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Performing Animals
TRAINING OF WILD BEASTS

SAVAGERY OF CIVILIZATION
(Concluded.)
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literally fainted, and was only got on to his
feet agaim * with the uncertain step of loco-
wmotor ataxia' by being douched with bucket

“after bucket of water. A fortnight of this

Sja.mbOkS, tridents, sptked collars, saddles, |

and clubs (for lions), s.oeel spikes, electric
cages (for making tigers jump and roar with
make-believe ferocity), wire whips  are the
normal properties for training stage animals.
One method of grinding down a bear’s spirit
into the abject submission necessary for

training purposes is very ingenious, The -

animal is lassoed and a <choke’ collar
attached. When he is helpless, a hole is
punched through one nostril and a metal
ring clamped to it. The beagrips it out,
and a second ring is inserted in the other
postril. If this 1s torn out, the hole for
the ring is made in the septum of the
nostrils, and if that fails, through each ear.
There is & case on record of a bear so
recalcitrant to education that he tore the
ring out five times and saved himselﬁ thus
from the amenities of further Qisc1pline‘
An eye-witness relates 'how a tiger was

trained. _
Tirst noosing and lassoing: then a heavy

and his tigerhood departed. A broken,
glavish shadow of & onee burning mettle was

* ready for the arena.

The actnal training of animals for the
stage is only the fiery part of their ordeal.
On the one side, there is the performance—
the routine of imbecilities which is the goal
of their torments, the mental disgrace of
their audience, and their own unremitting
strain, hewilderment, and constant terror of

* the consequences of failure in feats even more

unnatural to them than bounding on all

- fours and eating and drinking without hands

is to men and women. The psychological
rack of satisfying their trainers up to a
compulsory pitch beyond the orbit of their

' natural intelligente is on its own plane as

collar with rope attached. He is now ready

for the trainer, who enters the cage with
revolver, whip, and steel fork. The beast
os—and the men holding t}}e rope
ontsiae the cage haul sharp on to it at the
top of the parabola, bringing him down with
o crash on the floor. The trainer then goes
for him, pounding his nose with the butt end
of the whip and Jabbing with the fc_)rk, until
he is forced to rest from exhaustion. The
process is continued—spring, fall, pounding
—-until the spiritis cudgelled out of him.
The way he was then forced up into an iron

sprin

seat is too disgusting to repeat. Fnough
# that ab the end of his first day’s training he

severe as the physical martyrdom endured
to achieve it. On the other side, the condi-
tions of stage travelling and acecommodation
make it inevitable that they should be con-
fined in boxes, packing cases, and cages,
cramped very often to their own lengths
where they lie from rehearsal to rehear-
sal or performance to performance in dark-

- ness and damp, and without respite, exercise,
| variety, or interest of any kind. As animals
- are often trained through starvation, a re-

finement of pain is distilled from the hours
of listless waiting. There are people with
heads even softer than their hearts who main-
tain an analogy between the tficksiness of
their own pet creatures and the vulgar
grotesqueries of performing animals. They
forget that the latter are professionals,
machines for extracting money for mounie-
banks ; that their antics are compulsory;
that they must not on any account fail;
that speed and efficiency must go together,
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and force and terror are the only agents that
will make them. A performing animal that
is not drilled down to the final obedience of
mechanical response is a contradiction in
terms. One marvels ab the magnanimity
of these miserable beasts-—that they so
seldom turn and rend their persecutors—
until one sees it is not that, but the last
abagsemeunt of craven terror. It takes some
terrorism to make an elephant groan like a
man in anguish, a bear shut its eyes and
cover up its face, and a tiger whimper.

