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Prevention of Cruelty .
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Animal Week

The Madras Society for the Prev

tron
of Craelty to Animals, has been during the
past forty-onc vears of its existence adopt-
iny different means tor the prevention of
cruct und fimproper treatment of animals
ard the amelioration ot their condition
zeneraliv throughour the Presidency  of
Madras.

At present there are many forms
cruelty which the Society is powerless 1o
check or cven to prevent by its punitive
work but which can be effectively and
suceesstully attacked by educational means,

of

The importance of teaching the young
their duty towards the animal creation and
thereby their duty also 1o their fellowmen,
has heen often ignored with the result that !
cruelty has been fostered out of sheer
thonghtlessness. Therefore realizing the
importance of prevention the Society is
desirous ot getting hold of the youny in
order to impress upon them the simple
and delightful lesson about * Kindness to
Animals.” To this end it is proposed to
inaugurate what may be called an Animal | ’
IWeek to be observed once every year, the
object of which is to promote kindness to !
animals by educational means.

SUGGESTIONS

It has been suggested that the observ-
ance of Adnimal Week should he uniform
throughout the Presidency as by doing so
there would be a feeling of unity in the
thought that the young ecvervwhere arve
joining hands in the interests of kindness
to antmals. The middle of September
trom the 2nd Sunday to the following”
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Saturday, has therefore been sef apart for |,
this purpose
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The idea is dat the
Headmaster s of .
particular dayv o that woeek the
toothonr o

chaldren

arrang
which  their
attention will be directed towards the daty
of being kind and Lo animgls,
o meeting is not posstble Lo be wiranged,
the oceasion ot the students assembling
tooether ar the prayver time may availed
of or a period on th'l' day be allotted
for the purpose of teachine die children
lessons on Kindyic o to
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be explained  and
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sufficient interest has been created
be a splendid opportunity of
strengthening the BSand o
promoting kind-

1§
there may
reviving and
Mercy, a movement for
ness to animals among the school-going
children. The Band will admit persons
who shall give their asseut to the follow-
ing pledge :—

I will wry to be kind 1o all living
creatures
And will try to protect them trom
cruel usage.”
The members will receive " un attractive
card of membership and the namies of the
members will be enrolled on « form.  The

Band will. be named after the School

District and meetings may be held from
time to time in connection with the Band
and the members encouraged to take part
by, giving readings and recitations. Stories

and anecdotes may aiso be related  The
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Bond el also encoirace e memiher s i
svord nnkimdness to e amother aned re 5
Persoms.

In order thoe the mterest avoused o e
sustamed 1wenbl he necessary v keep 1o
touch with this soctery, o thao valiable
assistance vl ocggoestions may e oiven
o trme to thime when reanived,

In comnclusion, this Society eariesty
appeils o all the Prineipads, Tlead aasrers,
superinrendents o olb Schaools, mehading
Sundayv Schools, i the nterests
sacved duty of the promotion of humane
and just tregument o0 eninds, to take op
this upportinity to Uidn up e soune in
the path o kindness and nierey

Durme the pust tew vears, maanitarinns
wthe Umited States o America have set
apart a week i the month or Muav when
humane literature has been distributed and
humane vropacanda cooried on, ander the

name of - Be Kind o Antmads Week!

ot

The clergymen made special mention of

numaneness to animals in the scrmons,

during the Sunday after this week, and

hence the Sunday has been called - Humuane
Sunday.’

A similar movement for a c Meroy
Sunday ' owas started in Calcutta 1 1913

and since then several churches in Caleutta
and Bengal have devoted day for the -
purpose mdicated and ellforts are being
D keep large herds and milk and milk pro-
Cducts were o be had in plenty and at g

made to make the movement general
throughout India, Burma and Ceylon.

The Society  1s addressing  also the |

Chaplains of this Presidency to set apurt a
Sunday in their churches to help the cause

of humaneness to the lower creation m the .
hope that o few words trom thelr puipits on -

the subject of kindness o dumb unmals
would do much in support ot the crusade
against cruelty.

Pamphilets as to the Jessous to be taueht
will be issued just previous to the period

allotted for the observance of the animal

week.

The Suciety hopes that the Heads o the
Ipstitutions will second the Society’s etforts
in this direction and thus make the move-
TR 4 SUCCESS.
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The MilK and Cattle
Problem

The tollowing appeal huas been isy

by the Marwari Association of

tv District Boards, Municipalig

ARP
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Maharains,  Zemindars and  Members  of
Lecistatures throughout the country on the

sithiect o the provision of pasture land for
cartle awd we heartuly commend it o our

enders T
NIk,

fnoview of the grave economic situation
whieh has been Jreated by the gradual but
steadhv decline wund detertoration of  the
cattie stock af the country, 1 an desived by
the Marwurr Association o address this
appeal to you on the urgeney of providing
prsture land tor the grazing of our draught
and daary cattle.

