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says the Gita Acharya to Arjuna.
“Appeal with every hope to the
Deity who resides in everyone’s
heart,” he continues, “put your
trust in Mc: I shall help you to
overcome every obstacle.” Here
is the doctrine of the Gite in re-
gard to conscience and in regard
to mutual understanding and per-
suasion. Appeal to the Deity who
resides in everyone’s heart and
who by his maaya controls all the
movements of men as marionettes
on the machine are controlled.
The God in everyone’s heart,
some call by the name Consci-
ence. The voice of what they call

Conscience is really the voice of.

God within. Conscience inter-
venes whenever one proposes to
take a wrong step. It is not merely
a passing doubt that arises in onc’s
own mind. It is the voice of God
who intervenes to save and to
which onc should listen in pre-
ference to the counsels of desire,
hatred or anger. Call Him by any
name, God is necessary for life and
is within you like the blood in
your veins. Call Him by the name
of Conscience if you like, but He
is there speaking from your heart
in spite of yourself. )
“God who sleeps on the great
ocean, God who resides and re-
ceives the worship of devotees on
the hill of Venkatadri, He is with-
in you. Know this for certain,
dear heart,” says the Alwar in a

Tamil song. He tells us that the
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God of every form of worship is
in our own hearts -ever helping us.

Conscience is not a phenome-
non of schizophrenia or split per-
sonality but is God whispering to
save us. Let us listen to Him as
Socrates did in Athens and as
Gandhi did in our own country,
in our own age.

Listen to the Deity in your
heart who speaks to you when
you need Him. Appeal to the God
in your brother’s heart when you
wish to change his ways. Let us
do both these if we wish to save
our country from the fast deterio-
ration of character that has set in.
Let us do these, too, if we desire
peace on earth. ’

The Pope has specially ap-
pealed to the rulers who have
undertaken to guide the ma-
terial affairs of nations. The
Queen of Britain too has spoken
great words on Christmas Day.
These two beautiful messages are
full of wisdom and love, and it
is a privilege to repeat them here:

“Our thoughts finally turn to
those who hold in their hands
the temporal destiny of peoples
and on whom depend in such_
large measure the maintenance
and progress of peace on earth.

We mentioned in our Christ-

mas message (three days ago)

how great is their responsibi-

lity before God. It is also great

before men, because the judg-

ment of history will be severe for

those who will not" have done
' everything possible to remove
. . { i

the scourge of war from man-
kind. It is for this reason that we
pray that the gentle splendour
of the Christmas night may
illumine them too—them, above
all—and that the star of Bethle-
hem may guide them on the
paths of peace.”—Pope John’s
message.
Quecen Elizabeth of Great Bri-
tain gave the following noble mes-
sage on Christmas Day:

It came upon a midnight clear.
Oh hush the noise, ye men of strife,
And hear the angels sing. .

“The words of this old carol
mean even more today than when
they were first written. We can
only dispel the clouds of anxiety
by the patient and determined
efforts of us all. It cannot be done
by condemning the past or con-
tracting out of the present. Every
year, at this tinie, the whole Chris-
tian world celebrates the birth of
the Founder of our Faijth. It is tra-
ditionally the time for family re-
unions, present-giving and child- -
ren’s parties. A welcome escape,
in fact, from the harsh realities of
this troubled world, and it is just

“in times like these, times of ten-

sions and anxieties. that the sim-
ple story and message of Christ-
mas is most relevant. The story
is of a poor man and his wife, who
took refuge at night in a stable,
where a child was born and laid
in the manger. Nothing very spec-
tacular, and yet the event was
greeted with triumphant song—
“Glory to God in the highest, and
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on carth peace, goodwill towards
men”. For that child was to show

that there is nothing in heaven

and carth that cannot be achiev-
«d by faith and by love and ser-
vice to one’s neighbour. Christ-
mas may be a Christian festival,
but its message goes out to all
men, and it is echoed by all men
of understanding and  goodwill

everywlhiere.

"During this last year I have

heen able to visit many countrics,
some were members of the Com-
monwealth and some were not. In
all of them 1 was shown a genuine
which

kindness and  aflection
touched me deeply and showed,
think, that the British people

looked upou as friends in m:
parts of the world. In Asia :
in Africa we were made awar
the great volume of goodwill
friendship that exists between
the varied peoples who profes

different faiths and who make up

onr  Commonwealth  family, To

them their Christian brethren send |

a message of hope and encourage-
ment this Christmas.

It gocs also to the quiet peo-
ple who fight prejudice by ex-
ample, who stick to standards and
ideals in face of persecution, who
make real sacrificcs in order  to

" help and serve their neighbours.

“Itis natural that the younger
geperation  should lose  patience
with their elders. for their seem-
ing failure to bring some order
and sceurity to the world.  But
things will not get any bettelr it
young people express th(‘ms?ycs
hy indiffcrence or by rcv'u‘.slfm
azainst what they rcgu‘rd as .11:

out of date order of things. Fh'c
TAorld. desperately needs  their
“"vigour, their determination and
¢ their service to their fellow men.
- The opportunities. are there and
the reward is the satisfaction of
truly unselfish work. To-/both
young and old, I send ‘my very
* best wishes'and, as the cardl s ays,

- may we all hear the ?Jlgels sing i g

b3

‘the coming year. o
~+ 1 bave heard some good peo-"
ple say “we must one day. take
. Pakistanh_and make India"whblg-

by

(R »

. Again”, These people are -not im:’ S

“perialists but deluded men. The -
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only way to take Pakistan is to
build up an empire of goodwill
and fricndship. Pakistan  may
govern herself and India may gov-
ern herself.  But frimdship can
make a bigger India of both. Look
at Britain. She really retains India
although she has withdrawn from
government. When Queen Eliza-
beth went round India, did we
not see that she moved among us
as if she were our own Queen as
much as of Britain? Was it not
visibly demonstrated that India
was still with Britain and Britain
wsesttwitli us? There are more
T *men employed in  India
J&day and more *British business
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cin-haran-
ister  told a

_In his recent hongi
@ic the Prime ¥

s<must. be”“ready for leader-
ship”. Tt is exactly “this kind of
appeal that diverts the attention
of students from their legitimale
dutics in campus.  When their
clders are busy with politics, stu-
dents are apt to join any dcmons-
tration to prove their alertness
and capacity for action. Mr.
Nehru said that “India required
young men of agility to keep pace
with the fast-changing world”.
Young folk thus addressed at a
susceptible age feel bucked up and
leaders of youth-festivals and stu-
dent unions promptly gird u]p their
loins, and a species of early stu-
dent-leadership is developed.
During the Non-Cooperation
Movement. students asked one
another what they should do when
their parents were being arrested
and detained. The analogy occur-
red to them that just as British
students had left off their studies
during the First World War to
join the colours, it was il’lcu.mbent
upon them to sacrifice their stu-
dies and join the movement. And
in. Mahatmaji’s fourfold  pro-
gtamme there was a clause pro-
P“an§ the boycott of government
:36hools ‘and faw courts. Anyway
the instinct f youth to figure as
«,t,,h‘ea soldie"% of freedom took root;
A

. —
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carried on here than ever hefore
1947, Therefore, the real annexa-
tion of Pakistan consists in  the
annexation of hearts by the method
of friendship. Hatred breeds hat-
red, love begets love as Buddha
has tanght. Our Prime Minister has
quoted this in the New Year card
sent to his friends this year. Let
us trost and appeal to the God
in every one’s heart and Sri Kri-
sha will help us to overcome
all impediments. But if we do not
do so, as He tanght Arjuna to
do, we shall ruin ourselves.

A AT
sisafe fraggata
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¥ \A{b‘ﬂqﬂ STlJ,ﬁENT INDISCIPLINE
" 1By POTLAN jOSEPIH

and even today those  student-
heroes, now grown to their role as
clders in the Congress, they recall
old times when they had defied
professors and teachers who cor-
respondingly - suffered. Malatina-
ji. however, presioned the cousent
of parents.

In (/)n(‘ instance. a young troant
approached him with the confes:
sion that he had to rebel against
the wishes of his father and join
the movement. M;lhatm;lji brdered
him o leave the ashram.  Since

the yonng man was penniless for

railfare he was asked to  waik
back all the way. C. F. Andrews,
a poem of pity, sceretly gave him
money out of his meagre store to
buy a ticket home. No doubt the
voung man was inspired with the
idea of student-leadership, of the
hour of decision.  When students
fight for lcadership amongst them--
selves it is a case of “no holds
barred”. In one of the universi-
ties, the youth leader is given
concessions in examination marks
since he is supposed to be an
organizer of the “Student Com-
munity”. A scparate consciousness
of leadership in class-rooms s
demoralizing  to  discipline and
foments faction-fights outside, to
the distraction of authoritics,
The Aligarh  disorder started
with elections to the Student
Union  without proportional  re-
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" forth as volunteers.

s -

resentation but the busihess o‘f
Eeing early in politics for succes-
sion in leadership 'distracts th_elr
minds from legitimate duties.

In Patna where t.he 67th sTsl-
sion of the Congress is to bedhe c(i
hostels have been ‘evacuated and,
the Reception Comrrlut(tfe li
training volunteers 11}::1 l} n;gm;
large number _of girl-stuc ents,
against the }wshcs of many

arents who for one reason or
other do not want t}}exr daughtte]rs)
to figure very prommently in . xlct
mela; but then the answer 1s hh‘
they arc being marshalled in their
pvr’sonul capacity.

Recently  when the Defcn]cc:
Minister was qucsli(m.ed 'dl)()}lt-.t l‘(,
propricty of the. Prlmc I\I.“n,b.t'fll.
and his aides being given specid
air-transport on stumping tf‘)ll;’s,
Mr. Krishna Mcnon rcphcd: The
Prime Miunister does not cease t().
be Prime Minister \\,”]1(‘11 he goces
on non-official duties™. 'er.lt.‘.\r‘c
called  noneofficial (]ll!.l(‘S, it is
hardly necessary to define. It is 4;1
hollow conundrum like the excuse
of the Patna Reception C()mn.nt—
tee. In  the clCcti()n—czunpz}lgn
when  ‘volunteers”  are r(‘(llllrefl
these students, under demagogic
exhortation, are bound to sally
To smothey
dying embers with (lry“ straw :.m(,l’
then rim about crying “Fire, Fire
and shouting for buckets of water,
seems quixotic.
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VOTE FOR THE CONSTITUTION
By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

The Congress Party, which is
throwing overboard the principle
of * competition in production,
management and  distribution,
seeks to hang all these by the
slender thread of public spirit and
faith in the leaders of the State
and its constitutional powers of
compulsion. The party has thus ex-
changed the one time-tested and
rcliable motive-force that looks
after quality and vigilantly con-
trols economics and the volume of
production, for an untested (and,
wherever tested, found inade-
quate) motive that suits patterns
in cloudland but not any scheme
of real work in a real world.

Having given up the principle
of compctition in the field Qf pro-
duction and service on the bidding
of socialism, the Congress under
the leadership of Mr. Nehru (make
no mistake of thinking he docs
not  know it) acts on the singl.e
strategy of sctting up a C()mp?tl-
tion for favours from the ruling
party.

Favour a few chosen men, and
there will be .competition among
them all for the same a.nd thus

ou will get a nation-v.wde rush
for the smiles of the ruling party,
and permits and quotas aqd sanc-
tions for issue of fresh capital and
so ‘on. You may not be able to

lease them all (for that is arith-
metic) but every one will hoRe
and stand in a queue; and this
is all that is wanted to perpetu-
ate your own rule. Every chief
minister (and in this, chief minis-
ters are the real operators for the
party) knows the value of this

strategy; and Mr. Nehru finds it -

works, and so he, the great Mr.
Nehru, has become the ‘yes-man’
of this gang of lower level opera-
tors. At a certain stage, ambition
is reduced, alas, to unconscious
and degrading submission to the
weapons it employs, and confuses
operational success with triumph,

The few favoured have their
own parasites and the whole gang
thus collected calls itself g politi-
cal party, and the tricolour flag

with the dharma chakra on it is
waved on their behalf for
adharma and profiteering! Those .
who stand for freedom and fair
competition are the enemies of
this crowd of permit and quota
holders and favour-seekers. No
wonder when among these any
impulse of long-sight or patriotism
shows itself and seeks to help
the Swatantra Party, the rest
combine to suppress these un-
wanted symptoms of courage and
wisdom.

Short-sight and immediate fa-
vours are forces of relatively high
potential and can defeat the
cfforts of wisdom and self-protec-
tion, because these have not the
heat and urgency of the former.
They walk to suicide because
some honey is provided on the
way. They go licking the honey
thinking it will last for ever.

The Swatantra Party is pledg-
ed to the guarantee of freedom
of occupation and to the protec-
tion of property in what is law-
fully acquired "and held—protec-
tion of profession and property in
general, and not protection of
profession and property for a
favoured few which is the instru-
ment of Congress power. The
Swatantra Party is pledged to
what were solemnly ~guaranteed
in the Constitution and will work
for the restoration of those gua-
rantees  where, by amendment
these have been taken away. ,

Itis a melancholy paradox that
the ruling party uses the most sinis-
ter form of competition without a
pang of conscience, while it gives
up the principle of competition
whgre it is truly beneficial to the
nation. It stands unabashed for
competition in favours, while it
thoughtlessly throws away the most
precious and the most essentia]
instrument  of good and increas.
ing production, viz., honest cmﬁ
Petition and the judgment of thj
market. The nation should re; X
a party that stands for schgrerf(:

of favours and vot
ef
titution. or the Cons.



CURRENT EVENTS

As fast as red carpets could be
unrolled in welcome, Indian for-
ces fanned out for the occupation
of Goa after the signal “Go” to
the 17th Division of our army.
“Operation Vijaya” did not extend
much beyond 24 hours on D-Day.
In subsequent political rallies,
Defence Minister Menon who had
hurried to New York to speak for
India against the criticisms of Mr.
Adlai Stevenson, and returned
after an interview, affirmed that
despite the judgment of America,
there would be no occasion for
the General Assembly to give a
verdict on the event if only for
the reason that the majority of
the Afro-Asian bloc could be
trusted to exonerate India from
any charge of infringing the UN
Charter. The Charter of San
Francisco is so elastic of definition
that all countries quote its provi-
sion as justifying their individual
conduct under indictment.

-3 - [

Mr. Stevenson accused India of
“nvasion”, but Mr. Menon tren-
chantly replied that there was no
aggression against  Portuguese
sovereignty because India had
been “aggressed” 450 years ago,
sovereignty inherently vesting in
India that is Bharat, a clarification
evoked by Pakistan’s official press-
discovery that, as a successor-
State to British authority in India,
Pakistan has a right of sharing in
the undivided inheritance left by
Great Britain in the shape of fore-
ign enclaves. The Portuguese
regime has succumbed without
‘any show of resistance or retalia-
tion, total casualties not exceed-
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ing the number involved in.a
commonplace air crash or of one-
tenth of the fatalities on Christ-

mas Day in the United States.
There was a blast of atrocity-sto-

ries prefacing the march to Goa,
which was on the pattern of a
morcha in Akali demonstrations.
We have succeeded at minimum
cost; but as we contemplate the
history of Portuguese presence
in India a couple of centuries
before the advent of Mr. Adlai Ste-
venson’s andestors in the New
World as colonists, there is a
touch of romantic justice in the
Erocesses of dormant sovereignty
eing stirred into active authority
in the west coast. The frigate
Affonso de Albuquerque has been
shelled and sunk, but the pioneer
of the seas named Affonso
de Albuquerque had in his
time been nearly lost in the
storms of the Arabjan Sea until
the pilots of the Zamorin of Cali-
cut tugged his vessel to the coast
to give the Western explorer his
first foothold in India. And today
in the strategem of Mr. Krishna
Menon, Keralites figure in the
retrieval of the loss. Mr. Krishna

Menon is a dour Malayali. The .

Military Governor, Kenneth Can-
deth, is of Kerala descent and
Lt. Colonel Cherian at the head
of the flag-hoisting brigade in
Panjim also belongs to the Mala-
bar coast. Although the incident
has been a jar to the conscience
of Mr. Adlai Stevenson, there have

been a bloc of countries pouring

congratulations on India as against
the censure of Western countries
allied to Portugal. The circum-
stance of the Soviet President
being on the spot to join the ap-
plause has highlighted perspec-
tive. As for other countries func-
tioning in different focus across
the widening spectrum, reactions
have varied according to the deg-
ree ‘of national colour. There is
no need to dwell on the protest
that the inevitable had been forc-
ed into a pre-election sensation if
only for the reason that Portu-
guese capitulation had always
been the intent, regardless of tim-
ing, External control is not going

R 1 e A S S L
=777 to be a viriant of martial law,

and it is a relief to be told that
troops are being pulled out for
strengthening frontiers where po-
tential l:ﬁerils are vastly more real;
or in the words of the Prime
Minister, the danger to India’s
integrity is far greater than a
hundred Goas put together.

L Y S

_ After a hectic week of ticket-
issue for Congress candidates by
the High Command in New Delhi
tl.le stage is sﬁt for the Patna ses:
sion where the formal i

woul.d be endorsed and tll?zullifsisﬁ
nominees finalized. The chojce of
the Prime Minister prevailed in
every contest despite professions
of detachment as one who
nqn-member of the Working Com-
;glvtittﬁ” adr]raxitt}el:d only by special

10n. Bot
the States therefg;sthe ontre and

] bee -
plaint about the dearthnorfmfvfr?(rlns
Once the Maharattas won domi.

nation in their time,

question of chauth liliz.ge ‘c?liega
e(%1 8s a matter of course; and
when the ruling party throu,gh its
qucml front in Parliament lega-
lized demand as well ag accegt
ance of funds from private sec{)o;
concerns (not  public sector)
rivalry in paying financial tribute
to the Congress war-chest was
bound to follow, especially in a
system f’f licences and quotas for
economic  aggrandisement, The
practice has become common-

lace, big sums being allot
) ted b
}l))oards of directors %s an insur):

is a

ance-precaution against vindictive -

sabotage. = Absolute power abso-
lutely corrupts.

] ] °
Absolute power can also abso-

lutely terrify. Here is a quotation
from Link without comment:

The Congress High Com-
mand has been informed that
some of the Rajasthan princes
are prepared to get their wives
and brothers to dissociate them-
selves from the Swatantra Party,
if they are assured that their
privy-purses will not be reduc-
ed. If such an undertaking is
given, some Swatantra candi-

dates may withdraw from the
elections. ‘ PJ.

oy
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The first Special Number of Swarajya
dedicated to the hallowed memory of
Sri Khasa Subba Rau, its founder editor.

The Swarajya Special Number
has been planned to give the reader
a broad and critical survey of the
progress of our country in various
spheres of our national life—social,
economical, political, and administra-
tive. The subjects that will be
covered in the Special Number
wil be varied and comprehen-
sive. There will be several articles in
the Special Number, written by
acknowledged men of eminence
in their respective spheres, eco-
nomists,  professors, industrialists,
administrators and  statesmen. All
this will provide a sumptuous
fare for the reader. In a word, the
Swarajya Special Number will be a
worthy guidance and a valuable
reference volume.

Rajaji, Sri K. M. Munshi, Dr. C. P. Ramaswamy
Aiyar, Sri Jayaprakash Narain, Acharya . B.
Kripalani, Dr. C. D. Deshmukh, Dr. A.
Lakshmanaswamy Mudaliar, Shri Sampurnanand,
Benegal Rama Rau, Sri N. Raghunatha
Aiyar, Mr. Frank Moraes, Sri K. Santhanam,
Prof. B. R. Shenoy, Shri Murarji J. Vaidya,
Prof. M. Ruthnaswamy, Sri R. K. Narayan
and many other eminent men contribute

Printed on good imitation art paper and
about 250 pages in Demy Quarto size

Price per copy Rs. 5/
75 nP. extra per_copy if sent by registered post
Please register your copy in advance
with MANAGER, SWARAIYA, KALK|

BUILDINGS, MADRAS - 10 or with your
local agent for Kalki and Swarajya
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QUEER ELECTION PROPAGANDA
By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

Many voices are speaking for
the Congress as if the party was
all things to all men. Union Minis-
ter Malaviya declared at Indore
that unless the Congress followed
a pattern of ‘aggressive socialism’
there was no future for the coun-
try. “A compromise or marriage
between capitalism and socialism
will not be conducive and will
never bring us nearer to our goal.”
This is the authentic voice of
communism which has no use for
the mixed economy which the
Congress claims as its pattern of
socialism. Unless the stand taken
by the Minister is denied by the
Congress High Command, the
suspicions of the people will be
confirmed that” the Congress is
deceiving the people about its in-
tention to adopt communism.

Another authentic communist
voice is that of Mr. Krishna
Menon, who repeated the state-
ment he made in the US that “we
. have never abjured violence
against any country when it is in
our interest”. At Lucknow he
added, “Why should we spend
half the revenues of the State on
the armed forces if not to use
them?” Even Khrushchov has not
gone so far, because he claims his
armed forces are only for defence
and retaliation. Mr. Menon’s state-
ment not only contradicts the
whole philosophy of Mahatmaji
and of the Congress but is a chal-
lenge to the UN which has
banned force as a means of arbi-
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trament of rights, If My M

‘ ghts, . Menon
1s not repudiated, he may next
advocate the use of our

. armed
g)rces even against the Indjan
overnment—which he may come

to dislike!l

At Ahmedabad, Mr, Morarji De.
sai struck a different note, He said
that the Chinese aggression wag
there because India believed that
Panch sheel protected her fron-

tiers, that the Congress
A al
face the Ghinese & o o

ing to wear the masks of other
parties were traitors whom the

h]
Congress has now discarded in
Kerala and Orissg,

_The AICC booklet for elec-
tions, on the other hand, tries to
make the people belicve what
they cannot accept. Its sixty ques-
tions and answers disclose jts own
guilty conscience, From the brief
sumimary - available to the press
the fatuous natyre of the angwéi's’
should be apparent even to the
Mmeanest intelligence, The middle
class'es, for instance, who are
admitted to be suffering  “severe
economic and social strain” are
told that every member of their
families should find employment
Just how they can do so, even if
they were so disposed, when the
Second Plan has aggravated un-
employment and the Third Plan
envisages further aggravation will
not deceive the middle clagses,

.. The ordinary man js tolq that
it is for him that we have our
schemes of development in eyer
field of life”. The ordinary map
who Pays ever-increasing * taxes
an.d prices for steel factories, ato-
mic plants, Defence installations
which are producing at more thap

~twice the world prices, will not

consider that he has been
by Planned Development. served

Other questions arise; first, if con-
gressmen are free from communa]
and group outlook. The existence
of groups in the Congress legisla-

 tures and the organization furnishes

the, answer,

.cept what he can ¢

aggression now
that communists who were begin:“

.~ which is confirm-
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ed by the disputed selections re-
cently made for the elections,
Another question g whether
socialism will end in the forfeiture
of individual liberty. It does not
appear necessary to consider the
futurg because controls, includ-
uzlg licences, have already destroy-
Sv ?dependence both in life and
or ..Further development of the
socialist pattern wij| leave  as
much independence to the indi-
vidual as he has now iy Russia
and China, wit}, no- property .c'*x-
arry in-
sclf, 'A third question 1{ \(\)/lllnyl"tlllllv
public  sector enterprises hu\'Q
pl'.oved to be incificient and
Zvasteful. Theorics cannot over-
a;)ll(rlle faits, such as the Estimates
mittnOt er  Government Com-
ces themselyeg have disclosed:
nearly all State enterprises being
ul)an(l(;ned or slowed down iﬁ
or want of sup ‘
demanc}. If the public sngtlzjglu)::;((:
pfro\}le 1t§ worth, the competition
or the private sector with it would
not have been barred., (

‘ And,'lastly, the
1ff the Congres's is aftlicted by lust
n?;yp([))vegve;. It 1sf admitted that thjg
rue of a limite d
of congressmen It tlltlfl(tl tlll::ml;u
no'd o% pPower of the party fbrlffi
{}ears Uls not exceptional, since iy,
e US parties have been  in
power for even longer periods, It
is forg(')tten, first, that Mrs. In(jim
andhi Was pulled up iy Afric;l
c(t);u ldmlz)untaining that ~ democrac
i Aem one-party rule; secondly
) : erican parties iy power
aced a real Opposition art
;J'vlule the Congress has only Eatcl)-,
ite parties with which to com ete;
thlrdl)f, that, cven now, the I()‘0 -
gress is employing every concJ(:iI\t
:;bleor?eans to prevent the comiy
inp & st;(;r;(% (l)prp(;sition parties
egislatu
many congressmei are rosz;.ﬂlilgt(;vcvl
f)ly Ctlus}t1 for power is clear from the
e‘d bt at the ten-year rule devis.
B' the Congress itsclf has been
totally ignoreq in the selection of
candidates for the elections,

question ariseg

Why does not t}

. 1e Congress tr
win the elections gress try to

with jts money

- and  power, without making the

worse 2ppear thebetﬁ?r party?

«
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THE FEATHER IN PRIME MINISTER’S CAP
By JUNIUS

NEW DELHI: Journalists in
Delhi—editors, special correspon-
dents and columnists—rushed to
the latest Press Conference held
by the Prime Minister, betwixt
the Christmas and the New Year
day, eager to have bhis comments
on the' world’s reaction ou cvents
relating to action in Goa, One
missed neither the rose-bud in the
buttonhole of his  sherwani  nor
the deep furrows in his fuce. He
was in ftine fettle—though not in
high spirits. He preferred to be
rather in a fighting mood, out of
the consciousness that he had to
fight his way back to the heights
from which he was supposed to
have fallen. The very idea that he
had to appear, as it were, at the
bar of history and to rehabilitate
himself morally on the interna-
tional plane, secemed to huart him
deeply. Yet he looked brave and
was forthright in utterance, hav-
ing come pmpun'd to tpll the
world what he thought of it all.

He could not understand the
fuss made over Goa in the West,
while in Africa the act was hailed
and in India there was country-
wide excitement. He would not
stand any sermonizing by those
who had little right to preach. Of
course in our own country Rajaji
was critical even on an issue
which had an all-party backing!
But then, he kuew, Rajuji stood
on a lone summit—on “a certain
mountain peuk by himself”. And
it was thus that the Primme Minis-
ter, with all his weight, descended
on Rajaji’s devoted head:

Nobody understands  him
nor does he understand any-
body. We need not consider
him in this connection.

It is ‘astounding’ (to usc one ot
his own favourite words) that Mr.

Nehru should rather have forgot-

ten his own earlier plight. Was he
understood? Is he now easily
understood? One may recall ghat
some years ago the New York

. Times confessed that “umderstand-

ing Prime Minister Nehr'u of
India, involves a complicated

A ¥

exercise in Yoga, beyond the com-
prehension ot most Westerners”.
Now, however, it is the United
Kingdom that does not understand
him while the United States does
or tries to do.

Half the trouble with Mr. Nehru
is that his political realism some-
times vitiates the very atmusphere
that his abstract thinking creates.
Let us for the minute leave aside
the difficult and highly compli-
cated international problems, and
take up the simpler political is-
sues nearer home. Months before
the clections, it was Mr. Nehru
who raised the issue of standards
in regard to the selection of Con-
gress candidates to the State legis-
{utures and the Lok Sabha—and
also of the need for the purge of
doubtinl  elements in the ranks.
Now everyoue in the country

ABOLISH LAND
REVENUE

-Swatantra Manifesto

knows that it was just tall talk
and that nobody at the higher
levels in the Congress cared two
hoots about the merits of a candi-
date so long as he promised to
win his seat or support the leader
of this group or that.

Asked at the Press Conference,
whether he made sure that those
who were given the party-ticket
subscribed to the economic policy
of the Congress, Mr. Nehru con-
fessed that he did not simply
know who all of them were and
could not possibly tell how they
got in! It is now common know-
ledge that Mr. Nehru left this
all, not to the Congress President
—NMr. Sanjiva Reddy is now tired
of his dummy role—nor to the
High Command (which exists
only in name) but to a ‘shadow
cabinet’ of two—his daughter,
Mrs. Indira Gandhi, and his
‘Hanuman’, Mr. Lal Bahadur
Shagtri. Mr. Nehru has perfected
the ' art of managing or manipu-

N
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Our contributors are res-
pectfully requested not to
exceed 900 words, in view of
the size of SwaRajxa,

lating things through his carefally
chosen instruments; the party-
machine is so controlled by ‘tne
art of delegation’ as to make the
Congress President a titular head
and a mere cipher,

Resenting the question if there
was any counection between ihe
fighting of clections and tne live-
ration of Goa, Mr. Nehru said that
he would rather lose a hundred
elections than do anything which
will tarnish the good name ot
India—but this aftectation is no
more than a rhetorical  flonrish!
He will rather win an “election
with the most doubtful men avail-
able than lose it by insisting on
the human quality. And it is just
the prepurcdncss to compromise
with the proclaimed ideals tor poli-
tical advantage that somctimes
shakes men’s faith in his moral
impregnability.

It is an irony that the credit
for any event that should realty
go tp him as the Prime Minister
and policy-maker is given to
others. According to one astute
political commentator, the libera-
tion of Hyderabad from the Raza-
kars was Sardar Patel’s victory,
that of Kashmir from Sheikh
Abdullaly’s clutches was Mr. Rah
Ahmed Kidwai's, and that of Goa
from the Portuguese—well, Mr.
Krishna Menon’s. But Mr. Nehra
has taken complete responsibility
for the action in Goa. That he acted
in complete collaboration with his
Defence Minister is beyond doubt.
Between the two how far the
Cabinet as such was in the pic-
ture, is the question. Not that any
Cabinet Minister will not go the
whole hog with Mr. Nehru. At a
certain seminar held weeks ago,
Mr. Morarji Desai spoke of cven
police action as something against
the tenets of Gandhism. Since the
deed was done in Goa, he has
modulated his voice in harmony
with the chorus. Nothing Jike
agreement, as nothing like action,

when there is no alternative left)
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EDUCATIONAL POLICY IN GUJARAT -
By THAKOBLAL SHRIPATRAI THAKORE

Of all the States of India the
Gujarat State is the only one that
has imposed a ban on the study
of English from standard V. The
Gujarat  State is also the - only
State that has imposed a ban on
- the adoption of any other langu-
age as the medium of instruction
in. university except the mother-
tongue, which has led to the
ruining of the prospeets of Guja-
rati youths and the advancement
of scholarship and learning in
higheer  branches of knowledge.
This is due to the political domi-
nation and interference of  the
leaders of the Gujarat Vidyapith.
It is very unfortunate that the
devout followers of  Mahatma
Gandhi have suppressed  free
thinking and free expression of
thought, making people outside
the State believe that  Gujarat
does not want English {from stand-

’ ’

ard V and that the State wants to
adopt only the mother-tongue as
the medium of instruction in the
University.

This impression is, however, not
founded on faets. As the President
of the Gujarat State Federation
qf Secondary Teachers’ Associa-
tions, 1 obtained and scnt signa-
tures of parents on a mass scale
to the concerned authorities t(;
show that 90 per cent of parents
teachers and headmasters oppm;:
ed the policy of the Government.
I have proved this up to the
hilt by sending thousands of
p‘ct§ti(ms of guardians to the
(,u]arat Government. If anyone
wants further proof, T am prepar-
eq to give it, if he is prepared to
visit with me any ward of the
City or a village where there is a
secondary school.
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But all this has not received at-
tention so far. Therefore I have
decided to start an' Educational
Campaign in Gujarat beginning
frqm .this month with a view to
bringing pressure on Government
to change its policy,

A mihority cannot,” with its
superior - political  influence, im-
pose its views on the majority; that
mav be tolerated wnder  dictat-
orship, mot in democracy.  The
Gujarat  Government has flouted
the opinion of headmasters, tea-
chers, guardiaus and world edu-
cgtim:isls by imposing its own
Vivws, As a teacher, T cannot tole-
rate this political imposition in
cducu.tinn and, therefore, 1 think
that it is my paramount duty to
challenge it, as a teacher.

This question (of English) should
be  decided by middle class
parents themselves who  are the
most allccted. A high cost of living
vrnshes  than and the  deficient
education  in English that their
wards get will add to their miser

Fheir wards cannot get jobs; the);
cannot compete with y()ung, men
and womeu of other States on a

equal  footing,  Middle claqn
parents are thus doubly hit Th.iz
is sheer injustice and,” ag 1 tea.-
cher, 1 must revolt against ‘it.

CDshall tell guardians: “Toda
it is the question of English; t‘o):
morrow another (fuestion will )cm
ap in cducation; the third dap
yet another question may corr{é
up. A dictatorship  were  now
tolerated, it will be a bad day for
cducation in Gujarat.” Dictatorsh;
in education is the greatest crimg
i democracy. No dictator in the
world has put a ban on the stud
of a language.  The pmhibitory
E)(())hc')tz] of  Gujarat s therefori
something  un
A g precedented  and
Tlns.-is the background of m
educational campaign. It js v'm;
unfortunate that in Gujarat_there
18 1o respect for opinions of edu-
cated  people.  Political domina-

~Hon in education is an ill omen

that will put democracy in danger
I 'hope parents will co~operate;‘
with me in my humble task of
developing  democratic traditions
in education in Gujarat State.

4 \
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The protest over Goa is not a
plea for Gandhiji’s non-violence,
although that may enter by asso-
ciation of ideas into the argument.
The armed nations of the .world
cannot find fault with India for
using force in her discretion on
any pr()per occasion.

If Gandhiji agreed to the
Indian forces going to defend
Kashmir against a sudden and
treacherous  attack by Pakis-
tan forces, it was because he
was told that the Governiment
of India had entered into a treaty
with the Maharaja of Jammu and
Kashmir. on his accession to the
Union, and under the terms of
that agrecment the Government
of India was bound to help Kash-
mir in her defence against aggres-
sion from outside. Gandhiji ad-
vised that non-violence could not
be decently pleaded in that con-
text and gave his opinion that the
Government of India was hound
to carry out its pr()misc to hc]p.
This has nothing to do with -the
objection to the Goa action which
is based not on any creed of non-
violence but on the accepted in-
ternational policy of abstaining
from and discouraging military
initiative for achieving national
ends, a peace policy always
upheld and vigorously advocated
by India up till the time of the
Goa action.

Mr. Nehiru says he does not un-
derstand me. I do not think he
really does not understand what |
write. What he means is that he
does not agree but that he cannot
or does not wish to give reasons.
Whether he is wrong or I am—
the question is clouded by
nationalist emotion and it is diffi-
cult to argue, even as we capnot
get a clear reflexion in a mirror
covered over with dust—yathaa
aadarso malena (aavrtah). The ad-
verse consequences have been
quick and obvious; India cannot
now with a good conscience or with
trile power intervene in the UN
when trouble is threatencd any-
where disturbing world-peace.
Her once strong voice must now

remain hushed on issues where
formerly it would have been rais-
ed with loud and effective empha-
sis. We have badly injured the
tender plant of UN authority over
the nations of the world, which
is not an institution for promoting
nationalism but one on which
it is hoped to build up
peace on carth in spite of na-
tionalism. I am not speaking in
temper but speaking for wisdom
to temper hasty emotion.

*

“Your application for sanction
for a new capital issue is being
ddlayed. Pay what we asked of
you—fifty thousand rupees—and
it will be expedited.” And it is
done accordingly.  All this dirty
work is done Dbelow and Mr.
Nehru thinks his hands are clean.
This procedure is so widespread
and so well known that he cannot
be uncognizant of it. What is the
meaning of this linking up of col-
lections for the party with orders
and permits, and quotas and sanc-
tions in the economy of the coun-
try? Must a company pay moncy
to the party in order that it may

be allowed to borrow from those -

who are willing to lend? Is the
Congress Party the complete
owner of all the wealth apd the
savings of the nation? Or is it
pretended that these two trans-
actions are independent, coming
tog\ether by sheer accident, the
one being a just and fair admi-
nistrative order, the other being
a voluntary donation given out of
faith in the programme of the

~party? This is impossible.

In parliamentary democracy,
party is totally different from the
State. But in our democracy there
is little difference maintained now
between Government and the rul-
ing party. Contributions are levied
for party funds just like taxes
for the State assessed on a
composition basis. And these
contributions are levied from
the big directors of great
companies down to the small
owner of ‘a single unit public-
carrier lorry. How can moral

R < R
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values or any kind of honesty in
public life survive this example

of misconduct in the highest.
quarters?

All these things arise out of
an excess of State-power over
the economic life of the people.
And the press, too, feels compell-
ed to take the line of the ruling
party, or at least stray not too far
from it. This diagnosis leads to
the only remedy, viz. reduction
of State-power which is what the
Swatantra Party stands for. - It is
not fair to trace all corraption to
the low standard of national cha-
racter. Much of it is greatly due
to the pattern of governance we
live under, and this should be al-
tered. The pattern of too nuich
power in the State and too many
restrictions on freedom must be
altered if we wish to restore the
moral  standards  that  prevailed
but fifty years ago.

*

“The lurking prejudice against
English as the langnage of our
former rulers is altogether mis-
placed,” writes a leading daily. Tt
is gratifying to note this healthy
turn in the mind of people who
have been mistaking suicidal des-
truction for patriotism.

“It should be in our interests to
cherish the study of English which
has become an international lan-
guage. It is truly the lingua franca
of the modern world.” No truer
words were written and no better
advice given.

Mr. H. V. Pataskar gave a
convocation address recently. He
said:  “If the States startéd
imparting  university  education
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through their respective regional
languages, the common bond
created through English will be
weakened if not snapped, and
may lead to ideological separa-
tion, ultimately resulting in disin-
tegration”. These words of a per-
"son appointed Governor of a
State, who is highly esteemed for
his pewers of correct judgment,
contain grave warning. There is
so much talk of integration. It
would be wise to avoid doing
something that will result in dis-
integration, even if we do not
succeed in discovering tonics for
integration. “Each university will
be a linguistic island and all will
suffer in the long run. Teachers
and students will not be able to
migrate from one umiversity to
another and the cause of educa-
tion will suffer for lack of a com-
mon link between universities in
different linguistic arcas.” This
from a daily paper’s editorial
brings out the evil consequences
from the purely educational point
of view. But Governor Pataskar
has pointed out the graver conse-
quence of ideological separation
and disintegration. ,

It is on the whole gratifying
that the protest raised against at-
tacks on English has gained
volume and the language chau-
vinists are losing ground. The
numerous Upper India M.As
whose eduncation present woeful
deficiencies will have their coun-
tervailing crowd in South India if
the advice of the University of
Madras is rejected and the pres-
sure of the present Government of
Madras prevails.  What  good
is it having a large number of
M.A:s just to rival the Hindi
M.A.s? The cause of education
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and national integration will both »
suffer.
* .

“He had spent a handsome,
almost magnificent allowance, and
had raised around him such a fine
crop of debts as it would be very
hard work for any man -to mow
down; for there is no plant that

grows so rapidly when once it has
taken root.”

Pendennis (Thackeray)

There are some laws that gov-
ern individual life which govern
also national affairs, although some
political scientists would wishfyll
draw distinctions between na.
tional and private economy. I have
been crying hoarse that we are
pledging India for an impossible
quantity of foreign obligations
which can be discharged only by
the production of an equivalent
quantity of exportable commodi-
ties which wou{)d also be saleable
abroad in an increasingly compe-
titive market. I do not see (and
no one, in answer to my objections,
helps me to’ see) any possibility of
production of such commodities
The inevitable end is bankruptc);
on a scale unknown in peace-time,
Meanwhile we are complicating

. our relationship with the foreign

Powers from whom we have bor-
rowed and on whose future con-
tinuous aid we have ‘built our
great Plans for future prosperity.
The whole chain is a chain of fol-
lies—and by this hangs the Plan,
Bankruptey is not irrelevant to
the picture of our destiny. India
is sought to be torn off her ancient
roots and placed atop of the lean-
ing tower of enormous unrepay-
able Debt, because it could make
a great show high up. No doubt
it makes a good show at the
height. But we should. remember
the law of gravity and how greatly
the tower leans.

*

Innocent Sri Nijalingappa has
expressed his opinion that Goa
may go either to Maharashtra or
Karnataka according to the wishes
of the people of Goa. There is a
widely prevalent notion that even
administrative issues, like what
State (or province, as it used to
be called) an "area ‘should be at-
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tached to, should. be settled like
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an international issue by a plebis-
cxt_e. This is an extens?m Efelt);lse
principle of self-determination to
which the people at Delh; (and
others too) may not agree.  Sri
Nehru has already reserved the
little _French enclave in the South
for hls_ Central administration and
rqade it a sej)arate province. He
dl.d not hand it over to the dis-
trict of South Arcot as most peo-
ple had thought was the natural
course. Similarly, now Portuguese
Goa has gone under the sway of
New Delhi. It seems Portuguese
culture and French culture are to
be m.lrsed under the care of New
Delhi as interesting features of
modern.lndia to memorialize his-
tory. Sri Nijalingappa’s suggestion
that the issye is only between
Ka.rnataka and  Maharashtra s
naive. There is a third party in-
volved, viz., New Delhi whose

_claim carries primacy.

»
Firm resolve appears to have

been reached over USA starting a:

series of nuclear blasts i

Pacific. And Russia wil] nr:)t ﬂl;i
befhmdhand and  will continge
with her poisonous explosions in
the Antarctic. The locations do
not make any difference, except to
the two countries Operating. As
far as the world’s people are con-
cerned, the atmosphere is one and
N constant motion. Whether we
are poisoned from the Arctic or
fmm the Pacific, and whether it
is Russian poison-or USA poison
makes no difference. The Ameri.
can Government instead of orga-
nzing against the Russian blasts
strong . world protest and effec.
tive resistance, appears resolveq
on doublin% the crime with
% approval, in pursuit of the
prudent planning”” of deterrence
Tl‘ll.S. so-called prudence of com.
petition in fproducing active poi-
son is far from prudent for the
world. ‘India talks of total disar.
Mament, taking, I suppose, the
tune from Russia. The more diff.
cult is not the way to deal with

the less difficult t:
ey ult task. The future

*
A five-year-old Russian boy h
declared " that the Comrr{unizi

~

1
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Party and the Soviet Government
(there is of course no distinction
between the two) were the ones
who really cared for him and not
his parcnts. Here is a picture for
aspirants to communism and State
socialism anywhere in the worl.d.
Not only God but the Family
also must go in order to reach the
paradise  of material  progress.
And it is bound to go if
we go on as we do. And
then what will  remain? A
nation of workers along with the
bullocks and mules and camels on
an cqual level!

x

A word to lovers of Sanskrit.
Sunskrit is the only language to
which all India could pay un-
qualified homage. It was the lov-
ing nurse of all the people of India
through unnumbered  centuries.
The ancient tongues of the peo-
ple in the North and the South,
in East and West freely borrowed
from it and exchanged all-India
thoughts through it. It  kept
India together in spite of every
foreign invasion, foreign urm%es,
foreign religions and foreign
cultures. But if we sought now to
make classic Sanskrit a spoken
all-India  tongue and means of
communication it would not work.
On the other hand, it may d.e-clas-
sicize and corrupt Sanskrit. It
would do incalculable harm to
Sanskrit itself. The attempt would
rob the classic language of its
character, and create an ugly new
prakrit. This would not help but,
like an ill-omened child, kill thg
mother at birth. The great heri-
tage of India, our greatest dsset,
the maatariswa of all our culture
would suffer fatal injury. Let us
keep Sanskrit whole in its proper
ped[:fstal and let the new bond of
union, English, continue to be the
uniting, integrating, modern fac-
tor and be our great window for
scientific and technological know-
ledge, while at the same time the
study of Sanskrit literature may
be encouraged greatly in order
to guard our culture, our
tradition, and our soul. It is the
classic literature of Sanskrit,
Tamil, Kannada, Telugu, etc., that

TR o T
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* will protéct our moral standards

and maintain unbroken the spiri-

tual ethos of the nation.~ ~The
classics of Sanskrit and the other
languages of India are the tree.of
life, whose subtle and curative
influence will balance and correct

tbemills which accompany the -

tasting of the fruits of the other
tree, the tree of material

knowledge.
c.A.
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THE NEW BARBARIANS
By SRIVATSA

The postscript to The Best English
by Mr. G. II. Vallins contains an. argu-
went that lies strangely in such a book.
M. Valiing asserts that  “reading (of
ljt'('l';llm'cfi.s' not so important . as we
like to pretend it is”, This is sufficiently
startling. But Mr. Vallins himself soon
realizes his temcerity and  qualifies his
statement. It s with relicf that one
finds him taking objection merely to
the reading of modern works. “Modern-
ist litcrature”, he says, “has become
a cult in which many, though for diffe-
rent reasons, are content to be shown
heantics which they cannot see.”

This is a statement which deserves
to be made with all possible emphasis.
It would  be foolish and  charlish to
speak hard words of all modern writ-
ings.  LFor, much valuable work s
being done in alimost every aspect of
study and the results laid bare in good,
intclligible prose. . For example, Mr.
Isaie Deutscher’s life of Trotsky, The
Prophet Armed, is not by any means
a model of historical literature, but at
any rate it engages the reader’s atten-
tion as much by its orderly treatment
ot the rather intractable subject as by
the inherent interest that attaches 1o

the great revolutionary. Moreover, new
vistas have been opened by fasci-
nating books on astronomy. Above all,
there remain writers belonging to the
older generation, like Sir Winston
Churchill and Sir Arthur Bryant, not
to mention Edmund Blunden, who
carry the authentic voice with them.
But the student of English letters must
be pardoned if he draws back from
much of modern belles lettres. 1t is
sutisfying to find Mr. Vallins en-
tering a caveat against that intellectual
imposture, as not a little of it may be
justly described.

Vers libre and prose which will not
submit to the shackles of grammar and
even of sense, nowadays pass muster
for “high” literature.  The principle
secems to he to astonish the Philistine.
The more startled that creature is made
to become, the greater the literature.
It is not difficult to understand why the
fathers of the literary revolt, for the
movement is now of respectable age,
should have flouted convention, Change
and movement are necessary if litera-
ture is not to stagnate. Classicism and
romanticism, and their many aspects,
have contended for the soul of Eng-
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lish literature at various times in ils
long history, and there have been many
leaders of revolts who were not mealy-
mouthed about the pillars of obnoxious
orthodoxy. When, towards the end of
last  century, a revolt arose  against
the pretty complacency of Tennyson,
that was  reflected in his  mellifluous,
too mellifluous it was thought, style it
was understandable and even to be wel-
comed.  But that revolt did not run
its course, to give place to a counter-
revolt. As it happened, the barbarities
of the Kuiser’s war, the utter destruction
of idcalism that was its greatest disser-
vice (one may compare Rupert Brooke
at its beginning with Siegfried Sassoon
at its  end), strengthened the  protest
against what was thought to be com-
fortable thought and formal expression.
It is unlikcly that the world will ever
return to the Tennysonian prettiness, for
it has started the beastliness of man in
the face and has not recovered its nerve.

If, however, the revolt has not run
its course and disappeared as had most
of its predecessors, it has become ortho-
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dox and hierophantic in its l'umi It‘s
high priests have hecome panfane ru(ln‘s,.
the sacred cows of literature. 1t l\{u:
hecome  its interest o S(.‘(‘F out ;(‘;
obscure and the uninlv]hglh_]u 1;{(,1'{4!,‘
because it is obscure and umnt(‘.ll 1{:1)9
and keeps away the great unwus..\( (‘ .
When Mr. James Joyce con'tuv‘(i ‘.l,
new language, the fuzthf‘ul are in costa-

sies.  When Mr. Ogden Nash writes
whiat he considers to be pocetry without
capital letters to begin the lines, not Fo
«peak of metre and rhyme, th.cy are in
transports of delight. There is a deli-
cious  comment to make on all  these
strange goings-on, a sentence from Mr.
Somerset Maugham, “Fools can always
he found to discover a hidden sense in

s b

them.” I, therefore, a humble and
reverent  student of English - literature
when it provided sense even when it
was being orthodox and formal should
confess today that he knows nothing of
modern writings  except  detective
novels, he should not be suspected to
be a cynic. Ie is only speaking  the
truth!
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By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

tion has been demonstrated over The learned mysteries of poli-
and over again. The constant i:)n- tical ecfonomy C?nnot maklet:e:veatl}tllé
i ion? s between ministers and their out of poverty or a

prqﬁtqblehbu§lnfzs vfxf(;fictlileh?;(:;orilt- Stl;ftf ban their partymen with laws that govern ‘human  na-
T e der v ious smoke-screens  business bosses and their agents ture. We may mystify ourselves
self e Y‘aﬂ but which must is not conducive to the develop- by the jargon of the economy of
o emonlona}l)s-rlr:l and examined ment of the best character on money in whose grip we are, but
be firm'yd isxVe;e(l straight. either side. natural laws cannot be evade% or
Calnlﬂy"dn ?)e;ing a fundamental State-capitalism will only rob overcome by any such mystifica-
onz ]ngfrl:lint has a tendency to people of t.heir savings\, anc% tion. ¢ Coliferation of

ome_dogmatic. Those wedded put them in the hands o No amount of pr i
beu)me_’ li & ill not accept the spendthrifts. We shall be sub- the burea'ucracy can make ug
fondame lirrll tw th here explained. stituting indifference for the for its inherent defects an
fund_amen ath lmlaw of human na- vigilance born of personal in- become a good enough substlltzlte
To lg.norole e la list's obstinate terest, substituting the irresponsi- for the owner or t}_le proprie oxc'i
turedls the  social bility of monopoly for the eager who takes hhlS Sftaltr sl.ltare dﬁzs
- a i i that goes with competi- ives to the ate its .

¥ welha((i; aamarzellﬁzxns ?;gttl?tos ‘t?;ﬁres;nd pxgoﬁt motive. pWe '%'he present owner-managed. eco-
oy }?l-se?h nation (and shall be adopting inexperience nomy, which we call_ capitalist, is
ot mos ’;0 ehpl y arty) and se- and  mismanagement in place not the result of intrigue or greeq
not merely tOh ‘él:da P ngxce tion- of the efficiency and careful ad- or conspiracy but has grown out
condly, If we had alo0 o e ministration associated with capi- of nature. Inventions and innova-

ally honeet, oyl b o oenon: tions show their defects when

; i influences talist control. B
withstanding all corrupt in o' may ignore the misery of o5 3B e et s

and well qualified fOtr gﬁ% taizl;d;f poor people and the middle clas- natural evolution. What the State
busmes§ T Crre ;ch w,hatever ses and levy heavy indirect taxes. should and can do is to wa.tch,
if we did not care n;l overnment, Taxes and expropriation of sav- control and -regulate, not go into
may Be the form Ocag italism to ings and other properties can  the business itself thereby depriv-
the char}ge‘ i:romouldp work to make the required capital for ing itself of its governmental
State-capitalism ¢ State-capitalism, but the question function. Once the State takes
advantage. is whether man-power and capital gver any business, the officials

i are dic- .
But instead of such a r prove fruitful in the begin to suppress fajlures and no

: d bureau- will ;
tatol;’ »dvl':ad‘hs:vc: naovgmt)o rule over hands of State officials. Free longer remember the function of
cracy, N

iti i i i i ; atch and judge
iti . All political saving going into capital has government to watc
us rzegollzl;::islza:ntﬁre or Pless of the inherent capacity to Pro-  and regulate. It is not profitable for
Ea y .