It is a grim thought that civilized human
beings should behuve like savages in their
darker religious rites in order %o make
aniraals behave like lunatics. It is grimmer
that there 18 method in the madness, and
system in the savagery. But it is grimmest
when onc reflects of the responsibility
Labour must bear in championing the trade
that lives by these atrocities. The history
of Trade Unionism has been one of an effort
to loosen the grip of the master upon the
human servant, and, howaver vaguely, one
has come to associate the progress of Labour
with a freer and more enlightened vision of
weall being. And here we have one of the
most prominent Trade Unions entering into
an arrangement with a Labour M. P. to
gafeguard the interests of employers in their

- struggle to keep in perpetnal servitude, under

monstrous conditions of housing and by
methods of deliberate cruelty, a form of
labour which receives no puy and cannot
voice its own wrongs. Labour can well afford
to dissocliate itself from such a cause.
—The Nation.
e

Bangalore
THE S.P.CA.

"The General Committee of the S.P.C.A
held a meeting on Thursday at the Gym-
khana pavilion. Mr. H. (. Clinch presid-
ed and the members of the committee
present included Colonel Skipwith, Mr.
‘T Austin, Colonel Carter, Colonel Gun-
ter, Captain Thayagaraj, Mr. W.G. Pad-
dock, Mr. Ananda Rao and Captain J.
Lynch, Hoporary Secretary.

A letter was read from Sir Lieslie Mil-
ler tendering his resignation. Colonel Skip-
with proposed, and it was unanimously
approved, that the committee desire
to place on record their appreciation of
the invaluable services which Sir Leslie
Miller rendered to the Society of which

he has been the President since 1916, and
their regret at the unavoidable termina-
tion of his Presidentship.

It was then proposed by Colonel Carter
and seconded by Mr. Austin that Lord
Ruthven and Mr. Clinch be appointed
Joint Vice-Presidents.

It was decided to hold a Horse and
Anmmal Show in late December or early
January, and the following sub-commit-
tees were appointed to officiate with power
to add to their number :—Horse Show:
President :—Colonel P.A. Skipwith. Colo-
nel J. Desara] Urs, Colonel H. Cornes
and Captain J. Lynch to arrange details
for the Animal Show: Captain Thayagaraj,
Mr. Davidson, Colonel Carter, the Rev.
K. Brownrigg, Subhadar Swamy Raoand
Mr. Chengiri.

The Secretary was authorized to obtain
an estimate for clothing for the inspectors,
amount not to exceed Ks. 180, and was
instructed to arrange for the hearing of
cases by the Bench of Magistrates at a
specified time so that the outdoor duties
of the Society's inspectors should not be
unduly encroached apon.

A half-yearly financial statement was
furnished by the Secretary and showed
an increase of receipts over expenditure
for the first half-year of Rs. 372.

Mr. R. B. Plumer, Judge of the Chief
Court, has been elected to, and has accept-
ed, the Presidentship of the S. P, C. A.,
vice Sir Leslie Miller, who has resigned
office on finally leaving Bangalore.

Bees Swarm on a Man

After a swarm of his own bees had
settled on him, Mr. P. E. Brown, of the
post office, Wymeswold, Lioughborough,
walked thus laden to a hive, to which he
successfully traunsferred them. Recount-
ing his experience he said; ‘I had no
jacket on when they settled on me, and
my shirt sleeves were turned up. 1 shout-
ed to a friend to comme and take a photo-
graph, but he dared not come anywhere
near me. [ then tried to find the queen,
and after a few moments espied her run-
ning up on to my shoulder. I quickly
caught her, and then wﬂ ed.bo g hive I
had previously preparg” P4y,
handfuls of bees ﬂy hips.
them at the eqtr@ge“b’f the hive
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the queen. Then I gave several jumps |
and shook the bulk of the bees off me, but
not for half an hour did I rid myself of all
the bees. Throughout the whole opera-
tion I did not receive a single sting.

