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Art. L.—THE_QUARTER.

HE event of most interest to Indians at the com-
mencement of the* current quarter was the

Indlan National Congress which assembled in Madras
e National under the Presidency of Dr. Rash
Congress. Behari Ghose. The most pleasing

» feature of what is always an interest-
ing gathering was the marked improvement in the
tone adopted by the delegates. Heretofore it has
been the practice of the various speakers at this
annual national gathering to air, what they believed

 to be their grievances in language calculated to stir

up naught but race hatred. * At the last congressa
marked change in this direction was manifest, while
suggestions of self-help and mutual advancement were
forced on the attention of delegates and congressmen.
The proceedings of the  congress were marked by a
calmness that gave promise of.a better cunders)tanding
being arrived at between the Government and the
people Let us hope that the seed sown has, fallen on

~receptive and fruitful soil and that the harvest of good

will be plentiful and encouraging.

!
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The alliance of the houses of Lansdowne -and
femauice Ellt o Minto, w}.)ich was brought about by
Wedding, the marriage of Lord Charles Fitz-
maurice, Son of the Marquess of

Lansdowne, with Lady V;glet Elliot, daughter of the
Earl of Minto, Viceroy of InAir,. had been long looked
forward to and will long Be remembered as probably the
most 1mportant social evént of the reign of Lord
Minto in India On the 2oth January St. Paul’s
Cathedral in Calcutta saw the ceremony performed by
which two houses, mdleﬁolubly associated with the
supremacy of Britain if the East, were united. The

" Marquess of Lansdowne will long live in the memory

of the people of India as a Viceroy who ably ruled the
country and proved himself so worthy a successor of
Lord Dufferin as the representative of a great and goodv
Queen. Since his retirement Lord Lansdowne has
manifested his interest in this country and the people
must not think of him as other than a friend, notwith-

standing his strenuous opposition to the recent political

programme of the present Secretary of State. His
soldier son, Lord Charles Fitzmaurice, has proved him-
self the worthy son of a 'worthy sire and it is our
earnest wish that his ufiion with Lady Violet Elliot will
prove not only happy but useful and that every blessing
will attend them through life. Lady Lansdowne is
affectionately remembered by the people of the country
tor her earnest efforts in advancing Lady Dufferin’s
scheme for providing skilled medical aid to the women
- of India. This is still receiving the substantial support
of Lady Minto whose sympathy with her Indian sisters
has so often been shown. - The marrlage was robbed of
much outward show by the decision to have it as quiet
as possible, but notwithstanding this it was a memorable
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function. Troops lined the road from Government
House to the Cathedral and the assembly of guésts
was an impressive spectace, comgrising as it did the
official and non-official commumty, the consular body,
military officess, and 13;%3}1* not least, several Indian

Princes.
3,

It is very many years gince a serious accident
Loss of the S.S. occurred on the Hooghly, and when
Onipenta. it was reported in Calcutta that the
S.S. Onipenta, of the British India Steam Navigation
Company, was ashore on the Shalimar-shoal, there were
those, even among experts, who were of opinion that
with a lightening of the cargo and a rise of tide the
vessel would float, but such .has proved not to be the
case and, breaking in two, she has become a total
wreck. On hauling out of the Dock the Onipenta
struck a dredger, receiving considerable damage, she
then drifted on to a couple of buoys and, finding she was
likely to sink in mid channel, it was decided to beach

- her on Shalimar Shoal. This was done with the result

already stated. A court of enquiry into the accident
completely exonerated the Assistant Harbour Master
in charge, who claimed that the tlde was too strong to
‘prevent the accident. ’

The annually recurring smallnpox epidemic is claim-
ing its victims in large numbers, and
Major Vaughan, the Supermtendcnt
of the Campbell Hospital, has been having a busy, and
anxious time.. The epidemic is the most serious
that has visited the city for many years and a goodly
number of Europeans have succumbed. “Beyond
opening publlc vaccine depdts the Municipality has not
done much in the matter of fighting the disease and

Small-pox. -
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the laxity of the officials has been the cause of animated
dlscussmn at the monthly meetmg held in March. Ques-
tions were asked a$ to wlly the law was not enforced
which compels medical practitioners to report cases
coming under their notice. _.[The Chairfnan promised

to see that greater attention is paid to this important
matter. The greatest dlfﬁculty is experienced in com-

batting the spread of this fell disease by the intense -

apathy shown by the people of the country. It is next
to impossible to get the masses to realise its terrible
consequences and their strongly pronounced antipathy
to resort to remedial measures renders the task of the
authorities colossal.
His Excellency Lord Minto attended the Calcutta
The Calentta 1igh ~ High Court in state and opened the
Court. new extension which had become
necessary through the demands made on the Court, the

work of which has so greatly increased during the past -

few years, and in his speech eulogised the work of the
judges and officers of the Court. He paid a fitting
tribute to Sir Francis Maclean, the retiring Chief Justice,
to whose persistent effort the extension was chiefly due.
It is quite probable tl'nt with the increase of work the
bench will be strengthemed by the addition of another
judge.
Considerable regret was felt in Calcutta when it
Sir Francis Willam = Was announced- that ill-health com-
Macles, KCLE. pelled Sir Francis Maclean to resign
thes Chief +Justiceship of Bengal. He was ap-

pointed gn the gth November 1896 and soon made
himself popular, being always ready to help forward -

any movement calculated to better his fellowmen or to
ameliorate distress, as witnessed by the great interest he

invariably took in advancing the cause of famine relief,
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He was created a Knight Commander of the Indian
Empire in 1898. The condition of service of the judges
of the High Court has bfen greatly improved during
his régine, and he has upheld the dignity of his posi-
tion. - As a jutlge he hag ngt proved exceptxonally bril-
liant, but then it is not easy tg fill capably a position so
ably held by his predecessor; Sir Comer Petheram, As
a postprandial orator Indja his not -had Sir Francis
Maclean’s equal and no social function of any importance
was complete without his commanding and pleasing
presence. *o —

When it was believed that the political unrest had
reached high flood level and that a
reaction might confidently be looked
for in the direction of law and order,
the country was startled by the  announcement that
Babu Ashutosh Biswas, the Public Prosecutor of
the 24-Pergunnahs, employed in the prosecution
of Arabindo Ghose and others for sedition, had been

Murder of Babu
Ashutosh Biswas,

shot dead by a young Bengali named Charoo Chunder

Bose outside the Court House at Alipore. The deed
was done without the slightest warning and apparently
without any reason being assigned for it. The murderer

- was instantly seized and promptly put upon his trial

before the Magistrate. He admitted his guilt and made
no defence of his action, and comaiittal to the Sessions
Court followed. Here he pled guilty to the charge,
but takingz into -account the seriousness of the
crime the Advocate-General produced evidence corro-
borative of the charge, the assessors unanimously
found the prisoner guilty and he was sentenced to death,
The . record was sent to the High Court and the
sentence was confirmed. No appeal was preferred by
the condemned man and he paid the penalty of his,
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crime in the Alipore Jail on the morning of the igth
March. His relatives applied for permission to remove
his sbody for cremation, but &his was refused and the
funeral rites were performed within the grounds of the
jail. In connection with the_ murder of Babu Ashutosh
Biswas a public meeting was held when it was resolved
to commemorate his memory* and judging by the
speeches made one would have expected subscriptions
to pour in, but a sum of something over Rs. 800 was
collected from less than 50 subscribers. ,
An event of historical-importance was the presenta-
tion and placing in position under
Lamp fg;‘:f Ts 2t the dome of the Taj at Agra of the
‘ lamp presented by Lord Curzon.
Few sojourners in the East bave evinced the same
interest in the preservation of ancient oriental buildings
as the late Viceroy of India and the pains he took in
obtaining a lamp for the Taj only intensified the long-
ing for the preservation of things beautiful which was so
characteristic of him. He sent the lamp out to India
and as instancing his desire to obtain the best he
could for his gift we quote from his letter to Sir John
Hewett, Lieutenant-Gpvernor of the United Provinces,
in which he says :—* The history of the lamp is perhaps

of sufficient interest to admit of being briefly narrated. -

I entered into correspondence with Lord Cromer in
Egypt, where are the finest specimens of Moslem handi-
craft in mosques and tombs, and on my return journey
from India in. November 1905, I halted in Cairo to visit
the Arab Museum and principal mosques. 1 found the
most suitable model would be the lamp that once hung
in the tomb of the famous Sultan Beybars the Second
and has been illustrated in many works on’ Arab and
Saracenic art. I could not ascertain’ where the lamp
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now is. It is not In any of the museums in Cairo,
Paris or London, but all its features are accurately
known. At this stage I wys fortunate enough to enlist

" the sympathies of Herz Bey, Director of the Arab
. Museum at Cairo, and M? Ernest Richmond of the

Egyptian Ministry of Public Works. 1 learned there
were only two workihen ih Egypi capable of carrying out
a work of so much delicacy,.and’ one of these (Tadros
Badir) was selected and entrusted with the commission.
Ta.dros Badir took two years to construct the lamp
It is made of bronze inlaid with’ silver and gold. . Mr.

- Richmond assures me that in his belief no such lamp
- has been made since the period of the original many

centuries ago. However this may be, [ trust that the
lamp may be thought worthy of a place in the most
solemn and beautiful building in the East, and in asking
you to see to its final installation, I would bég that it
may be carefully guarded by the custodians of the
shrine and may hang there as my last tribute of respect
to the glories of Agra, which float like a vision of eternal
be:.a.u.ty in my memory and to the grave and potent
religion which is professed by so many millions of our
fellow-subjects in India.” o’

_ln our last number it was, our melancholy duty to

' Death of Miss Clarke,  TEfEF tO the death of Lady Clarke, the

wife of His Excellency Sir George
Clarke, Governor of Bombay, and it is with exquisite
pain that we now have to record the death of his
talented and devoted daughter, which lamentable ‘event
occurred in Bombay on the 21st March. The death of
the Governor's consort called forth the sympathy not
only of Bombay but of the whole of India to a"Gov-
ernor who had shown himself not only a capable and |
sympathetic ruler but that greatest of good men, a
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Christian gentleman. He put aside his own poignant
s¢rrow and neyer flinched under the crushing blow to
realise the dignity, of hig responsibilities and Miss
Clarke nobly seconded her father’s efforts, and by great
self-denial and zealous sympathetic effort was ably
helping His Excellency to béaf his great burden. By
her death a blow has: fallen *on Sir George Clarke,
the severity of which it is impossible to fathom or
for anyone not similarly afflicted to adequately appre-
ciate. We in common with the whole country tender
His Excellency our heartfelt and dutiful sympathy
believing that He Who has permitted the blow to fall
will extend that necessary strength for the patient bear-
ing of this affliction. \ -

The trial of the Bengali Anarchists at Alipore will
long remain a record among cases
that have lasted long in the trying.
The charging of the prisoners, the examination and

The Anarchiss Trial.

cross-examination of the witnesses lasted over 9o days.

Mr. Norton’s speech for the Crown occupied fourteen
days and at the end of the quarter counsel for the
defence were still addressing the Court on behalf of
their clients, Mr.” Eardley Norton’s speech was a
masterpiece of oratory, as it was a detailed sifting of
each prisoner’s share in the conspiracy. Its most pro-
minent characteristic was the complete absence of
vindictiveness, while as an example of impartial investi-
gation it will hold a place in the annals of Indian
Courtd, quitg unique. The judge, Mr. C. P. Beachcroft,
has shown a more than commendable patience and
whatever the result the prisoners will have to admit
that the "trial has been a marvellous example of British

justice, and the best traditions of English fairness have

been amply maintained.

Art. IL.—SOME FAMOUS EARTHQUAKES.

1

“ Diseaséd nature oftentimes breaks forth
In strange eruptions ; ‘Oft e teeming earth
Is with a kind of colic pinch’d #nd vex'd
By- the imprisoning of unrul)'l wind

Within her womb ; which, for e'rllarger;lent strivin
Shakes the old beldam earth and topples down &
Steeples and moss-grown towers.”—Shakespeare,

THE great calamity which has so latelyovertaken the
ill-fated Calabria has surpassed all recorded earth-

quakes of t.he past in its horrors and the Joss it has caused
to human life and property. The total number of I
'lo.st'by this disaster amounts to nearly a quarter ‘;'es
mlH.lOIl. Although the shock was not'so severe as otl o
Californian earthquake of 1906 it was far more so thale
those.of 1905 and 1907 and as terrible as that of 148 iy
Mes.sma and Reggio were swept over by the sea v7vt3h
a height of thirty feet, and soundings showed that tlh
bed of the sea had risen ten feet. The earthquak C;
the 28th December of last year, ,which wasq ma?n?y

. polycentric, was not a mere shdfing, but has been

described as “one of those i
r ; great disturbances by whij
the whole world is shaken, which penetrate dze;v irl::)l

its substance and result in a
ti permanent alterati
i al
its surface.” teration of

y thﬁt dtil;;tz:(‘??:tmday when alln the W9rld is talking
of thi ) ay not be uninteresting to recall’a
ew instances of calamities of a somewhat » simjl

nature. Verily, the expression zerra Sormd s aml'ar
n;mger; fqr, in }?uman experience, no portion o;n:;;
g;;no e .has l?een immune again.st shocks and tremors.
| ancient times the cause of this sudden convulsion of
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Nature was involved in deep mystery. Unable to find
out a natural ‘cause, people ascribed the disaster to a
vistation of Providence. YIn Achaia and along the
western coast of Asia Minor the sea-god Poseidon
was worshipped as the eartbguake deity. The early
Greek philosophers propounded certain theories to
account for the cause’,of earthquakes, and in each
case some one or other of the striking phenomena
characteristic of earthquakes has been wrought into
the conception. Aristotle held that all earthquakes
were brought about by air or gases pent up in sub-
terranean cavities, which.by their struggles to escape
caused the ground to shake. Achaia, Eubea and
Slcily were the regions. singled out by him as spe-
cially subject to the disaster on account of the many
caves they contained. Strabo and Pliny followed suit.
Practically the same idea was held during the revival
of learning which took place at the close of the Middle
Ages, until we find it reflected by Shakespeare some
two-and-a-half centuries later in the lines quoted at the
beginning of this article. A flood of light has been
thrown on the older theories by modern scientific inves-
tigations; but it wpuld be beyond our province to
enquire into minute details. Suffice it to state that the
Aristotelian view that earthquakes are manifestations of
explosive volcanic énergy which in some way was pent
up in focal cavities within the earth’s crust, seems not
to have been questioned. De Montessus, after a very
careful study of seismic disturbances, came to the conclu-
sion that earthquake districts of the globe are included
within two great belts or zones which surround it in
the directions of great circles and which meet at angles
of sixty-seven degrees, The Alps and the Mediter.
ranean, the Caucasus and the Himalayas form the
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outline of the more important of these zones while the
other belt 51'1rrounds the Pacific Ocean,’following the
;ir{reat' Cordilleran mountath systen of the Western
Oferélfghere arzd the festoons of islands on the borders
° ern Asia a.nc.l Neslagisia.  This view is now held
by the foremost living authorides on seismology, and
it is recognized on all hands that the earthquake ’zones
of the globf: are also the zones of active volcanoes.

~ The history of earthquakes is as old as the world
itself. A record of the destruction by earthquake of th

lands t.hrough which the children of Israel passed i:
v.foun'd in the Bible. The earliest earthquake recoréed
in history is that which made Eubcea an island in B.C

425. In Ehe seventeenth year after the birth of Chr;st.
t\ivelve cities of Asia Minor were destroyed in a sin 1’
night by a most dreadful shock, and in the year g6e
A.D. fearful havoc was wrought in the vicinit o‘i'
Vesuvius from the very same cause. During the r);i n
of the Emp:eror Gallienus, a series of "earthquake shocglis
was experienced over the greater part of Italy for
several days together. They were preceded and
accompanied by terrible sounds like roars of thunder
beneath the surface of the ground ; and fissures in the
earth which were repeatedly opened,, closed in various
places and swallowed up a vast number of men.

. In view of the semblance of monoteny that charac-
terises the descriptions of these convulsions of nature
it stands to reason that most earthquakes have moge o;
less features in common, If the place be situated én
the coast there is the rising of the sea to .contend
with; if in a volcanic region, there are frequent
ground-fissures and flames, and so on. ey

The violent earthquake that visited - Rome in\ 365
A?D.v was long remembered by the people on account
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of, its severity. The freaks that Naturt? wantc’)lfx}l]);
displayed on %his occasionp were almqst unique. Lhe
Mediterranean Sea Suddenly ref:eded a’‘great way fro
the shore, leaving it dry fog a time and st'randmg dmaPi
vessels in the mud. But,thestide soon returne v}vllt.
irresistible force and s,ho?k t}Ee coasts almost to t el(;
very foundations. Th¢, calamity cost fifty tho.usamf
human beings their lives, and Alexan(%na, as da sngx?r }?e
mourning, annually commemorafed th}s fatal ;yl.) Lhe
earthquake that overtook Antioch in 526 A.D. s
still more dreadful in its results and 250,000 men

. . m |
said to have met their doo .
In 1538, a series of almost incessant shocks of

earthquake were felt in Naples for months togetl:ier;
but the ultimatum was reached towards the . 1;31]1 (21 |
September. Lake Lucrinus was completely anni i11 ated.
The earth opened up in many pla..ces. and emitted flames
with sand and red-hot stones, Yvhxle in some other E?r}t,s ,
it heaved up and produced a hill about 1,127 feet high.

The ruin thus brought about was so complete that in -

i . could be
he course of the following day no trace cot
;betained of there having been any dwellings in the

ishbourhood. * B
nelghlnou:he year, 1595 a terrible earthquake visited

Meaco in Japan. The next year witnessed in the

imilar di i three hours.
same place a similar disaster, which lasted

Calabria, the site chosen out by Proyidence fo:l'k thef
dreadful visitation which is just at present the ta k o

every towneon the face of the globe, has many times
been racked by earthquakes, »and for no other count;y
save Japan have the records been so long. As rf.:garbs
both the geological changes and. the losses to life hy
which they have been accompame.d, tbe Calabrian earth-
quakes rank among the greatest in history. This spot
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was the scene of a destructive earthquake as early as
1638. The disastrous results brought ,about in that
year is most pathetically \described by Kircher, who
was an eye-witness. Before the fatal shock was felt,
the Gulf of Charybdis “ seetded whirled round in such a
manner as to form a vast Hellow, verging to a point in
the centre” Movnt Etna .emitted huge volumes of
smoke which hid everything ffom view and a roaring
noise could be heard all the while. The weather was
quite calm, but the surface of the sea presented the
appearance of a “lake in ar violent shower of rain.”
Soon after, a terrible tremor was felt, andthe whole of
‘the island seemed to vibrate to and fro, a rumbling
noise pervading the atmosphere all the time. The
destruction was so complete’ (Kircher continues) that

~* turning to look for the city, it was totally sunk; and

nothing but a dismal and putrid lake was "to be seen
where it stood.”

According to Dr. Sloane, the inhabitants of
Jamaica expect at least one earthquake every year. In
No. 209 of the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal
Society are recorded the effects of one of the severest
that ever befell mankind. This convulsion overtook
Jamaica in 1692.  Port Royal, the capital of the island,

- experienced a loss of nine-tenths part of it within the

short space of two minutes. Two thousand human
beings lost their lives and one thousarid acres of solid
earth sank beneath the level of the sea’ The greater
part of housesjitrees and people was swallowed sup by
the gaping earth and large pools of water appeared

‘where they stood. This water when dried’ up, left
- nothing but sand, without any mark that trees or-plant

had ever been thereon. The earthquake was accom-
panied by an offensive smell and the noise of i‘allipg_
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mountains at a distance. ** The sky in a minute’s time
was turned dull and reddish like a glowing oven.”
Those who strvived the shock were suffering from a
general sickness as’ a resiilt of the noisome vapours
belched forth, and three thousand of them succumbed
in consequence. o .

In the year 1693.%the island of Sl‘cdy was over-
taken by that ever memorable disaster which blotted out
of existence the once famous Catania, which for many
a long year was the chosen seat of sceptred hands and
therefore adorned by choicest buildings. The shocks of
this lamentable calamity were intensely felt over a very
large area: it affected Naples on one side and Malta
on the other. During this earthquake, Mount Etna
emitted flames as high as the mountains them’selves and
a roaring noise proceeded from the sea which s.eemed
. unusually #gitated. All Nature seemed menacing to
such a degree that beasts and birds of _prey lssue(.i out
of their resting-places and kept flying hither and thither.
The number of cities and towns which were completely
destroyed, counted ne:irly two score a.nd a half, and
eighteen thousand human lives are said to ha-ve been
lost. Sicily and Naples have so often been picked out
as the scene of earthquakes that their dates alone

would make a lengthy list.

