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TIT-BITS OF ANIMAL LIFE

A QUARTERLY ADVOCATE OF HUMANITY FOR SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES
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SUITING THE LOAD TO THE HORSE
A Vajuable Discussion of the Subject

vehicle from a stand still, ave many and well
known to the veterinary profession. They do
. not always manifest themselves at once ; they
3 ‘\)\fy Over m?:d‘?{go‘a'rm\' may appear many months later, or so gradually
By Wrirpiax i3, HO _ that no particular attention is paid to them
Genoral Manager, American Socely Jor $he  until 1t 1s too late to apply treatment,

Prevention of Craelty to Animals [t is an easy mutter to overload. The in-
"Pris subject of overlowding iy an ol atelmuch. centive fa geb through quickly, and make as
Jiscussed one. Ask any half-dozen men - few {rips as possible, oftn prompts drivers to

Jaymen, horse-nen ov humane workers—to  load too heavily. The danger tn this 18 in
define an overload, ov the weight that o horse  vuintag the constituiion of ambitious horses ox
shoull be able to draw, und you will probably makiing them balky. Very few hotses are natur-
pot as many different veplies. The question ally balky ; they generally acquire this nggra-
is an impossible one t6 answer in dimensions  vating habit through the fauls of thoge handl-
or weipht.  We all know thas sowme horses can g them, ‘ .
pull muaeh more than othevs of apparent equal - tHave we given too much consideration to
welght amd build; we have the opinions of the driver and owner, and not enough to the
various authovities that a horse of a certain hiovse, when we have excused the condition of
\\'eigbt‘ 15 Q;LP;Lb}e of dm,wing a certain load 21 animal that 1\ﬂ$ become exh&ustﬁd 1[} "'P';\‘_
under ideal conditions, of streets and weather. ling # moderate-sized foad over siippery, or
But we are not, generally speaking, dealing . rough, vr npeven pavements, on trl.le ground
with tlead weather condibions, and no expert, (hat under pormal 1:()1_1(11blons the weight would
or any number of CXPBI‘@S, can say whad s the not he an O\’Ol’{()ud ? Have we stoad too much
limit of strength or endurance of any horse , oB te so-called nghts of the owners, and
simply by knowing its weight. Hovses, like  vonilonad the otlense on the supposition that
men, are of diffecent ages, consbitutions, tem-  the stooning, suffering and exhaustion of the
peraments, and  degrees of strength. One auvual was due to sticet and weather con-
horse, justlike one man, myy be twice as tough, dittons vathey ﬂmn to over}oadmg}, . )
gwice as sirong, as another of precisely the Must an animal be worked until it Lreaks a
eano weight. Llow, then, are e to determine  blood vessol, ov dvops dead, before the law
when a horse is overloaded ? The very hest ‘akes cognizance ? Is the horse fo be strainedy
evidence possible, the best that any court can ot worked o the full limib of its strength before
ask or obtain, is the evidence of the horse it- @ such straining or working becoxx)es cruelty ?
galf. The sigos of over-work are as visible and Cruelty begins very far shott of tasking the
evident in the horse as in the man, and it | extrema strength of an ammzq.
does not take an expsrt to detect them, nor Tha owne Is, of conrse, entitled to receive
Joes it take au expert to tell when a horse is | falrness wnd justice at our hands; but our
being unduly strained, say in pulling a load " first duty is to the animal ; it 1s a sacred duby
out of n street excavation. imposed on us hy reason of the office we hold,

The time has passed when we should be aud a mandatory duty imposed on vs by law.
compelled to prove in court, by the evidence The vights of the owners are protected by the
of so-called experts, that a horse is overloaded | statutes the sume as our dnties are enjoined
in an exast namber of pmmds. ‘ on us ‘I)y law. . N

The injurious effects of overloading, and the 1t is & ratiooal proposition that pave-
injuries resultiog from starting a heavily-loaded | ment and street and weather conditions are
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reasonably within the knowledge of drivers |

before overloading, and if vehicles ave loaded
without regard fo the prevailing conditions,and
the anim4ls are unable to pull the loads,because
the weight is heyond their strength, or be-
cause of depressions in the roadway, or hecaise
of slippery pavement surfaces, the animals are
overloaded in violation of law,

If, as the courts have held, a diiver who
knows of & danyerous obstruction in the strect
and drives by, notwithstanding, and lis horse
is frightened and runs away,—If such a driver
is guilty of contribntory negligence, does not
the same rule apply in respect to n horse drasw-
ing a loaded vehicle, where the driver had
knowledge of the dungerous obslruction he
had to encounter and overcome, and who
nevertheless proceeds with the usual load and
causes his horse to gxert its strength beyond
ordinary orv reasonable limits to wccomplish
what is obviously an excessive ov impossille
task ? Such a driver should not be excused
because the load was one that nnder ovdinavy
conditions the horse could have moved with-
out much effort.

