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TIT-BITS OF ANIMAL LIFE

A QUARTERLY ADVOCATE OF HUMANITY FOR SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES
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Cruelty to Animals
So far as we know India was the first
country to recognize the duty of kindness
to 'animals. It is recorded that Asoka
established hospitals for animals as well

has been at work along various channels.
[t employs agents to secure evidence and
initiate prosecutions where cruelty takes
place ; it maintains, like Asoka, a Pinjra-
pole where aged animals past work are
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he will be to his owneér. Cruelty is a
debased instinct; it is a sort of disease
of the character, and the more it is in-
dulged in, the more a man deteriorates ;
the man who is cruel to animals is nc:
likely to be kind to children, even to his
own ; and children treated unkindly tend
to grow up callous and cruel, so that the
evil goes on growing from one genera-
tion to another. Also children who see
men and women ill-treating animals are apt
to imitate the bad example.

Cruelty to animals debases the national
character, humanity exalts it.

For these reasons, it is the common
concern of all citizens that cruelty should
be prevented and punished ; and humanity
should be encouraged. ‘

For forty-one years the Madras Society
for the Prevention of Cruélty to Animals
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of bullocks, which gives them great pain ;
and a very large proportion of the working
bullocks have dislocated joints in their.
tails. Another crvel practice is to goad
the animal with a pointed stick. Where
the skin is broken, poisonous and irritating
dust will probably set up a sore.

There is an unfortunate superstition
that burning patterns in the hides of oxen
keeps off disease. There is no basis in
fact for this belief, and the branding,
besides giving theanimal unnecessary pain,
also diminishes the value of the hide when
tanned. ‘

Horrible torture is inflicted on young
cattle by the practice of mulling. ‘This
consists of pounding the testicles between
two stones, and as a result the animal is so
prostrate with pain as to be incapable of
working for some days subsequently. This
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26 Tit-Bits of Animal Life.

aperation is unknown in Europe and
America, and therefore cannot be neces- .
sary. On this point owners should read i
the Agricultural Departmentleaflet * Castia-
tion and Mulling ". '

Much unnggessary suffering is caused to
animals during transit by sea, and in
slanghter-houses ; and with regard to
these matters the Madras Society has been
specially active.

Another cruel practice is carrying fowls
and ducks alive to or from market by their -

dog. Tt is not too much to sav that in
many cases profitable farming would be
impossible without the aid and protection
afforded by a faithful and intelfigent dog.
It we sce a dog shrink and cower at his
master’s approach mmstead of bounding to
mect him with undisguised delight, are we
not apt to judge of the man’s character by
this fact and suspect that, in spite of any
profession he may make to the contrary,
he is at heart cruel and selfish?  Dr.
Norman Macleod said once, * | would give

legs with their heads hanging down. In | nothing for that man’s religion whose cat

fact the evidences of cruelty that one sees
on all sides when walking in Madras are

very saddening, and it is even worse to ]

take a drive in a hired bandy, because
almost always the horse is under-fed, and
over-tired, and the driver has so little idea
of his duties beyond continually beating
the animal and tugging at the bit.

The remedy must lie with public opinion,
The Society should have more public
support, both moral and *inancial. We
ought, much more than we do, to take the
initiative in our own hands, and at least
remonstrate when we see instances of
cruelty. The duty of humanity should be
taught more effectively in the schools;
and in every way we should show our
resolution to wipe away this unworthy
stain on the land of Asoka.—From the
Publicity Bureaw, Madras.

Man's Faithful Friend

In all countries the dog is the commonest
of household pets. He is the chosen
companion of all classes of people, and
Cuvier gives him the distinction of being
the only animal that has followed man
" over the whole earth. Dogs give faithful
and valuable service in return “for the
protection they receive from their masters.
[n cold northern countries where there are
no horses or oxen, dogs are used to draw
sledges and hunt wolves; on sheep-farms
they defend the flocks, guide them from
the pastures to the sheepfold and keep
them together if night or storm overlakes
them. The dog is the farmer’s Dbest
friend ; he guards his poultry yarq from
foxes, native cats, and othgr vermin ; he
protects his garden .and his house from
thieves ; he drives his cattle afield and
brings them home. [nnumerable are the-
stories which tell of life and property sav
by the timely warning given by thg h' e

and dog are not the better for it,” a senti-
ment that we can most heartily endorse.
Most people profess to love a dog, vet
there is plenty of cruelty to them because
of ignorance as to their commonest wants.
Ignorance overfeeds them, carclessness
¢ starves  them, wilfulness flogs, stones,
terrifies, kicks, and teases. them, bhut
through it all the dog never loses the
character that man has given him; he is,
and ever will be known as ¢ the faithful dog.’

