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Obituary

It is with feelings of deep regret that we

have t> record the sad death of Rao Sahib .

Pingale Ramachandra Rao, who was the able
editor of this journal down to the date of
his demise, which occurred at his residence
in Egmore on the 35th August lagt in his
gixty-fifth year. He was most widely and
popularly known throughout the Presidency
as the doyen Interpreter in Madras for one
generation, as he held the office of Chief
Intrpreter, High Court, Madras, for nearly
thirty years. He retired from service in
1916 in his sixtieth year. His deep know-
ladge of several vernaculars of the Presi-
dency added to his remarkable capacity
a8 an Interpreter has, on more than one
oceasion, elicited complimentary expressions
of eminent judges of the High Court.
The feeling reference made by Mr. Chamier
on behalf of the bar before the Hon'ble
Mr. Justice Kumaraswami Sastri in refer-
ring to the event and his lordship’s reply
thereso on the 26th August last only echoed
the sentiments of every one who had the
fortune of the acquaintance or friendship of
the departed soul. In private as well as
officially, he led an ideal life which is highly
worthy of imitation. His outlook was broad
in all lirections and his views on important
gocial questions were very liberal. He was
not & dreamy idealist or a mere preacher from
tne platform, but a practical reformer. He
had a firm will and the courage of his con-
vietions. He was at the same time a huma-
nitarian. He was one of those who illus-
trated the agdage, ‘ They are slaves who dare
not be in the right with two dr three.” Hav-
ing known him intimately and personally
for over a decade, we are impelled by sheer
duty topay this humble tribute to his worthy
memory and then enter upon the onerous
duties of thesditorship of this journal.
L
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Society for Prevention of

Crueltyto Animals,Madras
Prize Essay Competition Rules.

I. Asapart of the educational work of
the 8.P.C.A. the Committee of the Society
recommend the offer of medals, for the best
Esgsays on the ‘Duty of Kindnessto Ani-
mals * to the public schoolsin the Presidency
of Madras, thus—

(1) Two gold medals for the best Essays
. HEnglishe—one written ly a student
of any college and the other by a student of
any high school in the Madras Presidency
(boy or girl). B
(2) Two silver medals for the best
Vernacular Essays written by a student (boy
or girl), in any school in the Madras Presi-
dency. The rules of the competition and the
method of judging shall be left to the
Committee of the S.P.C.A.
Object,

II. The object of the Society in organiz-
ing these prize competitions is to instruct
the minds and educate the hearts of the
school-going population in their duties
towards animals generally. The composition
and compilation of an essay cannot be
accomplished without reading and thinking
and without some conversation on the
subject with the members of the writer’s
family. The process will therefore he fay
reaching and tend to awaken interest in
animals as well as to remove ignorance which
is & parent of cruelty. '

Condition of Competition,

IIL. Subject to alterations by the ¢
g;littee o(fi_t;.he S.P.C.A., from ting,e to ti?zi
foﬁovsst:);t\ons of competition shall be ag

(1) The essays shall he conci
sf;halll consist of not more than twentysetl?iré(ll(
_Toolscap pages written clearl '

(ho pand irly on one side of
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(2) The competitors for medals for
English Iigsays shali be students of colleges
and high schools either for boys or girls.

The competitors for the Vernacular Essays .

shall be pupils of boys’ or girls’ schools.
(3) Thnese Egsays shall be written by

the competitors themselves without assis-

tance from anybody and must be submitted
with the signature of the writers to the
Principals or Heads of the Institutions to
which they belong.

(4) The Xssays shall be examined
by Judges appointed by the S.P.C.A. Com-
mittes, and the most successful competitors
shall ke entitled to receive the Society’'s
medals at its annual meeting.

(95) In the Institution competing for
pre-eminence, no other suggestion or help
shall be offered to their pupils by the teachers
beyond the following divisions of topics :—

(¢) The meaning of the words
¢ Cruelty to Animals’;

(b) The difference between taking
the lives of animals and cruelty with illus-
trative example ;

(¢) The reasons for not mutilating
cruelly the bodies of horses, bullocks, cows
and calves for the purpose of conforming to
fashion ; _

(4) The reason for or against wearing
feathers or bodies of birds for ornamenting
caps, bonnets, dresses and the like which
cannot be supplied without cruelty ;

(¢) Why no pain should be caused to
animals but they should be made happy;
and in what way this would tend to our
happiness and the formation of & nanly and
human character.

