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Perforining‘ Animals
TRAINING OF WILD BEASTS
SAVAGERY OF CIVILIZATION

*A man who watched a trainer with his
iron hook (thrust into the tenderest parts of
the hide) teach an elephant to lie down
exclaimed : * Why do youdo that? ' +To

wiake him lie down’ was the reply. ¢ But
it's bratal! ‘Well, ain’t he a brute?’ *I
know, persisied the man; *But you skould
do it some other way.! *Mister,” said the

~Mfrainer, in a tone of finality, ¢there ain’t any
other way. Youcant break animals with a
feather duster’—M. B. Kirby, * The Geentle
Avt of Training Wild Beasts.’ j

The House of Commons Committee of
Inquiry into the treatment of animals trained
to perform resumel 1bs siubings’ vecently,
and it is time that o normal p¥’ .¢ opinion
shonld make up its mind between that
powerful trade union, the Variely Arbists’
VFederation, who are defending the interests

_ of the animal trainers, championed (not we
hope, with full knowledge of the character
of this industry) by a Labour M. P, and the
«eranks and faddists, he and they attempt to
derid: out of their crusade,

The evidence collected is derived from two
main sources—convictions in the Courts
{obtained for obvious reasons, with the
utmost difficulty) and sworn statements and
aifidavits by eye-witnesses. Wbhat (reserving
comment) are these statements to the trutb
of which witnesses swear a legal oath, in
many cases af the risk of losing their employ-
ment and inone of personal danger? The
following represent a minute percentage of
the whole. A showman was convicted for
keeping a bear in a cage °only big enough
for a terrier,” and another for goading with a
spike and dosing with whisky a sick elephant

|
|
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and subsequently died. Another was con-
victed for piercing a dromedary until the
blood ran down its legs, and for whipping
a bull covered with scalds and sores. B=ars
have been taught to dance by keeping them
on a sheei of hot iron while music was
played. Another trainer was convicted for
spiking ard hooking the elophants under the
tail and behind the ears until the blood
poured down, and another svitness testified
on oath to seeing elephants driven %o the
top of a chute by hot irons. A trainer was
seen to thrust a prolongad pole repeatedly
into a lion’s open mouth which was *a
mass of sores’. Trainers have been prose-
cuted for jabbing broken lions about the
eyes, nose and mouth {6 make them into
¢ wild-beasts of the forest,” in other words
to pander to the depraved appetites of the
Roman arena hungry audience. A trainer
was seen to train bhis bear by bitting 1t
continually across tha snout with a log of
wood. He told the witness it was necessary
to keep this up daily for six months until
the bear *kuvew his master’.  Ancther
witness swore to a lion being kept five days
without féod or drink between the trainings
with trideut and whip. A trajner was con-
victed for keeping hishears under the stage
all day long in boxes in which they could
not stand upright nor move from side to
gside. They were never released from them
exceph to come on the stage. A trainer
told » witness that he hung up his dog every
day by the hind legs from a trapeze to teach
him = balancinyg trick.  Another witness
declared on oath that she saw a dog trained
to gtand on itg fore-paws by being beaten with
a thin wire rod on the belly. A trainer was
geen by a witness to begin gavagely beating
lLiis baboon for no obvious cause. When
questioned, he said it was to ‘keep bim
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under’. Another trainer was convicted for |
thrusting a stick into a bear’s mnostrils for |
«discipline’. The cases of merciless aud |
gratuitous flogging for the same reason are :
endless. Thus do men hecome worse !
than wild beasts in order to teach beasts to
parody the more inept actions of men. i