Some American Pests
Cocoanut © Lot

arently the Ceylon cocoanut planter
haspslzill mg,ch to ge thankf_ul for, says
a Colombo paper. An American weekly
gives some reasons for his being so in the

wing : '

to%s mgny planters know to their cost
few trees have more enemies than the
coconut, or, as some ca.l! it, the cocoanut,
on the products of which so many mil-
lions of the white and coloured races

d.
dellz’?cl)lnkeys and wild elephants rob 'the
plantations and work great damage. The
monkeys, with almost human intelligence,
place sentinels to give the alarm of danger
and form long lines or queues to hand
along the fruits or nuts that are disposed
of with astonishing quickness. The ele-
phants are 80 fond of the young, tender
leaves that often it is necessary to guard
the trees by lighting fires and firing guns
during the night. _

Wild hogs and porcupines also eat the
roots of the invaluable palms. They do
jmmense hurt to the trees, like the Malay
bear, or coco bear, that 1s so ravenous of
the tender leaves. The shaggy little ani-
mal, which climbs the palm very nimbly,
geldom attacks tbe natives of the Malay
Peninsula. Indeed, it is said that the
coco bear, instead of attacking the women
and children it meets astray in the jungle,
has on several occasions found them food
¢ Iped them.

&D(Iinggcgs certainly effect havoc on the
coco tree and its fruit, but animals are
the chief foes of the coco planter, both in
the Pacific and Indian islands. One queer
enemy is the so-called marten of the palm
trees—a strange animal that climbs the
coco and drinks the milk in the nuts.
The marten is about nineteen inches long,
and is as thick in the body as the average
cab. It is found in Java and in Southern

. . : X d
Asia, and is one of the most fearless an
ferocious fighters. Its head and teeth are

like a wildcat’s.

Kvery season this very odd looking ani-
mal spoils countless cocoanuts. In Java
the natives declare it does this out of sheer
hatred to human beings, whom the marten
of the palm tree attacks with even less
hesitation than the most savage weasel.

KFrequently the palw squirrel is to be
seen frisking on the trees on the Hast
Indian shores. When it can, this squirrel
makes use of the holes gnawed in the
green nuts by the marten to drink what
18 left of the milk. Yet it also can tap
the nuts and sip its fill of their delicious
fluid. ~

Many are the enemies of the coco palm
and its nut; and among the worst are
birds. Beautiful and interesting it is to
sse the parrots climbing and chattering,
all gorgeous in their plumage and sucking
the pollen of the splendid golden flowers
that grow above the green leaves of the
coco palms; they and the macaws destroy
the fertility of many, many cocoanut trecs.
However, they are not as destructive as a
kind of sea swallow—the black noddy.
It builds its nest among the stalks of the
leaves, and when stormy weather prevents
it from flying out to sea it passes its time
pecking the flowers of the palm, and in
this way causes at times a very poor yield
of nuts on certain of the East Indian
islands.

Insects also prey on the coco palm.
I'he termites, or white ants, build their
nests on the tops of the trees and kill them
from their crowns, and the species that
find a home at their base roots poison
them. Among many others, the rhinoceros
heetle, that is very like a minjature model
of the unicorn rhinoceros, cuts his way
into the leaves and eats the topinost sprout,
while his wife bores holes in the trunk to
lay her eggs in it and kill the tree.

—~F—

Madras Homing
Society
YOUNG BIRDS RACE
The first Nandalur race of the above
Society was held on the 9th instant,

direct distance to winners loft being 114
miles 840 yards.

In all 38 young birds competed in the
event and particulars of the first nine
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arrivals are given below. The birds were
liberated at 6-30 a.n. in fine weather.
Yards per
minute
My. T. G. Parry’s black and
white pied cock ¢ Swanea’ ... 1,105-2*
Mr. P G Parry’s red chequer

hen ‘ Princess’ ... 1,092-8
Mr. P. Baldrey's blue chequer

pied cock © As you were’ . 1,us7-81
Mr. P, Baldrey’s red chequer

cock ¢ Ocean star’ ... ... 1,082-9
Mr. P. Baldrey’s blue chequer

cock ¢ Freckles’ v LOTR-5
Mr. P. Baldveyv's blue chequer

cock ¢ Perfection, . 1,075-6

Mr. C.T. Car’s black chequer
pied cock ‘ Champion laddie' 1,071-8%
Mr. C. 8. Pillay’s blue cock
‘Decoration’
Mr. C. 8. Pillay’s blue chequer
‘Modesty’ v 1,066
As per Rule 28, ‘As youwere” wins 2nd
prize.

