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Art.'l.—THE QUARTER.

" “T"HE plentiful supply of rain in the second quarter
“of the year rendered the last quarter of 1908

~ healthy in every way and the city was practically free
from epidemics during the months
under review. The agricultural pros-
pects were also brighter, and altogether we had much to
be thankful for. The’absence, however, of the usual win-
ter showers has Invested the cold weather with more than

" ordinary mildness, and there is the danger that the
entire absence of rain might result in the outbreak of
small-pox and other diseases in the earlier part of

the new year.

The political sky, which was thick with clouds
“during the early part of the quarter,
- brightened considerably during the
latter part, which was, no doubt, due in a great measure
to the sudden change of front presented by a
Government which was at one time regarded as weak
and vacillating. The famous speech of Lord Minto,
deliver?i at Lucknow on the eve of his sudden
return “to Calcutta from the hills, gave great relief
to the loyalists, while it also was 4 decision indicating

Weather.

Political
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that the door was about to be closed down” on sedition
“in Indfas ‘Following almost immediately after that
. memorable speech and toming a;l a bolt from the
blue was the passing in one sittidg of the Viceroy’s
Council, of the Crimes Act, as well as ¢he resorting
toBegula:i(.).n ITI. of 1818 in regard to a number of
influential persons who were removed to unknown
places for having toyed with sedition too long. The
effect was most satisfactory, and many who, before,
had remained silent came out and avowed their loy-
alty. By happy coincidence these’ repressive measures
synchronised with the publication of the scheme of
Reforms which had been foreshadowed earlier in the
year and which vindicated the honour of British justice.

They were received all over® Iddia in the true spirit,

and on every hand were acclaimed as a sign of
strength, and not of weakness, asadvanced by some
critics of these wise measures, and though, of course,
as time goes on there may have to be the necessary
pruning here and there, the value of’ these Reforms
remains ; they have been received with deep gratitude
by the people of this country.

The feeling of the great bulk® of the people has
been reflected at the sittings of the
Congress held in Madras during the
closing days of the quarter. The eloquent and impas-
sioned address of the President laid the smprimatur
on the proceedings which followed. It breathed loyalty

The Congress.

to the core and showed how the hearts of the Indian

people had been touched by the conciliatory action of
the Government. It would be no exaggeraticn to say
that the Congress of 1908 marks the “partin'&of the
ways” between Constitutionalists and Extremisys with
‘the triumph of the former. 4,
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The quarter was signalised by two most impor-

_ tant events. The retirement on 3oth
Coramenant- November, of Sir Andrew Fraser,
Yrom the Lieutenant-Governorship of

Bengal, was the occasion of much appreciative reference
to His Honor’s services to the country. Ih no time in
his Indian career, perhaps did the finer quahtles ot"the
man stand out in such bold relief as during the
last days of his office in India. The attempt on "his
life and his miracujous escape are still fresh in our
minds, and though he had to go about protected at
every turn, he carried himself with a *calmness that
evoked praise on every hand, and he left the scene
of his labours and tnals amid a chorus of regret in
spite of the strong dxsapproval which his policy

-evoked in certain quarters. He was succeeded by

Sir E. N. Baker in the Lieutenant-Governorship of
Bengal, a position which had been rendered peculiarly
responsible owing fo the happening of recent events.
The appointmefit of a strong man at such a juncture
was essential and, therefore, the assumption of the
office by Sir E. N. Baker who is thoroughly acquainted
with the conditions in Bengal was hailed with approba-
tion, the change in the political situation is in

~some measure ascribed to Sir E. N. Baker who is

happily one of those officials who knows how to temper
firmness with mercy and this combination is felt to be
most necessary at the present time!
The sanction by the Secretary of State to the
building of a bridge over the Lower
. Ganges at Sara was received during
the quarter with much satisfaction in Calcutta. Mr. Gales,
the '(}Aef Engineer of the Nilgiri Railway, has been
entrsted w1th the work and ¢ operations will be

The Sara Bridge.
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commenced shortly. The quarter also witnessed the com-
pletion of a number of important buildings, among them
that of the Chartered Bank Building in Clive Street,
which perhaps constitutes the finest buflding in our midst.
We have to offer our hearty congratulations to those
Oingrataltibnss g.entlemeq who have been the reci-
pients of Honours at the hands of

His Majesty the King-Emperor in the distribution of
New Year's Honours, among whom we are glad to

notice, Mr. T. R. Wynne the popular President of the

Railway Board who has been knighted ; and Mr. R. N
Mukerjee, Sehior Partner of the well-known firm of
Messrs. Martin and Co., Engineers and Contractors of
this city who has received the C.L.LE. -

Lord Kitchener, the Commander-in-Chief in India, .

is popularly regarded as a mortal
without the “ milk of human "kind-
ness,” but from recent events which have happened
there is every indication that the popular idea is. erro-
neous. He has shown his consideration for officers,
both British and Indian, in the substantial increase
which has been allotted to their salaries. The conces-
sions have been received with widespread feelings of
satisfaction, and if they have been tardy in coming
they are none the less welcome on that account.

The closing days of the year were marred by one
of the most appalling calamities which
his occured for hundreds of years,

namely that of the terrible earthquake which occurred
in the south of Italy and Sicily, and which has claimed
- about 200,000 victims and the destruction of the capital
of Sicily, the town of Reggio and other places of lesser
importance. The harrowing scenes which occurred have
sent a thrill of horror throughout the civilized'world

The Armmy in India.

Ttaly's Sorrow.
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and every land is eager to render some assistance to the
helpless sufferers. In India we have been called wpon to
assist, and have no doubt the appeal will be readily
responded to by In¥ians and Europeans alike.

An event which cast a gloom over the Western
Presidency was the déath during
the latter part of the quarter”of
Her Excellency Lady Clarke, the wife of the Governor
of Bombay. Himself a striking personality Sir George
.Sydenham Clarke wag doubly fortunate in possessing
in his late wife a lady who captivated all hearts by her

Death of Lady Clarke.

“kindness and constant desire to be a good friend to

fil}l;irrespective of race or creed. That she was beloved
in the capital of her husband’s dominions was amply
testified by the universa) mourning which followed
her demise at Mahableshwar after a painful and linger-

g illness—a mourning which was not confined to Euro-

peans but was fully shared by the various communities
in Bombay and Poond, and no more practical confirma-

_tion of the sorrc¥ felt at her death could have been

offe.red than the closing of all the native places of
business on the day’of the funeral. A fund has been
started to perpetuate her blessed memory by some

- suitable memorial and is being largely subscribed to.

- It was thougb} at one time that in consequence
of .Lady Clarke’s death the Governor of Bombay would
relinquish his appointment, and the leading papers in the
Western Presidency struck the kéynote of the popular

. feeling when they said that such a step would be regard-

ed as a calamity. The fears entertained, however, have
prov_ed unfounded, as His Excellency has determined, in -
the face of his great grief, to continue at his high post of

- duty. el/ his talented daughter he possesses one who will
in

be ak.)l some measure to take the’place of her mother
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inasmuch as she has already identified herself in a large
measure with the people of the Western Presidency.
Inno part of India, perhaps, was the political situa-
tion fraught with more danger than
in the Western Presidency, which
has long heen the hot bed of sedition though it did not
" manifest itself with the same amount of effervescence as
in Bengal. From time to time we had evidence of this
and the directing hand was well-known in official circles.
Bal Gungadhar Tilak’s residence at Poona was one of the
headquarters of the conspiracy movement against the
British Raj, ahd it was fortunate that Bombay possessed
at the critical moment a strong Governor in the person of
Sir George Clarke, who nipped the movement in the bud
by removing the most dangerous figure, alike from his
popularity, and his resources, from India. The same ruler
soon after indicated his strength and purpose by reducing
the sentence of transportation in consideration of the age
of the man.who had been one of the chief organisers of
" the movement having for its object the “bverthrow of the
. British Raj. The removal of Tilak was accompanied by

A Trying Time,

wild demonstrations of lawlessness, but this was only a

passing madness. The people realized, véry soon, the
"“error of their ways, the tempering of firmness with mercy
‘had had a wonderful influence and the close of the
_quarter saw the restoration of the most harmonious rela-
tions between rulers and ruled..
\ An epoch-making event, which took place during
' ~ the closing days of last year, was
the meeting of their Excellencies
, - the Governors of . Madras and
Ceylon at Paumben in connection with the proposed
" Indo-Ceylon Railway, »id Rameswaram. Tb% Indo-
* Ceylon connection has been talked and written® about

"The Indo-Ceylon Con-
ngcﬁon-
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for years, but the multiplicity of proposals put forth
from time to time looked as if it would nots be an
accomplished fact for many years to coms. It is owing
to the enterprise shown by the South Indian Railway
Company that matters have at last come to a head and
the connection is now assured of accomplishinent in.the
near future. While various suggestions werk being made
as to the shape this connection was to take, the South
Indian Railway extended their system to Madapan, and
continued it again across the island of Rameswaram, the
only remaining link to complete the connection with
Ceylon comprising the crossing of the small strip of

- water between Mandapan and Paumben, the 23 miles

between Rameswaram and Manaar, and the construction

~of a line from the maiil line of the Ceylon Railway

from Madawachi to Manaar. At the conference which

~took place at Paumben their Excellencies had the advice

of Sir T. R. Wynne, Chairman of the Railway Board,
and it was no doubt due to that gentleman's wide
knowledge of tha subject that matters have been ac-

 celerated. His Excellency the Governor of Ceylon, as

the outcome of the conference, has sanctioned the con-
struction of the Railway on his side, and it is expected
that the Madras Government will give early. sanction
to the construction of a swing-bridge. over the
Paumben Straits and the inauguration of a ferry service
between Rameswaram Island and Manaar. The dream,
therefore, of a through service between Peshawar and
Colombo will soon be realized. That it will when
finished, solve the Labour Problem which has confronted

_the premier Crown Colony for some years back, is a .

foregone conclusion.
Ths Report of the Health Officer of Calcutta,
' Plague! ’ received c.luri.ng the. quarter, makes
. us feel justified in entertaining

-
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the hope that we are within measurable distance of
exterminating the plague, if the facts and figures given
in the report by Dr. Pearce, Special Health Officer to
the Corporation, for the year endigg 3oth June 1908,
correctly represent the present state of things. In this
report we, ‘are told that the plague mortality “was the

" “lowest on redord since plague first visited this city.” A

stgik’ing feature of this report is the fact stated that
the virulence of the disease suddenly subsided at the
height of the epidemic. This will be better under-
stood when it is stated that there are two well-defined
periods, the® ‘““quiescent” and the ‘‘active.” The
latter extends from March to June; and it was in
April 1908 that there was a sudden cessation ‘in its
virulence. Dr Pearse accounts for this as follows :—
« The reduced mortality seems to have been due to
the lessened severity of the outbreak, and not to an
equal reduction in mortality throughout the successive
stages of the recrudescence.” ’ ' '

The tables relating to the incidens of the disease
throw a lucid light on the indiscriminate nature of the
attacks. ‘“From 20 to 60 years,” says Dr. Pearse,
“ there seems to be an equal susceptibility to the disease.
Youth is a small protection, but old age none. The
mortality is greater at the extremes of life, and espe-
cially in old agg.” The ‘“caste” tables show that
Hindus are more susceptible to the disease than Maho-
medans and Christians ; the deaths being 1,458, 345
and s, respectively. -

The Committee appointed by the local Government
to revise the Calcutta Building Regulations recommend-
ed that the floors of all warehouses used for the storage
of articles intended for human consumption stg)uld be
paved with some impermeable material, and this asumed
concrete form during the quarter, - .

Art. I.—A MERE PREFACE,
PAST-~PRESENT—AND FUTURE.

They sle'ep—t/:e long lost dead who went before

But they have left a stirring, moving score

Of men and women, of their thoughts and t’u'ngs,

Which, as we ponder, mantle us with wings

Wherewith we fly back on a pictured past, :
. No longer mummied—quickened, throbbing, cast

In moulds that do not so much shape as grve

o byegone forms the power once more to live.

And as we look and dream and dream and look

Upon the pages of the time-worn dook,

LEither we go back or they forward move,

And meeting, in a mgdway focus, prove

That we are they and they are we, a token

Of mystic oneness never to be broken ;

A ' unity of race” never undone

While seasons come and go and ages run.

And as the faded page eyes keenly scan,

Ears hear “,tln's 1s the brotherhood of man.”

ThE device of,fall,ing asleep and awaking after years
to find a world changed, so changed as to snap heart-
strings tied to an endeared past, has already proved the
theme of touching romance. The trick of projecting
imagination forward, and picturing men and women,
and the web they weave into the society of some time to
come—the further off the more enthralling—has also
taxed the invention of the literary corjurer, and amused
and beguiled his audience, Whether of these two is the
more fascinating occupation, for minds in which reflec-

.‘tion and emotion struggle for mastery, may perhaps

find its solution, or some approach to it, in the first
article on, the “ English in India” republished bodily
from thé first number of the CALCUT"TA Review. This
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article by an unnamed writer of keen insighy, bright im
aginatipn,,and fine power of expression, is placed before
the Anglo-Indian public of td-day with, letit be frankly
confessed, a twofold purpose. One is to give a practical
illustration of the success with which the first Anglo-
Indian quarterly, with any pretension to rank with similar

~={;3t class® productions at Home, at once enlisted the

best literary talent available in India for its pages;
maintained this high tradition from year to year;
reflected the varying phases of Anglo-Indian life with a

success not to be called in question; and has survived, -

in this ‘land of regrets and fleeting conditions, for a
period of more than sixty years. The other is to enable
readers of to-day to recall a past in which every Anglo-
Indian, worthy of the name and of the social bond of
which we all form aspiring, even if sometimes per-
spiring, units,is or ought to be deeply interested. Our
forbears have lived their own life in conditions “which
once differed much from those whiclh; mould us, or perhaps,
as the poet sings, give life to the forms in which we
appeal to others of the same or of other times. But if
the resemblances which this old world story recalls are
not few, the contrasts which it draws are many. Merely
touching lightly on a few political incidents, in order to
fix the period of his starting point, the writer plunges
in medias res of the social life of another day. He
-rejoices to note that, whereas letters once took from four
~ to six months to reach Home, in his time they took only
five weeks, and he glories in this “rapidity of communica-
tion.” What would he say to our seventeen days? He de-
lights in the remembrance that, whereas once wives were
- few in this land of exile, while 4efasra: abounded, in his
‘happier days the kaleidoscope had been turned and had
preséntedahealthi;er picture, showing a growing yeversed

L]
3
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disproportion between children who could rightly claim a
father’s sacred name and others who could not. He
touches also on the differente between the days when even
such a man as Shore came out on a salary of Rs. 8 a
month, and others like him were allowed to amassin trades
fortunes which could not be accounted for by, multiplying

the amount of their salaries by the period of thar servisg,—..

and the later period, sixty years ago, when the pagoda
tree had ceased to be shaken, and men, if determined
to obtain wealth, had to devise other methods of
doing so. The distractions of a voyage Home and
back, in his *“Then and Now,” are pourtrayed with
a master hand. A philosophic note is struck in a
remark on the “home-going tendency,” which even in
1844 had begun to scparate Anglo-Indian minds from
Indian interests, threatening an age of aloofness which
has unhappily since come upon us with all its drawbacks,
and widened almost if not altogether into a yawning gullf.
“The race of genyine old Indians” he sighs, alluding
not to natives of,India but to the men of our own race
who mostly livé€l and died here, or if they went Home,
went after greater Intervals of time, and rarely before
they had become wealthy, jaundiced, and almost without
livers to speak of, *is nearly extinct.” We sing the same
tune to-day, but in a sadder minor tone, which has some-
times the same echo with a deeper meaning, but oftener

“alas ! has to be pitched ina shriller keyawith a significance

allits own. What would he think, what would he say,
if, after dwelling on the vastdifferences which distinguish-
ed the miserable dwellings of 1700 with the ¢ palaces ” of
1844, which had sprung up in our capital cities, he could
look on the majestic piles of buildings which entrance the
eyes of ordinary spectators, if they sometimes strike
down into the hearts of Engineers who have to calculate

. \
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stability of foundations in a city built on sand. The
candid mapner in which quotatxons are made from
authentic’ records—some written by the very relatives
and descendants of men whom theyt:name—disclosing
the different rates of salary drawn at different .times
by peaple who have become great in history—and
~=eWshowing ,how these heroes had to give salaries
to servants or make other payments, the aggregate of
which exceeded by large amounts the allowances which
they received, is rather entertaining. Of course there
was a sort of lawful trade which was winked at, aswell as
unlawful perquisites which were blinked over. Itisin
some cases left to the charitable to describe later opu-
lence to either source, and there may be no need to-day
to discriminate. “ Even beforé Clive’s first administra-
tion the condition of the young:er servants of the Company
was not one greatly to be coveted.” Perhaps the same
language may, for different reasons, be applied to their
successors of our own day. Once up»n a time, in order to
restrain extravagance, ‘‘the services ofya chattah-wallah
" Y
were prohibited by Government” and the use of lace on
male garments forbidden, not for peekaboo reasons, but
for its costliness. In 1844, it is *said, “ there is more
Christianity in India now-a-days ;" but where it was stock-
ed is wisely not made known. We all know that a Civil
Servant’s wife gets a pension of 4300 a year, but to be
assured that thi$ circumstance was translated by
“ husband hunters "into a statistic that the budding states-
man was worth that much, ““dead or alive,” is a cruel
reflection upon fair women, some of whom, even when
drawing that pension, have given it up to marry a second
husband with no such insurance tacked on té his wed-
ding garment The answer to the riddle “ How long
does a widow mourn for her first husband? '~ namely,

A MERE PREFACE—PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE. I3

“For a second "—may or may not be true, but may betray
a far deeper and much nobler instinct than covetousness,
which is idolatry. It is cettain that the divisions of
Anglo-Indian Society were more marked in 1844, and
even later, than now. In 1859, at a great famine fund
meeting, Sir Bartle Frere msolently referred to Mr,
Peterson the leader of the Calcutta Bar, wilo had made
some remarks before him, as “ the person ” who had said
so and so—an indiscretion which the local press resented,
and which no Civilizn would repeat to day, when money
is the secret of all influence, opening the door of Society
to anyone who sells things for more than he pays for them,
and grow rich on the difference, Commerce is a real
power which is recognised at Government House as well
as in the Legislature where, whether it redeems its op-
portunities, is a question which is never raised in the
Carcurra Review, and will never beanswered anywhere,
until the expectatxon of the revelation of the secrets of all
hearts is fulfilled. Care has been taken to quote as little
as possible fropthe charming article reintroduced to the
Indian public’ in this mere preface, which is designed to
whet the appetites of all lovers of letters and of Anglo-
Indian story ; and to inspire, if possible, in minds in
which it may not exist, an appetite for the one maga-
zine which has enshrined the talent and genius of
Anglo-Indian Sdtiety from one of its exrly days until now.

. HisToricus.

————

THE ENGLISH IN INDIA.

ART. L.—1. Anglo-India, Social, Moral, and Political ; being a
collectlon of papers from the Asiatic Journal. 3 vols. 8va
Lordon. 1838,

. Soctety in India, by an Indian Officer. 2 vols. 8vo. Lowdon.
1841. \
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3. The Stranger in India, or Three Years in Calcutia, by
G. W. joknson, Esq. 2 vols. 8vo, London. 1843.

4. The Bengall;e, or Sbetc/zes.of Society in the East—a new
Edition 2 vols. 8vo. Calcutta, 1843.

. Not very meny years have passed away, since even well”
~infgrined peeple in England knew little more about an Anglo
Indian, than that he was very rich—very yellow—and very
ill-tempered ; that he dwelt in a country where fevers and liver
complaints were abundant, where tigers and mosquitoes preyed
on the human race, where hookahs were smoked and widows

burned, and curry eaten and wealth acquired; that he left

England young, healthy and poor, and came back old, decrepit,

and rich ; that hespent a life of luxurious solitude and wretched-
ness, and brought home his ill-gotten wealth, to bestow it after
a few years of isolation and discontent, upon some distant rela-
tive, or compliant friend, who had invested his patience in a
profitable market, and borne with the*old man’s humors to the
last. These liver-decayed old Indians were principally useful
in bad novels and worse comedies. They appeared, in the third
volume or the fourth act, to make a virtuous maiden happy for
life, or to disconcert the schemes of some unprincipled nephew
(for it will be observed that in novels and_comedies old Indians
are always uncles) to the consummation ¢&® poetical justice and
the advancement of public morals. Of Indg itself little more
was known, than that Calcutta and Madras wdve, somehow or
other, two of its principal components; tha) the climate was very

hot and very unhealthy ; and that the Great Mogul, the hero’

of the playing cards, was one of its most*magnificent potentates.
Whether Madras was in Calcutta, or Calcutta in Madras; or
whether they were contiguous cities, like London and Westmins-
ter; whether Tippoo Sahib was the Great Mogul, or whether
the Great Mogul was one of the Princesses of Oude ; all these
were questions, whichsonly the very knowing were competent
satisfactorily to solve. We have now before us a novel, written
just a quarter of a century ago—one, too, which enjoyed some
popularity in its day—wherein the heroine is said to have pro-
ceeded to Madras up the River Hooghly ; and another party is
described as spending his time between Calcutta and Madras, as
thongh they were as close as London and Hampstead. We
quote this as no solitary instance of the amount of knowledge
possessed even by book-writers, when we were some few years
younger than we are now It is not to be forgotten that a
certain reverend poet, novelist and dramatist, conspicuous less
for his talents in either gf these capacities, than for his intense
. - L]

+
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admiration of a profligate monarch, commenced his greatest
poetical work with the notabl2 line— '

There’s glory on thy mou.ntains, pto{xd Beng::l !
Bengal being about as famous for its mountains, as the.Pays-

Bas ; but not more so. We need not multiply examples. Whilst

writers undertaking to instruct the public, mianifested this

amount of ignorance, it is not surprising that mcre ordibory, -~

people, in the intercourse of daily life, fell into the most egregi-
ous blunders—confounding the three presidencies; conceiving
India to be one small integral principality traversed in a few
days ; entrusting to a Bengal cadet or writer, letters or parcels
for parties at Bombay, with strict injunctions to deliver them in
person ; enquiring from a returned Bengallee after some denizen
of Madras, whom, of course, he “ mustz know "—all these things,
we say, were not to be wondered at, even although there were
few respectable families in the country, not connected, through
some of their members, with our glorious dependencies in the
east. .
Until within the last tenyears, the communication between
England and India has been both slow and irregular. The
establishment of a line of steam-vessels, reducing the distance
by two-thirds, and conveying not only mails, but passengers,
from India to Englandjn little more than a month—this, follow-
ing close upon the renewal of the Charter, under which the
country was thrplvn ‘open to adventurers of every class—has
increased, in an £€normgous degree, the amount of passengers and
letters, despatched to and from India; and by giving a propor-
tionate impetus to the local press, still further multiplied the
sources of information thus thrown open to the mother country.
The number of letters, despatched every month, by the Bombay
steamers, exceeds thirty thousand ; the number of printed papers
ten thousand. Many of these letters and papers are delivered
in London five weeks after they are despatched ; and in little
more than two months an answer to a letter sent from Bombay
may be received at that place. ™ This,rapidity of communica-
tion, coupled with its certainty,* is an extreme provocative to
frequent corresspondence, not only between parties engaged in
business, but between private individuals. In former years a
letter was four, five, six, perhaps, sevenmonths on its way. “We
are now,” yrote Sir James Mackintosh, in 1803, * within five days
of six months from the date of our last London paper;” and again

in 1811, *“ seven months from the date of the last London News.” -

* It is very, very rarely, that an Overland Mail miscarries; the Memmnon Iron
Steamer, with the Indian Mails of July, 1843, wag lost near Aden, and few of the
boxus were saved ; but a similar mischance had not Sccnned for many years.



16 THE CALCUTTA REVIEW.

Ifan answer were received within the year, the letter-writer

thought *himself fortunate. This was disheartening and repell-
ing. Correspondence, even between intimate friends and dear
relatives, soon flagged ; fell off by degrees ; and ere long ceased
altogether. Parties in England, or in the interior of India, had
no knowledge of the date of a vessel’s departure. *Hence further
delays. A letter was, perhaps, several weeks, lying idle at the
“«cneral Poft Qffice, or in the duftur-khana of a Calcutta agent.
After this long rest, it was probably despatched by a vessel bound.
for several intermediate ports, and did not reach its destination,
until other letters of a more recent date had been received. All
this was vexatious, in the highest degree ; and as regular corre-
spondence was out of thequestion, people soon began to meditate
on the expediency of abandoning that, which was fraught with
so much inconvegience and annoyance. The establishment of a
regular Steam Communication between the two countries has
remedied all this, and made every Englishman and English-
woman, in the three presidencies, a periodical letter-writer,

The rapidity and regularity of the communication between
the two countries induced, at the same time, a greater
desire after Indian news. The number of local journals
despatched to England was soon multiplied. A class of pub-
lications, unknown before, sprung up, and in a short time
acquired a strenuous vitality. Papers wile prepared, expressly’
for the Overland Mail, containing a summeazy of the month’s
news, and issued on the morning of Post-dvy. These were
despatched, in large numbers, by Indisn residents to their
friends at home. The British press soon began to perceive the
importance of obtaining the earliest and most correct Indian
intelligence. The leading morning jourrfals secured the services
of clever and experienced correspondents at Calcutta and
Bombay. These writers despatched their letters, containing an
abstract of the month’s news, and the most interesting extracts,
afforded by the Indiam journals, to the care of an agent at Paris,
whose business it was to forward the despatches to the coast by
a special courier. Thus the French mail was often anticipated
by several hours. Second editions were published ; and the
Indian news, for the time, was even more talked of than the last
partisan debate in Parliament, or the state of the poll at a
pending election. .

It must be admitted, however, that much of the interests
which has lately been attached to the news from India, owes its
birth to the important and exciting character of the events,
which have been enacted in the romantic countries beycnd the
Sutlej and the Indus. f The history of the English in Ingdia,

'
e
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during the last six years, is one of extraordinary mt?restf._
The chronicles of the whole, work do not furrish a series o
more vivid and exciting scenes of picturesque arfare. Con-
templating the whole, it is difficult to believe, that we azie'nvot
poring over some highly wrought narrative of .ﬁctxntmus adven-
ture. “ Truth s strange; stranger than fiction. Thtz siege
of Herat—Herat, wrested from the grasp of the 1ersx§n,
by the wondrous energy of a young British o(_ﬁcer,* who chanteé‘
guided to the “ gate of India,” threw hxmself.mto the beleagure
city to revive the failing energies of the besieged, and su'sta;]n
them unvanquished, until diplomacy had done Fl}e rest ,k;t e
assemblage of the “ Army of the Indus ;” the mag‘mncent gat ber-
ing at' Ferozepore; the march of the Bengal and Bombay
columns of the grand force, through an unkr}owx_x and dangerous.
country ; the triumphant entry of Shah Soojah into Candabar ;
the capture of the stronghold of Ghuznee; the preparatxor‘xis
made for our reception at Urghunde.ez where Dost Mahomed,
having drawn up his guns in position, was basely @e@efrt;z1
by his followers ; the flight of the Dost ; the pursuit oi the
chivalrous Outram ; the progress to Caubul; the mummerl;s
enacted there ; the march to Bameean; the passage of the
Hindoo Khboosh; the return of the Bombay Tioops ; the cap-
ture of Khelat; and the death of Mehrab Khan; the Iull,
the deceitful calm, and then the re-appearance of the
Dost, the assemblage Jf the Oosbegs, and the rising of 'the
Kohisthanees ; the yictory of Bameean ; the defeat of Puruém—
durrah ; the last p{ﬂllant charge of the Ameer, and the surren eré
of the single horsemangin his dress of goat-skin, at a momen
when the pale face of panic was watching despairingly the pro-
gress of events. Have we not here the first volume of an cxc1t;_
ingromance? Itawoke the slumbering interest of the pe?ple o
England. Peace had girt us around for many a long day ; there
was “ a pin-drop silence ;” and the trumpet of war was heard from
afar, heard for a time even above Fhe din of‘ sonorous factlohn.
.Country gentlemen were seen looking' at their maps ; and tbe
works of Elphinstone and Burnes were diligently sought after by
all the oracles of the Town. Diners-out crammed themselves with
forced-meat balls of Affghan history and geography ; and mem-
bers of Parliament learnt just enough to enable them to expose
their ignorance to the world.