(Continuation will follow.) i
"ﬁ"’ I
|
|

Animal Sacrifice
THE HUMANITARIAN SABHA,
TRAVANCORE

K. 8. N. for Secretary writes :—

Besides stopping animal sacrifice in move |
than fifteen temples, the Humanitarian Sabha
has worked, since its mission to Mundai |
Kaud, & revolution in the minds and condi- !
tions of the pilgrims. Poor as the immaedi- ’
ate physical effect of the work might seem, ,
there is no denying the fact that there has |
been created an atmosphere of considerable |
moral elevation. Thousands have gone {
home thinking and feeling that animal '
gacrifice is really a sacrilege. Many have '
taken back their live sheep and fowls after }
offering them to the Goddess. Many more
have resolved not to resort to animal slangh-
ter next year. Last week at Melancode,
near Padmanabhapuram, another centre for
such inhuman butchery, hundreds of those
that we saw at Mundai Kaud were also
found, but unaccompanied by animals. They
readily recognized our work, received us with
joy and realized a feeling of brotherhood in
us, they volunteered to distribute our leaf-
lets and persuaded others to stop the sacrifi-
cial form of worship. The members of
the mission at Melancode cousisted of
Messrs. K, Sivathanu Pillai, N. B. Para-
meswara Iyer, P. T. Subramania Pillay, and
- the Secretary. Four shirring lectures against
animal sacrifice were delivered to the huge
gathering in front of the Kumaracoil about a
-mile from Melancode. Thousands of leaf-
lets were also distributed among them before
the party returned at 10 p.M. The Society
did its propaganda work at Vellayani, a place
five miles from Trivandrum. There, Messrs.
Sivathanu Pillai, M. N. Pillay, B Nanoo
Pillay and the BSecretary addressed the
people. I am glad to note that no animal was
. killed on  Saturday last. (One from among
- the ‘audience aud on their behalf stood up
- and said that they would stop it.)- Nume-
:;~rons - invitations etre coming in asking - us fo
" go to, different parts of the country. Hence
“/ the work that lies before us is heavy and
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very difficult, And to add to these difficul-
ties in all our work, one important obsbacle
is the fact that the CGrovernment themselves
in ignorant sympathy with the sacrificers are
the abettors: for, in most of the temples,
Giovernment have to supply their share of
animals for sacrifices at their own cost.
The first query thersiore from the devotees
is why vpot Giovernment stop the evil first ?
They are certainly justified in asking the
question. * Charity is our bousehold divinity’

- is the sacred motto of this sacred land dedi-
' cated to Sri Padmanabha as whose agent,
- His Highness our CGrracious Mabaraja rules
: over the destinies of his subject population.
' His Highness's Government who had the
i courage to introduce reforms in the Devas-

wom and Brahmaswom departments would
not find it difficult to introduce: this small

reform by withholding their share. I ear- -

nestly request the.Government to see that
allotment therefor may be profitably turned
towards other formsof ¢Naivedyams,” such
as milk-porridge, vadais, valsaus, ete., and
of Poojas like Abhishekams with cow’s milk,

honey, tender cocoanut water, ebec. It~

Grovernment and the other owners of temples
firmly resolve to auction the flesh, skin, ete.,
of the sacrificed animal and appropriate their

sale proceeds towards the temple funds $hist-

pernicious custom will automatically cease,
ag it would be the case if thd deity were to
swallow herself the things intended for her,
I earnestly appeal to His Highness’s Govern-

ment to take prompt and immediate mea- -

sures in this direction, so that anything done
now will facilitate the work of the Sabha.
which has to struggle against superstition,’
ignorance, prejudice, antipathy and apathy. .|

This small reform, if introduced, will draw;
forth the priceless blessings of the Devas in’
the shape of peace, prosperity and happiness
to the millions of His Highness’s subjects
and to the Royal House of Travancore.

B

Close Slaughter-Houses i
' (Hells Upon Earth!)
DEATHS FROM MEAT POISON! ¢
1. India.— Five persons suddenly died in
Bombay after eating beef.——Bombay Chro-
nicle, June 5, 1919. 2]
*The alarming increase of cases of sprue
(at Igatpuri) is quite probably due o the
abeminable quality of our meat.—Times
of India, July 11, 1921
2, England.-——’[‘gggﬂ-‘
suffering wh_w:»gﬁ

Putr o

nt of human

Tit-bits of Animal Life. 11

or diseased meab is positively distressing.
Almost every day one reads in the papers
of sickness and death resulting from this
unhealthy habit.’ )
«When will the public apprebend the
signiticance of the fact that it 1s the vpractice,

ail over this country, to send animals that |

are affiicted with disease, to the butcher
to save them from dying of their maladies ?’
—Herald of the Golden Age, London,
December, 1903.