Y o
economy to State-capitalism

»

’ . -
: Is a change from capitalist
E

A new landmark on the Marina, Madras,
is the centenary building of the Madras
University. We are proud that SANKAR
BRAND cement has been exclusively used
in the construction — a brand which passes
all tests of soundness, strength and stability,
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. ir own duce much more than taxes a country of the size of India to
oo They mteﬁzooﬂk;?; o be.  and expropriations handed over to  hand over the management of pro-
good. They e ddition to being the inefficient management of Juction and trade to the State ar_ld
come cortu t'mtaad of a bureau- people who have no interest in jts officials. There will be vast mis-
greedy. An (;nsfer business ma- the business, beyond the smiles of management, and there will be no
cracy trame h oe officials whose superiors and the vista of pros-  one to control or judge, .the party
pag:lir;ililtt)’weforav managing the pective careers based on that to be controlled having itself
inc .

- affairs of prodyction an dist_ribu— al?proval. become the judge.
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SWARAJYA

“1, CLAUDIUS”
By POTHAN JOSEPH

In a democracy the bounds of
freedom are expected to broaden
down from precedent to prece-
dent, but in our country, thanks
to one-party autocracy, the bounds
of freedom keep shrinking from
precedent to precedent. Two ins-
tances could be quoted from the
proceedings of the last lame-duck
session of Parliament which met
and closed after a series of offi-
cial pronouncements on the puta-
tive success of India’s foreign
policy, which in sum has resulted
in the emergence of unfriendly
neighbours and distant kudos
according to the estimate of the
Prime Minister who has beea
greeted with cheers of welcome
in his tours abroad. At the last
sitting. of the Rajya Sabha we
witnessed the staging of a walk-
out of dissidents led by Pandit
H. N. Kunzru. A disinterested
politician  of the Gokhale tradi-
tion, he may be rated as a con-
servative upholder of parliamen-
tary practice, quite the last man
to get excited and conduct a peri-
patetic protest. The reason may
look trivial for the moment, but
there are potentialities of evil pre-
cedent when the Chair takes the
liberty of altering names and
figures pertaining to a previous
voting by members of the House.
Some congressmen, inattentive or
incapable of understanding the
purport of a previous debate, had
gone into the wrong lobby and
recorded their vote. The Deputy
Chairman re-edited the proceed-
ings on hearing of the error of
judgment on the part of honour-

The j
Nation’s
Best

*

BENGAL ELECTRICALS CO.
| MADRAS-17 — BANGALORE-3

able members strolling in the
wrong direction. (It has now
fallen to the lot of Mr.
Krishnamurthi Rao to conduct
Rajya Sabha proceedings in place
of Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, the sub-
stantive Chairman, whose time js
engrossed in  Palam  receptions,
and ceremonial functions in ho-
nour of the current wave of dis-
tinguished visitors to India—
which we are advised to take as
another  proof of India’s genius
for winning friends abroad at a
time of frontier inroads.)

If Pandit Kunzru ‘captained’ a
walk-out, it was in protest against
the tendency of Law being made
the handmaid of the Executive.
He ‘and his colleagues, remons-
trating against the growing vogue,
might concede that nothing catas-
trophic  has happened by the
presiding  officer amending the
text of proceedings, but with an
eye to the future, irrespective. of
the party in power during demo-
cratic fluctuations, he opposed the
beginnings of a pernicious in-
fringement of rules.

When speakers in the Rajya
Sabha criticized the Eleventh
Amendment to the Constitution
hustled through Parliament, the
argument was aired that in.the
Lok Sabha the innovation had
been voted without murmur
which, it appears, proved its popu-
larity. Many M.Ps during the last
sessions were camping in the
Jantar Mantar - compound in the
hope of getting ‘tickets’, and there
were symptoms of sleeping sick-
ness in the Lower House, but if
the Elders were awake, it does

not, mean that they did not pay

due respect to.the mute model
set by the “House of the People”.
There never was any mandate
from the people at large to enact
the Eleventh Amendment to the
Coustitution, a change that per-
mits the election of the President
and the Vice-President even
before the full returns of the poll
from constituencies all over India
are brought on record. Let us-not
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transparent the camouflage in the
present context; but here is the
simple fact that rights of eventu-
ally elected members are not fully
respected, because successful  in-
dividuals might be excluded from
the right of running for high dis-
tinction, whatever be the predis-
position of the ruling party to-
wards the creation of shadow-
cabinets and the secret division
of the loaves and fishes of office.
Law Minister Ashok Sen is not a
very convincing exponent in any
defence he undertakes of Gov-
ernment-cum-Congress  decisions,
whether they pertain to the Congo
expedition or the Privileges of
Parliament against encroachment.
Mr. Ashok Sen with more plausi-
bility than precision stood forth
arguing that the modification
embodied in the Eleventh Amend-
ment did not imply any departure
from the spirit of the Constitu-
tion adopted fifteen year ago. 1
such is the case advocated in ex-
tenuation  of  short-cnt  amend-
ments  suitable to the party in
power, what need is there for
any amendments at all? Is not
the spirit already there? For
example. the scope of Amend-
ment IV could prove fatal to
India’s sound economic progress
and farming security but an ad-
ventitious majority endorsed such
an arrogation of power as a mat-
ter of course, equivalent to the
publication of a Gazette of India
Extraordinary, clamping down a
subversive change. In Pakistan
also where there is military rule
the assent of Law Ministers, con-
stantly in change, is taken for
granted when  President Ayub
Khan pronounces his decrees an-
nouncing radical changes, some-
times even in the context of muni-
cipal matters. When the Eleventh
Amendment found its way to the
Rajya Sabha, many whose lips
were not sealed through the dis-
ciplinary control of the ruling
junta meeting in camera, spoke
against its introduction. Pandit
Kunzru had again in the venue of
the Upper House pointed out the
inappropriateness of driving a
coach and four through the pro-

‘isions of the Constitution which -
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top panel of the country’s govern-
ment after the principles govern-
ing the functions of the President
and the Vice-President in the
United States. Of course, there
was hardly any need for the Law
Minister to carry conviction or
even for the Chief Whip to moni-
tor the votes.

Indeed there is a subtle theory
propagated that in a country of
terrific progress frequent amend-
ments of the Constitution indicate
healthy signs of advancement. It
resembles the economic heresy
that soaring prices constitute a
healthy sign of rising productivity,
which is nonsense, when a steady
currency is indispensible for the
“Confidence-Crisis’ which gradu-
ally debilitates a country’s vitality
in a mesmeric trance. Without an
honest and stable Rupee, we shall
not take long to be in the dol-
drums. Once the Prime Minister
nods, it is the law, Constitution
or no Constitution, as in the
comedy of Gilbert and Sullivan
(Iolanthe) where the chief actor
sings in lofty cocksureness:—

The Law is the true embodiment
Of everything that is excellent.

It has no kind of fault or flaw,
And I, my Lords, embody the Law]|

SWARAJYA

ROLE OF THE STATE IN

SWATANTRA

PATTERN

By M. A. VENKATA RAO

Since the Congress Government
under the leadership of Mr,
Nehru (not content with the legi-
timate sphere of government) has
taken the whole of life for its
jurisdiction under the name of
the “socialist pattern” of society,
it is expected of any party aspir-
ing to replace it that it should
offer a rival pattern covering the
whole of society. It will not do to
say that in the name of freedom
it will leave any sphere of life
completely free without at least
taking up a definite attitude to-
wards it. So we find that the prin-
ciples defined by the Swatantra
Party cover practically all the
subjects dealt with by the Con-
gress-Nehru pattern of society—
commerce and industry, agricul-
ture, taxation, planning for deve-
lopment, education (and even re-
ligion), party morals, administra-
tive purity, monetary policy, rela-
tions between labour and capital,
government enterprise, land te-
nure, property rights, and so on.

The Paisa Tower of Nehru is a wonder, too, like the)
Leaning Tower of Pisa.

The Swatantra Party announ-
ces that it will adopt the
principle of limited government
as against the omni-competence
of the Congress Government,
leaving the maximum area of
social and individual action for in-
dividual initiative and enterprise
to make the best of.

It is natural, therefore, for cri-
tics to ask as to how the Swatan-
tra thinkers propose to reconcile
this seeming contradiction bet-
ween minimum government and
universal jurisdiction. The role of
the State in the Swatantra pattern
of society seems to be as compre-
hensive and all-inclusive as that
in the Nehru-pattern of soeiety. In
its anxiety to assure well-being,
here and now, to the present gene-
ration of citizens, the Swatantra
leaders announce that they will
adopt measures (if given power
by the franchise) to assure food,
clothing, homes, education, medi-
cine, and other necessities for all
within the means of the common
man. To maintain a stable level
of the prices of essential goods,
the Swatantra Party proposes to
control prices, wages and divi-
dends. Surely this is not a sign of
minimum government! And this
does not look like maintaining a
system of free economy either.
How is this contradiction re-
solved?

The ‘contradiction’ is the result
of a confusion in two different
uses of the word ‘minimum’. We
should realize, first of all, that
the State is not limited and can-
not be limited in its jurisdiction
in the sense of field of extension
or number of subjects it can deal
with. For there is no subject which
does not demand its intervention
when it is a question of the defence
of life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness—neither religion nor
marriage nor culture. Horizontally,
therefore, there is no ‘spatial’ limit
to the action of the State in the
area of individual and social life.
But it does not mean therefrom

(Continued on page 15)
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CURRENT EVENTS ::

Discarding all professions of
respect and affection for Rajaji, so
effusive at Madurai, Mr. Nehru in
his diatribe at the Patna Congress
lambasted the founder of the
Swatantra Party in anger (the
deadly sin he had detected in the
old veteran) and proclaimed that
it was the revolt of a gang of re-
actionaries to take the country
back to 75 years ago, when Dut-
ferin ruled the country with more
courteous language for his spee-
ches. That the P. M. singled out
the Swatantra Party to pour vials
of wrath is a tribute to the cause
of maintaining the Constitution
and it must be deemed as encou-
raging to workers however much
abuse of power is being utilized
to throw critics into disarray. Fur-
ther, when Mr. Nehru conceives
dislike for a person he falls foul
of him consumedly; and C. R. is
the latest victim of his aversion in
a fairly long list of repudiated
friendships for failure to toe the
line. The fulminations of totalita-
rian zest are provoked by the bare
I'lght claimed by people to express
dissent, instead of crying “Ave

. Caesar!”
° * o

Three days before the opening

. of the Patna Congress (of which
the . Union Cabinet Minister Jaga-

jivan Ram was the Reception

Committee Chairman), the local

Chief Minister, Mr. B. Jha

announced that all facilities gene-
rously provided by the State Gov-

" ernment for the 67th session over
‘an -area of one-hundred acres
would be available to ap_{ non-

'Congress party for a similar fix-
ture. The purpose of the statement
“was to repudiatq_tﬁc suggestion
that discrimination had been, exer-

cised by the Governmeni to the
“advantage of the ruling party.
Since the: party . knows very well
that members of the other Fftcen
‘parties . officially, scheduled, " to
figure in the elections are not’ likely
- to,make a bee-line to the Congress
_estate mapned by xgut_hful volun-
_teers, the hland invitation savours

..of magkery, Equally hollow ig the

gesture from New Delhi that the
broadcasting media allotted for
electioneering propaganda over 20
days (between January 27th and
February 16th) would be impar-
tially available for all parties, the
transmissions being split as “Cen-
tral and State, 300 minutes each,
15 minutes a day for 20 days.” In
the relay, it is apparently going to
be a “free for all” scramble under
a camouflage of equalism which
tends to make the AIR available
to all parties for beaming election
propaganda and the delivery of
“uncensored specches”. The inten-
tion is to publicize in advance that
no charge of invidious privilege
‘as such’ could be laid at the door
of the ruling party handling the
entire machine. Thanks are due
to such small mercies recorded on
paper; and the principle could be
claimed of other media of public
persuasion ranging from weighty
executive pronouncements to
cinema-documentaries on  the
quota-basis for every adult before
polling day.
o

In order to procure an anticipa-
tory certificate of fairplay, the
authorities have also proc{aimed
that ministers would henceforth
make no use of official transport
for canvassing purposes, all the
mobilized jeeps, station-vans and
loudspeakers being garaged with-
out a trickle of petrol, lest volun-
teers attempt to make use of them
for the capture of votes. Phoney
advertisements that the ruling
party has been fair and square in
: running the elections, and winning
. a majority, cannot however obs-

v cure the merit of the Swatantra
i:proposal that, for.a brief interval,
“the conditions of ‘democrady in

éregime under P,{enﬂentx,a[ rule
without any danger;eF aiv.admini-
; strative breakdavest as féported hy
¢the Defence ter-before troop-

- eMry.dnto fliig party

;wagld not, pa ¢ ”;eve’f,gjy%t"ec‘ept the
schallenge,” pteferring-“te make
ymuch the pracnceym “Britain

i?nd i}t;w,% pe&; although in
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“India should justify’a "'hthparty'
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neither of the two democracies on
which we are Constitutionally pat-
terned, there is any parallel like
legislation, on the eve of the elec-
tions, on the motion of the ruling
party by its steamrolling majority
authorizing a levy on busincss-
concerns, as against the humble
plea of all the other parties in
Parliament that such a squeeze
should not be erected by the Gov-
ernment for no apparent purpose
other than the accumulation of
funds, with innocent airs of col-
lection through volunteers to pro-
mote the advent of the ‘Welfare
State’.
& L] L]

The first stage reached by the
Sampurnanand  Sub-Committee to
recommend to the main Integra-
tion Body devised for the purpose
of emotinal unity, through the
medinm of ecducation, hoists a
pledge for school-recital periodi-
cally, and hails the idea of Jana
Gana Mana being regularly sung
by boys and girls in a row. Cere-
monial fumctions in politics  and
education have a way of becoming
hackneyed in the emotional
appeals intended. The British Par-
liament has got its chaplain as a
permanent fixture originally pro-
{fcted in the fervour of religion,

ut when the clergyman leads the
assembly, with the hoary ritnal of
solemn prayers, the membcrs pre-
sent are not sufficient to render an
audible ‘Amen’.  They take it for
granted that all would be well jf
they turn up a few minutes after
the Speaker takes his chair; and
whatever emotional integration is
possible, happens to be the capi-
tal of common goodwill upon
which the business of the day i
transacted for general profit. Cou-
pled with the proposed innovations
to edify children, there are one or
two Sunday-school precepts which
are not likely to be of a dynamic

L] L

It 'is- remarkable that with the
approach of general elections
there is a proliferation of special
committees of enquiry. For ins-

.. Stance, it has been just announced

that'in order to determine the
quality and content of educatiqn
ST ]

suitable for girls,. g+ 0
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ladies in the majority who can-
not be called experts in teaching
has been announced, nearly 20 ia
number, to report some novel
scheme  after peripatetic  excur-
sions. The basic assumption is that
women are particularly sympa-
thetic and sensitive about the
needs of girls in contrast with any
appreciation of their problem” by
“members of the opposite sex”. It
proceeds from a sentimental fal-
lacy. In the administration of
health and hospital-welfare some
faddists imagine that women
should be in the charge of mater-
nity-wards.  Actually there are
many prospective mothers in bed
who prefer attendance by men
well-versed in obstetrics. The fact
is that many Indian doctors abroad
who build up good practice
aronnd places  like Birmingham

SWARAJYA

and Liverpool are welcomed by
local patients as skilled gynaeco-
logists. The very premise upon
which the new-fangled committee
has been chosen is not particularly
sound when in these days of co-
education, school-marmish ideas
of cloistered culture have become
obsolete. Under the guidance of
men in charge of classes girls need
not apprehend any rough treat-
ment during lectures according to
proper syllabus. Nor should we
forget that there could be ogresses
donning gowns who could make
life miserable for girl-pupils. If 15
per cent of seats has not been
allotted to women-candidates . by
the High Command but only 8 per
cent, women-voters should not
entertain any fear that the Con-
gress is unmindful of the interests
of “Indian womanhood”. PJ.

COMMUNISTS PLAYING FOR POWER
By J]. M. LOBO PRABHU

The  exposition in the  Economic
Times of the Comnumist Party’s mani-
festo by Ajoy Ghosh, General Secre-
tary of the C.P.I., is not only a con-
demnation of the Congress Government
but virtually of the Communist Party as
well, as the Congress is but carrying out
the communist policies. He is right in
saying that 14 years of power has been
rarely given to any political party of any
of the newly independent countries to im-
plement its programme. He is also right
in stating that the per capita income
has risen less than in most underde-
veloped  countries; secondly, that in-
dustrial targets, as admitted in the
Third Plan, have failed in industries of
crucial importance; thirdly, that agri-
culture is precariously dependent on
the monsoons, and the food supply has
heen maintained by imports of 12 mil-
lion tons during the last three years;
fourthly, that prices have risen by
more than 80 per cent during the last
five years; and lastly, that the Second
Plan has increased unemployment.

The causcs for this failure of the
cconomy, according to him, are, first,
the imadequacy of tenancy legislation.
This legislation had the support, not
to speak of inspiration, of the Com-
munist Party. In Kerala where it was
wholly according to the ideas of the
communists, its consequences are the
worst, so many tenants becoming liable
to eviction that the Communist Party
itself is mow \engaged in agitating for

-

amendment of its own legislation! He
quotes the Chief Minister of U.P. that
ceilings on land had been anticipated
by redistribution—forgetting, first, that
this by itsef was a reduction of in-
equality, and secondly, that it makes
nonsense of his statement that great
disparity exists in agricultural incomes.

He maintains that the agricultural
worker has lost his income, which is
exactly because of the industrial policy
supported by Government in favour of
urban interests. Similarly the size and
disparity of urban incomes is a result
of Planuning through controls and mo-
nopolies, without competition to re-
duce profits and prices. Otherwise, his
condemnation of monopolies is mean-
ingless, because except the Government
itself no company or group of compa-
nies have any monopoly.

He also blames the taxation policy
of the Government, the additional
taxes being Rs. 1,025 crores in the
Second Plan and estimated at Rs. 1,710
crores in the Third Plan. What he

forgets is that this taxation arises from

the very communist programme of
‘nationalization and State enterprises,
which (he promises) the Communist
Party will complete. The simple fact
has not dawned on him that it is far
from socialism to relieve the rich of
their investment and to place it through
taxes and loans on the common people.

There is no addition of wealth in such

transfer of wealth, while there is a de-

5

finite disincentive to save on the part
of those who can do so.

Mr. Ghosh objects to foreign invest-
ments. Here, again, he is missing the
simple fact that in the absence of such
investment, the country will have to
pay for its industrialization through
forcign exchange and loans, which have
already reached their limits. He has,
however, no objection to the communist
type of investment, which so far has
been in the smallest proportion and
subject to liabilities, like the price ot
replacements  being four times the
original cost. He is also in fa-
vour of trade with communist
countries, which by his own figures take
9 per cent of our exports in return for
4 per cent of our imports, involv-
ing on our part a credit to the com-
munist countries. He demands that the
price line must be energetically held,
though how this can be done consist-
ently with his next proposal of sliding
scale of dearness allowances to neu-
tralize price increases, is not explained.

The communist economics are quite
simple because the State owns, produces
and sells everything. In a mixed eco-
nomy, even the monopolies created by
the State come under the operation of
ordinary economics. The tragedy of the
communists and the Congress has been
to ignore this position, with the result
that they have failed in their very
basic aim of reducing prices and taxes
on one hand and of increasing avail-
abilities and quality, on the other.
State enterprises and interferences have
disrupted the economy to the benefit
of a few monopolists and to the detri-
ment of the people. The State has no
doubt acquired power but since it is
not producing results, more power will
be necessary till the ultimate stage of
communism is reached. The communists
may be deceiving others and the Con-
gress may be deceiving itself, but
both are set on a road which places
their power before the interests of the
people.
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ONE OF US!

[This is the text of a specch written out by the representa-
tive of one of the Western Powers for the meeting of the UN
General Assembly called to consider India’s action in Goa but
which could not be delivered as that meeting did not come off.
By a strange accident it has fallen into mv hands and I am giving
it publicity if only to show that not all the West is against Mr.

Nehru, —M. RUTHNASWAMY]

Mr. President,

I risc to congratulate India on her
recent action in Goa by which this 400
yoars” okl possession of Portugal has
been added  to the dominion  of the
Indian  Union. A gnestion that had
embittered  the  relations between the
two countries and had exercised  the
anxious  attention of more than one
chancellery in Europe and America has
now been determined by the swift, neat-
ly-excetited and decisively  complete
action of the  Government and Army
of India. What diplomatic negotiations
had failed to do in fifteen years, mili-
tary action was able to cffect within 15
hours. It is especially gratifying to my
country and Government, and the gov-
ernments of  other Powers  occupying
the same historical position as we do,
that force has been used by India to
solve  this difficulty  which had  been
baffling Lo for fitteen long vears,

For this use of force and armed
might, to solve an international prob-
lem, has put India on a par with other
Powers that have resorted to this ins-
trument of political action. Tt has put
India into the grand, if not glorious,
company of the realistic statesmen of
history who cut the Gordian knot ot
political problems. domestic or interna-
tional, with the sword—from Alexapder
the Creat down to Hitler. It has won
for Mr. Nehrm a place in the ranks of
Realpolitiker Jike Elizabeth T of Eng-
land, Louis XIV of France, Frederick
Il of Prussia, Cavour of Italy, and Bis-
marck of Prussia. It will make him
keep  company in history with  Sir
Anthony Eden who, by his action
against Nasscr, immediately drew  the
wrath  of Mr. Nehru on his  devoted
head! He may not be able to esti-
mate, though he would now under-
stand, the degree of satisfaction  his
acts wounld have given to the last men-
tioned English statesman, tinged though
by a regret that he bad failed while
his more fortunate imitator has  suc-
coeded. It has saved the faces of the
practitioners  of gunboat  diplomacy
which; we  thought, had gone out of
fashion!

Coming from an apostle of non-vio-
lence it may inaugurate the revival of

that kind of diplomacy. It has given
faith and self-confidence to the disci-
ples of old Nick of niediaceval Florence.
Machiavelli’s  famous maxim that the
end justifics the means receives a new
lease of life and respect from  Mr.
Nehru's huzaing of it In fact, he seems
to have followed the instructions of
that political sage. “The prince,” says
Machiavelli, “must imitate the fox and
the lion—the lion camot protect him-
self from traps and the fox cannot de-
fend himself against wolves; one must
therefore be a fox to recognize traps
and a lion to ficht the wolves”. M.
Nechra has proved himself the lion who
has fought and killed the Portuguese
wolf In Goa after proving himself the
fox i the timing of his action. Mr.
Nehru should not resent this compari-
son, for The Lion and the Fox is the
very title of a biography by a learned
American Professor of Franklin Delano
Roosevedt with whom it would be an
honour to be brackcted.  Incidentally,
it may be noticed that in. domestic
government, too, Mr. Nchru had given
up the Gandhian idea of ruling by soul
force, in-times of disorder and riot, by
as readily resorting to police firing on
mohs as the British used to do.

This action against Goa would be
weleomed by statesmen given to this kind

of conduct as they could live at peace’

with their guilty consciences., Sinful men
welcome into their company the com-
ing of a saint who has fallen a victim

s

to similar temptation. He may not stay
long with them, but while he is with
them it makes them feel less sinful
than if they were all by themselves.
Sin shared by a great man who has
descended,  even for once, from  his
pinnacle of righteousness seems to
cover them with his original white-
sheet of innocence—though one corner
of it has been stained with the dirt of
sin. To us Christians especially, who
have been faithless to our Master, the
Prince of Peace and gone for centuries
in wicked pursuit of war, it is com-
forting to find Mr. Nchru turning his
back on Buddha and Gandhi. But faci-
lis Averni descensus. And may we
hope he will continue to give us this
comfort and encouragement.

Acain, he has flattered us by other
imitations of our conduct in the past.
We, Western  Powers, have almost
always taken care to be sure of suc-
cess in our adventures against other
peoples. We have taken care in such
cascs to proceed against peoples wea-
ker than ourselves. Tired of wars bet-
ween equals in Europe, we went out
of Europe only when we had equipped
ourselves  with guns and  gunpowder,
and went to war against Mexicans,
Peruvians, Indians of the west and the
east, and China and Japan which were
all cquipped only with swords and
axes, and mediaeval armour.  Prudent
not to try military conclusion with com-
munist China on the northern border,
India has set her Army, Navy and Air
Force against the small  Portuguese
army. Western critics may call India a
bully to do so making up for inaction
against the strong by action against
the weak. The “tu quoque” sneer would
sound hollow on Western lips. But
Europeans would have another com-
pensation. Mr. Nehru seems to have
succumbed to the colour-complex in in-
ternational politics. Africans and Asians
he supports always against Europeans
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and Americans. And the soft corner in
his heart for Russia comes presuma})ly
from his thinking that Russia is Asiatic.

And this action has been preceded
also, quite in the Western fashion, by
charges of provocation against the wea-
ker Power. Like the wolf against the
lamb in the fable and like Philip ql
Spain against the Netherlands, LOl'llS
the XIV against petty Protestant prin-
cipalities, Napoleon against the Papal
States, and Hitler against Poland, M.
Nehru has complained of the provoca-
tive acts of Portugal in Goa and adjoin-
ing islands. Hitler went to war with
Polund beeause Poland was contemplat-
ing acts of aggression against Germany,
and almost anticipating Mr. Krishna
Menon's argument that colonialism  is
“permanent aggression,” he had  said
that the very existence of Poland occu-
pying as it did some old German terri-
tory was an affront to Germany. And
as for Mr. Nchru's contention that Por-
tugal was practising terrorism and atro-
citics on Indian soil, did not Hitler
accuse  Czechoslovakia  of  atrocities
against the Sudetan Germans?  What
right have we, to point the finger of
scorn at Mr. Nehru? Like the accusers
of the woman caught in adultery we
wnust disperse with our heads hung down
as they did when they were called upon
to cast the first stone.
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But then you will say that Mr, Nehru
has been professing peace and peaceful
methods, even on the eve of the Goa
proceedings. Is that not hypocrisy?
But great men who are also good have
before now been accused of hypocrisy,
because their acts did not agree with
their professions. Gladstone and Dis-
raeli have been called hypocrites, , the
difference between the two being that
Disraeli knew he was one while M.
Gladstone didn’t! Mr. Nehru can right-
fully take his place by the side of
Gladstone in this respect. And he necd
not suffer in reputation by this juxta-
position.

And then finally there is one other
thing we must thank the Goa incident
for. We shall no longer have to listen
to the sermons of Mr. Nehru on peace,
the methods of peace, the moral supe-
riority of India under his leadership to
the materialistic West. Mr. Stiggins is
a comic figure with all his self-righteous-
ness. But ‘Mr. Nehru with that split

. personality of his may still be tempted

to sermonize, He has convinced himself
that his Goa action is not force but
pure non-violence—at any rate of the
synthetic sort—and he may yet speak
to us of the virtue of the peaccful ap-
proach. He may adjure the West to
give up armaments, nuclear tests, pre-
ventive wars. But we shall‘ laugh at him.
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We shall no longer listen to him with
bated breath, or with at least the
govd-humourod toleration that is duc
to a good but mistaken man. We shall
know him for the  double-standard,
double-think, double-do man that the
Goa  business has shown him to be.
And knowing him for what he is, we
shall know where he stands on any
international  question and where  we
should stand with him. We know that
he will be meither with the right nor
with the wrong but shift from right to
wrong and from wrong to right accord-
ing to the weight, colour, dimensions
ot the parties concerned.

And so, Mr. President, we  should
welcome Mr. Nehru's conquest of Goa
avenging the honour of India dragged
in the dust for centuries by the “per-
manent  aggression” of Portugal. Not
only has India’s national honour Leeu
vindicted but the political education
of Mr. Nehru has been completed. He
has been brought down from the cloud-
land of Idealisin to the strong rockland
of Realism. Cato had to be reminded
by Cicero that he was not living in the
Republic of Plato but in the sink of
Romulus. 1f Goa has taught Mr. Nehru
and India this truth we may not re-
et the passing of Goa the  Golden
from the Empire of Portugal into the
Republic of India.

The Tamilnadu (Madras State) ~.
Handloom Weavers® Co-operative

YISIT OUR NEAREST SELLING UNIT

January 13, 1962

.

i

SWARAJYA

The first Special Number of Swarajya
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tive. The subjects that will be
covered in  the Special Number
will be varied and comprcher?w
sive. There will be several articles in
the Special Number, written by
acknowledged  men of eminence
in their respective sphcres,. eco-
nomists,  professors, industrialists,
adininistrators and  statesmen. All
this will provide a sumptuous
fave for the reader. In a w?rd, the
Swarajya Special Number will be a
worthy  guidance and a valnable
reference volume.
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The papers report a great rise
of the mercury in the thermo-
meter at Patna. Judging by the
same principle as has been a(.lopt-
ed by the Election Com1n1§31oxlfr
in apportioning the A.IR time to
various parties,——-that is, the l?lg-
ger the party the greater the time
allotted,—and since the loud spea-
Ler at the Patna Congress gave
more time to the Swatant_ra Party
than to anybody or anything else,
we must infer that the S'watantra
Party has become the chief oppo-
sition and most important adver-
sary of the Congress. Mr. Nehru
spoke in his true voice at Patna.
The whole tone of his address was
one of an unquestioncd and irre-
sistible dictator fresh from the
victorious field of battle in Goa.
“If you have any doubts as to my
wisdom, ability or success, pack
up and please go out,” he ordered
his partymen who had raised some
feeble voices of doubt. The symp-
toms are clear.

Elsewhere Mr. V. K. Krishna
Menon spoke up for collectivism
as the only way to progress. His
master, spcaking at Patna, insisted
that socialism was the only means
of saving the world. In Mr;
Nehru’s  vocabulary  ‘socialism
means welfare and happiness and
vice versa. Current lexicons put
down socialism as a means con-
ceived for an end, but the Con-
gress is being led to take the
means conceived for the end, that
is, that socialism is happiness.

»

I am reminded of an interesting
character in one of Sheridan’s
plays when I read that Mr. Nehru
told his audience that the Swa-
tantra Party is indulging in anger
and abuse. One has to read any
one of Mr. Nehrus present day
spccches about the Swatantra
Party to sce who is angry as weéll
as who is abusing instead of
arguing.

%

Madras was referred to by Mr.
Nehru. Neither Madras nor I
suffer from a benighted condition.
The forms are filled in America

SWARAJYA

not to wait on the pleasure of the
Secretariat and the ruling party as
is done in Delhi and the State
secretariats. In America the State
gathers information. Here _the
ministers distribute favours.

E

“Caps, turbans and crowns,”
jibed Mr. Nehru while referring
to the Swatantra Party. The
Rajah of Ramnad is likely to
stand as Congress candidate for
the Madras Assembly seat from
Ramanathapuram constituency.
The late Raja Sir Annamalai
Chettiar of Chettinad has left
three sons, of whom Raja Muthia
Chettiar of Chettinad is the
eldest, a staunch supporter and
financier of the Madras Congress.
His vounger brother Mr. Ramana-
than Chettiar is a Congress can-
didate for the Lok Sabha from
Karur parliamentary constituency
in  Trichinopoly district. The

ABOLISH LAND
REVENUE

- Swatantra Manifesto

brothers are, of course, million-
aires and yet the Congress party-
men campaign charging the Swa-
tantra - Party as the rich man’s
party! Against Mr. Ramanathan
Chettiar mentioned above, the
Swatantra Party candidate Mr.
Ponnambala Gounder has to strug-
gle. The odds are heavy but Mr.
Ponnambala Gounder is one of
the old band of God-fearing Frec-
dom fighters and hopes to win
against the Congress and money
combined.

L 4

I have read the demagogic re-
ference of the Prime Minister (in
his Patna speech) to the Princes.
If there is any argument in his
words beyond an appeal for class
hatred, I have dealt with it al-
ready on Dec. 2. T quote here
what I wrote five weeks ago:

I have visited almost all
important centres in Rajasthan
and addressed phenomenally

11

large meetings everywhere. The

gatherings at Jodhpur, Ajmer

and Jaipur were the largest, the

one at Jaipur on November 20

being estimated to have been

attended by half a lakh of peo-
ple. Nowhere did I find any
popularity for the Congress re-
gime—I am putting it at the
mildest. The Swatantra move-
ment has spread like wildfire
and the organizational work
lags behind. This is not surpris-
ing. The members of the old
ruling class who are doing this .
duty as the natural leaders of
their people are of course being -
made the target of attacks by-
the Congress partymen and.
communists. This is an easy-
line for them to take. But the:
people, I have good reasons to-
think, are not deceived. They
know that the assistance of
their trusted old leaders to the:

Swatantra Party cannot be mo-

tivated by any ambition for

power or restoration of former

States—for that is an impossible

goal. They cannot possibly ima-

gine they can get back their
estates or their lost authority.

Their natural and proper desire

to get for the people (who had

been their original charge) a

better government is distorted

by the Congress Party into an
attempt to get back power. Had
they desired to get influential
and powerful, in their own in-
terests they should have joined
the ruling party which, barring

a few brave exceptions, the ge-

nerality of them still follow. But

of course like the story of the

Swatantra Party being a rich

man’s party, this ungrateful

libel against those who volun-
tarily acceded to Sardar Patel’s
appeal is an easy invention
calculated to deceive ignorant
people.

* .

A report in the Indian Express,
Bombay edition of 29th December
last, is interesting. The report says
that Mr. Nehru addressed the
Congress Parliamentary Party in
Delhi on December 9, when he
said that no contributions were
being accepted from companies
like Tatas which gave money tq.
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opposite parties as well or from
companies that do not accept Con-
gress policies. The report says
that, in spite of this statement of
Mr. Nehru, the cheques sent by
Tatas to the All-India Con-
gress Committee towards election
tunds have not been returned!
The report further adds that re-
newed requests for support to the
Congress electien funds had been
received by Tatas.
x

The allotment of time on the
‘AIR for political parties seems to
‘have been planned on the princi-

le of “To him who hath, more
shall be given, etc.”
*

Hypocrisy reached its climax
when political party leaders in
Madras met and ‘accepted” points
regarding the conduct of the elec-
tion campaign—the chief of which
was that there should be no ap-
peal to caste or community feel-
ings for securing votes. An exa-
mination of the pocket aide
memoire kept by the Chief Minis-
ter would show that the whole
scheme of choosing candidates
rests on caste, and the campaign
cannot be very different from the
basis of the choice of candidates.

*

The columns of the papers in
India continue to present the
case on behalf of the Goa action.
The very volume of this defence
campaign betrays a fear that there
was something wrong in the busi-
ness.

Sri Nehru is indignant that the
Goa action is thought to be an
election stunt. There was another
famous person (who is no more)
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whose habitual device was to
place himhself on the defensive, to
accuse those who oppos
obstructed him of maliI::I:a a(ra)((li “(t)cl;
pass rapidly from a tone of out-
raged innocence to the thunders
of moral indignation” (Alan Bul-
lock). These words nearly des-
cribe  Mr. Nehru’s indignation
over what is almost universally
alleged about the Goa episode
apart from the undisputed claim
of India to Goa.

That Gandhiji did not object
to the use of armed forces by the
Government of India in defence
of Kashmir is not relevant to the
use of force against the Portyu.
guese possession. What is rele-
vant Is our own past and present
attitude, in respect of the many
cases of UN' intervention in
Whl(:‘h' India may be expected to
participate. The world has a knack
of accepting a fait accompli and
talk no more about it. But what
part we shall henceforth play in
the ~world organization for pre-
venting  belligerent action and
canalizing emotion into a debate
instead of running into militar):
?ction, is now the question. There-
in our Goa action is bound to play
an unpleasant part.

x

Science is good for the human
family. There is no question about
it except this—that Science has
given the nuclear bomb, and
this has been poisoning the world
continuously ever since it came
into existence; it is the cause of
an immense waste of resources
which could be used otherwise
for the welfare of humanity; and
it has, by its terror, orphaned the
smaller nations of the world by
deterring assistance from bigger
Powers in the cause of peace and
justice. It has become a deterrent
of justice and mutual assistance
instead of being a deterrent of
war. “Science represents the
majesty of the human mind,” says
the Indian Science Congress. But
it has also brought incalculable
danger to all humanity and has
put in the hands of powerful na-
tions a weapon whicﬁ-l can effec-
tively intimidate the best minds
and the whole world into submis-
sion to wrong. International agree-

A v
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ment to clip the wings of this
evil thing has been  worked
out, but it is receding each time
we thought it was coming, Hope
seems to have become a will-o-the-
wisp.

*

A.lmost immediately after  the
Indian action on Goa appears the
Indonesian and West Irian affair.
Never before were such truculent
words hecard over issues of this
nature. The old role of India can
no longer be played by cither
MF. 1\101}()11 or Mr. Neliru. The
voice  of these illustrious peace-
makers and cease-fire  advocates
must remain hushed.  Instead,
elec.tion slogans about China and
Pakistan have reached a new high
pitch. Apart from abusive letters
according to pattern, more than
one well-meaning friend has ask-
ed why I spoke as I did over Goa,
The ‘why' is obvious. Fear of
popular misunderstanding should
not lead one to disregar§ import-
ant duty and truth. That the Goa
action  has disabled India  from
speaking up as hithertofore in the
counsels of the world against re-
sort.to force is obvious, and will
be increasingly brought to notice
as the days pass. Surely those in
India who honestly feel that an
error has been committed should
speak out, so that there may he
some room left for salvaging our
moral authority. It would be
penny-wise and pound-foolish to
suppress onc’s conviction in fear
of  popular misunderstanding,
Those who purchase peace b
suppressing their convictions wiﬁ

le repentant of a wasted life’

. *

n connection with th <
(}own of the talks bet\&?eekre?lbe
Swatantra Party and the D.M.K
in Madras, I am told some Tzl;nii
journals are attributing the break-
down‘ to disugroemcnt about
financial matters, There was not
the least reference to financial
matters. The story is a complete
fabrication to besmirch the name
of the DM.K. It is strange that
anyone should invent such a story.

c.A.
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WILL OUR RULERS LEARN?

$ir,—The following extract from the

Life of Napoleon by William Hazlitt

(volume 3, page 13) will be of interest:

Soon  after—the birth of  young
Napoleon, his father had it in con-
templation to build a superb palace
for him, nearly opposite the Pont De
Jena, to be called the Palace of the
King of Rome. The government ac-
cordingly endeavoured  to purchase
all  the louses situated upon  the
ground where it was intended to be
built. Upon this spot, there was 2
«mall house belonging to a poor Co0-
per of the name of Bonvivant, which
including  the ground on which it
stood, was not at tht highest valua-
tion worth more than a thousand
francs. The owner demanded 10,000
francs.  The matter was referred to
the Emperor, who ordered  that it
should be purchasod at that price.
When the proper persons waited npon
the cooper to conclide the bargain,
he said that, upon reflection, he could
not sell it for less than 30,000

francs.

It was referred again to Napoleon,
who directed that the sum should be
paid to him. When they came to sct-
tle the business, the man increased
his demand to 40,000 francs. The
architect  was greatly embarrassed,
and did not know how to act, or in
what manner he could again venture
to annoy the Emperor on the sub-
ject: at the same time he knew it
would be impossible to conceal the
circumstance from him.

He. therefore, addressed him again
on the subject. “This fellow,” said
Napoleon, “trifles with us; neverthe-
less, there is no help for it;  we
must pay the money”. The archi-
tect returned to the cooper, who in-
creased his price to 50,000 francs!
The Emperor was indignant when
informed of it, and said, “The man
iv a wretch, and T will not purchase
the louse at all; but it shall remain
where it is as a monwnent of my
respect for the laws™
Comment is superfluious.  The story

miclit be pondered over by our pscudo-
Napoleons.
Madras B. R. Kuyman
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MARXISM BY THE SIDE DOOR

Sir,—The Patna Congress resolution
reiterates the objective of the Congress
as being a non-sectarian, secular India.
It is to be carefully noted that it is not
secular government (ie., loukika rajya),
but secular country! This is confessing
to Marxist, materialist, Godless ideology.
It is materializing the people’s life and
not spiritualizing it, as Gandhi and
Gokhale wanted. To the extent that the
Indian heritage is permeated by spiritual
values, it is anti-Indian.

The resolution reiterates its Principle
and Poliey of Democratic  Socialism.
Now, we have to realize that it
is a self-contradictory ebjective or pat-
tern. For socialism in due course, as
it becomes all-pervading, cancels the
democratic basis with which it starts!
For socialism of the variety being in-
troduced here by Mr. Nehru, and ac-
quiesced in with singular lack of thought
by his followers, is of the Marxist variety
now incarmated in Soviet Russia and
the communist States (but for theoreti-
cal adherence to non-violence).  M.AV.

SPEAKERS OF LEGISLATURES

Sir—The question is being currently
discussed whether the present presiding
officers of legistatures, who are mem-
bers of political parties, should be re-
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elected unopposed to the legislatures
and to their offices. Though elected

on party lines, they are expected to shed

their party sympathies in the discharge
of their duties, which are more judicial
than political. Their uncontested elec-
tion is recommended on the ground
that they would no longer be obliged
to a political party, and could, there-

T e e R R
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fore, be as imparti
X partial as non- j

ges. Nevertheless, their cla B rd-
tiality does not receive ful
sgelms better, therefore, to appoint judi-
C}? o.!ﬁcers of the rank of the judges of
the high courts anq the Supreme Court
and' on the terms of such judges aq
prelirdmg_ of_Bcers of legislatures, To
make their impartiality doubly acknow-
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THE MAIDEN FROM ASSAN

“When I was a child, I tended the caule N
*“Being young, I sit at the loom ;
“Right and left, I ply my shuule;
“Comes my love and gives the call.”

sings the young maiden of Assam as she sits and
weaves'at the loom. By tradition, she knows she
cannot hope to win a husband
proficiency in weaving

by the women of India.

till she acquires
— acraft proudly sustained
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ROLE OF THE STATE
(Continued from page 3)

that socialism or Statism is right
in its claim for universal jurisdic-
tion. The Swatantra Party is cer-
tainly right in its demand for
minimum interference. The con-
tradiction is resolved if we recog-
nize that there can be two mean-
ings of limitation. In addition to
the horizontal meaning just men-
tioned in which the State can be
allowed full scope, there is also
what may be called a vertical
meaning of limitation.

The State can deal with any
subject, even the most interior of
the experiences of the individual
(as in religion and marriage and
culture) %)ut it should observe
restraints in the way in which jt
deals with them. It should limit
individual or group freedom and
action to prevent their interfer-
ence with the legitimate activity
or rights of other individuals and
groups. It should act to hinder
hindrances or remove obstructions
to the free self-expression of citi-
zens, so long as it does not come
in the way of the self-expression
of others. Frecdom being absence
of constraint from ()tlxers, the
State should maintain a system
of counter-restraints whereby a
sphere of frec unrestricted action
is reserved and assured to indivi-
duals in the pursuit of their acti-
vities.

When the Swatantra Party dec-
Jares that it will assure a suffici-
ency of food, clothing, shelter,
medicine and other essential ne-
cessitics to the common man at
prices that he can afford, it does
not mean that it will nationalize
these economic activities. It only
means that the State will provide
cncouragement to private indivi-
duals to produce these goods and
scervices abundantly, And when it
refers 1o contm{ over  prices,
and dividends to stabilize econo-
mic conditions to enable private
businessmen to plan on their own
responsibility and at their  own
risk, it only means that by suit-
able monetary and fiscal mea-
sures, the State will produce a
stream of tendency making for
stubility and stimulus to initiative.

SWARAJYA

So also the State will encourage,
by suitable grants, private edu-
cational institutions to offer the
best religious and ethical instruc-
tion.

The State will stimulate en-
hanced production of food-grains
and agricultural raw materials by
assuring the sanctity of land-pro-
perty to owners and security of
tenure to tenants, refraining from
threats of the liquidation of pri-
vate property. The State can draw
off excessive population from vil-
lage life by means of encourag-
ing small industries located in the
interior in widely separated areas.
The State will encourage banks
(co-operative or other) to cover
the countryside by their network,
by maintaining law and justice.

The development of what is call-

ed an infra-structure cousisting of
roads and bridges, credit and
educational  institutions,  warc-
houses, regulated markets, posts
and telegraphs, the provision of
reliable marliet information  and
so on, will stimulate industry and
commerce, and social mobility,
mnch more than any amount of
direct State action through an
expensive bureaucracy.

The Swatantra pattern of so-
ciety will not have the State
overgrow into a huge leviathan
stifling private initiative and en-
terprise  but will direct it into
creative channels. The modern
State from the days of the Roose-
veltian New  Deal has  learnt
much wisdom and expertise in the
art of regulation that maximises
individual and group enterprise
and efficiency without crippling
or supplanting them. The pheno-
menal recovery of West Germany
and Japan after their defeat in
war, and within ten years, are con-
vincing examples of how welfare
and prosperity could be achieved
without regimentation and Sta-
tism.

This view of State action will
reconcile  the extensive field of
State action required for progress
with its regulative function to
prevent mutual clash and exploi-
tation. What is wanted is State
leadership and not State omni-
potence.

a

APPY-ENDING FEATURE FILM

c a8 8 3 0 B S 0B B R B BB R R BERGE B B

Coughing
Relieved

My cough got so bad I could
not bear it any more. But Idid
the right thing, I went straight
to my medicine dealer for a
bottle of PEPS Throat and
Chest Tablets. As I sucked
these delicious PEPS Tablets
one by one, the relief was
wonderful.

Very soon the healing vapours
had helped to dispel germs.
Now 1 “always keep PEPS
Throat and Chest Tablets
handy.

PEPS

ROAT AND CNESY TABLEYS

for COUGNS, BRONCHITIS,
SORE THROATS sznd COLDS

FROM ALL MEDICINE DEALERS

3

@
»

€ L PULFORD (INDIA) PRIVATE tye.




DL R e
; ‘

Regd. No. M 6779 |
R S

THE ATUL PRODUCTS LTD
Atul, via, Bulsar, ]
Western Railway.

-

e ~ ]

“wme

v
—— o

Pﬁnted by R. Ananthanarayanan ‘
ed | . & . ‘ ]
- Aublications Private Led, at the Bt B, iy desivam on beha

3o 1
Th NN ST R

If .
pauk, Madras 10, Editor's Porsun poat
‘ e

I
kT T

tho ' e e . P
ClEG RGO M e

ICTEN

prof. Herberger of the M.LT.
threw serious doubts the other day
on the main creed of the ruling
party. He disturbed the faith in
the polic of State investment to
which the Congress is pledged
and  which has resulted in such
distressing and crippling taxation
and vicious circles of inefficiency
and failure at all levels. If the
immemorial and automatic checks
of individual interest at onc end.
and the market (both internal and
external) at the other end, are re-
moved and some few persons take
hold of all the strings at the State-
headquarters, hoping with over-
weening confidence to look after
and control everything, failure
and confusion must be the inevi-
table consequence.

On paper, regnlation can solve
all troubles; but the unalterable
fact remains that unless there is
available an all-knowin%, all-sce-
ing, omnipotent and self-sustain-
ing type of wisdom at the top—
almost amounting to Divine intel-
ligence and Divine power, the com-
p]icuted puzzle of human factors
which Prof. Herberger refers to
with emphasis must produce pr()\)-
lems, disappointments and fai-
Jures. Look at the grass that grows
and the tall trees that bear fruit—
they do not ‘Plaw’ at the Centre
through a commission  but they
grow and yield faultlessly and
without failure; thus may one

reach a sermon to the rul-
ing party at Delhi  about
natural  forces and automatic
checks. Not unless we release

N

(Founded by KIHASA SUBBA RAU)
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DON'T MISS THE BUS

By C. RA];\COPALACHARI

the ‘old-fashioned’ individual in-
terest and put industry under
the arbitrament—the just and un-
failing arbitrament—of the inter-
nal and external markets, can we
get human industry to attain its
full p()t(’ntialit_v. Giving up the
control born of self-interest, the
attempts to substitute it by stifl-
ing State-regulation can only lead
to failure.

A recent issue of the Hindustan
Times has the following news-
items which take us to another
aspect of the issune:

Rohtak, Jan. 10—About 500 con-
gressmen, headed by Mr. Inder Singh
Malik, a former minister of PEPSU
and  vice-president of the District
Congress Committee, Sangur, resign-
ed from the party yesterday as a
protest against the injustice done by
the Central Election Committee in
the allotment of Congress “tickets’ for
election from the Julana-Safidon con-
stituency.

Those who have resigned include
Mr. Bhim Singh, Mr. Prabhu Singh
and  Mr. Khila Ram, Presidents of
Mandal Congress  Committees of
Hath, Kalwa and Safidon respectively.
Two members of the Safidon Muni-
cipal Committee, Mr. Ude Singh and
\r. Subhas Chander Malik, are also
reported to have resigned from the
Congress.

Mr. Inder Singh Malik has joined
the Swatantra Party and has been
nominated to  contest the Julana-
Safidon scat in the Asscmbly.

L ] [} o

Raipur, Jan. 10—Mr. Bhandari
Ram, M.L.A., and 230 others have
resigned from the Congress, it was
reported from Ambikapur in Surguja
district today:

Mr. Ram was not given the Con-
aress ‘ticket” for the Ambikupur con-
stituency.

Mahant Haridas, Congress member
of the Raipur Municipal Cominittee,
Las also  tendered his
from the Congress. e has annonne-

restanation

od his decision to oppose the Conaress
candidate  for the  Vidhan Subha
from Raipur town.
& - o

Ludhiana.  Jan.  10—3Th Ar.
Shamsher  Singh, a former MILAL
has  telegraphically submitted  his
resignation  from the primary mem-
bership of the Congress. He has
been  nomivated by the Akali  Dal
to contest the Ludhiana South con-
stituency scat of the Punjab Vidhan
Sabha.”

I am quoting this not to aloat
over the internal troubles of the
ruling party. I refer to these facts
for illustrating my point that the
enormous power over the business

- community gruhhcd by the rul-

ing party, at the cost of funda-
mental freedoms, is bhound to pro-
duce these strifes and rivalrics,
and their consegiences. So much
power camot be placed in the
hands of any group of men with-
out these inevitable and unde-
sired results. The remedy is not
disciplinary or emergent  arbitra-
tion proceedings in the party, but
the s&xedding of all this unhealthy
and excessive power which does
no one any g()()d.

Leave the citizens engaged in
industry and commerce with maxi-
mum freedom to look after their
own affairs.  Leave them to he
dealt with by the internal  and
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' g:d th?hghglwill go from be to
sty

B

external market, and its inescap-
able laws, and all will be well.
Accumulation of too great power
in government run by parties leads
to this ugly scramble, strife, dis-
order and corruption. Power not
only corrupts, as Lord Acton said,
but it is also leads to internal rot.