6) The names of winners of the
medals shall be announced in the annual
reports of the S.P.C.A. and published in the
newspapers, together with the names of the
achools whose heads have co-operated with
the Committee in the noble work of instilling
principles of kindness in the minds of
gcholars and encouraging the practice of
mercy and justice to a.}l living creatures in
and out of school premises. .

(7) No competitor will be entitled to
the return of his or her essay.

N.B.—All communications on the subject
of Prize Competitions shall be addressed to
the Honorary Secretary fo the S.P.C.A,
Vepery, Madras:

A Plea for the DonKkey

One of man’'s best helpers

Perhaps there is no animal so thoroughly-

misunderstood as the d;gnkey. His very

. ¥
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name has become a term of reproach, which
Is undeserved and comes from our own
ignorance of his real character. It is a fact
that he is one of man’s best helpers,

To many, the donkey is simply an animal
which stands on four legs and pulls heavy
loads. They do not seem to realize that a
donkey feals hunger and thirst, heat and
cold *as we do, and i3 made either happy
or miserable by the treatment he receives.

. No other animal will do such hard thankless
jobs day after day as a donkey and is so
poorly repaid for what he does. His lot—
while with us—is one of hard work and no
pay. '

if children at school ean be madw to under-

_stand how it is just and noble to be humane

even to what we term inferior animals, it
will do much to give them a higher character
and tone through life. Try kindness. It
pays. .

Parents and teachers have here a great op-
porbunity of moulding the character of a child
by awakening the imagination—a basis of
sympathy—or touching the chord of pity by
pomting out to the child the wonderful
similarity in suffering between human beings
and animals. And how many of us take.the
opportunity ? Don’t we rather ignore it by
providing a child with such toys as whips,
guns and swords.

There is no surer way to teach a child o
be unselfish and thoughtful for others than to
make him considerate of the feelings of his
pets ; yeb this fact often seems to be utterly
logh sight of in the training of many children.

BHAGAT RAM, SECRETARY,

Animals’ Friend Society, Ferozepore Cantt.
To His Excellency, .

The _Right Hon’ble Frederick John

Napier Thesiger Baron Chelmsford,

P.C.G., M.Sl, GMLE. GCM.

G.C.B.E,,
Viceroy and Governor-General of India
The humble, memorial of Purshotam-
das Thakurdas, c.ie., M.B.E., Merchant,
Bombay, Additional Member of the Bombay
Legislative Council, Sheriff of Bombay, &
Trustee of the Cow Protection Society and a
member of the Bombay #umanitarian
League. *
May 17 Prease Your ExCELLENCY—
On behalf gl ttwaibi

at a public Jag
joint aul ;
Ijes, atid
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94th of August 1920, under the chg.ir_ma.n-
ship of Your Excellency’s mermorialist, I
bave the honour to approach Your Excellency
in terms of the Resolution (noted :margi-
nally), passed thereat protesting against the
proposed up-to-date Slaughter-House at
Ratona in the district of Saugor in the
Central Provinces and requesting Your Ex-
cellancy’s Government to take adequate steps
for the protection and improvement of the
cattle-wealth of the country such as pasbu-
rage, storage of fodder, breeding of cabtle,
starting of Veterinary Dispensaries in rural
areas, regular medical inspection, preparation
of statistics, prohibition of unrestricted ex-
port and indiscriminate slaughter of milch
and agricultural cattle.

Sentiment, Your Excellency is undoubted-
ly aware, is very strong and pro.ounced,
especially in the Hindu community, against
the proposed slaughter-house at Ratona and
there has been most emphatic and unequi-
vocal protest from all over India against its
construction. In response to this wide-
spread protest, the scheme has been very
judiciously put off by the Central Provinces
Government, but it has raised certain funda-
mental issues on the question of cattle-wealth
of the country, preservation and improve-
ment of which, Your Excellency will admit,
i3 a State necessity. .