In the “earthquake that overtook Buhayan in 1640,

large masses of $tone are said to havc? been throw? off
and flung to a distance of six miles. . The noise of
destruction reached Manilla. So complete was the
datkness that shrouded the spot at the time, that ships
at sea are reported to have lighted their lamps at 8 AM.
The mountain which was the source of tbe erugtxo.n,
disappeared in the end and a lake was formed in its
p]ace:’ Ir the Philippine earthquake of 1645 & mountain
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was overturned and a whole town was engulfed at
its foot. The loss of lives on this occasion is reporsed
to have been three thousand. ' !
Coming to India, it hay be foted that the Hindu
theory of earthquake as described by Wilkins is that tite
world rests on the heatl ofeSesha (the end) or Ananta
(endless) who is regarded as the Serpent deity and has
a thousand heads and forms the couch on which Vishnu
reposes during the intervals of creation. The serpent
temporarily withdrawing its head leaves the earth un-
supported and tottering. It should be noted, however,
that the great Ananta is space itself and the shifting
of the earth from its path is due to gravitation working

-in some unknown way through that space upon our

earth and causing the orbital deviation. This serpent
again is described as resting itself upon a tortoise.
When the tortoise moves his feet or Sesha yawns,
earthquakes result.  Still another popular theory locates
the globe on one of the horns of a bull which occasion-
ally transfers it from one horn to dnother. Much has
still to be said in favour of the long accepted theory ot
the shrinking of the earth’s crust by gradual loss of
primeval heat being the cause of earthquakes and
volcanic eruptions. .

A graphic description of the earthquake that visited
Calcutta in 1737 is to be found in the Gentleman's
Magazine. 1t occurred at night’ and had a terrible
companion in the hurricane that had been raging for
some time. ;yMore than two hundred houses gaye way
rendering their inmates’ shelterless. Nearly twenty
thousand ships and barques were cast away, and barques
of sixty tons are described as having been Hlown two
leagues up into land over the tops of high 'trees.
Water rose forty feet higher than usual in the Ganges
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and three lakhs of human lives were lost on the
occasion.

South Anmierica is so very subject to earthquakes
that “in 1746 at Quito, th Peru, not less than 200
shocks were counted in twenty-four hours, and within
about one year 451 such shocks were felt.” The earth-
quake that visited Guatémala in 1773 was so complete
in its calamitous effects that not a single building was
left standing in San Jago.

To return to India. The Sunderbans had more than
once sunk below the level of the sea in consequence of
terrible shocks of earthquake, and evidence of subsi-
dence is visible on the whole coast from Cape Negrais
to Akyabon. A description of how Chittagong was
shaken in 1762 is given in ‘the Journal of the Asiatic
Soctety of Bengal. The earth opened up in many places
and threw ofit water and mud of sulphurous smell. The
shock of this earthquake reached Calcutta and sixty
square miles of coast are said to have suddenly and
permanently subsided. While the Chittagong coast
sank, a corresponding rise took place at the island
of Ramree, Reguain and at Cheduba. -

The great earthquake of Lisbon of 1st Novem-
ber, 1755, was the seVerest that made itself felt almost
throughout the length and breadth of Europe. It
is ever to be remembered as one taking the first rank
in many respects among all recorded earthquakes. The
weather wore a peculiarly gloomy aspect on the day
preceding the one on which this never-to-be-forgotten
earth-movemént took place. But there was no wind,
nor the slightest commotion was visible on the surface
of the seas The first shocks came without any other
warning than a roaring noise which seemed to proceed
from beneath the surface of the earth and confounded
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the people. The buildings were tossing to and fro-
and in the brief interval of six minutes, nearly sixty
thousand lives were lost. ‘To the destruction from the
shocks were soon added the*horror$ of a conflagrafion,
and robbers and thieves found a good opportunity -
ply their nefarious practices. This earthquake was
followed by a great sea-wav&—the greatest that has.
ever been recorded. It rose o a helght of about sixty
feet and completed the destruction in and about the
city.

The Calabrian earthquake of 1783 was studied
with the greatest precision by a number of scientific
men at the time. The Royal Academy of Naples

‘sent a delegation with a staff of artists and prepared-

a big report of the greatest scientific value. Among
other notabilities who visited the devastated area
was Sir William Hamilton, the English representative
at the Court of Naples, The shocks of this earth-
quake were not at all anticipated. They came without
any warning and demolished the ‘greater part of the
buildings in Calabria and North-Eastern Sicily within
the short space of two minutes. This earth-shake
was so violent in its nature thgt the whole country
heaved in great undulations and a*sense of nausea was
generally felt. Large trees were.so swayed by the

- rocking motion of the earth that their tops nearly touched

the ground. At some places the shocks were almost
vertical in direction and paving stones. are said to have:
been thrown up several yards high and were often
overturned in falling. Fissures appeared in the ground
by thousands and displacements occurred in various-
places. The total loss of lives is said to have .numbered
30,000. The most authentic account of this earth-
quake was written by the Chevalier Vivienzio, the then



140 THE CALCUTTA REVIEW,

Court-ph)fsician to the King of Naples. It would appear
from official statistics that 182 towns and villages were

8
-ent.xrely destroyed, 92 rendered uninhabitable and many
others suffered in a tess dedree.

~ Earthquakes are said, to have been so frequent in

the south and east of Agia that 162 of them were
recorded by Captain Buird Smith from 1800 to 1842
But these shocks were by no means $o severe as those
Just now related. In the works of the early historians of
Arabia and Persia are mentioned more than a hundred
earthquakes between the seventh and seventeenth
.ccnturies. The most extended record of earthquakes
is, however, to be found in the Statistical Society’s
Journal from the pen of Mr. Walford in 1878. Vigne
tells us that usually a dozen earthquakes are experienced
in Kabul in the year. '
.One of the most violent earthquakes recorded in
India was felt on the 16th June, 1819. Its centre was
supposed to be at Cutch, but it affected a very great

area. When the ‘British army was besieged at Jalala- -

bad in 1841, the walls of the city were thrown down
by an earthquake. The disaster that made itself felt
-th.e next year in C.:alcutta, extended three hundred
miles north to Darjeeling, two hundred and fifty miles
-cast to Chittagong, two hundred and ten miles west to
I\Ipnghyr, and was felt on board the 4gzncourt, seventy
miles south of the Floating Light.

In December, 1854, an earthquake was felt on
board the Russian frigate Dzana as she lay at anchor
in .t.he harbour of Simoda not far from Jeddo in Japan.
A big waye was seen rolling into the harbour at 10 A
.and jbe Jvater immediately rose high on the shore.
The town, as seen from the frigate, appeared rapidly
sinking. Another great wave followed in the course of
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the former one; and when both of them came back,
which was at 10-15, there was not a house save an

. . - ?
unfinished temple left standing in the village. By 2-32

. pym the ship was wreckeddand in, the course of five

minutes the water in the harbour fell from twenty-
three to three feet. All this time the weather was
as calm as could be desired. °.

The Philippine earthqudke of 1863 lasted only for
a minute and within this* brief period wrought great
havoc in the country. A flame was seen to rise from
the earth and gird the city of Manilla and at the same
time terrific quaking was experienced. ~This flame was
seen from the bay to ascend towards the sky and a
second triple-branched one seemed to come from the
land towards the water. The whole city fell into con-
fusion at once and a thousand lives perished, while
many thousands were injured. This earthquake com-
pleted the destruction which was begun by several
repeated ones in and about Manilla.

In 1885 an earthquake service was first organised
in Japan. Since that time the earthquakes recorded in
Japan show a daily average of four. Until 1891 the
greatest shock felt in Japan was that of 1854. In the
earthquake of 1891 more than tliree-fifths of the whole
area of Japan was shaken. The destruction of people

_and houses reached a very high number Nearly

twenty thousand buildings collapsed and seven thousand
people lost their lives, while seventeerr thousand were
injured. The ground was riven by numerous
fissures, and fire broke out in many, places g.nd
burned to death several persons who might otherwise
have escaped it. Onthe 31st August 1896, a severe
earthquake again visited Japan. It was forebodled by
many weak shocks and this was perhaps the,reason



150 THE CALCUTTA REVIEW.

the greatest havoc was perpetrated. An inhabitant of the
town, long accustomed to earthquakes, sallied forth from
hisﬁhouse as soon as the ominous sound was first heard,

l’_but was immediately throws{ down. Damage to life and
‘property was excessive, and the east and west walls
of the buildings were mostly overthrown. I[nvestiga-
tions on the seismotectonic, lines indicated by this dis-
turbance showed the correctness of the habitual epi-
centers determined by De Montessus.

No earthquake of appalling magnitude seems to
have been recorded in the British Isles ; and, according
to the computation of Mrs. Somerville, nearly 255 earth-
quakes, all of a very slight' nature, have made themselves
felt in these islands. An interesting anecdote is recorded
in Haydn’s Dictionary of Dates of how a lunatic had
foretold that an earthquake would certainly take place
on the 8th April 1750. People got so much frightened
at the likelihood of the occurrence of such a terrible
disaster that “ thousands of persons, particularly those
of rank and fortune, passed the night of the 7th in their
carriages and in tents in Hyde Park!” -

A detailed account of earthquakes that have from
time to time overtakeén various countries on the face
of the globe cannot help being a gloomy study on
account of its disgusting monotony. It may, however,
prove instructive and interesting if it chances to give a
precise and -accurate description of some striking
phenomenon visible on each particular occasion. Gibbo;
had pertinently observed, that “in these disasters
the* architect* becomes the enemy of mankind. Thé
hut of a.savage, or the tent of an Arab, may be
thrown down without injury to the inhabitant; and the
Peruviafx had reason to deride the folly of their Spanish
conquerors, who with so much cost and labour, erected
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their own sepulchres.” Suffice it to add that the various
theories propounded do not help us in the least by way
of being forewarned or forearmed. We are as helpless

" in the midst of these visitat'ﬁ)ns assmankind was in the

Stone Age. v

To revert to the greatecatastrophe at Calabria, the
question whether itais again likely to be habitable is just
now engaging the attention of *geologists, and Professor
Ricco, Director of the Observatory at Catania, has been
delegated by the Government of Italy to study the
causes and effects of the late*disaster.

In conclusion it may be noted that there are various
mythological stories extant in different countries regard-
ing the cause of earthquakes, In Japan it was supposed
that there existed beneath the ground a large earth
spider or *jishin mushi,” which later on became a cat-
fish. There is at Kashima, a place some sixty miles north-
east of Tokyo, a rock which is said to reston the head
of this creature and keep it quiet. This is the only
place where earthquakes are not frequent whereas the

“rest of the empire is shaken by the wriggling of its

tail and body. In Mongolia and the Celebes the
land-shaker is a subterranean hog. In India it is
(among other creatures already mentioned) a mole ; the
Mussulmans picture it an elephant; while in North
America it is a tortoise. The people of Kamtchatka

had a god called Tuil, who like themselves lived

amongst the ice and snow, and ‘when he wanted
exercise, twent out ~with his dogs. These latter
were supposed to have been infested .with ’insects,
and when, now and then, they stopped to scratch
themselves, their movements produced the shakings
known as earthquakes. In Scandinavia there was an

¢4

evil genius named Loki, who having killed his b;otber-
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why the casualties did not exceed one thousand.
Thirty-three hours before the violent shock there was
diso a strong magnetic disturbance. The Kawafune
and Senya clefts opened on‘%pposite sides of a mountain
<range and the land blocks lying outside these clefts
were dropped by some yards. A number of thermal
springs dried up completely, others diminished in
volume, while a few néw ones came into existence
with the earthquake., )

The earthquake of 12th June 1897—the greatest
on record in India—is fully described in the Memoirs
of the Geological Survey of India. The heavy
shock, as may still be fresh in the memory of many
of our readers, lasted only for two minutes and
thirty seconds; but the® destruction was complete
within the first fifteen seconds. The area affected by
the disturbance measured over one and three-quarter
millions of square miles, and ons hundred and fifty

thousands square miles had been laid in ruins. The -

shocks were described in places as twisting in their
nature In the town of Shillong a rumbling noise like
near thunder is said to have been audible from the
beginning, and the ground was not only felt but distinct-
ly seen to be thrown in violent waves “as though com-
posed of soft jelly.,” These waves appeared to advance
on the ground and produced a feeling of nausea. In
addition to” nurherous cracks, crater-like pits were
formed in the ground, and through them jets of sand
T Felmrvey sbsequent 1o he. dhorbanee rone

rbance revealed
changes of elevation of stations by as much as twelve
fe.et and of location by about the same figure.” A
disastfous earthquake occurred in Northern India <;n
4th Ap'ril 1905.  About 20,000 human beings perished,
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" the loss of life being heaviest in the Kangra and

Palampur tahsils. The station of Dharamsala and the
town of Kangra were desg:oyed, the fort and temples

* at the former place receiving irreparable damage and

many other buildings of archxological interest, includ -
ing Lord Elgin's grave at, thﬁe Dharamsala cemetery,
being badly injured, .

At a few minutes past five on the morning of the
18th April 1906, a disastrous shock of earthshake made
itself felt in the towns of California and San Francisco.
This shock, however, was not at all anticipated by any’

~ unnatural phenomenon whatsoever.  The quaking was
- only of a minute’s duration,” but casualties were by no
‘means insignificant. The value of property destroyed
"on the occasion was witholuit parallel in seismic history

and was aggravated by the fire started by the earth-
quake. In vol. 14 of the Journal of Geology, Mr.
Stephen Taber has described with a masterly hand the
various local effects produced by this earthquake.
Numerous fissures opened in the streets of San Fran-
cisco and trough-like depressions occurred in various
places. This awful calamity impressed itself so heavily

" on the minds of the American nation that they hence-

forth paid particular attention’ to the investigation
and means of prevention of these terrible freaks of

- Nature.

In vol. 29 of the Memoirs of the Geologicat
Survey of Indiais to be found a detailed narration of the
earthquake that visited Kingston on 14th January, 1907.
The island of Jamaica has a long recozd of this kind
of disasters ; but Kingston seems to have been singled
out as the focus of these repeated disturbances. The
quake on this occasion lasted at its maximum for hearly
ten seconds, and in little more than half a' minute
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Baldwin was bound to a rock, face upwards, so that
'}he poison of a serpent should drop on his face. Lokis
Wife, however, intercepted the poison in a vessel, and
it was only when she had go away to empty the dish

“-that a few drops reached the prostrate deity and caused
him to writhe in agony apd shake the earth.

+ Kiran Natu DI{AR; B.A.

Art. III.—AN ACCOUNT OF THE GAROS.
THE Garos are Highlan:lers and appear to be, nat

only in name but also in nature, akin to the Gaels
of Erin. They live on hills which Janus-like overlook
Mymensingh in front,and (';oalpara at the back. These
hills had evidently no name of their own before the
Garos made their settlement and are, therefore, very
properly called after them.* The Garos proper appear
to be of non-Aryan origin, but tradition which generally

* contains only a spark of truth hidden under a cloud of

fiction, makes them the offspring of the union of the

-second Pandava brother, Bhima, with Hirimba, sister

of the non-Aryan king of Hifumba (modern Cachar),
Whatever may be the historical value of this tradition
it certainly goes to show that in hoary antiquity inter-
marriages between Aryans and non-Aryans were not
quite uncommon. The Garos, if they have not inherited
any of the other qualities of their putative ancestor,
have at least come by a modicum of his physical strength,

As a matter of fact, they are a very strong, robust and

active race, capable of enduring a great amount of
exertion. Indeed, they find pleasure in labour, hard
bodily labour. The sword is the Garo’s constant

‘companion, and, besides being a weapon, is used to clear

jungle, as well as for a variety of other peaceful purposes,
It i? a two-edged instrument, the blade and handle
forming one piece, with a small abrupt point

A Garo village is of a peculiar charactar and’ con-
stitution. It resembles a commercial company where the

* According to local traditicas, says Dr. W, W, Hunter, the Garo hills were once
occupied by Kochs who were gradually driven northward by an invasidn of Curos,
and it is a fact that the Kochsat the present day claim land in the hills. (See
Imperial Gazetteer, Vol. V., p. 28.) The Kochs may have occupied the hills for some
time, but they did not give any name to them, nor were they ever called after then,

\
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liability of one is the liability of all the rest. This being

\so if one member of a village borrows money from one
* of a different village and falls to repay it, then the latter
can realize 1t from.any fefow villager of the defaulter,
(As between themselves they seem to follow communistic
prmcxples and con51der the property of its members as
the property of the commumty .

As becomes savages that they are, the Garos live
in tiled huts. These mackans, as they are called in
native parlance, are built on piles and are frequently of
considerable size, affording accommodation to a pretty
large number of people. They are generally found on
the banks of streams’ which break through rocky
gorges and dash forward amidst forest trees, creepers
of many varieties a'nd gigantic ferns, all tending -to
conjure up a picturesque scenery.

The Garos are divided into AMdkdr»is or clans, and
any injury done to one member of a clan is avenged by

the other members as an injury common to all. Inter--

marriages between the members of the same clan are
not permxtted but otherwise no  regard is paid to the
ties of consanguity. '

The Garos ase “neither Hindus nor Turks,” and
follow no religion worthy of the name. They, however,
believe in a supreme being called Satjang, who is
impersonated in the Sun. If they fall into difficulties, or if
one of their near kinsmen gets ill, they worship *“ Deo,”
which seems to be only another name for evil spirit, cor-
responding to the ““ Asura” of the Hindus, and “ Ahura”
or “Ahrim ” of the Iranians. The mode of this worship
is very pecuhar and cannot fail to excite pleasmc wonder
in one who is not accustomed to such strange sights.
A bambbo twig is planted in a certain spot, to whlch are
bound: the feathers of fowls, such as cock, hen and the
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like. After thisis done, some one cuts the throat of
one such bird and pours a libation of its blood on it/
In this way only, it is thoyght, could the ““Deo” be

“propitiated, and when so appeased, the evil agaifst

which the rite* is performed is said to disappear and
thmgs regain their usual ngrmal state.  Fetishism which
is so much in vogue among,.the Negros, does not find
favour with the Garos. In fact, "the latter are not
idolators in the popular sense of the term. In this
respect they considerably resemble those semi-barbarous
people who worship good and ‘evil spirits. Indeed, spirit
worship seems to be very prevalent among wild tribes
in general, Like the aborigines of Central India, the
Garos are excessively superstitious, and believe in the
existence of witches and imps of all kinds.

Not only are the Garos devoid of religion properly
so called, they are also innocent of learning. Reading
and writing are quite unknown to them; they are
perfectly illiterate. The Provincialism in which they
hold conversation and transact the ordinary affairs of
life, partakes of the nature of a slang, and, so far from
being a language, is not even an apology for one.

In food the Garos may be 'styled omnivorous.
Like most aboriginal races, they are entirely free from
caste prejudices and partake willingly of any kind of

" food they get. They eat beef, and-are fond even of the

flesh of cats; snakes, frogs, pigs and buffaloes Some
say that they hold tiger in considerable esteem and do
not eat its flesh ; but th1s does not appear to be true.
All kinds of flesh and food are agreeable to them.
Dog’s flesh which is proverbially bad and is, accordingly,
held very cheap, as appears from the commop expres-
sion “damn’d cheap,” that is, dog-cheap, as explamed

by that great lexicographer, Dr. Johnson, the' Garos
_ \ »
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~appear to have a strong liking for. If they get hold
‘\‘of a stray dog, they collar it by a string and give
it some rice to eat. After the poor creature has dbone
eating, some one comingrforward, kills it by striking it
avith a heavy club, and placing the carcase in a holebset
fire to it. Some time gfterqwhen they find that the do
so stuffed with rice ha’s beensufficently burnt, they ig
great joy and glee cut up the whole thing and fall to
eating it with great gusto. This is known as “ Kukdur-
pitha” (dog-cake) among the Garos. The only article
of food which they eschew is milk, for which they
express an abhorrence. ,

The Garos are hard drinkers—men, women and
children, all indulge to excess in the infernal drink which
has been committing such terrible havoc on mankind
But the liquor they drink is not of foreion oricin.
Large quaatities of rice-beer are prepared bb'y th:m‘
which is said to be rather a pleasant drink when Weli

made. This beverage is made from &don, megiri -

and other grains as well as from rice, but that
prepared from rice is regarded as the best. Rice-
been: goes lfnder the name of gachdyi. No auspicious
or inauspicious act, could be done without the con-
sumption of a large quantity of such beer. Devil
df'mk is the one thing needful in Garo life, it cannot be
dls.pensed with,  Drunkenness is, as we have said
quite common, although it is very difficult to get intoxi:
cated on the rice-beer, and a seasoned toper would have
to consume gallons of it before the desired effect would
be produced. The Garos are also great smokers of
tobacco, but they touch no intoxicating drug. Opium
ganga, ckaras and other such drugs tHey hold in abhor:

rence °a.nd despise the Bengalis for their use of these
enervating compounds, '
i
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Not only do the Garos drink wine of their own
brewing, the scanty clothing they use is also home-’
made. Generally such cloth is small in dimensions.”

“The breadth is about one cubit, while the length dses

not exzeed three or four cubits. The males have only 2
strip of cotton cloth which js pasged round the waist and
between the legs and, then tied at the back. The females
only cover the lower parts, leaving the breast and the
head quite uncovered. Like the Grand Old Parents of
mankind they use cotton clothing, as those used leaves,

only to hide their shame.
There is no restriction among the Garos as to trade

indeed, they follow all kinds of avocation. Their hills

_being eminently fit for cultivation, it is only natural
that they should take to agriculture to a large extent,

and, as a matter of fact, this primitive occupation is very
common with them. They cultivate their land on the
system known as jume. A small plot of land is selected
on the hill side and the jungle cut down and removed
or burnt. Several kinds of seeds are sown broadcast
in the same clearing; and each crop is reaped in
rotation as it comes to maturity. They largely grow
paddy and oil-seeds (sorse); and sometimes chillies,
cotton, jute and the like.* In a word they care to grow
only the bare necessaries of life. Their salt-money and

* such like petty charges they meet, by selling fish and

firewood to dwellers of the plains.