* Thi ri hen the sad tidings of Eldred Pottinger’s
early dza};ll: lii?:l:le?it éifgul?:.g “S?rt::gev:har htc should havegbeen the first actor in the
Afighan War and the last in the China War ; that he should bave been the prologue
of the one and the epilogue of the other ; that he should have defended Herat against |
the Persians, and that to him should have been entrusted, for conveyance to Englan.d,
the supplemnentary Chinese treaty. Sad, that he should have escaped all the perils

of the war in Affighanistan, to die from the effects of the accursed climate of one of
our new Chinese Golgothas.
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Atthe same time, another
n » ano great drama was being e i
g::aftmé zz;lsttr-;;ogg,i :gc;,rwhlsh ex’;i;cd even more intergéstn ?lf:fldtl?;
: As agedy. ,The war with China b
This was eminent! i o intoract,
y calculated to excite not only i
alarm. People, as they lai i St cap, ook
le, y laid down their breakfast cu
:zn;; nt(l;i vx;r::%rzglpgt a‘i):[ifl?' tgtre?dhhgw Commissioner L?x;: rl;gdtgl?:f
_ mar tott, sighed as the thought stol
r.lac.’t:gi;hgefggi.lé): ;110 n(:iore tez;l.” of Athanist%n theyehz‘;le{cg;ﬁ
» belore bngiand marched an army across the Ind -
Slo:c;::; ;fleg;{qéggtn;onarch;hand even then they cared litl;;et:bg&
y s something to talk about. But Chi -
2?1?:& l:}x;new. that China yielded us our Hyson and Boilnez—'e::ge
e at ltt was famous for roses, pigsand porcelain ;an:i a few
ddin ir?k?al}_?ilt]: :tfs 1v$:e'ydtoys, gre;erved ginger, and damask silks
its, eemed that the men ig-tai 1
that the popularadmiratio i e PiEorany ond
th : n for little feet, or the inh -
gsrali:itiles of the Chm_ese dames to elo;;e from theiriegril:inrl);ct)c
ans, rendered it necessary that the Ladies should be
interesting place and an interestine
4 people ; and wh
g:;rliet gzt;vl; rengr(t)}slsed n;)ore of theopopular a’lttentignei?l Et:l:leglxé
on the other side of the Indu
: s. The lead
bz!;zél,ovlzutthnottl kept. The C?ubul insurrection, in all its fma;rs
thay fourl;d :heﬁg:l of the British representatives. Suddenly:
lves girt around wfth rebellion; fi
;l;l;gthtgaﬁguivegozde. v’I"h’c}r;1 began the scxt\);d vo?tfmerifirl;:
» ance, e rising of t§e Ghilzi
march of Sale’s force—the atta g i ot ot
X ck upon tde city—the murd
flltra 3}31 B;xgnes—-—the beleaguered cantonmentsy—the blo:k:(;:c;'
spiritle: f? gathering of the enemy on the heights—our
spir stai :at;);rtls t;;htixslodlge tll;e;n—thé deadening effects of cold
ar —the melancholy vacillation of th ili
authorities—the negociati ¥ Fcolome
g ions of the Envoy and the insol
g;:.h :(r:]eeng);&—i-{gﬁ :r?;:ia;cr% at Charekar—the intervie\?vmiw?i?lf
— oody scene which ensued—th
:)t;essc;:f?atid ai_rrlr]ly from Caubul ; the terrible butcheerym?::htl?:
B ! tﬁ ?1 (:*Ifs Ghuznee ; and the captivity of our country-
womer calcu?at eact; ingf éheb“ relentless” Affghans—here were
! ¢ ee ut too well, to fill th
Englishmen* with pi ’ i 4 e gearts of
) r pity and dismay; and to excite t
E::lngxlt :;iesrzsftc;;nc;ng .tall ctl)zsses of the community.h éN!::lx?::
had ‘ at Britain been turned, with suchl ea
;r:‘tccl:rﬁfe expectancy, towards the countries of the eas?geéh?::
e Jeopardlsec.l tea were for a time almost forgotton. '
when ﬂx; :vzi n:he 1;1teres_t thus engendered much diminished
y o rt;mbutmn set out on its perilous march to
D

crippled. China and the Chinese ,had in fact been ever an
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inflict upon the Affghans “the punishment of their crimes.” And

here begins the third volume of.this remarkable romarice, *open-

ing nobly with the defence of Jullalabad. The interest scarcely

flagged for a moment—east and west, exciting scenes were en-

acted ; the gathering of the advance of the new army at Peshawur,

the first attempt to throw reinforcements into Jullalabad ; the

repulse of Brigadier Wild; the arrival of the main’body of the
new Caubul army ; the forcing of the Khyber ; the reli2f of the.
« [Ilustrious Garrison;” the no less memorable exploits of the
army of Western Affghanistan; the negociations with the
enemy ; the halt at Jullalabad; the failure of carriage; the
repulse, on the other side, of General England ; the lost laurels
regained ; the junction of the two forces to the westward ; the
simultaneous advance of Pollock and of Nott ; the re-capture of
Ghuznee ; the conflict at Jugdulluck ; the triumphant entry into
Caubul ; the recovery-of the prisoners ; the destruction of Istaliff;
the return of the combined army; the festive gathering at
Ferozepore ; and, as a last scene of all to end this strange event-
ful history, the restoration ,of Dost Mahomed, whom we had

risked so much to depose. !

Here was enough to excite even apathetic John Bull, at a
distance of some thousands of miles. The English journals
teemed with particulars of these momentous events ; the arrival
of the monthly mail was-anticipated with painful anxiety ; hun-
dreds of families had,been plunged into deepest sorrow by the
tidings of the terrific massacre in the passes ; hundreds presaged
with fear and trembling, pimilar calamities, when the second army
entered Affghanistan. Even Parliament condescended to bestow
a passing notice upon the far-enacted drama ; and for a time the
chief actors furnished thé print-sellers* with subjects, and the
Leo-Hunters with red-hot lions. Thousands of copies of the
< Narrative ” of Licutenant Eyre, and the ¢ Journal” of Lady
Sale were sold in a few weeks; and against that “monster ?
Mahomed Akbar, young ladies lisped veungeapce with their
rosy lips, and old men mumbled it with their toothless gums.
People, who a fe years before did not know very distinctly
whether Caubul was in South America, or in Central Africa,
were to be heard talking familiarly about the Balla Hissar, the
Seea Sung, Behmeru, and the Huft-Kotul ; and to increase

* We need sharcely add, that these portraits were, with few exceptions, remark-
able failures. The Sketches of the 1Caubul Captives, said to be from the pencil of
Lieutenant Eyre, however commendable as works of art, bear no resemblance what-
ever to the parties indicated. The various printsjof the marder of Sir W. McNaghten,
of Lady McNaghten in the Passes, &c.. &c., ate still worse. The pictures represent
men and women, but in no other respect do they represent the haracters whose

name thgy bear. )



2Q _THE CALCUTTA REVIEW,

the recondite knowledge of the publi isi
proprictor 6f the Amphi-gtheatre, on l:h: g’urg]; seircxiicrg;_lsltr}xlg
Thames_, gratified the rising generation with a view of the
war, which borg as close a resemblance to the actual dmmae
:}s{ the domestic tragedy of Punch and Judy. And when all
AfI;thals over—when the Governor-General> had left the
e ans to suffer in peace (ubi solstudinem faciunt PACEM appel-

) “th> punishment of their (quere, our) crimes”—when, for
certain party-reasons, it had been deemed expedient to drop the
subject, in Parliament, then just as the Affghan interest wag on
ﬂ;e"i ddescendant, the war in Scinde commenced, and that con-
2 lx‘n :e byt;lhe unbluspmg'appropriation of the territory of the
pme rs,f Lehrevolutxon in the Punjab broke out; the royal
fami y ol Lahore were sent to people Hades; the Seikh sirdars
ook to slicing one another’s throats, and lo! a new excitement
was established.” The annals of the East have lost nothing. in
mode_m times, of their romantic character; and at such a se%son
as this, even phlegmatic Englishmen can aflord to turn their
faces to the east. There have begn other momentous dramas
enacted in Hmdostan. The wan in the Carnatic was one of
these, but it was cotemporaneous with the French Revolution
Ve had not then a “pin-drop silence.”  The clamour of one
Emghty event drowned the clamour of another, and the most
;_;:xt_note fared the worst. But we have now enjoyed nearly
‘hirty years of peace in Europe; and 4 war even in India has
decome a bom bouche to the excitement-hunters.

- This is not without profi i i
. profit. It is unquesti%nable, that withi
f;: llast_ few years the public knowlcc%e of Indian aﬂ'airsl h:;
;e :;t }:i Increased ; but whether this is a temporary, or a perma-
At advantage, may, we frankly acknewledge, be questioned.

fortunately, however, we do not rely merely upon the adventi-

]' u - L. . - . -
ous aid of an exciting period, in India, or the adjacent countries,

0 render our glorious dependency familiar to the home-stayi
» : ) n
;l:';s!:.h '(Ii‘he opening of the Trade and the liberation og th%
res hz:v. accomplished much, before Central Asia became the
/ast theatre of war ; and these influences will exist, in increasing
orce, when the Peace which Lord Ellenborough restored to Asia
n a proclamation, and inscribed on a medal, has réally begun to
pread 1ts’branches over the land. Since the annihilationbof the
ic-ampany s monopoly the annual amount of shipping in the
iver Hooghly has increased more than 100 per cent. The
iamber (_)f vessels which arrived at Calcutta, in 1832 Was' 246 ;
n 1339, it was 516 ; and it has since gone on gradue’xlly increas-
‘r:)g. tolf the increase of passengers brought by these vessels we
< > :cc)l now the extent. We have no statistics to enable us to
scord an accurate op’mon, and we have no leisure to prepare
8.

!
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any. The amount of the British population in India has,
however, greatly increased ; and in the present day & propensity
to visit England, much greater than that which existed in the old
times, exists among all classes of the community. Occasionally,
we meet an old Indian, who has never set his foot on British
soil since he figst arrived in India, as a writer or a cadet ; but
this class of men is becoming rapidly extinct. .

Passages to Europe are cheaper than they were,.and more—-

rapidly performed. The passenger vessels, tdo, as regards
comfort and accommodation, are of a greatly superior descrip-
tion. They are, indeed, floating hotels, or boarding, houses,
where a man must be somewhat enjoyment-proof, if he cannot
contrive to enjoy himself. It is true that fruit and fresh laid
eggs and green-peas are denied to him ; but he has good meat,
excellent poultry, wines of every description, from Champaigne
to Sherry ; and the best of Sauces, a sharp appetite. He can-
not play at billiards, it is true, but he can enjoy his rubber of
whist—and an enjoyable thing it is, in a snug cuddy, with a glass
of mulled wine within reach, on a cold evening, rounding the
Cape. What if the floor does form an angle of 45° with the hori-
zon? Such little inconveniences as these soon become a source
of amusement. One can put up with a good many discomforts
in a place, where there are no bills. The immunity from all the
cares of business and house-keeping, which the passenger enjoys,
is truly delightful. He pays his passage money, before he ascends
the side of the vesse} ; and is kept like a prince for three or four
months, without one disturbing thought of the morrow. No
wonder that, aiddgby the fresh bracing air, he soon runs to flesh.
Among the amusements of a voyage, weighing is not one of the
least considerable. It is pleasant, especially in a home-
ward-bound, to watch the gradual - advance of the passengers
in obesity. Like Voltaire’s trees, they grow, because they
have nothing else to do. But people rarely know when they
are happy, and, except where strong attachments are formed
on board—and such attachments are raxly otherwise than
deep-rooted and “permanent—everybody is glad to escape
from the vessel. This is not unnatural?though the ship be
the finest in the world, and the captain the best fellow
possible. Indeed, now-a-days, both ships and captains are
unexceptionable. The magnificent passenger-vessels, built
by Messrs. Green and Wigram, officered as they almost
invariably are by gentlemen, leave one nothing to desire. These
splendid locomotive boarding-houses are great inducements to
the voyage to England. The comfort, the rapidity, and the
cheapness of the passage tempt many to'undertake it, who,
when a ship was five or six months on its way, and an
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indifferent cabin cost five hundred pounds,* would have pro-
longed theigy residence in India, till wealth enabled, or death com-
pelled, the worn-out old Indian to-retire finally from the scene
of his labours. ® .

The establishment of a regular line of Government
Steamers from Bombay, and of the Oriental and Peninsular
Company’s npble steam-ships, from Calcutta, has increased still

oogvre the home-going tendency; and we not seldom find a

hundred passengers embarking, in a single month, on board the
‘Hindostan or Bentinck. There are other powerful influences to
which this tendency may be traced. Not the least of these are
the greater liberality of the retiring regulations, now in force
in the Company’s services ; the establishment of sundry retiring
and other funds; and the increase of marriages in India,
strengthening as it naturally does, through the medium of
family connexions, the hold of his country upon the heart of the

exile. In former days, when wives were few and native

mistresses many, the greater number of residents were tied to
India, and had little inducement to quit it. Now, however,
wives are many, mistresses few ;®and whilst the number of
illegitimate children is diminisHing every year, the lawful
offspring of British residents in India is progressively on the
increase. The books of that noble institution, the Military
Orphan Asylum show, that whereas in 1810, the proportion of
illegitimate to legitimate children subsisting on the charity
of the Fund, was as Zen to eight ; in 1840 there were forty legiti-
mate wards to every e/even of the other cliss. In the present
day, there is no scarcity of brides ; and Mexhants’ clerks and
Ensigns are eligibles. A married man has many inducements to
visit his home ; his wife’s health may require it; his children,
perhaps, are sufficiently advanced in yeArs to render it necessary
that they should be removed to England for the sake both of
physical health and mental culture. The voyage has now no
terrors for delicate women or young children. The latter thrive
luxuriantly on boarg-ship ; they are the happiest of the happy.
They scamper about the deck; pull the ropes; and are great
favourites with the szilors. They never slip through the port-
holes, and seldom tumble down the hatchways. The sweet little
cherub, who sits up aloft, and keeps watch for poor Jack, seems
to have one eye at least to watch over these infant passengers.

* Mr. Forbes, in his Oriental Memoirs, says : * The Captains of the home-
ward-bound Indiamen demand eight thousand rupees (£1,000) far the passage of
a single person and fifteen thousand for that of a gentleman and his wife” He

~adds: ““One gentleman distinguished for his liberality gave five thousand guineas
for the accommodation of his wife and family, besides an ample supply of madeira
wine, provisions and delicacies for the table.”—This, however, was an extraordinary
.case even in those days. .
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Times have greatly changed, since that excellent man, Mr.
Shore (afterwards Lord Teignmouth) was twice,under the
necessity of tearing himself from a wife, to whom he was fondly
attached, rather than that she shculd brave the *horrors of the
deep, and the dangers of so savage a country as India, by
accompanying him to the scene of his labors.

Then an old Indian was a rarity; a young oge a greater
rarity, in England. New they are plenty as blackberrjes. Yo,
can scarcely walk into a dining house (provided it be a good
one) in the neighbourhood of Trafalgar Square, at seven o’clock,
without finding yourself in company with a batch, of them.
Indian Officers on Furlough—private affairs or sick certificate—
swarm about this locality ; young men, too, the greater number
of them. The race of genuine old Indians is nearly extinct.
Few men now pass thirty or forty years in the country without
a visit to Great Britain, There may be a few»of the ancient
flock still to be found looking into the Oriental Club; or
sauntering along the streets of Cheltenham. But, ere long, a
regular, liver-diseased, parchment-faced, shivering, querulous,
rich old Indian, who feels himself when at home as in a foreign
land, so strange and distasteful to him are its manners and cus-
toms, will soon become as rare as a mummy. The complaint
of the singularities of old Indians is now dying away. An
Indian Officer or Civilian returning to England is very
much like the rest of the world. He has brushed vp all his old
English habits and feeﬁngs, once at least before his ultimate
retirement. Moreovdr, thanks to steam communication, and the
progress of the puBlic press, if he be an attentive reader of the
Indian Journals, he will find himself only a few months behind
the London world in his knowledge of public events—impor-
tan or unimportant—a ntw tariff or a new dancer. Men from
India are no longer necessarily old; necessarily yellow; or
necessarily rich. If they differ much from other members of
society, itis in being a good deal less stiff and sqmewhat more
liberal. A returned Indian once complained,pathetically to us
that the English were “ magnificently selfish.” He had been a
quarter of a century in the East without once returning to his
native land ; had he taken a furlough in the interim nothing
would have seemed strange to him. Few men neglect this
now-a-days. The number of applications for furlough—unless
any new war renders it necessary that no leave should be
granted to Military Officers—is increasing every year.

We have thus briefly explained the principal circumstances,
which, whilst they have rendered people in England more
familiar with Indian affairs, have extinguished the tribe of

. genuine old Nabobs; as Gun-powder, the Brandy-bottle, and
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the Small-pox, have extinguished another more interesting race
of Indjanss Old Indians are not in these days'so much unlike
the rest of the world, Neither do they turn up unexpectedly,
with mines ol wealth, to lavish upon unsuspecting relatives.
There is an Indian Army List or Directory in almost every
principal street of London ; and the Indian Journals are filed in
so many, that any one anxious to gain information relative to a
—Xrother, an uncle, or a cousin, may ascertain to a unicety all
“his movemenés—when he was promoted to this or that rank,
when he received this or that appointment, when he obtained six
meonths’ leave of absence—or, if he happened not to be in “ the
Services,” when he went through the Insolvent Court. Indeed,
by the payment of a guinea a year, for one of the Overland
Summaries of the Indian Newspapers, he may have all this
- interesting intelligence laid on his breakfast-table once a month.
An expectant heir, by the aid of a Directory and a monthly
Newspaper, may keep himself cognizant of the movements of an
antiquated relative, with very little trouble to himself. But, in
good truth, antiquated relatives in India are not very much
worth looking after. Fortunes are not easily made; and if
they are, they are easily spent. *Men do not, now-a-days, hoard
up wealth for unknown nephews and nieces. Whether they
ever did we think extremely doubtful, in spite of the comedies
and the novels of the early part of the present century.

And yet, within the last fifty years, society in India has under-
gone so many other changes, that perhaps it may have changed
in this respect too. It will not be altogesher uninteresting to
trace a few of the more important changes—ty shew what Anglo-
Indians were and what they are, when dwelling in their adopted
homes. We do not purpose to comment upon political changes.
Our readers are well acquainted with tae principal events atten-
ding the growth of the British power in the East ; they know
how a few insignificant factories were in time erected into a
great Empire ; how a few mercantile clerks, with a scanty guard
became in time the rulers of the land. We shall not meddle
with this subject. Our article is devoted to social changes and
what we lose in prafundity perhaps we may gain in novelty.
We do not wish to be always on the stilts.

" If an old Indian resident, of 1770 or 1780, were to arise
from the grave, to revisit the scence of his labors, the first thing

_ to strike him would be the magnificent improvement in the
appearance of the European portion of the Towns, especially
of the capital, Calcutta. It is recorded in the biography of
Lord Teignmouth, that when his Lordship (then Mr, Shore)
arrived in India, as a young writer on the Bengal establishment
“he found it (the city of Calcutta) consisting of houses not two

Il
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“ or three of which were furnished with venetian blinds or glass
“ windows ; solid shutters being generally used ; and rattans like
“ those used for the bottoms of* chairs, in lieu of panes whilst
“little provision was made against the heat of the climate. The
“town was rendered unhealthy by the effluvia of open drains,
“&ec., &c.” Whatever may be the state of the drains now-a-
days, and in some parts of the town it is bad enough, nothing
can be said against the houses. The absence of gldss windows.
an evil of no trifling magnitude, during a great part of the yeaf,
when it is of the utmost consequence to exclude the hot air, is

- almost unknown in the European residences of Calcutta, In

Madras, however, a large proportion of the houses are deficient
in this essential item of comfort. In Calcutta people shut up
their houses ; in Madras they throw them open. In the former
the chief object is to exclude the wind, the dust, and the glare ;
in the latter to admit the Madrassee's boast, the delightful sea-
breeze. 'We imagine that time has done more to increase the
comfort of a residence in an Indian city, than to add to its
splendor. - Fifty years ago, though the Governer-General was
no better housed than his neighbours, there were many fine
buildings in Calcutta. A French traveller, who visited India,
in 1789-90, says—*“The Governor-General of the English

“« settlements, east of the Cape of Good Hope resides at Calcutta.
- % As there is no palace yet built for him, he lives in a house on

“the Esplanade opposite the citadel. The house is handsome,
“but by no means equal to what it ought to be for a personage
“ of so much importance. Many private individuals in the town
“have houses as Jood ;and if the Governor were disposed to any

- “extraordinary luxury, he must curb his inclination for want of

“the necessary accommodation of room. 7%e kouse of the Gover-
“nor'of Pondicherry is much morve magnificent. As we enter the
“town, a very extensive square opens before us, with a large piece
“of water in the middle, for the public use. The pond has a
“grass plot round it; and the whole is enclosed by a wall breast
“ high, with a railing on the top. The sides,of this-enclosure are
*“each nearly five hundred yards in length. The square itself is
“composed of magnificent houses,” which render Calcutta not
“only the handsomest town in Asia, but one of the finest in the
“world”* We must accept the testimony of M. Grandpré with all
confidence, for it is the testimony of an enemy. The square of
which he writes, known now-a-days as “ Tank Square,” remains
in all its primitive magnificence. Half-a-century has altered it
but little, save on one of the four sides, which runs parallel to

* Vnygge in the Indian Ocean and to Bengal, undertaken in the years 1789-90
Translated from the French of L. deGrandpré, an officer in the French army.
i .
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the river, where erst stood the old fort, now no longer in exis-
tence., Invith place we have a range of buildings, the Union
Bank, the Bonded Ware-house and others. But the present
magnificence *of the city is’ not derived from the four sides of
this fine square; but from scores of splendid edifices, which
have sprung up all around it—edifices, which kave earned for
Calcutta the high-sounding name of the “City of Palaces.”
~-Ste Govgrnment House at Calcutta,* on a moderate calculation,
would hold «a dozen such palaces as that of the Pondicherry
Governor ; and leave plenty-of room for his Excellency, and
and all his troops into the bargain. Then there are other

public buildings of splendid aspect, a Town Hall, another hall -

yclept Metcalf, fine churches, not known in M. Grandpré’s time,
though Calcutta was then not churchless, and a Theatre some-
what different in every respect, from that of which the French
writer set down the record, “Close to the old Fort is the
“Theatre, which does not accord in appearance with the -
% general beauty of the town, and in which there are seldom
“dramatic representations for want of performers” This re-
proach, which never would have been uttered had the French
been the original settlers in Calcutta, for their first thought
_is_ever the erection of a theatre and the garrisoning thereof
(theatrical representations not even being held incompatible
with a state of active warfare) cannot be levelled now-a-days
against the denizens of the Metropolis> Since M. Grandpré’s
time another theatre has been built, another, theatre destroyed ;
and the City of -Palaces now boasts of a new_one, with some-
what more actors than patrons. ? ®

But the public buildings of Calcutta have not earned for the -

city the proud title, by which it is so often distinguished. -The
“ Palaces” are the private dwelling-houses. Few cities can
boast of so many imposing edifices. “ Palaces” they are not—
aod an English nobleman might think them pig-styes. They
are, with few exceptions, according to English notions, indiffer-
ent. houses—but a number of them congregated within a small
space have a very imposing effect. They are white ; the atmos-
phere through which they are seen is peculiarly- clear; they are
generally of an extensive frontage ; often situated in an open
space ; and if not very fine specimens of architecture, they are
helped out with a liberal supply of pillars and porticoes, which
are -always adjuncts to the picturesque. M. Grandpré said
of the houses, which he saw in 1790 :—* All the hosses in India

* ® We bave & picture now before us in the Picforial History of England—3a
work of no small merit—purporting to be a view of Calcatta in £756. It contains
both the Government House and. the new Fort ! The former was erected in 1804
and the earliest work of the latter (Lozrd Clive's mavelin) in 1770. |

] ’ )
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“ argamasse roofs ; that is to say, are flat with balastrade
“ :]:::d t%cm. It is there that the inhabitants in the’ morning
«and evening take the air. Some are ornamented :)thhfa c;xl'cu-
“lar range of pillars on the first storey, making a sort of ga _Igtrxy
% to which they retire when the heat of the day is over. Orient c]
“ English houseg at Bombay,” wrote Mr. .For‘t‘)es, in his ) rkxlcn a
Memoirs, referring to about the same period though neither so -'
«large, nor elegant as those at Calcutta and Maglras, were coffe s
«“fortable and well furnished ; they were built in tae Eurppcz}n‘
“ style of architecture, as much as the climate would admit of ;
«but lost something of that appearance by the addition o

« yerandahs or covered piazzas to shade the apartments mo_s:
« exposed to the sun ; when illuminated and filled with so'cm

“ parties in the evening, these verandahs gave the town ;. very
« cheerful appearance ; but since I left India, the town o.us?s
« have been almost deserted by the English, who reside entirely

% at their country villas ; the gentlemen only go to the Fort in

. rning to transact their business; devoting the evening
“ tgc(;?)(r)nesti?: pleasure, and oconvivial meetings at their garden
«house” The same practise was pursued then, as now at
Madras. “The houses,” writes the Rev. James qudcner, in
his voyage to India, referring to a somewhat later period (1792;)
«“are good and generally of two stories high: but few peop ﬁ
“live constantly in them; in the afternoon they are almost a
“ empty, and the Town Idoks quite c}esertgd. The better sc;]rt
“ of inhabitants at Madras may be said to live altogether in the
“country. Every, gentleman has a villa, at a little dlftance
“from the Town? Theladies seldom approach the Fort; very
« few of them attend Divine Service there on-Sundays; and th;:
« gentlemen use it only a3 the scene of business; they repair
 thither after breakfast and return to their vnlla}s before quer.
« Their conveyances are palanquins and carriages. Walking
¢ abroad is a thing unkown among Europeans. .

We are very much in the same condition now in respect
of the outward aspect of our houses; but hot df the number
of them, nor of their internal fittings-up. Good  houses l’_xalsl/e
multiplied and are multiplying at the Presidencies ; especially
at Calcutta where we have magnificent rows of houses on spots
which erst were noisome swamps. “The activity and enter-
prise of the English,” wrote Mr. 'I:ennant, ‘t‘l'}e author c?f the
Indian Recreations, from Calcutta in 1796' is, perhaps, no-
“where bettér displayed, than in the rapid enlargement of
“the Town. Inthe memory of persons still living here, the
“ European houses were mean, and comparatively few in -
“number, Those of the natives are, in general, still paltry
“huts ; but as prospects of gain, or, at least, of employment |
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1 . . . e
::;c n:g:az': (:ﬁcpmg mnthe vicinity of European Socicety ; the
: r eir dwellings has in i i e
“ propertion than that bf El?ropeins.”cr?‘aég(licult[:a3 v:::)ltle gBr_e:z;‘ter
E\dlddletor‘x, in’ 1818, “considering that it has risen from twlo (c))}:
Y t}}:;c,e miserable fishing villages, within 120 years! is probably
]t Tost surprising place in the world” And in another
“ettcr, nothing can exceed the beauty of Calcutta, I mean the
:,:,E_urgpgan part.. In every direction, as I look out of the
: ;:‘:k sow,TIh:eghan }als§errl1b1:gek of white villas and trees and
. urch is, I think, without excepti
‘ “ somest modern edifice of the l’cind 1 ever saw?”—og\’/et }::e ltl:?r:g ,
gear'lwprov;%g, too, the indoors comfort and elegance of ouyr
omiciles, ¢ were not very long in discoveri
C : overing that lar
aqddlofty. rooms, opening into one another witg doors afg
windows i1 every possible direction, were better adapted to a
tropical climate, than the low, close passage-surrounded apart-
u.xentsl;'demgned, with clabqratc ingenuity, for the exclusion of
air, which make up our ordinary residences in England. - After
;t:)gx:‘,v:re ;zx;e to a due dunderstanding of the value of glass-
venetian doors; and having attain
. 4 . . ed l
plqssxblc contrivance for the mitigation ,of ttﬁ:e chel‘itY~0er§{l)c,
c 1m3te. we have betaken ourselves to the work of adornin
(;:rrnc \s've:h_gg ho;xls)zsd, ]not always, it must be admitted withou%
acrifice o ily comfort. Year after year has wi
- the introduction of fresh Euro " Al it
i pean reanements; our dwelli
Egvsggr;wn 1r;t§rnally less and less Oriengal ; and though "tlgz
ange has not been unattended with inco i incli
to think that on the whole we ar N i
i ‘e are gaitkers by it. Qur room
g;r:ge?:gfii b'ztire amclh unencumbered ; they)are chock-full osf
niture ; the walls are hpne with painti
floors are covered with war S he doore. portos the
0 ) m carpets ; the doors, perhaps th
.windows, are curtained. Hence an i ¢ S ath,
1 increase perhaps of warmth
and an unquestionable accession of ftoe 3 . '
mosquitoes ; but there {
more  cheerful look about our ro i he
or ul, : oms; the eye is pleased ;
:plx‘nts aix_rertaxsed ; there is a greater fecl,lng of y]wm;) The ,ntlii‘s(E
tha":e o ov;rclrammmg one’s rooms with furniture, as though
-t y'\:erézfjp olsterery’ ware-houses, istoocommonnotto bereadﬁy
:cg:x rtxiab’l but éctr these errors of taste the syftem itself is not
acco tooe. 4 very goog thing will find people only too
"‘votax)"ie’s is‘:;-pgo;tf’ az;dﬂt]h extravagancies of its more tasteless
e ! of:the viciousness of any fashion i
2?d:::at}>11§:ngsat ;lmth;)n.tl;;: last few years, 1;hey internal asI;e::i
4 as brightened up greatly ; and in
: S ed. no part
itlu: .,Lnénage is this more strikingly apparen’t--in no onepsocizf
mpx:b;veme{;t is the operation of an extended Trade more dis-
cem’." g—t an in the furniture of the dinner-table. The
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quantity of fine Plate, fine Glass, and fine Porcelain/to be seen
at the tables of men of moderate income, would asconish an old
Qui-hye of the last century ; and he would look with little less
surprise at the display of ornamental ware in al? our drawing-
rooms ; the bronze, the papier macké, the porcelain, the alabaster
and mpre than all the beautiful glass lamps and lustres of every
conceivable device, superseding the tasteless wall-shades, which
stood out, of old, in all their ugliness, from the unvatied surface
of white-wash pfz’;stered over the sides of ourgrooms. >
But still more remarkable than, the change in the aspect of
the, principal European abiding places are the changes in the
aspect of European Society. We shall not attempt to give
anything, which can aspire to be regarded asa complete picture
of these changes ; but content ourselves with noticing a few o
its most prominent features. Old Indians, as we have already
had occasion to observe, have been generally conceived to be
distinguished for excessive wealth, diseased livers, a repulsive
querulousness of manner, and a luxurious way of life. Who
‘has not heard of the enormous fortunes and the Sardanapalian
Juxuriousness of the “ NaboB” of the old time? How far the
general opinior may have been correct, we pretend not oracularly
to decide, but it may be permitted to us, in all modesty, to
suggest a doubt. That large fortunes were made sometimes,
and that the extreme of Oriental luxury was indulged in by
somg European residents, and hence imported, in a modified
form, into the West, is a fact sufficiently well-established for us
most’ willingly to Zoncede ; but we question whether these
examples ought jot rather to be regarded as forming the ex-
ceptions than the rule. The truth, it appears to us, is that, in
the old times, very few returned to England at all; and that
as these returned with latge fortunes—rarely or never honestly
acquired—an impression soon’got abroad that India was an
El-dorado, and that pagodas and rupees were to be had, for the
mere stooping to pick them up.* This was a sad mistake. As

edent to Clive’s second'administration, at which
¢ accumulated (dishonestly, of course) ina few
t any preliminary traiaingor the possession of any
ostensibly in the Company’s Service, to grow
tich in the least possible time, and to render no service to any one but themselves.
The reign of these cormorants was but short. Clive soon introdiuced a new state of
things ; but as he knocked down the old rotten system and did not build up a souad
pew one in its place, he scarcely mended the matter. At a later period, large for-
tunes were occasionally amassed after many years of struggling toil and wearing
deprivation 3 but’even then not by honest means. The civilians were allowed to
trade ; but this source of profit was scanty. Shore complained, soon after his
arrival in India, that such strict limits had been assigned to the commercial specula-
tions of the Government servants, that the privilege was of little value, It is not
long, however, before the readers of his Life are let into the secret history of the
accumulation of these large fortunes, which were once supposed to be an unfailing

