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20 Tit-bits of Animal Life.

Band will also encourage its members to
avoid unkindness to one another and to all
persons.

In order that the interest aroused may be !
sustained it would be necessary to keep in
touch with this Society, so that valuable .
assistance and suggestions may be given
from time to time when required.

In conclusion, this Society carnestly
appeals to all the Principals, Head Masters,
Superintendents of all Schools, including
Sunday Schools, in the interests of the
sacred duty of the promotion of humane
and just treatment of animals, to take up
this opportunity to train up the voung in
the path of kindness and mercy. ,

During the past few years, humunitarians
in the United States of America have set
apart a week in the month ot May when
humane literature has been distributed and
humane propaganda carried on, under the
name of ‘Be Kind to Animals \Week.
The clergymen made special mention of
humaneness to animals in the sermons,
during the Sunday after this week, and |

hence the Sunday has been called * Humane !
Sunday.’

A similar movement for a ¢ Mercy |
Sunday’ was started in Calcutta in 1913 1
and since then several churches in Calcutta
and Bengal have devoted day for the!
purpose indicated and efforts are being !
made to make the wmovement general J
throughout India, Burma and Ceylon.

The Society is addressing also the
Chaplains of this Presidency to set apart a !
sunday in their churches to help the cause |
of humaneness to the lower creation in the |
hope that a few words from their pulpits on |
the subject of kindness to dumb animals
would do much in support ot the crusade
against cruelty.

Pamphlets as to the lessons to be taught -
will be issued just previous to the period
allotted for the observance of the animal
week.

The Society hopes that the Heads of the
Ipstitutions will second the Society’s efforts |
in this direction and thus make the move-
rment a SUCCESs.
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The MilK and Cattle

Cror a0 009

Mah'umjaﬁ. Zemindars and  Members  of
ch.ls]atn.res throughout the country on the
subject of the provision of pasture land for
cattle and we heartily commend it to our
readers (—
Sk,

I.n view of the grave economic situation
which has been created by the gradual but

tsteady  decline  and deterioration of the

cattle stock of the country, I am desired by

- the Marwart Association to address this
. appeal to you on the urgency of providing.
i pasture land {or the grazing of our dra~gnt

and dairy cattle.

The viliages in the interior wherel the
nation lives furnish unmistakable proof ™
the awful decline and deterioration that
have taken place in the number and quality
of our cows, bulls and bullocks. In most
of the rural homes, cows, bulls or bullocks
are now conspicuous by their absence, the
few that can be seen in others are mostly

! famished animals with visible ribs which
i can hardly be expected to be either good
i milkers or good plough cattle, and milk and
. milk products are scarcely available and ex-
i tremely dear in consequence. But it is a

matter of common knowledge that only a

- few decades back, cows, bulls and bullocks

formed part of the possessions of ahmost
every house-holder, many people used tu
keep large herds and milk and milk pro-

s ducts were to be had in plenty and at a

cheap price.
As a result of this decline, the number of

i cattle per hundred of population now comes

to 39, while it is 74 in Denmark, 79 in the
United States of America, 80 in Canada,
120 in Cape Colony, 150 in New Zealand
and 239 in Australia. The proportion is
sti)) higher in some other countries. If it
1s remembered in this connection that all
the above countries are industrially far
more advanced and economically far more

- prusperous than India and their people are

not dependent mainly upon agriculture for
their livelihood or upon milk and milk pro-

- ducts for their nourishment like the people
" of India, it will be clear that the proportion

of cattle per 100 of population is far too
low in [ndia.

In fact, the number of cattle now availa-
ble in the country is inadequate for its needs.
According to the official records, the area of
arable land in British India is 228 million
acres, but the number of plough cattle is

)

only 49 millions. ILeaving aside 23 per
cent of this number as sick, old and infirm
and 25 per cent. for other works, 24}
millions only are available for purposes of
cultivation. [t means that 2 pair of cattle
which, as every one knows, cannot properly
till more than 3 acres of land in a season,
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has to till 19 acres, in other words, has to

do the work of 4 pairs. Tt also means that

India has only one-fourth the number of

cattle required for the cultivation of its
arable land. No wonder that cultivation
in the country has become extremely ineffi-
cient and the rate of outturn of even the
staple crops, such as wheat and rice,
extremly poor compared to that of other
countries. While the outturn of wheat is
only 11-3 bhushels per acre in India, it 15 32
in Japan, 33 in Denmark, 30 in Great Britain
and 32-5 in Switzerland.  As regards rice,
while India produces 35 bushels to the acre,
Spain turns out JO1 bushels.

2

price of food grains has risen 310 7 times
during the Jast 60 years, that of milk has
risen more than 10 times and even at such
high price pure milk is not available.

The above fizures reveal a terrible state
of things from the point of view of the
country's economic future and the health of
the people and necessitate serious reflec-
tion.

Having regard to the fact that the cattle
problem of the country is inseparably

- Jinked up with its health and bread problem,

it is not a moment too soon now to find out
the causes and to take necessary steps to

cremove them. One of the main causes

No wonder .

that although India requires about 9 crores -

tons of food grains for the consumption of
her peoplc every vear, she is unable to
produce much more than half that quantity

which have contributed to hbring about this
serious decline and deterioration of India’s
cattle stock is the utter inadequacy of
agrazing grounds which, according to expert
opinion, tells severely upon their health
and is the most important circamstance
adverse to cattle breeding. What generally
happens is that the owners who are mostly

“poor and cannot afford the expenses of

and crores of people have to drag on a
miserable existence, living on one meal a .

dav or on semi-liquid food like rice water
from year's end to vear's end and many
have to starve.

