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Performing Animals
TRAINING OF WILD BEASTS
SAVAGERY OF CIVILIZATION
(Concluded.)

8jamboks, tridents, spiked collars, saddles,
and clubs (for lions), steel spikes, electric
cages (for making tigers jump and yoar with
make-believe ferocity), wire whips, are the
normal properties for training stage animals.

.One method of grinding down a bear’s spirit

into the abject submission necessary for

_training purposes is very ingenious, The

#nimal is lassoed and & ‘choke’ collar
attached. When he is helpless, a hole i¢
punched. through one nostril and a metal
ring clamped to it. The bear rips it out,
and a second ring is imserted in the other
nostril. If this is torn out, the hole for
the ring is made in thé septum of “the
nostrils, and if that fails, through each ear.
There is & case on record of a bear so
recalcitrant to education that he tore the
ring out five times and saved bimself thus
from the amenities of further discipline.
An eye-witness relates how & tiger- was
trained. ‘ ' ‘

First noosing and lagsoing: then a heavy
collar with rope attached. He is now ready
for the trainer, who enters the cage with
revolver, whip, and steel fork. The beagt
springs—and the men holding the rope
outside the cage haul sharp ou to it at the
top of the parabola, bringing him down with
a crash on the floor, The trainer then goes
for him, pounding his nose with the butt end
of the whip and jabbing with the fork, until
he is forced to rest from exhaustion. The
process is continued—spring, fall, pounding
Z_until the spirit is cudgelled out of him.
The way he was then forced up into an iron
seat is too disgusting to repeat. Enough

that at the end of his first day’s training he
literally fainted, and was only got on to his
feet again ‘ with the uncertain step of loco-
motor ataxia® by being douched with bucket
after bucket of water. A fortnight of this
and his tigerhood departed. A broken,
slavish shadow of a once burning mettle was
ready for the arena. _

The actual training of animals for the
stage is only the fiery part of their ordeal.
On the one side, there i3 the performance-
the routine of imbecilities which is the goal
of their torments, the mental disgrace of
their audience, and their own unremitting
strain, bewilderment, and constant terror of
the consequences of failure infeals even more
@nnatural to them than bounding on all
fours and eating and drinking without hands
is tomen and women. The psychological
rack of satisfying their trainers up to a
compulgory piteh heyond the ovbit of their
nataral intelligence is on its own plane as
gevere ag the physical martyrdom endured

"to achieve it. On the other side, the condi-

tions of stage travelling and accowmodaticn
make it inevitable that they should he con-
fined in boses, packing eases, and cages,
cramped very often to their own lengths
where they lie from vebearsal to rehear-
sal or performance to performance in dark-
ness and damp, and without respite, exXercise,
variety, or interest of auy kind. As animals
are often (rained through starvation, a ve-
finernent of pain is distilled from the hours
of listlegs waiting. There are people with
heads even softer than their hoarts who main-
tain an analogy between the tricksiness of
their own pet creatures and the vulgar
grotesqueries of performing animals. They
forget that the labter are professionals,
machines for extracting money for mounte-
hanks; thab thelr antics are compulsory;
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that they must not on any account fail;

that speed and efficivncy must go together, ;

and force and terror are the only ageots that
will make them. A performing animal that
is not drilied down to the final obedience of
moechanical response is a contradiction in
terms. One marvels at the magnanimity
of these miserable beagbs——bhat they so
seidom turn and rend their persecutors—
until one sees it is not that, but the last
abagement ol eraven terror. It fakes some
terrorism to make an elephant groan like a
man in anguish, a bear shut its eyes and
cover up its fa,ce and a tiger whimper.

It 1s a grim thought thmt civilized human
beaings should behuve like savages in their
dacker religious rites in order to make
aniwmals behave like lunatics. It is grimmer
that thers is method in the madoess, and
system in the savagery. DBub it is grimmest
when one reflects of the I‘esponalblhu}
Labour must bear in championing the trade
that lives by these atrocities. The history
of Trade Unionism has besn one of an effort
to loosen the grip of the master upon the
human servant, and, however vaguely, one
has come to associate the progress of Labour
with a freer and more enlightened vision of
well being. And here we “have one of the
mosb prominent Trade Unions entering into
an arrangement with a Labour M. P. to
safema.rd the interests of employers in their
stmwle to kesp in perpetual servitude, under
monstlous conditions of housing and by
methods of deliberate cruelty, a form of
labour which receives no pay and cannot
voice its own wrongs. Labour can well afford
to disassociate itself from such a cause.—

The Nation. . O
Good Advice for Horse
Owners.