* There was one period, antec
occasionally enormous fortunes wer
years, by adventurers, who, withou
pecessary qualifications, were sent out
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regards the\*encral prospects of the European adventurer, we
hesitate nat Yo say, that they were far less cheering than they
are at'the present time. The gloomy side of the picture has
not been expcsed to view ; but if the whole truth were to be
told how much of the wretchedness and desolation of friendless
exile would be set down in the chronicle—how many sad tales
of homeless want and disconsolate sorrow, and sickness, un-
relieved by dne gleam of kindness and comfort, would be told.
“1neYt was, in those days, much more to wrestle against at the
outset—muchmore to try, perhaps to break, the strongest spirit.
They who triumphed, triumphed not in vain; but how many
were beaten down. When Mr. Shore arrived in India as a
writer in 1769, his salary was—eight rupees a month ; and this,
too, in the Secret and Political Department. When Sir Thomas
Munro arrived in India, as a cadet, in 1780, his pay was five
pagodas a month with free quarters, or ten pagodas without
“ His annual salary,” says the present Lord Teignmouth in his
life of his father, “was g6 current rupees, whilst he paid 12§
“ arcot rupees, or nearly double the above sum, for a miserable
“close and unwholesome dwelling2"—* Cadets here,” wrote Mr.
Munro, soon after his arrival, “are allowed either five pagodas
 per month and free quarters, or ten pagodas per month, and
. “find their own lodgings ; all the cadets follow the first way.
“Of the five pagodas, I pay two to a Dubash, one to the
“servants of the mess, and one for hair-dressing and washing;
“so that I have one pagoda per month to feed and clothe me.”
Fortunate young man!—Mr. Shore, it wbuld appear, spent
nearly double his pay on house-rent,, Wendo not know the
extent to which he was enabled to enrich himself by trade ; but
the incomings from this source must have been extremely mode-
rate. “The writers by their charter,” he wrote, soon after his
arrival “are permitted to trade, but under very severe restric-
“tions. Before the arrival of Lord Clive, of snfamous memory,
“they were allowed dustucks, i. e., a free trade and no duties,—
“and even since; but by a late order from our honourable
“ masters, we are entirely deprived of any such- advantages,
“ which makes the risk very unequal.” In Bombay, the case
was not better—perhaps, indeed, somewhat worse. It is recorded,
. that when Mr. Forbes artrived in India three or four years
_before Mr. Shore, his #ncome amounted to £65a year.* We
do not know any work that furnishes a better picture of the

characteristic of a ** Nabob.” In one mission to Dacca, he tells ug he might have

made £100,000; had he not been burthened with scruples. At a subsequent period,

we are told that the Nabob nf Lucknow offered him five lakhs of rupees and 8,000
. goid mohurs. He took nothing but a picture. Few men were thus scrupulous,

* Quarterly Reviem—Forbes says in & passage, quoted a little further on, that

" his salary shortly after he arrived, was Rs. 40 a month.

L}
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cheerless prospects of a young Indian adventuger, on first
setting his foot upon the shores of his adopted iaad, than the
“Oriental Memoirs” of this* gentleman. “I found myself,”
he writes, “a solitary, deserted being, without a Itter to offer,
or the knowledge ofa single individual on the island ;"—and it
is set down in the chronicle, that he often went to bed sorely
against his will, soon after sunset, because he could not afford
himself the luxuries of a supper and a candle. This, we sus-
pect, must have been the worst epoch of all—after, Clive fraa cux
down the trading, or more properly, the corruption system, but
before the Company had thought fit to grant to their servants a
fair scale of remuneration. During this interval, there was
scarcely less corruption than before Lord Clive's second
administration ; the only difference was, that instead of stalking
abroad in all its nakedness, it sneaked about decently clothed.
The filth was all there ; but it was hidden. . '
But even before Clive’s first administration, the condition
of the younger servants of the Company was not one very

- greatly to be coveted. We smile at the ideas of exorbitant

and reprehensible luxury éntertained in the last century ; yet
such, according to prevailing notions, was the luxurious way
of life to which the Company’s servants gave themselves up,
that it was deemed necessary to pass sumptuary regulations !
We are informed by an intelligent traveller ( Dr. Ivas)
who visited India in 1354, being Staff-surgeon with Admiral
Watson’s fleet, that even the use of a chatteh, or rather the

services of a chattth-wallah were prohibited by Government.

“ At the time j#e wese at Fort St. David,” he writes, “the
“Governor and a few other gentlemen of the settlement kept
“a chaise and a pair of horses; some drove a two-wheel chaise
“ with a single horse, and others were content to take the air
“on !mrse-.back. Since that® time, however, the number of
‘“carriage is greatly increased. Almost all the Europeans
“resident in India, keep their palanquines, which is a covered

-“machine with cushions in it, arched in the middle to give

* more room and &ir, and is carried on the shoulders of four
“or six men ; the expense attending it is, not less than thirty
: pounds sterling a year. This piece of eastern luxury, there-
: fore, has been forbidden by the Company to their youngest
. servants. Some years before our arrival in the country, they
) found such sumptuary laws so absolutely necessary, that they
‘ gave the strictest orders, that none of these young gentlemen

should be allowed even to hire a Roundel-boy whose business
“1t is to walk by his master and defend him, with his Roundel,
“or umbrella, from the sun., A young fellow of humor, on this
‘last order coming -out. altered the form of his umbrella
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“from a rourd to a square, called ita Squarede/ instead of a
* Roundel ahd insisted, that no order yet in force forbad him
“ the use of it.” We can cap this’story with another, which, if
it does not diSplay more ingktnuity, has, certainly, more wit.
Hugh Boyd records in the [ndian Observer (1793), that “in
“ times of yore our honorable masters were very attentive to
“correct any appearance of extravagance in their young
“sarvants, Hearing that laced clothes were very much in
- fﬁion‘?n Fort Square, a sumptuary regulation was sent out
“against them. But a young gentleman, who could not entirely
“ divest himself of his favorite habits, still sported a gold edging
“on his coat, and defended it against the graver powers by
“ maintaining, 24at though LACE was prohibited, the order was
“not BINDING.”

What would a young civilian of the present day think if an
order were to ‘be issued against top-boots, cut-aways, and
Taglionis? Or a young ensign, if the yearly number of his
white kid gloves and patent leather boots was to be regulated in
General Orders? We suspect, that take it for all in all, the
present generation consists of a more luxurious set of fellows,
than the generations of the last century, though there has more
recently been an interregnum of right royal blades, as we have’
no doubt Writers’ Buildings could tell us, if those once classic
abodes were to chronicle their autobiographies. “ At the
present,” says Lord Valencia, writing atethe commencement of
the present century, “ there are few of these,young men who do
*not keep their horses ; commonly their curricles, and in many
“ instances their race-horses, which togethtr witil¢he extravagant
“ parties and entertainments frequent among them, generally
“involve them in. difficulties and embarrasment at an early
“ period of their lives” There are some old civilians in India
who still are the victims of that lustrous epoch ; but we have
now attained a more healthy state of things, and though our

oung writers are not compelled, like Mr. Forbes, to go supper-
ess to bed, because they cannot afford a meal or a candle, those
costly Champaigne suppers with their after excesses, for which
Writers’ Buildings wete once so famous, are now but rare events,
and we seem to be equally distant from the extremes of
voluptuous extravagance and penurious self-mortification. We
have heard some old Indian residents, staid and respectable
men of unimpeachable morality, sigh over the extinction, as a
class, of the young college writers, who erst made the buildings
resound with their joyous songs and -their loud rehearsing
tally-hoes, Where are they now? Scattered over the face of
Calcutta—or studying in the Mofussil-——a dispersed race,. never
again to be restored, It is possible;-that on some future occasion,

A MERE PREFACE-—PAST, -PRESENT AND Fuf.x,uxz. 33

we may abandon ourselves more freely to the cdnsideration
of this subject. “ Writers’ Buildings” exist no longér, saye a:
piles of brick and mortar, inhabited by artists, brokers, lottery
contractors and other miscellanedus doers of a not very exten-
sive business. The writers themselves, as a small privilegec
class' of ex-officso fast men, no longer enliven the presidency anc
ruin themselves. It would be scarcely necessary to pass sump:
tuary regulations suited to the times and the incomes of the
young civil servants of the Company. Their salarys admits of 2
pretty free indulgence in cut-aways and Taglionis ; or spectacle:
and white neck-cloths ; and there are rarely any alarming ex
hibitions to call for the intervention of Government to limi
the young civilian’s stud, or to set a bound to his expenditurc
of champaigne. Comfort and respectability seem now to be
aimed at, and attained. There is little licentiousness to shock
and less poverty to distress. The picture, in’a social poin’
of view, is anything but a discouraging one.

The condition, too, of the young military adventurer has
greatly improved during the Jast half century. We have shown

~ that the pay of a cadet in 1780, was 17% rupees a month,

with free quarters. Sir Thomas Munro, who, had circum-
stances turned him out of the mould, an eassayist or a novelist,
instead of a soldier and a statesman, would have rivalled
Addison or Smollet, describes with inigitable humor, dashed
here and there with astouch of sadness, the sufferings and
privations to which bg was exposed during the first few years
of his residence in India. “ You may not believe me,” he writes,
in a serio-comic »bistle, Which though familiar to many of our
readers, we caunot deny ourselves the pleasure of quoting—
“You may not believaymg when I tell you, that I never experi-
“enced hunger or thirst, fatigue, or poverty, until I came to
“India; that since then, I havé frequently met with the first
“three and that the last has been my constant companion. [f
“you wish for proofs, here they are—I was three years in [ndia,

 “before 1 was master of any other pillow than a book or a

“cartridge pouch ¥my bed was a piece of canvass stretched
“on four cross sticks, whose only ornament was, the great
“coat that I brought from England, which by a lucky inven-
“tion. I turned into a blanket in the cold weather, by thrus-
“ ting my legs into the sleeves, and drawing the skirts over my
“head. In this situatioa,”? (I lay, like Falstaff,in the basket—
“hilt to point, and very comfortable, I assure you, all but my
“feet; for the tailor not having foreseen the various uses to
“which the piece of dress might be applied, had cut the cloth
“ so short, that I never could, with all my ingenuity, bring both
“ ends under cover ; whatever I gained by drawing up my legs,
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“1 lost by E*\xposing my neck ; and I generally chose rather to
“cool my ‘heels than my head..........My dress has not been
“ more splendid than my furnitufe. I have never been able to
“ keep it all &f a piece. It grows tattered in one quarter whilst I
“am establishing funds to repair it in another, and my coat is
“in danger of losing the sleeves, while 1 am puljing it off to try
“on a new waistcoat.” Now, it would be difficult thoroughly to
convince ourselves that there is not some exaggeration in this.
It is probable, that Munro’s humor a little outstripped his
accuracy., Blankets of an ipferior description, but capable of
imparting warmth, are so cheap in India, the few, even of the
poorest natives deny themselves such a luxury; and in a
country where the fibre of the cocoa-nut, which makes very
tolerable bedding, is to be had in abundance, at so low a price,
a man is not very likely to go three years without a better
pillow than a‘*book or a cartridge box. If Munro really
suffered from these deprivations, he must have been sadly
ignorant of the resources of the country. Warmth and sleep
are blessings of too great magnitude to be beyond the reach
of a Madras cadet on five pagodas’a month; but we have it
from Munro himself, that in less than a year after his arrival,
he received his commission as ensign ; and that in less than two
. years he was appointed to the Staff, as a Quarter-Master of
Brigade. Making allowance, however, for a little humorous
exaggeration, the picture may be advantageously contemplated
by the young officers of the present day who deplore, when on
service, in such pathetic terms the mel3ncholy fact of their
cheroots having all vanished in smoke, and wri¢e to their friends
in the spirit of the young cornet in the Bolan,—* D—n! it I'm
out of blacking, and those rascally Beloochees have carried
off my patent leather boots.” We suspect, that if an Ensign of
1780 and an Ensign of 1840 were to compare notes on the hard-
ships of active service, the former would feel very much inclined
to laugh at the soft-cotton and band-box asperities of modern
warfare. Young cfficers of the present day dress much better
and live much better thann those of the last century. Munro
when a Lieutenant, who had held for some time a staff ap-
pointment, talked, as we have shown, of his clothes falling to
pieces ; and we find him afterwards, when holding a good civil
appointment, writing to his friends in England again, on the
luxuries of the East, “ [ have dined to-day on porridge made
- *of balf-ground flour instead of oatmeal; and,I shall most
. “likely dine to-morrow on plantain fritters,” and this simplicity
of fare “being the effect of necessity, not of choice;” not

because he could not pay for anything better, but because he .

could not get anything better to pay for. -Unquestionably we
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are in these days much more comfortable, Comfcrt and com-
petence are more generally diffused. Splendid flrtunes are
now seldom made, for bribe-taking is no longer permitted ;
but moderate wealth is more easily, as it is mdre honestly,
acquired, and carnally speaking, the things which render life
agreeable, are far more within the reach of all. We should
doubt whether Munro’s hands ever luxuriated in a pair of
dress gloves during the first twenty years of his residencein

India, or whether, during that time, his handkerchief WaS'ever __

guilty of harboring a drop of perfume. But our young officers
seldom deny themselves either the one or the other, as the
records of the Exchange Hall and Tulloh’s Commission-Rooms
can amply demonstrate. The pay of an Ensign in the present
day is twenty times as great as that of a young Civilian when
Shore first arrived in India ; and luxuries are to be purchased
at less than half the price. . )

~ But if the outset of the adventurer’s career is, in the present
day, brighter than of old, and the closing scene somewhat less
brilliant, it is hardly to be questioned that the middle stage,
the general aspect, indeed, of life in India, is now more
cheerful than it ever has been. There is nothing like poverty—
unless there is both improvidence and misconduct—among the
European residents in India. Men are often unfortunate ; but
they are very rarely poor. We mean by this, that they are
seldom condemned to taste, in all their bitterness, the Marah-
waters of poverty. The iron chain does not gall and fret; the
manacles are well widded. One man has a small salary ; he
is honest and he, pays his debts.  There is little of that severe
struggling to ke€p up a decent appearance, which, unfortunately,
prevails at home. Even this narrow-salaried man, if he be a
gentleman, lives like one. He is not attended by a scrubby
maid of all work, with red elb8ws and heel-less shoes, but by
half a dozen turbaned fellows in black moustaches and white
muslin. He keeps his horse, and, perhaps, his buggy ; and
changes his linen twice a day, with as mnich regularity as a
Member of Councit False fronts, savealls, and dinners with
Duke Humphry are not the concomitaats of narrow means.
Again: a man becomes bankrupt, passes through the Insolvent
Court, surrenders, or ought to surrender every farthing he has
in the world, and what is the result? We do not see a pale-
faced, dim-eyed wretch, with stooping gait, and slouched hat,
and coat out.at elbows, stealing along the streets towards his
small furnished lodging in an obscure quarter of the town.
No; on the very day that his name appears in the Gazette -
whilst'he is advertised to the whole world as “late of Calcutta
and now residing in the Danish settlement of Serampore,” he
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may, perchiance, be seen on the course of Calcutta riding a fine
English horse, or lounging in an elegant Barouche. Outwardly,
there is little descent. The cidevant man of wealth rides his
friend’s horse, instead of his own. He attends, and does not
‘give, burra-khanas. His establishment is reduced; but it is
still an ample one ; and—strangest contrast of all—his friends
do not descrt him.  Severe moralists may say, that this last
factindicates laxity of principle. We will not argue the
question. It is true, that a man does not ruin himself without
ruining others—that there ds often carelessness, recklessness,
cupidity, an overstrained spirit of speculation # still we honestly
confess, that we do love to see the friends of the ruined ma#f,
rallying around him in his adversity, even though they do but
open their doors to him, invite him to dinner, give him a mcunt,
and smile on bim, as in the days of his affluence. All this may
have an injurious effect upon society. By diminishing the pen-
alties, it may increase the frequency of bankruptcy.s Still the
failing' “leans towards virtue’s side,” and the opposite is
extremely forbidding. R

T “1 assert,” says Mr. Forbes in his Oriental IMemoirs,
“that the character of the English in India is an honor
“to their country. In private life they are generous, kind
““and hospitable......... . - As husbands, fathers, masters, they
“cannot easily be excelled ; whilst friendship, illustrated in
“its more general sense by unostenmtious acts of humanity
“and benevolence, sshines in India withgconspicuous lustre.
“ How often have the sons and daughters of misfortune ex-
“ perienced the blessed efiects of oridhtal bc.Yevolence. How
*“ often have the ruined merchant, the disconsolate widow, and
“ the helpless orphan been relieved by, the delicate and silent
“ subscription, amounting in a few hours to several thousand
“ pounds, without the child of sofrow knowing its benefactors ”
—* 1 can truly affirm,” wrote Lord Valentia, “ that my eastern
“countrymen are hospifable in the highest degree, and that
“ their generosity i® -unbounded. When an officer of respect-
“ ability dies, in either the civil or the military service, having
“a widow or children, a subscription is immediately set on foot,
“which in every instance has proved liberal and not unfre-
* quently has conferred on the parties a degree of affluence that
“ the life of the husband or parent could not for years have
“ assured them. The hearts of the British in this country seem
“expanded with affluence, they do every thingon a princely
“ scale.”  Mr. Forbes tells us, in another part of his interesting
memoirs, that very little of all this was the growth of Chris-
tianity ; for though the European residents in India were very
humane and very benevolent, they were, "at the' best, but
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indifferent Christians ; and Lord Valentia seems to have enter-
tained a similar opinion. ,
There is more Christianity’in India, now-a-days, and we
are inclined to think that there is 4s much. benevdlence. Not
many years have elapsed since the large private subscriptions
alluded to above were things of frequent occurrence. They are
almost unknown now ; but only because objects of sych charity
rarely present themselves, in our better regulated community.
It seldom or never happens, that a man, occupying a ‘réSpect-
able position in European society, gies and leaves his family
destitute. The truly excellent Funds established for the majn-
tenance of the widows and children of members of the
services ; and the inducements held out to others, by the differ-
ent Insurance Offices, to provide for the weaklings who are
dependent on them, have almost entirely superseded the ne-
cessity for private benevolence. We never, in these times, hear
of a fashionable lady spending thousands of rupees on an
entertainment one week, and, in the next, reduced to utter
poverty, by the death of her lord and master, and dependent
upon the contributions of her guests. A young Civilian is said
by the husband-hunters to be “worth £300 a-year, dead or
«alive.” A young officer is worth only a third of this, but still
there is no- destitution, Private benevolence, therefore finds
not a vent in this channel. At thetime when, according to
Mr. Forbes, the charity of European residents in India was
exhibited in the celerity with which large sums of money were
raised for the support of the widows and orphans of deceased
r}embcrs of society, “ There was no arts or sciences to patron-
“ise, no literary &r charitable institutions to support, and neither
“hospitals nor infirmaries to call forth private benevolence.” This
is far from being the case in the present day. There are
numerous institutions to suppodt, and numerous institutions are
supported, by private benevolence. A much larger sum is dis-
pensed in charity ; but the dispensation is regular, periodical.
The money subscribed is given to the poor ppor, not'to the rich
poor. The widows gand children of wealthy men are not
thrown destitute gn the world ; and though> wealthy men them-
selves are often reduced to a state of nominal poverty, there is
a wonderful elasticity in them, and, like an Indian-rubber ball
they are dropped upon the ground only to rise up again to a
greater altitude than that from which they have descended.
Their friends assist them for a little while ; there is a fresh
start in the world ; and then, practically at least, they are soon
as wealthy as before. .
Thete is no more striking feature on the face of Anglo-
Indian society, than the general diffusion of all the outward
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characteristics of wealth. The number of equi i
crowd the Calcutta course; the number of xfilcl;‘l);g?:rn‘gfl;;g
houses ; the number of handsomely dressed women, are out
.?f all Qro?’orﬁon to the number of good incomes in this splen-
did city.” The equipages are not well appointed ; half dirt
half deity ; well-built Phaetons or Britzskas, with um':outh and
undressed native grooms hanging on lazily behind. The houses
are_not often elegantly furnished ; there is seldom much taste
and seldom z2ny keeping, but still there is an enormous expendi-
ture of costly furniture, and every week, in the cold season
seos some two or three announcements of “ superb household
property to be sold.” The women, it is true, are rarely well-
dressed ; but the immense investments of rich satins and
gorgeous velvets—the latter rarely sold at less than a guinea a
yard—which pass into the hands of consumers every cold
weather, is altdgether incommensurate with the number of
ladies, whose means and position would, in English society,
:ntitle them to the use of such costly attire. The truth is that
n India very little money is spent upon what is not sees
There are no taxes and tithes to be paid, and no expenditurt;
n the Servants’ Hall. Thirty servants may be retained as
‘heaply in India, as three—the eternal Footman, House-maid
ind Cook—can be kept in dear-grained England : and where
here are no taxes, and no rates of any kind to be paid, a man
nay afford to dress his wife in satin and velvet ; to give' her a
Britzska to nd9 in; and to cover her dpawing-room couches
ind ottomans with the finest tabaret ever manufactured. Money
o use a homely expression, goes much furtheriin India than in

Zngland. Though many articles of consumption are dearer, -

he expenses of house-keeping are, on the whole, s

noney spent produces some certain l;tnd palpabl’e x;)gg:;,t::;i
Ne are not called upon to fritter 'away anything upon intan ible
senefits—a church establishment, a poor law, and the likeg In
nercy, we are spared the tax-gatherer. With an almost univer-
al predisposition to febrile and bilious disorders, and a sort of
reneral irritability of the system, the visitations of this periodical’
n::tnlcnf:e woulg] be m}o:c than we could bear up against. Kind
)ature i1s equable in her dispensati X
hole‘r; : bu(% e an her di e;: sation of favors. We have the

e have shown, that shortly before the black- i

nd the ba_ttle of Plassey, the Gayvernor amde so?rfg ?:vlvc 23.:1;:
igh functionaries drove out in their carriages or buggies—
ut that the junior servants of Government were f'orbiddeng even
> employ a chatteh-wallah. The battle of Plassey wrought a
ast number of very important changes ; and the Britishin India
don began to assume a local habitation-and a name, Before
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this, they scarcely existed as a class. Soon, how:ver, they
waxed into some amount of importance; and though Pondi-
cherry, in some respects, had advantages not possessed by
Calcutta,* we soon began to putsforth our sprezding leaves
and branches, and to overgrow our worthy neighbours, the
French. It was not, however, till some years after the battle
of Plassey, that carriages came generally into use. It was a
charge brought against Mr. Kiernander, the missionary, who
built the “Old Church,” in 1770, that he drove a cariiage
and four ; but his last biographer t,informs us, that this was
altogether untrue; for that at the time referred to, the only
people in the settlement, who sported carriages, were “ the
« Governor and Mr. Watts.” They must have come into general
use not very long after this. “ Conveyance by the palanquin is
“in use at Bengal,” wrote M. Grandpré in 1790, “but Calcutta
« exclusively of this mode abounds with all sotts of carriages,
« chariots, whiskies, and phaetons, which occasion in the even-
“ing as great a bustle as in one of the principal towns of
« Europe. There are also a great number of saddle horses,
% some of the Persian breed } of exquisite beauty, but no Ara-
“ bians, except a small sort called Poons, which are very much in
“yogue for phaetons”—“The usual mode of travelling is by
« palanquin,” says Lord Valentia; “but most gentlemen have
“carriages adapted to the climate, and horses, of which the

" “breed is much improved of late years. It is universally the

“ custom to drive out between sunset and dinner. The Muss-
“ aulchees, when it grows dark, go out to meet their masters on
“their return, and run.before them at the rate of full eight

_“miles an hourg,) and the numerous lights moving along the

* Esplanade produce a singular and pleasing effect.” This custom,
which has been long since exploded in Calcutta, still, we believe,
exists at Madras, where the bzach, on which the inhabitant:
enjoy the evening air—sea-air, oh ! how delicious—is ata con-
siderable distance from the majority of the garden-houses. The

3

® We must in all candour ackunowledge, even at the present day, that Pondi
cherry is qne of the very’pleasantest place we have ever visited in India. Tbx
climate is extremely good; there is a delightful sea reeze ; and the down itsel
is clean, regular, and more European in its aspect, than any locality in India. Then
is a nice open Place—the French must have a Place—and there are excellent road
in the outskirts of the town—far better than in the suburbs of Calcutta. The gentr
are eminently social and hospitable.” The native soldiers have a sort of Freach ai
and a French twist of the moustache; and the poor seem happy and contented. Ther
is an appearance of cleanliness and comfort, externally, about the native parts ¢
Fondicherry, which cannot fail to strike the observer.

+ Amglo-India—Vol. 3. This biography, in respect of dates, is siogularl
deficient. At page 163, we are told that Kiernander was bora in 1735. In 170¢
therefore, he was sixty years old ; and yet we are told that, at a period anteceder
to this, he was in his 83rd year, -
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} letee of Calcutta has ceased to beatorg.h-bearcr, or
::::szujgék o*-lanthorn ; the race has degenerated into a race of
sculllons. It will astonish many of our friends in England, who
‘think that the palanquin is cne of the greatest luxuries of the
East, and envy us the possession of such a dchghtf_ul con-
veyance, to learn, the few Europeans, unless they are driven to
it by hard necessity, ever put themselves inside so extremely
uncomfortdble a machine. Palanquins are used by the upper
classemof society almost exclusively for dawk journeys. To
» use one as an ordinary conveyance—to be seen moving in one
ahout the streets .of Calcutta, would be,” many thx_nk, to lose
caste. - This feeling is sufficiently absurd, and there is no sort of
occasion to display it; but it is perfectly intelligible, that
people who can afford to keep carriages should utterly dlsc'mid
the palanquin. Asa carriage is both a faster and cooler vehicle
than a palanquin, no one is likely to prefer the latter. Palan-
quins are principally employed in Calcutta, as hackney-coaches
and 'cabs are in London ; their best patrons being sailors and
cadets. A few Mofusil residents may keep these portable
ovens; but at the Presidency the use of them is almost entirely
confined to strangers ; for even the poorer classes—the clerks
and others—travel to their offices in some sort of a wheeled
carriage, which, if drawn by a _single pony, as many of tb(}ie
vehicles are, is a cheaper thing to keep than a palanquin, ’s
an article of luxury, it may have held a high place in those day (si
when only the governor and senior member of council sporte

wheel-carriages ; for a ride in a p_alanqu\{i' is a' degree or two
better than a walk in the sun; but neyv it is %cgarded as a sort
of refuge for the destitute, into which a man veXtures, on extra-
ordinary occasions, such as the breaking-down of his .carr;)a}gc
in ‘the streets, or any other untow.ara accident befalling him.
Such things may happen once ostwice to a Calcutta resw}l}ent,
‘in a period of half-a-dozen years ? There are many who a.:,j'e
not even within that space of time deposited themselves lnfl e
a palanquin—and e cannot but acknowledge, that the less

frequently a man indulges in this species of Oriental luxury,

r for his bodily comfort. ) v

the tilc':lt:ré‘ are few ds:oypoor, in these days, &5 not to be able to
keep a carriage.. The keeping a carriage in England is a very
magnificent thing. There is an unctuous smack in the very
mention of it, redolent of no small amount of well-to—doxshgess ;
even though the carriage be nothing higher than that. ‘%oc lne)f-
sounding ‘thing—an one-horse-shay. - But hgre the difficulty is
to find a man, who does not, in some t"orx.n,. keep a carqaﬁge.