Laws must be made by the
legislature; and policies must be
laid down by the party in office.
But the judgment as to whether
a man should be convicted under
the laws or acquitted, or who
among five should be found guilty,
should be left to the court and
not taken up by the legislature
that made the laws. The decision,
again, as to who should get a per-
mit or licence, or how much the
quota should be under the rules
and principles even as laid down
under  the  permit-licence-raj,
should be left to the judgment of
the administrative officers. It
should not be referred to the
minister concerned as is now
being done. It is this that brings
party politics where it should not
cnter.  Ministers are not and
should never be thought to be
heads of departments. But, alas,
this wrong assumption of duties is
fast becoming the convention.
Administrative decisions should
not be left to the party bosses
as is now done indirectly. It is
unconstitutional and illegal
t has led to the scram-
ble for ‘tickets’ whi'ch'we see. All
this must go, and it is only then
we shall have a pure administra-
tion and peace and Or.d er.

(o party in office will do anﬁ/-
thing to reduce the power of t] e
Government. Even if the leader
of the party in ofﬁce' sees the
wisdom of limiting this power,
the men below will not allow h}r;:
to relinquish what is rich witl
fat. And noO leader tl)ese da shrs
strong enough to withstan tle
ressure of his follOV‘./mg' The ooty
chance for the nation to Obl:am
a reform in this respect 151\&(’1 er:i
at an election, & party pi€ ge
to minimum government - an

. Jom sceks the sup-
maximum _freec

ters. If that sup-
port of the vo etli:e bus I8 missed
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At the All-India In i
Exl}ibition, Finance Minist(é;'ls;/lng!
rarji Desai remarked that those
who criticise the Government for
taking foreign aid and grants on
the present scale are motivated
by the intention of humiliatin
the Congress. Caution against im.
provident borrowing ang reliance
on alien subsidies, now promiscu-
ously sought, has been a plank of
the Swatantra Party’s policy, and
the matter can be logically argued
without ascribing any scurvy in-
tention to disgrace the rulin
party, once we consider the trends
towards future perils. The Swa-
tantra Party pleads on behalf of
land-tax abolition, not only as a
means of relief to the people but
as an Incentive to larger agricul-
tural production. The Finance
Minister has frequently spoken
about higher taxation in the bud-
gets over the coming ycars, and
it is a doctrine with ‘the ruliny
party that' in ten years Indian eco.
nomy will be self-regenerating,
By the slogan of “co-bperative
farming’ endorsed as the ‘Nagpur
resolution, planning experts Eave
predicted immense harvests cal-
culated to evolve self-sufficiency
in food and reduced dependence
on grain-supplies under Public
Law 480 in the United States.
The Community Development
schemes have * been allotted
Rs. 500 crores as ready money, a

sum which should come out of

the taxes imposed and which are
limited by the capacity of the
Finance Minister to donate funds
out of revenue. To borrow from
abroad and invest-it in the name
of sheer welfare would . involve
speculative hazard.

Mr. Krishna Menon in a post-
Goa speech at Avadi, where tanks
are being built, pointed out that
in the pursuit OF our non-align-
ment policy, India must have men
and fighting material iiigbilized
within our frontiers. On thé tur-
rent programme nearly HS.
crores are assigned for ouf milfi-
tary preparations, a sum amourit-
ing to 50 per cont of the Union

, Utiited States
against India over the Coa affair

WHY SUSPECT MALICE ? '
By POTHAN JOSEPH

budget. On the other moiety, the
civil administration must run’ and
when We realize how the Ce’ntral
}c;stablxshment in New Delhi alone
wf lE)een expanding out of shape,
o thav?;) t{) squeeze the costs out
: e balance, although part of
1t goes towards such immediatcl

non-productive outlay, like tly
(ientral Social Services. That llr(;
ts fa course of. plgnning, the sixteen

tates are clinging to the Cent

with deficit budgets is going to l;s*
clearer as days pass and the sour-
ces of fresh levy appear exhaust-
ed. The Rs. 300-crores for Defence
represents Mr. Krishna Menon's
domalq; and he has more than
once hinted that he might, in case
of need, move Parliament for sui)-
plerpentary votes. As for his dis-
cretion to spend, it remains abso-

yv

lute. The shield of national safety -

and internal security is hound to
be his natural excuse for a free
hand; and the Prime Minister has
confidence in his military acumen,
his sense of priority in Tespect of
fronher-l’)enls, and his judgment
in providing the country with fac-
tory-production of weapons at
ome. It is a favourite argument
that India pays for weapons unlike
some other Countrics opting  for
ready-made equipment from cre-
ditpr~cmmtries like America. In
strict logic the diffcrence is ir;lma-
terial as long as we get indebted
either in cash or in ﬁlnd. With'
additional taxation imposed b
the Centre it is plainly  doubtful
if we can find all we need for
domestic 'self-support out of the
one-half of the total left by the
armed forces and defence hard.
ware with Swadeshi markings, It
is in t.}ns}predicament that pa}.tieq
not blindfolded by pure assertions
g*xlve vent to cries of alarm that
(tl e country might run short of
evelopmental expenditure  as
prescribed by the planners-in-
council. Once foreign aid is di-
verted from capital progress, the
effects of defieft budgets are bound
td tise in propottion, That the
bears no grudge

f
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has been made manifest by the
announcement  that America’s in-
tentions about aid for uplift and
welfare will not be influenced by
the rcjection of belated advice. It
may be remembered that the
eleventh-hour advice tendered b
Ambassador Galbraith on behalf
of President Kennedy came after
two postponements of the march
to Goa, and subscquently Prime
Minister Nchru declared that al-
ready the point of no return had
been reached.

The Defence Minister being
more pugnacious contended that
the Portuguese, by a sudden
spurt of aggressiveness, had cho-
sen the date of “Operation
Vijaya”. Although Lisbon  threa-
tens to instal an exile-govern-
ment (of Goa) the sequel may be
left to the World Assembly. The
White House policy of aids,
grants, the service of technologi-
cal experts, peace-brigades and
large loans is not altered in offi-
cial commitment. The Forcign In-
vestment Committee of the Invest-
ment  Bankers”  Association of
America has  recommended that
American industrics increase in-
vestments abroad, despite politi-
cal risks. “The potential market

for investment is as broad as the
freec world. The existing demand
for funds is tremendous,” the
Committee said in its report to the
50th annual meeting of the Asso-

ciation.
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In spite of liberalism and cven
enlightened  sclf-interest,  there
might be a point of no rcturn in
financial and cconomic accommo-
dation. Anyway those who advise
long-term ~assessment of foreign
liabilities cannot rightly be accus-
ed by the Finance Minister that
their aim is to humiliate the Con-
gress by allusions to present im-
providence and ultimate amorti-
zation. We have copied the com-
munistic pattern of gorgeous plan-
ning without the restriction put
by Sovict statesmen on themselves,
namely, to derive capital from
within and not pass round the hat
to AID Clubs which makes a diffe-
rence. We may talk as much ns
we like about aid being available
without strings, but common-
sense bids us to learn something
out of our own Panchatantra in-
stead of being sold the pup twice
through Panch-Shila. At the mo-
ment of writing, I see a cable from
Vientiane where the three Laos
princes, half-brothers, are cavort-
ing in disorder instcad of form-
ing a coalition government to sta-
hilize Laos as a neutral country
and a shock-absorber between two
restless  regions in  South-East
Asia. Prince Boun Oum is charg-
ed with upsetting the apple-cart
regardless of the benefits of dol-
ar-aid. I quote the cable as it is
found on the front-page of the
paper in which the attempt on
President  Sukarno’s life is des-

ABOLISH LAND
REVENUE

- Swatantra Manifesto

cribed at a critical moment when
his aircraft was flying over West-
Irian like a covey of kites around
a chicken-farm.

VIENTIANE, Jan. 8.—The United
States has provisionally  suspended
cconomic aid to the rightist Laos
Government, refusing to deliver to
Vientiane authorities a cheque for
4,000,000 dollars due this month, it
was learned here on Sunday. (The
news was later confirmed in Wash-
ington.)

The move was part of American
pressure on the Government of Pre-
mier Boun Oum to induce the Lao-
tian leader to adopt a more concili-
atory attitude to the chiefs of two
other rival political  factions—Sou-
vanna Phouma’s neutralists  and
Prince  Souphannouvong’s — pro-com-
munist Pathet Lao.

The unilateral rupture by Boun
Oum of the recent three princes Vien-
tiune conference—whose aim was to
st up a national coalition govern-
ment for Laos—was known to have
bronght  about American irritation
with the premier to a new high, and
the interruption of US cconomic aid
had been (I‘onsidcred imminent since
that time.

Nations have their moods  of
frustration and  disappointment
which we should not underrate;
anyway, other nations reserve like
us rights of sovereignty and uni-
lateral action when provocations
draw masses of people on the
road of No-Return. ‘Unless we
drastically economize and make
life bearable for the people, the
ruling party holds itself open to
criticism. With half of our income
earmarked for isolated defence,
the remainder has to be found for
civil expenditure on a scale that
leaves misgivings. To play the
part of Beau Brummell on the in-
ternational stage with aid clubs
as the backdrop, has got its own
handicaps. In any case, Finance
Minister Morarji Desai was un-
Maritable when he expressed the
cuspicion that critics of indefinite
foreign aid are really moved by
nalice in order to humiliate the
Congress,
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CURRENT EVENTS : ;

The tamasha-cum-darshan as-
pect as well as the actual pande-
monium staged at Patna should
not be exaggerated, since the
three essential jobs which the
Prime Minister had in mind were
completed before worshipful de-
monstrations were started. Firstly,
a resolution was passed after
speeches, best heard in the Sub-
jects Committee forum, on the Goa
incident and its repercussions
(including Western censure), and
foretelling the early liquidation of
colonialism all over the world.
Further, there was the confirma-
tion of the Third Plan already
piloted through Parliament. And
fast, but not least, there was Pan-
dit Nehru’s cannonade against Op-
position  parties in the election
(the manitesto approved), out of
whom he picked on the Swatan-
tra Party and its founder-leader
Rajaji over whom he poured vials
of wrath as the chief of 16th cen-
tury  reactionaries.  Witticisms
about Swatantra Party being the
“helicopter party” or “jeep-party”
were aired. The Madurai grie-
vance that C. R. gave way to anger
in political controversy appeared
recersible; for  Mr. Nehru, in a
rage of ranting and canting, pro-
claimed that they (congressmen)
could not understand him, nor
C.R. grasp the view-point of the
ruling hierarchy. The other four-
tecn  partics scheduled for elec-
tion-symbols did not provoke Mr.
Nehru who indulged in a parade

~ of economic wisdom in the modern

b}

o
TN

age as illustrated by even the
United States where, it appears,
socialism is on the march and pub-
lic sectorizing progressively prac-
tised at the cost of private enter-
ise!
pnse.“ . .
Within 48 hours of the exposi-
tion of Congress socialism, Mr.
M. R. Masani issued a reply
about US economv which, item by
item, belied the claims voiced by
the Prime Minister. Mr. Masani
is of course a bete noire of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru who has the

- foible of discarding competent

ddvisers o unfamiliar subjects

who tend to contradict him and
his pet notions for indoctrinating
the masses. The late Professor
K. T. Shah who had first drawn
the outlines of a national econo-
mic pro%ra_mme, even before the
advent ot Swaraj, was a victim of
Pa.rlldit glawaharlal’s economic re-
coil; and it is nothin unprece-
dented that the factua? ex ogitions
of Mr. Masani are anatﬁema to
the Prime Ministerr who more
than once had made it clear in
Parliament that he had no time to
waste on critics like Mr. Masani
armed with irconvenient facts op-
po;ed tohhis ‘idealism’.
in - the rush towards th
High Command’s enclosure ther:
were many attempts at ado-
ration  causing anxiety to Se-
curity-men but there was hard-
ly any need for the Prime
Minister to announce that the
stampede had been pre-arranged
from a particular quarter filled by
members of a party he avoided
naming. The Fat Boy. in' Pickwick
would constantly threaten to
make revelations that would
“make the flesh creep”, but he
never specified what he had in
mind. Mr. Nehru did make the
flesh of many creep by his point-
ed allusion of a nameless party,
and newspaper-readers felt uneasy
about the story of a dagger seized
from a suspect said to be prowl-
ing on the dais. Foreign policy,
economic planning, the formaliza-
tion of the electioneering mani-
festo, and the finalized lists of
candidates were passed in omni-
bus form at Patna, all the nomi-
nal amendments being dropped
in favour of the drafts prepared
by the Prime Minister. Chairman
Jagjiwan Ram said the pandemo-
nium was proof of the popularity
of the Prime Minister and the
zest of the masses to carry out the
Congress programme.
a L) o
From January 1, the authoritics
of the Indian Railway system
have in broad outlines accepted
responsibility for the delivery of
goods booked by the public; it
means that the old form of receipts
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containing a clause cxoncerating
railways  from making good the
loss of consignments must ceasc,
At the receiving depots  of the
Great International Exhibition at
Delhi  (an inspection of  which
requires a I’ourn(-y of 36 miles at
Purana Kila) it was found that
parcels contained unexpected ma-
terial. It was alleged t{)nt a crate
purporting to carry Russian cxhi-
bits actually contained arms and
ammunition! At the other end of
Fraﬁic transactions, there was the
nstance  of a large package of
Mysore silk which, on being open-
e‘d on dc]ivcry, disclosed a con-
signment of raw fish. That the
ralways as public carriers should
be fee to disown liabilities and
groclalm that the owner  should
bear all risks in transit was some-
thing of a scandal. There was rea-
son to fear that railway officials
were hand-in-glove with gangs of
thieves substituting goods at halts
on the way or at transhipmen}
centre. The advantage of mong.
poly in the dictation of ruleg was
disturbed by the competition of
motor  trucks ready to convey
Er;ogs andlactiept responsibilit
ersonal attention o :

Now the railways have tot{:g rsr:;fe
careful about pilferage and theft
—a capital example showing that
competition improves service and

regulates vigilance in commercial
traffic.

L o o

On Mr. Dug Hammarskjoeld’s
last journcy to the Congo, Gene-
ral de Gaulle had refused him
landing-pipers for a stop-over in
Paris—an aflront peculiarly  gall-
ing in view of the mysterious tra-
gedy that finished a renowned
career. Now, U Thant hag reject-
ed the British  Government’s
.?‘loppy ivitation to visit Rhodesia
in an cffort to shrug off responsi-
bl_llty.for carrying out the UN
(hrechye to station  check-posts
for  vigilance against mercenar
adventurers reinforcing Tshombe's
Katanga army against the UN cru.
saders. External Affairs in that
dubi(.)us region constitute a res-
ponsibility of the British Govern-
ment which apparently wishes to
eat the cake and have it too. U

Thant dismissed the invidious pro+ -
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osal that he should himself visit

Rhodesia and hold talks. If the
Secretary-General — submits to
being pushed around, instead of
making his tours a matter of dis-
cretion with him, he should find
himself in the role of a carpet-
bagger; and U Thant has qertax_nly
prcsbrved the dignity of his office.
It may be recalled that Mr.
Mahomed Zafrullah  Khan, the
Pakistani dclegate to the UN s
Chairman of the Congo Advisory
Committee, so that we could infer
agreement on the subject between
India and Pakistan at a time of
mounting tension over the Kash-
mir affair.  There are diplomatic
facilities at the UN itself for dis-
cussion of proposals which,  of
course, is very different from the
imposition of orders on the Sec-
retary-General to visit any one of
the 104 member-States for clari-
fying disputes and checking clan-
destine operations against UN
undertakings.

More for the sake of extra-boost
than for any supreme nced of the
hour, Mr. Krishna Menon is being
sent to the UN in anticipation of
Pakistan reviving the  Kashmir
issuc now lying dormant. Thanks
to our recal co-alignment in dip-
lomacy, we could be dead sure of
the Soviet blocking the debate and
the reluctance of America to rouse
a hornets’ nest by involving Mr.
Adlai  Stevenson in any belliger-
ent exchanges. Mt. Menon’s the-
sis about the processes of libera-
tion is that in colonies and in ad-
vcrsely-occupiod territory, uphea-
val must frst come from within,
and at that stage there will be
development of armed forces. Pak-
jstan, or at any ratc the Khurshi-
dites of Azad Kashmir, should
now Dbe alert and active, come
what may—-an'attitude with no
future in the United Nations. We
may, nevertheless, expect fugitive
attempts on the part of Mr.
Zafrullah Khan to canvass sup-

ort by a lengthy utterance which

fr. Krishna Mcnon could excel.
In January four years ago (1957),
he had defended India’s claim to
Kashmir with the longest speech
in the UN history (7 hours and
48 minutes, and still unexhausted).
In a corresponding marathon
effort, ZafruI.Elh Khan ran far
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state their considered views.

election repartees.

SWARAJYA SPECIAL NUMBER 1962

On January 23 Swarajva will be releasing to the public a
Special Number, which being the first to be issued is appropri-
ately enough dedicated to the hallowed memory of its founder
editor Sri Khasa Subba Rau. Pen-pictures from his friends belong-
ing to different walks of life provide revealing insights of this
“gladiator” of the political arena.

The Special Number provides a delicious course of illumi-
nating articles on a variety of subjects. True to the traditions of
Swarajya, the educative role which the Press has to play in a
democracy has been kept prominently in view, and the articles
throw considerable light on the varied problems that face us.
These have been classified under different heads.

Politics and Administration, naturally occupy the pride of
place, and the problems that face our countrymen in this election
year, are analysed and presented from scholarly and practical
angles by men who are eminent and qualified to speak with autho-
rity. Subjects like the future of democracy in the world, the role
of the voter, the place of an Opposition in Parliamentary demo-
cracy, and the necessity for an efficient, clean and good admi-
nistration, receive adequate attention, as also the problem of emo-
tional integration and our controversial foreign policy.

In the section devoted to Planning and its problems, there
is an authoritative explanation of what exactly are the elements in
the Plan to which the Swatantra Party objects. The objectives
and priorities are questioned from a constructive angle, while
the incidence of our national debt is analysed including its fore-
ign exchange aspect. The plight of the rural sector of our eco-
nomy does not escape attention and landholders of vast experience

The obstructionist role which the State Trading Cor-
poration plays in our national economy is forcibly brought out
while the problems of management in the public and private
sectors are discussed with understanding and sympathy.

Education, being the basis for the efficient functioning of
any democracy, much more so in a nascent democracy like India,
is authoritatively dealt with by renowned educationists.

There are pointed surveys of the Sugar, Tea, Coffee and the
Shipping industries by men who are entitled to speak from per-
sonal knowledge, and they do so with vigour.

Apart from the scintillating wit and satire that glow in these
otherwise serious articles, diversion for the reader is provided by
short skits by well known novelists, besides a collection of brilliant

The Special Number all in all promises to be something
out of the ordinary, and-will prove to be a worthy possession
for the literate who has an avidity for political education and
enlfghtenment. The artistic excellence of the Special Number will
provide as rich a feast to the eye as its contents do to the mind.

behind. Still there is the prospect
of timely lustre that might be
gained by the Defence Minister’s
presence in the World Assembly.
In the preparation of election-
posters in Bombay, before Goa
action, there were broadsheets to
the effect that “a vote in favour
of Acharya Kripalani is a vote in

favour of Salazar”. It happens
that the Independent cam?idate
contesting in North Bombay has
no more interest in the success of
the Portuguese dictator than the
man-in-the-moon.  Nevertheless,
Congress canvassers are not averse
to capitalize on the Goa glamour
in favour of Nehru’s candidate.-P J.
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INTEGRATION AND ADULT FRANCHISE i\
By BHIKKU :

Insaf’ recounts in the Indian Express
(of the 22ud December last) a state-
ment of an election expert of the Con-
gress concerning its prospects in the
elections, thus: “Qur greatest asset is
the ignorance of the electorate. It is the
intelligentsia that is dissatisfied but it
is confined to urban and semi-urban
areas. We have a mighty electoral ma-
chine. We are officially spending two
crores .on elections. No other party has
the same resources in money and man-
power”. The expert is to be commend-
ed for his' candour. The sieving of
legislators and rulers by electoral
methods as copied in our land from
Western countries is unsavoury in many
of its aspects. Apart from cost and cor-
ruption, it is also in great part a pup-
pet show in which the papier-mache
doll, glistening in tinsel, struts smack-
ing its chest with its hand and ventri-
loquially sqeaks out: “I am Desing
Raja, hero king of Gingee, and this is
my lightning steed, Parasari”. It ra-
tionalizes and calls for a strutting, and
a brazen self-adulation, alongside an
explicit or overt belittling of the oppo-
nent that is repngnant to the sensitive
who may, however, be well qualified
to represent the people in other res-
pects,

An adult-franchised democracy which
weighs worth by the quantity of votes,
and not by their quality, emphasizes
stridency of voice and toughness of
fibre rather than farsightedness or abi-
lities. Even so, the election expert’s
forthright listing of Congress assets, the
ignorance of the masses, the potency
of money as a solvent of opposition,
and the greased efficiency of its elective
machinery and man-power is so far out-
side the conventional euphemisms con-
cerning principles and manifestos that
it surprises by its bluntness. No one
will berate the Congress with precon-
ceived machiavellianism when it found-
ed its Constitution on adult franchise.
It just wanted to be in the vanguard,
shou'der to shoulder, with the mature
nations of the West in the naivete of
a school boy saying ‘Me too’, ignoring
the fact that those nations advanced
to it, step by slow step, through at
least a century of progression. But ap-
parently the Congress has since dis-
covered that it was wiser than it knew,
-in that it could mould these vast num-
bers of physiological material, condi-
tioned largely by elementary reflexes, to
perpetuéte its own power through

" many ‘Plan’ periods. For such hegemony,

Congress’s slogans about ‘socialism’ and

s
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‘egalitarianism’ are priceless, for they
are flery stimulants poured into empty
stomachs, The plasticity of ignorancs,
however, cannot be barbwired around,
only to heed the official dicta of the
Congress. It is equally triggerable by
inborn emotional biases of religion and
language and the danger therein to
the State in its entirety, irrespective of
who rules it, is far greater than its
ephemeral benefit ta the party in
power.

Actually, when the British left, there
was a high degree of unity in the
country, which was only partly explain-
able by joint antipathy to alien rule.
There was a common dedication to the
English language as a prized vehicle of
education and as a pivot for inter-com-
munication amidst a babel of tongues,
An unappreciated, because unpremedi-
tated, integrating element that accrued
through historical processes of British
rule was that administrative boundaries
cut across alignments of languages and
cultural patterns, and this helped
greatly to erode exclusiveness in the
day-to-day human intercourse. And
finally there was the very important
factor: Gandhiji's power of synthesis
through evocation of an unworldly emo-
tivity transcending religious schisms.
This ferment that brewed an amalga-
mation of hearts was on a plane totally
out of reach to the market politicians.
The best that these could do was (o
denominate the State as ‘secular’, giv-
ing the term an annotation exceeding
its ordinary content—equal regard to
all religions. In actual practice, how-
ever, it degenerated to its sterile seman-
tic limits,” namely, an equal indiffe-
rence to -all religions. Political' leaders
including our Prime Minister, so gar-
rulous on all conceivable subjects, step
on the religious field gingerly as
though it is strewn with pins and need-
les—an encumbrance at best, irrelevant
to the business of governance.

This denigration of the pattern of
time-honoured ideologies that linked
social conduct and customary decencies
with religious backgrounds, even if these
consisted only of rags and tags of
legends, left the ignorant people adrift
in a moral lacuna which came to ignore
any principle save self-aggrandisement
as motivators of human affairs. The
power of the vote with which this
desert drift coincided was a ready pabu-
lum for political adventurism to play
upon through pander to  subliminal
prejudices and hatreds. Riding the tiger

has this disadvantage, that you cannot.

7-‘

get off when you want to. Little pro-
fitable trickles for immediate personal
advantages pressed secretively out of
linguism and caste-ism, multiplying to
thousands, swell into streams that can-
not be stemmed by ineptitudes about
Integration and unity-in-diversity from
belatedly awakened national solicitude,
Such talk is so widely unrelated to rea-
lities that the papers give the report
of the Committee fqr Integration on
one side and on the other speak of
communal imbalances in the selection of
candidates and of the Yadava confe-
rence’s appeal for classification in’ the
list of ‘most backward communities’. [s
it a village of language ‘X’ majority of
51 per cent within the borders of pro-
vince ‘Y’? Then militant student mar-
ches, placards ‘down-ing’ personalities,
and processions, and burnings of efligies,
get galvanized into action in the pro-
vince ‘X’. Is it a river that flows waste
into the sea? No, not a drop will be
allowed to the parched opposite side
until ‘We’ have exhausted all its milli-
neal possibilities. Is it a river that flows
through two or more provinces? There
is a fight as of street dogs over a
plantain leaf of food leavings. Is it a
Brahmin that wants a job or admission
into a college? Show him the quickest
way to the door.

Our Prime Minister stands by him-
self dazed by the explosive chemicals
that he has put together, still unaware
of the tragedy of a bookish rationalism
unilluminated by intuition or wisdom.
He still counts on the glistening ram-
parts of the New Jerusalem of Bakra-
Nangals and Bhilais to magnetize the
outlook and muscle-power of the snari-
ing multitudes away from their petty
bones of contention. The destruction of
faith in an idol is not difficult but the
building of a living new faith needs a
Seer with an insight into the rightness
of time, occasion and pace—not a ma-
terial rationalist. Without such a Karma
Yogin the paper democracy of ours will
be another of those galleons that sailed
towards a shining horizon and were not
heard of afterwards.

RAM MOHAN
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 Vanaspati
- Improves Our Diet

NUTRITIONISTS advise that our daily food must contain
at least 2 oz. of fat because it’s vital to good health. But
our country’s production of traditional fats—ghee and certain
vegetable oils—can supply us only } oz. per person per day!

" Qur traditional fats are not only in
short supply but also rather expen-
sive. Millions of our people have
therefore been subsisting on fat-poor
diets to the detriment of their health
and vitality.

How can our fat supply be increas-
ed? The only practicable way is to
grow more groundnuts, as they yield
maximum oil per acre, and to draw
on our ample resources of cotton-
seed —and convert their oils by

hydrogenation irto an acceptable
semi-solid food-fat, vanaspati. The
manufacture of vanaspati helps to
increase the amount of food-fat
available per person from our limited
cultivable land.

Worldwide use
of vanaspati
Most advanced countries have found

their traditional food-fat supplies to
be progressively inadequate. The

Annual Food-Fat Intake (Ibs. Per Head) In 1959

COUNTRY FATS FATS TOTAL
(Butter, ghee, etc.) (Shortening,
margarine, etc.)
Canada 18.1 8.7 26.8
Denmark® 23.6 41.4 65
Finland 324 14.6 47
France 22.5 . : 5.3 27.8
INDIA 9.8 1.7 1.5
Netherlands* 9 4.8 53.8
Norway 84 53.1 61.5
United Kingdom* 18.5 19.9 8.4
United States* 8 20.6 28.6
West Germany* 17.2 . 274 4.3

¥
Even the butter-rich countries (*) consume more vanaspati-like Jats than butter
And, like these consumers of hydrogenated fats in other countries, millions in
India rely on vanaspati—the pure, nuiritious, inexpensive food-far— 1o improve

their diets nutritionally.

For more information, please write to:

The Vanaspati Manufacturers' Association of India,India House,

shortage has been met invariably by
hydrogenating edible oils to produce
large quantities of vanaspati-like fats
known variously as shortening, vege-
table ghee and margarine.

How the people in most advanced
countries with high health and living
standards ensure an adequate intake
of fats by consuming both vanaspati-
like fats and traditional fats is seen
from the table below. .

Vanaspati-like
fats are used
throughout the world

C ] Countries using
vanaspati-like fats

Albania Algeria Argentina Australasia
Austria Belgium Brazil British East Africa
Bulgaria Burma Canada Central African
Federation  Czechoslovakia ~ Denmark
Ethiopia Finland France B:& W, Germany
Greece Hungary India Iran lraq Ireland
Israel Italy Japan Libya Malaya Mexico
Moxrocco Netherlands Nigeria Norway
Pakistan  Poland Poftugal Rumania
Saudi Arabia Sweden Switzerland
Turkey Union of South Africa U.S.SR.
UAR. UK. USA Yemen Yugoslavia

Fort Street, Bombay

[ i
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Before the ink was dry with
which the non-violent, non-caste
code of electioneering conduct iu
Madras was signed by the con-
testing  parties, the well-}mown
protagonist of mass violence
against Brahmins in the South,
Mr. E. V. Ramaswami Naicker,
who is guide, philosopher, friend
and now chief campaigner for
the Madras Congress, has appeal-
ed to communal feeling, calling
upon Brahmin voters to remain
within doors on polling day and
not to come out to vote. If I had
asked any group, or all generally,
not to come out, it would have
been taken as a call for non-co-
operation and boycott of the polls,
as a protest against the ruling
party’s money-m1d-ofﬁce-po.w(:r
which has robbed the elections
of freedom. In the light of Mr.
Ramaswami Naicker’s previous
speeches and  writings, which
embodied an unbroken campaign
of intimidation agawnst Brahmins,
their sikha and their holy-thread
and their tilak marks, his present
appeal has only one meaning for
the people referred to, viz., that
their physical safety would best
be sa}e’rguarded if they abstained
from exercising their franchise
and avoided insults and annoy-
ances from Periar’s followers. In
spite of the abundant tears Mr.
Naicker sheds over the future of
Brahmins in the South, the trend
of his statement is to make voting
an adventure of courage and dar-
ing for Brahmin men and women.
Mr. Ramaswami Naicker may be
shouting Jai Hind now instead 'of
anti-Brahmin slogans, but the in-
tent and purpose are the same.

X

- Jakarta moves. “Despite serious,

threatening economic difficulties
within the country,” Dr. Suban-
drio is confident Indonesia will
succeed in taking over West Irian.
Provisional Indonesian Govern-
ment offices have been set up at
Macassar. Six Indonesian Air Force
regional commands have been
created which will “provide suffi-
cient capability for the liberation of

jan”. We are told also that

communist Chinese leaders in a
message to Sukarno have pledged
all-out support for his West Irian
claim. “We are fed up,” says
Sukarno. “Diplomats have advised
me to negotiate but I believe only
force brings about results. Our
patience is exhausted.” The moral

influence of Delhi spreads rapidly!

The next question is when the
organization known as the United
Nations will declare itself no
more able to promote peace and
world-law and go into the limbo
of oblivion—where lies President
Wilson’s League of Nations. Per-
haps not capital sentence, but a
kind of imprisonment for life may
be meted out to the UN. It may
continue to exist, to exemplify a
state of living death!

*

I have been complaining about
the interference of party bosses,
big and small, in the administra-
tion and the executive business of
the State. Some people not in the
know have perhaps been thinking
that my complaint is exaggerated.
And some, new to demo-
cracy, may be wondering what
use is it to a party to get a ma-
jority and be in office, if party-
men are to be prevented from
exercising such inflyence.

An order of the Andhra Gov-
ernment answers these doubts, It
has decided, says a Hyderabad
report appearing in the Hindu,
that “all ministers should ‘sternly’
discourage legislators, parliamen-
tarians and public workers from
taking any interest in transfers
or promotions of government
servants, and that where such an
interest is due to the government
servant himself, suitable discipli-
nary action should be taken
against the official concerned”. If
one smells Amrutanjan or eucalyp-
tus oil, one may be sure there is
a cold and a headache, to allay
which the medicament has been
used. Just before -the elections
apparently the Andhra Govern-
ment has found the interference
malady getting bad. The instruc-
tion to ministers is a polite way of

9
indicating that the ministers them-
selves are doing it. The cats are

asked to see that nobody steals
the cream in the pantry!

There are nearly a million per-
sons in Ceylon who are orphaned
of both their mother-country and
their adopted State. For months
past there has been the threat of
a ‘National Register’ to put these
tens of thousands of families in
legalized Statelessness. The peo-
ple of Ceylon who pride them-
selves on their allegiance to Great
Buddha should remember that the
glory of Buddha and Buddhism
is the sensitiveness of the heart to
wrong and cruelty. If men are
determined to be cruel they really
denounce Buddha, and no amount
of ceremonial conformity can save
the disloyalty.

*

The Congress has spread among
all opponent parties a dread of
the power of its money. “How
can we possibly stand up against
this terrible opponent,” asks every
one. I wish to tell people that we
exaggerate the importance of
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SWARAJYA

RABINDRANATH’S MANY -SIDED GENIUS

TAGORE, A MASTER SPIRIT
By K. Chandrasekharan

Triveni Publishers, Masulipatam
Price: Rs. 3.

Count Hermann Keyserling declaved
that the importance of Rabindranath
Tagore’s message rests entirely on the
imer meaning of the old truths which
he re-states. He adds that Tagore’s con-
sciousness i3 rooted in a deeper level
of existence and thus he can give ex-
pression to the working of deeper for-
ces. Reviewing Tagore’s  autobiogra-
phy, this penetrating German critic also
asserted that he was a truly ecumeni-
cal (unmiversal) man.

Mr. K. Chandrasekharan who has,
in picturesque and arresting Tamil,
already published a brochure on Ta-
gore’s life and poetry, has now written
on Tagore as a Master Spirit, The au-
thor is a distinguished man of letters,
a well-known writer in three languages
and a connoisseur of many varieties
of art, including music and the dance.
Above all, he has distinguished him-
self as a truly comprehending and sen-
sitive biographer.

money. Times and manners have
changed. Men may take bribes
but men are no longer faithful.
They have learnt to cheat those
who have given them money and to

whom they have made promises. -

Let us ignore the money business.
Let us be confident of our cause.
Let us “pull the old woman out
of our hearts” as Perseus (quoted
by Addision as a motto to one of
his papers) wrote in Latin.

*

Mr. John Nuveen, who has
had wide experience in the admi-
nistration of American economic
aid, writing in the Progressive
(Madison, Wisconsin) about the
“Myth of N on-interference” says:

There is no way in which we can,

help a nation through aid, trade, or
investment that will not to a greater
or lesser degree result in in@erference
in its internal affairs. Most dictato-
rial governments maintain themselves
in power by suppressing self-deter-
mination of the people. {Qur expe-

rience in Grecce made it) clear that’

once we decided to help a nation,
whether by economic aid, or a fa-
“vourable trade treaty, or even
through private investment, we were
unavoidably interfering to support
- the ‘goyernment in power, which .al-
- ways interpretgd any . outside assist-

s endarsgmentof its Tegime.

R e

This little volume traces the growth
and culmination of Tagore’s genius,
analyses the poet’s world and mind, and
deals specially with his achievement ag
a short story writer, a dramatist, a dis-
cerning lover and delineator of child~
hood in all its manifestions, and as a
practical leader. At the outset, Tagore’s
mysticism is expounded as his consci-
ousness of God behind all things in
the world. Citing a line of Tagore,
“My heart, a pebbled bed was hiding a
foolish stream”, the author remarks that
the world does not heed the murmurs
of such streams hidden in everybody’s
heart. The symbolism which co-exists
with  the power of suggestiveness is
actually described as leading to Rasa
Dhvani, “the enjoyment of aesthetic
suggestion.” Describing the slow ap-
preciation of Tagore’s genius, Chandra-
sekharan quotes the poet:  “I was
waiting  for tomorrow and keeping
silent”. Alluding to the description of
& poet as a Kranta-Darst or one of the
far-reaching sight, the author refers to
the Crescent Moon as a fulfilling pic-
ture of the child mind and of love’s

‘Nuveen’s

This is very true not only about
the countries referred to jn Mr.
drticle; - but 5&’6 in
India. The Congress Party pre-
sents to the electorate a story of
achievement which in reality is
based on American and other as-
sistance and which- legitimately
belongs to no one party as its own
special achievement. It is seeking
to defeat parties pledged to eco”
nomic freedom: as ‘against State-
socialism by throwing on the
screen a brilliant picture of per-
formance which is not its but
American performance. "~ -

x

The Chief Minister of Andhra
disclosed in the Andhra Assem-
bly that donations aggregating to
Rs. 1,30,500 were made during
the period 1956 to 1959 by certain
Government-owned, companies to
the State Congress Party. What
will not people do who dare to do
this kind of thing which any tyro
in administration or politfcs would
consider an impossible. feat of mis-
appropriation? :

R o i
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manifestation, as a measure of fulfil-
ment.

Rabindranath’s short stories, and
especially his Hungry Stones, are rea-
lized as transcending mere conformity
with convention and as a masterpiece
of portraiture, It is, however, in deal-
ing with Tagore's Chitra that the au-
thor excels himself. Chitra being essen-
tially a study of the futility of com-
monplace  human responses is  truly
one of the most original of concep-
tions. In this respect, Tagore has trd:
velled  far beyond the epic  original,
Chandrasekharan rightly analyses Chitra
as embodying the endeavour to clasp
something that can  last longer than
pleasure, that can endure even through
suffering.

A study of Rabindranath and Gan-
dhiji (the Mahakavi and the Mahatma)
correctly stresses their unity amidst the
obvious and seeming divergences in
their outlook. As the author comments,

both  possessed the same intrinsic
values of life.

The best essay in this volume is
assuredly the comparative study of
Kalidasa and Tagore. According to
Chandrasekharan, both of them were
inspired alike by their love of huma-
nity, love of Ged and of Nature; and
Kumarasambhava is aptly described as
the. poem of paradise regained. One.
sentence from this essay is worth quot-
ing: “To Tagore, the idea of a heaven
withont humanity in the core of
the heart has no attraction”. Tagore
makes the three Divinities, Kartikeya,
Indra and Brihaspati meet in council to
concert measutes to regain the “lost en-
thusiasm of heaven.”

-~

The message of Peace outlined by
Tagore, which forms the subject of a
separate chapter, portrays the perpetual
conflict that. constantly arises in men’s
souls as between constructive action
which, at the best of times, can never
be a complete fulfilment, and the pur-
suit of the ideal in art which can be
both self-determining and self-fulfilling.
Tagore once stated that “the East with
its ideals in whose bosom are stored
the ages of sunlight and silence of

_ stars can patiently wait till the West,
" hurrying  after the expedient, loses
breath and stops”. In the Sadhana and
elsewhere,
theme and the world of today is he-
«_ ginning to realize that the achievements
~of Science lead to a question mark, and
.. that poetry and the arts can alone lead
to a full stop——implying consummation..
Both by his descriptive power and his.
psychological acumen, Chandrasekharan,
bas laid the public under a debt of
g'rﬂﬁtud& . Tty .

-
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PROPAGANDA FOR PLANS

India and the West published
by Messrs. Hamish Hamilton of Lon-
don in England at 18sh. has been re-
issued by the Publications Division of
the Government of India at Rs. 2. The
writer, Miss Barbara ‘Ward, says in her
preface that the Indian Planning Com-
mission and the Indian Commissioner
General for Economic Affairs gave her
“unstinting assistance”. All this means
a heavy subsidy for securing support
for the Planning Commission.

The working of the Publications
Division of the Government of India
doesn’t, so far as we can see from its
recent adventures in the ficld of book
publishing and journal publishing, seem

- to conform to any recognized standards

of government publicity. This branch
of the Government of India has pub-
lished a novel (Binodini). It has published
collections of speeches of the Prime Mi-
nister, the President and the Vice-Presi-
dent. We feel that these adventures
constitute an  altogether undesirable
and unhealthy departure from  sound

practice in these matters. No democra-
tic country has used official agency for
the publication of speeches and pre-
faces by ministers and official figure-
heads, of course barring Russia.

It is to be noted that this department
has brought out a new edition of a book
by the late M. G. Ranade on the Rise of
the Maharattas. As an act of national
piety to the late M. G. Ranade, this is a
rather dubious business altogether. It
shows Ranade as full of a most unheal-
thy parochial Maharashtrianisin. The His-
tory of the Freedom Movement, which
it has brought out, is a monument of
misapplied scholarship. Some one ought
surely to look into the working of a
department which has such a record of
misguided activity to its credit.

Miss Ward’s book purports to be a
sincere appeal to Western nations to
co-operate in giving massive financial
aid to India to ensure the success of
the Third Five Year Plan.

The Plan, which the book seeks
to boost, is the plan of the' party

11

in power today at the Centre and
is very definitely a part of the Congress
Election ‘Platiorm’. The objectives and
methods of the Plan are party objec-
tives. That a book boosting these party
objectives with all their extravagances
and misjudgments of projects and prio-
rities, and calling for foreign aid there-
for, should be published at the expense
of the tax-payer is an instance of the
dangerous, persistent trend in  Indian
democracy of failing to keep the party
apart from the administration,

It is fairly clear that  Miss Ward
knows very little of the effects of the
Congress Government’s  carlier adven-
tures in Planning on the Indian economy.
That the first two Plans have generated a
terrible spiral of inflation is the small-
est part of the damage they have done.
That they leave the rich business pat-
rons of the Congress richer and the
poor masses of the country poorer than
ever before, though very important
in itself, is not the worst aspect of it all.
The Plans represent milestones on the
road to serfdom. We are clearly being
dragooned inte the Moscow way to the
dictatorship of the Secrctariat, —S
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SWARAILA

A RED HERRING
By K. VEDAMURTHY

Mr. C. Rajagopalachari has called
upon the people of India to vote against
the Congress in the 1962 elections.
Congressmen argue that as no other
party is yet in a position to contest and
win a majority of seats either in the
Lok Sabha or in the State legislatures,
voting against the Congress in the com-
ing elections will lead to an unstable
{coalition) government in India. So
they urge even those people who dis-
approve of Congress policies and pro-
grammes to vote for the Congress in
the interests of law and order at least.
But we would like to know how long
the Congress can maintain law  and
order when even every third congress-
man (not to speak of millions of ordi-
nary citizens) is gétting dissatisfied with
the worsening conditions. What will be
the remedy if the mounting discontent
of the masses suddenly erupts into a
revolution?

Is a coalition government such a
bad thing as to be dreaded of and
avoided at any cost? A coalition gov-
ernment that may be formed by the
parties now opposed to the Congress

will have for its Opposition the Con-
gress Party led by Mr. Nehru. The
fear that the Congress in  Opposi-
tion may supplant it any time is in
itself sufficient to kecp such a coalition
government straight, and make for sta-
bility. In fact the Congress in Oppo-
sition will best demonstratc the need
and utility of a_ strong Opposition
party for the proper cffcctive function-
ing of parliamentary democracy.

The last two general elections have
made the masses of India realize the
significance and valuc of their fran-
chise—that is, something of their own
status as citizens of a democratic repub-
lic. But they are yet to realize another
ingredient  of democratic  principle,
namely, that governments can also he
changed at their will. Only when their
‘rower” for altering the complexion and
composition of the ruling party is
brought home can they become full-
fledged citizens of a democratic country.
A change in government now will,
therefore, go a long way in making the
people realize the meaning of the demo-
cratic  way of governance. For one

o lanuary 20, 1962

thing, communists can never gain a
strong foothold in India openly by con-
testing the elections. So voting against
the  Congress in 1962 elections  will
only result in the coming to power of
a non-Congress government, If a coa-
lition government replaces the Congress,
it will mean vespite for the people from
Congress rule for some time. There will
be no breakdown of the administration
if the people return no single party
with absolute majority.  When people
do feel the need for a change in gov-
crnment, it is wrong to frighten them
with the gloomy prospect of an unstable
government as the inevitable alterna-
tive. The Congress in Opposition, let
it be understood, cannot but ensure the
smooth and cfficient functioning of the
coalition government.  (Incidentally it
may cven help in purging the Congress
of its undesirable clements who stick
to it only because of the Iure for
powecr.)

Coalition governments can be stable
and also successful. It is certain that
voting against the Congress in 1962
elections will not mean disaster for the
country. On the other hand, it may
prove a blessing in disguise for the
proper  functioning  of  democracy  in
India. ' :

A TRUE PICTURE

OF RURAL IND¥A: -

By C. M. SRINIVASAN

Speaking at Shantiniketan some time
ago, Mr. Nehru catalogued some of
the achievements of the Congress rule
and the great progress India had made
during the past fourteen years, and
appealed to the people to vote the
Congress to power again. .

The achievements catalogued, thoug]
exhilarating and exciting to hear, have,
it should be remembered, all been at
the expense of high prices of all commo-
dities, causing distress to numerous

families: who are worse off eco-,

nomically than they had ever been
in pre-Independence days.” While the
desire for modernity and sense of ex-
hilaration animates Mr. Nehru, it is
unfortunate he is unable to see how
deeply distressed ‘the poor and lower
middle class people in the country are,
on account of the creeping inflation and
the spiralling prices. Surrounded as he is
by flattering admirers, who are all well
off presumably through his patronage,
it is well-nigh impossible for him to
realize the truth about the living con-
ditions of the vast mass of the people
in this country.

In the Blossoms in the Dust by

" Srimathi Kusum Nair, the au_thor
- ,

gives a correct picture-of rural India
today, and if only Mr. Nehru and his
circle would read it, they will be
smuch enlightened on the actual condi-
tions obtaining in the countryside.

Srimathi Kusum Nair who had tra-
velled all over India with an open
mind and a keen desire to study at
firsthand the exact condition of the
country, has depicted correctly the de-
pressing conditions of life still prevail-
ing in the villages, and has stated that
most villages do. not know anything of
Mr. Nchru and his Planning Commis-
sion’s wonderful planning!

Writing on land reforms, the author
declares that consolidation of land has
been done by official coercion, and in-
spite of the abolition of the zamindari,
there is more injustice prevailing in the
villages today than before.

The chapter “Poverty Unlimited” is
worth the perusal of Mr. Nehru and
his Planpning Commission; it shows how
large sums of tax-payers’ money are
thrown away, as it were, in producing
inconséquential results through the
Community Development policy of the

.

T T

~— ¥
Cdngvessi Gavernment. In spite of

boosted propaganda about help to vil-
lagers, co-operative credit is not given
to all villagers and, cven here, it is
power politics that plays, and not jus-
tice, equality or fairness. While there
is a lot of talk about improved sceds
for production, the poor peasants are
not able to get them from the agricul-
tural department. The lot of the poor
has not at all changed.

We should all feel very indebted to
Srimathi Kusum Nair for her true pic-
ture of our rural India, which shows
how our poor have become poorer dur-
ing the last 14 ycars of the Congress

Party’s administration of our country’s
affairs.
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The First Special Number of Swarajya
dedicated to the hallowed memory of
Sri Khasa Subba Rau, its founder editor
will be released on 23rd January 1962

The Swarajya  Special  Number
has becen planned to give the reader
a broad and critical survey of the
progress of our country in various
spheres of our national life—social,
cconomical, political, and administra-
tive. The subjects that will be
covered in  the Special Number
will be wvaried and comprehen-
sive. There will be several articles in
the Special Number, written by
acknowledged men  of  eminence
in  their respective  spheres, eco-
nomists,  professors,  industrialists,
administrators and  statesmen.  All
this  will provide a sumptuous
fare for the reader. In a word, the
Swarajya Special Nuwnber will be a
worthy guidance and a  valuable
reference  volume.

Raiaji, Sri K. M. Munshi, Dr. C. P. Ramaswamy
Aiyar, Sri Jayaprakash’Narain, H.H. The Maha-
raja of Mysore,*Acharya [§. B.}Kripalani, {Dr.
C. D. Deshmukh, Dr. A. Lakshmanaswamy
Mudaliar, Benegal RamajRau, Sri N. Raghunatha
Aiyar, Mr. Frank Moraes, Sri K. Santhanam,
Prof. B. R. Shenoy, 'Shri Murarji . Vaidya.
Prof. M. Ruthnaswamy, Sri R. K. Narayan
and many other eminent men contribute
Printed on good imitatation art_paper and

/2;

2

about 250 pages in Demy Quarto size

Price per copy Rs. 5/-
75 nP. extra per copy if sent by registeredpost
Please register your copy in advance
with MANAGER, SWARAIJYA, KALKI
BUILDINGS, MADRAS-10 or with your
local agent for Kalki and Swarajya
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SWARAJYA

PANDIT NEHRU AND THE SWATANTRA PARTY

Sir,—Fresh from his triumphs at
Panjim, Mr. Nehru roared at  the
AICC meeting at Patna: “We are
the agents of the destiny of India. We
are making the future of India, of
which poets and historians will write
later”.  Our past rulers were fairly
modest and conscious of their many
limitations. A thcorist who does not
understandd  his  own  theories, Mr.
Nehit constantly mouths the  words
‘socialism’ and  ‘planned  development’,
always with the reservation that he is
no doctrinaire socialist. He has conjur-
ed up visions of himself as the great
prophet and leader who will lead
India to the promised land of hope and
prosperity.

Every official act of Mr. Nehru tends
to lower the average character of the
(unfortunate) people of India, whom
he secks to guide. The type of socia-
lism that he is doing his level best to
foist on the nation, concentrating as it
does all political, economic and social
power in the hands of a corrupt and
unscrupulous party, and an. inefficient,

corrupt and - nepotism-ridden  bureau-

cracy of mammoth dimensions, increas- -

ingly tends to make every man, woman
and child in the country dependent in
some way or other on the whims and
fancies of some one of these two classes
(the party and the bureaucracy), and
everybody has to pay court to ,them
cringe and fawn on them to carry on,
their normal occupations, so much so
that honcsty, truth-speaking and in-
tegrity are all very much at a discéunt
in (what Americans call) Nehru’s India
ghings -are deteriorating from day t(;
ay.

The socialism that Nehru learnt at
Cambridge and is now trying to foist on
India, viz., State ownership and ope-
ration of all the major means of pro-
duction in the country, died a discredit-
ed death in 1922 or thereabout: when
Lenin failed in Russia, and went back
to the New Economic Plan (NEP). It
died as a living faith of thinking men
and women as the solution to the pro-
blems of humanity. But it is still very
much alive as a handy device for
crooked and self-seeking politicians to
hoist themselves into seats of power in
the name of the dumb-driven masses
and stick to power for as long as they
could.

What kl‘lled socialistit a5 4 falth is
" the ‘proved impracticability of devising
‘and_operatifig ' government miachiriery

’

of the size and dimensiois required
to cfficiently perform the bulk of the
productive processes in the countty
under a uniified comimand, but that is
exactly what Mr. Nehru and his Con-
gress Party are trying to revive under
theic Plan  scheres, guilding it with
attractive  slogans and all the while
talking big about doing it in a ‘demo-
cratic way’., /

These Swatantra Party leaders re-
peat parrot-like that the Congress is
fllsh()nest, and there is permit-raj unde;'
it. This is a strange tamasha. Is this
t!)c Way to carry on political discus-
?‘mn? asks Mr. Nehru. “Nobody knov;rs
in which century its leaders live in
whether it is the 15th century or the,
I?th century,” said Mr. Nehru. “What
kind of creature is this Swatantra
Party? It is a strange tamasha of caps
and  crowns and turbans,”  etc, eté
Ff)r a cool logical argument about ’part);
differences  with no trace of abuse
about it, commend me every time to
our - Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru! S. NARAYAN ArvAr

BEWARE OF COMMUNISM

. Sir,—Presiding  over a lecture on
The Menace of Communism” by Mr.
Douglas Hyde, a former top-ranking
member of the Communist Party of
UK,' His Eminence Valerian Cardinal
Grac‘las called upon the Catholic com-
munity to shed its complacency and
meet the challenge of communism. As
a matter of fact communities other
Fhan catholics are equally complacent
!f not more, to the grave danger fac-’
ing the country as a result of subtle
propaganda, infiltration and subversion.

