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NOTE.

The value of a rupee (the Indian silver coin and of its
3 : . . - -
tractxons, a]though constant in this country, 1s, for the

purposc of calculation in foreign countries, subject to
modifications corresponding to the fluctuations in the rate
of cxchange,  IFor instance, one anrna (1/16th of a rupee
was worth 24 and nearly 34. a short time agof while at
the present rate of exchange it is slightly more than 14,
and thus the anwa is always of more value in India than
the mere exchange value would indicate. It is merely for
the sake of convenience that 1 have supposed oue anna

=1d. in this book.

To quote a concrete instance, on page 126 of the
book, when pointing to the rise in wages, | say the
labourer now easily earns five or six annas daily, T should
be taken to mean not only that the wages bave now doubled

emselves, but that they are actually moie than sd. or 64,

ty. In fact these figuies represent wages rates of ghe

=a. 1919 when the book was originally drafted, they_have
«r gone up to eight antas orgd. a day.

One maund =40 seers =80 Ibs. (avoird. .
One acre = about 5 Indian Bighay,
One million =10 lacs.

Ten millions = 1 crore.

(8d.) IDRIS AHMAD
sth March 1921. |



' pREFACE.

: / The tendency t© .ignore th¢ present z.md t.o
) he past is universal. ' Macaulay in 'hxs

: of England calls attention to the delusion
.ijv,tor)’ d ;Den to “over-rate the happiness of
which lej Lsreﬁerations. " “Since childhood, ” he
rcmarksn,?‘ f have been seeing nothing but pro-

and hearing of nothing but decay.”
far as these misleading notions of the
(e

ast were merely discussions in private circles,
Snd interested the aged and. cheered their leisure
hours, when they lmd. xl(;)thmg better to do, they
were harmless. But it 15 10 1{@ deplored that
indiscriminate admiration of the past should
_persuade us Lo se€ nothing good in the present-—
i _y——should lead us .to believe that ever'ythin_g
s going wrong. I'his state of our feelings is
- positively harmful to the progress of_ the. country.
It is difficult to cure a man who persists in believ-
ing himself to be hope'lcssly il The magnitude
of the literature, pouring from all sides, full of

glorify t

precedi

gress,‘
50

our

bitter criticism levelled at the present Indian
administration is simply surprising.

The- result has been the antipathy, hatred,
and bitter feelings, so much in evidence of late,
agaionst those who arc entrusted with the work of
administration.

I am concerned only with the student world
which is the most impressionable portion of the

L
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population.  The Indian parents  seldom r(:;llis@f
their responsibilitics in respect of their children,;
I affirm, on the strength of personal observation;
and experience, that the younger vencration is
being rendered discontented by this melancholy-
song being constantly dinned into their cars.

In this little book T have tried to show that j
the present state of affairs in our country is not %
so gloomy as is generally represcnted, and that¥
India, instead of losing anything, has gained;
immensely during the last v350 years. [ am con-
vinced that of a multtude of facts<§ -
concerming the present admimistration of the coun-
try is at the root of the growing ¢loom that seems

1onorance

Bad

to be surrounding those classes whose knowledge
of things in gencral entircly depends upon what
they are fold. It may prove a relief to many o
them to know for themselves that the present is?
much more enjoyable than they are so often” led|
to belicve. f

In compiling this book [ have gleaned in-
formation from the following books, and 1 am
grateful to the officers of the Government of |
India who provided me with the latest printed
records of their departments, as well as to local
officers who lent me books {rom their libraries.
There 1s an immense amount of information in
the books and official records which need wide
publicity, but the scope of my book being limited,
I can only introduce a mere fraction of it

* B

If my readers notice that some facts are
alluded to more than once, 1 beg to remind
them that in education the maxim is * Aeep
3 Ao - 0"
Repeating.

:
Books Consnlted,
1. “ Peoples and Problems of Iudia” by Sir T. W, Holderness.
“ Pogland's Work in India™ by Sir W. W. Huauter.
Tmperial Gazetteer of [ndia tnew edition), volumes I to 1V,
Census Reports of India for the year wyir.
The Government of India Memorandum of some of the results
of Indian Administration (1911).
6, * Aina Tarikh Numa™ by Raja Shiv Parshad of Benares.
7. The Land Revenue Policy of the Indian Government.
8. * The titizen of ludia” by Sir W. Lee-Warner,
g. ‘*India’s Needs” by Dr, John Murdoch, LL.D.
10, * New lnodia” by H. 1. S, Cotton,
11, Financial Statement and Budget for 1919-20 published by the
Government of India,
¥2. Finauce and Revenue Accounts of the Government of Tudia for
1y37-18,
13
ment of India for 1917,
14. landian Sanitary Policy.
15. Progressof Educatioun in India, 1912—1917, by the Hon'ble Mr, H,
Sharp, C.5.1, C.LE,
16, lndiau Fducation in 1gr7-18,
17.  Resolution of the Govermmeut of India on Local Self-gevernment.
18, Aunnual Report on the Posts and Telegraphs of India for 1417-18
by the Director-Genera} of Posts and Telegraphs.
19, Progressive {ndia by Mr. A. K. Ghose, Bar.-at-Law,
20, England and India, by Messrs, Longmans Green & Co,
at. The Indian Year Book for t9ig.

3
4.
5,

Annual Report of the Sanitary Commissioner with the Govern-

Bijwog, U, P,
} M, IDRIS AHMAD.

The vsth Augustrgig,



4
PREFACLE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

The original draft of this hook was ready
for the Press in August 1919, but dearth of
paper  stood in the way, and publication was
delayed till December when paper came to hand.
The book was printed in the first week of January
1920, and I began to receive a series of en-
@umging letters as soon as the book was pub-
lished. The Vernacular Press of the country, too,
showed its appreciation of the book by their
favourable comments and by recommending its
contents to the thoughtful notice  and considera-
tion of impartial critics. I quote below an ex-
tract from one of the leading and most popular
Urdu papers of these provinces, which is believed
to command the largest circulation, and which
amply reviewed my book in its issue of 24th
February 1920 1 — '

“This book places before its readers fae
and figures in sulpport ofo(t)l;Z l:tbC*'ItcL]drdus s
India has made under the British\r (1 } 'progrcss

sh rule, wl

ndia . hich hag
creatly added to the merit of tl

' 1 book, and
strengthened its claim  {or the attention  of the
reacing public. Inview of the fact that cach of th 4
important topics dealt with in the hook require(el
separate volume for its proper discussion th
conusu.less of the book looks like ‘putting’ th(—i
oclczm. mto a goblet”  Owing to the juciiciou:
selection of necessary statistics and figures, which

5

obviously can be the result of many years’ labour
and research, the capable author has made the book
a very valuable work of reference, being a useful
abstract of so many unwieldy Directories.. .........
‘The DBritish administration of India has heen
subject to adverse criticism for the past 4o years.
This criticism has gradually assumed the shape
of a violent tempest in the universal noise of which
any countervoice can scarcely be heard. At such
a juncture Maulvi Idris Ahmad's announcement
that ‘thou hast described all the vices of the wine,
now listen to ifs virules as well’ points to his
courage which deserves all praise. The critics
of the Government usually pick up and parade
only such facts and incidents as can most
conveniently be utilised in villifying the Govern-
ment. Maulvi Idris Ahmad has used this same
method in favour of the Government and has
tried to vanquish his opponents by their own
Weapons .........

The book was also welcomed in official
circles as calculated todo a great deal of good in
clearing up many misconceptions concerning the
present administration of India, I was requested
to publish the book in English and other Indian
vernaculars, and more than one chairman of
the District Boards asked my permission to
publish it serially in the District Gazettes. Thus
the book was welcomed equally by the Press,
by the public and by officials. The first edition
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ran out in less than two months, and the second

edition is now being submitted to the public.
The contents of the book need no important modi-

fication. Tt may, however, be pointed out here

that the Reform scheme referred to in Chapter
kXV has been sanctioned by H. M. the King-
Emperor, and will come into force from
1921. Under this scheme the Indians h
allowed a very la

the entire countr
of responsible

January
ave been
rge share in the Government of
Yy prepmaratory to the attainment
~government (or coniplete self-
government). The Governor-General's Executive
Council, which only a few ve
members, now counts thre
bers.

ars ago had no Indian
¢ Indians among its mem-
The provinces have been given the
measure of independence of the Governm
India in legislative, administrative, and financial

matters.  The Legislative Counci
enlarged and

argest
ent of

Is have been
made more representative,
an overwhelming majority of el
members,

h;wing
ccted non-official
and these Councils henceforward will

have ample Opportunities of

influencing  the
Government.

From January 1921 British India
will be divided into eight  administrative

Divisions or Governorships, vz, (1) Bombay, (2)

Madras, (3) Bengal, (4) the U, P., (5) the Punjab,
(6) Bihar and Orissa, (7) Central Provinces and

(8) Assam. Each province will have at its head

a Governor-in-Council. Each of these councils

will consist of two members, one Englishman

7

1 Indian. Associated with thi’s Executn(*)er
Co Ol?e' art of the Government will be one N
CounClllnc(llsialljl( Ministers chosen.frf)m am?nlg sz
et bers of the Provincial L‘egls ati
eleCteql merﬁr:ll the subjects of administration
gz?::c;.ow been divided into two hcla;@:@.r\ig
The Transferred Subjects and (2) t i‘erred e
Subjects. The former or the ?1(;115_ red Su>
j 1l consist of (2) Local Sel -:;ov et
%(;I;tsl\v;edicll Public Health and ;agx&;t;re ,

o 1 5 (¢ 11 ;

¢) Education ; () Pubhc. \{Vorks ; (a.) : grrxc e
Ej)[) Industries; () ClVll Veten’nar)golziz[;es;
ment ; (%) Fisheries; (z) Co—op?rafxzf.znkof e
(7) Forests ; (4) Excise ;.(l.) Regxsdtlélilrimble cos
and Documents ; {#72) Re?hglous an : {ectg e o
dowments ; () other mxscellangousﬂslu )il n;é%mes’,
adulteration of food-stuffs, weights (hm Mlt \these
museums and Zoological Gard.ex.l.». ) d e
important subjects wiu be ad%m;us;%rs m-ln>~15t6r5’
Governor with the advice of his ndian minsers
who will be responsible to the Legislative
which would represent the pe(?ple. et o (1) Land

The Reserved Subjects W}“ (‘,(.)1)51513 0 D Land
Reveunue, (2) Canals and Irngzmol?.' .‘)3)(6)ajnailsy
Relief, (4) Police, (5) Courts of j;lhtx;l:ess. o
(7) Mines, (8) Posts and (9) the Ty the
Reserved Subjects will be z.ldmlmste.r oy

with the help of his Executwe ’

Gove'r‘nor liberal and far-reaching reforms are so
advai(i:ilsethat if an astrologer or soothsayer had
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prophesied them fifteen years ago for the near
future, he would certainly have been considered
devoid of commonsense, and no one could have
persuaded himself to believe him.

1. A.
15tk Aarci 1920.

PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

Almost all the printing presses in the country
were lately busy in printing electoral rolls and
voting papers, etc., required by the Government in
connection with the forthcoming Indian Reforms,
[, therefore, again had difficulties in the publication
of the second edition of this book, which was also
soon disposed of. ‘The demand to publish- the
book in other Indian vernaculars grew pressing.
I have, however, been persuaded to issue the third
edition of this book in Lnglish, as a book in this
language, now forming the Zngua franca of
India, is accessible to almost all my educated
countrymen.

I have nothing to add to the book just now.
[ do not claim originality in respect of this book.
Almost all the facts and figures which 1 have
noted therein have been gleaned from authentic
books or publicrecords. I have, of course, added

,here and there the result of my own observation,
experience and personal enquiries made on the
spot. [ am placing all these facts in the form of

9

a small book in ofder to have them withir? reach
of the ordinary reader who has neither time nor
inclination to read comprehensive books on ad-
ministration. My countrymen, who have long

‘been accustomed to peace and prosperity, nOw
‘resemble the sons of a man of wealth and fortune,

who think they are born to a life of ease and
comfort, and seldom appreciate the anxiety and
trouble which their self-made parent has undergone
in providing those luxurious comforts for them,
I.A.
15t October 1920.

.
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INTRODUCTION.

Not much is known in India about what is
being said in other countrics, but we do know that
whenever four or five persons happen to sit to-
gether in clubs or gardens in this country, they
invariably begin to talk of the present hard times.
It is customary with us in India to attribute all
virtues, happiness, peace and prosperity to the
good old days, while all evils, miseries, sorrows and
sufferings are ascribed to the present troublous
times.  Tiveryonc is inclined to over-rate the
happiness and prosperity of the preceding gener-
ation, and sighs for the past, whereas the present
time is denounced as the most inopportune and
unfavourable to one and all.  This tendency to
depreciate the present at the expense of the past
is by no means a new thing. It has existed in all
parts of this country, and at all times.  We know
for certain, however, that every past period was
once present time. The time which was current
one hundred years before the present date, and is
now regarded by us as the past, constituted the
present era of this country at that time. We
actually look down upon the present, but hold dear
the statc of affairs in the past century.  As a matter
of fact, however, our predecessors who lived in
. India one hundred years ago, as much deplored
their own times then, as we do ours now, and
equally with us praised the times preceding them.

It

It is, on the other hand, also certain that a hun-
dred years after the current period, our present
will be amalgamated with the past, and future
generations will proudly mention it asa go/den era
compared to their own times. Keeping in view i
this universal tendency of extolling the past and
deploring the present, it is only fair to infer that
many good points must have existed in every
period, the value of which was never fully appre-
ciated at the proper time, but the memory of
which becomes sacred to us as soon as that period
has passed. Obviously, if there had been no
goodness, no merit, no virtue in each period, why
should its memory have been preserved at all by
succeeding generations?  [n view of this broad
principle, it is our endeavour to point out that our
own times are not really so hard and valueless
as they are generally believed to be, and that
there must certainly be a bright side also to our
present, which we shall keenly miss hereafter.
If, as is always the case, it is inevitable to
cherish the memory of the bright points of the
present time when it has passed, why should we
not try to find out those bright points %ow, when
the time is yet present with us, and is under our
personal observations ? I we are able to realise
and appreciate any good points in the current
period, then on the one hand we shall be able to
enjoy them now before they are things of the
past, and thus shall be able to add to the sum
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total of our happiness in life; while on the other
hand we shall be able to save ourselves from the
pain of unavailing regret in the future for having
failed to realise these good points when they were
before us. It is an obvious and undeniable fact
that the world is progressing in every way. In
nature the tender shoot, which originally sprouts
like the point of a pin, gradually grows into a
gigantic tree, and the suckling babe is gradually
transformed into a stalwart man. This process
of steady growth is traceable in the mineral, the
vegetable, and the animal kingdoms. An old
maun has never been known to return to the state
of his childhood, nor have we ever heard of a
big tree fading away into a tender shoot. Itis
moreover admitted by all that the people of the
present cay are better informed, are more ad-
vanced in knowledge, are more experienced, and
are therefore wiser than their predecessors. How
is it then possible that the time, in which these
people live, should be worse than the preceding
period ?  There must surely be something defec-
tive with our judgment of the present time, and
that deficiency is due to lack of careful observation
and thought on our part.

In writing this book our aimis to show that
our present is decidedly more favourable to us than
the age preceding this era, and we shall have
fully realised our object, if only a few even from
amongst the people of this country are drawn to

-

13
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realise the peculiar advantages of their own times.
Instead of unreasonably sighing for the past, such
persons should endeavour to realise that the
present is much more enjoyable than they are so
often led to believe.

Bijnowr : [. A

5t/z June 1919.
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CHAPTER I.
OUR INDIA,

India is not a country as couutries are known

in Europe. It is a great conti-
nent, consisting of many coun-
tries, the physical {catures and various climates of
which present greater contrast than the countries
of Europe. It is inhabited by peoples who differ
widely from one another in race, in creed, in
language, in manners and customs, and in the
stages of material and moral growth  In order to
have some idea of the vastness of India, let us
invite attention to the best known continent of
Europe.  The whole continent, excluding Russia,
consists of 20 kingdoms of which Great Britain,
France, Germany, Austria, Italy and Spain  are
the larger states, and Norway, Sweden, Denmark,
Portugal, Holland, Belgium, Switzerland, Lux-
embery, Roumania, Bulgaria, Servia, Turkey,
Greece and Montenegro are the smaller ones,

The area of India consists of 18,02,657
square miles, which excceds the
combined area of the above-
named 20 kingdoms of Europe by 17,000 square
miles.  The areas of the Bombay and Madras
Presidencies are each of them larger than that of
Great Britain.  Similarly Bengal is Jarger in
extent than Germany, and the Province of Burma
is larger than France. Our United Provinces of
Agra and Oudh are equal to Italy in area.

Its  immensity and
diversities,

Avea,

'S

' . )
The length and breadth of India are each
about 2,000 miles. In so exten-
sive a region there is room for

many climates. In Malabar there is the perpetual

Climate,

- summer of the tropics, while in the Punjab there

are extremes of heat and cold. For most of the

year the plains of the Punjab are brown and
arid ; scorched in summer with fiery winds like
the blast of a furnace, in winter they are clothed
in a mantle of green crops, while the climate is
delightfully cold. In Central India there are well
defined seasons of heat and cold with no great
extremes. Heat and moisture predominate in
Bengal and make it one of the dampest and green-
est countries of the earth. Still greater con-
trasts are found in the Himalayan region and
the deserts of Sind. The Himalayas themselves
exhibit every gradation of heat and cold, of
luxuriance and sterility, of loveliness and desola-
tion. Thusthe contrast which India.singly pre-
sents in this respect is greater than is traceable
in all the European countries taken together.

The population of India exceeds 314 crores
31,51,56,396). The total popu-
lation of the earth is esti-
mated at 150 crores (1,500 millions) and India
accommodates one-fifth of the
whole human race. The pqpulation othndxa
exceeds the combined population o}irallltc(:oriz
kingdoms of Europe named above by 23

Population.

alone, therefore,
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.
(25 millions). Our United Provinces of Agra
and Oudh are larger than great Britain in respect
of population. Bengal is larger than Germany
and the population of Madras equals that  of
France. The variety in the density of popula-
tion in the different parts of India is equally sur-
prising.  The native state of Jaisalmere in
western Rajputana has a population of under ;3
persons to the square mile, while in the Gangetic
plains the average goes up to 800 per square mile.
The followers of almost all the religions of the
Christians,
Mahomedans,

4 world—Buddhists,
Religion. Jews, Hindus,
Jains, Parsts, Mahrattas and Sikhs—are found in
[ndia. There are countless divisions and sub-
divisions of these religions, some of which solely
belong to India.

The Indians speak Burmese, Bengali, Urya,
Hindi, Punjabi, Gujrati, Mahratti,
Sindhi, Asami, Kashmiri, Ne-
pali, Pashtoo, Urdu, Tamil, Kanari, Malayalam,
Gondi, Telugu and many other languages.  Thirty

Languages,

to 4o distinct languages have been enumerated by
experts, while the number of dialects comes to 143.
If a twurist should visit all the countries
Wiversity in popula-  Of Europe, he will nowhere
von- find so many different national-
ities exhibiting extraordinary variety in respect of
race, language, creed, colour and appearance,
manners and customs and the various stages of

: 33

Indeed it is the greater feat than was performed
under the Roman Empire. Unquestionably mis-
takes have been made ; it would indicate qualities
literally superhuman if so gigantic a task ‘had
been accomplished without mistakes. It is easy
enough to point out shortcomings, but the fact
remains that the successful administration of the

Indian Empire by the English has been one of

the most notable and the most admirable achieve-

- ments of the white race during the past two

centuries. On the whole it has been for the im-
measurable benefit of the nations of India them-
selves........ .*“ There has been a far more resolute
effort to secure fair treatment for the humble and
oppressed during the days of English rule in India
than during any other period of recorded Indian
history. England does not draw a penny from
India for English purposes ; she spends for India
the revenues raised in India, and they are spent
for the benefit of the Indians themselves.

* Undoubtedly India is a less pleasant place
than formerly for the heads of tyrannical states.
There is now little or no room in it for successful
freebooter chieftains, for the despots who lived in
gorgeous splendour while under their cruel rule
the immense mass of their countrymen festered
in sodden misery. . But the mass of the people
has been and are far better off than ever before,
and far better off than they would now be if

* English control were now withdrawn from India.

A
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proved equally powerless to resist Nadir Shah’s
invasion in 1739. Having once discovered this
historical secret, no sane Englishman could think
of permanently settling in this country.  The Eng-
lish people considering their permanent residence
in India detrimental to their national interests
naturally decided once for all that they could not
make India their home like the former invaders.
The decision is based not on any antipathy
N0 msettement of O Indians, but on prudence and
the English i India  forethought. In the light of
due Amply o prdence: ot experience  the  English
considered it essential to maintain relations with
their mother country in order to preserve their
encrgy and national vigour. In accordance with
this scheme fresh batches of young Englishmen,
educated and trained in their best schools, colleges
and industrial institutions, and equipped with the
most up-to-date knowledge of men and things
continue to come to [ndia, renovating the ad-
ministrative machinery of the country, both civil
and military. For the same reason the appoint-
ment of officers to the highest and most responsi-
ble posts is subject to time limits. They are
appointed only for a few years and are sent back
to England on the completion of the prescribed
term of their office. In case an English officer
already serving in India is appointed to some
high office, it is almost an established practice
for him to proceed to England on leave where

37

he stays for several months before returning to
India to take charge of his more onerous duties. In
the same way British military officers and soldiers
are not allowed to remain permanently in India,
but are sent back to England from time to time to
be replaced by fresh and more vigorous officers and
men. The British statesmen look upon this constant
interchange and supply of fresh members of
Indian Civil and Military Services as an unavoid-
able necessity for the preservation of their national
life and character, and we Indians have, therefore,
absolutely no reason to demur at this practice.

[t must, indeed, be a very hard task for the
residents of @ cold country to

It s hard to serve
in foreign lands,

be required to serve in a hot
climate, thousands of miles away from their
home and away from their dear and near relatives,
even though they should so work for personal
gain.  The density of population in  India
varies from 35 to Soo persons per square mile.
Threc-fourths of the population of the country
lives entirely on agriculture, and in many thickly
populated regions the produce of the land can
scarcely support the growing population.  Poverty
is, therefore, inevitable in such tracts.  Experts
are of opinion that if the population of thesc
densely populated  tracts emigrates  to  thinly
populated regions, the area under cuitivation will
certainly increase and considerably add to the
prosperity of the people. Not to speak of going
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to foreign lands, my countrymen cannot he inauced
to leave their own vil]

age m order o settle in a
neighbouring regio

n with the view of serving the
best interests of their own and of their country.
In conscequence of the recent great [Luropean
war, Mesopotamia and Palestine are now under
the  British sphere  of influence.  Indians are
invited to

serve at these places and in British
Africa on

a short term agrecement, on  double
and treble their present salaries with  additional
allowances, and far brivhter prospects,  But all
these concessions and prospects of personal gain
have failed to ateraet sufficient candidates, although
lucrative offers are daily advertised in newspapers.
Mesopotamia and Palestine are adjacent to our
country and so nearer our home. The climatic
conditions there are almost similar to ours, but no
amount of prospective income can induce us to
leave our kith and kin. If anyonce happens to
accept appointment in the newly-acquired regions,
his whole family goes into mourning, when he
proceeds  on  his lucrative Journey.  Keeping
these facts in view we ought to search our own
hearts in this respect, before rtaunting Englishmen
for coming to our country simply to acquire
wealth. We ought to learn the manly habit of
the Englishmen of earning their  livelihood in
distant lands  under climatic strain, instead of
feeling offended on their gathering the hard-
carned fruits of their labour,

39

»

CHAPTER 1V,

THE CONDITION OF INDIA AT THE ADVENT
' OF THE BRITISH RULE,

We Indians have surpassed all other 1}ati011s

The ancient golden 101 oUr worship of antiquity and

ape our undye and exaggerated
vencration for the past. We are never tired of
referring again and again, in the' Pr.e-ss and on the
platform, to that glorious antiguity a.nd t? the
golden age, when happiness and prosper.lty reigned
all over India, when the country was thickly popu-
lated and all the peoples were happy, when India
was governed by the Indians, taxes were un.known,
and the country was free from epidemics and
famines, when glorious kings and most Powerfui
Rajas and Maharajas ruled from .the Himalayas
to Ceylon, under whose munificent p:—'ttr(.)n-
age arts and sciences of every description
flourished and the peoples enjoyed the greatest
liberty of action and freedom of speech. .VVe
neither have any regular record of these glorious
times, nor it is our object to compare the present
administration of the country with that golden
age. India was governed by the l\fl.ahom'edan's
for several centuries and we have detailed ]]IS[O.I‘I-

cal records of their period, which show that with
the exceptions of a few kings the whole country

was never effectually controlled by one central
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governmen L ¢ i
:j,l o tl)t. But any mention of the palmy
y 1 Mahomedan era is equally irrele-

vant to our ic. T i
v topic. “The period which we have

the British rul one just preceding the advent of
il Storwde an India,  Ze, from about the
middle of the 17¢h century

n view is the

In thos i
se¢ days invasi ‘ i
ys mvaston and inroads were
I'he Himalayan wild 'Clunl ve > <
o 12 yan wild zr arly events along the whole
eeming i il v ta, T i
eeming ™ with il Oﬂtl(,l.()f India. The Himalyan
| mountains, instead of serving
as a northern wall to s
s e <t( sl?ut out ggressors, formed
, fastnesses trom  which the hill races
plmucd down upon the plains.  For 1,500 miles
a }(:ng; their base stretched a thick belt of territory
;’v ich no one dared to cultivate. This silent
border-land varied from 20 to 50 miles in breadth
ks I v '
and embraced a totalarea of 30 to 40 thousands
of square miles that yiclded no food to men, but
. N v v- N . !
Fccn]m(l with  wild beasts, which nightly sallied
orth to ravage the herds and hamlets in the open
C 7 bey I i
o.tlulnr) beyond.  Lions, tigers. wolves, bears
wild  clephants m: i ‘ h ino
/ lephants made inroads on neighbouring
villages, ruined the ¢ ve -
N : 1e cattle and  destroyed human
ife beyond all estimate,
Such a b
\ a border-land seem i
‘ ‘ ; e ' miser:
illaeh & b ! d to the miserable
f g ;f n the plains to be the best possible
rontier, for its dense j ‘ .
, § 1se Jungles served as son
o e, or it J gles served as some sort
1 against the invasions of the wild Hima
ayan races, and it bred deadly f i
howoe of e, y tevers which made
armies that atte as i
atattempteda passage through it.

g

The great mountain wall round Northern
[ndia and the impassable belt of
wild waste both failed, till the
British came upon the scene, to afford any security
to the Indian races. The sea which forms the
natural defence of the rest of the country was in
like manner only a source of new dangers. On the
Bay of Bengal, the pirates from the Burmese coast
sailed up the great rivers, burning the villages, and
massacring or carrying off into slavery the inhabit-

ants. On the other side of the peninsula in the In-
a grander scale.

All frontiers unsate,

dian ocean, piracy was conducted on
Wealthy rajas kept up luxurious courts upon the
extortions which their pirate fleets levied from trad-
ing vessels and from the villages along the coast.
The truthis that the natural defences of I[ndia;
were in the last

the mountains and the seq,
the Indian

century equally powerless to protect
races.
[n the interior of the country also, villages
were swept clean by bandits, and
districts were stripped of inha-
bitants and laid waste by famines. The quick
er the deserted land and
s were the undis-
The official records
being carried
il runners
asts sur-

Mail runners’ bells.

growing jungle spread ov
the fierce beasts of the tropic
puted lords of fertile tracts.

frequently speak of the mail bag
off by tigers, and the custom of the me
carrying bells to scare away the wild be

vives to our own day.
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The average loss of life by wild beasts in the

samual deaths om  19th century  exceeded 150,000
wild beasts.
| a year.
In the absence of a strong Central Govern-
Lack of strong « ent- €N the country was divided
;?’S(";";‘;ff;i:gﬁ-":.\'ﬂlry Into many small unstable king-
doms, jealous of each other, the
rise and fall of which occasioned constant scenes
of murder and bloodshed all over the country
Instead of combining their respective forces to
show a united front to the foreign invader, the
common foe of all of them, they fell victims to
envy, jealousy and ambition, and constantly
struggled for supremacy. Principalities rose and
fell, and the internal dissensions and civil wars
had brought about ruin and desolation every-
where. Hindu fought with Hindu ;

Mahomedan
with Mahomedan,

and both with one another.
The whole country from end
by robbers and plunderers,
safe nowhere.

The highlands which border on the

The Mahrattas
the Pindaras,

to end was over-run
Life and property was

Western
and  Coast of India poured forth a

formidable race which was long
the terror of every native power.  Every corner
of this vast country learned to tremble at the
mighty name of the Mahrattas,

that was not already subjugated to t
was wasted by their incursions,
kettle-drums were heard. the

Every region
heir influence
Wherever their
peasant threw his
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bag of rice on his shoulde.r, hi(.i hisi SlTlal,ll s}?.\l/:;gs
in his girdle and fled with .hIS wife and chi !
to the mountain or the Jungle. Tankshdre
pointed out in Bengal into \\7}11(31} women tfrtelzﬁvz
themselves to escape dishonour. T'he name“o\Mh-
moat known to the pre(;;elnt (L’Ty a;‘ntol}(;h IjOl;nd
atta Ditch” constructed by the Lbng sh rounc
eratlicutta in 1731 to prot;clt i.t froxllt t(llleeplllldaﬁfz[t]t:l
inroads, sti ninds us of their pas 5.
11]r0(1f}?1’1:t111)1i12313ra freebooters on the other’ hanhdé
in bands of 20 to 30 thouse}nds O.Ver—rc‘l,lilniue
country, burning and plur?dermg e’Vfa.ry(I behi;d
and town that came in their way, leaving
misery and desolation.  ieves bat the
In all countries there are mfev'c., but £
peculiarity of India 1s that mh ,
Predatory eastes. ;o century it had over a hun
dred hereditary robber castes, just fls(;hiri \::;e]
soldier castes and writer castes, an t rf mel
went out to prey upon the .pr.operty .(ih ther
fellows —and if need be on the1.r 11ves——w11' e
ligi bservances, strong in the beliet t!
rehglousrc:) only fulfilling their destiny and doing
WV ‘
t}:)(;)}d \Zerice to the deity. whom thet);m'i(ionsg:
They gloried in their exploits vas.‘ Siob; men
and talked over a successful gang-r? 1 y e
attendant murders, as Euro.pean géntt;r;lre s
over their tiger hunts. Besides these e
also robberies committed by men no

bred to the profession.
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After the usual sacrifices, gangs set out In
parties of thirty or forty, disguised as travellers
or pilgrims.  Their principal weapon was the
spear. The head was carried about concealed on
their persons, the handles served as walking sticks.
Scouts or confederates informed them where there
was a rich man’s house.  When all arrangements
had been made, they advanced to the attack

It was always a nocturnal surprisc.  With
flaming torches and spears glittering in the broad
light, they came suddenly on the sleeping  inhabi-
tants of the doomed house, and either roused
them with their noise or pricked them up with
the points of their weapons, It often happened
that the luckless inhabitants, confused, bewildered,
panic struck, like people under the influence of g
fearful dream, did all they were dirccted to do—
pointed out the places where their wealth was
hidden, and went like sheep to the slaughter.
If the dacoits thought that all the property was
not given up, torturc was applied. 1
sometimes torn away,  hands
chopped off as the

Lar-rings were
and  feet  were
casiest mode of removing
the ornaments.  The zamindar or landed pro-
prictor and the headman of the village, instead of
aiding in their capture, harboured the robbers and
shared in their spoil.

