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THE FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING
OF THR

MYTHIC SOCIETY
Hcld at Bangalore on August 30, 1915

His HIGHWE%S THE YUVARAJA oF Mysore, G.C.I.E., was in the Chair.

He was supported on the platform by the Hon'ble Colonel Sir Hugh
Daly, K.C.1.E,, C.S.I.,, British Resident in Mysore, Sir Leslie Miller, Kt.,
Mr. P. B. VVarbuzton, M.A., 1.C.S, and the Rev. A. M. Tabard, M A

M.R.A.S.
The proceedings opened with the Chairman calling upon the Secretary, )
Mr. F. R. Sell, ma,, to read the Report. / ’ ,
= ' THE REPORT T

*The year under rexjew has been eminently satisfactory. Our membership—11
Honorary, 115 resident and 144 mofussil members—though short of our expectatious,
shows that the Mythxc Society continues to enlist the sympathies oj a large intel-
lectual elite. Yot there are still in Bangalore and the Mysore Brovibee a nurdber of
gontlemen whose names we are very anxious to see on our rolls as & would be a
source of intense gratification to us tc feel that our Society has the*practical good
will of all interested in and proud of Mysore!

Our success in Bangalore and Mysore we attribute to the gympathies His
Highness the Maharaja, His Highness the Yuvaraja, the other members of the Royal
Mysore cE;;mily, the Honourable the British Resident and the Mjysore Durbar have
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always so kindly shown towards the Society. We are happy to avail ourselves of
this opportunity to beg them to accept the expression of our heartfelt gratitude. -

Outside Mysore the Mythic Society is perhaps not as well known as it might ba.
We should welcome members and contributions from the whole of Southern India
and we rely on our present memberssto help us to realize that ideal. *

Eight meetings have been held during the course of the year, a new feature of
which hag been lively and instructive discussions bearing on the paper read at the
meeting. In this connexion we may be Jermitted to remind tha resident members
that a large audience is an encouragement for the lecturer, renders the discussion

mora interesting and throws more light on the subject of the lecture. It is feared ‘

that too many members are content with reading th¥ papers in our journal, forget-
ting that by not attending the meetings Yoy logs the chance of taking part in the
discussion which often is a necessary complement of the paper. Each resident
member is expected to do something €or the welfare of the Society, to make it more
widely known, to proégse new mémbers for election, to contribute papers and
articles, or get his friends to,do so, and if he has no time or inclination to do more,
ab least to encourage Lecturers b regular attendance at the meetings. ‘
Mr. A. V. Rdmanathan, B,A., one of our Branch Secretaries, has arrang
interesting programme for the caming sessidn.
Our finances, as t»h‘e'sta.tement of the Treasurer of the Society will show, are on
a gound footing—thanks this year to the princely donation of Rs. 1,000 made by His
Higbness the Yuvaraja towards our funds. The only regrettable feature is the
amount of subscriptions due which total up to over Rs. 500, rather a large outstand-
ing for a Society like ours, but we trust that this reminder will be sufficient to bring
in ali the arrears of subscriptions, ' y

One of our former Joint Secretaries, Mr. S. Krishnasawmy Aiyangar, m.4.,
M.R.A.8., has taken up the chair of Professor of Indian History and Aachxology in the
Madras University, but we have asked him to continue his interest in the Society by
editing our journal which ba has kindly consented to do and our former editor, Mr.
F. B. Sgl}, m.4,, hag acted in his place as Joint Secretary, '

The Mysora Durbar have taken into favourable consideration the question of a
habitation for the Society, and we have every hope that our next General Meeting
will be beld in a Hall of our own. An application has been made to the .Imperial
Government for a free gift to the Society of all the Government publications bearing._

od for an

on the History and Archmology of India. Our application has beon kindly -

recommeaded by the* Honourabls the British Resident,%#nd we trush thab it
will be gran¥ed, helping us thereby to form the nucleus of a Library for the Mythic
Society.”

- ‘ ; 2]
A The New Year's #tonours List contained the names of one of our Honorary
Presidents, His 2{

ighness the Yuvaraja of Mysore and of our working President. We
know that those Honours have been conferred for services to the Empire biif a2 both
are intimately” connected with our Soclety we beg to be permitted, :in our humbl/
pphere, to offer ¢hem once more our heartiest congratulations with the hope that
wm&?eﬁg long to enjoy the well merited Honours conferred upon them by His

osmwsﬁh_{ajmt)‘r the King-Emperor. . !
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In conclusion we are happy to record the expreslsllc;n th our E;at;iid;an :;incs
i s who during the year have helped to ma g
oturers and contributors who 0g / ‘
'Led our journal as suecessful and as instructive as bpth have lc‘>een. C pevort as
* The Rev. A. M. Tabard, ».A., M.R.AS8., moved the adoption of the hep
1) - . .
_ ' .o . . v

fouo;‘f;;lm,am gamms,—My first duty %his evening, duty which it gw;s meTtsiZ
reatest pleasure to perform, is to welcome Your ng?mess' to ox.:xr mse mgb.iCh bis
ievgv proof of your praetical interest in the l\[\thlc So;netyhmPan.éloxzourd‘;embets
i i ncouragement for the President an .

deeply appreciate and also a procious en gem i A mombers,

i Y i 1l give, we fcel certain, an P
Hichness’ presence here this evenyig wi , réad impet
2202; Sgciety arljd further, more Tspecially in Mysore, the work the Society bas
itself to do. . / . - '
e ltﬁsleuva,:aja. Sahib: Sir Hugh Daly, Ladies and Gentlemen,—-—Th: Sec1efmrys
»Report, you will all agree with me, is, like the work it purports to review, eminent-
L] ) B .

v sa‘;};?;fg;%ership of the Society is not yet what we expect t'o make it, but, as 1t
increases steadily year after year, it is ogly a qudstion o'f pafleilc;.for ;1; t(;;f)elilz:
among our members all those, who at leafsf: in Mysore, grodnterested 1n the obj
. ‘ ..
° bh?msxfecge;g;ms of ths Report are sure to be a source of gratiﬁcfatic.rn to the
members; Our flourishing financial situation and the ~1.10p.e tha.t., by thllgs time ;aezg
-gar, we shall have a Hall of our own, and that a begl.nmng will %mve een ma
. "de the Socieby with a suitable Library. T take this opportunity tf) thank once
1;;2:; the Royal House of Mysore, the Honourable the Bx:it'ish Re:j:xdent, and the
Mysore Durbar for the help they have given and are givingusin thoses three
dlﬁer:;l ta.dg::;lgoc';sg.mtitude the Society will continue to devolea large part of ils
i Mysore. .
energAl:st}zz gngs;}zgzsf;egting, if you remember, I made an appeal i;l favour ?f
Southern India, and expressed the opinion that if we want to know India, thf?Izz;i:;:
of the Hindus I mean, it is in the study of the south, that we must look Zr :
krowledge and even then no timo is to be lost. The north has underdgone t_]c :m:is3
for nearly one thousand years, whilst the south, as fatr ag- manners an ;u; ~On‘]s£ °
concerned, is still practically the same, though gver?in the south & Dew dn hl;% tlS ';1
Lé‘c)-ming into existence. But in spite of changes, .a.rchs'seol gical an ‘ Asl ?xu
researches, in a setting mbre a.pproprIiage to fth;);a studies, will be able to reyeal to ug,
ertain extent, the real India of old.
N lei\?:,rt;:vi(;g dozvn my appeal this year I make it in favour of the? g Ady of Myic;re,
the land we live in and the land we 2ll lo.ve, for, apar? from sﬁntxmf Za.\l c;;sxt :r-
ations, Mysore has distinet claims on the interest of the s.tudent of )nt hlar;> Ol'si sczs,
Archaelogy and Philosophy as she is in some respects unique among the F'rov
of Iﬂﬁia;roof of this 2ssertion, which we all know is true, but whiqh ty onle; , “;lm 'd?ﬁ:’
not know Mysore, might savour of exaggeration, let me quote Mr. L. .}f:u in his.
preface ta the second edition of the Qazetteer of Mysors.
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¢If there be any truth in the observation that small countries with diversified
and distinctive physical characteristics have played the greatest part in the world’s

bistory, and given rise to its most distinguished men—Greece, Palestine, England *

and others being quoted as instances,—Mysore, it seems to me, may fairly elaim a
place in the category. Not only daes she abound in the picturesqud features of lofty
mounthins and primeval forests, of noblg rivers and mighty ecataracts, but—to
mention only a few of the products specxally pertaining to her—she yields by far
the most gold of any country in India, j:d her treasure in the past, carried off to the
north by Musalman invaders, may have found its way to Central Asia among the
spoils of Tartar hordes; she is the peculiaj home of the sandal and also of teak, a
special haunt of the elephant, rears a famous and Superior breed of horned cattle,
supplies as a staple food of her peoplespha nutrient grain of ragi, was the cradle in
India and is still the chief garden for coffee cultivation. Thus in every department

of the natural world she may clafm some pre-eminence. In the fine arts she hag -

produced marvellous gxamples of architecture and. sculpture. In relation to
humanity again she has begn to the two greatest Hindu reformers a home, for the
monastery of one, and an aswgluth to the other. Nearly every form of faith from
Buddhism and Jainism to,Jslam, has here had its day as she is now known as having
largely adepted and still strongly bolding a gpecial cult of native origin not conform-
ing to Brabminism, *The Malnad region of Mysore has been -the birthplace of
royal races dominant in the south—the Kadambas, the Hoysalas, and perhaps also
the Vijayanagar Sovereigns. In modern times, the greab general of the age, the
Iron Duke, learned in the Malnad and wilds of Mysore, no less than in the plaing of
the Decean, those lessons of warfare which enabled him to end the ambitious career
of the gubjugator of Europe, who once thought to make an ally of Mysore and to
conquer the East. Waterloo may in one sense have been won in thg playing fields
of Eton, but it was Mysore that contributed to develop the genius of the commander
who carrled the day.’ vl

These vsords were & revelation to me when I read them first and to them I
may confess I owe the love and admiration I have ever since felt for ‘\Tysore They
kave led me tosstudy Mysore, to explore Mysore and to become an enthusxashc
champion gf Mysore.