3. America —* There were in the United
States last year about 1,300 cases of acute
ptomaine poisoning. Nearly all were due to

Yhe use of meats. Fully 8,000 of these !
died within twenty-four hours after the inges-
tion of the poison. But while one dies of |
acute piomaine poisoniug, & thousand die of

chronic ptomaine poisoning.

Another reason why it is wise to dispense .
with meat as an article of focd is because of

the prevailing diseases among animals.

It is safe to say one-haif of the meat that

18 sold .in our markets is derived from ani-

mals that are more or less affected with some
~disease.

The meat-eater is much more apt to die
of germ diseases than the abstainer from
meats.'—Dr. D. H. Kress, M.D. (Signs of

‘othigeTemes, October, 1918, Journal of the Inter-
ngioua.l Tract Society, Lucknow.)

4. Diseases from Flesh-eating.—*There is
clear evidence in medical practice of the
part played by meab in causing Dyspepsias,
Enteritis and Appendicitis; in favouring
the outbreak of Typhoid and Dysentery; in
forming the rallying ground for the germs of
Tuberculosis and Cancer.’—Some Popular
Foodstuffs Exposed, by Dr. Paui Carton.

5. What to do.—1f butchers were to

kill heaithy animals only, they would

| will convince anybody that flesh-eating is
| Lthe greatest curse for mankind. :
b 7.4 prayer—~1 pray that the world's
. rulers may kindly close slaughter-houses
| (Hells Upon Earth) in their countries, and
! thereby earn the very great blessing of
! saving many human beings from sudden
; death, and many more from consumption,
{ cholera, cancer and other deadiy diseases.

8. Literature—Vegetarian literature may
be had from the Secretaries <f (1) The Bom-
bay Humanitatian League. 809, Shreff
Bazaar, Bombay, and (2) The Vegetarian
Society, Manchester, England.

LABHSHANKAR LAXMIDAS,
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of pounds, they would be runined and

their families would have to starve. |

So they will always Kkiil as many
diseased animals as possible for human food.
The only remedy against the evil is that
instead of expecting either the Butchers or
the Meat Inspectors to become Angeis,
prudent and life-loving flesh-eaters should
resolve to become vegetarians, thereby saving
themselves and their dear ones from the
risk of some day suddenly failing victims
to some deadly disease such as cholera
or consumption.

6. Greatest Curse for Mankind.—It has
become a fashion in the world to prohibit
Drink by-law. But a study of the subjoet
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" course is possible, with the offender.

D 00 0 00 > 05 3 @ 7

HOW TO STOP CRUELTY

When a person witnesses an act of cruelty there are two courses of
procedure open. Either the humane sympathizer can directly command
the offender to desist, or can ask police interference when an officer can be
found. The first step should be to explain and reason, where such a
There are few persons who have
no spark of kindness in their breasts. A reasonable appeal for humanity

usually meets with success.

Most cruelty is the result of passion, a wrong training or heedless-
ness. It is usually better to convince persons that their course is wrong
and unjustifiable than to seek to terrorize them by immediate appeal to
the law and the threat of severe punishment. If a remonstrance is made
in a kindly and friendly spirit it will commonly win prompt éompliance
and secure relief. We believe that it is better to win a culprit’s humane

conversion, than to secure severe punishment.
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Lon\rlctlons for the year 1922

. - ‘T

This return 1s pubhshed to inform the pubhc o.
the nature and extent of acts of cruelty to animals
discovered by the Society in the City of Madras.

The following CONYICTIONS for cruelty to animal
were obtained in Madras during the Whole year 192

*

by the Somet’y s Agents —
1. Working Horses in an unfit state 60
2. Do.  Ponies: do. L e .. 418 <
3. Do. Bullocks - do. ... 1,758
4. Do. Biffaloes do. e 72
5. Do.- Mules _  do. -

6. Cows ill-treated }\ 4 e e
7. Calves do. 29
8. Fowls do. : e ee.. 8
9. Donkeys do. - e e e
10. Goading Bulls _ . .

11. Overloading e O A
12. Owners causing cruelty ... e .[. 56

Total 2 32\1‘«
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'I'he soclety 1s supported only by Voluntary Contributions.
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