It ‘may be a very sorry affair, but still it is a carriage, with as

good a right to the name, as the best appointed .Brit;ska_ that

»
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ever went rolling and swinging and plunging out ofja coach-
maker’s yard. If any one be cutious in this matter of carriages
—and books have been written on the subject—1Ilet him come to
Calcutta. He will here find carriagés of every degree, from the
highest to the lowest ; of every conceivable form and fashion ;
and many besides of which ‘it has never entered into his ima-
gination to conceive. An Englishman in India may~aptly be
described as a riding animal. Let the curious in such ryatters
station himself at one of the corners of Tank Square, Letween ten
and eleven in the morning, and again about six o'clock in the even-
ing : and count, not the number of carriages, but the number of
varieties of carriages that pass—Britzskas, Barouches, Landaulets,
Chariots, Phaetons, Buggies, Palanquins, Palki-gharries, Brown-
berries, Crahanchys (some of these unknown genera to the
English reader) and that let him post himself, tawards sunset,
on the saluting battery of Fort William, and view all these
varieties en masse. If Clive, or Admiral Watson were to revisit,
in this year of grace, 1844, the banks of that river, which,
nearly a century before they passed up, with the few ships and
small handful of fighting men, which paved the way for the
conquests of Hindostan, they would out-do Dominie Sampson
in their hearty exclamations of “Prodigious!” Where erst
were to be seen a few Bengallee fishermen or boat-men, mend-
ing their nets or cleaning their cooking-pots, on the jungly
banks of the river, is now w broad and level road, covered, at
evening tide, by hungreds of carriages and horse-men. No
sooner does the setting sun tinge the western horizon, than all
the English residegts in Chlcutta throw open their doors and
windows, make a fasty toilet and sally forth, in carriage or on
horse-back, to enjoy the euening air. ~ Before the sun has dis-
appeared behind the western bank of the river, the strand is
crowded with vehicles of every description—a concourse as

- dense as that, which may be seen on the Epsom Road during

the race-week, with even more entanglements and embarrasments;
for there is a stream setting both ways. Oné marvels who all
these people are that own these hundreds of carriages. The
first impression made upon the mind of the stranger is, that
there must be an enormous number of wealthy inhabitants in
Calcutta. But the equipage is, in reality, no sort of index to
the worldly possessions of the owner. It may let you, perhaps,
into the secret of a man’s vanity—certainly not of his income,
Some of the most pretending equipages on the course are
sperted by people belonging to the second class of society—
uncovenanted Government servants, petty East Indian or
European traders—respectable personages enough in their way

- and, peradventure, not much given to show; but the wife and
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the daughfers must have their britzska or barouche, though
they do pinch a little at home to maintain it ; and on the course
at least, the wife of the uncovenanted subordinate may jostle
the lady of"the head of thé offic. When we consider how
much is often sacrificed to support the dignity of the carriage
and pair—how much substantial comfort is thrown aside to
make roora for this little bit of ostentation—that the equipage
is with, many, z&¢ thing, from which they derive much of their
importances~we soon cease to wonder at the formidable array
of assuming conveyances, which throng the course every evening
at*sunset, and present a scene, which, as one of daily recurrence,
has not, perhaps, its parallel in the world. -

A few words nowon the subject of Dress. When those
sumptuary regulations were sent out against gold-laced coats,
there were very few English ladies in India. Of those few we
have but little account. When they began to increase in num-
bers, whatever may have been the general taste before they
very soon fell into the too-prevailing folly of over-dressing.—
Munro, in one of his familiar epistlgs, which we candidly confess,
have more charm for us than all his political letters, observes
with his usual sly satire—“I have myself so vulgar a taste, that
«] see more beauty in a plain dress, than in one tricked out
“ with the most elegant pattern, that ever fashionable painter
“feigned. This unhappy depravity of taste has been occasioned,
« perhaps, by my having been so long caccustomed to {view the
«Rrahmin women, who are in this couptry, both the first in
“rank and in personal charms almost always arrayed in nothing
“but simple pieces of dark blue cottoh cloth, which they throw

“ on with a decent art, and a careless grace, which in Europe

“] am afraid is only to be found ig the drapery of Antiques.
«The few solitary Eunglish ladies that I meet with only serve to
“strengthen my prejudices. I’ met with one, the other day, all
« bedizened and huddled into a new habit, different from any
“thing 1 had ever seen before. On asking her what name it
- went by, she was surprised that 1 did not know the a <la
“ Grégue. It looked, for all the world, like a large petticoat
« thrown over her stmulders, and drawn togetherclose under her
«arms. I could not help smiling to think how Ganganelli and
“ the Abbé Winkelman and the King of Naples would have stared
“ had they dug such a Greek as this out of Herculaneum.”* Nor

* We have before us 2 volume printed in London in 1809, which tontains a long
snd not very witty series of letters (originally published in a Calcutta Newspaper)
upon this very diverting subject. The book is entitled < 7%ke ZLadies’ Monilor,
being a series of letters first published in Bengal on the subject of Female agparel,
tending 1o favor a regulated adoption of Indian Costume ; and a rejection of super-
Anous vesiure by the ladies of this country, &c., &'., &."} The work, like the title, is
vather long. Itis nothing more than an amplification of the idea contained in the

" James Campbell.” " This is a recent work—
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do the gentlemen escape ; therg were fops, it s S, 1
‘c‘lays, standing greatly in need of the zu’mptu:re)rfrffép:ﬁat{g%sse
“ The fashions of the gentlemen,” he says, “are proi)ably as
) fantastical as those of the ladies, though from having them
) continually before my eyes, the absurdity of them, does not
" strike me so much. We have black and white hats : thunder
“ and lightning coats, stockings of seven colours, and ta’mb‘oured
) waistcoats bedaubed with flowers, and more tawdry finery |
than was ever exhibited on old tapestry.” A mor)é recen{
writer, Colonel Campbell,* has given us a picture of the Bomba
fashionables, not much more complimentary than that whicg
i\Iunro has recorded of Madras—*I was induced.” he’ writ
) to go to a ball given here by some gentlemen to Mrs =
) the wife of an officer of rank, about to proceed to as‘sume a
) command in the interior. But, in truth, I cannot retend
) even to be an admirer of those, who, in Bombay are plooked
“upon as fashionables; yet I am by no means, nor had I
“‘ reason to be prejudiced against them. * . M ¢ i
. nothing at that grand ball, t3 induce me to change the o insiz‘r‘;
) I had previously formed; or to make me imagine thalt) the
“ could ever have moved in any other world ofbfashion thar}:
. their own. With few exceptions, the ladies were either bad]
or over-dressed ; or I should rather say, that their very expen}i

L el 3
sive dresses were ill-made und generally worse puton, and the

“ profusion of ornaments, which man

“ g R y of them wore, h

) ‘\;ery different effect from ;vhat was intended, and 1 cc;uldadnoi

: ;_xtththm}’c what 2 Parisian belle would have thought of most
of them.” It gricves us to add, that much of this is in a

“ degree applicable even t Calcutta, in the present civilized times

:};Zabl){) ntiomian?asszrt, lt)h’at a well-dressed woman is not occa
¢ e tound; but the number of smart dressers i ¢
. ers
of all tproportxon to the number of ladies who dress wefl 15'191?;
vice of over-dressing is but too common. The qyietand laay-]ike

- Is rarely attained. More money is spent on dress by ladies
»

gl}lgiinl:jusb;&ltd ;z}:;joy‘a %iven income, in _this country, than in

ng — e result is singularly unfortunate. W

» - . - * e kn

{:;tdhow 1; might be, if our society were blessed with a(r)xw

fead ers of Zon endowed with a small modicum of taste - but fo};

sor led yealils past, those who have aspired to lead the fas’hione;ble
rla—whose position, derived from the official rank of their

¥
?t:;i;thf:‘:;esplé t’_I'hom?s‘ Munro’s letter, spun out to the len
me portions of it are amusing, we ha
passages, in illustration of our subjecgt' PGy ity
pages. ' '
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husband’s, has placed them in the highest grades of our local
aristocracy, bave certainly done nothing to create a taste for the
quiet and the subdued. Simple elegance has been, for years
past, at a discount. The obtrusive and the overpowering have
carried everything before them. This, in imanners, too, as much
asin dress® We have sometimes had our attentidn directed, in
a large (by courtesy) fashionable assemblage to “that nice
> English-lebking person on the other side of the room ;” and we
have looked and beheld a young girl, or a young married
waman, seemingly fresh from England, and looking in the
inornate good taste of her attire and in her simply curled or
_braided hair very much unlike the rest of the room; and we
need not add, very much better. It is difficult to persuade people
who can afford to be extravagant, that extravagance is not ele-
gance ; and that the finest investment of satins and velvets that
ever reached Calcutta will go no way to make a lady. We think
it would be well if sumptuary regulations were to be sent out
against our feminine aristocracy. Simplicity is a virtue of such
high repute, that the legislature would do well to encourage it.
As to the men—we are not aware that the temperature of
Calcutta has been reduced within the last few years. We
believe it to be as hot now, as it was in the memorable year of
the Black-Hole. In those and in later times, strenuous efforts
were made by the European inhabitasts to counteract, .in some
small measure, the severity of the climate by wearing the lightest
possible apparel. One would imagine that there had recently
been a very extraordinary atmospherital revolution; for within
the last five or six years, we have noticed a prigressive tendency
towards heavy vestments, especially in crowded assemblies, at
large dinner parties, and on all other oacasions where the heat is
more than usually intense. Td see a man sit down to dinner in
the month of May, dressed from head to foot in black broad-clotb,
is a spectacle calculated to teach a lesson in Martyrology not
easily to be forgotten. Formerly, white jackets were. frequently
—white trowsers universally—worn at dinner parties, in the hot
weather. Now ont’s eyes are seldom gladdened with a scrap of
white, unless it be a wrist-band or a shirt collar. We have a
lively recollection of the oppressive heat, at a large dinner party
in August, where the only gentleman out of uniform, who had the
good sense to appear in white trowsers, was the Governor-Gene-
ral. We do not know who may have been the griginators of this
broad-cloth infatuation ; but we are not sure, that if we were to
see them in a modern Black-Hole, we should exhibit more
mercy towards them, than the Subadar’s guards exhibited
towards Mr. Holwell and his ill-fated companions. A few years

ago, when a man left home to dine with a friend, he put himself
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into a white jacket; when he went to a formal party, he put
himself into his coat and his white jacket into his carriage; or
he sent the latter article of apparel by one of his servants to
meet him at his host’s. On arriving he was immediately in-
vited to discard the coat and substitute the jacket. In Calcutta
this good custom has fallen, of late years, into abeyance. It
would seem as though the object were to render a Calcutta
dinner party—always bad enough—the most detestable thing
ever invented for the punishment of civilized man. Tn the hot—
test weather now, the fashion is, to appear at a durra-khana
dressed in broad cloth from head to foot. These entertainments
scarcely needed such an aggravation to render them capable of
affording the least attractive means of passing a sultry evening
that human ingenuity could devise.
. And this leads us naturally enough to consider the manner
in which an Indian day is spent—we differ from our fathers in
nothing more remarkably, than in the distribution of our time.
We have been gradually getting into later and later hours;
lengthening out the day for purposes of business, and assimilat-
ing our customs to those which obtain at home. “The writers,”
says Mr. Forbes in his Memoirs, “ at the period of my arrival at
) Bombay (1765), and during the whole time of my officiating in
) that capacity, were fully engaged from nine o'clock to twelve,
) when they retired from their respective officers to dinner, which
" was then at one o'clock Tn every class of English soziety. At
“two, the writers returned to their employment until five;
when after a dish of tea, a social walk on a fine sandy beach,
: open to the sajnbrious western breeze, gave us a keener appe-
: tite for supper than our scanty pittance of thirty rupees per
: month could furnish.  Such was our constant practice six days
in the week.” Writing in 3780, Mrs. Fay, the wife of a
barrister, in an amusing series of letters, published many years
‘a‘lftcrwards, says : “ The dinner hour, as | mentioned before, is
. two, and it is.customary to sit a long, while at table;
) particularly during the cold weather. * * *. Daring dinner
“a good deal of wine is drank, but very little after the cloth is re-
. moved, except in Bachelors’ parties, as they are called ; for the
“custom of reposing, if not of sleeping, after dinner is so general,
) that the streets of Calcutta are from four to five in the afternoon
almost as empty of Europeans as if it were midnight, * * * *
Next come the evening airings on the course, where every one
goes, though "sure of being half suffocated with dust. On
returning from thence, tea is served, and universally drank here
even dl‘mng the extreme heats, After tea, either card or music
fll up the space ’till ten, when supper is usually announced.
* Formal visits are paid in the evening; they

Ee 2 )
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“are generally very short, as perhaps each lady has a dozen
“to make and a party waiting for,her at home besides. Gentle-

“men also gall to offer their respects, and if asked to put down
“their hat, it is considered as an invitation to supper.”
“You will naturally wish to know my mode of life in Bengal,”
writes Mr. Shore, in 1787. “I rise early, ride sevgn to ten miles,
“and breakfast by eight o'clock: after that, business occupies
“my time till the hour of dinner, which is three. Qur meals

wwe here are casort ; and in the evening, when the weather permits,
“which at the season of the year (January) is daily, I walk
“out. The remaining time between that and ten o’clock, which
“is my hour to rest, I spend with my friends ; as [ make it a rule
*not to attend to business of an evening. Suppers are by no
“ means agreeable to me. At present we have balls every week ;
“but I am not fond of them; and, indeed, have been at one
“private ball only, which was given by Lord Cornwallis ; nor
*“have I yet attended one play.”

Sir James Mackintosh, writing from Bombay in the year 1805,
says : “ The regular course of our idle and disengaged day is as
“follows : We often are, and always®ought to be, on horse-back

- “before six (soon it will be five). We return from our ride to
“breakfast at eight ; when, to shew the enervating effects of
“climate, I eat only two eggs and a large plate of fish and rice
“ called kedgeree ; not to mention two cups of coffee and three
“of tea. During the forenoon there is mo exertion, nor goiag out,
“except for necessity. We then write, reed, &c. At four, when
“alone, we dine ; and from half past five to seven walk ; which,
“for the last four months, we could d& with g‘eat pleasure. At
“seven we drink tea, and from tea to bed ttme, I read to our
“whole family party.” Ziffins seem to have come into Calcutta
with the present century—and the dinn®r hour, which had been
growing later and later in the day, to have been thrown back,
about the same time, suddenly to the evening. Lord Valentia,
who visited Calcutta about the date of the preceding extract,
says: “It is usval®in Calcutta to rise early, in order to enjoy
“the cool air of the morning, which is particularly pleasant
“before sunrise. At twelve they take a hot meal, which they
“call tiffing, and then generally go to bed for two or three hours.
* The dinner hour is commonly between seven or eight ; which is
“certainly too late in this hot climate, as it prevents an evening
“ride at the proper time, and keeps them up till midnight or
“later.” A later writer, Captain. T. Williamscn, whose brief

. remarks on Anglo-Indian manners were published in 1813,* says :

* The EBuropean in India, from a collection of drawings by Charles D'Oyley,
with a preface and copious descriptions by Captain Thomas Williamson, &, &¢”

'We refer the curious to this work, which contains numerous pictorial illustrations of
Anglo-Indian Life, thirty yearsago. " ‘
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“ Those who take exercise on horse-back are usually up as soon
“ as the day begins to dawn, and return before the sun is well up.
“ The hour for breakfast is as various with us as in England—
“Tea, coffee, eggs, toast, and fish form the oriental dejeuné.
«s % * » The forenoon is dedicated to business, or to
“« reading, writing, &c., and among the idle, the hooksh, or even-
“ tually cards fill the vacuum. Those who have to attend their
“offices repair to them in their palankeens; and when their
“ duties are performed, which generally occupy four or”five’
“ hours, return to their homes, or wvisit some friend; and after
« partaking of a tiffing, undress and sleep ’till near sm.ms‘et;
“ when they again put on clean clothes of every description,
“and repair to dinner, which by that time is generally ready.
“ Coffee and tea are served about eight or nine o'clock. Suppers

“are not usual, except among families in Calcutta, and some out-

“stations of Civil servants, Among the Military early hours
“ are much attended to, and it is rare, in cantonments, to find any
“one out of bed at ten o'clock at night, or in bed after five in the
“morning. Their profession, no doubt, is the principal cause of
“this regularity, which. is,” however, greatly increased by the
“want of female society; there being very few European
“ladiesin India. I should probably far exceed their numbers
“were [ to estimate all living under the Bengal Government at
“three hundred.”

And here a few words may be bestowed—and not thrown
away—upon our style of living, past and present. By
living we mean to signify the process by which life is sustained
—in other woyds, our style of feeding. M. Grandpré, in
his time, looked with contempt upon the fare of the English
in Calcutta. We doubt, not that they managed these things
better in the French settlement. * With respect to living,”
says the Frenchman, “ the fare is but indifferent in Calcutta.
“ Provisions for the table are confined to butcher's meat,
“a fowl now and then, but little or no ,game, and scarcely
“a greater quantity of fish. Mutton is almost universally the
“standing dish.2; Mrs. Fay, alluding tq an earlier period,
after her own amusing (but riot very elegant) fashion, says,
that provisions of every kind were, in her times, abundant
and cheap. In one of her letters she writes: “We were
“frequently told in England, you know, that the heat in
“ Bengal destroyed the appetite. [ must own, that I never yet
“saw any proof of that; on the contrary, I cannot help think-
“ing, that I never saw an equal quantity of victuals consumed.
“We dine, too, at two o’clock in the very heat of the day. At
“this moment Mr. F——is looking out with a -hawk’s eye for
“his dinner; and though still much of an invalid, I have no
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‘doubt of being able to pick a bit myself. 1 will give you our
“bill of fare, and the general prices of things :—A soup, a roast
‘fowl, curry cand rice,a mutton pie, a fore-quarter of lamb,
‘a rice pudding, tarts, very good cheese, fresh churned butter,
‘fine bread, excellent madeira (that is expensive, but eatables
‘are very ¢heap) :—a whole sheep costs but two supees: a lamb
*one rupee, six good fowls or ducks ditto ; twelve pigeons ditto;
‘twelve pounds of bread ditto; two pounds of butter ditto;
Fumd a joift of veal ditto”* In a later letter, she gives
us a picture of a two qclock burra, kkana, at Bombay,
which she says, was in the old style: “We dined, one
#day, at Mr. Nesbit’s, chief of the Marine, who gave us
“a repast in the true o/d Indian style, ‘The tables, they
“groaned with the weight of the feast’ We had every joint of
“a calf on the table at once ; nearly half a Bengal sheep ; several
“large dishes of *fish ; boiled and "roast turkies, a ham, a kid,
“ tongue, fowls, and a long train of et-ceteras. The heat was
“excessive, the hour two, and we were thirty in company, in a
“ lower-roomed house ; so you may conceive what sensations
“such a prodigious dinner would produce.” Mr. Tennant, the
author of those interesting volumes entitled /ndian Recreations
to which we have already referred, writing in 1798 from the
Mofussil, says, “ The mode of living in this part of India
“ (Cawnpore) has, within the last ten or fifteen years, undergone
“a very great alteration. Before thal period, the civil and
“ military servants of the Company of %he first rank were
“lodged in bungalows worse than those o a subaltern of the
“present day; as the practice of feeding beef, mutton, pork,
“and poultry was not then introduced, their tables were very

L]

* In this extract from Mrs. Fay's lettcr it will be seen what were the prices of
the common articles of food in 1780. The Indian reader will at once perceive, that
they are much below the present standard. As time has advanced and the influx
of Europeans into Indis has increased, the ordinary provisions of the country
have gradually become odearer and dearer, whilst the prices of all imported
srticles have failen in an equal rate. Mr. Forbes, referring to the earliest years of
the present century, say: * The prices of most kinds of provisions were nearly
**doubled since I first know Bombay (1763), but there appeared no deficiency of either
*European or Indian commodities. The shops in the bazaar were well stored with
“articles for luxury and comfort from all parts of the world ; and every breeze
“wafted a fresh sapply.”—Mrs. Fray mentions, that in her time, Claret was sold at
3ixty rupees a dozen.” Lord Valentia tells us. that it was poor staft being highly

"* medicated ” for the voyage. This was the Zng/fsh Claret, which, of late years, has

been almost driven out of the market. Fifty years ago, it was not unusual for wine
to run short at the different settlements; and then the price kept pace with the
scarcity. Mr. Cordener naively tells us, that when the ship, in which he sailed,
reached Bombay, there was an immediate enquiry after Claret, ¢ Among the first
** enquiries which were made of the Captain of the ship, was, how many chests of
¢“Claret he had on board; that favorite beverage being then scarce at the settle-
“ment.” A quantity of Claret, Burgundy and Hermitage, to the value of nearly
three lakds of rupees, now passes annually through the Calcatta Custown House.
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« poorly .supp.lied ; even vegetables were nir’l toct{?n?:ti,.”t{lmllv%:
“an article indespensibly necessary to the I PR
Cordener, who arrived at Madras i this same ye‘.r,h ar:, Y wer-
apparently alludes to the state of affairs in 1799, ’cf OI_}IID ’[z:an
haps, to a later period, observes that, « all clgsse's_do uropend
“saciety here live sumptuously, and many indivi dua)s C'XFt) I
“from two to ten thousand pounds each annually in main atm&
“ing their households. The economy of their t.ableglls ent;_rus)tji 3 .
“ entirely to native servants, who load them with disiigs u S;Atu
“meat, estimating the goodness of the dinner by the qttx}alm;i);

“ which they crowd upon the board ; and in most houses ert,he
“but a scanty supply of vegetables. Even rice and, 1curtx"y, h

« staple food of the country, are often omitted, probab yh iacau e
“they are common ; but they are the best and most w oles}?mc

“ nourishment which India affords.” Here we see, in al tf ese
accounts, the same reference to the mis-placed solidity o atn
Indian meal. In respect of our fare generally, there seerr;]s o
have been a progressive improvement. In 1790, as \ge ave
already seen, M. Grandpré, an officer in the Erenc Eatl;?");l’
thought it “indifferent” I 18035, Lord Valentia, an nﬁ lst
nobleman, thought it “ excellent :"—* The viands are fexge en ;
“and served in great profusion, to the no small satis ac:_tcxlon b?

“ the birds and beasts of prey, to whose share a consfl Ie)mt e

“ proportion of the remains fall ; for the lower orders of Portu-

““guese, to whom alone they would be serviceable, cannot

’ i i i risited Cal-
“ e the whole”> Anintelligent writer who visi
cuctigsl;rgout the same time—a gentleman of the Madras Bag
bears similar high testimony to the excellence of the dmnsrl, z}:nd
speaks with repfure of the delights of the /o// shrabd. a

~“ample specimens of Bengal hospitality,” he writes, “and of the

“luxury of Bengal dinners in,particulz}r, But'although. t}clie
“ dinner-hour is late and the most skilful variety of_énan z
“ solicits your appetite, Calcutta dinners are but a Iar;)gux s?ra
“of thing. You have stomach, perhaps, to pick the .oget o
“floriken, or may get through a fine delicious sn‘lpe,1 u t{otlx
“cannot grapple with a slice of beef or of Bénga mufqt.
“The tifin, a meal at two o’clock,* defrauds the dinner ol i i
“homage due. But the luxury of the first glass of cool clare
“f1oil shraub) that salutes your lips ! Skilfully refrigerated, 1thls
“a celestial draught. The ‘icy nectar courses down the
“ whole system, with the rapidity of lightning ; the spirits haxie
“set free as from the torpor of enchantment, and the whole
“being undergoes a refreshing transformation.”t

it wi ding to Lord
* In a passage quoted above it will have Leen seen, that accor -
Valentiay theptiﬂﬁflgho(\lu was twelve—and yet the two writers refer to the same period,

+ New Monthly Magazine.
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And now that we have shown how our countr

£ ow th men
l“::re wgnt, :n times of old, to get through the Indian)iday
us devete a few words to the present.  Strange as it ma);
appear, it is unquestionably true, that thoughb we found
;‘t,eanaro::asyl task to exhibit the manners of our fore-fathers,
e g .et_\a most inclined to turn aside from the difficulty
o picting our own. The work of sketching an Indian
?“'_);},1 ::1 f&ese times, is by no means one of easy accom-
!Ei}. nrent™ The general custom is, to follow the example
of sterne and to “take,a single captive” Thus every
petri-wig-pated fellow gives a picture of his own anzl
E::gsn mtl?‘a{smgle portrait all the most monstrous features
he ]astcoa ect ronf'a community of'many hundreds, producing,
et e cox}lpo>1te order of being, the like of which the
rorld e Sne\éer seen. Mr. George W. Johnson, “ Advocate
Horiie upréme Court of. Calcutta, Fellow of the Agri-
rticultural Society of India, &c.,” who has lately written

a book, the title of which we have printed in the head of this
ar}tlgcle, presents the world with a picture of a day in Calcutta
:lv ;ch is rcmarkaple_ as represénting neither the habits of
t.ca.ss,fnor of any individual member of one. It is a collec-
s;orgevthe? greaé number of features, which may have existed
B ]ohnse’ ,and some whlch-have existed no where out of
o knea?}n ds imagination, all jumbled incongruously together
2nd kne ed into a monstrous whol@. The truth is, that since
o e Sr;ca-lln population of India has so gxeatly increased, there
Qurseess: rily a greater variety in thegtyle of manner of living.
N S vary according to the tastes and the duties of indi-
al members of society. Thus, a picture, sketched to the

life, of which Thompson is the model, might be recognized in no”

fl;iai'g::: Eg’e_/ones. If we say, that the English in India rise
and e slzm-—take a long ride—sleep for an hour or so—
Thompsansna ¢ a hearty breakfast, we might hit off the said
sine] 7S morning avocations to a nicety ; but _fomes, at every
fing ebpomt,mll incontinently put in his denials. One man
a:f:‘.he lf?fcgre the sun, mounts his horse, and takes his gallop;
verandalr?s?s wtx)th the sun, saunters in his garden, paces his
Joaneah, or betakes himself at once to his dressing room to
third In pegammals, tea, toast, and the morning papers ; a
any loss f)sf ts.orne time after the sun, bathes and dresses without
pee ey tobm!e’ and reads, or writes his letters, or devotes
it oy p0 ggmiss, an hour before breakfast. A% a general rule,
Engl znd la).l > that we are earlier risers in this country, than in
existencc;_ofu we should be sorry to pledge ourselves to the
at it g any other general rules. Breakfast comes—some
7 » and some look atit. It may consist of fish, rice, eggs,
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cold meat, fruits and preserves ;* it may be nothing but a cup of
tea and a single slice of dry toast; or, perchance, it lies midway
somewhere between these two extrzmes. There is @ thing called
breakfast in most houses; it may be taken at nine o’clock or
earlier ; or at any time up to eleven ; and after it, comes either the
serious occupation, or the strenuous idleness of the day. Men
of business then begin to work ; idlers begin to amuse them-
selves. The merchant, or the Civilian, or the Staff-officer at the
Presidency, puts himself into his carriage, or hurries away to ms
office. In the military cantonment,the regimental officer, who
has got through the principal business of the day, before many
of his countrymen are out of their beds, betakes hipeself to the
billiard table ; or prepares for a round of visits; or lounges
away his morning at home. Our ladies, too, spend their morn-
ings after as many different fashions, as the busier lords of the
creation. One sits at home to receive morning’ visits; another
goes out to pay them ; a third gives orders, that her doors shall be
closed (durwasek bund is the Indian “ not at home ™) and seats

~herself down quietly in her drawing room or boudoir to write

letters, or to read a new bnok, or to practice anew piece of
music. One has many household duties to perform and think
it is her duty to perform them ; another leaves all these things to
her underlings, and wonders that the day is so long. Mrs. A. is
busy with her children; Mrs. B, with her worsted-work ; and
Mrs. C. with a pattern of"a dress for the Fancy-ball. There are
as marny different waj’ of spending the morning, as there are
varieties, social and mora}y of womankind. Habits vary according
to taste, principle, physical health, social position, and the length
of the purse, in f;dia as much as in England. There is this
difference, however ; that here morning visits are paid in the
morning ; at home they are paial in the afternoon. We devote
the time between breakfast and luncheon to these little social
duties. The afternoon we consider entirely our own. ~As to the
tifin itself, our friends in England regard us en srasse as
tiffin-eating animals; but the epithet does not describe us.—
Very few men of business eat tiffin at all ; upless a biscuit and a
glass of wine, or @ few sandwiches, are entitled to bear the
name. Idlers may indulge themselves as they like ; but the man
of business, who leaves home at ten o'clock and returns not
before five—the intermediate hours being thoroughly occupied—
must content himself with what is called a s»ack. In most cases,
it will be found, that he eats asatisfying breakfast, and gets
through the day very well with the aid of a biscuit, or a few

* Mr. G, W. Johnson adds curry and ale as two of the components of an ordi-

. mary Calcutta breakfast. Our experience does not extend to ady class of Calcutta

soclety, at whose breakfast tables these delicacies are to be seen.
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sandwiches and a glass of Sherry. In these times, the day’s
work'is really a day’'s work ; mern do not go home to tiffins or
early dinnets; nor can they afford to indulge in the afternoon
stestas, which, in former days, were so general. A true bill, we
believe, may be found on this latter charge, against some ladies
and somg regimental officers; but the majority of European
residents in India have too much to do, to think of sleeping
before dinner. From fen or eleven o'clock to five or six, office-
‘med are hard at work. Let no one suppose, that they lounge
through their business, after,an indolent, undress fashion—that
they loll upon easy couches, hookah in hand, and lazily give
instructioninto their underlings, whilst they sip their delicious
sherbet and puff out the fumes of the odoriferous chellum.
The life of a man of business in India is anything, but a luxuri-
-ous one. In spite of heat, of languor, of oppression, of all the
overpowering influences of the climate, he toils throughout the
long day, in a comfortless counting house, perhaps in a room,
the heated atmosphere of which is rendered rore intolerable by
the presence of a score of oily native clerks, and returns home,
at sunset, jaded and exhausted, {o take his evening drive, and
afterwards, perhaps, to be dragged to a sultry dinner party.
The drive refreshes him a’little. He “eats” as much air as he

~ «<an get, and with it more dust than he desires. He has not very

much to say to his wife, who sits beside him in the britzska ; for
his head is crammed full of business, and he cannot empty it
on the spur of the moment. Perhaps he does not accompany
his wife.at all. He mounts his horsa; or he remains at home
lounging about the verandah. Judging by the number of ladies
‘to be seen on the course without their husbandé, neither of these
contingencies would appear to be very, uncommon. Well; the
ride or the no-ride over, the time for dressing has arrived. Ten
to one, that the gentleman, if he be engaged to dine abroad, says
that it is “a confounded bore”—and it is possible that his wife
‘may agree with him. Still they go—and go, again and again—
-grumbling all the time, but talking, however obvious the remedy,
no steps to mitigatg the evil of which they complain.