Had the talsnt beea given me or the time, it would have been the dleam of my
life to write a history of Mysord, for I believe that at the present stage a fairly
complete History of Mysore could be written. o

Unlike many othbr parts of India, Mysore has been sesoral times i in the course
of the last two thousand yoars ‘a self-contained and pretty well defined political
‘entity, with ingjgenous dynasties, a language, a literature and a style of architecture
of her own. L] i A

Leaving a.!lde the legendary period we find Mysore prominent at the dawn of
the History of’udla Whatever may be said for or against the Great Mauryan
Emperor, Chandragupta, abdicating toecome & Juin and coming to die at Sravana
Belgnla, we areson firmer historical, ground when we connect Mysore with Chan-
dragupta’s grandson, Asoka. Mysore may or may not be the Mahizsamandala
mentioned in his edxct but the fact that some of his inscriptions have been found in

>
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the Malkalmuru Taluk shows clearly that if Mysore was not actually a part of his
dominions it was at least, even in those early times, considered important enough for

[

*the Emperor to send missionaries to it and have some of his edicts engraved on

Mysore rocks.
The first indigenous dynasty in Mysore wese the I{adambas with their capital

at Banavasi in the Sorab Taluk. This,town must be of great antiquity as it is
mentioned by Ptolemy and also by the Mahawamsa which names it as one of the
places to whichi a thers was sent by Asoka. \

Next we have the'Gangas, the principal Jain Dynasty of the South, who ruled
over the greater part of Mysore irom, the beginning of the Christian Era fo the
beginning of the eleventh century with their principal capital at Talkad.

But before the Wodeyars, the dyhasty ‘which shed the most brilliant lustre on
Mysore, was that of ‘the Hoysalas. Essentially Mysorean, the Hoysalas Dynasty

scould take ibts place among the most glonoﬂs dynasties of Medizval India.
Dwarasamudra, now known as Halebid, if we ]udge by its Juins, must bave vied
with the proudest and wealthiest capitals in India. .

¥or several cenburies after the dlbappearance oé the Hoysalas, Mysore was
morged into the mighty Vijayanagar Emplre, with Vigereys at Seringapatam and
Mul bagal LI

The two centuries which followed the downfall of qutya.nagar saw the rise of
the Polegars, those giants whose strongholds and fortresses challenge at the present
day the admiration of the man enterprising enough to climb to their very summit.

It has been my good fortune to make the ascent of many of them and, to
mention only a fow of those eagles’ nests, at Maddagiri, Pavagada, Ootradroog,
Hulyadroog, I have paused to ask-myself what kind of men were those old Mysore-

-ans who could cpnceive and put into execution plans which would stagger architects
of the present day, Their history would form another most fascinating chapter of
the history of Mysore.

That interesting history would be continued through the Wodeyar dynasty,
the crowning glory of Mysore, the dynasty, which has made our present Mysqre the
model Native State in India.

Enough of material has been collected in the Epigraphia Carnatica, the Annual
Reports of the Mysore Arch®ological Department, in old manuscripts and in some
fﬂll wribten monographs to complle a continuous®history of this most interesting
province from the time of Asoka to that of our present reyered Maha.ra.]a, His
nghuess Krishna Raja *Wodeyar IV.

With chapters in bold relief on the Hoysala Princes, the VlJayanagar Vlceroys
the Polegars, the Mahomedan Sultans and the Mysore \Vodeya.r nedfies like those
of Vishnuvardhana, Kempe Gauda, Jaga Deva Raya, Chikka) Deve‘, Raja, would
emerge from obscurity and take the place which is due to them amgpg the heroes
famougrin Indian history.

Meanwhile the Mythie Society has ﬂathered some material which one day will
prove most useful to the historian of Mysore. Our Editor, Mr. S.%Krishnaswami
Aiyangar, M.A., F.R.HS., FALU,, in several essays has thrown more light on some
obscure pﬁriods of the Mysore history. The Rev. E. Y. Thompson, A, has

L=
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“

already given us several papers bearing on that subject and has promised us‘

another one for the coming session on the ¢ Siege of Bangalore,” Mr. C. Hayavadana

X ) -9 . o ; p i & -
Ra() B.A N B L 3 llas plep L[ed one on Some lace names 1n M SOle, the

Rev. F. Goodwill one on ¢ The Principal Polegars’ strongholds in the Province’ and
Mr. M. T.. Narasima Alyangar, BA,, M.R.As., one on ‘Melkote.» So. ag yo o
Mysora history has a large part in our programme for the corning year, sy
If now we come to religion we find that again Mysore holds oa, pro;ninent 1
At Sras.ia.na, Belagola we have one of {ie most illustrious seat of Jainism i FZ‘?G-
Buddhism seems to have been flourishing here too from the time of Asoka’s mission.
Ther? are ‘references in early Pali writings,to Buddhist schola.rshi‘ in K mlsiml? -
and inscriptions mention an important Buddhizt Matha down IZo 1090&ma "t
Balagami, the capital of the Banavasi country, o
Bu} i? is with the rise of the new Hinduism, when Buddhism was on the decli

and %({Ttter]llnf to its fall, t}mt Mysore is mors especially concerned oeeene

e all know tha} theve are three main system i - ith
the Hinduism of the prespnt day. The Advaiza.,‘th:]gfvali)::lzzgpgx}; %Siz??nctteg ‘."‘th.
a.l.l _ot.her sohogls founded on.tht Vedanta are each of them an off-sh Sf; s
dwxsxpu of one or the ofhqr of those threb main systems. Now it m:o e
surprise to many to hear.thataMysore or the Kanarese country has beeny ors tis .
any 'other part of Iddia, intimately associated with those three s s ﬁ)s’ mgrek .
chariar, the preacher of the Advaita had his Matha at Sringeri yR:mar; j a; ‘?’m-
the preacher of the Visishtadvaita, founded the Melkote Matga, ;nd th ];Jact s
taught first at Udipi in the Canarese country by Ma.dhvacha;iar : S:: I;m y twliLB
h:ius been the cradle of the present Indian religious thought .Mr 'N:rrm} a‘ha’
Aiycngar's paper on Melkote will bear on Sri Ramanuja’s soyst‘em of. hilcg)lss lmh .
My.sore bas also adopted and still largely retains the Lingayet form I?)f reﬁp' .
wb'm‘h was for centuries the religion of the Mysore and Coorge Rajas, a fonlf 101;
religion which would repay a deeper study than has hitheorto bee,n 5estowe?i

upon it.
- {;xtgdlsgard tq Hmdu. Architecture, Fergusson recognizes gix differeﬁé styles:
e Buddbist, Jaina, Himalayan, Indo-Aryan, Dravidian, and Chalukyan, and
gonsidery the one he mis-names ‘Chalukyan’ as the most perfect Wefl t,he S0
ca,'lclled gha.lukyan Style, is Mysorean, it is the style of the Hoysalas z.a.nd, if v;/e leawt;
:.ss; oe nt} z gorgeous and wonder2ul monuments of Mog.ul Architecture in the north, it
b a{elc:;ea:eez;ls;ioliz I::hﬁ;d the gems ?f Hindu Architecture. . ?» =
G gl an exls ' avant, who is a member%of our Socxeby,%Prt')fessor
. Jouveau-Du reu}l. has written the History of the Dravidian Architecture in the
extrpme So@. ‘ Might not some other member of the Society, Mr, R. Narasimachar
MA., th.e Offiger inJcharge of Archaological Researches in Mysore for instance ive,
us a\fé;stor%r‘oi the Ho;_'sa,la Architecture on the same lines as Professor D‘Ebréu?l?
o tef; Csﬁ.):;f;::;ogfi ::2; g 'My:ora are7f3?nd the largest stone statde in the
. omateswara 70 ft. in height at Sravana Belgola—
the Gersopp: Falls which though inferior to Niagara in® e ¢
f::le}:zh::(;e.d Fa.l}s of tl‘xe New World in height—the Kgola.r (l}nolc‘iroé‘?;?c;;,f:;eii?:s: lcl::
its kind in India, I.tbmk, I shall have made ow my point that Mysore ‘pccupies in
- ’ - -~
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India a place of real prominence and ought to be better known by the student
of India.

* ' Much indeed has been done in that direction: Wilks' History of Mysore and
Mr. L. Rice’s Works will always remain monuments to the greatness of Mysore.
Much continues to be done in the field of Ethnography by Mr. H. V. Nanjundiah,
C.LE., and of Archwmology and History by Mr. R. Narasimachar, a4, bub much
more remains to be done and I hope out'Society, in its humble sphere, will continue
to take its share in building up an enduring monument to the glory of Mysore.

