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NIMAL TRAINING~
Alleged Cruelties

In a recent number of Conguest Mr.

R. L. Pocock, F. R. 5., the well-known
zoologist and Superintendent of the
London ‘Zoo,” offers some interesting
remarks in regard to the alleged cruelties
in the training and exhibition of perform-
ing animals—a subject that has lately been
under inquiry in the House of Commons
which last year rejected a bill for the
. prohibition of such shows altogether.

It appears that the methods actually |
followed by showmen in training animals
for exhibition are, to a certain extent, a |
secret of the trade; though from time to
time trainers announce that the marvellous !

kindness alone. Mr. Pocock has made no
personal investigation of such claims, but |
speaks from a general acquaintance with
the characters of wild beasts and from the
experience of the trammg of domesticated .

}
i
" results they obtain are accomplished by i g
i
!

animals for men’s service or compamon- r

‘

ship.
'WHEN PUNISHMENT

When we consider the case of certam
domestic animals, the pertinent question
arises, ¢ How far is it justifiable for man
to inflict punishment on any Animal merely
for the purpose of making the latter
serviceable or companionable? What of
the process of breaking dogs to be fit
members of our homes ?’

The recognized and permiited methods
of tuition cannot be excluded from the
. category of ‘cruel’ practices, interpreting

-~ that epithet in a perfectly legitimate sense.
In answer to the pretext that the treatment .
of the dog is justified by the purpose the

1S NECESSARY

f B [

- means. .

owner has in view, 1t may be urged Ihdt
the same result can he achieved by gentle
That 'may  be true in some
instances, but since the whip makes a
stronger and swifter appeal to the animal’s
memory than kindness, and has, moreover,
no visible il effects on its character, its
use, we know, is generally resorted to,
and no one raises a word of protest against
it.  What is true of glogs is, broadly
speaking, true of all domesticated guadru-
peds, due allowance being made for differ-
ences in the lessons to be tanght and in the
character and intellivence of the animals
themselves.

'Apparently the proposed legislation was
directed mainly against the stage per-
formances of wild beasts, whose training is
generally fraught with greater difficulties
than that of domestic animals, the latter
being, to a great extent, trained by

inheritance.
THE CASE OF WILD ANIMALS

This applies more particularly to full
growi wild animals, for it may be freely
admxtted that the young of most of those
employed for stage performances, if taken
in hand at a sufficiently early age and
properly treated, can be tamed and taught
certain things with comparative ease,
subject to individual and specific differences
of temperament. It is, nevertheless, a
common experience ‘of those who have
attempted to keep wild beasts from youth
to maturity as pets that, when the latte.
stage of growth is reached, the natural
character begins to assert itself and to be
maniiested by increasing resentment of
control, if by nothing worse; and in the
case of a trained wild beast, especially if
it belongs to a dangerous species, this

)
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_ means, as age advances, unremitting watch-
fulness on the part of the trainer to sup-
press at once, by masterfn! methods, the’
first signs of temper, disobedience, or!

other attempts at self-assertion.

These are some of the
kinds, such as wolves
dogs, zebras as compared with asses. For
the reason stated the wild species are on
the average more difficult to train and still
more difficult to keep trained, and the
greater the - difficulty of the task, the
greater the probability of the use of the
whip or other
purpose the trainer has in hand.

Some species of wild beasts commonly
exhibited on the stage. have, however,
no near allies among our domesticated
animals. Sea-lions may be cited as an
instance. Sea-lions have naturally very
little fear of man and never evince the
slightest mchna« ion to attack him. For
the capture of dodgm , shppery fish they
have an eye unerring in its aim and a
muzzle of exceptional sensitiveness; and,
although clumsy-looking animals on the
land, they can climb over boulders with
considerable agility, and are accustomed
to wait for hours on the same rock close
"to the sea. They are as intelligent as

~dogs, and have such voracious appetites
that a taste of fish is, perhaps, the strong-
est appeal that can be made to them.
Taking advantage of these qualities and ;
habits, keepers in the Zoological (:ald(,ns
] train Sea~110ns in a very short time to:
mount a chair, or station themselves on
a particular spot in the seal pond to wait
for fish to be thrown for them to catch, or
to ascend to the diving platform and with a
leap snap the fish in mid-air as it falls into
" the water.
entirely by kindness, namely; by giving a
mouthful of fish when the seal does what
is required of it. . On the stage you have, |

perhaps seen them performma such tricks {

.as, catching and balanczng a ball on the |

' become-
differences |
between wild and tamed animals of similar
as compared with !
: apes and most monkeys.
and other savage carnivorous animals can--

weapon to achieve the |

| probabilities are against animals

~And these lessons are taught ‘,

MONKEYS

Chimpanzees, says Mr. Pocock, are
easily trained by kind méthods when they
are young, but with advancing years they
more resentful of control, and
require ‘ rods of itron’ to be kept in order
and forced to do what is opposed to their
wishes at the time. This is true of other
Lions, tigers,

‘not, the writer believes, be trained to
perform the usnual stage tricks, and be kept
trained, nor can they be held 1n subjection
generally, without appeal to their fear of
prnishment. :
is that the
being
always treated with kindness and restraint

The conclusion reached

by their trainers, and that, if the authorities .

wish to ensure such treatment, they must
appoint qualified and trustworthy persons
to supervise the training—a costly and
doubtfully operative plan. The alternative
would be to prohibit stage performances
of wild animals altogether. .