‘Both male and female live in thie same machan.
Boys and girls, while very young, are allowed to live
with their parents; but when they grow up, "all _the
maidens of the village pass the nightin one wackan and
all the bachelors in another. During day time, however,

* In the second year, tice only is grown; and after two years’ cultivation,

the clearing is abandoned and suffered to lie fallow for about ten years.
LY

h!

)
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they eat and drink and do all other acts by staying in
>

" . .
the mackan of their respective parents. The old Spartan

L4
o c .
ode of dining in common does not find place among

the, Garos, The wackan % which the unmarried young

- lcl)ain lj]eep at night is known as the, Zackari-kouse.
other mattrs, al the Hlacs peopls sl e
° : village peoplg assemble in that
ouse for its determindtion. This mackar is common
Property and partakes of the character of a public hall
In the matter of marriage the Garos fare better thar;
some of t.he civilized nations in certain respects. Infant
marriage is not in vogue among them. No member of
'exther sex can marry until he or she gets sufficiently old
in ot.her words, only adults are competent to enteryintc;
matrimony. Widow marriage is very common. Not
only young widows but also grown-up ones cax.‘x take
a se?ond .hgsband if they please. The system of
marriage in common use is very peculiar and cannot
fa}l to excite wonder in all rational beings. Marria
with one’s maternal aunt is very common . and in hge
default with maternal uncle’s daughter. If, a wid ec;
materna.l aunt is available, .mar?iacre with any St‘;,le
female is deemed improper, if noz; impossiblé Tlfr
same ru.le is observed“even when a maternal al;nt be
connection only is to be had. It is only where no su z
aunt of.any kind is available that some other kind . f
connection is thought of Marriage with maternol
uncle’s daughter is also held in hi;:h regard b thae
Mahomedans, In fact, Islam allows wide latit ()ir i
the matter of marriage, e
) ~ Mam?ges are arranged by the parents and are
?oncluded when the parties are of fitage, No do
is demandfed on either side. It is not neéessary to l::l:
for an auspicious day for the celebration of marriage,
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Some day is fixed in view of the convenience of both
sides and with their consent. Such day, however, could;
not be fixed unless the parties have prepared quantities’

- of wine sufficient for the parposes, of marriage. On

the day so fixed, some relatives of the bride go over
to the bridegroom’s wackan jwith a view to bring
him in. On secing them’toming, or on being apprised
of their coming, the latte} takes to his heels and
runs into a solitary room or enters a forest. The
bride’s people make diligent search, and on finding him
out, try to bring him by force, at the same time holding
out all sorts of temptations in order to induce him to
consent to the marriage ; and’on these means failing to

* have effect, they throw him down in a pool of water, and

when on being ducked two o three times he at length
expresses his consent, they take him out of the water
and triumphantly lead him captive to the bride’s house.
The bride, too, on her part flees into a lonely room;
but what makes her case somewhat different from that
of the bridegroom is that she never goes intoa forest.
After her flight some women go in search of her, and

_on finding, bring her out. After the bridegroom and

the bride are thus found out and broughtin, all the
women of the village sit with the bride on one side,
‘and all the men with the bridegroom on the other.

" Then some leading villager is selected for the purpose

of performing the ceremony. He is universally called
the God-father ( Dkharmapita) and is held in very high
regard. Shértly after, a pair of fowls, a cock, and a
hen, are brought in. . The said God-father, -on rising
up, puts some rice on a winnowing fan, and places-it
before the two fowls to eat ; and while they are eating,
he, taking a small piece of bamboo in his hand, gives

them such a smart blow that by one strokesboth of

\
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them are killed. Then the entrails are consulted for
@n omen ; but whether this turns out to be good or
‘bad, the marriage still takes place. After the sacrifice

of the fowls, the aforesaxd." God-father who ministers -

at the ceremony strikes the woman on the back with the
dead cock, and the man with the hen.

The piece of bamboo with which the fowls were
killed is held very dear.’ Puttmc a portion of the
entrails therein, it is taken to and kept in the
bridegroom’s mackan. Then the flesh of the fowls
is dressed and cooked, when the women taking the
bride on one side, and the men in company with the
bridegroom on the other, eat and drink to their
hearts’ content. In the matter of potation, too, some
rule is observed. In the* first place the God-father,
filling a cup with wine, offers it to the bridegroom to
drmk and whatever remains in the cup after the latter
has drunk is offered to the bride. The same routine
is followed in the case of rice-eating also. After these
preliminaries are gone through, feasting and rejoicings
follow in full measure. - It is considered an evil sign
if either the bridegroom or the bride refuses to join in
the eating and drinking.

A remarkable cuStom among the .Garos is that the
man who marries the favourite daughter of a household
has to marry his mother-in-law in the event of the death
of his father-in-law, and through her succeeds to all the
property which thus descends through the female line.*
This is certainly carrying things a little too far. But
such is‘the custom, and custom cannot be disobeyed or
incerfered with. Reason, equity and even law must all

yigld to it With the Garos the wife is regarded as the

‘head of the family, and through her the descent of

* See ‘i[qnter's Statistical Account of Assam, Vol. I, p. 154.
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property is traced. This custom is apparently a survival
of the system of polyandry. With the Garos the
daughter is the real heir. The son gets nothing, and
has to look to the family intd which he marries for” his
establishment+in life. No sooner he marries than ne
becomes, as it were, a sttangdr to his paternal abode.
He has to accompany his mfe to his father-in-law'’s
house and make it his permanent ‘abode ; and on his
father-in-law's death comes by all the property left by
him in right of his wife who is primarily the party
entitled to the heritage. In fact, in-Garo families;
women enjoy a power and position quite unknown
among more civilized tribes and peoples. Even in the
councils of men, their voice has considerable weight.
Polygamy is practised by the Garos ; but a Garo
hardly ever marries more than two wives, and cannot
even take a second wife without the cohsent of the
first. The principal wife is called Ji% phongma, or the
eternal wife ; the other wives are called [ik-g2//.
Cremation is_the mode adopted at funerals ; burial
is not the prevathr custom. In this respect the Garos
resemble the Hindus, who as a rule cremate their dead
In'the case of a death occurring am?)ng these rude bar-
barians, all the friends and relatives of the deceased are

_duly notified of the melancholy event, and funeral rites

are deferred till all of them come.” This circumstance
smacks of the custom prevalent among European nations.
The dead are usually laid out for days together, dressed
in their best tlothes, while-friends and relatives lament
and keep vigil over the remains. When it 1s found tha:
all who ou0ht to have come and joined in the ceremony
have assembled, the corpse is burnt at a spotsnot very
far from the homestead of the deceased. All friends and
relatives each bring some little firewood with th*m, and
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after cremation is over, get hold of some few bones
which lie unburnt, put them in the hollow of a bamboo,
and suspendit from the thatch of the.residential hut of
, the deceased. At the spot'where cremation takes place,
there, too, they dig a hole and placing therein the ashes
and other remains of thefurn¢ral pyre, fence up the spot
all round. Among us Hicndus, the uaburnt bones and all
are thrown into the Ganges ar some other holy stream.
The Garos believe that the spirit of the deceased
journeys on to Chikmang, a hill north of Susang, where,
according to superstition, the souls of the dead have
their resting place. Quite in keeping with this beliet,
dogs are sacrificed at the time of cremation in order that
they may accompany the spirit to the said hill as guides.
After death shrad ceremony is performed three
several times. The initial shrad of a man takes place
six days, and that of a woman five days, after
death. Then, the second skrad is observed in the

following Kartik or Aughran, and the third and last

in Falgoon or Cheyt. The first and second skrads are
not of much importance; it is the third which is
celebrated with considerable ecla?, according to the
Garo's idea of “pomp and circumstance.” On this
important day, cows, bullocks, buffaloes, pigs, cocks
and several other creatures are sacrificed. Indeed,
the killing is done on such an extensive scale that the
sacrificial ground is converted into one large pool of
blood. And as to wine nothing short of twenty-five or
thirty. canisters (mutkis) suffice for the purpose. On
_+hat festive ‘occasion all the villagers and all friends and

relatives:of the deceased, wherever they may reside,

assemble in a body and for three or four days together,
eat and drink and indulge in all sorts of delights which
in theirf wild imagination they can think of. Indeed.
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 pleasure is the one thing which engages their attention
those days, no other business or affair is done or
transacted. Men, women, boys, nay, everr the aged

" and the infirm join in the festivities of the skrad. Some

dance, some sing, while not a few make all sorts of
gestures and grimaces undgs stlie exciting influence of
wine, thereby provirg an unfajling source of delectation
to all those who happen to be near. A large kind of
brass-cup (6a#:), which is known as garo-Ahora, is manu-
factured in the northern part of the Mymensingh district.
Some ring changes on it with a stick, while in another
part of the pleasure-ground some play on a kind of
dholuck, made of wood in the fashion of mridanca
(tambourine) ; some, again, make themselves merry Ey
sounding the singa (a large brass pipe) and the bamboo
flute. In this way some days are spent in singing,
dancing and music ; and after the festivitiez are over,
they take down the bamboo which had been filled
with the exequial remains as stated above, and having
burnt its contents, return to their respective abodes,
:I‘he wearing of brass £ka»o0o (bracelet) on the left
arm is regarded asa very felicitous sign among the
Garos. Butonly a very few can,afford to have this
]u.xury. Indeed, such a thing cannot be obtained
without a large expenditure of money. This wearing of
kharoois known as *“ baubal wearing:” Itseems that :t’his
word ““ baubal” is a corruption of the Sanskrit “ bakubal”
gstrength of the arm). The well-to-do individual who
is bent on baving this thing on his person begins
to b'rew wine on an appointed day, and aftﬂe: a
certain quantity is prepared, he invites his friends
and relatives and makes them a present ;f wine
and flesh. From this day onward for one whole year

it is absolutely necessary for him to entertain with flesh
Y
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\and wine all persons, invited or uninvited, who may

«come to seek his hospitality. If the year passes without
any hitch, then the lucky man becomes entitled to wear
“buubal” But if bysaccideft any default occurs, or if wife,
son or daughter dies, then the wearing of ** banbdal”
cannot be done. ¢ o,

The wearing of brass earrings is very common
among the Garos. Persons of both sexes all wear large
brass rings on the ear, and one’s respectability increases
in proportion to the number of earrings he wears.
Sometimes the rings are of enormous size and weight.
It is a coveted mark of distinction to have the lobe of
the ear altogether torn away by the strain thus caused,

in which case the earrings are suspended from a string

passed over the top of the head.

Although the Garos are no better than savages, still
they stand superior in some respects to many a civilized
people, One may laugh at some of their strange
customs, but in point of morals, they occupy a very high
position. Until lately, lying was altogether unknown
to them. They would never tell a lie whatever the
consequence might be. They seemed to have long
anticipated the poet’s advice,—

“Dare to be true. Nothing can need a lie,—
A fault, which needs & most, grows two thereby,”

They knew,not'what cunning or guile was. Their
thought was speech, and speech was thought. In this
matter their childlike simplicity and purity was simply
admirable. But contact with the people of the plains
bas brought about some change in this respect, and
they, or at least, some of them, are not so great lovers of
truth as they used to be. ' :

Honesty is their policy. They would rather suffer
than clkeat. In fact, they seem to be incapable of

¥
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er.xtertaming such evil motive, far less of doine

;:hshonest.act. They are wonderfully fair and straizht
. - O

orward in all their dealiigs. The Santals also~ar

of this noble character. In fact, all wild people whe

live almost in*a state of nature seldom fail to conduc:
themselves like Nature’s c.iifdren, that is just as th |
came out of her hands, . o K
The Garo women «also ' bear pure unspottec
character. They hold unchastity in supreme contem
and are seldom if ever found to g0 wrong. Adult r
which is so very common among people who bra o
their civilization, is almost unknown in Garo househcg;ld01
The women are strictly faithful to their husbands ansci

" the men, too, on their part, adhere to the woman whom

they have taken for wife. It is very s

husband’s bed is defiled ; and wher}é fl:j?n;;atha; y
both the man and the woman are looked u ngwf}i,
great disfavour, if not with utter contempt, andpthe vltl
lage community whose authority is very great try th -
1_§vel best to duly punish them for their gui;lbt. In t)'orme”
times adultery used to be punished by death of bof}:

- the offending parties. In the present day it is punished

only by a fine, and a wife can ahandon an adulterous
husband and demand a7 or compensation from him‘

The Garos are a happy people and appear to be

quite content with their Jot, They enjoy a considerable

measure of prosperity and pass their. days in pea

fmc_l comfort:j They are in all probability particslar(l:e
immune to malaria, and as-they are no longer decimat c};
by Kala-azar, there is nothing to p:evént st—as
growth in their numbers. Human sacrifices aareea d
longer made, and as a matter of necessary conséque 1-10
they hanf given up the cruel and inhuman pra?"t?cr;f;'
heaé-hunt:ng. They seldom go to war, but whe' they
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“are in, they never fail to play the men. Quarrels
about land, however, are numerous, and often lead

to bloodshed. On the whefie the life.of a Garo, though

it is not all that could be wished, is sufficiently happy,
and the Garo hills well desserve to be catled a land of

peace, plenty and prosperity.
‘ e
* Suumeioo Crunper DEY.

Art. IV.—HINDU EARLY MARRIAGE.

&) e e ’
HE Consent Act has provided a partial remedy
~ against the injurious consequences of - early
marriage. No doubt it w#5% tatter of regret that the
leg1slat.ure he.td toestep in in, order to stop the tide of
a growing evil and that our society did not see its way
to reform its abuses so as to obviate the necessity ot
.such mterferen_ce 'whlch has cast a great reflection on its
internal constitution. In this case also the religious

. . >

plea is put forward as an excuse for culpable negli-

. : b
gence. The absurdity of such a plea becomes apparent
when. we ‘call to mu?d Raghunandan’s clear opinion
contained in the following passage of his Jyatishtwatta -
€< ~ ]
If a man of 20 years of age approaches a woman of
the full age of 16 years when she has been purified
after a certain event in the expectation of offspring
. . o’
good offspring is born ; below those ages the offspring
is bad—thus says the smriti” This explains whabt
reasonable construction is to be put upon what he has
laid down in this respect in his Sanskartwatta. Fur-
ther, it rests upon the authority both,of Susruta and Euro-
pean Medical Science that children born of immature
parents do not attain to a high standard of excellence
According to Susruta, if a man not.having attained
25 years of age impegnates a woman below sixteen, he
endangers the child in the womb; if it is born it does
not live long, if it lives it becomes weak of organs of
sensation and action. It would appear from this that
Hl.ndu.i\ledl.cal Science and Hinau religious authority
unite in fixing 16 years as the proper age for @ woman
to enter upon the duties of maternity ; and in this® they

AY
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:are supported by the Medical Science of Europe. If the
State is unable to fix the minimum marriageable age it
cannot be denied that the jadirect and educative influ-

ence of the Consent Act will co-operate with the force

in our society in slowly pushing forward the present ages
of marriage. In respecfabléfamilies girls were seldom
given in marriage before tliey attaireed the age of twelve
years before the passing of the Act, which has now
furnished an additional motive, if not to enlarge at least
to adhere to, that period of a girl's life as the minimum
marriageable age. It is hoped that the paramount con-
siderations of good health and proper physical develop-

ment will weigh with all classes of society in India to

maintain a yet higher limit.of marriageable age.

It is a matter of historical fact that from the Vedic -

to the modern period Hindu girls were disposed of in
marriage at an advanced age. It was only in the
Buddhistic age that child marriage was introduced on
account of the frequent invasions of foreigners and the

insecurity of the times. Now, as perfect security of llfe

and property prevails in India under the British Indian
administration, it is highly desirable that this obnoxious
practice should be discontinued and abandoned. Besides
the express authority contained in the Smriti referred
1o above for the marriage of Hindu females after
puberty, the peculiar’ character of Hindu marriage, its
indissolubility and the serious duties cast upon the
married couple all tend to lead to a reasonable inference
that the Shastras contemplate that the marriage should
only be contracted where the parties to it have
attained an age of discretion, sufficient to enable them
to realide its nature and duties. With the exception of
the éafes provided for by legislative enactments and
case-law, the Hindu marriage creates an indissoluble
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bond which is a sound basis of abiding interests, strong
affection and religious culture of the married parties.
The Hindu wife is called sekadkarming, i. e., a partner

-with her husband in religious, observances. The wife

is sought for the procreation of ason and a son is
necessary for offering funereal cgkes. The son delivers
the parents from a hell cailed put. From this it is
evident that marriagd according to the Hindu Shastras
is regarded as a sacred institution éonferring an equality
of status in the wife with the husband, considering her
necessary for the attainment of the noblest objects
of life and enjoining upon the son-a holy mission
of attending to the spiritual® welfare of his parents
and perpetuating and honoring their names. A tie
which is considered so sacred and strengthened by so
many chords of domestic felicity, religious sanctit
and agreeable prospects, is seldom allowed to be
sundered by caprices and whims, temporary incon-
veniences or untoward circumstances difficult to avoid
even in the most respectable families.

Above all, it is imperatively necessary that what-
ever is catholic and rational should demand our best
consideration ; whatever is illiberal and irrational ought
to be rejected. - There should bé no misconception of
the true nature of Hindu religious and social customs.
Of such customs some are universal or invariable, such
as marriage, upanayana, sradha, etc.,” and others are
local or variable, such as garuadhana, pumsavana, etc,
The former are intimately connected with the Hindu
religion. They form, so to speak, the backbohe of
the Hindu social and individual life. A Hindu
ceasing to observe them ceases to be a Hindu. But
the latter class of rites and practices is of* a local
or, rather festive character and their obsertance is
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merely optional, It behoves us, therefore, that in our
investigation for shastric injunction we should exercise
proper discrimination and caution so as not to mistake
the shadow for the substance, the chaff for the kernel, the
base for the genuine metal. The best touchstone for
éxamining the soundnesg ¢and validity of a custom is
its moral and material efficiency. And as marriage
after puberty satisfies such a condition shastric sanction
for it, which cannot be meant for anything which is
improper and injurious, must be presumed even -if it
cannot be established by positive and direct evidence.
Any such sanction for child marriage which medical
opinion, both Indian and European, has clearly pro-
nounced to be dangerous to life even if it is found,
must be considered to be obsolete, unscientific and

obnoxious and its non-observance is not only consistent

with the spirit of true religion but absolutely necessary
in the best interests of humanity which such religion
can never ignore or disregard.
SHASTRIC SANCTION FOR MARRIAGE OF GIRLS
AFTER PUBERTY. '
In addition to the text in the Smriti fixing 16 years

as the minimum matyiageable age of Hindu girls, a sloka-

in the Manu Sanhita may be cited which means that it
is desirable that a daughter even if she has attained her
puberty - should up-to her death remain unmarried at
home, but should never be given in marriage to a
person without merit. .
‘ . Cuarter IX, 89.

Again*Asalayana cited in the Nirnayasindhu pro-
vides that a man shall not approach the wife before
the appear ance of cataminia; approaching becomes
degraded and incurs the sin of slaying a Brahmana by
reason of wasting the virile seed. Now, it may be
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contended that this text prohibits the consummation
and not the ceremony of marriage before puberty of
the girl. But if the conspmmation is postponed till

-after the attainment of puEei'ty, the mere ceremony

is immaterial and of no moment. Besides wherr a
heavy penalty is attached 20? approaching a wife before
the appearance of cataminia,”_the object of the
ordinance is evidently to.disc.ourage aud discounten-
ance her marriage before the occurrence of that event.
Also it is quite reasonable and safe that a girl
should not be given in marriage until she is fit to

“enjoy the company of her hnsband. Another text in

Manu Sanhita means this. Let a man of 30 years
marry an agreeable girl of 12 years and a man

of 24 years a girl of 8 years, one marrying earlier
deviates from duty.

N

Manu IX. o4.

