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THE

CALCUTTA REVIEW.

No. 260.—APRIL 1910.

Art. I.—THE QUARTER.

ALMOST the very commencement of the Quarter

of a new year was rendered memorable by
the ‘meeting for the first time of the Provincial
Legislative Councils, reconstituted
and enlarged under the Reform
Scheme. In every case the President delivered an
address of welcome to the members, the dominant
note of which was one of hope and encouragement. The
audience in each case were told that they were assisting
at the birth of a new era in the history of India,
and that success' vould depend on the spirit in which
the Councillors recognised their responsibilitics. The
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal concluded a pithy
speech with the following words:—* 1 trust that
I can confidently rely upon your putting aside all
thoughts of rivalry and personal considerations, and -
working with the single-minded desire of securing the
welfare and prosperity of the people in regard to whom
you are asked to advise. Imbued with these feelings,
actuated by the sole and exclusive regard for the .
advancement of the Province, it cannot well be that,

The New Era.
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well-Informed as you are of the circumstances with which
you will have to deal, your efforts will be infructuous,

and I venture to predict that when you lay down vyour -

term of office you will do so with the proud satisfaction
of knowing that you have in no small measure contri-
buted to the wealth and prosperity, contentment and
happiness of the people of this Province,” We trust
this will prove to be so.

The meetings of the Provincial Councils were fol-
owed a few weeks later by the opening meeting of the
Reformed Imperial Council in the historic Chamber of
Government House, at which Lord Minto made a

memorable speech, again demonstrating his sympathy

with Indian aspirations which he was not anxious to
see delayed for the sins of a minority. It was a most
unfortunate coincidence that the Inaugural Meeting
should have been preceded by a fresh outburst of anar-

chism and that the foul hand of the assassin should have.

removed an excellent officer of the Police Force, during
the hearing of the appeal in the notorious Alipur Case,
- the deed being committed in the High Court, and which
drew from His Excellency the following significant
words: “I had hoped,” he said, “to open this new
Council under an unclouded political sky. No one has
longed more earnestly than [ have to allow bygones
to be bygones and to commence a new administrative
era with a clean slate. 'The course of recent events
has cancelled the realisation of those hopeé, and I can
but assert that the first duty of every government is to
maintain the observance of the law, to provide for the
present and, as far as it can, for the future welfare
of the populations committed to its charge—to rule,
and, if need be, to rule with a strong hand.”. And soon
after the strong hand was shown by the introduction
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of the long promised Press Act which requires the

\ deposit of substantial security by owners of news-

papers and printing presses, and which may be forfeited
for the preaching of sedition. These sections were
opposed by certain members of the Council, but the
opposition did not avail them much, and they were also
unsuccessful in obtaining a reduction of the security.
The Act gives the Executive more power than it previ-

“ously possessed, and it also empowers an appeal to the

High Court.

It is most lamentable that on the eve of the
opening of the enlarged Imperial
Council of Calcutta there should have
been an eruption of the volcano of sedition in our
midst. First came the serious intelligence that certain
seditious elements were tampering with the loyalty
of a2 native regiment, 2:z, the 1oth Jats, located
in Calcutta, and that some of them had even been
seduced by the seditionists. The affair was, however,
kept very close by the military authorities, but the ugly
aspect, which lends colour to its seriousness, is the
fact that the regiment was suddenly removed from the
capital and sent to the Bombay Presidency.

This incident was followed soon after by one of the
most daring crimes that has been committed by the
anarchists, in which a Bengali youth shot down
a zealous Mahomedan police inspector, who had
rendered valuable service to the Government in
running some of the Manicktollah gang to earth, and
who had long been marked down by the anarchists
as one who “had to die.” The crime was com:
mitted in the High Court, Calcutta—before the
Chief Justice and other judges had left {ts wvicinity
at the close of the day, and astounded Calcutta

Seditlon.

L4
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by the boldness and daring with which it was com-
plished :— :

Inspector Alum who was murdered was 36 years
old and leaves a wife and six children. His father
was a pleader of the Alipore Bar and came from
Burdwan district. Alum had rendered signal service to
Government in the Alipore case.

The Political Air was certainly much calmer at the
end of the Quarter, and there is
no doubt that the Viceroy's signi-
ficant words of warning at the Inaugural Meeting
of the enlarged Imperial Council, together with
the passing of the Press Act soon after were con-
tributory causes to the improvement in the situation.
The fresh outburst of Anarchism earlier in the
Quarter, the general uneasiness and preparation of
action on the part of the Anglo-Indian Community,
were ominous features at one time, but little by little
the situation seemed to ease and gradually resumed
normal conditions, and it is hoped that the Viceroy will
be rewarded with peace when the time comes for him
to relinquish his high office.

His Excellency the Viceroy and Lady Minto’s
departure from Calcutta for Simla, in
March was marked by many manifes-
tations of regret, and the dense crowds which assembled
to pay respect to them on their journey to the railway
station was one of the cutward signs of the esteem in
which they are held in the Capital of India. Opinions
differ on the policy which has characterized Lord
Minto’s administration of this country, but it is too early
yetto pronounce a verdict, for at present we can but see
through a glass darkly, In later years, perhaps, we
may be able to appreciate the patience, the talmness

The Political Situation.

Goodbye.
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and the level-headedness of a Viceroy who arrived in
India at a critical moment in its history and to whose
grip of the situation is due the fact that the situation
did not degenerate into a hopeless one; and there is
some consolation to be drawn from the fact that the
political atmosphere is calmer now than it has been
for some time past. It is to be hoped that His
Excellency’'s departure from the land for which he
has done so much will be made under an unclouded
political sky.
One of the dominant events of the Quarter was
the arrival on Indian soil of the Dalai
Lama, the Spiritual Ruler of Tibet,
This visit breaks the spell which was attached to the
mysterious ¢ Roof of the World.” Quaint ideas have
been formed of everything connected with Tibet,
and though the Younghusband Expedition and explo-
rations of that interpid traveller Sven Hedin have
done much to clear away many erroneous ideas hereto-
fore held regarding the land of the Lamas nothing so
effectually dissipated the mists of mystery as the arrival
of the Dalai Lama himself. His flight from Lhassa and
subsequent entry into Darjeeling supplied much copy for
graphic descriptions in the newspapers. The gorgeous
robes of the Lamas, the silken attire of the Dalai himself,
the obeisance of thousands of Buddhists as he entered
the Sanitarium of Bengal were the theme of comment,
Such a picturesque scene had perhaps never before
been witnessed at Darjeeling, while the accessibility of
the Dalai himself took everyone by surprise. Later in
the quarter he paid a flying visit to Calcutta, exchanged
official visits with His Excellency the Viceroy and was
much impressed with the Capital of India, but he found
the weather growing too oppressive for him and returned

The Dalai Lama,
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somewhat suddenly to Darjeeling, where he remains
pending negotiations with China for his restoration to
power in Tibet. The British Government have made
friendly representations to China on the Dalai Lama's
behalf, but in the meanwhile the publication of the
following decree at Pekin shows that there are two sides
to the question:—*“The Dalai Lama A.wang-lo-pu-
tsang-tu-pu-tan-chia-cho-chi-chai-wang-chu-chio-le-lang-
chieh has been indebted for the most cordial boun-
ties and favours from the preceding Reign; and as he
must {)ssess a conscience, how much should he have
applied himself solely to his canons and tenets, and
reverently conformed to former precepts, with a view to
propagating the yellow religion. But since he assumed
charge of the Treasury and secular government, he has
been proud, extravagant, licentious, violent and refrac-
tory to a degree before unknown. He is further unruly
and improper in action and takes upon himself to dis-
obey our commands. He maltreats the Tibetan multi-
tude and lightly provokes troubles.”

The Decree goes on to the recital of China's
clemency and consideration when, two years ago, she
received him, after his last flight and absence from
Lhassa for about five years, heaped him with honours
and reinstated him in his high office. The recent entry of
the Szechuan troops into Tibet as explained is intended
for the maintenance of order and should cause no mis-
givings to the Tibetans. The Decree proceeds. :—

“We were in receipt of a telegram from Lien Yu
and others reporting that immediately on arrival of the
Szechuan troops at Lhassa the Dalai, without reporting,
left quietly on the night of the 12th February, for an
unknown destination. \We commanded the residents to
try to bring him back and make proper arrangements
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for his provision. No trace has been heard of him. As
he is in charge of religious affairs, how could he
thus depart repeatedly without authority? We further
find that the Dalai is fickle, crafty, deceitful and
alienates his allegiance. This is really an injustice to the
bounties of the State and disappoints the hopes of the
public. He is ill-fitted to be the leader of the Hut'ukhtu
or Saints.

“ A-wang-lo-pu-tsang-tu-tan-chia-cho-chi-chaj-
wang-chu-chio-le-lang-chich is hereby commanded to be
divested of his title of Dalai Lama in order t« show
penalty. Wherever he may escape and whether he
returns to Tibet or otherwise, he shall be regarded
henceforth not otherwise than as one of the common
people.” ~ :

“The Tibetan Residents are accordingly com-
manded ‘ to seek among children born with miraculous
signs and draw their names by lot from the * golden
urn”. .. The name drawn shall be created the real
Aubilkan (reincarnation) of the preceding Dalai Lamas
and application shall be made to us for the bestowal of
a proper title and favours, so that the propagation of
the canons may be perpetuated and due importance
may be attached to religious affairs.’”

In a period changing from winter into summer

The Weather, conditions sickness must naturally
play a part. In the corresponding

quarter of last year the City was visited by one of
the severest epidemics of small-pox experienced for
many years past in which the toll of life was a very
heavy one. The Quarter under review has happily been
a healthy one in comparison, though there have been the
usual sporadic cases of small-pox, cholera and plague.
An attempt has been made to deal more effectively with



144 THE CALCUTTA REVIEW,

the busti evil, but until we develop an Improvement
Trust on the lines of the more advanced and modernized
Western Capital we cannot expect any real improve-
ment in the direction abovementioned. The construc-
tion of the overhead reservoir at Talla has made con-
siderable progress and its accomplishment will be a
potent factor in the improvement of the general health
of Calcutta.

It will be remembered that sometime ago a remark-
able discovery was made near Pesh-
awar when four charred bones of the
Gautama Buddha were found encased in a casket in a
stupa. Historical records prove that the find was a real
one, and much concern was manifested by Buddhists in
different parts of the East as to where the relics—
precious to the Buddhists—were eventually to repose.
The Government of India, after much deliberation,
decided that the fittest place for the reposal of the relics
would be the ancient Buddhistic centre of Mandalay,
and eventually a Deputation of influential Buddhists,
together with His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor
of Burma, came over to Calcutta from Rangoon, received
the relics from the hands of the Viceroy himself and
crossed over with them to Burma, where the relics
were taken in triumphal progress ‘“on the road to
Mandalay,” It was hoped that the Dalai Lama would
have been present when the relics were handed over to
the Deputation and thereby invested the ceremony
with additional interest but the exiled spiritual Ruler of
Tibet, who is himself supposed to be the re-incarnation
of Buddha, was unable to bear the enervating effects
of a tropical climate, and had betaken himself with
some suddenness to the more inviting surroundings of
a cooler clime, )

The Great Discovery.

S
Art. 1.—SOCIAL REFORM IN BENGAL.

HINDU society is, as it were, in a state of ferment.

A fierce light is beating upon the dark places ot
Indian thought and action bearing down old customs
and institutions without setting up new ones in their
places. Change of thought and even of social insti-
tutions is the inevitable consequence of the change of
social circumstances and environments. Thus the law
of development works itself out in human society. The
old order must change yielding place to new under the
pressure of changing circumstances. A truly living and
progressing society must take notice of the changing
circumstances and utilize the force generated for adapt-
ing itself to new circumstances as best as it can. It
is natural that circumstances must change and every
living organism must adapt itself to new conditions on
pain of utter annihilation. Only inert and dead bodies
cannot respond to the call of Nature. Woe to the
society which fails to utilize the living force which urges
it forward on the path of progress.

But there is another side of the shield. Social
institutions are not chance growths brought about by
the arbitrary dictation of a set of selfish people brought
together by mutual consent. They are the real ways
through which the social integration and differentiation
in the process of evolution are brought about. Some of
them are bedrocks on which society stands. To grub
up these bedrocks is to submerge the whole social struc-
ture into the abysmal sea. Consequéntly all social

reforms should be carried out with great caution and
with a full knowledge of the structure of the society.
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Any untoward, unwise or incongruous measure carri'ed
on with a blind zeal is sure to injure the cause of social
advancement against hundreds of healthy social reforms.
Reformation is not reconstruction. In reforming a
society one is not called upon to pull it down and to
build up a new one without reference to the needs of
the people, or to the circumstances of the COUI"ltl‘)./. All
social growths and developments come from wnthm' and
the special lines of social development have particular
reference to and relationship with the mental, moral
and spiritual constitution of the people. A. careful study
of the various social institutions of the different races
and nations will convince one of this stubborn truth.
Hence all works of social reform should be undertaken
with the greatest circumspection. In the attempt to de-
stroy the parasite, one should be careful not to uproot
the main plant  Better let alone than take a hasty and
fatal action. Want of reverence for social institutions
and for the wisdom of those who came before us has
always been a prolific source of social danger.

Like all organic developments social developm_em
is brought about by the joint action 9[ two opposing
forces, namely, the force of conservation an.d the force
of progression. The two apparently. opposing fOl’C(.ES,
by their joint action give shape and fog‘m to our social
structure, with its varied social institutions just as the
centripetal and the centrifugal forces de-termme the
planetary orbit. The force of conservation tends.to
keep the thing as it is, while the force of progression
conduces to lead it away from its present stage. So
long as the force of progression continues to be pre-
dominant over the force of conservation, there are
further development and progress. But as soon as the
force of progression ceases, all further development is
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stopped and society becomes inert like a dead mass. It
shows that the force of construction which is the motive
power of both the forces of progression and conserva-
tion has grown considerably weaker and that the force
of destruction will ere long get the better of it. Thus,
we find that the force of progression ceases just before
the setting in of the stage of decay. The cessation
of the force of ‘progression betrays the utter weak-
ness of the force of construction. Hence, an active
force of progression is the sine gud non for a
living organism.  Nevertheless the force of conser-
vation should, on no account, be trifled with. [t plays
a very important part in the economy of Nature by
keeping up the identity throughout the various grada-
tions of development. There is an analogy between
the developments of human body and human society,
The one may be called on to illustrate the other. It
is a well-known fact that the human body is subject
to a process of constant destruction and reparation.
Every tissue, every fibre is being wasted and repaired
in the process of development. It has been calculated
that a man of fifty does not retain in his body a single
particle which he had in his twenty-fifth year. Still in
the midst of suct_lj wholesale change, the man retains his
individual identity. At fifty he is recognised as the very
same man by one who knew him in his twenty-fifth year.
He recalls many things he heard or saw twenty-five years
ago, though it is an established fact that not a single
particle of the matter constituting his brain is retained
now. He is nodoubt a changed man, but in the midst of
the change he keeps up his individuality and is seldom
confused with another man by one who knew him
thoroughly. In the change he has undergone there
is a causal connection between the past and the present.
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There is nothing like the successive change of a
kaleidoscope—a freakish, irrational and irresponsible
change, The analogy of human society stands on all
fours with the human body. Individual members
composing the society are dying out day by day and
their places are being filled up by new-comers, who are
being ushered into the world. Thus a continual process
of destruction and reparation is going on imperceptibly
and in the course of a century the old elements are
cast off and new ones are taken in. But in the process
of the change, the identity of the society is not lost.
There is no doubt a development or at least a change
for the better or worse, but the past has a bearing
upon and close connection with the present.

Like individuals, societies have their special charac-
teristics, Like individual there are social traits and
proclivities. Call these social traits or peculiarities
racial or national traits or peculiarities or their outcome,
it matters little. It has been observed that some
societies are iatensely spiritual while others are
thoroughly worldly. Some are chivalrous, others are
commercial. In short, national traits are often reflected
upon the social structure.  Just asit is damaging—nay
positively injurious—to impart into a poetic child a
thorough training in mathematics, so it is injurious to
try to change a spiritual society into a worldly one.
I wish to impress upon the reader that nations like
individuals have their peculiar proclivities, tendencies,
idiosyncrasies and manners of thought; it -is foolish to
ignore them and madness to run counter to them. The
best endeavours of some of our ardent social reformers
have been wrecked because they failed to grasp these
plain facts. The lines of social reform should be devised
with due regard to the spirit of the. society—to the
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social institutions grown hoary with age. The fact that
some social rules and customs have been in existence
since time immemorial goes a great way to prove that
they have come into existence for the benefit of the
society and to promote its welfare. At least, the pre-
sumption is in favour of these rules and customs and
stubborn facts are required to prove the contrary. But
the ultra-radicals of the reform party often put a spoke
into the wheels of all healthy reforms by blindly de-
nouncing all our social customs and institutions and
trying to import bodily Western customs and institutions
which seem to them perfect and free from all faults.
They forget that often

*“’Tis distance lends enchantment to the view,
And robes the mountain in its azure hue.”

On the other hand, the orthodox party forgets one
plain fact : society is as much liable to be diseased as the
human body. The baneful social customs and institu-
tions which spring up in its degenerate days are by
no means healthy or worth retaining. Like human
diseases social diseases may grow chronic and may ex-
tend over hundreds of years. Most of the customs and
institutions, which pullulate when society is in a diseased
condition, are likely to be baneful. The best course
which the true social reformer should take is to under-
stand the spirit of the society and to make a systematic,
thorough and sympathetic investigation of the rise and
growth of our social customs and institutions. This is
not an easy task. The path of the social reformer is not
strewn with roses. But there is another evil to be
guarded against. The majority of our present day
reformers are imbued with Western notions, and for the
matter of that, are prone to look upon our society
through the coloured spectacles of Western prejudices and
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superstitions. Consequently the ultra-radical social re-
formers denounce all our social customs and institutions
in scathing terms and thereby court the strong hostility
of the orthodox section of the community. These
muddy-brained reformers forget that they can achieve
very little if they run counter to public opinion. Buckle
in his History of Civilization says . —

“No reform can produce real good unlessit is the work
of public opinion and unless the people themselves take the
initiative.”

In another place the same writer says :—

“ As soon as you have convinced men that superstition
is mischievous, you may with advantage take active steps
against those classes who promote superstition and live by it,
But however pernicious any interest or any great body may
be, beware of using force against it, unless the progress of the
knowledge has previously sapped it at its base and loosened
its holdover the national mind. This has always been the
error of the most ardent reformers, who in their earnestness to
effect their purpose, let the political movement outstrip the
intellectual one, and thus inverting the natural order, secure
misery either to themselves or to their descendants. They
touch the altar and fire springs forth to consume them. Then
comes another period of superstition and of despotism ;
another dark period in the annals of human race. And this
happens merely because men will not bide their time, but will
insist on precipitating the march of affairs. Thus for instances
in France and Germany, it is the friends of freedom who have
strengthened tyranny ; it is the enemies of superstition who
have made superstition more permanent.”

What holds good in political, holds good with
perhaps greater force in social movements and woe
betide the society in which the earnest endeavours of
the social reformers take a wrong direction.

Now let us come down from the abstract to the
concrete. Remarriage of widows, abolition of the caste
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system, sojourn in foreign countries are the main items
of business taken up by our reformers They have
egregiously failed to achieve anything under the first
two heads, while in the case of the third their efforts
have been partially crowned with success, And why?
The needs and changing circumstances of the society
urgently demand it, public opinion has been formed in
favour of it, hence the proposed reform is being widely
accepted in Calcutta and some other parts of Bengal.
Here at least our reformers are on the Pisgah from
which they may have a bird’s-eye view of the promised
land. But as regards the other two, especially the first,
they are still wandering in the wilderness, led astray by

‘the fatal fata morgana. The reason is not far to seek.

The prohibition to sojourn in foreign countries is of
recent growth. It has no sanction in the skaséras.
Even Parashar, the lawgiver of Kaliyuga, has no-
where laid down an injunction against sojourn in
foreign countries. Capital is made out of a text of

the Adipurana CLECIE] @I etc. which does not
mean a sea-voyage, but a kind of #A or religious

rite. Several commentators have agreed in accept-
ing this meaning. But as regards the first two
items of social reform, especially the first, the
opinion against them is deeply rooted in the feelings,
sentiments and customs of the people and the opinions
of the skastras are partly against the first and
unanimously against the second. The caste system
has the sanction of the skastras; it has grown with
the growth of the society and degenerated with its
degeneration. A spirit of clannishness and narrow-
mindedness has taken the place of the broad catholicity
of the ancient Hindus. The evils should be purged off
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the body of our society, but the institution should
be preserved. It is one of the principal buttresses of the
Hindu society. But this I shall take hereafter. Let
us first take up the question of widow-remarriage, which,
at the present moment, is agitating society in Bengal.

A careful study of the marriage system of the
Hindus is sure to convince one of the fact that it has
undergone great change with the change of social
circumstances and environments The twenty San/itas
which came one after another prove the fact that
social laws have been changed according to the
exigencies of social circumstances. But never was
the social status -of a re-married widow-wife made
equal to that of a wife married cnce only. The
son of the former occupied a very inferior posi-
“tion compared with the son of the latter, who was
ever recognised as the Dharmapatni or religious wife,
The son of a re-married widow-wife was called paunar-
bkaba son and his claim to the ancestral property was
always regarded as far inferior to that of a oxras son.
Bashistha awards fourth place to the paxnarbhaba son
in the list of the claimants of the ancestral property, so
does Bishnu. But Yajnabalka assigns him the sixth
place, that is, inferior to that of the #Zanin son, a
son born of an unmarried daughter. Manu, the most
ancient lawgiver of the Hindus, lays down that the
Bramhin who marries a widow should not be allowed
to eat along with. his caste people on ceremonial occa-
sions. Thus we find that among the Hindus the senti-
ment against widow re-marriage has been very strong
since time immemorial. It appears that Parashara,
the law-giver of the Ka/Zyxga, sanctioned the re-marriage
of widows and tried to raise their social status to that of
a religiously married wife (D4armapatni), but his efforts
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in this direction failed. Widow-re-marriage among the
dwizatis (twice born castes) was placed strictly under a
social ban throughout India by latter day savants.
The Adipurana records that widow-remarriage was
interdicted along with several other social customs
at the beginning of the Kuliyuga by sevanis for the
welfare of mankind. From this it may be conjec-
tured that the raising of the status of remarried
widows must have produced some social commotion
which led the then learned and farsighted leaders of
the Hindu society to assemble in a solemn conclave
and prohibit widow-remarriage on pain of social ex-
communication,

It is evident that in bygone ages, the re-
marriage of widows had the sanction of-socisl laws,
though re-married widows had a much iaferior position
in society and that popular sentiment against re-
married widows was very strong. Parashar tried
to change the popular sentiment, and to raise the
position of re-married widows, but it produced some
social evil. What the evil or evils were, it is impossible
to determine now in the absence of any definite account.
Now the question of widow-remarriage has again
been brought to,the front by a section of the Hindu
public. The whole Qquestion should be solved with
special regard for the circumstances of the country.
It is clear that even now the popular sentiment
against widow-remarriage is as keen as ever. In
many cases the glib advocate of widow-re-marriage
flies into a mad rage if any proposal is made for the
re-marriage of his young widowed sister or girl step-
mother. This shows how lip-deep is his advocacy
and how futile are his arguments. Even among the
Bangalee Brahmos, who scarcely number more than
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three thousand, all told, and amongst whom the number
of males far exceed the number of females (being 1,949
males and 1,322 females), the widows very rarely
re-marry. There are only 65 widowers but 111 widows
among the Bengal Brahmos-—a fact which speaks
volumes in favour of the strong sentiments against
widow-re-marriage even among the reforming classes.
But our Brahmo brethren are finding it very difficult
to marry their virgin daughters. The number of grown
up maids among them is increasing as years roll by.
I have heard from some of my Brahmo friends that the
marriage problem has taken a very serious turn among
them. As regards Christians, it is also evident that
their widows do not re-marry as eagerly as the
widowers. The male population of the Bengal Chris-
tians is greatly in excess of the female, there being
143,071 male members against 135,297 female members
among them. Though the female members are numeri-
cally smaller, the number of widows among them is
nearly four times as much as that of the widowers.
Among these two communities, the number of old
maids willing to marry is proportionately much
larger than is the number of young widows amongst
-the Hindus whose hearts really yearn for being led
to the hymeneal altar for a second time. Now the
orthodox Hindu community asks in all seriousness,
if the daughters of these two communities be not
led astray for b'einzr, condemned to celibacy, why should
Hindu widows trespass into the path of vice if they
are not allowed to re-marry after the death of their
husbands ? Moreover the members of these two com-
munities are pot indogamous. They observe no caste
rules. They have ample scope for selecting suitable
bridegrooms for their daughters. Still the number of
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unmarried girls among them is awfully on the increase.
How much more will be the difficulty of the Hindus,
who are strictly indogamous, to procure suitable bride-
grooms for their daughters, if widow-re-marriage is intro-
duced among them? It is to be remembered that it is
only amongst the Hindus that the number of females
exceeds that of the males. Out of a total population
of 49,687,632 Hindus in Bengal there are 24,781,038
males and 24,906,324 females all told ; that is there are
one lakk and twenly-five thousand more females than
males among the Hindus residing in Bengal. If we
deduct the immigrant population, two-thirds of whom
do not bring their women with them, we find that
the number of female population is much more numerous
than the male among the native Hindus of Bengal.
Every father of a daughter in Bengal knows how diffi-
cult it is to procure a bridegroom for his daughter and
everyone is convinced of the fact that the number of
marriageable girls among some higher castes of Bengal
proper is greatly in excess of the number of marriage-
able boys. Unfortunately the Census Report does not
help us in any way in this matter. A very large per-
centage of the immigrants to Bengal belong to the
Brahmin and Rajput castes, who come here chiefly as
priests, constables, jail-warders, zemindars’ peons and
the like. Very seldom they bring their women with
them. They swell the figures of the higher caste males
as is to be found in the Census Report.. Itis to be
noted that in undivided Bengal there were 1,153,688
male and 1,202,768 female members among the Brah-
mins enumerated in 1901. But the nuimber of unmarried
Brahmin ' males was greatly in excess of the unmarried
girls evidently owing to the influx of the unmarriedimmi-
grants from other provinces who came to this province as
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sanyasis, and as constables, durwans, peons, clerks, etc.,
with a view to scrape together a decent sum to enable
them to marry in their native provinces on their
return. If these floating bachelors are taken away from
the number of unmarried males, it will be seen that
the actual marriageable male members fall far short
of the marriageable female members. A glance at the
proportion of the infants born, *‘according to sex”
will convince one of the fact that the female element pre-
ponderates over the male. The Census Report says :(—

“During the eight years 1892-1900, on an average 1,005
male births were reported to every 1,000 female, while the
Census shows that of the persons enumerated at the age 0—35
there are 1,073 females to 1,000 males compared with only
1,007 in England.” ‘ .

It is a well-known fact in Bengal Proper that the
mortality among the boys is far greater than among
the girls. Among the higher castes, the rate of
female births appears to be in excess of the rate of
male births in certain districts. On the contrary, it
may be pointed out that girls between 10 and 15
are greatly in defect compared with the other sex.
This is due to various causes, z:z., the influx of boy
servants from other provinces, the understatement of
the ages of boys by the ignorant classes, misstate-
ment of the age of girls before and after marriage,
and errors arising from the difficulty of enumerating
the young females in pardanashin families. Practi-
cal experience has convinced the gkataks (or pro-
fessional matchmakers) that among the higher castes,
marriageable girls are largely in excess of marriage-
able boys in several districts of Bengal Proper. It
must also be remembered that a considerable number
of males do not marry at all, while in the case of
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females, marriage is considered compulsory and obliga-
tory. Amongst the males nearly half the total number
are unmarried, whilst amongst the females the figures
of the unmarried are less than a third of the total popu-
lation. This shows that the supply of girls in the
marriage market is greatly in excess of that of
young men. And how is this excess made up? The
re-marriage of widows being strictly prohibited. every
widower willing to marry is compelled to bestow his
hand upon an unmarried girl. The supply of bride-
grooms is thus artificially increased. Moreover, though
polygamy has become scarce, it has not altogether dis-
appeared. By these means every Hindu girl is given
one chance to enter into married life, while many of
her less fortunate sisters in the West get no such chance
all through their lives. The introduction of widow
re-marriage is sure to bring in its train a bevy
of old maids pining for husbands. All over Europe,
women in many cases never get a chance of marry-
ing at all. The statistics of the marriage condition
of the United Kingdom show that out of every
hundred women there, 59°6 are spinsters, 32'8 wives and
7'6 are widows. It has been estimated that more than 15
per cent. of the female population there die as old maids.
Amongst the:Brahmos here, the number of old maids
is on the increase. The evil is not less marked
among the FEurasian community. If enforced maiden-
hood does not lead the women of other societies to the
path of vice, we do not understand why enforced widow-
hood would tend to corrupt the Hindu widows. But
the reformer,. carried away partly by his blind zeal and .
partly by his ignorance of facts, exaggerates the evils
of widowhood a hundredfold and thereby mars his
own cause. Most of the Hindu widows, especially of

.
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the higher castes, lead pious, holy and thoroughly reli-
gious lives. Like angels, they preside over the families
in which they live and in which their influence is con-
siderable. To traduce them as a class is to commit an
unpardonable libel against virtuousness. It must be
admitted that a few of these poor widows fall
into pit-falls of vice and misery. But the case of
a few should not be cited as a general rule. The
writer has made a careful enquiry into the moral
conditions of Bengali widows of the higher castes of
different localities and has been thoroughly convinced
of the healthiness of the moral atmosphere in which
the Hindu widow lives, Only some 2 or 3 per cent.
of the Hindu widows are led astray tempted by the
Devil. So are some married women. If such isolated
instances of incontinence be urged as a valid ground
for abolishing the system of what is erroneously called
“ enforced widowhood,” then it may as well be urged as
a valid ground for abolishing the whole system of mar-
riage. In America, Mona Caird and others have taken
the same view and set their faces strongly against the
marriage system. Unfortunately we have not become
so highly “civilized ” as to appreciate the value of their
arguments.

Our reformers should take a calm and dispassionate
view of the actual condition of the country and make a
careful study of the growth and gradual development of
social institutions, jointly and severally, before thinking
of reforming them. Like all human institutions, social
institutions are liable to degenerate and decay. When
degenerate, they require reformation. The reformer
should know thoroughly the uses as well as the
abuses of a social institution, consider how it is
correlated with other institutions and carefully study the
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part it plays in the social economy before rushing to do
anything with it. The stupid and hasty abolition of
several healthy institutions has been a prolific source of
social degradation. Look to Europe with a calm and
dispassionate mind. In the middle ages, monasteries
and convents sprang up where shelter was given to
men and women who found no happiness in this woeful
world. There they found solace and comfort from
religion and religious training. The whole atmo-
sphere was surcharged with spiritual calmness. The
monks and nuns breathed the holy atmosphere and
found their souls highly elevated. Bur alas! abuses
crept even into that holy institution. The healthy
influence of religion and morality was gone. Monks
and nuns became addicted to vice and sensuality. Vice
in its horrid nakedness appeared before the full blaze of
public gaze. Thousands of chattering tongues raised
their voices to abolish the monasteries. Few paused
to think what particular part that institution had
played in the social economy of Europe. Monas-
teries were abolished. Women who have since been
doomed to celibacy by the pressure of social circum-
stances now find no safe asylum away from the sordid,
sensual atmosphere of the world where they can be
safe against the materialistic tendencies of the age and
the weaknesses that flesh is heir to. From the very
beginning of youth women of Europe are taught, not
only to keep their amative instinct at its pristine
strength, but also to stimulate it by thousand and one
artificial means. Stories of love are dinned into their all-
too-willing ears from every side. Trashy love-stories and
works of fiction are voraciously read* and questionable

* We quote the words of Maupa&sam, the most masculine of modern French
novelists : —“ Any one who looks at life through the medium of fifteen thousand
novels, must see it in & funny sort of light—get quaint ideas about things.”
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fashions of society inflame the amative instincts to the

highest degree. Itis universally admitted that hunger’

and lust are the most violent of all the appetites with
average humanity. If so, how dangerous it is for
society to allow the fair sex, who are naturally very im-
pulsive and emotional, to foster the amative feelings
without making it possible to satisfy them. All'through
Europe a vast army of unmarried women are seen, who
in spite of their best endeavours have never got any
chance of marrying. A European writer says :—

« For what does society do for the feelings it has thus .

trained up ? Does it render satisfaction possible ? Far from it ;
it makes marriage difficult and sordid and all other means
odious and dangerous both to body and soul. Even one
hundred years ago Kant could say thatmen were physically
adult fifteen years before they were economically adult, ze.,
capable of supporting a household and since then the age of
marriage has gone on becoming later and later. And women in
many cases get nc chance of marrying at all. On the effect such
a condition of things must have upon morality, it is unneces-
sary to say anything except that it renders all preaching a
ghastly and unavailing mockery ; but fromthe point of human
misery, the consequences of immorality form too great and
growing a contribution to its sum total to be ignored by
Pessimism ” (vide “ Riddles of the Sphinx,” page 119).
There can be no denying the fact that much of
the social evil is due to the abolitior of the con-
vents where women received religious training and
devoted their ‘time in prayers and religious con-
templation. Protestant reformers liave committed a
great blunder in abolishing a long-standing  social
institution, without setting up a uew one in its stead,
simply because it was being . abused.  All human
institutions are’ liable to abuse and that is no reason
why they should all be abolished.  Tae institution of
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continued widowhood is liable to be abused. The best
way to keep it free from abuse is to impart a thorough
religious training to our women. Feminine nature has
its special virtues as well as special faults. The
religious devotion of a woman is proverbial. And
Tennyson aptly said to the man who seems to have
reached “a purer air” after toil and storm :—

Leave thou thy sister when she prays
Her early Heaven, her happy views,
Nor thon with shadow’d hint confuse
A life that leads melodious days.