There is nothing more easily regulated. You may dine
wout every night—or you may stay at home, with equal
uniformity, if you will only come to the determination of

- shaping your measures accordingly. In India, asin all other

societies, men and women are divided into two classes—
the domestic and the undomestic. Your next door neigh-
bour may be—like ours—the veriest gad-about in existence,
and whilst you sit quietly at home every evening, the picture of
domesticity, reading, like Sir James Mackintosh, to your wife
and daughters, whilst they busily ply their needles, you may

)
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hear your neighbour’s carriage plunge out of his compound a
little before eight and retusn a little after eleven, ¢with
the utmost regularity, six nights in the seven, whilst on the
seventh, if curiously inclined, you might learn pretty nearly the
number of his guests, by counting the strokes on the gong,
which annouces the arrival of the Sakid-louge. And these
dinners,—what are they, for which so much is too frequently
sacrificed ? Not quite so intolerable, perhaps, as those two o'clock
“daylight dinners,” round a table steaming with suviic fiosig
which Mrs. Fay has described; and ye¢t, as we have already shown,,
regarding them not gastronomically but socially, evils of a magni-
tude not to be despised. The dinner is itself a passabje dinner—
good to look at, and not bad to eat; the wine is fair wine and
iced to a point preclusive of much criticism on the matter, if it
be not fair—but either glittering plate, nor dainty looking
entremets, nor good wine iced to a deception, will’ go far to make
a pleasant evening. There is for the most parta something want-
ing. One half of the party* are worne out with the fatigues of the:
day; and the other half, if they have not that excuse, ought to
have it—or a better one. ‘And yet to these languor-ridden
dinner-parties many betake themselves, night after night;
grumbling each time at the dire necessity; yet well content to
endure the same infliction on the morrow. He goes—Bachelor
or Benedict ; if the former, because he is assiduous as a visitor
if the latter, because he "gives what he receives ; and thereby
brings down upon Mmself a deluge of invitations. He goes—
and thus the day is conclypded. It is his choice to go. Perhaps
it is his pleasure }o grumble,

Still the diners-out form but a segment, though a large one, of
our society. There are many who delight in the quiet evening
at home, and rarely or never crass their threshold, to dinner, ball,
play, or concert, after returning from their evening drive.
The domestic virtues are cultivated as sedulously in India, as in
England ; and not, perhaps, by a smaller proportion of the gross

* Small parties, badly managed, are worse than large gnes. At the latter you
may. perhaps, stumble on some one, whom yon wish to meet ; and, by alittle fxnesse,
contrive to get through the evening with profit or with pleasure. At all events, your
dulness and desespoir are less perceptible, At the former there is no hope for you if
the company be ill assorted. In this country, however, where wany gentlemen are
engaged in business throughout the day, and many ladies during several months of
the year, are afraid to leave the house before sunset, a well regulated system of dianer-
visiting is useful and may be agreeable ; for without such visiting social intercourse
would often be brought to a dead lock. It is principally because so little regard
is paid to the important point of the assortment of guests, that dinner parties in
Calcutta are so dull and unsocial. In the more limited society of a Mofussil
station this evil does not exist; but it is replaced by another of equal magni-
tude. If cne runs no risk of meeting a party of entire strangers at dinner, one soon
begins to weary of seeing the same faces every night of one’s life.
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amount of gentility. There are here, as at home, some who lead
quiet domestic lives from necessity ; and some from choice—and
it will not appear upon, enquiry now, whatever the case may have
been in former days, that our standard of domestic morality
is one degree below that one of our brethren in the West.

But this is a topic upon which we cannot afford to enter. Our
article has already extended beyond its legitimate length ; and
here we _must break off for the present. our subject is not
nearly "€khausted ; and we shall, doubtless, have an early oppor-
tunity of returmn(r toit. We have yet to touch upon many of
the smost interesting features of the social character of the
English in T=dia.

Art. 1IL.—JOHN MURDOCH, LL.D.

CORES of missionaries in India have been found
not to know Dr. Murdoch by name: yet, Lord
Curzon detected him and obtained an interview with
him. He lived in Madras, and died there on the 10th |
of August, 1904 ; but he belorged to all India. H‘is
modesty kept him out of notice, although kis work,
extending over sixty years, entitled him to a place in
the front rank of the world’s missionaries. He may be
described in three respects :—1. He did a prodigious
work, 2. He kept himself entirely obscure. 3. He
maintained a grand and consistent character. The
lessons of his life are-instructive’ and inspiring in no
COmMMmOon measure.

John Murdoch came out to Ceylon from Glasgow,
in the Government Educational Service, in 1844, d¢ the
age of twenty-four yeats. Others had similarly come
out, and very many have done so since, to Ceylon and
to India. They come, do their duty, receive due promo-
tion, and retire on pension But John Murdoch
was unlike the comnlon sort. His spirit was stirred
within him when he obServed the ignorance and.
degradation of multitudes of Tamil coolies from
the opposite coast of India. His officiat work was
confined to the thigher classes of the Cingalese, and
even so, to his enthusiastic soul, seemed to lack an
adequate purpose. Like David Copperfield, he “formed
a great resolution,” and, in his fifth year of service,
resigned his, lucrative post, forfeited his life prospects,
and endeavoured to conduct a press for the production
of vernacular literature at Kandy. That was a real faith
mission, but John Murdoch said nothing about it: it

>
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was never his custom to talk about himself or tell
people what he was deing, till it was done and
could be, seen. He lived on the poorest fare and
struggled uphill for five years more, accomplishing
little, but adhering to his resolution.” Then he
crossed over to Madras, and took counsel with
the Church of England Bishop there. He also travelled
about South India, interesting many missionaries in his
pet'projegz\i)f literature for the masses, and was success-
ful in forming the South Indian School Book Society.
At the same time he was accepted as a missionary in
India by the United Presbyterians of his native city, but
‘was not ordained. This secured him a regular salary,
small enough, but more than sufficient for the needs
of a man who lived as helived! In{1858 the Christian
Vernacular Education  Society for all India was
established in London, as a Christian Memorial of the
=-Mutiry, and John Murdoch was appointed its Indian
Agent, with Madras as his headquarters. That Society
absorbed the former, local, one; and nearly forty years
afterwards it united itself to the’Christian Literature

Society which a few enthusiasts had laboured to start -

in India. i

From 1858 onward nd change took place in
Murdoch’s life and work, except that his years
increased and his Jabours multiplied. The Secretaryship
of the Madras Religious Tract Society—an unpaid
office—was laid on his able and willing shoulders; and
the production of leaflets, tracts, and little books, in
many languages, went on apace. Missionaries in every
part of India became aware that a Titan was at work,
- as publications, bearing the letters C.V.E.S. (latterly
C.L.S.) came to their hands in a profusion which the
most sanguine had: scarcely dreamed of. Many years
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ago Mr. Murdoch came to know that valuable tracts
were produced and circulated in some parts of the
country, but were never heard of «in other parts having
other languages. He thereupon caused English trans-
lations to be made of the best tracts in different parts
of India, and sent these all over the country, to be
translated into the respective vernaculars and publjshed
in place of inferior tracts locally' produced. As know-
ledge of English spread among the intelligent ¢lasses,
Mr. Murdoch perceived that his best opportunity lay in
the use of that language; and during the last twenty-
five or thirty years, he filled a gulf passed over by
Government and missionaries, in providing literature
for this callow class of readers.- He gave his first
attention to school books, of which he produced a
series adapted to the needs and idgas of the country.
His “ Manual of Geography,” which was one of the

largest, passed through forty-eight editions. Murdoch

was also watchful of new subjects occupying the atten-
tion of the reading classes, and contrived to be the first
out with a book setting’forth a sound view of each as
it came up. Hs educational work in this way was
most valuable and far-reaching. Every book he made
was for sale, and his success in having his publications
sold amazed the whole body of missionaries who, by
gratuitous distribution of literature, had spoiled the
market among a people not fond at that time of paying
for what they read. Mr. Murdoch's rules were :—1,
To put a very low price on each book. 2. To use a
simple style of language—short words, short sentences,
and the diregt construction. 3. To spare exhortation,
and give plenty of useful, interesting information. By

this rule he was able to expose the evil of Native. |
. customs and the folly of Native philosophies, and show

H

-
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the value of sound principles, tfue science, and
Christian teaching, with sconvincing force but w?th-
out giving offence. As a matter of fact, his publ'lca-
tions were very popular. 4. Lastly, to use illu.stratlons
copiously. Mr. Murdoch made a revolutlo.n m\ch'eap
Indian literature in this respect. The illustrations
he used were rough, common woodcuts, and his
i;}g’é};uity and skill in *procuring then.l were such that
he left a stock of twelve thousand at his death.

The bulk of his publications were priced at from
one quarter of an anna to four annas a copy. The
subjects included all branches of general know.ledge,
with not a little politics and religion, biography, history,
travel, natural science, natural history, astronomy (with
keen hits at astrology), sanitation, foreign nations,
ancient nations, aboriginal tribes, religions and supersti-
tions of all ages and countries, education of women,
‘training of children, Hindoo home life contrasted with
English home life, Hindoo castg, the gods, the temples,
and the worship of India, the satred scriptures of the
East, Hindoo pilgrimage, social and domestic reform,
thrifc and economy, duties of citizenship, the changes
in India under British Government, progress and pro-
sperity of India, elevation of the outcastes, th(? Chris.tian
religion. Besides special books on Christianity, written
in most attracsive forms, almost every book points to
God as the Creator, Ruler, Protector, Judge, and
Saviour. About twenty-five years ago Mr. Murdoch
started a monthly illustrated paper, in English, which he
named Progress, to provide mixed religious and useful
reading for students. That journal, made up of cut-
.ngs, steadily maintained a high tone, and at the time
of Dr. Murdoch’s death had a- monthly circulation of
three thousand copies, which is marvellous in a country
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where 'some leading English papers are proud if they
circulate four thousand copies an issue. In recognition
of these successful and useful labours, the Glasgow
University copferred on him the honorary degree of
Doctor of Laws, s
Nearly all Dr. Murdoch’s publications were com.
piled, cuttings from here and there being pieced <o--
gether with the terse, decisive sentences of which
he was a master. But he published one or two
more pretentious volumes which were all original,
and these revealed a force of thought and a
command of style that must have been nobly
sacrificed when he resolved to be a lifelong user
of scissors and paste for the Kingdom of Heaven’s
sake. He also three or four times addressed a long,
earnest letter to Government, regn=ding a public wrong
or a desirable reform, and wrote so tactfully and,
forcefully that his application received immediate
attention. The varigty of his cuttings was beyond com-
putation. It is almost literally true to say that nothing
escaped him. Whatever appeared in print bearing on
any of the subfects which he thought useful for India,
he knew of it and transferreqdl it to one of his numerous
indexed scrap-books. He quoted from books old and
new, and freely from the Bible; from magazines and
newspapers ; from Parliamentary repofts, and reports
of public meetings ; from speeches by prominent men in

.any country. He was attentive, like the Apostle Paul,

to please the people by quoting from their own living
orators and leaders; and from English statesmen and.

. authors who are favourites in India. But he never

quoted for quoting’s sake ; every quotation- had to be
pointed and pungent for the purpose in hand. One who
knew him for forty years has well said :—* His great
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desire was to dispel ignorance, diffuse knowledge and
lead the Indian mind, whé'ther of the learned or of the
illiterate! to the Saviour of the world.” When he
planned a new book—latterly he used tp have four in
prepazation at once—he first laid out the skeleton;
and then, going to his scrap-books, selected and
.arzanged his materials  with dexterity acquired by
cougtant practice. And we may take the nearest to
hand of the Society’s hundreds of little books, it
may be on ‘ Tibet,” or ‘ Abraham Lincoln,” or
<« Famines in India,” and the remark as we turn
over the leaves will be, “ How well this has been
done ! His humble dwelling contained the most
meagre furniture, but was croyded with closely packed
bookcases, and filled with his great scrap albums,

I suppose thaseamothing will ever be known, till
dhe great gathering in Heaven, of Dr. Murdoch's
conversion, or of the struggle‘when he decided on
his course of life. His disregard of fame and dislike
of talking about himself has left us nothing to do

except to esteem him as we knew him, decade after’

decade, always the same,—unselfish, Ynodest, silent,
intense, and very cheery ; generous to the poor and
kind to all.  He only made a public speech two or
three times, and made it very short, every sentence to
the point. Th& last occasion was in 1902, when, as
senior missionary in Madras, he had to welcome the
Decennial Conference of missionaries from India, Burma,
and Ceylon, which met in that city. Dr. Murdoch then
made only one reference to himself, but it made all feel
that he was human like the rest of them. He said :—
,"‘ When I first came to Madras, nearly fifty years
ago, 1 made little way, and I wrote a long letter
-on. the subject to my warm friend the: first Bishop

LNE

\ JOHN MURDOCH, LL D. .61

of Colombo. His reply simply was (quoting the
Prayer Book version of the Psalms) : *Oh, tagry
thou the Lord’s leisure. Be strong, and He shall com-
fort thy heart ; and put thou thy trust in the Lord.’
Often since, when I have said, ‘All these things are
against me,” have I ended by acknowledging, ‘He
hath done all things well."” o

Dr. Murdoch enjoyed perféct health all his life, but
he was not muscular or robust. He had, fide eyes,
which retained their lustre to the last, and he never
needed glasses. He was a life-long teetotaller and
non-smoker, and most simple in his foéd and drink.
‘He was never married. The Rev. John Lazarus, B.A,,
of Madras, who was Dr. Murdoch’s secretary and
assistant for many years, who also has a soul capable of
recognizing his grand character, wrote after his death :
‘ His time was measured by minutes, not hours. He was
most miserly in the use of his time ; and, with short 1n-
tervals for meals and eXercise, read and wrote steadily
rom 6-30 A.M. till’ 10-20 P

Dr. Murdoch uséd to take a little walk in the
garden in th¢ morning, and an hour’s walk on the
seashore in the evening, when it was his habit to
expand his lungs by exertising his arms. Although
of a most genpial disposition, with a sharp wit and
a rare aptitude for conversation, he was a far greater
recluse than the sainted George Bowen of Bombay,
So precious was his time that his best friends were
fortunate if they got a few minutes of it. To see him
affably receive a visitor, and then almost immediate-
ly bow him adroitly out again, was quite laughable.
Being a large publisher, and also Secretary of two
Societies, which had branches and agencies all over
India, this remarkable man had to do business with
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many people and to make long journeys. But it was
always with notebook in hand. He would suddenly
make hisappearance, ask for the person he wanted to see,
smiling and affable, put a number of questions quickly
one after another, jot down the answers, say good-bye,
and hurry off. It was useless to try to detain him, or
offer him hospitality, or ask to take him anywhere or
shpw him anything. He 'simply smiled, said qulckly that
he had”other engagements, and “gat him away.” At
the same time, he knew what he wanted to see, and
took to care to see it. It is well-known in Calcutta that
open-air preaching was carried on in Beadon Square
every Sunday evening, for a quarter of a century, by
a considerable party of Christian workers. Dr. Murdoch
made a point of visiting that ‘work, once a year, when
he came to Calcutt~. ~ He would take no part in the
. preaching, made no observation, and did not speak un-
less B8 was spoken to ; but quletly accepted one of the
three seats on the spot, and watched and listened as

speaker after speaker stepped up to address the crowd. .

On one occasion, perhaps the first time he was there,
I accompanied him, to show him the Place During
the half-hour’s drive he talked away as shrewdly and
wittily as if conversation had been a chief practice
of his life. He promised to send me a book when he
returned to Madras, and though he made no note of
the promise, the book arrived in due time In his
search for means and models, and to acquaint himself
with all educational methods, he visited many countries,
and was said to have gone round the world eleven times.
But he never talked of what he had seen: he put the
results into his books.

Such was Dr. Murdoch. When pneumonia laid
him low in his 86th year, he worked in his bed till the
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second day before his death. Friends called to see him,
but he thanked them wnha smile, and begged to.be
allowed to *“die in peace.” "And so he passed away with
only a servant beside him, owing no man anything,
and Ieavmg no message except about his work- For
sixty years he had glowed like a furnace, holding
communion with God like Elijah, orthodox and evan-
gelical to his finger-tips, keenly alive to the sin of the
world and the dangers of life, yet silent and unknown

~save as the press threw off book after book like flashes

from a remote thunder-cloud.

»
BeENjaMIN AITKEN,
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Art. 1IV.—SOME ENGLISH ORIENTALISTS.

INCE the Renaissance nothing of greater
.importance had occurred in the world of letters

than the discovery of Sanskrit Literature during the
fag-end of the eighteenth century. After the invasion of
Alexander the Great, the Greeks became acquainted
w1tfrthe’learmng of India only partially, and the spot in
Europe where the language and literature of the Hindus
were first systematically studied was Rome, In the
Middle Ages,"the Arabs introduced the knowledge of
Indian science to the West. Several of the European
missionaries from the sixteenth century onwards were
not only acquainted with the existence of, but had a
certain degree of famijliarity with the language. St.
‘Francis Xavier, who landed in Southern India in 1545,

—

dfidseveral of the scholars who were at the College of
St. Paul at Goa, studied the lancuage The next
famous scholar was Robert de Nobili, of the Madura
Mission, who wrote several booksoand called himself by
the name of Zwtwa-bad, haca Swamy. Abraham Roger
translated the Sanskrit poet Bhatrihari into Dutch
in 1651. A German by the name of Heinrich Noth
studied Sanskrit in the year 1664. Father Paulino,
after a residence of fourteen vyears in India,
returned to Rome in 1790, taking' with him a
more accurate and perfect knowledge of Sanskrit
than any of the Europeans had previously entered
Europe. But the actual start towards the study of
Sanskrit was given since the conquest of Bengal by the

English. Plassey decided the fate of Indiain 1757,

and Bengal, Behar and Orissa fell completely iato the
hands of the English by the Treaty of Allahabad in

2
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1765. Then it was thought prudent to adopt the policy
of ruling the Asiatics on Oriental principles. Accord-
ingly they had to study the Sanskrit and other verna-
cular dialects, so that by close touch with the Indians
they might better discharge their duties. Moreover,
they had to mix with the natives to satisfy the desire
for society, cut off, as they were, from their own, by a
distance in time of nearly two years Warren Hastings,
the first Governor-General, clearly seeing the advantage

- of governing the Hindus according to their own customs

and laws, encouraged his subordinates to study the
languages and literature of India. The résult was the
formation of the Asiatic Socigty of Bengal in 1784
from which date, strictly speaking, Oriental literature
began to dawn in thé Western World, The first
Englishman who acquired a, cogrect knowledge of
Sanskrit was John Marshall, a factor at Cassimbazar. It
is said that he translajed the Blagabadgita into Eniglisn,”
the manuscript copy of which translation is preserved in
the British Museum. ;He landed in Balasore on sth July,

1669. In 1776, Nathaniel Brassey Halhed published

his Gentoo Code, the first work produced under the
patronage of the Britishs Government. “If the elder
Halhed introduced the dawn of English scholarship in
the east, Sir W. Jones may be well said to have
brought in the full noonday.” His translation of
Sakuntala created a sensation in Rurope, and may
fairly be considered as the starting point of Sans-
krit philology. He had a thorough knowledge of very
many subjects ; although unfortuna tely “ he is praised by
hundreds, but read by units.” The earliest step, however,
in making Europe aequainted with Sanskrit writings, was
taken by Charles Wilkins who studied Sanskrit in
Benares, and published his translation of the Bkagabad-
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gttain 1785. The next great English scholar was Sir
H.-T. .CZOIebrooke. A Lost of other names like ].
H. Harington, John Leyden, and William Carey present
themselves to one’s mind. It may not be pninteresting
to recall the salient features in the lives of some of the

scholar§ W.hO had done so much towards the spread of
Sanskrit literature. ' ’ |

7 THE FirsT BENGALI GRAMMARIAN.

. Nathaniel Brassey Halhed, was born at West:
minster, 25th May 1751. He was lineally descended,

on his mother’s side, from Lenthal, the Speaker of the

House of Commons, when Oliver Cromwell was the
Protector of England. He was educated at Harrow
under Dr. Sumner, the friend of Dr. Johnson. There
- he formed a friendship with Sheridan, and was his rival
for the band of Miss Linley. In 1768, he entered Christ
* Church~ College, Oxford, where he became acquainted
with Sir William Jones, who induced him to study
Arabic, Both at Harrow and at Oxford he studied
Greek and Latin. Disappointed in his attempt to win
the hand of the lady, who rejected his ‘overtures in
favour of Sheridan, he determined to leave home and
started for India in quest of employment. Arriving in
Bengal in 1772, he accepted the post of a writer in the
service of the East India Company on a small salary,
but was granted the privilege of private trading.

Possessing by nature an aptitude for learning languages,

he studied, in real earnest, Persian, Sanskrit.and other
local dialects, and soon made himself famous as an
Oriental” scholar. In the year following his" arrival in
Bengal he attracted the attention of Warren Hastings,
who was then at Madras, -and was about to become
second in Council at Calcutta. ’

'SOME ENGLISH ,ORIENTALISTS. -~ 67

Hastings introduced certain judicial reforms, by
which he tried to mete out equal justice to all persons.
alike. Under his directions a systematic code ot Hindu
and Mahomedan law was drawn up. The undertaking,
so far as Mahomedan law was concerned, was cosipara-
tively easy as Aurangzeb had a work compiled during
his reign. But the laws of the Hindus were scattered in
various texts, in a language which very few persons.
could understand. Hastings in the year 1773, instituted
a Commission consisting of eleven experienced lawyers.
(who commanded personal respect little short of idolatry)
from different parts of the country. * Thess were
Ramgopal Nayalankar, Bireswar Puachanan, Kisnanjan
Nayalankar, Baniswar Bidyalankar, Kriparam Tarka-
siddhanta, Krishnachand Sarbabhaum, Gaurikanta
Tarkasiddhanta, Krisnakesub Tarkalankar, Sitaram Bhat,
Kalisankar Bidyabagis and Syamsundar Nyasiddhanta.
They were required tg compilean authoritative digest of
the laws of the Hindus. These lawyers “picked out
sentence by sentence,’ from the various texts, not less
than twenty-two, in Sanskrit, without adding to, or
diminishing 4ny part from the original texts. The fruit
‘of their labours wa% tragslated in the first instance
into Persian,-and Halhed was required to re-translate it
into English. Though not brought up for_the Bar, he
was selected t0 undertake the work, ’on account of his
special knowledge of the laws and, character of the
country. His work went through several editions and
was afterwards translated into French. This was the
first publication issued under the authority of the Govern:
ment and this was the first instance in which the
Brahmins were persuaded to impart the result of theii
labours for the benefit of the masses. Hastings, moreover
was the first Englishman who had the courage to breal
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‘hrOUgh the trammels of time-honoured custom and to .

Make it possible for Brahminsand non-Brahmins alike
0 have ftee access to the treasures hidden in Sanskrit
{terature.  Halhed completed his translation in 1775,
- 3nd wiile it was in progress, Hastings sent the first two
<hapters to his old school-fellow, the great jurist, Lord
Mansfield, “as a proof that the inhabitants of the land
are not in the savage state in which they have been
Unfairiy represented.” Warren Hastings’ letter of 27th
March, 1775, to the Court of Directors, published with

the Code, thus testifies to its value :—*1 have now the -

Satisfaction tor transmit to you a complete and corrected
‘Copy of a Translation of the Gentoo Code executed with
great Ability, Diligence and Fidelity, by Mr. Halked
from 5 Persian Version of the 8riginal Shanscrit, which
. Was yndertaken under the immediate Inspection of the
- Pundits or Compilers of this work.”
‘“I-have not Time to offer any Observations upan
- these Productions; indeed they wi]l best speak for
themselves: 1 could have wished to have obtained
--an Omission or Amendment of some Passages, to have
rendered them more fit for the Public Eye ;but
‘the Pundits, when desired to revise them, could not
be prevailed upon to make any Alterations, as they
‘declared, they had the Sanction of their Shaster, and
" were therefore indapable of Amendment; possibly these
_may be considergd as essential Parts of the Work,
_since they mark the Principles on which many of the
- Laws were formed, and bear the Stamp of a very remote
- Antiquity. in which the Refinements of Society were
“dess known, and the Manners more influer.ced by the
‘natural Impulse of the Passions.” In his dedication to
- Hastings, the translator speaks highly of his patronage,
_and shows gratefulness for the constant assistance and

o
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encouragement rendered to him. In the preface, Halhed
states that in order to ensure the stability of Government,
the conquerors should tolerate the religion and adopt the
institutions of the conquered country, as the Romans had. .
done in connection with their conquered subjects. He dis-
cusses a point which might seem to be novel to Western
ideas. This is his reference to the fact that Hindus
possessed fire-arms in ancient"days. His statement is
borne out in a passage in Quintus Curtius where it is
observed that Alexander the Great met with these

formidable weapons when he came to conquer India.

Gunpowder was known in China and Hindustan at a
period far beyond what History has as yet been able to.
ascertain. The word “ Fire-arm ” is the English equi-
valent of what the Hindus understand by Agnee-aster.
It is described, as may be collacted from the Stastras,
in the first form, as an arrow or dart tipt with fire and
discharged upon the enemy from a bamboo ; it-divided
into several streams of flame, after its flight, which, when
once kindled, could ot be extinguished. That form
of agnmee-aster is now lost. Shet-agnee the literal

‘translation of cannon, is a weapon which kills a hun-

dred men at the same time, which is described in the
Puranas, or History, as having been invented by Biswa-
karma, who forged the weapon when a war was waged
for one hundred years between the Devas and Asuras
in Satya Juga. In conclusion he asks a question:
“Was it a Chance or Inspiration that furnished
our admirable Milton with exactly the same Idea,
which had never before occurred to an European Imagi-
nation?” Jde further asserts, that the Hindus. and
‘the ' Chinese are the only two nations who claimed an
antiquity unknown to the rest of mankind—a fact which
may be new to persons proud of Western civilization.
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He divided the whole subjegt in several chapters and
dealt separately with each of them. From the book
we see °that Hindu Jaw looks upon a man as a
. tenant-for-life in his own property
"™ 1a 1778, Halhed published a Bengali Grammar, It
was printed at Hooghly, and was the firsz book printed
in Bengali in India. It is not quite correct, however, to
affirm, as is generally done, that Halhed's Bengali
Grammsr was the first printed book of its kind ; this
is true only’ so far as India is concerned, for there
was a Bengali Grammar published in Portuguese at
Lisbon in 1743 by Senhor Miguel de Tavora, Archbishop
of Evora. The credit of casting vernacular types
was due to Sir Charles Wilkins, another Oriental scholar.
Wilkins took up this task, at the request—rather
solicitation—of Hastings, when Mr. Bolts, an expert,
failed to execute even the primary alphabets. Hence
Wllklnsxlghtly deserves the title of “Caxton of the
Bengali Press.” Inthe title-page of his book he puts the
sentence ° AT Ha: (FlaFagasidk fFace
AR LR

In the same page he notes the, follow.{‘ng couplet—

ST Tgiee T =waifae: |
ef$31-Y FTT FARER a7z TR

In the preface he cites the same political view that
to smooth the fgelings, the conqueror§ should under-
stand the language of the conquered, as the Romans
had done in the case of the Greeks.

He asserts that Egypt derived its civilization from
India, and in support of his view quotes = statement
by the then Raja of Krishnagar, in which the latter
acknowledges, that he had in his possession several
Sanskrit books which gave accounts of communications

ri
Iad

.

\
SOME ENGLISH ORIENTALISTS. s 71

between India and Egypt) containing facts which go
to prove that the Egyptians sought education and
teachmgs in Science from India, which could not be
had in their own country.