W-— ’ '.
An Incident from the

Life of Lincoln

In the early pioneer days, when he was
a practising attorney and * rode the circuit,’
as was thecustom at that time, Lincoln made
one of a party of horsemen, lawyers like
| himself, who were on their way one spring
morning from one court town to another.
Their course lay across the prairies and

| through the timber ; and as they passed by
j a l.ttle grove w here the birds wére singing

{ merrily, they noticed a litde fledgling
which had fallen from the nest and was
fluttering by the roadside. After they had
ridden a short distance, Lincoln

! stopped and, wheeling his horse, said,
i.‘ Wait for me a moment.
rejoin you
watched him, they saw
to the place where the little bird Ilay

I will soon
'; and as the party halted and
Lincoln return

_nose ; “but - this is not.a difficult feat | helpless on the ground, saw him tenderly

con51dermg their sureness of eye and

. sensitiveness of - snout,

- animals can be taught solely by the me
of*rewardmg with tit-bits w £
for ~action is performed sa.\'I,ﬁ'&');ﬁ“e h)%d di n

the coveted scrap i the caseg? ‘1’“" \“

t

take it up and set it carefully on a limb
and there is, T | near the nest.
.. think, 'm0 - reason  to doubt that these -I

When he joined his com-

panions one of them laughingly said, * Why,
meoln what did you bother yourself and

us for, with such a trifle as that?’
k. iend,” said Lincoln in reply,

‘x% ly say thls, that. ] fee] better.
R

Q’
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for it.” This reply deserves to be ever
remembered as a lesson of love, sympathy,
kindness and care for the animal world.

—AE~—

The Story of a Lion’s
Gratitude

Early in the * forties’ of the mneteenth

the effects of an ingrowing claw nail.
The wound became so serious that the late
Professor Haughton, - Head of Trinity
College, interested himself in the case,

to attempt an operation, the step having
the full sanction of the authorities, who

' meeting of the citizens of the place at

which Mr. P. F. Bowring, Deputy Com-

. missioner, presided, to explain the details

. of her scheme. In the course of an inter-
" esting speech she made on the occasion,
. she emphasized the necessity for a pinjra-

. pole, and said:

‘I am not tryving to start
a branch of the S.P.C.A. in Mysore. I am

. not wanting to start a Society at all, only
century, a lion in the Dublin Zoological !
Gardens was found to be suffering from ;

to get a pinjrapole erected. 1 have the
greatest admiration for the S.P. C. A.,
the greatest sympathy with its aims and
me thods, and I know itdoesuntold

- good where it works, in large towns and
. cities where " ddmlnlstrame methods are
and, in conjunction with thekeeper,resolv ed ‘

knew that, unless professional skill could

effect a cure, the life of a valuable speci-
men would be losi.
screen was arranged in front of a portion
of the solid _iron gratings of the invalid’s
cage, and, after many efforts,
*appointed morning the animal was roused
and the damaged forefoot drawn through
the bars. As if aware that steps to alle-
viate its sufferings were in progress, the

’great creature was wonderfully tranquil,

and allowed the surgeon to cut out the
offending nail and remove the diseased
flesh in the immediate vicinity without the
awful struggles which had been anticipated
and prepared for. When the operation con-

‘cluded, the restraining ropes were removed

and the lion retired to 1ick its wounds, in
no very gentle mood.  Two days after the
surgeon returned to see how the patlent
was progressing and to his intense surprise,
he was recognized by him not as an enemy,
but as a friend.
of the cage, the lion purred'lou\lly, rub-
bing its sides against the bars, waving and
arching its taxl after the manner of the
domestlc cat as it passed and repassed in
front of its benefactor. Nor was its
gratitude of a transitory nature.. As long
as it survived, the greeting ‘was the same
every time its friend presented himself.

Y

on the !

Stalking up to the side ¢

. i slow
+ A second iron-barred . !

different and proceed along diffetent lines.
What I personally feel is that ina Clt) like
Mysore, such a society is wnnecessary.

¢ The only true and lasting way, though
of preventing cruelty is to teach
humanity to children, till putlic opinicn
regards cruelty with horror. ‘This ques-
tion has already received the sympathetic
attention of the authorities and T have
the most encouraging letters+ from the
Inspector-General of Education and the
Vice-Chancellor of the University on the
subject. Of course this does nct lessen

i the responsibility of the individual with

regard to the precept and example he
gives to his children and subordinates.
But we don’t want to start a socxety for
this—not in Mysore ! P

¢ Likewise in regard to repressive mea-
sures. There are innumerable cases of
terrible cruelty. . . . All these things must
be severely dealt witlhh and until education
has spread the offenders must be sharply
punished. - The Municipal and Police
measures to this end, again, do not relieve
the individual of his duties. Every man is
morally bound to suppress such practices’
when they are under his control and to
report them to the Police for action when
they are not.” *

‘But under the most perfect system of
education and repression, there still
remain those animals, whether cows or
bulls, jutka ponies or dhoby’s donkeys.
wha, in the orcinary course of toil, the

. ordinary course of Nature, are old, worn
i out, or otherwise incapable of further use-

A Pinjrapole at Mysore

We are gratified to learn that Mrs.
p. F. Bowrmg has been taking active

i

interest in promotmg a scheme to estab- .

lish a Pinjrapole in the Mysore City. On
December 14 last, she qddreqsed a pubhc

i
i

| fulness to the community.’

“That is where a pinjrapole comes in:
that is where the charitable impulses ot
every private citizen can find a reasonable,
t.reproachable and useful outlet. It was
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