Nothing can deviate a woman from the path of
virtue when once the religious feelings are kindled in
her breast. Hence we find so many widows living
angelic lives. We apprehend that the abolition of the
time-honoured institution of widowhood will be a source
of immense danger.

One of the favourite arguments advanced by the
advocates of widow-remarriage nowadays is that the
Hindus of Bengal are dying out as a nation sim-
ply because they do not remarry their widows. A
careful examination of facts shows that this argu-
ment does not hold water. If only one-fifth of the
women in a society contribute to the continuance of
the race, the population can be fully maintained,
the average fertility of marriage being five. It must
be remembered that nearly one-fifth of the total number
of females are widows, the majority being of the age
of forty and upwards. Among the higher caste Hindus,
who prohibit widow-remarriage, the proportion may be
a little higher—say one-fourth of the entire female
population. Of the females enumerated "between the .
ages of 20 and 30, one in every nine is a widow. In
the case of the higher caste Hindus, the proportion may
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be one in every seven at the most. This cannot tell
much upon the growth of population. The cause of
the decay of the Bengali Hindus is to be sought else-
where. It has been said that our Musalman brethren
are fast increasing because they remarry their widows.
The case of our Musalman brethren is different from
ours. Their male population exceeds the female popu-
lation by #wo lakhs.  Polygamy is more in vogue among
them than among the Hindus. Still among them
more than one-sixth of the total female population are
widows. Widow-remarriage cannot safely be intro-
duced unless polygamy is introduced in our society on a
large scale. This is impossible in these days of hard
struggle for existence, consequently it is difficult to
introduce widow-remarriage in our society.

It must be acknowledged that the case of
infant-widows and some girl-widows requires the prompt
attention of society. Theirs is a hard lot' which melts
even stones into tears. The Census Report reveals
the revolting fact that there are some infants who have
become widows before they have completed a single
year of their existence.* Several become widows be-
" fore completing the fifth year of their existence. In
these cases. marriage is a mockery and their enforced
widowhood is a diabolical infliction, perpetrated by
ignorance. The Stkastras do not sanction such a
mockery of marriage. The Sikastra distinctly lays
down that marriage constitutes the knowledge that,
“he is my husband, she is my wife.” It also forbids
the father to marry a daughter who does not know how
to honour and serve a husband and what are the in-
junctions of the S#astras. An infant of a few months

* Infant marriage is in vogue chiefly among the lower caste peoples of Behar
and Orissa who re-marry their widows. Consequently the Census figures need
not stagger us.
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or years cannot have such a knowledge ; consequently
such marriages cannot be regarded as valid.

It is a hopeful sign that the number of infant
and girl widows have gradually been decreasing since
1881, owiny to the general rise of the marriageable age.
The best method of removing the hard lot of child-
widows is to try to raise the minimum marriageable age
to ten or twelve in the case of girls. Here we have the
precedence of the Kulin Brakmins and the dictation of
the Skastras in our favour. If our reformers direct their
attention to this direction, they can easily achieve
success.

SASIBHUSHAN MUKHERJI.




Art. IIL—NIGHT IN THE ANIMAL WORLD.

IN the 1o4th Psalm we find this ascription of

praise to the Creator :—‘ Thou makest darkness,
and it is night: wherein all the beasts of the forest
do creep forth. The young lions roar after their prey,
and seek their meat from God. The sun ariseth ;
they gather themselves together, and lay them down
in their dens. Man goeth forth unto his work and to
his labour until the evening.”

These words lift the veil of night. When dark- -

ness falls and man retires within his dwelling, though
all creation appears to be hushed, in reality a populous
world comes into being, and continues in active
energy, enjoying itself to the full, till the approach
of dawn, when it in turn withdraws, and the world of
yesterday, the world with which man is familiar, gets
again into operation.

The general impression is that the creatures which

move about at night are few and ghost-like, with very
little to do, and that night is what it appears to the

night-blind, a period of stillness and repose. Poets,
who thrive by sacrificing truth to sentiment, simply revel
in this idea and teach us that * Night, sable goddess,
stretches forth her leaden sceptre oer a slumbering
world.” ~

A similar error prevails with reference to the
ocean, the popular idea of which is taken from its
smooth and trackless surface. The spirit of poetry
would dry up if poets eould not sing of the lone sea and
the waste waters. In truth, however, the sea is a

watery world of life. From under the surface down to .

depths where the lead willnot sink, it is filled with living
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creatures of all sizes, all colours, all characters, toil-
ing and resting, raging and sporting, chasing and fleeing,
killing and eating, each according to its kind, fierce,
vicious, jealous, gentle, timid. Huge whales, monarchs
of the watery realm ; ferocious sharks, prowling in every
direction ; millions of herrings moving along like masses
of solid life; and all imaginable kinds of fish, shell-
fish, and insects, some traversing the deep like birds of

- the air, some swarming on the bottom like flocks and

herds, some finding a forest in the sea-weed, and some
with ¢ no place like home ” among the rocks and caves
and shallows.

If a man chanced to be born with eyes to see in
the dark, he would be aware in the dead of night of a
scene of animation that few of us have much conception
of. He would see that a countless number and marvel-
lous variety of four-footed beasts and birds and creeping
things had come out of hiding-places and taken the
place of those which retired at nightfall, and that they
were as busy and as happy as the others had been in
the day. But not having eyes to see in the dark, we
are largely dependent on our ears for an idea of what is
going on when most people suppose the world to be
wrapped in slamber., Even in a town, a place of streets
and houses, strange calls reach our earsin the later
hours of the evening, in the black depth of midnight, or
when the coming dawn makes a grey tint in the east, A
flock of geese may be flying overhead, or a company of
night-herons be winging their way from one feeding "
place to another. They call or cackle as they fly, for
the whole country is spread out to their view and they
know where they are going and have plenty to say. A
coarse squeak reminds us that our inseparable guests the
rats are quarrelling about the privilege of doing us all
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the mischief they can ; while a series of sharper squeaks
announces that the filthy but well-meaning muskrat
is ridding us of cockroaches and other small vermin.

Different squeaks, in the air, overhead, tell of the
bats that have supplanted the swallows and perching
birds. For some reason unknown, birds of the night
are all of the larger sizes: the very smallest is “the
wakeful nightingale” of northern lands, which attracts
attention because it is an exception to the rule. But
the place of little birds is taken by bats, of which
there are seventy or eighty kindsin India. Itis not
exaggeration to say that there are thousands of these
abroad at night, pursuing their insect prey with tireless
activity. Where they find holes, crevices, and corners
enough to hide in during the day is a mystery ; for
they do hide themselves effectually, and leave most
people in total ignorance of the beautiful fur and
bright colours which many of them wear—jet black,
pure white, rich brown, and canary yellow, with
intermediate shades of grey, fawn, cinnamon, chesnut,
and orange.

Bats seem always to suggest owls; so we may
note that the English white owl, or barn owl, inhabits
the cities of India, making its dwelling and its nest
in church-steeples and in the tops of temples, mosques,
and high buildings. It is a great devourer of rats,
and in January, when it has to hunt rats for three or
four hungry young ones, its husky screech . catches the
ear of the least observant persons. On account of
this noise, the name of ‘“screech owl” is often given
toit in England. If there be a wood or lofty rocks
reasonably near the city, a great horned owl will some-
times come in the middle of the night and take its
perch on the roof of a house, and for half an hour
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at a time will send forth dismal, unearthly, far-sounding
groans. This performance gives the owl supreme
pleasure, but it terrifies superstitious people and puts
the philosophy of the wise to a test. This owl is the
most superb of all birds. The golden eagleis as power-
ful and majestic, but its senseless ferocity makes it far
from attractive. Any owl is one of the most intelligent
of the feathered tribe, a real thinker, and the species

~ they knew best was, by the ancient Greeks, shrewdly

assigned to Minerva.

Not the least remarkable of the creatures which
assure us that the world is not asleep at night is the
domestic cat, This animal attracts a party of rivals
and opponents in the darkness, and they get in front
of an open window and abuse one another with in-
creasing fury till the maddened inmates of the house
can stand it no longer. And with cats we must not over-
look the faithful watchdogs, loud of voice and strong
of lung, which make up for the negligence of the
slumbering chowkeedar.

But let us leave the town and occupy a bungalow
or pitch a tent beyond its limits, where there are com-
pounds, gardens, plantations, fields, and perhaps some
jungle. As ssoon as night falls we find ourselves in a
most animated neighbourhood. Having thought last
of dogs, let us listen first to their country cousins, the
jackals. How they howl, understanding perfectly what
each says! Arethey trying to sing? Or reciting the
deeds of former heroes? Or urging one another. to .
great enterprizes ? Or challenging the ghosts of dark- -
ness? Why do they howl, splitting the-air with pibroch’
and slogan? Surely India would not be India, nor
night be night, without jackals. But no poet has yet
risen to strike his harp and sing the true significance of
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the jackal's weird and wild speech that fills the welkin,
out of harmony with every other sound, but in wondrous
harmony with the darkness and the starry sky, or with
the moon and its silver light. Language has been
found for the waves of the sea, the fall of the rain, the
rustling of the trees, and for every voice of the wind;
but when the jackal gives forth its plaint, it calls and
sighs and pleads and wails in a tongue that is unknown.

Yet, when the jackal does not howl, it is very much
of the earth and delightfully attached to its family.
Get behind a window on a moonlight night, and when
itthinks no one is looking you will see it lead out its
cubs from an unsuspected den, and they will romp and
play on the sward like a litter of puppies. It will bring
them a bone from some refuse, or steal them a 12-annas
chicken, and they will have a lively feast while men
. dream that the world is sleeping.

If there be wolves in that part of the country, they

will scour the plain beyond, proverbially hungry, but
actually fat and strong ; and as night advances they will
enter the compound and approach the bungalow in
search of some neglected goat or sheep. They roam in
silence, for Indian wolves do not howl like the wolves of
Europe. More generally distributed than wolves, and
more familiar in frequenting the haunts of men, are
hyanas ; but though they shun the day, they make their
presence known at night by the strange, hacking laugh,
which, once heard, can never be forgotten.

This is perhaps a good place to say a word about
the larger beasts of prey. Everybody remembers that
these do disturb the night; but they are commonly
ranked with goblins, and are not considered to animate
creation as creatures of the day do. It is difficult for us
to realize that before the invention of firearms lions
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and tigers and bears were common everywhere. The
tight little island of Great Britain, in the time of the
Plantagenet kings, contained numerous bears, wolves
and wild boars. The bears and boars were first ex-
terminated ; but the last wolf was killed in the
eighteenth century, and the date is given in books. Of
lions there are now very few anywhere except in
Africa, and they are being rapidly destroyed in that

country. But at one time they were plentiful in the

whole region from Asia Minor to Western Bengal.
The Bible is not a large book, and does not deal with
natural history : yet it contains more than a dozen
references to bears and not fewer than a hundred
references to lions, proving how much these dangerous
beasts were in people’s minds. It is a fact of history
that one of the Roman Emperors collected six bundred
live lions at an exhibition in the amphitheatre. Natural-
ists and travellers of Buffon's time wrote of the Bengal
lion as freely as of the Bengal tiger; and a lion was
killed near Allahabad only about fifty years ago. At
the time of the Mutiny the Oudh Taloogdars had
strong forts, which were surrounded by dense jungle in
which tigers and bears abounded. Not many years ago
a tiger was run over and killed by a railway train near
Serampore, while this very year, 1910, a tiger has been
marauding not much farther from Calcutta. And up to
sixty years ago, despite the slow and dangerous shoot-
ing with smoothbores, ramrods, and percussion caps,
not a few sportsmen could boast of having killed one .
hundred tigers, whereas now to have killed ten makes -
a man a Nimrod. Tigers are now common in India’
only in the Nepal tarai, the Assam hills, the Soonder-
buns and parts of the Central Provinces. But bears are
common in many places, and leopards are more than
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common, they are familiar, wherever they can find
shelter ; and they increase quickly if they be let alone.

A few years ago 1 was told an amusing story which
well illustrated this. A certain large and historic city
lies in one of the most densely populated parts of India.
It is one of the last places where one might expect to
find dangerous wild beasts. However, some skikarees
killed a leopard in the district and brought it to the
Magistrate’s court for a reward. They had kept the
dead beast for a day or two ; so when it was carried

through the station, all the residents in the bungalows

became well aware of the fact. The Magistrate was a
sensitive and fastidious gentleman, without the least en-
thusiasm about sport, and when he heard a noisy arrival
in the compound and his delicate nostrils were assailed
in a distressing manner, instead of paying the usual
reward he fined the men for causing a nuisance. That
damped the zeal of the shikarees, and leopards took

advantage of the truce. There is at the edge of the civil -

station a high rock like a small mountain, with scrub
jungle on its sides, and here the leopards came and mul-
tiplied, and every night carried off dogs and goats from
the bazaar and bustees. People driving round that way
in the evenings used to see leopards perched on the
rocks above them. Meanwhile a new Magistrate, of
sporting proclivities, had been appointed, and he or-
ganized leopard hunts, with the result that eight of the
animals were killed in a short time. In a station on the
Malabar Coast I knew four dogs to be carried off from
Europeans’ verandahs and gardens by leopards in a
month ; and in a remote station of the Central Provinces
I found people more afraid, for their children and dogs,
of leopards after nightfall, than they were afraid of
snakes for themselves.
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But this is a digression: let us get back to our
bungalow in the suburbs. What more goes on there at
night? Commoner than the hyzna’s laugh is the bark of
the little fox, a short, metallic, clucking bark, which tells
that the smallest of the dog tribe is abroad, fresh and
active, on the quest of rats and mice, larks and quails,
frogs and lizards. Heis also a vegetarian, and when
we quote the famous apophthem, *“ sour grapes, " let us
remember that he spoke those words at night.

The only other beast of the plain which makes
much noise while we are in bed is the porcupine, and
anybody who has been alarmed by its fearful grunting
and snorting can understand the significance ot its name,
“ the spiny pig.” Though not equal in size to the giant
rodents of South America, the porcupine is a Goliath
among Indian rodents, and does ruinous damage
among vegetables in a single night. There are plenty
of them, and they alone are enough to make day of
night as they move over the ground in the manner of
rabbits, digging and nibbling to satisfy their hunger.

Need I describe the familiar little mungoose, so
common in Upper India, but not found in the West and
the South? Thatis the solitary day representative of
about a dozen‘ long, lithe, short-legged animals, all larger
than itself, which spend the night as eager for prey as
the foxes, but far more ingenious in hunting for it
These are the civet cats, the toddy cats, the martens,
the badger, and the large mungoose. All of these ex-
cept the last two are expert climbers, and if they cannot
get into our fowl-house by a hole at the bottom of the
door, willlook for a hole at the top, They are all '
silent, and most of them are confirmed skulkers. The
civets especially will creep about within a few feet of
where people are sitting conversing, and so keep in the

.
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shade that not a gleam of moonlight or lamp-light
betrays their presence. And how they scamper off when
an unexpected movement startles them! [f the sun
would suddenly show itself in the middle of the night,
we should exclaim, “ What and whence are all these,
some in the trees and some on the ground, poking their
noses into every hole, searching with the sharpest of
eyes for a nest of eggs, or a sleeping bird, or an unwary
rat ; making havoc in the pigeon-cote, and snapping up
frogs and lizards, and slugs and snails, and beetles and
grasshoppers ? I thought everything was asleep.”

Where theseanimals live, there is generally the com-
mon wild cat, a very fierce creature, a match for several
domestic cats, and dangerous even for a man to corner
or to wound. And there are also several less known
species of wild cats, small in size, but one at least very
beautiful. All these cats have kittens, and besides
adding to the multitude of night prowlers, they lie down

when their hunger is satisfied and watch their kittens

at play. I have twice come on such a family of wild
kittens disporting themselves as tame kittens love to do.

The kind of country we are still in, that is, the
vicinity of fields and dwellings, is the happy hunting
ground of snakes, and few persons are ready to believe
what an immense number of these the land contains. It
iswell known that the six or seven most poisonous
species destroy about 20,000 human beings every year,
besides a vast number of cattle ; and the numbers might
be twenty times greater were it not for the quick-
ness with which snakes get out of the way when
they are disturbed. Surgeon-Major Shortt, in his day
anoted authority on Indian snakes, said he had no
doubt that Bangalore and the open’country for two
miles round it, could yield, I am afraid ta repeat
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how many cobras a week. Apart from venomous
species, there are in India, without Burma and Ceylon,
more than one hundred harmless kinds, and their
number is legion. Some live almost entirely in the
trees, and others cn the ground. The whole of this
multitude have to find their food, and they spend
the night in gliding about noiselessly in search of it.
One of the sounds of the night is the crying of an
unfortunate frog, or an ushappy bird, which a snake
has seized and is very slowly passing down into its
throat. But a snake is not the only enemy that slowly
does frogs to death. 1 remember, one evening in
Bombay, hearing the unmistakable wailing of a frog,
so different from its exultant or riotous croak ; but when
I ran out with a lantern and a stick to kill the snake,
I found it was a muskrat dragging off the struggling
frog into a quiet corner to be eaten.

I have already mentioned the muskrat. As one
can see from its form and habits, the muskrat isa shrew :
it has nothing to do with the order of rodents, and
could not gnaw a hole through pasteboard to save itself.
There are many other kinds of shrew, which live out of
doors : some of them are very small, much smaller than
a mouse, with fine fur, and most delicately formed, quite
the most exquisite of four-footed things. All these
shrews, in the fields and gardens, live over again the life
of the muskrat in our houses, and the squeak of the small
kinds is easily mistaken for the chirp of a cricket.

We all know the large bat called a flying fox, and
the screeching which half a dozen of them can make in”
one fruit tree. But when a string of several hundreds
are seen flying overhead, follow them—it may be
miles—to the orchard of guavas or custard-apples, and
as they revel there, say no more that the animal world is
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even comparatively quiet at night. Then there is
another bat, grim, voiceless, and solitary, the vampire.
It does not suck blood, as the South American vampire
does ; but it devours flesh and bones of birds, frogs,
lizards, small bats, and large insects. It is exceedingly
common, but it affects particular localities, and is not
easily found elsewhere. 1 have seen bungalows in
which bunches of thorns were hung all round the
verandah, under the roof, to keep away these bats.

Let us pause to reflect what enormous destruction
of animal life all this means every night of the year,
and what a scene of bustle and activity darkness covers
round us in every direction. How many little birds
retire to sleep at night, and never see the morning!
How many little mice venture forth in search of seeds,
and are seized, torn, and devoured, under the dark sky!
And the depredation is as merciless in the insect world.

It came to me like a revelation a good many years ago,

in the Central Provinces, when, one night, I took a
lantern into a small patch of rose bushes, to pick a
flower. 1 found the plants alive with beetles, moths,
caterpillars, grasshoppers, and strange flies, all which
were feeding on the leaves and petals, while six or
seven mantises were capturing and eating them. Some
of the moths were of large size, and of kinds which do
not come into the house. Several toads and lizards
had gathered, to see what they could get, and a snake a
foot and a half long was on one of the bushes on the
same quest. A bird, either a small owl or a nightjar,
was there, catching insects too, and flew away as I
approached. The pleasant garden of the day had
become a field of slaughter. .

Who can think of night without remembering the
ceaseless hum and buzz of innumerable crickets, during
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the rains and after, and the loud “katy-did” of various
grasshoppers of the genus so named in America?
Night cannot be called quiet with this music going on
on such ascale. Yet with it, and more clamorous, may
be the croaking of water-frogs, and the  tinkle-tinkle
toot-toot” of tree-frogs, which are alternately hunting
and courting with indefatigable energy. Close at hand,
from time to time ‘““a beetle wheels his droning flight.”
Gray wrote * t4s beetle,” but in this populous country it
is a different beetle every time, and sometimes a giant
as large as three or four of the poet's beetles put
together  Farther off, with methodical regularity a
nightjar, or goatsucker, repeats its ‘‘rat-a-tat-tat,” in a
tone which cannot be imitated. For many hours of the
night that uncouth bird and its mate pursue their avoca-
tion, somewhat after the manner of the roller or * blue-
jay,” looking all round and feeling perfectly at home,
Over and above all these intimations of stirring
life, the listener by night hears a number of notes and
cries and shrieks for which, in all probability, he is
unable to account. Superstitious people put them down
to distressed spirits and malignant demons. But they
are mostly the calls of different kinds of owls, of which
there are many in India. Owls are noisy birds,
although popular belief says not. And there is asto-
nishing variety in the notes of different species. The
screech owl and the great horned owl have been men-
tioned. The little chattering owl needs no mention,
as frolicsome by day as by night, or by night as by
day, Other sorts, large and small, are found outside
of towns and cities, and have all one character,
ineffable dignity, business-like attention to family
duties, and fearless courage. When [ wasin America
a few years ago, in a Western State, anowl not larger
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thana pigeon tore out the eye of a gentleman who
incautiously went near its nest after the young were
hatched. One common species has a claim on our
gratitude ; for it is the only foe except man that the
iniquitous crow fears. This owl (£efupa in science)
dashes through the close twigs and leaves of a tree
where a number of crows have gone to rest, and
when the startled rascals take wing, cawing in
their blindness, wheels, and with another plunge,
seizes one of them in its talons and bears it away

to be torn to pieces as the crow itself has torn

many a little fledgling in its day. Owls give
cries when they are on the search for their food, and
when they have finished their meal they take their
perch somewhere, and according to their ability
emulate the coppersmith, the turtledove, or the night-
ingale. Some hoot, each in a tone of its own ; one
pipes softly and pleasantly ; another moans, and another

screams. And one gives out yells ina voice so awful -

that it seems to be a very fiend in disguise, haunting a
grove which men fear to approach after dark. And who
that has been in the Himalayas has not heard the flute-
like double note of the smallest of all owls, calling to the
sleeper that itis awake ? A choice little bird, finding cheer
on the hillside, cheer in the cold, and cheer in the dark,
and then flitting off to take a cricket to its young ones.
Two terrific sounds remain, which truly turn night
into day. One is the call of the &oe/ or black cuckoo,
working off the balance of the screams which its heroic
efforts from dawn to dusk have failed to finish. The
other comes from the unsleeping cultivator, who sits on
a platform in the centre of his fields, with a sling in his
hand out of which he discharges stones at the w1Id pigs,
jackals, porcupines, deer, and other depredators of his
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crops, accompanying the artillery with demoniac execra-
tions that have no parallel in human speech. When |
was a boy we learned spelling out of *“ Aunt Mavor’s
Spelling Book,” in which there was a lesson like this :—
* The lion roars, the wolf howls, the horse neighs, the dog
barks, the cat purrs, the kitten mews, the eagle screams,
the cock crows, the dove coos, the sparrow chirps,” and
so on through a pretty long list; but no word can be
found for the sounds which the mackanwala produces.

' Let us now pass into the dark, deep forest,
“ where things that own not man’s dominion dwell.”
Night there is no more a time of sleep and silence than
it is in the cultivated country we have left. Active
business goes on all through the darkness. The trees
are great and tall, but strange creatures sport in their
branches and search everywhere for food. On the
trunks grisly lizards utter startling sounds, and large
nightjars, peculiar to the forest, flap up and down in
the moonlight with loud * churrs.” Hereymay be heard
the “bell” of the sambhiur stag and the alarm of the
barking deer, both sure to smite with awe campers who
have not heard them before. Next to wild pig sambhurs
are, in the vicinity of forests, the most destructive of all
animals to the; cultivators’ crops, and it is at night they
chiefly go forth to feed,

One does not think of squirrels being abroad by
night; yet it is a curious fact that the flying squirrels,
large and small, lie in concealment till darkness has
fully set in, and then spend the same happy, active
lives that their wingless cousins do by day. The largest
owls are also in the forest, very wide awake, sitting
bolt upright, almost two feet high, and making the
night resound with their extraordinary hooting ; or else
flying with a great expanse of muffled wings, to strike
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some hare or game bird [for their ravenous and clam-
orous brood carefully guarded in a hollow of a tree.

At night the insect-life in the forest is beyond
computation, and till specimens are seen in a museum
it is beyond belief. In variety of shape, size, and colour,
they evoke wonder and praise to the almighty Creator.
Huge glow-worms move like policemen on .the ground,
and equally large fireflies fly like beetles with Iafntems
among the trees. A light placed on the grass 1s soon
surrounded by an amazing collection, to feed on which

frogs, lizards, monster spiders, and a snake will make

their appearance. And all the time the air resounds with
2 hum and buzz and din which no crickets and long-
horned grasshoppers of the plain can equal. 1f thex:e be
springs of water about, or a little stream, a multitude
of frogs and tree-frogs, as bewildering as the swarm of
{nsects, give themselves up to a night of revelry with a
hundred dulcimers all playing at once. Where they come

from is a mystery ; for if the bushes and grass be well -

beaten by day, only a small number of frogs are dis-
lodged. If a snake glide in among them, they leap
like fish in the water and crickets out of the water; but
in a couple of minutes the chorus is in full blast again.
What Edgar Allan Poe calls tintinnabulation, the tootle
tootle tinkle tinkle, the flutes and silver bells, all going
together, with croaks and shrill pipes marking time,
makes one ask whether Shelley’s skylark knew half the
gladness of these little plain, speckled batrachians. To
think, too, that they find night better than day for enjoy-
ing themselves ; the cool air instead of the fierce heat,
moonlight and starlight instead of sunlight! All along the
hills from Bengal to Burma,-in Assam and Munneepoor,
this [urious melody and boundless merriment may be
realized—during the hours when, the poets. tell us,
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utter darkness has closed its wing and solemn silence
reigns.

The python has its home in the forest, and night,
more than day, is the time when it moves its lumbering
bulk about, keen to swallow a jackal whole as its little
descendants swallow a rat. This mammoth is the sole
living reminder of a by-gone world where generations
of -colossal reptiles possessed the earth and left their
bones for us to gaze at in wonder, It is a mighty mass
of flesh, twenty feet long, and of enormous girth, with
no link to connect it with common snakes. As dumb
as alog, as sluggish as a snail, as stealthy as a fox, and
as terrible as a tiger, without members except a head
and a tail, this vast monster roams the swamp and the
forest, “more subtle than any beast of the field which
the Lord God has made.” It moves in the blackness
of night; it appears in unexpected places; it sees
everything, but gives no sign. I can name not another
living thing that invites contemplation like a python;
and danger need not be apprehended if one stand out of
its reach. In this respect it is like Satan.

There remains to be considered night at the water’s
edge. Nowhere is the animal world more awake and
active by night than on the seashore, along the river’s
bank, round the edges of lakes and. ponds, and in the
midst of jkeels and rice-fields. 1 have mentioned the
mysterious cries one hears in the darkness, loud and
various, and so difficult to trace and account for. Many
of these that are not the cries of owls are made by
certain water birds, which live in a world of their own
and have no acquaintance with the affairs of day or
the birds of day. Because these cries are so sudden
and so wild, fishermen are affected by them and attri-
bute them also to spirits, thus increasing their own awe |
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of the night instead of learning that night is as d.ay,
a time when numberless beasts and birds and creeping
things take their fill of the joys of life. The screams
of the curlew and the whimbrel sound plaintively across
the water, and the metallic clang of the sarus crane is
very effective. So is the boom of the bittern,' where
that strange bird is about. To thfise a dlsturbc?d
lapwing adds its vociferous *“ Did he do it ? ”Yes, .he did
it” The night-heron calls “ Wik, wak,” which has
therefore become its Hindoostanee name. At measured

intervals the rail or crake, in an adjoining field, utters -

its voice like a great quill rubbed across the teeth of a
huge comb; and the little, white-breasted.water-.hen
bellows like two or three bull frogs. A flock of ring-
plovers articulate their joys, and many another wader,
large or small, cries cheer in its own tongue. Observers
who live near the water soon come to know that many
of the creatures named in previous parts of this paper

make their way there, where food is easily found and

crabs are as abundant as frogs. The large fish owl,
a common bird, spends most of its time in an over-
hanging tree, shouting * Hoo-hoo-hoo; ”» and more
than one kind of night-jar jar the night as they hawk
moths and beetles ; for moths are as active by night as
butterflies by day, and there are twice as many of them.
The great tusser silk moths, yellow, brow.n, or green, do
not come into houses nor fly to the light; but they
are abundant outside, as any one may infer from the
quantity of their cocoons that are gathered. The
gigantic waterbug, known in books as belostoma, dqes
come to the light when it leaves the water, and flies
round and round like a bat.. ;
Water-snakes are very active at night, the large
ones after fish and frogs and the small ones after insects.
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They are constantly seen on the banks from boats
which carry a light. But they are all non-venomous,
and nobody minds them. Similarly water-tortoises,
some of which are nearly two feet long, come out at
night to lay their eggs in the sand. Most people in
this country know to be cautious near water at night,
for crocodiles are then as dangerous as tigers in the
jungle. But the factis not so well understood that these
great brutes will go half a mile across land from one
piece of water to another. This explains why a crocodile
is sometimes found in a pool which has been imagined
to be as safe as a bath tub. They have been actually
encountered on these journeys; but as they always
drag large prey under water, to drown it, men and
cattle are unmolesied when water is not near.

There is a well-known bird called the Brahmani
duck, which is really a goose; and it is called Brahmani
because the Hindoos forbid it to be killed, averring that
it is already under punishment. Wild geese are night
fliers and night feeders, and in the cold season this bird,
whose Hindoostanee name is chuckwa for the male and
chuckwee for the female, is heard calling in four syllables
on the bank of a river, and becing answered from the
opposite side; 1 suppose that there is alittle flock of
several of them on each bank, and that they call in turn.
But the village people tell you that for some sin com-
mitted in a former birth, the bird is doomed to perpetual
separation from its mate ; so the pair must stay on oppo-
site banks, and while one calls “ Chuckwa, mai aun 2"
{may I come?), the other answers, * Nakin, nakin, (No,
ro,) Chuckwee.” And so in sorrow they spend their nights.

Day in the animal world, 1 think, has no such
touching story,

BenjaMiN ATkEN.
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Art. IV.—THE LETTERS OF A GOVERNOR OF BOMBAY,
1839-1841.*

(Concluded from page 79.)
91.—SIR WM, MCNAGHTEN, BART.
DAPOOREE, NEAR POONA, 29¢% July 1840.

My DEAR SIR,—I have had the pleasure to receive your
letter of the 3oth, last month. I am obliged to you for the
opinion of Sir Willoughby Cotton. There could not be a
better officer than Sir T. Willshire to command if circumstances
required that a man superior in rank to Brigadier Stevenson
should be sent. This may possibly be necessary if the entire
of the 4oth Regiment from Karachee are called into the field.

We are now making every exertion to throw in re-inforce-
ments to the force in Upper Sind in consequence of the
serious insurrection in that quarter. Nothing but the obstacles
of the Monsoon delays their departure, and though Mr. Ross

Bell writes me that it is desirable that the troops should leave

Bombay at this time, he is not aware of its impossibility,
Early in September we shall send four battalions, namely, the
8th for Karachee and the 6th from Dessa, the 21st and 25th from
" Bombay to Upper Sind. If we can push on a wing from Cutch
overland it shall be done, but I doubt its practicability after
the heavy Monsoon which we have experienced. I am afraid
that Captain Bean is in a precarious situation unless he can be
assisted from Candahar, The union of Seikhs, who have always
been in bitter hostility, shews that it will require vigorous
measures to put them down, but to my mind it shews more
that a well organized plan exists by some external agency,—
that agency is the Lahore Government with which we must be
. no longer satisfied by professions. '

- It appears to me not possible, with safety to ourselves in
Afghanistan, to admit of the Punjab being an independent state,

* The letter copy book in which these letters are entered was purchased by
Mr. Firminger at a book sale by auction at Calcutta. The letters are copled neatly
by a clerk, but one or two seem to be in Sir James’ own hand
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Now that the Russians have been so signally discomfited in
their Khiva expedition, it is the time for grappling with the
Seikhs whose military power has a reputation it does not
deserve. But considering how much is on our hands, we can
hardly carry on extensive operations with our present means,
Some extra battalions should be raised for internal tran-
quillity and to set at liberty a large portion of our regular army
for the field. A corps d’armie to watch the Nepaulese, with a
sufficient force for our Eastern boundary, is all that is required
in the lower part of the Bengal Presidency. A large proportion
of the Madras Cavalry might be ordered up to your Upper
Province, or take the place of ours—the force of that useful
arm at Madras is far beyond its wants and should be brought
into some active scenes. In a word, if we are to come to
blows with the Seikhs it should be with an overwhelming
force which would bring the Service to a speedy termination
I hope soon to hear from you what sort of ordnance and to
what extent you require us to send you on the immediate
opening of the season. The failure of the Russians must
produce the best effect in Central Asia in our favour, and we
ought to make the best use of the breathing time it affords us.
I have no idea the Emperor will relinquish the enterprize.
Pride and interest will combine to renew it at a favorable
moment. I am very glad to find you have got so able a man as
Major Rawlinson as your Political Agent at Candahar. I
predict that he will give you every satisfaction.