He says'that besides Bengali, two other dialécts,
viz., Persian and Hindustani, are spoken in Bengal.
The Persian was introduced with the approach of the
Moghuls and, being the language of Court, was employed

‘in legal and inter-political communications. .-*iindu-

stani has been spoken in Hindustan for “many ages.
It is derived from Sanskrit and has the same connexion
with it, as the modern dialects of France and Italy

* have with pure Latin. His work deals with Bengali

language proper as derived from Sanskrit, with examples
from authentic native 2ompositions, and has cast oft
all words derived from Persian and other foreign
languages. The book is also remarkable from another
point of view, as it was the first to explain the similarity
between Sanskrit and European languages.

" Halhed returned home in 1778 and after a stay of
six years, again came back to India in 1784. But this

“time, India “showed no hospitality, and he, with Mrs.

Halhed, again started for, England, in a Danish ship,
The Hussar, almost at the same moment when his "’
“dearly loved friend and patron,” Hastings, bade adieu
to the place for which he had done sd much but gained
so little.

In 1790 Halhed became M. P for Lymmgton in
Hampshire,. He was appointed the Nawab Vizier's
agent' in England where he drew the attention of
several learned men by the publication of Sanskrit and
Persian works. Owing to the loss of £30,000, which -
he suffered by investing in French Funds, he became
much straitened in circumstances and asked Hastings
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for help, which was willingly;and ungrudginé]y granted,
The timely help rendered to Halhed vastly increased
the high esteem which he had long entertained

for Hastings and was ever afterwards grateful to him.

His anectlon and regard for Hastings find expression
in some of the poems Halhed composed in his honour,
and Hastings, too, did not fail to appreciate the sincerity
of his gratitude, as he semarked, in a letter to him,
*“ Praise, from the heart is always pleasing, but when
adorned with the brightest graces of poetry, and
blended with Philosophy (and that of a Reshee could not
be better expressed than yours), it is most delightful *
When Sheridan was preparing his charges against
Hastings and Sir Elijah Impey, Halhed, on the
strength of his early affection, wWent to dissuade Sheridan
from standing against Hastings and tried to explain
away the grounds upon which the charges were based,
but he omet with “artificial reserve and evasive
arrogance.” From that moment his friendship with
Sheridan was atan end and they mever afterwards met
each other on affectionate terms.

For several years Halhed had to undérgo a hard
struggle for existence, as he cculd ndbt secure any paying
smployment, owing to his deafness. He bore the
adversity calmly and patiently as may be verified from
his own writing :—*

““T ask npt life, I ask not fame,
I ask not gold’s deceitful store ;
The charm of grandeur, wealth, and name,
Thank Heaven ! are charms to me no more.
To do Thy will, O God, I ask,
By faith o’er life’s rough sea to swim,
With patience to work out my task,
And leave the deep result to Him.”

At last, in 1809, through the recommendation of
Mr. Hastings, he obtained a secretaryshipin the India

L}
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Office, when he promptly repaid the money he had taken

on loan from his patron. He died in West Square,
Surrey, on 18th February 1830 at the advanced age
of 79. His portrait, drawn by J. Cruikshank, engraved....
by White, was published by Crosby in 1795. He sold
his valuable collection of Oriental manuscripts to the
trustees of the .British Museum. Other manuscripts

‘came in possession of his nephew, N. B. Halhed, Judge

of the Sudder Dewany Adalut, among which “there
is .some correspondence, from which it can be inferred,
that he made considerable progress in the translation of
the Mahabharata, the manuscripts of which are still in
the possession of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. He had
married Miss Helena Louisa Ribaut, daughter of the
Dutch Governor of Chinsurah. Though not possessed
of ‘“all that young poets dream ef whom they love,” she
was an admirable woman and proved to be an affectionate
wife. Her virtues shoge forth during the dark*“days of
her husband, when,she shared his adversity calmly and
patiently, and her “icheerful conformity” to altered
fortune proved to be his only solace.

The fact’of his being an intimate friend and an
associate of Warren Hastmgs, Sir William Jones and

Richard Brinsley Sheridan shows that he himself

was not an ordinary man. The extent of his linguistic
knowledge and attainments may thus be summed up, in
the words of one of his critics: * He*could pass for a
native, sit down and smoke a pipe with any group he
fancied, and never be recognized as an European—the
court language or the pafois of the peasantry being
equally facile’ to him.”

, Tue CaxTOoN OF BENGAL.

Sir Charles Wilkins, who first opened the mines of
Sanskrit literature to Europeans, was the son of Walter
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Wilkins, and was born in Somersetshire, 1750. He was
or.gmally employed in the Secretary’s Office, and after-
wards as an assistant to the Superintendent of the
-Gompany’s factories at Malda. While engaged in the
factories and after gaining a complete mastery over
Bengali and Persian he began, with zeal and assiduity,
to learn Sanskrit, of which he acquired a thorough
knowledge within a very short time, It was according
to his'uwn statement, about the year 1778, that seeing
his friend "Halhed learning Sanskrit, his interest to
study it was kindled. The art of printing has been
introduced i Bengal by the indefatigable energy of
Sir Charles Wilkins, He invented and cast types in
Devanagri, Persian and Bengali characters, the first
few of which be prepared with his own hand ; he accom-
plished his duty so perfectly that no attempt, in future,
could make any” 1mprovement upon his labour. Many
interesting and useful publications were issued from his
press. With Bengali types, Halhed's Bengali Grammar
—the first one that was publish:d—was printed ; and
with his Persian, Balfour’s “ Forms of Herkeru” which
~was nothing but a collection of Persian letters, as models
for correspondence. All the;laws®and regulations of the
Company, which were translated by Mr. Edmonstone
and others, continued to be printed with his Persian
types. He translited, with notes, the Blagavad-Geeta—
Dialogues of Sri Krishna and Arjuna—in eighteen
lectures. Warren Hastings was so much pleased with
the work that he sent it, with great commendation, to the
Directors to be published in England. The Directors, too,
in accordance with the recommendation, published the
translation in 1785. This was retranslated into French,
by Parraud, in 1787, into Russian, in 1788 and into
" German, in 1801. He deciphered many inscriptions, of
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which the mbst ancient, discqvered in a cave near Gaya,
was translated by him; he testified to the language
being pure Sanskrit and the characters the most ancient,
though differing materially from those found in the

inscriptions eighteen hundred years old. He translaied h

another inscription, of twenty-eight verses, on a pillar
near Buddal, the last ten of which were re-translated
into German by Jos. von Hammer in 1818, Owing

‘to ill health, Wilkins left India in 1786 and.resid'éd at

Bath, where he was occupied with translations from
Sanskrit. At Hawkhurst he began the formation of
a fount of INagri types for printing Sanskrit. In
1787, at Bath, he translated with explanatory notes
from an ancient Sanskrit manuscript Zke Hitopadesa
of Bishnu Sarma, who is ridiculously called
Pllpay This book is the Nitisastra, of the Hindus,
and is the most beautiful collection of moral fables,
if not the most ancient. With the exception” of the
Bible, there is scarcafy any book, other than the
Hitopadesa, which has been translated into so many
different languages. “In ancient days, when the
civilization of olndia reached its climax under the Hindu
kings, some Brahmins composed a treatise which they
called Kurtuk Dumnik, into which were introduced
abundance of ;wisdom and perfect rules for governing
a people. The Rajahs kept, with great care -and
secrecy, the book which was presented to them. When.
Mahomed was born, towards the end of the sixth
century, Noishervan the Just, the then reigning king of
Persia, being anxious to see the book, deputed a physi-
cian, Burzuvia, a linguist of extraordinary intelligence,
to secure a copy. After staying in India for some years,
and with great trouble Burzuvia procured a copy and
translated it into Pahlavi, with the help of Buzrjumehr,
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the Vizier. Not Noishervan alone, but all the monarchs
who succeeded him, held this book in high esteem and
took great care to keep it in secret. At last the second
Khaliff of the Abassi dynasty, Abu Jaffar Mansour
zimNikky, after a great search succeeded in securing
a copy in Pahlavi language and ordered the most
learned man of the age, Imam Hossan Abdal Mokaffa,
to translate it into Arablc. The book was made the guide
of the Prince in private life and politics as well. Sultan
Mahmud Ghazi versified it in 380 Hegira. Abul Mala
Nasser Allah Mustafi, in the year 1515, re-translated into
Persian the Yranslation of Abdal Mokaffa by order of
Bheram Shah ben Messaud, and this translation still
existsunder the title of Kwlila Dunina. Owing to the
great number of Arabic verses and obsolete phrases in the
Kulila Dumna, Emér.Sohéli, the keeper of the seals of
Sultan Hossein Mirza, requested Molana Ali ben Hossein
Vaez t@ put it into modern style, which is called Anuar
Soké¢li.  In the year 1002, Abul Fazl, the learned Vizier,
by order of the Great Akbar, compl‘led it under the title
of Ayar Danisk, or the Crilerion of Wisdom, in
simple language, so as to be intelligible o all. In the
year 1709, Kulila Dumna was franslated into French
under the title of Les Conseils et les Maximes de Pilpay
Philosophe Indien’ sur les divers Etats de la vie. This
French translation was the direct source from which the
English Instructive and Entertaining Fables of Pilpay,
an ancient Indian Philosopher was written and had gone
through five editions in the single year, 1775. In 1540 the
Amnuar Sokéli was translated into Turkish ; M. Galland,
in the year 1724, rendered this translation ,into French,
but he could not go through more than the first four
chapters. In 1778, however, M. Cardonne completed
' 'the work in three volumes, under the name of Confes
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et Fables Inaiennes de Bia’;'ﬁaz' et de Lokman, traduiles
d Al Tchelebi-ben Saleh, auteur, Turc. The bgok was
translated into Latin, in 1313, Danish in 1618, and into
Bengali, Hindustani, Mahrati and German as well. It is
not exactly known when the Hitopadesa was first written,
but from what has already been ascertained it is not
less than 1100 years old.

On the 2nd December 1801, at a Committee of the
E. I Co.’s Directors, it was resolved that all the printed
books, with articles of curiosity that could be found in
the * Houses and Warehouses ” should be deposited in
the Library, and through the recommendation of Mr.
Edward Parry, brother-in-law of Lord Bexley, Sir
Charles Wilkins was appointed Librarian on a salary of
41,000 a year, in which office he continued till his death.
The ““ Houses and Warehouses ”"were those situated in
Leadenhall Street and occupied by the E. I. Co. inits

early days. This institution was established for the

benefit of the members of the Company, to help them
in studying everything connected with India. Many of
the Company’ s, members helped this institution materi-
ally amongst whom the name of Colebrooke should be
mentloned as . he presentea his valuable collection of

- Sanskrit manuscripts numbering about ‘two thousand,

Moreover, thé! Company got many other manuscripts.
by the conquest of Seringaptam. The present collection
of the Library is 31,000 Oriental books and 10,000
Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic and other manuscrxpts besides
49,000 European publications,

On the establishment of Haileybury College for the
Company’s servants in 1803, Sanskrit formed part of the
curriculum, but the want of a suitable” Sanskrit grammar
was strongly felt. In 1808, Wilkins produced A

- Grammar of the Sanskrit Language, which' greatly
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helped in the study of the ancient language and his
treatise swas famous fcr its accuracy, conciseness and
perspicuity—the excellences required in a grammar.
It was beautifully engraved on copperplate by John
Swaine. The very first Sanskrit couplet he wrote is:

sges 1R (@lIe emrrra IraT A |
AB T 97133 ALHATLAR, S |l

In the.introduction he rightly observed that scholars
in every branch would find a good and ample field in
the literature of India. Indian literature bristles with
original treatises on Astronomy, Mathematics, Philo-
sophy, Metaphysics, Poetry, Music, Medicine, Ethics,
Politics, Grammar and what npt. - He particularly speaks

of the Puranas, poems of mythological treasures, as a -

collection of charming allegory and fables, and interest-
ing stories of ancient times, which induce men towards
the “'f)ath's of Religion, Honour and Virtue.” He
describes how his eagerness for acquiring the Sanskrit
language was aroused on seeilg his friend Halhed
prosecuting its study at a time when there was no
elementary publication suitable to a %orelcrner He
employed a liberal minded Pundit to teach him Sanskrit,
and “ put into English sufficiently intelligible” portions
of Anubhuti-Swarupacharya's = Saraswati- Prakriya,
Vopadeva's Mugdha-bodha and Purushottama’s Ralna-
mala. In the beginning of the year 1795, he arranged
materials and it was ready for publication. He cut
letters in steel, made matrices and moulds, and cast from
them 3 fount of types of Sanskrit character, everything
with his own hand, and with such assistance as could be
had from village mechani¢s ; he soon completed at his
own residence accessories necessary for a press. By the

"second of May, he had taken proofs of sixteen pages.
i ,
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On the uhfortunate secohd May, everything remained
right till 2 o’clock when, to his gxtreme sorrow he saw his
dwelling-house in flames in whlch everythmg was lost,

but fortunately with the exception of his books and manu-
scripts, and the greater part of punches and matrices ;
the types, having been thrown out and scattered over
the lawn, were either lost or became useless. For many
years he left this work untouched, and on the establish-

ment of the East India College at Hertford he took this

‘work up again and cast letters from his matrices for the

press. This grammar was the first written though
Colebrooke’s appeared first, as Wilkints’s could not
be published owing to the disaster above referred to. A
few sheets of the first impression are still preserved in the
Marsden Library For the benefit of the Haileybur)
students, also, in 1806, he u.f.lderwent hard labour, in
superintending through the press a new edition of
Richardson's Dictiongry of the Persian ~ana Arabic
Languages, in two,volumes, and inspected each sheet of
the book before it was finally printed off. He revised and
enlarged the work by more than twenty thousand pure
Persian worlls drawn exclusively from original dic-
tionaries. This work®was again revised and considerably
enlarged by Francis Johnson of the East India Col-
lege in 1829.., He was appointed visitor in the Oriental
Department on the foundation of the College, and
continued to be so till the end of the year 1835. During
that period he used to visit it twice a year and examine
the students in the various Eastern languages, pres-
cribed for the examinations. He worked in the
same maiter for the Company’s Military School
at  Addiscombe. In 1815, he published, for the’
Honourable East India Company's College a list
of the roots of the Sanskrit language- @E“\Qﬂgﬁ
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(Sti Dhatumanjari), Zhe Radicals of the' Sanskrita
Laxguage The vocabulary of Sanskrit radicals has
been compiled from original manuscripts, but the princi-
pal source was the Dhatumanjari of Kasmath Where
that was found defective, other lists were consulted,
especially the Kavikalpadruma of Vopadeva, the author
of Mugdha-bodkha, the grammar accepted by the major-
ity of Pundits in Bengal,* Whilst in Bengal, he founded
the Asiatic _Society- of Bengal, in concert with Sir
William Jones, Francis Gladwin, and other Oriental
scholars, and contributed some interesting papers to the
first volume of the Asiatick Researches, the organ of
- the Society. He subsequently took - an active part in
the formation of the Oriental Translation Fund. The
fame of Sir Charles Wilkins ‘was not confined within
the limits of England alone, but European scholars knew
him and his works as familiarly as Englishmen with the
most celebratéd names of England. He was made an
Associate of the Institut de Fraace, and on 12th
June 1788, was elected a Fellow &f the Royal Society.
On the 26th June 1803, the University of Oxford con-
ferred on him the honorary degree of D. CL, and in
1825, the Royal Society of Literature awarded him one
of their Royal medals as Princepo Literaturae Sans-
critae. King William IV, did not fail to notice the
claims of Wilkins and conferred on him the honour of
Knighthood of tht Guelphic Order in 1833. No man
could aspire to a better lot than his ; health, constitution,
fame, competence, the affection of family and - friends—
nothing was wanting for him, and to these causes may
be attributed the advanced age of 86 to which he had
reached. During this long period he had not a single
bodily complaint but an attack of influenza from which he
suffer§d fifty-six years before his death. He was twice
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married ; hig second wife died on the joth of December,
1835. He left three daughters, one of whom was mar-
ried to William Marsden, the author of the History of
Sumatra and other works on Oriental literature. He died
on 13th May. 1836 and was interred at the Chapel at
Portland town. His portrait was beautifully painted by
J. G. Middleton, and a large engraving by J, Sartin
from this was published in 1830:

Tuoe JusTiNiAN oF BENGAL. -

Sir Henry Thomas Colebrooke, was the first great
Sanskrit scholar in Europe. He was the -youngest son

- of Sir George Colebrooke, sometime Chairman of the

East India Company and was born on 15th June 1765.
He was never at school, but was privately educated by
a tutor, at his father’s house, till the age of fifteen, when,
he acquired sufficient education to be able to cope
with any university man. He read Greek, -Roman,
French and German, and at an' early age evinced
that pleasure in the study of mathematics for which
he was not less famous in after-life. In 1782, when he

-was only sixtéen, he obtained a writership in the Civil

Service of Bengal and when getting on board his ship
at Portsmouth, he witnessed the sinking of the Royal
George. ‘ Havmg narrowly escaped from being captured
by a French cruiser, he arrived at Madras, in 1783.

During his early years in Bengal he tosk great interest
in sport. In 1786, he was transferred to Tirhut, for
which he was not in the least sorry, as he was not
satisfied with the morality prevalent in Anglo-Indian
Society at “Calcutta, ¢ Drinking, gambling and extra-
vagance of all sorts were tolerated even in the best society
and Colebrooke could not entirely escape the evil effects
of the moral atmosphere in which he lived.” In a‘letter
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to his father he accused Whrren Hastings of being the
author ot: the condition of things prevailing. Inhisletter
dated 28th July, 1788, he writes of the treatment which
the natives of Hindustan received at the hands of the
English in the following words: “ The English have
not in the least assimilated with the natives, nor ever
carried on social intercourse with them . . . Contemptuous
treatment is, however, the only injury usually received
at the hands of their modern conquerors. It has been
reserved only for a chosen spirit to shock their religious
prejudices, and to take their property by violence,
fraud, or any of the modes which rapacity dictates.
Nor do I believe that many instances occurred of that
kind in this part of Hindustan, except during the
administration of Hastings.." . It was Mr. Hastings
who filled the country with collectors and judges, who
adopted one pursuit—a fortune, . . These harpies
were no® seSner let loose upon the country, than they
p'undered the inhabitants with or without pretences . .

Justice was dealt out to the highest bidders by the
judges, and thieves paid a regular revenue to rob with
impunity.” Regarding the administration’ of Warren
Hastings, he says: * Nor®did “his crooked politics
and shameless breach of faith affect any but the princes
and great men; the deposition of Zemindars, the
plundering of begums, the extermination of the
Rohillas may beé forgotten, but the cruelties acted in
Goruckpore will for ever be quoted to the dishonour of
the British name.” He goes on further : ““ The system
upon which the British dominions have been governed
in the East, has affected the happiness of the people.
To regulate nations, as.an article of trads, for the
profit which is to be derived, seems a solecism in poli-
tics; hot to mention monopolies of salt and opium, or
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the prin‘cii)les upon which the Company’s investment.
has been provided, I may confine myself to the’stretchmg
the land-rents to the utmost sum they can produce. A
proprietor qf an estate under the Mogul Government,
seldom paid half of the produce of his estate, and in
small properties much less; he was further allowed to-
take credit for a certain sum by way of pension, or held
rent-free lands in lieu thereof. Under the Company, a

landholder is allowed ten per cent. of the net produce

as his share.” Then he describes how the rent is.

enhanced and the landholder is ruined. Last of all he-
says: “The treatment of the people has Been such as will
make them remember the yoke as the heaviest that ever
conquerors put upon the necks of conquered nations.”
In 1789, Colebrooke was transferred from Tirhut to-
Purnea. While engaged in sthe ten years’ settlement
there, he published his first work entitled Renzarks
on the Present State of Husbandry and~Commerce in
Bengal, in which-he greatly condemned the monopoly
policy of the Government and spoke much in favour
of the principles of Free-Trade. His chief object

" was to sBow the actual state of things in Bengal

and to draw the attentidn of the British public to the
value of a liberal policy in the Government of the-
country. Béing pressed by his friends and after much
hesitation he had the book privately printed in 1795. In
that year On the Duties of a Faithful Hindu Widow—
the first fruit of his Oriental study—was published in
the Asiatick Researches, to which he appended many
Sanskrit texts relating to the burning of widows. The-
practice as settled at the time, was that inall cases regard-
ing inheritance, marriage, caste, etc., the ancient laws of
the Hindus were to be followed ;in 1773 Warren Hast-
ings held a Commission of eleven Brahmins to Yraw up-

\
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a Code of Gentoo Law; but this Code bemcr found in-
: adequate Sir William Jenes proposed to complle an
-extensive Code of Hindu and Mahomedan law, but
unfortunately he died before the compilation, was taken
1n hand, While Collector at Nattore, Colebrooke under-
took to translate into English the fruits of the labours of
.the Commission, and after being engaged in the work for
two years, he published it'in 1798 under the title of 4
Digest of Hindu Law on Contracts and Successions, with
.a Commentary by Jaganatha Tercapanchanana, translated

from the original Sanskrit. He had to do this work in

-addition to his dfficial duties and incurred large expense
-over it receiving no remuneration for it and saying
that he “committed himself to disinterested literary
labours.” This translation was presented by Lord Corn-
wallis to the Council with expressions highly compliment-
ary to Colebrooke’s knowledge and erudition. In 1795, he
‘was transferr=tT to Mirzapur near Benares, where he made
{riends with the learned men of the Saaskrit College and

-obtained free access to their ricl’ collection of mss.
~ In 1799, he reached Nagpore on an embassy to win over
the Raja to a defensive alliance with the Company, in
which he was unsuccessful, but hot through his own fault.
During this period he did not neglect his study of
‘Oriental literaturgq and Natural sciences. He contri-
buted many papers to the Asiatick Researches. In this
yyear also his thoughtful article Enumeration of Indian
Classes appeared in the Asiatick Researches. Init he
states that the institution of caste began with the simple
.division of freemen and slaves. In India the separation
of classes was due to profession. His authority was
Jatimala, an extract from the Rudra-Yamala Tantra.
In 1801, he was appointed Chief Judge of the High
Lourt jf Appeal. He studied Civil and Hindu Law
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throughout® his whole {ife ; and after his daily
Judxcxal duties he devoted his,leisure to literature and. '
science. Inthe same year the College of Fort William
was established in Calcutta for the education of Civil
Servants,_an'd Lord Wellesley appointed him Honorary
Professor of Hindu Law and Sanskrit. The College"..
was at first situated at the south-west corner of the-
Dalhousie Square, the site now occupied by the Bengal-

- Nagpur Railway Office. He received no remunera-

tion for the post, neither did he deliver oral lectures. He
was more a director of studies than a regular Professor.
He rendered valuable services to the College as examiner-

- in Sanskrit, Bengali, Hindustani and Persian  In recog- °

nition of his acceptance of the post of professorship, he
undertook to compile a Sanskrit Grammar, based upon
Panini, the fountain-head of Indian grammar, the first
volume of which was published in 1805.  Other volumes
did not appear as Dys. Carey and WilRins#®published
their grammars of ,the same language ; but “his studies.
foreshadowed many»of the discoveries of the as yet
unborn science of comparative philology.” In the

-same year h¥s article On the Vedas, or Sacred Writings

of the Hindus app8ared?in the Asiatick Researches.
His essay was the first authentic account of these:
ancient works, and was the result of a vast amount
of labour and research. It may faxrly be said that such
an undertaking could nct have been accomplished by any
other scholar of the time than Mr., Colebrooke himself,
as the sources were not within the reach of any
European who did not command the respect and  con-
fidence of the Brahmins, not to speak of the mastery of
the language required for the proper handling of the
subject. In regard to Brahminical conservatism 1t may
not be out of place to state that in spite of all thﬂ care-

B
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that the Brahmins took to exchude non-Brahmih:s/from the
knowledge of the Vedas, Dara Shucoh managed to
.obtain possession of some parts of them and had them
translated into Persian. Colonel Polier obtained from
Jeypur a copy, said to be complete, and déposited it in
the British Museum. At the same time Sir Robert
Chambers collected at Benares fragments, while General
Martine obtained copies.of some parts of the Vedas.
Sir William Jones procured valuable portions, but
Colebrooke was successful in collecting at Benares
the text and commentary—by far the largest portion
of the valuable work. In connection with the Vedas
he says *the Hindu is the most ancient nation of which
we have valuable remains, and has been surpassed by none
in refinement and civilization ; tHough the utmost pitch of
refinement to which it ever arrived preceded in time the
dawn of civilization in any other nation of which we have
even the rapeiin history.” In 18Q7 Observations on the
Sect of Jainas and On the Indian and A rabian Divisions
of the Zodiac, besides other essays were published in
the Asiatick Researches. Major Mackenzie communicated
1o the Society the statements made by two daina priests,
which were supported by the ir€ormation of Dr. Buchanan
gathered during his travel in Mysore, in the year
following the subjugation of Seringapatam. All this
information was corroborated by Colebrooke’s, gathered
from his conversation with the priests and from Jaina
books, some of which were collected at Benares and
some from the then Jagat Set of Murshidabad, who,
being requested, forwarded them on his renouncing his
former religion in favour of Vaishnavism: In 1808,
Colebrooke’s essay On Sanskrit and Prakrit Poetry
appeared. It was a treatise on prosody, but to avoid
monotpny he inserted selections from Sanskrit poems.
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In discus\sir}g his subject he says that dramatists use
three kinds of dialects: (1) Sanskrit, (2) Prakrit, {3)
Magadhi. Sanskrit is a polished dialect abundant in
inflection, taught by grammar, and spoken by gods and
holy personages. Prakrit_is a provincial dialect, less refined
and has an imperfect grammar, spoken by the lowest
persons, Sanskrit is spoken by the learned throughout
[ndia and is derived from the same stock s the Pahlavi in
Persia and Greek on the shores of the Mediterranean.
His important translations of the two treatises on the
Hindu Law of Inkeritance, published in 1810, showed at
one view the doctrines of each school. Theimportance of
the publication lies in the fact that it caused the revival
of Hindu Jurisprudence which had been overclouded
by the Mahomedan conjuest. His book is the founda-
tion upon which a superstructure has been built by
Indian and English lawyers, and his is the one usually
cited as an authority. In the same yezx his paper
On the Sources ofsthe Ganges appeared. Colebrooke
ma.rried, in this year; Elizabeth, daughter of Johnson
Wilkinson, Being unable to bear the grief of loss of child
his wife died prematurely, which caused his return homé
early in 1815. Coming back to his home, he was better
?ble to carry on his literary and scientific studies than
in India, and he found the society of his countrymen
agreeable. In 1818 he presented to the East India
Company his vaiuable collection of Sanskrit mss.
which had cost him about -£10,000, He was actuateci
by purely unselfish motives to make this present, to
give free access to the scholars who might derive
benefit fromt it; if such access had not been given,
then few of the important publications of the
present day would have appeared. The earliest fruit
of his labours after return to England was A:&rebm,
\
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. with Arithmetic and Mensuration, from thé Sanskrit
of” Brahmagupta and Bhascara, preceded by a Disserta-
tion on the state of the science as known to the
Hindus, in 1817. He fully discussed whether Greek,
Indian or Arabian authors made greater progress
in the science. He arrived at the conclusion that
Arabians cultivated the science four centuries later:
among the other two, *the Indian Algebraists ““had
arrived at the state_of a well-arranged science at the
earliest perlods to which it can be traced, while some of
its branches had been cultivated, to which it is not
presumable that the Greeks had attained.” Further he
showed that it predicted many discoveries which had
exercised the intellect of some of the most celebrated

Mathematicians of modern times. In 1818, the first part

of his Treatise on Obligations and Contracts was pub-

lished ; it contained a brief summary. of the doctrines of
Civillawy arnd’a comprehensive view of the whole of this
science, After his return from the Gape of Good Hope,
where he went to superintend his estate for a year, in
1822, he was successful in starting a society, which was
intended to do the same work, in England as is done
by the Asiatic Society of Bengal * This society is called
the Royal Asiatick Socxety, and its foundation was the
last service rendered by Colebrooke to Oriental literature.
The first paper he contributed to the Transactions of
the Society was Dn the Philosopy of the Hma’us——smple
explanations of the doctrines and opinions of the various
sects of Hindu Philosophers., This contribution consisted

of five essays:—I. On Sankhya. II. On Nyaya and

Vaiseshica. I1I. On Mimansa. IV. On Indian Sectaries.
V. On Vedanta. He was elected President of the As.
tronomical Society in 1822 after the death of Sir John
- Hers/fllxel. At the time of his death, on 1st March 1836,

) 3 )
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he was a fellow of the Royal Societies of London and
Edinburgh ; a member of the Royal Asiatic Scciety of
London, Asiatic Society of Calcutta, and of the Literary
Society of Bombay ; Fellow of Astronomical, Geological,

Linnzan and Zoological Societies ; foreign member of
the Royal Academy at Paris, Imperial Academy of
St. Petersburgh and of the Royal Academy of Munich.

The last few years of his life were full of bereavements,

one after another, which he bore calmly without uttering
a complaint.

Tue FouNTAIN OF ORIENTAL LITERATURE.