The Swatantra Party leader, &
Rajagopalachari, has rﬁissed ll;’o L:;ptg-.
tunity_ .to warn our countrymen against-
t.he siren call of communism which
:lnvanably leads all listeners to their
hoom: T.he communists stamp out all

berties in lands where'they acquire a
stanglehold.  They wage a relentless
war on tl?e spiritnal values of life. By
a (?00trmalf'e/ and anachronistic approach
to leconomio’ problems, they depress the
standard of life of the people and inflict
on th‘em_ \uncalled for hardships and
Fnyatwns. To carry out their aims and
0 petpetuate their power they let loose
a reign of terror. To hide their. failure
at hoitie they carry aggression abroad,

Uant‘h;mwﬁ]y’,im even a few top- .
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Swarajva welcomes comments
and criticisms by readers on
thatters of general public {nterest.
In view of the size of the journal
however, letters should not exceeci
300 words. - —Editor

become aware of the serious threat of
communism,  Their  pronouricéirients
give it respectability and strength,
Rajuji has often said that congressmen
are the sappers and miners of the ad-
vancing hordes of communism. Many
communists  arc infiltrating into  the
Congress, because they know that it is
the best strategy for capturing power
in the country.

The Swatantra Party has consistently
opposed  communism and exposed its
b()llow claims by facts and figures. It
is upto the electorate to support the
Swatantra Party candidates at the en-
suing eclecions, so that they may be
enabled to strengthen the bastions of
democracy, freedom and national pro-
gress against the mounting onslaughts
of communism.

Bombay-1 Puiroze J. Surorr.

THREE LANGUAGE
FORMULA

- Sir,—Even those who accepted the
Three-Language Formula in principle
!mve expressed doubts regarding the
identity of the three languages. The
regional language and English seem to
be common ground. The difference
seems to concern the third, If it be
Hindi, it is acknowledged that it would
discriminate in favour of those whose
regional language is Hindi and against
those whose regional language is diffe- |
rent. The proposal that Hindi-speaking
people should compulsorily learn a
non-Hindi lahguage has been influen-
tially criticized. For instance, Mr. K.
Santanam has said that it was a “fool-
ish notion which “will involve immense
waste of national effort. To teach a
language to lakhs of boys and girls
of which hardly one per cent is likel):
to make the least use of it, is not com-
mon sense”. Mr. H. V. Pataskar, Gov-
emot of Madhya Pradesh, has disap-
p}'oved the imposing of a South In-
dian language on Hindi-speaking peo-
ple, because it was useless to them,
but }‘1as approved of non-Hindi people
learning Hindi, because it was useful
to them! He would, in consequence,
accept the discrimination in favour of
the Hindi-speaking people, who have .
to learn only Hindi and Eunglish, while
the ‘non-Hindi-speaking people have to

Iea.i-{l the regional language and EJZ&. o

dlwe Hindl. Mr. 'K, X

LT

Ktias disapproved making three
B compulsory as, in his opinion,
ils cannot learn them, and it
“be unfair to deny education to
_who cannot. Further, pupils
and retained languages as spoken
as written, because of the multi-
of the alphabets. He would pre-
iitwo languages with two scripts at
where is general agreement that
‘yegional language and English
"be made compulsory, it seems
o drop the controversial third
ige. If all pupils learn English,
jtion to each his regional langu-
it ~will provide the common me-
* for all India, without undue,
ful and cruel burden on the
s, and without provoking an un-
gssary and  dangerous linguistic
~ntroversy.  Such bi-lingualism  will
~ve all the good purposes of the pro-
“ed tri-lingualism and without any
‘she latter’s evil consequences.
P. Kobanpa Rao

IS US.A. SOCIALIST?

Sir,—Nchru says that even the USA
ihas adopted a large measure of socia-

~ism and that ‘municipalities own pro-
"'«f"perty everywhere. He cither forgets or
““is not aware of the many wmovements

o

o
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‘. Economic
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" President
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4, Government since Roosevelt.

i ‘.;,,tion of the raw material. Re'
&: current that recently a substantial quan-
i< tity was sold at a profit of Rs. 300 per
g . ton to influential manufacturers of soap.

% TC {s fesling shy to deal with
T o n:d,»om the ‘legdlie

s

G
A

5. disease I
£ Joctor is required to diagnose it.

4 in the USA to reverse the Statism ot
Roosevelt adopted in  the
“erisis of 1929-31. The Foundation for
Education is only one of
' them which runs the monthly magazine

Freeman. It has sponsored a book called

{' ‘Recovery of Freedom which gives a pro-

®

- “ing paralysis of enterprise resulting from

{" gramme to undo the mischief and grow-
.inflation, over-taxation, encroachment

of Statism.
There is also an influential move-

ment to restore State rights which have
been infringed upon by the Federal

Bangalore M. A. VenxatAa Rao

S.T.C. AND COPRA SALES

Sir,—In Swarajya of the 23rd De-

cember last you have depicted the
(corruption) so well that no

" . During April-September 1961 licens-
ing period the Government allotted a

far

dndividual users A

i
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L= Json’s share of copra import to the State
.. Trading Corporation. But it has not so
evolved a fair method of distribu-
ports - are

e GYWER AT YR e
PROFIT IN PATENT MEDICINES

B Lo

By SELIG GREENBERG

The pharmacopoeia has been

completely revolutionized in the
past few decades with the emer-

gence of the antibiotics, the sulfo-
namides, the tranquillizers, the
antihistamines, a variety of hor-
mones, a multiplicity of combina-
tions of vitamins, agents for the
treatment of high blood pressure,

“and a galaxy of other new pro-

ducts. The extent of this revolu-
tion may best be judged from the
fact that fully ninety per cent of
the drugs now being prescribed
were non-existent twenty years
ago, and about forty per cent were
unknown as recently as 1954. ......

The drug industry’s rate of re-
turn on investment, after taxes,
has in recent years amounted to
more than twenty per cent, or
nearly double that for all manu-
facturing.

° L] L

Ong bf the reasons for the high
costs of drugs, Dixon has told a
Honse Committee, is that about
twenty-four  cents ont of every
dollar that drug manufacturers get
for prescription medicines go for
promotion and other sales expen-
ditures.......

zed” B. M. money. It now says that
it could deal only with co-operative
societies. Such societies are now being
formed in some places in a haphazard
manner. In places like Palghat there is
no scope for the formation of co-opera-
tives for want of minimum member-
ship, nor can people there join the

neighbouring  district co-operative so-
cieties.
Why should Government introduce

a ‘middleman’ in the shape of the STC,
which engages another stooge in the

shape of co-operatives to earn such

illegal profit? The Government could
easily pocket the entire profit by rais-
ing the import duty on copra by Rs. 300.
In the meanwhile we continue to
receive replies from the STC that it
has not yet evolved a policy of dis-
tribution and that the request for al-
lotment of copra has been noted by
it. In the meantime the October-
March 1962 season has already begun.
Perhaps things will improve after the
‘summit conference’ of Ashtagrahas!
Palghat N. P. Rama Iven

The pharmaceutical industry is
unique in that it can make exploi-
tation appear a noble purpose.

Among other things, it has been
shown that one hormone prepara-
tion which costs the manufacturer
1.57 dollars for a bottle of 100
tablets is sold to retail druggists
for 17.90 dollars and by them to
the consumer for 29.83 dollars.

© L} &

The present general practice of
prescribing drugs by specific trade
names instead of generic or che-
mical names often means that the
consumer is forced to pay more
for a product which is no better
than available cheaper substitutes.
An outstanding example is one
variety of reserpine, a drug used
for the treatment of high blood
pressure and as a tranquillizer. As
a brand name item, this drug now
retails at 6.75 dollars for 100 pills.
The same medication can be
bought on a generic basis from
small  manufacturers at prices
ranging from thirty cents to 1.25
dollars for 100.

It is difficult to say to what ex-
tent advertising revenue and drug:
company largesse are responsible
for the generally cool attitude of
organized medicine toward criti-
cism of the pharmaceutical in-
dustry.—The Progressive
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RAISING THE STANDARD OF LI

The industrialists and the wage-
earners in factories would both like
to depress the price of food-stufts
as much as possible, the former
in order to reduce the wage-bill
and the latter to make their earn-
ings go as far as fpossﬂ)le, to save
for amenities, after paying for
their food at urban rates. The
pressure from both industrial em-
ployers and employees to this end,
and the approval of the Govern-
ment of this policy of puslmw
down the price of food-grains, act
adversely on the vast rural popu-
lation engaged in raising food-
crops as owners or tenants or
agricultural ~ wage-earners.  The
demand that farm produce should
be as cheap as possible issues
from what may be called a short-
sighted, purely urban and indus-
trial angle. The larger interests of
both  the industrialist and  the

~worker call for a different policy.

If we aim at raising the stand-
ard of living in our country as a
whole, it is obvious that we should
consider the case of the largest sec-
tor which is also the poorest scctor
in the country, viz., those whose
livelihood is agrlculture, and
give our best thoughts to it.

Seventy per cent of our popu-
lation lives by agriculture. It fol-
lows from this stark reality that we
cannot raise the standard of liv-
ing in our country unless we
raise the level of prices of farm
produce because, the cultivator
is not merely the largest producer
but is also the largest consumer,
and on his purchasing power de-

pends the intérnal market for the; Ldrop in the ocean.

Mdg_
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By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

products  of all other industrics.
Not by exhibitionist services here
and there, by way of utilizing tax
moneyv, in (fnmq a hospital }I(‘l(‘
and a school there, a lying-in-bed
here and a bore-well there, and
conducting foreign visitors to sec
these unconvincing symptoms of
compassion and material progress
—which obviously cannot he ‘mul-
tiplied (for tax money is not an
unlimited quantity)—but only by
increasing the self-carned purchas-
ing poWer of cach one of the
seventy per cent population, can
we truly raise the gencral stand-
ard of living. )

Factory workers can be made
to get better wages casily enough.
}:,\en now their average annual
earning is fairly high. = Factory
W()rkels in India number less than
35 lakhs as against a total popula-
tion of more than the same num-
ber of crores. We may increase

this number, but every one knows ™’

the limitations, unless one shuts
one’s eves to realitv and dreams
to make India one vast Czechoslo-
vakia.

The problem is. what shall we
do for the two hundred and eighty
millions who work on the ]and
to feed themselves and the rest
of the nation, in order to raise
their standard of living? There is
no just or feasible wav for doing
this except by frecly allownw tho
level of prices of farm pmduce to
rise. We may lead an insignificant
number of them out from the
plough to factories, hig or small.
distant or near. but that is but a

We should

2 _;;,.._: ..\5,3

give up the old formula inherited
from the British rulers that prices
of  farm produce must be l\ept
down, i order that all  other
prices may not rise.

Urban consumers may be kept
satisfied as the citizens of Rome
had been, by making corn cheap;
but if corn is always to be cheap
in India, it will mean that the rural
population  must  cver  remain
poor, with no parchasing power.
The rural population being  the
vast majority, its poor purchasiug
power must depress all industrics.

The immediate interest of in-
dustrialists lcads them to  desire
to keep their wage-bill tow and,
therefore, they favour any policy
that (I(‘plesses food-prices.  This,
in the long run, is a wrong angle
to look from. Low food- -prices
mean poor income for the large
rural majority, and this reflects on
the poor pmdmsmg power of the
population which, in turn, reduces
the internal market for industrial
production. A policy based on the
advantage of keeping their wage-
bill low caunot snccessfullv cover
the full requirements of progres-
sive industrial production.  The
prosperity of industry ‘in  India
depends on the expansion of the
raral constmers’ demand for in-
dustrial production.

It is idle to dream of solving
the big problems of our economy
by an  increased export output
We may advance in that direction
up to a measure, but it would ne-
cessarilv be insignificant.  What
the Western comntries did. e
cannot now do. The situation and

el NGk
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ifferent.
: i are totally di .
~ the t‘myelj)t in the fortunate cir-
We o in which they were

ces we

cums(tiannor have we the fucnl.ltlxes

tlla;ec:)mmanded——und in addition
he

v much behind time. We can-
we are d w exportable com-
not produce ne portal 1 em-
modities in this country an y e
ploy a significant number of our

opulation on the fpx’oduc'h(m of
such commodities, tor which we
can now hope to find purchasers
in the competitive markets u])r(mf]
It is futile to spend tax money in
subsidizing our sales 'ahroug]—_thw
cannot be the means to raise our
standard of living, for what we
gain by one way we lose by ano-
ther. The whole world has pro-
gressed and is still further rapid-
ly progressing, and we cannot
hop(‘ to catch up so as to pr()(lnc(:
goods for sale abroad, whose cost
and quality could procure con-
sumers in Europe or America in
competition with  others. The
markets even in Asia and Africa
are being flooded more and more
by their own production, and for
this and other reasons angry walls
are being raised against Indian
pfoducts.
\

On the basis of production for
export from an industrialized
India, we cannot hope to solve
the problem of raising the standard
of living in India: except, of
convse, for a favoured few as we
are  now doing through permit-
licence-raj. We must depend on
our own internal consumption for
selling our goods. Hence follows
the necessity to raise the purchas-

ing power of those employed in’

agricultural  work, who number
seventy per cent of the pO{)ula-
tion, even if we aimed only at
industrial prosperity apart from
raisin the general standard of liv-
ing. The masses engaged in agri-
culture are the consumers, pre-
sent and prospective, of our in-
dustrial production. Their pur-
chasing power is a pre-condition
for anv nrogramme of industrializa-
tion. We cannot envisage a state
of things in which our country
stands  converted into a  highly
industrialized unit in the world
with agricultural prices kept down,
and thriving on' exports,

e
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Every consideration, therefore,
leads to one conclusion, viz., that
the agricultural price level and
agricultural wages must be raised,
and we must face the resulting
higher level of payment to workers
in all spheres. If we seck to
achieve this object by breaking up
the tramework of free economy,
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we shall be doing what will ine-
vitably - lead to ~ blackmarketing
and  greater  disparitics  than
before.  We must achieve this in
the frame-work of free eco-
uomy, so that the standard of
living may be raised and dis-
paritics minimized in a peaceful
and natural way.

HIS FEUDAL FANTASY
By POTHAN JOSEPH

In his flagellations of the Swa-
tantra Party which are taking the
form of violent vagaries, the Prime
Minister indulges in several char-
ges which, in his favourite phrase,
amount to fantastic nonsense—at
any rate when it comes to his no-
tion that the Swatantra Pury is
plotting to revive feudalism,

In the days of British rule,
they used to talk of ‘Princely
India’ and Feudatory Indix’, in
subordinate  affiliation with  the
Paramount Power. When in 1947
the British Government chose to
dissolve alliances and'took the
unilateral decision of letting para-
mountcy lapse, the treaties, sa-
nads, and engagements became
inoperative, each ruler being left
free to fend for himself, and the

process of integration through
instruments of accession were

pursued by Lord Mountbatten as
Viceroy and Governor-General.
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patcl took
up the task of individual persu-
asion in all good faith, inciden-
tally prescribing “privy  purses”
as one of the clauses in future
relationship. To his memory and
credit, it should be said that the
new engagements were meant by
him to be kept in good faith with-
out any thumbscrew reservations
for the future. Accordingly, rulers
on their part agreed to the status
of Indian citizens free from false
dignity and anything in the nature
of private coercion once associat-
ed with the Political Department.

In fixing the quantim of the
privy purse, there was the bond of
hongur with no provision at all
of 4 reference to the Supreme
Court or any other judicial organ
to  scrutinize  defaults,  Pandit

Nehru is not fond of the Consti-
tution as a system of checks and
balances which often stand in the
way of his headstrong decisions as
party-chicf. Indeed, more than
once the invocation of the Sup-
reme Court peeved him, and he
is said to have contended that,
apart from his poor appreciation
of High Court judges in a contro-
versy, he did not want a third
House in the parliamentary sys-
tem empowered to revise legisla-
tion, even in rare examples of a
mandate discernible at clections.
It is well known that the functions
of the judiciary are of some criti-
cal and protective scope in the
maintenance of law; but the ac-
ceding  Princes, probably too
proud and trustful to think of
safeguards in the future, left ob-
servance of the new pacts to the

State itself as persontfied in the

President of India. Today it is
true that privy purses could be
slashed down by a single fiat dic-
tated by the Prime Minister. In
November, there were reports of
thirtcen being subjected to cuts.
Nobody need hear about it ex-
cept  as press-leakage, and no
Gazette of India requires to be
issned to bring semi-punitive ac-
tions on record. ‘
His eulogists believe that Sar-
dar Patel, had he lived, would
not have threatened acts of spo-
liation, if any of the former rulers
dreamt of casting his vote, or al-
ternatively standing for clections
by virtue of the right accorded td
every adult man or woman honli
in  India. I unofficial pressure
has been applied to remove aspi-
rants - from the candidates™  lists;
it is o oatber that can remain an
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exclusive secret. Can it, however,
be said that th Swatantra Party
is out to re-establish feudalism in
the country?

If Mr. Nehru as a member of
the British Bar recollects his stu-
dies about the origin of feudalism,
Le might remember that the funda-
mental maxim of all feudal tenure
is that all lands belong to the
Sovereign (Blackstone). It is open
to the Sovereign to allot land
mainly in consideration of mili-

'tury service. For centuries in

Europe compensation for  ficld
action was in the form of land-
award, the parallel  practice in
India being the bestowal of Jagirs.
In its modern comnotation e
should substitute “Statc” in place
of “Sovereign”, but thanks to the
vicissitudes  of history and  the
compulsions  of agricultural cco-
nomy, we had land-owners and
cultivators with whose rights the
Congress Party is blindly tamper-
ing in the name of  “co-operative
farming” under the paupering cco-
nomic heresy of the Nagpur Re-
solution.

The fourth amendment of the
Constitution enabling the State to
nab private property on pepper-
corn consideration was  designed
to reinforce the thesis about Jand
belonging to the Sovereign in the
fret of Statist monopolies. Again,
tradition and commonsense have
enjoined that the King should
not engage himsclf in trade, but
then the State Trading Corpora-
tion is a mockery of that rule of
administrative art providing efli-
ciency and incentives to produc-

. tion. Feudalism, on the other

hand, contemplates social links
like vassalage which has nothing
to do with the Congress projec-
tion of serfdom and regimentation
to increase wealth and equalize
distribution. The Prime Minister
should occasionally spare a few
minutes for checking headline
fancies with the clear and austere
manifesto of the Swatantra Party
before denouncing its  cxistence.
His present style of attacking the
party ferociously reminds one f’f
the fable of the blind nigger in
the dark room chasing a black eat
that was'nt there! .
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THE PERSONALITY CULT

By ]J. M. LOBO PRABHU

Even in a dictatorsllip, Khru-
shehov decided that his  office
should be stripped of the perso-
nality cult. In a dcmocmcy like
India, the personality cult flou-
rishes today so that ~ Mr. Nehru
has acquired the divine right of
kings to be always right. The pre-
sent position is almost patholo-
gical, Mr. Nchru claiming that no
party, even his own, can  differ
tfrom him. Defending the choice
of My, Krishna Mcnon for the
North Bombav poll and  “blaz-
ing with anger,” he told young-
sters that they conld “go to hell”
—if they did not vote for Menon!

His logic deserves to he exa-
mined. He maintained, first, that
it was insulting to his reason to
say  that his policies were right
but that  Menon was wrong - to
carry them out. In the first place,
the very fact that the people dis-
approve of  Mr. Menon because
of the policies he is carrying out,
implics they do not agree with
those policics, and pinpoint their
disapproval by opposing him as
the proponent.  Secondly, inspite
of Mr. Nehru asswming responsi-
bility, the people know for them-
sclves that Mr. Menon is the real
author, while the Primme Minister
is but the mere rubber-stamp, of

these policies. Thirdly, the peo-
ple may really intend to indirectly
censure the  Prime Minister for
these policies, as they do not dare
or care to censure him directly.
If the Prime Minister does not
sce these implications, it is be-
ciause power makes him think he
is above logic.

Mr. Nehru next referred to his
being the Prime Minister and said
that as long as he held that office
he would have ministers of his
choice. No doubt Article 75 pro-
vides  that the President will
appoint other ministers on  the
advice of the Prime Minister, but
this docs not imply that like Cali-
gulla, who made his horse a sena-
tor, he can impose a minister on
the people, in spite of the opposi-
tion of his colleagues and all par-
ties exeept the communists, Though
it is an aspect of the personality
cult, there are limits to the tole-
rance  even of adulating  voters.
The test is whether Mr. Nehru
will agree that if Mr. Menon is
defeated, he will change his fore-
ign and defence policies.

Thirdly, the Prime Minister at-
tacked all parties but the com-
munists. His criticism was noth-
ing but abuse, without giving a

(Continued on page 13)

Shooting money into the Congress purse only
tightens the no cse.
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"CURRENT EVENTS ::

As sequel to the capitulation
of Goa, there is scatter-brained
discussion whether the take-over

of what had been a Portuguese .

possession for 450 years, was in
accord with the teachings of Ma-
hatma Gandhi—a sterile debate
in which strangers to the Ahimsa
doctrine have participated with
the vigour of omniscience. Krush-
chov, Sukarno, Nkruma, U Nu,
and many other commentators
have applauded Indian action, in
the light of practical politics.
Mr. Krishna Menon, far from con-
ceding the merit of non-violence,
has been aggressively contending
that India never abjured violence,
and that the Portuguese never
had any sovereignty over the
coastal strip, although the British
in their consolidation more than
250 years later, functioned as
Paramount Power capable of
transferring it to Free India. Many
quotations have been garbled
from the writings of Mahatma
Gandhi who was not easily quo-
table in any context where courage
and cowardice appeared in juxta-
position as the choice of alterna-
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tives in a hypothetical set of cir-
cumstances. When we know that
it is the balance of expediencies
that determined the “point of no-
return”, there is hardﬁ)y any wis-
dom to be derived from an epi-
sode  which is interpreted, ac-
cording to different shades of
pigmentation among spokesmen,
over the full range of the spec-
trum in the skin of the human
race—VIBGYOR. One hopes that
the quest for testimonials as bet-
ween colonial Powers and non-
colonial territorialism in terms of
Gandhism, will be held in sus-
pense as the history of selfish
intrigues and  self-righteousness
has still a long way to go.
L] L o

In President Kennedy’s annual
message to U.S. Congress the bulk
of space is occupied by pro-
grammes for the strengthening of
the Republic in its domestic con-
tent. Hardly one-tenth of the
space is allowed for thick-type
sensation found in headlines every
morning, but he has put down
the point of ‘no-return’ in the
security of Berlin. Whether Dutch
New Guinea is going to be a pro-
vince of Indonesia, under the
attempt of President Sukarno to
“do a Goa”, is of greater interest
to the ANZU Powers, not to
meuntion Holland itself, than to
other pedlars of ripe counsel. The
world must await the test of
actual success which eventually is
applauded. Amongst sympathi-
sers, Pakistan too has cabled
goodwill to President Sukarno,
the inventor of ‘guided demo-
cracy’, whilst President Ayub is
busy analysing ‘basic democracy’
in equivalence of an Islamic State.
The common slogan about a
Jehad has not yet been invoked.
In India, our resistance to Pakis-
tan’s Kashmir moves contains the
slur of fanaticism implied in Jehad
as against respectable secularism.
The one point made clear in
Dean Rusk’s regret over the use
of force in Goa, as voiced by
Adlai Stevenson, is that the sei-
zure of Goa will not in the least
affect America’s aid policy to-
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wards India for the preservation
of the largest democracy in the
world against the snare of com-
munism.  Complaints of high-
handedness do not take long to
fade away.
What's Hecuba to him
or he to Hecuba
That he-should
weep for her?
L4 & o
The “go-to-hell”  fulmination
of Prime Minister Nehru in Bom-
bay was a staggering lapse in
manners, but it deserves to be
sgrmpatllctically understood. In
the Agra Convention of the Swa-
tantra Party, Mr. Rajagopalachari
had described Defence ~Minister
Menon as the “instrument” of Mr.
Nehru, in the exposition and im-
plementation  of Mr. Nehru’s
foreign policy. Once that premise
is granted, Mr. Nehru cannot but
feel incensed at the idea of Mr.
Menon being disowned as the
champion of “Nehru’s India” (a
cliche of American authors) and
the prospect of his being flung out
of the Cabinet. Since the prose-
cution of foreign policy originates
with him, Mr. Nehru feels that
criticism of Mr. Menon includ-
ing his mcthods, amounts to a
personal - affront justifying army-
swear-words  like  “go-to-hell”.
The younger generation of Leftists
do not, however, subscribe to
Rajaji’s theory that it is Sindbad
the Sailor and not the Old Man
of the Sea, who directs the daily
stroll. In the Goa episode, when
Mr. Nehru was being accosted at
midnight by Ambassador Gal-
braith, he had found that the
point of ‘no-return’ had already
been passed and that the 17th
Division was on the march in a
three-l)ronged deployment.
L L J

There are many who, differing
from Rajaji’s reading of the for-
mulation of foreign policy, hold
that it is Mr. Krishna Menon’s pro-
communistic internationalism that
prevails with Mr. Nehru in his
normal waverings, not the other
way round as in the remote past
when they jointly had figured as
observers in the Spanish Civil
War. Though they are like-minded,
it is Mr. Menon’s blue-print (ac-
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cording to the youth school) of
events that counts. The Aruna
campaigners of Goa were aware
that Mr. Menon could not be
nose-led. In the lofty strain of thg
dictum “I and my Father are one,
Mr. Nehru sees a case of self-
identification, with confused ideas
of substance and shadow. To
concede that Mr. Menon is the
theorist and strategist at large,
may seem to take away from the
paramountcy of Mr. Nehru who,
from his childhood days when he
was attired as Little Lord Faun-
teroy, had dreams of directing
world destiny. The idea grew
with years, and Jawaharlal's pas-
sion for independence and his role
of expert on the international
situation in the Congress even in
days preceding Swaraj was psy-
chologically traceable to the vision
of a future in which he could
bestride the world like a Colossus—
in foreign policy. Effusive concern
for the betterment of the peasan-
try through planning and self-
government was a secondary in-
centive in the life of sacrifice he
adopted under Gandhian i))ﬂtl—
ence. Anything suggestive of his
not being the Ustad of foreign
policy involves a denial of his
own personality. Such an amend-
ment in C.R’s. interpretation at
Agra might have been pleasing to
the Prime Minister as ‘Chief of the
Neutralist Bloc’ where Mr. Menon
is figured out by him as his front-
man, and no more. Mr. Menon is
tactful enough not to contradict.
The P.M. cannot imagine any de-
finition of the Defence Minister
except as his alter ego, and there-
fore any aEpeals or votes in
favour of Acharya Kripalani ema-
nating from the Swzltzlntrzl“ Party
infuriate him into crying go to
hell”. The Swatantra manifesto
is a mirror held before the Con-
gress Party. When Caliban gazed
at the mirror he lifted his hands to
smash it, blaming it on the glass
that such ugly features should
ever exist as a blot on creation.
The barrack-room counterblast of
“Damn Your Eyes” would merely
vulgarize exchanges ’when the
‘Code of Electioneering is report-
ed to be in favour of civil lan-

guage. P.J.

SWARAJYA

POLICY OF ‘CRYING WOLF’

By N. C. ZAMINDAR

It seems to me that in India for
the last two decades we have-been
conditioned by crisis politics. In
1940 I first entered my college
life; from then till 1961 the one
word which I have heard ad nau-
seam is ‘crisis. The bugbear of
crisis seems to pursue us not like
the ‘Hound of Heaven’ but a wolf
of hell. Persons talk with long-
drawn faces as if the very end of
this planet is only after an hour.
The country, on the one hand, is
declared to be progressing, deve;
loping and on the threshold ot
taking off, and, on the other, is
declared to be facing all sorts of
Crisis.

The ‘cry wolf” psychology is hav-
ing its reactions. People have
come to believe and rightly too,
that the ruling party creates and
manufactures  crisis, in order to
bully the masses to vote for it.
In the name of crisis the masses
are adroitly manipulated to back
the policies of the Government to
meet and overcome this or that
crisis. Very often the crisis is the
direct result of the governmental
politics and its stunts. " For ex-
ample, let us take the much boost-
ed foreign policy. Pandit Nehru
has been the supreme dictator in
the field. Only a few persons have
questioned and criticized his poli-
cies and the critics were derided
as cranks or frustrated men.

The leaders were duped and the
masses hypnotized by woolly slo-
gans like ‘Panchsheel’, ‘Bhai-bhais’,
’non-alignment’, ete. It seemed
that destiny has singled out India
to show light in the nuclear Dark
Age of the World! Donning the
khaddar livery of the Mahatma we
spoke in  “a holier-than-thou”

phraseology.

The Indian Foreign Ministry
thought that they have succeeded
in fooling other nations. When
the part of the monkey was played
between the two fighting cats,
the joy was immense. It seemed
that we are having the best of

both the worlds. On these sopori-
fic dreams our five-year plans
were launched. The Western na-
tions and the people’s democra-
cies were coaxed and cajoled al-
ternatively. This  policy paid
dividends. Not only that, absurd
rationalizations were made for
this policy. The latest rationaliza-
tion comes from John Strachey—
the one-time firebrand Marxist
of England. In his addresses en-
titled “Great Awakening” there is
a startling rationalization of the
economic foreign policy of India.
He says: “I once told an Indian
friend that probably your India
was to go bankrupt regularly
once every two years. For she will
always get the money in the end;
she always will be bailed out. So
don’t be alarmed unduly when
you hear talk of ‘dreadful crisis’
as you will.” Surely, it is a great
awakening to a shameless materia-
list philosophy. On this basis of
economic foreign policy we are
having our international relations.
We have surely sold our soul for
these foreign loans. They were
necessary to finance the megalo-
mania of gigantism and facadism,
the hard core of our Plans.

The rationalization of Mr. Stra-
chey, in my opinion, is a dange-
rous counsel. A debtor’s role is
always invariably bad and it
ought to have been avoided, but
we become slaves of our own de-
lusions. We did not have the
courage to challenge the basics of
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Non-Congress parties seem  to
have realized the stupidity of al-
lotting time on the AIR for elec-
tion broadcasts as if they were
competing for an award on results
achieved! The AIR Broadcasting
arrangement is suppnsed to be a
gesture towards free and  equal
opportunitics for p()litica] educa-
tion—not to ‘give more to him
who hath much’, as 1 wrote two
weeks ago. The democratic prin-
ciple would be to give to all ap-
plicants equal time, and to give to
new parties more time than to the
iruling party which has already
well advertised itself  through
extensive government literature.
Suppose, when Mr. Masani and
others proposed in Parliament
that the Company Law should not
permit contributions of sharehol-
ders’ money to political partics for
election purposcs, the
majority party instead of
plumping for a law to
allow all such donations
as it did, had gone tur-
ther and proposed and
got passed a law that
donations from compa-
nies should be given to
political parties in  the
proportion of their res-
pective success at the
previous election,—that,
is, that money should be
given to the parties in
the same ratio as they
now hold seats in Parlia-
ment—how absurd it
would have been! Yet
this is exactly the same
wrong principle on which time
has been allotted for publicity
through the national AIR. The
fact is the prevailing psycho-
logy is that the Congress Party
owns the State and all its re-
sources, and the others function
by leave and licence only.

»

An amazing picce of intolerz}ble
effrontery and illegitimate election-
eering on the part of the
ruling party has just been
brought to my notice by Mr. Igbal

Bahadur Saxena of Mandla (ALP.).
The Government appears to have
issued a stamp with a picture of
the Congress Party’s election sym-
bol, the two bullocks with a yoke
on them, and bearing the word
‘Congress” in  Devanagari script.
Mr. Saxena sent me an envelope
that has passed through the post
office with two such stamps affix-
ed, bearing a postal stamp dated
Janvary 17, 1962. 1 have made
many accusations on the ground
that the ruling party poses as the
State itself. But I did not imagine
that it would go this daring length.
The cover which has been sent
by Mr. Saxena bears naye Paise
st'amps for unit postage and two
of the Congress Party stamps to
cover registration  charges (8
annas). Below is a photostat re-
production (enlarged) of the stamp.

The Madras Congress Com-
mand has closed down its Madurai
unit and given dictatorial autho-
rity to its nominee for Parliament.
This is in tune with the general
policy of the Congress Party.

x

The Prime Minister said rightly
that it was not correct politics to
distinguish between the Defence
Minister and himself. He rightly
took the full responsibility for
everything. I always felt that those
who blamed every wrong on Mr.

Krishna Menon and relieved
Prime Minister of all errors, except
that of supporting the former,
were committing a gross mistake.

That the Goa business was an
election stunt was denied indig-
nantly. But at Cuttack (on Janu-
ary 3) the Prime Minister appeal-
ed to the electorate for support
to the Congress in the following
words: “The most effective ans-
wer to the world critics of the
Indian  Government’s action in
Goa is to demonstrate to the world
the electorate’s wholehearted sup-
port to the Goa action by voting
the Congress Party again to powei
with an overwhelming majority
everywhere.,”  After this self-im-
plicating picce of evidence, I do
not helieve that any more proof
is  wanted to substantiate the
election stunt charge. Instead of
answering the criticism of world
statesmen l)y reasoned argument,
AMr. Nehru wishes to overwhelm
world  criticism by an  internal
personality-cult vote at
this election—just what
another famous person
did in Germany twenty
odd years ago.

*

Principles and policies,
and performance, should
guide the voters when
they are appealed to
perpetuate the Congress
Party in power. The gla-
mour of Mr. Nehru is a
dangerous guide. It is
Congress partymen that
will govern the country
in the absolute way the
‘Welfare State’ economy
gives scope to those
placed in authority. The
perpetuation of the present prac-
tice of party bosses, big and small,
interfering in day-to-day adminis-
tration would be ruinous to the
country, That is exactly what will
happen if the people re-issue their
charter to a party which is filled
with greedy men trained in using
power for party und  personal
ends, without any sense of doubt
or delicacy. The frank admission
of the Andhra Chief Minister that
Government-owned companies
gave contributions to the State
Congress Party funds through the
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last few years is a diselosure that
should shock all good people- in
India and elsewhere and be a
great red signal against Ietting this
party to be any lunger i clmrgc
of public affairs.

*

The Prime Minister is fighting
his own airy creation. No one
seeks to “restore feudalism”, No
Raja or Maharaja in Rajasthan or
elsewhere s planning to “regain
his old pasition”.  Some of them
seek to  exercise the ordinary
rights of ordinary citizens, viz,
to seck the votes of the people as
against the new feudalism of the
Congress Party. And what is more,
the Congress feels that their ap-
peal goes home to the pcople who
have had experience of Both the
old and the new regimes in the re-
gions transferred from the Rajas to
the rule of the Congress —and
know how to judge. The prefe-
rence shown by these people for
good government when compared
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with the mis-rule of the Congress
should open the eyes of honest
Mr. Nehru. Instead, the other
person in him bursts into stage-
temper and spouts rhetoric about
“reversal of historic processes”, 1
have made it clear (it ever it was
necessary) that the people who
join the Swatantra Party have, hy
standing  up for an  Qpposition
party, displayed rare courage in
the midst of the universal ~fear
that prevails about the vindictive-
ness of the raling party and its
power to ruin its opponents. They
deserve  congratulation. If they
now withdrew from the Swatan-
tra Party; as a result of the Prime
Minister’s threats and angry elo-
quence, it would be a disgrace
to cvery one concerned.  They
would of course be warmly wel-
comed by the local and central
Congress “High Commands” and
will - be given special  favours,
and, if nothing clse, the distin-
guished comradeship of the Con-
gress lords. If these few among

S
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the families of the old princes
wish  “to regain a part of their
old positions,” or even wanted to
protect themselves uguinst any
turther illegitimate assaults on
their rights, they would, f()llowing
the example of so many  rajas
and maharajas in the “Govern-
ment camp, have joined the Con-
gress and not courted the anger
of the P.M, hy joining the Swa-
tantra Party, { am certain M.
Neliru knows all this,
»,

Mr. Nehru asks what sympa-
thy I showed towards the ryots
who were in the zamindari areas
payitig  dues to the zamindars
instead of to the Government di-
rect. Need I point ont that I got
the abolition of the zamindaris
throughout in the large Southern
Province twenty-four years  ago
before any others did it anywhere
else? I believe I got the Debt Re-
lief Act passed by whicl all ryots
were  discharged from  further
liability in respect of their debts
if they had paid by way of inter-
est twice the principal  amount
borrowed. I believe 1 did many
other things for the poor, which
the upper classes did not like at all,
but it is silly rhetoric to pose such
questions and not worth while to
answer them.

*

It was refreshing to learn that
Mr. M. Ganapathy, whose quali-
fications and achicvements in the
Engineering history of India were
recognized by the award of Padina
Bhushan  decoration in August
1954, has offered to serve in Par-
liament from the South Madras
constituency as an Independent
candidate,

I have for a long time bLeen ex-
pressing my view that ParJiament
and the State legislatures should
be manned by men and women
qf experience in various produc-
tive occupations, instead of being
(as now) filled with persons having
no other qualification but want of
an occupation. "The evils arising
from this state of things are well
known, and it may be irritating
to mention them. If Parliament
z’m(l the State legislatures must
interfere in everything, let them
do it \with fairly good knowledge
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of the work in which they inter-
fere. The present practice of par-
ties, and in particular the ruling
party, setting up ‘full time” politi-
cians who not only have not this
qualification but ~who will be
tempted in a hundred ways to
use their positions for personal
advantage to make up for want
of a regular profession, is not a
good thing for the nation, ,

The Swatantra Party will whole-
heartedly support Mr, Ganapathy's
candidature,  He has  earned a

great reputation for uprightness .

and efficiency, and has a history
of splendid achievement in Tata
Power Bombay, Mettur Dam,
Hooghly Bridge, the great Bridge
at Varanasi, Chittaranjan Locomo-
tive Works and Township, Inte-
gral Coach Factory (Madras), and
Rourkela Steel Plant till 1958 after
which he retired.  The address
given to him on retirement by

- the Rourkela employees said:

Merit and hard work invariably
received recognition in your hands
and  while you have been a very
strict disciplinarian you have always
tempered justice with human con-
sideration.

Your ability for organization,
devotion to duty, capacity for hard
work were well known and in Sep-

tember 1945 you were posted as

Engineer in Chief for the recons-
truction of the Dufferin Bridge across
the river Ganges at Banaras. The
work involved was to reconstruct the
bridge making it a  double line
hridge  with a concurrent overhead
roadway  without stopping any of
the fifty trains a day that were passing
over the bridge. This most intricate
ald  complicated piece of Bridge
Engineering was done for the first
time on the Indian Railways by you.
Mr. Ganapathy is 58 and he is
a graduate of the Madras Engi-

neering College.

A WRIT PETITIONY ADMITTED

A well-informed correspondent
writes from Bangalore:

Mr. Mirle -N. Lakshminaranappa, a
former  Advocate-General  of  Mysore
State, applied to the High Court, My-
sore State for a writ to quash the
allotment of sites in the Palace Or-
chards facing Bellary Road.

After inspection of the records of
the City Improvement Trust Board, he
made statements on oath that the allot-
ment contravened every provision made
hy that Board for the conduct of its
affairs. It allotted a site to the Chief
Minister of Kashmir, who made a for-
mal  application more than one year
after the preseribed date and long after
he was allotted the site. Next to the
Kashmir Chief Minister’s,  the Chief
Minister of Mysore was allotted a site,
even though he had not applied for it;
and his payment of the value was ac-
cepted long after the prescribed date
and in contravention of the bye-law
—according to  which the allotment
ought to have been cancelled. A for-
mer Chief Minister of Mysore was
allotted a site, again though he had
not applied for it, and while his wife
owned a house in Bangalore, which
fact {according to the bye-law) disen-
titled the husband for allotment. The
son of the Minister for Local Self-Gov-
ernment was allotted a site, though he
had not applied for it, and he was
recommended for exemption from pay-

“ment of half the value of the site

amounting to Rs. 9,000, on the ground

that he was a “political sufferer”. The
Advaocate-General of Mysore State owns
a house in Bangalore which, accord-
ing to a bye-law, disentitles his son to
get a site: yet the latter was allotted
one. The local Minister for Agricul-
ture and Social Welfare was allotted a
site. which he did not apply for. A
son of -a former prominent congressman
was allotted a site which the petitioner
had applied for, even though the allottee
had not sought it, and he has been
given time for a vear and half to pay
the value of the site, though the bye-
law prescribes only a maximum of five
months for it.

Five of the 12 allottees are promi-
nent congressmen and three others are
sons of equally prominent congress-
men. Of these, two are chief ministers
of States, one is a former colleague ot
theirs, another is a minister, and still
another a son of a minister. The son of
the Advocate-General, who is also a
congressman, got one.

The petitioner’s allegation is that the
distribution was mala fide and in vio-
lation of Article 14 of the Constitution
which enjoins equality before law, and
that the Board committed breach of
the trust imposed in it by statute, hy
unfairly  discriminating amongst  the
public who are its beneficiaries.

The High Court has admitted the
petition, and has ordered issue of no-
tices to all the allottees. The case is
expected to be disposed of shortly.
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Sore Throat was
Relieved Soon

His throat was sore and burn-
ing and his chest hurt terribly.
What should he do?

He went straight to his medi-
cine dealer for a bottle of
PEPS Throat and Chest
Tablets,

He began to suck those deli-
cious PEPS Tablets one b
one. The relief was wonderful. .
Soon the healing vapours had
helped to soothe the pain and
dispel germs. PEPS Throat and
Chest Tablets cleared his sore
throat very quickly.
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THE PERSONALITY CULT
(Continued from page 3)
single reason why the principles of
other  parties  should not  be
weighed by the people. This is
also an aspect of the personality
cult, to assume that the people
must accept conclusions without

reason or sufficient evidence.

If the Prime Minister is blamed
for this streak in his nature, the
people  who have supported it
cannot either escape their share.
It is Shakespeare who has very
aptly commented that It is not
that  Ceasar is a wolf but that
Romans are but sheep”! When
the Prime Minister claims respon-
sibility for whatever his ministers
do, it is primarilly he that is on
trial. It is an instance of emotion
and not intelligence that e
should be spared. The press can-
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hand.  Secondly, all publicity,
government as vell as newspaper,
lias projected Mr. Nehru, day in,
day out, as the only spokesman
of the Government and of India.
Thirdly, whether from design or
not, Mr. Nehru has  surrounded
Limself with ministers so pigmy
in stature that they inevitably
make the people think only of
him. Fourthly, the Congress Party
is now filled with a majority ol
self-seekers who can thrive only
by exaggerating the image of the
Prime Minister.

Will this personality cult col-
lapse under the pressure of the
distress the people have suffered
from the Congress? The hysterics
in which the Prime Minister has
been indulging of late have discre-

dited him with those who can read
and think. The vuast masses, how-
ever, remain under the spell of
his image built up for vears both
by government and the press. His
fine promises of a pilgrimage to
a Detter world still touch  them.
Fortunately for the country, such
Congress candidates as have been
disappointed at not getting the
‘tickets” for the coming elections,
are  now exposing not only the
mercenary qualities of the Con-
gress but also the clay feet of the
leader who fetches votes for the
party.  The elections may ring
down the curtain on personality
cult and usher in an Opposition
party  which would allow no
place for a dictator in our demo-
cracy.

TRAYONS
TRAYOPHANE

not escape the charge that it has
itself done *so. The communists
are guilty of the same fallacy.

DECEMBER 1961

P URCHASED { ,4‘\ Opening his p(;)lllcampuign, l\f'lr. . : l
¥ Dange charged the Congress  for V. ) versatile
920000 PAIRS OF M , o Setvion ‘ macerial for
\/// worker who during the 14 years e A e, modern

F OOTWEAR FROM \ \ ,;/:%‘ : of Congress rule had not received
VAS any relief but had been burdened
BATA INDIA

hygienic

N\ with more and more taxation”, but
yet wanted that Mr. Nehru should
not be opposed at the elections.
He did not possess the intelligence
or the honesty to realize that if
e the Congress had failed in this
: manner, it was the Prime Minister,
Vi e who monopolizes its  direction,
i l L3k = 2 who should be condemned and re-
1 . % jected. Perhaps he was being
‘ more subtle, trying to conceal that
the Prime Minister is communist,
while the Congress has still to
catch up with him!

Why should logic stop with the
people, when the Prime Minister
comes in the picture? History may
record that the people so accus-
tomed  to British rule  accepted
Mr. Nehru,  with his  Kashmiri
origin and forcign education, as .
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the ncarest substitute to the Bri-
tish. He has studiously kept this
split personality, even wearing
suits when abroad and constantly
emphasizing his Western ideation,
with a rose-bud stack in his
achkan and a swagger stick in his
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It has been recently reported from
Delhi—the  report not beinyg  contra-
dicted—that a private company with
4 nominal capital of Rs. 200 (the paid-
up capital may be less!) had approached
the Government for a loan of between
Rs. 15 and 16 crores and that the
Govermment  at the  highest level has
decided to grant the loan, only the
details of the grant of the loan and the
conditions remaining to be decided by
a Cabinet sub-committee.

This arrangement, if true, appears to
be both strange and without precedent.
The capital structure of a company was
till recently like a pyramid standing
solidly on its base. The equity capital
was the base on which stood the pre-
ference capital and over the top of both
the debentures, if any. For example,
if the equity capital was 10, the pre-
ference capital may not be more than
2 to 3, and the debentures less than
1 or 2, the interests of the last two
items being well secured by the ample
ratio by equity capital.

During very recent times, the pat-
tern of company financing has greatly
changed. Briefly put, large proportions
of the funds required are secured as
loans from the several investment cor-
porations, State, Central and others, the
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’NEW PATTERN OF CAPITAL FORMATION

preference capital is taken up by the
L.I.C. and the corporations referred to,
the managing agents subscribe for 10
to 15 per cent of the equity capital, the
State 10 per cent, foreign collaborators
10 to 15 per cent, and the balance is
thrown open to the general public
(which also the investment corpora-
tions underwrite and subscribe). Con-
sequently,  the stake of the genuine
public is small. On the other hand, with
l‘h_ese loans to be liguidated, payment
of interest charges, contribution to the
Dcvclopmcnt Fund, taxes and arrears
of preference dividend, the chances of
the equity share holder getting what
the prospectus usually advertises ‘as a
reasonable return’ loom more distant.
Notwithstanding  this, the shares are
taken up with-avidity, apparently not by
the normal investor but by the stag or
the speculator who wants the excitement
or expects to unload quickly with some
profit.

The fact of a company with a
nominal capital of Rs. 200 obtaining
promisc of a loan of Rs. 16 crores from
the Government looks like the sunimit
of a revolution in ideas! Or is there
a further hill to ascend?  Experience
has shown that shipping companies, whe-
ther in the private or public sector, re-
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(.[tlir(‘ very large capital. It is, there-
fore, strange that the Government should
agree to give such a large loan to a
company of sneh apparently poor and
unapproved  standing, however much it
may be bolstered up by increase of
capital and  bringing in of American
capital to participate in its cquity capi-
tal. But who can understand the ways
of improvidence? K. V. Iven

wired for permanence

[ XX]

PARAMI

CABLES

OVER 4 rma OF canLe wy ILACO HOusE

&oateactory ;. §. K. Miten 8 Co.
-

The lidian Cable Company Ltd.
..,,.’,.,....s‘.., ;r'::‘(’;:et, P, O. Box 514, Calcutta.
S¢dhcher-amne0anio, ding

L1 Y
. WADNAS.  NAGPUR,  MEw DELI,  awo SECUNDERABAD

cALCyUTYA
Lte

BRITISH INSULATED CALLENDER'S CABLES LD,
AMORE, BOMBAY, commpaTont, 1AMSHEDPUR,

15,004

-~

B AR . - -

January 27, 1962

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SWARAJYA

'THIN END OF INDOCTRINATION

Sir,—A proposed recommendation of
the Emotional Integration Committee,
which contains seeds of insidious pro-
pagation of the philosophy of one politi-
cal party, is the suggestion that the
head of a school should address the
students every day “on the lives and
speeches of well known personalities”.
It does not require much imagination to
foresee whose lives and  speeches will
be fed to the young nien day after day.
It is bad enoigh that the speechus ot
those in power are collected dnd pub-
lished at Government’s expense, but it
will be worse still if they are forced
into young ears. There is a difference,
a great deal of difference, between great
men who are great because a nation,
or the whole world, recognizes their
greatness out of its own free choice and
aninhibited judgment and the “Great-
ness” thrust on certain persons by the
votarics of the personality cult.  The
difference is very great and fundamen-
tal.

hile keeping young men  inform-
ed of the lives of great Indians was a
desirable function during the pre-Inde-
pendence days, when the ‘National lca-
ders were recognized, it would be a
serious danger to demoeraey if indoctri-
nation of young winds by the party in
power with the lives “and speeches’ (1)
of pscudo great men is permitted to
the exclusion of the ideas and ideals
of other sections of society. We have
aiready seen how, at Government ex-
pense, the ideals of the Congress Party,
as contained in the Third Five-Year
Plan, are being propagated at univer-
s'ties and colleges, while those who
wish to state their case against the pri-
orities and methods of the Plan are
kept out of that forum by official
pressure.

It is not a pleasant duty to oppose
the proposal to tell our young men
about our great men. It is our unfor-
tunate experience during the last decade
that cautions us against the adoption of
this totalitarian method to reduce the
whole nation to one-party ideology and
the worship of “The big brother”.
Bangalore P. H. S. Rao

VOTE THE CONGRESS OUT
Sir.—Many people blame the socio-
system of today: but the
fanlt is not in the fahric of our socio-
econamic system, It is the people wh‘o
manage things that arc not highly fiioti-
vated, 'Things were not out of joint
twenty yeard ngn. Were we it happy
thenp

economic

So the time has now come when we
have to act diligently and wiscly. The
Congress which has polluted the texture
of our entire life needs to be defeated.
It is not the Congress alone that is to
be blamed. The blame in great part
rests with us, the voters, because- it is
we who have returned Congress ML As
and M.Ps to power. So it behoves us
to act betimes, and dethrone the Con-
gress from power at this crucial juncture.
It we succeed, it is well and good for
the entire population. But if we fail,
uothing that we do later will be of any
avail.