The vilinwes in the interioi where the
nation lives turnish unmistakable proof of
the awtful declme  and deterioration  that
have taken place in the number and quality
of o cows, bulls and bullocks. In most
of the rural homes, cows, bulls or bullocks
are now conspicuous by thetr absence, the
tew that can be scen in others are mostly
famished animals with visible vibs which
can hardly be expected to be cither good
mittkers or good plough cattle, and milk and
milk products are scarcely available and ex-
tremely dear inconsequence. But 1t s q
matter of common  knowledge that onlv o
few decades back, cows, bulls and bullocks
tormed part of the possessions of almost
cevery house-holder, many people used to

cheap price.

As aresult of this decline, the number of
cattle per hundred of population now comes
1o 34, while it is 74 in Denmark, 79 in the
United States of Awmerica, 80 in Canada,
120 in Cape Colony, 150 in New Zealand
and 259 in Australiu.  The proportion is
still higher in some other countries.  1f it
is reuiembered in this connection that all
the above countries we  industrially far
more advanced and cconomically  far more
prosperous than India and their people are
not dependent mainly upon agriculture for
their livelihood or upon milk and milk pro
ducts for their nourishment like the people
of India, it will be clear that the proportion
of cattle per 100 of population is far tou

“low in India.

In tact, the number of cattle now availa-
ble in the country is inadequate for its needs.
sagfo the official records, the area of

itish India is 228 million
ber of plough cattle is

Sy i
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only 19 millions.  Leavine aside 25 per price of tood graims has risen 3 to 7 ormes

cent of this number as <ick, old and mfirm
and 23 per cent. for other  works, 241
millions only are available for purposes of
cultivation. It means that a pair of cattle
which, as every one knows, cannot properiv
il more than 3 acres of Jand in a season,
has to till 19 acres, in other words, has 1o
do the work of 4 pairs. It also means that
India has only one-fourth the number of
cattle required for the cultivation of its
arable land.  No wonder that cultivation
in the country has become extremely ineffi-
cient and the rate of outturn of cven the
staple crops, such  as wheat and rice,
extremly poor compared to that of other
countries.  \While the outturn of wheat s
only 11-3 bushels per acre in India, it 15 32
in Japan, 353 in Denmark, 30 in Great Britain
and 32:5 in Switzerland,  As recwrds riee,
while India produces 38 bushels 1o the acre,

Spain turns out 101 bushels. No wonder

that although India requires about 9 crores
tons of food grains for the consumption ot
her people every year, she 1s unable to
produce much more than half that quantty
and crores of people have fo drag on a
miscrable existence, living on oae meal o
day or on semi-liquid food Tike rice wate

from vear's cnd to vear’s end and many .

have to starve.

More deplarable 15 the condition m
regard to our stock of milch cartle. The
country does not possess more than once-
eighth the number required to supply the
people with a fair quantity of milk.  There
are said to be 50 millions of mileh eattle in
the country put ill-fed and famished as they

. . 1
are, they have mosuy lost their chavacteris-

tics as oood milkers.  How greatly our
milch cattle have deteriorvated in - quality
will be evident from the fact that while
only a quarter of a century back, the daly
average vield of milk per head of cattde
was 5 seers, 1t is 1 seer now. But where is
the wonder? Can we cxpect milk from
mere bags of bones? In Lngland and
Denmark the average vield of milk per day
per head of cattle is 20 Ibs. Could dcte-
rioration of Indian cattle go further 7 But
this is not all.  According to othicial pub-
lications, some of the finggt breeds are in
danger of total extinction.  Where is the
wonder that milk and milk products have
hecome extremely scarce and dear. the
rich man’s luxury, bevond the reach of the
middle and the pooret classes s While the

duvine thie fast 60 vears, thai ot milk has
visen more than Hotnpes and even at suci
high price pure mili 15 noi available.

The ahove ficures reveal a terrible state
ot things from the point of view of the
country s coonomic future and the health of
the peapie and necessitatne serions reflee-

tion.