Believe me, most sincerely yours,

= (Sd) J. R. CARNAC.
92.—THE RIGHT HON'BLE STEWART MACKENZIE,
etc,, etc., etc.,
CEYLON.

DAPOOREE, 292 July 1840.

My DEAR SIR,—Immediately on the receipt of your
letter, I sent down orders to withdraw the correspondence
about your application for the Sesostris, but unfortunately it
had gone with the rest of our monthly correspondence to the
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Secret Committee, and there is now no help forit. At the
same time it appears to me a matter of no consequence.

I am indeed very happy to hear that your health has so
much improved, and trust it will continue to do so until
perfectly restored. It will not do to expose yourself in ex-
ploring jungles in which I apprehend you contracted the
fever. We are here in a vast deal of bustle by preparing
re-inforcements for Upper Sind directly the season opens—it
is very desirable to get them there immediately if we could,
but the Monsoon prevents us. The accountsof the countries
between Sukhur and Candahar are far from pleasant and
require a vigorous effort to put down insurrection, Affairs in
Affghanistan continue to progress favorably, Dost Mahomed’s
family have come in, he being with two of his sons confined
by the King of Bokhara, who evinces a most unfriendly
disposition towards us. It is certain now that the Russian
Expedition to Khiva has signally failed by the effects of
disease. Contrasted with our success in Affghanistan this,
and her former failure at Herat, will give the British a vast
preponderance in Central Asia.

We are waiting with anxiety for accounts from China.
A Bazaar report says, that Canton has been taken, but I suspect
it is but the shadow of a coming event,

Believe me,
Yours most sincerely,
(Sd.) J. R. CARNAC.

93~H. V., BAYLEY, EsQ. _
DAPOOREE, 30¢% fuly 1840.

My DEAR MR, BAYLEY,—I have now been some days in
possession of your letter of the 3rd instant; the delay in
answering it arose from a reference to Bombay to ascertain how
far we could be of any assistance to you on the object on which
you are employed. '

The only way in which I am aware that you can be furnished
with a memorandum of the Public Works of all kinds executed
under the Bombay Government since 1830 is for the Supreme
Government to call for such a document. In the meantime,
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I will desire the Secretary in the General Department to pre-
pare the materials for providing it, so that as little delay as
possible shall occur when your application reaches us.

Under the second head, you require a political history of
all the Native States under the Government, which would
require more time and attention than we can at present bestow,
with the numerous calls upon us, and with an establishment
hardly sufficient for the current business. It may be observed
that all matters of political importance are now reported to
the Government of India, whose records, therefore, in most cases
will contain the information required by you, where these may
be deficient or where you may require any particular informa-
tion, if you will put yourself in communication with me I shall
be most happy to assist you. Your best plan, perhaps, would
be to seek the information you want in the form of queries to
be returned to you with the answers. By all means also
communicate with my Private Secretary or with the Politi-
cal Secretary, Mr. Willoughby,* both of whom you will find
anxious to execute your wishes,

[ have been much gratified by finding you so prominently
employed in the early part of your public career. I sincerely
wish you all the success you can desire, and there is no doubt
that if your health is spared, the office you hold will lead both
to distinction and preferment.

Our accounts from Lower Sind yesterday give a less
alarming description of the insurrections in the Khelat Country,
but it cannot but strike you as something remarkable, the
union of tribes, which have hitherto been in implacable hosti-
lity. Our re-inforcements to Sind will proceed early in Septem-
ber, and will amount to nearly 4,000 rank and file, and they will
relieve the corps, at present there, if circumstances warrant it.

I am very sorry to find there is any doubt of Lord
Auckland’s extended stay among us. We can hardly afford to
Jose him with so much on our hands. Though not surprised,
I regret that Turton’s + appointment has not been confirmed;

* Afterwards Sir John Pollard Willoughhy, Bart., 3',rd son of Sir Christopher
W., 1st Baronet. Member of Council 1858-66, Born 1798, died 1866.

4 Probably Sir Thomas Edward Turton, Bart. (1780-1854). Registrar of
the Sapreme Court, Calcutta.
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he is unquestionably one of the ablest men of the Indian Bar,
and would have been a good friend to us,

I hope now that we have commenced a correspondence
you will find time occasionally to write to me,

. Believing me, to be always,
Yours most sincerely,
{8d.) J. R, CARNAC.

94.—LIEUTENANT-COLONEL SIR ALEXANDER BURNES, C.B.
DAPOOREE, 3152 fuly 1840.
My DEAR SIR ALEXANDER,—I have now to thank you

for your acceptable letters of the 2oth and 3oth of last month,

The news contained in the latter is most satisfactory. It con-
firms the intelligence which we had received from England, and
the discomfiture of the Russian Expedition to Khiva will
produce a wonderful effect in our faver throughout Central Asia.
We should not, however, remit our exertions to set our house in
order, but rather increase them, for I quite agree with you
that the Emperor will make farther efforts at a favorable
opportunity.

I hope we shall not relax in coming to a proper under-
standing with the Seikhs, to whom, I have no doubt, we are
indebted for the late insurrections both of the Ghilgees and of
the tribes in the Khelat Country. We are doing oury very best
to get up re-inforcements to Upper Sind, but cannot possibly
do it before the 1st September, in the meanwhile I trust there
may be no unpleasant occurrences from the weakness of
: General Stevenson’s force. On my own responsibility I sent
up, just before the rains, the recruits belonging to the corps
under his command. The re-inforcements under orders are the
8th, 21st, and 25th Regiments from Bombay by steamers, and
the 6th by land from Deesa to Hyderabad in Sind. Should the |
accounts continue unfavorable, I shall send some Cavalry
with the latter Corps.

I was rejoiced to hear of the communication which Lord
Auckland has made to you. When Sir William McNaghten
takes his seat in the Supreme Council, you will of course be at.
the top of the tree in Affghanistan, which you have so wel

-
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earned by your services. Sir John Hobhouse is fully alive to
your merits, and has lately given you proof of it by making
you C.B. and a Major in the Indian Army. I hope you got my
letter conveying to you this satisfactory news immediately that
it reached me. How admirably our steamers on the Indus are
serving our purposes, and how fortunate it was that the
Governor-General consented to have an European Regiment
at Karachee. I want to see the steamers make their way as
near to Attock as they can, the moral effect will be prodigious,
as Dominic Sampson says, and will awe the people into
obedience. I would have had more steamers on the river,
could I have had my own way, and more [ think there will yet
be. I want but the order and the deed shall be done. They
may be withdrawn after a good impression has been made on
the country.

The Chinese by this time know something of British
valour. The Admiral left Singapore the 18th of last month,
having been preceded on the 1st by Commodore Sir J. Bremer.*
Probably you may hear something from China where you are
sooner than we can here,

Believe me, my dear Sir Alexander,
Very sincerely yours,
(Sd.) J. R. CARNAC.

95.—THE HONBLE T. C. ROBERTSON,
etc,, etc,, etc.
AGRA.
= DAPOOREE, §¢k August 1840.

My DEAR SIR,—I had yesterday the pleasure to receive
your letter of the 24th ultimo. [t is an important question how
we should deal with the Seiks in their present independent
position. As you invite my opinion, I will give it with the
utmost candour. It has been, for some time, quite evident to
me that we shall be compelled to notice the conduct of the
Lahore Durbar by demanding concessions, which shall give ’
us free intercourse, through the Punjab with Affghanistan, or,
in the event of hesitation or refusal, by declaring war. It

* Sir James Gordon Bremer (1786-1850). K. C. B., 1841.
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cannot be tolerated that a state, professing friendly alliance,
should interpose its authority to such communication with a
kingdom situated beyond it, which every consideration of good
faith and good policy requires us to support. 1 have great
distrust of the Seiks, baving no doubt in my own mind that
the late disturbances and present insurrections are the work of
its Feudatory Chiefs and officers ; and, though the Durbar itself
{s free in friendly professions, that it awaits but the favorable
opportunity to throw off the disguise. It is, in fact, not the
interest of the Seik Government to have a strong government
established in Affghanistan, The state of revolutions and
disorder which has prevailed in that country for the last
30 years may in a great degree be attributed to them and
their dread of a powerful neighbour. The same policy
governs them now, and we shall never have a settled state of
things under Shah Soojah so long as the Seik continues in an
independent position relatively with the British Government,
It has been proved by Sir Willlam McNaghten that their
dependents have instigated the insurrection of the Ghilzee
tribes ; and, though the result of our remonstrances to the
Durbar was an apparent submission by recalling the feudatories
implicated, it has been speedily followed by serious commo-
tions in Khelat and by the union of different tribes in hostility
against us, and amongst whom there never was a community of
interest but, on the contrary, an implacable hatred. How could
this have been produced so simultaneously but by some power-
ful external agency? And where is the power to use it but the
Seiks? The name of the Governor of Mooltan is already used
as the promoter of their proceedings. I have a strong suspicion
that the Seiks reckon on the co-operation of the Nepaulese,
for what cause can be assigned for the unfriendly feelings of
that people ? There can be no better time for setting our house
in order than the present. The Russians have retired, and
India is tranquil—in case of our being driven to war, I think
the means we have are sufficient to meet it, even in the absence
of the China Expedition, I.have had from early timesan
indifferent opinion of Seik courage or their elasticity in diffi-
culties. One, or at most two pitched battles would throw them
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into confusion, and we have now the advantage, which did
not exist in Runjeet Sing’s time, of elements of discord pre-
vailing amongst the ruling authorities. As for the French offi-
cers, they will make terms for themselves, as they did in the war
with the Mahrattas in 1803-4. Our force should be composed
of a large proportion of European Infantry and Cavalry, as well
as Horse Artillery, Something, I feel, must be done, or we shall
soon have Affghanistan in a flame, which would render our
insulated position there one of great embarrassment.

[ am glad to hear you are about to order a battalion
from Ferozepor to Sukhur, as it will arrive before our re-in-
forcements can possibly reach Brigadier Stevenson. By the
1st of next month, or thereabouts, we shall have four strong
battalions of Native Infantry ez route, one of them being
intended, unless urgently wanted, for Karachee, which should
always be maintained by way of reserve. The steamers will
be employed in taking up as many of the troops as they wilj
contain. One of the Regiments, by the bye, is to go direct
over-land from Deesa in Guzerat to Hyderabad in Sind. I
have written to Mr. Ross Bell, and he has but to let me
know his wishes, to ensure my best and most immediate
attention. 1 quite concur with you that your appointment as
Provisional Governor will produce the best effects in your
present position. I hope your health equals the important
labours committed to you.

I am, my dear Sir,
Very faithfully yours,
b (5d.) J. R. Carnac.
96.—SIR W, MCNAGHTEN, BART,
etc., etc,, etc.

DAPOOREE, 1922 August 1340,

My DEAR SIR,~I had the pleasure, three days ago, to
receive your interesting letters dated the 18th, 19th and 2oth
of last month with their enclosures. I am exceedingly obliged
to you for these communications. I confess 1 was not sur-
prized to hear of the perfidy of the Herat authorities; it
fulfils my apprehensions, founded on the previous exposure of
their treacherous correspondence with Persia ; and there is
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reason to fear that they will play the game of the King of
Bokhara by detaining Major Todd and the rest of his party,

I presuine that Lord Auckland will now see the necessity
of adopting the measures which we pressed on him some
months back. Our troops have begun to proceed to Sind
by our steamers, and the whole of the reinforcements will be
at Karachee (I mean that portion of them ordered from the
Presidency) by the middle of September. I will see that
they escort the 15 or 20 lacs of rupees, which you suggest
should be sent in addition to the 20 lacs provided on Mr,
Ross Bell’s application ; besides funds for the ordinary dis
bursements of the troops until the end of the year.

1 am not aware of the state of our negociations with the
Lahore Durbar, except that, in a letter of Lord Auckland’s, he
says, that in the event of hostilities, he thinks our operations
should commence on their Southern provinces, but that he con-
fidently reckons on receiving ample redress to our demands.

In the event of war with the Seikhs, I infer that his Lord-
ship looks to the employment of the Bombay troops in
Upper Sind on that service, in which case they would not
be available for the reduction of Herat at present. You

may probably have the means in Affghanistan to undertake

the enterprize, leaving the Sind force to the country below the
Bolan Pass, and otherwise to act as circumstances may require,
We shall be able to pour in in October re-inforcements of all
arms from Guzerat, either to Hyderabad or by way of Jesselmeer.
The newspapers tell us that a large forceis in preparation in
Bengal, it is said, for an attack on the Nepaulese, but I have
heard nothing of it from any authentic source.

No intelligence has yet reached us of Admiral Elliott, nor
can I guess what effect our demonstration in China may have
produced. Neither has our July mail yet made its appearance,
though it may be looked for houtly.

I beg to enclose a copy of my private letter to Lord
_Auckland as connected with your late communications to me.

Believe me, my dear Sir,

Your most sincerely,
(5d.) J. R. CARNAC.
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Reports have been prevalent of the capture of Khelat by
the son of the late Mehrab Khan, but a letter from Major
Outram discredits them, dated the 3td of this month.

97—W. S. Boyp, Esq.
DAPOOREE, 21st August 1340.

My DEeAR BovD,—I presume this letter will find you
duly installed in your important office, in the administration of
which I sincerely wish you every success. Your immediate
object will, I apprehend, have been to get the assent of Sevagee
to our proposed reform of the Contingent of Horse, which
should no longer be delayed, as he has already verbally
assented to the arrangement.

You will have received or will shortly receive our resolu-
tions regarding the Shastry’s family. With respect to the
delivery of the Sannud, I wish that the formalities suggested
by the late Resident should be adhered to, and that
every publicity be given to it in the manner proposed by
Mr. Sutherland,

I hope you have found Sevagee as amicable as his profes-
sions would lead us to infer, but it is right to mention to you
that reports are prevalent among some of the respectable
natives of Bombay that he still keeps up communication with
Veneeram at Calcutta; and they state, as an evidence of this,
that he retains in his confidence his known associates and that
no measures have been taken, as usual in cases of dismissal, to
sequestrate his residence at Baroda, or indeed to meddle with
any of his property in His Highness’s jurisdiction. This, if
any part of it is true, would shew that Sevagee is not sincere,
and the discovery of his hypocrisy would, I apprehend, be very
fatal to him, I hope you will impress this on his mind, more
for his own sake than for ours ; and, if he denies any leaning
towards Veneeram, point out to his notice the facts above
mentioned.

I enclose herewith a letter with its enclosure which
Lady Carnac has received from the widow of the late
Witak Bow Bhow, with whom she was acquainted when we
were at Baroda. I can take no official notice of it, but you wxll
deal with it as its merits may appear <
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of the dispute between her and the adopted son. She was a
very respectable woman in the days of my residence at Baroda.
Of the adopted son, who was not born I believe at that time,
what little I have heard has been to his discredit. I
allnde to the murder of the Wagra, which in a British Court
might have cost him his life, and for which he was heavily
fined with our approbation by the Guicowar.

We are all well and going on as usual, the young ladies
feel much obliged for thé handsome turquoises, which you
kindly sent them, and which they have had beautifully set. 1
must also thank you for the box of segars which are of prime
quality. The Overland July Mail not yet received, which is
provoking enough, being on the gui vive for accounts from
Aden as well as from England.

Lady Carnac begs her kind regards with her best wxshes
for your prosperity and believe me

My dear Boyd,
Most sincerely yours,
(Sd.) J. R. CARNAC.
Reid is here for a few days.

. 98~—THE RIGHT HONBLE SIR J. HOBHOUSE, BART,,
etc., etc., etc.

DAPOOREE, 26¢% August 1840.

My DEAR SIR JoHN,—Our July Mail did not reach
Bombay till the 23rd of this month, owing to a sailing vessel
bringing it down from Aden, and the baffling winds, which the
vessel experienced at this season on its voyage. I had the
pleasure to receive by it your letter of the 4th of July.

You will have heard of the measures which were taken to
re-inforce the garrison of Aden after the attack of the Arabs
in June. That portion of them which we sent by the Sesostris
has arrived there and the transports with the remainder were
we hear in sight of the place when the Palinurus (which
brought the Mail) left it. The result of the attack by the Arabs
on the sth of July has been reported to you by Captain Haines ;
this was some time previous to the arrival of our re-mforcement
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above alluded to. The lesson the Arabs then received, and the
divisions it has produced amongst the tribes, will probably lead to
future tranquillity. Already some of them have sued for peace,
but we have it in contemplation to send an expedition under
the orders of the Government of India to attack Lahadj and
immediately return. I should hope that the recent discom-
fiture of the Arabs will have the effect of obviating the necessity
of this expedition, which if it is to take place will proceed about
the end of the year. I do not deny under existing circum.
stances the importance of Aden. The French Expedition, to
the Bay of Zulah, of itself requires that we should not give up
our footing in that quarter of the Globe. You may be sure of
our best exertions to give Captain Haines any aid he may
require in planting the British flag in the harbour of Tadjuna,
and we have suggested to him to go there in person, if the
exigencies of the service will permit, and to let us know how
we can assist the object of his instructions from the Secret
Committee. ‘I wish we could get a reply to a reference
to the Court, so far back as before the time of my coming
here, as to our incurring the expense recommended to place
Aden in a proper state of defence. We are going on with
vme indispensable works under the authority of the Governor-
General in Council, but it is rather embarrassing to this
Government that we cannot hear from the Home Authorities,
particularly now that the Secret Committee appears to have
resolved to retain Aden. I am glad to find that you are
about to send a heavy ship of warto those seas, which may
occasionally make its appearance with good effect in the
Persian Gulf.

My present report of the state of our N.-W. relations is not
so favorable as my former communications, but I trust we
sha]l be able to put all to rights in a moderate time. Our
secret despatches faithfully relate all that comes to our know-
ledge, but I must say that our Politicals in Upper Scind and
in the countries below the Bolan Pass appear to have been
most faulty in their information. Tribes bearing implacable
hatred to each other have joined in rebellion, and we have
pow accounts of Shah Newany Khan having surrendered
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Khelat to the rebels headed by Mehrab Khan’s son. The
moral effect of this in the country will be serious; it would
not have happened had Lord Auckland’s recorded opinions as
to the amount of force to be kept in the country, been strictly
attended to. This Government has nothing to say to proceed-
ings in Upper or Lower Scind, but the representations we
received, tho’ contradictory, determined me at once to send
up re-inforcements, the first detachment of which has proceeded
with our steamers, and must have arrived ; the rest will be at
Karachee by the middle of next month. I have no doubt
that these insurrections have been fomented by Sikh gold, nor
more doubt that they (the Sikhs) are in their hearts our
bitter foes and will break out when the proper time arrives.
I do not know what measures Lord Auckland is adopting for
redress from the Lahore Durbar. The proceedings of Herat
exhibit as good a specimen of dcuble distilled perfidy as
can well be imagined. I will not dwell on the subject, having
sent the fall particulars to the Secret Committee, but I send you
some private correspondence . which has passed between Sir
W. McNaghten and myself, and with the Governor-General, as
connected with the Herat affair.

I hope you will approve of the measures I have taken
re-inforce the troops in Scind ; on such occasions there is nothing
like promptitude in acting. Our steamers on the Indus have
been of essential service in taking up the 2nd Grenadiers N.L
and a wing of HLM. 4oth Regiment from Karachee to Sukkar
I think, with a little more experience of the river, we shall do
very well with all our steamers on the Indus, with the exception
of the vessel of that name which draws too much water for all
seasons.

I am concerned to tell you that Brigadier Stevenson,
Commander in Upper Scind, is dead. I had previously suggested
to Lord Auckland that as the force was about to be so materially
increased in Upper Scind, and, bearing in mind thatif the
whole of H.M, 4oth Regiment was called upon, officers muct
senior to Brigadier Stevenson would apply to proceed with
it his Lordship would allow me to offer the command of al,
the troops in Scind to that excellent and experienced officet
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Sir T. Wiltshire ®* now commanding a brigade at Poonah. 1
have not yet received his Lordship’s answer, but it appeared
to me there could be no better arrangement, especially at this
moment.

One political agent in Shawl, to whom Khelat was sub-
ject, committed a great mistake in making over to us the
customs of the Port of Soumeanee in payment of some
advance of money. This port never belonged to the Chief of
Khelat but to the Chief of Biella in the province of Lus; and
Lieutenant Gordon, our agent at Soumeanee, has acted with
singular good judgment by endeavouring to conciliate the
Chief of Biella, and declining to quit his post, when earnestly
recommended, though attended by a very light escort. This it
is which, hitherto at least, has prevented the Biella chief from
joining the rebellion in Beloochistan. The Governor-General
has entirely disapproved of Captain Bean’s proceedings in
this particular instance, and Lieutenant Gordon is still at
Soumeanee.

I have nothing else to say. You may rely on my best
vigilance and the next steamer will, I hope, take you better
account. No intelligence to this day from China.

Believe me,
Yours very truly,
(84.) J. R. Carxac.
09—W. B. BAYLEY, EsQ.
DAPOOREE, 26tk August 1840.

My DEAR BAYLEY,—1 know how much your time must be
occupied, and, therefore, I will not trouble you further than to
send ydu copy of my letter to Sir J. Hobhouse, who will
most likely be in the country when this mail arrives, It con-
tains all the information I have, and it is not very favorable,

.1 have also written to Melvill, who, I dare say, will shew
you the letter. I have received your kind letter of the qth
July, and delivered the inclosure from Mrs, Bayley to Lady

Carnac.
Believe me, etc.,

(Sd4.) J. R.Carnac.

* Wiltshire.
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100~HI1S EXCELLENCY
LT1.-GENL. SIR LIONEL SmiTH, BT, K.C.B.

JAPOOREE, 2024 August 1840.

My DEAR SiR LIONEL,*—1 had yesterday the gratification
to receive your letter of the 24th of last month, and con-
gratulate you on your assumption of the Government of
Mauritius.

I was sorry to hear your health was so indifferent in Eng-
land, and, though in some degree the climate may be to blame
I think something may be attributed to the want of occupation
which is vital to one of your active mind. You must have found

Jamaica an onerous charge,which,I had understood,you managed -

with singular tact and talent, and that you were worshipped by
the Negro population. The Missionaries, however, were too
powerful, and the Government too weak to carry out what they
approved. Judging by the newspapers, your successor Sir Charles
Metcalfe is already at variance with some parties on the Island,
as all have been who have preceded him, and [ only hope he
will be supported. I am afraid your present charge will not
be a bed of roses, though you say the Mauritius is a sugar
colony, the rules and regulations for our Indian labourers will
require the exercise of your well-known benevolence avnd
perhaps of your power. I do not join in the cry that the
system is an indirect renewal of the odious slave trade, pro-
vided full and efficient means are taken to give protection to
the labourers, and that they are allowed to depart on the ex-
piration of their engagement, Nothing perhaps is more necessary
than legislative provisions for their care and comfort in their
passage to and from India. You will be glad to hear that myself
and family have hitherto had no reason to complain of the
Indian climate, butit is true we have advantages by resorting

to Mahabeleswar and this place which afford no criterion of jt.

I have an excellent house, or rather bangalow, at the hills which
belonged to Sir R. Grant, where we propose to spend the hot
months, and I can communicate with Bombay in 24 hours.
Dapooree you must know well, it is very muck what it was in

® Sir Lionel Smith. Created a Karonet at the Coronati f ictori.
Born 1778, died 1842. See Buckland : Dicsionary of Indxbna;:g:apg:f n Victoria
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your time. As to Bombay itself it is so altered in point of
general improvement and the extension of European society
that I should have hardly known it again. But the greatest
change is amongst the Natives. Education has been, and is
making rapid innovation upon their exclusive habits, and sap-
ping the foundation of their superstitions, The Missionaries,
by some of their zealous proceedings, have I think rather stayed
the march of mind by unnecessarily alarming their prejudices :
these people have done good by establishing schools and if
they would but let events take their natural course it would
be well. Government, however, has taken the education of the
people very much into their own hands, and our progress in that
respect in the provinces is very encouraging. As to the business
of the Governmeunt, it is threefold more than even in the days
of Elphinstone, and our position as a frontier staticn makes us
have many more external relations. The Government, when I
came here, was in a somewhat agitated state. Though the troops
had got to the confines of Affghanistan, there had been no
collision with the enemy, and it was uncertain what obstacles
might be encountered in the first difficulty of getting through
the Bolan Pass. The disaffected in India were alive to the
difficulties of the enterprize, and the mass ot the people on the
tiptoe of expectation,doubting what was to happen. There was no
doubt of the native chiefs being leagued, and ready to acton the
first favourable opportunity. The Governor-General in Council
had unanimously declared that the Rajah of Sattarah should
be deposed. 1 arrived just in time to urge that I should be
allowed to visit him to save him from what had been resolved
upon. The result you know!: I found him inexorable to my
appeals to agree to terms of the most moderate description,
and, when I considered the state of India and the influence of
his pame in the southern part of it, after repeated warnings of
the consequences of his contumacy, which be constantly and
not very courteously disregarded, I had but one course, however
painful and however it might expose me to the objections even
of my own friends. Amongst them Forbes, no doubt in the
conscientious discharge of his duty and from the benevolence
which characterizes him, has been very conspicuous in the
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advocacy of the Rajah, but it appears to me that he would have
thought differently had he been on the spot and seen all.
The consequence I verily believe of the Rajah’s deposition was
the early submission of the Guicowar, whose acts for a series
of years had laid him open to severe displeasures and who was
at the zenith of his misconduct at the time of the Rajah of
Sattarah’s downfall. Now, I am happy to say, he has nearly
complied with our demands, and I hope to see our relations
with him placed on a permanent footing. The whole country
is in 2 tranquil state, including Chin la Mum Row and the rest
of the Southern Jaghirdars. Chin la Mun Row made many
enquiries about you, as well as several others of the Sirdars,
who bear a grateful recollection of your kindness towards them.

You may feel some interest in our proceedings in the
N.-W. Our prospects of tranquillity in that quarter were at first
very promising, but what with the intrigues of Persia through
Russia and of the Sikhs (as it appears to me) there is much
chance of work to do. But I have no doubt that Lord Auck-
land’s policy will be energetic and decided, and the game will
then be in our own hands.

Beloochistan is in open insurrection. Khelat, there is too
much reason to fear, has been surrendered to the rebels headed
by the son of the late chief who was killed on the capture of
that place by Sir T. Wiltshire. Some of our posts have been
taken and officers and men put indiscriminately to the sword.
In consequence we have got up by our steamers in the monsoon,
no doubt to the surprise of the people, some troops into Sind,
and altogether four native corps are on their way to the same
quarter. 1 have myself no fear but that we shall soon put
down these Beloochees and rectify what has gone wrong, but
this, I fear, is not all that we have to apprehend. The Russian
advance towards Khiva excited great attention, it is true they
have retreated, but it is but for a time. \We should make the
best use of the respite they have been forced to give us. Their
possession of Khiva and the wonderfully productive banks of
the Oxus will place them in a formidable attitude to our

‘Indian possessions. We are just now surrounded by war and
rumours of war, The papers say we are on the brink of a
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rupture with the Nepaulese, and I do not seethat we can
maintain our present relations with the Sikhs with any
dependence on their good faith., From China up to this date
we have heard nothing—much will be gathered to enable us
to form some estimate of the means of the Chinese to oppose
by their first essay in war with an European power. Such,
then, is our present position in India, one no doubt of some
anxiety, butif matters come to an extremity we shall over-
come our difficulties as we always have done.

I have the pleasure to know the Lieutenant-Colonel of your
Regiment. He is now Commandant of the garrison at Bombay,

~and I have always found him a most zealous officer. You

may be sure of my attention to your recommendation of hin.
I had great satisfaction in being able to be of some service to
your friend Captain Aston. I found him acting Assistant to
the Political Agent in Cattywar, on a vacancy I nominated him
Assistant in that department, where, from his qualifications,
his services will be highly useful. Colonel Stevenson of the
Artillery, whom you may have known, and who was selected by
Lord Keane for the command in Upper Sind, died, I am sorry
to say, on the oth of this month. [t was my wish that Sir
T. Wiltshire should be appointed to the command of all the
troops both in Upper and Lower Sind, but his health is so
impaired that he is compelled to proceed to Europe.

I hope you will not be tired w.ta ais long letter. I shall
be most bappy to maintain a correspondence ; knowing the
interest you take in India, and being now so near you that
you will be able to favor me with your sentiments, and when
necessary witlt your advice. Lady Carnac begs to join me in
every kind of remembrance to Lady Lionel Smith, who, we
think, will prefer the climate of Mauritius to that of Jamaica.

Believe me, my dear Sir Lionel,
Ever sincerely yours,
(Sd.} J. R. CARNAC.
101.—SIR W, B. MCNAGHTEN, BART. '
. DAPOOREE,- 15¢ September 1840.

My DEAR S1r,—I have this morning received your letter

by express of the ultimo, and hasten to inform you thay
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from the complexion of affairs in Upper Sind, I had anticipated
the sanction of the Governor-General in Council for sending
re-inforcements. There was some difficulty at this season of the
year, but we employed two of our steamers to carry as many
up to Kerachee as possible. The 1st detachment of the 25th
Regiment has been safely landed at Kerachee, and on the
return of the steamers, the remainder of that Corps has also pro-
ceeded, and by this time must have reached the same destination.
The 8th Regiment and 21st will embark in transperts on the
1oth and 20th of this month, while the 6th Regiment has pro-
ceeded by the land route from Deesa in Guzrat vid Parkar
to Hyderabad. As many camels as could be had in Guzerat
have beenn sent with this corps, while others have been pur-
chased in Cutch and Lower Sind. It will depend on the
Political Agents in Upper and Lower Sind, subject only to the
Supreme Government, how to dispose of these corps, but I
entirely agree with you that we should be prompt in re-captur-
ing Khelat, and signally punishing the rebels. I am afraid the
fall of this place will be attended with many mischievous effects,
which can only be lessened by a vigorous exertion. I feel, I may
almost say confidently, that the Sikhs are the instigators of the
serious insurrection in Beloochistan, as you proved them to have
been of that of the Ghilzees. I have heard nothing from Lord
Auckland of his intentions, consequent on your letters to him or
of mine, on the subject of Sikh intrigues. His Lordship has a
great deal on his bands, and there has not been time, perhaps
to make up his mind on the momentous question submitted to
him. 4

We can send some further re-inforcement in case of any
further exigencies by way of Guzerat into the heart of Sind
1 conclude you have not heard again from Herat. Your sus-
picions of Yar Mohamed’s views towards Candahar quite tally
with my own. 1 hope all is quiet in Affghanistan. You do not
say how Dost Mahomed got out of the hands of the King of
. Bokhara, If he should come in, I should say with all deferencs
that he ought not to be allowed an asylum anywhere west o!
“the Indus. :

© The news of Khelat was known to the natives some days
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before the intelligence reached us, and there appears to be more
than ordinary curiosity amongst them in the Deccan.
We have Ja;d-yét'_:f?l‘é' “news from China, and the Bengal
” Tl s

newspapers ‘ﬁﬂ"u@ fReres to »be;h..yvar with the Nepaulese.
o \%Bélieve me, my dear Sir,

AN ) o k5 .

- ?") urs most sincerely,

/ 7 8 / ﬂ (8d.) J. R. CARNAC.

102—M z;JOR OUTRAM. O 4

7
b

7

%
 DAPQOREE, 8#& Septem@y 1840. (Confidential.)

My DEAR G'\UTRAM;-—"’I.:haXE”heard this morning from
IL.ord Auckland, dfa%?t.." 28th Auzust. He expressed his wish,
which he had before commiiinicated to me, that military move-
ments may not be too hastily or hazardously urged forward.
If he alludes to those from Upper Scind we have no control
over them—of those which have and are taking place from
this Presidency we are relieved from all apprehension by the
arrival at XKarachi of the first detachment, though in the
midst of the Monsoon. The rest will goat a time when country
boats from Sind have taken to the sea, namely, the 10th and
20th of this month respectively.