Let us consider for a moment the best
way of showing that kindness which is his
due. The first thing a dog nceds is a
master whom he can love, trust, and
defend ; who will give him a home and
food, and to whom obedience will be a
pleasure. Can you call it a home, if,
contrary to all the instincts that nature has
given him, he is kept ever chained up,
with scarce room to turn. frecly about in ?
Dogs need excrcise coery day, and cannot be
well or happy withow! 7. What misery it
must be for an active dog to be fastened
by a chain, often a short one, in all kinds
of weather, hot or cold, wet or dry.  What
wonder that our ears are so often pained
by the constant pleading bark or whining
of some unhappy chained dog. People
ought to realize that they have no right to
keep their dogs chained so that they may
annoy their neighbours in this way and
thus become a nuisance. A savage dog
that cannot be trusted to run loose had
better be humancly disposed of than be
kept to suffer.

There is always danger, especially in hot
weather, that a dog when tied will suffer
from neglect. People who are not too
ignorant to know that he requires food
_gg{l..g‘leag water are often too careless to
21VGait, O My—the water especially—and
e constiime st which comes from
is so great that these
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careless folks would be well-nigh crazy
if they had to suffer it themselves. There

are reasons which any veterinary surgeon !

could explain, that make it essential to lhe
realth of a dog to have his iiberty for several
frours daily.

The best way to kech a dog lhal needs

restraind is to put him in a yard with a
high fencc. U you would have your dog

healthy, cive him a clean bed, give him ¢

enough food, and to sonie too kind people
we would add the needful warning, do not
over-feed thenm.—/From pamphlet published

by the Victorian Society for the Prolection of

Animals, Melbourne, Australta.

S.P.C.A. Magic Lantern Lectures at

Trichinopoly

In October last Mr. N. C. Rangaswami
Aiyangar, Superintendent of the Society,
proceeded to Trichinopoly at the request
of the Committee of the 5.P.C.A. of that
place and delivered five lectures on * Kind-
ness to Animals ' i different schools and
public places in the town. Thesc lectures
were of great educative value and highly
appreciated by one and all.  The following
incidents show what influence they have
had on some of the young men who
attended them. At the close of the lecture
at St. John's Vestry School, presided
over Mr. P: Macqueen, [.C.S., Collector
and District Magistrate of Trichinopoly,
ovne of the Anglo-Indian boys seems to
have handed a catapult which was long
used by him to the lecturer saving that he
was much moved by his lecture that he
would no longer use such an instrument of
torture. Some of the other boys of the
school, after hearing the lecture, volun-
teered their services to the lecturer and,
without minding darkness and distance,
carried his magic lantern and other articles
from the school to the place where he was

halting, thereby showing their enthusiasm. -

We are glad that the Trichinopoly
S.P.C.A., under its energetic and enthusi-
astic President, Captain Reginald Wigfall,
and Secretary, Mr. R. Srinivasa Iyengar, is
doing excellent work and trust other Socie-
tiesin the presidency will follow its example.