Thuggism was another peculiar Indian insti-
tution.  The thugs were profes-

The Thugs. . .
> stonal murderers who  worship-
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Vped the goddess Kali. They existed inlarge

numbers in many parts of India for more than
2,000 years. Divine sanction  was claimed for
their horrible trade. It was said that. the go.ddess
gave their ancestors waist-bands with which to
destroy first demons and then men, by ftra?gula—
tion. *“1 am Thug of the royal records ™ said one
of these murderers, * I and my,‘faEhers have been
thugs for twenty generations. 'I‘he thugs’, for
the most part, belonged to par.tlcular villages,
where they left their wives and children ; and t}ley
outwardly followed some peaccable calling. They
cultivated the fields, rented a few acres of land, or
employed labouring men to \\'o.rk under thdem_ A
thug. went out on his dreadful journey, and every-
one in the village knew the cause of his d.eparture:
A certain amount of hush money was paid to t}?e
zamindar or headman, and th.c pol%ce officials, in
the same manner, were bribed 131%0 silence. Befo(ni‘e
going on their bloody expeditions, t{xugs mg 3
offerings to the goddess, and carefully atten he
to the omens, through wh.lch they,s:upposed t a;
she made known her wishes. They assdu.lf?e \
many different disguises, and 'played m(;l.ny. ;ujgrh
ent parts. There was nothing to 1st1fnt,h ;m
them from ordinary traveller‘s. A party od Lfe
would accost a wayfarer goiny hOll]C\\;L;‘ s r(;?;
a journey. Cheerful talk and song wouh( w;xilvate
heart, and he would tell th‘em freely ot” 1sdging ‘e
affairs, of his wife and children, he was going
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meet after long years of absence, toil and suffer-
ing. \Vfltdliﬂg a [avourable opportunity on the
skirts of some jungle, one of the thugs would
tl?ro.,w his turban cloth round the neckoof their
victim. - Another seizing the other end of the
cloth would draw it tightly round, while a third
would scize the man by legs and throw him on
the ground.  There could be no resistance. The
wo'rk was quickly done. The body was then
stripped, the property secured and very soon the
corpse was buried. The thugs would afterwards
kindle a fire beside the grave, and feast as heartil
sing as merrily, and sleep as soundly, as ifr they);
had comn‘litted an act of the greatest merit. No
compunction visited the thugs. An English Officer
gsked one of them, “ Did you never feel pity for
the old men and young children whom you mur-
dered while they were sitting quietly by "
“ Never " was the answer. i} Yoy yow
l'o what extent the country was insecure may
tm‘x\nlz?;i{ifei:udtpl:o(? ;)e gatherr‘ed from the following
count,y—Lil acts:  The Council of Calcutta
gangs of robber:e\fv)z:;e(li riing, ooy Drganised
gungs Dbers urning, plundering and
ravaging the interior districts in b
¢ of Bengal in hordes
of 50,000 men. A few nights ago, says a Calcutta
newspaper of 1780, four armed men entered h
house of a man, near Chowringhee, the pri il
street, and carried off his daughter., Nopr:1nctl.pall
says the same paper, ever ventured oyt afteradluvsi
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with a good shawl on, and it was the invariable
practice, even in English mansions in Calcutta,
for the porter to lock the outer door at the com-
mencement of each meal, and not to open itagain
till the butler brought him word that the plate
was safely shut up in its strong box. Lawlessness
breeds lawlessness, and the miserable persons,
stripped of their little hoards were forced to become
plunderers in their turn. Even landlords and
influential villagers sheltered robbers on their
estates, levied black-mail from the surrounding
villages as the price of immunity from depreda-
tions and shared in the pillage of such as would
not come to terms. Apart from the strongly
garrisoned forts and fortresses at the frontier,
the existence of fortified villages and walled towns
pointed to the state of anarchy that prevailed in
the country.
Railways and metalled roads were unknown,
lndividual travelling and no arrangement existed for
was dangerous. the protection and safety of
travellers. Under the circumstances no one ever
ventured to travel alone. Howsoever pressing
was the need to go from one place to another, an
intending traveller had to wait till there were

many persons bound to the same place or at least

proceeding in the same direction. Thus they
ventured on a long journey only in the form of a
afraid

caravan and even then they were always
of an attack by armed marauders. :
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Official high-handedness knew no bounds.
High-handedness of AADOUt the year 1660, the Gover-
officers, nor of Ahmadabad had invited
the principal directors of the English and Dutch
trades to an entertainment, of which, as usual,
displays of dancing girls were among the chief
features. One party having danced themselves out,
another was sent for, but for some reason they
refused to come. They were then forcibly dragued
into the presence of the Governor. He listened
to their excuse, laughed at it, but immediately
commanded a party of his guards to strike off
their heads. They begged their lives with horrid
cries and lamentations ; but he would be obeyed,
and caused the execution to be done in the room
before all the company. Not one, then present,
dared to make the least intercession for those
wretches who were eight in number, The strangers
were startled at the. horror of the spectacle and
inhumanity of the action, which the Governor
taking notice of, fell alaughing, and asked them
what they were so much startledat. Anyone who
incurred the displeasure of these provincial
governors had similar fate. The doomed person
was either beheaded, crushed to death by an
elephant, or blown away from a gun.
As has already been pointed out, successive
hordes of invaders have poured
Nothwas o™t into India through the Himala-
yan passes, and in the last
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century the process was still going on. Each set of
newcomers plundered and massacred without
mercy and without restraint. In the middle of
the last century six such inroads on a great scale
took place in 23 years. The first was led by
Nadir Shah in 1739, who, while staying in Delhi,
ordered his soldiers one morning to slaughter the
inhabitants, without regard to age or sex, in every
street and avenue. From sunrise to midday the
sabre raged, and by that time no less than one
hundred thousand men, women and children were
hacked to pieces in the streets of the rcyal city of
India. Pages of Indian History are full of most
apalling tales of similar bloodshed and wanton
cruelty ever inflicted on the human race.
This state of things could not be permitted
under the British rule, and the
frol(;:‘if;*‘reig;°}‘l’]va:f§l‘:fe first business of the English was
to secure India from foreign
invasions. The sea robbers were effectually dealt
with, rendering Indian borders absolutely safe.
A century of British rule has not only secured*
the Indian frontiers from in-
ang“&&ﬁ;@“ of Thugi vaders', but has freed the interior
of India from robbers and plun-
derers. The English in India recognised the fact
that they had a special class of crimes to deal with
and they framed a special department of Criminal
Law to put those crimes down. It has effectively
done its work. Almost throughout British India
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the ancient special crimes have been extirpated,
and the old eriminal tribes now find it more profit-
able to be on the side of law than against at, and
are betaking themselves to the more commonplace
callings of small husbandmen and petty pilferers.

Law is now predominant everywhere. There
is no longer any power in the
State that can order, under the

Government by Law
has been established.

influence of a gust of passion or
aspasm of caprice, the meanest labourer to be
tampled to death by elephants or disembowelled
with « sharp knife. The poorest cooly is entitled
1o all the solemn formalitics of a judicial trial, and
the punishment of death, by whomsoever adminis-

and  on inflicted, without

tered whomsoever
express decree of the law, is a murder for which
the highest functionary is as much accountable as
a sweeper would be for the assassination of the
Governor-General in Durbar.
A very large portion of the broad belt of the
Peace, progress of wild waste along the northern

trade und annual  in-
crease of population,

fronticr has been  reclaimed.
The security given by a century
of the British rule in these frontier districts has
already brought thousands of square miles under
the plough, growing each year millions upon
millions sterling worth of produce. While the
natives of India have pushed their rice cultivation
towards the foot of the mountains, English capi-

talists have dotted their slopes with tea plantation

poans

o -
>

which are worked by Indian labour and now
supply all the tea consumed by the Great Britain,

The first and foremost duty of a good
Government is the protection of the life and
property of her people, and no one can gainsay
the fact that perfect peace now prevails throughout
the country, that consequently export and i1ﬁport
trade of India has very considerably increased,
that the population of India is increasing at the
rate of two millions every year, thatlife and pro-
perty is now absolutely safe, and that a single
individual with all his valuables now passes to
and fro without danger or hindrance, the poorest
traveller feeling as safe as the richest.

How India has been morally and materially
benefited under the British rule
will be described in the following
chapters. Below is quoted an
interesting extract from Sir W. W. Hunter’s book,
contrasting what India was from what India is.
He writes “I have often amused myself during
my solitary peregrinations, by imagining what a
Hindu of the last century would think of the pre-
sent state of his country if he could revisit the
Earth. 1 have supposed that his first surprise
at the outward physical changes had subsided ; that
he has got accustomed to the fact that thousands
of square miles of jungle, which in his time were
inhabited only by wild beasts, have been turned
lands; that fever-smitten

Old India contrast-
ed with the new,

into fertile crop
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swamps have been covered with healthy, well-
drained cities ; that the mountain walls which shut
. off the interior of India from the seaports, have
been pierced by roads and scaled by railways ;
that the great rivers which formed the barriers
between provinces and desolated the country with
their floods, have now been controlled to the uses
of man, spanned by bridges and tapped by canals.
But what would strike him as more surprising than
these outward changes, is the security of the
ncople. In provinces where every man from the
prince to the peasant, a hundred years ago, went
armed, he would look round in vain for a match-
lock or a sword. He would find the multitudinous
native States of India, which he remembered in
jéalous isolation broken only by merciless wars,
now trading quietly with each other, bound
together with railways and roads, by post and the
telegraph. He would find, moreover, much that
was new as well as much that was changed. He
would see the country dotted with imposing edifices
in a strange foreign architecture, of which he could
not guess theuse. He would ask what wealthy
prince had reared for himself that spacious palace ?
He would be answered that the building was no
pleasure-house for the rich, but a hospital for the
poor. He would enquire, in honour of what new
deity is this splendid shrine? He would be told
that it was no new temple to the gods, but a school
for the people. Instead of bristling fortresses, he
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would see courts of justice, in place of a Mahome-
dan general in charge of each district, he would
find an English Magistrate ; instead of swarming
soldiery, he would discover a police. He would
also see great bodies of traders and husbandmen
living in a security and comfort unknown in the
palmiest days of the Mughals...... ?
The President of the Great American Re-
Opinion of Mr.w. 1 Publicis elected by the American
;&?r:te'ri:,-fgsiitd}::)itmin?:- people. How this distinguished,
work in India aud elected statesman is esteemed by
the whole civilised world can be
judged from the royal reception which all the
great Powers of Europe are now-a-days according
to the present President, Dr. Wilson. His pre-
decessor in office——Mr. Taft—in his speech at an
American Club expressed his opinion in the year
1914, about Great Britain’'s work in India and
elsewhere. He said that his experience in the
Philippines forced him to study the British colo-
nial system, and the marvellous accomplishment
of the Imperial Government in spreading civiiisa-
tion over the world and promoting the happiness
of 400,000,000 people. But for English enter-’
prise, English courage, English sense of responsi-
bility in governing other races, human civilisation
would have been greatly retarded.
“When | think of what England has done
n India for the happiness of those people; how
she found those many millions torn by internecine

N
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strife, disrupted with constant wars, unable to
continue agriculture or the arts of peace, with
inferior roads, tyranny and oppression, and when
I think what the Government of Great Britain is
now doing for these alien races, the debt the
world owes England ought to be acknowledged
in no grudging manner............. B

*“ To-day impartial historians must look at the
British Empire from the standpoint of benevolent,
useful, elevating government. It must be regarcd-
ed from the point of view of benefit to the hu-
man race.  No one can eneircle the globe, no
one live in the orient, no one go into the tropics,
without sccing the standard of England Hloating
over the soil of the Empire, and without having
it brought home to him what a factor in the
progress of mankind she has been .. ... .. ...

No nation except Great Britain, he said, had
such self-governing dominions of people tied to
her empire with bonds of loyalty and affection
which seemed to grow as the actual control of

the mother country diminished and lightened.

CHAPTER V.

THE GREATEST BLESSINGS OF I'HE BRITISH

RULE—EDUCATION OF THE PUBLIC.
Of all the steps taken by the British Govern-
Ihe State for the ment for the benefit of the
first time undertakes Indians . . .
the education of we Indians, the policy which it
public. adopted of giving public instruc-
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tion, as a State duty, to all its subjects, is the
greatest advantage which it has conferred on
our country. None of the preceding Governments
of India ever undertook or attempted the - task
of educating the whole Indian people, rich and
poor, of whatever race, caste or creed. [t was g
the British Government which for the first tme
recognised the education of all classes as the
most important duty of the State, and undertook:
to teach Indians the English language, with the
view of rendering Western arts and sciences acces-
sible to them, so that the Indians should not lagr
behind other advanced nations of the world. In
the course of 30 years (between the years 1857
and 1887) five universities were established at
Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, Lahore and r\“'dh:d—
bad : and schools and colleges were opened' in
all the important villages and towns. In ancient
times education was confined only to
privileged castes. The depressed classes or the
untouchables were absolutely debarred from all
sorts of education. The blessing of knowledge
was denied to them. This invidious distinction
is venerally observed even to this day, and in
private schools the managers still object to the
admission of low caste children in their schools,
and usually do not admit them.
It was reserved for the British Government
System of popular O ignore all racial ’and social
education distinctions, and to’ open the

certain
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doors of public schools to the boys and girls
of .all classes  of the Indian people irres-
pective of their race, caste or creed. Many fresh
instances of ungenerous treatment of the low
horn‘ children may be quoted.  Only recently
a District Board announced that no person of
tho low caste was allowed to stop at such and such
Dak Bungalow, and similarly a boy was turned
out of' a school by the order of the President of
the District Board, simply because he was an
outcaste.  The English Magistrate, however
over-ruled both these decisjons. | ‘
The original inhabitants of India, or the
,-O,f\t'if:’;‘;]‘;’zfﬁ';g,] e I1;dnan:s proper (the aborigines)
o the cdueatio ¢ who were either made glaves
‘ by the early Aryan invaders
or were turned out by those invaders to the hills’
e'm(l forests, were suffered to remain absolutel
}g‘norem't'an(l illiterate for thousands of yearsy
[he Bf‘msh Government realised this sad stato
ot affairs, and has been steadily trying to extend
;he benoﬁt of education to these fallzn Indians
or their mOf‘é‘ll and social regeneration and im-
provement.  The aborigines, low castes and out-
castes residing in the British territory number
?jore than 45 millions (45,721,924). The British
o cducite these peogle Do sty Ericicable
' . e aboriginal tribes
of India have so long been accuston?ed to hill
~and forest life, that any approach to civilised life
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is now repugnant to them, and they now naturally
abhor the neighbourhood of well populated areas.
The low castes or the untouchables in the same
manner have been so much used to a lifé of
thraldom for thousands of years that that they
have lost all consciousness of self-realisation and
personal rights, and they do not consider them-
selves as deserving of any education or advance-
ment. They do not, moreover, live in large
numbers at any one particular place, to facilitate
special arrangement for their special education,
but are thinly dispersed in all parts of the country.
The greatest difficulty which militates against
providing educational facilities for these classes
is that the various tribes of all these aboriginal
and depressed classes speak different languages,
and that they have no written language of their
own, and it is not, therefore, practicable to impart
instruction to them through the medium of their

mother-tongue.
Then again the number of the members of

cach tribe is very limited, and it is not, therefore,
worth one's while to acquire a knowledge of all
these diverse dialects, to classify them and frame
independent grammatical rules for each of these
dialects. It has, therefore, been considered advis-
able to instruct them through the medium of the
local languages of their neighbourhood, and efforts
are at the same timé being made to reduce all
the tribal dialects to writing in Roman Characters,
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tiilpecxal 'schnols have now been opened in all
ané;[gé})g;g:::(fz}rf t‘l?c:‘cducution (.)f the aboriginal
e S,;" “‘(mscs. In consideration of their
. im.‘“)‘x:%ss flnq .rcpu]sion from all innova-
f »mtetigent idividuals have been selected
rom amongst them, ‘

. and specially educ:
< Cd <
traived to serve l y wed and

it as teachers in the special schools
Abundant special scholarshi 1 e
- scholarships and stipends are
provided for the children atte

nding these .
who are also ¢ @ these schools,

e I)I'l(‘c:(ixl1[.)t"fr0111 payment of tuition fees.

aces special hostels ha
for the low caste children,
same time
to en

ve béen provided
15t and they are at the
o théi:nt):(il §01 some trade or profession
o Soecl o .n(' q)efldent]y earn their liveli-
ing of their Leelch:rl::l;:fibaczoo}s'?xmt o tbe oy
g of ¢ Special Inspecting staff
is a‘ppomted for the supervision and inspection of
their vschools. Notwithstanding all th‘e lb‘ o
Z1}1111(11 ;l]fﬁcuf]ti}cs referred to abovg, the totzj :)tf the
dren of 4 ioinal ¢
e SPC;:})SS}:Zzigu;iiepressed classes attend-
dred thousand (6
ing. Thus the
the low castes

acles

X approaches seven hun-

R g

2 T,244}), and is steadily increas-

original inhabitants of the country

’l . « ’

A and the out-castes, that were sunk in

: (h gnorance for thousands of years are now

or the first ti i i |

o hrst time being disenthralled from the

ondage in which they hi

Jondag | ey hitherto stood and are
€ to avail themselves of the means of im-

roving 3 5 i
p” g themselves industrially and education-
allv.
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Soon after the mutiny, when the administra-
tion of India was undertaken by
Educational statistics .. -
at the early stage of the British Government, all the

British vule. public and private educational

1 about 51 thousand (50.998),

institutions numberec
The total number

of which 13 were colleges.

of scholars under ipstruction in all the Public

and Private institutions aggregated about nine
hundred thousand (912,378)" Previous to the
year 1858, India was governed by the Iast
India Company, which was a body of traders,
the principal object of which was to establish
and improve trade relations between England
and I[ndia. They, too, however, realised their
extraordinary responsibilities. and in their own
interest devoted both their attention and money
ate of affairs in this country.
But the Indians came under the direct con‘rol !
of the Crown in 1858, and itis from this date
that the work of the British Government pro-
The total annual amount,
arly days of the British

to improve the st

perly commences.

spent on education in the e

rule previous to the year 1887 could not be as-

The amount spent in 1887
(one rupee = two shillings)
the Govern-

i é I
certained. aggregated

25 millions of rupees

of which the expenses incurred by
00,000, the balance

ment amounted to Rs. .34,
and private

representing income from tuition fees

donations.
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Compared to the above figures, the educa-
tional institutions in India num-
bered two hundred thousand on
31st March 1918, having eight million scholars
under instruction. This number of institutions
and scholars is double the corresponding numbers
ten years ago. Separate departments of public
instruction exist in each province, under which
an efficient inspecting staff watches and supervises
the work of education carried on in all parts of
the country.  To sccure efficiency of educational
work, a number of Training Colleges and Normal
School has been established in every province,
and their number is annually increasing—for the
purpose of training teachers. Female education
has received much greater attention than ever
before. 'I'he recent figures quoted above include

33.770 girl schools and 1,264,189 girl pupils under
mstruction.

Recent statistics.,

Medical Colleges and schools have been turn-
ing out physicians, surgeons, and
nurses, who are serving their
country, and affording relief to the millions of their
suffering  countrymen.  Excellent  Engineering

3 e, Y N
Professional education.

Colleges exist in Bengal, Madras, Bombay, and

the well-known Engineering College at Roorki
in these provinces can stand comparison with the
best Engineering Colleges in England. There are
besides the Colleges many Engineering Schools
dispersed all over the country.  Big railway work-
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.

shops exist in large towns where innumerable
Indians receive training tin wood and iron works,
and are fitted to earn their livelihood. The-well
known Agricultural College at Pusa ‘(Bengal),
Poona (Bombay) and Madras have proved
immensely beneficial to the country. Many other
agricultural schools have already been established
in each province and their number is gradually
increasing. Law has proved the favoured pro-
fession, and the increase in the number of persons
preparing themselves for the profession of law
is simply surprising. Capable and experienced
pleaders and advocates have proved a great help
to the Government in the administration of justice.
Schools have been opened in different parts of
India to train Indians in mechanics, electricity, -
carpentry, weaving, mining, tanning and other
cognate industries, while for higher technical and
industrial education and training the Government
awards liberal State Scholarships to suitable Indian
candidates to enable them to qualify themselves in
foreign advanced countries. An Independent
Industrial department has now been created to
facilitate industrial progress. The department
will be controlled by the Indians themselves, and
substantial progress in this direction is expected in
the near future.

During the year ending 3ist March 1918,
twelve crores (120 millions of rupees) were spent
on education ; of this expenditure 65 millions was
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incurred by the Government, and the larger
portion of the balance was realised from tuition
fees and the remaining sum l(,l)lLS(,lltC(l private
contributions.  The  statement given below re-
presents the number of the various cducational
institutions and of the scholars under nstruction.
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Thus according td the above statements, during
the year endm<r 3ist March 1918, there were
altogether 201 colleges, 11,434 secondary schools,
147,875 primary schools and 37,409 private
madrvasas or maktabs or 196,919 institutions
in all, in which 7,048,068 scholars were under
instruction.  In view of the efficiency and disci-
pline found in Government and aided schools, the
number of private institutions is gradually declin-
ing, while the number of institutions managed
or aided by the Government is steadily increasing,
and consequently the expenditure incurred on
education by the Government is annually gning
up.

During the past five years the annual average
Ntmber of successiul of successful candidates for .
students in the varions examinations in  the  various
TRes stages of instruction throughout
the country was as follows :—

In the Matriculation Examination the annual
average of successful candidates was 13,252, in
the Intqrmedmte Examination the average was
5,531, in B.A. 3,529, in B.Sc. 406, in M.A. 496,
and in M.Sc. 83.

From 1892 to rg17—a period of 26 years—
57,260 graduated in  Arts, Sciences, Medicine
and Engineering.  The uumber of graduates
turned out by the Indian University in the year
1912 alone amounted to 1,004, while the corre-
sponding number of graduates of the year 1917
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rose to 5,234. These comparative figures are a
clear indication of the progress that is being
made in India in all the branches of liberal educa-
tion. Inthe course of the same 26 years, besideé
the number of graduates shown above, 5,744
secured the degrees of M.A., 15 that of the
D.Sc, 12 of the M.O.L. and 29 of M.D., and no
less than 21,262 passed the LL.B. Examination
and prepared themselves for law. The number
of graduates who passed the LL.B. Examina-
tion in the year 1917 alone was 2,003.
Keeping in view the immensity of the Indian
Difcultes peculir Population, the rate of educa-
to Indis in the way tional progress has so far been
undoubtedly slow, and according
to the last census the percentage of literate
po}?ulation in India was indeed very low, viz, 570
whl.Ch Is to say that 95 per cent were illite,reoltei
Indian patriots are used to compare this poor
percentage of literacy with the corresponding
percentage of European countries and that of
Japan, and then to deplore the Educational back-
wardness of India. All are agreed with them
that there is yet very much to be done here to
promote education in this country in order to
approach the standard of literacy in other ad-
vanced countries. But in comparing the Indian
percentage to that of other advanced nations, we
should keep in mind not only its vast area’ and
population, but should also have in view the
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unusual difficulties pecul\iar to India which have
militated against the rapid promulgation of
education in this country. ;
The greatest obstacle to the progress of
(1) pifiecence  of education in this country is the
fanguages. difference of languages. If like
other countries, innumerable heterogeneous langu-
ages were not spoken in this country, and instruc-
tion had to be imparted only in one language,
progress would have naturally been rapid, as in
that case a very large number of trained teachers
should have easily been available and many more
schools opened in every part of the country ;
but diversity of Janguages stands in the way.

The diversity of languages would not have

(2) People speaking mattered so much, had the
one language do not s

speakers of one language lived

live at the same place.
in the same place. But this is not so. Those who

speak thesame language are dispersed all over
India, speakers of the same language cannot,
therefore, receive instruction in one and the same
school, nor can one teacher usually teach different
languages to the children speaking different

languages, as linguists are not ordinarily available.

Then again the question of the variety of
communal needs and require-

g Communal ments comes in, The sort of
education which suits one-com-

munity is considered unsuitable to the other. The
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Mahomedans did not avail themselves of the
Government public schools for a long time simply
because they considered the purely secular educa-
tiori provided in Government institutions as inade-
quate to meet their requirements, notwithstand-
ing all the special facilities and encouragements
provided for them, they kept aloof from public
schools.  Special obstacles, moreover, to the
education of the aborigines, low castes and out-
castes, which constitute a substantial portion of
the population, exist as referred to before, and
the Government has not so far been successful
in entirely overcoming these obstacles due to

caste system,
It is impossible to successfully carry out any
educational programme on a

(4) Antipathy with . .
large scale in India, so long as

female education,

the female folk are absolutely

111.1terate and ignorant. In other advanced coun-
tries boys and girls receive their education alike
il:l public schools, while in India female educa-
tion is as yetonly in the inceptive stage. It is
therefore obvious that, provided otherZD environ-
ments were the same, the percentage of scholars
under instruction in India in the absence of
female education should be only half of that
obtaining in any other civilised country, because
half of the Indian population has absolutely no
concern with education whatsoever.
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In England go per cent of the people live
in cities, the population of which
exceeds ten thousand. Of these
25 per cent live in larger cities
and towns having a population of more than
250,000. Agriculture is only one of the
seven or eight industries which provide ample

(5) Ninety per cent of
the population isrural,
and lives on agriculture,

" means of subsistence to the English people, and

there the collective income of the people derived
from agriculture is comparatively very small
‘The condition of affairs is just the reverse in India,
where 9o per cent of the population is rural which
mostly lives on agriculture, and only 10 per cent
live in towns, the population of which is 5,000 or
above. There are very few cities in India, where

you will not find even ten towns with a population: -

of two hundred thousand.
truth that in no part of the world, the agricul-
tural classes have ever appreciated or acknow-
ledged the advantages of literacy. Since literacy

It is a well-known’

has no direct bearing on their profession, and

the knowledge of 3 R’s does not in any way
immediately help them in their daily task, the
agriculturists have altogether ignored education
Under the circumstances it is
not an easv thing to accelerate the progress
of Education amongst the agricultural classes,
which form the bulk of the population. In
other civilised countries the majority of the
population lives in towns, and all urban pursuits

I our country.
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require  some form of previous intellectual
training and development, which naturally
leads to a demand for education, and wherever
real demand exists, provision has to be made
somchow for the education of the people there.
Obviously such is not the case in India
where go per cent constitutes the rural population
devoted to agriculture, for which education has no
att'raction——nay—they look upon it as soméething
uninteresting and in no way helpful to them in
the performance of their daily work. It conse-
quently requires extraordinary pursuasive efforts
to invite their attention to the need of p(.>pu]ar
education.
Keeping in mind this peculiarity of Indian
. population, it would be only fair
India  compared to (O compare the progress of
that of other civili-ed education in  other civilised
countries to that of the urban
popula.tion of India, and it will then be found that
educatl?)nal progress amongst the urban people
of.thlutc;lla does not compare very unfavourably
wi ¢ average ini i i
The percentagz ofOIS)(flE'lll(i;::‘i rclercle'm'her eoondny
: ‘ . ving secondary
.educatlon i India, for instance,  which
is mostly shared by the urban population is not
so low. The average of scholars attending
secondary.schools per ten thousand population in
-Germany 1s 98, in England it is 62, in France 32
in Japan 35 and in India 48. Bengal is'
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inhabited by persons mostly belonging to the
same nationality and speaking the same language.
Consequently the rate of educational progress.
there has been comparatively more rapid.
Collegiate Education in Bengal, therefore, com-
pares favourably with that of other advanced
countries. The percentage of University Edu.
cation per ten thousand in Germany was 8, in
England 7, in France 10, in Japan 7, in Italy 6,
and in Bengal 5. [f female education, to which
the bulk of the Indian population is apathetic, be
ignored in this calculation, then the percentage
of Bengal goes up to 9, which is better than the
average obtaining in several other advanced
countries.

It will thus be seen that the lack of any
Recapitulation.  written language —amongst the
aborigines and the depressed classes, unpopularity
of female education, difference of languages, variety
of educational requirements of the different
Indian nationalities, caste prejudices, the vast
majority of the rural and agricultural population,
the living together of peoples speaking different
languages, and the fact that people speaking
the same language are dispersed all over the
country, all have combined to retard the progress
of education in India and are still retarding it.
The chief thing which ought to be noticed is
whether progress of Education in India has of
late been more rapid or not. No one can deny thef
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, well-known fact that by the persistent efforts on
the part of the administration, education is mak-
ing headway in all stages. The number of

_ institutions and that of scholars under instruction
have been steadily increasing. The system of
higher education is being reformed, and new
residential universites are springing up in large
towns. Such universities have already been
founded at Benares, Patna, Dacca and Aligarh,
and proposals of establishing similar universities
at Rangoon, Nagpur, Lucknow and Agra are
under the consideration of the Government.

As has already been shown, the almost
Difficulties  concern. ipsurmountable difficulty pecu-
Ing the medium of !1ar to India, in the way of
imparting instruction is the

question of the vernaculars of the country.” It is
admitted by all that rapid educational progress is
not practicable unless instruction is imparted
through the medium of our own vernacular.
The demand is quite reasonable, but we must
not underrate the difficulties of the administra-
tion in meeting this pressing demand. The
question, however, naturally arises through the
medium of which Indian vernacular, the Western
arts and sciences are to be taught to the Indians ?

Every language claims the capacity of possessing
a learned literature, and even if this claim is
admitted, it is necessary that all languages should

have a sufficient number of suitable text-books for
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all stages of instruction. In advanced countries
the work of writing and compiling new text-books
is so actively pursued that even if only transla-
tions of the new publications be undertaken in
one orall the vernacularsto serveour purpose, better
sets of new books will have arrived before the
translation of the older sets is complete. Suppose
that this difficulty too is overcome, even then
the difficult question of making arrangement fo.r
the education of the mixed population of India is
not so easy to solve. '
On the demand of the Indian patriots tl.le
practical  difficulties overnment has lately permit-
?xfediut.f:cof vernacular ed instruction henceforwarq to
now permitted. be given through the medium
of the boy’s vernacular up to class VIII.. Mathe-
matics, History and Geography, Chemistry a'nd
Physics, and all subjects other than the English
text-books, are accordingly now taught through
Indian vernaculars up to the Middle Standard.
But the drawbacks of this new system and the
educational loss to which students are now
liable, are known only to those who actually
do the teaching work. Boys speaking and
using Bengali, Hindi and Urdu are generally
found in every school in this part of t.he
country. The three languages are entirely dl:s-
tinct from one another and have nothing in
common both in verbal expression and in their
written characters. Each student is now required
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to keep.a written record of his daily work in all
lthe subjecti@ in his own vernacular. The teacher
1as to teach every subije o 2dli
of the boy’s own \}r’cmacjulfltr txlx]ur;;i]éh : lth*? mfc‘(‘l the
Black Board” and has to wri,te on tl]L et s
: he board a sum-
mary of the daily lesson which the boys arc re-

uired i {
fquired to copy in their own copy-books in his own

vernacular of course—and ordinarily there is onl
one teacber in each school for each subject. Thiz
tgacher Is expected to be equally familiar with
rd.u, Hmd'l and Bengali, so as to be able to teach
cfﬁc.lently his Hindi-, Urdu-, and Benvali-knowing
pupils ‘in their respective languages at‘\onc and thz
same tune, and to personally éxziminc, value and
mark tl'xeir answer-books in three differentlan(ruacreé
Even 1ignoring Bengali-, Urdu-, and Hindi?kngw-‘
ing ll))oys are found in every school almost in equal
1mrlm ers Altl'loug'h every teacher is encouraged to
earn and qualify himself in both these Vern'xgu]'x 5
a'ctual experience shows that one teacher c{an (;F;id-’
cvlently teach Fhrough the medium of only one
vernacular which is his own. Under the “circum
stances all the boys cannot be equally beneﬁtC'i
by one tcacher, and one set of students in C(lCi’T
class must suffer. The only solution of this diff-
culty is that either students knowing the same
language should be admitted in one S:hOOl or more
than one teacher, knowing the various lanouaces
of all the school boys, should be appointed {S t(eZch
the same subject to the same class in the ‘same
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period of time. Neither of these alternatives is
practicable for the present and the difficulty must
stand.
Notwithstanding all the obstacles referred
Literary upbeaval of  L© above, progress of education
the country. The  hag been steady in all directions,

Press and the growing
and yearly the ranks of the edu-

literature,
cated are swollen by hundreds of thousands and the
result has been a revival of letters such as the
world has never seen. On 31st March 1818, the
Serampur missionaries issued the first newspaper.
ever printed in a native language of India, which
usually dealt with religious topics.

Printing presses numbered 3,237 in 1916, but
in face of all the difficulties and obstacles created
by the great recent European war, the number of
printing presses has increased by 500 during the
past five years while the number of vernacular

journals now approaches one thousand, besides

which magazines and periodicals number no less
than 2,927. In ancient times news could be trans-
mitted only by means of messengers or letters, but
now everything that happensin the remotest corner
of the world may be learnt daily by means of

Some years before, newspapers
bay, Madras and

newspapers.
were published only from Bom
Calcutta, but they are now issue- from almost all
important towns. '

In the year 1917, [,541 new books written in
English aud other Europzan languages, and
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10,658 written in Indian vernaculars were pub-
lished in India, besides a wvast importation of
literature from England. Educational societies
now: number 1,195 in Madras alone, where there
are 764 Reading Rooms having 33,000 members.
Bombay has 227 libraries. The Indian intellect
is thus marching in many directions rejoicing in
its new strength,

Restrictions formerly imposed on the Press
have now been removed, and the liberty which the
Indian Press now enjoys could not even be con-

ceived in any former rule, The press now has

perfect liberty of criticising the policy and actions

of the Government, and even the most ordinary

scribbler may, with impunity, lampoon the heads of
provinces and even the Governor-General himself,
The publication of seditious writings alone is
prohibited by laws and this prohibition
equally to the native papers and to those owned
or edited by Englishmen. Every Indian can now
give free ventilation to his views in the Legis-
lative Councils, in public and communal meetings

and can make his opinions known in all parts

of the world through the agency of newspapers.