1 send, for your own information, the following passage
from his Lordship’s letter. “Bell is ahout very shortly
altogether to retire, and when this takes place and offices are
a little more settled, your views in regard to Scind may very
well be considered. I have always looked on the present
arrangement as only temporary.” Now these views were, as
I originally proposed, that the charges of Upper and Lower
Scind should be committed to one functionary and that this
charge should be confided to you. I submitted also, that you
should be placed under the immediate control of this
Government, subject to the general orders of the Governor-
General in Council. How far this last proposition may suc-
ceed is doubtful, but I think when Mr. Bell retires, you are
likely to be appointed to the joint charge; and in better hands .
permit me to say it could not be.

Again His Lordship says “1 did not intend that our
orders for the recall of the Jndus should be peremptory and
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will gladly revoke them if it should be thoroughly probable
she would be useful towards the mouth of the River.” Should
you think so, by all means retain her in present times.

Believe me,
Yours very sincerely,
(8d.) J. R. CARNAC.

103.—Ro0ss BeLL, Esq.
DAPOOREE, 8tk September 1840.

DEAR SIR,—I had yesterday the pleasure to receive your
letter of the 23rd wl/timo. In the meantime you will have been
informed of the arrangements made by this Government for
re-inforcing and ultimately relieving the Bombay troops in
Upper Sind. Upward of 1,000 bayonets have already been
landed at Karachee, and, by this time, I hope they are on the
march for Sukkur, and may they avoid the worst part of the
unhealthy season. The 6th Regiment from Deesa was to
march from that place on the 28th ultimo for Hyderabad, and
will, I trust, reach that place without accident, though this
route has never yet been traversed by our troops.

Colonel Farquharson at Karachee is in hopes of obtaining
camels sufficient for two regiments. As many as are obtainable
in Cutch and Deesa and its vicinity will be procured, and the
supplies drawn from these quarters will, I trust, be ample, with
those you are yourself collecting, for all you want. All officers
on staff-employ belonging to the Regiments serving in Sind
have been ordered to join except those in political employ,
I am also adopting measures for adding to the number of our
Artillery officers to our detachments in Scind. Major-General
Brooks has been appointed to the Sukkur Brigade. Heis
considered one of our best officers of the highest grade. In
regard to your proposal to send a Brigade direct to Khelat v#4
Soumeanee it has come too late ; even were it deemed practic-
able, the route is almost unknown, and has been reported
impracticable for artillery. Independent of this, however, I do
not think 1 could have felt myself authorized to adopt this
measure till I am informed what steps the Governor-General
~ intends to take consequent on the fall of Khelat. I do not
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approve of Captain Bean’s policy to recognize usurpers, for
this would undoubtedly be construed into an acknowledgment
of our weakness. This Government, however, as you are
aware, has no voice in the question as to what policy should be
pursued, and could not adopt a measure like that you propose
in anticipation that it will be so and so. In regard to Irregular
Horse I am sorry I can give you no aid. The Poona Horse
cannot be required to proceed on Foreign Service,and 1 can
hardly expect they will ever again volunteer after so many of
this body were detained when the grand campaign was con-
sidered terminated. [ am well aware of the emergency which
has led to the detention, but it is much to be regretted from
the bad effects it has produced on the spirit of the Corps
generally. [ quite agree with your opinion of Shah Neway
Khan’s conduct. As far as our present information extends,
he only bent to the storm and took all practicable means for
Mr. Loveday’s safety. I shall be happy to hear from you of
the result of your approaching military operations and re-iterat-
ing the expression of my earnest wish to render you every
assistance in my power from this Presidency.

Believe me, my dear Sir,
Faithfully yours,
(§d.) J. R. CarnNac.

104—SIR ALEXANDER BURNES, KT, C.B.
DAYOOREE, 1122 September 1840.

My DEAR SIR ALEXANDER,—I have had the pleasure to
receive your confidential letter of the ultimo with its highly
interesting inclosure. The picture you give of Shah Soojah’s
internal administration confirms in a material degree the
accounts we have occasionally seen in the newspapers, and it
is an evil of greater magnitude than the partial disasters which
have taken place. 1 can easily imagine the delicate and
difficult situation in which Sir W. McNaghten is placed, and
what good maragement is necessary to correct the evil without
disgusting the Shah, and giving a custom to the people for
representing him but a puppet of the English. In the external
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policy we are called on to adopt, my opinion has been
strengthened by passing events ; a vigorous and prompt exhi-
bition of our power would leave the game in our hands with
comparative ease ; but Lord Auckland, whose means of informa-
tion are far superior to mine, seems to me to think differently ;
he does not propose to take measures against Herat on which
I calculated confidently but he proposes eventually to fix a
large force at Quetta to support Candahar and, at the same
time, to overawe Baloochistan. The possession of Herat, the
key of Affghanistan, to my comprehension, would complete
our barrier as far as Affghanistan is concerned, and its gross
perfidy justified the end. I am indeed sorry to hearof the
unquiet spirit of the Affghans, and how thoroughly we appear
to be disliked. This we may ascribe to the intrigues of the Sikhs,
who ever have, and will stir up disturbances in Affghanistan,
but Lord A. does not look upon their proceedings in so serious
a light as myself, and I do not think he will take strong
measures, at least uutil something more is developed.

You will have heard of what this Government, on its own
‘responsibility, has done on hearing of the disturbances at Quetta :
by the end of this month we shall have four thousand bayonets
in Scind in addition to those already there. More than 1,200
‘were landed at Kerachee by our steamers in the midst of the
monsoon, and others are following rapidly—the moral effect of
this will be very good as well as that of marching a battalion
straight from Deesa to Hyderabad of whose progress we have
favorable accounts. The surrender of Khelat is much to be
lamented, and it ought to be speedily retaken. I do not under-
stand Captain Bean’s policy of recognising the usurper, and
suppose it will not be listened to. It appears to me that it
would be a premium for rebellion and infect the discontent all
-over the country. Major-General Brookes has been appointed,
to succeed the late Colonel Stevenson, Sir T. Wiltshire to whom
it was first offered being compelled by ill-health to return to
England. If any further aid is wanted from this Presidency it
shall be promptly and cheerfully given, but it seems almost a
pity that, though so near at hand, this Government has nothing
1o say (beyond furnishing troops) to any proceedings in Scind.
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Pray, make my kind respects to Sir W. McNaghten. I am
sceptical about Dost Mahomed’s friendly intentions, and be-
they what they may, a man of his reputation and talents
requires to be narrowly watched, as well as his brother, who has
already surrendered. I am glad to find that if Dost Mahomed
comes in, he will be sent off to Kurdistan to end his days in a
comfortable provision. Qur August overland packet is daily
expected. No decisive news as yet of our operations in China.

Believe me, my dear Sir Alexander,
Yours very sincerely,
(8d.) J. R. CArNacC.
105.—MAJOR RAWLINSON,
Political Agent, Candahar.

DAPOOREE, 112k September 1840,

My DEAR SIR,—I have now to offer you my best thanks
for your interesting and kind communication of the 2nd
August. I bad heard with great pleasure of your appointment
to Candahar, and though you are so good as to attribute it to my
recommendation of you to Sir W. McNaghten, itis to yourself
alone you owe your present advancement. I knew you by
reputation before I had the pleasure of knowing you personally,
and had the advantage in England of seeing some of your corre-
spondence from Persia; add to this, in a letter I had from Sir
John McNeill, he spoke of you both in his personal and official
capacity in the highest terms of commendation, which letter
I forwarded to the Envoy. So much for this matter, and it
remains for me only to offer you sincere good wishes for your
welfare and prosperity.

I shall be exceedingly indebted to you for your promised
communications from Candahar. Affghanistan is becoming
gvery day more interesting, and our means of information as to
its real state here are far from abundant. It does not appear
to me, from what you say, that we are in a comfortable state in-
that country, or that the people are at all reconciled to the"
new order of things; but at whatever sacrifice in the way of
expence which its retention may entail, now that we bhave
such clean proofs of the designs of Russia, we can never retire
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from it. I quite agree with you in the policy of annexing
Herat to Shah Soojah’s dominions, and thereby completing the
barrier against foreign aggression as far as Affghanistan is
concerned, but I question if this is the view of the Governor-
General or that his Lordship would authorize the more
extended views you mention towards Bokhara being acted on.
In this I should agree with his Lordship, looking on the
Russian question as one we cannot deal with from India, but as
belonging to the consideration of the Cabinet of England. 1
foresee with you the danger of Russia occupying the Delta of
the Oxus, and that, if she subdue Khiva, with her alliance
with Bokhara, the consequences will lessen the security of
our Indian Empire. Such a proceeding on her part would, I
should say, warrant a continental war, and I do not think
Russia is politically prepared to enter on any such hazardous
enterprize. At the same time, I do not see any objection,
far otherwise, to our maintaining a friendly intercourse with the
Chiefs of Khiva and Kokan, and, while we acquire by these
means a knowledge of those countries, we might conciliate the
people by shewing the disinterestedness of our Affighan policy.
I should not attempt to enter into any ofiensive or defensive
alliances in Turkistan until the Cabinet at home shall have
marked out the policy to be pursued there, and is prepared to
support it from the resources of England. We have much,
I apprehend, to do in India before we can hope for security in
Affghanistan, and it will require all our available means te enable
you to effect a proper arrangement. I have no faith in the
"Sikhs, and the time I think is not far distant when they ought
to be placed in a different relative position. These insurrections
in Beloochistan will, I hope, soon be put down, but promptitude
in this will save us many troubles hercafter. Ido not concur
in Captain ~Bean’s policy of recognizing the usurper. It
appears to me that it would be construed into an acknowledg-
ment of our weakness, and a more injurious impression as
regards us could not be imparted to the Affghans, already dis-
contented and ripe for resistance. I can hardly think Dost
‘Mahomed’s approach to the confines of Affghanistan is with any
friendly design. He should be vigilantly watched as well as
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his brother who has already surrendered himself, and certainly
he should not be allowed to reside west of the Indus where his
influence must still be considerable. In the hope of hearing
from youwhenever your convenience may admit of your writing.

Believe me, my dear Sir,
Very faithfully yours,

(Sd.) J. R. CARNAC.
106.—H1S EXCELLENCY

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL SIR THOMAS MCMAHON, BART,
K.C.B.

etc., etc., etc.

DAPOOREE, 1522 September 1840.

My DEAR SiR THoMAS,—Colonel Ovans is anxious that
Brevet-Captain Whitmore of the 11th Regiment should be
appointed acting Line Adjutant at Sattarah, in order that he may
be placed in charge of the Rajah’s new Corps during Lieutenant
Thomas’s absence. If you see no objection, will you kindly
nominate Captain Whitmore in such a manner as will clearly
shew that the appointment is only temporary, and that it is
intended that Lieutenant Thomas of the 8th shall resume his
duties, whenever his services with his Corps can be dispensed
with.

I enclose a letter which 1 received late yesterday even-
ing from Lord Auckland dated the i1st of this month. You
have already warned the 3rd Cavalry for field service. The
detachment of this regiment now at Balmeer should immediately
be directed to this fact and to join Headquarters on the line of
march. You will be good enough to determine which troop of
Horse Artillery should be sent: that at Deesa appears to me
fpost convenient, but it formed part of Lord Keane’s force. 1
think our best plan will be to order the whole of the Queen’s
4oth up to Sukkur, and perhaps to send a wing of the 41st up
to Sukkur, and perhaps to send a wing of the 4Ist up to -
Karachee, but upon this latter arrangement I would like to have
your sentiment. A good engineer, either Waddington or Peat,
and a good commissary (Davidson) ought to be appointed as
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well as a good staff to General Brooks. Major Wylie * it seems
to me would be a good man, not only from his general qualifi-
cations but from having before been in Affghanistan. It would
be most acceptable to me if these arrangements could be made
in double quick.
Believe me, my dear Sir Thomas,
Yours most sincerely,

(8d.) J. R. CARNAC.

107~SIR WM. MCNAGHTEN, BART.
etc., ete., etc.

DAPOOREE, 16tk September 1840.

My DEAR SIR,—The last mail brought me a letter for you '

from our friend Bayley which I hope you have received. Our
reinforcements to Scind are making every progress. The land-
ing of the troops in the midst of the Monsoon appears to have
produced an admirable moral effect in the country. Lord
Auckland, on hearing of the fall of Kelat, recommends me to
send in addition a regiment of Cavalry and a troop of Horse
Artillery, with the view eventually of forming a station at
Quetta, an arrangement which I took the liberty of suggesting
to his Lordship. We are going to send up to Sukkur the
remaining wing of the Queen’s 4oth, this Regiment with two or
three battalions and the abovementioned details with a com-
plement of Artillery will furnish the means of overawing
Beloochistan and of supporting Candahar, which in Affghanistan
is the point to which we should look at present. His Lotd-
ship, however, does not in the least incline to the policy which
I suggested to him, in the event of the Sikhs not strictly ful-
filling their engagements, nor to our proceeding toannex Herat
to Shah Sooja’s dominions after the late perfidy of Yar
Mahomed. The news from England holds out an expectation of
an amicable settlement of our differences with Persia, but there
is every prospect of a war with Mahomed Ali of Egypt. Our
fleet in the Mediterranean has already blockaded Alexandria,
Syria,and the Island of Candia, and Colonel Hodges, the Queen’s
Consul, has warned the English residents in Egypt of the

# Probably Sir William Wylie 1s referred to.
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critical state of affairs. It is understood that the Pacha relies
on the physical assistance of France, but I can hardly believe
that Louis Philippe will render it at the risque of a conti-
nental war. In the meantime, however, the Pacha may
interrupt our overland communication.

I know of no other intelligence of importance by the late
opportunity unless it be the death of Lord Durham.

Yours most sincerely,
(5d.) J. R. Carnac.

108.—THE LOorRD ELPHINSTONE, G.C.H.
etc., etc., etc.
DAPOOREE, 16¢% September 1940.

My DEAR LORD,—I have had the pleasure to receive
your letter of the 3rd of this month. Ve have already called
for an estimate of the expence of making a road as far as
Beejapora, the limit of our territories on the Madras side, and
pe assured of our cordially co-operating with you in recommend-
ing the adoption of this line of road in conjunction with
your’s to the early sanction of the Court of Directors.

Nothing I apprehend but finarcial difficulty can prevent
the Court from giving us support for the reasons your Lordship
assigns,

The August Mail has brought us one piece of important
intelligence, namely, the prospect of war with Egypt. Our fleet
in the Mediterranean had already commenced the blockade
of Alexandria, Syria and the island of Candia, and Colonel
Hodges, the Queen’s Consul, had warned the English residents
in Egypt of the critical state of affairs. The Pacha had
indignantly rejected the terms offered him by the Porte,
backed by England, Austria, Russia and Prussia, and relies
upon France, but I can hardly believe that Louis Philippe will
run the risque of a continental war. I had by the same
opportunity a letter addressed to your Government for my
information and guidance. It related to your absence with your
colleagues from the seat of Government declaring itto be
illegal and that the absence of any one of us from the Presi-
dency, according to law, suspended our powers for the time
being. This order places me in a very embarrassing position
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because the experience, which I have had of Bombay has
convinced me that, if compelled to reside there at all seasons
these orders are my death warrant.

You will have seen the state we have got into in
Beloochistan. Apprehending the storm, I ventured on my own
responsibility to send up re-inforcements by our steamers in
the midst of the Monsoon, which have arrived at Karachee
without an accident of importance. This has been approved by
the Governor-General, but the moral effect of landing troops
at such a season has been admirable all over thecountry. 1
hope we shall soon be able to rectify matters. So far it is some

consolation to us at Bombay that we have nothing to say to

political arrangements either in Lower or Upper Scind.

You may be sure, that,if I am at Bombay when your
young officers arrive there on their way to Affghanistan, they -

shall receive from me every attention in my power. 4

Sir Thomas Wiltshire I am sorry to say was unable from
bad health to take the command in Scind, and General Brooks
of the Company’s Army has been appointed, and probably
your young officers may go in company with him, as he is now
on his way from Mhow, where he commanded.

Lady Carnac and my daughters beg to be very kindly
remembered to your Lordship. Their health, thank God, has
been good since they came to this climate, and so was mine
until lately, when I felt that I was not so strong asin the
first year of my residence. I thank you for the hint about the
Neilgherries in a case of necessity, I sincerely hope the air
of the hills has quite restored you. '

Believe me, my dear Lord Elphinstone,

Ever sincerely yours,
(8d.) J.R. CAarNAC.

109.—THE HoN’BLE T. C. ROBERTSON, : .
etc,, etc., etc.
DAPOOREE, 22nd September 1840.

My DEAR SIR,—I thank you for your note of the 8th of
this month, It contains very interesting and valuable informa-
tion and at all events we must be vigilant.
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You will have heard of the disastrous affair of Major
Clibborn’s detachment within a few miles of Kaham, We have
lost no time in adding to the reinforcements for Scind, the
3rd Cavalry, two troops of Horse Artillery, a wing of the
Queen’s 41st to take the place of the 4oth regiment ordered up
to Sukkur immediately on the route becoming healthy, and
some foot artillery from Bhooj are ordered to Scind, and will
proceed directly we can get carriage and freight for them. The
cavalry of all arms are to go overland. The difficulty is in
getting followers, the service in Scind being very unpopular with
that class of people. \We are straining every nerve to procure
a sufficiency of camels.

I look to the Dussera as the period when the disaffected
will exhibit their intentions, and amongst them I am quite
prepared to find our faithful allies, the Sikhs. (Vith this
view, I have ordered a portion of the Queen’s 2nd and of the
4th Dragoons to hold themselves in readiness. I have in
reserve the I7th Foot and one more native battalion, but
that is the extent of our available means unless the Madras
Government can afford us any assistance in the way of
troops.

We are also not without some anxiety about the news
which the last mail brought us from Egypt. I can hardly
guess whether Mahomed Ali will resist the blockade of
Alexandria, but I can hardly believe the French will venture
a war with the four powers on his account. We are quietly
taking all the means in our power for the defence of Bombay,
we have acgpunts of a French squadron, consisting of a 44 gun
frigate and four smaller ships, being on their way to the Red
Sea, and in these parts we have not a single ship of H.M.
Navy.

My last letter from Lord Auckland seemed to hold out
hopes that our differences with the Nepaulese would be recon-
ciled, but we shall see.

Believe me, my dear Sir,
Very faithfully yours,
(5d.)) J. R. Carnac,
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110.—C. NoRRIS, ESQ.
etc., etc.

DAPOOREE, 237d September 1840.

My DEAR MRk, NORRIS,—The August mail brought me
your letter of the 3rd of that month. [have already written
to Robertson, in reply to a letter I received by his son, and can
only repeat what I then said—that the course, which in his
conscience he thought proper to pursue in regard to the case
of the Rajah of Sattarah, had not in the slightest degree
diminished those feelings of personal regard which had sub-
sisted between us for the last 40 years. God forbid that legiti-
mate differences of opinion on public questions should ever
sever old ties of friendship or interrupt those mutual good
offices which that obligation calls for. [t is not in my nature, if
I know myself, to have any such feelings, and, as I originally felt
towards my old friend Robertson, I feel now, and would aid
his object with as much earnestness and sincerity. You
mention Sir Charles Forbes among the number, and heisa
host in himself ; if ever I had any influence among the Pro-
prietors (which was more in name than reality) it was perhaps
with Sir Charles Forbes himself and his friends, of whom I
reckoned myself one—however inconsiderable in weight, there
was not one more sincere. I was bournd to him and shall ever
be so by ties of gratitude, which in this revolving world,
happen what may, can never be forgotten. My absence from
home has, of course, weakened my influence with individuals,
and I verily believe I could not say ‘that half a dozen persons
would give their vote on my suggestion. Such, however, as will
out of regard to me, would do me a favour by supporting
Robertson, he being the candidate to whom 7 first pledged
myself. What more canl say or do at this distance ? I will
write to my brother and to Sir Henry Willock. by this mail.
The rest of my intimates, being Bombay contemporaries are,
I know, supporters of Robertson.

Tell Robertson, with my regards, that his son dined here
last night, and, saving a little accident which occurred to his
left hand whilst on a sporting excursion, a matter of no conse-
quence, he was looking uncommonly well and seems altogether
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to like his position. In appearance he very much resetbles
his uncle Henry.

By this opportunity you will hear of the death of poor
Miss Emma Roberts of a cancer in her stomach, apparently
of some standing, and also of Alfred Williams, the son of my old
friend Colonel Monier Williams, having been killed with three
other officers, namely, Captain Raitt and Lieutenants Franklin
and Moore {besides Lieutenant Loch of the Irregular Cavalry),
who was severely wounded, in Major Clibborne’s detach-
ment in Upper Scind.

I am just on the wing to Kandalla in the first instance
and thence to Bombay. The aspect of affairs just now ap-
pears to require that I should be there. \Vith best wishes.

Believe me,
My dear Mr. Norris,
Yours very faithfully,

(Sd.) J. R. CARNAC.
111.—W. B. BAYLEY, Esq,
etc,, etc., etc.

DATPOOREE, 21st Se¢pteinber 1340.

My DEAR BAVYLEY,—My last letter will have told
you that the state of our N.-\V. relations was not so favour-
able as in my former communications. We have now
just had accounts of a reverse which may be pregnant
with serious consequences. It is, I think, fortunate that
I took upon myself to send up re-inforcements, whose
arrival will be very seasonable. The greater part of them
are by this time in full march through Scind. You will
have heard that Major Clibborne with a detachment of Soo
men marched for the relief of Kahun, accompanied from
Sukkur by three guns and a large convoy of stores and
provisions, They made their way without hindrance, but
under considerable difficulties from the scarcity of water,
till reaching a formidable pass within, as it is said, 8
miles of Kahun. Here they found the enemy posted in
great strength, and the first step Major Clibborne took was
to storm the pass with four companies. The road in the
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pass was destroyed, and the men could only move in single file.
The enemy rolled down immense stones from the precipices,
and poured in a heavy fire of matchlock, which disconcerting
our men, they rushed down with their sabres, and in the cramped
and comparatively disabled situation of our men, fearful havoc
was committed, so much so, that Major Clibborne sounded a
retreat. In this attack four officers were killed, namely, Captain
Raitt, Lieutenants Franklin,and Moore,and my poor young friend
Williams, son of the late Colonel Monier Williams. Lieutenant
Loch of the Cavalry, nephew to Mr. Loch, has been severely
wounded. The disaster unhappily did not end here. The troops
had not any water nor could any be got. Frantic with thirst they
were retreating when the Murrees cut in amongst them, got pos-
session of the whole of the large convoy stores, treasure chest and
the three guns. They were saved by the Artillery using. grape
briskly among them, but as the horses were bad, and dying from

the want of water, they were compelled to abandon their guns,
having previously spiked them. The accounts we have are from
Major Clibborne himself, written within 18 miles of Phoolagce
inpencil on a slip of paper, and give a melancholy picture
of his little force. The followers are totally destroyed. I wish
I could hear the Major was fairly out of the hills and had
reached Phoolagee. The brave fellows in Kahun must now
be abandoned to their fate, and it is easy to guess what that
will be amongst such a ferocious race. Their provisions are
exhausted, and, unless they can capitulate, they will sell their
lives as dear as possible. This is a disastrous affair, but it is
not our business to look back. You will see in the secret des-
patch what measures I have taken upon it. Not an hour was
lost by me in executing the necessary measures, and it is so far
fortunate that I was here, as these are the head-quarters
of the Commander-in-Chief and the heads of the Military
Departments.

I'have long ago predicted to you that something serious was
brewing in the N.-W. We want more European troops,
and I have ventured to say so to the Secret Committee
. Ever since the Russian Expedition to Khiva the country has
" beenin a restless state, and at this moment Dost Mahomed
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is on the confines of Affghanistan with very questionable inten-
tions. There has been some correspondence intercepted, the
nature of which I send you through the Committee, and the
Sikhs, as I have long foreseen, are implicated in dangerous
proceedings, [ have submitted my opinions over and over
again to Lord Auckland for many months past, and I dare say
he will act with vigour. I do not say that we want more
European troops because of the Murree affair, which, as far as
we at present know, is a local one, though 1 think the Sikhs are
at the bottom of it as well as of the suppressed insurrection of
the Ghilzees ; but with reference to the general aspect of affairs,
we are also under some anxiety about the result of the
measures against Mehemet Ali of Egypt. Surely the French
will not dare to risk a war for such an object ; but we have
put forth our best means at Bombay by way of defence in
such a contingency. I shall be at the Presidency when the
September mail is expected to arrive. Captain Haines reports
that a squadron of five ships, French men-cf-war, are on their
way out for the Red Sea. The largest of them is stated to be
44 guns, the rest of a smaller force, and the French have already
some corvettes in these seas, while we have not a single ship
of war to depend upon except one armed steamer. You may
well imagine that, what with one subject and another, I am
not without my anxieties, and with all this come out your
orders about the absence of Governors from the seat of Govern-
ment. There never was a greater mistake than restraining your
Governorsgat least as far as their government is concerned. It
is not a settled but a frontier Government, and the appearance
of the Governor in the Provinces is, as I have seen, of infinite
service. But be this as it may, of this I feel perfectly certain,
that if compelled to be at Bombay at all seasons, it will be my
death warrant ; that may be of no consequence to the Court, but
to me it is of vizal consequence. At the same time you order
us to sell Malabar Point, which I have postponed, whilst Parell
is not safely habitable in these months. The Governor has no
other residence left since you sold his housein town to turn
into an office, and now that you have given him Dapooree he
cannot legally go there. I have written this in a great hurry,
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and you must forgive the want of a better connected narrative.
I shall keep this letter open in case of any further intelligence.

25th September 1840.

My DEAR BAYLEY,—We have just received Major
Clibberne’s official statement of his disaster, whichI enclose
herewith. He had happily reached Phoonlagee and what is now
to be done I cannot say, but no means shall be wanting to
form in re-inforcements. I hope Lord Auckland will approve
my suggestions that the Dragoons should proceed, as well as
the other military arrangements which I have proposed. Major-
General Brooks has just arrived here on his way to Sukkur,

I am much mistaken if he will not have much to do, and I wish

he were at his post now, because at the Dussera [ look for some
outbreak from the Sikhs. I have had no letters from Sir
W. McNaghten, owing I suppose to the disturbed state of the
country, but a private letter has been received stating that
Arthur Conolly was nearly assassinated by one of the Chiefs
beyond Bameean on his way on his mission to Khiva, and that
he saved himself under the cover of a violent hailstorm. Lieu-
tenant Cameron, who commanded his escort, was killed with
many of his men. Dost Mahomed being at Kholaum, this
speaksill of his pacific intentions. Qur news from China is
very slow in coming—by the last accounts they do not seem to
bave done much in the Canton River.

Ever yours,
(Sd.) . J. R. CARNAC.

112—J. Locy, Esq,
etc., etc.

DAPOOREE, 252k Septemnber 1840,

My DEAR LocH,—This mail takes accounts of the disaster
of Major Clibborne’s detachment in his attempt to relieve the
post at Kahun. I fear they will now have to be left at the mercy
of these ferocious rascals the Murrees, fine gallant fellows.
Foreseeing the coming troubled times, I took upon myself to
send in the Monsoon, by our steamers, re-inforcements to Scind,
which happily landed at Karachee without accident, or I might
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have paid dear for my temerity. But the effect of their arrival
all over the country has been admirable.

Your gallant nephew with his Poonah Horse has been
severely wounded in this affair of Major Clibborne's, but the
accounts I have this day state that he is out of all danger. His
conduct is spoken of in terms which must be highly gratifying
to his parents and family, and 1 beg you will let them know
what a fine fellow they have for their son. Clibborne’s defeat has
been complete. He has, however, reached Phoolagee in the plains
with the loss of 200 men, his guns, stores, convoy, and treasure
and all his followers, saving only his colours. It was the
elements that caused this disaster—the total want of water—and
I am by no means satisfied that there was not treachery in the
guides.

We are all active and awake here, and it will not be our
fault if our enemies do not get a sound dressing. But you know
we have had nothing to say to Scind and are not responsible
for what has been going on there. But for months past I have
earnestly written to Lord Auckland, expressing my fears and
opinions, feeling persuaded that the Sikhs are at the bottom of
all these disturbances, and at last I dared to act on my own
judgment with regard to the re-inforcements. [ must refer
you to Bayley for details. Our communications for the next
few months will be very interesting.

Believe me,
My dear Loch,
Ever sincerely yours,

. o (Sd) J. R.CARNAC.

We have lost five officers—four killed in action and oune
from fatigue.
113—THE RIGHT HONBLE SIR JouN HOBIIOUSE, BART,, M.P.

LI etc., etc,, etc.
DAPOOREE, 27tk September 1840.

My DEAR SIR JouN,—~I know not whether this letter will
get through Egypt in the present state of our relations with
the Pacha. If the steamer, by which it goes, hears at Aden
that war is proclaimed, she will come back with the news.
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My last letter will have told you that our N.-\V. affairs are
not in so satisfactory a state as my former letters might have
led you to expect. I must refer you to the secret despatches
for which I cannot well contrive to write in a private
letter. In those letters is contained the intelligence, which I
derive from numerous correspondents, as well as that which
reaches me through official channels. We have anticipated
all the re-inforcements, which Lord Auckland has just
desired us to despatch to Scind, and in addition have
ordered another troop of Horse Artillery to proceed, directly
it can be equipped, and tonnage procured to convey it to

Karachee. Besides this we have warned two squadrons of-

Dragoons for the same service ; by the time they can be ready
we shall hear from Lord Auckland.

The following are the corps which have been actually
sent by our steamers, and their arrival at such a season, [ am
told, has had an admirable effect all over the country :—

25th Regiment Native Infantry
2 - Y }These corps went by the

steamers.

21st Do. do.

8th Do. do.

6th Regiment Native Infantry ez rowte from Deesa to
Hyderabad.

A wing of H. M. 41st Regiment to Karachee to relieve
the remaining wing of H.M. 4oth ordered to Sukkur is in
addition under orders to march, immediately that carriage is
procured.

1 Troop Horse Artillery to Bombay to embark for
Karachee.

I Troop Horse Artillery To follow the route of the

3 Regiments Native Cavalry 6th Regiment overland.

2 Squadrons Dragoons under order for service.

Had I my own will, I would send the whole of the 4th
Dragoons, and form a strong force at Quetta. It is very clear
to me that what with the Sikhs and the encouragement which
-the advance of a Russian. force will give to the disaffected, we
cannot, for years to come, leave Affghanistan without a force as
large perhaps as that by which it was conquered, orwe had
better abandon it altogether. I forgot to mention in the
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foregoing numeration of troops that the company of Artillery
at Bhooj will proceed forthwith to Scind, and that we have
completed the artillery in that province to its full complement
of officers and men.

I have nowto mention the disaster of Major Clibborne’s
detachment in Beloochistan. [ enclose some correspondence
from Major Outram, to which I beg your particular attention.
The details of our reverse I have given to the Secret Com-
mittee. I would ask you to read the Major's letter to Mr.
Colvin and to draw your own inferences. I have not considered
the force now collecting as absolutely necessary to put down
the Murrees, but with reference to the Sikhs and our position
in Affghanistan. Dost Mahomed is at Khoolum, having
given out that he made his escape from Bokhara,and ex-
pectations have been entertained that he will come in, but
I doubt his having pacific intentions. Captain Arthur
Conolly only escaped assassination by flight beyond Bameean
on his mission to Khiva and Kokan under cover of storm of
hail, and Lieutenant Cameron and many of his escort were
killed. Some correspondence has been intercepted from the
Sikhs by Sir Alexander Burnes, the particulars of which I have
given to the Committee. [ received the intelligence from the
Lieutenant-Governor of Agra, and it is worth your attention.

I enclose for your perusal at your leisure some communi-
cations [ have had from Sir Alexander Burnes and Major
Rawlinson at Candahar. Sir John McNeill knows the latter
well. They will give you some idea of the present state of
Affghanistan, though privately sent to me. I have not
very lately heard from Sir \V. McNaghten. I hope you
will approve of what I have undertaken to do with reference
to the re-inforcements ; it was a time of intense anxicty to
me, particularly as to its being the season of the monsoon,
but thank God all has turned out well, and the season is now
open.

I have nothing very particular from Aden except that
Captain Haines states that a squadron of French ships of war
is expected in those seas. We ought to have some Naval assis-
tance or shall be very much exposed in the event of a French

"
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war, which I hardly look for. We must do our best with

the means we have, I shall be at, or close to, Bombay by the *

time the next packet arrives, which at the earliest may be by
the 5th of October.

The news we have from China is not very decisive. I
send you copy of letter from Captain Blake, dated 3oth June,
from Macao.

I am happy to tell you that, by a letter from Major Wilkin-
son at Nagpore, the Nepalese have completely succumbed, and
all chances of war with them are at an end.