1,069-2

- /ﬂ: -

Intelligence of Magpies
By EDITH PAUL GRAHAM

Jimmy and Maggie were two of the

cleverest magpies imaginable. ‘They were
hatched in the brushwood near a creek in
the Canadian West.  We took them from

their home and mother when they were !

only a few days old and made them an arti-
ficial nest in an old tin bucket which we
hung on the side of the house on sunshiny
days and took inside it night.
When they grew chilly they would scold
until we coverced them, when they grew too
‘\\'zu‘m they would scold until we uncovercd
them. Whenever they were hungry they
would set up a noisy, scolding cry.  If we
offered them water when they were crying
for food they would immediately spit out

the water and begin their crying again ; if |

we gave them something to eat when they

were begging for drink they would dis. |

gustedly spit out the food and conmnence
scolding once more.  They ‘got what they
wanted’ by their persistence in scolding
until we understood.

* Winner of Ist 1)1-i2é and all pools .

Rs. 2, Re. 1 and As. 8..
t Winner of “nd prize.
{ Winner of 3rd prize.

One day the little children discovered
that Jimmie and Muggie were fond of cut-
worms, so cutworms they had! When we
found about it, they had fed them a fruit jar
lid full of worms and the next morning

" Jimmie and Maggie were dead. For once,
they had failed to gauge their appetite and
- and spit out the surplus.

There was true mourning among the
whole family for the loss. of these pets as
we had all grown to love the intelligent
creatures.

—h—

Seamen Rescue Puppy

A tale of the ocean that shows that sailors
are often the kindest of men despite appea-
rances was  published in the New Vors
i Times, January 6. According to the ac-
count, the crew of the United States Mail
i Line steamer Hudson rescued a puppy from
" drowning after they had saved the crew of a

wrecked trench schooner off the banks of
Newfoundland. The rescue was cifected
after the captain of the schooner had been
washed overboard and drowned.
Chief Officer Cummings commanding a
little boat from the Hudson took off the sur-
viving members of the crew and the New-
foundland dog, Jennie. Just
- leaving the derelict, Compass,
' one leg broken during the st

“the  rail and whined.

as they were
a puppy with
ornl came to
Emile Rousseau,
! pleaded for the rescue of his pet, and Officer

; Cummings had the boat rowed back and
I' took the dog safely off.
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To My I?ussies

To Tommy and y%Imp,
And Dick and Boy,
My playful pussies,

So full of joy;

Your lives are full of wholesome things,
As chases for nuts and jumps for strings ;
And darting at dogs and bumble bees ;
And rolling in grass and racing up trees ;
You love to watch the water drip,

You love to scratch and claw the nip ;
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You love to climb and /brou love to chase,

You love to hide and ybu love to race ;

You love to eat till your tummies swell,

Then wash your faces and paws so well;

And you love to purringly cuddle and creep
Into mistress’ arm)s and fall asleep ;

Then to wake her up béfore 'tis light,
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To begin your day so new and bright.
VIRGINIA W. SARGENT.
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Convictions for the Year 1922.

This return is published to iuform the public of the
nature and extent of aces of cruelty to animals dis-
covered by the Society in the City of Madras.

The following CONVICTIONS for cruelty to animals
were obtained in Madras (uring the first half of the year
1922 by the Society's agency -

1. Working Horses in an unfit state 37
2. Do. Ponies . = do. 219
3. Do. Bullocks dol RURBETG 778
4, Do. Buffaloes dc PR
5. Do. Mules dc, SO
6. Cows ill-treated o T 1
7. Calves do. - . 37
8. Fowls do. e T 4
9. Donkeys do. - L e
10. Goading Bulls . A

11 Overloading . . .. . . .
12, Owners causing crueltv » 27
§ Total ... 1103
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The Society is supported only by Voluntary Contributions.
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