" This is a concession and a privilege which none
ever dreamed in India before the British rule.
The most prominent among all the advantages
The unifying power which have accrued to India
of the English lan- during the British rule, is that the
guage

English language has lproved a

applies
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great unifying force. Notwithstanding all the dl(f;f.er— =
‘ences and diversities existing amongst ‘the I(rjl 1fan
_people, the English language a.nd what it s'tanlsd(.)al“
is the most powerful force acting to-day in nhl
in the direction of national unity. .An Indian w ok
knows the English language and 1s 'able to spefle
this language can travel most conveniently f(x;"om tat
Himalayas to Ceylon and fr<?m Burma to uzel;]d
and can pass through all- important towns :to
villages without experiencing dlfﬁcult}‘f ng;lg ©
the prevailing difference of langu'ages,i.f ne O
the novel features of modefn Indian life fxs the
frequent holding of Plan-In.d1la.nil(}:((;gsgtrr(izz‘]se:el?cl;ioug
iscussion of political, social, . , religiou:
:rllzctl)st:; subj[e)cts. These assemblies V\f};;ch lr):;r;%
together the most prominent men fI‘Ol’l‘l a Raoads
India could not be held if India were wnhou}t1 r Casé
railways, post and telegr;.lph, as was tthaet case
in pre British days. Supposing, l?owever,b et
gatherings were possible, cven in the ; se o
the present means of communication an transport,
it would have been simply 1mp0551b.le t? fsermt]}:z
i such meetings, were it not {o
(t:}cl)flm?giei);s(i)sf provided by. the Engli'sh language‘;
which is gradually becoming the lingna Efmg;h
of India. It is entirel)'f due to the ! ng' -
language that the Buddhists of Burma, ft I; (1:'6:]
worshippers of Bombay, the Babug 0 ?nbﬁ’
the Brahmins of Madras, the Shikhs o h? 1e
Punjab. the Mahrattas of Poona, the Pathans

i
.
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and Rajputs of the Northern India, and the
Tamil and Telegu-speaking people of the South-
ern India can now frecly exchange views and
take part in all discussions on one and the same
platform, and fully make known their thoughts
and  sentiments to the Government. It is
through the medium of English language that
Western arts and sciences have been accessible
to all the Indians alike, that the peoples of India
are now much better informed, and that a crav-
ing for personal and national liberty has deve-
loped by reading the accounts of other advanced
and free nauons,
The English not only taught us Western
sciences through their language,
w}fl‘=};ﬁ:&§dﬂg};§:‘lg‘ﬁ; but have also taught us the
aspirations in us, most important lesson of na-
tionality and frcedom. Even
before our Indian National Congress came into
being, English civilians of the type of Mr. A, O.
Hume, C.B., who is rightly known as the fathen
of the Indian National Congress, upheld the
cause of India and of the Indians, and im-
pressed on the Government the necessity of
Englishmen's friendly behaviour and intimacy
with the Indians, and pointed out fer the first
time that persons who paid frequent visits to the
British officers were not the real representatives
of the people, and that the educated classes had
greater hold upon the people and it is the latter
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class which should necessarily he consulted on
allimportant occasions. It is Englishmen them-
selves who by means of their writings created in
us a craving for personal and natlonal freedom,
liberty of the Press, liberty of holding public
meetings, right of appointment to the hlghest Civil
and Military offices in order to share equally with the
Englishmen the responsibilities of administration,
the institution of democracy in place of beaurocracy,
the repeal of the Arms Act, development of the
Indian industries, curtailment of the expenditure
on the Army, Self-government and Home rule,
and various other concessions and privileges. [
can, without fear of contradiction, declare that
even the extremist class of our countrymen can
scarcely bring forward any new political demand
which has not been referred to or discussed in
the writings of liberal-minded Englishmen such
as Messrs. Hume, Cotton and others, published
before the inauguration of the Indian Congress.
Below are quoted extracts from the opinions of
Testimony of two LWO representative Americans—
e Evitieh in res Dr. Franklin Jeffreys and Dr,
tional policy in India.  Jones—who had actual know-
ledge of conditions in India (published in the
year 1907 and 1908 respectively) :—
(1) *“ The British in India have done a’splen-
did work along many lines in raising the people
to a higher standard of civilisation. They have
fostered and developed a thorough educational



78

system that has worked powerful changes in the
thought condition of the people. More than three
millions of the Indians are to-day able to speak
‘the language. Perhaps the two greatest blessings
brought to India have been the strong Central
Government and the growing spirit of nationalism,

In the history of man nothing in the way of.

alien rule has been so vast in its magnitude or
so difficult in the carrying out as the attempt
of our English cousins in India, and their
splendid success challenges our highest admira-
tion. In all India there is but a handful of
English to rule, and they have been training a

complex people, made up of 43 different races -

and nationalities, divided into 2,378 main castes,
more or less antagonistic each to the other, and
holding a number of distinct religions. These are
the people they have been fitting for self-rule.”
(2) ** The British Government in India has
carried forward the whole people with it in a
mighty current of progress. It has educated
millions, it has breathed within them the spirit of
unrest; it bhas made them capable of much
greater things than their ancestors ever dreamed ;
in brief, it has brought to them the first dawning
sense of national existence and the desire for
independence and power. And it has been
quieting the spirit which it has thus roused by
adding more and more to their privileges and
powers. [l s lothe everlasting credit of Great
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Britain that she made the present agitation o
posstbility,  Imagine such a movement as this
in Russia to-day or even in more advanced
European countries !” :
Before concluding this chapter it must be
Seli nelp recessary pointed out that the striking
for educational adsance- variance in the educational and
intellectual standard of the differ-
ent communities in India, is by itself an obvious
proof of the fact that the educational progress
depends after all upon the voluntary efforts of the
communities themselves. The very high standard
of education found among the Parsis, who are
literate almost cent per cent, proves beyond doubt
that the Government has spared no pains in
bringing means of education within easy reach
of the Indian people.
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CHAPTER VI

IMPROVED MEANS OF TRANSPORT.
(1Y Tue Roab.

The progress and prosperity of every country
chiefly depend upon the preservation of its inter-
nal peace as well as on the facilities of transit
and transport. If there is no peace in the country,

) and life and property are insecure, obviously the
" people there cannot have opportunities of any in-
tellectual or material progress Then again suppos-
ing the country enjoys peace, but does not possess
easy means of transit, trade and industries cannot
flourish, which alone lead to prosperity.

[t is not generally realised what wonderful

How dificult it was Progress has been made in India
totravel Joyears 280 in the last 70 years in the con-
struction of roads and of railways which constitute
the easy means of transit and transport.  Shortly
after Lord Roberts came to India in 1852, he
was directed to proceed from Calcutta to Peshawar,
a distance of about 1,500 miles. The journey
now takes about 60 hours, in 1852 it occupied
three months.  Lord Roberts travelled from

Calcutta to Benares by river. This part of
the journey took about a month. He then
proceeded from Benares to Meerut in a horse-cart.
Horses had to be changed constantly. The Grand
Trunk Road which now stretches from Calcutta
to Peshawar at that time did not go beyond
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Meerut. From Meerut it was necessary, therefore,
to travel in a palanquin or dandy. Now the
traveller, if he wishes to go by road, can motor
direct, in less than 30 hours, from Calcutta to
Peshawar by one of the finest roads in the world.
Most people, however, in making this journey
prefer to go by train. Whichever method is:
chosen, the difference in time taken is remarkable.
From the Single Example quoted above, we can
easily judge to what trouble and inconvenience
the travellers were liable in those days, and how
expensive travelling must have been under such
circumstances, Then this example refers to the
case of a Government officer of high rank and
position, and we can infer to what extra troubles
ordifary travellers must have been exposed. No
good roads similar to the metalled roads of the
present day existed in India before 1840. The
custom was to plant trees on each side of a track
to mark the route and provide shade. The rivers
were not bridged, and so during the rains, except
where it was possible to proceed by river, trade’

-was stopped and it was very difficult to move

about the country. During the census of 1901, 1
had to make a continuous tour in the Gwalior
territory as a Superintending Officer appointed
by the Government. This territory is situated in
what is known as the Malwa region. 1 found
that in the rainy season, with the exception of a
horse or an elephant, no other conveyance was
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serviceable, as in the absence of roads and bridges,
bullock-carts and horse-carts cannot be used par-
ticularly because the soil is made up of soft sticky
clay. The cart wheel once stuck in the wet soil
cannot move one way or the other, and all traffic
consequently stops for four or five months. Con-
ditions are, however, changing, and now in British
India alone there are at least 37,000 miles of good
metalled roads. If ordinary second and third
class roads be also reckoned the total length of
roads exceeds 130,000 miles, the annual expendi-
ture for the up-keep of which amounts to twenty
million rupees. The extension of railways neces-
sitates the construction of more and more roads
in order to facilitate access to the new Railway
Stations, and the whole country is now covered
with a supplementary network of roads carrying
on the good work which is being done by the
railways. _
Roads have not only facilitated trade, but
" Roads facilitate trade N@Ve proved effective means of
A e ind help 5nirequent  intercourse amongst
the defence of India. peoples living in the distant
parts of the country, promoting unity, fellow-feel-
ings and improved friendly relations. Good roads,
moreover, furnish the means of quicker movements
of troops and supplies and, therefore, render the
task of the preservation of peace and of the
defence of India much easier. If one travels
among the hills and mountains of India, one is
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enormously struck at the skill shown by the British
Engineers in surmounting difficulties of road-
making. Hundreds of years from now, when all
current events are forgotten, the roads, tunnels
and bridges erected by the British Engineers will
remain as a monument to their patience, their
industry and their practical gifts.

(2) TuHE RarLwavs.

The most striking of England’s achievements
in India are the railways.

Sixty years ago when there were no railways
Troubles of traveling 11t India, poor men travelled on
in olden days. foot by day, and rested under
trees by night. The rich rode. on ponies or
were carried in bullock-carts, horse-carts, or in
palanquins (dandy) at the rate of three or four
miles an hour. Travellers were exposed to fatigue,
to the weather, to robbers, to sickness, and some-
times had to lie down and die alone. Much more
time and money was spent even on short journeys.
The routes were unsafe and infested with robbers
and plunderers, who plundered the travellers
and even murdered them. It was risky and
sometimes fatal to travel alone and so intending
travellers had to wait long till they were able to
form a caravan and to travel in large numbers.
This state of affairs, however, is now a thing
of the past. Rivers, even like the Ganges and
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]unﬁlna have been bridged, and men can now very
ed'Tl y traverse by rail distances of hundreds of
191 S « 2V i 0
miles in a few lilours, perfectly secure and without
incurring any risk.
. I'he railways carry food from prosperous
Faminesmiti districts ami Stri
Lhamine s ‘g:t.t(f i tricts to famine-stricken pro-
moted Ty network o vinces, and convey the surplus
lways. 1 1 ‘
o . products in different parts of the
e .
° itry to big trading centres and seaports and
thus enable them to find the best market. We
ca ;tur ‘
' n1 nowt_tum over our money ten times as fast
and profitably as when we had not these advant-
agces A Ing i
ges, 1o say nothing of the increased security of
transit and transport.

v he railways serving as the means of rapid -

Rty add 1o }nov?:ment of troops, of arms
miltary steengih of the and ammunition, and of supplies,
have greatly added to the mili-

easily sent by (:iilfil;ra country. Troo.ps can b.e
consequently unne ‘ny part Of. Inc'ha, and it is
soldiers at are 'Cessa“}’ to maintain bodies of
The - sreat many pl
re arc now
ments in India.

tary strength

aces to meet emergencies-
many abh: - :
ny abandoned military canton-

I By railways the peoples of this great contis
ittt nent have been drawn togecher
up, kllOWled(r The COu.ntry has been Ope“ed"
» tge and enlightenment have been
spread. The awakening of India to some sense
of. national feeling and brotherhood is mostly due
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to roads and raitways. The system of caste is

'being affected to a certain extent by the linking

up of province with province and race with race
by easy means of communication. The opening
up of the land, the facilities that roads and
railways afford to the peoples of the north to get
to know and understand the peoples of the south,
the newborn friendly feeling which comes as the
natural result of constant relations between races,
are all blessings to India due to facilities for travel
which we now enjoy.
We now travel 700 miles instead of 15 miles
Time -aud expenses @ day and at one-sixth of the
saved: old cost, ordinary passengers
have to pay at an average of one pice (}d.) per
mile. It has been estimated that the producers,
traders, and passengers of lndia are benefited to
an amount equal to 1,500 million rupees annually
by reason of cheapness of railway as compared
with old modes of travelling. The saving of
time again is a considerable pecuniary gain by
itself.
One of the inestimable advantages, which
National gatherings the railways have conferred on
made possible. India, is that they have made
national gatherings possible in all parts of India.
Thousands of educated persons, from every part

of the country, assemble every year at one place

to exchange views and discuss political, social,
educational, industrial and religious topics. Had
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there been no railways, it would not have been
possible to hold the grand and imposing annual
meetings of the National Congress and of the other

educational, industrial and social conferences. No

civilised country having the faintest claim to
civilisation can do without railways.
When the administration of India was trans-
Need of foreign ferred to the Crown, the need of
capital. railways was felt for the protec-
tion of the country, for maintaining its internal
peace, and for promoting commerce. The con-
struction of railways, however, required immense
capital.  The Indians by themselves are not
accustomed to invest their capital in any industrial
enterprise on any large scale, as the prevailing
rates of interest here are very high. The Indian
money-lender gives money at rates of interest
varying from 12 to 50 per cent. Poor people can
borrow money only at the rate of one anna per
rupee per month, which comes to 75 per cent
per annum. Obviously the Government could not
afford to borrow money for the construction of
railways at such exorbitant rates of interest, and
it was for this reason that the Government had to
look for foreign capital at a cheaper rate.
On enquiry it was found that the German,
London lendsmoney  I'rench, and the American capi-
at the cheapest rate - :
talists demanded interest from
5 to 1o per cent, and London proved to be the
cheapest market in the world for the Indian
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Government which stood in need of capit:al.‘ The
English capitalists were willing to lend millions to
the Government of India at the cheapest rate,

v is chea
viz., 3 or 3% per cent per annum. This p

offer was, of course, accepted and no -bo‘dy
can say that India in any way suffered by obtain-
ing loans from England on such easy terms. We
ourselves could not make the railways, nor were
we willing to part with our money at a cheaper
rate of interest, the next best thing, under the
circumstances, was to have them mac‘lc for us by
the Government with the aid of foreign capital.
For it would not have been wise to wait a century or
two further and to indefinitely postpone all moral,
intellectual and material progress of our country.
Whenever the Government is in.nced of aloan
Successof gper cent, [0 MeEEt emergencies or for th.e
ndian loan”compared  jnyproyement of the country, 1t
‘g‘l‘té‘“sthh;za"t' e widely advertises the amount and
conditions of the required loan. For instance, the
Government of India recently offered 5 per cent
interest on a loan required during the months.of
July and August 1919. Asa furthc?r concession
to money-lenders, they were required to pay
Rs. 95 in cash but to receive interest on the full
amount of Rs. 100. The time allowed 0 the
people to contribute to the loan was restrfcted to
two months. The amount, however, realised by

the Government at the end of the first month was

only 110 million rupees. The same loan was also
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advertised in London papers, but at the reduced
rate of 4 per cent, and within exactly the same
period the English people contributed in cash no
less than 9,000 million rupees.  This recent in
stance alone is sufficient to demonstrate to what
extent the Indian capitalists shirk from lending
their money, notwithstanding their complete con-
fidence in the Government and the distinctly more
favourable rate of interest.
There are some people who think that
Hon'ble Mr. Justice borrowing of foreign capital is
Ranade's view, :
a loss to the country. In his
“ Essays on Indian Economics” the late Hon'ble
Mr. Justice Ranade writes: © A portion of the
amount (sent from India to England) represents
Interest on moneys advanced to or invested in our
country, and so far from complaining, we have
reasons to be thankful that we have a creditor
who supplies our needs at such a low
interest."”
In the early days of British rule, the Govern-
Construction of rail-  MeNt  tried to induce private

ways. Syl :
English companies to undertake
the construction of Indj

daccount,

rate of

an railways on their own
But when the companies were found
unwilling to risk their capital in a foreign land,
the Government undertook to
loss which the companie
and guaranteed

make good any
s might incur in the work
4 minimum return of s per cent
on their outlay. It was under such assurances on

of railways was starte
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the part of the Government that the construction
d. But the Government
was put to great pecuniary loss as a consequence

of its self-imposed guarantees which had to be

given up later on, when the Government itself

took into its own hands the constructi({n of rail-
ways. In the meantime (}O\jemment's 1\1?0,“5
ledge of the country had consl'derably increase
and the science of engineering h'ad greatly
advanced, with the result that the railway works

began to pay since the year 1900. |
The first railway, 2o miles n length, was
opened in 1853 between Bom-

Railway statistics.

bay and Thana. Additions have:

gradually been made till in the year 1917 up-

wards of 36,286 miles were open at a 'c0§tt;i
Rs. 5,44,67,40,000 (35,446 millions). Dur}n% ;
year 1917-18 the total income from rai ways
amounted to Rs. 68,76,00,000 and deduc.tmg
Rs. 3214 crores on account of the expendltl.llre
incurred, the net income to the Government'u.n er
this head exceeded 36 crores or 360 mdllon‘s.
The railways are extended every year, zmd. SO
the income from this head is gradually mcreasm’g.
In the course of the year 1916-17 when &thcj gre-clxt
European war was in progress, 3 crores (t)lo'lmlin
lions) were allotted for railway extenslon,l\{w‘u 661
the budget estimates for the year 1919-20, 1 ; ?t}é
crores (265 millions) have been sanctioned 1o
extension and improvement of the railways.
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These figures throw light upon the growing
advantages accruing to India from this source of
our material progress.  The income from railways
is the largest of all other items of receipts. For
the year quoted above, it has exceeded the income
from a}ll. sub-heads of the land revenue by 4 crores
(40 mllllon.s). The whole of this income is applied
on the various improvements of our country.

No better employment can be found for
fol?;noiz; e of the forelg.n capital in this country
:,:a,;s;.ructi,),, o rail- than in the construction of rail-

. ways.  Wherever they have tra-

versed, their power to increase the efficiency of
~E{end, labourl,1 and capital to produce wealth};las
en marvellous.  Railways are wing -
gferce, by the aid of wh);ch it reaChZ: t;)i f;)on:t
istant lands, scattering wealth and activity in its
trac.k. A generation ago, the peasants of our
United I’f'ovinces could hardly even dream that
the eoor)  grass growing on the boundary ridges
of their fields would be paid for in bright sil\jger
taken hundreds of miles away to Bball :
Caleutta and there made into paper. e

In the year 1916-17, the railways carried
486,030,900 passengers, and
transported 2414,776,000

maun [ 5.
ds of goods. The rates charged for passen-

g:;l;s on In'dian railways are as low as one pice
(r' ) per mile, and under one half penny per ton (28
maunds) per mile for goods,

Uses of the railways,

o1

According to’the census of 1911, 9 years -
Raitwags  provide 282 the railways gave direct
employment for In- employment of all grades to
dians. 9COo,000 pEersons, of which more
than 850,000 were Indians Innumerable
Indian contractors and thousands of their
workmen and coolies earn their livelihood from
railways. The Indian coolies working at the rail-
way stations now earn from eight annas to Rs 3
per day, and all these persons are beside the
number of railway employés quoted above. The
railways have been greatly extended during the
past g years, and obviously the number of persons
supported by the railways must have considerably
increased by now.
The Indian railways are not always construct-
Railways are  not ed to vyield proﬁt,. sometimes
always constructed for  they run through thinly peopled
trading purposes. .
tracts simply to protect them
against famine, such railways do not pay; but
they are invaluable in droughts. India is a vast
country and drought, therefore, almost always
occur in some part or other. The railways carry
food from prosperous areas to famine-stricken dis-
tricts to save the people there from starvation.

Formerly grain and supplies were transported by

pack oxen, ponies, donkeys and bullock-carts,

but by this means it took a very long time to
carry supplies to the famine-stricken areas, and
then they could be taken only in a small quantity.
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But the greatest obstacle in those days was that
the bullocks, donkeys and ponies required grass
and. fodder which was not available in the famine
region, and this fact discouraged the use of pack
animals for this purpose. All these difficulties
have now been surmounted by the railways.
There is yet another class of railways con-
th;"sngtig;gra?faim stru.cted in the northern hilly
: regions, and used for defensive
purposes against an invasion. These are costly
but d? not pay. But they are helping to civilise
the wild tribes through whose country they pass.
Many of my countrymen grumble that the facility
of transport  due to raitways has led to the
export of Indian grain to other countries. Had
all t.he produce of the country, they say 1"emain-
ed in the country, the troubjes of famyines and
drought could have been avoided. The fact is

that during famine time grain is nof exported
from India, because the OWI]C!‘ can sell it 51 his
own country at higher rates which are expected
fr}?m a foreign customer. Grain is exported only
1t\;vy egx‘filsrilageitsci:z pllentiful, and this is done
A & aroe *,

If they were not induced“(‘lﬁ)Cr Pio‘ﬁts ” Fhe her

y personal gain, they
W()L.l]d never have taken the trouble of sending
th(.?lr grain to distant lands. The owners arz
ev1den.t1y under no pressure to export the produce
of their land.  They do so voluntarily, actuated
by self-interest. It is extremely se]ﬁs,h on our
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part that owing to our unjustifiable desire to pur-
chase grain cheaper, we should dislike the export-
ing owners, or their foreign customers or the
railways. Every servant desires an increase in
his monthly salary, and every landowner is, in
the same way, naturally anxious to secure the
highest prices for the produce of his land. He
will surely send his produce to the most favour-
able market. He has a right to profit himself
as much as practicable by the out-turn of his
labour. Then again the same railways also bring
to us, for our use, our requirements from other
countries, and supply us commodities at rates.
cheaper than obtained locally.
If export of grain to foreign countries is
altogether stopped, the motive
pors oo o 2 to produce more grain than is
prove the grain sito- acryally required to satisfy local
demand would disappear. No
cultivator is likely to be pursuaded to purchase more
seed grain at an extra cost to himself, and plough
more land by working harder, in order to produce
more grain, simply with the generous object of
either selling it cheaper to his neighbours, or
storing and preserving it in his own house to save
the population of a famine-stricken region from
starvation in some future year of drought.
If any wealthy patriot is willing to practise
benevolence, the only way to assist his countrymen,
is to purchase large stores of grain at the harvest
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time at rates offered by foreign customers, and to
sell them at a light rate of profit.  This process
would be equally profitable to all parties, the
cultivator, the other inhabitants of the locality
and to the patriot capitalist, when the whole
grain produce will, in this way, be retained in the
country, trade competition will necessitate cheaper
sale, and the Indian capitalists, too, will earn
sufficient amounts even at a light rate of interest
on their investment. But the chief condition
which must stand is that the good-intentioned
capitalist should transact this business solely
with the object of helping his countrymen, and
not to fill his own coffers with gold at the
expense of his fellow countrymen—otherwise what
is the advantage of prefering a local customer to
a foreign dealer. If larger amounts enter the
iron safes of a few Indian professional specu-
lators, the money may remain in India, but
experience shows that it is of no practical use to
the society or to the country. The broad fact
that. the Government was compelled to employ
foreign capital on Indian railways, distinctly
shows that the hoarded wealth of India did not
prove of any practical value to the country.

If our capitalists cannot see their way to
help in improving the resources of their own
country, it is no use lamenting over grain exports
or blaming the railways. It is absolutely unfair
on our part, who are either in service, or follow
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a profession other than agriculture, to grudge
the considerable profit which accrues to Indian
landholders and cultivators by the export of grain.
The exported grain must necessarily sell* at
prices higher than prevailing in India, and extra
profit thus secured would go to the pockets of
the owners who are Indians. How unjust—nay—
how selfish it is to lament over a neighbour’s gain.

CHAPTER VIL
IMPROGVED MEANS OF COMMUNICATION,
(1) THE Post Orrice,

Previous to the year 1837, no organised and
regular public postal system existed in India.
From the headquarters of the provinces, official

letters or parcels were carried to other important

towns by messengers or camel riders. But there

was no such arrangement for the public.

If a son was away from home, his parents
wished to hear how he was, and he, too, naturally
wished to know about his parents. One or the
other might have important news to communicate.
A son or father sometimes fell dangerously ill,
and the presence of the one or the other was
required. In all such cases a runner had to be
found to carry letters, or a friend going in thatdirec-
tion was requested to convey it to the addressee.
Poorer persons had to wait till several of them
could jointly manage to engage a runner to take
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their "letters in a particular  direction. Thus
there was expense, loss of time, and uncertainty
of a letter rcaching its destination. The great
advantages of the present postal system are thus
apparent.

In England, too, in early times, both public
and private letters were sent only by special mes-
sengers or friends.  Till 1840, the postal charges
were high, varying according to distance. A letter
to any place not exceeding 15 miles distant was
charged 4 annas 144.) and under 300 miles the
charge was 12 annas (124.). Uniform penny
postage system was adopted in [ngland in 1840,
and all letters below 4 oz, can now be sent in
England for a penny (one anna).

Government postal system was introduced in

Government  postal  Indiain the year 1837.  Origin-
ystem. ally postal rates varied with
weight and distance. A letter, for instance, from
Calcutta to Bombay was charged one rupee for
one tola. The charge per letter of one tola from
Calcutta to Agra was 12 annas (124.). Postage
was realised  beforehand in cash.  In 1854-5
uniform postage was introduced irrespective of
distance, and postage stamps came in use for the
first time.  The sphere of usefulness of the postal
system was subsequently extended, and the post
office gradually undertook to deal with registered,
insured and value-payable letters, packets and
parcels, money orders and savings bank.
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The Indian postal system has several unique
Unique merits of Merits. In their own country
Indian postal system.  the English people have not yet
been able to bring down the postage on letters
to below one penny (one anna). There a post
card costs a half penny (4 anna). The Indian
postage rates, however, are the cheapest in the
world. A letter weighing one tola now travels
safely for half anna (34.) and a post card for a quar-
ter of an anna (1d.), over a distance of 3,000 miles
from Quetta in Baluchistan to Bhamo (on the
borders of China) by road, rail, river and ocean.
Such facilities of exchanging news about the
health and well-being of relatives and friends
living in distant places were never enjoyed before
in India.

In 1855 there were 645 post offices in India
and the mails were conveyed
over 30,000 miles. In 1918 there
were 19,410 post offices and 50,000 post boxes,
and over 250,000 miles of postal route. There
is now not a village of any importance which has
not got a post office. Where there is not a post
office, there is a post box, so that no locality with
any population to boast of now lacks postal
facilities. The boon that the postal system has
been to the country may be appreciated from the
fact that 1,000 million registered, and unregistered
letters and post cards, 55 million newspapers, 43
million packets and 135 million parcels passed

Postal Statistics.,
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through the post office during the year 1918. The
same year the post office issued 35 million money
orders of the value of 755 million rupees, and
realised for the traders 145 million rupees by
transmitting value-payable parcels. Three million
parcels were insured for the amount exceeding
900 million rupees. Besides these transactions, the
post office sold 216 maunds of quinine, at nominal
price, to the villagers, to protect them from
fever, and sold postage stamps worth 321 million
rupees.

The postal savings bank has helped our people
to deposit their pettiest savings
and to earn a fair interest there-
on. [tis thus teaching them to be thrifty as is
shown by the fact that on 31st March 1918,
1,637,600 savings bank accounts were open, the
total value of deposits being 165 million rupecs.

The total number of postal employés in the

Establishment and Y€ar 1918, including officers,
their difficulties. clerks, postmen and runners ex-
ceeded 108,000. The envelopes and post cards
bore addresses in 30 different languages. Some-
times envelopes are very small and the address
illegibly written, but so wonderful is the postal
organisation that letters punctually reach their
destination. Surely no private company could have
possibly managed such postal transactions at such
a cheap cost. One has only to pay a visit to such
a postal centre as the General Post Office at

The Savings Banks,
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Calcutta or Bombay, to be impressed by the fact
that the pitch of enthusiasm, excellence, and
speed with which our increased postal business is
carried on is beyond all praise. .
The advantages of the post office are three-
When the mail does Told. It adds to the public con-
not arriveat the proper yenjence, it promotes trade, and
it helps the Government in
properly conducting the administration of the
country. The Government, therefore, attaches the
greatest importance to all postal arrangements of
which punctuality is the most prominent feature.
The train conveying the mails is given preference
to all other trains which are required to stop and
let it pass. We realise the postal blessing of the
British rule when the post, for some accident,
does not arrive in a town, at the proper time.
{ There is a bustle in the whole town, and the post
office is surrounded by men of all classes cou-
stantly enquiring if the mail had arrived.

(2) Tue TELEGRAPH.

In 1858 when the Crown took over the ad-
ministration of India, there were only 3,000 miles
of single telegraph wires and a few score of
telegraph offices. In the year 1918, there were
87,714 wiles of telegraph line with 347,906 miles
of wire and about 11,000 telegraph offices through
which 20 million messages were transmitted,
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Telegraph system is essential for the main-
tenance of cfficient administration of the country,
for the advancement of trade, and for the exis-
tence of railways. The number of messages that
daily pass over the telegraphic wires is enormous,
at a cost within the reach of the poorest. Tele-
graphs have for all practical purposes annihilated
distance, and one can get news of a friend or of
business in an hour's time, from any part of India.
Calcutta and Bombay merchants may now as-
certain the daily fluctuations of other busy markets
by means of telegraphs; and need not lose good
bargains by waiting for days for a reply by post.
We have grown so much accustomed to the facili-
ties of communication, that we shirk even from
thinking what could be the state of business if the
posts and telegraphs were stopped and closed
even for a short time. Payment also may now
be made by wire within an hour to the farthest
corner of India—the cost of such remittances being
only the usual telegraphic fee and the prescrlbed
postal money order commission both of which
are very cheap.  Millions of rupecs are sent by
telegraphig nfonéyeorders every year. How bene-
ficial the postal and telegraphic systems have
been to our countrymen is proved by the fact
that their activity is increasing beyond calculation,
year by year, in every department of their work.
Calcutta can get news from London almost as
soon as it can from Bombay

a marvel which

VoL
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sounds like a dream of the Arabian nights, or a
fancy of the mythical age. No corresponding
facilities of communication ever existed in India

_in pre-British times.

Till recently an expensive installation has
been necessary for establishing
telegraphic communication. We
almost daily notice on both the sides of the rail-
way line, series of metallic telegraph posts and the
metallic wires connecting them, which must have
cost a good deal. The European scientists have
now invented a system of wireless telegraphy by
which news are exchanged without the interven-
ing telegraph posts and wires. About 20 wireless
installations have been set up by the Government
of India at Rangoon, Calcutta, Bombay, Madras,
Karachi, Delhi, Simla, Allahabad, Peshawar, and
other places; and more are bemg erected each
year. This system of wirelg by is most
advantageously used in & f1é "gath

different parts of the ocghf’ mc@@e\a\ ly
exchange news with a artof the worl world :
: g e T a

Wireless telegraphy.

brains busy to discover so
flash or receive news by telegraph, special train-
ing was necessary and every lay person could not
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make out the meaning of the monotonous tele-

graphic ticks. They have now invented telephone,
a contrivance similar to telegraph, through which
messages can be sent by the voice. No matter
what the distance is between two persons, they
can converse through telephone as if they were
talking face to face, the man at each end recog-
nising the voice of the other. Thus a man at
Delhi can now talk in his own language, as long
as he likes, with a friend at Calcutta, Simla,
Lahore, Bombay, or Peshawar. Telephone ex-
changes have been established, under licenses
from Government, by private companies at Cal-
cutta, Bombay, Madras, Rangoon, Ahmadabad,
Karachi and Moulmein. Elsewhere the telephones
are managed by the Telegraph Department. At
the (-md of the year 1917, there were 251 tele-
phonic exchanges and 20,163 connections owned
and.established by the Government and the com-
pantes. Human skill is now controlling natural
forces, and onei cannot conceive what fantastic
marvels are yet in store for us.

CHAPTER VIII.
TRADE AND MANUFACTURE.