I have been much worried about the orders regarding
the absence of Governors from the Presidency ; Madras is not
a parallel case. 1am nota day's journey from Bombay, and

as Poona is the headquarters of the Commander-in-Chief, it .

was fortunate I was here in the present bustle. This I know
from experience, that if compelled to live in Bombay at all
seasons of the year I shall either lose my life, or be compelled
to quit the country a wretched invalid. Besides what incon-
venience has been experienced by my temporary absences?
Has there been no good by my appearance amongst the
people in the Deccan? They require a watchful eye and
frequent personal intercourse.

This is all the news I have to give you on the present
occasion. I wish on the whole it had been better.

Believe me,
Yours very truly,
(Sd.) J. R. CARNAC.

Sir T. Wiltshire from great sickness goes by this steamer,
and he is a great loss to us. General Brookes, appointed to the
command at Sukkur, has just arrived from his command at
Mhow on his way to Upper Scind. _

(Sd.) J. R.CArNacC.

114—SIirk W. G. MCNAGHTEN, BART.
etc, etc.,” etc.
" DAPOQREE, 30tk Septeinber 1340.

My DEAR SIR,—I had yesterday the pleasure to receive
your letter of the 25th August. You will perceive that we
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have made the best exertions to throw in reinforcements
into Scind. A wing of the Queen’s 41st is embarking to
relieve the remaining wing of the g4oth at Karachee; two
complete troops of Horse Artillery and a regiment of Native
Cavalry are preparing to march. Besides the company of
Artillery at Bhooj, in addition I bave two squadrons of
Dragoons under orders, and they will be ready by the time
I can cet sanction from Bengal. I purpose also‘sending the
20th Regiment Native Infantry from Bhooj. Our great difficulty
has been procuring carriage and followers, who on this side
are very averse to service on the Indus. The above force, in
addition to those in Lower and Upper Scind, will form when
assembled an army equal to that of Lord Keane when he left
Bombay, with the exception perhaps of European Infantry,
which I have ordered to be held in readiness. The foot artillery
in Scind has been completed in officers and men.

The plot which we have solong anticipated begins now to
develope itself. It was not for the want of earnest representa-
tion, both from you and myself, and it can hardly be said that
we have been acting in ignorance. I hope Lord Auckland will
not now hesitate with the Sikhs, who would bring heaven and
earth together for our destruction and at the same time make
the most plausible professions of good faith. [ would imme-
diately demand the surrender of the country west of the Indus,
and this could but produce a war, which is inevitable, if it has
not already commenced by the Sikhs themselves in conjunction
with Dost Mahomed. A Sikh war would be popular
amongst the Affghans, and they should be employed upon it as
far as possible, It will find something for them to do inthese
turbulent times, 1 would suggest the removal of the Dost’s
family to India, Jubber Khan and the whole of them who are
in Affghanistan for no good.

1 question the policy of making any terms with the
transfer at Khelat. We should reconquer the place and he
should be made to surrender at discretion before we
come to any arrangement. Shah Newary Khan has
turned out a pusillanimous fellow and unworthy of any con-
fidence. A determined course appears the more urgent after
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this sad reverse of Major Clibborne’s in his attempt to relieve
Kahun. We should not I think fritter away our means by
detachments, nor enter upon any operation till our troops are
assembled, but 1 give my opinion with great submission to you
and it is a great satisfaction to find that the conduct of the
coming campaign is committed to your direction,

Let me know what you want from this Government and
it shall be provided if it is to be had. We are anxiously looking
for some accounts from Egypt to say whether the Pachais
at war and our communication, in consequence, with England
suspended.

Major-General Brooks is at Bombay to-day and will imme-
diately be off for Karachee. I believe he will be found a good
man and that he is of a good temper. \What a pity that at
such a time Sir T. Wiltshire has been compelled to go home.

Believe me,
Yours most sincerely,

(5d.) J. R. Carxac.

115.—~THE RIGHT HON’BLE S. MCKENZIE,
etc., etc., etc.

DAPOOREE, 30tk September 1330,

My DEAR MR. MCKENZIE—It has indeed given me
sincere pleasure to hear by your letter of the 5th that your health
is so perfectly restored, and my best wishes attend you for its
continuance. Your letter for Mrs. Stewart McKenzie went
yesterday with my packet for the steamer which will start
to-morrow morning. [ hope there will be no interruption in
Egypt, but it is very uncertain whether we are at peace with the
Pacha, judging by the last accounts. The French cannot be so
mad as to quarrel with us on such an account, but I should tell
you that they are to have a squadron composed of a frigate
and 6 or 8 smaller vessels of war in the Red Sea and we haVe
not a man-of-war in the Indian Seas. 1 despatched the
information to the Admiral in China. We are in some sort of
difficulty in Upper Scind and aftairs look very unatissfactory in
Affghanistan. I have been for the last month and more in some
anxiety of mind in pouring in reinforcements by our steamers
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which appear to have astonished the people considering the
season of the year. I am sending off more on my own
responsibility, as there is not time to refer to Bengal. You will
have seen accounts of the reverse sustained by DMMajor
Clibborne’s detachment in the newspapers. This and Khelat
will give confidence to our enemies, and I am much mistaken if
we have not much todo to the northward in the ensuing
season. I suspect we shall want all the aid we can get from
our neighbours, but if so you will of course hear from us
officially.
Believe me,

Yours most sincerely,
(5d.) J. R. Car~nac.

116—\V, BovyD, EsoQ.
etc., ete.

KIIANDALLA, 424 October 1S40.

My DEAR Bovp,—I have been so incessantly occupied in
these stirring times that I have not found time to answer your
letter with that consideration which its importance deserves.

I confess I much regret that you have re-opened the dis-
cussion respecting the reform of the contingent. You have
evidently misunderstood the state of the question when you
assumed charge, It was not optional with the Guicowar to
assent to or refuse the measure. It was as much a demand
on the Guicowar as any of those that have been complied with,
and unfortunately it is the one almost in which cur own
interests are directly involved. Although the demand originates
in an article of one of our treaties with the Guicowar, it has not
been pressed upon him solely in virtue of any treaty, The
Government acted under the impression that as Syvagee had
disregarded all treaties, we had a right to impose the terms
on which we would become reconciled. The reform of his

~House was, as far as we are concerned, the most important

of these, and was forced on the notice of the Government in
consequence of the repeated instances in which Syvagee failed
to keep his promises to maintain them in efficiency. The
renewal of the discussion cannot fail to embarrass us. You
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should in fact in this case have given Syvagee the same answer
you did on the Gunputtee question. As, however, you have
received His Highness Khureeta, I imagine there remains for us
but one course, namely, to refer the subject to Bengal for further
instructions, as the orders about the contingent were made by
the authority of that Government.

By your last official letter Syvagee appears to have stood
on his position with reference to the treaty of 1817, forgetting
all along that he is not in a position to talk about treaties after
having placed himself almost in the character of an enemy to
the British Government, and that, in the last resort, he had

subscribed a document agreeing to comply with all the demands

it made on him. We were thus not absolutely called on to make
the demand for the House in subject of negociation. He denies
having assented to Mr. Sutherland except by jabburdustee.
This he might say to all he has done, and will do so if he finds
the least opening. I am afraid you have not formed a correct
estimate of Syvagee's real character. It requires time to fathom
it, for with no inconsiderable degree of talent and peculiar
plausibility of address and manner, he resembles the late
Peishwa in these respects, more than perhaps any native, I
have had intercourse with excepting, may be, the ex-Rajah of
Sattarah, I would suggest to you, therefore, to be on your
guard in all your negociations with him, and to receive his
courtesies cun grano salis, for it has been his system to be
all profession and humility to serve his purpose, and, having
attained it, to stick at nothing in what he says or dares to do.
He talks to you of treaties. By what treaty was Petland taken
possession of, or by what treaty will it be given back ? With
regard to our demand about the House, if such a thing is
listened to in Bengal, it can be but out of consideration to un-
offending individuals who, Syvagee states, will be so grievously

There is another point on which I must offer a comment.
He tells you most sacredly that he has no intercourse with
Veneeram. This may be abstractedly true in his own person,
but how is it that he retains in his confidence and immediate
employ those who were the confidential adherents of Veneeram ?
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If he were sincere those men ought by his own inclination to
have been removed. They I fear will bring him into truouble
again do what I will, which may be very serious still.

I have made a proposition to the Board about the attend-
ance of our troops at the Gunputtee and Dassera festivals, and
it has passed. Itisthat you and the troops shouid attend at
some intermediate spot unconnected with the ceremony by way
of compliment to the Guicowar himself, on his passing to and
fro, and that the usual salute be fired on the occasion. Beyond
this it it not in my power to offer anything, and this is only to
be done after our relations with the Guicowar are placed on a
satisfactory footing. \When can I get the information called
for many months ago as to the pecuniary obligation on account
of our Bhanderries ? )

I know now when I can come to Baroda. We have all been
obliged to move down to this place to be ready to be in
Bombay in a few hours, and all unite in kind regards to you.

Believe me,
My dear Boyd,
Most sincerely yours,
(5d.)) J. R. CARNAC.

117~—H1s EXCELLENCY
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL Sir T. M. McManon, Bart, K.C.B.
etc,, etc, etc., etc.

KHANDALLA, 524 October 1840.

My DEAR Sir THOMaS,—] have the pleasure to ack-
nowledge the receipt this morning of your letter of
yesterday, and I am sure you will give me credit for
sincerity when I assure you that I shall always be anxious
to support you as Commander-in-Chief of the Army.
At the same time, I must candidly state it to be my
opinion that, constituted as the Governments of India are,
the services of every officer must be at the disposal of Govern-
ment, without reference to any subordinate authority, although
in ordinary cases 1 should wish to consult you before with-
drawing any officer from his regiment to ascertain if there
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was any military objection. 1 followed this course in the
instance alluded to by you of the staff of Major-General
Brooks.

I do not know what may be the practice in other parts,
but in India General Officers have been usually permitted to
nominate their own personal staff, not of course as a matter of
richt but of courtesy. General Brooks named to me the
officers he wished, and [ at once proposed them and the nomi-
nation has, [ presume, been concurred in by our colleagues in
Bombay. I was not aware that an application on this score
should be made to Government through the Adjutant-General,
I rather think, however, that Government alone should deter-
mine whether a Brigade Major should be allowed to the
General or not. I submitted on a precedent brought to my
notice on the service under the present Sir Lione! Smith.

I am happy, however, to bz able to inform you that I

yesterday proposed that Captain Rowland’s appointment
should be cancelled, in other words that General Brooks should
not have a personal Brigade Major. This alteration of plans
had, however, no reference to our correspondence on the subject,
but was founded on a letter [ have received from the Governor-
General, stating that the Sukkur force will be divided, one
porstion to serve above the Bolan Pass under General Nott,
the other below under Major-General Brooks. This, therc-
fore, makes it impossible to give the latter a personal
Brigade Major.
I hope you will have a favourable journey and that I shal
see you for an hour. . We have just had here a thunderstorm.

Believe me,
My dear Sir Thomas,
Yours most sincerely,
(5d.) J. R, CARNAC

warter K. FIRMINGER, B. D,

Art. V.—THE DUTCH IN MALABAR

being a Translation of two manuscripts in the record
rooms of the Madras Government.

By A. GarrerTy, L.C.S,, THE REv. A. J. VAN DER Burg,
SS J., anp tuE Rev. P. Groor, SS.J,

with an Introduction and Commentary
By A. Garrerrs, 1.C.S.
(Concluded from page 48.)

INTRODUCTION.
X.

THE civil and military administration was elaborately
organised in the Dutch settlements. ’ They had
many Courts, Committees, Institutions. The Directors
of the English Company long held

arbe civil and wiliay the Dutch system up as a model to
‘ their subordinates, the chief «ffices in
their settlement and sometimes their designations were
borrowed from the Dutch system. In the early days
the advisability of imitating the Dutch was freely
acknowledged, and many Dutchmen were induced to
enter the English Company's service. So in 1687
Governor Yale of Madras (afterwards founder of Yale
University) having sent the Directors “ a book contain-
ing the Dutch methods,” they observed that they had
found in it “ not much more than some of us understood
tefore of their affairs, but as there appears in this great
wisdom and policy....c......owe  recommend to  you
the frequent reading and consideration of what is con-

‘tained in these papers, which the oftener you read, the



228 THE CALCUTTA REVIEW.

more you will discover the wisdom of those persons who
contrived those methods............our design i the
whole is to set up the Dutch Government among the
Enolish in the Indies (than whick a better cannot be
invented) for the good of posterity, and to put us upon
an equal footing of power with them to offend or defend,
or enlarge the English dominion and unite the strength
of our nation under one entire and absolute command
subject to us ; as we are and ever shall be most dutifully
to our own sovereign’’ [ who was ousted for a Dutch-
man the year after I]. * But this distinction we will make
that we will always observe our own old English terms,
viz., Attorney General instead of Fiscal, Alderman
instead of Sepin, Burgesses instead of Burghers,
Serjeants instead of Baillies, President and Agent
instead of Commander, Director or Commissary, etc.”’

What especially provoked the admiration of the
English Directors in the Dutch conduct of affairs was
that they placed administration before trade. * The
wise Dutch,” wrote the Directors in 1689, “in all their
general advices that we have seen, write ten paragraphs
concerning their government, their civil and military
policy, warfare, and the increase of their revenue, for
one paragraph they write concerning trade.” ?

Such citations might be multiplied and it was nor
only the governing body of the English Company tha.
felt the superiority of the Dutch in the seventeenth cen
tury. -An early instance is afforded by a plaintive remar’

of the English factors at Pulicat about the Dutch in . .

letter dated the 26th of July 1622: “thus in ever
quallitye they goe beyond us™ and a letter by il

' General Letter, 28th September 1687, apud Wheeler. [ have compared - e
_ original in Fort St. George records, Despatches from England. Vol, 8, pp. 203

* Broce 111, 78.
* Foster’s English factories in India, 1622-3, p. 107.
* i -
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observation of the traveller Fryer (1674): “1 should
mightly blame them [the English Company] should
they prove ungrateful to His Majesty, who by his
gracious favour has united them in a Society, whereby
they are competitors for Riches (though not Strength)
with the Noted'st Company in the Universe.”

The organisation of the Dutch Company was
Organisation of the Dbriefly as follows.? In Holland
Company in Holland. it was organised in *“Chambers” at
the various ports from which ships sailed for the East.
Just as the Netherlands themselves were a loose con-
federation of several states, so the Company was a con-
federation of the Chambers of Amsterdam, Middleburg,
otterdam, Delft, Hoorn and Enkhuizen. Each cham-
ber fitted out its own ships and kept its own accounts.
The chambers supplied directors to the Company. Their
number was 60 : 20 for Amsterdam, 12 for Middleburg,
7 for each of the other chambers. The governing body
of the confederacy of chambers was a Committee of
Seventeen members, commonly referred to as the
Seventeen, the Majores, the Principals, etc. Of the 17,
8 were appointed by the Chamber of Amsterdam, 4 by
Middleburg, 1 by each of the smaller chambers and 1 in
rotation by Middleburg, by Rotterdam and Delft taken
together, and by Hoorn and Enkhuizen taken together.
The Seventeen sat for six years at Amsterdam, for the
next two years at Middleburg. They gave orders to
the Government in India, fixed the number of the ships
to be fitted out by each chamber, settled the date of
sales of products. They only met three times a year as a
rule, but special sub-committees were appointed to pre-
pare drafts of the General letters to India and for other

' Ftyer's New Account, 1698, p. 87, writing in Jaruary 1674-5.
* I here follow Klerk de Reus mainly for the organisation in the Netherlands.

- 3
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purposes. The drafts were sent to the several Cham-
bers so that they might instruct their representatives
among the Seventeen regarding them before that
Assembly met.
The Government in the East consisted of a Gover-
The Government in TNoOr-General and a Council. The
the East. Governor-General began by being
simply the presiding member ; but he soon acquired
large powers. Valentijn, who published his eight
folios on the East India Company in 1726, writes as
follows.! *The power of this Heer is very near that of
a King ; though he is only Presi¢cut of the Council,

and as it appears at first sight, bound by the votes of the

other members, he can always be master if he uses his
power.” In 1617 it was laid down in Instructions that
the Council should consist of ¢ members besides the
Governor-General, the first a commercial expert, the
second a man fit to command the fleet, the third the
army, the fourth to be also Advocate-General (Fiscal)
and a jurist, the fifth to be Director-General for the out-
factories, the remaining four, who could seldom be pre-
sent at headquarters, Governors of the Moluccas, Am-

boina, Banda and Coromandel. The Governor-General

had a casting-vote and the power to .settle what office
should be held by each of the members. In 1626 the
number of the ordinary members of Council was reduced
to 8, of whom 4 with the Governor-General at Batavia,
and power was given to appoint two extraordinary
members. In 1641 the number of ordinary members at
headquarters was again raised to 5, in 1646 to 6. Later
the Director-General, who was the mercantile, as the
Governor-General was the political, head of the Com-
pany in the East, was expressly declared Second ir
} Valentijn IV (1), 262. °
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Council and provisional successor of the Governor-
General in a vacancy. The members of Council all
belonged to the politico-mercantile service of the Com-
pany. No professional military member was ever
appointed till the year 1786 when the Colonel (Com-
mander-in-Chief) was given a seat in Council, the
lowest, and allowed to vote, but only in military matters.

This Counci! was practically sovereign in the East.
The Seventeen could interfere little and only at long
intervals. They attempted occasionally, but only occa-
sionally, to exercise control by the appointment of
Commissaries or of Independent Fiscals, who combined
the offices of a Comptroller-General of Finance and
Public Prosecutor, and were as their designation implies
independent of the Supreme Government.

This was the Council, Haar Hoog-Edelheden or
Their High Nobilities, as they were styled at Batavia,
under whose orders the Commandeurs of Cochin stood
like other Chiefs of Out-Settlements.

The Services The officers at all stations belonged
to one or other of various organised services.

(1 The Political service had also mercantile func-
tions. There were various grades, apprentice, junior
assistant, assistant book-keeper, under-merchant, mer-
chant, upper-merchant, with at their head in each settle-
ment a Governor, Commandeur, Director, Resident or
Chief. They lived largely on private trade or re-
cognised commissions, perquisites and allowances, but
the pay of their posts, according to which they ranked,
was usually during the greater part of the period of the
Company's rule—Governor 200 guilders a month, Com-
mandeur 120 and 150-180 (Malabar), upper-merchant
80-100, merchant 60-70, under-merchant 40, book-
iceper 30, assistant 24-26, junior assistant 16-20,

ve
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apprentice 9-10 (a guilder a month may be taken as about
the equivalent of a pound a year). The allowances
were in the form of provision allowances, house-rent and
free supplies of provisions. They may be taken as
usually about doubling the pay. The chief commissions
at Amboina under Regulation of the 31st of May
1755, were § per cent. on cottons, etc,, to the Governor
and Second in Council between them, and 20 per cent.
on cloves, of which 20 per cent. fgths went to the

Governor, wths to the Second in Council,
Sths to the Fiscal,and so on for other members of
the political service and the chief members of the
military and naval services, The commissions were
very valuable. At Amboina, commissions being worth
less than elsewhere, the Governor's pay was raised by
6,000 rix-dollars (£1,300) in 1755, yet in that year his
commission on cloves alone came to 6,322 rix-dollars,
while the Second in Council’'s commission on cloves was
over £400, the Fiscal's over 4200, an under-merchant’s
over Z£1o0, the purser-marine’s 470, etc.!  The post of
Governor of the North East Coast of Java was reck-

oned to be worth £20,000 sterling a year’ and the -

Director in Bengal told Stavorinus that his household
expenses came to Rs. 35,000 a year’ In Bengal, as
also at some other settlements, a great deal could be
made by the private trade which the Company allowed
its servants to undertake or by illicit private trade.
Valentijn had heard of under-merchants and book-
keepers in Bengal chartering vessels of 200 or 30C
lasts (tons) under the name of Danes, etc., to trade with
the Maldives. He also tells a story of an official who

* \Vilcocke's Stavorinus I1., 378-382.
* Wilcocke (1798) at p. 137, Vol. II. of his translation of Stavorinus.
* Wilcocke's Stavorinus I, 504.
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owed **a certain Heer of the first rank” ;0,000 rix-
dollars which he could not pay. The Heer got him
appointed to Bengal as Director. In a very few years
he had not only paid his debt but had made so much
that at his death he left 300,000 rix-dollars (about
£60,000)." Another gentleman, who was Director in
Persia from 1704 to 1706, made in those three years
£270,000 for the Company and not less for himself
“without in any way acting contrary to the interests of

Py

his masters.”

The system in Malabar is explained by Moens.?
Regulations were drawn up under which prices were
fixed for works or goods, not too narrowly, and the
subordinate officer charged with execution or provision
was expected to make what he could. The Governor
and his Second in Council had had to be content with
the profits of private trade permitted to them. Moens
was dissatishied with this partly, as he says, because
the interests of the Governor might clash with those of
the Company, and other abuses might result, but also, I
imagine, because not enough could be made at Cochin,
He got the Company to take over the old private trade
of the Governor and Second and to give them instead
5 per ceqt. on sales of merchandise and 3 per cent. on
pepper bought, the Governor getting 4/5ths and the
Second 1/5th. [ have examined the accounts* for the
year 1779-1780 and find that the Company's profits on the
old private trade amounted to 18,902 guilders in that
year, while the commission of the Governor and Second
under the new system amounted to 27,383 guilders.
The office of Commandeur or Governor of Dutch

' Valentijn V. (1) (1), 176.
* Valentijn V. (1) (1), 204.
’P.

4 MS. No. 1136.
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Malabar, though not one of the more lucrative appoint-
ments in the service, may be taken to have been worth,
with salary, allowances and commissions, at least two or
three thousand pounds a year, It may here be mentioned
that the proper designation of the office was Com-
mandeur, and that a Commandeur ranked below a
Governor (the Governor in Ceylon had Commandeurs
subordinate to him at Jaffna and Galle), but that Moens
was entitled to the style of Governor as being also an
extraordinary member of the Council of India.

The establishments were somewhat larger in  Stein
Van Gollenesse’s time than in Moens’. We have a
complete list of them drawn up when Stein Van
Gollenesse handed over charge to his successor in
1743 A.D. (MS. No. 358). The Malabar Coast
- Command then consisted of one fortified town, Cochin,
four fortresses, Quilon, Cranganore, Chetway and
Cannanore, two ruined forts, Castella and Palliport.
The Dutch maintained military posts at eleven other
places including Alleppey, Ayacotta, Cheramangalam.
Paponetty and Ponnani. They also had commercial

factories at Purkad between Cochin and Quilon and at

Basrur in Canara. Cochin and Quilon were the
really important posts. Cochin had an establishment of
1,233 men of whom 767 were Europeans and Quilon of
903 men of whom 332 were Europeans. There were
also 40 pensioned Europeans at Cochin. The garrisons
~ of course made up the great majority of these numbers
and in 1743 they had been reinforced on account of
the war with Travancore. Including Eurasians and
natives the total number of the employees was 2,81¢.
The total numnber of Europeans was 1,426, Of these
only about 8o belonged to the political service. At
- Cochin the members of the political service were the
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Commandeur, the Second-in-Council, who was an Upper
Merchant, 6 Under-Merchants, 15 Bookkeepers, 24
Assistants and 19 Apprentices, or 66 in all. At Quilon
there were nine members of this service, at Cannanore
four. At Basrur there were two Residents, at Purakad
one, at Ponnani one.

In Moens’ time the dependencies of Cochin were
reduced to four, Quilon (fortified), Cranganore with
Ayacotta (both fortified), Kayenculam (unfortified), and
Purakad (unfortified). Vingorla (fortified) had already
been given up before Stein Van Gollenesse’s time.
Cannanore (fortified) had been sold in 1771 to a local
chief. Chetway (fortified) had been taken by Hyder
Ali.  European residents were no longer maintained
in some stations which had at one time or other
been occupied by Dutch factors’ The members of the
political service in Malabar numbered 48, of whom 43
were stationed at Cochin, two at Quilon, one each at
Cranganore, Kayenculam and Purakad.?

The duties of the service lay the Warehouse and
Storehouse, the Treasury, the Zoldy Comptoir or Pay
Office, the Negotie Comptoir or Trade Office, and the
Political Secretariat. The political Government was
constituted in much the same way as at Batavia. The
Commandéur was assisted by a Council composed of
members of the political department and the head of the
military, and nominally, as at Batavia, the President was
only primus inter pares. In 1743 there were nine resident
members of Council besides the President, in 1761 seven.
The Second-in-Council, also entitled the Hoofd-Adminis-
trateur or Chief-Administrator, took the place of the
Director-General at Batavia and was in special

' Soin 1761 Tengapatnam was a Residency (MS. No, 674) and we have scen
that Ponnani was a Residency in 1743.
* MS. No. 1136.
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charge of commercial affairs. The Major or Captain
in command of the garrison seems always to
have been third in Council. The Fiscal, the Ware-
housekeeper, the Paymaster and the Storekeeper
also seem always to have been members.! Members
had the title of “ Edele,” Honourable. The general
title of the subordinate members of the political service
was ** administrator.” They were divided into grades
as elsewhere according to their seniority. They were
members of Courts of Justice ; ore of their number was
Fiscal (Advocate-fiscal) or Advocate-General. They
might also be members of the Fire and Ward Com-
mittee, the Church Committee, Committees for educa-
tion (the Scholarchs) and for the administration of the
orphan-fund, the poor fund, the leper-asvlum, etc. A
political council might exist in factories subordinate to
the chief factory of asettlement. Quilon was sufficiently
important in Stein Van Gollenesse's time to have its
Council, and the correspondence of the Cochin Council
was then addressed to the ** Chief, the Licutenant and
the Council of 'Quilon.”™ At the end of the century
letters were still addressed to the Chief and Council of

Quilon or else to ‘“ the Under Merchant and Chief and

the Commandant,” but the Under Merchant, an Ensigr
and a Surgeon seem to have been the only superior
officers stationed there then

(2) The Dutch Company attached great impor-
tance to the FEcclesiastical Service. There were two
grades, Predikant or Preacher, and Krankenbezoeke:

or Ziekentrooster (Visitor, comforter of the Sick) who

! See e MS. Nos 358, 674. 1120,

* MS. No. 105. )

¥ MS. No. 1179 ¢f Forbes’ Oriental Memoirs edition of 1834, I. 212 : ‘“the
Bext morning (in 1772) we arrived at Quilon, or Coulan, another Dutch settlement
it was formerly alarge town belonging to the Portuguese with extensive fortifica-
tions; these are now destrayed ; the churches are converted into warehouses, and
the European inhabitants redaced to a factor, surgeon and a small gacrison.”

THE DUTCH IN MALABAR, 237

was something between a Church clerk and a deacon.
At Amboina the Preacher rarnked fourth after the
Governor, the Second and the Captain (Valentijn).
Education and religion were not separated in those
days, and the Preacher was also President of the Com-
mittee of Scholarchs and head of the educational depart-
ment (which in some stations employed numerous
teachers, chiefly Eurasians) in subordination to the
political Authority. The preacher and deacons were
encouraged and instructed to learn the vernacular of
the place in which they were stationed and in Malabar
also Portuguese. A certain amount of missionary effort,
especially among the Roman Catholics, was expected of
them. The Preacher’s nominal salary was 9o rising to
120 guilders a month at outstations, 110-150 at Batavia.
A deacon got 24-26 guilders; a schoolmaster 7-1s.
But these officers also received allowances. The emo-
luments of a Preacher at Batavia are thus reckoned up
in Valentijn, IV (1) 247 :—

Guilders a year.

Salary at 130 guilders a month... e 1,560
Provision allowance at 24-18 guilders 208-16
House-rent at 12-38 rix-dollars... 3638-8
Butter, 24 lbs. a month ver 172-16
Wine, 13 large quartets (kan=about 14

quart) a month... 280-16
Candles, 14 pounds a month ... 100-16
Firewood 3-8
Lisbon oil, 4 quarts a month .., 86-8
Cocoanut oil, 6 quarts a month... 14-8
Dutch vinegar, 4 quarts a month 14-8
Water ... 14-0
Language allowance (1) for Portuguese ... 48-0

Do. (2) for Malay... 48-¢

Total ... 3,110
guilders, 4 stivers, or something under £300 sterling a year



238 THE CALCUTTA REVIEW.

Both in 1743 A.D. and in 1781 A.D. the establish.-
ment at Cochin consisted of a Preacher and two
Deacons. Two of the Preachers of Cochin, the Rev-
Philip Baldaeus, a famous orator according to his con-
temporary, Schouten, and the Rev. J. Canter Visscher,
published works dealing with Malabar, which I
have frequently had occasion to cite. The Preacher
Casearius assisted Van Rheede in turning the Horfus
Malabaricus into Latin.  The encyclopedist, Valentijn,
who has also been so frequently quoted, was also a
Preacher in the Company's service. He seems, however.
never to have served in Malabar and his account of
the Malabar settlements is superficial, .

(3) [n the military service of the company at the

beginning of the 18th century, the grades were Serjeant-
Major (at Batavia), 120 guilders a month, Chief .

Engineer (at Batavia), 140, Captain 8o0-100, Captain-
Lieutenant 70, Lieutenant 50-60, Ensign 40, Serjeant
20, Corporal 14, Privateg.! In 1753 higher grades
existed.? The head of the Company's forces was then
a Brigadier on 350 guilders, a Colonel drew 250, a
Lieutenant-Colonel 200, a Major, 150, a Captain 8o.
The chief officer of the Malabar garrison had usually

the rank of Captain (sometimes Major) was a member -

of the Political Council and might be a member of
judicial benches or administrative committees. In 1437,
for instance, he was a member of the Bench of Justices
and President of the Court of Wards as well as third
member of the Political Council.® In 1761 the Captain_

held these same posts and was also a Director of the .

Hospital* The sanctioned (peace) strength of the

t Klerk de Reus, p. 110.

t Klerk de Reus, App. IL
* MS. No. 338.

¢« MS. No. 674
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garrisons he commanded wias in Stein Van Gollenesse’s
time 678, of whom 300 at Cochin, 99 at Quilon, 56
at Cranganore, 144 at Chetway and 79 at Cannanore.!
The actual strength was 976 Europeans and about 1,100
Malays, Eurasians and natives, or altogether more than
2,000.2  When the policy of taking part in the wars of
the native princes was finally abandoned in 1753 the
sanctioned strength was reduced (gth of May 17535} to
462, of whom 226 at Cochin, 96 at Quilon, 33 at
Cranganore, 74 at Chetway and 33 at Cannanore* In
1769 the actual garrison at Quilon consisted of only
27 men, at Chetway of only 43.° In the time of
Governor Moens a somewhat larger garrison had to be
maintained owing to the attitude of Hyder Ali of
Mysore, though the fort at Cannanore had been sold
and that at Chetway lost. In April 1781 the total
number of infantry is given as 1,182, of whom over
400 [the last two figures in the original manuscript are
lost] Europeans, and of the artillery as 84.° Lists
dated the end of December 178¢® show that the
European garrison then numbered 393, and Malay,
Eurasian and Native troops 643 and that this garrison
had been reinforced by detachment from Ceylon num-
bering 298 ; 882 of the men were at Cochin, 3roat
Ayacotta; 92 at Cranganore and 30 at Quilon; total
1,334. In 1787 the sanctioned strength was 328, but
the actual numbers were 1,361 of whom 679 natives;
in 1788 the actual strength with auxiliaries from

. Ceylon was 1,901, of whom 410 European infantry, 71

European artillery, 120 topasses, 321 Malays, 56 Malabar

! See p.

* MS. No. 358.
* MS. No. 1136.
¢ MS. No. 593.

¥ MS. No. 83535.
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artillery, 612 Malabar infantry (chogans), 149 Malabar
sepoys and 162 foreign sepoys.! By 1793 Cranganore
and Ayacotta had been sold to the King of Travancore
and it had again been resolved to reduce the garrison
to a peace footing. The garrison of Cochin was to be
550 infantry and 50 artillery. Of the artillery men 30
were to be Europeans, of the infantry joo in two com-

panies, there being one other company of Malays and .

one other of Natives. The pay of the 600 men worked
out to 83,889 (heavy) guilders or about £7,000 a year.
The officers were to be 1 Captain, 1 Captain-Lieutenant,
4 Lieutenants and 6 Ensigns for the two European
companies ; 1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants and 1 Ensign for
each of the other companies ; and a Captain-Lieutenant,
a 1st Lieutenant and a Sub-Lieutenant for the artillery.?

The members of the Political, Naval and Artisan
services were also, sometimes at any rate, formed into
companies under officers of their own class. Soin 1761
the Political Company was commanded by the Second
in Council with the rank of Captain, the Paymaster was
the Ensign and there were 45 other members; there
were two companies formed by the artisans and one by
the sailors ; there was also a company of 142 * burghers,”
that is independent civilians.?

(4) In the Naval Service the ranks were Com-
mandeur or Chef d’Espadre 120 guilders a month,
Captain-at-Sea 100, Captain-Lieutenant-at-Sea o,

Skipper 60, Lieutenant 48. Common seamen got about .