Having reoard toothe fact that the cattle
problem ot the  comtry s separablh
Hnked ap with its headth and bread problem,
1 IS not Mmoment foo soon now to find ot
the causes and to take necessary steps to
remove them.  One of the main canses
which have comtributed 1o hring about this
sevionts decline ad deterioration of India’s
cattle stock iy the utrer inadequacy  of
orazing eronnds which, aceording to expert
opinton, tells severelv upon their health
and 18 the most important circumstance
adverse to cattle breeding. What generally
happens is that the owners who are mostly
poor and cannot wlord the expenses of
sutheiently  feeding their caitle at home,
are compelled to sell them at a voung age
as thev hecome too weak and emaciated to
be of any service.  None but butchers care
to buyv such cattle and so. after serving
their masters, ill-fed  and  ill-nourished,
throunghont the few vears of their life. these
most useful domestic animals ultimately
but prematurely go to the butchers’ kaife.
Statistics ~how that about 10 millions of
cattle ure staughtered every sewr in India.
Who knows how many muillions more find
relief in death otherwise ?

From othicial puhlications it appears that
oradual encroachment on grazing lands

" both by the State and the people has led to

the present awtul want of pasture land and,

“as in other respects soin this, the condition
“ip India s now the worst of all countries

in the world,  The area of land available
per head of cattle for grazing js only
17 acre in Bengal and alittle more in other
parts of India, while it is 1'6 acres in the
United States of America, '35 acres in
New Zcaland und 4 acres in Germany.,
though the price of land in those countries
is fur higher than in India,  Cultivation of
todder crops is also very  scanty, being
only a little over © per cent ot the cropped

carea while in America 1t ois 303 per cent.

The prevalence of infectious diseases like
rinderpest which corries off o large number
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of cattle every year is said to be due to no

small extent to this cause.

The foregoing paragraphs show unmis-
takably that the miserable condition of the
cattle stock of the country, their awful

deciine in number and deterioration in;

quality, is due chiefly to neglect on the
part of the Government and the people.
It is very much to be regretted that ina
country where, in the olden days, the lay-
ing aside of a tenth part of every village
for pasturage was the law, where the keep-
ing and rearing of the cow was regarded
as an aot of merit and entitled the owners
to titles of distinétion, the people should
forget themselves so far as to neglect the

cow. the buil and the bullock. But the ;

result of this neglect has been terrible.
The inefficiency of cultivation, poor outturn
of crops, scarcity and unparalleled rise

in the price of milk and milk produects
which constitute the chief nourishment of
the people, insuflicient supply and dearness

of food and the consequent deterioration of
the physical stamina of the people which
makes them subject to frequent attacks of
all sorts of diseases, heavy mortality among

infants for want of nutrition and the
gradual but steady advent of wasting
diseases like tuberculosis are all attribut-

able, in a large measure, to the depletion
and deterioration of the cattle stock. To

continue " to neglect these animals is to |
invite irretrievable economic disaster to the i

country.

1t is therefore high time that Govern-
ment were approached for legislation on
the subject authorising the District Boards
and Municipalities to spend some portion
of their income to acquire Jand for the iree

grazing of cattle till sufficient land has be- |

come available for the purpose in their
jurisdiction, permitting free grazing in
specified areas of Government forests z.md
on the sides of public roads and providing
for pasture land in Government Kh_as
Vlahals. My Association feel that while
pressing the need of such a law on .the
attention of Government, if the Maharajas,
Rajas, Nawabs and other big landlords,

members of legislatures and the self-
governing institntions of the country, such

4s the District Boards and Municipalities, .

will strive heart and soul and with a
harmonious singleness of pUrpose. to do
what can be done independently of Govern-

women of the child-bearing age and among

ment aid, it is yet possible to minimise the
difficulties of the situation and to avert
that otherwise inevitable disaster, at least
to a large extent. All that is needed. is to
prevent encroachment upon pasture lands
and where there is no land set apart as
such, to see that all the available land is
not brought under the plough every year,
but that some portion is left uncultivated
| for two or three years at a stretch to be
utilised for cattle grazing. When in due
course that area is taken up for cultivation,
an equal portion may be similarly left out
i elsewhere. While removing the want of
! pasture land, it will also increase the
i fertility of the land to the great benefit ot
the cultivators themselves. The fact can-
| not be ignored that by bringing every inch
 of available land under the plough every
. vear and by depriving the household cattle
of their grazing, more harm than good is
done to the country.

It is therefore the earnest hope of my
¢ Association that in the best interests of the
motherland you will do all that lies in your
power to see that the existing inadequacy
i of pasturage is removed.

DEBI PRASAD KHAITAN,
Honorary Secretary,
Marwari Association, Calcutta.
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