The field is large and fertile. Whether it ba Mysore History, Mysore Archxology,

Mysore Architecture, or Mysore the cradle of the three principal systems of the
Vodanta or even the natural beautles of Mysore, I can promise the sympathetic
stadent of Mysore that his labours wil} be well repaid if he be conscious that he is
cortributing in making Mysore better known in India a8 well as in Burope.
»  Ithas already been pointed out that Mysorehad a share in Waterloo as having
been a training ground for Wellington. She will have a more glorious share still in
the coming final victory, of which we are all so completely cerfain, for to help to win
it she has not spared either her money or her blood. # '

Now, Ladies and Gentlemen, it oaly remains for mo to wish the Socisty
increaged prosperity, to express the hope that it will ajw'ayé be worthy of Mysore,
the land of its birth, and to 1 ,ve that the Report for 1914-15 be adopted.

In seconding the adoption of the Report Mr. Warburton remarked that ag
Father Tabard generally managed to exhaust any subject befors a meeting there was
really very little left for him to say. The financial state of the Society was a very
satisfactory feature, for their funds were better by Rs. 1,100 than last year,
mainly due to the generosity of His Highness the Maharaja and the Yuvaraja Sahib.
Ie raade an appgal to the members to increase their number, and, in referring to the
prospect of havinga habitation provided for themselves, he remarked that it was
up to them to advertise the attractions of the Society. He had much pleasure in
seconding the adoption of the report, which was then carried. .

In proposing the re-election of the Rev. Father Tabard to the Presidentship for
another year, Sir Leslie Miller made one of his very humorous speeches which was
punctuated with applause. The proposal he said was in the nature of a formality ;
it was in fact a superfluous proposition, For instance, if he (the speaker) were tb
propose any other member a3 Prosident, they wogld all say ‘we wanb Father
Tabards He would not therefore think of suggesting any other name so long as -
Fathet Tabard was willing fo occupy the President’s chair. I:®point of fact Father
Tabard might well adopt the words of one of the Kings of his country who, in
certain circumstance, had exclaimed ‘ The State? I am the Stats! * Similarly,
Father Tabard might well say: The Mythic Society ? I am ¢ thy My‘?hic Socidty !’
(Laughter). J

Nosother remarks were necessary to commend the resolution to?the meeting,
but there were a few reasons why Father Tabard should be re-elected. Firstly thers
was his fine patriarchal appearance. Sir Leslie ventured to think that Father Tabard
always had the learned look which fitted him for the position of President of a lear-
ned Socicty. No other eould fill the position with so much distinction (Applause).

-, -
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It was customary with many Societies when about to elect a new leader for
him to stand up and propound some plan of campaign or scheme of work, Father
Tabard had very cleverly done this in his farewell address. Having heard thag

learned and eloguent discourse, no one would be able to say that he was a mere

figurehead., On the other hand his energies as President were only equalled by his
persuasive tongue. And then there was the Society's Quarterly Journal which
provided stimulating literary refreshment not only for the learned authors them-
selves, bat also to Philistines like himself ! (Laughter.) Hig_(the President’s) was
also the duty of the principal heckler, to start discussions and drawout thelecturers,
and they all knew how well Father Tabard performed that part of his office. In a
word they would be doing by far the very best thing in re-electing Father Tabard,
(Applause.) ) N :

Dr. Achyuta Rao in seconding the motion also paid a wark tribute to the acti-
vities of the President. . ,

The proposal was carried unanimously. ,

Rao Bahadur M. Shama Rao, m.A., then proposed the following names for the
new Executive Committes for the ensuing year. He alluded briefly and pithily to
its composition and referred in passing to tthe good work of Mr. F.J. Rickards,
LC.S. On being seconded by the Rev. ‘F. Goodwill who also spoke a few well
chosen words, the me¥or® was carried nem con.

The Committee now consists of , - _

President—Rev. A, M, Tabard, M.A., M.R.A.S. ' ;

) Vice-Presidents—Mr. P. B. Warburton, I.C.S.; Sirdar M. Kantaraj Urs, cs1,
, B-A.; Justice Sir Leslie Miller, kT, LC.S.; Rao Babadur M. Shama Rao, wm.a. ;
Mr, F. J. Richards, n.a,, m.r.A8., 1.C.S. :
Editor—Mr, S. Erishnaswami Aiyangar, M.A., M.R.A.8., F.R. RIS
Honorary T'reasurer and Secretary—Mr, F. R. Sell, m.4. .
Assistant Treasurer and Secretary—Mr. K. Devanathachariar, B.A. 5
Branch Secretaries—~For Ethnology, Mr. C. Hayavadana Rau, B.A, B.L.; for
Histh_‘y, Mr. A. V. Ramanathan, B.a. ; for Religions, Mr. J. Kann, B.sc. 4!
Committee.—The above ex-officio, and Dr, P. S. Achyuta Rao, Messrs. P.
Sampat Aiyangar, m.a, R. N arasimhachar, m.4, mB.4s., E. P, Metealfe, B.8c, A. B,
Bull, K. Chandy, B.4,, 8. Shamanna, B.., and N. Madhava Rao, B.aA.

CHAIRMAN'S SPEECI. o

The Yuvaraja, wising amidst applause, then said :— . d T ‘

» Sm Huer Davy, LapiEs aND GENTLEMEN, —When I was asked to preside at this

evening's function, I'should confess, I felt not s little diffident in sccepting the invita-

tion,sboth fortiear of excluding from this chair a person better‘able to fill it than

wmysel fand ohdiscl¥sing my ignorance of the researches that the Society carries out,

and if I accepyed it, it was only owing to & sense of duby towards this Sociéty which

is trying to do? s0 much to unravel tq us the past glories of India and of Mysore in
particular {Applause). . o

- The Ropott shows us the satisfactory progress of the Society. Its work during

the past year hag been good and its membership not bad, - Its finances are sound and

-

T. 8., F.ALU.
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further it has every promise of entering on a more prosperous career this year with
an increased balance at its credit, with its own Ifall and its own lerary.. 1 am glad
*to state here that His Highness' Government will be able to place a suitable site at
the disposal of the Society for building its Hall (Great Appl.a,use).r

It is not gengrally interesting, or ati least I feel o, to listen to t‘he dry catalogue
of archeeological discoveries, but under such exponents of the Sclence.as Father

_ Tabard, you have seen how the results of these researches can be woven into c}'mrm-
ing and instructive narratives, The:Rev, Father Ta,'bard has traced for us the history
and greatness of Mysore under the various dynasbies a.nfl hfz.s shown in Myspre the
homes of the schools of Hindu philogophy and a distinctive style of arcb{’ﬁecture
second in India only tc the Moghule He has created for some of us a new interest
in Mysore; though we were vaguely gonscious of it ourselves, y.et he has ma,d.e us
feel more proud of our beloved country. May we hope .tha‘t he. will bave the leisure

.as fully, as he has the talent and materials for giving us in & fairly complete form the
interesting story of this dear land of ours (Applause). . ,

I cannot consider myself to be very much qualified t? speaik on any of. the sub-
jects falling within the scope of the Society’s work and anything concerning them
coming now from my lips after what yow have already hea.rd‘ to-day -wom%ld, I fear,
fall flat and jejune on your ears, but with respech fo the Myspre history now
told us, I feel I may perhaps say this much. You have jut haard }t quoted to you
from Mr. Rice's Gazctteer that in its natural gifts and physical environment Mysore
has not been inferior to Greece, Rome or Great Britain, and if we are the creatures
of our surroundings, if it was their mountaing, rivers, forests and soil thz?t wrought
the greatness of Athens, Rome or Carthage, we may We}l aski '119w .115 wca.s that
Mysore, similarly gifted, did not attain to any of the hlgh civilization of v,tb.osu s
memorable States? The explanation seems to me to lie m'the fa:ct that having
shared the genefa) curse of India we have never had the securiby which these su?aA.l
City States enjoyed and were at no time left in sufficient peace to V\_'ork qut our civi-
lizationin full. But times have changed now and thanks to Paic Britannica, war and
strife have almost become fables in India. Mysore had no doubt, as the Rev. Father
Tabard has shown us, & glorious past, one that makes us proud of ourselves a.nd_ of
our country, but it is idle tolive on mere past tradition, and nothing shou.ld s:}.msf.y
us short of attaining and continuing in thab high eminence of learned G.rge.ce, nyghby
Rome, and industrial England of to-day. Under the egis of Gre?.b Brltzu‘n, with iajr
greater facilities at hand than the ancients worked under, and :snth physical C-OI'ldl-
tions*especially calculated towards the greatness of the countryit shc‘mld l?e possible
for us all and behoves us all to strive and become the true sons and 1nh'entors of tha
rich, the beautiful, ihe historical, the philosophical and the self-congamed M.ysore.