S.P.C.A, Agent is a Public Servant

It was decided in a recent case by the
High Court of Madras on a revision peti-
tion against the judgment of the Second
Presidency Magistrate, Georgetown, that
agents of the S.P.C.A. having been

appointed as police officers in respect of
offences under Section 33 of the Madras
City Police Act and being therefore
empowered to arrest offenders under that
section, are public servants within the mean-
ing of Section 21 (8), Penal Code, and that
if they take any illegal gratification in the
discharge of their duties, they are guilty
I under Section 161 of the Indian Penal Code.
The Madras S.P.C.A, Prize Essay
} Competition for 1922
The subjects for this year’s Prize Essay
| Competition are—
(1) For College Students, ‘ Suggestions
. to promote Kindness to Animals among the
| younger generation.’
: (2) For High School Students,
; “ Animals’ love and care for their offspring.”’
: One gold medai will be awarded for the
tbest English essay written by a student
! (boyv or girl) of any College in the Piesi-
‘dency including Mysore, on the subject
Iprescribed above for College students;
| and one gold medal and one siiver medal
| for the best English and the best Verna-
i cular essay respectively by a student (boy
Lor girl) of any school in the Presidency,
including Mysore on the subject prescrib-
ed above for school students. The
essays ought to be sent so as to reach
the Honorary Secretary on or before
February 1, 1923.

The rules of the competition may be had
on application to the Honorary Secretary.

The Committee appeals once again to
the heads of schools and colleges in this
Presidency to induce their students to
enter into the essay competition in larger
numbers than before, as reading, thinking
and writing on subjects such as those
prescribed for the present competition will
awaken in the minds of young men love
and sympathy for the animal world and
make them co-operate in the humane work
of the Society.

Change in the Editorship of this Journal

Owing to pressure of official *duties,
M.R.Ry. K. Chengalvaraya Aiyar Avl.,
4.A., B.L., has resigned the editorship of
this journal and the Committee has appoint-
ed M.R.Ry. Rai Saheb G. Venkataranga
Rao, M.a., as editor in his place. The
Committee has placed on record its appre-
ciation of the able manner in which Mr.
Chengalvaraya Aiyar has conducted the

journal during the past three years.
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One Made for All

Has God, thou fool, worked solely for thy good,
Thy joy, thy pastime, thy attire, thy food ?
Who for thy table feeds the wanton fawn,

For him as kindly spread the flow’ry lawn :

Is it for thee the lark ascends and sings?

Joy tunes his voice, joy elevates his wings :

Is it for thee the linnet pours his throat?
Loves of his own and raptures swell the note.
The bounding steed you pompously bestride
Shares with his lord the pleasure and the pride.
Is thine alone the seed that strews the plain?
The birds of heaven shall vindicate their grain:
Thine the full harvest of the golden year?

Part pays, and justly, the deserving steer :

The hog, that ploughs not, nor obeys thy call,
Lives on the labours of this lord of all.

Know, Nature's children, all divide her care ;
‘The fur that warms a monarch warm’d a bear.

Wtile man exclalms, ¢ See all things for my use !
“Se man for mine !”’ replies a pampered goose ;

Ana just as short of reason must he fall,
Who thinks all made for o;ne, not one for all.

‘)9

\ ALEXANDER POPE.
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Convictions for the Year 1922,

This return is published to inform the public of the
natare and extent of acts of cruelty to animals dis-
covered by the Society in the City of Madras.

The following CONVICTIONS for cruelty to animals
were obtained in Madras during the first nine months of the
year 1922 by the Society’s agency :—

1. Working Horses in an unfit state 85
2. Do. Ponies do. 364
3. Do. Bullocks do. 1,103
4. . Do. Buffaloes do
5.« Do. Mules do.
6.~ Cows-ill-treated ... U 1
7.‘ Ca.lVeS do. - ... T e e 44
8. Pigs do. .. . .. 2
9. Fowls . do.: T e e o 5
10- Goading Bulls e
11. Overloading T S
12. Owners causing oruelty Wi e 38

Tot_a'l 1%'61‘2
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U BT 5 D # 175 6 FTY G5 SOOWD ... 55
2. ‘ 3} @,;‘)GU)FLDL._L_/EZJE%V " 364
3. 9 1 (% g1 Do . 1,103
4. . o GImws D 185%r ’
3. oo C’&ﬂ@@/m/ sqpenganw . ooee
6. usdalni e @iGw @pps .. .- 1
1. 6TDE G lpslrs g uB P Sop ... 44
8. wearfsbr ' e ¢ 2
9. Caryflsten ’ T 5
10. amostr s15msCarency Gremgarg | .
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The Soqiety is snpported(bnly by Voluntary Contributions.
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