Sir William Jones, the youngest son of Mr. William
Jones, the eminent mathegnatician, was born in London,
28th September 1746. No remarkable name can be

traced in the line of his ascendants, except that of

William O'Dregaian, in one of the collateral branches,
O'Dregaian is said to have lived to the advaneéd age of
105 years and died 1h.1581.  He had thirty-six children
by three wives and seven more by two mistressess ;
during his life he had eighty of his descendants living in
Anglesey. r. Jones suryived his son only by three
years. The linguist received his elementary education
from his remarkably intelligent mother and had finished
his alphabet when only three years old> Such was the
training he had received from his mother, that at the age
of four he could easily read any English book and recite
popular passages from Shakespeare. ‘““Read and you
will learn” was the ready answer he always received from
his mother whenever he asked her any question, and all
his future attainments were due to the obedience to that .
maxim, as he himself confessed. He began to study
Latin when only six years of age. At Michaelmas, 1753,
in his seventh year, he entered the Grammar School at



90 THE CALCYTTA REVIEW: /,
J,

- Harrow, where the celebrated Dr. Thackeray was the
Head Master. The learned Doctor entertained a very
high opinion of the abilities of young Jones and used to
say that if the boy were left naked ‘and*friendless on
Salisbury Plain, he would nevertheless find the road to
fame and fortune. Dr. Sumner, who succeeded Dr.
Thackeray in the Headmastership of the institution,
shared the views of his predecessor in regard to
the high attainments of the lad. While at Harrow
he copied a Persian grammar for a school-fellow
of his, intended for India. So great was his retentive
capacity that, when his school-fellows wanted to act
“ The Tempest,” which was not available then, he re-
produced the whole of it from memory. In 1764 he
entered the University of Oxford, when he was only
seventeen, and in October of the same year was elected
a scholar. At this time he began to study Arabic and
Persian regularly, and learnt the pronunc:atlon from
.Mirza, a Syrian, the cost of whose maintenance he paid,
though he himself was a student dependent on his
scholarship. When the King of Denmarl visited Eng-
land, he brought with him a sopy of the “ Life of Nadir
Shah” and Jones was requested, through the Secretary
of State, to render it into French, The translation was
published in the*year 1770, when he was only 23 years
old, and out of the forty copies sent to Copenhagen,
one was bound with uncommon elegance for the king
himself. To this “Life ” he added, in French, a Treatise
on Oriental Poetry, which required a good knowledge
of boths the languages, one of which was.rarely known
in Europe. In the same year he entered the Temple
to be trained for the Bar. In thenext year he compiled
. a Pegsian Grammar and wrote in French an anonymous
reply to M. Anquetil du Perron’s Discourse attacking
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the Um\ersxty of Oxford and some friends of Jonesy
which was appended to the latter’s Zrgvels in Jadia. The
reply was couched in such excellent language, that Pro-
fessor Biorn Sthal,a Swedish Orientalist, could not help
observing that he had known many Frenchmen to have
mistaken it for the production of some Parisian genius,
In the autumnal vacation of .1769, he visited Forest
Hill, where Milton lived some time after his first marriage,

‘and the scenery of which place is so beautifully described

in his L'Allegro. In 1774 he published his Com-
mentaries on Asiatic Poetry, and six years later translated
“ Moallakat ” (suspended) and “ Mozahebat ” (golden),
poems written in golden characters and suspended in the
temple of Mecca; these poems were the finest written
before the time of Mahommed.

Through the influence of Lord Ashburton, he was
appointed a judge of the Supreme Court of Judicature at
Fort William in Benoal in March, 1783, when he was
honoured with chbthood and in the following April
married Anna Shipley, the eldest daughter of the Bis-
hop of St. , Asaph. Amidst the good wishes of his

friends and relatxons oin April 1783, Sir William bade

adieu to his native land, which he was destined to see no
more. When he landed at Caleutta in* September, he
was eagerly welcomed by Orientalists. * Shortly atter his
arrival he set about the study of the Sanskrit language.
During the sittings of ‘the Court, he lived at Garden
Reach, a distance of three or four miles from Calcutta,
whence he used to walk to Court before dawn.
He used tp spend the whole of the mdming in
close study, after which ke joined the bench.. He -
regularly spent the afternoons, when his bench work was
over, in the company of Pundits, the evenings\' were
occupied with Lady Jones, and sometimes in playing at



$ 2

92. THE CALCUTTA REVIEW.

J
4
‘chess. ThlS routine was to be changed when he had to
spend the evenings at Lall Bazar to issue warrants
to apprehend drunkards. He engaged Ram Lochan, a
Vaidya Pundit, to teach him Sanskrit,. on a salary of
Rs. 500a month as no Brahmin could be persuaded to teach
him owing to prejudice of caste. Ram Lochan died at
Nadia in 1815. On 4th December 1783 in delivering his
charge to the Grynd Jury at Calcutta, Jones observed:
“Justice must be administered with effect, or socxety
cannot long subsist.......... The use of law, as a science, is
to prevent mere discretionary power under the colour
of equity ; and it is the duty of a judge to pronounce. his
decisions, not simply according to his own opinion
of justice and right, but accordihg to prescribed rules.- It
must be hoped that his,own reason generally approves
those rules ; but it is the judgment of the law, not his
own, which he=delivers.........The end of criminal law,
a mast 1mportar1t branch of the great juridical system,
is to prevent crimes by pumshment, 20 that the pain of it
may be inflicted on a few, but the dread of it extended
to all.” Sir William’s first act towards the prppagation of
Oriental Literature in India-»an att by which his name
has been immortalized—was the establishment of the
Asiatic Society of Bengal, an institution of researches,
planned after the Royal Society in London. The new
association met for the first time in January 1784, and
in this laudable enterprise he was greatly helped by
Oriental Savants, like Charles Wilkins, Francis Gladwin
and Charles Hamilton. Warren Hastings, the first liberal
promoter” of useful knowledge in Bengal and the
great encourager of Persian and Sanskrit Literature,”
was requested to be it3 President; but owing to
his nfimerous and important duties as ‘the ruler of
the province, he declined to accept the honorary post

-that distinction which justice obliged
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and “ ;%g'ged leave to resign his pretensions to the
gentleman, whose genius had planned the institutions
and was most capable of condlcting it, to the eftainment
of the great and splendid purposes of its formation.”
Qn receipt of this answer, Sir William Jones was
immediately and unanimously elected as President.
On this' Sir William wrote a letter to Hastings, in
which he states: *I trust you will consider our act
as proceeding solely from our anxiety to give you
s te give.” He
was not only the founder but the « brightest ornament ”
of the Socxety He contributed twenty- nine papers on
various subjects to its organ the Asiatick Kesearches. His

~eleven discourses, delivered] before the Society, were

important on account of their variety of subjects and his
valuable suggestions; the most important one was that
On the Origin of Nations of India. A portion of the.
Jirst discourse made by him as Presidentof the 90c1ety
may not be out of pldce if quoted here, “When I was
at sea,” says he, “cp my voyage to this country, which
I bad long and ardently desired to visit, I found one
evening, on mspectmg the observations of the day, that
India lay before us, and, Persia on our left, whilst a
breeze from A4rabia blew nearly on our stern. A situa-
tion so pleasing in itself, and to me so new, could not
fail to awakena train of reflections in @ mind, which had
early been accustomed to contemplatg with delight the
eventful histories and agreeable fictions of this eastern

——

world. It gave me an inexpressible pleasure to find

myself in the midst of so noble an amphitheatre, almost
encircled by the vast regions of Asia, which-has ever

been esteemed the nurse of sciences, the inventress of

delightful and useful arts, the scene of glorious actions,
fertile in the productions of human genius, aboinding
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in natural wonders and infinitely diversiﬁf;c}/ in the
ferms of religion and government, in the laws,”manners,
customs, #hd languages, as well as in the features and

complexions, of men. I could not help remarking, how

important and extensive a field was yet unéxplored, and
how many solid advantages unimproved ; and, when I
““considered with pain, that, in this fluctuating, imperfect,
and limited condition ef life, such inquiries and improve-
ments could only,_be made by the united efforts of many,
who are not ea’sil?brought, without some pressing induce-
ment or strong impulse, to converge in a common point,

I consoled mysglf with a hope founded on opinions, which -

it might have the appearance of flattery to mention, that
if in any country or community such an union could be
effected, it was among my eountrymen in Benmgal,
- with some of whom I already had, and with most was
desirous of hdving, the pleasure of being intimately
acquainted.” - .

In 1784 he went to Bhagalpore and thence to Gaya,
the birthplace of Buddha and the #holy city” of the
Hindus; from Gaya he travelled to Benares, where he
did not lose the opportunity of seeing the professors of
the ‘Hindu religion. On hisewaye*back to Calcutta he
visited Gaur, once the Capital of Bengal. In February
1786 he went to Chittagong, where he witnessed the
ever-wonderful hot spring ; and in June 1787 proposed
to live for some.months at Bandel on the banks of the
Bhagirathi. He used to spend his vacations at Krish-
nagar, where he had a cottage. The house may now
be seen in ruins, and very close to it the Church, Mission
House arfd Schools, residence for Native Christians are
now situated. o

“There had been no complete digest of Hindu and
Mahonfedan laws, after the manner of Justinian, to
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decide cqntroversies, though Halhed worked faithfully
in compirﬁng his Gentoo Code, where many essential
passages were omitted through the fault of 4ifs Persian
interpreter. Thinking that a digest of Hindu and
Mahomedan*laws would throw credit upon his adminis-
tration and would be a work of national honour and
utility, Lord Cornwallis desired Sir William to take up
the task at once. He was speotally selected for this
work, as he was the only person W‘B) had a thorough
‘mastery both over Sanskrit and Arabfc. This task was
made easy by the compilation of Hindu Law by
Raghunandan and by the Fatayi-Alamgiri of
Aurangzeb., Sir William selected several learned
Hindus and Mahomedans qualified to compile the digest.
traced the plan, prescribed the arrangement and pointed
out the manuscripts from which the digest was to be
compiled. But unfortunately the task’ could not be
completed in his lifeti;rle; after his death- thg, work was
taken up and completed by his worthy successor Sir Henry
Thomas Colebrooked Sir William Jones commenced the
work when he resided in India only for four and a half
years. In ghe beginning of the year 1789, the first
volume of the Asiatick Researches saw the light; Sir
William had not only to select the papers, but also had
the irksome duty of superintending the printing. . In the
same year hél published his translation of that well-
known Indian drama entitled Sakuntals or The Fatal
Ring, the elegance of which opened the eyes of the
Europeans towards the excellence of Indian literature.
Dramatic poetry is known to India from time immemo-
rial. Valmiki, the author of the epic poem Ramayana,
is known to be the first to compose Sanskrit verse,
and strange to say, he did so in a burst of resentment.
The first regular play was composed by Hanuman
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or Pavan, who engraved it on a.smooth,rock, and
mot, being pleased with his composition, he”hurled it
into the dvep sea, whence it was afterwards recovered.
Hanuman was the follower of Rama, who led an army
of mountaineers against Ravan, the king of Ceylon.
Whoever might have been its inventer and in whatever

Tage it might have been invented no one can deny that
it reached its highest dimax during the reign of Vikra-
maditya, the patggn of poets, philosophers and mathema-
ticians, who flourished in the first century before Christ

to quote the words of Sir William, ““when the English

were as illiterate and as barbarous as the army of Hanu-

man ", Kalidas was unanimously acknowledged to be
the brightest of the nine gems, who adorned the court of
Vikramaditya. It is commonly-said that ¢ Poetry was
“the sportful daughter of Valmiki and having been edu-
cated by Vyasa; she chose Kalidas for her bridegroom
after the panner of Viderbha ; she was the mother of
Amarp, Sdndar, Sancha, Dhanic; but now, old and
decrepit, her beauty faded and her inadorned feet slip-
ping as she walks in whose cottage does she disdain
to take shelter?” This Kalidas, whom §ir William
styled the Skakespeare of 9€ndia; is the author of
Sakuntala, * one of the greatest curiosities that the
literature of Asia had yet brought tolight” It was
translated into Latin, which bears strong resemblance
to Sanskrit. The drama was afterwards translated
~into German by G. Forster in 1791, into French by A.
Bruguiére in 1804 and into Russian, published 'in a
journal—Asiat. Boten—in 1825. He translated Mxdra-
Rakshasd, by Visakba Datta, a political drama, in seven
acts, written in the twelfth century, This play is all the
more famous, as, in it, Sir William traced and identified
Chandra Gupta, King of Pataliputra, with Sandrokottus,
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who immediately succeeded Alexander. Sandrokottus
flourishec about 315 B.C. and this date serves as the
only definite point in Hindu chronology. HdJtranslated
Gitagovinda, the songs of Jaydeva, from Sanskrit,
which was %gain translated into German by Baron
F. H. v. Dalberg in 1802. Jaydeva issaid to have been
born in Burdwan, where an annual festival is celebrated’
in his honour. In the beginning of 1794 Sir William
published his Znstitutes of Hindoo Law or the Ordinance
of Manu, as preparatory to his ngaT: vndertaking of
compiling the Digest of Hindu Law. It explains the
manners and the moral and religious systems of the
Hindus, to which they adhere, in spite of their long
subjection to the foreign yoke. In 1782, he had edited
Makomedan Law of Swuccession to the Property of
Intestates, appended with explanatory notes. He wrote
an article on the Game of Chess and agrees with the
Persians that the Hindus'were the inventors of the game.

“The Sanskrit la)nquage," he says, ‘ whatever may
be its antiquity is of.a wonderful structure ; more perfect
than the Greek, more ccpious than the Latin, and more
exquisitely refined than either ; yet bearing to both of
them a stronger affinity, sboth in the roots of verbs and
in the forms of grammar, than could have been produced
by accident ; so strong, that no philologer. could examine
all the three, without believing them to be sprung from one
common source, which perhaps no longes exists.” He knew
twenty-eight languages— -English, Latin, Greek, French,
Italian, Arabic, Persian, Sanskrit, Spanish, Portuguese,
German, Runick, Hebrew, Bengali, Hindi, Turkish
Tibetan, Pali, Pahlavi, Derl, Russian, Syriac, ’Ethiopic,
Coptic, Welsh, Swedish, Dutch and Chinese. He was
not only a linguist, but botanist, mathematician,
astronomer and historian as well—in fact h:%eft no
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branch of learning untouched. His method of spelling
Hindu names is sull adopted by the Asiati/Societies
of Londoﬂ\ Calcutta, Bombay and others. Dr. Parr
says: “It is happy for us that this man was born.”
He died on 27th April, 1794, at the age of* forty-seven
years and seven months, having within this short space
‘of time “acquired a knowledge of arts, sciences and
languages which has seldom been equalled, and scarcely
surpassed.” After his death Lady Jones presented to

the Royal Societ?*a collection of Arabic and Sanskrit -

and other oriental MSS. A marble bust of Sir William,
may be seen in the Asiatic Society’s Rooms, Park
Street, Calcutta. The “mortal part of his remains”
was interred in the South Park Street Cemetery, where
his lofty monument forms a conspicuous object,

Harr CuaraN Biswas, B.L.

3 .
Art. V.—THE THREE MOST POPULAR CiiRISTIAN
. BOOKS IN THE WORLD.

] N this triad we don't include the Holy Bible, and that

for a very good reason, because, true to its name
‘the Bible is the Book of books and has no parallel in
the world of European literature. I‘r,gs not confined
to this subject or to that, but takes in the® whole range
of learning, secular as well as religious. What the
Veda is among us, Hindus, what the,Zendavesta is

~among the Iranians, the Bible is among the Christians.

It peers above all other books and contains the hoarded
wisdom of ages unnumbered. No comparison could
be made with it, and hence, we have set it apart as
something sacred, sublime and unapproachable. The
books which form the subject of this paper come next
best, though it is Very difficult to say how wide the
interval is. Thé€ -three books we refer to are De
Imitatione Christi of Thomas a Kempis, Pilgrim's
Progress of John Bunyan and Confessions of Saint
Augustine, ° . >

Thomas a2 Kempis was so called from the town of
Kempen, near Coloone, where he was born about the
year'1380. His family name was Hamerkan (“ little
hammer ”). He passed his entire life in seclusion,
dying on 26th July 1471. Of all his works De /mita-
tione Chyisti is the most important. It is the most
widely-read book in Christian literature, with the ex-
ception of the Bible, and has passed through thousands
of editions in the original Latin and in translations.
Indeed, it is said to have been printed in one lagguage
or other as many times as there have been months since
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it first came out.® It contains the pith and marrow of
the teachings of Jesus Christ, based as it is” on those
portions ofthe New Testamenj which have reference
to the Founder of Christianity., In fact, this immortal
work has been a supplement to the Bible and is the
guide and encouragement of the Christian activity of
countless people. Dr. Johnson observes that the
Imitation must be a good-book, as the world has opened
its arms to recsiye it. - That Acquinas of the 1gth
century, Auguste Comte, the great’ Founder or rather
Reformer of Positivism, was a warm admirer of the
Imaitation and wused to read a chapter from it every day.
Some place it on the same platform with the Meditations
of Marcus Aurelius ;i but it appears to us that} it

deserves a higher position. In point of wisdom, sound -

and solid, which it contains, and the high and holy
precepts which 'it teaches, the /mitation of Christ has
few equalsdn the whole body of world’s literature. It
is ong of those most rare and va.uable books which
can only perish with the earth we li¢’in.

The authorshp of the work has long been a
subject of controversy. It is now generally assigned
to Thomas a Kempis, but according to some investi-
gators the theologian, Jean Gerson, Chancellor of the
University of Parxs, was the real author.

A few quotations from this most Christianly of
Christian works would not be unwelcome to your readers.
Union with God being possible only when one leaves
himself and all, Thomas & Kempis says: “In so far as
thou canst go out of thyself, so far wilt thou be able to

* Mr. M¢lone, however, considers this very improbable, sseing that the first

edition was in 1492, and that between that period and 1792, accorcirg to this
account, there would be three thousand six hurdred editions.

+ Marcus Aurelius, the last of the eminent and virtuous Caesars and the wisest
of the pagtn Emperors, composed, in Greek, a series of stoic self- -contemplative
-observations of considerable worth. They rank very high for their literary merit.
also and are regarded as one of the akknowledged classics.

3
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Ass overinto me.” And again: “Leave thyself and
thou shalt find me.” Similar 3entiments ocgyt m"%%ther
partof the work, wher¢ the sage advis g S
desu'e ‘“ As long as anything holds

““I cannot freely fly to Thee A di‘gain: “ Leave\V

thou shak

“;. e Ny -

find rest,” A
Speaking of Inordinate Aﬂectmm A

< At
“ Whensoever a man desireth an)g:lffntmuftely
he becometh presently disquieted in \h? »»The ~

proud and coveteous can never rest. The‘poor and
humble in spirit dwell in the multitude of’ peace “The
man that is not yet perfectly dead to himself, is quxckly
tempted and overcome_in small and trifling things.”
* The weak in spirit, and he that is yet in a manner
carnal and prone to the things™f sense can hardly with-
draw himself altogether from earthly desires. And
therefore he is often &fflicted when he ‘goeti about to
withdraw himself?from them; and is easily angered
when any opposeth hxm And if he hath followed his
appetite, he is presently disquieted with remorse of
conscience, for that he hath yielded to his passion, which
profiteth him nothmg to the obtaining of the peace
which he sought.” * True quletness of heart, therefore,
is gotten by res.lstmor our passions not by obeying them.
There is then no peace in the heart of [carnala man, nor
in him that is gwen to outward things, but in the spiritual
and devout man.”

So in counselling man to avoid vain Hope and

- Pride, he says: “ He is vain that putteth his trust in
man or in creatures.” * Be not ashamed to serve others

for the love of Jesus Christ; or to be ‘-*steemed‘poor in
this world.” Mr. Boswell says that he always was struck
with this sentence in the Jmitation : “ Be not angry that
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you cannot make others as you wish them {9 be, since
you' cannét make yourself ds you wish to be.”

The P'zlgnms Progress is a most remarkable
instance of those prison labours which have done so
much good to the world. It was written while its author
was 2n inmate of Bedford Jail, into which he was cast
or his peculiar rehglous views and opinions. In that
« qurance Vvile he was ‘made to lie for twelve long
years. Duringtkis period be wrote his famous work,
which has deservedly made his name immortal. Like
Spenser’s Fairie Queene the Pilgrim’s Progress is one
continued allefory, the object of which, under the
figure of a journey taken by a pilgrim, is to describe
the course of a Christian’s life_in his passage through

this world unto the world to come. The pilgrim is

represented as ,bearing & heavy burden—the burden
of sins—on his shoulders. On the way he meets with
many darigers and difficulties, somnetimes wallowing in
the Slough of Despond, at otheys contending with
enemies of sorts; but without flagging in his efforts
he careers onward and onward, and, at last, arrives
at his destination safe and sound. Spenser's Poem
is anything but pleasant reading ; in fact, after going
through some cantos, one feels tired and is dis-
posed to put «aside the Book. Not so Bunyan’s
Pilgrim's Pragress It is pleasant reading - all through
and, indeed, one is so charmed with it. that he is
reluctant to part with it without finishing it. In this
lies the writer’s ingenuity, and one would be disposed
to think ,that Bunyan really wrote under, inspiration
from Heaven.

The language of the book is as simple as ever,
and -cofitains few, if any, words of classical origin ;
but' this simplicity is of a peculiar character, it is tinged

b)
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with subh.mty. Speaking of,this wonderful work Mr.
Thomas Arnold very  properly observes, zlmost in an
ecstasy of joy, “ But what equable, -sinewy English
tie ‘inspiréd tinker’' writes ! what fulness of the
Christian doctrine is in him! what clear insight into
many forms of the Christian character! what thoroucrﬁ
urderstanding of a vast variety of temptations, fleshly
and spiritual!?” Dr, Johnson also has praised Bunyan
highly, *“His Pilerim's Progress,” *days he, “has great
merit, both for invention, imagination, and the conduct of
the story ; and it has had the best evidenge of its merit,
the general and continued approbation of mankind.
Few books, I believe, have had a more extensive sale.
It is remarkable that it,begins very much like the poem
of Dante; yet there was no translation of Dante when
Bunyan wrote. There is reason to think that he had
read Spenser.” When such is the character of the
work, itis not at all surprising that it has’had a pro-
digious popularity.» Indeed, no original work in the
English language has had a wider circulation thaa the
Pilerim’s Progress, nor been translated into a greater
number of foreign,langaages.. The work consists of
two parts. The * First Part,’ containing the Pilgrim-

age of Christian, appeared in 1678, when the author

was aged fifty ;.the complete work Was published in
1684, four years before his death, which took place in the
memorable year of the Revolution. Like the first part
of Cervantes’. Don Quixote, the first part of the Pilgrim’s
Progress is a wonderful performance; but not so the
second part, which gives an account of the pilgrimage of

Christiana and her sons. There is a great falling off here.

* This 'is one of the tkhree books which the learned Doctor &;d read al
through, the other two being the Holy Bible and Burton’s Anatomy of ™Melancholy.
As regards the last work, he said, that it was the only book that ever took him

aut of his bed two hours sooner than he wished to rise.—See Boswcu s Lik of
JeAnson,
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In truth, it appears from the poetical introducfion to the
second part that the good man was excited and elated
in no small degree by the extraordmary reception which
his Christian had met with; he was cénscious that
greatness had been thrust upon him ; and one missse,
accord.ngly, in the second part, * something of the ce-
lightful freshness, the natyralness, the entire unconscisus
devotion of heart and singleness of purpose, which are
so conspicuous in *ihe first.” Still, .like the Pgradise
Regained of Milton, the second part is only like “the
ebb of a mighty tide,” and would have been considered
a wonderful work had it come from some other pen.

Last, but not least, comes Augustine’s Confessions.

This is something like an autobiography of *the great

Christian” as Augustine* is called. The bookt gives a
true and faithful account of his life from infancy to the
death of hls motner, Monica, to whom he owed so much
for the betterment of his life. Auguspnes father was a
Heathen and was addicted to the Vices of the times.
The son in his younger days only followed the example
of the father, and would most probably have been
ruined for life, had not his pious motier, who was a most
Christianly Christian, come to his help and rescued him
from an imminent danger which stared him in the face
with such an appallmg aspect. In that book the author
makes a clean breast of the whole matter, relating all
circumstances—good, bad, and indifferent—in detail,
neither extenuating nor exaggerating. The book was

* Of Augystine, the great historian Niebubr says ¢ “ His is a truly philosophic
mind, as strongly actuated by a yeammg after truth as any of the great philosophers <
his language also is very noble. He is 5y no means witty, like St. Jerome; but is
eloguent, and in many places admirable.

t Rousgeau’s Confessions, though the same in kind with Augustine’s, is rather
of a romantr character than a plain_unvarnished account of a: changeful lile. . Mr.
Schlegel is perfectly right in saying that no French romance could, by any possi-
bility, compare in thrilling interest with Rousseau’s Confessions. See his History
of Literature, p 312

]
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probably wgitten soon after he was made Bishop, in the
year 397 A\D ‘“ His great design,” says his biggraphef,
‘“in writing this famous. work, was, that mei should not
think more highly of him than he deserved. And,
consequently, he divulged all the sins of his youthful
days, and the weaknesses to which he was subject and,
the mercies which he received from God pri:‘f{pzny
during the time preceding his contversion, when he was
engaged in his search after truth.” v
The Confessions show how the great ‘theologian . of
the ‘ancient church was led out of a state of darkness
into the light of truth, and how, from beiag an opponent
of Christianity, he became one of its noblest defenders.
This change in his life was not brought about by,means
of a miracle, as was the case with Saul of Tarsus,
better known as St. Paul ; but principally by the teach-

‘ings and lessons which he received from His mother and

by the living beneficial ‘influence of her character. From
the very nature of the work, it could not fail to become a

favourite with persolis impressed with a love of God and

truth. No wonder, then, that with the Zmitation of Chriss
and the Pilgyim's Progress, it has been one of the three
most popular Christiah books in the world. It consists

. of thirteen books, but the last three are chiefly occupied

with an account of Creation. The narrative is con-
stantly interrupted by addresses to God and reflections.

Of the addresses the most memorable is that whichis
contained in the first chapter. The words are :—* Thou
hast made us for Thyself, and our heart is réstless
until it find ‘rest in Thee!” In other words, nothing
can satisfy u$ but God Himself. The Buddhist Doctrine
of Nirvana, the Hindu metempsychosis, in fact, all
the religions worthy of the name, testify in one way
or other to the truth of the above address.
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The followmg is one of his reflectiors after the
death of his mother: “And now, Lord,” I depend
‘wholly on Thee, and the hope-of Thy mercy. I am a
little one, but my Father everliveth and my guardian
sufficeth me. What temptations I can or cannot resist,
-1 kgow not. My hope is this, that Thou art faithful and
sufferedt us not to be tried above that we are able to
bear, but with the trial makest also a way of escape
that we may b® able to bear it.” Again says: “Only

in Thyself can we find Thee. Oh! tbo late I loved Thee, -

Thou primeval beauty! too late I loved Thee. I sought
Thee amidst these beauteous forms which Thou hast
created, and found Thee not; and yet Thou wast ever
near, calling me to Thyself.” As all things change and
perish and as nothing but God &xists for good, the saint
says: “I viewed the other things below Thee and
perceived that they neither altoggther are nor altogether
are not. sThey are indeed, becauce they are from Thee ;
but are not, because they are nct what Thou art.
For that truly is, which remains immutably.”

One more quotation and we shall have done with
this book., * Many and great are my in§rmities, but
Thy medicine is mightier %still, > Christ died for all,
that they which live may no longer live to themselves,
but to him who died for them and rose again.”

All these reflections and others which the book
bristles with, plainly show that the author from a great
sinner had become a great saint, and was so much
imbued with the true genuine spirit of Christianity, that
he fully deserved to be called the great Christian,”
that he was.

As we have said at the outset, the Holy Bible is
the Bebk of books : it is the great book which forms
the base and foundation of Christianity, but like a book
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f Apophtheyms it is short, pithy and sententious,
.nd requirds to be elaborated»and enlarged upsn. The
hree books we have .noted above, might be looked
ipon as comgmentaries upon the Bible, explaining and
lustrating its precepts and principles, and, therefore,
ne who has a mind to have a thorough mastery qofthe
eligion of Christ should do well to study themrtth care
nd diligence. Indeed, they areto the Christian what
he Commentaries on the Veda are to_th¢ Hindu and the
>azend is to the Irinian, and like them have acquired
. wonderful popularity, the like of which has not been
chieved by any other work on the religion of Love
ounded by the holy saint of Nazareth.

Snumsuoo CHUNDER Dey.



Art.,V.—GEORGE THOMPSON IN 1843.

EORGE THOMPSON, the great PBarliamentary
G orator, who might deserved]y be called the
pionger of political agitation in this country, arrived in
Indiahes842. It was he who infused new life and
spirit among the edulated class of the community and
roused them to &sense of their duty to their country
by taking part in" the discussion of all questions con-
nected with its political regeneration.

Before Mnr Thompson came here, the Landholders’
Association was established in April 1838, and was the
only ogganised body in India to discuss political topics.

Mr. Wm. Cobb Hurry, the therf editor of the Englisk--

man, and Babu Prosonno Loomar Tagore were its joint
honorary secretaries, but Dwarkg Nath Tagore, near
whose house the office of the Association was situated,
was she life and soul of the institution. The Land-
holders’ Association, although it was a most useful body,
and did good in its own time, represented only one class
of the community—the aristocracy of Bengal It advo-
cated the rights of the zemindars, blit as their rights are
intimately bound up with those of the ryots, the one
cannot be separated from the other. What is truly good
for the zemindar, is equally so for the ryot; and what
~ -is bad for the ore is also bad for the other. The Society
was the pioneer of free discussion in this country. It
gave the people the first lesson in the art of constitu-
tional agitation, and taught them manfully to assert
their ¢ldims and give independent expression to their
opinions. The few scions of the aristocracy who were
first [Humined with the rays of education joined the
Society, but the light which had first illuminated the tops
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of mountafs soon penetratgd the deepest valleys and
lowest rice ﬁe]ds It WaS_]USt a few years betore Mr.
Thompson’s arrival a band of young men came out of
the Hindoo College inbued with Western thoughts and
ideas who were ultxmately destined to be the leaders
of the public and through whose strenuous z3orfs
were due the establishment of sogletles for it pohtlcal
advancement of their country.