Applause. .
( Pplts onlg' remaing for me to thank the Socieby for the ho_nour.donz’to me to-day
and fop its appreciation of the sympathy and support that His H'lghnéss and mysse.lf
may have lent to it. I should here say how rauch we all appreciate and t;ha.mki 13
Hugh Daly for the wmcommon amount of interest and sympathy hq has displaye
towards the Institution recognizing from the beginning what Pseful wor'k ther}a wis
“betore the, Society. His good will for and his kindly interest in the Society will be
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long remembered and ever associat ith i
v ed with it. DBefore resuming myseatIh
may add on behalf of us all here that we fully trust the MyﬁhichOC}i’ety will izpft)hi

coming years sscure the co-operation and sympathy of its members in a fuller®

measuﬁe, and gain that further publicity and support it deserves (Great Applause)
ewan Bahadur J. S. Chakravarti, in moving a vote 0% thanks to Ilis

Highness the Yuvaraja of Mysore for presiding at the annual general méeting ~

of the Mythic Society spoke as follows :—
LapiEs AND GENTLEMEN,
e nljgrs :oxllrtesy :g tl:e Reverend and Revered President, and of the Council
pleasant duty now devolves on*me of movin ‘ :
now < g a hearty and -
:Elew;g :fil thanks i:}c:)1 His Highness the Yuvaraja of Mysore for ghe favroelff Z;td
onour which he had done us by coming t i i
gr¢ G a us thise ; i
gemdmg at this annual gex_lera,l 'meeting of the My?hic Society ofvlzg.gfalzm
po:::utls to xtl}e vexf:y;uspcmus, and exceedingly appropriate that at th?s i;jh '
nt meeting of the Mythic Society we.should hav i .
ortant ; . I . . e as our Cha
g}itgﬁgﬁliheddscg)n (;f a roya’ and ancient line which can be traced ba:s;zjaid:
undreds of years in the History of India until it 1 i i
mythic legends of the dim gnd distant hae st of tho e
e di past. - Some one has said of th
poet Tennyson thatif he had not been born the greatest poet ofohit; ::r'grel?t
would have @ecome} the greatest critic of his age. It may be said Withée : |
trut}:.t of our illustrious Chairman of this evening that if he had not bee Bglal
;m prince and therefore a natural leader of the people he would nevnex:tilm
yless have becc_)n'le a great popular leader by his own merits and b "
numgous qualities of head and heart (Cheers). : v bis
entlemen, I am not & believer in the famili
. s : amiliar and oft-quoted li i;
;;L‘ast is East and West is West and the twain shall n%:vere ml;:te’s, v(l)Z'
Ee other hand, I firmly believe that with the advent of Englishmen in -I d‘n
ast _and -W.es.t kavff met very effectively and to good purpose—the 1112 o
lr)uelzt; under d1V}ne Ehsp.ensation and have met never to part (Ap lay ™
I :7 ieve tl&at thlS' union is for the supreme good of the East as Wer asus?—l
f\ est and that it is frat}g.ht with momentous and most beneficial conse o
c;xt'. the progress of- civilizatjon of humanity. I have fim fanithqflences
ultimate resu.lt‘of. .tlbns meef;mgnf Oriental abstraction and Occidental’ :111 .the
glrlleriy}rl, o.f this union of spirituality on one side and material advanééﬁ:a??cm
; other, of thl.s fusion Pf- what is highest in the pkilosophy of the'aou(;n ith
whatis noblesp in the science of the universe. Out of such harmonious ug'lth
10n

of the East gnd tie West' will arise the true future ideal of man—an ideal
eal |

gg:icg ;:llln kjd a real li{nz;ge, as far as finite thing can resemble the infinite, of
/ e mankind. On the solid foundation of thi i 1
and the West will rise the glori : of this union of 1% East
L “Ae Y . . glorious fabric of human civilization fo
;e?:;l;iatlo‘?‘wh}ch W?". be fairer and more lasting than any wgitf}fi?: uée_
afn’ which will not be blown away like a house of cards by 2;2

- .
L ]

*Indians come to know each other,

* should have been taken by
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hurricane of lust nor washed away by torrents of human blood. The closer

this union of the East and the West, the more thoroughly Englishmen and

the more complete the intellectnal and
_moral fusion of the two races, the sooner will that ideal be realized and that
civilization attained. Societies like the Mythic Society of Bangalore which
act as interpreters of the East to the West, help in their humble way the
attainment of some aspects of this great object as they are means by which
such mutual knowledge, such union and such fusion of the Rast and the West
are facilitated; and persons like our {llustrious Chairman and his august
brother our revered and dearly loved Maharaja are, as we all know, arnougsh

the finest fruits of harmoniods combination of all that is gpod and beautiful in

“Eastern culture with, all that is high and noble in Western civilization. It is

also for this reason that I consider it particularly appropriate that the chair
His Highness th® Yuvaraja at this meeting.

T.adies and Gentleren, I do not wish to take up more of your time at
this late hour but once again in the name of alleof us I would convey to His
Highness our grateful thanks for his most welconle presence apnongst us this
evening, for his munificent donation which has becn tnnounced by the Presi-
dent and for his wise words of sympathy and encourdgement (Loud cheers).

Mr. J. G. Tait, M.A,, seconded the proposition, which was carried by

acclamation.
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THE - EVOLUTION OF CASTES

By R. Smaua Sastrr, Esq., B.A., M.R.AS.
£ ]

JLART I

Var1ous theories "hdve been propounded to explain the origin of caste. In
the first place a Vedic poet himself has putdorward his own favourite theory
of the divine origin of castes to explain the natura] and yot inexplicable
divisions of the people that he saw around him. The theory is found sum-
med up inthe famous Purusa Swkta hymn to which I shall have occasion to
refer later on. Then come the evolutionary theories of Sir Dénzil Ibbetson,
Mr. Nesfield, M. Senart and Sir H. Risley, a* comprehensive summary of
which is found in the first volume of the Imperial Gazetteer of Indial
The conclusion that has been arrived at on the consideration of all these
theories seems to be discouraging and is thus stated :— Yy

* The origin of caste is from the nature of the case an insoluble problem. ¢
We can only frame more or less plausible conjectures, derived from t*i.<
analogy of observed facts. The particular conjecture now put forward is
based —first, lpon the correspondence that can be traced between certain
caste gradations and the variations of physical type ; secondly, on the develop-
ment of mixed races from stocks of different colour ; and thirdly, on the
influence of fusion.’ o,

I venture to state that this admitted inability to arrive at a satisfactory
solution of the problem is due to want of consideration of such litegary works .
as have a direct bearing on the subject. Instead of being a prehistoric
subject, as is commonly believed, caste is a historic subject and its origin and
develdpment appear to be quite recent. India had no hestory of its own till
English scholars undertook the trouble of making researches and constructed -
a tentative history of India, which, though already an appreciable and bulky
‘one, is still growing. Caste, being an Indian subject, has 1 hisory of its own
and appears therefore to be prehistoric. But materials to consttuct a history
of caste are abundant enough and are scattered here and thete in the vast
Sanskrit literature of India. They arg the Vedas, the Brahmanas, the

Sutras, [the Smritig, the Purinas, Kavyas and Commentarigs. A careful

Y Imperial Gazetleer of India, vol. i, p. 348,
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survey of this vast literature with no bias and prepossessed ideas will not fail

to reveal the various phases through which caste has passed and crystallized
itself into its present form. But the only difficulty that appears to be in-

surmonuntable is that of chronology without which nothing worth the name -

of a history can be related or written. Though a reliable Indlan chronology
must remain a dream at least for the predent, still epigraphical investigations
have made it possible to ascertain a number of leading historic events of
known dates and to fix the chronology of the rest relatively to the former.
Thus Buddha, Chandragupta Maurya, .Aéoka, Patanjali, Aryabhatta, Har-
savardhana, Bana, and other historic personages of known dates have been
taken as finger-posts or mile-stones pointing to other persons or events as
being either prior or posterior in the vast wilderness of Indian chronology.
The date of Buddha's death being fixed at 483 t.c., the initial point of Indian
history may be taken to lie at' 3100 B.c. as advocated by Professor Jacobi
and other scholars, or at 2700 B.c. according to Messrs. Bloomfield and
Pargiter, and other scholars,”or'at 1500 B.c.; as believed by the followers of
Max Miiller. *The kings,, genea.logica,.llir arranged in the Puranas as having
preceded Buddha and nymbering about 130 in‘the solar line beginning with
Manu, may be regarﬁ'e‘d as other mile-stones vaguely fixed in the space of
about 2,600 years prior to Buddha's death, with an intervening distance of
twenty years on an average between any two kings. Thus to facilitate the
'kﬁonstructic?n of a tentative history of caste, Parasurama, the contemporary
~ 2 Visvamitra and of Rama, the hero of Ramayana and seventieth amony the
kings®of the solar line may be credibly placed at about 1700 B.c. This is the

date of Rama and ParaSurama, at which I have arrived accordihg to my own .

theory of Gavim Ayana, the Vedic Era. This is the date at whith Mr.
Pargiter has also arrived in his Earliest Indian Traditional History., This
is what he says : 2
‘If we may estimate the date of the great Bharata battle as 1000 B.c.
’ aPproxima:te]y, Devapi would be placed about a century earlier. If we
further form a chronological estimate from the genealogical table in J.R.4.S.
1910, pp. 26-9 (and we have na other basis to work upon), Visvamitra may
“be placed, at a very moderate computation, about seven centurieh darlier
t?an the battle.! R N
Those who are inclined to follow the Puranas and give Daéariﬁha and
other kings sugh fabulously long duration of life as 60,000 years may easily
do so by putting tde starting point at a still remoter date, while those who
follow the other ‘extreme by erowding the 130 kings into the space 'of about
1,000 years can likewise satisfy themselves by lessening the average "{ntdrval
from one king‘to another, : -

3
]

$J.R.4.8., April, 1914,
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When-there i3 no necessity to trace the course of a movement by decades

“or centuries, then it is usual to speak of such movements or events by hter'fu‘y
. M 1 1 r’
*pericds extending over a number of years. The Vedic period extending

from 3100 or 1500 B.C. to 1000 B.C., the Sitra as well as the Pur;n?c perigds
extending from® 1000 p.c. to about A.D. 200, or 300, the Buddhistic pe.rlod
extending from 500 B.c. to about a®p. 600 are other chronological devices,
availed of by scholars when no chronological precision is required.