In the same chapter on page 89, as has already been
shown, Manu has provided that a girl even after her
puberty should remain unmarried rather than be given in
marriage to an unsuitable person. From this it appears
that there is-no hard and fast rule as to the age of
marriage of a Hindu girl, but that gfeat care should be
taken ?t1hat she is given in marriage to a suitable person.
As there isa very-great disproportion of age between
a husband aged 24 and a wife aged §, such a match
cannot be called a suitable one. As the Shastras cast
a duty upon a Brahmana to espouse only when he
has finished his studentship (Yajnanakya 1, 52, 33) it
necessarily follows that a girl of tender years will be
quite unsuitable for him to marry. This circimstance
coupled with the interdiction in the Shastrase against
the marriage of a girl below 8 years of age (Madu IX. .
94) and consummation of marriage before she has '
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“attained her puberty, leads to the conclusion which is at
once logical and reasonable that the Hindu Shastras
contemplate the marriage of| girls after and not before

puberty. It is thus prefty clear that the authority -

of “the marriage of Hindu girls after puberty rests upon
(a) the immemorial cuswomp o(6) the Smriti, (¢) Manu
Sanhita, (@) the Nlrnanshmdo Immemorlal custom is
regarded as one of the sources of Hindu Dharma or law,
The word Dkarma is generally rendered into law and
includes all kinds of rules, religions, moral, legal, physical,
metaphysical or scientific in the same way as the term

law does in its widest sense The word is derived -

from the root d4#: to hold, to support or maintain and

it means law or duty or the essential quality of persons

or things. By the term Dkarma is understood the rules
whereby not only mankind but all beings are governed ;
it also imports duty- or distinctive feature of beings,
implying subjection to or control by rules. The
term Shastra is derived from the root skas to teach,
enjoin or control and means teacher. The term “source
of law” is used in two senses, in one the Deity, according
to the Hindus, and the sovereign, according to modern

jurisprudence, is the fountain source of law; and in the

other sense the term means that to Wthh you must
resort to get at law, in pther words, the evidence or
records f law which we are to study for the purpose of
learning law. In this sense the sources of Hindu law
are the Sruti, Smriti and the immemorial and approved
custcms by which the divine will or law is evidenced.
The Srati is believed to contain the very words of the
Deity. » The name is derived from ‘the root sreeto hear
and sigpifies what was heard or the revealed law. The
Sruti‘centains very little of lawyer’s law, they consist
of hymns and deal with religious rites, true knowledge

HINDU EARLY MARRIAGE. 173

and liberation. It comprises the four Vedas, the six
Vedangos and the Upanishads, The Smriti means
what was remembered and, is believed to contain the

" precepts of God but not in t}xe langruage they had been

delivered. The language is of human origin but the
rules are divine. The autllors Go not arrogate to them-
selves the position of legislators, but profess to compile
the traditions handed down to them by those to whom
the divine commands had been communicated. The
Smritis are the principal sources of lawyer's law, but they
also contain matters other than positive law. The com-
plete Codes of Manu and ,(Yajnavakya deal with
religious rites, positive law, penance, true knowledge
and liberation. Manu has drawn a broad distinction
between Sruti and Smriti thus, By Sruti is known the
Vedas and by Smriti the Dharma Shastras, Golap Shastri
says that of three sources of law the Sruti, though of the
highest authority, is of little practical importance ; the
immemorial customs are of very great importance as
being the rules by which the people are actually guided
in practice, and their value has come to be specially
recognised by the British Courts of Justice in India.
The time-honored customs override the Smritis and
their accepted interpretations given .by an authoritative
commentator should there be inconsistent with the
customs, They prove that the written texts of law are
either speculative. and never followed in practice or
obsolete. The Hindu commentators have not, except

in a few instances, devoted much attention to these un-

recorded customs and usages though they recognise
their authority as a source of law. They have: ,conﬁned
their attention to the Smritis alone which constitute
the primary written source of law. Again the, doctrine-
of factum valet which means that a fact cannot be
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—

altered by a hundred texts has made custom of superior
validity to shastric texts.

But such a custom must be reasonable and of time

immémorial. Manu.and Y;jnanalyka declare aporoved -

custom or usage to be evidence of law. Divine “will is
evidenced by such customs inglicating rules of conduct ;

in other words, such customs are presumed to be based
on unrecorded revelation.* We beliéve it has now been
made abundantly clear that the custom of marriage of

Hindu girls after puberty falls under the category of
approved customs,

K. C. KANJILAL, B. L.

Art. V——RESPONSIBILITY IN CRIME.

' THE Probation of Offenders Act (7 Ed. VII C. 17

is in many ways a most instructive piece of legis
lation. Not only does it apply %o all classes of offender:
but, perhaps for the,first time in Great Britain, it actively
recognises the principle that crime cannot be stampec
out by repressive measures alone and that unless stric:
attention be paid to the moral elevation of the crimina
classes no definite progress can be made.

Mr. Gladstone’s Billis so simple in its main feature:
and so obviously useful a measure, that at first sighti
seems strange that it has begn so long delayed. Th
general public, however, are perhaps not fully aware
what a stormy conflict has for many years raged ove
this question of the treatment of the criminal. It is no
generally known that the subject is a vexed one whicl
has driven the parties interested in it into differen
camps with the usual result that many exaggerated idea
have been evolved and strained theories propounded.

Inthis controversy we find two great armies o
opposite thought ; and between- them there lies a hos
of more or less neutral persons who attempt to be *“rea
sonable” with varying success. The principle of th
Probation of Offenders Act, namely, that a locus poni
tentie should be' given criminals who have not as ye

- clearly come within the class styled '“habitual,” lies onl:

on the verge of the whole matter. The conttoversy
has dived deeper than this and now mvolves th
fundamental question of responsibility in crime&v  »

In approaching this question of responsibility it i
first necessary to examine shortly the received notion

’
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regarding the treatment of the criminal as propounded
from the point of view of the purpose of criminal punish-
ment. On this there is httle dlsagreement The pur-
pose ‘of criminal pumshme‘nt is primarily exemplary.
The retributory idea has practlcally been discarded for
good and all. Perhaps in psagtice the idea will never
be altogether disregarded and, especially in India, where
this subject has not beeh studied by the Magistracy,

1 desire to mete out deserts irrespective of the utility of -

the process from a preventive standpoint, has consider-
able vogue. But among the most authoritative peno-
ogists the idea of vengeance, public or private, is dead.
Punishment gxa punishmeént is abhorrent; only in so far

1s it prevents the repetition of the crime, either by ex- -

ample or by ridding society of the criminal’s noxious
oresence, can punishment be in any way justified,
Vengeance is the Lord’s, it is not for man to repay.

We come then to the root of the matter. No
punishment is justifiable that does not effect its true

purpose—the prevention of the repetition of the offence,
Is therefore the present system effective from this point

of view ?  On this the chief parties have joined issue.
The humanitarian ¢or subjective school, founded by

Lombroso, with adheYents everywhere, is never tired
>f asserting that modern punishments are not deterrent.
As regards crimes against property they assert that on
the facts it is clear that severe punishments in no way
cend to decrease such crimes. As sentences have been
nade more lenient so there has been a marked falling
>ff in the number of crimes against property. Crimes
1gainst t}}e person may be divided into two classes for
he purpose of this discussion ; namely, crimes which
wre, and tf;ose which are not, the result of passionate
mpulse. It is admitted on all sides that the fearo
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punishment hardly ever enters the mind of the perpetra-
tor of the crime passionnel. We may also include in this
category crimes committed 3udcr the influence of drlnk
When intoxicated a persott is #9¢ responsible for his
actions. He igindeed punished for allowing himself to
become intoxicated, and it ‘sextremely doubtful whether
the punishment of one man for a “¢crime committed in a
state of drunkenness’will, apart from isolated instances,
prevent others from drinking. Passing then to the only
branch left for consideration, namely, crimes against the
person committed in cold blood and unconnected with the
passions, it is pointed out how few these are in quantity.
They chiefly consist of assaults, murders or attempted
murders committed for gain or to destroy the evidence of
thefts, or for the purpose of escape. Itis in this class
alone that it is generally admitted that any countenance
can be given to the exemplary idea. Indeed it cannot
be doubted that the fear of punishment does very largely
prevent these offences, The number of such cases is
small, but this fact may be due to exemplary punishment
itself. 'We have it therefore that, excepting this branch,
punishment as a purely exemplary force is a failure in
the great majority of cases. Having thus cleared the
way the subjectivists brmor forward the question of
responsibility.

A theory has found its way intg every pendl system
to the effect that a . man who is not mentally respon-
sible at the moment when a crime is committed is not to
be considerad a criminal at all, but a lunatic. ,Such
persons are to be immured and looked aftsr. Every
attempt is to be made to cure .their lunacy, and provi-
sion is made for their liberation when cured. e sub-
jectivist points out that from the theoretical stynipoint-
these criminal lunatics are in much the same position as
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the criminal who is responsible for his actions. The
lunatic is kept away from society for the sake of society,
the criminal is kept away for the same reason (for purely
vindittive punishmept is <dmitted to be abhorrent).
In, practice the lunatic is liberated on recovery and
the criminal is liberated ag sthe expxry ‘of his term—
theoretically whenever - the latter is morally reclaimed
he should be set free. If it be answered that the crimi-
nal may relapse, so also may the lunatic. To immure a
lunatic prevents his injuring the community ; to immure
a criminal prevents crime. If either recovers he should
be liberated ; the danger of a relapse is a risk to be run.
To sum up the position—~it being agreed that the retri-

butory idea is wrong and that we have no right to punish

for the sake of punishment*or to satisfy either private or
public vengeance, and further from the exemplary stand-
point punishment being largely ineffective as a means of
prevention, the only remaining reason for depriving a
person of his liberty is that by immuring him society
is relieved of his presence. This being so his seclu-
sion should be made as little like retributory punishment
as may be, and if it is possible to redeem him no effort
should be spared to,do so. -

It is from the argument regarding the lunatic that

the controversy itself has sprung. For the subjectives
have sought to prove that every criminal act is due to
mental sickness-evén when the criminal knows right
from wrong when he commits his offence. - This is the
fundamental doctrine of the subjective school, the
doctrine of Lirresponsibility.
" The personality of the criminal, his antecedents, his
surfoundings, his attitude of mind in general and more
_particylarly at the moment he commits his crime, in
short his whole psychological aspect, is the measure
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whereby his action is to be gauged and his punishment
meted out, Each crime is to be studied on its own
merits, but specially from the point of view of the ani-
mus that hascreated it, This every criminal is amew
‘case,” and even as the medical man diagnoses and
treats accordingly, so must,every wroncrdoer be dlacr-
nosed and treated. This is the new school of crlmmoloory,
a school whose influence is steadily growing, whose
main idea is subtly insinualing itself into the mind of
every magistrate, willy-nilly, forcing him to punish
with at all events just a slight regard for the mental
characteristics of the criminal before him.

The influence of these gsychologists has every-
where made itself felt. Primitively and until within
recent years the criminal law remained purely objective.
Perhaps in England the publication of ‘“Hard Times”
first enunciated the humanitarian standpoint; at all
events this book raised a popular protest against the
then existing prison system that it was impossible to
ignore. But the movement to-day is doubtless due
more to Lombroso and his supporters than to any other
factor, for they have attacked the subject systematically
and scientifically. When it is once admitted that crimi-
nals possess varying -mental constitutions, it is difficult
to brush aside individuality in dealmor with crime. Thus
they argue. .

The subjectivists do not regard- the criminal as
apart from, but part of, the public, he has to be elevated

-and the moral reclamation of the criminal classes can

alone bring about the end of the fight with crime ‘which
the mere indiscriminate use of repressive measures can-
not possibly do. Every member of the commuiity is
regarded as a potential criminal. The evil tthker i
asmorally criminal as the evildoer, the criminal who
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by some accident fails in his coup is as wicked as he
who brings his off. It is therefore impossible to make
hard and fast rules. The al]otment of punishment with-
out & most careful conademtxon of all the surrounding
circumstances connected with the crlmmal s mind, body,
educanon and so on, can only, in the long run, do far
more harm than good: . »

In the opposite camp are thé objectivists. With
them the personal equation is of much less value. The
exemplary character of punishment cannot efficaciously
be demonstrated and enforced if heed be paid to the
criminal’s mind, If his intention be proved, if he knew
right from wrong, if in a word the mens »ea is clear,
the only practical standard by which he can be punished
is that based upon the damage caused to the public.
The intention and responsibility of the criminal are of
much less importance. The Law presumes the sanity
of every criminal, and if he has not set up and proved

his irresponsibility, 7.¢, unsoundness of mind at the time .

of the crime it is not for the Court to go into that. The
objectivists regard the criminal as a noxious pest that

has to be at all hazards kept in check. Crime is an.

enemy to be continually battled with, and being an
enemy within the gates every weapon is legitimate.
Repressive methods are the only methods of utility, the
public safety demands them. Sentiment must give
way before the p'ubhc good,

The subjectivists now fancy they have discovered
the weak spot in the armour of their antagonists. You
admit, they say, that mental unsoundness at the time
of the commission of an offence isa good defence. In
such dfcase you claim to be at liberty to confine the
.. crimipal4lunatic until his recovery. The fact of un-
soundness is to be demonstrated by medical experts,
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in England to the satisfaction of a magistrate or jury
in some countries to the satisfaction of no one but the
experts themselves. But they continue, what is mental
unsoundness? Who is to defis it? Lawyers are not ex-
perts in mental diseases, only the medical man himself
can say what this is. And then arise all those difficultit’s
which do arise in every case where the defence of
insanity is set up. In India and most English-speaking
countries the Law with regdrd to experts is quite clear.
Their testimony is only to be accepted for what the
judge or jury consider it to be worth. The latter it
is who have the final word. .The expert must explain
the reasons upon which his cdnclusions are based, and

these are to be scrutinised and deliberated upon by the

Court. Thus we have a different standard for every
case. One criminal, such as the murderer Thaw, is
saved, the next goes to the gallows. In France it ap-
pears to be the rule to class as insane all criminals who
have been guilty of crimes of passion. In England
the murderer by passion is no better off than he who
slays the victim of his theft with a view to destroy the
evidence of it. In short, lately, we hardly know where
we are, This is laid hold on by the objectivists who
consider that an examination of motives is of quite
secondary importance to the pumshment of the criminal.
Once, they say, we begin to examine motives 3nd give
weight to them in calculating punishment we take up
the cudgels for the criminal classes, whereas all our

* energies should be devoted to the extermination of

crime. A French Procureur-General has said 7 “ To
accept the irresponsibility of a man who commits

- a criminal act under the irresistable influerce of a
suggestion will be to plunge society into an ararchy of

unpunished crimes.’
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The question is b;coming still further complicated
by the researches of that new class of specialists, the
neurobiologists. What weight is to be attached to the
opinions of these experts? M. Grasset, Professor of
Clinical Medicine at the University .of Montpellier,
who is a champion of the medical experts, admits
that errors in diagnosis.and appreciation are not
infrequently committed® by his colleagues, but he
upholds the latter on the ground that there is much
less chance of error with them than if the whole
matter is left to a tribunal that knows very little,
if anything, about morbid tendencies and states of
mind. As he puts it, “ the exgert is better armed than
the magistrates and the public to appreciate the respon-
sibility or irresponsibility of an accused person.” But
strange to say at the Geneva-Lausanne Conference of
August 1907, Gilbert Ballet, the »apporteur on this
subject, brought forward the questions in the following
form : En matere d’expertise mentale, les questions de
responsabilite sont elles dn domaine medical? The
question was negatived by a majority.*

This vote created a considerable sensation. The -

Paris Matin pointed out that the resolution announced
the failure of scientific justice. Medical men now
admitted that they were unable to draw distinctions.
“ For same time every criminal comes forward with the

* It is interesting to examine the article of the French Penal Code out of which
the discussion arose. Under Section 64, in cases where mental derangement is sus-
pected the criminal is submitted to the examination of experts who declare simply
whether or not the accused wasin a state of madness at the time of the crime, a
questiors which in Eagland is left to the jury. Nothing about responsibility. The
Conference discussed how far the experts were expected te go, and voted that the
medical specialist had nothing to do but to declare yea or #ay according to the
tenor of the section. It further expressed the wish that the magistracy should
requise ™ gmore from them than was necessary under the section. The minority
demsanded that the legislature be asked to introduce the doctrine of degrees of
responsibility into the law and to provide special treatment for accused persons who

- -ere rieuynised to be in any degree mentally deficient. The amendment was lost by

26 votes to 18.
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one defence—irresponsibility. As soon as a murderer
is arrested an advocate rushes to the suge d'instruction.
The latteg engages a medical expert, two of them, three
of them ; they start tappindsthe skull of the sukject,
searching in the lines of his hands, the creases of his
ears, and the sﬁape of his tf_;eth to discover the proof§'of
his irresponsibility. They then decide that he is irre:
sponsible, or half regponsible, of quarter responsible......
The role of the judge disappears, the medical man
invades everything. Our whole judicial system rests on
but one foundation, the infallibility of the medical man.”

The Magistracy thus very unfairly pounced upon
the above vote as an admis$ion on the part of the
medical profession of the inability of its members to
pronounce scientifically upot the moral responsibility
of criminals. It characterised the experts as having,
little by little, propelled forward by excess of
scientific zeal, passed the bounds of the mission
confided to them and created a state of things
which they themselves were now compelled to protest
against. It was the experts. who had evolved the
theories of entire responsibility, mitigated responsibility,
and attenuated responsibility, and.now they desired
not to be questioned about such things. The result
being ithat in spite . of fourtegn years of discussion the
doctrine of responsibility in France rested exactly
where it did. The criminal lunatic must be dealt with
as a madman, the criminal partially mad as a criminal,
Degrees of responsibility were incompatible with the
administration of criminal justice. o

A recently enunciated theory goes further and
separates degeneracy from lunacy altogether. {U trges
that the physiological aspects of the brain of tré lunatic

Tmemn,

differ materially from those of the merely degenerate

-
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»

person. \We have indeed to deal with distinct classes
of persons—sane persons, insane persons, criminal
persons and degenerate persons. It may of course be
difficult in some cases to placz a person in his appropriate
division but this is' due to imperfection of diagnosis

aléae, There can be no doubt at all tliat the subject |

does belong to one of them ,

" Thus the theorists® continue o propound theories
for which the practical man tan find little or no applica-
tion. The theories, however divergent they may be, are
all provable by statistics, experiments and reasoning.
In the end we cannot help feeling thankful that with us
the laws are down in blatk on white and that the limits
of good and evil are defined for us with a precision
which enables justice to be dispensed with practical
efficiency. And when an accused is convicted penology
is nowadays sufficiently liberal to ensure a correct and
humane treatment of the criminal. It seems to us that
no change is in any way necessary in our preventive
penal laws. The McNaghten doctrine has worked

admirably for many years and will continue to do so.’

At the same time there is no reason why the efforts to

ameliorate the lot and reclaim the mind of the criminal,”

be he sane, insane or degenerate, should not continue.
The unanimity with which Mr. Gladstone’s Bill has
been received serves to Show that this is the prevailing
opinion. .

The legislature in England and India has discovered
the only reasonable solution and drawn the line be-
tween® the two parties in the right place. Neither
the subjectivists nor the objectivists must be given way
to and et attention must be paid to their opinions. The
doctring of semi-irresponsibility must not be roughly

' brushéd a’tsside: but its application must attach not to the
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conviction of the accused but to his subsequent punish-

ment. Here the principle that the main purpose of
criminal punishment is deterrent must be a guiding line.

And in cases where it is doubtful whether e*cemplar)

pumshments have much effect as in crimes of passion,

it is to be hoped' that magisjrates will be more lenient

in passing sentence than they. have been in the past.
» 2

——

s ' T. C. Apax.
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Art. VI.—THE LETTERS OF A GOVERNOR OF BOMBAY,
1839-1841.*

’ T;{E writer of the letters, which we propose to publish

. . . e S
in instalments in this Revrew, ‘was Sir ]amﬁ _
in .th 5 as the

_nivett Carnac. Born in the year 1785, he w

£ awl

’

son of James Rivett,7 a Meml'Ser of the Bomb:ily
Council, who had added’ to his own surname t he
historical name of Carnac, The future E\},ov;en.m}:
entered the Royal Military Academ;[r at Woo wxc.n
in 1800, and joined the Madras Native I.nfantry' a:
1801. Transferred to Bombay, he was appomt(;d a;ﬁ Z
de-camp to Jonathan Duncan, who had held t eo dc‘t
of Governor since 27th December 1795, and rectlame Ie
1ill his death on the 11th August 1812—a recor Ctex_)ur
of that high appointment, In 1302, Rl}re:]t bau'nac;l
at the youthful age of seventee.n-——he a .eenthe
cadet at 15—had a taste of act.lve ser.\zfcel in
Mahratta war, and then passed into politica Selr{VlC.e
as First Assistant at Baroda and Secretary to the e;l—
~dent. - In 1822, at the early age of t'wenty-se;:ver;, df:
attained the rank, of Major, and. retired to ing a;a,
where, in 1827, he became a Director and 11n ;3 30
Chairman of the Diregtorsh of the ;Iczgzrz;l; :use a(s)ti

ia Company. In 1337 he entere R
ICr:)(i:lamf:smis ?neniber for the borough of Se;;xdwxcl:

- having in the year previous been cr.eated af Baroxtx;a
Sir Robert Grant, who had been Gov.emor o lorn8 :183

sincé 17th March 1835, died at Dapuri on gth July 183
* The le‘t‘ter‘copy book in which these letters are entered was purchased b

¥ i lcutte. The letters are copie
*Fifmg t a book sale by auction at Ca X
:?a.tlyF lk{rg‘zng?rl: t?ut one or two seem to be in Sir James® own hand.