At a farewell dinner given on Q.}th October 1842,
Mr. Thompson thus expoused the cause of India :—

In undertaking the journey on which I am about to set
out, [ think I may say, that I am influenced simply by a desire
to add to my means of usefulness in the promotion of a cause
to which my heart is devotedly attached—I mean tae cause

of British India. The jdurney, I may also state, was not
of my seeking—how far the hand of Providence is in it,

- I will not undertake tosay. It appeared to m¥y mind, however,

that my path of duty la'y' in that direction ; » that the opening
thus made for me was such that I was not at hberty *to oyerlook
or disregard it, and that I ought not to hesitate to embrace the

+ opportunity singularly afforded to me, not only of seeing the

country about which I had written much and spoken much,

but of corresgting any errorg into which I may have fallen

respectmg it; for I will not presume to say that I have always
received the much correct impressions of that country. I was
not unwilling, I say, to embrace the opportunity which was
afforded to me of observing with my own eyes the working of .
the institutions upon which I had animgadverted, and the
manner in which certain high'y responsible situations were
filled, and the duties of them discharged. I was also willing to

have an opportunity of receiving directly the suffrages of
those in whose behalf I had spontaneously labored in this
country, conctiving that, if empowered by them, I coyld repre-:
sent their cause with an effect, if not with an ultimate success,
which I could scarcely expect if a stranger to them, and
without the knowledge obtained by actual observation of the
circumstances in which they are placed. At the time the
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proposition to go to India was first made to me, I was engaged
in® canother sphere of labour—respecting which, I may
just say, that I most sincerely hope that all those who
are engaged in that struggle may not have long to labour
before their object is attained. What I had Said and done
in this country had, it appears, reached India, and had
cOméto the knowledge of thousands, and had there awakened
an interef&in me which I could scarcely had hoped to awaken
by anything I could do. The distinguished individual Dwarka
Nath Tagore wlio lately received the freedom of your city,
was commissiongd, belore he quitted the tity of his birth, to

communicate with me on certain great measures respecting the .

impartial administration of the law in India, and to enter into
certain arrangements with me, provided he should be of opinion
that I was an individual likely to advance the great ends in
which iddividually and collectively they had the deepest

interests in. He explained to me that a number of the inhabi- .

tants of Calcutta, and other parts of Bengal, had manifested
a deep. desire that I should continue, to devote a large portion
of my time gnd attention to the affaiss of India; and while

in this,city, and while I was in close comganio,,nship with him,

he stated to me that if I would undertaks a journey to India’
he would alter his intention of spending the next six months in
visiting those parts of the Continent where the climate was
similar’ to that of his own country, and would take me to his

native land, and introduce me personally to those who were

likely to be my co-adjutors in my cause connected with the
interests of India. A :
It is therefore obvious that Dwarka Nath Tagore
was induced by his countrymen to invite Mr. Thompson
to come to India. Mr. Thompson reached Calcutta
on board the same steamer with Dwarka Nath Tagore
in December 1842. The news of his arrival filled the
minds of the educated Bengalees with the most ardent
and sanguine hopes of being able to co-operate with that
Parliaméntary Member in order to secure the political
advancement of their country and . countrymen. Many
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of them went on board the yessel to accord him a cordial
welcome, ™ The Bengal Sp‘gctator, then edited by Peary
Chand Mittra, in welcoming Mr. Thompson, wrote
thus regarding his past career in its issue of the
15th January :—

Believing that most of our readers feel sincerely iEEe)csted
in the mission of this illustrious character to ougsuntry, we
beg to offer them a short account ©f the causes which have
led to it and the objects sought to be accomg#tshed by it, which
we trust will prove eacceptible, derived® as it'is from a very
authentic source,

The origin of Mr. Geo. Thompson’s concgrn in the affairs
of India, may be traced to the intelligence which reached
England in 1838, of the ravages of the famine which destroyed _
so many of our countrymen in the Upper Provinc®s at that
period. Immediately before, Mr. Thompson had been actively
engaged, in connection with otler British Philanthropists, in
seeking the abolition of] the system of Negro-Apprenticeship ;

- and in the month of August of that year, witnessed the

successful terminatijpn of his labours, in the complete personal
enfranchisement of tH® coloured population of the British West
Indies. Mr. Thompson then associated himself with the
Aborigines Protection Society stipulating at the time, that he
should be ﬁermitted‘ to dérect his attention, mainly, to the
condition of the natives of India. While connected with that
body, .he became convinced that a separafe association was
requiréa, for the diffusion of information respecting the state
of things in this colintry, and in consequence of that conviction
he resigned the situation he then filled, and succeeded soon
after, in organising a provisional committee for the formation

- of a “British India Society ” for the improvement of the condi-

tion of the native population. In the month of July, 1839,
this Society, was instituted at a public meetiag, held at
the Free Mason’s .Hall, London, Lord Brougham !presiding

‘on the occasion, In a short time, owing to the public

addresses of Mr. Thompson, auxiliary Societies were formed
in many of the cities and principal towns of England
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and Scotland. Mr. 'Thompson's views on Indiane questions
and "@ore specially on the subject of the Revenfle System,
were the occasjon of a considerable controversy, and the
Edinturgh Review and other periodicals, deemed it expedient
to enter upon the defence of the existing state of ‘things. Mr
Thompson, however, continued his labours in the cause he

had expgunded and in addition to his lectures, established a.

monthly nswspaper, entitled 7ke British Indian Advocate
and also qualified himself to sit in the Court of Proprietors of
India Stock. In the beginning of last year, he was induced to
-comply with the &arnes? and unanimous wizh of the Anti-Corn

Law party in England, that he should devote himself for a

time to the advocacy of the entire abolition of the Corn Laws,
receiving the assurance of that large and powerful body, that,
on the termination of that struggle, he should .have their co-
operationein the cause of British India. In the month of

September last, Mr. Thompson was’ solicited by the liberal

electors of the town of Southazmpton, to offer himself as one
of the candidates Yor the representation of that Borough in
Parliament; and ia company with l,ord Nugent as his
colleagug con’ducted an honorable but unsuccessful struggle
on the principles of election. In his address to that con-
stituent body he stated, that, his chief motive for desiring
a seat in the House of Commons, was a desire ¢ rena’er
additional service to the cause of the n&fztzve.r of this sountry. It
is a fact equally honorable to both partieS, that some of Mr.

Thompson’s-principal supporters in his attempt to enter Parlia-

ment were persons oof decidedly opposite political views on
matters of English administration. Mr. Thompson's health
having suffered from incessant public efforts during eleven
years, he resolved to take a respite from the existing occupa-
tions in which he had been so long engaged, and to employ it
in a journey to this country. His object in coming here is, we
fully believe, to make himself as conversant with the actual state
of thmg a3 his time and opportunities will allow, and to correct
any erroneous impressions which he may have received, while
viewing tWe country and people from a distance. Mr.
Thompson emphatically disclaims all factious hostilities to the
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Governmen’ of India, He avpws himself ready to bestow
credit and ommendation wherever they are deserved, and to
make all just allowance Jfor the many and great difficulties
which are opposed to the carrying forward, of ameliorative
measures, With this object, and with these feelings, Mr.
Thompson is a visitor and sojourner in our land. \Ve trust
that those who have been loudest in their complaints .afainst
him, of inaccuracy and exaggeration, will be #ctemost in
affording him all possible facilities for the attainment of sound
nformation, that, whenever he may return h‘%me, he mayv be
able to describe faitifully the condition &f the people, and the
character and operations of the Government in its various
departments.

Mr. Thompson set to work with a zeal worthy of
a cause so noble and so full of promise, not,merely
by obtaining information from the natives but to attain
a higher object by awakening them to a sense of
their own condition; and to the necessity for, their
own exertions to 1mprove it, by those powerful appeals
of eloquence, whigh in all ages and countries swas a
potent factor in the® regeneration of society, and often
produced great moral and political results. His mission
formed an _epoch in the political history of British
India. The first few days of his sojourn in Calcutta
were indefatigably employed in collecting informa-
tions on various subjects connected with the great
object of his mission to these shores. He was also
present at the examination of the students of the Hindu
and Hooghly Colleges and the - General Assembly’s
Institution held in the Town Hall

The first appearance of Mr. Thonipsen, 'was at a
meeting of the Society for the Acquisition of feneral
Knowledge held at the Hindu College on 11th January
1843, when Babu Kissory Chand Mittra delivered a
lecture on the * Physiology of Bones.” The lecturer, after
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havmg finished the lecture, iptroduced the distinguished
visitor. Mr. Thompson ad! essed the meetiffg at some
length stating the object of his toming to this country,
viz.,, to extend his knowledge of its affaiss, for which
he would be happy to be brought into contact with
Ixdians as closely as possible, expressing his favorable
opinion Gagthe discourse and exhorting the gentlemen
present to persevere in keeping up the Society—con-
nection with it maLmO‘ it obligatory on members to
contribute to self-i 1mprovement which could not other-

wise be done. The following were his addresses"“ durmd :

his sojourn in Galcutta :—

11th January 1843.—Meeting of the Society for
the Acquisition of General Knowledge. Babu Tara
Chand Chuckerbutty in the chair. '

January.—Meeting at the house of Rev. K. M.
Banerjee. Convgrzatione meetmcv

20tk ]anuary —Meeting of ® the Agri- Horttcul
tural §ocxety Sir John Peter Grans %n the chair.:

28tk _January —Meeting at the Town Hall to bear
testimony to C. B. Greenlaw. Archdeacon.T. Dealtry
in the chair. ' . '

30tk January.—Meeting at Babu Chunder Sekhar
Deb’s house, Raja Baroda Kanto Roy in the chair.

6th February.—Meeting at the® garden house of
Babu Sree Kisgen Smg Manicktola, converzatione
meeting. :

13th February.—Meeting at the garden house of
‘Babu Sreg Kissen Sing. Raja Satya Sharan Ghosal in
the chair.

2ot/z February —-Meetmg at the garden house of

* Some of these Lectures were published in 1843 and a revised edition was
- published by Babu Raj Jogessur Mitter in 18g5.
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~ Babu Srec Kissen Sing. Eabu Chunder Sekl}ar Deh in

the chair.”

27tk February.—Meeting at the garden house of
Babu Sree Kissen Sing. Converzaticne neeting.

75t Marck.—Meeting at the foundation of Mutty
Lal Seal’s free school. The Rev. Mr. Johnson ‘of
St. Xavier’s College in the chair. s’

6th March.—Meeting at the Fowgzdari Balakhana
Hall (premises No 31). Babu Hary Ku'nar Tagore in
the chair.

7tk Marck.—Meeting of the Mechanics’ Institute.
The-Rev. Mr. Boaz, the vice-president, in the chair.

-9tk March.—Meeting of the Agri- Horticultural
Society. Sir John Peter Grant in the chzur

13th March—Meeting 3t the Fouzdari Balakhana.
Babu Sree Kissen Smg in the chair. °*

14th March.—Meeting of the Orlental, Semmary,
Sir Robert Peel {ji the chair. 2

16th March—Meeting of Parental Academic Insti-
tution (now called Doveton College). Dr. Duff in the
chair. , . .

20tl Marck.—Meeting at the Fouzdari Balakhana.
Babu Hari Mohan Sen in the chair.

22nd March.—Meeting at the Landholders’ Society.

6th April—Meeting at the Fouzdari Balakhana.
Mr. Thompson in the chair. .

13tk April.—Meeting at the Fouzdari Balakhana.
Mr. G. T. F. Speede in the chair.

18tk April—DMeeting in the Town Hall for
presenting address to Mr. J. Sullivan. Mr. Adah Frere
Smith, the Sheriff, in the chair.

20th April.—Meeting at Fouzdari Balakhana
Hall. Mr. Thompson in the chair.
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. The reader will see thit political addresses were
at ﬁrst d‘ehvered at the garden house of Babu Sree
Kissen Sing® at Manicktola, where meetings of the
Academic Asbociation, held under the #uspices of
David Hare and H. L. V. Derozio, used to take
plic®&  From Manicktola Garden house, the scene
was shiffett to Fouzdari Balakhana Hall (premises
No 31), which was placed at the disposal of the public
by Dr. D. Gupta gnd Dr. Gouri Sunker Mitter of

Goopta and Mitter, who had their dispensary located

in the lower flat of the premises. These meetings were
held at the exXpress desire of the Indians themselves,
and the interest excited by Mr. Thompson’s addresses
spread fapidly. At their earnest desire, Mr. Thompson
set apart a night in every week to meet young educated
Bengalees and, to address them upon their social
and pdlitical copdition and the means of advancing
the people® of India. The impetts,once given to the
movement of mind, continued incy€asing in power
as it went on. It was at his feet.we may say, Babus
Ram Gopaul Ghose, Russick Krishna Mullick, Rev.
K. M. Banerjee, Peary Chand Mittra, Dukhina Ranjan

Mukerjee,- Tara Chand Chuckerbutty, Kissory Chand -

Mittra and their compeers learnt the art of elocution
and took lessons in politics. The young band of hope
were struck with admiratlon for the commanding voice
and measured force of delivery of this Parliamentary
Radical Member. Lord Brougham, the President to
the London British Indian Society, once remarked that
Mr. Thompson had the most persuasive voice of
any orator he ever listened to; and his competent

testimony was confirmed by all Indians who heard.

Mr Thompson’s voice. Mr. Thompson’s speeches
gave the first direct impulse to political agitation by
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the educated Bengalees. At about this time there
occurred something which is worth noticing. A meeﬁqng
under the auspices of the Society for the Rcquisition of
General Knowledge was held on 8th February 1843,
under the presidency of Babu Tara Chand Chuckerbutty
when Babu Dukhina Ranjan Mukerjee read a papes®
on the *“ Present Condition of the East India Company's.
Courts of Judicature and Police under the Bengal Presi-
dency.” On account of its seditious character Captain
D. L. Richardsod, the Principal of Hindoo College,

who was present there as a visitor, rose and tried to close
the meeting, saying that he cannot * convert the College
into a den of treason, and must close the doors
against all such meetings.” The conduct of D. L. R.
having been thought *insulting to the meeting, the
members abandoned the use >of the College Ha]l and
shifted to the Fouzdagi Balakhana Hall.  In the subse-
quent annual meetmg held on the 8th March;, the Chair-
man’s action was, supported and a vote of than’ts was
passed for his spmted and independent conduct on that
evening when Captam Richardson interrupted the per-
usal of the gssay and behaved, insultingly towards the
members. The addresses delivered by Mr. Thompson.
led to the awakening of a sense of duty in a number
of the members to further the good work of nationak
amelioration, and’give an Zmpetus to the promotion of
enquiries into matters coming within’the reach of that |
object. The heart of some of the members leaped with
joy at the thought that they have atlast found a friend
and a co- adjutor through whom they could secure the
future happiness and Well being of their coun{rymen,

An association for the political discussion was strongly

felt as the object of the Society for the Acquisition of
* This essay was published in the Besgal Hurkarw of 2nd and 3rd March  843.

. -3
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General Knowledge was rpt a polmcal ong, but for

4 p?omotlhg mutual improvement.” The Sdciety died
but only to fise like a Pheenix‘from its ashes. The
Landholders’ Association was lately sunk in a pro-
found lethargy. A large number of gentlemen attend-
ing ¢he weekly meetings of Mr. Thompson, were for
some time gnxious that a society should be founded upon
a broad, a firm and an’ unexceptionable basis, to gain
the object, and"that the information given and received

at these meetings should be applied® to practxcal and -

beneficial ends. A provisional committee was formed
for the purpose. A meeting was held at the Fouzdari
Balakhana on the 2oth April 1843, with Mr.  Thompson

in the ochair, when the following resolutions were

unanimously passed :— *
I. Thatin the deliberate and solemn judgment
of this meeting " the circumstances of the British Indian

Empire, and the Telation subsistingsbetween that empire.

and tie Government and people ¢§ Great Britain,
impose upon every individual memter of the community,
the duty of doing all in his power to ameliorate the
condition of the people, and o advance the general
prosperity of this country. -0

11. That it is the opinion of this meeting, that
in addition to individual effort, it is expedient and
necessaty that 'a Society should be formed in Calcutta,
upon a basis that’shall admit of the friendly co-operation
of all persons anxious to promote the good of India,
and the improvement, efficiency, and stability of the
British - Gpvernment, w1thout respect of caste, creed,
place of! birth or rank in society.

III, That a society be now formed and denomi-
nated The Bengal British India Society ; the object
of which shall be, the collection and dissemination of

. : : .
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informatios, relating to the actual condmon of t,he
people of British India, and the laws, institutions, and
resources of the country; and to employ such other
means of a peaceable and lawful character, as may
appear calculated to secure the welfare, extend the just
rights, and advance the interests of all classes of*odr
fellow subjects. >

IV. That the Society shall’adopt and recommend
such measures only, as are consistent wmh pure loyalty
to the person and government of the reigning Sovereign
of the British dominions, and the due observance of
the Laws and Regulations of this country.

V. That all persons of adult age, and not at
the time receiving instruction in any public semmary,
contributing to the funds of the Society and conscien
tiously subscribing to the above fundamental Resolu-
tions, shall be ellglble to Membership .

VI. That the followmg gentlemen, ¥z, -Babus
Chunder Shekar Heb Ram Gopaul Ghose, Tarachand
Chuckerbutty, and ary Chand Mittra, be a Com-
mittee to prepare an ddress to the public, founded

upon the fdregoing sesolRtions, together with a list of

officers, and such rules and regulations as may appear
to be necessary for the management of the affairs of
the Society, and, submit the same to a general meeting
of members, to be held in this plaee, on Thursday

- evening, the 4th May.

Mr. Thompson, the Chairman, in his speech said :—

From the moment of landing upon these shores and
becoming acquainted with the native gentlemen of T alcutta,
it has been his desire to see such a Society as that which
had just been formed. At the same time he had %elt and
seen the necessity of delaying the event, that the fullest
time might be given for the consideration of the nature

LY
. [
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and design of such an instittion. His previovs addresses
had all Bten intended to prepare the way fdr what had
that night taken place. He had sought rather to magnify
than diminish he solemnity of the duties attached to such
an organization, that those who subsequently united them-
sElvezs, might fully understand what would be required of

them, and commence their operations suitably impressed

with a senze of the responsibilities they would assume.
What had been done theref’ore had been done deliberately,
and with a Lnowledge of the difficulties to be encountered,
the labours to be pérformed, and the *patience, forbearance

and perseverance which would be required at the hands of -
every member. No clip-trap arts has been engaged to seduce

any individual into the commission of an -act which he
might afterwards repent, and feel it necessary to.abandon.
Nothing” had been promised in the shape of present or renown.
No honors, situations, or emoluments had been held out. The
work before them had been retommended solely on the ground

of its necessity for the good of others, and the moral and

intellectual heneﬁt which an upright and pure minded dis-
chargegof duty would confer upon the? individual himself.
Such were the motives which had beer.lirged, and he trusted

that no others had influenced any gent'man in giving a vote

that evening. Assuming, that what 'J;ad been done on these

principles he (Mr. Thompson) hai only now to £y, which he |
did from the ground of his heart, tkat he wished the Society

“God speed.” His greatest reward would be (it was the only
one he sought) to, witness its prosperity. In what he had
said and"done in the meetings which had betn held, he had not
aimed at popularity, or fame, or leadership. For the future,
as long as he remained in India, he should feel it a sufficient
honor to be a humble fellow-worker. The Society might
command his services at all times. There was no sacrifice of
ease or pproonal enjoyment which he was not prepared to make
if he might in any degree contribute to its success. But let no
. man seek to be a leader, nor any man relieve himself from
responsibility or trouble by blindly foliowing a leader. Let each
member act as though the welfare and usefulness of the Society
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depended upcn himself. At th: same tlme let there be 3
spirit of mutual conciliation and deference. Above all let no
member hazard the charactér of the Society by’ pursuing a
violent or self-wjlled course. Let him submit hjs measures to
the consideration of his brethren, and if they do.not recom-
mend themselves to their judgment let him bow to their,
decision, or retire from a body that finds itself unable to
sanction his intended acts, The experience of the”last three
months will, I hope, have been found to have had a salutary
effect. We may all have fallen into some errors, a,nd there is no
stronger evidence of true greatness of mmd or sincere attach-

" ment to any cause, than the renunciation of a course, which is

proved to beinjudicious or hurtful, *Let us take Jadvice. from all
quarters, and shape our actions according to the dictates of
sound wisdom, without such a degree of attachment to our own -
pre-conceived opinion as would prevent us from profiting by the
counsel of others. I will say no more. You have now fairly
embarked in the cause of your country May God bless you
in your deed! And, whea I shall no loncre_.r have it in my
power to be a witness of-your exertions, may I co.ntinue to
hear a good report conggrning you, and have cause to be proud
of the honor of havingybeen in the humblest capacity a
contributor to your success!

The other speake\in the meeting were Mr.
G. T F. Speede, Mr. M. Crow, Babus Tarachand
Chuk€rbutty, . Ram * Gophul Ghose, Peary Chand
Mittra, ete.

The Bengal Brmsh Indian Society was established
on the 20th April 1843. The following *was the con-

" stitution of the Society :—

President :—Mr. George Thompson. Honorary
Secretary :—Babu Peary Chand Mittra, Treasw"fr —
Babu Ram Gopaul Ghose. Members of Commuatiee :—
Messrs. G. F. Remfry, G. T. F. Speede, M. Crow, Babus
Hurry Mohan Sen, Tarachand Chuckerbutty, Gobind
Chunder Sen, Chunder Sekhar Deb, Dukhina. Ranjant_’
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Mukerjee, qu;onath Dhur, Rev. Krishiia Mohan
Banerjee, Shama Charan Sen and Sautcouri Dutt.

At subsequent meetings, Mr. G. F. Remfry and
Babu Ram °Gopaul Ghose were appointed Vice-
Pre51dents to the Soc1ety
* " The Society was in fact the nursery of a band of
young poiiticians who, sensible of their duty, gave vent

to their thoughts and feelmgs with a freedom of speech -

which shook the :nerves of the ,most impassionate
Englishman both in India and England. Week after
week there was a rush to-that political arena where
its President,” Mr. Thompson, and members delighted

their audience with the most pleasing -visions about -

the future of India. In the midst of all these works,
Mr. Thompson left Calcutta* for Delhi on the 8th June.

At a meeting of the Committee held on the

6th June their regret for his deharture was recorded.
All it business devolved upon its jworthy Secretary.

All the *current coins of the day”’ (e £., the appoint-

ment of Deputy Magistrates, refjm’ms in the Regxstra~
tion Department) were discusded, and many reforms in
the country were introducedf The Sociely used. to
correspond regularly with the British Indian .Society
'in London.  After Mr. Thompson, Mr. W. Theobold
was elected Pre51dent who was followed by Ram
Gopaul Ghose in December 1845. But gradually the
interests of the objects of the Society began to wane
and the Society lingered slowly for some years till
it was renovated again with a new nomenclature.

The Gharter- of 1833 expired in 1853 *and it was.

thought by the educated Bengalees to unite the

'* Mr. Thompson came again in India in 1857 and put up with the late Hon’ble

Prossonno Coomar Tagore and Babu Kissory Chand Mittra. He took an active
' part in the Non-Exempion Meeting held on 6th April 1857, Mr. Thompson died
in October 1878.

’ .
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two political associations, the one Trepresenting the
patricians ar.d the other the plebeians, The two Associd-
tions, the Landholders. Association and .the British
Indian Society were therefore united on the,29th October
1851 under the designation of the British Indian Asso-
ciation. The objects of the Association, as stateds in
the prospectus, were “to promote the i improvement and
efficiency of the British Indian Government by every
legitimate means in its power, and thereby*to advance the
common interests of*"Great Britain and India and ameli-
orate the condition of the native inhabitants of the sub-
ject territory.” The following gentlemen were the first
officers of the newly-formed Association. President :—
Raja Radha Kant Deb. Vice-President :—Rajy Kali
Krishna Deb. Honorary Secretary .—Babu Debendra
Nath Tagore. Assistant Secvetary .—Babu Digumbar
Mitter. Members of the Committee —-Raja Satya Saran
Ghosal, Babus Hara 2Zumar Tagore, Prosonnp Kumar
Tagore, Rama Nat?l Taurore Ram Gopaul Ghose, Peary
Chand Mittra, joy .Zissen Mukerjee, Sambhoo Nath
Pandit, Krishna Ixxssc‘} :* Ghose, -Ashutosh Deb, Hari
Mohan Sen Jagadanan {a Mukerjeew and Woomesh

) Chandra Dhtt > 4

“The British Indian Association represents the pre-
mier political institution in Bengal. Segeing the good
work done by the British Indian Association,* other
political institutions came to be established in different
parts of India.

The Friend of India used to compare ironically the
roarings of Mr. Thompson-at Balakhana with those of
Balahissar ifi the West, but the reader will see How the
seed germinated by Mr. Thompson developed_into a
stately tree.

It is now more than sixty years past that Mr.

2 3



124 . 'THE CALCUTTA REVIEW.
9

Thompson laid the foundasion of these polifical propa-
gandas,®and it is now more than sixty yeais that heis
gratefully venerated by every Indian for the great
interest and zeal he evinced in rousing the attention of
the Indian Community to ameliorate the condition of
their country, the sound judicious advice he imparted
from time to time as to their mode of procedure and the
means they should émploy in furtherance of that en(?,
his repeated assurances for the warm advocacy- of th§1r
cause, his liberal cOntribution to the conversaziones and
to the British Indian Society and the assistance rendered
by him in the formation of the latter institution.

S. M.

L e
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THE HEART OF INDIA.—By L. D. Barnett, M.A,, Litt. D., Professor of
Saaskrit at University College, Lendon. John Murray, Albesmarle
Street, W.

THIS most recent addition to The Wisdom of the East
Series will be found most fascinating, writttn as it is in an
attractive style and,with an interest avholly apart from the
heaviness to be expected from so uninteresting a subject. The
author in the opening chapter compares the trains of thought
of two great nations—the Greeks and Indians—and therein he
dwells on an absorbing description of the gods of the Rig
Veda, proceeding in the third to dilate on the unknswn god;
Brahma or the World-Idea is the subject of the fourth chapter
and a description of the Brahmsnas and Upanishads occupies
the fifth, while the principles of the Upahishads naturally
occupy the next. A thapter from the Mahabarata on the
words of the PreacherTeads to one from the same source on
the Heavenly wayoafter which follows one on the Religion of
Sankara and Ramingja the religion of Philosophers. The
worship of Vishnu, Ran¥ and Krishna as dealt with by the
author will 'be found no)the least interesting chapter in a
grotip of iﬂzeresting 3nes. }Tulsi Das, the Vishnuite reformer,
receives full treatment, a j does Nanak, Tuka Ram and Maya.
Short chapters ‘llow on the worship of Siva, Sivaite Theology
in the South, two, Tamil votaries of Sivi, Sivaite ,Puritans,
“Kapilas” and the Anti Brahmans and others help to complete
in small compass a work on which the author and publisher
alike are to be congratulated.

- SKETCHES OF THE RULERS OF INDIA.—Vol. IIl. By.(., D. Oswell,

M.A., Oxon., Principal of Rajkumar College, Raipur,  Central
Provinces, India. Clarendon Press, Oxford. N

THIS volume of what will prove a most valuable historical
tecord shows the depth of research the author has indulged in,
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An instructive introduction is,followed by chapters on the
Consolidatjon of British Rule and the Marquess of Tornwallis ;
the development of the Company into the Supreme Power
of India and on the Marquess of Wellesley. The Final over-
throw of the Mahratta Power is dealt with in® chapter III,
which also deals with the period of the Marquess of Hastings’
rides This is followed by a record of events during the
Governorship of the Earl of Amberst mcludmg the British
advance eastwards to Busma. The remaining chapters record
the time and piincipal happenings during the period when

Lord William Bentinck and Viscount Hardinge ruled the

destinies of the country, the final chapter dealing with the
struggle for India by the European nations and also with
Dupleix and the French, 1741-1809.

BUDDHIS ¢ ESSAYS.——By Paul Dahlke. Translated from the German
by Bhikku Silacara. Macmillan & Cd., Ld., Londoa.

THROUGHOPT this work the author shows how deep he
has delved into the study of the lifs of Buddha and how
intimately he is acquainted with I idhism. The opening
chaptefideals with the life of Buddha and Zlescnbes his ancestry
and realisation of what he believed to be he acquisition of the
truth. He then deals briefly with ¢.e leading doctrinés of
Buddhism and some characteristics r/ uddhism. Morality ‘in

Buddhism’ receives careful and e lightened treajment, while -

‘an intensely interesting chapter. .tn “After death™ shows the
care with which the author has dwe:‘t on and studied his subject.
There are chapters on Asceticism, Women and Beginning

and End—the two riddles of the world, Not the least interest-

ing will be found the two concluding chapters on a Brief His-
torical Development of Buddhism and the World Mission of
Buddhism. The work of translation gives evidence of pains-
taking effort, and for those interested in the subject the work
will be fpurad not only of absorbing.interest but, a source of
considerable information,

" Sketches of Rulers of Inal
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