So far as the determination of the priority and posteriority of events
connected with the development of caste is concerned, advantage may also
be taken of the huge Yuga theory of Purapic writers, which, though

_ unreliable from a precise chronological point of view, yet seems credible with

reference to the transformation of customs from age to age. o

Before proceeding to deal with the subject, it is necessary to distmgmsh
between a caste and a class, A caste is an istlated community of families or
group of families, all of which trace their de.scenf to one of the seven or
eighteen Risis and have no social intercourse, such as inter-marriage and
interdining outside the group, while 2 ¢lass indicates a set of p&ople, grouped
according to their occupation or profession but avith,no social barriers what-
ever with regard to inter-marriage and interdining witlother sets of people
of different professions. Europe has no castes, because the different classes,
such as the priests, the warriors, the traders, and the agriculturists, to speak
of the four chief classes corresponding to the Indian castes, are at liberty to
intermarry and interdine with each other.

From this it may be -surmised that caste is not a social institutien of
Indo-Europeatt origin. Had it existed during the Indo-Eurppean period, i.e.
before the original stock of the Aryan people had left its original settlement,
wherever it might have been, that distinction would have left traces amoag
the Greeks, the Romans, and the other European branchesof the Indo-European
race. It is true that though ready like the ancient Hindus to marr a
woman of humbler origin and to eat the food prepared by a man, of lower

LT

birth, neither the Greeks nor the Romans allowed the plebeians eithe 5

marry their daughters or to prepare food for #heir funeral feasts.! But this
is evidence of vanity of social position or pride of birth gerging upon caste,
and ‘not of caste in itself ; for in the same caste even among the caste tound
Hindus of the present day it is usual for a man of higher social position to
decline to give his daughter in marriage to, and to sit at hig megls in com pany
with, a man of lower rank,—a practice of everyday occurreace with no
implication of a caste within a caste or subcaste. It follows therefore that
castd’is a social institution of distinctly Indian origin. In support of this
fact, it may be citgd that Vedic India like Europe knew no guch thing as

1 Imperial Gazclieer of India, p. 340,
.3 L]
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tI:izti:. v’.vtgn(;s f1s“rea,'lly a bold st_;a_tement to make before the orthodoxy of

Inds , , following the Smmm's of the Buddhstic period, attribute
gin of castes to the Creator himself and quote the f. : e e
ﬁzsttrua Sdkm. hymn in support of their assertion. ;
Ved?;);, eﬁof}ndlaf hc;a,;al;iaireu:;ail;an the aébsenfce of caste in India during the

. . ssag ppears to refer to the immemorisl origi

ZiSt]es' 11‘1i th(f Purusa Suk{a hymn can be explained, nay, must zzl:;sz.’i::%]l a {:f
plained as a metaphorical statement showing the relative superi 'ty ;
:iasiis to one another. That from the beginning of the Vedic irio?if!dy .
the mlddl,e of the Satra or of the. Buddhistic eriodp the ords
rahmanas, Ksatras or Ksatriyas, Visag or .Va:is‘yas aﬁd S"d > ot
classes .rather than rigidly isolated castes, is easily ’rov d 1'u n wwhat i
statea_i in the Srautasitr@ of Drahyayana and in the Ppur' Ry

functlt?n of priests and warriors. While describing the D:sf'laase i i
.& sacrifice in which ten priests have each to drinkba, cfzp of S{g[y& 'sa"cmﬁce’*
author of. the Srautasitrg Juotes a rule laid down in the Br-;ll? }’:1108,*th8
‘before drinkihg the Joma cups, the priests have to enumerateyz;ga?:th&t
-of ten ancestral fa.thers. and.mothers each and that if one ;)r ;.u. + orall of
them come across the names of a non-Brahman woman ’in the o ey
should leave her out, and beginning with the next Brahman Womz;S s ool
ibe number ten by repetition. The Satras in which the above rulfel ;0;};1522

Still nothing in the

wun as follows :— ' .
PR . y c
. d gu Ay fcrg figar-
ha ¥
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(The Brahmana) says that they shor (wi i
S b y should proceed (with their respecti
Soma cups) after ejumerating the names of ten ancestral mothers a.n:i f:tcl:we
TP to the tenth man in the line. e, o
If they come across the name of a non-Brihma " :

. . f -Brahman woman, they!’
‘beglg .thh the gexts Brihman woman and coraplete the numbey S
repetition. o * . o >ten by
¥ +. Those who do not remember (the names) should begin with thcﬁname

Hy

- ' From the sbove Sitras, it is clear that Bréhn?mns duryiné? the Védic and

- By

mous lines of the'

regarding the ,
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Brahwan fathers, whalever might be the cluss to which} their mothers
belohged by birth. I.may draw your attention here to the interesting

- LY

* controversy metaphorically expressed in a number of Smritis and in the

Arthasaétra of Kautilya whether a son belonged to the father or begettor, or
to the mother or to both. Drihyiyana scems to have held the opinion that
the son belonged to the begetting father and had a natural right to follow
his profession.

We may now refer to what Gautama says in his Dharmasitra (iv.
22-24) regarding the elevation or degradation of castes. Itisas follows i——

¢In the seventh generation,meh obtain a change of caste, either being
raised to & higher one or bei°ng degraded to a lower one.’ (iv. 22))

The venerable. teacher declares that this happens in the fifth genera-

. tion.” (iv. 23.)

The following is the translation by Georg Biihler of Haradatta's Com-
mentary on the above Sitras:— .

‘Tf a Savarna female, born of the Ksat#iya *wife of a Brahmas, is
married 10 & Brahman, and her female descendants down.to the seventh
likewise, then the offspring which that seventh, female descendant bears to
hor Brahman husband is equal in caste to that of » Brahman. In like
manner, if a Savarna male, the son of a Brahman and of his Ksatriya wile,
again marries a Ksatriya wife and his male descendants down to the seventh
likewise, then the offspring of that seventh male descendant is equal in caste,
to that of a Ksatriya, :

This kind of elevation of castes seems to have existed mgrein
theory than ia practice, for as implied in Drahyiyana Sitras nobody seems
to have cared to keep a genealogical list of ancestors to 'prove the succession
of births either through the line of males or of females up to the seventh or fifth
generation, as strictly laid down by Gautama and other Satra writers! Itisalso
not easy to say whether there were any court to award Brihmanhood after
obtaining necessary proofs about the purity of the family customs of the
aspirants, or whether it was left to the option of individuals of reputtd learnic g

“here and therd to confer Brahmanhood on desprved aspirants, as in the case
of Sayakaima Jabala narrated in the Chhdniog’yopanigad' (iv.4). It appears,
however, certain that,svhether this rule was strictly observed or mot, it was
not at all in existence prior to the Satra period (about 1600 =.c.), for’a
number of instances of the sons of Ksatriya kings following the profession
of Brihmans before the Sitra period is mentiontd in t¥e Vignu and other -
Puranas:— Y

#(The sons of Dhrista (about 3040 B.c.) though Ksatriyas, became
Brahmans.' The Iia.thitams (2980 B.c.) are termed Brahmans following the

]

.
3
LN

>

Sitra tf)eriods used to marry wiyes from non-Brahman classes snd that the
son; ‘egottgn on such Wives were free to exercise the functions of their

[ 4 ‘g Y

1 Book T1I, Chap VII; see also Manu, x. €9-72 ; also Gautams, ii. 6, 13, 6.
Apasfamba ii. 5, 11, 10-11 ; Manu, x, 64-72.
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profession of Ksatriyas. Thejsous of Agnivesya, o kinyg in the solar_ l.me
(2790 B.c.) became Agnivesyayana Brahmans. Likewise the sons of H_arlta,,
the son of Yauvanadva, are also termed Brihmans with the pro_tessmn of ¢
Ksatriyas? Also it is very well known to the readers_oif the Puranas that
Méndhétri (2660 B.c.), Ambarisa, Puruketsa, and Harita are foun@ers of
Gotras and that Mandhatri himself is thg author ¢f a hymn in the‘ Rxgveda.
The sons of Medhadithi who was the son of Kanva (1700 B.c.", & king in the
lunar line, iollowed the profession of Brahmans. The G:ﬁrgyas,n_ the sons qf
Garga, though Ksatriyas by birth, became Brahmans (1700 B.c.); and Kapi,
the son of Uruksaya, became also a Bra‘a;mmam.,3 From Mu’d‘gala,/ the son of
Haryasva (1500 B.c.) descended the Maudgalya Brahma.n.s. i .