Three things are necessary for the material

progress of a country, iz, (1) capital, (2) labour
and.(3) professional skill. There is no lack of
capital and labour in India, but educated and
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trained Industrial and Commercial experts are not
available here. The additional obstacle to our
industrial progress is that our Indian bankers and
capitalists are not at all accustomed to invest their
money on any large scale in productive works.
They would part with their money only at a heavy
rate of interest, varying from 12 to 75 per cent
and money borrowed at such a high rate of
interest would hardly pay if utilised in any com-
mercial or industrial enterprise.
Seventy-five per cent of the Indian population
Capitalat cheap rate depends upon agriculture and
of interest essential for  this business does not yield
material progress.
more than 4 or 5 per cent on
the capital employed. The money invested in the
railways and canals and other industrial undertak-
ings also yields more or less a similar rate of
profit. Under the circumstances it is no good to
borrow money at a rate of interest which is at
best double the expected rate of profit from the
proposed investment. The rate at which private
capital is advanced in India is fatal to all success-
ful enterprise. Unless the Indian capitalist learns
to freely and unstintedly invest his capital for a
cheap rate of profit, proper industrial and com-
mercial progress of the country is not practicable.
The employment of foreign capital in such a case
is unavoidable, and the interest on this capital
must go outside India. Scarcity of local capital
thus retards the development of the material



104

resources of India. As regards technical skill and
cxperience, neither capital nor labour is service-
:11.310 in the absence thereof. On account of the
(l.lfﬁcultics peculiar to India, there are compara-
tively very few industrial and trade centres, and
S0 arrangements for practical business trainind
are not, for the present, so easy here as in Englan(;
The most convenient and profitable way for
Need of emplogment us Indians to invest our money
of foreign experts. in any productive work is first to
secure the services of a foreign

expert, as professional experts are not locall
available. 1 once visited the great kerosine oi);
fact.ory at Rangoon, which is worked entirely by
Indian capital, but is managed by skilled English-
men, who are loyally devoted to their work. This
fz%ctory managed by paid foreign experts annually
yu.slds a handsome percentage of profit to the pro-
prietors.  We have grown so much accustomed to
Government initiation that we seldom venture to
start any b}lSiHﬁSS on our own account, and then
:\;eeconl]plam tl}at the. Government does not wish
mploy Indian capital on any industrial concern.
The complaint against the attitude of the

p,a“:‘a‘“f; of our com. .Indlan Government about ignor-

Int of the G - 1 i i

e the Govern-  ing I ndlan‘capltal and discourag-

story. ing local industries reminds us
of an instructive story : In days

gone by a king used to daily visit a hermit and to

complain to him that the world had been holding -
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him fast and did riot leave him, and so he solicited
the hermit to use his spiritual force in somehow
frecing him from the worldly grasp. After
repeated appeals from the king the hermit pro-
mised him the boon applied for the next morning.
The king on returning to the hermit, on the pro-
mised morning, was greatly surprised to find the
hermit embracing the trunk of a tree with both
his arms and wildly shouting for help that the
tree had caught hold of him. The king respect-
fully pointed out to the hermit that it was not the
lifeless tree that had caught hold of him but that
it was he himself who was holding fast the tree,
and that if he simply loosened his grasp and let
go his hands he will be quite free. The hermit
meaningly smiled and told the king that he had
himself devised the proper cure for his own com-
plaint. It was not the world,” said the hermit,
““that was catching hold of the king, but it was
the king that was hugging the world, and it simply
required wz// power on the part of the king to
shake it off.” Exactly the same is our situation
in relation to the material progress of our country.
Industrial development of lndia depends upon
ourselves ; our hands are not tied and we have
every liberty to invest our capital in any local
industry, to pay for expert advice, and take the
initiative and then go on developing it. The
solitary example of the Tatas is there to show

what can be done with iron industry alone.
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| If the Indian capitalists secure expert advice
prgfri]:de;glny Ce;:r?:l:)lyii]n b and regularly pay for it, and then
there is none to }Proﬁtab]y employ their capital,
is ample room f ar them from doing so. There
business, We Z: m}PrO.vemem in our agricultural
our money in im ™ OrdlnSta'_]Ce’ profitably invest
purchase of bettef rovel ,ag“CUltural implements,
cial manure Masee(’ and manufacture of artifi-
populated. There wre opery Lrot are dhinly
Averages 5 persons pee e hore population
average of é%oo‘)xS p'Tr square mile against the
perous regions ICIrfml ¢ in other fertile and pros-
to Provi(ié m sufﬁ'm?m .Capital is employed
populated arefsanS of irrigation in these thinly
grants from O;e;‘ and they are Colo'nised by emi-
enrich the colonj Izoimate-d regions, it will not only
ing the Pl‘essurS ’f . Wl“.be beneficial in reliev-
There is muéh e from thlc.kly populated areas.
the Governme r.oo'm for I:allway extension, and
the execution ntf ° always in need of big loans for
canals, and it i;) Its programme of railways and
on the borrowedvzma’bl{ Offers‘ @ fair rate of interest
ing money for Suciplta . Indian capitalists in lend-
selves but indirect] puljp'OSe.s not only benefit them-
the resources of y assist in the development of
in great demand OUIz/Icoumry. Paper mills are now
paper was armua.lll e t.han 24 million maunds of
one-third was m d l;'sed i India, of which only
was imported f anutactured here and two-thirds
ported from. outside. The great European
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War stopped the import of paper which greatly
increased the outturn of the Indian paper mills and
many more mills were started. But the supply of
paper is still inadequate and the cost of paper has,
therefore, gone very high. The country will
welcome any number of new paper mills. Indian
capital can also profitably be employed in the exten-
sion of jute cultivation and coal mining. But such
undertakings require courage, patience, business
methods and mutual trust. [t has been estimated
that there are 30 million sheep in India, which at

the rate of two pounds per sheep yield 60 million
If for trading purposes these
and properly looked after,
In the

pounds of wool.
sheep are better nurtured
each sheep can yield six pounds of wool.
year 1918, 44 million pounds of wool was exported
from India which at the present rate of one rupee
per pound fetched only 44 million rupees. By
taking better care of our sheep and spending some
capital over them we can add 9o million every
year to India’s wealth only from this single source.
Our ignorant shepherds fleece their sheep twice a
year and the quantity of wool per sheep, therefore,
does not exceed ten or twelve ounces. In other
countries sheep are fleeced only once a year, and
for this reason the wool fibres are longer and the

quantity yielded is much larger.
India produces everything that we need for
Offood articles India ~ OUT food and drink, and we do

only i ts forei : .
oagar, PO 1OTEER - not mport from outside any food
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articles except sugar. In the year 1918, sugar
worth 1534 million rupees was imported into
India and there is consequently great room for
the extension of sugarcane cultivation, which
only requires capital and expert advice. If some
Indian capitalists take heart and combine, they
can arrange for an increased produce of sugar to
meet the existing demand, thereby securing the
profit which goes to foreign sugar exporters. If
some leading zamindars secure the service of a
trained English agriculturist for this purpose, the
Government has no reason to stand
What, however, is lacking,
and organisation.

In the Kolar district of the Mysore State the

My'if,'fg,;ﬁ‘;’,‘;"‘?;.'dsfi” gold n?ines were left ignored for
eysore lyivg idle for ;ent;]mes, arr}dhnone tried to profit
o y them. e Engli ital-
Ists in India at last sent for expegr{thsiln;x?:at:rls
from England to teach mining work to the Indians.
Tbey got all necessary mechanical plant and ap-
pliances and started the work. These gold-fields
now provide means of livelihood for the families
of hundreds of thousands of Indians and produce
gold worth millions. These gold mines yield 650
thousand ounces of gold (more than 500 maunds)
cvery year, and this quantity lay absolutely idle
for. centuries in pre-British times. The charac-
teristic of the English capitalist is that he is not

afraid of risking his money, whether the work

in the way.
is the power of initiation
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eventually proves productive or not, h'e fe.:eu‘lessly
employs his money. The foreign CE}pltHl]StS may
win or lose, work is certainly provided for the
Indians who readily avail themselves of any new
means of earning their livelihood. The Mysore
State spends nothing upon the\se mines, but. only
gets a royalty of Rs. 17,00,000 every year from
the mining company according to the terms of
agreement,
The Englishmen have similarly employed
India benefited by  their capital to . the e)ftent of
?aucrtlg:ieedss o orat ag;‘ thousands of milll(?ns on iron and
British capital. coal mines of India, and on the
cultivation and manufacture of cotton, indigo, jute,
tea, coffee and silk. They profit themselves as
well as benefit the Indians. Before the English
came here, nobody paid any attention to the- local
coal mines, nor there were any skilled engineers
who could have undertaken the work. I.‘he
Indian coal mines occupy 35,000 square miles
which are estimated to contain six billion maunds
of coal. A few }./ears before, the coal required for
steamers, railways and factories was imported ffom
England, Australia or Japan. But the coal mines
of Bengal and other places worked by 200,000
Indians now supply 300 million maunds of coal
every year ; and Indian coal 1s now used almost
for all local consumption. ~Cultivation of tea was
started in 1830. Skilled men were sent for from
China, who taught the cultivation of tea to the
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Indians Now India supplies all the tea consumed
by Great Britain, and is considered to be of the
finest quality. British capitalists initiated indus-
trics in India and they were gradually taken up
by the Indians. This is strikingly the case with
the mill industry of Bombay, where Parsi, Hindu
and Mahomedan traders now own many thriving
mills. These mills owned by the Indians are not
confined to Bombay, but exist in many other towns.
In the early part of the 19th century no demand
existed for Indian manufactures excepting Dacca
muslin, dyes and pottery, but thanks to the enter-
prise of Englishmen who have shown us such bril-
liant examples of what can be done by joint stock
enterprise and organisation, the expansion of
trade in India has been such that it can now take
rank with some of the most prosperous industrial
countries in the world. In the year 1917 there
were 263 steam-driven cotton mills which daily
gave employment to 300,000 Indians. [ndia-made
cloth is used in India itself and is also exported
to China, Japan and other Asiatic countries. So
long as handlooms were in use, India could suc-
cessfully compete with the world and her cotton
cloths were sold largely in Britain under the name
of calicoes, etc. In 1785 an Englishman invented
a weaving machine to be driven by steam. By
means of it one workman could produce far more
cloth in a day than 12 men with handlooms. The
immediate effect was a great fall in the price of

11X

cloth. Weavers who continued to use handlooms
were reduced to poverty, as they could no longer
obtain the same rates for their goods. Cotton,
ow shipped to England, made
into cloth, sent back to India and is sold cheaper
than when woven into cloth by h.andlooms on
the spot where it grew, and I.ndlans therefore
prefer it. The Indian cotton mills usually turn
out cheaper material fit for the poorer classes.'
Gunny bags were formerly-lmporlfid into
Growing industries India from (.)utslde. ey are
of India. now made in Bengal. There
were 67 jute mills in the country in tc};'e year1;9t1h7e,
giving employment to 300,000 [n 1.ams..n o th
year 1911, there were 7,113 fact(?rllf:s 1'1k mms,
including cotton mills, WO(?llen .mxl s, Tll ! e;
jute mills, flour mills, oil mllls,.nce mills, pap
mills. saw mills, sugar factories, soap fact.orl.es,.
’ iron foundries, tanneries, CO]ll.CI'I'eS,
pottery works, railway worksbops, ship building
yards and for other industries, of these'7,ng,.
factories of which 4,569 were w'orked by stea.:;l
engines, provided means of llvellh-ood for ;% n:rt;
lions of poor Indians, whose family members

not included in these figures. Of these 825,000

worked in tea, coffec and indigo - plantations,

575,000 were employed in cotton an.d jute mills,
250,000 in coal, gold and other mines, and the

¥ g r
remaining number of persons worked in othe

factories.

grown in India, is n

rope works,
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Impressed by the example'of English capital-
Example of By St .;md their business methods,
capitalists favourably  Indians, too, have now begun to
impressed the Indians, . . :
rcalise that it is more to their
advantage to employ their money in the develop-
ment of local industries than to bury it under-
ground or convert it into ornaments, and that by
encouraging industries they profit personally and
also render useful service to their country. Ten
per cent of the population of Calcutta now depend
on jute and other factories; cotton mills of Bom-
bay and Ahmadabad maintain 15 per cent, while
the rice mills of Rangoon support 11 per cent.
The paper now used in Government institutions
is mostly the product of Indian mills. Raw hides
and skins were formerly exported from Indija
to England to be converted into leather, but
many tanneries have now been established in India,
and leather is now made in this countr

y. Now
industrial factories are thus grad

uaily springing
up 1 our country in large numbers, and the great
industrial cities—Calcutta, Bombay, Madras and
Rangoon —proudly proclaim the extraordinary
industrial and commercial development which
India has achieved during the British rule. Cal-
cutta and Bombay, the two commercial capitals
of India are essentially the creations of British

rule. It is justly pointed out that there 1s more
accumulated wealth held by Indians in these

two cities of British India, which a couple of
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centuries ago were mud hamlets, than all the

treasures of the imperial and local courts under

the Mughal Empire. ‘
Between the.years 1835 and 1639 the annual

imports of India averaged 75
Foreign  commerce L
of India, million rupees, and the annual

exports 115 millions, that is, .tl}e foreign trac'le
of India amounted to 190 millions; whereas in
the year 1917-18 Indiaimportejd goods worth 1,640
millions and earned 2,450 millions by her exports.
The total imports and exports i.n one year thus
exceeded 4,000 millions. It will be seen that
India has more to sell to the world than shg,
requiries to buy from it. In the year quote

: i in
above, India, after making over its staples

payment for all that it purchased from other

countries, sold 8o millions wort.h. more of .1ts
produce to foreign countries, realising the price
in cash and thus adding during the year about
1,000 millions to the Capital of the country. Out
of this cash value of the excess of exports over
imports, India received gold and sil.ver worch 3?;)
millions, Greater details of the 1mport of g0

and silver into India are given in C,}’lapter XVII—
“The growing wealth of {ndla. The above
figures do not include articles imported on Govern-
ment account; they only represent private com:

mercial transactions
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The imports generally consist of cotton and
Imports and exports, . .
tobacco, machinery, metals,
mincrals, medicines, silk, oil, glass and manufac-
turcs, hardware, liquors, dyes, books, motor cars,
bicycles, and railway plant.

The chicef exports are raw cotton and wool,
cotton goods, yarn, food grains, hides, and skins,
jute raw and manufactured, lac, opium, indigo,
tea and coffee.

Of all the imports of the year 1917-18, 565
millions worth of cotton goods and yarn came
from Lagland, Japan, America and  Holland,
and r50 millions worth of sugar came from out-
side.  The quantity of imported sugar was
smaller this year on account of the great war, the
pre-war annual average import being 173 million
maunds or half as much again as was imported
this year. The annual average cost of imported
railway plant is 60 millions. The exports for the
same year consisted of cotton and cotton goods and
yarn worth 560 millions, food grains worth 540
millions, tea worth 180 millions, hide and skins
50 millions, wool 40 millions, jute raw and manu-
factured 425 millions. The annual cost of opium
exported before the war averaged 100 millions.

During the year 1917-18, of the cotton,

Customers of ndian  COtton goods and yarn exported
export=. from India, 16 per cent was sup-
plied to other British possessions, 71 per cent was

woollen goods, cottonyarn, sugar,
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absorbed by Japan, and the rest went to America,
[taly, France, Spain and China. Indian yarn
mostly goes to China. This year the outturn
of India cotton mills consisted of shirt cloth,

‘longcloth, dhotis, bed-sheets and drill, all measur-

ing 1,615 million yards, of which 190 million
yards of cloth was exported, that is, 13 per
cent more than the total amount of cloths
imported during the year from Lancashire
(England), was exported from India to other
countries.
Some of our countrymen think that India
Is the excoss of ex- is getting poorer becagse her
ports over imports in-  exports exceed the imports.
furlous tothe countiy: rppig is, however, no test of
wealth. Many other things require to be taken
into consideration. The United States of America
and England are the two richest countries in the
world. The exports of the former, like those of
India, exceed the imports whereas the contrary
is the case with England. As a matter of fact
when the products of a country secure higher
prices in foreign lands, the farmers of that country
are naturally inclined to increase their produce for
purposes of export and are thereby enriched.
When India sells more goods every year than it
buys, and realises the price of the excess in cash
surely there is much larger aggregate of capital
in the country—a much greater national reserve
or staying power.
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[tis wrong to suppose that if the export

Prospects of large of food grains was altogether
TP s arencentiveto  stopped, all the grain that was
the produce of their  annually exported te foreign
fand. ~ countries would stuff the Indian
markets and sell cheaper. The fact is that if
there were no prospect of large exports fetching
higher prices, the farmers would not care to
produce more than the actual local demand. The
great motive power that has brought about
changes in all ages, in all countries apd among
all classes of men, has also changed the ways
of our husbandman. What pays will have its
way. Foreign trade has conferred an exchange-
able value on various results of labour which they
did not possess before, or possessed  only
a limited degree, or in other words, foreign trade
converted those things into wealth which were
not wealth before, or were wealth of 4 lesser
value.  Jute had practically no exchangeable
value before ; it has been converted into gold by
mere touch of foreign trade Up to 1850 cotton
was produced on a small scale in India, and the
total value of exported cotton averaged during
the previous five years only 261 million rupees.
Ten years later the American war gave rise to
a sudden demand, and the Indian exports rushed

up, till in 1865 they exceeded the enormous value
of 6674 millions.

in

This vast amount of money
went into the pockets of the cultivators, who, the

1y

moment that they had found a more profitable
crop than their old food staples, quickly began}
to cultivate it on a large scale. Even for severa

_years after the mutiny there was no steam-driven

cotton mill in India, whereas the cotton and Jut.g
mills with more than 130,000 looms are now
being worked by steam in t.his country.W;I hls,d(:é
course, is the result of foreign trade. hat A

American war was to the Bombay peasant, the
Russian war had been to the Bengal husbandman.
The blockade of the Baltic ports put an end to
Great Britain’s supply of fibres from_Russxa durl(?’%
the Crimean Campaign. Fortl.lwuh the I'Benb(«)lf
peasant enormously increased his produg@;ean
jute. In the year 1852-53, before Fhe ) rlabOut
War, the whole export jute from. Bengal \/Vld(si "
11 millions. In 1872-73 1t excee(fe foi)d

rr;illions, an increase of more th(?m ort?/ rt;
Before the recent great war the Jute’ e:*PO |

averaged 425 millions. When the GerC;nd‘n ;upi)h);
of indigo was recently .stoppe'd ; umc]]b o
war, its cultivation smnl.arly attrdcte' et
greater attention of Indian farmers an o

produce and export of this dye-stuff from‘ n' Ha;
was consequently, much accetle.rated. { ﬁ)erlzona §f
know the case of an ind1v1du'al. Janc 1o.e’r'o

the Aligarh district who by additional Cultfwcx;loz
of indigo, during the war, ea.rned a profit oE t’ re1

hundred thousand rupees in one year. ‘xact);
the same is the case with grain. If 'prosI.J‘ect )
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its export disappear, the quantity of grain pro-
duce is sure to decrease, as lack of incentive will
be a bar to its extensive cultivation. When the
English obtained Calcutta, it consisted of three
mud  hamlets, scarcely raised above the river
slime, without any trade whatsoever. After a
“century and a half of British rule the total value
of the sea-borne trade of Calcutta alone exceeds
200 millions!  These figures are so great, and
the material progress which they indicate is so
enormous that they clude the grasp of imagina-
tion.  All this is the result of foreign trade and
0 a great extent the outcome of British rule
and British capital. The British rule gave peace
to the country, and provided unprecedented
means of communication and transport by land
and sea which unusually facilitated commercial
progress.  If foreign trade had not developed
there would have been no source of the growing
imports of annual treasure from outside, and the
consequent increase of the wealth of India.

CHAPTER IX.
AGRICULTURAL PROGRESS.

As has been pointed out before, India is a
purely agricultural country, and more than 75 per
cent of its population are dependant upon land,
Jut straifge as it may appear, the fact is that the

~was ever made on any la
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people have never employe@ their capltz;l i)rr t};ef:
development of this most 1m.p'ort;mt inc u y t
Before the British rule no attemp
rge scale to provide ample
means of irrigation wh.ich thfe coux;tr?f. ilseeded as
the best safeguard against fal‘lure 0 raub ..ld oy
Even now they are not used to ui o
The Indian farmer NOUSES, barns,or sheds. in 0 .
s the victim of anti their land under cgltlvatlon,. tcc;
%\rl:jtsgm::'stoms tand store or protect grain fr(?m w(:gn
and rains ; and one slight show.er (;f rairg.u:l ¢
after the harvest occasionally spodfs the x:;) oy
their whole year’s labour. The armethe mploY
the same sort of plough to turn ovelrWhiCh i as
was used thousands of years ago (m(, yheh s o
better than a crooked stick ; and tlxeyf e
actly the same old slovenly metholc s;)) o
in respect of implements, catt el— r(; < A o
manuring as were in use amongst t-le o
settlers in this country. T}}e 'falmersd © not
accustomed to spend money in nnprovehab;lrain
tural implements ; theﬁf :ltlllp;?:f)at?;eeatrseofbcom
from chaff by having the hea !
trampled ovzr, in open ﬁelq, l?y thenr1 plougii}iizzel;;
and then labourers winnow it in smal .qulam Py
means of winnowing fans. dS}I;ICh ;;;ta 1i]/[ucjasst i "
ion is ignored Dy . N '
?Se;ee(loire]eigg see:i’ that is handy, geﬁ{t‘t;lng
it often as loan from the shop-keeper. ey
do not know the use of manufactured manure,

their country.
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and do nothing to preserve "or improve the
breed of cattle. Breeding is left to chance.
Healthy and diseased, mature and immature
animals, herd together, and as a natural result the
stock deteriorates. In short they are suspicious of
all innovations, and will not adopt any improve-
ments that mean extra work., The reform of

agriculture in India, therefore, presents a problem
of the gratest difficulty.

Since 1872 there has been established in every

The Agricultural  PrOVincea Department of Agri-
Department. culture.  The Government has
bestowed much greater attention to this department
during the past ten years. In the year 1903, the
department was worked by 130 officers and men, but
its staff now consists of 866 officers and subordi-
nates. The department seeks to educate the Indjan
farmer. Itisfirst of all & bureau of information,
finding out what all the cleverest farmers in the
world are doing, how they get heavy crops
and grow rich. It collects and circulates early
information, through newspapers, and by issuing
leaflets and periodicals about the crops. It
tries new staples. It studics the diseases of
cattle and the insect pests of plants. For this
purpose it has laboratories where skilled chemists
are at work. In each province there is a
Veterinary Department for the prevention and
cure of cattle diseases, and for the improvement
of the breed of horses and cattle. Its officials
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travel in each district, and many. veterinary dis-
pensaries have been established. The department
is always on the alert to introduce some new form
of cultivation that will improve the prospects of
the farmer.

It has established many experimental and model
farms in each province. There
Agricaltural Farms. e farmers can see what can be
achieved by scientific farming, and how they camf
improve the quality and quantity of the produce o
their land ; and from these farms they can buy
selected seed grain for their holdings at a low rate.
Three hundred and seventy-four such farms are
already in existence and their number 1s 1ncreai'sllenr§ir
every year. The farmers can actually seeOr ore
better quality of food grains.an.d sugar cane blr‘he ,
ing in plots improved by artificial manure. ' (}i
can learn here how to manufacture manure, an
advantageously use improved implements.

i rs are held
Conferences and Agn;ultural shows e
nibi.  Where farmers can meet an .se(;
Agricultural  exhibi- : o
tons. samples of superior produc

i ral
other parts of the country, and of agricultu

m i ments
achinery, and hear of the latest improve

y aoement to the farmers,
A=)

i LY )
in cultivation. As an encou
e Gon and medals,

the Government award cash' prizes pecels
to such of them as show any improvementint ‘
. e
grain produce, or produce models of improv
irrigation and other agricultural implements.
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Schools and colleges have been established
Agricwltural educa- 1N all the provinces to teach
tion and training. agriculture. At Pusa, in the
province of Behar, there is a Central College of
Agricultute, where higher scientific agriculture is
being taught, and which is expected in course of
time to be of the greatest benefit to our vast agri-
«cultural population. Then there are Botanical
gardens in Calcutta, Bombay, Ootacamund, and
Saharanpur, and the Museums of Bombay, Madras
Lahore, Lucknow, Nagpur, and Rangoon.
Cattle-breeding Farms, Research Institute, and
Fruit I'arms are springing up throughout the
land.  Zamindars are now sending their sons to
the schools and colleges to learn how to manage
their own lands, and the more intelligent farmers
are ready to profit by the advantages put at
their disposal by Government.  But the real prob-
lem is how to get at the peasant  farming
his four or five acres, and to break down his
prejudice.  This can only be done by time and
the spread of education. It is enterely due to
the efforts of the new Agricultural Department
that the country now produces 133 millions worth
of more grain than before. The department
annually spends about 5& millions.

1

The land area of India is estimated at about

750 million acres, of which 2350
million acres are under culti-
vation.  The peoples of India are absolutely

Area under cultivation.
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unaccustomed to migrate. Not used to 1eavmg
their homes, they are rapidly multlply.mg, in
these peace times, in their birthplaces, with the

result that the average of population in some areas

¢ i : he
has gone up to 800 per square mile, a rate of t

density of population which'is found now}.ieref
else in the world ; while there are other regions

very thinly populated and having only five persons
to the square mile. The much-ta?ked-o.f poverty
of the agricultural labourers is c}.ueﬂy‘ self-
imposed. They will go on multl.plymg in th;
same place without migrating to thinly populate
areas and breaking new soil for tf.len.qselve;,
thus finding their livelihood and rellevmlg ’t]e
pressure from their home-land. It has already

‘been pointed out that the farmers would not care

to produce more grain than bzujely sufjﬁcs:sdtféz
local needs, unless prospects of high profit 1n u'

them to increase their produce for export. It has
been shown in the chapter on * Trade and Ma.nu-
facture” that the cultivation of cotton and jute
rapidly increased when for SPecial reasons tl?erg
was demand for them in foreign cc')un.mes, an

that during the recent war when indigo was in

. . .
.demand in other countries, Indian outturn of indigo

suddenly rose high. The bulk of India‘n soil' 1s‘
yet lying uncultivated. 1f our agrlc'ultur'ls]ts
could only be prevailed upon to colomtc,e in thinly
populated areas, or to use improved implements

. ) of
and manufactured manure, the grain produce
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our country may be considerably increased. But
neither our farmer would leave his home, nor
our money-lender or capitalist would part with
his moncy at a cheaper rate of interest, and.
progress must therefore be slow.

In India cattle manure is generally used as
fuel.  If each farmer were to plant a few fuel trees
in his holding, he would save a very large quantity
of manure, and would obtain sufficient supply of
firewood, besides improving the climate and
affording shelter to his stock. The richest manure
15 that obtained from human beings ; but in our
country, except in a few cases, it is only allowed
to poison the air.

Of all the food grains, the annual outturn of
rice'is the largest. In the' year
1917, 8o million acres of the
cultivated area were under rice, wheat occupied

25 million acres, juar 21+ millions, and bajra 15
millions, each of the other grains occupying less
than 10 million acres. The wheat produce in
Great Britain averages 25 maunds and 24 seers
per acre (2,0481hs.).  The corresponding yield in
the canal and well-irrigated areas of Bombay is
160 maunds and 32 seers (1,34410s.), but in areas
dependent only upon rainfall, the average yield per
acre in Bombay is 71 maunds (6ooths.) The
average yield per acre in the canal irrigated areas
of the Punjab is 24 to 27 maunds (1,920 to 2, 1601bs.)}
The outturn for the whole of the Punjab, however,

Average yrain produce,
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averages 111 maunds (gcolbs.). In America it
éverages 121 maunds (1,0001bs.), in France 16
maunds (1,280lbs.), in Canada 17} maunds
(1,4001bs.). '

In India, Punjab alone produces double the
annual outturn of wheat in Great Britain.

I personally made enquiries in the various
districts of the United Provinces, and found that
the minimum and maximum average yield of wheat
and barley respectively was 74 and 25 maunds per
acre (600 and 2,000lbs.). Of other food grains,
the average yield per acre is calculated at 124 to 20
maunds for makke, 5 to 10 maunds for juar,
15 to 20 maunds for gram. Cotton produce per
acre fetches Rs. 35to Rs. 40, while sugar cane
yields a crop worth Rs. 150 to Rs. 500 per acre.

The net result of the whole enquiry is that
the average yield of grain per acre in [ndia 1s com-
paratively less than the corresponding average of
other countries. This is due to the use of old
and inferior implements, defective ploughing and
insufficient and inferior manure.

Some Indian patriots think that the export

The export of grain of grain from India to foreign
not peculiar to India.  ooyuntries adversely affects the
grain situation in this country. B'ut they must
keep in mind that the many countries, Whlch are
not agricultural like India, depend upon imported
grain, which must come from ot'her countries. If
other countries sell their grain to supply the
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demand of industrial countries, it is no new thing
for India to do the same. We so much think of
our grain produce simply because we are purely
agricultural people, and more than three-fourths
of us live on agriculture.  In England 58 per cent
are employed on industries, 14 per cent live on
private service, and only 8 per cent depend upon
agriculture.
In industrial countries food grains are scarce
Why bigher prices N therefore, usually sell dearer.
ace it so keeuly. felt But the people <‘>f these. places
do not feel the higher prices on
account of their large income.  In Calcutta and
Bombay, for instance, wheat flour sells generally
at about 3 to 4 seers per rupee, but the inhabitants
of these places earn higher daily wages and get
more money, and are used to the high prices of
food-stuffs.  During the past 50 years the daily
wages of labourers, coolies, masons, carpenters,
etc., has more than doubled and even in some
cases trebled the older rates of wages, while the
demand for labour is daily growing on account of
the extension of roads, buildings, railways, and
irrigation works, the development of industries and
commerce, and consequent accumulation of capital.
The labourer who formerly earned two annas or
three annas a day (2d. or 3d.) can now easily earn
five or six annas daily (54. or 6d.), and at the
harvest time the agricultural labourer now ordina-
rily earns twelve annas a day (one shilling). In
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villages the daily -wages of coolies varies from
four to cight annas, while in towns and at rail-
way stations the coolies and porters earn from
twelve annas to three rupees per day. The in-
creased rates of their daily wages enable even the
poorer classes to buy food at a higher cost, and
it is, therefore, that private servants on smaller
salaries are not available now, and we do not
meet with that unusual clamour, we used to hear
20 years ago, when wheat sold at ten seers per
rupee as against the present prevailing rate of six
seers a rupee.

CHAPTER X.
PROGRESS OF IRRIGATION,

The irrigation works constructed by the:
British Government are the greatest in the world,.
and constitute noble monuments of its rule. India
being chiefly an agricultural country, irrigatiom.
systems of one kind or another have always.
been in use. : .

Wells originally formed the most general sys-

Old means of iriga.  tem Of watering lands, and are
tion. found more or less all over the
country, Water was raised from the wells in large-
leathern buckets drawn by bullocks, and the same
method which was employed a thousand years ago-
is generally used even now. .The Gavernment.
has done everything possible ‘to encourage the-
digging of wells, and in many instances has:



128

constructed them. For many years past, it has
assisted cultivators to construct them by lending
them money at a low rate of interest, Some
300,000 wells are still in use for irrigation. In
southern India reservoirs known as tanks
bave been employed for irrigation from early
times. In most cases they are hollows in the
ground partly excavated ; others have been
formed by the construction of dams of masonry
or earth across the outlets of valleys in the
hills.  They are fed sometimes by rivers, some-
times by the rainfall. They vary in size from
ponds irrigating a few acres to lakes several miles
in circumference. Madras alone maintains 40,000
such tanks for purposes of irrigation. In north
India, the first canal mentioned is that of Firoz-
shah, about 1351 A.D. Water was drawn off
from the Jumna to supply his palace at Hissar,
a new city which he founded on the edge of the
desert. Two hundred years later, it was re-
opened by Akbar. About 1628 Ali Mardan
Khan, the Engineer of Shahjahan, took off a large
canal from the Jumna to bring water to Delhi. An-
other canal went to the north-west, During the
trouble that followed the breaking-up of the Moghul
Empire, the canals silted up and became useless.

The present canal system is the creation of
Modern imigation the Government within the past

works, .
two generations. In the year

AJ . .
1817, the British Government began to restore
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the old irrigation "canals and to construct many
others. In northern India the Ganges canals are
the greatest irrigation works in the world. At
one place the canal has to be carried by an
aqueduct over the bed of a river, two miles wide.
The length of the main channels exceed 1,000
miles, and there are more than 5,000 miles of dis-
tributaries. In one year of drought the value of
the crops raised by the canal equalled its entire
cost, Inthe Punjab we have the finest example
of successful irrigation and colonisation that the
world can show to-day. The Chenab Canal, which
may fitly be included in the wonders of the
world, has converted an arid and trackless waste
of two million and a half acres, inhabited by a few
wretchedly clad and ill fed wild men of the wood,
into what has been with good reason called * the
Garden of the Punjab.” In 1892 its population
was 1,00,000, to-day it supports in comfort I1,00,000
Indians. Its annual crop is worth over 70 mil.
lions, and it annually exports 84 million maunds of
wheat. The Governmient is gradually spreading a
net-work of canals in places which have been subject
to droughts, and through these canals a vast amount
of labour has been saved and parched plains, with
only a few stunted thorn bushes, have been con-
verted into blooming fields, sustaining a dense and
thriving population. The 7yots have not only been
enriched by them but are protected from famine
and loss of cattle which drought always caused.
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The Punjab and Sind depend for their very

Sind and Punjai, lif€ upon canal irrigation inas-

cauals. much as 98 per cent of the area
cultivated in these two provinces depend upon
canal water. Altogether an immense tract of
country, which used to remain barren, has now
been converted into a veritable granary of
luxuriant crops. Forty years ago the area under
tillage in the Punjab was less than 20 million
acres, and of this only about 7 million acres were
protected by irrigation. Now the area under
tillage is over 30 millions and of this some
14 millions are protected. The gross agricultural
produce of the Punjab is at least 50 per cent
more than it was forty years ago, and double
what it was when the country became British
territory.