Kallakurichi C. S. VALENTINE

SPURT IN DEVELOPMENTAL
ACTIVITY

Sir,—As a commercial traveller, 1
have heen touring the States of Orissa,
Andhra, Madras, Kerala  and  Mysore
frequently.  Of late, since the last six
months. there has been a sudden spurt
in developmental activities in these re-
gions. To cite but a few instances: a
wew railway  station was being newly
opened on the Vijayawada-Waltair line
very  recently, new waiting - rooms at
come stations on the Khwrda Road-Puri
line are being constructed, foundation-
stones for many new buildings and pro-
jects are being laid down in  recent
months, Sattur, a small town in Madras
State, was being supplied with electri-
city very recently. It appears what had
not been attempted, during the last
four and half years, has been achieved
during these very few months—syn-
chronising with the approaching gene-
ral elections.

What is a'l this but part of election
tactics to deceive the gullible voters
on the eve of the elections?

{Camp) Puri AV.P.

—

CONGRESS PRESIDENT'S
‘IPSE DIXIT

Sir,—It was really surprising that
Mr. N. Sanjeeva Reddi shou'd have
categorically stated that “elections are
an insignificant event in our national
life and to anyone who takes an objec-
tive and detached view of things, it was
far more exciting to take part in the
rapid changes of our social fabric than
in getting involved in the niomentary
excitement of fighting  clections”.

If elections are insignificant, what
else is significant in a democracy? Any
objective view s constrctive and every
detached view is impartial but to say

Swarajya welcomes cominerts
and criticisms by readers on
matters of gencral public interest.
In view of the size of the pural,
however, letters should not exceed
300 words. —Editor

that elections are insignificant is neither
objective vor detached. No doubt,
constructive  work is more important
than preparing, fighting and winning
elections but the ruling party derives
its mandate {rom the electorate, and if
it considers rencwing its power of au-
thority as meaningless and a nuisance,
it looks as if it is more interested in
holding on to power and fears a pos-
sible reverse to it.

The  unsophisticated voter in  this
country is not totally ignorant of his
rights, responsibilitics and reactions. It
appears  that a clause prohibiting all
parties  from ridiculing democracy s
exceedingly necessary in the ‘code of
conduct’ for political parties.

YeTI

STRONG OPPOSITION
NEEDED

Sir,—The Congress is charged with
total failure in guarding the national
boundaries on the Chinese side. There
is the Third Plan to be executed, on
loans to be taken from our ‘Western
friends’. The Swutantra Party has cri-
ticized the Congress for rendering our
national economy cmaciated and hollow.
There are monster evils like unemploy-
ment and soaring prices of food-stuffs.
These are but some of the dark clouds
that hang over us, threatening an im-
minent crisis.

Rajaji had rightly emphasized the
need of a different schedule for
holding elections to Parliament se-
parately.  But the powers that
be have decided otherwise. So
the electorate has to be more alert in
the choice of its representatives to Par-
liament. Only a strong Opposition
party in Parliament or a cpalition gov-
ernment can save the nation from the
impending disaster of the engulfing tide
of Chinese aggression.

It is to be hoped that the people have
a clearer’ vision to see the futility
of voting the Congress to power, dis-
regatding the iinportance of a strong
Opposition. The ‘emiphasis must shift to
elections to Parlianient.  The halo of
“fighters of Freedon’, which the Con-
gress leaders vulgarly boast of, should
not  be used as Sikhandi to  deceive
the electorate, nor the latter allow itself
to he deecived, AUBODA
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THE SUPREME ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL IN FRANCE

The fifty-sccond paragraph (Pub-
lic Services) of the Swatantra
Party’s manifesto says:

In order to check corruption and
the arbitrary infringement of the
rights of citizens, the party will
press for the establishment of an
independent authority at the Cen-

tre and in the States like the
Ombudsmann in  Scandinavian
countries  to investigate  into the

grievances of citizens and into ad-
ministrative vagaries and give due
redress. :

The Ombudsmann in the Scan-
dinavian  countries  helps  the
citizen to get administrative,
non-justiciable wrongs enquired
into and set right. The Conseil
d'Etat performs this same func-
tion in a legal, public way in
France. An illuminating book on
the working of this French tri-
bunal has been brought to my
notice by Mr. C. Ramakrishna,
a young advocate- of Madars. His
Cambridge master Prof. C. J. Ham-
son’s Executive Discretion and
Judicial Control is a most inter-
esting and first-rate exposition of
this French Court of Administra-
tive Appeal. Prof. Hamson’s expo-
sition is admirably clear and force-
ful. T would commend this book
of 200 pages to every public-spi-
rited lawver in India and to all
freedom-loving politicians.

The book begins with a well-
deserved tribute and admission of
the spirit of justice that p?rvades
the laws and the institutions of
England. On the spring hoard of
this admission, Prof. Hamson

By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

makes his criticism of the pre-
sent tendency of the British cxe-
cutive to overrule the rule of law
and, as far as possible, to evade
the judicial examination of its do-
ings. It is a tendency not only
in Britain but everywhere in par-
liamentary democracies. It is well
that the attention of statesmen
and lawyers is brought to this re-
markable institution of the Con-
scil d'Etat of France by a Fellow
of Trinity College and Professor
of Comparative Law in the Cam-
bridge University.

“Our law and custom is but the
embodiment from time to time of
the sense of justice inherent in
the nation.” This tribute to the
genius  of his own countrymen
holds a general truth of great im-
portance. Every nation has its in-
herent characteristic and it in-
forms all the laws and institutions
that are evolved. Where anything
is enacted contrary to this ethos,
it soon breaks down in spite of
every effort; and it takes corrupt
shapes of all kinds to the detri-
ment of national life. The ethos
of the Indian people is dharma in
which freedom is interwoven.
Laws enacted ignoring or conflict-
ing with this national genius are
made only to be evaded. They
worsen  the conditions, to cure
which they are made.

Prof. Hamson deplores the pre-
sent tendency to restrict the scope

of judicial authority and to re-

serve more and more domains for
the executive’s non-justiciable de-

cision. He points out the French
contrast and commends the Con-
seil dEtat for keen study. The
control exercised by the courts in
parliamentary democracies is in-
creasingly reduced so as to cover
only the formal external legality
of any administrative act. “It is
not impracticable,” affirms the
Professor, “as is supposed by some,
that the executive should be
effectively subjected to a rule of
law. The French have succeeded
in the undertaking.” It is essential
to the survival of any rule of law,
savs Prof. Hamson, that the exe-
cutive should be subjected to
some rule of law. “To allow the
great and increasing power of the
executive (in what is called the
‘Welfare  State”) to be exercised
against the individual, arbitrarily
~—that is to say, according to its
own will—runs counter to that
profound conviction of the para-
mount importance of manifest
justice which has created and in-
forms ‘éur institutions.” “In mo-
dern political society, and not
least in the Welfare State, the
powers of the executive necessa-
rily increase. With the increase
of its powers, there has come a
steadily increasing  autonomy of
the executive; it has quite literally
become a law unto itself.” What
the Professor savs about England
applies with double force to
India. Step by step the jurisdic- .
tion of the courts is steadily re-
duced leaving the discretion of
the cxecutive completely free and
arbitrary. i

Bharathao
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o Conseil d'Etat in  France
ex{:::?ses appellate authority over
the grounds and the sgl?stance of
all administrative decisions even
of the highest ministers of ’the
State. To support this conclusion,
Prof. Hamson gives a full-length-
exposition of a leading case dis-
posed of by the Conseil d’Etat.
It leaves nothing in doubt as to the
owers exercised by that tribu-
nal. The Conseil dEtat holds
firmly to the principle that if a
minister is to be ‘satisfied’, he
must as minister have reasonable
grounds upon which the satisfac-
tion is based; and having such
grounds, he is automatically under
duty to disclose them to the com-
petent court should that court so
require. The bare statement of
Mr. X, who may happen to be
minister, declaring that he is, or
believes himself to be, satisfied
cannot be enough. French law-
yers, Prof. Hamson says, would be
amazed to be told that in Eng-
land such a mere declaration is
deemed enough to support the le-
gality of an executive act. The
legality of an administrative act
cannot rest on a mere ritualistic
formula. Under the French sys-
tem the administrative officer or
minister is compelled to justify an
impugned act before the Conseil
d Etat in the presence of the
plaintiff and the public, and the
procedure permits each to pro-
duce its case and to see and to
answer the whole case produced
on the other side, and the Con-
seil’'s decision if different from
that of the minister, over-rules
the latter’s orders. The Conseil
goes into the facts alleged in sup-
port of the justification if those
facts are challenged.

The Conseil d’Etat is not a
body hostile to the administration.
Its business is to see that the ad-
ministration acts reasonably. The
over-riding principle is that an
administrative act is a proper and
lawful act only if it is reasonable,
the opposite of capricious or
arbitrary.

The standard of behaviour at-

"~ tained by the Civil Service as a

' class in England certainly was

- - and perhaps still is, says the Pro-
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fessor, higher than that attained
in France. “Our condition would
be more intolerable than it is, had
our Civil Service been poorer in
quality. But the civil servant in
England suffers a gross profes-
sional deformation not by reason
of any naturally inherent vice, but
mainly by reason of the condi-
tion in which he operates, namely,
as the bearer collectively of a
power which is as great as it is
arbitrary”. With admirable frank-
ness Prof. Hamson says: “For that
rofessional ~deformation others
Eesides the civil servant are res-
ponsible—the politician in no
small degree, the judges yet more
so, but most of all probably we,
the subjects who by our inert
selfishness and supine acquiesc-
ence not only condone this state
of affairs but actually encourage
to their worst excesses the con-
scientious experts”. And in India,
let us remember the Civil Service
inherits the baneful tradition of
autocracy and anti-judicial atti-
tude that necessarily prevailed
under the regime of British colo-
nial rule. The Civil Service in India
has inherited and retains the old
regime’s disregard of citizens’
rights and contempt for the judi-
cial machinery. The old bureau-
cracy had utter contempt for the
politician,  This alone has given
way. The contempt is replaced by
cynical subservience to the politi-
cian in power and influence and
by a more easy conscience in re-
gard to injustice. The change is
from bad to worse. The profes-
sional  deformation of the Civil
Service in India, to use Prof.
Hamson’s phrase, is much more
grievous in this country than in

England.

The case cited and fully ex-
plained by Prof. Hamson is note-
worthy from many points of view.
An executive decision was made
by a Secretary of State in a mat-
ter wherein he exercised an ob-
viously highly discretionary power
—that is whether a young man
could be disqualified for employ-
ment in the public service in view
of his dossier. The power he exer-
cised was one Ianglly delegated
to him by the Prime Minister

: % PR G
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himself. - The Secretary of State
decided that the young man’s ap-
plication to enter the Civil 8ervice
could not be allowed. This young
man’s station in life was quite
humble. Yet he had no difficulty
under the French system in bring-
ing his complaint, as a matter of
right, before the Conseil d’Etat.
The cost was not more than 2s 6d
and the procedure entirely infor-
mal. The proceedings of the Con-
seil - d'Etat ended in this case,
after an examination of the data
claimed, in a judgment against
the Government and in a legally
effective order annulling the de-
cision. As a matter of course in
France, by a regular and extre-
mely inexpensive process, the
humblest aggrieved subject can
effectively bring up and place for
full examination before a regu-
larly constituted body an act done
in the performance of the most
highly discretionary power. What
is very important is that apart from
the diligence of the complaining
party, the Conseil d’Etat itself
participates in the preparation of
the case. The Conseil considers
itself to be the gurdian of the
good character of the administra-
tion and for that reason is all the
more particular to publicly exa-
mine its proceedings.

Legislative formulae with which
we are only too familiar, like “if
to the Government it appears de-
sirable in the public interest,”
would not in France take any case
out of jurisdiction of the Conseil,
but they would be taken as a
direct invitation to the Conseil to
satisfy itself that the minister had
acted as a minister ought to. The
Conseil goes not only into the
apparent legality of the adminis-
trative act, but into the facts. The
Conseil acts as judge of the ad-
ministration in the best long-term
interests of the administration
itself, immediately affording to
the subject redress against what
it considers to be a wrong.

In a certain case the Conseil

entertained a . complaint and

ordered a passport to issue, where
it had been denied on grounds of .
public interest. It has entertained

~a complaint against an expulsion

ok
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order passed by the Minister of
the Interior. In fact, there is no
power vested in the executive into
the exercise of which the Conseil
d’Etat will today hold itself to
be incompetent to inquire. If
power is exercised on the ground
of the existence of a particular
fact, then the truth of that fact
must be made out to the satisfac-
tion of the tribunal. The com-
plainant will succeed in having the
decision annulled upon proof of
the falsity of the fact, or if the
administration fails to support its
case. The colour of reasonableness
.is not enough to sustain an order;
the complainant can question the
truth of the fact relied upon and
put the Government on its
defence.

In our country as in England
ultra vires increasingly controls
only the formal, external legality
of the case. The French adminis-
trative lawyer would be shocked
to see how greatly government in
England (and India) remains
judge in its own case.

The argument that Parliament
can control and call the adminis-
tration to account is misleading.
Every one knows how singularly
unfitted Parliament is to conduct
the examination of particulars
which an enquiry into a specific
complaint requires.

The greater the scope for inter-
vention by the administration in
the life and affairs of the citizens,
and the greater the influence of
the potitician over administrative
acts, the greater is the need-for
a tribunal like the Conseil d’Etat
of France (or the Ombudsmann of
the Scandinavian countries) which
can go into the case when a com-
plaint is made, in the same man-
ner as a superior’ administrative
officer and one qualified to inquire
fully could do, and give effec-
tive judgment on the impartiality
or fairness brought into question,
and issue a positive administra-
tive order in lieu of what is found
erroneous or unfair. All those

interested in reform should read

Prof. Hamson’s illuminating book,
which is published by Stevens and

Sons Limited, London.
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THE TIRUCHENDUR STORY

[This statement was issued by Rajaji at Tirunelveli on
24-1-62 to the PTI, the Inpian Exrpress, the Hinou

and the MaiL.]

The public would be mystified
at the strange manner in which the
nomination of the Swatantra
candidate, Mr. Thangasami
Nadar of Tirunelveli, was with-
drawn on 23rd January so as to
make Mr. T. T. Krishnamachari’s
election at Tiruchendur uncon-
tested.

According to my scheduled tour
programme, I left Madurai for
Tirunelveli which I reached at
10-30 in the morning of January
23rd.  Soon after my arrival, I
heard ugly rumours that some-
thing underhand had been going
on over the Tiruchendur parlia-
mentary constituency and that
Mr. Thangasami Nadar was going
to withdraw his candidature. I
could not believe the bad stories
that were related to me and
thought that as there was a meet-
ing of candidates and  select
workers scheduled for 2 pm.

ABOLISH . LAND
REVENUE

- Swatantya Manifesto

that day, I should be able then
to judge after talking to Mr.
Thangasami.

I learnt from Mr. Doraisami
Nadar of Tuticorin that he had
met Mr. Thangasami Nadar the
previous night and questioned
him politelv about the ugly ru-
mours, and that the latter said that
a huge sum of money had been
offered to him but he had rejected
the temptation. At the 2 p.m.
mecting, I was surprised to note
that Mr. Thangasami did not
come. Enquiries had been made
at his residence but he was not to
be found. About 2-30 p.m., I was
informed that Mr. Thangasami
had his official withdrawal put in,
and his cousin had been seen get-
ting into the same car with Mr.
T. T. Krishnamachari’s friends in
the Returning Officer’s compound

after the business was over, and
that he probably left for Madurai
and from there by air for Mad-
ras. At 5 p.m. an envelope ad-
dressed to me at Tirunelveli was
delivered to me, on opening which
I found an undated letter from
Mr. Thangasami Nadar stating
that he was withdrawing his
candidature on account of his
inability to cope with his power-
tul opponent, and he did not
wish to waste his own or the
party’s funds over such an un-
equal contest.

Mr. Thangasami Nadar had
signed three forms pledging him-
self, according to the prescribed
rules, that he would not withdraw
his candidature on ‘any account,
unless so directed by the party.
It was strange that Mr. Thanga-
sami broke this pledge without so
much as consulting or taking
advise from, or even so much as
informing Mr. Ramasami Konar,
the President or any other office-
hearer of the party in Tirunelveli.
It was stranger still that, although
I was in Tirunelveli on the 23rd
from 10-30 a.m., Mr. Thangasami
did not see me about it, and he
also absented' himself from the
meeting of candidates and work-
ers scheduled to meet at 2 p.m.,
of which he had of course notice.
For a bona fide withdrawal there
was time till the 25th instant.

I looked up the letter and found
it bore no date but the Tirunelveli
postal date stamp showed it had
been posted at 3 p.m. of the 23rd.
Obviously, =~ Mr.  Thangasami
thought it was good to write off
that letter to me carrying the ex-
planation already mentioned but
did not like to see me before or
after his withdrawal. This strange
event does not redound to the
credit of any of the parties con-
cerned. If the friends who manag-
ed this believe that it would do
good to Mr. T. T. Krishnama-
chari, they are sadly mistaken.

They have done him great harm,
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CURRENT EVENTS::

Indira Gandhi who will s}'wrtly_
dtake over” the presidentship of
the Congress was on a barnstorm-
ing tour down South, whep she
addressed an election meeting at
Quilon, where she insiﬁted on the
favourite court-doctrine that the
Congress  Party in the country
alone can save the nation and
“deliver the goods”. Dr. Ram
Manohar Lohia who has filed his
nomination papers challenging her
father’s candidature, in order to
prove that the whole thing con-
trolled by the ruling party with
jts hold on government-machi-
nery, is a rigged election cam-
paign, once plainly described the
Prime Minister as the Leader of
the Government and the Leader
of the Opposition rolled into one;
the presence of any third party in
the set-up must needs be an
anomaly, and the Prime Minister
is lashing right and left at parties
which have a separate existence,
particularly the Swatantra Party,
with reactionary intentions foisted
on its leaders and the manifesto.
To quote a recent speech of the
Congress _supremo: “We are
agents of Destiny”. To quote In-
dira’s imperious definition of soli-
darity amongst the faithful, we
may as well recall the early con-
ception of the Catholic Church in
the Athanesian creed:

Whosoever will be saved, before
all things it is necessary that he hold
the Catholic Faith,

Which Faith except every man
do keep whole and undefiled, with-
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out- doubt he shall perish everlast-
ingly. .
& L] o«

Mr. R. S. Mani writing in a
Calcutta paper on C.R’s article
captioned “A Little Arithmetic”,
says that the story of exiguous
income per capita in India at Rs.
25 a month merely makes him a
greater socialist in the belief that
enhancement lies in the socialistic
pattern adopted for the nation at
the Avadi Congress. In one of
the early debates on tripartite
co-operation as the basis of eco-
nomic development, the late Sar-
dar Patel bluntly told the egalita-
rians that production should pre-
cede distribution, since the sEar-
ing of poverty could not make for
welfare. The estimate of Rs. 25
per mensem is the same as the
assessment of Indian economists
belonging to the Sydenham Col-
lege of Commerce in the second
decade of the century, when their
calculation led to a national in-
come of Rs. 300 a year, for each

_citizen as a flat average. In other

words, the figure happens to re-
main unchanged as the monthly
dividend of Rs. 25 with one diffe-
rence. In the current economic
stagnancy madrked by sparkling
experimentation, the average
Indian keeps earning the same
total, in four-anna rupees, thanks
to merry inflation and overnight
labour in the Nasik Printing Press.
According to a crude old proverh,
you cannot indefinitely feed a dog
on his own tail. He won’t have
even that appurtenance to wag, in
proof of simulated. gratitude.

] ° L]

The claim of the ruling party
that before long our manufac-
tures under the Third Five-Year
Plan will result in a large volume
of exports to reduce trade-deficits,
is being freely aited by tub-thum-
pers canvassing votes. The main
hurdle towards self-sufficiency
lies. in agricultural output, even

.

if we ignore gorgeous installations

in the public sector; and even as
planners. talk in terms of crores,
there is belated agreement now

S
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among economists that the esti-
mates of resources call for recon-
sideration, especially to prop up
public enterprise which statistici-
ans have figured out as yielding
profits up to Rs. 300 crores. What
was said in the draft outline about
lump-sums out of additional taxa-
tion is feared as being phoncy, far
from the focus of economic rea-
lism. The Finance Minister has
warned us about coming taxation
which is conceivable in terms of
screwing up  excise-duties and
raising income-tax to a degree
that would cause a spurt in wage-
levels and lowering returns on in-
vestments on the slump. This
vision of a dog chasing its own
tail has become more vivid to
critics who regard national eco-
nomy as something apart from
party-propaganda. In a cold piece
of advice which that sanguine
Ambassador of the U.S., Mr. J. K.
Galbraith, gave, he remarked:
“Borrowing is no substitute for
carning by exports. 1 venture (o
think that any friend of India will
view with some concern the rather
uninspiring behaviour of Indian
exports in the last five years”.
L] [} »

In the present predicament of
shortages on India’s food front,
wisdom bids us to diminish reli-
ance on imports in the name of
“Food for Peace” as Americans
name their consignments abroad.
It is all very well for some of our
ministers to declare in their post-
prandial expansion at bhanquets
honouring  foreign visitors, that
before long India would export
grain out of bursting harvests en-
gineered through Plans. For the
Prime Minister. there is comfort
in the supreme panacea of “co-
operative planning” of the Nag-
pur Resolution, With his usual
disregard for facts and figures,
the Prime Minister said during
his Gorakhpur visit that “Indian
agriculture would have no future
without encouraging co-operative
farming”. Coaxing the voters, he
told his audience -that “peasants
with small holdings could not im-

prove their lot except by adopting-

co-operative methods”, Who, can

question the virtue of things like
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co-operation in human affairs for
integrated harmony? His New
Year wish was that 1962 should
be known as the “Year of Co-
operation”.

&°* » *

Who would question the merit
of co-operation? Some medieva-
lists and feudalists might perhaps
like to hark back to the 16th
century (naming no names), but it
is really a problem that must be

" judged by the experience of farm-

ing and the actual record of co-
operatives. To quote Mr. Nehru:
You should not allow yourselves to
be deluded by these parties. If you
like co-operative farming, you can
have it voluntarily. There is not going
to be the slightest compulsion in this,
What is more, if you do not like it
you can always go back to your indi-
vidua! farming.

The picture given is grotesque
as if it were going in and out of
a fruit-stall at a market exhibition!
Once a member comes under the
rules of co-operative discipline,
he cannot stroll out whistling,
with all his interests realized, to
take an independent plunge at
some other turn of the agro-eco-
nomic current, Human nature
does not suddenly change in
spite of the Prime Minister’s
appeal to become “passionately
dedicated to unity” and prove
their zeal by voting Congress.
These are matters calling for a
dispassionate outlook, and random

jugglery with words and phrases - |

will not give the peasant an extra
meal.
-] @ o

No one will be surprised at
President Kennedy’s interest in a
settlement of the Kashmir dispute.
Eugene Black has been mentioned
as an arbitrator with both sides
shying at the prospect. According
to Mr. Krishna Menon there is
nothing to do except to ask Pak-
istan to vacate aggression, since
anything less would amount to
our “compounding with felony”.
Whilst Pakistan has nabbed 42,000
square miles, China has  grabbed
only 12,000 square miles which,
of “course, makes Pakistan mtore
than thrice-culpable and deserv-
ing of condign action, if necessary
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alonc. When the war ended, the
Kashmir problem had been on the
boil. America had proposed Admi-
ral Chester Nimitz as an accept-
able umpire, but that enthusiast
had to fade away. The UNCIP
took its turn and it is still nomi-
nally in charge of the problem
despite filibustering debates in
the UN. The Chief Justice of Aus-
tralia was soon on the spot as an
impartial authority, Sir Owen
Nixon. Pakistan showed no dispo-
sition to appear as a felonious ag-
gressor. Wranglings and ambus-
cades across the make-shift line of
cease-fire have been continuously
in progress, productive of little
beyond protests and rejections. To
abate the running sore, Dr. Frank
Graham was deputed and even
today there is a cubicle in the
UN building where his report re-
mains shelved. In Mr. Menon’s
cyes, a battle royal of words
would end in India’s triumph.
Bakshi Ghulam Mohammed said
at a pro-Menon meeting in North
Bombay that China and Pakistan
were “co-culprits”; but judged by
the test of area, Pakistan is the
major aggressor and China a Bor-
stal delinquent. In the midst of
this whirlpool, Mr. Jayaprakash
Narain says that there would be
no peace until the two neighbour-
ing countries, India and Pakistan,
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gear their course in foreign affairs
and defence on, to reach the struc-
ture of a confederation, realizing
the main danger to their territorial
integrity. Some serious corres-
pondence between Washington
and New Delhi seems to be made
alive, but Mr. Eugene Black may
find the course as hard as his
predecessors in the quest of good-
will  which Mr. lliffe did not
have to face in the solution of
the canal waters dispute through
a treaty guaranteed by credit-
worthy nations.
£ -3 o

Meanwhile Mr. Nehru at the
Srikrishnapuri Congress has ex-
pressed his ‘amazement’ at Pakis-
tan’s hostility to India and the
language of illwill adopted. As
Mr. Nehru in election-propaganda

-has become rambling in his con-

demnation of critics, one may ask
whether it is not misguided ani-
mosity on his part to denounce
Opposition critics in  India as
‘communalists’ and the disciples of
Jinnal’. It is not necessary that
Jinnah’s memory should be che-
rished in India, but seeing that
e is Pakistan’s hero, like our own
national idols, on their respective
pedestals, Pakistan too might
complain of an unfriendly atmos-
phere being created when we de-
plore symptoms of hostility in

Now, it is the"voters'{ turn to reply
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Rawalpindi’s reactions.” ‘If the
Prime Minister has time to spare,
he should read the Swatantra
Party’s manifesto to make some of
his recriminatory talk relevant.
Also a few moments for a reperu-
sal of Bernard Shaw’s Devil's Dis-

ciple.
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Leaving aside the havoc ascrib-
ed to Jinnah’s disciples” in India,
many would like to remind the
Prime Minister how he had ob-
served not long ago that India
should learn to live with the Chi-
nese problem for as dreary a
period as 40 or 50 years, before
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the Chinese could see reason and
trek back home. As to the mate-
rialization of that improbability in
the stage of quisling-cliques ‘and
ginger-groups in our own country,
we shall not be alive then to
watch the worth of his counsel.

P.J.
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WORKING OF S. T. C.
By A.D. SHROFF

There is an Indian proverb
which says that where the king
takes to trading, the subjects go
abegging. The operations of the
State Tarding . Corporation 1in
India since 1956 seem to bear evi-
dence of the ill-effects of State
trading implied in this proverb.

The Corporation was set up in
1956 with a view to increasing
trade with communist countries
where trade is handled on a mono-
polistic basis by the State. One (.)f
the main arguments advanced in
favour of creating the Corpora-
tion was that competition betwecen
Indian traders, while dealing with
communist countries, was result-
ing in a loss of precious foreign
exchange and, therefore, the
STC was necessary. Unfortunately,
the activies of the STC, after its
formation, have proved that it
was merely an instrument for im-
plementing the ideological policy
of extending the economic power
of the State. Within a few months
of ‘the formation of the Corpora-
tion, the entire internal distribu-
tion of cement in India was taken
up by it. The pattern of the STC’s
dealings was also revealed by this
particalar  activity. While the
organized marketing agencies of
cement producers continued to
look after the actual distribution
work, by merely acting as a fifth
wheel, the STC got an over-rid-
ing commission!

The growth of the STC
has resulted in displacing esta-
blished channels of trade. Hund-
reds of traders who have been
rendering a fine service to the
community have been driven to
the wall, because of the expanding
bureaucracy which is subject
neither to the vicissitudes of the
market nor to the test of effici-
ency. Their knowledge of business

techniques leaves much to be de-

sired. ~ That bureaucratic _me-
thods are unsuitable for blls;ne'ss
deals was amply demonstrated in
the case of a recent sugar deal
with Pakistan, in ‘which the Cor-

poration had to suffer a loss of Rs..

Rs. 1.1 lakhs as it had failed to send

a telegram in time and the deal
was cancelled by the other party.
According to a report in the press,
“although the Corporation has a
foreign business management con-
sultant on its payroll, it has paid
scant attention to his recommen-
dations in the recruitment of
senior staff.”

Two . other disturbing aspects
of the operations of the STC are
the profiteering it indulges in at
the cost of consumers and the
loss of foreign exchange by its
clumsy handling of business deals.

When the internal distribution
of cement was taken over by the
STC, a higher price was charged
on the plea that imported cement
cost more than indigenous cement,
and, therefore, a pool price had
to be fixed to subsidize the loss
incurred on that account. Subse-

quently, although cement imports -

were discontinued owing to fore-
ign exchange crisis, the pool price
was maintained. The Parliamen-
tary Estimates Committee, in its
86th Report, commented adverse-
ly on this abuse of monopolistic
position and profiteering at the
cost of the consumer. It observed:
During the period of one year from
Ist July 1958 to 30th June, 1957,
the STC imported 2,27,254.tons of
cement. The total cost of the im-
ported - cement including the cost of
acquisition, etc., was Rs. 287.839 lakhs
and the total amount of sale price,
valug of closing stock and value of
stock in transit was Rs. 239.88 lakhs.
Thus the excess of cost of the im-
ported cement over the value rea-
lized therefrom was Rs. 47.53 lakhs,
As against this, the STC sold
during the yecar 50,48,837 tons of
_ indigenous cement in the country
and recovered from the consumers
import subsidy amounting to the
extent of Rs. 353.42 lakhs, at the
rate of Rs. 7 per ton.
Thus deducting the loss of
Rs. 47.53 lakhs incurred on import-
ed cement, the STC carned a surplus
of Rs. 308 lakhs on account of the
import subsidy only during the year.
The Committee considers it most
inappropriate that, in addition to the
considerable revenue raised by levy
of high excise duty, the Government
should have taken advantage of its

monopoly in raising substantial addi-
tional revenues by fixing high prices
for cement. It is of the opinion that
if such additional revenue had to be
raised, it should have been done
through a specific taxation measure
with the approval of Parliament and
not under executive action by charg-
ing higher prices for an essential
commodity like cement,

Now a very disturbing as-

"pect of the STCs export

deals has come to the fore.
That concerns rupee payment
arrangements entered into by the
STC with communist countries.

Mr. Murarji J. Vaidya, Presi-
dent of the Indian Council of
Foreign Trade, has pointed out
that “the commodities which have
been exported from here (by
STC under rupee payment ar-
rangements) have found their way
into our normal foreign markets
at prices lower than those which
we would have earned by direct
exports to those countries and
which, therefore, have resulted in
a shrinkage of our exports to the
Western countries both in terms
of volume and value. These facts
have often been brought to the
notice of those who are in charge
of planning and regulation of our
foreign trade. But so far, the facts
of the situation have not only been
ignored, but their very existence
has been denied. It is, therefore,
not surprising that our foreign
exchange position is deteriorating
instead of improving.”

It is also necessary to investi-
gate the charge that the rupee
accumulated in India by foreign
governments, under the rupee
payment arrangements, are being
used to finance political activities
which aim at the subversion of our
Constitution. Apart from the
damage that the STC has done to
our foreign trade and to esta-
blished traders by throwing them
out of business, if the above
charge be true, it will then have
the unenviable distinction of hav-
ing contributed substantially to
the undermining of our democra-
tic Constitution.

It is high time that the activi-
ties of the STC are restrained and
a thorough investigation into its
working is instituted, instead of
proposing further expansion.
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But why a bullock-cart?

No country has ever advanced industrially
without the ability to improvise.

Trailers are few and we just can't wait.
This transformer weighs 22 tons.

From our works at Tiruvottiyur, where we have
the most modern and up-to-date plant for pro-
cessing and for the manufacture of transformers
upto 30 MVA. 132 KV., we oftentimes bullock.
cart transformers to Salt Cotaurs for onward
transport to destination.

Till we have a trailer of our own this mode of
transport will have to do!

7500 kVA 6.6;33 kY
Hackbridge-Hewittic & Easun
Power Transformer

for Maunathbhanjan Substation
in Uttar Pradesh.
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EASUN ENGINEERING CO. LTD,,

5.7. SECOND LINE BEACH, MADRAS-|.
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EASUN-OTTERMILL

OIL CIRCUIT BREAKERS
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DEFENCE DOUBLY INSECURE
By POTHAN JOSEPH

In the art of free wrestling,
athletes dread a catch known as
the death-lock, a hold against
which there is no escape because
delay in surrender would involve
fatal crack of the bones to pre-
vent which the umpire intervenes
with a few counts, Imagine a
gymnasium-professor offering to
teach pupils a full course of exer-
cise but subject to the condition
that the mystique of the death-
lock shall never be mentioned
during the course. Imagine also a
rival establishment where the
drastic practice is part of the
curriculum. In such a situation, it
would be the courting of folly to
enter a candidate from the first
stadium with the hope of winning
in a spectacular fight, however
much victory might be claimed in
advance by beat of drum,

This analogy is intended to test
the merit of Prime Minister
Nehru’s logic in the “go-to-hell”
speech inaugurating  his  pro-
Menon campaign in Bombay, On
the cantankerous claim that it
would be an insult to his
own intelligence if Mr, Me-
non’s representative status were
?uestioned in matters of policy,
oreign as well as economic, it is
hardly necessary to dwell, when
our limited purpose is to analyse
the praise bestowed by Mr. Neﬁ’ru

on the Defence Minister as the _

architect of India’s military build-
up which in five years has trans-
formed India’s strength both in
personnel, and, what is known as

no less important, in the produc-
tion of devastating weapons to
make India self-sufficient. As the
organizer of future victories
against aggressors, we could make
an estimate without any more
flambuoyant references to India’s
strategy in the recovery of Goa—
a subject that has become stale
in controversy and which, accord-

ing to Dean Rusk’s pledge, will

not affect President Kennedy's
adherence to his plan of despatch-
ing aid, grants, E)od-stocks, tech-
nical service, peace-brigades, etc.,
to support India’s welfare-pro-
grammes. With that undertalging
reinforced by Ambassador Gal-
braith’s personal message, we
have much of the anxiety, caused
by Adlai Stevenson’s disapproval,
comfortably removed from the
possible sequel of Western criti-
cism. Mr, Nehru is in exultant
mood about his foreign policy
which is humbly expounded by
Mr. Menon in world-forums
and which has won encomium
throughout the world. It should
at the same time be supplemented
with the paraphernalia of defence,
of self-sufficient defence, as long
as resort to war remains unbanish-
ed from the world according to
his incessant appeals. The P.M.
is in delight that Mr. Krishna
Menon brought the spirit of dyna-
mism and creativeness to our
defence organization. Certainly
compared with his predecessors,
Mr. Krishna Menon is a live-wire.
Our first Defence Minister was

'

GALORE -

RAM MOHAN

WORLD TRAVEL SERVICE

With more than three hundred correspondents in India and foreign
countries, Ram Mohan offers a world-wide Travel Service that includes
air, steamship, rail and bus tickets, hotel and resort reservations,
escorted and independent tours, sightseeing by motor-coach or private
automobile, uniformed representatives to aid patrans while travelling
abroad, assistance with passports and visas, accident and baggage
insurance and, of course, the famous blue American Express Travellers
Cheques.

RAM MOHAN & CO. PRIVATE LIMITED
Komlx:l Gowda x%ad.

362,N.8.C. Bose Road,
' MADRAS- 1

February 3, 1962

Sardar Baldev Singh whose con-
tribution was negligible except
for an accumualtion of “Baldev
Singh stories” in army clubs. N,

Gopalaswami Iyengar was no rifle-

man at the head of the Defence
Ministry, he being more of a civil
administrator; and he, as a for-
mer Prime Minister of Kashmir,
had to speak for India in UN de-
bates. Comparatively a  young
man, Mr. Menon can'be conceded
laurels on both tests. As for Dr.
K. N. Katju, he, in his turn, can-
not be placed in the same street
as Mr. Krishna Menon who gave
colour to his reshuffling of person-
nel as  well as his passion to
laur.lch factories, in order to make
India independent of foreign coun-
tries, from which Pakistan im-
ports military hardware as against
Indl_a which pays in cash for
equipment received out of her
dollar-supply, or rupee-counter-
part to dignify the process. (Inci-
dentally on January 15, Pakistan’s
celebration-day of her armed
services, they rejoiced in the pro-
duction of similar equipment at
home as a safeguard in addition to
weapons with foreign markings
indirectly adjusted in a foreign-ex-
change credit.) Wherever Defence
Minister Krishna Menon functions,
there is controversy about the re-
shuffle of personnel and patron-
age; and parliamentary records of
1961 alone show that he is fully
shielded against the complaints of
Kunzrus and Kripalanis about
backdoor manoeuvres alleged to
affect discipline and prestige.

_Where our attitude is self-stul-
tifying is the gratuitous bravado
about foreign policy in respect of
neutralism and the degree to
which we are free to go in the
exercise of “violence” which Mr.
Krishna Menon is fond of telling
the world has never been “abjur-
ed” by India. We have set up

installations for atomic wer- .

rojects, but it is a cardinal dec-
aration of ‘Mr. Nehru that we
shall never employ atomic energy
in war during this thermo-nuclear
age. Let us not deceive ourselves
into the belief that atomic bombs,
with the vast variety of shapes
and forms known to military scien-
tists, are a secret kept dark by the

ﬁve_ meémbers of the “Nuclear |, -

‘with any country,
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Club”. Normal governments re-
gard it as a security-measure to get
the best weapons available; as a
matter of precaution, it is best to
assume that many other countries
are familiar with preparations f'or
a timely blow. The smallest via-
ble country in the world under
constant Arab menace is Israel;
and in a recent fracas with Egypt,
the Nasser junta was aghast at
the production of a couple of
quasi-atomic “pills” over the fron-
tier, resulting in the customary
loss of army-boots in the sands.
Atom bombs and thermo-nuclear
weapons represent the ‘death-
lock’ in a wrestling contest where
the fighter from the academy
(where holds are barred), lies at
the mercy of the superior adver-
sary. Despite all the busy mount-
ing of outmoded weapons, the
Defence Minister is under a
handicap when he is vowed to the
non-use of the latest arms with
which other contenders might be
equipped, irrespective of unwor-
thy and unpatriotic sources. Next,
it must be remembered that India
is non-aligned; and in her splendid
isolation, she cannot whistle for
allies at a moment of peril but
merely lodge a disputatious com-
plaint before the Security Council
where, in despair of ascertaining
facts, the delegates have just taken
to the device of sending “Obser-
vers” to report who started the

‘row. The UN Charter has been

proved to be like the conjuror’s
bag which can be turned inside
out according to convenience. Mr.
Krishna Menon in one of his fune-
ral-orations on Portugal said re-
cently that India has no allies but
she has a lot of friends through-
out the world; more reputed
friends than active followers. It
is a glory with Prime Minister
Nehru that there are, all the way
round the world, warm admirers

‘of India’s foreign policy. That we

have avoided “military alliance”
and we hope
to preserve security without these
old-world malpractices is part of
the Nehru message. It may be

- observed that even the most

werful country in the world,

the United States, does not plume

itself on having no allies. In all
vital statements of President Ken-
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nedy regarding armed strength, he
is careful enough to say that ade-
quacy of protection for his coun-
try is linked with the commit-
ments of safe allies against ag-
gression. India prefers to go it
alone pinning her faith on her own
internal resources and also on
the paper-safeguards of - the
United Nations where we cannot
now be oversure of an Afro-Asian
majority except on the issue of
colonialism, because India was
rather suspected at Belgrade of
having turned lukewarm in the
campaigns of African liberation,
more concerned in the prevcntion
of war like other countries mov-
ing from the stage of revolution
to the phase of stability in eco-
nomic rebuilding, incontinentally
relying on Aid Clubs, both camps
functioning as lenders.

That India has abjured the use
of atomic energy in war is a
pledge that acts as a curb on swift
action against unfriendly adversa-
ries, restrictive of the utility of
weapons hurriedly manufactured
out of Mr. Krishna Menon’s
Rs. 300-crore budget. Pandit
Nehru says that the Defence
Minister has excelled his prede-
cessors; and as for judgment in
expenditure, both of them are
allergic to orthodox auditing and
contemptuous of parliamentary
curiosity as to how the money
goes. The Prime Minister says
that he has seen with his own
eyes from the inside, the majes-
tic output of Swadeshi weapons,
as if Congo alone has never yet
taught us that mercenaries and
armour of every description could
be manipulated to any front
through the international black-
market, whilst idealists moralize.
Apart from natural disabilities,
India should be introspective
enough to realize the limitations
to which we are subject, thanks

to our own unilaterally smart-

diplomacy. It seems hardly fair to
our gladiators to be sent forward
to the amphitheatre without the
capacity to make a grip by the
death-lock, and then cry “go-to-
hell” as if to disgrace sober cri-
tics. Casting the vote in favour of
Acharya Kripalani is not going to
make the country more vulner-
able in any respect.

- HAPPY-ENDING  FEATURE FILM
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GANDHLII’'S ROLE IN S. AFRICA

THE COLLECTED WORKS OF
MAHATMA GANDHI (1905-
1906), Vol. V

Publications Division, Government of
India, Delhi-6

Price Rs. 9

This book, the fifth and latest in the

series of volumes of the collected
papers and letters of Mahatma Gan-
dhi, brought out by the Publications
Division of the Government of India,
deals with the period July 1903 to
October 1906. This period was marked
by profound changes in  Gandhiji’s
personal life as well as in the life of
the Indians who had settled in South
Africa. Gandhiji had, as the papers
already published would show, become
the authentic and acknowledged lea-
der of his harassed people in  South
Africa, their chief spokesman and
champion. He had campaigned with
marvellous resources, grit and charac-
ter, and with uutiring persistence, on
their behalf, in India in 1896, enlisting
the practically unanimous support o
Jndian public opinion. But this support,
important and indispensable as it was,
nevertheless, was hardly sufficient for
securing the far-reaching amelioration
of the lot of the Indian settler commu-
nity in South Africa on which Gandhi-
ji's heart was set,

The situation in South Africa was a
formidable challenge to the self-respect
not only of India but of all Asia. India
was regarded as a ‘coolie’ nation and
Indians as just a quantity of “Asian
dirt”. India, herself under foreign rule
and regarded as a political minor re-
quiring tutelage, was without any ap-
parent means, other than moral ones, of
influencing the destiny of the Indian
community in that far-off land. What
was worse, India was—until Gandhiji
strenuously set to rouse it to a sense
of the great issues involved—hardly
aware of the conflict that was deve-
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loping in ever-increasing intensity, far
away in South Africa, between the
European community (which held all
the political power) and the Indians
who, until Gandhiji brought his mat-
chless gifts of leadership and organiza-
tion to bear on them, were a hope-
lessly diserganized, weak, helpless and
heterogeneous mass of human beings at
various levels of social and economic
development.  That they endured all
the manifold outrages, insults and
humiliations which the European rulers
heaped on them, may apparently
shock us today. Indeed it is difficult
for us, at this distance of time, to
realize  that an apparently  civilized
government deliberately imposed these
degradations  on persons who  were
fellow-members of a single imperial
community spread over wellnigh the
entire globe. But these incredible hor-
rors, as they seem to us, were actu-
alitics  for owr countrymen  abroad
until the great battle for emancipation
was begun by Gandhiji. The awaken-
ing of the people to a sense of the
stakes involved was a vital task, ac-
complished with matchless skill and
indomitable courage and perseverance.

Readers of the second volume in this
series will recall the tremendous job
of organization which Gandhiji took
on hand and the far-reaching impact
which  aspects of his personality, as
then revealed, made on the Indian
people. in India. The abounding con-
fidence in the power of Truth to win
men’s hearts and move men’s minds
which Gandhiji then showed, marked
out the coming prophet of satyagraha.
But satyagraha as a technique of action

was  indeed actually forged in  the

period covered by the volume under
review. The Phoenix establishment, in
this period, became a unique commu-
nity of ‘dedicated souls, drawn from
Indians and Europeans, disciplining
themselves with unremitting rigour and
austere asceticism to the single-minded
service of the community. Gandhiji is
tevealed as showing in ever more
marked degree, his basic conviction of
the central importance of religion and

morality in the training for leadership

and, indeed, in the practice of politics
which to him was not a game for cap-
turing power but a means of service to
the community. The beginnings of that
political sanyasa  which worked the
miracle of India’s liberation from Bri-
tish .rule are discetnible in the papers
included in this volume. Says Gandhiji
in a letter dated May 27, 1908 to
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Lakshmidas Gandhi, his elder brother,
on page 334;
I do not claim anything as mine.
All that 1 have is being utilized for
public  purposes. It is available to
relations who devote themselves to
public work “...... I have no desire
for worldly enjoyments of any type
whatever. 1 am engaged in my pre-
sent activities as I look upon them as
essential to life. If I have to face
death  while thus engaged, I shall
face it with equanimity. I am now a
stranger to fear.,

The Indian ascetics throughout the
ages have acted on this spirit. ‘Sanyas-
toaham’ say these and achieve the trucst
swarajya. This little letter is a lively
testimony to the spirit in which Gan-
dhiji entered public life and wrought
all those miracles which will engage
the historians of the future, tirelessly as
some do in the present as well. Gandhi-
jii’s lone voice raised in absolute truth
and  fearlessness has made several
jerichoes in the East and in the West
crumble into dust.

That marvellous little  experiment
in journalism, Indian Opinion, was, as
this volume shows, extraordinarily
effective in integrating, on the basis of
moral conviction of the righteousness of
their cause, the hapless Indian settler
community into a band of resolute
heroes ready to stake their all for the
vindication not of their earthly interests
so  much—though these, too, werc
gravely threatened~—but their honour
as men!

It did much clse too—instructing
the Indians in sanitation and good citi-
zenship, in the lives of great men and
women all the world over, like Tolstoy,
Lincoln, Mazzini, Vidyasagar, Rajah

Sir T. Madhava Rao, Elizabeth Fry

and Florence Nightingale, who had
all contributed powerfully to building
up  the values which men need to
cherish.

It is no part of our purpose in this
review to retail the story of the birth
of satyagraha which the papers in this
volume tell so impressively and with
such apparent artlessness. Suffice it to
say that we salute the Mahatma again
and heartily wish well to those whose
loving, conscientious care and editorial
skill have given us this rich collection,
this insight into the making of a satya-
grahi. This volume reveals, as all the
earlier volumes did, what it was that
made Gandhi, the great avatara puru-
sha who wronght the Freedom of India.
It was not from terror of his arm but
of his word, charged with Truth as
with Love, that Britain relinquished
power in India, and in so doing won
the friendship of this country. SR
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For now—at the time of writ-
ing—about a week, 1 have been
going round Tamil 'Nad, 50 to say,
making token visits to import-
ant centres.® Wherever I went, I
met, again, unprecedel?ted gather-
ings of people who d1‘d not hesi-
tate to show their feelings of dis-
like towards the present permit-
licence-raj. 1 was greatly su‘rpnse'd
at the warmth of feeling in
favour of the Swatantra Party, m
spite of all the handicaps under
which it has been workintg. I hagrel
yeen putting a great strain
lm; pml))r ph;%sicalgr frame, but so
far all has been well.

.

I have not been able to read
the daily newspapers every day
or catch up what I have been
missing in the news. I understand
that Dr. P. Subbaroyan has issued
a statement to the press about
the four-anna India postage stamp
of 1955 carrying the imprint not

only of the Congress election
symbol of two yoked bullocks but
even the mname “Co:1gress"’ in
Devanagari script. Of course, Dr.
Subbaroyan was not responslble
for issuing the stamp, nor could
he now stop its circulation.

He writes to me drawing my
attention to the fact that the bul-
locks are not drawn in the like-
ness of the election symbol but
drawn with artistic care as all
stamp-designs should be don.e.
The symbol is, however, unmis-
takable, and the word “Congress
imprinted in Hindi puts the mat-
ter beyond doubt. Son}eone has
suggested that the Hindi ond for
“Congress’ was equally :tppl%cabl_e
to a rare breed of bullocks.” This
‘explanation” is indeed wonderful.

But this stamp is not a matter
for much complaint in itself; it is
but a symptom of the mentahty
of the ruling party. The Plan is
always there as an integral part
of everything and the stamp was
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issued for the sake of the Plan.
But why the imprint “Congress’?
*

Not all the editorials in inter-
ested newspapers can wash the
Tiruchendur (unopposed election)
affair clean. Two clear days before
the time appointed for with-
drawals, the Swatantra candidate
withdrew  his nomination—and
disappeared  from Tirunelveli—
without the consent or the advice
of the party, or even so much as
informing any one responsi-
ble as to why he did it. Unopposed
elections, like indirect taxes, pay
better returns than seeking votes
from a whole people—if only inti-
mate associates could make pub-
lic opinion! I am not worried
about T.T.K. going to Parliament.
He would be as good as any other
there. But I am worried at the
evolution of methods to get rid
of the electorate and the sloping
down of the curve of public mora-
lity in our democracy.

c. A

a—————

\\\D\ﬂs FRST =
MRANY LERDS THE WAX

AND FOREMOS cm}‘\& lcC

W\

Mass -Tnenecnereo Now - Daaine,

PAPER INSULATED

POWER CABLES

For pressures up to 11000 Volts..

The Indian Cable Company Ltd.

9, Hare Street, P, 0, Box 514, Calcutta. \

fleptesentatives in india for BRITISH INSULATED CALLENDER'S CABLES LTD.
Sranches-AHMEDABAD, BANGALORE, BOMBAY, COIMBATORE, JAMSHEOPUR,
XKANPUR, MADRAS, NAGPUR, NEW OELHI ANO  SECUNDERARAD




v

What the Plan
Means to You

Rs.275 moRE

PER FAMILY

Average annuai income per family, by theend - .
of the Third Plan will go up to Rs. 1,925 a
against Rs. 1,650 in 1960-61. ‘

' Help make the Plan a success to increase your
income and ensure . : P

THIRD
FIVE YEAR
PLAN

A Good Life
for Everyone

B February .3,

et

196

RS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

<

SWARAJYA

FEUDALISM OR SOCIALISM ?

Sir,—Mr. Nehru recently complained
that the leaders of the Swatantra
Party were living in the age of feuda-
lism. Feudalism as a system of econo-
mic organization of land tenures was
not wholly evil. It was fairly good and
provided a satisfactory solution at a
time when the economic conditions of

" the period were highly chaotic. Though

it arose out of the chaos of the Middle
‘Ages, it slowly %ed to order and peace
in society. ) .

When feudalism gave way to capita-
lism, it was again a change in the eco-
nomic system only and not a striking
progress. The exploitation of labour by
capitalists proved so homifying that it
more than out-balanced the advantages
of capitalism. Now capitalism is being
replaced  rapidly by socialism and
communism. Again the change is only a
replacement of one economic system
by another, and not progress. I say
it is no progress, because it has not
led to a diminution in human sufferings
or an increase in human happiness. Any
system of economic organization, whe-
ther feudal or capitalistic or socialistic
or communistic, none of them could be
better, unless it alleviated human
sufferings or increased the real welfare
and happiness of the people. Feudalistic
happiness is far better than socialistic
tyranny and slavery.