From the above facts it is clear that it*was only during the Sftra period
that some retriction was imposed on the frefadom of the sons of. non-
Brahman womet by a Brahman father in following the pro_fessmn they'l1k§d.
As we advance later and later in our survey of t}le Sitra period, the rgsmcblon
imposed upon the sons of non-Brahman wives of a Brahman father infollow-
ing the profession of Brahnfans is found o becorxfe greater and gre.aFeF; for
in addition to the time-I¥mit referred té above, difference in the lelEilon of
inheritance based upqp au invidious distinction between the sons of' Brahman
and non-Brahman wives of a Brahman father® seews to have been introduced
somewhere about the middle of the Satra period. As we approa:ch the first

\ or the second century of the Christian era, when the Manuand X'agx.lyava}lkya,
i)m"it,is seem to have been written down or recast, the prohlbl.txon of the

“fnarriage of a Sidra women by a Brahman seems to h've begn introduced
and‘barought into force ; ¢ and during the end of the Puranic per;od '\fourth'or
fifth century A.D.) even the custom of a brﬁhn‘lan marrying Ksatriya
and Vai§ya wives seems to have been given up, as being unfit to be obifrved
during the so called Kali age.” : _ - i}

As in the case of inter-marriage, so in the case of interdining also,.what
was onc;a a pleasant social function enjoyed in common by all the four cla;ses

<eems to have come to be regarded as a sa,crileglous'cx_zstom and finally given
up at the close of the Puranic period. That interdining ‘among a,l.l the four
classes was prevalent during the Vedic and the Sutra periods, is evidentefrom

, "
the following Sitra Passages:— - B
o ‘Accovding to some, food offered by people of any caste, who tollg!v the
laws prescribed for them, except that of Sudras, may be eatex%.’f’ oy
‘In time ¥ dijtress, even the food of a Sidrs, who lives undey one’s
protection for the sake of spiritual merit, may be eaten.” o .
" 1 Viznu, Book iv, 2. ¢ Gaubama, xxxvili, 37; 4rihasasira of Kautilya, Book iii.
- 31bid., Book iv. 3. 7 Yagnya,i, 56, ¢ » :
. 3 Tbid., Book iv, 19, $ Bribannardiquoted in the N irnay 3sindu, ohup. iv.
SO0 4Thid, ; 9Apastamba i, 6, 18, 13—14. .
P ‘ i e P
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‘Food may be begged and accepted (by a Vedic student) from men of

all castes, excepting the criminal and the fallen.’—Gautama ii, 35.
*  ‘Bringing all he obtains to his teacher, he shall go begging with a vessel
in the morning and in the evening, and he may beg from everybody except
lowcaste people unfit for association with Aryas and the criminal.’
Apastamba i. 1, 3, 25. .

Brahmans, Ksatriyas, and Vaisyas shall beg their food daily either in
the houses of people of their respective classes or in the houses of people
of all classes.”?

‘A Vedic student may beg food from people of all the four classes, if he
cannot get food in the first three.’?

‘He shall beg his food in the houses of only good Ksatriyas and

, Vaisyas devoted to the observance of their respective duties; but in times of
distress, he may beg his food from people of all the four classes.”®

‘The employment of a Stdra in cooking and other works by Brahmans
should be avoided during the Kali age.’* ‘. .

It is clear from the above quotations that the older the Suttas, the fewer
are the restrictions, and the later the Sitras ors Smryitis, the greater is the
number of restrictions imposed upon the observance oﬁnter-marriage and
interdining among all the four classes. It follows therefore that what are
new called the four castes were during the Vedic period merely classes with

freedom fo chapge class-occupations and that during the Sitra period,,”
restrictions in one form or other began to be imposed on inter-marriage, inters:~-

e we T

dining, and change of classes and class-occupations to such an extent fhat
towards the close of the Purinic period in the fifth century A.D. there
appeared rigidly isolated castes in the place of the ancient classes. The
prchibition in the Purinas of the observance during the so-called Kali age of
certain customs that were admittedly observed during the previous ages
corroborates the same fact. The customs that are prohibited for the Kali

age are thus ernumerated in the Brikanndradiya Purina quoteqd in “the

Nirpayasindhu (Chap. iv) :—*

*
»

7 Ffeaify szandy —

' amdisER: e FaR |
fEammyg avlg samgmae
a0g gt agw i |
AtezA @G AASEIHERT o

?
1Quoted by Vaidyanitl;a in his Varnddramakinda, 4Quoted in the Nirnayasindhu, IV.
?1bid. - #1bid.
3Ibid, .

4
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ARG FJ/G: gaa?a’ g 9 1
DSFS AgEe AWIPERIA 1
HaIEIAnad MAge adr wE: | .

: .
gargal-aivgn asglag qAEO 0
¢Then the customs prohibited for the Kali age are thus enumerated in

he Brihannaradiya :— . ,
Admission of seafarers back into the society ; the embracing of asceticism
and the holding of a water vessel made of dry bitter gourd ; marriage
of girls of other than their own class by men of the three upper
classes; the custom of deputing a brother to beget a soxt on the wife

of his dead brother; the slaughter ,of & cow on the occasion of the «
entertainment of a gukst; the use of fesh in ancestial ceremonies;
the embracing ,of fhe religious order or life of a hermit; the re-
marriage of a widowed virgin maiden; the observance of bachelor-
hood for a long time ; the performance of human and horse sacrifices;

the custom of making a long and difficult journey, courting death;

and the slaughter of a cow in sacrifice.”
The Brahmapurdna, as quoted in the Hemadri, includes drinking of

iquor among the above prohibitions. _ : ,
Again on the authority of Madhaviya and Prithvichandrodaya, the

i;o'llowing customs are also forbidden during the Kali age:—

araonar gaifes gr(qrfﬁ gaaFRaT | .
gl RET ¥ fafgaifza: 1 oy
gy gy fegeal fama: )

otz Az aeAR BRafe =
«Phe sojournment of Brahmans ; smoking ; though sastraic, the
taking back into the society of women outraged by force ; the custom
of an ascetic begging his food from people of all the four classes;
and the Yemployment of a $iadra in cooking and other acfs by
.Brahmans and other high-class people. ** -
" 'With reference to the observance of these customs during’the previous
ages, i.e. evid%ntl]’ during the Vedic and the Buddhistic periods; Kamalakara
says that the prohibition of the observance of these customs during the Kali
age clearly Implies the validity of their observance during the {)}‘tevious‘ ages.
1t is clear therefore that all these oustoms and especially the customs of inter-
marriage and interdining among the four cla,sses,\ﬂesh»eating, the drinking
of liquor, smoking, sea-voyage, remarriage of widows, and the employment of
' §adras as cooks in.the houses of Brahmans and other high class people were

[ DA
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in observance from 3100 B.c. down to 500 :
in o : .C. B.C. and that th i
one o (t:g; ;zzltlktlzi ;i ;heciifes:tpf tk;; s;x or seven centuries fiznf 1558(1)) Tir:g
tho seco D., ing the four free classes into f ripi
and, usro;aAt.e;d’ Zii;?l,dzzf;l(’a:}izs; a,ll_of' them became ObSO]Gteo(lillfl:i;; 2;‘2 2?:2
theyNw'vere ;alid observax;ces onlyuirr?'lilecm‘gtr;t:;e:f the fimes to declare tha
ow the i .
appoart o q%lfzsm%r;(si t;l;la,t crop up are :—(1) Why did those customs di
cppeat? () Whi};é . ey prove distasteful to our ancestors of the oo,
Christian and,interd.a: those customs and especially the customs of i I;l‘e-
remarr?&"e e W;mng ampnge all the four castes or classes, sea-vo anen erd-
remars pcz) S of ca,ui appear so dear. to our heart ? Surely there m);;; ham
been & BO: cusmms(ye or causes, discernible even to our eyes, causes t}axve
s wese customs 1sagr'eeab1e to our ancegtors, though they ha’d been o
o for su,;e : previously. The only thing on which we can lprem-
au{;d s JaimiZ.use appears to me ;Buddhisrp and buddhistic re:yh?ur
Pre‘a@h?‘ " knovx;; azlod x;cll;zyprg?chmg ;})}:f1 the :Ta.ina,s. Whatpdidctllng
breach? A2 you that are rwell acquai i
oppose;sh:o lﬁz;f:;re, tlfley prea.ch_ed (i) ceMbacy and ri%iagrcl;:gonmth
opposed fo Osedget of many wives from various classes: ab t 0
ousness Oppo:;% > 0 flesh a,pd liquor; the vow of kindne’ss 'ts emi-
ey opored | an‘lmal sacrlf.ices; the life of a nun in a nunnO o
OPposel o the r xgarrle_nge of Wld(?WS and a number of superfine eg' "
cona;mned ;;n Or-le :;it;m:}: as agalnst the chanting of the Vedas eT‘:C?
Sonaemned in ona he. i e mnumef'able Vedic animal sacrifices .to Sthe:
ik the fe int.oxicb tfv GIC. they entailed ; the Soma libation togethege ith
e o of int thez ing liquors to which the custom of Soms, drinkitlx‘ﬂwllth
the B another,’s Wifexioga or the‘ custom of deputing some one to Bec : :
oo, tother . ogether:' with the loose sexual morality which ' o
; e marriage of girls after puberty together with );he elvcif cltf o
nse-

Jiabala, narrated in th a
e Chhandogyopanisad (i
I 3 (iv, 4); and the i
mome mcozitienl:;iga;isi' lklla;ihlonglgone abroad ®r had died toa:t?iir:;;;%etsf
all L c ose loos i B to. ‘ ;
by Aomitagati e mie Dirmenmriion ¢ marriages gave ris® to, ag condemned

Th ama*Jaba
e story of Satyakama'Jabala which illustrates nof only the lo .
ose

sexual morali
which yootfxi'lglz(e)izgff; ofdthe pre-Buddhistic period, buyyalss the ease with
RAd e days could , . T
merrated in the Ohbandogyopaaisad (i gy o0 profession theyiliked is thus
78 A 1= T
‘0 becog:k:lg&, the son of Jabala, addregsed his mother and said: ‘I wi
Lo rahmachdrin (religious student) ’ ;vmh
? . » mother, of what family am
‘ Bhe said to him: * :
ha 0 him: | I do not know, my child, of what family thou art

o
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In my youth when I had to move sbout much as a servant (waiting on the
guests in my father's] house), I conceived thee. I do not know of what
family thou art. I am Jabila by name, thou art Satyakama. Say thou art’
Satyakima Jabila.”