The National Humane Review has re-
ceived from Mr. D. E. Newland, of Wythe-
ville, Va., a twelve-page leaflet written by
him on * Raising Good  Horses,” which
contains a wealth of vseful information on
the subject. Mr. Newland dwells parti-
cularly upon the importance of kind and
careful treatment of the horse from the
time he is a colt until he is strong enough
to take his place in the industrial world.
The author emphasizes the point that it
pays to treat a horse humanely. To quote
from his pamphlet :

¢ From a humane standpoint, as well as
from a standpoint of economy, horses must
have comfortable stables and good clean

T |
o N2

beds, so that they can rest in comfort and
be more able to do their work., It is all
too common to see horses confined in cold,
dark stables with nothing for a bed but a
lot of nasty wet manure. The manure
becomes caked over their sides and legs
until it takes off all the hair and causes the
skin to become diseased. These horses
are compelled to stand or lie in this filth
day and night during the winter with no
room for exercise, very little food, and the
cold wind blowing in upon their poor old
frames until they are chilled through and
through, and suffer intensely. The man
(or brute) who owns them is in his house
sitting by a good fire, or sleeping in a nice
warm bed.. Thinking only of his own
comfort, he gives not a thought to the
awful misery of his best friend. Some °
men who pretend to be very religious do
this very thing.

‘ There are varying degrees of intelli-

gence, stubbornness and temper in horses, v

just as there are in men; but a man can
make of the stubborn high-tempered horse
a good and useful animal, if the man has -
more sense than the horse, and will use his

intelligence, patience and kindness instead ..

of brute force. Be rough with him, and you~
make him more stubborn and vicious; or
else you break his spirit entirely. Many
horses, like many children, have their
characters and tempers ruined by improper
training and education. A wild horse is
naturally afraid of man, and usually has a
good reason for it. If he rears, strikes,
kicks, bites or runs away, it is through
fear and from his natural 1mpulse of self-
defence, and not because he is mean. The
first impression that a colt should get
from a man is that of confidence and
friendliness. '

¢ A good rule to follow at all times is the .
Golden Rule. Treat your horse as you Eé
would like to be treated if conditions were
reversed. A wise man hLas said that the ::
opinion a horse has of his master is in- .-

fallible proof of the man’s true character.’
Cruelty to Animals and F
Nature Study in the |

Public Schools
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talks to the chlldren of the sev enth and
eighth grades in several of the public
schools in Washington, D. C., and have
also’ given a full course of illustrated
lectures at George Washington University
in the same city, where I had the course in
nature study last summer. These last
were daily for a period of five weeks,
omitting Saturdays and Sundays.

Nature study is a very, very broad sub-
ject, and one may introduce, in talks upon
it, a great variety of themes. Not only may
one take up the life histories of all the
plants and animals now existing on the
land . and in the water areas of the earth, but
it is quite the thing to discourse upon the
structure of the same ; their anatomy and
physiology; reproduction and extinction and
so on to the end of the chapter. The
economic uses of plants and animals may
also be discussed as well as their geogra-
phic ranges and habitats ; their classification
and the rest. \

Now in a course of this kind, and did the
tim.e admit of it, it would be a perfectly
proper thing for the lecturer or teacher to
do, to devote an hour to the subject of pain
and its physiology, as experienced by all

=nimals, including our own species. If

properly handled, children give very close

attention to such a theme, not to say that
they exhibit a great amount of interest|
init. After commanding the latter thorough- |
ly, the instructor may launch in ke history |
of pain as it commences to be manifested

in the lowest forms of animal life. Then f

of purposes. Tlus is a practice that has
probably existed since rhe days of the cave
men, and has persisted with ever-increasing
extent down to the present time. DMen
trap animals to obtain their pelts; they are
trapped for food, they are trapped for pets,
and often perish before the trappers secure
them ; and finally, they are trapped to rid
farms and other places of them where they
are considered as pests.