More deplorable is the condition m
regard to our stock of milch cattle. The
country does not possess more than one-
eighth the number required to supply the
people with a fair quantity of milk. There

sufficiently feeding their caitle at home,
are compelled to sell them at a young age
as they become too weak and emaciated to
be of any service. None but butchers care
to buy such cattle and so, after serving

~their masters, ill-fed and ill-nourished,
© throughout the few years of their life, these

are said to be 50 millions of milch cattle in

the country but ill-fed and famished as they
are, they have mostly lost their characteris-
tics as good milkers. How greatly our
milch cattle have deteriorated in quality

will be evident from the fact thuat while ‘
© as in other respects so in this, the condition

only a quarter of a century back, the daily
average yield of milk per head of cattle
was 5 seers, it is 1 seer now. But where is

the wonder? Can we expect milk from |

mere bags of benes? In England and

Denmark the average vield of milk per day
per head of cattle is 20 Ibs. Could dete-
rioration of Indian cattle go further ? But
this is not all.  According to official pub-
lications, some of the finest breeds are in
danger of total extinction. Where is the

{
{

wonder that milk and milk products have !

become extremely scarce and dear, the
rich man’s tuxury, beyond the reach of the

|

middle and the poorer classes 2 While the .

most useful domestic animals ultimately
but prematurely go to the butchers’ kaife.
Statistics show that about 10 millions of
cattle are slanchtered every year in India.
Who knows how many millions more find
relief in death otherwise ?

From official publications it appears that
gradual encroachment on grazing lands
both by the State and the people has led to
the present awful want of pasture land and,

in [ndia is now the worst of all countries
in the world. The area of land available
per head of cattle for grazing is only
-17 acre in Bengal and a little more in other
parts of India, while it is 1'6 acres in the
United States of America, 1'35 acres in
New Zealand and 1-44 acres in Germany,
though the price of land in those countries
is far higher than in India. Cultivation of
fodder crops is also very scanty, being
only a little over 1 per cent of the cropped
area while in America it is 3-5 per cent.
The prevalence of infectious diseases like
rinderpest which carries off a large number
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of cattle every year is xmd to be due to no
small extent to this cause.

Phe foregoing paragraphs show unmis-
takably that the miserable condition of the
cattle stock of the country, their awful
decline in number and deterioration in
quality, 1s due chiefly to neglect on the
pari of the (Government and the people.
it is very much to be regretted that in a
country where, in the olden days, the lay-
ing aside of a tenth part of every village
for pasturage was the law, where the keep-
ing and rearing of the cow was regarded
as an act of merit and entitled the owners
to titles of distinction, the people should
forget themselves so far as to neglect the
cow. the bull and the bullock. But the
result of this neglect has been terrible.
The inefticiency of cultivation, poor outturn

nf crops, scarcity and unparalleled rise !

in the price of milk and milk products
which constitute the chicf nourishment of
the people, insufficient supply and dearness
of food and the consequent deterioration of
the physical stamina of the people which
makes them subject to frequent attacks of
all sorts of diseases, heavy mortality among
women of the child-bearing age and among

infants for want of nutrition and the !
gradual but steady advent of wasting .
dxseasex like tuberculosis are all attribut-'

able, in a large measure, to the depletion
and deterioration of the cattle stock. To
continue to neglect these animals is’ to
invite irretrievable economic disaster to the
country.

It is therefore high time that Govern-
ment were approached for legislation on
the subject authorising the District Boards |
and Municipalities to spend some portion

of their income to acquire land for the free |

orazing of cattle till sufficient land has be-
come available for the purpose in their
jurisdiction, permitting free grazing in
specified areas of Government forests and
on the sides of l)ublu roads and providing
for pasture land in Government Khas
VMahals. My Association feel that while
pressing the need of such a law on the
attention of Government, if the Maharajas,
Rajas, Nawabs and other big landlords,
members of legislatures and the sell-
governing institutions of the country, stch
as the District Boards and Vlumcu)ahtles,
will strive” heart and soul and with a
harmonious singleness of purpose to do
what can be done independently of GGovern-

| B0l BT a«&§5§
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. ment aid, it is yet possible to minimise the

leﬁcultles of the situation and to .avert
that otherwise inevitable dlsaster, at least
toa large extent. All that is needed is to
. prevent encroachment upon pasture lands
i‘md where there is no land set apart as
i such, to see that all the available land is
not brought under the plough every year,
: but that some portion is left uncultivated
. for two or three years at a stretch to be
- utilised for cattle grazing. When in due
' course that area is taken up for cultivation,
an equal portion may be s1mllar1y left out
' elsewhere. While removing the want of
pasture land, it will also increase . the
fertility of the land to the great benefit ot
the cultivators themselves. The fact can-
not be ignored that by bringing every inch
of available land under the plough every
year and by deprwmg the household cattle
of their grazing, more harm than good is
done to the country, .

It is therefore the earnest hope of my
i Association that in the best interests of the

motherland you will do all that lies in your -

power to see that the existing madequacy
of pasturage is removed.

DEBI PRASAD KHAITAN,

Honorary Secretary. )
Marwari Association, Caleutta.
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