On account of the extensive irrigation done
by the Chenab and Jhelum
canals and their distributaries,
the Government took steps to colonise the barren
and thinly populated areas of the Punjab. In 1891,
for instauce, the Lyallpur district was an arid waste
with a scanty population of seven persons to a
square mile.  When the district was fertilised by
canal irrigation, cultivators flocked to the place, and
the population rose to 187 per square mile. In
1911 it grew still denser and was found 272 per
square mile, and the whole barren tract has now
turned into a prosperous colony,

Canal colonies,
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At the end ‘of the year 1916-17, altogether
there were in India 66,200 miles
of canals and their distributaries,
irrigating about 3o million acres, the total cost
of the canals amounting to 7124 millions.

During the year 1917-18, 230 million acres
were cultivated, of which about 50 millions
received water from all public irrigation works.

Canal statistics.

Irrigatoin by means of canals ... 2,88,00,000 ucres.
i woom wells e 1,20,00,005
’ " . tanks 72,02,200 s
Total area irngated ... 4,%0,00,000 '

The value of the crops seoured by State
irrigation works was estimated at 920 millions.
In a year of drought or famine, the money value
of the benefit conferred by these works is much
greater. Nine-tenths of the irrigation from the
great canals, most of the protection afforded by
embankments, nearly all the navigation canals,
and about two-thirds of the irrigation from minor
sources, are due to works which have been carried
out during the past fifty vears.
The Sarda canal project for Oudh is under
Futuce programme of the consideration of the Govern-
canals. ment. On completion it will sur-
pass all the achievements of the past, and will
prove the greatest irrigation work™ ever under-
taken inany part of the world.
It will irrigate eight million acres and its cost
is estimated at 65 millions. There are further
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bold projects, before the Government, of the
extension of canal system in the Punjab, Sind
and Madras, which, when completed, will annually
irrigate  eleven million more acres, at a cost
of construction amounting to 480 millions. If
Indian capitalists could sec their way to advance
this money to the Government on an easy rate of
of interest, and urge on the completion of the
proposed canal programme, they can, with consi-
derable profit to themselves, confer permanent
blessings on their country, securing it for ever
from the horrors of famine.

The Ganges and the Jumna canals in nor-
Damger of famine thern India, and the Indus
averted. canals in the Punjab, have per-
manently saved a large part of both these pro-
vinces from drought and famine. Similarly in
southern India, new sources of water-supply and
irrigation have enriched even the most poverty-
stricken districts of Madras. Failure of rainfal}
and drought lose their sting in regioas crossed
by canals,

CHAPTER XI.
REDUCTIION OF THE LAND REVENUE,

The British system of land revenue has been
the object of much hostile criticism and many
reckless statements.  One writer has gone so far
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as to have stated that “over a great part of India,
the Government wring from the peasants 75 per
cent of the yield of the land.” The following
facts, however, will show that the charge s0
lightly levelled by irresponsible people is unfair,
and tflat as a matter of fact no Government of
India has taken so small a share in the profits of
the soil as taken by the British Governme:nt. '
We must keep in mind that from time im-
memorial, a share of the produce of the land has
always been taken by all the I\’l'ngs and Empcrox;s
of India. As to the proportion of t.he ru}ers
share in the produce of the land in ancient times

we have the late Mr. R. C. Dutt’s testimony, a
more reliable authority than

te]:lzri}no]:;&. G s whom in such matters can hardly
be pointed out. In his presidential addres:s at
Lucknow in 1899 he said: * The Old Hindu
Law, based on the actual experienFe of thou-
sands of years, sanctioned one-sixth :)f tl:ne
gross produce of the land as ifs proper rent.” His-
tory, however, says that previous to the settlement
of the year 1582, the ruler’s share was fixed at
half or even more than half of the gross produce.
The object of Akbar’s revenue system was t(;
Akbar's rateof land ODfAIN @ correct measurement 0

revenue. the land, toascertain the amount
of the produce of each unit of land and to fix the

Government demand. For the first object he
introduced a uniform standard of measurement.
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He also i i
tiOll, aZdll]]tE;l;)Ol:edSt;};z lnStrurnent Of e e
s to make a complete
Empirre(?mvil}]lticﬁf all the. c.ulturable lands ofpthe
acconding 1 Wwere danded into three classes
of ench Oflr [;roduct'lveness. The amount
class ascertailj]rod uce yielded by a unit of each
was assumed 19 beed.]e I‘h((ia average of'three years
third (33 e produce of a unit, and one-
e B dcent) of such produce formed the
Guve quer thee[éand. The quantity of pro-
commny ne overnment being settled, it was
ettlomeed T 0 money payment. All these
o oment ere made for ten years, because the

ystem proved vexatious and expensive

According to Mr. R. C. Dutt, the rulér’s
acgfg:f:;’"té e proper share was one-sixth (17
according ws per cent) of the gross produce
borne. in mind t}c;f tllz/[e la,nd.‘ But. it should be
somne i Iand, at' anu’s Code, in addition to
iy o ane ) ;anctlons further taxation of one-
ol € ,f oney, perfumed substances used
This 1 togabood, flowers, roots, and fruits.
i force befone t}(l)ut a ‘hundred taxes which were
country. et 1? Bl.‘ltlsb be(fame rulers of this
oy A ollowing is a list of them : —Taxes
water-lift; loeoeri,s m::l.;fsal he(;bs, p(zitatoes, ghes
- , ;o and on dancing girls
mal;{)(ffstegs, Elacksmlths, goldsmiths, dyers:%)r sgl;oe-’
. » barbers, washermen, boatmen, and basket
makers, etc.  All these were swept’away undeerj
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British rule. 1n Akbars reign, which is uni-

e best Indian administra-

versally admitted to be th
fixed

tion, Todar Mall, I[ndia’s greatest financier,
the Government share of land revenue at 33 per
cent, which was often increased by other imposts
The Sikhs in the Punjab

to 50 or 60 per cent.
their

and the Mahrattas in the 'south, during
supremacy, realised half or 50 per cent of the
gross produce. Now we have to examine the
British rates of land reveunue. concerning which
absurd and absolutely unfounded misconceptions
¢ mind of the public,

seem to have taken root in th
bout the

which lead to gross misrepresentations a
current rates of land revenue.
Indian politicians are never tired of repeating

in the Press and on the platform

was lighter in the

Gross misrepresenta- .
tions about British rate that taxation

of land reveoue. s , .
good old tumes. and that India 1s

now groaning from overtaxation. They declare

the British rate of land revenue as exorbitant,
and even go so far asto describe it 735 per cent,
and try to assure their audience that ** India was
bleeding to death ” by the extortion of the British

What is to be most regretted is that my
to believe

ed to think

rule.
countrymen are so much accustomed

in hearsay that they are seldom inclin
for themselves about the truth or otherwise of a
statement or to verify it. [ had opportunities of
discussing this topic with leading zamindars and
cultivators of several districts, and when they had
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no v left i i
bytl;l;;irii]eitt(:rzhethelr support, Fhey sought shelter
e b;m(] | fp{eeches of distingruished Indian
Bt s ’(,}(1(‘ ers. 1 pointed out to them
et \,iew(., fl >'solutely no need of knowing
s ils 't was not a matter of opinioﬁ
cultivators live in every village

and town a di
and a direct enquiry from them ought
o

at
at once to reveal the real state of affairs

N . o :
[Note :—One acre = 5 bighas.] As has been

The Britixh rate of Sh( i
i rate of Shown in th i
e i e preceding chapter,

Zamindars anc

th@ minimum average produce

2 [

and a h:
an a half (or 71 maunds per acre). The zamin
ar . > N M - - ]
o usually leases out this land to the cul
ator at 1 :
e R}f}:“ I»S-o per bigha. The gross
luce of this bigha of land—one maund

and ¢
v half, at the present market rate sells for

Rs. 10 ~ axi
he maximum rate of land revenue

fixed b
y the Government nowhere and under n
o

ali i
e e ses from the cultivator.

ment and zz\:tzlilx;k][rm'wn Pmp?rtioyl of the Govern-
tively g5 and < ((1r.? share in the rent is respec-
of céurse, notliisnc?e' cent . The Government has,
which are spe ,tD tOth vith the revenue cesses,
on  works ‘opf " ;l‘rOugh. ,the District Boards,
bridges, SChOO]SF); ic. utility, such as roads,
S, hospitals, et )
the rate of Government rev’en . Iven supposing
of the rent realised by theu:éltl(l)]itl)]z.’il(‘) Fri)rmcfl?et
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cultivator, the Government will receive only half
of what the zamindar got for the above-mentioned
12 only, as against Rs. 10 the
duce of the same bigha

The actual rate of
s turns out to be about

bigha or annas
orice of the gross pro
earned by the cultivator.

Government revenue thu
Lth or less than 8 per cent of the gross produce

When grain sold cheaper, the land was leased
out at cheaper rate—say atannas eight per bigha—
and the result would be just the same. If the
average produce be taken at three maunds per
bigha, which is not unusual, and the zamindar
leases it at Rs. 2 per bigha, the Govern-
ment, at best, will realise only one rupee for
this bigha, while the price of the gross pro-
duce amounts to Rs. 20. Here the Govern-
ment revenue is wsth of the gross produce or
only 5 per cent. When the prices are e€asy
at the harvest time, wheat does not sell more
than seven seers a rupee, but this rate prevails
only for a month or two, otherwise the average
rate is six seers per rupee or even less than that
during some months. The value of grain pro-
duce has considerably increased, and it is the
Indian agriculturists who are solely benefited
by these high prices. The famine commission
of 1878—8o in their report pointed out that the
rate of land revenue obtaining in the various
provinces of India varied from 4 per cent to 8
per cent of the gross produce. The actual rates
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of land revenue are shown below, framed on the
best available estimates of the outturn —

Percentage

Provinces on estimated gross
value of crops.
Punjab .. 56
United Provinces of Agra and Oudh 7°8
Bengal . . .. 3'9
Central Provinces .. .. 38
Berar . .. .. ;;'6
Bombay . . .. 73
Madras .. . . 93

The Zamindari system chiefly obtains in
Ryyz)t:'[:rl; ,;;?;e,'.;s and B.engal, the Punjab, Uhited Pro-
s. vinces and Central Provinces.

Under this system, the zamindar or landlord is the
owr?er of the land, and he leases out his land to
cultl.vators and realises rent from them, and pays a
portion of it to the Government as land revenue.

dars., Intervene between the Government and the
cultivator, and the Government realises the land
}?.X' (land fevenue) direct from the cultivator.
’l his system xs known as « Ryotwari.” Zamindari
:Sg Iiiotw;rx Systems prevaj] respectively in 53
o ave;zauecen't of the area of British India.
whate 2 tﬁe rc},t? of land revenue for the
was ok cultivated area of British India

ound to be Re. 1-4.g per acre in the
year 1901, CaIculating at this average for
250 million acreg under cultivation in the year
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1917-18, the total land revenue should have been
about 370 million rupees, but the actual land
revenue for the year was less than 325 millions,
which obviously shows that the standard of assess-
ment has become more and more lenient since
1901,
We must bear in mind that in pre- British
Councessions 10 the times the settlemex.lts of revenue
agriculturists, demand were revised every ten
years, whereas they are now made for 30 years.
The Government absolutely receives no share. of
the increase in the produce of the land, whlc.h
May accrue to the farmer in the course of this
lOng term In ancient times no enhancement of
Produce due to improvements effected by the
zamindar at his own expense was exempt from
assessment .of land revenue; but the British
Government has made special laws according to
which the Bombay and Madras cultivators enjoy
the permanent privilege of enhancing, revenue free,
the produce of their land, by providing additional
means of irrigation, by digging wells, or con-
structing tanks at their own expense. Thus the
Government expects no share of increased produce
if the increase is the outcome of the cultivator's
private resources. The zamindars are allowed
the concession of utilising any amount of their
own money in improving their holdings, and to
enjoy, revenue-free, all the increased income from
the improvement thus effected, till they have
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recovered all the money they had spent on.

these improvements. In the Punjab and Bengal, if
masonry wells are sunk, the Government does
?(';)rt assess the extra income due to the wells
yearszzn ye:}:s )nf)r does it demand for ten
other me;ns o?ri(; 1? .the proﬁts accruing {rom
ey e rigation Prowded by the farmers
ems: ves.  Similarly in the United Pro-
y nzs ar?d th‘e Central Provinces extra produce
. t assessed from 30 to 45 years if the
clnd'-holder himself improves his land by : roviding
a'dclltlonal means of irrigation For}m[;ri anti-
cipated increase of prod‘uce wl'ls 1 . d
as also assesse

when the settlement was revised, but now rev;anue
demand is fixed only for the actual income ’of the
farmer at the time of the settlement, and all
improvements effected in course of ‘the next
I31,10en)t7‘edrs are, as a rule, exempt from assess-
Over and a?ove the concessions mentioned

| Permanen sere. 00 t'he foregoing paragraph, the
parts of the Uniltmclijollr P?rtion o ol o
been enjoying the rovinces and Madras have
permanen.t q;tl e extraor.dmary benefit of a
b revem;e tement, that is, the zamindars pay
o e o the Government at a rate fixed
st years ago, and.notwithstanding the
o landctr}f:ase in the price and the produce
it. The assesesn?eonvte::tr:e;;efiggl hothing .OUt'Of
so long agois very
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light, in consequence of which the zamindars have
grown wealthy. The most striking feature of the
system of permanent settlement is that, although
the Government demand has been fixed once for
all, the zamindars continue to increase the rates
of rent which they realise from their cultivators,
and what is still more surprising no complaint has
ever been raised by any Indian patriot or by the
public, against the zamindars, for enhancing the
rent, and they have never clamoured for any limit
being prescribed for the amount of rent. If any
modification of the permanent settlement system
be ever suggested, our Indian Press will at once
begin to pour forth bitter criticism and ascribe all
sorts of bad motives to the administrators of the
country, but strange it is that nota finger is raised
in the same country by the public concerning
the powers of the zamindar to enhance the amount
of rent, and the cultivators evoke no sympathy in

any quarter. -
During the reign of Akbar the Great, the

Actual  amount  of Moghul Empire exte.nded only

mgaz;:pe:g;i'ng the  over n.orthern India; a n‘d
according to Abul Fazal, his

minister and secretary, the land revenue for the
year 1605 amounted to Rs. 26,17,50,000 and the
total receipts from all revenue heads aggregated
630 millions. In the year 1707, during Aurang-
zeb’s rule, the land revenue amounted to
Rs. 45,27,00,000 and the income from all sources
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totalled 1,200 millions. The total British reve nu€
from all sources, in the year 1917-18, was

Rs. 1,69,00,00,000 of which 324 millions repre-

sented the land revenue. These figures show
that during the reigns of Akbar and A urangzeb
the land revenue formed 40 per cent of the
total revenue, while the corresponding British
percentage of the land revenue is less than
20 per cent. It must be borne in mind that
the population of India has now considerably
increased, that on account of ample means
of irrigation now provided, the cultivated area
has doubled itself during the past 50 years,
that the vast fertile area of Burma has recently
been added to India, and that prices of food
grains have considerably gone high, and with all
these circumstances, calculated to have immensely
increased the land revenue, the British percentage
of this item of revenue is less than half of what
obtained during the Moghul period. Again we
have to consider that the annual income from items
like post and telegraphs, canals, and railways, etc,
which are entirely the creations of British rule
amounted to about 700 millions, and the total
receipts from all other sources of revenues, not-
withstanding the extraordinary material progress
of the country, amounts to less than 1,000 millions,
and thus the Moghul revenue exceeded it by more
than 200 millions, This excess was evidently
made up from additional taxes.
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For the information of our readers we give

i : below an abstract statement of
Indian annual in- ] .

come and expenditure. | ndia’s annual income and expen-

diture for the year 1917-18, sO that they may.‘be

able to see for themselves the relative proportion

of the various items :—
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An examination of the items of expenditure

peculiarities of WIill at once show that no amount

modern expenditure. g nrovided for the person of the
ruler.

Formerly the bulk of the revenue was appro-
priated by the rulers themselves, and was spent
on royal palaces 'or to satisfy their personal
demands. Burt the present day estimates include
no items like royal stables, elephant-sheds, betel
and smoking department (Bhindikhana), the
singing and dancing department (Arbab-i-nishat),
the royal kitchens, the royal guest house, the
games department (Shikarkhana), royal furni-
ture department (IFFarashkhana), the royal ward-

robe (Toshekhana), etc. All these items have.

now disappeared. The present estimates include
expenses for the defence of the country, for keep-
ing peace, for the administration of justice or for
works of public benefit. Instead of royal palaces,
imposing buildings are constructed for public use
such as schools, colleges, libraries, hospitals,
courts, town halls, canal heads, museums and
so forth.
In former times the worst enemy of the
Thecooperative larmers was the money-lender,
credit system. who lent them money at heavy
rates of interest. The ordinary rate was 374 per
cent per annum, but money was advanced at 12
per cent compound interest, if land was mort-
gaged. The money-lender generally tricked the
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farmer into slavery, and by applying compound
interest, gradually absorbed all his landed pro-
perty. The Government has, howevér, now
encouraged the co-operative credit system in. the

‘country, and many capitalists have been persuaded

to establish co-operative banks. These banks lend
money to agriculturists and persons engaged in
other industries at very easy rates of interest,
and the debt is easily recovered by convenient
instalments. . These banks do not lend money
to individuals, but advance suitable amounts to
societies. The members of these societies pledge.
their joint credit and obtain capital which they
lend among themselves. Each village or towm
has one or more societies, the membership being
restricted to agriculturists or persons engaged
in industries. Each society begins with 20 or
25 members with power to add. The monetary
and earning capacity of every member is kept
properly registered in the bank. These societies
jointly borrow sums from the bank, and it is
then advanced to individual members according
to their respective need. Each Local Govern-
ment has appointed a Registrar to form and
control such societies. From the annual report
of the Co-operative Societies for the year 1917-18,
it appears that 282 co-operative banks were
started by that time, with a capital of 58 millions,
subscribed by one hundred thousand persons.
The number of borrowing societies in that year



“was 25,000, .with .a membership .exceeding - 3
-million. The movement is being . encouraged
by Government and is spreading fast. - Each
member of a society is also required to deposit
~every month a small portion of his monthly savings
.in the bank, which is 'placed at his credit. . This
.amount goes on increasing but has a prescribed
limit. The bank allows interest on these indivi-
dual deposits which at the end of the year noted
-above aggregated 85 millions. This amount be-
longing to the members of the societies will go on
multiplying, till the societies will have their own
“banks, and the farmers instead of being reduced
to the slavery of money-lenders will gradually
become proprietors of banks, and will be ina
“position to utilise their own money for the improve-
ments of their holdings. Deducting all actual
“expenses, the banks made a profit of about 7%
millions, which works out to be a little more than
3 per cent on the capital of the banks. It is
obvious that the agriculturists can now borrow
money at comparatively much easier rates..of
interest, and at the same time they are in the
process of making a capital of their own. These
banks are patronised by the Government, and
their number is increasing every year. The diffi-
culty is that we do not venture to utilise our
capital on any large scale for public benefit, other-
wise the co-operative credit system is proﬁtabl-e
both to the capitalist and the agriculturist.
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CHAPTER XII.

i - REMISSION OF OTHER TAXES.

' It is the common opinion that taxation was
lighter in ancient times, and that India is now
“groaning from overtaxation. The people of
Europe have larger incomes, and so it did not
matter if they were heavily taxed, but India, they
say, is a poor country, and therefore they cannot
afford to pay any taxes at all. :

Let us examine the nature and extent of

taxation in old times. Magas-
Taxation in old times. ) o hes, the Greek traveller, who
visited the capital of Asoka, says that the
buyers and sellers of goods in the ‘bazar’ were
not left to themselves as they now are; buta
state officér was appointed to watch all transac-
tions, and to collect as a tax one-tenth of the price
of everything sold. Fraud in payment of the
tax was punished with death.

The Chola Kingdom in south India, with its
capital at Tanjore, was the most long-lived
sovereignty in India. Tnscriptions on the walls
of the great temple at Tanjore, in the 11th

century, give long lists of taxes which were

levied. In Coimbatore in the year 1797 it was
found that 61 taxes were collected over and above
the land tax. All these have now been swept
away. India is considered to have been most

prosperous in Akbar’s reign, which is looked
‘upon as the best rule in every respect, The
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Moghul Empire in his time' was smaller than
British India, and probably had not half the
population, yet the land revenue was greater.
Besides the land tax there were not less than
forty taxes of a personal character. These in-
cluded taxes upon religious assemblies, upon trees,
upon marriages, upon peasants’ hearth, upon his
cattle, etc. .

As a rule, the more civilised and advanced
a Government is, the more it
will have to realise taxes from
the people and spend them to maintain its higher

British taxation,

standard of administration, and the more improved

will be the condition of the people. But notwith-
standing the unrivalled efficiency of the British
Government, the rate of taxation in India is the
lightest, as compared with that of the other
civilised countries. ,

The gross revenue of British India in the
year 1917-18 was 1,690 millions. This, however,
gives a very erroneous idea of the actual weight
of taxation. Receipts from post and telegraphs,
railways, canals, and sale proceeds of opium
and similar other items of income which are pay-
ments by persons for value received or services
rendered, can hardly be considered taxes, while
land revenue is in fact rent paid to Government
for the use of the land. Leaving out of calcula-
tion all such receipts which amount to about
1,000 millions, nearly 700 millions constitute the
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taxes proper. This sum distributed amongst the
240 million population of British India, gives a
taxation average of about Rs. 3 per head. As com-
pared to this, the corresponding average rate of
taxation per head in other civilised countries is
given below :— ‘

Rs. a. p. ’ Rs. a. p.
(1) Germany .. 75 4 o [ (5) Great Britain 33 6 o
(2) France .+ 55 12 o | (6) Hungary .. 33 ¢ ©
(3) America .. 40 15 o | (7) Russia .. 24 14 ©
(4) Austria .. 40 12 (8) Egypt ..31 6 o

(9) Japan oRu. 1o 0 o
These figures speak for themselves, and un-
mistakably indicate that in view of this average
taxation per head, the cost of British administra-
tion of India is the cheapest, and the burden of
taxation over the people is the lightest.

To further illustrate the point, it would not
be out of place to mention here that the Govern-
ment levies no income-tax in India upon income
less than Rs. 2,000 a year, while the rate of income-
tax levied on higher income varies from Rs. 2-1-4
to Rs. 6-4-0 per cent of the income. The latter
rate is applied only to higher incomes exceeding
Rs. 25000 a year. Against this, in England
income-tax is realised at the rate of 33 per cent.
There is no civilised country in the world where
taxation per head is less than levied in India.
Under former Governments the taxes were far
heavier than at nresent. *
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We pay taxes to Government for protecting
Wy do we pay us from being plundered, cheat-
ed or murdered. The Govern-
men‘t.provides soldiers to guard us against foreign
enemies and bands of robbers, and also provides
policemen and other officers to apprehend crimi-
nals, judges and courts of justice for trials, prisons
for cS)nﬁning offenders, and in short everything
that is necessary for the peace and security of the
people. It also provides roads, schools, hospitals
and all other institutions of a civilisec’i Governi
ment. If the Government had not undertaken
the security of our person and property, we could
Pave scarcely employed half of our time in provid-
ing focd and clothing, and the other half should
have been taken up in guarding against being
robbed of them, or in working for some other
man whom we would hire to keep watch and to
fight fon: us.  This would cost us much more than
W€ pay in taxes, and yet after all it would be very
lmper.fcct protection. Thus the taxes are the hire
;);‘Cgl(‘)l;:e ‘pald’ to Government in exchange for pro-
o , fJust as any other payment is made in ex-
o Igfe (:; anything we want, Every rupee, which
the oy of a:;lymelnt. of taxes, goes to constitute
Nt wf, soldier who defends our frontier,
ot 0 guards our coasts, of the police-
e o keeps order so that you may work at
s uring the day and .sleep in peace at night.
€ same rupee also contributes to the construction
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of roads, bridges, railways and telegraphs so:
that you may travel safely and easily, and that .
your goods may be safely transmitted from one
place to another. It also defrays the expenses of.
establishing courts of justice, hospitals, schools, ete.,

which are all for our good. We cannot, in

fact, live without paying taxes. Most of the time;

labour and care of a savage is taken up in provid-
ing for his defence. He is occupied in providing
arms for his protection against those whom he is
able to fight, or in seeking hiding-places from
those who are too strong for him. The remedy
for this miserable state of things is to be found in
settled Government, whose duty is to afford
protection of person and property. The more
civilised and advanced a Government is, the more
the people will have to pay taxes, and the more
improved will be the condition of the people.
If following the custom of backward nations,
nothing be spent on roads, bridges, railways,
post and telegraphs, schools, hospitals, police,
and courts of justice, the rate of taxation will be
reduced, but who would like to live under such

conditions.
Those who are used to ascribe the alleged

. . poverty and troubles of the In-

Subjects of native . i}

States free from British ~ dian  people to overtaxation
taxation, .

generally forget that one-third of

the area and one-fourth of the population of India

comprise the native States which are governed
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by Indian rulers. The peoples of these native
btzf.tfes are free from all taxes imposed by the
Brm.sh Government, yet on comparison the
condition of the British Indian subjects will, in
no sense, be found more unfavourable or ’less

prosperous than that of the subjects of the native
States.

It is not the agriculturists, as a rule, who perish
duri . . .
_ony s Ouxt'mtgi fam'mes. With or with-
uitura 58
cult atatﬁgre{;n:;lﬁi; ! e al'd of money-lenders,
Grought they can tide over one or two
. bad years. It is the landless
agricultural labourers who are the sufferers. In
ordinary seasons they can get employment and
manage to live but if the rains fail, they cannot
get any work in the corn-fields and unless work is
pr}(])wded for them they must starve. In countries
where the labouring classes have the fewest
w
foa;;lts,t . and they are contented with the cheapest
vicis'sit Z people are exposed to the greatest
v IOWutss and miseries. They are already
oo , alt they can fall no lower, and they are
Wti{;int y moilt adversely affected by scarcity.
we re i
) a Eof the larger income earned by
ighe
by igher wages carned ur?pean workers and labourers,
b o1 we feel sorry for the low-paid
P ;ts o o;lrdgwn country. But we ignore the
an Indi ' i
et 1dian peasant has no labour bill, as
nd his family work the holdine :
rent for hi g he pays o
s cottage of sun-dried bricks and thatch
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which he himself builds and rebuilds and repairs.
With the exception of the usual low rent for the use

of the land, he has to pay no rates or taxes. For
“clothing his need is limited to a small narrow

strip of cloth for the loins. Now look at the
picture of an English farmer while actually
ploughing his field. He will be found wearing
his warm coat and pant, hat and shoes. He can
read and write, lives in a house built by masons
and carpenters and has to pay several taxes. All
these personal expenses necessitate larger income.
What in fact we crave for is that we should be
provided with all the distinctive facilities, improve-
ments and comforts of Europe, that education in
India should be free and compulsory as is the case

in Europe, that all the rules of hygiene should be

strictly followed in our towns and villages, that

India should be free from epidemics and famine,
that we should all pass a life of ease and comfort
like that of a European gentleman but under no
circumstances should we be required to pay any-
thing for any of these improvements, and that

taxes should be forthwith reduced. This is evi-
The more you sow, the more

dently impossible.
The more we wish that the

you will reap.
condition of our countrymen should improve, the

more will it be necessary for us to pay additional

taxes.
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CHAPTER XIII,
DISAPPEARANCE OF FAMINE.

A century ago neither the Government nor the
In old times amine P€OPle thought that it was pos<

wasregarded asa visi-  gible to deal with a great Indian -

tation from God. ;
famine. Famine was regarded.

not as a problem of administration, but as a visi
tation of God, utterly beyond the control of man.

Before British rule the country was without

metalled roads and railways. Goods were conveyed
by pack oxen or rude carts. Carriage by pack
oxen was exceedingly expensive, and even by
cart it was high. When famine prevailed over a-

wide range, pack oxen and carts became almost

useless as oxen required water and fodder which
was not available in famine stricken districts, and
th'e transport difficulties were insuperable. There
mxght.be abundance of food in other provinces,
but without roads and railways it -could not be
conveyed to the famine regions. The death-rate
Was consequently terrible and large tracts of the
country often lay desolate for years. The people
in t.hOS? da}rs traced their sufferings to fate or to
their SINS In a former birth and were resigned.
But things are changed now, and our educated
young men are under fo circumstances inclined

t
0 blame themselyes or the natural conditions of -

their country, but find it easier and more con-

venient to lily all the misfortunes at the door of
the British Government,
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An Indian Editor has gone so far as to say

that railways have. been the

F . - N . . ver_
trap:;n;?{l}tlheﬁ«e;g';: principal cause of the impover-

. ings to fate, now they ishment of the Indian pedple.‘.

lay them at the door : : -
of the British Govern- Many ignorant persons still per

- sist in thinking that the intensity

i i ia are
and frequent recurrence of famines 1n Indi

due to the poverty caused by heavy Jtaxatlon.
This is on the face of it a misleading I'IOthIl-. On
the one hand there is hardly any truth in the
statement that India is poorer now then before—
the truth lies the other way, and as a matter of
fact India is undoubtedly wealthier a.nd more
Prosperous now than before, as i_s showr} in det'all
in another chapter. Then aga1'n the imputation )
that India is now heavily taxed is absolutely un-
founded. Facts and figures have been quoted/_"
in another chapter to show that the rzjtte of assess’:y
ment on the produce of the land is now Ve’as
low, and that taxation in India is the lightest
compared with other countries. . fell.
Everybody is conversant with the %

. .is a
known truth that famine

Heavy taxation has ) . . jltural
Dothing 1o do with calamity peculiar to agric

famj . .. fely an
ee countries. India 1s puy y

nd
and the peasan Sl t?on
populati

icrops, or
-n-fields
deper

agricultural country,
villagers who constitute the bulk of the
mostly depend upon the yield of their />
earn their living by labouring in the col

The crops in their turn almost entirelv
/
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upon r i i i i
a[t) » egular and.tlmely rainfall, If rains set in
i ﬁ' proper time, millions are employed in
ughin i i i
ainng;w'g, weeding, reaping, thrashing and
o arelmg.. If, however, rains altogether fai,
o ate i coming, the earth does not yield
o a, Irlo clrops are reared, and there is no demand
Consg lsu t\l,lral labour.  The agricultural labourers
anym?n entysufff:r most. If high taxation had
taxationg to do with famines, the regions, where
roon was the lightest, and the zamindars
fam'p us, should have been exempt from
me, 1
€. But such is not actyal] th P
of Bengal, Unj - Y e case. Far
. , 'mted Provinces, and Madras, have
o enjoying the advantages of permanent
ement for more than a centu

standing the immense increase
of the land,

Su

ry. Notwith-
in the produce
Bt the land-holders, in terms of the
ent, pay land revenue to the Government

a :

ye'tl}-le same ezsy rate which was fixed a hundred
‘rsS ago, an

ier 50 as a consequence they are wealth-

and more pr
. osper 4 \
in Oter prosperous than their confréves

also 1 parts of the country. Yet these parts
ave been subject

faming to frequent severe
'Gove?xfing the famines of 1873 and 1897, the
on thelem had to spend a hundred millions

strickenethef of the population of the famine
ti spent (.\??‘S under permanent settlement, while
ven.”t, . wing the same famines less than one-
the B. > above amount on the relief works
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in those parts of Bombay and Madras which
were not permanently settled. As more than
75 per cent of the Indian population lives on agri-
culture, failure of rain proves a public calamity.
There have been famines in India from the
Famines are trace- earliest times. But as we have
able in every period of 110 regular history of the an-
: cient times, details of those
famines have not come down to us. We only
briefly know that when a dreadful famine raged
in any part of India, men ate their own kind, and
in the intensity of hunger, parents were driven to
the extremity of eating their children, that
millions of lives were lost, whole districts were
entirely depopulated and turned into wilderness:
inhabited only by wild beasts. The Mahabhargta,}
describes a famine of ‘welve years duratiow-
Such was the scarcity of food that the famous
Rishi Visvamitra, to prevent death from starﬁ%-
tion, had to steal at night dog’s flesh from ..
hut of a chandala, which he ate, after previ‘gink
offering a portion to the gods. An equally
ful tale is handed down about another ren
Rishi Vamdeo who in extreme destitutig)]
to cook and eat the entrails of a dqg.ﬂ
stories belong to, India’s pre-historic

. "

The well-known historian, Abdul Kadir U(tia‘:}r:is
thus describes what he saw himself :~ ¢ ©* &
red mm W

time (1556 A.D.) a dreadful famine ren( b
Eastern provinces. The author w‘q"'n
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eyes witnessed the fact that men ate their own
kind, and the appearance of the famished sufferers
was so hideous that we could scarcely look upon
thein. What with the scarcity of rain, the famine
and the desolation, and what with uninterrupted
warfare for two years, the whole country was
a desert, and no hLusbandman remained to till
the ground.” ' A
Referring to this very famine Abul Fazl
writes :—
*“ At this time there was a great scarcity in
Hindustan. In some districts, and specially in
\  the province of Delhi, it reached a most alarming
height. If men ‘could find money, they could
~\ -not get sight of corn. Men were driven to the
\extremity of eating each other, and some formed
Mhemselves into parties to carry off live indivi-
qyuals for their food.
=\ In the year 13596, during the reign of Akbar,
o ich is ufxiversally looked upon as one of the most
&,}‘ Py periods of Indian history, another dreadful
B bS ne ravaged the whole country for three or
& ears, when food was not available, and the
‘o and streets were strewn over with dead.
Dutch traveller hag written that in the
Y€2 & 31 the roads of the Surat city were block-
ed h_‘b}ith heaps of dead bodies as there was
£ "OB€ ““er to bury or burp them, that few living
ver, “oBS Yae in sight, and that no less than thirty
the b dPrished in the single city of Surat.
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- Manochi, an Italian traveller, writes that

~ during the two years of drought 1702 and 1704

‘more than two million people perished in the

:Deccan, Parents were driven to sell their chl'ldren
" at eight annas, and sometimes at four annas

-each, but buyers could not be fc?und!, and .sg;
‘they died of starvation. The famme' in Bfanga
in which at Jeast one-third of the inhabitants
perished is thus described : «All through .the
stifling summer of 1770 the people went on dy_mg.
‘The husbandmen sold their cattle, they sold t::_e}r
implements of agriculture, they devourﬁd t fllxl-
seed grain, they sold their sons and daug tferzn d1 |
at length no buyer of children could be fo ! Oé
they ate the leaves of trees and tl*fe gras 2

the ﬁeld, and in June 1770, the Res1den.t at the
Durbar affirmed that the living were feeding .ugos
the dead. Day and night a torrent of .famls g

and disease-stricken wretches Poured into the
~§reatv cifies, At an early period of the year
pestil,en‘ce had broken out. The streets dw.er;e
blocked up with promiscuous heaps of t_hf: , yu;ﬁ
and the dead. Interment could not do its woh_

A e dogs and jackals, the
East, became unable to
Ititude

quick enough; even }t;h
i f the

public scavengers ot . une

accomplish their revolting work, and th -

-of mangled and fostering cOrpses

‘threatened the existence of the citizens. e
In the famine of 1838, 800,000 perish

-Agra, out of the total population of 15% millions.