A% it by Sir Joshua Reynolds i
f the famous beauty, whose porirait
M'iivie'if%m:wr:.b ‘h'gx;)s Jady married the famous General John Carnac,
k]

»
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ivett Carnac was appointed to succeed him, Mr.
‘James Farish in the meanwhile officiating as Governor.
The writer of these letters assumed charge of his office
on 3i1st May 1839, and ’made over charge om 27th
April 1841 (the day on which he departed for England)
to Mr. George® William Anderson, who officiated until
Lieutenant-General Sir Geprge - Arthur, Bart, arrivcd
in the year following. It is° pathetic to take notice
that Sir William Hay Macnaghten had, on the 4th
August, been appointed to succeed Sir James Rivett
Carnac, but, as we know so well, Macnaghten was
murdered by the hand of Mahammad Akbar, on the
31st December 1841, ’

Lord Auckland, who had arrived in Calcutta on
4th March, 1836, received the charge of his weighty
office from Sir Charles Metcalfe, who had officiated as
Governor-General since the departure of .Lord William
Cavendish Bentinck on 20th March 1835. That the
new Governor of Bombay fully approved of the policy
of Lord Auckland is clear beyond dispute,

.—To THE Ricut HON'ELE SIR JolIN HosloOUSE, BaRT.

BoMBAY, 37d June 1830,
. N L

MY DEAR SIR JOHUN!'—I have the'pleasure to inform you

of our safe arrival here, on the evening of the 3rst, after

quiet passage and not a’'long ones The little communication

N . . - - 3

I have yet ‘been able to have with the parties in authority at

this place impresses me with a favourable opinion of the

state of affairs throughout India, although we are not without

alarmists as to what may happen. For my own part, I see

B 3

Y Sir Jokn (Cam) Hobhouse. Son of Sir Benjamin Hobbnuse, and second

Bgronet, created Baron Broughton de Gyfford in "1841, best Jknown us the

friend and fgllow travell_er of Lord Byron. ~An account of his exceedingly interest.

Ing carcer will be found in Dictionary of National Biography. 1le was at this time

President of the Board of Control and member for Nottingham. ';(,) him has

been ascribed the conviction of the phase * His Majesty’s Oppositx2)®  He left
¢n his death a MS. “ Diaries, Correspondence, and Memoranda, ete., Hot"to -
be opened till 1900.” »

rs
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nothing formidable ; on the contrary, the peaceable manner in
which we are settled in Scind® and the advance of Sir John
Keene to Candahar without opposition are events which show
that pur power in those couatries is deemed irresistible.
‘—% know not what are°®the intentions or movements of Dost
Malwmed, but, as the public papers tell us thgt Captain Wade?
with the Seiks have had no “difficulty at the formidable
“Wifyber Pass, [ infer t}{at. he will not be able to give us any
very serious trouble. In India generally [ hear of no
particular outbreaks, though of course you must expect that
while operations are going on at a distance on a scale of
magnitude, the minds of people will be unsettled, and that
there should be occasional indications of disaffection, and can
it be wondered at? Butewe must not allow such things to
disturb us here, or to give uneasiness in England, where fears
may be generated by the exaggeration of those in India, who
represent possibly causes and effects under limited information.
There is here but one opinion, and I believe it to be very
general througkout India, that the policy of Lord Auckland
with reference to Afghanistan was called for to save India from
general confusion. The Persians appear ill-disposed and are
said to be mustering a force ; and the conduct of the Governor
of Bushire to the Admiral and our Resident there, amounts
to a national insult. I fear that Russia still maintains her
ascendency in the councils of the Shah, and it is only by a
firm determined courde on our part that he will again be made

to solicit a renewal of amicable relations with us. I hear that.

! ¢ The peaceful manner in which we are settled in Scind.” Contrast the
description giien by Vincent Eyre. Tie Kabul Insurrection of %341-1842.
# Owing te the undisguiged dislike manifested by the Amirs of Sindh to the passage
of so many British troops throngh their country, there seemed every probability of
hostilities breaking out in that quarter at the very commencement of the campaign,
which must have necessarily delayed the onward progress of the army to-
wards Afghanistan ; but yielding to the force of circumstances, backed by the
undeniable arguments of strong battalions eager for the plunder of Haidarabad, they
had the good sense to succumb before compromising themselves too far although they
thereby obtained but a brief respite from the hard and inevitable fate in store, and
which’overtsok them about four years later.” ~ Pp. 43-4.

2.Cap/ain Wade.—Clavde Martin Wade, knighted for his_services in the Afghan
War of 7839-41. Died 215t October 1911, ~Itwas mainly due to Wade, that Lord
Auckland-agsumed the fatal patronage of the exiled Amir of Afghanistan, "Shah

Strvy#, but against Wade’s mistake in this direction must be set his skilful’ handling
of Ranjit Singh. = . o B o

{
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our forces in Scind and Afghanistan are healthy, and that their
greatest difficulty has been in the way of supplies. The
people are represented as well disposed towards us wherever
we have appeared, but of coursz wé must calculate on finding

many of the chiefs otherwise, who will be reconciled by good"

management, when we have placed Sujah on the throne. Ve
shall probably be more perplexed -when he is fairly placed
there, than in the means we have taken to accomplish it.
Runjeet Sing holds out, though by the last accounts to the
oth May he was still living. [ cannot judge whether his death
would bejan evil just at this moment. [ am inclined to think
not, though it might be followed by scme difficulties in the
succession which we should have to settle. The Burmese
and Nepalese are in stafu guo as far as the folks here know
anything about them, as I am told that the Bengal Government
are not communicative on matters not immediately connected
with this Presidency. We have here a sufficiency of native
troops (in my opinion we can spare some on emergency).
With the aid we have had from Madras corlsequent on the
expedition to Scind and Aden,® our European force is
diminished a little, but yet there are enough for any local
exigency. The affair in China is a serious one, and there will
be an end to our commerce in that quarter, if we tamely submit
to the seizure of the opium, and the indignity with which
the British Authority has been treated. I shall be curious
to know what course the Governer-General takes in this

» important matter. .

I shall not fail to send by every steamer to the Secret
Committee what we may know up to the latest dates. The
present steamer goes to the Gulph, an ;lrrangement made
before I arrived. I daresay there are good reasons for not
sending the packet to Suez at this season. Sir H. Fane?® is, or
will be soon, at Poona, better in health. I conclude heis whiting
for his successor being nominated and that he wﬂvl‘,gd hom:

Y X — o . - . . j . 3 .
o ]anuA;f;'lS;}.le'ﬁrbt accession of territory during the reign of Que(g Victoria,
*Sir H. Fane.—See Buckland 0p. Cit. He had served e
. 4 . . thtoughtha
flemqsular Campaign, and from 1835 to 1839 was Commandey-in-Chief inglnaia.
e died on his way home, off the Azores, on 24th March 1840.

_a»
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overland after the rains. Lord Elphinstone! is at the
Neelgherry Hills—not very strong I am sorry to hear—and
also the Bishop of Madras,? who had been very unwell but was
bettei‘ again, He attributes ohis ailings to his exposure in the
Red Sea in an open boat. )

Believe me,

R ad T Yours very truly,

’ {Sd.) J. R. Carnac.

2~—To J. C. MELVILL, EsqQ? .
BoMBAY, 3#d June 1330.

My DEAR MELVILL,—On our arrival here on the evening
of 31st May, I found your acceptable letter of 25th March.
You may be sure of my best attention to all your suggestions ;

and, by the present opportupity, the Secret Committee mlli

receive the latest accounts we have of the Forces in Scind

and Afghanistan. - There has hardly yet been time for much

communication. with the authorities in this place. I find them
rather disposed to be alarmists at the state of affairs in India,

but from all I can gather there is nothing to apprehend and

certainly not half as much as when we were involved in the
Mahratta Wars. We have met with no opposition worth
mentioning as far as we have yet advanced into Afghanistan—
the people wherever we appear are said to be well-disposed

towards us, and the greatest difficulties we have experienced’

have been in getting sufficient supplies which might have been
expected. The Bengal Treasury is said to be equal to the
demands ypon it, and alreacfy, both there and here, the rains
have been very favorible. In fact, it seems to me that we
have more to guard against the intrigues in Europe than to
fear from the powers in this country. I hear of no outbreaking
anywhere in the interior, nor can I as yet glean anything about
Burmah or Nepaul. As to troops it seems to me that we

! Lorj,Elpbmxlam —John, the 13th Baron, Guvernor of Madras, 1837-
1842 Goyernor of Bombay 1853-59. Died 1860.

2 77} Bishop of Mladras.—The Right Rev. George John Trevor Spencer.

Co _}secra!e&' 1837 : resigned 1849, died 1866.

$ Melvill, Chigf Secretary of the H. E. I. Co. from 1836 to 1858. K.C. B.

ni8s3 A brother of Canon Henry Melvill, the once famous preacher.
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have a sufficiency at Bombay for all the purposes we can have
at this Presidency with the aid we have had from Madras. The
additional Europeans, which you mention as about to be sent,
will make us efficient in that”arm, but [ am glad the 15th
Hussars are not to come here—they had better be sent to the
Upper Provinces; if not wanted at Madras. We can muke
little use in this quarter of moré European Cavalry. Infantry
would be far preferable. This is a sad affair in China, and 1
shall be anxious to know what. the Governor-General will do.
The Chinese have plausible grounds, which will tell in England,
for insisting on the opium being surrendered. Nevertheless,
I think if I had been there I would not have given it up, come
what may, particularly under the circumstances in which it
was coerced, should we tamely submit to all the indignities
heaped on us in this affair. I know not what intercourse we
can afterwards hold with his Gelestial Majesty’s Dominions.
We all landed here very well and the passage throughout was
like a sail on the Thames. The Governor, Mr. Farish, was very
civil and kind to us—it seems to me that> the affairs of
Government were much in the hands of subordinates, and that
there may be difficulty in getting them in the course I would
wish : but more of this when I know more. We feel the heat a
good deal, though Parell is certaitly a splendid residence—
Lady Carnac, my daughters, and the Danvers are delighted
with it. - Adieu, I shall write you regularly, and you will make
allowances if my letters are somewhat ‘desultory. I rely on your
correspondence, and you cannot give me a greater proof of

your regard than by ‘writing me with perfect freedom either

as advice or censure. »
Believe me, ever sincerely yours,
(S4) J. R. CarNAcC.
" The Balcarras from England, 21st February, arrived
yesterday. Do
3—T0 THE LORrRD ELPHINSTONE, G. C. H. A
BoMmBaAy, 112k ]une 1839.
MY DEAR LorD,—You have by the newspapeds learnt

that I arrived here on the 31st ultimo, and was happy to-find -
the state of India much more favourable than ‘was anticipated
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in England, when I left it. The prospect of the complete
success of Lord Auckland’s policy in Afghanistan is very
encouraging, and I expect to hear that Dost Mahomed will
eitheg take flight from Cabool 08 enter into terms with Shah
*=Soojah. No one with whom I have had communication since my

arrival in this country questions the expediency or justice of

our jnterference beyond the Indus—some differ as to the means,
“"as might be expected, but ngne appear to participate in the
opinions of those in England habitually opposed to the
Government. There it is evident that our present Indian policy
will be made a vehicle of party attack and that the integrity
of our Persian Alliance will find advocates in spite of the

perfidiousness of that Government and it's close connection
with Russia. N

The occasion however of my writing just now was not to

enter upon a discussion of this question, but to entreat your
co-operation with us in a matter of material importance, namely,
how to procure a sufficient and regular supply of teak
timber from the forests in Malabar to enable us to build
several ships of the line for the British Navy. This is very

much desired by the Admiralty, and I was prepared at once to y

begin upon the work, had timber of the requisite quality been
procurable at Bombay. I find that the Government here
has deputed an officer to enquire into the state of the forests

and the present megns of purchasing ship timber in that -

quarter. But I would submit to you that it is really of great
importance to prevent the further destruction of the large
trees; the great point is to s€e if we cannot retrace our steps
SO as to reserve to us a certain degree of royalty. The large
timber can only be used for the large ships which are
proposed to be built here, but the practice, | understand, has
been to cut up this valuable timber for small vessels. I submit,
“if it be possible, that we return to the former system, and that
a consery2‘dr of the forests be re-appointed. Already the little
timber procurable in the market is 40 per cent. dearer than it
was wh&.ships of the line were last built here, and we are at
the. mercy of the combination of merchants, who naturally
ook for a harvest, since the Admiralty gave such publicity to

yl
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their intentions. It is not only with a view of preserving
the larger description of timber, but that we may get out of
the hands of the timber trade, that I suggest to your
consideration an immediate re*;un:n' if feasible to our fo.rmer
system. »

I find by my letters in March that Sir John Catnpb‘gll’ .
formerly in Persia and a cagtain in one of the Regimen&s of
cavalry at your Presidency, is orf his Way out, and may °®
expected here in the coursesof a few days. 1 would very
much desire to appoint him an extra Aid-de-Camp, if you
will allow me to do so. He is the eldest son of Sir Robert
Campbell, and from his acquirements is likely to be very
useful to me. .

I hope that you continue to enjoy good health. I need not
say how happy I shall be to attend to any of your wishes in
this quarter, and that it will always afford me great satisfaction
to keep up our old correspondence, from which I derived so
much information and pleasure.

Believe me, my dear Lord,
Most sincerely yours,
(8d.) J. R. CarNAC.

4—To TuHe HoN’BLE JAMES SUTHERLAND, ESQ,
BOMEBAY, 12th June 1839.

My DEAR SIR,~It gave me great satisfaction yesterday
to recg&ve your letter of the 5th instant. One of the first
enquiries which I made in landing here was regarding yourself,
and I had sincere pleasure in learfling that you were at your
post, and in good health. I am fully alive to the value of
your services, and to the extent of assistance and co-operation,

. which I shall receive from you in the arduous situation in

which you are placed. I have not yet had time to look into all
the proceedings, which have lately passed with reference to the
Guicowar, but I am told that Sivajee continues. obstinately
to resist all our claims on his observance of his,o\bligations
No one can be more anxious than I am to preferve the
Guicowar in all his rights and dominions. It hds been the;
habit of all my public life to maintain that Sta%e in the position
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in which it was placed by its treaties with us, and, as far as
I have it now in my power, that feeling prevails with me. But
how to deal with such a man as Sivajee is represented to be
is a question of great difficultp—he quite mistakes his relative
oosition ; and, if he dees not by his pertinacious opposition
bring down destruction on the Guicowar State, [ fear that he
will personally feel the effects ¢f his misconduct. [ should be
glad to have your unreserved Spinion on the state of affairs at
Baroda, and how it would be.possible to induce Sivajee to
take a right view of his own interests and of his obligations
to that Government by whose alliance his political existence
is preserved. I would also be happy to receive your
sentiments on the advantage, or otherwise, of my visiting
Baroda at some future time,” with a view of endeavouring to
reconcile differences and to induce a better system of
Government in Guzerat. It would, however, make matters worse
with Sivajee, if I should go to Baroda and find him inexorable
as ever. ' :

We had ap excellent voyage with no bad weather to
speak of—Lady Carnac and my daughters derived benefit
from the sea air, and seem pleased with Bombay, though I find
the heat oppressive, which I believe it is always at the
commencement of the rains. I trust that Guzerat generally

has been blessed with the secasonable showers we have had-

in this quarter for the last fortnight.

Lady Carnac delires to be very kindly remembered to
you. Do you think it would better conduce to the objects
I have in view respecting Sivgjee that you should see me here,
than that [ visited His Highness? You will do me the favor,
I hope, to make the Government House your home, whenever
duty or inclination leads you to the Presidency,

Believe me always, my dear Sir,
. Most sincerely yours,
, (Sd.) J. R. CARNAC.
5—To T{ie HON'ELE JAMES SUTHERLAND, Eso.
! BOMBAY, 17#% June 1830.

My DFEAR SIR,—I have just finished reading the whole of

the proceedings *of this Government with reference to our
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demands on Sivajee, and the sequestration of this portion ?f
Petland. It has given me much concern to observe .hlS
infatuated resistance to the reasonable requests made of him,
and his determination to adhere to the counsel of "his Minister,
Veneeram, who has already done him.so much mischiei‘,’ and
will, I fear, at last,accomplish his ruin. From a perusal c.)f th.ense
papers, 1 have hardly a hope that Sivajee will ever be lndl:l‘ced
to act in a friendly spirit—he has, been led to take a fﬁ‘z’DSt
erroneous view of his relative position, and systematically
violates his public engagements. Being so completely in the
hands of Veneeram, whose aim it has been and is, to foster
his master’s alienation, it is with pain that I contemplate ?he
prospect of our being driven to the extremity of deposing
Sivajee. I entirely agree with #you, that it would not
become the character of the British Government to recede
from any part of the arrangement recently adopted. The
opposite policy of Sir John Malcolm® and Lord Claret h_as
been misconceived by Sivajee, and no doubt, encourages hlfn
to hope, that again, what one Government affects another will
undo. I am not disposed to give him cause to entertain such
hopes on the present occasion—perhaps I might not have
pursued the course which has been taken, had the choice been
in my hands, as I am opposed to any dismemberment of the
Guicowar State, and might have had my scruples how far,
under our treaties, we are entitled to appropriate any revenucs
belonging to it to our own purpose. .I might also have thougllxt
that a political punishment such as has been resorted to would '
produce no effect on a mind thoroughly subservient to the
influence of a character so infamous as that of Veneeram-
I should indeed be glad to find myself mistaken in the
impression. However, we are now to consider, what we ought

. to do in the contingency of Sivajee’s deposition being forced

upon us. First, who should be his successor, whether his
eldest son or any one of his sons)(to which our friend Afderson
objects on a general principle) or any member of tl:s G'uicotvar
family of a collateral line. I am quite opposed to any project

* Governor of Bombay. 1st November 1827-1st December 18 0.

+ Governor of Bombay. 21st March 1837-17th March 1839. Lord Byron's
best loved friend since school days at Harrow. . » » :

P
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of taking possession of the Guicowar Territories, even to be
tex-'nporanly administered by us in the name of the reigning
__ prince, but I should feel greatly obliged by having the benefit

of your matured opinion, not only on this point, but on the -

‘_(genef?al 'arrangements which you would recommend, consequent
on..SlvaJee being set aside. In such a case | apprehend that

we must quite abandon thg non-interference principle introduced

in 1320, which has, as it appears to me been attended with
the worst consequences to our, alliance, and the peace and
prosper_ity of Guzerat. The Minister should be an individual
possessing our confidence, and we should take care that the
ho.ard of treasure, which the avarice of Sivajee has collected
being the property of the State, is appropriated to its service.,
If you could favour me witf: your general views, I should be
prepared eventually to follow them out as far as I could.

I cannot conclude without assuring you, that throughout .

the late- delicate discussions with Sivajee, the judgment
tempe.r, and discretion which you have manifested, impreése;
me with the great advantage we have, in having you as our
representative at Baroda, at a conjuncture of so much difficulty.

Believe me, my dear Sir,

Most sincerely yours,
(§d.) J. R. CARNAC.

Let me have your views in the form of a statement or™

memorandum, as moro convenient to me for future reference.

Yours,

. (8d.) J. R. CarNaAcC.
6.—SIR RICHARD JENKINS, G. C. B. :
) BOMBAY, 20t/ June 1839.

MY.DEAR JFNKINS,—AS I am pressed for time and the
weathe.r 1s exceedingly close and oppressive, perhaps you will
not _mmd my sending you a copy cf my letter by this packet
to Sir _.Iohn; Hobhouse which contains in fact, all that I have
to say, on public matters. ‘ ’

' Siv Richard Jenkins ~—Sir Richard Jenki i
. nara S enkins, a retired Co ’
who had retired? in 1828 after vigorous service in the Central Pxovirrlrégz? ¥: ISSe;';a}?:

succeeded Ri i i
Decefn t;!e o IPé;v;ztt Car?ac as Chairman of the Court of Directors. Died 3oth
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There are some parts as you see quite confidential, but I
must say that generally I find the fiinctionaries there willing
to give me their best assistance. 1 shall be anxious to see what
the Court thinks at the late proceedings with the Guicowar, ~
who is a sad fellow. You mb®st really put an end if you can
(but #kere is the difficulty) to these missions of Native Princes=
to England, or we’shall have no peace in this country. We fild
Parell a spacious, indeed a princ’ely residence, but nothing, can
redeem this climate—just now, tde monsoon setting in, it is ’
like living in a steam bath. Wt are all. however, thank God,
well, and unite in kind regards to Lady Jenkins. Remember me
affectionately to all of my late colleagues, who you know
possessed my esteem, and to Melvill, to whom Danvers is
writing. I am anxiously looking outfor the April steamer which
1 trust will inform me, that my friend Bayley is your colleague
in the chair.¥ The Kilkenny has not yet made its appearance,
though a sailing vessel which left ten days after has arrived.
So much for steaming round the Cape. Lord Auckland is
perfectly well and very firm in all his measures.’ He has shewn
an energy, the world did not give him credit fore

Believe me, my dear friend,
Most sincerely yours,
. (5d.) J. R. CarNAC.

7~Tue Rt. HON'BLE SIR JoHN HOBHOUSE, BART,,
' BOMERAY, 20tk June 1839.