After a horse has pulled his load out of a
street excavation, exerting in the effort every
ounce of his great strength, he invariably is
compelled to proceed with the load without a
breathing spell, though he may be in a con-
ditidn of exhaustion equal to that cavsed by

geveral mitles of hard pniling on a smocth’

road. Flis recuperative powers may Legreater,
but he is not giv.en an opportunity to re-
cuperate. His nervous system is badly shock-
ed, and when an inexperienced and brutal
driver aggravates the condition by a free use
of the whip, the suffering gf the ﬂ-nmjul is
increased, a good disposition is changed into a
vicious one, and permanent suffering and in-
jury result.

The traffic regulations that have come into
force in our cities in more recent years have
also added considerably fto the hardships of
the horse. The constant stopping and starting
of loads, often on slippery streets, or on
ascents or descents, and sometimes, nec?gsi%rﬂy’
in excavations in the pavements, isf very
wearing on horses and often requires of them
their ubmost strength. When the block is
opened traffic is expect_ed to move rapidly, and
drivers impatiently and none too gently urge
their animals forward at unusual speed, re-
gulting in & wild scramble, frantically pawing
hoofs that cannot find a foothold, and nervous
excitement and muscular exertion that cause

pain, fear and injury.

- All drivers and all owners know that these
conditions exist and just what will happen if
the load is too.heavy. Even with u small
load, or no load at all, ofien, the plight of the
horse will be bad enough, but it is & reasonable
conclusion and one weil within the knowledge
of all, that the heavier the load the greater
the strain and possible mjury will Le,

Yeb in spite of all these glaving facts, over-
loading still goes o, everywheve. Iiducational
means do not seem to have accomplished very
much in lessening the offence.  Only the
strong wrm of the law will do it. The only
way to stop overloading 1s to stop it. A few
arrests and convictions will do move Lo put an
end to this ancient abuse than anything else ;
and if the owner can be made a party to the
~rime and  hrought into court, guick resulls
wiil follow.

‘A warniug has also been priuted in cireular
form and distributed by our agents to drivers,
and this w:u'ning;, has had o marked etfect.
{1 is as follows s

Section 185 of the Penul Law of the State of New
York provides that ‘A person who * * * overloads,
OF Ccauscs, procures or permits an animal to be over-
loaded,’ is guilty of ainisdenieanor. A misdemeanor
i3 punishable by imprisonment in a penitentiary or
county jail for not more than one year, or by a fine
of not more than five hundred dollais, or both.

A horse is overloaded when it cannot pull the
load, or when to pull the load requires an exertion
of ull its strengih to the point of exhaustion, or
when by long continued pulling its strength wanes
and exhaustion ensues.

When a howse is compelled to pull a heavily load-
od vehicle up a hill or rise cf ground, or over a
streteh of soft voad, or over uncven pavements, or
over slippery pavements 6n which it cannot gbtain
a footing, and as a result the animal becomes ox-
hausted, or is required to dxert cxcessive strength,

that horse is then overloaded within the mcaning
of the statute.

The agents of the American Society for the Lre-
vention of ruelly to Animals are uuder orders to
make arrests in these cases.

THE ARMY MULE CONQUERS

The American mule, now doing his *bit’
and doing it well, in battle-vent Ilanders,
has won appreciation and praice from Tommy
Atkins and Tommy's superiors. A covre-
spondent of the New York Swn, writing from
the British front, describes him in the follow-
Ing manner :

In warm winter coat, with long, inquisitive
ears flopping back and forth, he marches up
among the roaring guns with a steady non-
chalance that lends confidence and faith to the
fighting men who depend so much upon him.

‘A most magnificent creature,” replied &
British  brigadier, when the correspondent
asked hig opinion of the American mule.