160

Ever since the commencement of the British
Reliof measures oy Tule famine has been recognised
adopted by the Govern-  as one of the most difficult prob-
ment lems with which the Indian
Administration has to deal. The attitude of the
Government in dealing with famines has been un-
doubtedly most sympathetic with the people ; and
to adopt all possible measures in order to save
the lives of the famine stricken people, and to
relieve their distress have been recognised the
most important duty of the State. To guard
against the ravages of famine, the British Govern-
ment has undertaken permanent measures on a
large scale. A department has been established
known as the ‘ Meteorological Department”
which makes periodical reports about the rainfall
and other atmospheric conditions, which afford
a fair guide as to whether it is likely to be a year
of drought or unseasonable weather, thus giving
timely warning upon which relief works are at
once opened in any area of apprehended famine.
The Government, moreover, now receives weekly
reports of the conditions of the standing crops,
and statements of the market rates of food grains.
In each district a well-arranged programme of
relief works is always kept ready, and relief
circles of proper dimensions determined before-
hand. Sufficient supply of tools, spades, hoes,
pigk-axes and baskets are kept in stock. In short,
the Government have organised the system of
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famine relief in a scientific way. A famine code
has been drawn up for the guidance of officials.
Details of transports are all carefully worked out,

. so that help may be sent to an afflicted district

as quickly as possible. Special officers are trained
in relief work, so that the plans of Government
may work smoothly. The relief programme is
kept so complete in all details that on the receipt
of a telegram from headquarters, every man is
at his post and knows what to do like Well-'
drilled sailors on a sinking ship.
As soon as famine breaks out, relief works
Various kinds of Aare undertaken. Every one,
relief. who is strong enough, is provid
ed with work and can earn a living, and care is
taken to explain to the people that there is nc
disgrace in doing this kind of work. The work
Is usually of a public nature, such as making
of roads, canals or embankments. The Govern
ment officers are constantly on tour in the
villages, and compile lists of such sufferers as are
unable to work for themselves and they are
afforded gratuitous relief. The Government remits
altogether, or partially as circumstances require,
the taxes payable by the famished. Loans are
granted on easy terms, and grants of money,
repayable over a series of years, are made to
districts for replanting and restocking farms.
Realisation of land revenue is suspended, and in
special cases altogether remitted, poor-houses are
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opened in or near towns and cooked food is
provided to the poor, the sick and the needy.
Milk is provided for infants who are deprived of

their mothers’ milk. It has been found that when.

distress is severe, children are neglected by their
parents, even when the latter are given special
allowances of food for them. Special precautions
have, therefore, to be taken to protect them and
children’s “relief kitchens” are opened under
official supervision. The crowding together of
many thousands in working camps isa serious
matter, from the point of view of public health.
Elaborate arrangements have to be made for
sanitation, and good drinking water has to
be supplied. Even with all such precautions,
epidemics of cholera sometimes break out. In the
year 1900, cholera broke out in a district in
Guzerat, and thousands perished in the course of
three days. All the camp servants fled away and
the whole camp was deserted.  Only a few English
officers remained on the scene to attend and nurse
the sick, and to burn or bury the dead bodies.

As a safeguard against fever, quinine is
distributed free in all relief camps during the
months of September and October. The suscep-
tibilities of the people are respected, and poor
persons belonging to respectable families, and
purda women are allowed to stay at their homes
and are given cash allowances to support them.
Professional beggars and habitual wanderers are
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provided food and clothing in the poor-houses
built for this purpose, and no effort is spared to
save the lives of the people. When distress is
acute, the Government allow public subscriptions

‘to be raised in India, England and elsewhere.

During the famine of 1897, for example, a relief
fund was opened by the Lord" Mayor of London,
after consultation with the Government of India.
Within twenty-four hours from the time the Lord
Mayor made his appeal, about four million rupees
were given to help the suffering Indian peasants.
Altogether far more than 15 millions was sent
from England to buy food and comforts for the
sick and the poor, subscribed by all classes of the
British public.
We generally regard famine and scarcity as
Famine to be diin. ON€ and the same thing. In
guished from scarcity.  reality this is not so. By famine
we mean the calamity when food grains are abso-
lutely unavailable in certain areas for lack of rains,
as was the case in old times, and millions perished
of hunger and starvation. In times of scarcity,
however, food grains are not entirely inaccessible,
but the prices rule high. Famine in its proper
sense is now no longer possible in India, as roads,
railways and extensive irrigation works have
proved to be the most effective means of saving
life. India is a vast continent, and failure of
crops due to lack of rains never afflicts the whole
of India at the same time. Prosperous provinces,
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therefore, arc able to spare their surplus food for
their suffering brethren in another part of the
country, and the railways in a very short time
transmit food from prosperous areas to famine
stricken districts.  Since the produce of one pro-
vince is, in such cases, also shared by another, the
increased demand for food and the transit expenses
naturally raise the prices, but the afflicted districts
are saved from starvation. With the aid of the
telegraph, the trades people know the prevailing
prices in every part of the country, and they
arrange the transport of food grains to famine
areas, from the quarter where larger produce
renders the rates easier.

The famine that occurred in Orissa in the
 Eutent of - famine years 1865—67 affected 474 mil-
direetly provided 1;2;1. peoples, an(! tbe G'oveirr.lment

tef to 233 million individuals
at a cost of ten millions; and if the indirect
assistance accorded by the British Government in
fhe shape of the remission of land revenue be
included, the cost of the relief amounted to 15
millions,

' The Rajputana famine of 1868 affected 40
millions of its population. Hundreds of thousands
fled from the native States to British territory,
where the Government had to spend five millions
to support them, and distributed Rs. 7,00,000
as gratuitous relief to the helpless and disabled
sufferers.
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The famine stricken area of Behar in the

year 1873-74 had a population of 25 millions.
The Government sanctioned 62} million rupees

for relief works, with the result that there was no

loss of life.

The famine which originally broke out in
southern India in the year 1876—~78 and subse-
quently spread to the Central Provinces, the
United Provinces and the Punjab, affected am
area of 2,50,000 square miles with a population
of 60 millions.

This famine was accompanied by the addi-
tional calamity of universal fever, which enhanced
the number of annual deaths in India by more
than five millions. The relief provided by the
Government on this occasion cost 184 million
rupees, which included contributions by England
and British Colonies to the extent of eight
millions and a half.

In the year 1896-97 portions of Behar, the
Central Provinces, the United Provinces, and the
Punjab, with a population of 623 millions suffer-
ed from famine. The Government provided
relief at a cost of 724 million rupees in cash,’
remitted land revenue to the extent of 12}
millions, and advanced 174 millions to the
cultivators. The total cost of relief included
Rs. 1,25,00,000 subscribed by the people of

England.
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The difficulties of the administration of relief
,-nPfgg'ia;dmf;;gﬁ‘;l&ifﬁ work's in famine times are not
i the administrati rc.stlr;;cted merely to their un-

. wie magnitude, in-
habitants of India clif?er ami(:)ncrstdfhemrls‘:liesl?n
cas.te:, in habits, in customs, in l;nguage and in
rehglor.l. The same language cannot l;e under-
stoqd in all parts of the same province. Then
again thousands prefer starvation to residin in
a relief camp or touch the food which the gcon—
sider as unclean, unclean by itself or cook);d b
unclean hands, Persons belonging to one caste d())’
not consent to eat with people of other castes. A
r\;f(e;};j;g;f(:) t;mporarry establishment of officials is
s ima:lnage and control thousands of such

3 ates of each relief camp. The
raiiways transport to the affected areas in a ver
short time millions of maunds of food ra'ﬂ}sr
from prosperous districts. It was ; %I ;
the absence of railways to im en one-tenth
of the grain in the affli p'ort'even oy
e g " a 1ct.ed district, particularly

pack animals which required water and
fodc‘ier CO.Uld not be taken to such areas. During
fa.mme times all Government officers from the
Viceroy down to the district officer are constantly
on t.our to remain in touch with the real state of
affairs, and neither cholera, nor plague nor any
other epidemic can stand in the way of these
official tours. ’
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As it is beyond human control to regulate
Pc?rmanen.t safeguards the ra]nfa“’ whatever steps the
against famine. Government may take to miti-

. gate famine, it is inevitable that famines- will

occur from time to time. The Government of
India, therefore, now maintains a famine insurance
fund in which 15 million rupees are kept year
by year. This sum is annually provided in the
budget estimates. In years of famine, money is
drawn from this fund for the relief of the sufferers.
portions of this fund are
spent on preventive measures such as irrigation
works, feeder railways, and other public works.
Thus, on the one hand, the Meteorological
Department reports every day the state of the
weather at important stations all over the country,
‘and forecasts of the probable monsoons are
furnished, and warned in time by unfavourable
weather symptoms, all export of grain is stopped
as a precaution ; on the other hand, railways,
canals, steamers, and public subscriptions sub-
stantially aid the Government in bringing down
death-rate in famines to a minimum. A hundred
years ago neither the people nor the Government
ever thought that it was possible to cope with
famine. Now Indian commerce has progressed
with leaps and bounds under British rule, and all
big markets of the world being open for Indian
goods, the prices of the Indian products have
considerably increased, which has immensely

In prosperous times,
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benefited the zamindars and cultivators of this
country and has led to an increase in the daily
wages of coolies and labourers. That is the
reason of the entire absence of the clamorous
complaints of hard times which we so often
heard some years ago when wheat was sold at 10
seers a rupee, whileit now sells at 5 or 6 seers a
rupee, yet the death-rate is lower and private and
menial servants are not easily available now.
In ancient times millions perished every year
 Tncraase of popuia- on account of constant wars,
: ' famines and epidemics and the
population of India consequently never grew
beyond a certain extent. The census records,
however, now prove that Indian population has
of late been increasing at the rate of two millions
every year. This obviously shows that our power
of resisting scarcity, diseases and other calamities
has now considerably increased.
In times of scarcity the Government try to
Remedial e, regulate the sale and storage of
?fi‘iiidt?iﬁf?:i'“.‘?e"‘ food grains to check excessive
tion. U profiteering, Recently Govern-
ment made a rule to the effect
that no grain dealer or land-holder should store
more than a prescribed quantity of food grains,
and they were not allowed to purchase or store,
or sell, ‘or export more grain without the previ-
ous permission of the authorities. But all such
rules were useless, unless the people themselves
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'
co-operated with the Government and assisted them
by furnishing correct information. It is a well-
known fact that to avoid the consequences of the

_above rule, all those who had large stores of grain

distributed it oz paper amongst their relatives and
friends, and in their account-books showed a num-
ber of owners of the same stock, thus to all
appearance allotting only the prescribed quantity
to each supposed owner !

The wealthy bankers and
instead of investing their capital on works of
public utility, ordinarily employ it in purchasing
large stores of grain and then keep it locked, and
sell it at a time most favourable to themselves at
self-dictated rates. In the month of July 1919
I happened to visit Shamli, a place in the -neigh-
bourhood of Banat, my native village In the
Muzaffarnagar district. I found that the bankers
and wealthy shopkeepers were actually advancing
money to the cultivators to sell all the produce of
their land to them at the forthcoming harvest
time, at the rate of six seers and three chhataks
(124 1bs.) per rupee although wheat now ordinarily
sells at about seven seers per rupee at the harvest
time. This is not all. The Indian capitalist is
not content with the usual rate of interest—six or
even eight per cent per annum. They aim at a
much higher rate of profit on their capital and,
therefore, they all combine and raise the price of
food grains. When the capitalists are actuated

grain dealers,
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by such selfish motives and the leading persons of
the locality, instead of using their personal in-
fluence or persuading public opinion in the interest
of the public, only encourage, by their silence, the
grain dealers and bankers in their oppressive
dealings, and do not assist the authorities by
(':ommunicating to them the real state of affairs, it
is very difficult for the Government to ease the
situation.

The last »abs crops yielded a good harvest
of wheat. The rainfall has been sufficient during
the current monsoon season, and the £Zarzf pros-
pects are good, and all export of grain has been
stopped, yet with all this, in August 1919 wheat
sold at 4% seers a rupee in the town of Bijnor.
These high rates can be cured neither by copious
:f‘an?fall nor by the Government. This is a self-
inflicted calamity which can be cured only by the
p;aoiles themsc.alves. But the difficulty is that many
L g e

: can impart correct informa-
tion about the improper storage of grain by the
bankers and dealers are ordinarily themselves
sha}‘eholders in the transaction and expect to fill
their own pockets with gold thereby.

. By these comments we do not mean to com-
plain of 1'.1igh prices, because, according to our
young patriots, the profit money thus raised remains
in our own country. What we mean is simply
to point out that if the people are put to any
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inconvenience by this system of storing grain by
Indian capitalists, that inconvenience should in
all fairness be ascribed to our own countrymen.

. When our fellow countrymen are benefited by

it is not just to lay the blame of high

this system,
t the door of

prices and the dearness of grain a
the Government.

CHAPTER XIV.

HEALTH PROMOTED.

The problems of improving the health and
Registration of deaths sanitation of India was not re-
and their causes. garded as a matter requiring
systematic organisation in the old days. The
former rulers made no attempt whatsoever to ascer-
tain the facts relating to death and disease over
the country. A perfect system of sanitation can
be established only when we know the period when
certain diseases appear, the death-rate due thereto,
and the means of prevention. To ascertain the
real state of affairs a system has been introduced
under which we are obliged to register births as
well as deaths and their causes. If births fall
below the proper number, it shows that the people
are not prosperous, when deaths are more numer-
ous than they ought to be, enquiry is made into
the cause. The statistical information, so made
available, further, enables us to know what are the
local diseases, and the percentage of the popula-
tion suffering from them with fatal effects, and once
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the true causes are known, it does not take long
for modern science to find out the means to check
thf.:m. The Government has employed highly
paid; trained experts for research work in order to
ﬁnd out the causes of epidemics and other prevail-
ing diseascs, and to recommend preventive
measures. These professional experts regularly
submit to the Government the result of their
enquiries and research with useful proposals for the
guidance of the sanitation department which now
.forn.]s a regular and well organised Government
wstitution.  Religious and other prejudices, how-
ever, have so far stood in the way of improving the
health and sanitation of India. Speaking generally
the people are almost totally ignorant of the laws
of he'alth 'and for the most part ignore sanitation.
g);lilepli:;lfs Li)rflilsolera, for example, thgy willrl‘lot
ss compelled by officials. The

poorest classes all sleep on the ground and would
not buy'a‘ cot or bedstead at the cost of alittle extra
spectful to gods.  Sanitary

measures are resented and disobeyed, and riots have
occurred as the result of an attempt to clean the
hf)uses and huts in plague-infected districts.  Reli-
gl‘OUS and ceremonial cleanliness goes side by side
with a reckless disregard for health. For example,
the Hindu will drink with eager reverence
from the sacred river Ganges in which hundreds

of thousands of human beings are then actually.
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bathing, and into which corpses are freely thrown.
The high caste man who will not even touch the
glass out of which the Viceroy has drunk, will squat
in the road and scoop up with a tuft of straw the

" mud or dust of the public street with all its un-

nameable impurities and clean his /e (dr-ink‘ing
utensil) with the foul compourid.
Popular apathy to sanitary improvements is,
Sanitary measures however, now slo.wly giving way
and consequent de-  tO recognition of its advantages.
crease of mortalty. In the country the management
of sanitation is vested in village and district autho-
rities, constituted on a popular basis and repre-
senting publicopinion. Slowly but surely sane ideas
as to waterdrainage and public health are spreading
among the peasant classes, thanks to the untiring
efforts of the British officials throughout the land.
‘The establish ment of municipalities under the
Local Self-Government Act of 1883 has advanced
sanitation in towns. Most of the towns now have
a good water-supply and proper drains. The dis-
infection of wells, the supply of filtered water
and the construction of water-works have greatly
aided in driving out local diseases. All the streets
and lanes are swept and cleaned, and all the drains
flushed daily in every town, and the sweepings and
the night-soil conveyed far away from the town
and buried. These and other measures like these
have greatly reduced the death-rate from cholera,
dysentery and fever. Constant improvements are
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being carried out in the matter of housing, and
special officers are detailed for work in fighting
epidemics of cholera, plague, and small-pox.
Plague hospitals exist everywhere and the medical
staff labour unceasingly to check its spread and
to do what is possible for the sick. Some remark-
able results have been attained, for example, the
disease has almost been stamped out of the
Punjab. The mortality from plague which in
1915 reached the enormous total of 2,42,000 fell
1N 1916 to 4,141,

The large towns of Bombay and Calcutta
have Improvement Trusts, bodies authorised to
acquire compulsorily congested areas from Indian
landlords and sweep away crowded and insanitary
quarters. A mere glance at the health statistics,
past and present, of larger towns like Calcutta,
Bombay, Madras and Rangoon will clearly show
the result. of modern hygiene, the public health
there be{ng decidedly better and the death-rate
comparatively low.

. The country is guarded against the introduc-
tion of disease from abroad by the institution of
port health officers under the supervision of
doctors who examinc passengers and the seamen
and incoming vesscls, and gencrally control the
health of the port.

[n every province Sanitary Boards, presided
over by a Sanitary Commissioner, control the
work of the Sanitary officers.
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Before the Crown assumed the government
in 1858, much had been done to-
provide medical institutions for
the relief of the Indians, but it is in the last half

Medical relief.

‘ century that progress has been most remarkable.

In 1857 there were 142 civil hospitals and dispen-
saries at which 6,7 1,000 people-were treated during-
the year. There were in the year 1917 some
4,638 hospitals and dispensaries maintained or
assisted by the State at which 44 million
persons are annually treated, of which almost a.
million are treated as in-patients who are allowed
free board, lodging and medicines, and who are
nursed by the hospital servants. There are:
besides 1,000 private institutions, and about
goo special hospitals are maintained by the State
for soldiers and the police, and by the -railway
companies for their servants. The number of
Indian practitioners qualified in modern surgery
and medicine is now more than twenty times as.
large as it was in 1857. The surgical work has
been specially appreciated by the people and has.
their entire confidence, more than a million and
a half operations are performed every year. One
officer in the Punjab in a year did more than 1,700

operations for cataract, a common €ye disease 1n

India.
To the medical needs of the women of [ndia

Medical relief for the Government has in late years
women. given much attention. This has
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always been a difficult subject owing to the purda
custom. Women of high caste could not attend
hospitals or dispensaries or be treated by male
doctors.  Many women’s hospitals now exist, and
at general dispensaries arrangements are made for
their privacy.

Much has been done to encourage the train-
ing of women doctors and their assistants, and
for the training of Indian midwives. There
are now about 200 hospitals, wards and
dispensaries providing medical relief to about two
million women and children. At Delhi has been
built a medical college for women, known as the
Lady Hardinge Medical College. To it is joined
a hospital with 168 beds and a training school
for nurses.

Indian women are now gradually realising
that they could be greatly relieved, if properly
at'tended to and nursed by qualified and trained
midwives, of the extreme pain and suffering to
wh.ich they were liable at child-birth in the h?mds
of ignorant and foolish daZs, and the women of
poorer classes now generally avail themselves of

female hospitals in maternity cases. | had an
occasion of personally watching a case of mater-

nity after child-birth, in the Victoria Hospital at
Delhi.  Not only was the poor woman grateful
for comparatively easy delivery, but she was
nursed day and night by white nurses, and the
infant, dressed in spotless white linen, was the
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object of the affectionate attention of the nurses
who attended on him by turns. The whole

ward appeared to me a region of.a dream.
The selfless affection and sincerity with which

" the Lady Doctor, her assistants and nurses attend-

ed to all classes of patients appeared to me a
thing unknown in our country. o
Special hospitals have been instituted for the
) , treatment of particular serious
Special hospitals . .
diseases such as hydrophobia,
]e,prosy; lunacy, consumption and tuberculosis, in
which thousands of Indian sufferers are treated
every year. In the case of some of these hospitals,
the railway fase and the living expenses of poor
patients during treatment are provided by Govern-
ment.
 From early years of British connection with
_ ‘ India, and before England had
Medical edacation. .. . .
any political authority in the
country, efforts were made to introduce Western
medical science. Medical Colleges have since
been established at Bombay, Madras, Calcutta,
Lahore and Lucknow, in which more than 2,000
students are under training to prepare themselves
for the medical service of their country. They
furnish yearly a growing number of graduates
whose valuable services are now being gradually
appreciated all over India. They do duty at hos-
pitals and dispensaries and a very large number of
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practice. Besides these colleges there are 17
medical schools situated in different important
towns ?f .India in which 3,000 Indian students
are under instruction and training. These schools
too a.npually supply a large number of certificated
practitioners.

Medical experts have invented very useful
 New surgical fostrus surgical instruments which help

. (to a great extent in mitigating

pain and alleviating human sufferings. The
miracles of X-ray apparatus are now well known.
By means of this apparatus the surgeon is able to
examine the skeleton of a living person and
actually see if any bone has broke?f or dislocated,
or any bullet or a piece of it is lodged in any part of
the bOdY. There are fine instruglents in existence
now which can in a moment cure diseases, which
were formerly considered incurable. |

Cataract is a common eye disease in India,
e?fe.SIght is one of the rarest
. d'lvme gifts,.and Fhousands of

ins who annually lose their eyesight by con-
tracting this disease, practically lose :H happiness
of- their life. Formerly the disease was treate
with eye powders. llliterate and ignorant men
operated upon the eye with locally made coarse in-
struments, and success was for evident reasons
only rare. Now trained and experienced surgeons
within a few seconds cure the patients of blind-
ness, while the patient remains absolutely ignorant

Treatment, of cataract.
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of the operation till it is over and he begins to
see. A few drops of a liquid are poured into the
eye just before the operation, which dulls the eye-
ball and the patient does not at all feel the stroke

of the lancet.
As mentioned before a surgeon in the Punjab
uccessful cataract operations in

performed 1,700 S
g, but it can be

one year. What a great blessin
appreciated only by those who know by experience
how life is rendered miserable when a man loses
his eyesight.
Small-pox is one of the most loathsome and
Deathorate  from dangerous dlseases_. It was 50
small-pox considerably  comion and fatal in India that
decreased. .
in some parts of the country
¢ A mother can never say she
d small-pox.” Vaccination

¢ favour, but it is now

there isa proverb ¢
has a son till he has ha
had to fight to gain publi
general. The earliest year for which accurate
information is available is 1877 In that year
40,27,000 persons Wwere successfully vaccinated.
Since then the numbers have increased. About
hildren are now yearly vaccinated,
and it is rare to see one of them disfigured by
In all provinces there has been a
valence and the severity

ten million ¢

small-pox.
clear dimirution in the pre
of the disease.
Inoculations against €
culosis are also available for t
utilised more and more each year.

holera, plague and tuber-
he people and are
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The Government annually spends a milliort
and a half on vaccination operators.
Chloroform  descrves to be regarded as
Invention of chlore- a 11'111‘21(316 of tht‘, 1]”1ediC31
form. science.

It is a liquid the inhaling of the vapours of
which renders the patient unconscious, and any
surgical operation can be performed on a chloro-
formed patient.  Any portion of the body may
be ripped open, any bone may be cut off, mended
or replaced, any picce of the flesh severed from
the body, without giving the slightest pain to the
person operated upon. In respect of the virtue
of relieving patients of a good deal of pain and
suffering, few blessings can compare with chloro-
form.

In India the most fatal of all discases is
_Distribution of qui- malaria.  To cope with this the
nine. Government  introduced — from
South Afncriczl the Cinchona tree from the bark
of which s obtained quinine, which has proved
an cffective remedy for malaria and many other
kinds of fever.  The Government gets it manu-
factured under official supervision, and it is distri-
buted to the peeple at a nominal cost through
Fh? post offices.  Sometimes and in some districts
It is given away to any who apply for it at the
dispensaries, and children can obtain it at schools
free.
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CHAPTER XV:

THE EXTENDED SHARE NOW ENJCYED BY .
THE INDIANS IN THE ADMINISTRATION
OF THE COUNTRY.

As is well known, Indian Princes rule over.
X one-third of the whole area of
One-third area of . L. .
{;;glie:‘uled by Indiaa India and 'W.lth a populatlo.n'of
B about So millions. The British
Government has no hand in the internal adminis-
tration of these native States
At the census of - British India it was found
Proportion of Eng- that three 1.nillion persons were
lishimen and the Indians  in the service of the Govern-
b Public Services ment in all its departments
of administration, and in 19o4 it was discovered
that 28,280 Government posts carried a salary
of Rs. 75 per month and upwards. Englishmen
are seldom appointed to posts with salary of less
than Rs. 75 per month, all such appointments
being usually held by the Indians. Of the 28,280
higher posts, less than 6,500 were held by English-
men, who were either brought from abroad or
recruited in this country, to administer the affairs
of 230 million peoples. The Indians held the
remaining 21,800 posts, and we all know it as a
fact that the number of Englishmen in the various
services of the Government has been gradually
decreasing, and that of Indians increasing, during
the past twenty years, More recent figures are
not available, but it can be affirmed without fear
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of contradiction that the number of English'

officers in India is certainly much less now than
it was before.

To what extent our rulers have steadily
Large number of 1n- associated us with the adminis-
d.lms in other services.  tration of our country may be
Judged from the fact that 70 years ago there
was no Indian on the Bench of any supreme
or Chief Court, or in the Legislative Council, or
in the Civil Service, whereas there is not a judi-
cial tribunal in India, high or low, where we have
not had our share of representation on the Bench.
Some of the most eminent Judges of the High
Courts of Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, Allahabad
and Patna have been Indians. Out of a total
nun?ber of 46 High Court Judges, twenty were
Indians. The Chief Courts of Lahore and Ran-
goon have Indians on their Benches, nor are the
(,our.ts of Judicial Commissioners in the Central
Provmc'es and Oudh without Indjan elements.
An Indian was appointed in the year 1919 tO the
post (?f the Under-Secretary of State for India,
and in the Ccuncil of the Secretary of State
three Indians of fame now hold their seats.
Since the Publication of the second edition of this
book, a d1§tinguished Indian, who was raised to
a peerage in England, has recently been appoint-
ed as Governor of a Province in India, the high-
est post of trust in this country besides that
of the Viceroy and Governor-General of India.
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In the Viceroy’s Executive Council, which
governs India, there are three Indian gentlemen
of great eminence in charge of the Revenue,
Education and Legislative Departments.  These
three Indian gentlemen now form part of the
Government of India. Each of the Executive
Councils of Bengal, Bombay, Madras and Bihar
has an Indian member to participate in the
ad ministration of the Province. '

The Imperial as well as all the Provincial
Legislative Councils largely consist of elected
(non-official) Indian members, who invariably
constitute the majority in all the Provincial
Legislative Councils.

The superior officers of the Civil administra-
tion are drawn chiefly from the Civil Service of
India. This service now consists of 1,319 per-
sons, of whom more than seventy are Indians,
and this number is steadily increasing.

A memorandum on the results of Indian
Administration presented to Parliament in 1909
says: * The Provincial Civil Service in 1908
comprised 2,263 Subordinate Judges and Magis-
tracies. Of these 2,067 were natives of India,
and of the remaining 196, the greater number
were Furasians or domiciled Europeans. With
the development of the country, the administra-
tive staff has greatly increased. These new posts
have fallen in the great majority of cases to in-
habitants of the country. Except in the highest
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}tl)ranc;]cs of control, the proportion of Kuropeans
bds een rleduccd until  their numbers have
ecome  relatively  insjoni Thi
sic .. . o
b e et gf Ah‘t;mﬁc mt.  This change
e gely brought about by a rule adopted
1/9 that appomtments made in India, carrying
a sal " Rs ¢
. lry of Rs. 200 »dnd upwards should ordinarily
b r(,SCIVCd. for natives of the country, and
‘ at nfo appomtment might be made in contraven-
1 2 ‘1 i
Eon of the rule without special sanction.  While
uropeans have ;
Ost‘pedns have thus been excluded from all
Iland.:s c‘\lccl)t those specially reserved to them,
N ians lve been admitted to a very considerable
share in higher offices. They manage by far the
reater pa > i ‘ ( ‘
%ranvcchr er; of the business connected with all
interestﬁs'o 1 revenu? and with the multifarious
e Ofs IE and, . They dispose of the greater
tfl)] of the magisterial work. The duties of
o .
the :11\;1 courts, excepting the courts of appeal,
nglo:Gt] entllrely entrusted to Indian Judges.”
esides the tw ief bre . Civi
Servie : o chief branches of the Civil
- 1ere 15 a subordinate service in each
province. This is i e s
o 15 1s entirely Indian.  As it is in
¢ Civil Service, so itis in all th i i
The €¢, SO itis in a the Indian services.
Med ‘prcr.mer medical service is the Indian
edical Service. This has al
the Indians w1 S ways been open to
s and it has i
membere. . Thor now about 3oo Indian
. re 1s no post in the higher or In
the Provincial Enej i ;

e peovinci: ngineering Services to which
CO“e”eSrmte from the Indian Engineering
S may n i imi [

I y not rise.  Similarly Indians of
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learning, ability, and academic distinction can-
not be shut out of any office in the Imperial or
Provincial Educational Services. Many Indians
have recently been appointed in the Indian
Educational Service, the highest branch of the
Education Department in India.

Indian barristers and advocates now consti-
tute the majority in the legal profession, and
some Indian barristers are known to have refused
the Judgeship of the High Court, as they were
earning more money through their legal practice.