Much has already been said bofh in the
press and the platform against the proposed
slaughter-house at Ratona and Your Kxcel-
lency’s ymemorialist, in view of the wise
decision of the Government of C. P. to put
it off pending enquiry, does not mean to
dwell at length on the subject. Ever since
the start of indiseriminate slaughter of cattle
in the Saugor District for trade purposes,
public opinion in the C. P. has been viewing
it with great abhorrence and disapproval,
but could not, for various reasons, make
itself heard. The question of indiscriminate
slaughter of mileh and agricultural cattle was
threshed out at the Central Provinces
Conference in May last and a protest was
lodged with the Local Government against
such malpractices.

The matter, however, was brought to a
head, wher, curiously enough, the Central
Provinces Government toek under its wing
Messrs. Davenport & Co., of Calcutta and
proposed to construct an up-to-date slaughter-

ouse, for trade purposes with remarkable
concessions in its favour. The-universal out-
ory against it must have been brought to the

notiee of the various provincial Governments
JOY100,

and the imperial Government will be pleased
to make a {ull enquiry as to the economic
aspect of any such step in any province of
India in future. And such an enquiry wonld
show the traditional British consideration
for the economic interest and sentiment of
the people before any provincial Government
takes any similar step, which may jeopardise
the interest and outrage the feeling of the
vast majority of people in the country.

India- is, essentially, an agricultural
country, and, in the staple diet of an over-
whelming majority of its population, milk-
products have a very large ana important
place. It will, therefore, be admitted on all
hands that milch and agricultural cattle are
very important and valuable economic assets,
which must be husbanded, augmented and
improved in the interest of the premier
industry of the country and the well-being
of its inhabitants. In spite of important and
useful work carried out by Government at
some cattle-farms, the work, on the whole,
cannot be sald to have been on anything
like the scale necessary for India's large
number of cattle.

The question of high prices of milk and
ghee has been before the public and the
Government for some time now. It is diffi-
culb o assert what percentage of the present
high prices of these articles is due to the
world-wide wave of high prices, and, what
percentage can be apportioned to the lower
quality of mileh cattle and the decreasing
number of the same. There has been, for
ingtance, a great out-cry lately in the
Bombay Presidency regarding the work of
dairips, especially in Gujarat. There are
twenty-eight dairies in Gujarat and sixty
oreameries. The annual outturns from these
go into a million pouunds of butter and about
one lakh pounds of milk powder. The popu-
lar out-cry against these dairies has been
very decisive. '

Rent-free land for pasturage bas been an
institution in India from time immemorial
inaugurated by the Hindu Kings. The
institution is generally dying out owing to
various needs, which have made the interegt
of cattle totally subservient to other demands
of civilization. This is an economic i8sue, to
which Your Excellercy’s Government may
with great benefit, instruct local Boards and,
Municipalities and Panchayats all over Indig
to give due consideration.

Successive famines of more or less intensit
have caused a serious depreciation in the

stock of cattle and deteriorated thm
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and these have re-acted both on the available | lump sum in cash at o iime, the temptation
agricultural resources and on the prices of | for which outweighs all obh’er considell)-a,tior,s
milk and dairy food, which are consistently | with them. Hence the need for protective
going up and affecting important articles of | measures by the State to safe Il),ard th
the people’s staple food, while such famines | interest of the country. Your I‘lgcelle , 10
have, in no small degree, inflated the export | memorialist is very veliably infornled~tr}llc{.s
figures of raw hide, bonemeal and other by- | few Municipal budies in Indig have sto a 3
products. Hence comes the question of | the indiscriminate slaughter of dr gl};e
fodder storage by the Governments of the | and pregnant cattle and have takeny: 2' cng
different provinces. ~ The question was | tionery measures by appointing lt)la,eiig‘u(i
rvaised by Your Ixcellency’s memorialist to | Veterinary Surgeons for proper in;l o e
Lord Sydenham’s Government, which referred | Similar protective measures are an Fm .
the matter to the three Divisional Comnyps- | tive necessity in all areas. The prohibgg{:-
sioners of the Bombay Presidency, who, ab | of such indiscriminate destruction can bn
the time, unfortunately opened that storage | certainly materialized without in any wa.c
of fodder in famine areas is impracticable | affecting the supply of meat for those whyo
and unbusinegs-like. Stnee then, Your | are used to that dict, and in suggesting this
Excellency’s Government has made useful | prohibition it 1s not Your EXCeUebnc S
experiments, in matters of fodder supply in | Memorialist’s intention that the suppl yof
famine areas. The military needs of fodder | such meat should in any way suffer Py