It is the present Congress Government
in India that is feudal in its set-up and
functioning.  Nehru is like the feudal
king. The tenants-in-chief are the Con-

- gress ministers and money-bags. The

tenants are the officials and local Con-
gress influentials. The poor suffering
bondmen are the hapless, helpless peo-
ple. The only difference is that this
Nehru brand of feudalism is styled as
‘socialism’. Just as the tenmants of feu-
dal days appeased their superiors with
periodical gifts to curry their favours,

. the poor people are forced to bribe

their superiors to_ get . sanctions and
permits today, for everything.

C.R. wants freedom for the people.
His party stands for freedom. It is only
the Congress that wants to chain the
people as the bondmen were chained
in feudal times. “Swatantra” means
freedom. It is the Congress that is
enslaving the pecople under its ‘socialis-
tic pattern’.

Peopls are not bothered about feu-
dalism or socialism. What they want
is freedom and happiness. If the Swa-
tantra Party could assure these to the
people, they do not mind even if they
are called feudals. The Congress has
failed to give these to the people dur-

ing its long lease of power for 14 years,
So it is now time for the people to re-
twrn the Swatantra Party to power and
prove their mettle.

Bangalore . Racuu

BABY TAXI FARE IN CITY

Sir,—The Madras Baby Taxi Owners’
Association had been representing to
the Government for increase in fare
since 1958, but only in 1960 the matter
was taken up for serious consideration. In
April 1961 the subject was finally dis-
cussed by the Home Secretary in the
presence of the office-bearers of our
Association and the Commissioner and
Deputy Commissioner of Police, Mad-
ras. Our demands were almost con-
ceded on merit, and it was also decided
that the increase in the fare may be
two annas per mile, the minimum fare
being 12 annas.

This was made known by the Com-
missioner of Police in a press statement
in July 1961, with a view evidently to
informing the public in advance of the
changes. :

Nine months have passed since and
it is now learnt that the matter has
been  shelved till after the elections.
Evidently the ministers are against the
implementation of the decision, lest
the general public should feel dis-
pleased just when the elections are
approaching. It is deplorable that any
decision should remain unimplemented
because of the fear of adverse effect
on the electoral fortunes of the party
in power and those of individual
ministers.

One other aspect needs to be brought
to public notice. When a few of our
representatives  were  discussing  the
issue in question in the chambers of the
minister concerned in February 1981,
one day a prominent congressman
suddenly appeared on the scene, and
on seeing the Association’s representa-
tives, exploded, “Oh, you have come
by short-cut!” It is left to the readers
to guess what it all implies.

V. GURUMURTHY
(Vice-President, Madras Baby
Taxi Owners® Association)
Madras

MID-DAY MEAIL FOR
SCHOOL-CHILDREN
Sir,—When the mid-day meal scheme
was started in Madras with all fan-
fare, people were sceptical about its

continuance in ideal conditions. N,ot&

only are meals served without observ-

Ao

ing hygienic conditions, but it would
appear as if these meals are served on
the basis that the children could
not have anything from their own
homes. The tragedy that has recently
occurred in Tirunclveli District should
be an eye-opener to all.

May 1 suggest that immediate steps
be taken to appoint a committee to
investigate the causes of the tragedy,
and, in the meantime, to suspend the
mid-day meal scheme?

The Minister concerned and- his col-
leagues took great pride in the fact
that Madras started the mid-day meal
scheme, and it was broadcast to the
rest of India. It is time that wiser coun-
sels prevail in regard to the manner in
which a good scheme ought to be im-
plemented and not given up.

Madras S. Raman

S

B.C.G. VACCINATION

Sir,—At the conference recently held
at Bangalore, it appears to have been
resolved  that all the young falling
under the 0-15 age group will have to be
BCG-vaccinated in the Third Plan
period, including the new-born child-
ren. It is rather unfortunate that the
Government should persist in a course
which is of doubtful utility—to put it at
the mildest,—~if indeed not harmful,
when medical opinion in the West is
divided, and controversy is still raging,
and a leader like Rajaji has time and
again warned the Government against
Indian children being made guinea-pigs
in  an experiment fraught with dan-
gerous consequences. .

One wonders if this is yet another
indirect method by which the autho-
rities want to control the size of the
population of India.

It is hoped the authorities will desist
from insisting on the people under-
going the BCG vaccination.

Bombay ~  KaLyaNAPURAM AMUDAN
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The air is (ull of references 1o
the burden ol tasation. But a new
anoflicial - tax has spranginto
existence as a result of a single
yarty contining in office without
break for fifteen-ycars. The ruling
party levies a new ad calorem: tax
over and above the hicavy income-
tax levied by the Stale, Unless the
clectoral pmwdm( is  changed
completely this new, unhealthy and
l)md(‘nsmn(‘ tax will persist. The

heavy levy of the ruling party for

its (I(Lh(m funds is (Him(ul with
orcater  regnlarity  and - vigour,
and collecte d with greater promp-
titude, than any
other lawkully imposed tax. It s
collected by ministers and presi-
dents of Congress committees with
no sign of shame or deficacy. It is
l(\wd on ad valorem basis where
there are a large number to be
(\1)]()lt(‘d and on a very  liberal
ad hoe hasis where the victims are
few and select. This scandalous
levy, which in course of time is
hl\(lv to engender many  abuses
and mnslppmpnm()ns must  be
resisted tooth and nail.

But apart from resistance we
should see that election proce-
dure is made inexpensive and
orderly and that real democracy
is civen a chance to emerge. Every
voter must be given his mul by
the State. and not by the candi-
date who is cager to get his vote.
A Tittle llnnl\nw out of the rut into
which we have got will make it
clear that it is the ol)llgatx()xi of the
State as distinguished from poli-
Lical or other p:u‘li(‘s to :uquuint
the adult citizen with his valu-

mcome-tax  or

By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

able republican right. The State
throneh its permanent  officials
Jmul(l give him his voting card
which slmuld enable ]nm to
know his nmmber in the rolls and
exercise  his  right  without  his
having  to be informed and
pestered by candidates and
their agents. The permanent offi-
cials of the State must be presum-
ed to be, and should be  gradu-
allv trained  to be stnctly non-
pastyinall their administrative
acts  including  election work.

" Otherwise there is no chance for

democracy.  Administrative duties
should be done with strict judi-
cial impartiality.  Those who run
the administration as permanent
officials  should be disabused of
the prey (ulmg notion that part of
their-lovalty is to help the ruling
party t() Will,

The distribution of voting cards
onght to be done by officials well
hefore the polling week. All pro-
paganda by candidates and par-
tics should stop a week or so
before the polling date.  Personal
visits  bv canvassers should be
made illegal during that brief
period. The collection of votes
in polling booths should be re-
placed by mobile  booth-vans
manned by suitable officials and
stall,  Provision  for agents  to
watch in the interests of the res-
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ABOLISH LAND
REVENUE

- Swatanira Manifesto
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SHOULD DEMOCRACY BE A PRIVATE ENTERPRISE ?

pective  candidates (which s
now made in the polling stations)
should be made in these mobile
units. It is only such procedure that
will secure proper veting, reduce
corruption to the minimum,  and
bring clection expenditure down
to a very great extent. All corrupt
practices take place in the course
of the procedure which. it is sug-
gested here, should be transferred
from candidates and their agents
to the permanent officials of the
State.

At present elections are practi-
cally a private  enterprise with
large capital investments! This is

amadulterated evil and should go,

being  replaced by the - State
taking over the  greater  part
of the work and of the expeusc
on a strict non-party  basis.
Over and  above this, and
indeed topping it all, the ruling
ministers should haund over their
reins of office at least six months
bhefore polling day to the Presi-
dent of the Union and  the
Governors of the States (as the
case  mav  be), who should
rin the administration with the
assistance of the permanent offi-
cials.  The census  operations
should  be  the model  for
the electoral arrangements.  This
will cleanse the whole atmos-
phere  of the many foul in-
fections  that now preV” during
clection time.

I know that details will have to
he worked ouf for this scheme to
be made P actical and effective. A

special committee should  work



2

out all the details which, I. guess,
will be easy if there is a will to
do it. Those who have success-
fully conducted the census opera-
tions can be charged with this
work of drafting the new proce-
dure. 1 am certain they will pro-
duce a good, workable scheme,
The net gain both to the
administration and to democratic
ideals will be tremendous. The
representatives of the people
thus elected will be much more
independent in a real sense. Can-
didates will not be stooges of
those who help them with
money and pull the wires from
behind in = their own inter-
ests. The present scale of

[
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expenditure, which has been
accepted as a necessary evil
by candidates, is truly incongru-
ous. It is out of all proportion t.
the prevailing standard of life and
in many ways, lowers the morai
standards of both the defeated
fmd the successful candidates, and
in the total result lowers the
moral standards of the assem-
blies formed under such a sys-
tem. The representatives naturall
strive to make up for what they
have spent in the elections. I do
not wish to go further into the
evil, l)llt earnestly commend to the
public this scheme of reformed
electoral procedure based on the
census operations.

PHONEY GRIEVANCES
By POTHAN JOSEPH

In one of his choleric speeches
the Prime Minister recently raised,
in despair of the failure of the
press to catch up gwith his pro-
Menon  appeals, ~the query:

When  am I going to  educate
these newspapers?” It is a pretty
odd request for information at this
time of day when the allotment
of scarce newsprint is a problem
agitating the mind of chain-paper
proprietors about taking a pru-
dent .stand during the election-
pqriod. If Mr. Nehru sizes up
space in newspapers, he would
never be able to complain that his
pronouncements in vitriolic rheto-
ric suffered from any neglect at
the hands of editors or operators
of “other media of publicity.
Rather, the danger during the
campaign is that he is deprived
of equal opportunities of reading
what his critics say, thanks to res-
tricted columns. Any didactic dec-
larations on the failure of news-
papers would be in contrast with
the recent admission of Mr. Raja-
gopalachari, the arch-enemy of
Congress monopolism, that on

. the whole newspaper-editors were
pl}ncking up courage in their con-
scientious effort to accord publi-
city to all parties in the race for
seats, considering the restraints
that exist when the ruling party
is in full charge of the official
machine. When a minister is criti-

cizeg, he could immediately speak
qf garbled versions” or “quota-
tions out of context” just as it is
open to some people who evade
paying their bills to complain of

postal vagaries”. Mr. Nehru is in

a position to wield cudgels against
the newspapers as an authority
who knows better. Once Lord
Balfour loftily remarked in Par-
hamgnt: “I don’t read newspa-
pers.” Within a week he received
such a lashing in Fleet Street edi-
torials,' that he learnt to read
newspapers _diligently, instead of
going through the intermediate
stage of saying: “My attention
has been drawn to certain state-
ments appearing in the Daily
Howler, etc., ete.”

A sound statesman in a demo-
cratic country is alive to reports
and comments in print. When,
however, Mr. Nehru bewails the
unteachability of newspapers, it
almost partakes the tone of pro-
phetic wrath which breathes
through Chapter XXIII of St
Mathew where Jesus foretells
ruin because, after hearing words
of warning, the listeners would
not take the trouble to under-
stand what was good for them.
Defence Minister Krishna Menon,
too, deplores the functioning of
the press and régards journalists
as hacks under employers more
interested in jute investments than
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the integrity of the profession.
Not long ago Dr. Baliga, the well
known communist leader of Bom-
bay, infiltrated into the Congress,
and took charge of the Menon
Cause in the North Bombay con-
stituency. Observing the Defence
er}xster’s testy attitude, Dr.
Baliga  summoned  city-reporters
to a  briefing . conference at his
house attended by Mr. Menon
who gave them a bit of his mind
al?ou.t misquotations and also the
stinting  of space for important
utterances. He is alleged to have
ended with a sinister remark:
Some people think I am not

_alive, but these things must stop.”

Pressmen are brooding over con-
sequences.,

Cub-reporters are mnervous of
seeking elucidation from M.
Krishna Menon, because he has
the mastery of Hyde Park tech-
n.lque in putting counter ues-
tions and squashing the inter?ocu-
tor. Nobody dare ask him if he’
is a ‘Commie’ since he would
turn the tables with the snarling

query: “Tell me, what do you
know of communism?p”

At the London airport some
n'ewshawk asked him the ques-
tion when, cane uplifted,  Mr.
Menon demanded to know: “Is
Lord Beaverbrook a Fascist?” He
strolled away for the next airflight
bound for New York._He is no
sitting bird for sportsmen to shoot.
Once Indira Gandhi said that Mr.
Menon is no communist but that
he had brains. That, of course,
cannot  be challenged since he
!mows to tie any oppositionist
into knots in a debate.

On the whole, publicity is not
being grudged to the Menon
Cause, especially because the
bout in North Bombay happens
to be identified with a bitter feud
between two weeklies in the hands
of rival editors. Between the
Current and the Blitz, it is a
battle, high-lighting partisanship,
as if North Bombay were another
Eatonsville. When one side opens
past chapters about fellow-travel-
lership, the counterblast heard is
“Thank God for Krishna Menon!
Still a godly race they run.”

February 10, 1962

As for taking up advertisement-
space for individual appeals f().l‘
votes, newspapers can treat 1t
only as a source of revenue with-
out Detraying bias. On account gf
“friendship stunts”, canvassing is
carried to plutforms where the
Indo-American Society holds de-
monstrations as against the Sino-
Indian Solidarity Association
which backs China, and professes
indignation against the Indo-Tibet
Symputhisers Brotherhood  who
prefer to see Peking vacate ag-
gression from the land of the Dalai
Lama, which had been gifted by
India soon after Independence
and during our early essays in
originality to give a new tone to
the world in the prosecution of
foreign  policy, swirling on  the
peutralist toe and hands stretch-
ed in both directions.  Consider-
ing dormant intimidation against
the press, special correspondents
are always ready to make efforts
at technicolourising the  Prime
Minister’s decisions; his grievance
that the press refuses to be ‘edu-
cated’ is a little unjust and cer-
tainly far-fetched. It was a Cou-
servative statesman of Britain who
said:  “We must educate our
Masters.,”  What Disraeli meant
was that the voters with the new
franchise should be carefully cul-
tivated without anything like say-
ing in modern Nehru-language
“g()-t()—hell.”

SWARAJYA

SWATANTRA AND THE COMMON MAN
By P.H.S. RAO

When  Rajaji  addressed  a
mammoth public meeting at Ban-
galore the other day a note was
handed to him from one in the
andience asking: “Any tears for
the common man?” This must
have been prompted by the re-
marks of our Prime Minister when
he addressed an election meeting
in North Bombay early this menth,
when he is reported to have said
that the Swatantra Party talks a
lot about the injustice done to
Maharajas and zamindars, “but
what about the injustice done to
the common man?” (According to
newspaper reports, this clever re-
mark drew a ‘thunderous applause’
from the crowd.)

Let us examine the main fea-
tures of the Congress manifesto
and the Swatantra Party’s attitude
to them. The Third Five-Year

“Plan is practically the election

manifesto of the Congress. The
features of this Plan which Swa-
tautra opposes are (1) insistence
on extending the scope of the pub-
lic sector, (2) continued deficit
financing, (3) further increase in
taxation (the additional taxation
during the Third Plan will be
Rs. 1,800 crores), (4) increase in
unemployment, and (5) joint co-
operative farming. Whom do all

All guns against Swatantra!

these policies of the Congress
affect? Statism is encroaching not
only on Big Business but even on
small business, by nationalizing
road trausport and by the activi-
ties of the State Trading Corpo-
ration, to mention only a couple
of instances. By opposing this, is
not Swatantra fighting for the
common man? Deficit finance, and
the consequent inflation and the
havoe  wrought by inflation, s
affecting the common man most.
Big Business is rather happy about
the higher prices generated by
this policy. Swatantra has given
top priority to putting an end to
deficit finance. Again, the in-
creased burden of taxation, which
will be mostly in the form of in-
direct taxes, will further put up
the prices of necessities of the
common man. Whose interest has
Swatantra in mind, if not the
common man’s, when it opposes
this? And unemployment—does
this worry the rich man or the
poor? Is Congress helping the
common man when it permits
unemployment to increase? Can
you accuse Swatantra of not car-
ing for the common man when it
raises its voice against this in-
crease in unemployment?

Whom does joint co-operative
farming affect? Does it affect the
rich man or the poor farmer with

| holdings below the céilings set by

the reeent legislation? The poor
farmer who is attached to his
land, as if it were his mother, is
being deprived of it and forced to
the status of a wage-earner. When
Swatantra sets its face against it,
is it not championing the cause
of the common man?

A little thought will show how
hollow this election-stunt of the
Prime Minister is. Talking of ‘tears
for the common man’ it would he
correct to say that the Congress
sheds crocodile tears for the com-
mon man while Swatantra s
genuinely interested in improving
his lot. One can understand the
audience being carried awav hy

' the fascinating personality of Mr.

(Continued on nexy puge)
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CURRENT EVENTS::

"During the rapec-ratio contro-
vérsy of the ’thirties, there was a
critical  vote in the Legislative
Assembly when the Swaraj Party
in  Opposition had decided to
have a trial of strength with the
Government. The Chief Whip
had circulated a three-line warn-
ing to all Swarajist members that
they should not fail in the lobby,
but when the results came, a mem-
ber from Madras was missing.
Asked for an explanation for the
vanishing trick, . the bearded
Sadhu-looking member from the
South pleaded that somebody had
hypnotized him and that he had
found himself deposited in the
Qutab Minar Garden where, on
recovery of normaley, he could
just remember chewing pan which
might have been drugged by the
abductors. The Leader of the Op-
position,  Pandit Motilal Nehru,
couldn’t swallow the yarn, and he
told the late A. Rangaswami Iyen-
gar what he thought of the double-
cross, and why in any event a
“Madrasi” could not invent a
more plausible story by way of
excuse. The Tiruchendur episode
where the Swatantra candidate
was missing may be having a simi-
lar defence. T.T.K. in his interview
expresses the hope that he would
be able to win over CR. to the
Congress Party, but such patro-
nizing expectations are wide off
the mark. Vote-catching and body-
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Nehru when they thoughtless-
ly cheered him, but the doubts
raised in the mind of one in the
Bangalore audience shows how
jmmature owr voters—even the
so-called  educated  ones—are.
Current problems are I}ot studied
intelligcntly, the mamfestoes' of
the various parties are not studied.
Voters are carried away by slogans
Zcheap slogans at that! A wit
may well -say that the au('he.znce
misunderstood the Prime Minister
to mean that the injustice to the
common man was done by some-
one else. He perhaps meant ~we
have done injustice to the com-

.., Jhon man also”. We agree.

snatching scem to have smuggled
their way into the ‘Code of Con-
duct’. The prevalence of malprac-
tices is a fresh challenge to Swa-
tantra principles which alone can
arrest worsening corruption.

o L] o

Much has been said and writ-
ten about the Swatantra Party’s
supposed lukewarmness over the
capture of Goa as an all-India
victory and the remarks offered
about its synchronizing with the
prelude  to the North  Bombay
clections. The quest for a drama-
tic background worthy of ‘a para-
kramashali cannot be totally dis-
missed as a. figment of C.R’s ima-
gination. The strategy must be re-
garded as belonging to a pattern
of mass-mesmerization. -~ Without
comment we quote a Loridon des-
patch from Mr. Sunder Kabadi,
Patrika’s special correspondent in
London, and a keen observer of
foreign impressions::

LONDON, Jan. 27.

Confidential reports have reached
London  suggesting  possibility  of
meeting between Mr. Nehru and
Mr. Chou En-lai. The man respon-
sible in arranging such meeting is
the Burmese Prime Minister U Nu.
If we are correctly informed U Nu
has  succeeded in persuading Mr.
Nehru to agree in principle to meet
Mr. Chou Enai. .

Although India is now in the midst
of general election, it is Delicved
Mr. Nehru might meet Mr. Chou
En-lai in Rangoon soon. If he suc-
ceeds in obtaining from Mr. Chou
Enlai  assurance for satisfactory
solution to India’s demand that China
should  vacate Indian territory it
would help the Congress Party when
the elections would be in full swing
in the latter part of February. Even
if talks fail it would have salutary
effect in convincing Indian electorate
that the Congress Party is determined
to get full redress on the frontier
question from China.

° L) °

His obsession that India has
risen in world-prestige, in spite of
snipers in the neighbourhood,
has no doubt been fostered by
the Prime Minister's continuous
soirces with the stream. of foreign
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dignitaries who after their Indian
tour sign  joint-communiques to
the effect that they subscribe to
the Nchru policy of peace on
carth and that they are vastly im-
pressed by India’s  showplaces
beginming with Bhakra Dam and
ending with Venduruthy in the
Cochin harbour as marks of colos-
sal industrial advancement. Recent
statistics disclosed at Delhi Semi-
nars point to insccure founda-
tions in connection with ventures
built  from the super-structure
~downwards.  Criticism is spurncd
as the croakings of 16th century
reactionarics without  bona fide
intent, and when lakhs of people
are promised  Utopia round  the
corner,  there are certificates  to
produce from forcign sonrces. The
rustic listener is not in a position
to quote evidence of the declining
standard of living by such proofs
as price-trends when it is stoutly
asserted  that the Congress Gov-
crnment has been “holding  the
price-line”. The VIP from abroad
has little time to investigate mar-
ket-rcalities, but their testimony
is exploited with a grandiose
sense of self-complacency.  Ber-
nard Shaw was once present at a
play of his when a peppery colo-
nel was scated beside him fret-
ting for a drink. The House went
into - lond applause.  “Rot”  ex-
claimed  the colonel, when the
anthor turned to him and said:
“Quite right, I agree with you, but
what are we two against so many?”
When there are crowds of foreign
admirers singing praise week by
week, how could there he any
mistake  (sce  pictures officially
supplied) about the trinmph of
imaginary prosperity? It is a com-
monplace precaution amongst spe-
cial correspondents in New Delhi
that the photographs sent to their
editors should be those approved
by the Prime Minister, if he hap-
pens Lo fizure prominently in the
snaps.

L] L} o

In a recent symposium of busi-
nessmen and official experts at
New Delhi, the problem of re-
sources to implement the Third

“Plan, already in stride, compels
them to admit that calculations
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would have to be recast; and the
Aid India Club has adjourned
consultations to the middle of July
for another hard look at the pro-
jects in hand. With the suddgn-
ness  of a radio-beam  breaking
down, the significant news has
come that the oracle of Planning
Economy in the person of Profes-
sor Mahalanobis has resigned as
top-Dircctor of the Indian Statis-
tics Institute, since he feels fetter-
ed in the exercise of autonomy.
When the Indian Statistics Insti-
tute Bill was moved in December
1959, the Prime Minister—Chair-
man of the Planning Commission
and the NPC consisting of chicf
ministers as “Yes”-men  endorsing
decisions—gave  repeated  assur-
ances in Parliament that the in-
dependence of that Brains Trust
would be  respected. A special
annual grant with freedom to
spend upto Rupees one crore was
carmarked, virtually andit-proof.

L3 L @

Still Professor Mahalanobis feels
not only financially starved but he
resents  a note prepm’vd l)y the
Central Statistical Organization in
New Delhi. When doctors difter,
who is to decide? The CSO on
enquiry found, for instance, that in
the work at Calcutta “tabulation
is  behind completed field-work
some 2% years™, Since such a long
time-lag ‘cannot be explained by
shortage of “tabulating machines
when there are plenty of them
available on hire, the remark of
the CSO that “the 1SI has been
advanced funds to the extent of
Rupees twenty-five lakhs” (with
economic  deductions and fore-
casts in a mess) comes almost like
an aspersion on the dynamicP of
planning. The outcome of "Na-
tional Sample Surveys staffed by
the nominees of the learned pro-
fossor have also been criticized
for lack of adequate results.
When the Prime Minister makes
up his mind, any' insistennce on
conservative finance is as good as
les majeste. The work must pro-
cecd despite topsytnrvydom, but
Professor Mahalanobis is fed up.
Pseudo-socialistic planning under
party—totalitarianism is one hoax
after another until found out.-P.J.

SWARAJYA

WHITHER ARE WE TAKEN?
By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

After the first flush of the discovery
of a new and effective technique in
Satyagraha was over, it did not take
long for me to sec the weaknesses in
our national composition both as indi-
viduals and as groups. My scepticism
began to warn me that freedom from
Britain may be achieved easily enough
but not freedom from these weaknesses
which  were as much enemies of real
Stwaraj as British Imperialism, Here is
an entry dated January, 1922, from a
diary that T kept when I was in prison.
It is proof of my scepticism and ot
my forebodings even when we began
the non-co-operation fight.

We dll ought to know that Swaraj
will not at once or, 1 think, even
for a long time to come, be better
government or greater happiness for
the people. Elections and their cor-
ruptions, injustice and the power
and  tyranny  of  wealth, and
inefficiency of administration, will
make a hell of life as soon as free-
dom is given to us. Men will look re-
gretfully back to the old regime of
comparative  justice, and  efficient,
peaceful, more or less honest admi-
nistration, The only thing gained will
be that as a race we will be saved
from  dishonour and subordination.
Hope lies only in universal educa-
tion by which right conduct, fear of
God, and love, will be developed
among the citizens from childhood.
It is only if we succeed in this that
Swaraj will mean happiness. 'Other-
wise it will mean the grinding injus-
tices and tyranny of wealth. What a
Deautiful world it would be, if every-
body were just and God-fearing and
realized the happiness of loving
others! Yet, there is more practical
hope for the ultimate consummation
of this ideal in India than elsewliere.

But the spirit of adventure and
fanatical faith in the new-found tech-
nique were strong enough to drive
scepticism out for the time being, and
like the thousands of others in the
Congress, I was too actively and anxi-
ously engaged in the immediate strug-
gle to have time or inclination to give
in to scepticisi as to the distant future.
This continued almost until we arrived
at the first great internal hurdle in the
Moslem demands. We could overcome
Ambedkar and his fears but we could
not conquer and dissolve Jinnah’s fears
and convictions. I may say that I saw
the insolubility of this problem earlier
and more clearlv than most if not all
others in our camp. This is not a self-

adulatory claim: far from it, because
the advantage of clearer sight was due
to an incorrigible scepticism in me and
not to any praiseworthy element in my
mental composition.  This hurdle had
to be overcome if we wanted liberty
to be achieved during the most favour-
able period of Anglo-Indian history,
viz., immediately after the great war
was over and the Government of Britain
went into the  Labour Party’s hands.
Partition was agreed to as a bad but
the only solution for the problem. It
was clear to me and became gradually
clear to my colleagues and to Gandhiji
also that if we did not agree to it,
the struggle would have to go on for
another half century, and the stamina
of the nation put to that severe test.
My optimism was refreshed when I
found the obstinate stalwarts of the
Congress Working Committee agree to
this surgery. I pass over all the events
of the time in this article and begin
the Independence period.

When I took over the Governor-Gene-
ralship at the request of the Congress
High Command and the British Gov-
crnment, my hopes were  great—that
we would work hard and be a dignified
free people, respected by the world for
gur humility and honesty of purpose.
But  soon ambition misled our pilots
and we entered a phase marked by
adventurous tinkering with the funda-
mentals of our social structure and of
national life. A fanaticism has seized
the mind of our chief pilot which has
misguided him in increasing measure
after the disappearance of Gandhiji and
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. The doctrine
which the Father of the Nation adopted
as the basis of our national enterprise,
be it for achieving freedom from Bri-
tain or for progress thereafter, the doc-
trine of peace and love, which he called
non-violence, has been replaced by
faith in State compulsion.

If Gandhiji was Father, his basic
doctrine of non-compulsion was like
Mother to us. The discarding and for-
getting of this Mother has led to where
we are in respect of many things.

This  criticism and opposition  of
mine to the ruling party’s present poli-
cies may be called Conservatism he-
cause it stresses on conserving as we
proceed from step to step. But as Con-
servatism  has acquired a derogatory
sense like so many other good English
words, we have to lay stress on the
free life as opposed to the dictatorship
of the State which always must he

. . a
party dictatorship, an intolerable thin
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The trademark ‘Sanforized’ —
recognised and trusted in
129 countries throughout the
world—is a vital force for the
export of Indian textiles.
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The trademark *Sanforized’ is
trusted everywhere in the world.
One reason is that

Cluett Peabody & Co.

o Inc.—the owners of the
o trademark— maintain
;..:._‘:_ Y in India, as in other
e B, ! countries, technical
=R representatives who

= are like watchdogs protecting the

interest of the consumers and helping
‘1 L the Textile Industry to produce
b Wiy cotton cloth which will meet rigid
. . anti-shrinkage standards. Cotton
cloth that is labelled ‘Sanforized®
has the same international
standard of performance :
*jt will not shrink out of fit™.
S 1ssued by Cluett, Peabody & Co. Inc.,
(incorporated in the U.S.A. with limited
lability) proprietors of the Registered
Trade Mark ‘Sanforized’. The use of
the trademark *Sanforized” is permitted
only on fabrics that meet this Company‘s
tigid anti-shrinkage requirements.
For information :
. *Sanforized" Serview
95 Marine Drive, Bombay 2
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for those not in the party and an un-
healthy thing for the nation as a whole.

The Congress regime in India has
now mude up its mind definitely to
live on the cold war. “We are a bastion
against the communist advance in Asia.
Help  us therefore to be in power.”
This is the Congress Party’s appeal
and it no doubt pays. The desperate
West is ready to believe anything that
adds to its hope, and considers it good
foreign policy to help even communism
to advance if some onc firmly tells it
that what he is doing is not commu-
pism but just socialism by which com-
munism can be held back.

The conununists do not mind a few
words of abuse hurled at them now and
then by the Prime Minister. They even
pretend to go through a sham election
tight to maintain the  anti-communist
reputation und the edge of their use-
ful instrument. They know that if they
keep together the time will soon come
when the pretence can be thrown aside
and the regime openly taken over. The
time will soon come when the only
“issue before the public will be, who
will execute these same policies more
ruthlessly and more efficiently, and the
Communist Party’s cadre-men are sure
of a favourable answer. Then, “Away
with the pretence, let us take it over,”
they will say.

All  foreign aid, we are now told,
must be given to the Congress Gov-
ernment in lump and it should be left
to the latter to fix priorities. It seems
the American Ambassador in India has
accepted this position. And he is a
powerful factor in American policy. The
hankruptcy of the Plan has brought
things to this pass, and the cold war

leaves no choice to the West but to

agree to this. It is no longer aid for
industrialization. It is no longer secular,
it we may use the language of ana-
logy. It is now to be a near-alliance.
The non-aligument clothing is almost
all shed. .

The American administration has
adopted a policy of fighting fire with
fire, to use Lippmanu’s plrase. Ame-
rica believes that Nehrus  socialism
will keep off communism. She does not
realize that the teeming population ot
India is no suitable field for that kind
of thin distinction, and the dangerous
and slippery strategy based on such a
delicate difference. It is bound to end
up disastrously for freedom. In the con-
text of Indian democracy with its_in-
efficient instruments of administration,
it will take little time and less argu-
ment for the one to be changed into
the other through a coup or even 2
normal election process. The socialism
of the Indian Congress Party will ine-
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vitably lead to communism, plain and
bluntly spelt.

This is not the first time that Ameri-
can policy goes wrong in its backing.
Each time there are people to warn
and it is only when the warning goes
unheeded  that  the  disappointment
ensues. A journal “holding high rank
among  thoughtful periodicals writes a
sad editorial under the caption, “India
needs economic progress, but the Plan-
ning Commission plans social turmoil.”
And the article ends with the follow-
ing paragraph:

But the central Congress organi-
zation and its Government are in the
hands of men who ignore this re-
quirement of social stability as the
background to change. They have
acquired nearly absolute power, and
they are determined to effect the
changes they consider desirable, not
merely at the cost of a great deal of
unnecessary suffering, but at the risk
of disrupting the social structure. Is
there no way of throwing off this
incubus?

Santayana has said somewhere that
fanatics are of three sorts: first, those
who redouble their efforts when they
have forgotten their aim; then, thos2
who relentlessly pursue a goal regard-
less of the actual consequences of the
means they use ou their goal, on them-
selves and on others; thirdly, those who
strive for a single goal at the cost of
all others, although human goals are so
related that the defeat or frustration of
the others makes the original goal im-
possible of achievement or transforms
its quality. The Indian Congress Party’s
fanaticism combines all these three types.

Here is a hand-out, an exam-
ple of how trade is dealt with, trade in

‘Paﬁ.ﬁ_"t '

what may be justly called essentials in
the daily life of the people of India:

The import policy for the pending
items, cardumoms, cassia, cinnemon,
cloves, all sorts, whether ground or
unground. nutmegs, maize and betel-
nuts for the licensing period, April-
September 1961, has now been an-
nounced.

The Government of India have de-
cided that established importers of
each of these items will be granted
ad hoe licences for a value of Rs. 500
for the import of the item concerned
during the licensing period. The ad
hoc licence will be granted to each
established importer irrespective of
the quantum of his past imports of
the item concerned.

Established importérs may submit
applications for ad hoc licences to
the port licensing authorities by
July 31, 1961. Applications should
be sent separately for each of the
items in question in the usual form
and manner duly accompanied 1with
quota certificates.

Licences and forms and applications
prescribed make the lives of the tra-
ders miserable, by subjecting them to
a series of harassments and  exactions
at the hands of petty and meddling
officials. The days are gone when the
life of a Vysia was honourable and in-
dependent.  His present position and
status are worse than those of a petty
fourth class cringing official.

This nation of owrs is a vast one
and its problems cannot be solved by
everyone being asked to become either
an industrial magnate or a coolie. A
vast  body of people have to find
honest  occupation outside the work-



shops and to earn the biblical “hire”
that every honest labourer is worthy
of. If every trade dealing with distri-
bution is brought under harassing offi-
cial control and regulation and also
made into a closed shop by the rules
made by Government, how is the grow-
“ing population to find suitable work and
means of livelihood? Statism leads to
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monopolies and the consequent stran-
gulation of national energy. Trade is a
social service. If nmew recruits to any
social service are to be shut out, how
can that system maintain its health and
service? The business of buying and
selling is not an unwanted evil but is
t.he external shape that life takes in a
frce  economy, and, if that essential
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breathiug process is o he choked by
centralized official aathority with all its
qt(cndzmt evils, we shall have in full
force the communist way of life, wherein
party men and favoured officials are an
aristocracy, and  the only aristocracy,
the rest being all sccond class citizens
it not prisoners on parole.

—Courtesy, The Onlooker Annual
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a fascinating travel experience.
Timeless monuments

and today’s multi-purpose projects.

Unusual scenic contrasts,

ancient dance forms,

a profusion of flora and fauna,

A living pageant wherever you go.

DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM  GOYERNMENT OF INDIA TOURIST OFFICES IN
BOMBAY @ CALCUTTA @ DELH! @ MADRAS
AGRA @ AURANGABAD @ BANGALORE
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Molotov’s name has been struck
olf the registers. All arrears will
be recovered by distraint process,
including  membership-fecs and
bar-dues that might have bheen
mounting in accumulation.

-3 * -]

At a friendship rally in Katanga,
Col. Mitra took out his Kukri and
cased out Dlood, whereupon
Tshombe produced a few  drops
from under his skin. As a token
of friendship, they mixed the
specimens (loud applause). It is
hoped Adoula won't complain of
the creation of bad blood during
the Congo operation.

-3 -3 @

Field Marshal Abdel Amer of
Egypt who recently toured India
with congratulations on onr Goa
success chiming with  President
Brezhnev's felicitations, has been
the subject of a full-length por-
trayal by a press-eulogist who
writes: “The Field Marshal hails
from an Egyptian middle-class
family with farming ancestors”.
India hailed him with a red car-
pet  reception. Jacqueline  Ken-
nedy’s reception will be in tune
with the American slogan “Hail,
Columbial!”

- L] -3

In  her Indo-Pakistan  visit,
Jacqueline Kennedy's press-secre-
tary announces, the First Lady
of America “will be accompanied
by her sister, Princess Lee Ras-
dziwill”.  The question whether
the Swatantra Party might take
it as the revival of the féudal
order will be out of date; - the
elections will have been over and
the Princess is just an American
citizen anyway, as they have only
commoners.

£ ° L 3

In a special cable, Prem Bhatia
(New York) tells us more of ac-
companiment and impedimenta:

Mrs. Kennedy, who dresses herself
with immaculate care, will be ac-
companied by an impressive ward-
robe. ‘

Also accompanying the President’s
wife will be ncarly 75 journalists
and radio and telcvision representa-
tives to feed an extensive clientele
back home.

Public intcrest in the visit-—the
first by an American President’s wife
—has already reached the stage of
excitement.

& L] o

The visit (1961) to Vienna was
extremely simple in scope. Whilst
Kemedy and Khrushchov met in
a room, the wives, Jacqueline and
Nina, sat in an adjacent chamber
modestly chatting on the non-in-
ternational situation. 1962 is going
to be a more spectacnlar year.

- & -]

Since the UNO is running short
of funds, Eugene Black has under-
taken to issue UN bonds redeem-
able after 25 years at 2 per cent
interest.  Mr. Black admitted to
the Chancellor of the Exchequer
in London that the offer was not
financially very attractive to the
investor, but then there is the
assurance that the World Assem-
bly will last at least 25 years.

k-3 - -

Time magazine tells us that
Jackie Kennedy is fond of show-
ing the interior decoration of the
White House adorned by her, and
talking like an-expert-guide.

“ a -2

Hong-Kong  cables announce
that Overseas Chinese have
turned Indonesians. There are in
our country Indians who long ago
turned pro-Chinese but who re-
tain the right of exercising the
vote at home with extra-territorial
fervour.

-] » *

Nehru has rejected Kennedy’s'

proposal whilst Ayub has rejected

’

Nehrie's offer. “Effects not cleared,
present again,”
* -3 *

Dud cheques can’t throw a
banker like Eugene Black into a
panic. News of overdraft may be
expected after the elections are
over. -

* ¥ =%

It the sccessionist of Katanga,
Tshombe, and the Gurkha officer
from India could seal their friend-
ship in blood on R-Dav, what is
there to stand in the way of two
editors of wecklies in ~ Bombay
(now in bitter feud over the North
Bombay election) shouldnt  go
into a wrapt embrace of reconcilia-
tion at the next meeting in Shi-
vaji Park? They should be unarm-
ed, if only to prevent later con-
troversv as in the case of Shivaji's
personal conference with Shaista
Khan.

L o L]

“Just why do you want a mar-
riecd man to work for vou, rather
than a bachelor?” asked the curi-
ons friend.

“Well,”  sighed the employer,
“the married men don't get so
upset if I yell at them.” P.J.
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3 reasons why

Vanaspati
Should Not Be Coloured

he colouration of vanaspati is being demanded in the name of ghee
consumers—on the assumption that it will effectively check the adul-
teration of ghee. But it is a mistaken belief...an impractical suggestion!

' -

1. The colour chosen should be ir-
removable; otherwise it will serve no useful
purpose. The truly fast colours, however, are
known to be toxic or cancer-producing. Intro-
duced in vanaspati, they will be consumed by
millions of our people with their every meal!

2. Ghee made in various parts of India

" comes in different colours. Some of these

shades are strong enough to hide even deeply
coloured vanaspati...thus defeating the very
purpose for which colouration of vanaspati
is being suggested.

3. Vanaspati is NOT the only
substance misused in ghee, but it is by
far the safest...a pure food in itself. The other
adulterants, like charbi, are impure and, there-
fore, objectionable. And they will be increas-
ingly used if varaspati becomes unavailable
to the unscrupulous adulterator.

Vanaspati is a safe, wholesome, nourishing
food. And adding a colour to vanaspati is the
same as adulterating one pure food —to save
another from aduiteration!

VANASPATI DOES CONTAIN
A SAFE LATENT COLOUR
The sesame oil in vanaspati is a safe latent
colour which shows up unfailingly in a simple

chemical test. There is no need for any further
colour!

- Countries using
vanaspati-like fats

VANASPATI-LIKE FATS
ARE USED THROUGHOUT
THE WORLD

Albania Algeria Argentina Australasia Austria
Belgium Brazil British East Africa Bulgaria
Burma Canada Central African Federation
Czechoslovakia Denmark Ethiopia Finland
France E.& W. Germany Greece Hungary
India Iran Iraq Ireland Isracl Italy Japan
Libya Malaya Mexico Morocco Netherlands
Nigeria Norway Pakistan Poland Portugal
Rumania Saudi Arabia Sweden Switzerland
Turkey Union of South Africa U.S.S.R.
U.A.R. UK. US.A. Yemen Yugoslavia.

For more information, please write t0:—
The Vanaspati Manufacturers’ Association of India
India House, Fort Street, Bombay.
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Bear Hesedor— —

The Centre for the Study of
Democratic  Institutions, a non-
governmental educational orgaai-
zation in Washington, has issued
a warning that reflects the politi-
cal and cconomic thought o_f a
large number of  people from
Gandhi dowmwards in India. “The
widespread use in the United
States of computers and automa-
tion might create vast unemplgy'-
ment and social unrest which
would seriously weaken the foun;
dation of American free society.
This is Reuter's summary of a
report published by the Centre.

Little serious thonght is hes-
towed on this pml)lvm of i\ll!ﬁo-
mation tersus employment. The
huge population of India m;_\kes
this  conflict  a  most  serious
aflair.  Factories are (*ncoumg‘ed
to grow into a fatal menace tor
the  millions  employed  on the
home-installed  handloom which
has demonstrated, by its maided
survival, its great and nceessary
place in the cconomic life of t!\is
huge continent of villages. The
handloom weavers are sought to
give their votes to the ruling party
with the help of subsidies received
from the mills which are the na-
tural enemies of the handloom.
This is a strange afl  senscless
policy. What ought to be_! done is
the definite reservation of typvsnf
widespread popular dress worn by
men and women'in this country
for the handloom, leaving 40 the
mills the other types of cloth for
tailor-made dress. There are other
important  matters  too wh}'ch
would be covered by the warning
issued by this American  Study.
Centre and  to which  Indian
politicians should give thought
instead  of succumbing  to  the
lure of automation. Gandhiji
was deeply concerned in and
started many constructive cam-
paigns in conncction with a'll
these matters. He was opposcd, in
general, to automation in our
country except where the machine
conld, like the sewing machine or
bicycle, become the individual's
loyal servant instead of becom-

ing a slave-driver of human
beings, and the enemy of home
and village life.

*

Mr. T. T. Krishnamachari’s
observations regarding his expec-
tations about my rejoining the
Congress appear to have alarmed
some simple folk. T.T.K’s obser-
vations were more strategic than
complimentary. They issued part-
ly out of his personal affection for
me and partly out of a notion
that such observations may serve
to weaken the Swatantra Party’s
growth. The Congress is ever
willing to swallow everybody and
maintain its totalitarian character
and power undiminished. But
the Swatantra Party is not going
to allow itself to be eaten
up and  digested. Indeed, not
only will I not allow my-
self to be hired into the spider’s
web, but T warn the nation that
if the Swatantra movement and
party are not helped to grow into
a sturdy and permanent part of
the democracy of India, we shall
certainly become a prey to tota-
litarianism. The Swatantra Party
is a national essential if democracy
is to survive.

*

The fait accompli of Goa has
been accepted by the Western
nations. They also assert that
friendship for India will not he
affected by this incident. This is
as it must be in the cold war. But
now we have not the moral power
we had before to speak for peace
against nationalism. We had once
great power on that issue. The
charge of ‘double standard’ is still
vigorously maintained against us.
The following is taken from a let-
ter appearing in the New York
Times:

It is more fair to say that by the
standards India has now set, commu-
nist China is doing what Mr. Nehru
thinks fit and proper, i.e., liquidating
anachronistic colonialism—with the
only difference that Portugal actually
ruled Goa for more than four cen-
turies, while the British colonial
Power in India only outlined the

i1

horder now claimed by Mr. Nehru,
but did not establish it legally for
a single day.

In  your cditorial of Jan, 4 you
commented further that “India was,
of course, the first to set an example
in  the application of the ‘double
standard’ through its invasion of Goa”,

I do-not think that one should
blame India too much for having
used force to liberate a part of her
own territory from colonial rule. It
was  against colonial rule that this
country began its independent carcer.
But what has perplexed the world is
rather  Mr. Nchru's liquidation of
French and Portuguese colonial rule
in India while inheriting the bene-
tits of British rule there. A study of
his policy towards Bhutan, Sikkim and
Nepal, his suppression of the natives
in Assam and his strong-arm action
in Hyderabad and Kashmir  would
reveal the meagreness of his depar-
ture from British colonial precedent.

Communist China has settled her
border  issues  with  Burma  and
Nepal amicably. There is no reason
why  the Sino-lndian  frontier ques-
tion cannot be similarly settled, if
only one standard is applied by the In-
dian leader.

Tich-Tseng Li.

West Hartford, Conn, Jan, 7, 1962,

All this is not quite specions.
I feel that by voting for the
Swatantra Party candidates in
large numbers, and building up a
good  Opposition party, we shall
be doing a bit to restore the moral
power of India in the counsels of
the world. The question is not
non-violence in all cases, but
whether in  disregard  of  the
UN., we did well in using force
-even in a right cause, and whe-
ther after this we could plead for
restraint in any other case in the
world where the cause of world
peace requires it.

L

I have been spending a few
days in the Madras State and my
tour covered Tirunelveli, Sattur,
Virudhunagar, Manapparai, Palni,
Chinnalapatti, Dindugal, Karai-
kudi, Devakottai, Srirangam,® Tan-
jore, Tiravarur, Sembanarkoil,
Mayavaram, Chidambaram, Cud-
dalore and Tindivanam. After
addressing ten meetings in Madras
on January 30th and 31st, I am
proceeding to Arcot and Chevvar
before going to Tenali, Kavali and
Nellore in Andhra. 1 hope to be in
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Bombay and speak there on Feb-
ruary 8 and at Broach on Febru-
ary 9, and return to Madras for
further work. If what I have seen
during ‘my tours does not tally
with  the election results there
must be something wrong in the
election procedure that calls for
moral and legal reform.

%

Mr. Thangasami Nadar has is-
sued an explanation for his with-
drawal from the contest in Tiru-
chendur parliamentary constitu-
ency, which has been published
in the Indian Express of the 1st
February, .

Mr. Thangasami’s long explana-
tion does not explain—

1. Why he did not consult, or
even inform the District President,
Treasurer or Secretary of the
Swatantra Party before withdraw-
ing, although they were all in the
same town (Tirunelveli) all along
where the withdrawal was pre-
sented to the Returning Officer.
I was also in Tirunelveli on the
date of the withdrawal and Mr.
Thangasami knew it.

2. Why the letter alleged to
have been written by him to me
and others was not dated, while
the postmark showed 3 p.m. of
23rd  January, the date of the
withdrawal. It was posted simul-
taneously with the withdrawal or
perhaps a little afterwards.

3. How the withdrawals of the
candidates opposing Mr. T. T.
Krishnamachari, all took place to-
gether on the 23rd January, with
two days yet remaining for Mr.
Thangasami to consult the party
and take its consent.
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4. How Mr. Thangusami recon-
ciles his conduct with the pledge
he had given that he would not
withdraw under any circumstan-
ces without the consent of the
party; and he had signed this
solemn pledge on three forms.

5. How he reconciles his expla-
nation with what he had told the
President, Treasurer, and Secre-
tary of the party in the district
on January 20th, 21st and 22nd
about the situation regarding his
chances of winning, during which
talks he had never disclosed his

alleged fears about either expen- -

diture or success.

6. What' made him, even after
the withdrawal, not to attend the
candidates’ meeting on the after-
noon of 23rd January, which was

attended by me.

7. What prevented him from not
even seeing me on the 23rd Janu-
ary when I was in  Tirunelveli,
and why he made himself scarce
that day and thereafter.

I am glad he has now written
to me that 1 should forget the
whole business and forgive him,
but I write this because his so-
called explanation has appeared
in the Indian Express.

*

Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru said, at
Vishakapatnamn that

he wondered how the Swatantra
party called the present India a “per-
mits and licences raj”. The country
had before it the ideal of a Wellare
State and at certain stages permits
and licences had to be issued and
there might be certain drawbacks in
_the procedure. Those difficultics
should be got rid of and there was
no point in making a hue and cry
about these permits and licences.

Allowing for defects and errors
of reporting, this statement is
worthy of special notice. It is ob-
vious from this statement that
Mr. Nehru has not realized the
inherent implications of socialism.
In the contemplation of the wel-
fare and happiness which he ex-
pects to result from socialism, he
has failed to realize the inescap-
able evils of the policy. He
now appears dimly to see them.
Congress  socialism is what has
been given the name of Statism
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and it cannot escape the pcrmit-
licence-cquota system. Indeed per-
mit-licence-raj is the shape that
socialist policy must take in India.
Not “at certain stages,” as Mr.
Nehru admits, but always produc-
t1.()11 and business must under so-
cialism be done through permits
an.d licences. “There may be cer-
tain drawbacks in the procedure.
'Ijhese” difficulties should be gol
rid of,” says Mr. Nehru; not “draw-
backs” but favouritisim, injustice
and _graft must ever attend  the
permit-licence-raj. Ministers  and
partymen must back and oppose
applications, and interfere in the
administration, with the resulting
corruption  and  retardation of
progress. Not unless free economy
becomes the policy can these evils
be got rid of. This is what the
Swatantra Party stands for. It is
good to see that Mr. Nehru is rea-
lizing the force of what we have
been saying.
*
Acharya N. G. Ranga writes
about Mr. M. Ganapati as follows:
I am glad that Rajaji is supporting
the candidature of Mr. M. Ganapati
for the South Madras parliamentary
constituency. I have known Mr.
Guanapati, when he was working as
the General Manager and Director of
the Rourkela Steel Plant. T happened
to study his methods of work and
organization, when 1 was the Chair-
man of the Public Accounts Commit-
tee. T am glad to say that the mem-
bers of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee and mysclf were very much
impressed  with the drive,  encrgys
ability, patriotic endeavours displayed
by him. It was a pity that this par-
tisan and parochial and caste-minded
Government had fafled to ask him
to guide the Indian Steels, because
lic would have tricd his best (with
much success) to minimize, if not to
climinate, the present  wastes  that
are being incurred on the Steel Plants.
What  was lost by Government s
now heing gained by the public life
of  India by his decision to  enter
Parliament, We need more of such
brilliant administrators and organizers
in Parliament.
1 wish him all success and 1 con-
gratulate  Madras  City on  having

gained him for itsell.
C . k
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“« TIME” MAGAZINE ON SWATANTRA

The following extracts from .the
latest isste of the American Time
magazine will be of interest to our
veaders:

The Swatantra (Freedom) Party is the
most important opposition movement in
the (clection) campaign, even though it
was founded only three years ago, has
never heen tested at the polls, and has
only ten members in the Lok Sabha—
all rebels and outcasts from other par-
tics. Swatantra is vigorously conserva
tive, opposes Nehra's idea of a planned
socicty, Nchru has slashingly attacked
it as the main ideological challenge to
the kind of India he wants to build.
Nehru  called the Swatantra leaders
“fascist,”  says: “Nobody  knows
which contury they live in—the 15th
or the 16th.”