My DEAR SIR,—We are making the experiment at sending
you a packet by a sailing vessel to Aden which will be
conveyed thence to Suez by a steamer, it will take at least
six weeks to reach Aden, and you may not get our packet in
less than 70 or 80 days. Ve have not got steamers of sufficient

- size to carry coals to attempt a southern passage to the Red
Sea, or of adequate power to try the direct passage. The
Kilkenny has not yet arrived, and when she does, happily I
see nothing emergent to employ her. Our adwices. from
Afghanistan and Scind are perfectly satisfactory. I have’ seen

*» William Butterworth Bayley. Acted as Governor-General’ 1828 till the
arrival of Lord W. C. Beatinck. .
2

?
.
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a private letter froem the Khyber Pass, where there had been
great public rejoicings on the Shah’s entry into Candahar, It
was dated the 16th of May, and the general tenor of it leads
=» me to suppose that Dost Mahomed will make no formidable

resistance. I expect that he will come to terms when Sir John
«Xeene advances upor] Cabool, as it is said he would about the
micldle of last month. [ congratulate you shicerely upon the
success of our policy, of the w15dom of which, no one I have
met here seems to entertaiif a dissenting opinion—a little more
forbearance, and we should have ‘had much harder work cut out
for us in India, than we can ever encounter by the espousal
of the cause of Shah Sujah. As for India generally I am
astonished at the state of tranquillity in which it is, considering
the magnitude of our opergtions at so great a distance from it.
We hear now and then of spies and conspiracies, which we are
too prone to consider of importance. This I have discouraged
and already I have perceived less excitement about such
matters. It is very well to be on the alert when we find
any attempt to tamper with our native army, but to
make a fuss about spies moving round the country, appears
to me calculated to impress the people with a belief that we
are uneasy in our present position, while the general aspect’
of affairs gives us no reason to be so. I look upon it that our
power is more firmly established and considered far more
formidable in general opinion, than at the conclusion of the-
great Mahratta War. As for troops, as far as this Presidency
is concerned, we hive quite enough for our purposes, and
could spare some in. case of a rupture with Burmah, supplying
their absence by an augmentation of our Police establishments
and Irregular Corps of Horse. I would be glad to see
another Corps of Europeans but it would be more with a view
to a Burmese War than our local security, I conclude of
course, that Lord Auckland will come to an understanding
both with Burmah and Nepaul when we have done with
Afvhamstan A private letter from one of the Secretaries in
Bengal to my colleague, Mr. Anderson,* mentions the Burmese

. Amkr.wn. i think there
wards Goverrbor of Ceylon.

ference is to Sir George William Anderson, after~
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to be more pacific, but this may be the consequence of our
unopposed progress to Candahar. *There can be no doubt of
their hostile feeling at a suitable opportunity, or of the
hostility of Nepaul, and with .these gentry I hope ‘the’
Governor-General will yet settlé accounts. Runjeet was rdllying
a little by the last accounts, but it is not in nature that Ke
should live longs I think his death, now that we flave
done so well with Shah Sujah, would be favourable <& us.
Contemplating that eyent and our unavoidable interference
with the succession in the Punjaub, 1 have written to Lord
Auckland, that we should have an admirable opportunity of
consolidating our views on the Indus. Having Tatta and
Bukhur we should complete our control over the whole course
of the river, by having possession of Attock. The Seiks ought
to withdraw from the west banks’ of the Indus, and Sujah
again recover his authority in Peishawar. We .might say

nothing about Cashmeer but eventually we should look to hold

the passes into that country. I think we have committed an
oversight in not taking all lower Scind when so good a pretence
was given by the Hyderabad Ameers. As it is, we ought to
cover the Indus with steamers, as a means of political security
and commercial adventure, So much for my opinion of
general politics.

Here, I have been employed for many days in reading
what has passed with the Guicowar and the Sattara case. As
regards the former, I do not concur-in what has been done,
though to undo it would make Sivajee more intractable. I

do not see what legitimate ground there was for seizing on

Petland. It had nothing to d¢& with our demands on the
Guicowar, nor has it promoted the settlement of them one jot.
We are if anything worse than before, for Sivajee still will

- concede nothing, arid relies vpon his emissaries in Calcutta

and England. Really there will be no peace with our native
allies, if their intrigues in England receive the s]whtest
countenance, in or out of Parliament. I like not the Petland

- sequestration on other grounds than that I cannot recoomse

our right to apportion it to our own purposes. [t is but a half
measure and has produced no effect with Slvajee I can’

-
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understand our right to set him aside altogether, for a
systematic violation of his engagements, and placing another
on the throne, and to this we must come at last, unless a
‘chr;ncr'e takes place in Sivajee, which I hardly expect. I fear
that (thls strange fine ,upon the Guicowar, had its origin in the
deslre of the good folks here for more territory. They are

‘dceply imbued with a sense of the superior biessings of British

laws and dominion and’notdnsensible to its other advantages.
I have opened my views to °the Council about the Rajah of
Sattara, and they are going fof the sanction of the Governor-
General. I propose to overlook his misconduct, as an_ act of
generosity, and that I shall in person communicate with the
Rajah. The whole affair was made too much of in the first
instance, and the Government laboured to make more of it
afterwards to justify themselves, I perceive that I shall have
troublesome work, both with the Rajah and the Guicowar, as
my policy is not in accordance with the .feelings of those” who
ruled before, and possibly, I can hardly expect much active
assistance from subordinates, though I receive hitherto most
cordial support,.both from Mr. Anderson and Mr. Farish. This
China affair is really most serious in all its bearings. As far

as I yet know, I cannot account for the proceedings of our

Commissioner. [ trust that the question will be taken up
in England without delay. As regards Bombay it must not be

considered as merely concerning the parties immediately

concerned in the tradc, or the interests of the Government,
only with referencé to our opium revenue but as most
seriously affecting our commercial prosperity. Unless some
speedy assistance is affordec;, the general trade and revenue
of this Pre&dency will be seriously injured, and this
too at a time, when the usual spirit and . enterprize of
the place, would have been employed in improving the
new opening to commerce by the Indus. ~ As tp Persia,
we had better lay upon our oars, it will suffer’ by -our
Residency going to Karrack from ‘Bushire, and we need
not Yar with Mahomed Shah on that account. [t will be
time enough when he renews his attack upon Herat, to go
to that extremlt) But I expect that His Majesty will not
be long before Be asks for a renewal of our relations with
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him. I hope that no circumstances will mducc us to surrender
Karrack, a position most essential with reference to the
Euphrates and Baghdad., I cannot but suspect, since Russia
has been foiled in her attempts to establish her influen®e in
Afganistan, that she may turn her attention to Baghdad
in concert with Mahomed Ali Our forces in Scind are
represented as very healthy, ard the climate much superior *to
that at Bombay and its dependencxes. ~Here the weathér™ at
present is very hot and appressive, bting the beginning of the
monsoon. [ often think of the fine climate which I have left,
and of the happy days I passed with you at Erle Stoke. Pray
do me the favor to make my respectful compliments to Lady
Hobhouse and your sister the Countess. May I also presume
to be remembered in the same jferms to the charming,
intellectual Lady Methuen. Be assured at my attention to
your wishes about Captain Stanton, the very first opportunity
that presents itself, he has a claim upon us, from the Whig
principles of his family at Strode. He is in the Ordnance, and
will perhaps have to wait for something turning up in that line.
Heis a goocLo rand a good man, though a regular saint.

Believe me always,
Most truly yours,

{ i

§ g 675’70'3: % (Sd) J. R. CARNAC,
8.+ A Q\V{.ETT SCROPE ESQ ﬂ I TR

*{ . ; BOMBW 20t% fune 1830,

My DEAE;SK—-I bave,had the pleasure to receive your
letter reéémmendatory of Captain Stanton of the Artillery
on this establishment. “The interest you take in his welfare in
common with our friend Sir John Hobhouse, shall not fail to
be attended to the first opportunity which presents itself.
Captain Stanton being in the Ordnance, he will perhaps have

-

'to wait until something worth his. while falls in that line. I

understand that his family at Strode are genuine Whigs, which

! Poulstt Scroge.~—1 presume the geologist, George' Juliuse Poulett who on

his marriage with a daugbter of the artist William Scrope, assnmed the name of his
wife’s family.

»
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coupled with his merits, gives him another claim on my good
offices. 1 shall never forget the happy day we passed together
in sporting at Erle Stoke. You gave me a lesson in shooting
on wiat occasion, and I admlred your dexterity, Begging
my Yespectful compliments to Mrs. Poulett Scrope.

. Believe me,
e o Faithfully yours,
-’ s (Sd) J. R. CARNAC.
PRIVATE. . o
9.—SIR RICHARD JENKINS, G.°'C. B,
and *

WILLIAM BUTTERWORTH BAYLEY, EsQ,,
India House.
. BOMBAY, 1s2 July 1830.
My DEAR FRIENDS,—~Since I came here, I have reason

to know that the family of poor Sir Robert Grant! are left in

distressed circumstances, more so than report stated when I
left England, 1 ask earnestly for your sympathy for them;
he poor man was held in great esteem here particularly by
the Native community and if I may be allowed to judge from

what [ see on record in his cwn hand writing, he must always

have laboured .hard. THt Court .is always disposed to be
generous. I know you both too well to doubt your dispositions
to aid the distressed when it may be consistent with your
public duty. Do let me know that you think Lady" Grant

has at least your good wishes, See what we did for Sir John'

Malcolm’s family. “ Our relief to them did not require us to
go to the Court of Proprietors, Something of the same kind
would be much for Lady» Grant. I have ventured to write

to Sir John Hobhouse,
) Ever sincerely yours,

(Sd.) J. R, CARNAC,
10. -—THE RIGHT HON'BLE SIR JOHN HOBHOUSE, BART.
BoMBAY, 152 July 1830,
‘MY DEAR SIR,—I write a separate note on a subject not
immediately connected with public events in this quarter.

V Sir Avbert, Grant.—The second son of that Calcutta worthy—Charles
Grant. A distinguished alumnus {3rd Wrangler) of Magdalene College, Cam-
b}:!dge Guvernor of Bombay 1834-38. The author of the fine hymn * O Worship
the King.”
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It is to ask your sympathy in behalf of t}:e family of the late
Sir Robert Grant who I have remson to know since I came
here are left in more limited circumstances than rumour stated
in England. My intercourse, more especially with the sarive:
community assures me that he was held by them in high
estimation and the Records to which’l have had access shem
that he was laboriqus in the discharge of his duaties, I belitve
that precedents can be found”f the Court of Directors having
extended their generos;ty to the families of many, who have
held offices in this country cf much inferior importance than
that of a Governor.» Here is a case of peculiar distress, and
I feel persuaded that if you can, consistent with public duty,
you will, do something towards relieving it. You will excuse
my writing you on such a subJect I have ventured also to
solicit my friends in the Chairs, who with your concurrence
would be able to accomplish the object without much difficulty
in the Court.
Believe me,
Very truly yours,
(Sd.) *J. R. CARNAC.
11.—THE RIGHT HoN’BLE SIR JOHN HOBHOUSE, BART.
. BoMEBAY, 152 fuly 1839

My DEAR SIR—-The Mails of April and May reached
us within 7 days of each other, the first being conveyed by
a sailing vessel in the absence of a steamer at Suez, and the
last by the Berenice which returns awith this packet. [ was
dehghted to receive your letters of the- 14th and 15th May,
You may depend on- hearing from me regularly, knowing
the importance of your having bur latest intelligence in the
present state of India, and the feeling regarding it’in England.
There shall be no want of exertion here to maintain regular -

communication with. you in the monsoon months either by

the Red Sea, or the Persian Gulph, but as regards the former
route, to make it certain we should have steamers of ‘greater
power and capaciousness’'to carry coal sufficient to overcome
any obstruction. I have less faith in the safety of the Baghdad
route and at present would always give the preference to that
by the Red Sea. I see that there is a Company on foot in

L]
.
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London on the comprehensive plan of undertaking the
conveyance of packets to’ all the Presidencies and if you are
satisfied of the ability of the parties, it would be a better
arrafigement and would give more satisfaction in India than
the ptesent system. We are strammg every nerve to get the
steamers ready for the Indus—two have been received, and
by ‘the opening of the season,I hope to‘*have them at their
destination. It is of the'first-importance that we should have

as many steamers in the® Indus as we can getthere. The .

Supreme Court here [ am told have declared that it will
put a stop to the construction of the steamers in the Dockyard
owing to the noise, making it, as they say, impossible to carry
on business, I am about to tell them that we will endeavour
to suspend the noisy work during the hours of their settling,
but that the work mus? go on, 1 hope that we shall not come -
into collision on this account with Her Majesty’s Supreme
Court. Sir John Awdry! appears a very gentlemanly man, but
the Queen’s Courts have a very high idea of their independence
and importance, There is another place but the Dockyard
to which we can resort for our purpose until the ships are built,
on a spot a little further removed, but that will not be
without the hearing of our great.law functionaries. I find
Captain Oliver most zealous and useful and seeing what he has
to do, and how much we save by his superintendence and
experience, I am sorry that we reduced the salary of his

situation—he has never said a word to me on the matter

though I originated when chairman, the reduction. We are

now engaged in putting the Dockyard on a footing similar

to establishments of that kind at Home. Much was lost to the s
public by °divided. responsibility and as opportunities occur,

we shall be able to consolidate departments with due regard

to efficiency and economy—our present plan will not involve

any increased expense of which I shall be vigilant everywhere,

But looking to our local position here, and how much is

expeeted of us in consequence, Captdin Oliver’s establishment

should he made as efficient as possible, it is economy in the
end to doso..

V Sir John Awdry —Fellow of Oriel. Puisne Judge of the Bombay Supreme
Court, 18%. ChiefsJustice 1839-1842. Died 1878,
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I have a letter from Lord Auckland of the 16th June,
and his last accounts from the Army were of the 21st of May.
They mention, he tells me, that the climate was oppre=.iVefy”
hot and that there was more sitkness in consequence, but that
grain was falling in price. Convoys, however, are on their
road. Mr. Macnaghten’s letters down to the 17th of May to the
Governor-General (I have seen prwate letters to indisiduals
here as late as the 2oth) are written in 1 excellent spirits and
he is sanguine in his expectat'ions that the greater part of the
Army may returnsto India in the course of three or four
months. This, however, can hardly be calculated upon, but it
shows that we shall have no difficulties of any importance in
Afghanistan. The only difficulty, we have yet experienced in
getting supplies—it was fortunate for us that the Indians did
not follow the example of the Moscow conflagration. Dost
Mahomed by every account is deserted by his followers and
we shall find him as we advance taking flight like his brothers,
but I would rather see him make flight. I am in the habit of
writing Lord Auckland just what comes ugpermost and I
enclose you copy of my last letter to him. What is Persia
about ?—it would seem that Russia in spite of her professions
is still carrying on intrigues by the deputation of the emissary
mentioned in your letter to me of the 15th of May, copies
of which I snstantly dispatched in duplicate to Mr, Macnaghten

-and Sir A, Burnes and also to Lord Auckland. Is Persia

bent upon going again to Herat or has she designs on Bagdad ?
I think ;@s regards that power, we had better lay upon our
«ars, until she renews her aggressive conduct, taking special
care to retain our hold on Karrack, which I’ perceive is
significantly alluded to by Count Nesselrode in his explanatory
letter to the Russian Minister in London. I was much
gratiied to hear of the splendid and svitable distinction
bestowed on McNeil,! who well merits the honour., Of Bahrein
and the Egyptians I have heard nothing, nor do I suppose

~ the Pacha will persevere after Lord Palmerston’s remonstrance,

but I should be disposed to look vigilantly to any mdvements,

Persian or Egyptian, towards Bagdad, We "havé enough. on

our hands at present to deter us from interference® beyond
. * T suppose Sir John MacNeill. The envoy to Teheran, 1836-38.
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India. Let us settle the Afghan affair and then we can take
the rest in detail. Lord Auckland is not without his fears in
regard io the Burmese and Nepaulcse the last accounts he had
of theé® former being of a more warlike complexion than any
wm.ch had preceded them. So long as success. attends us in
Afghanistan, I have no fear of an outbreak°from Burmah, and
I think’we have the means of thrashing him without further
augmentation of our milf’tary‘ establishments, if he or his
friend of Nepaul should be rash enough to provoke us. '

I have indeed, as you remark, plenty to ‘do—the very details.
of this Government have so increased, that attention to'them
occupies almost as much time, as the whole business of the
Chairman at the India Heuse. In these stirring times we have
not leisure to think of any great measures of internal
improvement—instead if they are to involve present sacrifices

for future benefit, we cannot afford them—every resource must -
be seized or we shall be driven into new -financial measures.
It may be dlfﬁcult as it is for the Governor-General to avoid

them when I look to the loss we must at all events for the
present sustain by thé suspension of the Opium Trade in
China. The events at Canton will tend to encourage Burmah
to quarrel with us upon the first favourable opportunity. I
have submitted my view to the Governor-General on the
Sattarah case and proposed an amnesty of past offences.
The whole Council of India are for deposing the Rajah,

and there is no doubt of his guilt. But too much has -

been made of the matter, and we shall stand better in the
eyes of the people of this ccuntry by a generous forgiveness:
There seems to me a strong disposition here and in Bengal
to overthrow Native States. I question this policy, and besides
we have more territory in India than we can well manage.
States created by, or anciently allied with us, should be
preserved, though the conduct of individuals as their Sovereigns
might justify their being set aside. But perhaps we should
not then hear so much of deposing Native Princes, the territory
would not then come to us. I propose going to Sattarah

when the Governor-General sanctions the course which I have

rccomm?:nded. * It is the best chance of bringing the Rajah
to reason—he is deluded by adventurers who plunder him,
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and he is led by them (just as the {Guicawaries) to believe that
missions to England will be sure to protect him from the
displeasure of the Government in this country. I do not knqw,
how we are to prevent such missions, but of this I am sure,
that if they receive the slightest notice or encourarrement_ it
will be in vain for,the local Governments to keep this coyntry
in order. The Guicawar passively resists, because he believes
that he has friends in Parliament tp help him, and he will get
friends enough everywhere as long as he pays for them. He
expends large sums in this way in Calcutta, and probably in
England. 1 fancy that we must take the Guicawar in hand
when we have less to do in other quarters, I hope that we
may not be driven to depose him in favour of another of his
family, but his misdeeds would justify it—he systematically
violates his engagements, and evades explanation when called
upon. He relies on the counsel of a man at Calcutta, whom
he retains as Minister in defiance of our remonstrance, and the
conditions of his treaty, and this man named Veneeram, is
leagued with some European gentlemen. We are generally
quiet in this Presidency—we hear less of plots and conspiracies,
which were magnified into undue importance. Our native
army seem contented and so long as we have its fidelity,
we need fear nothing. I need not tell you my feelings
on hearing of your return to power. How admirably
has our youthful Queen acted! I like her frankness in
expressing her deep regret at losing her Cabinet, and her
firmnesy afterwards. I have set to work to get the horses
Her Majesty has commanded to be procured from this
quarter. [t will be a work of some little time because I doubt
if good horses are-to be had in Bombay, but you shall hear
further on the subject., I have been able to do something

for Captain Stanton, whom you and Mr. Powlett Scrope

recommended to me. He applied to me yesterday, to be
appointed to act in a, good situation about to be vacated by
the person holding it going to sea. I told him he .shduld be
appointed immediately that it was in my power.s You may
be sure that I will look after our friends, onlp let me.know .
the degree of interest you feel in them. [ shallkeep this
open until the sailing of the packet for any additional news
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I may have, the weather has been unusually oppressive, but
the rains are beginning to fall. I can hardly believe from the
difference of temperature that Erle Stoke and Bombay were

places in the same world. .
<. . Yours very truly,
e : (Sd.) «J. R CARNAC.
[ ]

12—~SIK RICHARD ]E\'hINS G. C. B.
s BOM'BAY 3rd July 1830.

My DEAR JENKINS,—I take it as very kind, your having
written to me so fully by the April and May packets. . To
you who have been in'India, I need not say how reviving it
is to receive a letter from an esteemed friend at home. I
cannot expect that with you‘r present occupation, you can give

me time on every opportunity, though inclination and duty

suggest that I should give you regular advice of our situation
in this country. The details of this Government are more
voluminous than I expected, constant attention to them is
requisite to keep all the Departments on the alert and there is
not much leisure for considering a comprehensive measure.