Pain and the sexual impulse are curi-
ously connected ; and the fear of pain as
incident to death is held over people as a
deterrent to the commission of certain capi-
tal crimes—especially that of murder. There
is a large literature on all of these subjects.
An essay might be written on each and any
of them, but to return to the nature study
class and the steel trap, the teacher or
lecturer may, in an elementary way, de-
monstrate to the pupils by means of charts,
lantern slides and blackboard drawings, the
distinctions of the nerves of the limbs of a
mink or a muskrat, or a beaver, indeed
any fur-bearing animal of economic impor-
tance, and how and when those nerves
transmit the seasation of acute pain to the
brain and the animal sufers the sensation,
and, perhaps, in numerous instances, the
pain of death, or from freeing itself through
the necessity of gnawing off a limb.

Then a big steel trap may be exhibited
and the class may be shown how its jaws,
when sprung, seize the limb of some
mammal, and what the subsequent con-
sequences are, as pain, loss of liberty,

follows the zarieties of pain, as pain from [ death, and often the starving of a litter of

physical injuries ; pain from seeing sentient
creatures ot all kinds suffering pain; pain
from grief, as that suffered by the loss of
those dear to us; and pain from shocks and
SO on.

young, should the captured animal be a
female with a family.

In my early life I was among trappers all
over the country, and I can see the smile
that would come over the facial features of

The world is full of cruelty and pain /| some ¢f that ilk along the Canadian border

We often inflict it unintentionally ; we often
inflict it when it is claimed that it is neces-
sary, as when a calf is butchered in the

presence of its mother; lobsters and crabs

in the winter were such a question or law
to be put up to them of suppressing the
practice. However, a whole lot of un-
necessary trapping can be checked or stop-

are tossed into boiling water; a whale is “ ped, and dlong the lines of humane cndea-

harpooned and it struggles in the ocean in |
agony for an hour or so; the wounding of

game mammals and birds that get away |
and die a lingering death in the brush and .

a long list of similar instances.

Now the National Humane Review is at
present engaged in a crusade against the |
matter of trapping wild animals of all sorts
all over the world for a great variety

vour as it ought to be.

The War on Cats

Sone very enthusiastic persons love cats,
' perhaps extravagantly. Other enthusiastic
individuals are quite sure that the cats are
bound to exterminate the birds, which they
{ especially love, and they w ot.ld therefore,
| kill the cats. This they state plainly, in
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spite of the fact that the cats and bxrds ha\e
lived in the same world for tens of thousands
of years and the birds are increasing in
number. A lover of cats writes us about a
homeless mother-cat which carried her
kitten up a fire escape to the fourth story
of a building because she herself had been
given food up there and she desired to
secure feed for her baby. The writer of
another letter tndulges in a fierce tirade
against the cats and offers to pay "a certain
sum for each of the first hundred cats
killed ; also less for the next hundred and
so on. This letter ends, * Birds—or cats—
which ? You cannot have both.’
Why is it that we cannot have well-
balanced humanitarians who can love both
-birds and cats without special enmity,
towards one kind ? It is certainly our duty
to protect all forms of animated life that
are not deadly and injurious. Broad-
minded charity and love should be the
foundation of human character. Why lop-
sided humanity ?

One Hundred Years Ago

It is just one hundred years since Richard
Martin introduced into the British House
of Commons his famous bill to stop the

¢ {ll-treatment of cattle’. Two years later
the first Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals was founded in London.
Since that time hundreds of animal protec-
tion societies have been started all over
the world and still the good work goes on.
This propaganda for the better treatment
of animals has found recognition on the
statute books of nearly every civilized
nation. Undoubtedly, a proper celebration
of the centenary of this important event
will be observed in several countrles