Nehrw's fury partly stems from the
fact that the Swatantra leader, Chak-
cwvarti Rajagopalachari, India’s most
prestigious older statesman, attacks
Nehru personally. “C.R.” also nicknamed
“Rajaji,” has stung Nchru by calling
the Congress reign “corrupt and dis-
honest ... worse than the rule of the
Mogul emperor,” has accused him of
leading India to Statism and commnu-
nistn. A bowed and frail Madras Brah-
man whom Gaundhi once called “keeper
of my conscience,” CR. was a leader
in the Congress freedom fight against
the British, was the only Indian ever to
serve as India’s Governor General. A
leader of the Congress right wing, he
(uit the party in 1959 when it pass.ed
a resolution in favour of co-operative
farming. At 84, though mentally alert,
Rajaji is not running for election, guides
his party from the sidelines.

India’s lcftists accuse Swatantra of
heing “feudal” and “socially backward”
because it is supported by a clutch of
princes and princesses, most notable of
whom is the beauteous Maharani of Jai-
pur, who s Swatantra Party boss
in Rajasthan. Ignored i the fact
that there are more princes and
zamindars (feadal landlords) in Congress
than in the Swatautra. Despite the ery
that  Swatantra is the “millionaires
» C.R. has been generally unsuc-
attracting financial  support
from  Indiw’s  richest corporations.
Right-wing businessmen instead con-
tibute  gencrously to Congress, for
obvious reasons: they depend on the
government for the permits and licences
without which their businesses canr‘xot
function or cxpand. One industrialist,
J. R D. Tata, head of the huge Tata
iron and stee] combine, has had the
courage to give one-third of his cam-

party.
cossful in

paign contribution to the Swatantra,
the rest to Congress. Says Party Leader
Rajagopalachari of the licence system
he detests: “We got 1id of the British
raj. Now we have a permit raj.”

& L4 L4

In the years of the British raj, Con-
gress kindled the fires of independence,
gathered under its banners peasants,
landowners, untouchables, maharajahs,
communists, capitalists, liberals and re-
actionaries. Only the massive national
appeal of Mahatma Gandhi and the
united  determination to oust  Britain
from India kept the catchall party to-
gether. But the Congress became so
ingrained in the Indian consciousness
that the party did not fall apart after
independence came in 1947, The vari-
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ours clements that made it up stuck
together to reap the rewards of politi-
cal power. “Not a few of them cashed
in heavily on freedom,” says  Indian
Editor Frank Moracs. “For them inde-
pendence  has  meant  patriotism, plus
20 per cent.”

Most of the older Congressmen ritu-
aligtically  wear the diaperlike  dhoti
and white Gandhi cap to identify them-
sclves with the dead hero. The party
has a few first-rate men, but Congress
politicians  generally are  unsophisti-
cated, unlearned and uninspiring nom-
entitics.  After 15 years of  Congress
rule, the party is shot through with
corruption, incfficiency and favouritism.
The major problems that existed at the
time of Gandli’s death are still to be
solved, India’s economy is a schizophre-
nic  mixture of State and private
cnterprise.
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PANDITJI AND PRINCES

By BHIKKU

I tax not you, you clements,
with unkindness;
I never guve you kingdom,
cald you children.
—Kinc LEar.

Oue of the phantoms at. which
our Prime Minister has been cast-
g a sinister eye since his Orissa
clection  campaign is the aristo-
cracy, the erstwhile princes
and”  zamindars. The wordy
swipes against them cuts more
widely and deeply when he consi-
ders that there is a conjunction
hetween them and the Swatantra
Party. i

The acidity of his refe-
rences, indicates a thread run-
ning through them of Dbasic
distrust and dislike, if not menace,
against these personages who
have had the temerity to be des-
cendants of rulers and zamindars,
apart from a few of them doubl-
ing that sin by joining the Swa-
tantra Party. This attitude is re-
winiscent of the days of Robes-
pierre and the French Revolution.
As the saying goes, “It may be
possible to forgive a man for the
good he has done you, but it is
hard to forgive him for the injury
you have done him!”

What indeed is their inequity?
Is it that many of them are still
looked upon as ‘ma-baps” and still
hold a sway in the minds and
affections of the people, who were
once their subjects or tenants,
which the current potentates of
Delhi can’t abide? Is it that no
wiclders of power can bear to be
shadowed by the prestige of
any other kind? Or is it
the embalmed memory of an-
cient cxtravagances, favouritisms,
flamboyances and other peccadcl-
loes? If so, have not all these been
blown away with the ‘wind of
change’—a Congress idiom—when
Sardar Patel played Kismet? The
inheritors of many of these un-
savoury characteristics are  not
now the lineal descendants of
rulers and zamindars. but the la?-
ter-day nabobs of Delhi and their
henchmen, whose financial intem-
perance with the hard-wrung

chouth from the people is marked

by such items as special air-strips
for air craft, hoppings about the
world on cultural, study and good-
will missions, and wastes and
spending sprees innumerable 'that
beggar the old-time gallivantings
of ex-aristocrats with only their
Rolls-Royces.

All these are on the debit side
of the ledger. On the credit side,
weren't there many great entries?

The knowledge that these
chiefs had of the hopes, predilec-
tions and day-to-day troubles of
their subjects, and their concern
and ready respouse to them, were
special and intimate that cannot
be matched in the mass scale do-
goodings and uplifts that involve
skeins of red tape and tiers of offi-
cialdom. In actuality, the condi-
tion of most of the States has wor-
sened since their integration with
the rest of India. These nobles
maintained a continuous recogni-
tion and appreciation of worth in
all fields in practical ways, whe-
ther such excellence was of brain
or brawn, in arts or literature, at
periods in the history of this land,
when the horizon was arid with
wars, anarchy and confusion,
and later when the cheap gla-
mour of the West threatened to
overwhelm all that was distinc-
tive, golden and  gemmed.
The canals, lakes and irri-
gation systems that were kept
patent and lushly fruitful by the
willing  labour of the villagers

themselves, the lofty  gopurams

and ornate worship in temples
that enlivened faith, and regulated
conduct into unprodded social
cohesion, were tributes to the lea-
dership of the ancestors of these
same princes and zamindars.
And more than all, is not a deep
debt of gratitude owing to them
for the understanding and manner
in which they stepped down, and
stood aside. when the time came

and the country called for it? M| nime TIRUPATI COTTON
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could have happened in hundred
other places in India but for the
patriotism  that overrode personal
pride, power and profit on the
part of these chiefs.

The rule of thumb premiss fos-
tered by the socialistic pattern
that “every person who is hungry
is a good person and every pef—
son who is not hungry is a bad
person” is handy only for perpe-
tuating in a gullible way the suze-
rainty of those who have cornered
the mcasure and balance of distri-
bution in the manner of the fox
which divided the lump of cheese
between two fighting cats.  The
postulate  has  another strident
undertone that they that are full
in their belly shall also go hungry,
and this is a psychological salve
to the hurts of the ill-fed that has
mordant value in the vote-counter.
Since the lengthening of the Pro-
crustian  bed is a laborious task
requiring time, socialism will start
with cutting to size the excess
corporcal Iengths of the human
occupants to the size of the
bed. With all this, should the
victims, in addition, be objects of
flannting Ml-manners just because
a few of them refuse to be door-
mats?

%‘ PANDIT
0. GOPALACHARLUS
7

JEEQAM@@

FOR HEALTH & STRENGTH

AVURVEBDASRAMAM
(»mvare)Lro.
MADRAG-1?

CORRIGENDUM

! In  the advertisement
' of TIRUPATI COTTON
- MILLS LTD. that was pub-
lished in the Swarajya
Special Number Y1962 the

i
!
J
1

MILLS PRIVATE LTD.




Regd. No. M 6779

THE ATUL PRODUCTS LTD.
Atul, via, Bulsar, '
Western Railway.

SWARAJYA

ATUL

® DYES

® CHEMICALS

®* PHARMACEUTICALS

February 10, 1962

(Founded by KHASA SUBBA RAU;
Editor: POTHAN JOSEPH

Vol. VI. No. 38 MADRAS, FEBRUARY 17, 1962 Price 15 nP

WHY PEOPLE SHOULD VOTE FOR THE SWATANTRA PARTY

The Cong‘rf'ss Party is making
desperate efforts to see that no
effective  Opposition party comes
into being as a result of this year’s
general eli{ections in India. To save
parliamentary democracy, which
the Constitution of India was
framed to establish in order that
what has amounted in reality to
one-party rule, with a regimented
economy, may not in course of
time become absolute dictatorship,
people should vote for the Swa-
tantra Party at the ensuing elec-
tions.

The Congress Party is doing
everything to destroy individual
freedom. Socialist economy is the

opposite of individual freedom.

Socialism is put forward as a
means to attain welfare. Coun-
tries which have tried it have
found that it does not work. If
the people of India desire to
achieve material progress with-
out losing the most valuable ele-
ment in national happiness, viz., a
sense of individual freedom, they
should vote for Swatantra.

The Congress, which is the
ruling party, is in possession of all
the facilities which a regimented
welfare-State provides for perpe-
tuation of its rule. This is dan-
gerous. To vote for the Congress
Partv now and give it another
period for cousolidation of its
power would be doubly dange-
rous. The question at the clections
is not about Mr. Nehru, but whe-

__ther the autocratic regime of the

Congress Party should not be

The Constitution has been
amended  with the assistance of
the ruling party’s present majority
quite a number of times, each time
the courts declared the expropria-
tory laws to be invalid, they being
opposed to the fundamental rights
guaranteed in the original Consti-
tution. Basic rights have been
whittled down so greatly that the

“ruling party now holds a sword of

terror over all owners of land or
other property and businessmen
in every held. The State can put
its machinery into motion, so that
land may be taken away by the
State with no appeal to court to
contest the faimess or adequacy
of the compensation awarded by
the Government. The Swatantra
Party is opposed to these lawless
laws. It is not opposed to the re-
form of land tenures or giving of
relief to tenants but seeks to re-
sist lawless expropriations under
the powers taken by the amend-
ments of the Constitution. The
party seeks to restore the Consti-
tution to its original form which
guaranteed the freedom of citi-
zens to follow occupations of their
choice and solemnf; affirmed the
citizens” rights to property lawfully
acquired. All people believing in
civilization, progress and culture
based on these fundamental rights
of citizens should support and
strengthen the Swatantra Party.

The Swatantra Party holds that
people  who  raise food-crops

ABOLISH LAND

should not be taxed but rewarded
and encouraged.

The move for compulsory and
semi-compulsory  collectivization
of peasants’ farms leading to the
extinction of individual rights is
a move detrimental to production
besides being expropriatory.

If the great handloom cottage
industry of India is to be saved
from being crushed by the mills
and a wide-spread crisis of unem- -
ployment averted, the electorate
should vote against the Con-
gress and support the Swa-
tantra Party.

To sum up, the Congress has
turned away from Gandhiji and
switched over to Marx. Every one
who desires progress in the frame-
work of freedom should support
the Swatantra Party. Those few
who think it would be good for
them to give unlimited power to
officials and ministers may vote for
the Congress Party and for its
Permit-Licence-Control-Raj;  but
those who stand for only a mini-
mum of State-power and maximum
freedom for the individual citizen
should vote for the Swatantra
Party.

The Congress Party has been
in office for fifteen years but has
not given to the people good gov-
ernment. Gigantism and Facadism
arc the characteristics of this
party’s policies, and these have
led to crushing taxation, soaring
prices and hopeless indebtedness
to foreign nations. The Swatantra
Party stands for prudence. dis-
cretion and reduction of taxation.

curbed.(T o vote for the Congress
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day administration of the country.
't his has led to injustice, graft and
misrule. The Swatantra Party is
upp()sed to this practice of politi-
CaL prissure to divert the course
of just administration. The ad-
ministrative machinery should be
free from political pressures and
there should be an administrative

tribunal, as in France, to set right -

injusticts that cannot be taken to
the ()rdinury courts. Good govern-
ment can be established in India

SWARAJYA

and a bulwark raised acainst
totalitarianism, only if the pocople
vote in sufficient numbers tor the
Swatantra Party.

The vote is a gun in your hands
to be used in defence of freedom,
democracy and dharma. Do not
let it lie unused. Do not sell it
away for a mess of pottage. He
who seeks to buy it is atraitor to
democracy and has thereby de-
monstrated his unfitness to sit in
the legislature.
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ECONOMANIA
By SALVADOR DE MADARIAGA

Economania is the mental dis-
case of all modern bodies politic.
It afflicts the free no less than the
commumist world. It consists in
imagining  that everything  that
happens in human societics can
be vxpluined in economic terms,
flows [rom economic causes and
can be cured by economic reme-
dies. Economania is the cause of
socialism, which in its turn may
be ‘d'escribcd as an attempt at
curing by public ownership the
shortcomings of liberal economy.

This 'mispluced ambition ignores
the chief factor in the situation,
namely, that the shortcomings of
liberal economy, where they oc-
cur, are not economic but. moral-
social. As an economic systém, li-
beralism is unsurpassed. By eli-
minating the ineﬂLl)cient producers
through competition, it ensures the
highest productivity at the lowest
cost. It fails if and when compe-
tition does not stop at the limits
set to it by the general good. But
then, if the moral-social standards
of the community in question go
no higher than that, it may be
safely  asserted that  socialism
would prove to be in that com-
munity an cven worse failure
th-m Tiberalism, for it would have
to function without either an ade-
gnate social sense or the stimnu-
lus of private initiative.

Socialism is in itself an adver-
sary of liberty, for at least two
reasons. It entrusts economic
. power to the Statey, which being

alrcady  the holder of political
power, concentrates in its own
hands all the power there is. To
argue that the people will check
the Stz’tte won't do, because “the
people” is a crowd of Smiths and
]on(‘..s‘es who, in a socialist com-
munity, will nearly all depend on
the State for their living, -and will
thercfore prefer silence to risking
their careers. The second rcason
is that if the State acquires all the
means of production, it will con-
trol the banks. Through the con-
trol _()f credit, it will control pro-
duction of material and intellec-

tual goods. That will mean the
cnd of liberty.

Why? Here is an example. To-
day the author of a book rejected
by a publisher, will go to another
one. When a State turns to social-
ism, it becomes the only publisher.
The rejected author remains
gagged for good. Still worse is the
case of newspapers. When all the
papers are published by the State,
what becomes of public opinion?
And when the only employer is
the State, what becomes of that
freedom of choice of his emplo-
yer which is today the guarantee
of the worker’s frecdom and pros-

“perity?

{\n automatic, that is, self-regu-
lating classification of men by
(.)rder of their capacities and merits
is an indispensable factor for a
society to keep its health in a good
condition. - Men must risc to the
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level their capacity entitles them
to occupy, or fall to that they are
()l'][y good for; otherwise, the
higher  ranks of the community
may be soon choked with incom-
petent fools and the lower ranks
poisoned by frustrated talents. This
vertical freedom of movement can
only be assured by a society orga-
n.r/,(‘d on a liberal cconomy. Socia-
lism will break it, for in the end
socialism amounts to a State-regu-
lated cconomy, in which sooner
or later the civil service dwarfs
will tie to the ground with miles
of red tape every Gulliver of talent
that may threaten their sleep.
Furthermore, a community is a
C()gnplcx organisi in which many
th‘mgs happen which no  single
mind can master. Like a l)l'ilil; it
pulsates ideas and sensations; like
a heart, it throbs with the life-
blood of goods and  services in
and out. No single man can mas-
ter its workings. For a community
to know itself, or more modestly
put, to ucquir(' the modicum of
knowledge of itself that is necded
for its own government, nothing
less is required than the contribu-
tions of all its citizens. Frecdom
of thought, of meeting, of politi-
cal organization, of exchange of
views and news is, thercfore, es-
sential.  Here  again,  socialism
would tend to restrict this free-
dom by submitting its material
conditions to a prucli(';ll mmmpoly.

But we liberals owe socialism
a debt of gratitude. It has rein-
troduced into liberalism  that
sense of the common good which
was indced at the origin of all
true liberalism but was often for-
gotten by liberals in the rough and
tumble of daily work. Liberalism
is the only truly progressive school
of political thought there is, on
'con.dition it does not forget that
it is only a mecthod, Hm‘ngh the
best, to ensure the common g()()(l.

A ‘proliﬁc writer and litterateur, and
S‘panish by birth, Salvador de Mada-
riaga (73) is a liberal with unconven-
tional  views. e represented  his
country at the League of Nations,
was professor of Spanish literature at
Oxford and Ambassador in Washing+
ton and Paris. Now for 235 ycars he
has heen a voluntary cxile from the
Franco regime ot Oxford.
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RAJAJI’S REPLY TO NEHRU

Mr. Nehru came to Madras on
Tuesday with all the parapherna-
lia of the Prime Minister of India
and  attempted in his speech to
answer my oftrepeated charges
and made counter-charges against
me of spcuking in anger and in
the confusion of mind caused by
unaccountable anger. I am grate-
ful for the respect he continues
to have for me. He wants me to
say preciscly what I want and
paint the picture of India as 1
desire it to Dbe. The Swatantra
manifesto answers this challenge
and not cven adverse newspapers
have found it wanting in definite-
ness or clarity. But as Mr. Nchru
has had no time to read it, here
is my picture.

I want an India clear of the at-
mosphere of fear in which it is
now enveloped, where honest men
engaged in the difficult tasks of
sroduction or trade can carry on
their occupation without fear of
ruin at  the hands of officials,
ministers and party hosses.

I want an India where talent
and energy can find scope for play
without having to cringe and ob-
tain speciul individual permission
from oflicials and ministers, and
where their efforts will be judged
by the open market in India and
abroad.

I want the dense permit-licence-
fog not to sit on us. I want Sta-
tism to go and Govern-
ment reduced to its pro-
per functions.

Mr. Nehru says he has not been
approached by any permit-seeker.
True. But he has an army of 150
ministers under him and nume-
rous professional congressmern
busy in this new occupution of
assisting men to get quotas and
permits.

I want real L"(lll‘dl ()pp()rtunitics
for all and no private monopolies
created by the Permit-Licence-Raj.

I want an India where the peas-
ants are not intimidated or be-
guiled into_giving up their lands
for Mr. Nehru to build castles in
the air through co-operative farm-
ing.

I want sccurity for all owners
of property, land or other forms of
acquisitions, without a Sword of
Damocles hanging over them
threatening expropriation without
payment of just and full compen-
sation as fixed by ]'udiciul autho-
rities on correct principlcs and not
according to the dictation of poli-
tical legislation,

I want the fundamental rights
to be restored to their original
shape and kept intact.

I want an India where heavy
direct and indirect taxes do not
prevent the building up of private
capital, discouraging  enterprise
and effort.

I want an India where the bud-
get of the Centre does not cause
inflation and soaring prices.

“Tirs 15 Sechaist /

I want the inefficiency
of public management to
go where the competi-
tive economy of private
management  can look
after affairs.

I want the corruptions
of this permit-licence-raj
to go.

I want the officials ap-
pointed to administer laws
and  policies to be free
‘from the pressures of the
bosses of the ruling party,
and  gradually restored
back to the standards of
fearless
they once maintained.

honesty which ,?“;‘w__
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I want an India where the State
does not tax for capital invest-
ment, making the present genera-
tion’s life miserable.

I want the money power of Big
Business to be isolated from poli-
tics. Democracy is hard to be
worked and it should not be .
ruined by money power and ren-
dered into a simulacrum by expen-
sive clections and Big Business
supporting the ruling party with
funds in return for privileges or in
fear of the State’s regulatory
powers.

I want an India where Dharma
once again rules the Learts of men
and not greed.

I want the spirit of compassion
and benevolence to have free play
and not stifled by State schemes
of monopolising all welfare by
over-taxation and over-centrali-
zation.

I want the State to know its
limitations and function in humi-
lity and the citizens to realize
spirituulity through the traditional
channels inherited by us in India
in that regard.

All this that I want cannot
obviously be realized under Mr.
Nehru's rule as long as he sticks
fast to his particular brand of
socialism. Hence it is I oppose him
and work for the Swatantra Party.

I want a strong party to be in
real opposition to the ruling party
—whichever party it may be—so
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CURRENT EVENTS::

In his pick-up of secondhand
Economics, a theme in respect of
which both the Defence Minister
and be suffer from a chronic al-
lergy, the Prime Minister haran-
gues thousands of people during
his stump-tour, making assertions
devoid of factual basis. When
challenged to prove his state-
ments, he assumes the attitude of
the petted child in the nursery
who cries back: “Since I said so,
I will say it again and again”. In
reply to his wanton assertion that
in the United States, business is
expanding through public-sectori-
zation, Mr. M. R. Masani had
quoted details exposing the fan-
tasy and telling him that even
railroads in America (which in
India is the largest national under-
taking) are owned and operated
through private ownership giving
excellent competitive  service.
Other features of American enter-
prise were also cited by Mr.
Masani in contrast, but Mr. Nehru
is apparently unaffected by de-
monstrable corrections,

L] L] o

Obsessed by the idea of his in-

fallible stand on matters foreign

and  domestic, he declares that
within ten years of foreign depen-
dence, over and above slaughter-
tap taxation of Rs. 1,800 crores
directly promised by the Finance
Minister as fresh levy, our manu-
factured goods would flood mar-
kets abroad besides creating an
affluent society at home. Even
now, with the eye of faith those
\‘vho view the results of India’s
“mighty  adventure” in lanning,
are bidden to applaud the alleg-
ed rise in the standard of living
unrelated, of course, to rupee-
inflation, whilst Government “holds
up the price-line.” Contradictions
infuriate the Prime Minister, and
he looks upon critics as cock-eyed
beholders belonging to the 16th
century ignorant of the A.B.C. of
agro-e::onomic realities in focus.
L] @

Speaking at Muzaffurpur Mr.
Ashok Mehta assailed the indus-
trial and economi~ policies of the
Government.  Mr.- Ashok Mehta
said at an election-rally: “In spite
of ‘the two Five-Year Plans, rural
indebtedness has increased  and
the number of the unemployed
has risen to 15 millions, the high-

RAJAJI'S REPLY ... ... ... ... ...

that the wheels of democracy may
run on the straight road.

In fine, I want the Congress
party’s rule to be substituted in
course of time by that of the
Swatantra Party and for the pre-
sent that the ruling party should
be in constant dread of being cri-
ticized and thrown out of office,
and for that purpose that a strong
pha]zmx of Swatantra members
should be in Parliament. The
hypnosis of an irremovable Con-
gress Government should be
removed. .

I feel that in the main the pre-
sent Congress Party is filled all
over India by greedy and power-
hungry men. If T so feel, am I to
suppress my feelings? Should T
not express it so that men may
see that such a party does not
deserve to rule India and control
and regulate the affairs of men in
a one-party dictatorship?

ex
%0

I use harsh language, because 1
am disgusted with the ways of the
Congress Party and the’ atmos-
phere of corruption, fear and flat-
tery that are choking the national
spirit. But the Congress Party and
its  representatives in office do
worse than use harsh language—
they tell lies—the biggest lic
among them being that the Swa-
tantra Party is a rich man’s party or
that it-is not led by me but by big
businessmen; that it is a Rajah’s
party and so forth; that the nation
will be able to repay the moun-
tain high foreign loans—that we
shall produce commodities which,
after local consumption, can be

For_ted in sizable quantities and
Id abroad to repay the debts
principal and interest. -
I want India to regain her moral
stature abroad and I do not want

‘our people to be bamboozled into

thinking that we have not lost
what moral authority we com-

manded during Gandhiji’s days.
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est ever in backward countries”.
Mr. Neliru is in a traumatic trance
that foreign visitors speak highly
of India’s progress. Quoting
recent UN report, Mr. Mchta said
that India ranked 24th in a list
of 30 countries whose economic
conditions had been  surveyed
5. Surely the
PM. cannot question the sourcc
r)f information, since the promo-
tion of the world organization
has been a common portfolio bet-
ween him and Mr. Menon who
are deploying Indian forces in far-
off countries like the Congo for
anification in the fullness of time,
a purpose for which Cyrille
Adoula wants a fresh reorganiz-
ing and re-training of the Congo-
lese army now subject to impulses
of rebellion. Another index  of
prosperity cited by Mr. Ashok
Mchta is the statistical detail that
on an investment of Rs. 600 crores
in the public sector, hardly about
Rs. 3 crores has been earned in
the ledger as paper-profits. Facts
are stubboru little things, but they
are  just evaded by the Prime
Minister who tellscock-and-bull
stories “to listeners  gaping 0
demigod worship.
o o e

Speaking at Nagpur Dr. Chin-
taman Deshmukh dwelt on agri-
cultural production and said that
while co-operation had  iinmense
potentials in increasing farm-out-
put, “it is futile to expect that it
will be universal or even procee
fast enongh to make an jmpact on
the situation for several Plan-
periods. In the short run, it might
well be that withdrawals of per-
sonal and individual incentives t0-
gether with its replacements by
work measured in  terms ©
hourly wages by members of co-
operatives, would lead to diminish
and not to increase production .
The former Finance Minister has
no axe to grind against the drum-
heat story that ryots could walk in
and out of co-operatives irrespec-

-
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tive of tight obligations incurred,
and that it is going to make for
roaring harvests under the Nag-
pur Resolution. Having sponsored
the nmgic~prop0s,al, Mr. Nehru
must needs stick to it against the
record of past experience in which
co-operative bosses wangled their
way into the status of profiteering
authority and manipulators  of
party-mastership. Mr. Deshmukh
admitted that therc were great
possibilities if the idea materializ-
ed in the form of “the Japanese
rural co-operative  organizations
independent of Government  as-
sistance”.  As conditions on  that
model do not exist, it is no use
gulling the masses with fairy-tales
of the future.
& L L]

That the official hand in the
elections is clear against the Oppo-
sition is proved by the fact that
the ruling party has dodged the
demand that polling should  be
held during a brief period of
President’s rule which would
have given a fair field; but the arts
of pressurization cannot be con-
cealed. For instance, the Punjab
Governor N. V. Gadgil in a vehe-
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Minister professing dynamic pro-
gressiveness  laid  down the
principle that “once the elec-
torate gave its verdict in the
general election, it should be the
bounden duty of Opposition par-
ties not to interfere in the coun-
try’s development-work for the
next five years’. Critics are ex-
pected to muzzle themselves while
the ruling party should enjoy an
all-India permit to treat the coun-
try as party-property and feel en-
titled to play ducks and drakes
with the resources of an impove-
rished country. Such being his
philosophy of democratic rule, we
shou'd not be surprised at the
devices adopted to sweep the poll
and  wield “a  broom-stick” as
proposed by Mr. Nehru in deal-
ing with parties whom, in sudden
austs of wrath, the Prime Minis-
ter deseribes as Fascists. P

COMPULSORY HINDI

New Delhi, Feb. 7.

The Uni(m Home Ministry has
emphasized  that it is incumbent
npon government  employees
below 45 years to attend Hindi

5

classes when they are assigned to
them.

I a letter to the Central Minis-
tries, the Home Ministry has said
that “wilful and unjustified ab-
sence from Hindi classes will
make them liable to disciplinary
action for neglect of official
duty”.

The Hvme Ministry has  said
that there is still a considerable
short-fall in attendance at Hindi
Jasses  and a large number of
t.ainees do not appear in the exa-
mination at the end of the
course.

Since the examinations held
form an essential part of the train-
ing, government servants who
have completed various courses
are normally- expected to appear
for the examinations held at the
end of each session. While the
trainces cannot be subject to any
penalty or departmental action it
they fail in the examination, the
Union Home Ministry has remind-
ed that it is incumbent on them to
attend  classes regularly and to
appear for the prescrihcd exami-
nation.—The Hindu.

ment specch at Feroze-
pur pleaded that once
the Prime Minister is
reinstalled in superior
power, it would have a
beneficient effect for the
world at large. His can-
vassing from the rostrum
for votes against the
Opposition was develop-
ed from the Ferozepur
platform (January 30) by
the Union Home Minis-
ter Lal Bahadur Shastri.
He challenged Opposi-
tion critics to fight “the
general election with
clean hands against the
Congress”, the implica-
tion is that Congress
hands are not besmeared
with filthy lucre collected
under the cover of the
law from business-houses
who cannot afford to
displease  the ruling
party. Next, after a
pause, he described the
Swatantra Party as re-
actionary. The Home

BIG BUSINESS IS QUITE HAPPY!
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JAWAHARLAL — LAST PHASE
By POTHAN JOSEPH

His best friends should warn
him of the symptoms of imba-
lance and incoherence characteris-
ing Prime Minister Nehru’s latter-
day speeches denouncing Oppp-
sition critics who, in all goodwill,
point out errors in the drift of
his policy, nepotist outfit, and ad-
ministrative practices. He lashes
right and left, both in the vehe-
mence of his self-appreciation
and the rancour of his contempt
for - non-Congress parties genuine-
ly apprehensive of tocing the line.
Prodigy he is, but there is weari-
ness  of the flesh to betray  the
natural promptings of  splenetic
outbursts.  Lord Rosebery in his
study of Napoleon: The Last
Phase analyses the growth of fa-
tigue and disintegration in human
specimens of heroism and genius.
Lis conclusion is relevant:

The truth we take to be this. The
mind of man has not in it sufficient
ballast to enable it to exercise, or
endure for long, supreme uncontrolled
power. Or, to put it in other words,
the hwman frame is unequal to any-
thing approaching ommipotence.  All
history  from the Cacsars  onwards
teaches us this. Strong as was the
‘intellect of Napoleon, it formed no
exception to the rule.

Between the battle of Toulon and
the last journey to St. Helena,
Napoleon had put in twenty years
of specmcular triumphs staggering
continents, but the man was on
the decline, and Lord Roscbery
speaks of “incredible self-delusion
and want of insight” which made
him treat human beings “as pawns
and move them about the board
according to his own momentary
whim, without a thought of their
passions or character or traditions;
in a word by ignoring human
nature”. ’

“What he wanted was instru-
ments not Ministers,” a mood
(says Lord Rosebery) that “not
merely scems to raise man for a
moment bcy(md his fellows, but
constitutes a strain which human
nerves are not able to endure.”
The example of Julius Caesar
which is quoted reminds readers
that there was eclipse in

the lustrums of Julius Caesar
darkening judgment and releasing
unbridled speech. As Jawaharlal
frequently tells us, he has had the
limelight on him for more than
forty years, and that even before
the glimpse of national Indepen-
dence, India had his foreign
policy to mould the shape of
things to come, meaning his juve-
nile ascendancy in the Gandhian
era and his annual utterance on
the international situation. His
cloquence, once so refined, has
distinetly undergone a change that
requires the expression “lashing
out” to indicate the unrestrained
assertions  of an infallible Ego.
The epithets he flings at the Swa-
tantra Party and its founder-leader
are  deplorably out of ' character
with  Jawaharlal Nehrn  twelve
years ago. Parliamentary deco-
rum is cast to the winds. Even
his Congress speeches and party-
manifestoes represent a concaten-
ation of sentences which move on
a zigzag pattern, the first  part
making a statement which the
second half qualifies by a contra-
diction—evidence of the schizo-
phrenic image and the

.

-
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in a blend of canting and ranting,
he rubs his eyes and condemns all
signs of dissidence saying "I really
cannot understand this tamasha,”
as if he had retained an open mind
in the jumble of words reeking
with sententious chicanery. Such
a test bears Napoleonic features in
the last phase. It is hoped
that the Publications Division
is not preparing a volume of
“]awahar};al Nehru's  Election
(1962) Speeches.” Such a book
would be a monument of disser-
vice to his name and fame as the
creator of New India, despite all
its blotches of “ridiculous non-
sense”, and its many verbal vari-
ants, smudging the page. Appre-
ciation of economic facts (never
his favourite exercise in the last
forty years of glamour and tri-
umph) does not tether his scope
of advertising success by blatant
assertions.  Age Ccrt;linly IS no
handicap in the forming of judg-
ment, but it can hecome so flexi-
ble with excuses of “mixed eco-
nomy” that the canons of judg-
ment  cease to he scientific, just
when  the superb claim is the
“scientific ontlook™ for all things
that turn up in the mind during
rambling discourses, whether of
stars above or of hell below.

current passion of the

personality-cult on which" ‘ m
7 AMINDAR!

is hinged the
standards  of
loyalty.

For Jawaharlal Nehru,
there is now a stock-in-
trade of a dozen claims
boosting the “achieve-
ments” of the last twelve
years which he thinks is
incomprehensible to “se-
nile babhies” like C.R. who
are 16th century reaction-
aries. As for Congress
Youth, the freshness of
their ideas and aspirations
is also anathema to his
authoritarian  role, and
therefore they are also
condemned to the lowest
depths of the Inferno. If
there is anything clear as
crystal, it is the lucid
clauses contained in the
Swatantra manifesto, but

present
Congress
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THE MYTH OF ‘SOCIALISTIC PATTERN’
By GEORGE THECKEDATH

Men are usually more easily
duped by catchwords than by
wrong ideas. Almost all the great
political leaders have risen to
power by attracting the masses to
their way of thinking by employ-
ing carefully-coined slogans which
have bewitched them making them
obey the dictates of demagogies.
It is even more true in the modern
world than in the past. The
Indian National Congress itself,
during its struggle for swaraj, had
all along coined many such catch-
words.

With the attainment of swargj
came new responsibilities. In the
first few years after Independence
the Congress Government was
able to shoulder its responsibilities
with some amount of success, be-
cause it carried with it the dyna-
mism which it had acquired dur-
ing the struggle for swaraj.  But
slowly the Congress began to de-
cline, and the old-timers in the
Congress camp found that they
had no great programme of work
to sustain the interest of the
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masses. The Planning Commission
was then devised as a stop-gap
arrangement. But they soon dis-
covered that it was not sufficient
to maintain incentive and keep
the people attached to the Con-
gress. Yet the Congress did not
give up hope. All the organs of
the Government’s propaganda
machinery were geared to the task
of making the masses “Plan-con-
scious” and by glorifying the
achievements of the Planning
Commission.

People were asked every now
and then to tighten their belts,
so that the Congress  overlords
could continue to wear them
none too tight for many more
years to come. But the wiser and
maturer elements 4n the Congress
revolted against the new oppres-
sive attitude the Government
adopted towards the people. They
realized, before it was too late,
that  the Congress which had
very nobly accomplished the great
mission of liberating the country
from foreign domination, was
being slowly overshadowed by
leftist ideology.

It then became necessary to
invent a new sl()gan, and the in-
Huential "Plan-conscious” majority
of the Congress Party forged a
new weapon at the Avadi session
of the Congress, by = dedicating
itself  to work for a  “socialistic
pattern of society”. Congressmen
now congratilated themselves on
their new ‘success’. They believed
that by this stroke of genius they
had taken the wind out of the
sails of the Communist Party and
all the socialist parties, whif'e the
communists also  congratulated
themselves that they had finally
succeeded in pushing the Trojan
horse inside the Congress camp!

This Congress brand of socia-
lism is just a last attempt of the
reacti(mnrif feudalistic elements
in its ranks to live on the labour
of the masses who are exhorted
to work for a better tomorrow, so
that these feudalists themselves
may have a good today, and may _
have the leisure to make fres

3
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armchair plans to extract still more
labour from the masses on the
better to-morrow. Like the will-0™
the-wisp,  this better tomorrow
will be seen moving farther and
farther apart for the masses who
labour to get nearer to it.

But people cannot be kept for-
ever by means of duping catch-
words in the mire of bureau-
cratic  feudalism, and like the
daring Sinbad of the story, they
would throw off the old devil from
their  shoulders and cry in ven-
geance for such an order in society
which will recognize their right
to enjov the benefit of their labour
and to develop their personality
by working, not like cogwheels of
the socialistic machinery, but as
human individuals with liberty to
choose any kind of work which
would primarily benefit them and
their families, and thus, ultimately,
the nation as a whole. What the
Congress socialists are doing iS
but to upset this right priority of
values, and to put the horse (or
preferably the twin oxen) of the
Congress Party behind the cart.

When we hear some of the
highly placed leaders and propa-
gandists of the Congress Party
wax cloquent on the need of so-
cialism to develop our nation, we
cannot but feel amused at their
vanity and presumption to sell
with  success the wares of the
Five-Year Plans to the intelligen-
tsia of this great country. They
have recognized  the Planning
Commission as some sort of an
avatar or a national thinking ma-
chine, and would feign have us
follow suit.

Socialism is a dream-child of
people " who have no touch with
the hard realities of life and who
profess to love humanity at large,
without loving or caring for indivi-
dual men around them. It ane'd]S
to the innate selfishness ot man
to benefit by the labour of others
and to reap the harvest of what
he has not sown. It gives the
illusion that prosperity and con-
tentment could be achieved with-
out hard work. It is feudalism of
the State, some sort of Babylonian
autocracy in a new form. It has
failed in the past. It will not suc-
ceed in the India of today.
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THE CHOICE OF THE DISCERNING PATRIOT

To newspaper reader§ and tho;e
who indulge in politlcg! gossip
no phrase is more familiar than
“the jeep scandal”. As a con-
tributor recalled last week, the
persdu responsible, at present Fhe
Defence Minister, was also guilty
of about a dozen other corrupt
financial deals when he was High
Commissioner in London ten years
ago, the total loss to the exche-
quer  amounting probably to
Crores.

Most of them were exposed in
detail by an authoritative body,
the Public Accounts Committee
of Parliament. But the Prime
Minister has consistently exerted
his authority to prevent action
against the guilty party, and has
taken him into the Cabinet, in
charge of a highly resl)ongii)le
office, and continues to defend
him.

This week a correspondent has
recalled the conduct of Mr. T. T.
Krishnamachari during the inves-
tigation of the Mundhra case by
Parliament and by the Bose and
Chagla Committees. Mr. Krishna-
machari was detected making
dozens of false statements, and
many responsible Members of
Parliament and the Commission
reports explicitly said so. Yet when
he resigned his seat the Prime
Minister praised him lavishly, and
it is generally expected that he
will be taken back into the Cabi-
net after the election.

The indefatigable Mi. Gorwala
has now reminded us of the false
statements made during the same
enquiry by the present Governor
of the Reserve Bank. Yet he has
been allowed to continue in that
highly responsible position, and
his name appeared in the most
recent Honours List.

Since Independence there has
been much talk, not without evi-
dence to support it, of a decline
in thes standards of conduct in
public life. We ourselves, in com-
mon with many others, haye re-
peatedly argued that the -lnd1v1-
dual most responsible is the
Prime Minister. In the paragraphs
above are mentioned three ins-
tances which support our case.

Very soon after Independence
scandalous accusations began to
be made against prominent per-
sons. From the start the Prime
Minister adopted an attitude of in-
defensible complacency, or worse.
In a few cases involving officials
action has been taken. In nearly
all cases involving politicians the
facts have been hushed up or
ignored. The Prime Minister’s
patronage has inevitably been
taken as licence to indulge in im-
proper conduct.

There is undoubtedly an ideo-
logical element in the Prime
AMinister’s indifference to bour-
geois standards of integrity. In
his formative years he came under
the influence of the communists
and their literary admirers, who
indulged in indiscriminate repudi-
ation of capitalist prejudices and
ideals.

The communists are nothing if
not thorough-going. They repu-
diate not merely bourgeots finan-
cial rectitude and political hon-
esty; they deny the bourgeois
conception of truth as the corres-
pondence of statement with fact.
Their philosophers argue, with
every appearance of seriousness,

-
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that truth is what serves the cause:
of communism.

"When they get into power,
therefore, their views on truth and.
honesty have to undergo a trans--
formation. By this time in Russia.
and China many thousands of
State and party officials, not to
speak of humbler citizens, have
been put into camps or liquidated
for ignoring the formerly bour-
geois but now proletarian “pre-
judice” against misappropriating.
public funds. We are confident.
too, that in their governmental
affuirs, as opposed to their pro-
paganda, they adopt the humdrum
bourgeois view that truth is cor-
respondence with fact.

Unfortunately, when he took
power Pandit Nehrus views
underwent no such transformation,
for after all, India underwent no
revolution, did she? Indeed he re-
mains conspicuously ambivalent.
in his attitude to his motherland.
He is devoted to India, but only
at the cerebral level; his heart is
still possessed by the superficial
claptrap he picked up as a young
man in the “advanced” circles of
those days.

One outcome of this miseduca-
tion is that he does not really feel
that honesty matters. Hence his:
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tolerance in key-positions in his
administration of proved crooks
who could find no place in the
public life of any other country

in the world above the level of a

Latin American dictatorship.

The evidence of the evil effect
on the morals of the public is to
be seen all about us. But if he
is succeeded by a national leader
with sounder ideas, the damage
may be repaired. Unhappily this
is not the only or the worst effect
of his miseducation, and other
effects may prove far more diffi-
cult to rectify.

As a young man he absorbed,
and as an old man he still retains.
many other ideas made popular
~ thirty years ago by the decline in
the prestige of capitalism "after
the First World War, and the vic-
tory of communism in Russia. He
is not a communist in the full
sense, but, as he has often dec-
lared, he accepts the communist
aims and is determined to realize
them in India, though if possible by
different methods. He does not re-
gard the communists as fundamen-
tally mistaken, and is willing to co-
operate with them; and he finds
nothing to object to in Krishna
Menon, who is equally determined
ito foist communism on India.

The Prime Minister’s effort to
durn India into a communist
State by his own method began
in earnest ten years ago, when
the death of Vallabhbhai Patel
left him in complete control of
ithe Congress. There is much rea-
son to think that his effort is now
reaching a critical stage, and that
if it is allowed to go any further
it will prove to be irreversible.

His co-operation with commu-
anists now goes very far. To refer
to a case currently in the news,
it has long been notorious that
the Statistical Institute in Calcutta
—which draws up the drafts of
the Plans—is staffed largely by
«communists, many of them Rus-
sians. The financial affairs of this
body appear to be in th.e mess
«characteristic of communist con-
«cerns, and its head, Professor
‘Mahalanobis, has declared that he
is under no obligation to give ac-
counts of his expenditure of a
<rore of rupees ofp public money.

SWARAJYA

Moreover it looks as if, with the
backing of the Prime Minister, he
will get away with his defiance of
the country’s financial authorities
and will be restored to his post.

It is now clear that the com-
munists were mainly instrumental
in compelling the Prime Minister
to go back on his solemn and
often-repeated pledge not to take
Goa by force. They did so because
the atmosphere of violence al-
ways suits their purpose; because
the event would arouse hostility
to the West and correspondingly
friendship for the communist
Powers, who of course gave it
their support; and because it
would help their foremost agent,
Krishna Menon, in his election
campaign.

A number of shrewd observers
have now concluded that the Chi-
nese invasion is part of another
but far more important attempt
to force the Prime Minister to
take pro-communist steps over
which he is hesitating. Probably
the first aim is to bring about a
coalition government of the Con-
gress and the Communist Party
in Delhi after the election. The
Chinese, already the cause of
grave embarrassment and in a
position to cause much more, can
exert very powerful pressure in
favour of their Indian agents, the
communists.

The internal affairs of the Con-
gress, its election programme and
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the Prime Minister’s speeches
fully bear out these fears. There
has been a substantial infliltration
of communists into the Congress
in some States. The programme
demands further drastic steps in
the direction of socialism, and in
particular a ceiling on incomes,
wkich if it is seriously implement-
ed must bring capitalism to an
end. v

Equally worthy of notice is the
Prime Minister’s choice of a tar-
get of attack in his clection cam-
paign. A neighbouring country has
mmvaded a large area of Indian
territory and keeps troops  defi-
antly stationed there, prepared to
advance further and even bomb
India’s capital and her principal
industrial areas. It would have
been expected in those circum-
stances that the Prime Minister
would concentrate his attack on
the internal agents of the foreign
Powers, the communists, and
would appeal for a united patrio-
tic effort to arm the country to
defend itself.

In fact he says little or nothing
about the communists, or about
the danger from China. His prin-
cipal target of attack is the Swa-
tantra Party.

One inference from this may
safely be drawn. The Prime Minis-
ter knows that the Chinese inva-
sion is not an ordinary invasion
merely intended to take away
Indian territory. He knows that it
is a political invasion, intended to
put pressure upon the Govern-
ment to adopt certain policies.
He does not call on the nation to
throw out the invader, because
he is in sympathy with those poli-
cies and is preparing to yield ta
the pressure.

A second inference which may
be drawn with almost equal cer-

“tainty is that the greatest obstacle

to this sinister policy would be a
big vote for the Swatantra Partf’-
All parties which are deﬁnit'ey
opposed to the communists
deserve support, but the Prime
Minister has made clear which of
them he considers the most dan-
gerous to him; and it follows that
that party should be the choice
of the discerning patriot. )
—Courtesy: Mysindia.
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During my recent tour in
Gujarat, after I visited Ankleswar,
Broach and Modasa, 1 collided,
so to say, with Mr. Nehru who
came to Himatnagar the same
day (and time) I was taken there!
1 "reached Himatnagar immedi-

- ately after his meeting was over.

I was surprised to see a very
large audience waiting for me sit-
ting in complete and commend-
able patience. It was a rural area
and 1 dealt mostly with the rural
policy of the Congress Party.

It is amusing to read M.
Nehru’s constant remark that what
I stand for is ‘putting the clock
back’. The right to property
and the right to work, and
earn and hold what is earned sub-
ject to the levy of taxes by the
State on behalf of the community,
are the hall-mark of the evolution
of civilization. It was when huma-
nity was in a savage condition
that all land belonged to the tribe
and all acquisitions were shared
in common. It took time to get
out of this communism and to in-
vent the social system of owner-
ship and the other fundamental
rights that distinguish the pre-
sent state of civilization and which
has brought about progress, in the
wake of the incentives thus creat-
ed. It is Mr. Nehru’s socialism
which is putting the clock back
with damaging results.

*

There are two alternatives
before reformers, one is the Scan-
dinavian institution of Ombuds-
mann, - the other is the Conseil
d’Ftat of France, dealt with at
some length in the Swarajya of
February 3.

»*

The Home Minister of India
advises Government servants not
to attend election meetings orga-
nized by any political party. The
word ‘advise’ is deceptive, unless
it is nsed in the sense that the
Prime Minister ‘advises’ the Pre-
sident to issue an order, or the
Law Lords and the Judicial Com-
mittee of the Privy Council
humbly advise Her Majesty to
dismiss or allow an appeal. Even
in the ordinary sense of the term,
advice coming from the Home
Minister is tantamount to an order,
the disobeving of which carries
displeasure  with serious  conse-
quences. If not, why should such a
high dignitary as the Home
Minister issue the advice instead
of leaving it to some private
friend of the government emplo-
yees? This ‘advice’ and, more
than that, the mentality behind it,
are unconstitutional and undemo-
cratic.  Government employees,
licensees and contractors have the
right to vote, and to vote freely.
If this right were taken away,
many  things connected  with it
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might follow. As long as they
have the right to vote, they should
be allowed to listen to both sides
of a matter. Attendance at meet-
ings apart, are they g()ing to be
advised not to read any political
journals?  Must they be nursed
only on government publications
and planning boosts?

It is good that the Hindu has
promptly come out with a closclfr
reasoned condemnation of this

-advice of the Home Minister,

which amounts to an unconstitu-
tional ban.

*

Mr. Nehru confounds socialism
with what he thinks can be at-
tained  through socialism. He
attacks all those who do not
believe in the means which he
has chosen, and which has a gla-
mour for him, as being against
the poor and against their uplift,
against the objective which he
sceks to achieve. Perhaps he does
not see the unreasonableness of
this attack. The free development
of each is the condition for the
free development of all. Any sys-
tem or practice wherein the indi-
vidual, especially the individual
with a sense of the value of
human  personality, is ruthlessly
destroyed should stand condemn-
ed and discarded. The economy
of Mr. Nehru's socialism is an
ecconomy of forced labour. This is
the blunt truth.

Mr. T. T. Krishnamachari has
been vociferating his  attachment

Mr. S. Vaidyanathan,

addressed a letter to the
Attorney-General of India
suggesting that he should
convene a conference for
amendment of Articles 226
and 227, and of Article
136, of the Constitution to
widen the area of judicial
control over administra-
tive action and make such
control effective. He sug-
gests a preliminary infor-
mal meeting at Delhi
under the Attorney-Gene-
ral’s guidance, to which
may be invited half a
dozen of leading lawyers,

/
Advocate of Madras, has - /////
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to Mr. Jawaharlal Nehu and to
the ideal of complete egalitarian
socialism ever since his ‘uncon-
tested” election at Tiruchendur.
Some candidates are just ordinary
candidates for Parliament but
some are candidates for the

Cabinet. One can understand

the ‘why of these loud ad-
vances.

On the other hand, Mr, Jawa-
harlal Nehru has been saying
“Out you go!” to those who doubt
socialism, “All those congress-
men,” he said recently, "who are
cavilling and whose minds are not
clear about socialism have  to
choose between remaining in the
Congress or joining the Swatan-
tra Party. It will be a good thing
if all these vacillating congress-
men leave us. In a way, the for-
mation of the Swatantra Party is
a good thing”. (Indian Express
report). All these threats and ul-
timatums of Mr. Nehru, and cor-
responding assurances and flatte-
ries of some people, throw inter-
esting light on the present Con-

gress situation. “Congress? I am_

the Congress!” says Mr, Nchru,
‘The muted Right of the Congress,’
as Mr. Frank Moraes calls that
section of the once national orga-
nization should ponder over it all.
Something * real must be  done
for the poor people of this coun-
try other than building castles in
the air or flying hydrogen balloons,
or making contradictory and un-
truthful promises for election pur-
poses. The Swatantra Party offers
well-tried plans and asks people
not to be bamboozled by the
thoughtless Plans—which mean
burdening the nation with taxes
and inflation and foreign loans,
to be discharged by exports which
no amount of sweat and tears can
possibly produce. The perpetua-
tion of the same one-party rule is
what is to be achieved by these
serial Plans, patterned on the
technique of the princess who
entertained the Sultan with stories
dovetailed into one another,
thereby saving herself from being

liquidated.
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Mr. NEHRU AND RAJAJI
By PREMA

Mr. Nehru in his speech at
Madm§ on Feb. 7th, took exception
to C.R’s angry description of con-
gressmen as  ‘Bakasuras’ and as
‘locusts ruining the nation’s eco-
nomy’. The P.M., seems to have
been taken aback: “Are we that
bad?” But may I remind him that
Gandhiji himself often described
the British Government in India
as  Csatanic”® “Ah!” the P.M.
would say, “but now we have a
whitc-capped  Government and a
brown bureaucracy!”  But, then,
the crushed worm is crushed none
the less, whether it is one kind
or another kind of boot that does
it.  And why be so  squeamish
about words like ‘Bakasuras’ and
Tocusts®  These words, like the
word ‘satanic’, are only used meta-
phorically to describe something
%hut people are actually experiené-
ing, and I must humbly remind
the P.M. that only the wearer
knows where—just  where—the
shoe pinches! Since when did the
hard-hitting  PM. grow soft to
quail before C.R’s verbal astras?