I find my colleagues most willing to aid me and the Secretaries. -

also are able in their respective situations. The weather, since
we arrived, has been oppressively hot, and though the rains are

now falling seasonably, they have not yet much dxrmmshed

the temperature,

Towards the end of this month, I am going with my ’

family to the Deccan, where the climate at this time of the
year is much more favourable., It is preparatory to my visit to
Sattarah with,a view of settling that most perplexing question
I conclude that Lord ‘Augkland will sanction my proposition
of an entire amnesty to the Rajah under certain conditions,
though he and all his colleagues in Bengal have denounced
the conduct of the Rajah very furiously., I feel myself
in a delicate position as regards this affair  The evidence
proves ,'the Rajah to have been engaged in treacherous
correspondence, but the matter was made too much of by the
late Governnlent, and might have been settled in a day, so
supremely Jinsignificant is the power of the Rajah of Sattarah,
The whole proceeding looks as if we laboared to make a case
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against him, to vindicate the first steps we took in it. Here
of course, all hands are for supporting the view originally
taken, and I shall have to work with them against the g~=in,
at which I cannot be surprised. They consider the character
of this Government, as involved in the’ recognition of its asts
in this case, and i} has appeared to me, the best way, and-°the
most dignified course for olr (3evernment, is to overlook the
past, and make a fresh start with othe” Rajah. But supposing °
Lord Auckland agreds to this, the question is, will the Rajah
be satisfied, and if dhe is obstinate, what then is to be done?
[t is unfortunate that these protracted investigations have given
birth to intrigues in all quarters, and impressed the Rajah with
a notion, that he has friends here and in England, who will
support him. Two or three missions have gone to England,
and the poor man has spent a good deal of money in European
Agencies. He has been following the example of the
Guicawar in this respect, and if ‘either of these Princes have

‘an idea that their missions to Europe will receive attention

there, it will be impossible for the local authorities to do
anything with them, while adventurers, of which there are now
many, at all the Presidencies will fleece them handsomely.
Sivajee Row continues sullen, and has not yet thought proper
to communicate with me. There ought to be a complete
change in our position with the Guicawar—the evils of letting
him loose in 1840 are now acknowledged on all hands, and we
should return, in some degree, to what was the system before
that time. I am curious to know the feeling of the Court
regarding the sequestration of Petland. I do not profess to
approve of the course taken, though it was intended as the
milder one to deposition, but it does not seem to have produced
any effect on Sivajee—he relies upon his unprincipled Minister,
Veneeram in Calcutta, and his missions to England. In the
meanwhile the same misgovernment, of which we have so long
complained, goes on. . .

To avoid repetition as to news in this quarter, I épclose
copy of my letter to Sir John, written as you: will see,
in confidence to him, but with perfect freedom.” 1 have no
fears about us in India. Qur power seems to me, much
more fixed than it was when I was here before. [ think
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we might have done well enough with what we had in the
way of force without any permanent augmentation of it. How
thereyenue is to support all these charges, now too that we
must snffer in opium, I leave cleverer heads to decide. This
Presidency is quite quiet,‘and I have discouraged the propensity
I foynd to make mountains of molehills. JFor the first ten
days I was told, that there \sare *conspiracies here and plots
" there, but as I did not encourage talking about such matters,
I hear less about them. We fnust take care to be vigilant,
but not to let the people imagine thad we attach great
importance to every vagabond who chooses to be disaffected.
There is a fanatical sort of conspiracy at Hydrabad (in the
Deccan) and investigations going forward at Vellore near
- Madras. I do not think ‘much will come of it, and I see no

evidence of any tampering with our native troops. But you

know as well as I do, that the native troops at Madras are
the least to be depended upon. Lord.Elphinstone makes an
excellent Governor, which I hear from Nicholls, who would
not say what he did not think—he is considered in talent,
manners and disposition as very much resembling his uncle.
I have heard from him frequently and his letters show, that he
knows much already of India. You will find him, I think, very
soon, rising in public opinion. What will you do about
China ? Surely not put up with the national insult, of seizing

the person of our representative. Lady Carnac and my

daughters join in kind remembrances to Lady Jenkins and
yourself, and I am ever, my dear friend, sincerely yours
R (5d.)) J. R. CARNAC.
I shall write Bayley by the mail of the 18th of this month,
also to Ravenshaw? and Campbell. It will go vid Suez, this
by Bagdad, in which I have not the same faith, -

I 3.—jAMEs ERrSkINE, EsqQ,
DHAPOOREE, 2nd August 1839.
My DEAR SIR —I beg to offer my*excuses for having so
long delayed to answer your favour of the gth of last month.
My silence has arisen from the cxrcumstance of my inability
to write from an inflammation in my eyes, and still I am only

' Ravemshaw, —Possibly John Goldsborough Ravenshaw, Died 6th June
1840. See Buckland.
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able to use my pen with some dificulty. I caunot, however,
postpone the pleasure of expressing to you my thanks for
your communication with my hope'that you will always
address me without the least reserve, either as regards the
highly important duties upon which ybu are employed or_¥ with
reference to your personal wxshes or interests which jt will
afford me satisfaction to promotz-to-the best of my ability.

In assuring you of my perect sense of your zeal and’
ability as a public servant and of the intensity of your feelings
to promote the prosperity of the important province committed
to your administration I have only to add, that if we should
have differed with you occasionally on measures which you
have in the conscientious discharge of your duty recommended,
it has not been on the principle of such measures as upon
the feasibility of acting upon them at once. My various
occupations since I came to this Government, have as yet
allowed me no time to turn my deliberate attention to
your charge in which I feel a deep interest from its intrinsic
importance, and by its having been the stene of my early
labours in this country. I shall not fail to examine into its
present state, and to pay respect to your suggestions for its
amelioration immediately that I am relieved from pressing
loth on my attention in this quarier. [ hope indeed in due
time to make a tour of the Province when your presence
would prove of essential value to me, and therefore you will -
permit me to hope that you will give me that advantage by a.
continuance in your present position should nothing more
advantageous in the service offer; for your employment. I shall
be most happy in the opportunity of making your personal
acquaintance when you visit the Presidericy after the monsoon.
It would facilitate my better knowledge of Katheeawar, if you
can make it convenient to accept of accommodation in the.
Government House during the whole or at least a portion of
the time you may stay in Bombay. Be assured in the mean-
time of my good wishes and entire confidence, and 3llow me-
to venture to subscribe myself. .

" My*dear Sir,-
Yours very truly,
(Sd) J. R. CARNAC..
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I am just about appointing your brother to the command
of the Poona Auxiliary Horse vacated by the promotion of
its oresent Commanding Officer. His character and services
would under any circumstances .have ensured for him this
advancement but it was pleasing to me that the first appoint-
mentaof any consequence made by me, was, in favour of a

relative of my kind friend Tord’ Elphmstone and the nephew

- of one ‘who all revere, My Elphlnstone to whom I am
personally so much indebted.  *

(5d.) o]J. R. CARNAC.
WALTER K. FIRMINGER.

(To ke continued.)

Art, VIL—AGRICULTURAL IMPROVEMENT IN IND!A.

1 AMID the numerous races and creeds of whom India
is composed, while I have sought to unders;and

the needs and 20 espouse the 151terests of each, to win
the confidence of the Princes, to eficourage and strength-
en the territorial amstrocr"'cy, to provnde for the better
education, and ,thus to increase the opportunities of
the educated classes, to stimulate the energies of Hindy,
Mohammadan, Buddhist and Sikh, and to befriend
those classes like the Eurasians, who are not so powerful
as to have many friends of their own—my eye has
always rested on a larger canvas, crowded with untold
numbers, the real people of India, as distinct from any

class or section of the people.
’ ‘But thy poor endure
And are with us yet ;
Be thy name a sure
Refuge "for thy poor

Whom men’s eyés forget.’

*“It is the Indian poor, the Indian peasant, the
patient, humble, silent millions, the 8o per cent. who
subsist by agriculture, who know very little of policies,
but who profit or suffer by their results, and whom
men's eyes, even the eyes of their own countrymen,
too often forget—to whom I refer’ He has been in the
background of every policy for which I have been re-
sponsible, for every surplus of which [ have assisted in
the disposition. We see him not in the splendour. and
opulence, nor even in the squalor, of greatrcitlgs;‘he
reads no newspapers, for, as a rule, he cannot read at all ;
he has no politics. But he is the bone and sinew of the
country, by the sweat of his brow the soil is tilied, from
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his labour comes oné-fourth of the national income, he
should be the first and the’ final object of every Viceroy's
regard.”

Thus spoke Lord Curzon—one of the ablest of
Indi=n Viceroys—in his farewell speech at Bombay.
Indécd the importance of the peasant ip the social and
industrial system of Inaia Tannot be overestimated.
And when we find that in‘Indja out of a total population
of 294,361,056 not less than 195,668,362 are supported
by agriculture and pasture, and 2,850,584 males and
472,630 females are partially agriculturists we cannot
put say that not in vain has India been termed * the
peasant empire.” ) -

The late Professor Fawcett commended the Indian
land-tax to the consideration of the British public
because—to quote his own words—although a very
insignificant portion of our revenue (Z.e., the revenue
of England) is obtained from the land-tax, yet the
principal part of the revenue of our great dependency,
India, is provided by the taxes imposed upon land.”?

[n view of the growing demands of the Government,
the empire, if it is to continue to flourish, or, even, to
exist, must have a large increase of revenue. And the
only source from which the Government can—without
having recourse to income taxes, license taxes, and the
like—derive this increase, 1s the land. The land must
provide for the mighty military expenditure—to a great
extent beyond the control of the Government, the
immense civil expenditure, and the highly organised
and elaborated systems of administration which are

“alikg beyond the wants and the'wealth of our Indian
2

fellow-subjects.”

Y Manual of Political Economy,
Hum2—dgricttural Reform'in India,
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But fro is i i
m the land this increase is not to be got “as

long as through wide provinces all classes of acricul-
turists are crippled by poverty and debt.” S
' “The land revenue;” remarks Mr. Humé),i“ in all
historical periods has been the main financial resource of
every successive Government,, Hindu or Math‘;adan
.VVe have done much for the ‘country, have enormousl -
increased the valuz of prodlfce, yet province for ro>j
vince we are not receiving much more than manyp of
our predecessors, Akbar for. instance, did. Are we
really making the most out of the land? * * *
Most certainly the question, are we making the most
out of.the land, must be answered in the negative ;
but this, not through any imperfection in the existin ’
revenue administration, but because the land itself yield%
nothing like what it should. * * * If, then, our revenu
from land is to undergo any marked development ang
to bear hereafter that proportion to the rest <;f our
revenues that in the times gone by it has always borne
it is to an increase in the produce of the land, to ar;
improved system of agriculture in fact, that we must
look.” ! That at the present moment the land cann
yield more is admitted by ail. *“Many who are mocs)z
competent to express an opinion confidently assert that
the agricultural classes in India, except in the perm
nently settled districts, where an increaserof t}?e lanad-
revénue cannot be obtained, are ndt in a condition
bear a heavier assessment.” * 0
Thus fc?r revenue purposes agricultural reform is’
the one thing needful. It is to the land where “ th
gold lies thickly for the gathering, that the Gover‘nmenet
has to look, and this it has steadily refused to do.”
PR ‘

Y Agricultural Reform in India, -
*  Fawcett—J/ndiam Finance.
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Indeed while moving heaven and earth ‘to scrape
together copper from all quarters of the globe” the
Government has systematically ignored the gold at its
door-steps. Had the Govermment but turned to the
land-=-as it should have done—it would have secured a
few €xtra millions. * These extra millions,” Mr. Hume
justly remarks, ‘ would ‘have made the administration
easy. We should never have heagd of license and
income taxes, hateful to the country, ho.wever equitable
in theory ; famine expenditure would not, as now, have
involved proximate insolvency ; and nine-tenths of the
fiscal measures * * * which have created a more or
less sore feeling in every section and grade of the
community, would have been unnecessary.” * .

Here we should recall the attempt made by Lord
Mayo to improve the condition of agriculture in India. *
He conceived the Department of Revenue, Agriculture
and Commerce “mainly as an instrument for agri-
cultural reform.” And though Lord Mayo's conception
was one thing and the sadly modified scheme that as
the result of vehement opposition he was compelled to
accept, another—he clung to the idea of ultimately
making it “really a Department of Agriculture.” The
little importance attached to agriculture by the Secretary
of State will be evident from the fact that he did not
approve of even this. “Lord Mayo named it the
Department of Agriculture, Revenue and Commerce.
The Secretary of State objected to this, said that

Y Agricultural Reform in India.

? Lord Mayo was probably the only Governor-General who had farmed for a
livelihoxd, and made a living out of it. When he ¢ame of age (he was then Mr.
Bourks), his father (whose elder brother was still living)} could not afford to make
him ary allowance, but rented to him one of his farms to make what he could out
of it. This Lord Mayo farwed himself (* Many a oay," he used to say, “have 1
stood the livelong dgy in the market selling my beets ”') and made enongh out of it
to enable him to attend Parliament regularly from after Easter to the end of the
Session.— Fide Hum®s Agricultural Reform in India,
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Revenue and not Agriculture, was the main object
of the Department, and ordered the name to be altered

" to ‘ Revenue, Agriculture, and Commerce’.” ' So Agri-

culture—the chief source of revenue in India—iwas not
considered important or aristocratig enough to be’named
before Revenue. Such is ignorgnce! Lord Mayaqustill
hoped to convert the Department into a Department of
Agriculture. “ We must have patience,” be used to say,
« it will all come right.” But with-his death * India lost
the warmest, most competent, and, at the same time,
most influential advocate for agricultural reform.” The
Government soon emphasised the ignorance of the
Secretary of State referred to. above by abolishing
altogether the Department of Agriculture. *

The Department created afterwards has not yet
been able to shake off the traditions of its predecessor.
We shall endeavour to show that it has ‘“some truths to
Jearn, some frailties to forget.” |

From an economic point of view the importance of
agricultural improvement is by no means insignificant.
Unfortunately people often lose sight of its importance,
And Mr. Hamilton did well in trying “to impress
upon the public attention, more particularly when, at a
time like the present, the public gaze is so fixed upon
swadeski manufacturing industfies that the all-important
fact!is apt to be lost sight®of, that swadesh: manu-
facturers are themselves almost. entirely dependent
for their success on. the success of agriculture. That
this is so will at once be apparent when it is realised
that the manufacture of swadeskz piece-goods can only

V Agricultural Reform in Indm : ’

* Lord Mayo *“designed the Department of Agnculture and (‘ommerce to
perform for India the double set of duties discharged by the Board of Trade and
the new (1391) Agricultural Department in England. ”—Hunter—Mayo—m the
“ Rulers of India ™ series.

2 3



218 THE CALCUTTA REVIEW.

be successfully established when it has been found
possible to grow suitaBle cottons ; and I may also add
in passing, that when the growing and manufacturing
- problems have been solved, the question of markets
will, be found also to depend on agriculture, for the

simple reason that the great market for piece-goods

is thes agricultural populatidn, and the more flourish-
ing that population is® the morg can it afford to
spend on manufactures. It hardly seems necessary
to mention such self-evident propositions, but-when
the voice of the multitude of counsellors is as the voice
of many waters, it is perhaps well to call attention
afresh to the <still snfall voice’ of first principles.! I
might also here remind you that when you have
captured the whole of the Manchester and Dundee
cotton and jute industries you will have converted into
manufacturers only one million of the 300 millions of India

When the healthy cotton smoke of Bombay has become

still more dense, and when you have doubled the jute
mills which now adorn the banks of the Hooghly, you
will still have to provide for 299 millions that remain.
When you have enriched your country by transferring
some crores of rupees from the pockets of Bengal to

the purses of the men of Bombay ; when you have had

your little gamble and your money has changed hands
and added to the wealth ¢f your country as the money
does which passes on.the race-course, you will still have
go per cent. of your countrymen appealing to. you for

* Truly did Mr. Baines remark, thatin India *“ It is on the peasantry that
the mexchant depends for the bulk of his exports and by whose consumption he
regulates the volume of hisimports. Itis to the peasantry that the artisan owes
_ the chargcter and quality of his outturn, and it is by the verdict of the peasantry,

unspokgn, bat unmistakeably expressed that the results of cur administration must
stand or fall.  The tastes and requirements of the vast rural masses of India are
therefore the thief factors inethe industrial development of the country, and it is
with reference’ to this standard that the supply must adjust itself.”—Paper on
1¢ Industrial Development of India, ” read before the Indian Section of the Society
of Art (Lord George Hamilton in the chair), 17th May 1900.
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help, and how are they to getit? There is only one
way, and that is by increasing the produce of their
fields. * * * India’s economic problem can be briefly
stated thus—What are the wants of her people % They
are these—Food, Clothing, Housing—and these tiree
are one—Agricflture, for qev<3q/;’°the roof over his head
has to be grown by the cultivator. And the cultivator
has to bear not onl§ his own burden, butalso, in a very
real sense, the burden of the Empire.”s!

Agriculture may be said to be the backbone of the
Indian Empire. “ The people of Ind¥. are a dense
population of husbandmen.” Only one-twentieth part
of them live in towns, most of which are overgrown
villages: and of cities there are very few.”? ¢ The
Indian Empire is a peasant empire. Ninety per cent.
of the people live by the land.”* India is the land of

Y

an ill-used race of men that cleave the soil,

Sow the seed, and reap the harvest with enduring toil,
Storing yearly little dues of wheat, and wine, and oil ;
Till they perish.”

We have called the peasantry of India ““ an ill-used

‘race of men.” And they really are so. “ A man to an

acre, or 640 men to the square mile, is the utmost
density of population which India can comfortably
support, except near towns or in irrigated districts.
But millions of peasants in India are strugglipg to live
on half an acre. Their existence is"a constant battle
with starvation, ending, too often, in defeat. Their

_difficulty is not to live Axsmasn lives—lives up to the

level of their poor standard of comfort—but to live at

all and not die.”* Millions are, “ year in and year- out,

! ““Indian. Agriculture,” a paper read before the Inian Industrial Conference
at Benares. . .« 3

* Lilly—7ndia and its Prodlem. :

' Jbid., >

¢ Tbid. .
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in a state of chronic starvation, not knowing from
January to December what it is to eat and be satisfied :
their worm (of hunger) dieth not.”! They work on
insuffisient food, and the burden of their song is :—

“  «Gtrike hard theﬁiturf, oh drive the ploughshare deep,

"¢ And sow that We;"'it"h you; harvests all may reap.” ?

This piteous poverty is so persistent and palpable
that even tourists cannot fail to mark it. In India, says
one of them, ‘the villages are piteous clusters ot: ~mud
walls, daubed around the sides of a thick pond in the
bare earth. Where there should be a village green
there is a patch of ssained dust covered w?th rubbish
and peopled by fowls and dogs, b}r naked .chlldren'. afnd
bony cattle. Cultivation is carried out in despairing
patches snatched from the waste, and the labour of the
husbandman seems infinite. Every drop of water f(?r
these sorry fields has to be drawn from a well in
a bucket of cowhide. Masses of parched cactus

make a poor substitute for the hedge of English

hawthorn or wild roses, and an unsteady tract .of
dust through the jungle takes the place of the turnpike
road of the old country.”®  “India,” he says,

‘leaves on the mind an impression of poorness and

melancholy, even if in some districts cultivati.on. 1s
luxuriant, and if, after thg rains, the country is brilliant
with blossoms which no meadow in England can pro-
duce.” And agai'n, ““Sadder than the country -are the
common people of it. They arelean and weary-look-
ing, their clothing is scanty, they all seem  poor, and
*toiling for leave to live.” They talk little and l.aug.h
less,,* Indeed, a smile, except oh the face of a child, is

uncommon.” .
2

V Digby—{India for the Indians and for England.
b -?%Z Song o}'fthe Plough "—B3fmkersec’s Magasine, May 1873.
¢ Treves—The Other Side of the Lantern.
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The “ common people ” are the vast rural popula-
tion of this * Peasant,Empire.” In spite of the solici-
tude of the Government the agricultural classes of India
are neither wealthier not bettertfed to-day thin they
were a century back.  ‘* Fanfine is the horizdp of
the Indian villager ; insufficient/o0d is the foreground "
“Sir Ali Baba” has drawn attention to his collapsed
cuticles” and remarked—‘{While the Indian villager
has to maintain the glorious phantasmagoria of an im-
perial policy, while he has to support legions of scarlet
soldiers, golden chuprassies, purple politicals, and green
commissions, he must remain tke hunger-stricken, over-
driven phantom he is.” 2

Prosperous India means the prosperity of the agri-
cultural classes throughout the country; thriving indus-
tries must begin with thriving agriculture. ¢ India,”
wrote a writer in the Z¥mes, *“ cries aloud for industries
other than the universal and insecure industry of agri-
culture.”* But when all is said and done India
will still remain mainly an agricultural country—at least
for some time to come. Her natural conditions—the
fatal fertility of her flood-stricken shores which has
made tempests of conquest and tidal waves of nations
sweep across the continent—indicates the lines on
which her industries should be developed. And, as has
already been pointed out, her manu(acturit;g industries
must depend on agriculture. A parallel is to be found

-in the industrial development of America. Speaking

of American industrial problems an English writer
remarks, “ The agricultural part of the problem has
always been, and still is, of greater importance to us than

EY

i Aberigh-Mackay— Twenty-one Days in India,
* Jbid. ’
¥ Zimes on ** Indian Affairs.”



222 THE CALCUTTA REVIEW.,
]

the manufacturing part. Jn the whole range of com-
peting industries there is nothjng in which we have
been So completely left behind by the Americans as
agncult’ure The facta here, *however superficially we
may, exammc them amd however persxstently we may
ignoré their political be‘\\:mgs,‘, are moré€ striking than
those of any other industy. It was as food- producers
that the Americans got their firs start in interna-
tional trade. Their wheat and beef ande cotton exports
provided them with the money to build factoriesand
ironworks. Even yet their largest industries are closely
connected with agriculture,”? :

Roughly speaking agrlcultural improvement means

an increased outturn of produce. That in India con-
tinuous cropping has exhausted—and is still exhausting
—the soil, without endeavours being made to recoup the
failing fertility, is apparent. Where the An-Akbar:
gives nineteen bushels an acre of wheat as the average
yield in those days, fourteen bushels must be taken to
be a high average for good fields (z.e., fields with which
their. cultivators are fairly satisfied) now.* Con-
sequently the income of the agriculturist is daily dwind-

ling. No wonder “in the United Kingdom, where

land is vot superior to ours, and the physical and
climatic advantages not greater, the agricultural earn-
ings per head per annum come to about £4 and the
total earmngs to £ 34, while in India the whole of the
total earnings, including agriculture and all the rest,
come to Rs. 27."”* The physical conditions are not

! Lawson—dmerican Industrial Problems. .