The armed forces of India consist of one-
third Englishmen and two-thirds Indians, WhiIe
in the Police, the District and Municipal Boards
almost all the employés are Indians. :

To prepare the Indians for self-government,
District, Local and Municipal

ment, Boards were introduced since
1871. Before the mutiny, local committees
existed in some districts, and in some parts of
India, the town panchayats still survived. But
these bodies were consultative only. Since 1860
a comprehensive system of Municipal Govern-
ment has been created. In 1883 Lord Ripon’s
Government passed the Local Self-Government
Act which established Municipalities in all towns,
and Boards in the districts. By this Act and later
legislation the management of all such questions
as drainage, water-supply, lighting, road construc-
tion and repair, trade licensing, buildings and

Local self-govern-
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town planning are now in the hands of the people:

through their elected representatives
I'he functions of the Municipal, District and

Loc: : imi
Mma-l 'BO;II‘dS are similar, but the activities of the:
o licipa Boards are restricted to towns, while
i
strict and Local Boards are concerned with all

; ..
mprovements pertaining to rural areas

e Ve[;l?e duties of the District and Local Boards.
revenurloufs. They are called upon to spend their’
es for the construction and improvement of

roads i i
¢ s bndges, hospltals, vaccination drainage
, ’

K:Ltlfs:(:ssupgl)lgé prubnl'c}ry education, markets, and rest-
their control Pu’ ic roads- of the district are under
oo ntrol and are kept in order by them. The
| Il;age of the district is Fonstantly looked after

y Inspectors, whose duty it is to report anything’

wron istri
g to the District Board. The existence of

anv i ] ) L.
1Oc)ardu;fectlous disease within the district or the
ocal & rtzjhmust be n‘otlﬁed to the District or Local

» Whose duty it is to see that prcper precau--

tions a
re taken to prevent the discase from

spreading. [
g 1the towns and cities questions of

health :
, of Mmanagement and maintenance of hospi-

tals i .
, of instruction and upkeep of roads, of the:

foundi
affairsmg and control of schools and other local
T}ezre all entrusted to the Municipal Boards
e : .
most important power which is vested

in i
Loctillerariious f.orn.m of Local Self-Government:
oards, District Boards, and Municipalities.

is th ;
€ power to raise money from the electors by

only,

‘Bombay,
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means of what are called “rates and cesses.”
Rates and cesses are imposed upon the people of
a locality by local authorities for local purposes
Income from rates and cesses is occasion-

ally supplemented by aids and grants from Govern-
ment revenues. All the members of the Municipal,
District and ‘Local Boards are Indians, the majority
of whom is elected by the people, while some are
nominated by the Government. They are elected
for three years. The Chairmen of the Municipal
Boards are invariably non-official Indians, while
many District Boards also have Indian Chairmen.

These Boards are linked to the Legislative
Council, by a system of direct representation on
them, and thus afford ample scope for the public
spirit of their members to rise to the greatest
There are now more than 800 munieipal

heights.
al revenue of over 9O

towns in India with a tot
millions. The largest municipal towns are Calcutta,

Madras, and Rangoon, and between them

they contribute not less than 40 per cent of this

total revenue.
Besides the Imperial Legislative Council,

_ every province has a Legislative
Legislative Council. . . R .
: Council of its own, 10 which

elected non-official members, who are all Indians,
form the majority. These councils are, therefore,

representative of the people and make laws and
regulations for the province. No tax or expendi-
ture can be levied or incurred without the sanction
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of thiiq Council.  The members have a richt to put
questtons and receive answers from thch Govern-
ment concerning  the condition of affairs in the
country.  In the Imperial Legislative Council, too,
the number of elected non-official members, JWhO
are representatives  of the people, is almost half,
and they have the same rights as the members of
the %’rovincial Councils. ?)Fﬁcers are now very
'C?lthIOU? in the use of their powers as their actions
are subject to criticism in the Councils by the
representative Indian members. T

All that has been mentioned above refers to
the share already enjoyed by the
the conmere Jlnduins in Fhe zldministratiorf of
. y. The Indian Reform Scheme, which
1s under the consideration of Pn,rliamen,t is a
%;f;t ad';/‘z]mclc. on all the past administmti've re-

S. 1¢ historic 2 ‘ment, i i
India, plainly declared th'ltz:> G ot C(')nc'emmo
resolved to afford al] reat“B-rltam .
Indians o 410 all possible facilities to the

o attain self-government for India as

S00n as practicable.  Accordine hi
the Indians will be mo ool Sd}eme
with the re closely associated
v e bolvernment of the country, and Indian
will direct! i cgislative Councll
Tndian dy ?o.ntrol-many important branches of

a 'a ministration, and they will be chiefly
responsible to the councils who will represent the

The Reform Scheme.
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péople. This scheme will introduce the preli-
minary stage of responsible government in India.
As the Indian ministers gradually prove their

_capacity for this responsible task, more and more

departments will be entrusted to them till India
is wholly and solely governed by Indians, which is
the long-cherished ideal of the Indian patriots.

| NoTr:— I'his scheme has since been sanctioned, vide Prefece to the

second edition. ! ,

CHAPTER XVI.

THE POLICE AND ADMINISTRATION OF
JUSTICE.

As we all know so well, we owe much to the
Police for the safety of our life
The Police. and property. We can easily
realise the value of the scrvices rendered by the
Police, if it were removed from a district even
Thanks to the Police adminis-
the country is now free
from the gangs of dacoits, thugs, and profes-
sional thieves which used to infest it. The days
when men could commit murder with impunity
are gone for ever. Gang robbery is'fast bccon}- )
ing a thing of the past The Police force in
India consists of two hundred thousand officers
and men, and the total cost of the Police in the
year 1917-18 amounted to 85 millions.

for a short time.
tration of the British,
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In other civilised countries the Police is look-
ed upon as a blessing, but such is not the case in
.‘Iudia. The Indians look upon the Police as an
institution hostile to the people. The reason is
n.ot far to seek. We have not yet learnt to instinc-
tively abhor crime—nay—the general tendency
amongst us is to sympathise with the criminal; even
if a murderer comes to us, pursued by the Police,
and appeals to our feelings of mercy, by narrating
a‘doleful tale of his crime, we are ready to offer
him sbelter under our roof. Every criminal, even
a habitual offender, can very easily manage to
secure copious evidence in his defence, with the
rc?sult\that the Police is faced with insurn’wuntable
dlfﬁ.culties in the performance of its duties in
traC}ng the offender, in securing proper evidence
against that offender, and in getting him convicted.
Lack of co-operation, on the parbt of the people
compel the Police to adopt measures whEch F;.ré
not agreeable to the people in general—hence the
unpopularity of the Police. But undoubtedly it
1s not the Police but the moral standard of our
countrymen which is mainly responsible for this
condition of affairs.

. As regards the defects, occasionally com-
plained of, due to the personnel of the Police force,
who .have not yet risen to a high level of civic
consciousness, let us bear in mind that most of
the Police force are after all our own countrymen,
and the higher the moral heights to which we
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rise as a people, the better will become the
¢haracter of those who will be paid to police us.
When the people will have learnt the secret
that in the safety of the life and property of our
neighbours lay the safety of our own life and
property, and will have further learnt to spontane-
ously hate crime and to feel 'sympathy for inno-
cence, all the difficulties of the Police will come
to an end, and the Policeman will be regarded as
much a blessing in India as he is considered in
other advanced countries.
One of the great blessings of English rule
Administration  of 1S that in the eye of law all
Justice. men are equal. Any one who
violates the law is punished. No man can claim
favour because of his race, rank or wealth.
Such legal equality was unknown in India before
the freedom-loving English came. The process
of the law can now be invoked against the Prince
as against the pauper. The laws have been
simplified and codified, and British India is now
in possession of codes which approach the
highest standard of excellence which this species
of legislation has reached. In form, intelligibil-
ity, and in comprehensiveness, the Indian codes
stand against all competition. The improvement
that has taken place in the administration of
justice in India is remarkable. It may now bear
comparison with the efficiency of any system exist-
ing any where in theworld. Justice is administered
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openly. The courts can be visited by any one.
Any person, so long as he conducts himself in
an orderly and respectful way, can sit in courts
and. listen to the proceedings. This is a most
important feature of the liberty granted to India.
1€ it happens that any official is biassed, or even
des.ires to prevent justice, there is always the res-
traint of this publicity on him. The conduct of
every trial is in accordance with definite rules as
to evidence, the privilege of cross-examination,
and the thorough hearing of both sides. In crimi-
nal cases the proceedings cannot go on save in the
presence of the accused.  Evidence has to be given
on oath or solemn affirmation, and there are severe
penalties for perjury, that is, giving false evidence
on oath.  All sorts of safeguards have been pro-
vided in the law to protect the accused from
mjusticeb Fordexample, a confession to the Police
cannot be used as evidence agai ¢ s
unless rep=ated by himtoa Mliitlrlrlltset dI tl)il:bnonen
Zistrate. owa
ssattled rule, never departed from, to appoint to judi-
cial offices men of high education and upright
c})lar'acter, who before their appointment have
o e esning of gt e enath et
‘ g ot magistrates, the length of criminal
trials has become less, and with the arowth of their
talents fmd the ircrease of their salary has come a
much ‘hlgher standard of honesty and scnse of duty.
‘ ‘hvery province has a High Court, which
has full control over all courts, civil and criminal,
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in that province.  The Judges of the High Courts
are appointed by the King and may be removed
by him only, so that they are beyond the control
of the Local or Indian Government. Thus ‘even
when the people have claims against the Govern-
ment itself they may be sure of an impartial hearing.
The strong bulwark of British rule in India is ghis
impartial administration of justice. ‘
During the Moghul period, the officer in
charge of the local troops was

The old proceedings, . : R .
why orimmat somse  also the chief magistrate of his
;{fujdi‘ji“co}:r';‘s’“?’“ as  district, and it is for this reason
that the criminal courts of the

East India Company long retained their old ap-
pellation of the Fowjdari ox Army Departments.
In many of the Native States the Chief Magis-
trate is still known as Foujdar or a military

_commander.

The system of criminal justice in those days
was that all capital cases had to come before the
Nawab Nazim (Provincial Governor) himself at
headquarters, and other cases of an important
nature went before the Naib Nazim (Assistant
Governor). Foujdars and Kotwals (Military and
Police officers) had jurisdiction over offences of a
minor nature. In the district, zamindars (landlords)
exercised unlimited criminal jurisdiction. They
were required to report decision of capital cases
only to the Nawab (Governor). In all others there
was no check or control over thein.
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Since India came to be under the direct rule of
the Crown, the number of courts
| has largely increased, so that
we have not now to travel far to seek redress
from wrong  The Penal Code has simplified the
law of crimes, as the Criminal Procedure Code
hag put the method of enquiry and prosecution
on a systematic footing. The higher courts are
there to keep the lower courts in check, and
owing to the system of appeals from one court to
the next higher court, it is not at all easy for a
miscarriage of justice to take place.

Present facilities.

Justice is administered openly. The decision

Public confidence in of cases are arrived at in the’

courts,
presence of both the parties.

Friends .of each party and many others are usually
present in the court during the hearing of cases

Any person can sit in court and listen to the pro-

ceedings. Under such circumstances the institution
of hundreds of thousands of cases in the courts
every year obviously indicates ; (1) that justice can
now be had cheaper—at as little cost of time and
money  as possible, (2) that many facilities now
exist for securing justice through the courts, (3)

alld. that the public has complete confidence in
their decisions.

[f such were not the case, people should have
hardly been persuaded to have recourse to the
courts of justice.
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CHAPTER XVIL
THE GROWING WEALTH OF INDIA.

Very recently a case came up before the

. , Judicial Court of Oudh. It was
Habit of locking up

. capital jn ornaments g family dispute for the proper

and jewellery. . . . s .
distributiori, among the family

members, of gold bars worth one hundred thou-
sand rupees. The gold weighed more than a
maund. During the hearing of the case it was
found that the disputed gold bars -were kept
buried in the earth for fwenfy years! If the
amount were invested even at five per cent per
annum, it should have doubled itself in that period,
but according to the custom of the country the
money, instead of being profitably employed, lay
useless for so many years.

In the meeting of 19th February 1919, of
the Imperial Legislative Council, the Hon'ble Sir
James Meston (now Lord Meston), in the course
of his budget speech, remarked that during the
preceding four years our mints turned out 1,200
million rupee coins, but silver rupee was not in
evidence ; that if he purchased a thing worth one
rupee and offered a five-rupee note to the shop-
keeper, he returned four one-rupce notes, and
if he demanded silver coins in exchange, the
shop-keeper looked annoyed as if the demand
was unreasonable and out of the question. “Where
had all that silver coin gone?” enquired Sit
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James Meston of all the members present in the:

Council. One of the Hon’ble Members answered
in the full Council, without any fear of contradic-
tion, that it was all converted into ornaments.
Should any one like to verify the Hon'ble
Member’s statement, he should personally sit for
some hours at the ' shop of some well-known
banker in his town, who deals in gold and silver
ornaments. He will find hundreds of poor people,
men and women, from the neighbouring villages,
visiting his shop in order to purchase or sell 2
necklace of rupees or of smaller silver coins.
Hundreds of such necklaces, in which the original
silver coins are used, are bought and sold every
day in every town. So much about the silver
coins used in their original shape But when
silver becomes scarce and sells at a rate hioher
than one rupee per fola (weight of a rupeej as
was the case in July 1919, the goldsmiths mel’ted
thousands of silver coins into silver lumps and
thus made considerable profit by selling the
same to those who required silver for making
ornaments, '

Every one knows to what extent the Indians are
still fond of precious ornaments
. and jewellery. Men, women
;x:((li:.hll(i;el;{z}lpuw;irazill[\;er and gold ornaments i.n

ost every man and parti-
cularly a woman carries several seers of (a seer=80
tolas) silver and gold on his or her person.

Use of ornaments.
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According to the census of 1911, there were
12,63,000 goldsmiths in India whose sole business
is to make silver and gold ornaments.  Supposing
that each goldsmith earns only as much as an
ordinary labourer earns daily at the minimum
rate of eight annas per day, and that the rate of
wages for making silver ornaments is two annas
per rupee, which is the current rate even now,
then a goldsmith makes only silver ornaments
worth four rupees every day, which is a ridicu-
lously small estimate and has in fact nothing in
common with the actually large income of gold-
smiths. Taking these low figures as our guide,
each goldsmith makes ornaments worth Rs. 120
4 month or worth Rs. 1,440 per year. All the
Indian goldsmiths thus make ornaments at least
worth about Rs. 1,820,000,000 every year. The
constant melting and renewal of old ornaments
into new, keeps the business going. Whatalarge
sum hopelessly locked up and rendered useless
to the country which is so much in need of
capital !

Experts have estimated that since the dis-
petimate of the  COVETY of America, ‘400 years
world's  produce of ago, up to the year 1910, the
gold and silver. total outturn of gold in the world
amounted to 671 million ounces (5,25,000 maunds),
and of silver to 11,000 million ounces (86,00,000
maunds). These figures represent the past pro-
duce of gold and silver throughout the world.
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Trade experts are unanimously ot opinion, which’

is based on actual facts and figures, that India
h‘as absorbed the largest share of the gold and
.s1lver produce, and that the demand is now grow-
ing fast, ’
poii‘;“,{,‘:;‘c}n?-‘“r - | Reliablfz statistics exist of
Ports oo seve.ffydy“eﬁ.i’f gold and silver which has been
imported into India since the
year 1840.

y SeFrom the year 1?40 and 1910, in the course
Seventy years, India absorbed gold worth 3,600
millions, which is more than one-tenth of the total
i;izl: CIiroduce of the world during the above men-
'fomfs sefrgnty years. The population of India
one-fifth of the total population of the globe

and thus India had a fair share of th] ecious
metal. A large quantity of t b oxiet.
oy e Cog quantity of gold must have exist-
e n ountry up to the year 1840, and
ing to the estimates framed in 1910, gold

worth some 4,123 millions already existed il”lg h
country till the year 1840. o
. Durlr}g the same period of seventy years
silver  weighing 2,250 million ounces (1,75 OO(;
maur}ds) was imported into India, and t};is ’was
a thl.rd of the whole silver produce of the world.
Previous to that period, India’s stock of silver is
calculated to be 2,500 million ounces (19,50,000
maunds) or one-fifth of the world’s stock of’ sifver.
All the silver possessed by India is estimated to be
worth more than 6,000 millions at the present rate.
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Gold and sitver is imported into India on
Nature of gold ana Private account in exchange for
silver imports. Indian exports, as well as on
Government account in the form of coined sover-
eigns. In this chapter "we are concerned with
gold and silver imported into India from foreign
countries only on private account, in return for
the excess of Indian exports over its imports.
This quantity remains in the possession of the
people and is generally sold through well-known
bankers and precious metal dealers to be converted

into ornaments.

Between the year 1900 and 1910, 2 period
of ten vyears, India imported
gold worth 1,230 millions and
silver worth 1,370 millions, that is to say that India
absorbed both these precious metals worth

Rs. 2,60,00,00,000.

Ten years’ imports.

According to the speech of the Right Hon'ble
mports during the the Secretary of State for
four years of the great India, delivered in Parliament
war on 12th May 1919, 51,62,02,000
ounces of silver (more than 40,00,000 maunds)
entered India from outside during the four years
of the great war, from which some 1,50,00,00,000
rupees could have been coined. The gold market
report of Messrs. Samuel Montague & Co., quoted
by the “Pioneer” of 29th May 1919, announced
that during the five years of war from 1913-14,
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old worth R
;Igndia rorth s. .81,00.00.,000 was absorbed by
I , nd at this quantity exceeded one-half of
e world’s annual gold produce
n accordance with the most recent official
Th oo O L R M
lhe average annual :Stclt]StICS, the price of the annual
import of gold and silver during
ceding the war averaged respec-
134,000 and Rs. 7,20,91,000 or
prorth than 36 crores per year.
e year 191%-
Rs. 2517 § 191718, gold  worth
»17,80,000 and silver worth Rs 19,04, 20,000

or both to th
e value of Rg
absorbed in Indja. 44,22,00,000 were

As stated above, all

¢ . .
he private commercial
_Precious metals.

'accoun i <
‘ t, in the shape Of SOVCI‘GigI‘lS, fOI‘ the ﬁVe
years precedmg the great war
)

-million rupees per year.
distin[zg the old and recent figures quoted above
et y prove that the demand for and absorption

oreign gold and silver into India is ygarly

increasing i
ng, and our country, instead of becoming

poorer under the Britis
ot ritish rule, gets
millions worth of oo than 400

t%]e five years pre
tively Rs. 28,86
both worth more

these figures refer to
imports of both these

was worth 35

forcign ot ‘g:'rold and silver every year from
h untries and the men who possess and use
t. ese prec1o.us metals must necessarily be growing
richer ar}d richer every year, and the capitZl of the
country is consequently increasing year by year.
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It is not easy for any one in India to know
the men " of wealth of this
et th‘iiffx:;t“h ¢ country, as they usually maintain
L‘:g:ig;‘;;}‘l‘gx‘gzz:‘”’° a begga'rly appearance. . As
[ndian millionaires are invariably
in the habit of burying money, or keeping it in
underground cells, or locking it up in ornaments
and jewellery, instead of employing it profitably,
and as no open business is carried on by them,
onany large scale, except quiet money-lending
in the district, on exorbitant rates of interest, no
one can have any estimate of their riches. Below
is quoted an interesting story typical of the Indian
millionaires and men of great wealth.

A wealthy banker, who, as is the case with
almost all Indian millionaires, was & miserly
fellow. Whatever he earned, he either buried it
in the earth, or hoarded it in underground dark
cells, He ate poor food and wore tattered clothes.
Once upon a time he was going out on & journey
during the hot season, and his wise and sympathetic
wife secretly put some sugar in his brass lofa
(narrow mouthed brass water-pot) thinking that
when in the intense heat of the noon he would
take out water from the well with that ota of his,
the syrup (sugar mixture) suddenly going down
his throat, will refresh him. When the banker
reached a well at noon, he took out water with
his /o¢a, and according to custom threw back his

head and with his eyes shut, began to pour down



water from the Zofa in his mouth from above, and
“}Ilhen he for. the first time felt the sweetness of
;t: su%ar mixture, he was startled and suddenly
a ?Pec ;he process.  Looking into the /e and
amg that 1 . . . °
W}lolebd' t it had sugar in it, he guessed the
o f1lmg, but dreading familiarity with any
the /Og uxury, he' poured down the contents of
P e in a hole near the well. This hole
Weii?;Ed gf)l be the abode of 3 serpent (god of
1 whic . R ~
offering of ! | was delighted on having this
Havi 8 h c00l, sweet and refreshing beverage.
hole m%i 2d his fill, the serpent came out of the
and enqui - s )
he wanted qf 1r.f:d of the beggdrly mitionaire what
name bo 1im, and told him that he was only to
€ boon whi .
The suddune o Would be granted forthwith
banker, and hesli o his good fortune puzzled the
y dll e -

him time to ¢gged the god of wealth toallow
consult his prudent wife, before naming

the boo i i
e o hn. Time bemg granted, the banker re-
ome and narrated the incident to his wife

2:1? fj:ke%éler adee' as to what boon he should
of hiv onn ewuer',Qi“GS hll:ll to beg for the possession
at this silly sug ::st o e }?USband was annoyed
o Lis possessgi,g ton, as his wealth was already
thing el Tl?n, gnd so ought to beg for some-
.advize an~d . he wife, however, persisted in her
Wisdon’ : S the husband believed in her superior

1, e returned to the serpent’s hole, poured
anot_her lota of sugar mixture, and on the’ serpent
coming out again, the banker respectfully prayed
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to the god of wealith to grant him his own wealth.
The serpent thereupon looked puzzled at this
unexpected request, and told him to name any
other boon as the millionaire’s wealth was in the
possession of his brother-in-law who might not
be persuaded to part with it. )

The millionaire persisted in his request, and
as the serpent had already given him his word of
honour, he reluctantly granted him the boon.

The millionaire was now returning to his
town, but it being day time, he for the first time
felt ashamed of his tattered clothes and so hid
himself in a clump of trees till dusk, and when he
entered his house, he felt annoyed at seeing his
wife cooking the food with her own hands. He
told her that she could afford to employ servants
and so it was not becoming her dignity to stoop
to menial service. The next day the banker felt
ashamed at walking on foot in the streets and so
purchased a carriage and horses, had a good
house, employed many servants, provided all sorts
of comforts for himself and his wife and both
began to live like a prince and princess. Many poor
men who formed his establishment in this way
began to share his wealth.

This story is meant to serve as a warning to
those who keep their hoarded wealth locked up,
neither using it themselves, nor allowing others
to avail themselves of it.
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There are many similar beggarly millionaires
in India,” but it is difficult to find them out.
As }‘1as been pointed out in the Chapter on Trade
and’ Manufactures, the excess of India’s sale-
proceeds of her goods sold to other countries,
over t'he price of her purchases from foreign
countries, amounts to more than 8oo millions
every year, and this excess is received in India
in cash, in the shape of gold and silver, and thus
the capital of our country is multiplying.

It is not, however, necessary that gold and
bezfgtegi,‘;” are o silver which India recei.ves every
penefited by - year from other countries should

. benefit only the rich. The
growing wealth of the country is shared by all
class'es of people in the shape of enhanced wages
z?.;:rles.and prices of commodities. When certt)air’l‘

ses in a co ;
down to the :erllrtirciluilac‘llaessgeost V(Z:alth" — ﬁlt'er
S€rvants, workmen and labo 5 R mel?lal
! urers.  However high
(ri“_a_y be the prices, and whatever may be the con-
[:ltcllic;]iss’ Zi ::atltl;lcr:;iéa at present, 'the W(.talth of
the mivto ot ac.t, z'mnually increasing, but
o Is that it is not profitably used.
p?r y used money is the seed corn of money,
and. in few countries it is more needed than in
India. Here, however, its harvest sometimes
consists of robberies and murders.
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It has been nientioned before that there are
12,63,000 goldsmiths in India,
t.e;A m'Z:‘{ﬁ:’S;‘;S aguar- sy day and night in rendering
caital e Indis  ygeless India's growing capital.
Making allowance for unhelping
women and children, each goldsmith is supposed
to earn a petty income of eight annas per day or
fifteen rupees per month, which is very much less
than the actual income of the poorest goldsmith.
This amounts to saying that instead of utilising
our capital on some profitable undertaking, we
annually spend 22% crores (227% millions) to
paralyse that money of ours which is so much
needed by our country. This amount far exceeds
the sum which India has to pay every yearas
interest to the capitalists in England for the
money Wwe borrowed from them, on very cheap
interest, for the construction of our railways, canals
and for other improvements of our country. We
could have very easily made twice as many
railways and canals in India with our own capital,
if we had only wished to do so, and thus should
have ourselves enjoyed the enormous sums of
money which go out annually in the shape of
interest.

We quite know that it is our ornaments and
jewellery which are often the causes of horrible
dacoities, constant thefts and numerous loss of
children’s life, but with all this knowledge, our
zeal for trinkets is only growing. Formerly silver
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and gold ornaments worth Rs. 500 constituted
the average of a middle class man’s household,
but thisis now considered incompatible with the
digiiity of better paid men and the demand and
variety of ornaments are consequently on the in-
crease, and gold ornaments are now replacing
silver ones. Formerly it was considered improper
to wear gold ornaments at the ankle, but [ now
find heavy gold anklets being introduced in some
families related to mine.

If our popular “leaders” should pay part of
their attention to this social reform, and preach
the advantages of employing our capital on pro-
fitable business, it will greatly add to the pros-
perity of the country,

The ever-increasing demand in India for

Our social eustoms gold apd silver is chiefly due to
and mode of living our customs and mode of living.

mainly responsible for
the absorption of gold  When we shall have learned to

and silver,

spend our money on better
houses, better food, better clothing, and better
sanitary environments, our demand for gold and
silver will naturally decrease.

As a matter of fact, we now generally live
like the poor and helpless people of the advanced
countries, and so long as this state of affairs
continues, absorption of gold and silver will also

continue.
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CHAPTER XVIIL
IS INDIA BECOMING RICHER OR POORER?

The wealth of India was handed down as a
India’s old reputation  tradition from Roman times, and
for riches. has for centuries been an accept-
ed belief in Europe. There is usually an element
of truth in such a belief, and the tradition of
wealth of this country appeared to rest on a very
solid basis. In the first place, India has always:
been the greatest accumulator of the precious
metals known to commerce. Besides her own
production of gold, by no means inconsiderable
even in ancient times, India absorbed bullion to
an extent which seemed, to the economists of by-
gone centuries, to threaten the depletion of
Europe. But in the power of amassing gold and
silver, India is unquestionably richer now than
ever. There is yet another sense in which India
appeared to our ancestors to be a very wealthy
country. It had a number of kings and princes,
and the lavish magnificence alike of the imperial
and of the local courts seemed a proof of the
inexhaustible riches of the people. The early
travellers never realised that India was of the
size of twenty European Kingdoms, and that the
Indian courts must be compared in number and
display, not with the palace of his own single
sovereign at home, but with all the courts of
Europe. The Indian princes, moreover, were
compelled by the absence of any system of
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national credit, to hoard great sums with a view
to meeting sudden demands, such as the mutiny
of their troops or the rebellion of a too powerful
kinsman. These hoards they kept to a large
extent in precious gems, so that the national
reserve fund was also a principal means of
courtly display. The enormous cash balances
of the British Government, however, are hidden
away in strong rooms out of sight, while
the peacock throne blazed with its diamonds be-
fore the eyes of every foreign ambassador and
traveller. It is these ambassadors and travellers
which are atthe bottom of India’s reputation for
its fabulous wealth.  As a matter of fact, however,
former accounts of India’s riches dwindle into
insign@ﬁcance when compared with its present
wealth.
The Presidency cities are visible proofs of
The  wealth  of the increasing wealth of India.
Calcutta and Bombay, “There is more 1 d
wealth, ” says Dr Hunter, 1 acrumuiate
'€ , ‘*held by natives in two
cthes of British India —Calcutta and Bombay—
cities. which a couple of centuries ago were mud
hut hamlets—than all the treasures of the imperial
and local courts under the Moghul Empire.”
Tl}e population of each of these two commercial
chief towns of the country now exceeds a million,
an(.i they are studded with innumerable imposing
bu1ld‘ings, and abound in large prosperous com-
mercial firms and thriving mills, which annually
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transact business of hundreds of millions, and
provide work for several hundred thousands of
poor Indians.

The grand palatial buildings of Calcutta
which are occupied by European officers and
merchants do not belong to them, but are owned
by Indians who realise rent at very high rates
from their European occupants.

- We should be very cautious in forming opinion
Old  accomnts of &S tO the accuracy of narratives
India’s wealth about old India, because the
accounts of ancient India were written, and are
being written, long after the actual occurrences
of events described. We are told, for instance,
about the ancient city of Kanauj, that its sur-
rounding wall measured about thirty miles, and
that it contained thirty thousand shops of befel-
sellers. These same writers inform us that when
the invaders of Ghazni raided India and conquer-
ed Punjab, they returned with a rich booty con-
sisting of 700,000 dinars or gold coins, in cash,
700 maunds of gold and silver articles, 200 maunds
of pure gold and 2,000 maunds of silver, and
20 maunds of jewellery. The same raiders are
said to have carried away on another occasian,
from Muttra, one hundred camel loads of silver
goods and five gold idols weighing 20 maunds.
A third time when they invaded Somnath, the
56 pillars of the famous temple were studded with
The hanging gold bell had a

precious jewels.
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heavy gold chain weighing 200 maunds, and it is
estimated that the booty carried away by the invad-
ers this time amounted to one hundred millions.
Nadir Shah is reported to have carried away from
India booty worth 700 millions, of which the
peacock throne alone was worth seventy millions.

Taking a camel load to be equivalent to ten
maunds, and dinar equal to sixteen rupees, and
the cost per to/a (weight of one rupee) of silver
and gold respectively at one rupee and twenty-
five rupees, and supposing the average price of
costly jewellery to be at Rs. 200 per to/a, the
whole booty referred to above, besides the 700
millions of Nadir Shah, amounts to less than
18 crores or 180 millions. This coupled with
Nadir Shah’s rich booty including the peacock
throne and all other treasures amounts to less
than one thousand millions. And according to the
statement of the Secretary of State for India
Comparison of old in Parliament on 12th May
with new, : :

. . 1919, the price of silver only
which Indlfl absorbed  during the four years of
the great European war, was half as much again
as all the rich booty carried away from India by
so many foreign invaders on various occasions as
mentioned above.

In ancient India the rulers regarded their

Formerly a country's  kingdoms as their private pro-
wealth was regarded .
as private property of PeErty, from which thﬁy drew

the Ruler, , e N
what they pleased. Their courts
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blazed with gold and jewels, giving a false idea
of the wealth of the country. But now the wealth
of a country is judged by the prosperity of the
people, and it is our object to show in this chapter
whether India, judged by this standard, is poorer
or richer than before.
At present the total amount of exports and
A country can be imports is considered as a very
wealthy only by means good test of the wealth of a
of extension of trade. 2
country. They show how much
a people have to sell and how much they can
afford to buy. An increase of commerce therefore
denotes an increase of wealth. The ignorant and
half-educated in all ages and in all countries have
looked upon the past as the golden age and the
present as the iron age. But history unquestion-
ably testifies to the fact that instead of the old
times in India being peaceful and favourable to
the growth of industries and commerce, the
frontiers were subject to frequent invasions,
constant wars prevailed, provinces were swept
clean by the Mahratta cavalry, and the whole
country was infested with robbers, thugs, dacoits,
and suffered from Pindari raids. Times, however,
have now changed, crime has been suppressed,
the country has been to a very large extent freed
from robbers, thugs, dacoits and highwaymen, the
Mahratta inroads and the Pindari raids are now
a thing of the past, and peace and quiet reigns
all over the country. The construction of roads
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and railways has greatly improved the means of
communication and transport, and canals and
other improved means of irrigation have consider-
ably enhanced the annual produce of the land,
how then is it possible that Indian commerce
should have been flourishing more in ancient
India than at present. When the produce of
India is decidedly larger than before on account
of the developed resources of the country, it is
physically impossible that the commerce of our
country in old days should have exceeded its
present extent, or, in other words, the people
should have been more prosperous then, If
anarchy and confusion are incompatible with
peace and prosperity, and if peace and prosperity
are the natural outcome of order and good
government, the inference is plain, that the

prosperity of our country must have increased
through peace and suppression of crime.