in the last war have been successfully met ;| For these economic considerati‘ons and
by extensive fodder operations by Your | various other urgent needs, such ag ;-
Excellency's Government and there is cer- (@) better breeding of cattle ;

tuinly no reason why fodder storage by the (b) openiag ofveterinary dispensaries in
State cannot be made at least self-paying, if important aveas ;

not, actually remunerative, under proper (¢) seasonal medical inspection of
supervision, apart frow it8 usefulness to the | catbtle, dairies and oreameries
agricultural classes in case of emergency. ! (d) preservation and maintenance of
The large quantity of useful fodder exported dry-cattle ;

from [ndia from 1914 onwardsis a convine- | (¢} preparation of statistics ;’

ing proof of India’s capacity to provide all (/) examination of the existing Pinjra-

the fodder required for areas when the culti-
vator, out of greed, does not grow fodder, hut
grows what is called mouey crops.

Your Excellency is no doubt aware thab
public mind 1n India has been very much
oxercised over these vital problems and s the cattle-wealth of the country
opinion has been sufficiently vocal against | can be improved and augmented.
the yearly increasing export of the country’s - Your Excellency’s Memorialist humbly
best cabfle by foreigners. In view of the | begs to pray, on behalf of the citizens of
feared existing deﬁ(}iency to meel the [ Bombay, that the Governmenb of India will
country’s needs both for food and agri-| be pleased to appoint as early as possible a
culbural purposes, Your Excellency's Govern- { representalive Comimission of Knquiry, con-
ment will be pleased to inlervene and impose \ sisbing of agricultural experts, ecomomists,
healthy restrictions on such export which | veterinary surgeons, and, recognized leading
will very materially help the people in times | men fo represent non-official opinion, for
of national scarcity. ) submitting a full and comprehensive report

There is a strong case against indiscrimi- | 0P the situation to Your Excellency’s
nate slaughter of mileh and agricultural | (FOVernment.
cattle, both from ecconomic and sentimental | [ respectfully beg to subseribe myself,
standpoints. The existing unchecked ex- | Your Excellency’'s most obedient servant.
port of raw hides, bones and other by-pro- l Bomnay,
duets for trade purposes is indirectly incen- ? October 16, 1920.

poles and cow protection societies
and the scope of their activities
and the results they have so far
achieved with a view to their
improvement, and how, in short,

tive to indiscriminate slaughter, as the | The MadrasS. P.C. A. Prize Essay
ignovant agricultural classes cannot gauge

the slow bub substantial utility of having a | Competition for 1920, , '
milch cow or a bullock, calf or a bnffalo,| The subject for this year’s Prize Essay
when butchers and their middlemen offer a | Competition is * The duty of kindness to

!
B S

animals as inculcated by the different

religions of the worid,” Two gold medals -

will be awarded—one for the best Essay in

English, written by a student (boy or girl) of -
any college and the other by a student (boy .
or girl) of any high school in the Presidency
(including Mysore), and two silver medals for |

the two best Vernacular Essays written by a
student (boy or girl) in any school in the
Presidency (including Mysore). The Essays
ought to be sent so as to reach the Honorary
Secretary, on or before 1st February 1921,

The rules of the competition will be found
above.

M. A. TIRUNARAYANA CHARI,
Honorary Secretary.
Car gdapenr GLT el
(Al rights reserved).
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HOW TO STOP CRUELTY

\When a person witnesses an ach of cruelty there are two courses of
procedure open.  Bither the humane sympathizer can directly command
the offender to desist, or can ask police interference when an officer can be
found. Mhe first step should be to explain and reason, where such a
course 1s possible, with the offender. There are few persons who have
no spark of kindness in their breasts. A reasonable appeal for humanity

usually meets with success.

Most cruclty is the result of passion, a wrong training or heedless-

C S _SC_APT_NC_ TN X

noss. Tt is usually better to convince persons that their course is-wrong
and unjustifiable thau to scek to terrorize them by innediate appeal to
the law and the threat of severe punishment. Il a remonstrance is made
in a kindly and friendly spirit it will commonly win prompt compliance
and sceurc velicf.  We believe that it is better to win a culprit’s humane

conversion, than to secure severe punishment.
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