? Thé American farmer’s average yield of wheat per acre is about 1z bushels
sgainst the British farmer’s 30 to 32 bushels, vide American Industrial Problems.
Here the cas®s of India and America are similar. This is an instance of twe
estremes meetihg. They have too much land for manuring, we have too little to
give rest. Moreover the Indian fields produce two crops during the year.

?* The late Mr. Sayani on the Financial Staiement, 1897 (Budget Debate in
the Supreme Legislative Council.)
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disfavourable in India. This Will be evident from the
simple fact that in the ¢ase of a new crop—the potato
—the Indian agriculturist gets about 5 tons”per acre.
The crop of the British farmer tcfo averages from 4 to
5 tons per acre, which is nearly <huble the normal , yield
in the United States, Amerlca/ s

Agricultural reform in india is, in our opinion,
nothing if not easy. People ignorant of the peculiar
conditions of the country and of the agricultural
classes in India make the question complicated and see
wraiths in wreaths of smoke.

Much has been said of the ignorance and conser-
vatism of the Indian cultivators. The patient, frugal
and industrious peasants of India do not lack intelli-
gence. Ignorant they certainly are of the results of
scientific experiments; but they cannot be held re-
sponsible for this shortcoming. Thatin spite of the dis-
advantages under which they labour the crops the Indian
peasants do produce * are surprising, speaks volumes.
¢ So far as rule-of-thumb goes, the experience of 3,000
years has not been wholly wasted. They know to a
day when it is best (if only meteorological conditions
permit ) to sow each staple and each variety of each
staple that is grown in their’ neighbourhood; they
know the evils of banks and shedges, dwarfing the crops
on either side and harbouring vermin, and will have
none of them ; they accurately dxstmcrmsh every variety
of soil, and, so far as the crops they grow are concerned,
the varying properties and capacities of each; they fully
realise the value (though they can command but little)
of ordinary manure, ashes; and the like, and redognise
which are most required by which kind of sthe crops ;
they know the advantage of ploughing, In most cases
as deep as their imperfect implements and feeble teams
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will permit, and of thorougilly pulverising the soil ; and
they also recognise where, with a scanty or no supply of
manure, .it would be folly to break the shallowlying pan.
As formweeds, their wheat-fields would, in this respect,
shamé ninety-nine hundradths of those in Europe. You
may stand’on some high b}rrow-like village site in Upper
India, and look down on all sides on one wide sea of wav-
ing wheat broken only by dark-green islands of mango
groves—many, many square miles of wheat and not a

weed or blade of grass above six inches in height to be.

found amongst it. What is to be spied out creeping
here and there on the ground is only the growth of the
last few weeks, since the corngrew too high and thick
to permit the women and children to continue weeding.

They know when to feed down a too forward crop ; and
they know the benefit of, and practise, as far as circum-

stances and poverty permit, a rotation of crops. They

are great adepts in storing grain, and will turn it out of

rough earthen pits, after twenty years, absolutely unin-
jured. They know the exact state of ripeness to which
grain should be allowed to stand in different seasons ; in

other words, under different meteorological conditions, -

to ensure its Zeeping when thus stored; and equally
the length of time that, under varying atmospheric
conditions, ‘it should lie dpon the threshing-floor to
secure the same object:” *.

Scientific agriculture is a thing of recent growth
in Europe and America—and still a stranger in Asia.
And the poor Indian peasant must not be blamed if—
without an attempt being made to initiate him into the
mysteries ¢f scientific -agriculture—he fails toladopt it
and work pp to'its teachings. The intelligence of the

¥ Hume—dAgricultural Reform in India,
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Indian peasant is evident. *“ The Indian peasant k-nOW_5,
not only how to take prompt advantage of a rise In
prices, he knows also how to quickly recoup himself for
the loss of a market.”! “ Science moves but slowly,
slowly, creeping on from point t3 point.” The prole-
tariat moves even more slowly. But he moves. And

~ we have reasons to, believe that when an attempt Is

made to demonstrate to the Indian peasant the ad-
vantages of sciehtific agriculture, “the fairy tales of
science ” will find in him a ready listener.

As for his conservatism, suffice to say that he has
not been slow to adopt new crdps. Cholam was intro-
duced in India by the Yavanans from Arabia or Africa,
and the crop was cultivated in King Bhoja's time.
Chillies were introduced by the Portuguese, and were
named after pepper ** milagai,” meaning Jliterally pepper
fruit. It was classed among * Visvamitra sristi,” and
its use prohibited in ceremonies, Ground nuts, tobacco,
maize, potatoes, and *probably also sweet potatoes are
importations of a comparatively recent date. *

“Up to 1850, cotton was produced on a small
scale in India, and the total value exported averaged
during the previous five years only 13{ millions sterling,
Ten‘years later, the American war gave rise to a sudden
demand ; and the Indian cotten exports rushed up, till,
in 1865, they exceeded the enormqus value of 37%
millions sterling. This vast amount of money went
into the pockets of the cultivators, who, the moment
that they found a more profitable crop than their old
food stuffs, quickly bégan to cultivate it on a largs scale.
What the American war became to the Bombay peasant,
the Russian war had been to the B'engal.hu‘sbandman.’

' Hunter—England’s Work in India. - N ?
* Vide Mr C. K. Subta Row's lecture on **Indian Agriculture” at a
meeting of the Saidapet Agricultural College Society. .
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The blockade of the Baltic ports put an end to Great
Britain’s supply of fabrics from Russia during the
Crimean °campaign. Forthwith the Bengal peasant
enormpusly increased his production of jute. In 1852-53
before the Crimean war, the whole export of jute
from Baongal was aboyt Liooooo. In 1886-87 it
exceeded six millions sterling, including jute manufac-
ture, an increaseof sixtyfold.” ' This is proof positive
of the intelligence and shrewdness °of the Indian
peasant. o

The Indian peasant is always ready to make an
endeavour to meet the demand for a new crop—when
he finds it profitable. The first shipment of linseed to
England was made in 1835-36 by Mr. Hodgkinson ?,
and to-day we find linseed extensively cultivated by the
average Indian .peasant on his own account. So the
charge of conservatism brought against him is as un-
tenable as the charge of want of intelligence. True he.
is loth to migrate to “fresh fields and pastures new.”
But his conditions are somewhat peculiar. Society
shapes the individual after his own fashion. A sympa-
thetic English writer has explained why the Indian
peasant would struggle as long as he can to live on half
an acre rather than leave his village for undeveloped
fertile tracts—unknown td him. ‘“Among an old-
fashioned rural comnrunity there are grave deterrents to
changing one’s abode. Local ties exercise an influence
which modern Englishmen are wholly unable to com-
prehend, but the recollections of which will live to all
time itr George Eliot's delineations of the English rural
life of half a .century ago. Such ties attain their

' Humer;-Engfand‘: Work in India.

t Jdc Peary Chand Mitter’s - Agriculture in Bengal,” a pamphlet which
" ontains some valuable information.
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maximum strength in India.* They have struck their
wroots deep in the religion, the superstitions, and the
.necessities of the people. The whole social dystem of
the Hindus is one continuous clain, from which, if a
link drops out, it finds nothing to attach itself tq,°and
no recognised ‘place to°fill* * * The migratory
husbandman not only lost hié hereditary position in
his own village, But he was an object of dislike and
suspicion among the new community into which he
thrust himself.” *

Yet the inexorable laws have not proved inopera-
tive in the case of the Indian peasant. They have not
spared him. Nor has he preferred to perish on his -
hereditary holding to leaving it in search of better and
more profitable employment. Every year vast numbers
of people from congested Bengal are drafted off to the
border districts, which, till the British obtained the
country, were left waste through fear of the wild frontier
races. “ These peasants, instead of starving in their old
densely-populated homes, are now earning high wages
on the tea plantations.”? The number of men employed
in the mills and factories is considerable.* The major

portion of these wage-earners comes from the peasantry.
HEMENDRA Prasap GHOSE.

2
(7o be continued.) ?

! Hunter—Oressa.

? Honter—England’s Work in India. ¢ - .

* In the jute mills on the banks of thé Hooghly alone * employment is given
to 200,000 native operatives, whose wages amount to £3,000,000, orsfour and a

half crores of rupees a year”—Cumming’s Review of th ! 1
Frospes in Bemns s lgo’;’ . g iet0 of the fndu:fnal Positson and
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THE hﬂKlRS—-By Sir Charles Lyall., David Nutt, 57, 59, Long Acre,

London. \

THE author is to be cong'ratulateda on giving to thpse

interested in the subject a work of considerable value on this
.tribe of Assam. It is the result of much labour and extensive
study. The only materials to hand were notes by the late Mr.

Edward Stack, who unfortunately died before he was able to put:’

into book form the result of his extensive research. Sir Charles
Lyall in his introductory note points out how unfortunate it
was that the writer of the notes did not live to complete his
work, and it is wonderful that so interesting and instructive a

work is available under the serious handicap circumstances -

imposed on the anthor. The habitat of the tribe is dealt with, '
while its physical appearance and its traditions are fully de-
scribed. A chapter is devoted to a description of the domestic
life of the Mikirs, their houses, furditure,  manufactures. In
chapter three the author treats very fully of the laws and

customs of this interesting tribe, dealing 77 exfenso with, their.

marriage laws. Religion is attractively discussed in the fourth
chapter which also treats of their belief in divination and
magic, while their funeral ceremonies are fully detailed.
Folk-lore and Folk-tales will be found specially interesting
from their quaintness, while®the language of the Mikirs is
minutely treated in .the penultimate section, the last being
devoted to Affinities, the whole work concluding with a

comprehensive and detailed index.
/

. EFFECTa OF WAR ON PROPERTY.—By Alma Latifi, M.A.,, LL.D.,

Macmnllan and Co. s Ld., Londoa.

THE author has placed in the hands of the legal profession
a short wérk which, for its conciseness, will at once commend

itself as eminently useful on questions regarding the effect of -
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a state of war on property. The authof in his prefatory note
says that the work “does not Pprofess to be anything like a
complete treatise on the subject which it discusses” but states
that “ topics which have not hitherto received much attention
from writers on international law have been dealt with more
fully than those which have already been exhaustively treated ?
The work consilts of five chapters,the first dealing” with
‘Property of Enemies and Neutrals on Land.” The second treats
of the effects of Congquest on Property while the next expounds
the law on the property of  Enemies and Neutrals at Sea” The
fourth chapter is devoted to exceptions to the rule of capture
of property at sea while the concluding chapter is devoted to
the inviolability of private property at sea and contains a valu-
able and instructive note on “ Belligerent Rights at Sea” by
Professor J. Westlake, K.C,, LL.D,, D.C.L.

THE MEITHEIS.—By J. C. Hodsom, late Assistaat Political Ageat in
Maanipur aed Superintendent of the State, Ifellow of the]Royat
Anthropologica!l Institute, David Nutt, 57, 59, Long Acre,%London.

ETHNOGRAPHY is the richer to a very considerable extent
by the publication of this work and a perusal of its pages,
no matter how hasty, convinces one of the thoroughness with
which the author has conducted his researches into the history
of the hill people he deals with. The‘work which consists of
227 pages is divided into six sections. The first deals with the

" habitat ‘of the tribe, their appearance (which is described as

to a certain extent Mongolian with a variety of stature almost
European, while the main characteristic is their muscular build,
a fat Meithie being rare. Some of them‘are even described as
good looking while good looking, fair girls with brownish black
hair, brown eyes, straight noses and rosy cheeks are not un-
common), the geographical distribution, origin, affinities, dress,
ornaments, weapons. /Jhe next deals with their occupation,
houses, - villages, furniture, manufactures, implemdnts and
utensils, agriculture, crops, fishing, hunting, food and drink. and
games, Their laws and customs are detailed in the third sec-
tion, marriage rules, inheritance, adoption, teniire cof land and
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i iving spe-
s regulating land and regarding other pr?perty rccelxlin;gt hii '
2'lwl treatment. Section four rélatesto Religion and the Me hies
Japular beliefs, the worship of ancestbrs, rites anc} cer:::gdiné
- Y i monies a
sacri i d, nature worship, cere ne
sacrifices, priesthood, . nies attending
el ivities. In the next sec :

i marriage, and festivit - i
.mth;sfitionsga,nd folk-tales receive ample o'creatmentéajvrvll: :
,Ef:) ecéﬁcluding section treats of the language ;nd :O?v[ e
- % d an interesting sketch o
sseful vocabulary an e of Manpw

ithei i mprehensive  app
’ hei) Grammar with co 1 :
\Mhellte w)ork shows a laudable desire for accuracy anltll ntg
O - -« » e
wctiﬁcation of existing wrong impressions. I.t is exc.:(eiemblz
l.e'nted and well illustrated while its value is consi ably

:hanced by an instructive ncte from the pen of so eminen

e

authority as Sir Charles J. Lyall.

. . l

vinces, India. Clarendon Press, Oxford.

THE fourth vdlume of this excellent his.torical serxeds' wxiltl
be found as interesting as the one imme.dxately preceding
rd g evidence of the same painstaking effort. which we
e d to expect from the author. The opening chapter
e lea{?:e Buddhist Emperor of India, Asoka, and covers
t;eat:e(;iod 272 B.C.—232 B.C. In the next a concise record
the A2

f the years 1482—1530 AD. is found, as also a sketch of
0

the life of Babar, the founder of the Mogul 6IC))ynast3(;. . A;:{hb?,:
’ i w
ise of the Mogul Empire 1542—1605 are dealt w
a‘:d t:itnfvehge the de?:ay of this empire and Aurangzib ::;e
:r:a?ed <;f in Chapter 1V, the period coming doxsx-al tto(; 702. ;ns
t ind\ est of India dilated o
then have the Hindu reconqu' ! ed on and
india’ loits described, while p
Madhava Rao Scindia’s exp : e, s
ing down to 1799 and explains -t e strugg
. :rlr:lzria‘és;n powers of the south, relating the. parts played
‘I;IuHaaidar Ali and Tipu Sultan. In the p?nultlmate cha;;tex;
g aceount of Sikh doings and Ranjit Singh, and the las
a ant rbhar'i«'s back to the middle of the ﬁfteenth. century,
dllzp eucrq\.u::'and the early Portuguese settlements in Indxe:i.
'%heu\?zork Bears the impress of the author’s thoroughness an
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isa credit to him and his publishers. _‘There is not a student
of Indian History who can afford to be without this excellent

series, .

THE BOOK OF WHEAT.—By Peter Tracy Dondlinger, Ph.” D, New

York. OQrange Judd Company ; London : Kegaa, Paul, Ir_ench,
Trubner and Company. Limifed. 1908._—

¢

THE place which wheat occupies in the dietaries of the
world, the wonderful ékpansion in its production in recent years,
the scientific methods directed towards its improvement, all
conspire to give it a place of importance in the economic
history of our day, whi¢h in turn gives to publications dealing
with it an interest that can hardly be overestimated. Much
depends, in any work on sucha subject, whether to practical
acquaintance with its material details, is added that touch of the
higher interest which gilds everything real in life and amply
repays all who have the eyes to see it. Itis not giving too high a
piace to Mr. Dondlinger’s work to say that it will take its place
among the best works that have been written-on the great food
grain of the world, if indeed many, or perhaps any, can rank
quite beside it. There have of course been great treatises on
wheat and wheat production : and if looking at the mere grain,
or indeed any grain, from the engineering point of view, essays
and professional articles may be named, which deal more
exhaustively and more searchingly with some details of freight
charges and transport generally, on the other hand, there is
probablyno standard work which possesses the great merit of
bringing almost every fact worth knowing in connection with
wheat from its cultivation, along the route of its improvement,
its harvesting, production, drawbacks] tfansport, freightage,
storage, milling, marketing, and consumption, and finally its
very bibliography to the mind of the general reader with such
compact and comprehensive illumination, while at the same
time captivating his ingerest, as this serviceable volume in
handy form. That it will find, if properly made known,.)nany
readers outside the large enough circle of those conrmercially
or otherwise professionally interested in wheat, ‘may be fairly
assumed. The work is artistically illustrated. . * o
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THE COMMERCIAL PRODUCTS OF INDIA.—Being an abridgment of
“the-[)ictionary of the Ecozomic Products of India,” by Sir George
Watt, C.L.LE,, M.B., C.M,, LL.D, FL.S, London: John Maurray,
Albemarle Stregt, W.. :

J’{‘NYTHING from thf;pen of the author o‘f this useful \v?rk,
within the region in which he reigns somewlfat. as a soverexgt?,
carries with it an authority, in no way diminished by t e
characteristic candour with which all tktat savou.rs of contri-
butory merit in the work is placed at. the credit of tho'se t-o
whom it is due. Though what is wanted in such a production is

that compromise between fulness and succintness which appeals -

to practical minds in search of knowlf:dgfg, and.indlffe;en;
to the manner and method of its commum.catlon, this latest of
Sir George Watt’s services to the publl? has the ch{a.rm )
excellent arrangement, and is also not without some literary

merit. Hunters  after information know of what enormous:
value a first-class index is. Here, we not only have a com-

pendium, whose alphabetical arrangement from beginni.ng to %nd
makes reference to any known subject easy, but there is behsnhes
a carefully prepared index in which a fairly c.arf:ful search has.
disclosed no mistake of any consequeﬁcz.a. This is a rare rr(;?n:.
in books of reference. In a work of tfus nature—with be.a 1bnl,,
after heading packed with information on all conceivable
points relating to any product of any value, even though great_e;
and more valuable interest may be awakened and fed -by .xts
" contents, than that stirred up by romances and histories
and books of travel—not much service can be re.ndered.to
author or reader by extract?, Some of the mos.t mterf:stmg
extracts would be too leng ; and all would be entirely discon-
nected. - But Gum, Bael, Groum-i Nut,“Tea, Coffee, O}'an%e,
Hemp, . Cotton, Jute, Cattle, I:’lgs, -lek, all{ com}i: lm or
their appropriate notices, a.nd it w11.1 prove 4 w oe:lc:f;le
recreation for the omniscience whlch. knows everything
“der *the sun and a few things above it, to turn up these

d - -
ngeesg and come agcross things which it never heard of
gefore, untess.it had previously sounded the depths of the
“ Dictionary.”
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCAT:ON, 1907.—Vols. 1 and
1l.  Goverament Printing Office, Washington, U. S. A,

*  To attempt to review if detail or even in a cursory manner
this report, which comprises over 1,200 pages, would, with
the space at our disposal, be obviously jmpossible, but a “glance
through the various chapters impressss one with the sttfgen-
dousness of the task entailed apd the thoroughness with which
the work has been accomplished. The first volume deals with
the system of educatioh in the various schoofs and colleges
in the United States, Great Britain and Ireland, in France,
Central Europe, Foochow and other parts of China, in Canada,
Mexico, Uruguay and+Panama. Chapters are devoted to an
account of the educational exhibits at the Jamestown Exhi-
bition, the Second International Congress on School Hygiene,
the Conference for Education in the South and the Southern
Education Board, Everything, in short, connected intimately
or remotely with education is handled in a most thorough
manner. The second volume is devoted to lucid and exhaustive
tabulated statistics, and the whole work comprises a veritable

-encyclopedia of the subject of education.

ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE NORTH-WEST FRONTIER PRO.

VINCE VFOR 1907-08.—North-West Frontier Province Government
Press,” Peshawar.

OFFICIAL reports are not usually interesting reading, but
the one under notice proves a pleasant exception to the rule.
The Province has since its separation been vastly improved
and the tribes on the frontier have learned to respegt the British
raj and power in a manner not formerly dppreciated by them.
Each successive report since the separation has been a record
of improved progress. Trouble which necessitated an -expedi-
tion coupled with drought contributed to the anxiety and

 responsibility of those in authority, while the latter condition

caused considerable sickness. The realization of revenue, con-
tinued gratifying, The satisfactory administration 2of Crimi-
nal Justice which marked previous years was’ un?ortunately
not continued owing in large measure to a .troubled border,
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but contributed to Ry a laxity in the employment of pre-
ventive sections of the ,Criminal Procedure Code. The
administration of the Province, however, taken on the whole
was Gahsfactory and the prestige of the Government amply
upheld, [
¢ [ O
REFORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE UNITED PROVINCES OF
AGRA AND OUDH, 1907-08.—~The Government Press, United

Provinces, A¥ahabad. 0

TS report isa concise yet instructive publication and
shows with what difficulties the Lieutenant-Governor and
his lieutenants had to contend in the suzcessful and satisfactory

administration of the United Provinces, The first part of

the report comprises a' General Summary making special
reference to the lamentable famine which caused such misery
and resulted in so much loss of life ; indeed, it is difficult to
relate or realise the full extent of the evil wrought. Part IL is
devoted to departmental chapters dealing with Administration
of the Land, Pro't.ection, Production and Distribution, Revenue
and Firance, Vital Statistics and Medical Services, Education
and Archaology, while the last treats of miscellaneous matters,
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