8d. a day or a pound a month. On shore the Chief
maritime officer at each settlement was the Equipagie-
meester, port officer, master-attendant, or as the English

' MS, No. 1146 and 1299.
* MS. No. 1425.
' MS. No. 674 ; <f also Batavia Diary, 1653, p 41.
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Company called this officer “purser marine.” At
Cochin there was only one maritime officer who com-
bined the shore and sea commands, and the settlement
only possessed two sloops and a few smaller vessels in
Moens’ time, whose uses in war and peace are described
in his Memoir. The number of men in the maritime
service at Cochin in 1781 was 128, of whom 45 were
Europeans.! In 1743 it was considerably greater; 186
Europeans were employed and about 40 natives.?

(s) The grades in the AMedical Service were
Surgeon General at Batavia (Hoofd der Chirurgie) 8o
guilders a month, Upper Surgeon, 45-63, Surgeons,
Under and Third Surgeons 14-30. In 1743 the Com-
pany employed eleven medical men in Cochin, four at
Quilon, one at Cannanore and three with troops® In
1780 there were two Upper Surgeons in Malabar, two
Surgeons and nine Under and Third Surgeons.* Of
these medical men 8 were stationed at Cochin, 3 at
Ayacotta and one each at Quilon and Cranganore.

(6) The Dutch settlements had a well-developed
European Artisan (Ambagt) Service, as it was called,
though we should hardly call some of the members of
that service, eg., an Inspector of Fortifications, or
Superintendent of the Press, artisans now. At Cochin
this service consisted of 113 Europeans in 1743 A.D. of .
whom 32 attached to the Armoury, 34 to the Forti-
fications and 37 to the Shipyard, besides a few more in
the out-stations and natives.! In Moens' time the
establishment was smaller; it consisted of some 40 men
in all, of whom 10 were Europeans. Some of them

! M.S. No. 1136,
? M.S. No. 358,
! M.S. No. 358.
* M.S. No, 1136.
# M.S. No. 358.
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were employed in the shipbuilding yard under a Super-
intendent, others were smiths, masons, carpenters, gun-
carriage makers.

The heads of the various departments were styled
Baas (boss) and were important officials. In 1743 the
Bosses of the Armoury, the Fortification Works and
the Shipyard were all members of the Fire and Ward
Committee and the last named was also a deacon.!

The various courts and institutions are described or

referred to by Stein Van Gollenesse

Institations. _ (chapter I1I) and Moens (chapters
XVII and XVIII). It will be seen

that the question of the separation of judicial from
executive functions was one even then agitated, and
that the administration of justice and charity was fairly

well developed. There was a Bench of Justices, a Court |

for Small Causes and Matrimonial affairs, a Court of
Wards, a Board of Education, a Board of Guardians,
an Orphanage, a Hospital, a Leper Asylum, a Ward and
Fire Committee and a Church Committee. The Bench
of Justices consisted of the Second in Council as Presi-
dent, the Fiscal and eight or nine other senior members
of the political or military services. The Court of Small
Causes was presided over by the Warehousekeeper in
1743 and 1761 and consisted of séven members besides
the President. In 1743 the Captain of the Topasses,
Silvester Mendes, was a member. The members of the
Court of Wards in 1748 included the Chief Surgeon of the
Hospital and a Sergeant It was presided over by the
Military Commandant and consisted of eight members.
The commerce of Cochin is described fairly fully
by Moens (chapters XII and X1II)
The Company’s local trade in the few

Commerce.

1 M S. No. 358.
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articles in which it maintained a monopoly, though small,
was very profitable. I find from the accounts of the year
1779-80" that in that year merchandise the invoice value
of which was 110,063 guilders was sold for 277,081
guilders or at a profit of about 150 per cent. The
profit on the separate branch of trade, which had for-
merly been in the hands of the Governor and Second in
Council in their private capacity and was not monopolised,
was from Rs. 14,000 to Rs. 23,000 a year from 1773-4
tc 1779-80 and averaged Rs 18,300. The cost of
purchases and all expenses in this branch of trade
amounted to about a lakh and a half of rupees a year
and this profit was a mere 12 to 14 per cent? The
Company did not usually care to undertake trade in
articles on which the profits were not enormous and only
took over this branch at Cochin in special circumstances
which have been explained above. Both inits European
and its local trade the Company's policy was to obtain
a monopoly of a few very valuable articles and fix its
own price. The trade in other articles remained free
or free under restrictions and the Company'’s officers were
allowed and encouraged to take their share init. It
gave Mr. Moens pleasure to see every servant of the
Company doing his little bit of trade. The total trade
was considerable. James Forbes (1766-1784)says: “I
have occasionally resided there (at Cochin) several weeks
when transacting business for the East India Company :
it was a place of great trade, and presented a striking
contrast to Goa; a harbour filled with ships, streets
crowded with merchants, and warehouses stored with
goods from every part of Asia and Europe, marked the
industry, the commerce, and the wealth of the inhabitants.?

' M. S. No. 11136.
z Letters to Batavia in M.S. No. 1154.
+ Forbes’ Oriental Memoirs, editivn of 1834, I.207.
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The Dutch settlements in Malabar were maintained
principally in order that pepper, on which the profit was
very large, might be collected for the European market.
The amount of pepper collected by the Company varied
in accordance with its relations with the native princes,
from whom it obtained the spice at rates very much
below the market value. In the year 1726 A.D.
1,952,979lbs. were despatched from Malabar.,! In 1746
it was not possible to collect more than s541,18glbs.?
After 1753, when peace was made with Travancore,
more pepper was again obtained. Travancore himself
delivered 1,200,0c0lbs. on an average from 1753-6.
Between the 1st of October 1755 and 3oth of September
1756 the amount of pepper collected from Travancore
was 1,494,451lbs., from Cochin 533,505lbs., at Cranga-
nore 21,181lbs,, at Cannanore 153,000lbs.; total
2,202,8371bs.®* From 17478 to 1780 the amount collected
averaged something over a million pounds, of which
almost the whole was supplied by Travancore. The
amount for 1778 was 1,136,000lbs.,* for 1779 1,199,000,
for 1780 1,060,000lbs., of which Travancore supplied
1,002,000. Pepper was sold in Holland in the 18th cen-
tury at three to five times the price—less than the market
rate even there—which the Dutch paid in Malabar. The
equivalent of £12,000 to £18,000 sterling would buy in
Malabar a million pounds of pepper which would be sold
in Europe for the equivalent of £50,000 to £80,000 after
deducting wastage. Other products were sent home
from Malabar, turmeric, cardamons, cloths, cowries, but
only in small quantities and at moderate profits®

M.S. No. 147.

M.S. No. 593. -

M.S. No. 503

M.S. No. 1134.

Letters from Holland and printed price-lists sent with them to be found in
M.S. Nos. 137, 745, 1134. R
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2
3
4
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The local revenues, which consisted of small terri-
torial revenues, customs, excise and
tolls and the profits of trade other

than the European trade were usually insufficient to
cover the expenses. The Company’s trade profits were
not large. The territorial and other revenues amounted
in 1741-2 (in time of war) to 43,484 light guilders or
Rs. 25,840 (at 16 rupees = 27 guilders) of which g,000
from Quilon, 9,000 from Province Papponetty and
12,000 from other lands and islands.! In 1755-6 they
were 70,516 guilders of which 13,000 from Quilon,
15,000 from the Province, 17,000 from other lands and
islands.? in 1779-Soin the time of Moens, after the
loss of the Province and the sale of Cannanore, the
revenues were 54,984 guilders (or Rs. 45,570 at 5 rupees
== 6 guilders). [n that year the total of the nett trade
profits (162,604 guilders) and the revenues (54,984
guilders) was 217,639 guilders (Rs. 181,365), while the
total charges, including 119,000 guilders charged to
preparations for war with Hyder Ali, 46,000 to fortifica-
tions, 30,000 to ships, 129,000 to salaries, and so on,
amounted to 377,918 guilders (Rs. 314,932).> The
year before the charges had been higher—490,000
gu1lders (Rs. 4,08, 330) but the revenue had also been
hlorher trade profits having been largerand had amount-
ed to nearly 415,000 guilders (Rs. 3,45,833).

When Stein Van Gollenesse wrote the charges were
abnormal on account of the war with Travancore.
They amounted to 1,216,333 light guilders (a little over
7 lakhs of rupees) in 1741-2 and to 869,265 light guilders
(a little over 5 lakhs) in .1742-3, the revenue’being

Finances.

1 See p.
* M.S. No. 593, 11§1.
* M.S. No. 1136,
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320,000 and 340,000 guilders (about 2 lakhs).! Twenty
years earlier, in time of peace, the only Dutch factory
on the West Coast which showed a profit was Basrur,
there being a loss of nearly 200,000 guilders on
Cochin, 17,000 on Quilon, 8,000 on Cannanore and Soo
on Puracad.* From 1760 to 1768 the revenues and
charges about balanced as is shown in the table in the
third section above. But as has been explained already
these are merely the local accounts, the accounts of trade
with Europe being kept separately ; and the Dutch did
not maintain the Malabar Settlements so much for the
sake of the local revenues and trade as for the European
trade and especially the pepper trade.

XL

The relations of the Dutch at Cochin, Quilon and
Cannanore with the English, first at
Purakad, then at Anjengo and Calicut
and afterwards Tellicherry and Anjengo were friendly
or otherwise according to circumstances. The Dutch
began with pretensions to a monopoly of the trade
cf the Coast. In 1663 they concluded a treaty with.
the Prince of Purakad, who granted them a trade
monopoly and they then contended that the English
factory at Purakad had no right to further supplies,
and eventually enforced their contention by seizing
the factory.® In 1714-17, while the Dutch were
at war with the Zamorin, there was some trouble
about an English * house” at * Chittoa” (Chetway).
The Zamorin had disputed the Dutch claim to
Chetway but had given them ‘‘a writing that since he

European rivals.

' M.S. No. 357,

* Accounts of 1724-§ in M.S. No. 148,

? (@) Batavia Diary, 1663 to 1665. Ses above p..1z.
(#) Forest's Bombay Records, Home Series, 1., 27.
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would not permit them he should not permit any
other European nation a settlement there. ” Now the
Engiish had a house there which was ‘the Hon’ble
Company’s house but went in the Linguist’s ” [Eurasian
resident’s] “name.”' In the campaign of 1717, when
the Dutch occupied Chetway, the King of Cochin, who
was assisting them, “ went to the place where the
English had a flagstaff together with a house, both
of which he had pulled down by his Nairs.”* Mean-
while Mr. Adams, Chief of Calicut and then of Telli-
cherry, seems to have given what assistance he could to
the Zamorin.* The feeling between Dutch and English
seems to have been bitter at this time. At any rate
Canter Visscher devotes one of his letters from Malabar
(1717-23) to an attack upon the English, whom he
accuses of ill-conduct towards the natives both in
Malabar and Sumatra and declares to be exceedingly
unpopular with them. He describes the massacres of
Bencoolen and Anjengo as the natural results of English
oppression. These are imputations commonly made in
similar circumstances; when one European nation
attacked another in the East the position of deliverer
of the Malay or the Indian from the oppression of the
rival. Europeans was not only morally elevating but
impli%d hopes of native assistance. So we find the
Portuguese Viceroy writing to his King in 1635 that if
only he would send him troops, he would easily get the
better of the Dutch ‘“since they were everywhere

* cordially hated, and only succeeded in carrying on

MS. Diary of Stephen Strutt, 1714. A deed of the Zamorin’s dated 1715
permitting the English Chief, Mr., Adams, to build a warehouse at Chetway
is printed in Logan’s Treaties, p. 3.

* MS. Diary of the Campaign under date 28th January 1717.

? (a) Dutch Diary of the Campaign.
(4) Reference in Tellicherry Diary of 17434, p- 67.
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trade by means of the forces at their disposal,” while in
1781 after war had been declared against Holland, the
Governor of Fort Malborough wrote to the Governor
of Fort St. George that the Dutch Government was
everywhere ‘ abhorred” by the country people and he
was persuaded that the appearance of ships alone at
some settlements would occasion a revolt.? The
English factors on the Coast at the beginning of the
18th century were too weak to be very oppressive, and
the proper inference from the Rev. ]J. Canter Visscher's
denunciations seems to be only that they were very
disagreeable to the Dutch ; and indeed when the forts at
Anjengo and Tellicherry were built at the end of the
17th century, it was intended to break up the Dutch
practical monopoly of the pepper trade ;* and, the wish
being father to the thought, it was even reported in 1699-
1700 that ““the Dutch were withdrawing their factories
and establishments on the Malabar Coast, having found
it impossible to engross the whole of the pepper trade
of that country.” The Dutch did not, however,
abandon the Coast, where for nearly another century
they probably did a bigger trade than any of their com-.

petitors, Portuguese, English, French or Dane. Cochin -

was moreover a most useful intermediate port between
Batavia and Surat, Mocha and Persia. They could not
wish to see it fall again into Portuguese hands, or into
English or French hands (as it doubtless would have
if they had abandoned it), not only on account of the
pepper trade but because it was an outpost of Ceylon and*
a port in which a hostile fleet could be conveniently col-
lected for an attack on that island.® But though they did

! Danvers, I1. 243. :

* Bengal Selections, 1772-85, p. 843.
* Bruce II1., 194, 205.

¢ Bruce 1IL, 313.

® Canter Visscher, Letter VI.
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not abandon the Coast, the competition of other European
nations could not but be displeasing to them, and dis-
putes about the non-return of deserters,! about the grant
of passes to native ships, about supplies of war material
furnished to native princes, and so on were common. In
1756 I find the Dutch Commandeur still complaining about
the ““ jealousy ” of European rivals which was ‘“nothing
new,” about the Danes at Calicut furnishing the Zamorin,
who was again at war with the Dutch, with powder
and shot and seven cannoneers, and about the English
“who are only precariously established at Anjengo”
requiring native ships to take passes from them.?

However, the town diaries show that foreign Euro-
pean ships constantly put in at Cochin. Mr. Stephen
Strutt of the English Company’s service was courte-
ously received at Cochin in 1714, James Forbes, also a
member of that service, who kept journals in India
from 1766 to 1784, writes in his Oriental Memoirs® that
during his visits to Cochin on his Company’s business
he always received the kindest attention from the
Governor and the principal inhabitants, whose tables
were furnished with hospitality and graced with polite
ness, and when Tellicherry was besieged by Mysore
troops.in 7 8o, Mr. Moens wrote courteous letters and
compli:ad with requisitions for supplies.* On the 24th
of February 1782 I find the Anjengo Chief suggesting
an attack on Cochin which he thought * would prove
an easy conquest,”® but England had declared war on

‘HMolland in Europe on the 20th of December 1780 and

the news had been received in the East by July 1781.°

Veg. oseep.?

* M.S. No. 593.

* Edition of 1834, 1. 207.

* Tellicherry Diary, 1780 ; letters dated 5th and 23rd December 1880.
* Anjengo Diary, 1782.

¢ (@) M.S. No. 1134 ; (8) Bengal Selections, p. 772.
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In general there seems to have been peace, but
not often friendliness between the Dutch and other
Europeans on the West Coast in the 18th century-
They would intrigue against one another with native
princes, supply one another's enemies and harbour one
another’s deserters. The different European settle-
ments would only very occasionally unite against a
common enemy. So there was one joint expedition
during the century of English and Portuguese® against
pirates and another of Dutch and English (1750).
If Moens assisted Tellicherry against the Mysoreans,
it must be remembered that the Dutch also were
at variance with Hyder Ali. Ten years later when,
in 1790, Tippu broke through the Travancore lines and
the Dutch expected to be besieged in Cochin, they
proposed to join the English alliance with Travancore,
but received a long and evasive reply from Lord
Cornwallis and Council, politely declining their help?®
However, in the ensuing May I find Colonel Hartley
in command of a detachment from Bombay writing :
“Having a greater quantity of stores and ammunition
than is immediately wanted in the field, I have made
a depdt at Cochin, the Governor, Mynheer Angelbeck,
readily offering every assistance "

XIL

Stem Van Gollenesse and Moens both seem to have

been officials of some merit. At any
Stein Van Gollenesse

and Moens and their rate each of them reached the second °

times.

position in the Dutch Empire in the
East, that of Senior Ordinary Member of the Supreme

! Danvers II., 390.

* M.S. No. 519.

* Secret Resolution of 2nd August 1790 in M.S. I\o. 13203 Lord Cornwallis™
vetter is dated 15th January 1790.

¢ M litary Consultations, YVol. 133, in the Fort 3t. Georgc Records.
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Council at Batavia and Director-General. After
leaving Malabar, Stein Van Gollenesse was Governor of
Ceylon and extraordinary and then ordinary member
of Council from 1743 to 1751. He went to Batavia as
Director-General in 1751.'! DMoens went direct from
Cochin to Batavia, served as ordinary member of Council
there and became Director-General in due course.”

Stein Van Gollenesse lost a girl of seven and a boy
a year old at Cochin in 1739. They were buried in
the Church of St. Francis, where the inscription may
still be read. The boy was called Gustaaf Willem,
which were the Christian names of Van Imhoff. Stein
Van Gollenesse is associated in Ceylon with the building
of Wolfendal Church, Colombo,® on the fagade of which
his initials and the date 1749 are still to be seen.*

I have found occasional mention of Moens in
travellers’ books of the period. Stavorinus stayed with
him for a fortnight in December 1776, and he gave
Fra Paolino di San Bartolomeo a letter of introduction
to the King of Travancore in 1780. Fra Paoclino notes
that the King of Travancore * had studied English for
several months and spoke it very well.” The King of
Cochin who succeeded in 1787 “spoke Dutch exceedingly
well and was desirous of learning English also.” Travan-
core and Cochin had already in I\Ioens time realized
that Dutch influence was giving way to English. In
1786 the King of Travancore paid a visit to Moens’
successor, Van Angelbeck, at Cochin. He conversed

't the English language and it is noted that “ he reads
“the English newspapers of London, Madras and Calcutta

whereby he has acquired much knowledge which ‘would

' Antonise, Report on Colombo Records. F. 46.

* Signatures to Batavia. Letters in the records.
¥ Antonise, p. 32.

¢ Cotton, p. 269.
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be sought in vain in other Malabar princes.”” Van
Angelbeck’s ** Memoir,” written in 1793, contains very
lictle, except an account of the Dutch relations with the
English ; the Dutch no longer pretended to influence
in Travancore and scarcely in Cochin, they had sold all
the territory they could get rid of including the forts of
Cranganore and Ayacotta to Travancore or the Cochin
noble Palyat Achan between 1785 and 1789 A.D.* re-
duced their garrison at Cochin to a minimum footing
and when war with England broke out again in 1795,
the capture of Cochin was an easy matter. The ‘war
with England of 1781 to 1784 had practically destroyed
the Dutch Company’s influence outside the Archipelago,
the Cape and Ceylon and financially ruined it. In
1795 Holland was divided against itself. = The French
revolution had overwhelmed the Netherlands and the
fugitive prince, William V, had taken refuge in England
and in a circular issued from Kew, exhorted his late sub-
Jects to place their Colonies under the protection of
Great Britain, .

Stein Van Gollenesse’s Memoir describes Malabar
as it was when it might still have become a Dutch
possession and the Dutch were still much more power-
ful there than any of their European rivals, gives a
brief but clear account of the numerous warring prin-
cipalities among which it was then divided, and throws
light upon the Dutch policy and ambitions of the time.
Mr. Moens, though he wrote when Dutch influence
had waned and though- he does not appear to have
been a man of much cultivation, has yet left us a work
of much real interest and value. He confesses his

! Notes of the Interview in MS. No. 1299,

* Secret Resolutions in MS. No. 1322, especially resolution of 2oth July 1789,
where the draft of the Treaty for the sale of the forts is given, A summary of the
warious sales, nine in number, is given in letter to Batavia of 3oth April 1790 in
MS. No. 1299. The sales realised about five lakhs of rupees.
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ignorance of the French' language, and of the fact that
the learned world was not without informaticn regarding
the history of Christianity of Malabar® He had
perhaps too not a very strong sense of humour and
from the remarks made by the Batavia Council on the
Judicial portion of the Memoir® it would seem he was
not a great jurist. But he seems to have been a very
earnest and laborious gentleman and his discursive
Memoir, besides giving a fairly complete view of the
administration when Dutch rule in Cochin was nearing
its close, contains interesting chapters on Hyder Ali, the
Jews of Cochin, and the Syrian Christians. The facts
related about Hyder Ali's relations with the Dutch and
some of the Malabar princes seem to be new ; at any
rate Wilks has no better authority for his few pages on
the subject than the defective chapter on the history of
the Malabar settlements in Stavorinus’ travellers’ book
and the latest biographer of Hyder Ali scarcely refers to
it. Other attempts have been made since Moens time
to translate the ancient Jewish charter; but the three
translations he gives are not without their interest,
Books have since been written on the Syrian Christians,
but the proof that certain of their bishops really came
from Antioch having been conveyed from Persia in
a Dutch ship, may be of some importance. Moens
had studied the Cochin records carefully and gives
numerous references to the papers from which he com-
piled different portions of his memoir. It accordingly

. «contains among other things a storehouse of references

which will be useful to persons who may wish to study
the history and administration of the Ducth settlements
in Malabar at first hand.

1P,

P
* MS. No. 1434.
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A. Books necessary to a student of the subject :—
(1) Batavia Diary.—Daghregister gehouden int

‘Casteel Batavia.

“The following volumes have appeared :—
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Contains abstracts of despatches from all parts of
the Dutch possessions, India, Ceylon, Japan, China, as
well as the Archipelago.

Invaluable to the historian,

(2) 7. K. /. De Jomge: De Opkomst Van het
Nederlandsch Gezag in Oost Indie (Rise of the Dutch
Power in the East). The Hague, 13 vols., 1862-88.

A collection of documents from the Company’s
archives, with a full introduction to each volume, deals
almost entirely with Java. A supplement in three more
volumes by P. A. Tiele and E. Heeres (1886 g5)
deals chietly with the other islands in the Archipelago.
Their lost possessions do not seem to interest the Dutch
much. Collections relating chiefly to the Cape, India or
Celyon would be of great interest to students of the
history of the British Empire.

(3) Francois Valentijn : Oud en Nieuw Oost Indie
(Old and New East India). Dordrecht and Amsterdam,
1724-26, 5 parts folio usually bound in 8 vols. Encyclo-
pedic account of the possessions of the Dutch Company.
A work of vast bulk containing amongst other things
many, excerpts from old official documents. The account
of Malabar is superficial, but the account of Ceylon
contains valuable reports on, infer al/ia, Malabar, made
by Governors of Ceylon, under which Ma'abar at first

. stood. A modern abridgment of Valentijn issued by

one Keijzer in 1862 is useless for our purposes as the
parts dealing with lost possessions are omitted., The
old edition contains maps dnd also views and plans of
»Cochin, Quilon, Cranganore and Cannanore. Valentijn
was son of the master of the Latin school at Dordrecht

.
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and was born on the 17th April 1666. He studied at
Utrecht and Leyden and in 1684 was appointed a
chaplain in the East India Company's service. He
started for the East in May 1685 and arrived at Amboina
in May 1686. In 1687 he was transferred to Banda, in
1688 back to Amboina. In 1695 he was back in Holland.
He remained in Holland 10 years and returned to Batavia
in 1705. In 1706 he was chaplain to the army on the
East Coast of Java. From 1707 to 1712 he was again
chaplain at Amboina, in 1713 at Batavia, in 1714 back
in Holland. He died in 1727, His book is a most
comprehensive work and still indispensable to -the
student. o '
(1) /. Canter Visscher : Letters from Malabar, 1743.
The letters were published by his brother after death.
The author was chaplain at Cochin from 1717-1723
and then at Batavia. - Hedied in 1736. English trans-
jation by Major Drury, Madras, 1862. A series of 27
letters on politics and policy, the people, the coinage,
flora and fauna. Much of the information reads as if it
were taken from Memoirs  of the old Commandeurs.
The author seems to have been a little prejudiced and
uncritical, but his local knowledge is valuable.

(5) Encyclopedic Van Nederlandsch-Indie (Ency-
clopedia of Netherland-India), by P. A. Van der Lith
and others; the Hague, 1895-1907 ; four volumes. A
~ valuable work with much information on the antiquities
of the Dutch Company. The lost possessions are, how-
ever, as usual, scarcely referred to.

(6) G. C. Klerk de Reus : Geschichtlicher Ueber-y
blick der Administrativen, Rechtlichen und Financiellen
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Entwicklung der Nederlandisch-Ostindischen Compag-
nie, Batavia and the Hague, 1894, Valuable work on
the administrative, financial and judicial development
of the Dutch Company with numerous statistical
tables.

Useful Works.

(1) Jokan Nieuhof: Zee-en-lant Reize (Sea and
Land Journey), 1682. Nieuhof served in Malabar,
Translation in Churchill’s Collection.

(2) Father Giuseppe di Santa MMaria, otherwise
Monsignor Sebastiani, Bishop of Hierapolis. First and
second expeditions printed at Rome (in Italian) 1666
and 1672 AD. Was a Carmelite and sent out on
special missions to the Syrian Christians (1657-58 and
1660-3). Describes the two sieges of Cochin and gives
many particulars regarding the Syrian Christians, etc.

(3) Philippus Baldeus : Description of Malabar,
Coromandel and Ceylon, 1672, Translation in
Churchill's Collection, which preserves the valuable
prints. Accompanied the expedition against the
Cochin of 1661-2 as Chaplain.

()" Wouter ~ Sckouten, Oost-Indische Voyage
(East Indian Voyage), 1676. Surgeon in the Com-
pany’'s service. Accompanied Cochin Expedition of
1661-2. There are several editions and a French
translation, My references are to the edition of
1740. ‘ ’

(5) S. P. J. Du Bois> Vies des Gouverneurs-

[fxeneraux avec l'abrégé de l'histoire des éstablissements

Hollandois aux Indes Orientales. The Hague 1763.
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Uncritical. Contains a translation of Van Imhoffs
Considerations of 1740.

(6) /. S. Stavorinus, Voyages (a} 1768-71, pub-
lished at Leyden in 1793, (6) 1774-8, Leyden 1797-98.
Combined in translation with notes by S. H. Wilcocke,

London. 1798. Stavorinus visited Cochin in Moens’
time.

(7) The Abbé Raynal:
et politique des éstablissements des Européens dans

les deux Indes, 1770. Numerous editions ; -English
versions 1776 and 1798 (6 volumes).

(8) Fra Paolino di San Bartolomeo. Viaggio alle
Indie Orientali (Voyage to the East Indies). Rome

1796. Uncritical. He was in India 1776-1780. English
translation 1800.

(9) Dr. F. Day. The Land of the Permauls,
Madras, 1863. Untrustworthy., Two or three of his
most dubious anecdotes are taken from a pamphlet

entitled Historical Notices of Cochin by the Reo,

7. Whatehouse, 18509,

(10) Manuscript Diaries of Tellicherry and Anjengo
(from 1726 and 1744 respectively with breaks) in the
Madras Government's record-room. Also manuscript
Diary of Mr. Stephen Strutt, 1714.

(11) Glossaries: Yule and Burnell (Hobson:
Jobson) and Macleane (Vol. 111 Manual of the Madras .
Administration) are useful for words taken from the
castern languages by otk Dutch and English, but are
of course Anglo-Indian and not Hollando-Indian
glossaries and leave many of the Indian or Malay wordy
which occur in these Dutch records unexplained.

Histoire philosophique
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Brief Note on Coinage and Weights.
(Further information in footnotes to the text.)

When the Dutch first came to the East they found
the Spanish dollar (real, real of eight, weight 27045
grams == about 417 grains) in general use, They used
this at first, and afterwards substituted the rix-dollar.
Dollars are in general large silver coins of about 504
to 604, In Stein Van Gollenesse’s time the rix-dollar
was 48 stivers or pence in the East. The common
Bengal bazaar rupee and other rupees current at Cochin
(¢.¢. the Persian) were there reckoned 27 stivers, the
Sicca and Surat rupees being a stiver or two more. The
rix-dollar was the standard coin. Other coins with rough
values in rix-dollars and rupees are shown in the table
below, the values being taken from actual entries in
Dutch or English (Malabar) records of the time. The
rupee was of course worth much more gold than it is
now. It was reckoned at 8 to the pound sterling in the
Tellicherry accounts of 1743. The values are »oups
because the exchange value'was constantly changing
and the fluctuations were large. So I find gold Rupees
(or Gold Mohurs) selling at Batavia at prices varying
from 2114 to 25% guilders in the course of the ten years
1730-40,% This seems to bave depended partly on -
variations in the coin itself. The value of weighed
gold did not fluctuate quite as much in those years.

Tuable.
. Gold Cotnage about 1740 A.D.

1. Gold Rupee or Mohur=about 71 rix-dollars

=about 13 silver rupees.
2. European gold ducat

(* Venetians ” and others)=about 2} rix-dollars
=about 4} rupees.

*

' MS, No. 322.
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3. Moorish gold ducat
(Turkish and others)=about 2/ rix-dollars
=about 4 rupees.

4. Pagoda (of Ikkeri and other \Vest

Coast Mints)=2 rix-dollars or a little less
=314 rupees or a little less.

The ducats and pagodas were nearly the same
weight, a little under 314 grams==a little over 50 grains.
The ducats were better gold and about a grain heavier.
According to Shekleton’s Assay Tables ducats of 1781-91
average 53'44 grains, of which 352:326 pure, Ikkeri
pagodas §52°4 grains, of which 443 pure and Travancore
pagodas 52°46 grains, of which 37°3 pure.

Silver Coinage about 1740 A.D.
t Rix-dollar= 8 schellings
== A8 stivers
192 doits
1iths rupees
32 Cochin fanams
27 stivers
4% schellings
Leths rix-dollars
18 Cochin fanams.

Dollars, of which the various rix-dollars were some
of several varieties, weighed as a rule more than double
the rupee, but contained a little less than half the amount
of pure silver.

Base Metal Coinage about 1740 A.D.

1 Cochin fanam =60 buseruks (budgerooks).

I

bl

I Rupee

l

ol

i

The fanam was originally a gold coin of about 6
grains. The Cochin fanam only contained one part of
fine gold to 433 of silver and 44 of copper.! Budgerooks
were minted by the Dutch of a mixture of lead and tin.
The Dutch also minted copper budgerooks of whicl

Canter Visscher.

~

“rom the Archipelago.
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275 went to the rix-dollar at
Valentijn.

The guilder or florin, which was used in keeping
the accounts, was properly a silver coin of 20 pence
or stivers weighing about 150 grains or 5/6ths of a
rupee. In Stein Van Gollenesse’s time it was reckoned
in the accounts at 16 stivers or one-third of a rix-
dollar and this imaginary account guilder, which was
devised to enable the Company to make a profit on
salaries, etc., was called the *light” guilder. In
Moens’ time the guilder of the general accounts was
the heavy guilder of 20 stivers.

Cochin according to

The price of gold at Batavia, 1730-40, was from
50-7/20ths to 53-15/20ths " light ” guilders per real (417
grains) ; of silver 3:-7/20ths to 4-2/20ths guilders; 7e.,
the ratio of gold to silver was about 13 to 1.

In Moens’ time (:780) the rupee was ir more
general use. It was reckoned in the general accounts
at 6/sths guilders, otherwise at about 114 guilders.
Dollars were about 2 rupees, Venetian and other
European ducats slightly over 4 rupees, *“ Moorish
ducats ” slightly under The Cochin fanam was reckoned
at 20 to the rupee instead of 18.

Waights.— The pound commonly referred to in
these records seems to have been, as elsewhere in the

Company’s possessions, the old Amsterdam pound
=494 chilogrammes=about 109 English pounds
- avoirdupois. A Dutch pound of 109 English pounds

was still in use at Cochinin Dr. Day’s time (1863).?
The common /Zast or ton was 3,000 Dutch pounds.
Other common weights are the catti and picol introduced
The Dutch usually reckoned

! Day’s Land of the Permauls, p. §77.
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the catti at 114 and the picol at 125 Ibs. They also
used the common Malabar measures candy and parra,
reckoning the pepper candy at sco Dutch pounds, and
in the earlier period at any rate, 14 parras to the candy.
For grain 75 parras were reckoned to the last of
3,000 pounds. The pepper candy was accordingly
about 545 English pounds. The grain parra was 40
Dutch pounds.! For raw cotton and cotton cloths the
Travancore and Madura weight palam was used. [t
~ varied slightly according to locality, but was reckoned at
about 1/6th of a Dutch pound.? Goldsmiths’ weights
were then as now in Travancore the &alanjx and the
fanam. The Dutch used the Spanish manca and real.
In a diary written in Travancore in 1739 the following
equivalents are given : 1 manca=48 kalanjus—g reals.?
A real was 27'045 grams* or about 417°368 grains.
1 kalanju accordingly=781;/ grains. The modern
Travancore kalanju is 78 grains and 13 fanams of 6
grains each® The old Travancore fanam was about
5% to 6 grains, as the old fanam coins show, and
accordingly it may be assumed that there has been
practically no wvariation in goldsmiths’ weights in
Travancore since 1739. It is to be observed that

though gold fanam coins seem all to have weighed

about 514 to 6 grains, they varied greatly in value
according to their composition.® The Quilon fanam,
referred to commonly by both Portuguese and Dutch
as the Raja fanam, must have . been good gold as its

! Authorities (1) Valentijn IV, I, 362, (2) Enc. Neder. Indie, (3) entries in the
Madras Dutch records, e.g, MS, Nos. 741 and 1066. MS. No. 1054, p. 177
where we have 363,900 lbs. m9,097% parra. :

* MS. No. 281,

* MS. No. 281.