«And he has a much better character than |
is generally given him, He is somewhat like |
a camel in that respect. Most persons cry |
down and berate the poor old.cumel, but, once !
you get to know him, he is much to be ad- |
mired. The mule bas some ways with him |
that the British Tommy didu’t quite appre- !
ciate at first; but now that they ave better |
acquainted and have formed a sort of entente !
cordiale, the two have the utmost vespect for |
r
l
|
|
!
1

each other, and “carry on” at the front with
complete understanding and effectiveness.

«The mule had his supreme test on this
front in the battle of the Somme. There were
days and nights of unceasing labor and short
rations. The strain was coustant and terrific. |
In ratio to the number employed, six horses |
suecumbed wheve a single mule gave way. ;

«The horse, of course, is of finer fibre and |
is far more sensitive. [f he stumbles into o |
shell hole filled with water he will strive and '
struggle to get out until he actually dies of
a broken heart. Not so the mule. He has
no imagination and not muth of an outlook |
on life. He calmly and philosophically lies |
in the shell hole until some one comes along |
and hauls him out.

Because he is generally civil and goes to |
sleep sometimes just abaft of a howling nine-
inch gun, it must not be supposed that the
American mule hag lost all his old craft and !
mulish cunning. At one of the hospitals there |
is a sulphur ‘dip,’ or bath. Most of the;
horses will plunge in over their heads and
swim through, getting the full benefit of the |
disinfection. But Mr. Mule is too suspicious |
to take such chances. He is drawn in with |
great reluctance and holds his head high abhove
the yellowliquid. One old mule went through
gix times one day, but not once did he get
hig head wet until fhe soldiers resorted to
sponges.— Youth's Companion.

ARMY OF CATS,
500,000 sTRONG.
TreikR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE WAR.
That Old Street Police case concerning bivds
and cals, reported sometime ago in the Dasly
Chronicle, leads to some curious war

revelations.

There is one thing & cat hates more than
she hates dogs, and that is—gas. One whiff of
poison scented from the other gas side of. No
Man's Land before mere man has got an ink-
ling that it is coming, and up goes her back,
her fur stands on end, and she begins to whine
her displeasure.

Tit-Bits of Anima_l Life. 3

Who it was who first discovered this aver-
sion remains a mystery, but rumour has it
that was some one in the War Office. The
Kuaiser probably knew it all along, and that
may have been the reason for his announced
decision to mobilise every cat and dog i the
German Empire, But however that may be
our War Lords discovered it too, and defer-
mined to put the discovery to the best use.
So they extended the Military Service Acts
to the cats. :

The stray cats of England--and there are
many of them as is shown by the fact that
the R.BS.PCA., painlessly destroy over
30,000 every year--received their first calling
up notice a couple of years ago. It appeare
in the form of an advertisement : « Common

. eats wanted—any numbey,” which was pub-

lished in the newspapers, Thereafter was a
seafch for cals of all descriptions.

The contract for the supply of pussy to the
Army was secured by Mr. Char es Haxrls, a bird
dealer of Bethnal Greenroad, and cats of all
sorts soponbegan to pourinto his establishment.

Mr. Harris told a Daily Chronicle, repre-
sentative that he had no idea what the cats
were wanted for. He was only ordered to
supply them. Every now and then a big

. ¢ W. DD." lory would draw up outside his

establishment dnd drive away with .a cargo
cats for the front. In the last two years, he
said, he had supplied about half-a millioneaty
to the Army. . P

From other sources the Daily Chronicle,
learned of the cats’ value as a, gas detecter :
but that was not pussy’s only sphere of
usefulness in the trenches—English Paper.

News and Notes.
The Madras S,R.C.A.

Obituary~—'1he Committee regret to
record the death of Mr. T. Coorathalwar
Chetty who was a member of the Execu-
tive Committee of the Society for several
years. ‘

Donutions—In response to the special
appeals sent to the leading firms of
Madras soliciting contributions in aid of
the Saciety’s Funds, the Carnatic Mills,
the Buckingham Mills and Messrs. Binny
& Co., sent donations of Rs. 100 each,
Messrs. McDowell & Co. Rs. 50 and
Messrs. Parry & Co. Rs. 25 A sum of
Rs. 240 was also received from the
Court of Wards being the contributions
of the Wards. The Committee are very
grateful for the above donations.
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