“ He, going to Gautama Harldrumata, said to him: ‘I'wish o becomne
& Brahmachdrin with you, sir. May I come to you, sir? "’

¢ He said to him : “ of what family are you my friend 2"’

‘He replied: “I do not know, sir, of what family T am.” T asked my
mother, and she answered : * In my yoyth when I had to move about much
as a servaut, I conceived thee. I do not khow. of what family thou arf. I
am Jabala by name, thou art Satyakama™. “I am therefore Satyakama

Jabals, sir.”’ *

*He said to him: no one but a true Erahmana would thus speak out. e .

Go and fetch fuel, frjend, I shdll initiate you You have not swerved from
the truth.

Regardmg the conc}emnatlon of W1dow-remarr1a~e and other old
Brahmanic customs bysthe Jainas, the followmg verses, purportmo to be the
speech of an imaginary. chazacter travelling in' the aerial regions, appear in
the Dharmapariksd of Amitagati, a Jaina writer, who, as stated by himself

\& in the introduction to the work, lived in the year 1070 of Vikramasaka=
i % AD.1014:—

Tar faEEeAr & aioFaa ffgar |
 fafwdg @ddd w gemadrEA: 4
wagd A drisfia qlomen fagd 1
g davd: @il aa qiEan | %
| S @Y dwed wiad |t |
qer1 iy fagd Zadwa: |
uérrera gring gasenn 755 |
Warz i gear afaar & ',
o suged ok fifd af wdf |
s, guEY ENY ol 8w n”

B L T L]
PESHIER-WL % s

Zidia

i

>

A AL URED ot -ararﬂmﬁqa gq: |

Sl ';‘ When I saw my (widowed) mother bemg wedded $o another, I narrated
o my relatxonshlp with her and asked the pious men: * Pray tell me whether
e thex:e is no sin in her being married to another.” o .
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“When it is said that Draupadi had the five sons of Pandu as her
hushands, where is sin for thy mother, if she has two husbands.” The

ohusbhand being dead by misfortune, the maiden, though once betrothed,
deserves the rite of marriage consecration for a second time. The woman
that has brought forth a child has to wait exght years, while a maiden should
wait (before marrying another) only four years, if the husband has gone
abroad. If second husbands are married for reasons mentioned in tha five
enumerated cases, there is no guilt for the women, as stated by Vyasa
and others.

‘While thus thousands of Jaipa and Buddhistic priests, living a pure celi-
bate life without flesh-eating and liquor-drinking, were incessantly preaching
against socipl and religious customs, which appeared evil, in the light of thei?f
new code of morality customs which have now again put on an attractive
garb in the sight of many of us, it was by nd means unnatural the Brahmans
of those days could not help giving up the observance of those and other
condemned customs and passing unconsciously into rigid caste folds. It is
easy to perceive that if the Brahmany of the Guptm perxod ceased to continue
to observe the long-established custom of marrying wives from the three lower
classes, it was not from any intention on their part fo preserve the purity of
their blood, for it was already tainted and saturated with that of the other
classes. It appears to be mainly an act of self-preservation against the
che.rge of sexual intemperance brought by the Jaina and Buddhist monks.
It is elso easy to perceive that if they discontinued the immemorial custor
of eating flesh and drinking liquor along with the employment of flesh-ecttns
people as cooks in their households, it was not from any love of vegeta.na:
nism, but mainly from a determined effort to avoid the charges of intempe-
rance and cruelty o animals brought against them by the Buddh1sts -Thus
the passing of the Brahmans from class life into caste life was neither a divine
command nor a phenomenon brought about suddenly under the influence of
a magic wand of & sage or a number of sages or Smiriti writers. It may, on
the other hand, be safely asserted that it was brought about arramst the will
cf the Brahmans themselves ; for it demands a good deal of self-denial to give
up the pleasures of the bed and the table. Asacompensationgor this self-denial,

the reformed or reforming Brahmans apparently perceived a decided advant- /

age accruing to themselves; for that reform moved a death blolv to the
ex1stence of Buddhism itself. The reformed Brahmanism whigh includgd in
itself all the ethical and philos0phica1 tenets of Bdddhism'in 1t°.’\Ia.ha,yana. !
form wi.h the réstoration in addition of the authority of the abeient Vedas
and ¥edic sacrifices together with the Purinas and Puréinic gods and the
Ta.ntras and the ’I‘antnc gods, seems to have been hailed with a5igh of relief

or

\ Early History of India, third editmn, p. 302, .,Juse,;are
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by the common people, the Vaisyas and the é'ﬁ(‘lras who seem t? have disliked’
the dryand atheistic, though highly moral, religion of Buddha. IF demandeq,
gays Mr. W. Crooke, ‘ from its followers a standa..rd of. morality muc‘h i
advance of their stage of culture. Iiinvolved the discontinuance of sacrifice, -

and of the myriad methods by which the Hindu has ever tried to win t_he : : . .
favour or avert the hostility of his godst It abolished such a vague gntlty ) |
ss Brahma, into whom every Hindu hopes_to be‘absorbe'd, and it substituved | THE TEMPLE OF SRI KUMARASWAMI
Nirvana, or extinction, as the end of all things’ . - ,
lrvr_[zms with the introduction of flesh and liguor as articles of diet not AND SOME O.F ITS LEGENDS

condemned for the common people, the Vaisyas and Sadras seem to have

in. By M. GorAraswaMi MTDALIAR, Esq.
formed themselves into separate castes, following the Brahmans. ;-

As regards the Ksatriyas, there seems to be a long hidden history, TaIs ancien} .ten:}ple_is situated.about six miles from Sandur, a native state in
ttended with blood revolution. - . . the Bellary District, in a most picturesque valley surrounded by several ranges
" Ih }‘;lrea.d taken a good deal of your time, I reserve that of hills. The Raja of Sandur is its hereditary trustee and the deity owns as
But a8 ﬂ:\ve "o g . _ many v''lages as the Raja himself and the whole estate is managed by his
theme for another ocea % _ ( Dewan 1ided by a Devastanam Committee coniposed of paid clerks. The
* . E normal annual income of the temple”amounts to Rs.,12,000, a year and the

abnormal income once in three years consists of the tolls levied on each pil-
grim who visits the ‘God’ and that amounts to ‘abeut Rs. 30,000. At
one time, in that valley, where the temple is situated, there must have been
more thun one populous village but now there is none and the temple with
its various adjuncts is the only place where people live. These villages have
evidently disappeared like some others in the plains near about Sandur ¢
account of its malaria and other ills attendant thereon. There is a lpy
establishment «maintained in the temple. All Brahmanas who visii the
temple are fed a} its expense for one day while Gosayees and other wander-
ing devotees who visit it are given either food or rations for three.days.
There are several Mantapams, some of them in much disrepair, .which can
accommodate these pilgrims. :

In order to go to this temple, one has to alight at Tornagal station
on the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway (narrow gauge)’ which is
about twenty miles from Bellary and from this pJace begins a journey in a cart
or tonga across the mountain slopes for & distance of fifteen rpiles before one
reaches Sandur, wherg it wounld be most convenient to halt for rest and food.
There is a dAk bungalow of the Raja and a beautiful Chattram built by the™
late Dewan, Dewan Bahadur Kothanda Rama Naida, whose uninterrupted
regime of seventeen years during the Raja’s minorily is quité arecprd,and who
on account of such continuity, has considerably improved the state in all its
aspeets. But what one is most remarkakly struck with is the wide streets

- paved with broad stone at the borders, with clear and well defined side-drains
built also of stone® and slabs. There is not a single nafrow alley or
lane, and, what is still more surprising, the frontage of all the houses are
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‘roofed with clean cut Mangalore red tiles, which give such & uniformity of
view that the site is really lovely and reminds one of the descriptions of
some of the rural areas in England. In these days of town-planning and e
town-planning experts, the study of the evolution of this small town is most
interesting. The late Dewan with autocratic powers answerable to none ex-
cept nominally to the political agent at Bellary, with undoubted reputation
for honesty and single-minded devotion, used his powers well and evicting &
number of people from their congested ill-ventilated, unhealthy and unwhole-
some mud hovels, has housed them in well built and well ventilated, pucca
houses of mud and stone. Being the %ols authority there were not the
tortuous methods of an enquiry, an estimate, a valuation, a proclamation and
then a formal acquisition and demolition with heavy money cowpensation.
New houses were made ready and those whose houses were to be demolished
were asked to take house for honsé. Thus in a short space of five or six years
dirty old Sandur wad converted into a neat little town. There are some
temples in and around Sandlr which are well worth a visit. One of these

T s ‘Vlttoba. temple sltuated in the hearf of the town and built by one of the

Ranis gglth stones actually Jilfered from the ruins of Vijayanagar temples
(Hampi) about 200eyears ago. It is a very neat temple not of gigantic
proportlons, but evidently bmlt with much care, for it is very symmetrical
‘and impresses one at once with its msthetic beauty. It has amplé endow-

ents. Next is the'small little temple of Narasimha, two miles from Sandur,
%ted on a little eminence adjoining & big rock facing a gorge between
v A range of hills. The awe-inspiring solemnity and grandeur of the scene
which one meets here beggars all description. 1If, to the nataral grandsur
of the same, is added the occasionally-to-be-seen rapld flow of the torrent
below it will be indeed a sight for the gods. With this impressive scene before
it the temple must have been built to glorify the name of the lord ofjthe creation.
‘The temple is a very small one and judging from its crudeness and
insignificance it must have been a very old one built long before the
era of the Vijayanagar dynasty. Unfortunately there are no mscnptlons or any
other written data -anywhere, to elucidate the period of its birth. There
is only one stcpe o be found with an mscnptmn on the road plde at the
entrance to the temple street. It bears the name of.the Hindu yeareand
“the name of the donor of a certain land to the deity. The Hindd Calendar
cons1sts of a'cycle cf sixty years, and it will be difficult to ascertain whxch cycle
is referred tg, %utAhe nate of the donor indicates clearly that The temple

must have bgen built long before the present dynasty of Sandur Rﬁa;as settled

down there, for it refers to the chief of Gudukotai, who, Total history
informs _us, ‘was the master of thtse domains. The image in.the temple
,conmsts of a'big Saligrama of Narasimhavatara which . tradltxon says I8
swayambu (self-born) There is a big street laid down in which there takes

Wi,

. the mother of Sri Kumaraswami.
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pla.ce the procession of the car on the Narasimha Jayanti day. This temple
is also under the management of the Devastinam Committee.