4 Enc. Van Neder. Indie article Maten en Gewichten.

* Travancore Manual.

¢ Cf. Shekleton’s Assay Tables, Calcutta, 1868.
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value is given in 1723 as 234 shellings® (=15 stivers),
in 1743 as 14/128 rix-dollars * (= 1534 stivers), in 1781
as 15-9/25 stivers and 64/125 of a rupee* The coin
referred to as “the gold fanam ” of Chetway and the
neighbourhood, which is shown by entries in MS.
No. 848 and elsewhere to have been the Calicut
fanam, was reckoned at 8 to the rix-dollars (414 to
the rupee) in 1742* and later at about five to the
rupee or 17%4 to the pagoda and so could only
have contained three grains of gold. The Travancore
gallioon (kaliyan) fanam was reckoned at ¢ to the
rix-dollar (5-1/16 to the rupee) in 1727 °® and exchanged
later at 6 or 7 to the rupee; the Cochin fanam, in
which there was only about half a grain of gold, at
18, 1914, 20 to the rupee at different times,

' Canter Visscher.
* P, below,
.~ MS, No. 1158,
7 MS. No. 357, Letter to Holland, 1742, 5,488} gold fanams = 636} ; vix-dollats,

* Letter to Batavia dated joth April 1727, in M=, No. 148, 2c¢ao fanum
galjnons =222} rix-dollars.



Art. VL—HISTORY OF THE PRESS IN INDIA—IX,
BOMBAY—IIL.
(Continued from page 1:8.)

IN January 1857 Dr. George Buist, Editor of the

Bombay Times, proceeded home on a year's leave
of absence, and Mr. Robert Knight was appointed acting
editor on his recommendation  Shortly after, the Indian
Mutiny broke out. The state of the Anglo-Indian
Press during the rebellion is thus graphically descnbed
by Sir George Otto Trevelyan :—

“ The tone of the (Anglo-Indian) press was horrible. Never
did the cry for blood swell so loud as among these Christians
and Englishmen in the middle of the nineteenth century. The
pages of those brutal and grotesque journals published by
Hibert and Marat during the agony of the French Revolution,
contained nothing that was not matched and surpassed in the
files of some Calcutta papers. Because the pampered Bengal
" sepoys had behaved like double-dyed rascals, therefore every
Hindoo and Mussalman was a rebel, a traitor, a murderer;
therefore, we were to pray that all the population of {ndia
might have one neck, and that all the hemp in India might be

twisted into one rope. It would. be wearisome to quote:

specimens of the style of that day. Every column teemed with
invectives which, at the time, seemed coarse and tedious, but
which we must now pronounce to be wicked and blasphemous,
For what could be more audacious than to assert that Provid-
ence had granted us a right to destroy a nation in our wrath?
—to slay, and burn, and plunder, not in the cause of order and
civilisation, but in the name of our insatiable vengeance, and
our imperial displeasure? The wise ruler (Lord Canning;
whose comprehensive and impartial judgment preseived

him from the contagion of that fatal frenzy, was assailed

with a storm of obloquy for which we should in vain seeka
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precedent in history. To read the newspapers of that day you
would believe that Lord Canning was at the bottom of the
whole mutiny ; that upon his head was the guilt of the
horrors of Cawnpore and Allahabad ; that it was he who
had passed round the ckupatties and the Jlotaks, and spread
the report that the Russ was marching down from the
north to drive the English into the sea, After all the crime
charged against him was, not that he had hindered the
butchery, but that his heart was not in the work, " No one
had the face to say, or at any rate, no one had the weakness
to believe, that Lord Canning had pardoned any considerable
number of condemned rebels. His crying sin was this, that
he took little or no pleasure in the extermination of the people
whom he had been commissioned by his Sovereign to govern
and protect.

“ After Lord Canning Sir John Peter Grant, Lieutenant-
Governor of Bengal, had the gratification of being the
personage most profusely and fiercely maligned by the
enemies of the native; which honourable position he long
retained, until of late Sir Charles Wood put in his claim, a
claim which has been instantly and fully recognised. A cer-
tain journal made the brilliant suggestion that Sir John Peter,
had he dared, would very likely have released the sepoys
whom General Neill had ordered for execution, and then
proceeded to abuse him as if he had actually so done. This
hypothetical case soon grew into a fact, It was stated
positively in all quarters, that Sir John Peter Grant had set
free the murderers of Cawnpore with a bombastic proclamation,
containing the words ‘in virtue of my high authority, an
expression which at once discredited the story in the estimation
of all who knew the man. Sir John and his high authority
, were reviled and ridiculed in the daily and weekly papers
" of England and India, in conversation, on the stage and
on the hustings. Meanwhile, with native laziness and good
humour, he said nothing, and allowed the tempest to
,.Phxstle about his ears withoit moving a muscle. At length
” the Home Government wrote out to the Governor-General,
directing him to take cognizance of the affair; and he
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accordingly requested the accused party to explain how the
matter stood. Then Sir John spoke out, and affirmed that
the report was a pure fabrication; that he never enlarged a
single sepoy ; and that, had he desired to thwart General Neill,
such interference would have been entirely out of his power.
Hereupon the Press in general proceeded to make amends in a
full and satisfactory manner. One newspaper, however, had no
intention of letting him off so easily, and put forward an
apology which was exquisitely characteristic, and which pro-
bably diverted the object quite as much as it was designed to
vex him. The gist of it was, that Sir John had undoubtedly
been falsely charged in this particular instance, but that he was
such a confirmed and abandoned friend of the native as quite
to deserve everything he had got; and that no contumely
whether rightly or wrongly bestowed on him, could by any
possibility come amiss.”

Mr. Robert Knight refused to be led away by
passion and prejudice, but preserved a calm and
dispassionate judgment in his writings in the Bombay
Times,; he became one of the ablest supporters of the
humane and discriminating policy of Lord Canning.
The fatal frenzy of the newspapers of the day obliged
the Governor-General to muzzle them for a year by
Act XV of 1857. - '

Dr. George Buist hastened out to India in nine
months, and with his return the policy of the RBombay
Times was entirely changed. He joined in the “ fatal
frenzy ” and cried out * blood for blood.” His writings
were. deemed so violent that steps were taken to
relieve him of the conduct of the paper which was
_the property of shareholders mostly Indians. Dr. Buist .
was also one of the proprietors, At the instance of the
late Mr. Nowrojee Furdoonjee,* a shareholder, a meeting
of the shareholders was held on the 23rd December
1857 for. the consideration of the tone of policy *

* For an account, see Buckland, Dictimary of Indian Riography p. 157.
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which should be pursued by the Bombay Times
in the critical state of affairs brought about by the
Indian Mutiny. Mr Nowrojee was the chief speaker
at the meeting, and in a long address he argued
that a public journalist, the aim and object of whose
writings ought to be the promotion of the wc.alfare and
happiness of the great mass of the people of this country,
ought to be the last person to cast unfounded and
sweeping imputations on their character; to accuse the
whole population of treachery and cruelties committed by
a particular class or section of it, and to call th.e whole
population *ferocious tigers, treacherous barbanan.s anfi
cruel savages.” On the motion of Mr. Nowrojee 1t
was resolved ‘that the proprietors of the Bombay
Times newspaper are of opinion that the recent a}rticles
therein published by the present editor, Dr. Bl.nst, re-
garding the character and conduct of the natlves.of
India in general, and the opinions and sentiments which
the editor has therein expressed on the subject of the
policy which should be adopted by Government towards
the natives generally, and the treatment of which they
are deserving at the hands of Government and of
Europeans, are illiberal, impolitic and unjust and te.nd
to alienate the native chiefs and Her Majesty's native
subjects from the British Government, and to excite
discontent and disaffection throughout British India,
aud are, therefore, in violation of Act No. XV of 1857
The proprietors, therefore, distinctly direct that DI:.
Buist forthwith desist from the course which he is
pursuing and entirely change the tone and tenor o
his editorial writings in these respects, to bring them
_ito accordance with the general views and feelings of
“ the proprietors as above expressed. And further that
he be called upon at this meeting to pledge himself in

.
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distinct terms so to do,” The President, Mr. Narayan
Dinathjee, on behalf of the meeting, requested Dr. Buist,
who was present, to give the pledge as set forth in the
above resolution, and on his declining to give any pledge
whatever, it was further resolved *‘ that Dr. Buist having

declined to pledge himself to follow the directions con-

tained in the foregoing resolution, and the meeting
having reason to believe that he intends to continue the
course which he has hitherto pursued, which is contrary
to his engagement with the proprietors, in opposition to
their views, and detrimental to the interests of the
country at large, determines that Dr. Buist be forthwith
dismissed from the situation of editor of the Bowmbay
ZTimes, and that the committee of directors be authorised
to secure the services of another gentleman to fill the
post.”* '

Their choice fell upon Mr, Robert Knight, and from
the beginning of 1858 he became the permanent editor
of the Bombay Times. But he found a formidable op-
ponent in his predecessor, Dr. George Buist. - The
Scotchmen of Bombay held a meeting the day after his
dismissal and privately subscribed capital sufficient to
start another English daily newspaper ; and in January

* Mr. Robert Knight thus wrote about Dr. George Buist:—* We knew
Dr. Buist intimately and have ever thought him the most clever man we have met
‘in the course of our life. He was an Encyclopredia of knowledge on all subjects,
and wasa member of half the learned Societies of Fuiope., Ile failed asan
editor . from two causes. In the first place he was not independent, but made him-
self the organ of one governmental clique after another, until he had lost
nearly’ all public respect. Thus in his violent and long continued attack upon Sir
Charles Napier for his * Conquest of Sind.’ iniquitous asthe conquest was, it was
- felt by everyone that the Bombay Times was rather the mouthpiece of the Govern- #
ment (or Willoughby) clique against the old soldier, than the upright exponent of
unbiased public opinion. In the second place, Dr. Buist had *tao many irons in
the fire.” When the Bombay Times had become a daily paper, he used to Loast
that he edited it before breakfast, and the boast was true ; but then it was editor-
ship of the metropelitan order ; and not the editing that an Indian newspaper CQS‘
for,if it is to be successful. Dr. Buist represented in his own person for yearm
nearly, all the public spirit of the island, and in spite of his failings and his strange
aberrations in 1857-58, he was a true philanthropist and genume friend of the
people.” i
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1858 Dr. Buist was appointed the editor of the Bembay
Standard. Mr. Mathias Mull was made manager of the
new Bombay daily. Thus in the beginning of 1858 there
were four daily newspapers published in Bombay—the
Bombay Times, edited by Robert Knight ; the Bomoéay
Gazztte, owned by John Connon ; the Telegraph and
Courier, a joint-stock concern, edited by George Craig ;
and the Bombay Standard, edited by Dr. George Buist.*

After the enactment of the Gagging Act ot 1857
the Government of Bombay in June 1857 brought to
the notice of the Government of India the mischievous
tendency of certain articles in the native newspapers of
Bombay, together with copies of minutes recorded by
the Right Honourable the Governor and the Honourable
Members of the Council of Bombay on the absolute
necessity of putting some restriction on the freedom of
the Press in India, The following is the full text of
the official correspondence on the subject :—

No. 208 of 1857—Office No. 715— Secret Department.

From H. L. Anderson, Esq, Secretary to Government
Bombay, to G. F. Edmonstone, Esq., Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India in the Foreign Department, Fort William.

SIR,—I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor
in Council to forward to you, for submission to the Right
Honourable the Governor-General of India in Council, copy of
a letter with enclosures from the Commissioner in Scinde
dated the 11th instant, No. 160, bringing to the notice of
Government the mischievous tendency of certain articles in
. native newspapers at the present time.

* A Bombay journalist thus writes :—* Mr. Knight was reviled by his contem-
poraries, and his writings were misrepresented ; but he held on the even tenure of
his ways and wrote in the interest of the people of the country.  With nearly the
whole of the Press of India arrayed against him, with unfriendly neightcurs trying

. «J misrepresent all that he wrote, he stood firm to his task and wrote as his cons-

" cience dictated to him. With fearless independence bhe conducted the Bombay
Times for two years and advocated the same just and humane p(’)‘Ile towards the
natives of the country which he first recommended as acting editor.
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2. 1 am also directed to forward copies of the minutes of
the dates noted in the margin, recorded by the Right Honour-
able the Governor and the other Members of the Government
on Mr. Frere’s letter.

I have, etc.,
H. L. ANDERSON,

BoOMBAY CASTLE, Secretary 1o Government.

29th fune 1857.
No. 160 of 1857—Secret Department.

From H. B. E. Frere, Esq,,* Commissioner of Scinde, to
the Right Honourable Lord Elphinstone, G.C.H, Governor
and President in Council, Bombay. ’

My LorD,—1I have the honour to enclose a memo. with
which Mr. Gibbs, Assistant Commissioner, has favoured ‘me of
a conversation with Shett Nowmull, a native merchant of
Kurrachee, for many years favourably known to Government
on account of his great intelligence, his extensive influence and
connections throughout the countries on our western frontier,
and his tried attachment to the British Government.

2. His opinions on the subject of the Native Press seem to
be deserving of attention, backed as they are by extracts from
a Hindustani paper published at Madras, which show how
mischievous the articles in native newspapers often are, and
how widely they circulate. ‘

3. The extract and translations by Major Goldsmid will
enable your Lordship in Council to form a judgment on this
point. . ‘

4. No. I. seems clearly meant to produce an impression
that the Government had attempted to defile their sepoys by
flour mixed with hogs’ bones, though the insinuation is very
cautiously worded, _

5. No. II. is a very mischievous perversion of an Indian .
Debate in Parliament, which in quieter times might be amusing.

6. No. III. is perhaps the most important, as it is
evidence of the effort which has for some time past been made
to place the Shah of Persia in the position, as regard\s\i

* Afterwards Sir Henry Bartle Edward Frere, Baronet, Governor of Bombay,
862-1867. . .
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Mahomedans in general, formerly held by the Sultan of Turkey.
Your Lordship is aware that some of the most influential learned
Mahomedans in India are Sheahs, and that the liberal measures
lately adopted by the Snltan, and his manifest reliance on the
aid of Christian Powers, have been triumphantly appealed to
by the Sheahs, as proofs of the Sultan’s heterodoxy.

7. With regard to the measures to be adopted towards
the Native Press, it is easier to see the evil than to provide a
remedy which shall be quite satisfactory to a distant public,
taking a rather theoretical view of such questions, and not
feeling a very deep personal interest in the risks which attend
any abuse of the liberty of the Press.

8. Moreover, it is the ignorance of the authors and
readers of such articles which really gives them their dangerous
character as well as forms the difficulty in dealing with them ;
for it is not easy to prevent or punish the publication in a.
native newspaper, of what may be a wverbatim translation of
a very harmless criticism in an English publication.

9. A poem in a Persian paper was lately brought to my
notice as of a very mischievous tendency, and, as it described
the signs preceding the day of judgment, in language strik-
ingly applicable to the present time and place, it was doubtless
calculated to unsettle and excite men’s minds and prepare
them for some sudden disturbance ; but it read so like a free
translation of a sermon by a popular English preacher on the
same subject as to render it rather puzzling to know what to
do with it. ,

10. I believe the best plan would be to have all the
periodical productions of the Native Press regularly read by
trustworthy persons with instructions to bring to notice any
objectionable passages ; whereupon any measures which might

. appear necessary could be taken regarding them. At any time

like the present, when productions like those enclosed would be
calculated to do real harm, the ordinary courts would punish
anytbing seditious with exemplary severity, and public opinion
weuld fully bear them out in so doing.

11. I have taken measures which will, T hope, prevent
the publication of any mischievous articles in this province.

.
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12, Considering how timid and easily alarmed are the
Hindu traders of Scinde, and that they are extremely anxijous
atthe present moment regarding other parts of India with
which they have mercantile transactions, it is satisfactory to
find one of them so well acquainted with the feelings of his
fellows as Shett Nowmull, express great confidence in the
preservation of internal tranquillity in the midst of a Maho-
medan population, as well as in the loyalty and fidelity of our
Bombay native army.

I have, etc.,
. B. E. FRERE,
COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE, } Conuntssioner of Scinde.
KURRACHEE, 11t/ June 1857.

Notes of a conversation with Shett Nowmul!, on Sunday,

7th June 1857,

Nowmull’s opinion as to the cause of the present crisis is
that Persian influence is at the bottom of it.

He argues this, from the fact of the great spread of the
Sheah tenets of the Mussulman religion, which has for some
time (two to three years) been observable, and also from the
very perceptible decrease in the rancour usually to be met

with hetween Sheahs and Soonnis. He tells me that for the

last two years there have been cossids regularly passing between
Delhi and the Persian Court vid Kandahar. The men sent
adopted different disguises from time to time, and the letters
were always secreted in the soles of the shoes or otherwise.

With regard to the Hindu portion of the army, the new
cartridges have been used (perhaps through the same influence)
to excite their feelings and lead them to mutiny.

‘He considers the Bombay army safe, but he observed

that it is a fatal error to trust eantirely to native troops..

You must mix Europeans with them. So impressed was he
with this idea, that he said he thought it was not impossible
that the Punjab might still break out, owing to the irregular

troops having to act so much alone. He seemed to thM\.

the active part taken by the chiefs and newhbourmcrmjaha
as the greatest safeguard. .
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He hears that it {s Dost Mahomed’s intention'to restore
Kandahar to the ex-sirdars; he says the Dost thinks more of
Persia than of England. In talking on this point, he observed
that the country was thus situated :—

Persia Cabul ~— Peshawar.

Persia is on the Dost’s head, while Peshawar is upder
his feet.”

He suggests that there shonld be a censotship of the
Native Press. He brought mea copy of the Madras paper
called the Saodak Sddik (published at Madras in' Hindu-
stani, dated 3oth May 1857, No. 39), in which are several
very questionable articles, Three of these Major Goldsmid
has kindly translated for me. From No. 1 it will'be seen that’
an idea is afloat that hogs’ bones are being issued to- the troops
mixed up with the flour, and No. III. shows that the Persian
Court have granted immunities to the Soonnis.

(5d.) J. Giess,.
Assistant Commissioner in Scinde.

8th June 1857,

NEWS OF MEERUT.~The same newspaper tells us that in
the Patan Bili camp at Meerut, the same cartridges arrived
on account of which the Barrackpore officers had:earned a
reputation (reknamwi} on the 18th or 19th of the current
month; and the flour-boxes which have been publicly stated
to contain hogs’ bones mixed up in them, also came. The
order was that the men of the regiment should purchase the
flour. On this account no one ate food and refused to take
the flqur or the cartridges. Though it is not right to suspect
the sircar, as they have nothing to do with religion, yet in this
business there is no doubt that, in the wisdoms of the Govern-
ment, they have suddenly withdrawn from kindly feeling towards
the hearts (lost the hold on the people’s affections ?) (of their
subjects?) It is very lamentable; the sky kisses the earth
from grief, that Mahomed Alem-u-Deen Xhan, son of Sidik
Shitub-u-Deen Khan, Rissaldar, died of cholera,. etc, etc.
{True abstract translation.] E. E.

s F. §. GoLosmup,
First Assistant Commpissiorier for [agheers,:
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The “ Jam-i-Jamsibid ” of Meerut relates that, in the
durbar of—the Marquis of Clanricarde complained much of the
Indian Government, that a vast amount of rupees was expended
among the home authorities in the way of pay, they knowing
little of the circumstances of the country ; that the nobles and
great men- of Hindoostan were becoming extinct, and the
middle classes gradually suffering damage, and poor people
being ruined it would be proper that the country should be so
governed that the people do not suffer. Some zillahs require
a decrease of taxation, and the salt-tax is very wrong. In
whatever countries there was fitting management, the latter
impost had been abolished. Beside this, in Hindoostan, the
system of justice was defective. Moreaver, on this account,
the English name suffered ; and, in Hindoostan, amid ten
judges, nine are Hindoostanees, but their pay and position was
unimportant and inconsistent with their duties. And the
heads of the East India Company say that amid 14 crores of
Hindoostanees, not one is worthy of rank or trust; a very sad
and distressing statement, enough to break -the hearts of the
people of Hindoostan, and cow their spirits. Besides which
he said many more things in answer to which, the Duke of
Argyle was unable to advance any clear arguments. [True
abstract translation] E. E. :

F. J. GOLDSMID, Major.

No. IIL

NEws FROM HERAT:— * * * Everyone knows that in
the matter of treaties, the Ameer is to be held as untrustworthy
as if of hell; and though it is useless to have friendship with
such people, yet we look on him so long as bis star is in the
ascendant. All assist their nominal friends, and turn from one

to the other. Without the orders of the Almighty a leaf-

cannot shake. It is said that, after the thaw, the Persian
army entered Candabar. It has been heard that the Shah
has given up his religious prejudices wholly. Every Sheah

has been forbidden to say the “tabarra,” any one doing-

sois to be punished, There is nothing strange in it. All
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great Kings have been in the habit of so acting. [True -
version.] E. E.
F. J. GoLDsSMID, Major.
[True copies.] :
H. L. ANDERSON,
Secretary to Government.

MINUTES.

1. Since the commencement of the present disturbances
several officers have brought to our notice the evil effect of the
Native Press upon the public mind.

2. Mr. Frere recommends thatall native newspapers should
“be regularly read by trustworthy persons, with instructions
to bring to notice any objectionable passages, whereupon any
measures which might appear necessary could be taken regard-
ing them. At a time like the present when productions like
those enclosed would be calculated to do real harm, the ordi-
nary courts would punish anything seditious with exemplary
severity, and public opinion would fully bear them out in so
doing.”

3. I have a very high opinion for Mr. Frere's judgment,
but in my humble opinion, the measure which he suggests
would be altogether insufficient to check the evil which he
points out.

4. Seditious articles and habitual depreciation of the
character of our government, and misrepresentation of its acts,
may have had their effect in alienating from us the goodwill
and respect of the people or the soldiery; but at the present
moment the most mischievous class of publications are the
false reports of mutinies and insurrections, which I am sorry
to say, are published in some of the English as well as in the
native newspapers, and which have a tendency to produce panic
with all its disastrous consequences.

5. To give an example of what I mean, and of the
inefficiency of the measures suggested by Mr. Frere; two
g,rtTlree days ago an article appeared in the Telegraph and
Courier, stating that the 25th Native Infantry, forming
a part of General Woodkturn’s force, had mutinied, and that
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200 of the men were placed in confinement. 1 felt con-
vinced that the report was false, as I had heard nothing
of it, being in daily communication with the Commander-
in-Chief. 1 was quite certain that His Excellency would
have informed me of the circumstance if it had taken
place. I accordingly wrote to Colonel Melvill and requested
him to take the opinion of the law officers whether the
Telegraph and Courier could be prosecuted for spreading
false and mischievous reports. The Advocate-General was
of opinion that the prosecution of a newspaper upon such a
charge was not advisable, as the editor might have been and
probably was deceived, and that it would be better to contra-
dict the report through another newspaper. It is only fair
to the editor of the Telegraph and Courier to say that he
contradicted the report himself, and. published an extra for
this purpose; but the mischief done by -the promulgation of
the lie was not effectually counteracted by its contradiction
which was probably not read by half of those who had heard
of the pretended mutiny.

6. It seems to me that the time is now come to enquire
into the general question of the working of an unrestricted
Press in this country, and that I should be shrinking from my
duty if I were to withhold the expression of an opinion which
has been strengthened by recent events, but which has certainly
not been formed by them.

7. Ido not for a moment contend that the hcense of the
Native Press has occasioned the mutiny in the Bengal army,
but still it is worthwhile to enquire whether by weakening
in the mind the respect for authority, and by destroymo the
confidence of the sepoys in Government and in their officers,
‘it may not have been one of the predisposing causes which
" have led to this event,

8. The following extract from a minute* by Sir Thomas’
Munro is written with a largeness of view and a forecast which
entitle it to attention :—

“Were we sure the Press would act only through sthe
medium of the people, after a great body of them should

*® Written on the 12th April 1822 when Governor of Madras.
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have imbibed the spirit of freedom, the danger would be seen
at a distance, and there would be ample time to guard against
it; but from our peculiar situation in this country, this is not
what would take place, for the danger would come uponus
from our native army, not from the people. In countries not
under a foreign government, the spirit of freedom usually
grows up with the gradual progress of early education and
knowledge among the body of the people. This is its natural
origin, and were it to rise in this way in this country, while
under our rule, its course would be quiet and uniform, unattend-
ed by any sudden commotion, and the change in the charac-
ter and opinions of the people might be met by suitable
changes in the form of Government. But we cannot with any
reason expect this silent and tranquil renovation, for owing to
the unnatural state in which India will be placed, under a
foreign government, with a free Press and a native army, the
spirit of independence will spring up in this army long before it
is even thought of among the people. The army will not wait
for the slow operation of the instruction of the people, and -the
growth of liberty among them, but will hasten to execute their
own measures for the overthrow of the Government and the
recovery of their national independence, which they will soon
learn from the Press it is their duty to accomplish.

“The high opinion entertained of us by the natives, and
the deference and respect for authority which have hitherto
prevailed among ourselves, have been the main causes of our

{'success in this country; but when these principles shall be

shaken or swept away by a free Press, encouraged by our
juries to become a licentious one, the change will soon reach
and pervade the whole native army. The native troops are
the only body of natives who are always mixed with

. Europeans, and they will, therefore, be the first to learn the

doctrines circulated among them by the newspapers, for as
these doctrines will become the frequent subject of discussion
among the European officers, it will not be long before they are

, kfiown to the native officers and troops. Those men will not pro-

bably trouble themselves much about distinctions regarding the
rights of the people and forms of Government, but they will laeiu
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from what they hear to consider what immediately concerns
themselves, and for which they require but little prompting,
They will learn to compare their own low allowances and humble
rank with those of their European officers, to examine the
ground on which the wide difference rests, to estimate their own
strength and resources, and to believe that it is their duty to
shake off a foreign yoke, and to secure for themselves the
honours and emoluments which their country yields. Ifthe
Press be free, they must inevitably learn all this and much more.
Their assemblage in garrisons and cantonments will render it
easy for them to consult together regarding their plans, they will
have no difficulty in finding leaders qualified to direct them ;
their patience, their habits of discipline, and their experience
in war, will hold out the fairest prospects of success ; they will
be stimulated by the love of power and mdependence and by
ambition and avarice to carry their designs into execution,
The attempts would no doubt be dangerous, but when the con-
test was for so rich a stake, they would not be deterred by the
danger. They might fail in their first attempts, but even their
failure would not, as under a national Government, confirm our
power, but shake it to its foundation. The military insubordi-
nation which is occasioned by some partial or temporary cause
may be removed, but that which arises from a change in the
character of the troops urging to systematic opposition, cannot
be subdued ; we should never again recover our present ascend-
ancy. All conﬁdence in them would be destroyed, but they
would persevere in their designs until they were finally suc-
cessful, and after a sanguinary civil war, or rather after
passing through a series of insurrections and massacres, we
should be compelled to abandon the country.”

9. I was anxious to compare the opinion of Lord

Metcalfe upon .this subject with those of Sir Thomas Munro,
~and for this purpose 1 searched the volume of selections

fron'l his papers, which is edited by Mr. Kaye, in the hope of
finding his minute, proposing the emancipation of the Press

in India. I have been unable to find this minute,” but I hive

- * The minute of Lord Metcalfe ha.s been reproduced in full inthe Calcutta
Review, January 1908.
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discovered a passage in which Lord Metcalfe evidently gives
the reasons which induced him to abolish the restrictions
which existed at the time of Lord William Bentinck’s

departure.

« Page 197—His Lordship (Lord William Bentinck),
however sees further danger in the spread of knowledge and
the operations of the Press. I do not, for my own part,
anticipate danger as a certain consequence from these causes.
I see so much danger in the ignorance, fanaticism and bar-
barism of our subjects, that I rest on the spread of knowledge
some hope of greater strength and security. Men will be
better able to appreciate the good and evil of our rule, and if
the good predominate, they will know what they may lose
by a change. Without reckoning on the affection of any
it seems probable that those of the natives who would most
deprecate and least promote our overthrow, would ‘be the
best informed and most enlightened among them, unless
they had themselves individually ambitious dreams of power.
If, however, the extension of knowledge is to be a new
source of danger, and I will not pretend confidently to
predict the contrary, it is one altogether unavoidable. It is
our duty to extend the knowledge whatever may be the result,
and spread it would, even if we impeded it. The time is
passed when the operations of the Press could be effectually
restrained ; even if that course would be any source of safety
which must be very doubtful, nothing so precarious could in
.y prudence be trusted to. If, therefore, increase of danger is
really to be apprehended from increase of knowledge, it is
what we must cheerfully submit to. \We must not try to aver}
it, and if we did we should fail.”

10. Lord Metcalfe considers the freedom of the Press and
the diffusion of knowledge as convertible terms.

11. Let us see what Sir Thomas Munro says upon this
subject. '

“The advocates of a free Press seek, they say, the improve-
mrfent of our system of Indian Government and of the minds
and condition of the natives, but these desirable ends are
I am convinced, quite unattainable by the means they propose.

re
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There are two important points which should always be kept
in view in our administration of affairs here. The first is, that
our sovereignty should be prolonged to the remotest possible
period. The second is, that whenever we are obliged to resign
it, we should leave the natives so far improved from their
connexion with us, as to be capable of maintaining a free or
atleast a regular Government among themselves. If these
objects .can ever be accomplished it can only be under a
restricted Press ; a free ane so far from facilitating would render
their attainment utterly impracticable, for by attempting to
precipitate improvement it would frustrate all the benefits
which might have been derived from more cautious, and
temperate proceedings.”

12. Again, speaking of the restrictions which - he would
retain, he says, “such restrictions will not hinder progress of
knowledge among the natives, but rather ensure it, by having
it to follow its natural course, and by protecting it against
Military violence and anarchy.”

13. Inreading over Lord Metcalfe’s papers, nothing has
struck me more than a statesman who entertained such alarm-
ing, I had almost written such exaggerated, notions of the
insecurity and unpopularity of our rule in this country, should
have been the man to abolish a few restrictions upon the
liberty of the Press which his predecessor considered indis-
. pensable ; yet Lord William Bentinck appears to have taken
a far more confident view of our internal position, and was
certainly not an illiberal or an unenlightened Governor.

14. With all respect which I feel for the character and
ability of Lord Metcalfe, I cannot but think that when he
took the great step which has procured him so much popularity
.among our countrymen in India, he lost sight of the connexion
which ought to exist between the state of the Press and the
other institutions of a country. A free Press seems to be the
natural concomitant of free institutions. Itis on the other hand
from its very nature antagonistic to despotic rule, and above
all, to foreign domination, as Sir Thomas Munro, in the

minute from which I have already quoted, tersely expresses

it, “a free Press, ard the dominion of strangers, are things’
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which are quite incompatible, and which cannot long exist
together.” : '

15. Our Government in this country can never be a
popular Government in any sense of the term. It must be a
despotism, tempered by wise and just laws impartially admi-
nistered, tempered also by the education and feelings of its
rulers, and by their responsibility to Parliament and to the
British nation. [ can have no possible doubt that this form
of Government is the one best calculated to secure and to
promote the happiness and advancement of the people of
India.

No one who knows the country will be wild enough to
assert that the people are fit for representative institutions
and self-government. The first care of our insurgents is not
to proclaim a constitution, but a new Emperor, and an ample
donative to the army,

If then a despotic form of Government is, indeed, the only
one suitable to the state of the country as well as the only one
possible for us, it follows that if the unrestricted liberty of the
Press is incompatible with this form of Government, and with
the continuance of our rule in this country, that it must be
curtailed ; the restrictions n=ed not be many ; but systematic
abuse of the Government and misrepresentation of its facts,
and all attempts to create ill feeling between the different
classes of the community, and especially between the European
officers and the native soldiery, must be prevented.

. Since I began this Minute, I have learnt that the Governor-

General has introduced a Bill for regulating the Press, both
Native and European, which has been passed by the Legislative:
Council. I have no doubt that this Act will meet the require-
ments of the case, and I only record my sentiments upon this
subject, because I hardly think that at this moment, when the

"~ Governor-General has boldly taken upon himself to passa

measure which must be unpopular at home, and which will be
unpalatable to many in" this country, it would be honest to
corxeal them.

* (5d.) ELPHINSTONE,
24th June 1857. ‘
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I have read this Minute of our President with a lively
interest. It very powerfully supports the opinion of those who
think that all restrictions ought never to have been removed
from the Indian Press.