Mr. Manmohan Ghose, the Bengal delegate

w:rggmgi‘;:ogstof to Englanc.l, remarked thus some

e + years agoin Calcutta :—

“1 fe.lt alegitimate pride in the ancient civilisa-
tion of India, but I was bound to say that an
undue and exaggerated veneration for the
past was doing a great deal of mischief. It
was quite sickening to bear the remark
made at almost every public meeting that
the ancient civilisation of India was far
superior to that which Europe ever had.”
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Dr. Bhandarker, one of the most eminent
Indian scholars, has similarly remarked :— _
« Here | feel myself in duty bound, even at
the risk of displeasing some of you, to
make passing allusion to the most uncriti-
cal spirit that has come over us of praising
ourselves and our ancestors indiscrimi-
nately, seeing nothing but good in our
institutions, and in our ancient literature,
asserting that the ancient Hindus had
made very great progress in all the
sciences, physical, moral and social, and
the arts—greater even by fay than Europe
has made hitherto and denying even the
most obvious deficiencies in our literature,
such as the absence of satisfactory histori-
cal records, and our most obvious defects.
As long as this spirit exists in us, we can
never hope to throw light on our ancient
history, and on the excellencies and defects

of our race, and never hope to rise.”
Keeping in view the healthy advice of both
(1) Enormous growth these Indian patriots, we should
of foreign trade. bear in mind that eighty years
ago, the total exports and imports of our country,
in the year 1840, amounted to Rs. 19,00,00,000
(or 190 millions) whereas in 1917-18, the corre-
'Sponding‘ total exceeded Rs. 4,00,00,00,000 (4,000
millions!), that is to say that Indian commerce
has muitiplied twenty times within the past eighty
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years. We hav inte fo in-
years. W e pointed out before that an in-
cre: 1o commerce denoted an increase of wealth
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extent, Increase i ‘
e tu?t, merease n the wealth of our country
mevitable, T i
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n ¢ i
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u<<lerjl—m * The Indian Nation.”)
: lnl]proved means of communication and trans-
port have resulted in a larger export of Indian

has rapidly ex-

_ imports and
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produce, the enormous profit on the sale of which,
has benefited the agricultural classes of our
country which form the bulk of its population
India now supplies the whole world with jute.
Its cotton crop is the second largest in the world.
It sends abroad very large quantitics of rice,

wheat and oil-seeds. In fact it “pays its bill for
merchandise and treasure and dis-
y by the

charges its other international debts mainl

sale of agricultural produce.
Foremost among the results of- British rule,

(3) Development of which have materially benefited
industries India, is the development of new
industries and the growth of great centres of
trade. Commercial cities in the proper sense of
the term did not exist in ancient India. The
development of city life in India has led to the
growth of a new ‘adustrial career for the people.
Formerly the industries of India were essentially
domestic manufactures, each man working at his
own hereditary occupation at his own loom, or at
Under British rule a new era of
production has arisen in India—an era of produc-
tion on a great scale, based upon the co-operation
of capital and labour in place of the small house-
hold manufactures of ancient times. The enor-
mous growth of cotton and jute industries, which
owe their existence to the new commercial life
developed by the cities of British India, has result-.
ed in importing a vast amount of treasure from

his own forge.
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foreign countries, which has gone into the pockets’
of the Indian cultivators. Besides these rural
industries, there are a number of manufactures and
Productions which more specially appertain to the
industrial development of great towns. Coal
mines have been discovered in several provinces
and now employ hundreds of thousands of Indian
miners. Mills and steam factories have followed
the opening up of the coal-fields. All these mills
and factories mean substantial gain to the country
and its people.
“The English,” says Dr. Hunter, *“have had
o Indin eoriched to.bunld up from.the very found-
fgaaf“b'.':ﬁn“ff;ﬁd“Z,’:'ii ations, the fabric of a civilised
irrigation cammiy Government. Thematerialframe-
. work for such a Government—
its court houses, public buildings, barracks jails
pozt ohfﬁcels, r}':lilway stations, hospitals, co,lleges;
and schools—have ¢ i "
This estimate fesftetrzorteothiglil,sboo'l(llm“lon&
were In existence forty year}; acroC uIlt \:vngsldthl;lt
much less than the actual estin;}lt. if 'O(IJJ .
the figures for the orand and ('ey'l T’Ve OUbl'e
buildings which h'weT o lmpo.smg public
holt Cegtury 'rhér been erected du.rmg the last
and 36,286 miles Ofe Wlere ’)SO’OOO_mlleS i r(’)a‘lds
length of irrigation rcﬁll Wilys’ e e e
branches is es?imaterl ‘"‘ma zémdudm'g the smaller
there were 78,71 :l ot mlICS: o
\ 78,714 miles of telegraph lines. The
railways, bridges, irrigation canals, and telegraph
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lines constitute by themselves very valuable pro-
perty, and have greatly improved the resources
of the country, provided employment for millions
of poor Indians and enhanced the income of the
people. Roads and railways have enabled such
produce of the country to be brought to market,
as was formerly unsaleable. The private buildings
by which India has been enriched during the last
century far exceed in value the public buildings.

These public and private buildings of the
value of thousands of millions add to the country’s
capital, and do not point to the poverty of the
country to which they belong.

The nature of our purchases at once discloses

the extent of our prosperity. In

(5) The nature of .
imports shows increas- former days the Indians used

ing wealth of India. leaves of trees or earthenwares

at their meals, now they use copper and bra§s
utensils and even precious crockery. This is
one of the earliest evidences of improvement 1o
the general condition of the people. In the
year 1917-18 copper and brass utensils worth
Rs. 2,75,00,000 were imported into India.
Enormous quantity of imported sugar is
consumed in India. In the same year, sugar worth
Rs. 15,32,00,000 came to India from Java, Mauri-
tius, China, Egypt and Germany. The consump-
tion of sugar in our country is growing fast.

The average quantity of sugar used by every
‘person in India far exceeds the corresponding
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average in many other European countries.

Impoverished people cannot afford to go on
increasing their expenditure on a thing which is
after all a luxury.

Our wants have greatly increased and we
have to meet these wants by the sale of our produce.
Increased wants, however, are a sign of increased
prosperity. If we now feel a desire for better houses,
better clothing and better food, and find ourselves
more or less in a position to satisfy that desire,
it must be assumed that we have greater means,
ze, greater wealth, at our command than
formerly.

In the year 1916-17, India purchased 4,778
motor cars worth twenty-one millions and a half ;
tobacco worth twelve millions and a half : liquors
worth twenty-five millions ; glass, fifteen millions;
matches, eleven millions and a quarter ; bicycles,
two millions ; clock and watches, two millions
-children’s toys, four millions ; umbrellas fOUI:
millions ; and fireworks, one million. ,

Ihese imports show that the people now
care more for their personal comfort, and that as
the people of India have now more money than
before, they can buy several articles which may
be called rather the luxuries than the necessaries
of life,

. T'he large import of foreign umbrellas, for
instance, which are used not only by the rich,

but also by the poor, proves that our umbrella
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purchasing power has increased five times of what
it was ten years before. Similar is the case with
other imports.

Expenditure on liquor, and opium, and on
litigation is increasing, and these obviously require
large sums of money o

The springing up of large cities like Calcutta,

(6 The springing up Bombay, Mad'ras, and Rang(?0n,
of new cities isa sign  which are entirely the creations
of genersl prospertty: of the British rule, cannot be
said to be the outcome of the growing poverty of a
country. If you are the resident of a town, then
enquire and ascertain for yourself if there are not
now many more and much better houses in the
town than there were fifty years ago, and whether
these better houses have not been built with money

carned within the same period ; whether the

prices of house sites have not greatly risen, and
the rate of interest considerably fallen since 1860.
If you live in a village, you might enquire itf the
price of agricultural land has not greatly risen,
and the houses which were built of mud and
thatch fifty years ago, are not now built of much
better materials with tiled roofs.  You might also
ascertain whether artisans, cooks, domestic ser-
vants, agricultural and other labourers do not now
get higher wages than they did fifty or even thirty
years ago. You might further enquire if the sons
and grandsons of those who formerly went about
in a langoti (narrow strip of loin cloth do not
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now wear dhot? (leg dress), jackets and head-

dresses. You might ask whether the villagers do
not now possess household utensils made of brass

and copper in place of the earthenware utensils.

which alone their forefathers could afford fifty
years ago. You will find that the oldest inhabitants
of towns and villages would be able to supply
you with valuable information on the above and
other similar points. '
Increasing income from railways, post
(7) Larger  income Of1CES and  telegraphs  the
gr:nge]Izzirl;nshs;s,_gr;’alstts springing up of a large number
gal;il:gosits in Savings Of banks, invested capital, and
the enormous money transac-
tions, large mills and factories worked by steam
engines and electricity, which now support
millions of poor Indians, the sum of two hundred
millions in petty deposits at the post office savings.
banks—these and many other similar facts in no.
way suggest the growing poverty of a country.
We have seen that the absorption of gold and

(8 Increasing silver by India has increased

b i i . - .
absorption of gold and mdl‘vellous]y. Is it credlble-

silver,

. ' that a country that was steadily
being impoverished by its present system of
government could absorb about four hundred
mlll.ions worth of precious metals every year, pre-
ferring them to the necessaries of life > In the
preceding chapter we have quoted an extract from
the budget speech of the Hon'ble Sir James.
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Meston delivered in the Tmperial Legislative
Council, in response to which another Hon'ble
Member declared in the full Council that during
the four years’ period of the great European war
1,20,00,00,000 silver rupee coins were converted

into ornaments. o
The currency of a country isa good test

(o) Disappearance of of its comparative wealth. In
cowries. former times cowrzes were large-
ly used as money. 4,096 cowries were reckoned
equal to one rupee. At the beginning of the last
century it was said of poor Bengalis “that they
think in cowries.” Up till 1820 the revenue of
Sylhet, then a district of Eastern Bengal, was paid
in cowries of which 700 millions had annually to
be sent to Dacca. These cowries have now alto-
gether disappeared from the country, and are
nowhere to be found. Even copper coins are not
much in evidence as people now prefer to have
one-anna and two-anna pieces instead. Currency

notes and bank cheques are becoming more

popular.
Twenty years ago, during the famine of the

(10) Domestic ser. YEAT 1896-97 wheat was selling
vants notavailable now.  at seven seers per rupee, and
cloth was cheap, yet there was a universal outcry
that life had become a burden to the people and that
if the rate went up higher the whole of India would
die of starvation. Men and women servants were
willing to serve for simple food. I know many men
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and women who willingly became slaves of well-to-
do people merely on the promise of being fed oncea
day. Compared to this state of affairs, wheat
now sells atless than five seersa rupee, the cost of
ordinary cloth is four times higher, but there is no

general outery due to this extraordinary scarcity,

and what is most remarkable, domestic servants—
men or women—are totally scarce now. The
rise in the monthly pay of servants is immaterial,
the trouble is they cannot be had atall.  In my own
place I recently requested a pessimist, who was
dilating upon the poverty of the people of these
times, to introduce me to an able-bodied man or
woman who slept with hungry stomach. [ was not
shown any, but was informed in a way of protest
that it was not the old poorer classes who were
the sufferers now, because by the opening of new
industrial careers and increased wages they were
now doing well, but that it was the middle classes
who were now overtaken by poverty and were
the real sufferers. This gentleman who on my
enquiry admitted himself to belong to the middle
classes, and was dissatisfied with his pecuniary
circumstances, was wearing Solah hat and dress
to suit it, worth about Rs. 50!
It is needless to try to find out what has been
(11) Every  person  S3id OF written about the poverty
should Jhdge of his and prosperity of India by such
a distinguished writer or great
man. Every man must see and judge, for himself,
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his own personal income, his own house and
furniture, his dress and food, and his way of
living, and decide for himself in what way and to
what extent it differs from the condition of his
forefathers ; the comparison will at once reveal the
fact whether his circumstances and environments
are better or worse than before.
We do not mean that every individual in
(12) We do not mean India is now happy or .that
that poverty does mot poverty has altogether disap-
now exist in fodia. peared from India. The poorest
classes are still very poor, but then poor and
miserable men have existed and still exist in
every age and in every land. But by all economic
tests that can be applied, it is clear that even
their condition is improving.
As is the case in other countries, poor classes
~ do exist in Iundia ton. But
e % Toeal  this poverty of certain parts of
customs and habits India is the direct and inevit-
able result of the over-population of those parts. -
of India. The mass of husbandmen are living
in defiance of economic laws. A people of small
cultivators cannot be prosperous, if they marry
irrespective of the means of subsistence, and aII'ow
their numbers to outstrip the food-producing
powers of the soil, and be at the same time abso-
lutely unwilling to migrate to less congested areas.
The permanent remedies for such poverty
of India rest with the people themselves. The
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late Sir Madhav Row was one of the ablest
Hindu statesmen of modern times. He thus
points out the need of reform in some Indian
customs :— “ The longer one lives, observes and
thinks, the more deeply does he feel that there is
no community on the face of the earth, which
suffers less from political evils and more from
self-accepted or self-created and therefore avoid-
able evils than the Hindu community.”

There is yet another unfortunate circumstance,
that agriculture forms almost the sole occupation
of the mass of the population and that no remedy
for present evils can Dbe complete which does
not include the introduction of a diversity of
occupations, through which the surplus population
may be drawn from agricultural pursuits and led
to find the means of subsistence in manufactures
or some such support. The gradual development
of industrial resources of the country, the spring-
ing up of commercial centres and consequent
enhancement of trade have already been dealt
with. But it requircs ample time to provide
occupation for all the 330 million people with
conservative tendencies.

In this chapter we have sought to determine
whether the condition of the
Indian people is better or worse
for British rule. There can be no doubt thas
after making allowance for the difficulties and
disadvantages which the necessary changes from

Corclusion,
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the medixval to modern India have involved, the
answer is that ‘it is far better, and what is be=st .
of all, there are undoubted signs that it is slowly
but steadily improving.” S
Food is dearer, but wages are higher even
for the lowest classes. The country is being
rapidly opened up. Millions of acres that once
scarcely grew enough grass to feed goats now
.bear harvests so ample in good years that India
is able to export, after her people have been
supplied with the necessaries of life, vast quantities
of food-stuffs, receiving in return hundreds of
millions of rupees. Land is worth far more than
it was, and almost every class of population lives.
better than formerly, while beginnings have been
made of great industries enriching hundreds of
thousands of Indians.

CHAPTER XIX.

“ THE DRAIN” OR THE HOME CHARGES.

Some writers and speakers spare no pains
in leading their fellow-countrymen to believe that
British administration of India has in no sense
been an advantage to the country, and that the
British people are foreigners who come to India
for a time only, and do not make their homes in
this country, and that consequently a considerable
portion of India’s wealth is “ drained away " into
a foreign land, leaving India poor and miserable.
India, they say, has been sending away, year after
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year, from joo to 600 millions as her annual
tribute to England, and that this tribute, for
which not a penny is received in return, has
paupérised India. The impression is given that
the English are a flight of harpies preying upon
the country, or so many leeches sucking the blood
of India. Facts, however, tell a different tale
altogether. As has already been shown in detail
in the preceding chapters, India, far from being
impoverished, is now more prosperous than it was
ever before. The words of Burke, applied to
England last century, exactly represent the state
of some of our countrymen’s feeling in India at
present :— ** These birds of evil presage at all
times have grated our ears with their melancholy
song, and by some strange fatality or other, it has
generally happened that they have poured forth
their loudest and deepest lamentations at the
~period of our most abundant prosperity.”

The fact is that our women folk being abso-
lutely uneducated, we have no
“home training,” our powers
of observation, comparison and judgment are
seldom cultivated in the earlier stages of life, and
we do not learn to independently think for our-
selves. When I was under training as a pupil
teacher at the Government Training College,
Lahore, in the year 1500, there were about twenty-
five graduates—M. As. and B.As.—in our senior
‘class. Ogr well-known Principal, Mr. Knowlton,

Our strange beliefs.
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once enquired how many Zoes the camel had. - He
put this question simultaneously as well as indivi-
dually to all the educated young men in the class,
but some could give the correct answer. The
reason is not far to seek. We daily see a number
of camels but we were ncver taught to observe
any part of his body. Some said a camel had five
toes, some said four, while others pointed out it
had no toes at all but a completely circular foot !
Similarly our Principal once asked one of us one
afternoon to show him a planet. Every one of us
was straining his eyes upwards to the heavens to
see if any was visible in the daytime ; none thought
“of the huge solid earth under our feet. Unobserv-
ant, unenquiring, unthoughtful, having no sense
of proportion and not used to independent think-
ing, we are simple enough to believe anything.
Consequently ours is a land of strange beliefs.
The bulk of our countrymen still seriously believe
that the earth rests on a cow’s horn, and that the
cow, in order to relieve that hornof hers of the enor-
mous burden, occasionally shakes it off to the other
horn, and the consequent jerk is felt by the occu-
pants of the globe as an earthquake. With the
exception of very few, the people generally believe
in the existence of demons and fairies on the
Caucasus mountains which is universally believed
to be the land’s end on all sides. Many are con-
vinced that the Himalayas which are the abode of
gods constitute the earth’s boundary. As it js
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‘almost impossible to shake off these time-honoured
false beliefs from the minds of the vast majority
of ignorant masses, it is equally impracticable to
persuade some of our persistent semi-educated
young men to give up the crazy notions of India’s
impoverishment under the British rule.
‘This oft-repeated poverty grievance of the
o Jgnorance of true new generation of young Indians
;:,:;d;,;n;n misunder. 1S chiefly based on their utter
. ignorance of the real condition
of affairs. The words of Sir John Strachey may
be app’ropriately quoted even now :—

“ These institutions give, in the English lan-
guage, a more or less good imitation of the purely
scholastic part of an ordinary English education,
but the young men of India learn in them almost
nothing about their country or about the Govern-
ment under which they live, and least of all are
they ’taught to be good and loyal citizens.”

.I‘.he mischief due to ignorance of the actual
con(?mon of affairs is growing and creating among
the imperfectly educated classes antipathy, bittez
ness and hatred towards the present Government
of the country. This is, as a matter of course
harmful to the country itself. ,

The British Government on the one hand is
too powerful and too considerate, while the bulk
of the population too deeply sunk in ignorance to
be appreciably affected by any hostile vituperation
campaign.  We are simply retarding our progreéé
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towards the goal, by assuming an unfriendly atti-
tude while a conciliatory attitude and friendly,
co-operation with the Government alone is respon-
sible for all the progress we have already achieved
and can bring about the consummation of India’s
bliss. .

It has been amply demonstrated in the fore-
going chapters that India has immensely gained
during a century of British control, and enjoys
good government, and security of person and
property which it never enjoyed before. All the
good that has accrued so far to India is certainly
not the result of any coercion but of good inten-
tions on the part of the Government and friendly

co-operation on the part of the people.

Those who say that India’s prosperity suffers
India pays no tribute from “ the drain” assert that the
to England. whole of what are called the
« Home charges” are a drain on India’s wealth.
They declare that all Indian expenditure in-
curred in England is in the nature of a
tribute paid by India to England, and that
England is draining India of its wealth for her

own benefit.

We have already placed obvious and broad
facts before our readers to judge for themselves
independently whether India was becoming poorer
or richer, and it is now our object to show that
“ o énormous and ruinous tribute is exacted from
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India to be spent in England.” Wohatever [ndia
‘pays to England, it pays on purely business lines
and entirely in its own interest.
The amount which India annually remits to
Cl{:;g e smount of home Englandis very often highly ex-
o et income aggerated and occasionally mis-
: stated, although the Government
makf:s no secret of the transaction, and annuall
Pubhshes in the official Budget estimates all ihi
items constituting the home charges. In
Budget report for the year l919-20. rece tlle
published by the Government of India weegm)ir
tl;at the total of home charges for the ,preceding
Zttitiiizfunted to 345 million rupees (23 millions
It should be borne in mind that the actual
income of India for the year 1917-18 agprepated
313.0ut' 1,750 millions, of which all the recgig tsgfr ;
railways came up to 700 millions, and dgdu t'Om
the ‘ working .expenditure incurred duringC ltrllli
z::;n. ;I:adnet income to the Government under
- e:h amounted to Rs. 362 millions, By
e ’g' ese figures we mean to point out th
ndia’s net income fro il ’
the tomal scome m railways far exceeded
of all the annual home charges.

T g - .
. he home "charges include three items of
tem ituti i i
, fte :hic:;z:fut.ng the ?:p([engfture incurred in England
r India :—
1) Indi i
o tlge)ca 'tlal has to pay interest at low rates
pttal with which it has constructed the
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material frame-work of its industrial life—its rail-
ways, irrigation worlgs, cotton mills, coal mines,
indigo factories, tea gardens, docks, steam naviga-
tion lines and debt. For that capital it goes into
the cheapest market in the world, London, and it
remits the interest, not in cash, but in her own
staples, which that capital has enabled it to pro-
duce, and to bring to the sea-board. We have

shown elsewhere that our countrymen are averse

to profitably investing their money at a cheap rate
of interest—hence the need of borrowing capital
from foreign bankers. About half the amount of

_home charges (nearly 170 millions) goes towards

the payment of this interest on English capital.
(2) India has to purchase stores, materials,

etc. of all kinds worth about 75 millions for the

Public Works, construction of railways, bridges,
which India has hitherto been

h can be bought

and irrigation canals,

unable to produce and whic
more cheaply in England. For every rupee thus
ivalent in

spent, India has had each year an equi
steel, iron or manufactures. ' _
The payment of these two items of home
charges in fact represents a real bargain for India,
as it receives in return capital and materials to-
develop the resources of the country.
~ (3) The remaining amount of the home
charges covers all other expenses incurred in Eng-
land for the “good government " of India to which

we owe the peace and security that alone have
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:ré‘ndere‘d‘ possible our counfry'é industrial develop'—
ment. This sub-head of home charges includes the
salaries of the supervising staff in "England {the
India Office), the furlough allowances, the pensions
and ‘gratuities of the whole military and civil
services, who have given their life’s work to India,
the munitions of war, a section of the army includ-
ing the costs of its recruitment and transport. - ;
" India’s expenditure on “good government”
is as essential an item for its industrial develop-
ment and repays it as high a proﬁt, as the interest
which it pays in England for 'th'e capital with
w;hi‘cvh it has constructed its 'dockyards_, _rai]yvéys
and canals. Now these are the details of the
home charges which have long constituted a
standing grievance and which has from ‘time to
time led to the publication of sensational mis-
leading articles headed * Spoilation of India, ™
""'Blgeding to death,” etc.—the very reverse of the
truth, o ' - :

AN

Some educated people of our country are
¢agf;|red of foreign Prone to detest the system of
o _ borrowing forezpn capital, and
'dCfP]Ol‘,e the payment of large amounts in the
shape of annual interest. Byt they seldom devote
ﬁgr thought to the reality that Indian bankers

[No-rx.—According to the Indian refo
Farliament and o be shortly enforced, the ex
salaries of the Secretary of State for India an

‘wa-d be paid from the British Exchequer and
aid thus the amount of home charges will be o

penditure on India Office, the
d his Council, will hencefor«
will no more be paid by India
nsiderab reduced.] B

vm scheme sanctioned by
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-and capitalists were never willing to part WI'th
their capital at so low a rate of interest as
three or three and a half per cent per annum.
There was no hope of the .requlred amount of
.capital forthcoming in India, and undc?r the
eircumstances, if the Government of India had
npot tried to borrow money ff'orq another
.cheaper market, or the English capitalists should
have refrained from lending such enormous
sums at such an extraordinarily low rate of interest,
to be employed in a djstant country, \.ve’ co'uld
not have had our railways, bridges, and 1rr1gatfon
¢anals. Not only has the ' borrowed English
capital helped in the materlgl df:velopment of
_our country, but is investe-d in r-allw.ays, canals,
~and other public works which bring in each year
a return of four, five, or seven per cent profit on
~eapital. - Sometimes, as in the case of the eastern
Jumna canal, the profit is more f;han 20 per cent‘,E ’
we should remember that when the low rate 0
tliree and a half has been paid, thfa reststops in our
_own country, In the case of aninvestment which
pays seven per cent India makes a proﬁt.as great
‘as the foreign shareholders make, and'. has in
_addition a railway, a canal or some public work,
.adding to the wealth and fertility of the land.

"Even if such an arrangement were looked
‘gpoh as a simple business transaction, any shreuid
man would think himself very c,.leve,r if he could
f;e.rsuade somebody to give him . the money to -
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buy something he needed very badly, and yet

get as much interest on the loan as the lender,
while keeping the thing bought.

‘The importance to a country of public works

How Indiaprofits by SUch as railways and irrigation
foreign capital. . :

canals is the increase of national

wealth, The more the land is opened up, and -

new districts made to yield crops, the better and
cheaper communications between districts become
the more the wealth of the people increases. Ou’t
of. this wealth come wages, rent, cartage, and
railway charges and the other profits on \'avhich
the people live. Even if all the profits earned
by such a beneficial undertaking as the Jumna
f:anal were paid away to foreign shareholders
mstead of a sixth part only, India would still
profit by such borrowing. For, before any divi-
dends can go to shareholders, there are w: es t
2;3 11)3:11.1d, v;'o(;'k .<1)ln repairs to be done, locagl. due:
' be settled, all sorts of cha i i

with the upkeep of the canalr%cfs tl:Z: ‘:;’Zt" ec‘\‘;“
;Eust not forget also the enormous initial c.ost o(;
m’ce)n gvotrhl\, ;he very large part of the foreign

y that has gone to thousands upon thousands
of coolies and other Indian workmen

The railways of India, built with English
money for the most part, have created a new
mfilfstry and a new source of wealth. About 2
mlllu?n Indians earn a living each year. as servants
of different railway companies. When other
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charges have been paid and all their families.
supported, when the interest due to those in
England who lent the money has been paid, even -
then there is more profit for India. )

The benefits which India has gained an
will gain in the future from the development of
her industries and from cheap means of commu-
nication will much more than repay it for
the interest it has to remit to England. But at
present these truths are very dimly realised.

The pessimists also grumble that those

. Englishmen who come to India
Remittance to Eog- .

as officials and merchants do.

land by ofiicials and
ts. .
merchants not spend all they earnin the

country, every year they send some of the money
to England where they will spend their years of

retirement.
_ As to officials it is almost impossible to deter-

mine how much of their salaries is sent to their
homes. Most of them send some money, but itis
certain that very few are able to send half their pay
away. Many spend all of it in India, and some who
have private means spend that or a part of itas well
as their pay. Then there is the merchant class.
Those who are anxious to make the worst of
« the drain” assert that, apart from these known
payments, the salaries and the pensions of officials,
a large amount—some say that it is as much as.
150 millions or even 180 million rupees—repre-
senting the surplus earnings of merchant firms is.
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sent out of India yearly. This is more than

. fi'puble .the a-mnual pay of all the European officials
in India, civil and military, and it is hard to

believe that the comparatively few European .

m?fchants in India earn more than all the civil and
military officials put together. There is no doubt
that many British merchant firms do earn hand-
some profits, and that large sums are sent to
England each year. It seems at first sight as if
the presence of English merchants means a sheer
loss to India. But this is not so. They also
must' be rec'koned as part of the price india has
to pay for its security and its progress. While
they' make. money in India and send perhaps a
})orflon of it out of the country, they are helping
1:dd12. gy the.lr enterprise, skill, wider knox\:)-
e ége anS O:cpe.:rlence, they encourage and increase
vdustr-ies. Titlirgefso:'heeyxsgeq UPh e i i
! e the : 1

'Lhe whole of this wonderffl indlfstrc;SZU?)E)o:g;i
‘:Ooilsznds of Indians. .of all classes, is due solel;
b beilergy of British merchants. There can
s Coz ntzar e);ample of. what foreigners can -do
i B ryIt an the history of the jute industry
- béu.ht n 1855 the first spinning machinery
the o rgn.“ out to Cali:}n:ta from Dundee, and
gl ﬁl erectf.:d. Eight tons a day was the
tn 18 Irst:.h It is now nearly 3,000 tons a day,
little. 51 the -vjalue of jute to India was a

ver 40 million rupees. - In"'1908-09 the
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value rose to 320 millions. India owes an in-
calculable debt to the men whose energy and
ability have endowed it with an industry enriching

_its people more and more every year.

As regards payments for services rendered to
the country, every Government must pay its
servants. If there were an indian instead of a
British Government at Delhi, these salaries and
pensions would have to be paid. The objectors.
to *“ the drain " say :—* Yes, but they would be
paid to Indians, and the money would remain in
the country. The official serving or pensioned
would live and die here.” That is perfectly true.
and the only answer to this argument is to ask
the question “ Does India profit in any way as a
result of having a foreign government " A few
minute’s consideration will show us that it un-
doubtedly does.

No one will dispute that it is due to the great

Advantages peculiar POWET of England, the respect
to British rule. and fear in which she is held
throughout the world that India is safe from-
foreign aggression, from which it always has
suffered in the past before England took over the
government. Thanks, too, to England it is that
cace has been established and maintained
throughout the length and breadth of the country.

Now let us suppose that India was inde-
pendent and had no more to do with the British
Empire. - In that case a portion of the home
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-charges s[?ent on salaries and ;;ensions to Engli.sh
.ofﬁcers will be saved to India. But that would
be only apparent saving, because with no British

control, there would be no wonderful British fleet -

to protect the immense level and unfortified coasts
-of Indl.an For this protection India now onl
pays directly the sum of rupees one million am}i’
a half. Unless the independent Indian Govern
ment wanted to have the country invaded énci
conquered at once, they would have to build a
ﬂ.eet at an enormous initial cost, and to face the
difficulty of properly manning and maintaining it
at the lowest estimate based on the ﬁguregs of’
»]apan, at a hundred million rupees. Then the
Government would have to maintain 2 diplomatic
and consular service. T o-day India has the us
of the.: British services all over the gloiae eﬁbe
that is a small matter compared with a'n hUt
reasorx for the answer we have given tot E"
question whether India profits by British coontt le
That is that the credit of England beh;r?(i'
Inﬁiiﬁ?fséﬂii"c‘ffd‘it‘" tlhz Indi]:n Government enables
* India to borro
lthan many first class powers canw(,if;.t aXltt ihC: efflgre 1‘
east India can borrow two per cent cheaper théri,
Japan, 'In.dlas debt in 1914 was rather more than
4,500 million rupees, If it had not be f
England, India would have t er o0
millions each year as j e 0
. / Interest ; more and more
as the country 1s developed and industries grow
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and enrich the land, India's gain will increase.
For more and more capital must be borrowed,
if India is to progress, and on every I,000 million
rupees it needs, it will pay 20 millions less, because
it is part of the British Empire. _
We see then that while there is a drain of
India’s money to England, it is no real loss. If
there were any other Indian government, there
would be salaries and pensions to pay; but in
addition there would be the cost of a fleet, of dip-
lomatic and consular service, and the borrowing
of money needed to develop the country would
cost more than it does now. It is doubtful if any
other government would be able to borrow even
at six or seven per cent. It certainly could not
do so unless its defences were perfect. India
cannot have the solid advantage of the British
credit and the British fleet without paying the
salaries and pensions of British officials. The
drain is thus the price that India must pay for her

security, and a very low price it is.

CHAPTER XX.
CONCLUSION.
In the Urdu version of this book is quoted
under this head, an extract from the well-known
Raja Shiv Parshad,C.1.E., of Benares’ book “Aina-

i-tarikh Numa,” pointing out how India has been
transformed under British rule since the battle of
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of Plassey. * The land,” says the distinguished!

historian, “ which could not formerly yield grass to-

feed the cattle, now abounds in rich crops ; thé;-
land-holders who were frequently arrested and
harassed for non-payment of Government dues,
now pass a peaceful, quiet and happy life, and
enriched by the system of permanent settlement are
able to punctually pay the Government revenue;
costly carriages are now seen running on the
(rough) paths which even the goat was once afraid
to traverse ; where a bullock-cart was not avail-
able even for gold mokars, people travel in railways
on payment of a few pice ; the distance which no
messenger ventured to traverse is now annihilated
by telegraph and telephone lines; lonely routes.
which even large caravans never dared to cross are
now fearlessly and safely traversed by a single old
woman with gold bars in her hands ; where business
was transacted to the extant of hundreds, we find
it expanded into the transaction of thousands of
millions ; labourers who could hardly earn a stom-
achful of parched gram during the whole day, now
earn from annas eight to rupees three per day ;
the cultivators who could not afford even to have
a langoti (narrow strip of cloth) for the loins, now
carry kardhants (heavy silver chains) round their
waist

The roads, railways, bridges, and canals,
the hospitals, the colleges and schools, the police
and courts of justice, the laws and regulations,
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N (R .
" the arts and sciences, the ease and luxurious

comforts, the peace and security, the incalculable
facilities for general progress—all these are things
which were not seen by the eye before, nor heard
by the ear. Mountains, forests and wildernesses
have actually been converted into the garden of

- Eden."

The original book ends with an extract from

‘the most popular and widely read * Musaddas”

{(poem) written by the famons national poet of the
indian Mahomedans, Shams-ul-ulama Khwaja
Altaf Hasain, better know as ** Hali, * which deals
with peculiar features of the British rule.

In these lines of his poem the venerable
poet persuades the Indian Musalmans to be up
and doing, to appreciate and avail themselves of
British toleration, freedom, perfect peace and
security and particularly of the opportunities
offered for progress and development.

The poet further points out to the [ndian
Mahomedans that they are free to follow the
dictates of their own religion, that there is none
to interfere with the commandments of the Quran
and the Prophet’s tradjtions, and they have full
liberty to publicly announce their prayer times
and say prayers in their mosques —that every one
is free to travel and go where he likes, that com-
mercial and industrial careers are open to all, that
any one can acquire learning in public schools
and colleges and find ways and means of earning
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livelihood, that there is no more '.any deu"lger -of
enemy's assault while at home nor. any risk of
robbers and highwaymen out of doors—that the
distances which took months to cross can now be
traversed in hours, that the jungles have been
converted into blpoming gardens, that travelling,
which was formerly considered a trouble and was
risky, is now a pleaSure and source of prosperity,
that the telegraph is busy in transmitting every
moment’'s news to and from every qua?ter of
the (rlobe and no incident or event happenmg
d_nywhere on the face of the earth can now remain
concealed—that many caravans have gone ahe..d,
others are preparing to proceed on their journey
and many are regretting the delay in starting, “ut
that it is the Mahomedans alone who were still
sleeping regardless of their forthcoming long
and tedious journey. Ye Mahomedans, do not
~ look upon your friends (the British Governmem)
as your foes, do not suppose that your guides
are robbers. Blame others afterwards. First

judge for yourself if your_ own habits ad
manners are good or om}fi
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