«  Five miles of the road leading to Kumaraswami temple is an open
country road which is now being well laid out with metal and gravel by the
present energetic and cultured Dewan. The carts can easily go over this,
and when you reach the base of a hill, the road stops there, and an ascent
begins round several hills covered with all kinds of jungle trees, in some in-
stances sandal-wood trees predominating. The state and the temple are
deriving much revenue from the sale of these trees, and the whole district is
practxca,lly dependent upon this forest for its sandal-wood. At the base of
this ascent, on the edge of a deep precipice of rock, in dense wood, is sita-
ated a small,shrine with a small Lingam which is called ¢ Har Sankar.” This
, place is remarkable not only for its plcturesque scenery, but also for a small
waterfall which has been directed to fall threugh the mouth of a bull. Tt is
a very small one, three to four inches in diameter, but, the fall is said to be

. incessant and the water is both cool and sweet 42nd, after the tiresome

yourney, on & hot summer morning, js most refreshing and invigorating,
iThere is a Brahmachari Brahmana prxest herg to worship the idol and he
§ s a young man of four and twenty who is known to be lmng on herbs, fruits
‘and cocanuts, spending the greater part of his time in a big cave in the
; vicinity, studying the Vedas and Vedangas. His robustness and sturdiness

; surprise every on~ when it is learnt that he does not live on cooked rice
i{There is a certain halo about him which is bewitching.

The ascent from this place up to the temple is broad enough for cafts”
-to pass, but if s so straight and steep that it would be dangerous to attempt
_to travel by this'means. Hence one has to trust himself either to his own
limbs or that of some one else a man or a brute. A ride of three-quarters of
an hour, with halts here and there, to recover one’s breath is amply repald

- by a magnificent panorama of the surrounding hills.

The temple is situated in the hollow of a series of hills converging
t a particular point. The temple proper is evidently one of great antiquity
judging from its structural appearance. It Qoes not compare favourably
with any of those superb and splendid buildings which wdre Jbuilt by Vija-
yanagar or by Choly<Pandya, or Chalukya kings, In its architectural
fimplicity as well as in design of construction it reminds one of the* Vittoba’
temple at the Pandarapur in the Deccan. In intensity Snd wolume gf the
devotion evinced by its devotees, it bears also the closest resembiance to that
tomple.  Adjoining this, on the left, there is a temple dedicated %o ‘Parvati’,
There is a great contrast between these
- temples. The latter must be of much latér origin, for its strucfure is grand-
-er and approximates %o thelater Dravidian a,rchltecture Unlike the general
run of Dramdxan temples, it, however, is a curious mixture of Indo-Sarcenie
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design for there is a dome on the inner shrire and a concav}f ﬂotorlnsgrzﬁ.

chu;am over the flat stone roof of the central courtyt_xrd.. 'l‘beI s'o;'xoer thl;

uired for these tempies must have been carted froxx} the'plains be ow,d he

gurrouﬁding hills are not of stone but of I;al.lrd soh.d griv:l‘;kicl?vs;ean g;:n{'

‘ it 1s no mean tribute to the engineering acient

gs;:et:1§2€§is’wi§dgl)f)slsible to raise these structures. The latex: }i\.:ldzincg;sr

" to the temples consist of an underground small shrlfze.t,o the rigt 0 g
in temple, ‘dedicated to ¢SIVA’, father of Sri Kumarasw i, an

ill}zlnntapams of various sizes, in and around it. That these are + arp, is

ide i i still. more pregnant fact ¢ they
t from their design and from the s . ' regnan 4 ol
er;d?;m of small stones and covered with roofs in'which ter’ .ad tile
rominently. . N
ﬁgurie&s? to the origin and the founder of the temple, there are cords
extant. - There are but two inscriptionsin the temple, bot-h evx.dexi ent3
or Sa.n;i.ds evidencing the grant of certain villages. These inscripti :e ui
back only about three centu;fes, but the temple must be of much - ‘1

,\dv‘

origin. The femple aqthorities poin§ fo 3 book in D}evzfriz gmn‘
conisisting of sizteen cantos placed by the S{de of .the g((;( as ; eC ;nr 3
exposition of the orixin of the temple and its deity. Onac (};, i
it proved to be a manuscript copy of the famous po;:)x}l:h f“é f\
hava of Kalidasa. This book narrates th gtory of the 1r]. of
;spwami, his installation as the genemhs_sxmo ,ofv the ange 1(; o'rcte “
abainst the infamous Rakshasa ‘Tara.ka.sqra. and his ﬁna‘ viet, |
p t bearing this book has upon the origin of the temple, it Is imj un,g
s :}ne t,A reference to the book is enough to satisfy_t.he.wnosx?y ot aw;
t(; iglea;ilvx:ims, if indeed he dares entertain any suc%n spiris of enquiry. ‘ \;e
gfwe to fcz;!l back upon the local Iegenc(lis as to the origin of the?tém'ee temple
i i i ound. 3 :
Sltuage N mo?ntiznlggte};ed:az;sioill?at when the angels prayed to Sii Kum:}ra-
swamineto accept the leadership of their forces to wage Walj .aiaxas:
«Tarakasura,’ the arch enemy of the Devas, who hmd. !)een g'!lal;razsk:?c ;f
- pious and the devout in varioug ways, and was even aspiring tg% the t i)c;ng in‘l'
gndra himself, te donsented and was installed as such by Devasg. as§enlr it'ka
“full court at this place. This installation cereraony ':raok 'pl'i;‘e: in ;;gh 1an
Su&da Pburnavami of a Hindu lefxp year, ‘that is the xe‘iuﬁ 1‘1; i‘;) ,Jomng‘
- . intercalary mb;xth}ppea.rs in the Hmd\} Calendar. To mark Kl : laportant
o epoch. and jn commemotation of this grand event, Sri ﬂf},ﬂ1:er o
: conseﬁted to® stand still .there, and a temple was buils toi‘i;,”.'i 5 " m:,
" As his father and mother also were the.re to witness the t*ﬁx;e.xlifvz ‘315}‘
bless him, they also consented td remm\n'there, a,nd. temples ha ¢
" been built for them. :

o SRR - .
other legend is told which is even more romantic. ‘l}fter h .
; g,ﬁ‘,?’y}» “}A “; SO ’ K . )
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1. The Society shall be called the Mymfic SogIETY.
9. The Society was formed with the object of encouraging the study of

. the Sciences of Ethnology, History and Religions, in India and stimulating

reseatch in these and allied subjects. \

3. Membership shall be open to all European and Indlan gentlemen
and ladies who may be elected.by tide Commitiee.

4. The Society shall be mangged by a Committee consisting of a Presi-
dent, Vice-Presidedtst an Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Secretaries, Branch

. Secretanés an Editor, and seven other members, retiring annually but

eligible for re-election. -

Ahny four of the above ‘members to form a quorujm.

5. The subscription shall be— s,

(@) For members resident in Ba.ngalore,.rupees five per annum. .

(8) For members resident’ elsewhere in IndAa, rupees three per :

annum. These subscriptions are pay able on election, or an-

nually, on July 1st. The Honorary Treasurer may recover’

any subscription which may remain unrecovered at the time '
the second number of the Journal is issued by sendmg the::

second number by V.P.P.

i Membership is open to residents in the United Kingdom, tie sub-

“. . scriptions bemg four shillings annwally, a remittanceiof twelve
shﬂhngs covering subscriptions for three years. Subscuptlonsi

from the United Kingdom may be remitted by ‘British Postals

Order’ to the Honorary Treasurer, Mythic Society, Bangalore.

ABona fide students resident in Bangalore will be admitted as memberssi ‘

Teier without the right of voting on payment of rupees thres pgr annum.;
6 The transactions of the Society shall be incorporated and published;
1;»93, Qua.rterly Journal which will be sent free 20 all members, a.nd which will’
e op'sale at twelve annas per copy to non-members. '
‘7. There will b8 nine Ordinary Meetings in each Session, at which:
lectures will be delivered; due notice being given by the Secretary. -
Lo Bl “Members may obtain, on application to the Secretd y invitation:
‘ cardg for the admission of their friends to the lectures. b s} 3
9, -The Annual General Meeting will be held in July. o =
10 Fra.mmnf and alteration of Rules vest entirely with the Committee.

F. R SELL, |
. Honorary Secretary.
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