For myself it seems unnecessary that 1 should enter at
any lengthinto a discussion of the advantages as compared
with the disadvantages of a free Press in this country.

1 always supposed it to be an admitted political maxim
that a free Press and a despotic Government could not co-exist
for any very long period. The one would inevitably in time
destroy the other.

With even less hesitation it may be positively affirmed
that the totally free and unrestricted liberty of the Press is
incompatible with the permanency of an absolute Government
by foreigners in a country like India, ‘supported principally
by a native army who is attached to us only by the tie of
pay and pension. ' '

I believe that the self-evident and inevitable condition
of giving freedom to the Indian Press had been accepted by
Lord Metcalfe as the remote contingency-of his gift. He
relied, I suppose, on the considerations that in the first place
it was our duty as foreign rulers at all hazards to ourselves,
to inform and enlighten our Indian subjects, in effecting which
the principal agent would be a free Press. Secondly, on the
hopes that the severence of our connection with the country
when it did in time take place, would be softened by a sense of
benefits received and of the generous tendencies of a rule
which endeavoured to the best of its ability to raise the
nation to a level with its conquerors. '

From the extract from Lord Metcalfe’s writings given in
our President’s Minute, it would seem that he neither affirmed

qor denied the dangers to our rule of liberating the Press from~

all restrictions.

It is my full impression that while he anticipated no
immediate danger, he was fully prepared for the distant reshlts
of his policy, and in doing what he deemed to be right was not
" deterred by the anticipation.. -
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To suppose that entire freedom of discussion and the
liberty and license of a public Press can march together for a
long series of years with the absolute rule of a few foreigners
over a country which is so extensive, so populous; which has
within it so many germs of native power and greatness as
India, appears to me to be the blindness of political insanity.

The most questionable and doubtful aspect in which Lord
Metcalfe’s measure could be reviewed, is, however, that which
we find in the extract from the writings of Sir Thomas Munro
quoted in our President’s Minute,

Experience at this time seems to justify the opinions of
that eminently able officer, that before the good expected from
free discussion in the country could result, harm would arrive in
the influence which a free Press would exert upon the minds
and the fidelity of our native soldiery.

_ .I have but small doubt myself that the agency of a free
Native Press has been exerted very banefully, though perhaps
indirectly, in producing the catastrophe under which we are
now suffering. There are, and have long been, other causes
which are patent to those who will reflect, and who have
observed our policy for several years past. But the freedom
of the Native Press is certainly one of these causes.

I must, however, observe, that it is now rather late in the
day to impose restrictions on the Press such as the new Act
legalises, and it is a question to me how far they w1ll now be
., found effectual,

With a few rare exceptions, it is admitted that the measure
was uncalled for by the European portion of the Press, indeed
the Governor-General says as much. The strictures of the
European prints on the proceedings of the several Indian
Governments, have seldom passed a justifiable limit, and indeed,
have often been profitable, however severe.

But there is the great difficulty noticed by ‘the Governor-
General of drawing a line of separation in the treatment of
the" European and Native portion of the Press, and at a crisis
Tike the present, the power which the Act nges to the Govern-
ment is required.
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There is this further reason for taking it, that I cannot
see in what way it will affect the respectable portion of the
Press, since no Governor-General or local Government could
venture to take the extreme step of withdrawing a license from
a paper without justification, or unless an editor has so
grossly committed himself as to have lost the sympathy and
respect of his fellow editors, a case which has rarely occurred
in the annals of Anglo-Indian journalistn.

(8d.) J. G, LU'\ISDEN
25th June 1857,

No one who has watched the Native Press of India can, I
think, be of opinion that, constituted as it is, it either merits to be
free, or that with due regard to the working of the Government
of India, it is safe to permit to it that unbridled license which
under the garb of freedom it has assumed. It is a subject
for regret that the check found necessary at this troubled
pericd had not been before imposed .in more quiet times, and
I perceive no cause for supposing that after the present occasion
has past, it will be safe to remove it.

The restriction as to respectable pomons of the Press, both
English and Native, will be almost nominal, for with the
experience we have had of the benefit to be derived from free
discussion, it is not to be supposed that any Indian Govern-
ment will wish to check it, unless it exceed those bounds within
which alone it can benefit the public.

I entirely concur in the opinion recorded by the Rwht
Honourable the President and feel much indebted to him for
the opportunity of stating my own in support of the measure
- lately adopted by the Government of India.

» (5d.) A. MALET.
26th June 1857,

Against the enactment of Act. XV of 1857, Mr.
John Connon, editor and proprietor of the Bombay Gazette,
protested by submitting a memorial to the Honourablé
- the Court of Directors of the East India Company on the

£d
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21st August 1857. The following correspondence and
memorial are very interesting reading :—
To Stk JamEes Cosmo MeLviLr, K.C.B,, ETC, ETC., ETC,
Secretary to the East India Company.

SIR,—1 have the honour to forward to you herewith a memo-
rial to the Honourable the Court of Directors, praying the
disallowance of Act XV of 1857 of the Legislative Council of
India, and for the protection of the proprietors of presses and
conductors of papers in India, in the rights and privileges
which they have enjoyed since 1835.

Begging the favour of your submitting the same to the
Honourable Court and awaiting your reply.

I have, etc,,
(Sd.) Joun CONNON.

NEw Cross, LONDON, S.E.,

9, GLOUCESTER TERRACE, }
215t August 1857.

EasT INDIA HOUSE,
2nd September 1857.

SIR,—I have laid before the Court of Directors of the
East India Company your memorial, dated 21st ultimo, praying
for the disallowance by the Court of the Act of the Legislative
Council of India, No. XV of 1857, and for “the protection of
the proprietors of presses and the conductors of newspapers in
India in the rights and privileges enjoyed by them since
1835."

In reply I am commanded to inform you that the Court
have already communicated to the Government of India their
approval of the Act of the Legislative Council of India, to

" which you refer.

I am, etc,
James C, MELVILL,
. Secretary.
Jouy Conxoxn, Esg,
6, Gloucester Terrace, New Cxoss.



H

286 THE CALCUTTA REVIEW,

The following is the full text of the memorial :—

To THE HONOURABLE THE COURT OF DIRECTORS OF
THE EAsT INDIA COMPANY.

The Memorial of John Connon, M.A., etc.

SHOWETH,—That your memorialist went out from this
country upwards of ten years ago to edit a newspaper in India
having only recently returned, and is now sole proprietor of the
Bombay Gazette daily newspaper, also of several other periodical
publications and literary works, and of a large printing office in
Bombay, giving employment to more than 150 persons, and cir-
culating by so doing more than than Rs. 1,20,000 'a year.

2. That as the conductor of a public journal, and other-
wise, your memorialist has reason to believe that he acquired
the goodwill and esteera of many persons, notwithstanding the
invidiousness of the office which he had undertaken, having
been secretary to the only associated body of Europeans in the
Presidency independent of Government, the Bombay Chamber
of Commerce, during the greater part of his residence there, and
having received on the occasion of his quitting Bombay, upon
leave of absence, and subsequently on a final tender and accep-
tance of his resignation, highly complimentary communications
from that association. ' ‘

3. That you memorialist claims to have been instrumental
by means of the journal which he conducted and still owns, in
doing much good at Bombay, by calling attention, for example,
to the indifferent state of the police there, when one magistrate
was removed, and the magistracy, superintendency and details of
police management have all since been changed and improved ;

“to frauds and other illegalities in the collection of municipal

revenue, which have since disappeared, to the state of the
Sudder Adawlut in Bombay, when two of the judges of that
high court were removed avowedly in consequence of what your
memorialist published, and the inability of those judges to reply
satisfactorily to it ; and your memorialist believes that by these
and other means a greater sense of responsibility has beco‘me.
common among public men, the administration of justice has
become less open to suspicion, and. the honour of the English
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name and Government more and more respected throughout
the Presidency of Bombay.

4. That your memorialist, thankful for the freedom and
means of usefulness in an honourable calling which he enjoyed
while thus engaged, has been careful from the first day and
hour in which he acquired property in a press in India, to
comply with all the requisitions of the existing law as to the
registry of said property, a precaution which he has reason to’
believe has not always been taken by others similarly situated,
including gentlemen in the service of your honourable Court,
which neglect on those gentlemen’s part, though wellknown
to the members of successive governments on the spot, was
wholly overlooked by them ; and your memorialist, though he
has had to appear in courts of law from time tg time, never
was cast in damages, or found guilty, on the criminal side,
of any libel, or had to apologise for any wrong done, or failed
to establish the truth of anything which he ever published,
though a statement to this effect seems to have been con-
veyed to your honourable Court in a minute of the late
Governor, Lord Falkland, quoted in a despatch of your honour-
able Court to the Governor in Council at Bombay, No. 12 of
1853 in the Judicial Department, against which your memorialist
remonstrated in letters to the Bombay Government, dated 21st
and 28th March, and 18th September 1854, and in respect of
which your memorialist had the satisfaction of receiving
disclaimers from the Bombay Government under dates the
28th March, s5th April, 7th September and 7th October, all in

C1854 ; the communication of the ;th September being accom-
panied by a copy of your honourable Court’s despatch to that
Government, No. 13 of 1854 in the Judicial Department, in
which partial, but, speaking with the utmost deference your
memorialist must say, imperfect justice was done him in respect

- of the wrong which bad been committed.

5. That in the midst of this career of public usefulness,
as your memorialist ventures to call if, living under the
protection of law on the one hand, and responsible ta it on the
cther, be finds by Act XV of the present year, intituled “ An
Act to regulate the establishment of printing presses, and to

.
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restrain in certain cases the circulation of printed books and
papers” passed by the Lesislative Council of India, at a sitting,
and by regulations made by the Government of India under
that Act, all this freedom and all this protection of law, as well
as amenability to regular tribunals taken away, and that heis
now liable to absolute ruin at the pleasure of the Executive
Government, without warning and without trial ; that he must
have a license from the Government to use his own press,
which licence they can give or refuse at pleasure, or on any
terms that they please ; that they can revoke such licence, or
change the terms of it, on the instant, and as often as they
please, without any further legislation ; that the use of his own
press without such a licence would involve the possible loss
of it by summary seizure, also the chance of a long "imprison-
ment and heavy fine, while there is to be no appeal from such
decisions, nor is any compensation provided for possible wrong
done under these circumstances.’

6. That your memorialist understands that the mutiny
of large bodies of troops in the Bengal Presidency, and a
certain unsettledness throughout the country in consequence,
are assigned as the reasons for giving to the Executive these
new powers. But your memorialist ventures to submit that
those mutinies have not been caused in any degree by the
late freedom of the Press, and that so far as advantage has been
taken by evil-disposed persons of the disturbances alluded to,
to publish seditious or other libellous matter, the existing
law was sufficient to reach and punish such; in illus-
" tration of which he may notice that the Government of
India, before Act XV of this year was passed, had up
‘the editors of four native papers in Calcutta before a magis-
trate, charging them with the issue of treasonable or seditious
publications. The accused were all committed, as no doubt
‘they deserved to be, for trial at the criminal sessions, which are
presided over by English judges, and where juries, of whom a
balf must, and the whole may be Englishmen, are judges of
the fact, and in' libel cases, as yqur honourable Company is
aware, also of the law. There is no reason to doubt that those
men would get a fair trial, nor that seditious, ljbellous, or other
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illegal writing in India, can be put down by regular and con-
stitutional means, ss easily and as summarily as it can in
England. But should the law now passed not be disallowed,
it will be said that the government of the East India Company
does not like regular and constitutional means, that it does not
like an independent judicature, that it wants a power above the
law, and operating on public fears at a critical time has got
such a power as regards the press; while, judging by what the
Governor-General said, in proposing the measure, there is
reason to fear that the power thus taken will be retained lone
after the circumstances under which it arose have passed awa;.
Already such language, less respectful to your honourable
Court and servants than your memorialist will allow himself
to use, is finding public utterance and probably commanding as-
sent. Inaletter from Calcutta, which appears in the Daily
News of the 17th instant, it is written : “ to gag the Press was
among the first ideas of our rulers when they found themselves
in difficulties. Be sure the English Press was not muzzled on
account of any idea of turbulent natives perusing its columns-
it was the opportunity to visit official indignation upon the too
free spoken on matters in general. The law, as it was before
was thoroughly sufficient for every purpose of proper control’
and punishment; but it did not permit, as the new Act
does, the Governor-General in Council to crush a paper by a
word."”

7. That supposing your memorialist is wrong in the-
opinion which he holds in common with so many others, that
the existing law was sufficient for all reasonable purposes, he
suggests that the law might be amended, but he prays that
himself and property shall only be put under a govern-
ment by law, and not one of possible caprice ; above all, he
would not have those who may be his accusers to be also his
judges, sole judges, and against whose adverse decision there
could be no appeal, till wrong past any legal remedy has
been inflicted,

[ 4 . '
« 8. That it may be said, as indeed has already been said
by the Government of India, in giving a warning. which it was
quite optional and quite a gratuitous courtesy on the part of
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the Government to do to the Friend of India* that “the
Governor-General in Council has no intention of interfering
with the fair discussion of public measures;” but read by the
light of his actual interference with the conduct of that news-
paper in respect of an article which your memorialist would
call innocuous, if not laudatory of the English Government in
India, oneis ata loss to know what Government means by
“fair discussion.” They constitute themselves sole judges of
what is fair discussion and what is not. And looking at the
conditions set forth in the official notifications in India as
those upon which the licence to keep or use a press is to be
had, it will be observed that those conditions have only in a
partial degree any relation to the existing state of affairs, and
withal are so comprehensive that having them in view no
proprietor of a press, or journalist equal to his duties, can regard
his personal liberty or his property safe for one hour beyond
the pleasure of angry, fussy, or affrighted officials. Even
publication of documents and despatches that have received the
warm approval of your honourable Court is full of danger.
Thus, referring to one of the conditions, that forbidding obser-
vations, original orselected, from any source “having a ten-
dency to weaken the friendship towards the British Govern-
ment of Native Princes, Chiefs, or States in dependence upon or
alliance with it,” to reprint in India only a few words from
the minute of the Marquis of Dalhousie, dated the 28th
February 1856, reviewing his administration in. India, say
paragraph 39, in which His Lordship speaks of the chance of
“recovering (for the British Government) the fertile and un-
happy province of Cashmere, whichin 1846 we unwittingly
handed over to a chief who has proved himself a veritable
tyrant, and who already appears to be the founder of a race
of tyrants,” the veritable tyrant here alluded to being a

sovereign prince then in alliance with us, and his son one of -
“a race of tyrants” by the same authority, being now in

alliance with us, to reprint in India such words as these, long
since given to the world with approbation by your honourable
Court, would now render one liable to all the penalties of

* For the facts about this warning, see the Calewtta Review, April 1908.
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_Act XV of 1857. Inshort, if Government is to act, notto

speak of the letter, but even in the spirit of the regulations
which it has laid down, the use of a printing press in India
for almost any conceivable purpose is dangerous, if not im-
possible. But it may be said, Government has no intention
to act up to the power which it has taken. With reference
to that your memorialist would represent that it is a policy—
if one can call such action by such a name—quite un-
worthy of a wise and just Government, to make laws which
it does not care to enforce habitually when they are infringed.
As already remarked by your memorialist, the few and simple
provisions of Act XI of 1835, as to public registry of property
in presses, have been frequently disregarded in India by some,
never by your memorialist ; and no Government, so far as your
memorialist knows, has taken the least notice of the illegality
No doubt the unwillingness of Government officers to
perform what seemed a disagreeable duty, was alone the
cause of this; but if another cause were sought for, it might
be found perhaps in the notion entertained by a certain class of
officials that it is high statesmanship to treat the Press with an
affectation of contempt—a notion strikingly in contrast with
the Act just now passed, and one also which your memorialist
is persuaded cannot be entertained by your honourable Court,
who, he doubts not, share with him the opinion that the only
true statesmanship in regard to the Press is to legislate for it
calmly, and deliberately in peaceful times, putting it, like other"
professions, in a state of responsible freedom, and then - leaving
those affected by it, whether governments or individuals, and
those connected with it, all to their responsibility to the law on
the one hand, and to their protection by it on the other.

9. That your memorialist submits that any other policy—
interference, for instance, by the Executive, from day to day
in the way now threatened, and indeed practised in India—
involves a degree of responsibility and necessary action on their
par} totally imcompatible with their recognised functions. For
qne thing, they must be presumed to approve all that is printed
which they have not checked, and unless they are to carry out
a policy of extermination as to the Press, this lands them in

.
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a position of absurdity unworthy of a Government, or indeed
of any man of reason and common sense.

10. That your memorialist believes less precaution has
been taken in India since 1835 till now, than is still taken in
England, to ensure a certain amount of respectability on the part
of newspaper proprietors so far as that can be done by law.
He alludes to the seditious libel bond or recognizance required
in England from newspaper proprietors and sureties under
60 Geo. 3, c.g and 11 Geo. 4, ¢. 73. Your memorialist would
not object for himself, and does not believe that any
respectable newspaper proprietor in India -would object, to
furnish such a bond as that required here under those Acts.
But your memorialist would see with deep regret any steps
taken, and, if taken, persevered in, which would have the effect
of placing conductors of English newspapers in India ona
footing of hostility, with a good cause of quarrel, almost
personal, towards the British Government there, where there
are so many objects of honourable ambition and of usefulness
common and open to both parties in their respective sphéres.
But then their spheres are and must be apart, if either would
be useful, as they may. One who has: adorned and digni-
fied a judgment seat in Bombay, and the legislature of
England ; one who has taught . philosophy in the schools of
your honourable Court, and whose name is dear to literature
and freedom, Sir James Mackintosh, said in his defence of
Peltier—“ To inform the public on the conduct of those who
administer public affairs requires courage and conscious
security. It is always an invidious and obnoxious office;
but it is often the most necessary of all public duties. If it
is not done boldly, it cannot be done effectually, and it is not
from writers trembling under the uplifted scourge that
we are to hope for it,” and to quote another who has also

served your honourable Court well, the great historian of
our day, the same who drew up the Act that first gave to -

the Press of India its (alas temporary) freedom :—“ Men
are never so likely to settle a question rightly as when tltaey,
discuss it freely. A Government can interfere in discussion
only by making it less free than it would otherwise be, Men
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are most likely to form just opinions when they have no
other wish than to know the truth, and are exempt from all
influence either of hope or fear. Government as Government
can bring nothing but the influence of hopes and fears to
support its doctrines. It comes on controversy, not with
reasons, but with threats and bribes. If it employs reasons,
it does so notin virtue of any powers which belong to it as a
Government. Thus instead of a contest between argument
and argument, we have a contest between argument and force.
Instead of a contest in which truth, from the natural constitution
of the human mind, has a decided advantage over falsehood
we have a contest in which truth can be victorious only by
accident.”

r1. That it is your memorialist's firm persuasion that your
honourable *Court and the various authorities and agencies
for the Government of India have nothing to fear, in the
discharge of duty, from a free Press. '

Your memorialist, therefore, prays your honourable Court
to signify to the Governor-General of India in Council your
disallowance of the Act XV of 1857, in terms of the Act of
Parliament 3 and 4 Will 4, c. 85, s. 44, causing the said
Governor-General in Council forthwith to repeal the said law
and the regulations made under it; and should it be thought
necessary or desirable to amend the previously existing law as
to the possession and use of printing presses in India, your
memorialist prays further that the liberty of unlicensed printing
shall not be taken from loyal and lawful subjects of the British
Crown, and that the persons and property of owners of presses
and the conductors of newspapers there—at all events, of those
now enjoying the protection of English law, and subject to the
jurisdiction of the Queen’s Courts only—shall not be put in
jeopardy except by fair trial in such courts, nor sacrificed till
after guilt found by impartial and independent juries.

And your memorialist, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

. 4 JoHN CONNON, M.A.

*6, GLOUCESTER, NEW CROSS,
LoNpox, S E,
215t August 1857.



294 THE CALCUTTA REVIEW,

In September 1857 the Government of Bombay
empowered the Magistrate of Poona to warn the news-
papers published within his jurisdiction against re-
publishing such articles from the London journals as
were of an objectionable nature. The following letter
was addressed to the Magistrate of Poona:—

Jupictar DeparTMENT, BoMBay CASTLE,
235vd September 1857.

Sir,—In the Bombay Times newspaper of last Thursday
the editor stated that a detachment of the 2nd Bovmbay
Light Cavalcy had mutinied at Deesa, and had been destroyed
by Her Majesty's 83rd Regiment at that station; and in last
Monday’s paper there is an article from the English paper, the
Press, the publication of which is calculated to have a very
pernicious effect at the present time. ,

I am, therefore, desired by the Right Honourable the
Governor in Council to request that you will be good enough to
warn the editors of English and Native newspapers within
your jurisdiction against republishing the articles in question.

1 have, etc,

H. L. ANDERSOX,

Secretary to Governinent.
To the Magistrate of Poona.

(7o be continued.) ,
S. C. SaniaL.

CRITICAL NOTICE

THE PRINCE OF DESTINY, THE NEW KRISHNA,
Ghosh. Publishers Messrs. Rehman, Limifed,
Avenue, London, W. C.

By Sarath Kumar
129, Shaftesbury

KIPLING has told us in one of his works “ East and West;
never the Twain shall meet” The gifted Bengal author
who in “The Prince of Destiny ” has written the book of the
hour, hulds on the other hand that the East and West caa
come together and his tale, written in the purest English, that
many a present-day author might envy, sets out to show how
this may be attained. The story which is of especial interest
at the present time, when there is so much needless unrest,
holds the reader spell-bound and gives in its pages more insight
of the inner workings of the Indian mind which have so often
puzzled his brother of the West than, perhaps, has ever been
done before, The romance should appeal to both Indian and
European readers and we shall not spoil the interest in it by
quoting from its pages, every one of which makes delightful
reading, at the same time making the reader to contemplate on
the situation with which the romance deals.

THE FAUNA OF BRITISH INDIA including Ceylon and Burma, N

WE have received the first copy of the Fauna of British
India series edited by A. E, Shipley, M.A;, Hon. D.S.C,
F.R.S, including the volume dealing with the Dermaptera
(Earwigs) by Malcolm Burr, D.S.C, M.A, F.R.S, F.LS,
F.Z.S. The Publishers are Messrs. Taylor and Francis, Red
Lion Court, Fleet Street, London, while the volume can also be
obtained from Messrs. Thacker, Spink and Co., Calcutta, and
Messrs. Thacker and Co.,, Bombay. Mr, Shipley’s preface to
the work is worthy of reproduction. He says :—

* 1 would wish"to record my sense of the loss Science has
* sustained through the death of the late Lieutenant-Colonel
C. T. Bingham. He succeeded Dr. Blanford, who initiated and
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edited the series for more than twenty years, in 1905, and
since that time devoted himself unremittingly to the task he
then took up. His loss has been widely felt, especially
amongst the workers in systematic Entomology: if I may
quote his own words about his predecessor :—*“ To few, how-
ever, will that loss be personally so great as to those who
under his direction were working for the Fauna of India series.”

During the year 1908 Colonel Bingham was engaged on
his third and final volume on the Indian Butterflies.. This,
which was to have included the families Lycenide and
Hesperiide, he left unfinished. I am happy to state that
Mr. H. Druce has, with the sanction of the Secretary of State
for India, undertaken to complete the work ; but owing to the
constantly increasing amount of material now available it will
be necessary to devote a volume to each of these families.

At the time of Lieutenant-Colonel Bingham's death,
volumes on the following Groups had been sanctioned by
the Secretary of State for publication:—on the Cicindelide,
Pausside and a General Introduction to the Coleoptera by
Canon W. \W. Fowler ; on the Orthoptera, by Mr. W. F. Kirby ;
on the Dermaptera, by Mr. Malcolm Burr; on the Butterflies
(third and last volume), by Lieutenant-Colonel Bingham ; on
the Curculionide, by Mr. G. A. K. Marshall; on the Cetoniide
and Dynastide, by Mr. G. Arrow ; on the [chneumonide, by
Mr. Claude Morley ; on Longicorn Beetles,, by Mr. C. J.
Gaham and on the Buprestide, by Mr. E. P. Stebbing.

Since that date sanction has been obtained for an Appen-
dix to the volumes on the Rhynchota, by Mr. W. L. Distant.
In addition to the two (3rd and 4th) volumes on Butterflies
already mentioned, the Secretary of State for India has also
sanctioned a half volume on the Blattide, by Mr. R. Shelford ;
and a whole volume, instead of the half volume previously

sanctioned, on the Acridiide, and Locustide by Mr. Kirby.
Further, approval has been given for a second volume on the .

Mollusca, by Lieutenant-Colcnel H. H. Godwin-Austen.

Although there are few better known insects in Eurobe

than the common Earwig, the Dermaptera are said to be rare’

in most parts of the world. The order, however, in warm and
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tropical regions is rich in species. Hence, although but two
species are probably indigenous to our islands, the number
described by Dr. Burr from India amounts to over one hundred
and thirty.

In the present work Dr. Burr has adopted a new classifi-
cation and has incorporated in its pages the results of a series
of systematic Papers which he has published during the last
year or two, If weexcept some statements taken from de
Bormans’ account of Earwigs from Burma, a very large pro-
portion of this work is original. In the fifth volume of the
“Cambridge Natural History” Dr. Sharp states :—* The classifi-
cation of the earwigs is still in a rudimentary state;” [do
not think I exaggerate when | say that Dr. Bure’s work will
cause the deletion of this sentence if a new edition of Dr.
Sharp's volume be called for.

We now come to the author’s preface with which the
volume deals :—He says the Earwigs form a compact, homo-
geous and well-defined group of insects. Owing to a superfi-
cial resemblance to certain Staphylinidez, Linnzeus included
them in the Coleoptera, but de Geer placed them in his Order
Dermaptera, which corresponded to the Orthoptera of Olivier,
in the modern acceptance of the name. Kirby, in 1813, treated
them as a distinct Order, restricting to them de Geer’s name
Dermaptera, which had been superseded by Olivier's word
for the larger group. Authors were then divided into two
camps, those in favour of considering the earwigs as an Order
and those who preferred- to regard them as a Family of the
Orthoptera.

The actual name employed for the group of earwigs has
varied still more. Erichson and Fischer called them Lab:-
duroide ; Latreille, Serville and Scudder, Forficulidz ; Newman
and Fischer von Waldheim, Forculina, followed at first by
Burmeister, who later proposed Dermaptera in an amended
form, Dermatoptera. \Westwood invented the appropriate name
Euplexoptera, and Fischer, Harmoptera; Biunner called them
Fofficularia, as a family of the Orthoptera; Bolivar regards
fhem as a section of the Orthoptera, under the name Derm-
aptera, with the single family Fozficulide. Dorhn, Redtenbacher
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Krauss and Verheeff follow Kirby, in giving them full ordinal
ra‘nk, under de Geer’s name Dermaptera ; but de Bormans, in
his monograph published in “ Das Tierreich,” treats them as a
family, Forficulide.

Qur own inclination is to treat them as a distinct order,
with the name Dermaptera, sanctioned by much use, rejecting
the corrections suggested, such as Dermoptera by Agassiz and
Dermatoptera by Burmeister.

No attempt had been made to subdivide earwigs into
smaller groups until this was done by Verhefl (1902), who
based his classification upon the genitalia. His system has
the .double disadvantage of being impracticable for ordinary
purposes and incomplete. Many of his characters are of
doubtful value, and some of his work will probably never be
accepted, while it it not free from inacburacy, involved
synonymy, and other drawbacks, It was, however, the first
attempt to reject the empirical arrangement, with which
de Bormans, for want of material, had been obliged to be
content. As such it merits recognition and approbation, -

.The writer of this work has endeavoured to pick oat those
portions of Verheeff’'s work which appear to him to be sound,
to rt'ztain the best part of de Bormans’ system, to add a
considerable amount of new material and original observation
and to produce a harmonious whole. The result of this
attempt is set forth in the volume under review:.

Families and subfamilies were first established by Verhceff,
but his definitions are net always retained, and his separation
of the Apackyide into a suborder under the name Pzra-
dermaptera is rejected. Only five families are retained, each
divided into a varying number of subfamilies. A careful study
of the characterisation of these groups is essential to the
understanding of the Dermaptera as a whole ; the main out-

line of this new classification is presented in the synoptical’

table of families on page 3I.

. "I'he author isengaged at the same time upon a general
revision and Monograph of the Earwigs of the world, and *the
system put forward in the following pages is that which hé
has so far adopted in his manuscript of the larger work.
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It is unnecessary to add with what pleasure criticism and
suggestions will be received. Above all, fresh material is most
urgently required, in order that a solution may be obtained for
the still remaining problems.

In order to be consistent in the use of word “type " the
author has uniformly followed the principle that one individual
specimen, and one only, can be the zype of a species.

For instance, of Forficula sjistedli, Burr, an African species,
the author has examined nearly 500 specimens. Now, it is
possible that in future generations, some entomologist, with
great local knowledge, may decide that this number included
two distinct forms ; consequently, if every one of these 500
specimens were labelled “ Type” and these “types” were
scattered through the collections and museums of the world, it
would have been impossible to decide which was the true
Forficula sjostedts.

Again, some of de Bormans’ species were based on material
partly in the Genoa and partly in the Vienna Musenm. Each
Museum claims to possess the type. Every specimen, in both
collections, in many instances, is labelled “type” In such a
case the author has endeavoured to identify the actual indivi-
dual on which the description was based, or the first specimen
named, and for him that has been the type.

Al the others are syntypes, which have nearly, but not quite
the same value for purposes of identification. The 499 remain
ing specimens of Forficula sjostedts, for instance, are syntypes..

A further term is paratype, which is applied to a specimen
which has been identified authoritatively by comparison with
a true type.

A paratype has therefore a_little less value than a syntype
and a syntype than the type of a species.

In the systematic part of this work, an asterisk indicates
that the #yge has been examined by the author, two asterisks
denoting a syntype.

The material for this work has been derived from the
folldwing sources :—

* [.—The results of Leonardo Fea’s travels in Burma;
the collections are in the Civic Museum of
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Genoa: they have been reported on by de
Bormans (88) and (94).

IT.—A few species taken in Trichinopoli, near Kodai-
kanal, enumerated by Bolivar (97), in which
paper de Bormans describes some new species.

I11.—Scattered references to Indian localities in general
works upon Orthoptera, or on Dermaptera, such
as Guerin (38), Dohrn (63-67), de Bormans (83)
and (00), Dubrony (79), Westwood (39) and so
on.
I'V.—Material in the collections of the Museums of
Brussels, Budapest and Paris reported on by
Burr (00), {02), (07%), (08") and (08%)." .
V.—Material in the Oxford University Museum ; no
account of this collection has yet been pub-
lished, but the material has been kindly lent to
the author by Professor E. B. Poulton, M.A,,
F.R.S. :
VI.—A paper on the Earwigs of Ceylon, by Burr (o1),
based chiefly on material collected by Mr. E.
Ernest Green, Government Entomologist, at the
Royal Botanic Gardens, Peradeniya.

VIIL.—Material in the Indian Museum, Calcutta, mostly
taken by Dr. Nelson Annandale, and published
by Burr (05, (06') and (072), including some
communicated by Mr. Maxwell Lefroy, Imperial
Entomologist at Pusa, Bengal.

\«'III.-—Matcrial spetially collected for the purpose of this
work and communicated to the author, by Mr.
T. B. Fletcher, formerly of H.M.S. Sealark

_quartered at Ceylon, and by Dr. A. Willey of
Colombo,

[X.—Material from various sources contained in the

author's collection and in the collection of Mon-
‘sieur Henri Gadeau de Kerville of Rouen, whq
has very obligingly placed his specimens very
freely at the author's disposition.
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But for the efforts of the gentlemen named above, the
number of species and localities in the following work would
have been reduced by about half. The author takes this
opportunity of repeating bis thanks for their valuable and
enthusiastic help.

It will be observed in the list of species on p. 23, that a
large proportion of types have been examined and it has been
attempted to show where all the types are at present preserved.
This has been possible in almost all cases where species have
been recently described, but the older authors did not specify
their types with the accuracy which is now considered necessary.
Consequently it has not always been possible to state where
the types are in the case of such authors as Serville, Dohrn,
etc. In describing a new species the latter author often noted
that his material was based on specimens in several collections ;
all his original specimens are syntypes, but it is impossible to
determine which individual is the type. In such instances, the
whereabouts of the syntypes has been noted. It has been
assumed that Dohrn’s own specimens are still preserved at
Stettin, but this is the only important collection of earwigs
which has not been placed at the disposal of the author.

The author gladly takes this opportunity of recording his
gratitude to Dr. Shipley, the most courteous of editors, and
sepecially to Mr. G. A. K. Marshall, whose laborious and
careful proof-reading has placed him under a deep sense of
obligation. .

The plates and fgures in the text have been drawn by
Mr. Edwin Wilson, with the exception of several figures
(75, 76, 79 and go) which are by Mr. Horace Knight. No
work upon this group of insects has yet enjoyed such accurate
and abundant illustration.
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