Martin’s bill was not, as is frequently
supposed, the first measure presented to
the British Parliament for the prevention of
- cruelty to animals. A Bill to prohibit the
baiting of bulls, which was a common and
brutal pastime, was presented to the House
of Commons as early as 1800. Another
similar bill was introduced in 1802. In
1809 Lord Erskine moved in the House of
Lords his ¢ Cruelty to Animals' bill. None
of these measures was. bound to succeed,
~but the bill introduced by ‘ Humanity ’
Martin, as he was called by the British
king, reached the statate book and caused
the founding of a great world movement

Few persons reahze the bitter opposition
which was encountered at the beginning of
the humane movement. Lord Erskine was
one of the noblest men in England. He was
greatly respected, but his championship of
animals’ rights called forth vile abuse and
-evil treatment in the House of Lords. It
was not until Martin’s pugnacions disposi-
tion and determination backed another bill
that it was finally passed and was generally
accepted. It is curious to - note that
Erskine’s grandson, himself known as Lord
Erskine, is now President of a branch of
the Royal S. P. C. A. in England, and that
another grandson lives in Capada and
recently attended one of Mr. Craven's
(the Humane Organizer of the American
Humane Association) lectures.

Eariy Lessons

Cruelty in the heart of the child is often
but the outcome of ignorance. Sometimes
it is the re-awakening of a long-past
savagery when the race was young. Get
hold of the child’s heart and you can do
almost anything with it you want to. Has
the boy been stoning a homeless kitten or
robbing a nest of the eggs over which
some mother-bird has softly brooded?  In .
five minutes you can make him the kitten’s
champion and see the tear in his eye as you
liken the heart of the bird to the heart of
his mother. ZVis s why a doltar’s worth
of humane education goes farther ikan a
thousand dollars’ worth of prosecution and
punishment., - Still we can only get the few
to see this. ¢ Oh, yes, I love animals,” forty-
nine say, ¢ and here $ my money to relieve
them from suffering, but.I am not interested
in humane education’. It’s only the one who
says, ‘ Let me give toward drying up the
dangerous stream of evil at its source ere
it has had chance to pollute and poison -
valley and plain. Let me give toward
changing the waters of the fountain when 55
they come up from the depths so that some
day a river of life, strong, sweet, clean,
pure, will enrich the earth from its lowliest .
source, even to where it loses itself in the -
trackless sea.’ v

Dr. Fravcis H. Rowrry, “
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Ulysses and |

When wise Ulysses, from his
Long kept by wars, and long
Arrived at last, poor, old, disg
To all his friends, and e’en hi
Changed as he was, with age
Furrowed his reverend face,

In his own place forced to as

Forget of all his 6\\'n domest
The faithful dog aloue his rig
Unfed, unhoused, negleged, C
Like an old servant now cashi
Touched with resentment of u
And longing to behold his anc
Him when he saw, he 1:ose, ar
.((Twas all he could), and faw
Seized with dumb joy—then

Owned his returning lord, 100}

Scorned by those slaves his f¢

?é

v
Hls Dog

— |

native coast,

y tempests tossed,

. );uised, alone,

}\ queen unknown ;

and toils, and cares,

nd white his hairs,

/ ‘ ‘ k his bread,

srmer bounty fed,
Ccrew ;

htful master knew !
n the clay,

ered, he Ian,
1grateful man,

ient 1ord again,

d crawled to meet,

ned, and kissed his feet,

talling by his side,

led up and died.
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bonv1ct10ns fnr the first half of 1922
7

This ,return is published to inform the pubhc of
the nature and exten& of acts of cruelty to animals
discovered by the Socmty in the City of Madras.

The following CONYICTIONS for cruelty to animals

were obtained in Madras during the first half of 1922
by the Society’s Agem,s —

1. Working Horses in an unfit state 37
2. Do. Ponies \ do. 219
3. Do. Bullocks | do. : ... 178
4. Do. Buffaloes do -
5. Do. Mules \ / .
6. Cows ill-treated . oy U
7. Calves  do. { s ... 37
8. Fowls =~ do. [ “al 4
9. Donkeys do. / ' ' I
10. Goading Bulls
11. Overloading f e v e
'12. Owners causing crueity ... 27
/ Total...1,103
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