Of course, with a huge con-
course of some lakhs before one,
there is the temptation to drama-
tise oneself a little too much.
Even so, this pose of injured in-
noeence ill becomes the P.M.
Everybody knows, and has known
for years, that it is the P.M's
‘birthright’  to lose his temper
with routine regularity. What he
does not like—what he is too much
in a hurry to understand—is “ex-
traordinary”. Those who are not
abjectly with him are just ‘reac-
‘tionaries’, ‘19th century men’, or
communalists’; and he is the great
Narcissus, in perpetual admiration
of himself and his hold-all party.
But the younger generation at any
rate are getting tired of his un-
ending public ventriloquisms. His
speeches are more and more dege-
nerating into pure wind. He
affirms that peop{:a today are much
better off than 15 years ago. The
question is, Which people? He
says exultingly: “Look at the

happy well-clad children going to
school!”  Again, the qn(‘Lsti()n is,
Which children? The P.M. means
the children who are carefully
made up and drilled to greet him
on ceremonial occasions, Cha-
cha! But there are 100 times
many more children whose con-
ditions wouldnt bear scrutiny,
who  (could they but articulate
their feelings!) would rather cry,
‘Chee Chee'l

The tragedy of the situation is
that the P.M. is a good man who
has allowed circomstances to iso-
late himself from what Gandhiji
called Du.,ri(lmnarm/(maw. Where-
ever the PM. gm"s, he is insu-
lated  from all ugly  sights—
poverty, squ;l](mr, beggary, over-
crowding, cte. I have myself seen
the outside (even the  roadside)
alone of  Government  buildings
being  whitewashed  when the
P.M. was to drive through that
particular  road, lest his  noble
acsthetic sense suffer any  distur-
bance. We have indeed vastly
improved upon the stupid make-
helieves of the old British admi-
nistration!

The P.M. doesn’t know that the
masses  and the lower  middle
classes suffer today privations they
had never suffered before,  and
have come to accept despair
—horn of spiralling  inflation—as
the only commodity that is to bhe
had without recourse to permit,
quota or licence. But why waste
one’s breath? The P.M. lives in
a  whirl of words and illusions
which have no relation whatsoever
to the actualitics that the ‘com-
mon’ people face with mounting
frustration and resentment. But
the Gita-quoting never-angry P.M.
would probably only explode and
say (as he did at Bombay), ‘go-
to-hell!” The exhortation alas! is
quite superfluous. These 15 years
of Congress rule have very nearly
turned India itself into that sort
of place.
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Defence Minister Krishna Me-
non has ordered a fleet of 16 heli-
copters from Russia, He took Mr.
Nehru’s huge joke (Bhakra Dam
dimensions) of naming the Swa-
tantra Party the “helicopter party
rather seriously, and pr()cccded to
cocure an overwhelming fleet of
helicopters cnabling them to cry

go-to-ohell . .

For the non-explosion of the
world on the prcdictcd day, let the
credit go to Russia whose scientists
had plzmtcd a couple of Sovict
pennants on the moon tipped with
drugs to  sterilize the lunatic
fringe and put out mutual pulls
among the plancts on the prin-
ciples of inoculation.

» L]

The speech of Zafrullah Khan
has been adjudged as not being
meaningful, but in view of Indian
elections during the interval, Afro-
Asian observers might concede
the prelude as significant and
sizeable.

-] L] o )

A Hong-Kong cable states that
“critical happenings in Northern-
Laos have brought into relict the
inherent impotence of the Interna-
tional Control Commission”  of
which India is Chairman. As it is
an  office prized by India ever
since 1954, resignation is ou't of
the question; and India’s spirit ol
resignation  until further ~orders
should not be taken for weakness
by any one of the princely half-
brothers at loggeﬁrheads.

L]

Prime Minister Cyrille Adoula
of the Congo, recognized by
India, has taken a bee-line to the
UNO to confer with the Security
Council over which Adlai Steven-
son presides in the mont!l of Ee )-
ruary. The odd name “Adlai” is
mentioned just once in the Book
of Chronicles, and since Adoula
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Crowing

anticleer

appears to be a namesake, their
meetings  will be described by
“usually reliable sources” as in-
tensely meaningful.

-3 L ] *

A son and heir, Prince Abdul-
lah has been born to the King of
Jordan. As soon as the child is of
age, some occasionally reliable
sources think that he would be
invited to India for the usual ten-
day tour and a high-level confe-
rence at New Delhi to discuss the
international situation, provided of
course President Nasser will not
regard it as an unfriendly act to
receive the Crown Prince of the
Hashemite dynasty.
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The future of Goa is receiving
the attention of the Union Gov-
ernment. If the territory goes to
Maharashtra, the Goans become
Maharashtrians, but, on the other
hand, if it is included in the Kar-
natak State, they become Kannadi-
gas under the administration of
Lingayat officials. In this tussle,
it is proposed that Goa should
remain a separate State like
Nagaland, which incidentally
might serve as a model for the
Punjabi Suba—still demanded by
Master Tara Singh and the Aka-
lis without any violence to pre-
cedents in Stnte-re()rg;mizntim1 on
linguistic lings.

& * o

Former Chief Justice of India,
Mr. S. R. Das, Chancellor of the
Shantiniketan University, has been
appointed a member of the Uni-
versity Grants Commission  in
place of the late Dr. N. K. Sid-
dhanta. The acceptance of the
vacant seat eliminates the rccent
proposal that he should be elected
President of India, if Dr. Rajen-
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(lru Prasad actually quits  office
after the clections,
L3 & «

President Ayub Khan has taken
over the portfolio of Pakistan’s
Economic Affairs, the only osten-
sible  reason being to  establish
that he is no less qualified to pre-
side over Planning than the P.M.

L] L] L]

Actually, when T.T.K. demitted
office as Finance Minister during
the  Mundhra - imbroglio,  Mr.
Nehru took over the portfolio and
delivered a vibrant budget-speech
clearly proving that there is no
f()n'lni(lal)le mystery about finance
for a versatile statesman who
could perform the superior trick of
looking after Atomic Energy.
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An old maid, shocked at the
langnage  of some ditch-diggers
working  near her home,  com-
pl;u’n(*(l to their foreman.  The
toreman promised to inguire into
the matter, and called one of the
men over,

‘"\‘Y‘hut’s all this about profane
talk?” he demanded.

“Why, boss,” replied Joe,  the
ditch-digger, “it's nothing at all.
Me and Butch was working there,
side by side, and 1 accidentally
let my pick slip and hit him in
the head. And Butch looked at me
and said, “Now, really, Joseph, in
the future vou must handle that

implement with more cantion.”
—r).

MYSINDIA’S CONSIDERED VERDICT

In fact the best way, the only
way that we know of, to raise the
moral  standard of politics is to
work the party system properly.
The way that has been found in
all respects best is to reduce the
number of parties effectively to
two, facing cach other on more
of less equal terms.

In  that situation no govern-
ment can feel safe for long, and
fear of the electorate will prevent
the worst malpractices. The Con-
gress  can  dare to do many
things because it believes that the

" clectorate does not control it: in

the absence of an opposition
party of comparable strength, it
controls the electorate.

It was partly because we
thought that the Swatantra Party
could  fairly soon develop into
an  opposition of comparable
strength that we welcomed it so
heartily. We agrec with the
general direction of its policy,
but also it is the right kind of
party.

A leader of the Jana Sangh for
whom we have the greatest re-
spect has made it a  reproach
against the Swatantra Party that
it is merely another Congress,
without the socialism, We ven-

ture to think that that is a recom-
mendation. Such a party is what
India needs.

By the nature and inclination
of the vast majority of its mem-
bers the Congress was a non-in-
terfering kind of party. If it had
remained 5o it could have ruled
India indefinitely.  But under its
impetuous leader it began to in-
terfere.  True, it interfered ineffi-
ciently and  half-heartedly,  but
what it did by way of taking
away people’s Tand and throwing
them ont of traditional  employ-
ment was enongh to compel these
casy-going.  non-political  people
to start the Swatantra Party.

This party is of the same type.
Though the level of its members
is at present somewhat higher
than that of Congressmen, who
have been subjected to a fairly
drastic adverse  selection,  when
they get into power they will tend
to behave in the same way.

But then they will be checked
by the Congress in  opposition,
who will know all the pitfalls and
all the tricks, and will keep them
up to the mark. And the
Swatantra men, when their turn
comes to sit on the opposition
benches, will keep the Congress-
men up to the mark.
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That is the future of Indian
politics as seen by the Swatantra
Party leaders, and it is about the
best future that can be reason-
ably hoped for. That is the way
to keep power in the hands of
the great majority bloc of mode-
rate-minded citizens, and out of
the grasp of the exremists on

cither wing.

For if the Indian public do not
fairly soon establish a workable
political system dcpcuding'up()'n
the moderate-minded majority, ‘1t
is only too likely that power will
fall to one group or other, and

[ ETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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quite possibly of Dboth, on
the extremes. The leader of the
Congress is strongly under the
influence of communists, who
are working hard to increase their
power through the Congress; but
the stronger becomes one extreme,
the stronger will grow the other,
until the great majority of inno-
cent. moderate and  non-political
citizens find themselves trapped
and  helpless between the upper
and the nether millstone.

If they are to escape that fate
they must make the parliamentary
system work, and at the present

GANDHIJI ON MONEY GIFTS FROM ABROAD

Sir—Now that the Government of
India is going on borrowing heavily
from foreign countries for implementing
its Plan schemes, the following inter-
view Dbetween Gandhiji and Dr. J. R.
Mott  (published in  Sunday Tim.es,
January 3. 1937) will be instructive
and revealing. (It will be found that
on the one topic of gifts of money to
India. the two could not agree.)

Dr. Mott: If moncy is to
he given to India, in what ways
can it be wisely given without caus-
ing any harm? Will moncy be of any
value? '

Gandhiji: ~ No. When money s
wiven, it can only do harm. It.has
got to he earned when it is I‘(’,(]lll}'cd.
I am convinced that the  American
and  British money which has been

voted for missionary socictics has
doue more harm than good.  You
cannot  serve God and Mammon,
hoth, And my fear is that Mammon
has heen sent to serve India and
God has remained behind, with the
result that He will one day have
Ilis vengeance.  When the American
says, I will serve you through
money,” T dread him. I simply say
to him:  “Send us your engineers
not to carn money but to give us
the benefit of their scientific know-
ledge™. ’

Dr. Matt: Bat money is stored-up
personality. It can be badly used as
well as well used. Through money,
vou can get the services of a good
engineer.  But far more dangerous
than money is humnan personality.
It makes possible the good as well
as the bad use of money. Kagawa
of  Japan admits that the use cf

money  and machinery is  attended
with peril, but insists, and I agree
with him, that Christ is able to do-
minate  both the money and the
machine.

Gandhiji: 1 have made the distinc-
tion between money given and money
earned. If an American says he wants
to serve India, and you packed him
ofl here. T should say we had not
cammed his services. Money plays the
least part in matters of spirit.

Sirkali R. Rairacuanpra Iven

WITHDRAWAL FROM
ELECTION

Sir,—The Swatantra Party as well as
the Congress Party put up their res-
pective candidates in the parliamentary
constituency  of Tiruchendur in  the
Madras State for the current general
clection. The Swatantra candidate with-
drew  his  candidature  without  the
party’s consent, in spite of an under-
taking by him “according to the party’s
prescribed  rule that he would  not
withdraw his candidature on any ac-
comnt, unless he was directed to do so
by the party”. As a result of the with-
drawal, the Congress candidate, who
alone remained in the field, has heen
returned unopposed.

This withdrawal raises an important
issue. Under the Constitution, the elec-
torate is the ultimate sovereign and this
power of sovereignty is  exercised
through the ballot-box. The electorate
is expected to deliver its verdict as
between the contesting political parties
with their policies, programmes, lea-
dership, tecord of performance, - ete,

|

Jr[ Our contributors are res-
; pectfully  requested not to
- exceed 900 words, in view of
J the size of Swarajva.

mowment  that means that they
must return the Swatantra Party
in substantial strength. The astro-
logers may not have been entirely
wrong after all: February is
likely  to be a month of critical
happenings.

—Courtesy, Mysindia

through the polled votes. This is the
essence of representative democracy.
This is a political right of the high-
est value for every adult citizen under
our  Constitution. The  Tiruchendur
patliamentary  constituency of  about
four lukhs of voters should not have been
robbed of this right by the withdrawal
of a candidate from contest. The with-
drawal is in breach of a solemn trust
placed on the candidate and accepted
by him. The Election Authority
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should be moved to sct aside the with-
drawal by means of an election petition.
1f  the existing law does not  permit
such a course, the clectoral law should
be suitably amended.  The sovereign
right of the clectorate under the Con-
stitution should not be permitted  to
be destroyed by the individual Japse
of an erring party candidate.
Bombay A. S, Kupruswani
[The existing law does not pro-
vide for taking notice of lapses ol
this nature, as the writer of the letter
himself  suspecets.—Ed.]

ELIMINATING UNDESERVING
CANDIDATES
Sir,—Rajuji’s  conclusion  arrived  at,
subscquent to the “Tiruchendur story’,
that “the evolution of methods to get
rid of the clectorate and the sloping
down of the curve of public morality
in our democracy” is a very saddening
thought. Just as too many contestants
for a scat spoil the show in an clection,
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the  other extreme of an ‘unopposed
clection” is a negation of democracy.
Then the guestion arises as to what
should be done, in the present set-up,
if only one candidate is proposed and
none comes forward to oppose him due
to some reasou or other. Surely it can-
not be that all the voters in that con-
stituency like to be represented by the
unopposed  candidate. under such  cir-
cumstances, I would suggest that the
clection should be conducted even then;
only, unlike in other places, the voters
should be asked to record their “Yes”
or "No” for that candidate to be retum-
ol to the legislature or Parliament.
If he gets a majority of “Yes” he should
be returned, otherwise not. If he gets
a  mgjority of “No’s” he should  he
barred  from further contests, at least
for a period and fresh clection should
be  held soon. This will  climinate
powerful  but unscrupulous  candidates
from the scene and pave the way for
true democracy.
Bombay S. RANGANATHAN
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PUBLIC SECTOR COMPANIES

Sir,—The  Survey  of  Government
Companies’ Finances published in the
Economic Times (8-2-1962) is reveal-
ing, and provides much food for
thought.

During the years 1939-60 and 60-61
the  State corporations have mulcted
from the cousumer 133 per cent and
24.9 per cent respectively on sales as
theic  profits as against 10 per cont
on  average collected by the  much-
maligned  private  sector  companics.
Inspite of this, the net profits before
taxes are greater in the case of private
sector  companics  which  retwned 77
per cent and 8.2 per cent rcsp(-ctivv)y
on total capital employed  compared 1o
3.3 per cent and 6 per cent respectively
returned by the State companies during
the two years. With increased profits
wro inercased tax income o the exche-
quer. It is more deplorable when we
consider that the State companies paid
interest at an approximate 2 per cent
and 2.7 per cent on their  borrowings
from Government, whercas the private
sector  companics  pay considerably
more (5.4 per cent).  The consumer
pays less and the capital cams more in
the private sector than i the public
scetor, and the position of labour is
none better in the State companics.

The position is the same cven in the

case of the much-publicized show picee,

the Hindustan Machine Tools.

This is only part of the story. The
report tells us that coutrary to  our
expectations the State  companics  are
more lax in complying with the pro-
visions of law (cg. relating to disclosure
in accounts, publishing  accounts in
time, cte.) than private companics.

The nation is getting 2 much lower
return on its investments in the pub-
lic sector than in the private sector.
It is imperative that we take stock of
the real statc of affairs and  channel
our investments into the more cfficient
and productive sector. The time is now.

Madras R. VENKATARAMAN

ALLOTMENT OF WAGONS TO
SOUTH

Sir,—It is observed that the hooking
of wagon allotment to the South is com-
paratively  very  poor, especially  to
Coimbatore District, where the pro-
gress of industrialization is very rapid.
The water resources of the district of
Coimbatore are very meagre. The Gov-
ernment  of Madras through its  pan-
chayat unions is making maximum
efforts to provide the public with over-
head tauks i each panchayat for which
pipes and other iron mateclals are abso-

February 17, 1962

lutely cssential for the construction of
tanks and distribution of water to the
public.

It is known that huge stocks of pipes
and other fron materials are available
with the  manufacturers of  Caleutta.
But it is a pity that the Railway Admi-
nistration is not alloting suflicient wagons
to move the pipes and other iron goods
from Caleutta to the South, whereby
the progress of work is being held up.
It is carnestly hoped the  Railway
Board and the Government of Madras
would  immediately take steps to - see
that the interests of the general public
do not suffer.

M.C.R.

Coimbatore

CONTROVERSIAL POSTAGE
-STAMP

Sir,—On, page 9 of January 27th
issue of your weekly you have published
a photostat repraduction of a four-nnt.la
India postage stamp. The words in
Devanagari  seript read  “Kankrej”,
which is a breed of Indian bulls known
for their strength and used for heavy
hanlage work.

The allegation that this is a Congress
arty st is uncharitable.
Party stanp is u cl V.S, Swam
[1t is strange that of all the breeds

of bullocks in India this particular
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one should have been  commemo-
rated by the issuing  of a postage
stamp, with jts  pame printed in
Nagari along with two bullocks yoked
and looking just like the very Con-
gress symbol!-Ed.]

NEW RESTRICTIONS ON
INDIAN BANKING

Sir,—It is disheartening to read of
the several proposals recently made in
regard to Indian banking.  Inter dlia
the Govermment and the cexperts 1e-
quire that

i. the capitul of the banks should
be  increased so that capital  plus
reserves may bear a certain ratio to
deposits;

ii. not less than 20 per cent of the
profits must be added to the reserves;
and

jii. liquid resources of the banks
honld be maintained at not less than
a cortain pereentage of the deposits,
pot to speak of compulsory  deposits
with the Reserve Bank free of any
charge.

On the top of these  impositious,

there is the payment to be made to
the Deposit Insurance  Corporation  at
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5 nP. per Rs. 100, which looking so
inmocent must be and means an ap-
preciable charge against the profits of
every bank. Note that, in this connec-
tion, a suggestion was rvecently made
by our Finance Minister that banks
should not always demand adequate
securities from its borrowers but should
rely on their individual capacities and
cliaracter.

On the other hand, depositors want
a high rate of interest with due regard
to the prevailing conditions of  the
money  market, Any incrcase  in the
rate charged to borrowers will scarcely
be welcome and might retard business
and enterprise.

Apparcntly as a counsel of  despair,
leading banks, who care for the smaller
fry. are claiming that taxation of bank
profits should be on a raduced basis—
a ory in the wildemess.

In pursuance of its present day
policy, the Government requires any
additional issues of capital must be
made at a premium to be approved of
by it. In these circumstances, what are
the chances of additional capital being
readily taken up by sharcholders, amid
the attractions which other enterprises
offer to the investing public?

Madras K. V. Iver
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THE ILLUSIONS OF SOCIALISM

Congress Party leaders profess de-
votion to the individual’s freedom,
and to the fulfilment of his natu-
ral urges. But every concrete pro-
posal they make is for some kind
of collectivistic action and to the
ignoring and extinction of the
individual’s personality.

They do not recognize any
dilemma nor any need for choos-
ing between two evils. They
disregard the old maxim ‘You
can’t have your ciake and eat it
too’; they think they can do that
impossible  thing.  They say
they can bring about collectiviza-
tion without loss of individual
rights. They want us to be-
lieve they can give social
security without loss of individual
freedom. - They plan to use tax
money to give all kinds of govern-
ment aid and tell us that the
recipients will not be put under
government control. No one can
receive help and retain indepen-
dence.

The Congress Party fails to realize
(or pretends not to see) that for the
preservation of the freedom of
enterprise of the individual citi-
zen, we should reduce govern-
ment operations, limit regulatory
owers of government officials,
curtail the taxes, facilitate the
exercise of the freedom of
parents in  regard to the
education of children, increase
privately initiated, financed and
managed activities, and so on. On
the contrary, they recommend in-
creased government spending,

- government manipulation  of

By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

thought, government controls, and
an extension of collectivization
projects.

By a manipulation of vague
and undefined words all opposites
can be made to appear reconciled.
Mr. Nehrus penchant is this.
‘Tighten the nut on the bolt,
but leave it fairly loose’:
this is the format of all
his pronouncements. One can
make a list of the words and phra-
ses that occur over and over again
in his speeches, in order to serve
this purpose of proyiding for oppo-
sites. They are not favourite
phrases of his; they issue auto-
matically out of the confusion of
opposites in his mind.

Let -us remember the individual
exists by and for himself. He does
not exist for the State; the State
exists for the individual. Men are
not just an ‘asset’ or ‘resources’
of the State. They are the reality
and the State is an artificial inter-
vention to serve the individuals.
Freedom is the best Five-Year
Plan. To allow a particular politi-
cal party to interfere with that
freedom is disastrous to welfare
and is the opposite of happiness.

Socialism’s appeal, when it was
first brought to notice, was the
efficiency it promised and the
elimination of the waste in the
competitive system which it im-

ABOLISH LAND
REVENUE

- Swatantra Manifesto

plied. All this has proved illusory.
There is nothing so inefficient as
public management of what pri-
vate enterprise can manage. There
is nothing so injurious to quality
as absence of competition.

Statist collectivism in any form
is a denial of freedom. The regi-
mentation which socialism in-
volves is based on the assumption
that people are incapable of
choosing what is good for them-
selves and on a misapplication of
the theory of the greatest good
for the greatest number. Some
theorist’s notion of what is good
for the greatest number, and for
generations to come, cannot be
accepted as proof. No tyranny
can be more monstrous than what
would be established on this basis.
Socialism is based on an ignoring
of natural laws and on assump-
tions of wisdom where it is far
from being shown to exist.

The Congress claims to have
achieved a lot through its Sta-
tist policy. The question is not
how much money people spend.
The question is, are people on the
whole happier in 1962 than in
1900, when the people had more
freedom to choose in everything
than they now have under the
present permit-licence-raj? There
is no relation of cause and effect

.between the progress of this per-

mit-licence-raj and the advance
in private industries. On the ‘con-
trary, the dead hand of .the
bureaucracy, with its partisan
loyalty to-a political party and
the restraints of the planning eco-
nomy, has so acted as to bar pro,
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gress in many ways. What has
been achieved by private enter-
prise has been achieved in spite
of and not on account of the Sta-
tist policies of the Congress Party.

Bi Business has, of course,
been well served by Mr. Nehru.
Big Business likes the soaring
prices. It welcomes and fattens on
the contracts and other opportu-
nities furnished by the Plans. It
delights in the want of vigilance
implied in public management.
The mystery of the well known
backing of Big Business for the
Congress Party can be solved if
this is understood.

In countries where production
has reached a satisfactory level
and the habits that led to it are
stabilized, policies are legitimately
initiated to remove disparities.
This is the case in America, Eng-
land and the Scandinavian coun-
tries. But where there is not
enough productior, what is abso-
lutely essential is incentive for
work. ‘Everything belongs to
every man’ leaves no incentive to
any man. Hence it is that Congress
socialism is ruinous to progress.
Freedom and what the Germans
call ‘market economy’ are the poli-
cies most conducive to production
where this is the predominant
problem. Post-war Germany is a
great example and a convincing
demonstration. The Congress Party
has been drawn to the wrong path
of priority to egalitarianism before
incentive for production by the
desire to gather votes in an adult
suffrage Constitution. It is suicidal
to adopt the Statist policy of pro-
duction. The use of taxation for
capital investment kills incentives
for production or saving to
build up private capital.

The proliferation of the bure-
aucracy, both administrative and
industrial, results in greatly in-
creased cost of administration and
unrestrained resort to borrowing
from abroad.

Says Mr. Nehru, “My socialism
is not what is written in any book
on socialism or prevails else-
where”. Mr. Nehru's socialism is
Statism. It is permiits, licences and
quotas, and all the favouritism

L and corruption inherently associat-
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DEGENERATE FLIPPANCY
By POTHAN JOSEPH

The lowest form of wit con-
sists of perpetrating puns. The
feeble punster gives the signal by
starting  the laugh himself for
others to follow and eventually
catch his point. For the best part
of his life, Mr. Nehru as a speaker
was quick and crisp in words
despite redundancy of ideas la-
thered into the normal period of
ninety miputes, but in his recent
electioneering campaign he has
elaborated witticisms which he
holds worth repeating again and
again, thus taking away from his
prestigious role as India’s No. 1
spell-binder. He recalls cracks
which he had floated “the other
day” to pin down his critics alive,
especially the Swatantra Party,
with what he considers to be an
epigram which listeners should
not be allowed to forget. His
speech at Bangalore during what
Americans would call whistle-stop
tour, was at thorough variance
with his past standards of per-
formance; but as he had to high-
light ‘past achievements’ of the
Congress as the Paramount Leader
of his party (when his own biogra-
phy is equated with fifty years of
Indian history), he also resorted
to pithy efforts to discount oppo-
nents and back-numbers just when
foreign visitors are ecstatic about
Congress exploits. Mr. Nehru
said :

The other day, I ventured to des-
cribe the Swatantra politics in a
phrase which I feel is rather a good
phrase. Therefore, I shall repeat it.
I said that it (Swatantra politics) is
bad economics, bad sense and bad
temper.

The trenchancy of his own ver-
dict had so impressed him that he
passed it on to the Bangalore
audience as something of a battle-
cry packed with sarcasm for local
canvassers already swarming the
pavements. As a quality-jest it
wasnt very mirth-rousing, but
there was, of course, loud
applause! Nevertheless, it was
really a fourth-form witticism
like the old axiom at the time of
Birth-Day Honours during British

~only “the other day”:

rule: “Get on, Get Honour, Get
Honest.” When first that quip is
heard, juveniles take it to be an
amusing piece of wisdom itself;
but actually the content is no
better than sawdust. All the same,
a raw youth who prizes that
maxim would no doubt repeat
himself on vacation among ~up-
country cronies by referring to
what he had said “the other day’
as a remarkable instance of
shrewdness.
. Of course during elections, and
in the course of parliamentary ex-
changes at Westminster, remarks
are made to squelch. Winston
Churchill scoffed at the late
Aneurin Bevan as a squalid nui-
sance who, in turn, spurned a sta-
tistical authority as a “Dessi-
cated Adding-Machine”. Jawahar-
lal Nehru, in his resolve to be un-
sparing, seems inclined to try his
hand at homely acumen not very
natural to him. Anyway in his
obsession about Mr. C. Rajago-
Ealachari and his piercing para-
les, as also the creation of the
Indian background to reinforce an
argument, the PM. fired off a
comparison calling the founder-
leader of the Swatantra movement
as a “senile baby”. At the same
time, the Prime Minister is “dis-
tressed” at an old colleague’s
renegacy in that, contrary to the
Gita's teachings, Mr. Rajagopala-
chari gave way to anger, thus im-
pairing judgment as mentioned in
the sacred book he honoured by
quoting in electoral warfare!

On the other hand, Jawaharlal
in his balanced judgment appa-
rently moves on the level of Bud-
dhistic dispassionateness. Now the
juicy proposition about the “senile
baby” could be improved by “apt
alliteration’s artful aid,” so that
he can not only extend the peri-

hery of his contemptuous in-

ictment, but also his recent sty-
listic oratory in order to capture
the mind of the masses. Here are,
for instance, a few which could
be let loose on future occasions as
something very appropriately said

;
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Brainless Booby

Decrepit Dunce

Balding Bounder

Dessicated Dunderhead

Time-expired Toddler

Croaking Cadaver

Decadent Duffer

Mouldering Muffs

Doddering Dullards

Measly Mugwump
Second-hand information that
eminent visitors and world-states-
men admire India’s foreign policy
iand domestic advance so fasci-
nates followers that even if Mr.
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Nehru declares at noon that it is
midnight, there would be a shout
“Ah, look at the stars!” Echo from
the side-wings “O, it’s divine”.

If as a novelty in India’s cosmo-
graphical story, Mr. Nehru pro-
nounces that the earth is flat,
there would be a cry for a ‘Flat-
Earth World Seminar’ to extend
the scientific discovery and elicit
rapt admiration. There is no
denying of the demigod status
attained, but there is a limit to
extravagance in condemning cri-
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tics and altering history for even
self-glorification. Cliches and shib-
boleths uttered as a matter of
habit pass muster, but here is a
chapter where a collection of
curious spectators turns out to
be a “rally” at which the Grand
Master of the High Command
must needs “lash out right and
left”, making a farce of the rea-
sonable exchange of ideas and
the instruction of the people, epi-
tomized in the conception of
democracy.

A UNITED FRONT
By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

The concentrated attack of the
Prime Minister on the Swatantra
Party should show the way to the
other parties ranged against the
Congress Party. The Jana Sangh in
the North and the D.M.K. in the
South should give up their parti-
cular slants—the one against non-
Hindus on behalf of nationalism
and the other against the North
on behalf of the interests of the
people of the South—subordinat-
ing these issues to the main task
of releasing welfare-State policies
from the crocodile grasp of the
Permit-Licence-Quota-Raj.  Con-
gress socialism has wedded itself
to this most pernicious graft-
breeding policy, and is progres-
sively making the rich richer by
creating private monopolies that
exploit the nation. And this in
addition to the acknowledged mis-

management and waste of pub-

lic undertakings.

The splinter socialist groups,
too, must make up their minds
against the compulsions of com-
munism and the Statism of the
Congress and forge a united Op-

osition along with the Swatantra
Party and help to clear confusions
and ambiguities.

If this policy is followed by all
the Opposition groups and a stout
and strong party built up in
opposition to totalitarianism, the
Congress will have to step down
soon, much sooner than gfeneral'ly
anticipated. The nation-wide dis-
satisfaction against the party that

has ruled the country for these
fifteen years, and caused the rural
population to migrate to the cities
and made the rich richer and the
poor poorer through soaring
prices, is bound to take effective
shape if a proper outlet is shown.
The nation will not allow the
same party to go on perpetuating
its power and converting parlia-
mentary democracy into totalita-
rian one-party rule, transforming
the Prime Minister into a full-
blown dictator. A properly con-
stituted and strong Opposition is
the defence that must be imme-
diately built up for saving demo-
cracy.

The individualities and the spe-
cial features of the various parties
in opposition to the Congress
Party must now, be laid aside be-
cause we have no proportional
representation or the transferable
vote. Otherwise the greatest
enemy to democracy, viz., totali-
tarian one-party rule, will have it
all its own way.

The Swatantra Party has
pledged itself to substantial reduc-
tion of the power of the State
over the lifeof the individual and
to exercise no party discipline
over matters not covered by the
main principles of the party. It
will also be prepared to initiate
steps to introduce the single trans-
ferable vote or other effective

means of securing proportional
(Continued on next page)
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CURRENT EVENTS::

The Prime Minister is obviously
fiinding it as hard to restrain him-
self bodily as to bridle his tongue
during his whirlwind  campaign
against the Swatantra Party. To
quote the official press agency re-
porting from Ahmedabad: “Bang-
ing the rod of the microphone
with a challenge, Mr. Nehru as-
serted that without planning
India cannot progress.” Having
given up the use of his former
swagger-stick, he did not damage
the rod of the microphone at the
risk of personal hurt. Mr. Menon
in his place might have raised the
walking-stick, but the P.M. losing
control figured like his own good
self at the Patna Congress where
in the thick of the pandemonium
he was found inflicting blows;
and the picture depicts him like
an angry pugilist being held back
by security-officers. When Ham-
let, at the sight of the ghost,
lunged forward, his companions
attempted to hold him back,
whereupon he cried:

Unhand me, gentlemen,

Or, by heaven, I'll make

A ghost of him that holds me.

° ° v

To demonstrate high spirits in

a septuagenarian, he leaps up a

A UNITED FRONT .., .., ...

representation, so that true demo-
cracy can prevail. The party has
solemnly pledged itself to elimi-
nating political pressures from nor-
mal day to day administration.
These features of the Swatantra
Party’s programme must assure all
other parties that they will lose
nothing by a bold merger to en-
able a straight and decisive bat-
tle being given to the Congress
Party which, through enormous
power enjoyed too long, has
become corrupted beyond re-
covery. The one safeguard against
party tyranny is the reduction of
the power of government to the
minimum. This fundamental prin-
ciple of the Swatantra Party makes
it the right focus for forging a
national united front against the
Leviathan Congress and its plan
of perpetuation of all authority in
itself.

ladder at Rajghat on Republic
Day to the alarm of spectators,
but Mr. Nehru descends grace-
fully. The proposition that plan-
ning was necessary for progress
and the baseless presumption that
the Swatantra Party is opposed to
all planning in national advance,
could have been gently and logi-
cally propounded without creat-
ing a scene or without giving vent
to an outburst that Congress cri-
tics were archaic specimens of
humanity and that they are sordid
preservers of vested interests as
the “Rich man’s party”. Pandit
Nehru is, however, in no mood to
tolerate Opposition and he sees
nothing but a crowd of reaction-
aries except for communists prone
to “misbehave” by owing extra-
territorial loyalty. During the days
of British rule, diehards in office
used to say amiably that they
were not against nationalist cri-
ticism; indeed they would wel-
come it provided it was construc-
tive criticism and not destructive
strictures. In a famous speech at
Faridpur, the late CR. Das said
that constructive criticism would
be relevant only when the Esta-
blishment was destroyed to pro-
vide room for entertaining crea-
tive proposals. Pandit Ne%-nru, in
fallin§ foul of other parties, occa-
sionally concedes that an Opposi-
tion involves no offence to his
modern outlook provided it is a
‘healthy  Opposition’. When it
comes to the test, he names the
parties recognized by the Election
Commissioner with the issue of
symbols, he picks them up one by
one tearing them into pieces, and
ends by extending a lefthanded
benediction to the Communist
Party—a gesture which shows
through. Anyway, the C.P.I. won’t
fit in as Opposition, since it is the
obverse side of the Congress coin.
The rest of the lot is not certified
as healthy, and they are infected
with disease, deserving to be
quarantined in isolation hospitals.

-] [ ] L]
The virus of fatal decline, he

detects in the Swatantra Party
and its leader; and in his vilifica-
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tion, he is wrong cven in recollee-
tions of objective events in history
so that the entire credit for poli-
tical liberation is assigned to the
party he has been identified with
as Supremo ever since he entered
politics. As the Agent of Destiny
(his  own words of self-praisc),
he is thus prepared to get on very
well without an Opposition, see-
ing that there is no health-certi-
ficate for non-congressmen, to
breathe free air in the land.
Whilst he was speaking in this
vein “lashin% right and left”, Mr.
M. C. Chagla was addressing an
election-meeting in North Bom-
bay, stressing the need in a demo-
cracy of an Opposition to main-
tain parliamentary balance so that
the Constitution might be saved
and the irregularities of those in
power be lessened by disinterested
criticism.  This practice  goes
against the totalitarian grain of
onc-party rule which is cherished
by Mr. Nchru as the key to the
millennium of gorgeous planning
under the personality-cult of the
future. Mr. Chagla elucidated the
meaning of the expression “Her
Majesty's  Opposition” and the
significance OF its leader being
paid a salary despite the
Victorian dictum that the “duty
of an Opposition is to oppose”.

- Indira Gandhi addressing the
All-India Youth Congress in Bom-
bay took a hand in castigating
Rajaji, one of her remarks being:
“Thousands of Rajajis and any
amount of Opposition onslaught
on the present regime cannot
alter the accepted policy of the
Government.” She is well-soaked
in the doctrine that a one-party
government could serve as par-
liamentary democracy in India;
she had said as much during her
tour in East Africa to carry good-
will from the Congress regime.
When she expressed the home-
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yiew (for a brain-wash) in Africa,
Indian settlers, lookin fom{ard to
the earlier stages of parliamen-
tary government in the course of
African renaissance, were sur-
prised. There was instant reaction
against its totalitarian sngmﬁcanqe.
Mr. Nehru himself was apprais-
ed by cable of local objection to
the inaugurating of any such re-
gime, and resolutions were P?ssed
resenting the idea of a visit by
the Prime Minister himself to
propagate such dogma. When she
speaks of “thousands of Rajajis
expressing opinions contrary to th.e
personality-cult, it merely indi-
cates that the future President of
the Congress means 1o exercise
her authority with an iron hand.
One of the favourite complaints
of the Prime Minister is that
Rajaji has been indulging in
abusive language—insensitive to
the fact that cogent arguments
put forward by the alleged sabo-
teur of past times, are sufficient
to serve the cause of Swatantra,
any resort to the business of
bludgeoning and blackguarding
being left to the present monopo-
lists of power. C.R. cannot be so

- imperiously shown the door by

Indira Gandhi during an election-
speech in North Bombay, if only
for the simple fact that Swatan-
tra is a movement and not a stunt,
senile or infantile.

° ° ©

The court-coteries of Nehru's
India are accustomed to a line
of reasoning upon the amiable
premise that the speaker on the
latform is a model logician and
that it is the duty of patriots to
move abreast. This mental pro-
cess is invariably betrayed when
the Prime Minister says in any
“lashing” utterance (he always
lashes at rallies), that he could
not “understand” objections raised
by dissidents to any decision pro-
nounced by him.” Smt. Indira
Gandhi gave an illustration of the
same stylistic mode of ratiocina-
tion at Bombay in an attempt to
acquit Mr. Krishna Menon o the
charge of “communism’, IR the
squabbles about a dozen br.and_s
o(f1 socialism on the toss, scienti-
fically undefined. Indira Gandhi
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told an election meeting of women
at Bombay: “If you can call me
a communist, then Mr, Menon is
also a communist, but do you call
me a communist?” Hoity-toity, the
expected answer is a loud “No”
for which she had been fishing;
but the premise and the surmise
do not go beyond the admission
that they think alike and that Mr.
Menon and she represent what, in
current polemics, is described as
“fellow-travellers”. A straight ans-
wer, albeit subject to ambiguous
variations of language could have
been presented to the audience
without the awkward burden
being placed on polite listeners
to judge her denominational sta-
tus in the Leftist movement, and
linking it with Mr. Menon’s creed
which is believed to be chameleon-
complexioned. He himself squel-
ches inquisitive questioners by
hammering them with counter-
conundrums. There are many
words like communists, crypto-
communists, fellow-travellers, so-
cialistic patternists, utopian plan-
ners, Avadi idealists etc., to satisfy
all types of audience. To say that
if she is a communist, then only
can Mr. Menon be also placed in
the category of the international
body of World Revolution now in
camp somewhere in Bulgaria, is
to imitate the nursery-trick of
touching the nose by circling the
hand from behind the neck when
direct performance could be in-

As I See the Picture

I cannot picture to myself
a time when no man shall be
richer than another. But 1
do picture to myself a time
when the rich will spurn to
enrich themselves at the ex-
pense of the poor, and the
poor will cease to envy the
rich. —MauaT™MA GANDHI

stantly staged. The root-cause of
such argument is abnormal self-
esteem and the glow of infallible
self-righteousness  beamed  all
round without much of demure
hesitation.

® - L

The Union Home Ministry has

sprung a warning on all govern-
ment servants that failure to
attend Hindi classes would be
counted neglect of official duties
calling for disciplinary action and
retarded career. The Executive
decree has pernicious implications
for the future of non-Hindi speak-
ing regions, not only in respect of
official employment but also on
the cultural drift of the country.
It may be recalled that the Prime
Minister is committed to the
pledge that Hindi would not be
imposed on non-Hindi speaking
areas, unless and until they came
forward with a specific request;
but in the present hectic and
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hectoring mood of Mr. Nehru, the
undertaking might be ruled out
as one of those “petty things”
‘\‘vhich should not distract a
mature nation” like India from
c'oncentrating on Imgc interna-
tional problems in our nuclear
age. Further, was not the three-
language  formula adopted by

chief ministers just in August last-

in a hurried closed-door decision
during the first throes of emotional
ntegration a process now being
reinforced through the peripatetic
efforts'()f the Sampurnanand Com-
mittcc?  The Home Ministry’s
circular that government servants
should regularly mug up Hindi
during office hours at the feet of
pandits supplied, and pass their
f‘xaminzlti()ns to escape pcnulti(-s,
is not only a violation of funda-
mental  rights in  conflict with
Constitutional Law, but is also
an_illegality disruptive of an all-
India front of progress.  Pandit
CQvin(I Vallabh Pant as Home
Minister was as much a Hindi-
faddist as  Lal Bahadur Shastri;
but as a statesman he moved with
caution like an elephant fecling
its way in performing a slushy
climb, and he also knew how to
make short-work of real opposi-
tion with a sweep of the trunk.
Lal Bahadur Shastri in compari-
son is a small but astute rodent
with sharp tecth capable of insi-
c!xously gnawing at fundamental
rights. In top-notch commitments
on behalf of the Government and
thg High Command, Indira Gan-
dh'l and Lal Bahadur Shastri are
szu'd to be the keepers of the
Prime Minister’s conscience, and
therefore nobody should underrate
the resumption of the Hindi-drive.
Even in the Assam imbroglio Lal
Bahadur Shastri’s contribution was
that local languages in rivalry
could be allowed brief respite
until India becomes unilinguall

consolidated “ultimately” in Himﬁ
speech which, meanwhile, all are
‘l‘ndden to “enrich”. That term
ultimately” is at the root of his
faith and the key to the three-
language formula over which
children in primary classes are to
be grilled. Telegraphic address of
Lal Bahadur ~ Shastri: “Ulti-
mately.” P.].
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TRA PARTY VIN DICATED

By N.C.ZAMINDAR

One of the most brilliant com-
mentators on Soviet and commu-
nist affairs, Mr. Isaac Deutsc'her
has remarked in his latest article

ublished in the Statesman of 6th
Februé.ry, '62: “What may be
meat for industri%ized a_nd r_ela-
i rosperous Russia is poison
E)‘;elybgckvsgrd China”. This is
equally and even more forcefully
applicable to India. But perhaps
the secular Congress Government
likes to take the role of Lord
Shiva, the poison-drinker. All
sorts of Western ideas and plans
have been thoughtlessly imported,
creating a psychology of glamour.
It is difficult now to find real,
tough and earnest workers in al-
most all fields. There is a passion-
ate hankering after soft and cosy
living. A glance at the advertise-
ments in various journals will bear
out how the present generation
is being conditioned to accept
luxuries as bare necessities of
life! Even in distant villages the
transformation is taking place.

Dr. D. R. Gadgil, in his provok-
ing convocation address to Nag-
pur University, S})oke of the two
dark features of contemporary
Indian life—one, an increase in
corruption, and the second, a
sense of frustration. They both
are interdependent. With the
spread of corruption in the higher
strata, the lower strata are attract-
ed towards that pattern of living.
That, being out of reach, leads to
frustration. To put it differently,
frustration is dependent on cor-
rupt ways of living. It is unavoid-
able from all points of view.

The question, therefore, arises
—why corruption? Why towards
doom? The answer is, because of
false standards imported from the
highly industrialized and urba-
nized societies of Europe apd
America. Europe includes Soviet
Russia.

The CPI tub-thumpers shout
themselves hoarse in their‘elec-
tipn speeches about the Red ‘para-

dises. They conveniently forget
the denigration of Stalin leading
up to the inhuman act of digging

his grave. They avoid all such
pain%ul references in their voci-
ferous campaign.

The Congress does not lag be-
hind in following the communists
with all sorts of “buts” and “ifs”.
If the qualifying clauses and cer-
tain special pleadings are removed
from the Congress manifesto, it
will appear as'a diluted manifesto
of the Communist Party of India.

In a recent speech, Mr. Nehru
stated that people know him
and his ideology. It is a fact that
people love, adore and worship
him as an “avatar” but they de-
finitely do not know him. And
does he not burn his incense at
the feet of the Mahatma and Marx
alternately?  Acharya Kripalani
must be congratulated for putting
straight to his voters in Bombay
that they will have to choose bet-
ween Mahatmaji and Marx, Kri-

7

. shna Menon representing the lat-

ter. Mr. Menon has nowhere re-
pudiated the statement attributed
to him that Mahatma Gandhi
was a reactionary. Mr. Nehru by
plumping for Mr. Menon has lent
his support to the view.

I think that it is a fact that no-
body except a genuine traditiona-
list can really love Gandhiji and
his various views. 1 am certain
that all ‘modernists’ condemn
Mahatmaji as a reactionary! It
is the Swatantra Party, even more
than the Congress, that truly
lauds the Gandhian tradition. Not
only that it merely lauds but, by
criticizing the Goa action, the
party has taken up the stand of
Mahatmaji’s secretary, Mr. Pyare-
lal.

It can, therefore, be seen that
the Swatantra Party’s advocacy of
a ‘go slow’ policy has been amply
vindicated. Not only that; its ad-
herance to Gandhism has also
been vindicated by the exposition
of Mr. Pyarelal on the Goa action.
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N. BOMBAY ELECTION

BY IAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN

First of all, I wish to malfe it
clear that 1 am spes_cking entirely
in a personal capacity. The Sglr-
vodaya movement has advise ly
kept “itself aloof from party _91(;
tics, at the same time see 1;1lc
every opportunity to educate tne
clectorate.

Ordinarily, there would  have
been no cause for me to deviate
from this policy and take any side
whatever in the election. _But, in
the North Bombay constituency,
there is, to my mind, an extra-
ordinary situation. Let me make
it clear that 1 have nothing per-
sonally ~ against  Mr. Krishna
Menon. My relations with  him
have always been cordial and
friendly and 1 admire his ability.
But, unfortunately, Mr. Menon has
willingly allowed himself to be
used for all he is worth by the
Commuuist Party for the purpose
of securing 2 ¢ommanding  posi-
tion in the very heart of the Cen-
tral  Government aud the Con-

ress Party. It would be a pity
il the communists were allowed to
get away with their game.

The simple people of this coun-
try are not acquainted perhaps
with the well-tried and  tested
communist methods of infiltration,
in order either to capture or des-
troy. It is necessary, therefore, to
warn the people. It wquld be
quite 2 different matter if the
Communist Party were fo come to
power by open and democratic
methods,  which happfly is not
likely to happen in this country,
as it has not happened anywhere
db(e)n Mr. Menon’s part, it might
well be that he is naive enough,
as clever persons often are foun
to be, to believe that he was mak-
ing a fine use -of communist sup-

ort to make the Congress more
Naivete, however,

been known to be a
vice from which communists have
suffered.  Progressivism might
mean the same thing as commu-
“nism to some people. But Mr.
Menon cannot remain a lfaader of
the Congress, if that be his mean-
)

progréssive.
has never

ing. If it is not, his acceptance of
communist support, to the point of
letting communists run his cam-
paign, would need some explaining.

In the given situation, I cannot
help feeling that even though Mr.
Menon happens to be a Congress
candidate and has the Prime Mi-
nister’s support, his victory would
in effect be a victory of the Com-
munist Party. On the other hand,
though it might appear paradoxi-
cal, Kripalaniji's victory, even
though he is fighting a Congress
candidate, would be a victory for
the values and ideals for which

9

the Congress stood in its best days.
under Gandhiji.

I might be asked if just one
electoral contest could make all
that difference; is Mr. Menon all
that powerful? No. he is not. Ne
one is or can be. It is the schem-
ing, plotting, hidden forces that
are using him that are dangerous.
It is often one little rat-hole in the
embankment that becomes the
cause of its being ultimately
washed away. Without the hole,
however, the floods might have
beaten in vain against the em-
bankment.

Another question I might be
asked is, why does not the Prime
Minister see this danger? It is a
fair question. Recent history pro-

and
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HOW- STATISTICS CAN MISLEAD
By K. N. SRIVATSAN

Bulky Plan reports and official sta-
stistical  publications,  bristling  with
figures and percentages, are issued to
ithe public at regular intervals by the
governments at the Centre and the
States. A large majority of the lay pub-
lic comes to know of the most en-
chanting of these figures filtered through
newspapers and accepts them all as
facts, and understandably thinks highly
©of the Government’s omniscience. The
«economists argue their cases in their
brilliant articles, citing the government
«ata in support, perhaps little realizing
that the figures may not all be facts.
But  among the official figures, some
conly are also facts, while the rest are
mot.

Let us first consider data which are
also facts. Take, for instance, the
figure for income-tax collected by the
government.  Though there may be
cases of evasion and over-assessment of
ithe tax, the fact remains that the figure
is a fact in the sense that the amount
of tax has actually been collected.
Statistics of this category include those
©of actuals of revenue and expenditure
©of government, loans raised inside the
wcountry and abroad, bank deposits, in-
dustrial  production, foreign  trade,

'N. BOMBAY ELECTION (contd.) ... ..
vides the answer. There have been
instances of great and powerful
leaders, who felt sure of them-
selves and of their ability to deal
'with any challenge to their power,
‘who discovered too late that the
ground had been cut from under
their feet.

There is another important as-
pect of the matter. No leader,
]gowsoever great, is immortal. The
sscheming forces have then only
to wait until the great man js
gone, before they seize their op-
: ortunity. Who can tell what con-
‘Fusion might not reign in the Con-
gress Party after Panditji? An
organized group that knows its
mind and at the same time pro-
fesses “progressivism”, could then
‘have an easy job.

It would be childish, therefore,
to believe that the issue involved
is just one of somebody’s defeat
‘or victory or the Prime Mlmste"rs
Prestige. It is the future of Indian
democracy and our spiritual
values that are at stake.

money circulation, etc., which are col-
lected by the Government from each
primary source.

An outstanding example of a figure
which is not a fact is provided by the
official statement that the amount of
food-grains produced in India during
1959-60 is 75.9 million metric tons. It
must be obvious to the meanest intel-
ligence that the Government does not
supervise the harvests in each of the
300 million odd acres in India, nor
every cultivator jg obliged or eager to
report about his produce. How then did
the Government, which certainly is not
ominiscient, come to know that the
produce could be 75.9 million tons?

Government statisticians here inter.
vene and argue: “It s true that we
cannot  harvest all the felds to the
last acre. But the Government of the
land must have some ‘estimate of food
production” in order to shape its food
policies. Have you not heard of sampl-
ing which even a housewife adopts by
touching a few rice-grains taken from
a steaming rice pot to see whether the
whole lot is cooked? In fact, we have

. developed refined sampling techniques

which enable us to study the actual
harvest of only a dozen or so small
sample plots (measuring no more than
a cent each) in the whole of
any tehsil to give reliable estimates of
the total food-production in the tehsil,
We also give a margin of error to
which our estimate is subject. Does not

our figures, then, become almost a
fact in reality?”

It is not disputed that the tiny
sample plots are selected and harvested
under government supervision in the
most unbiased manner, It is also con-
ceded that the Government, like pri-
vate entrepreneurs, must have an esti-
mate of food production based on the
sample survey. But it cannot be ac-
cepted that the estimate thus made is a
fact, because another set of random
sample plots, chosen equally scienti-
fically, may yield a different estimate,
as the yields are highly variable from
field to field and are not as uniform
as the rice-grains in the cooking pot
dre regarding their softness. It may be
noted here that the estimates, which
are quantitative guesses, would be as
good or as bad as the degree to which
the material under study is variable.
Hence, the estimates hased on a sam-
ple, however scientifically selected, are,
at best, the opinions of the Govern-
ment and are not facts in the sense jn
which the income-tax figures are,
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Our contributors are res-
pectfully requested not to
exceed 900 words, in view of
the size of Swarjya.

A hypothetical example will clarify
the ahove point. Let us suppose that
competent statisticians select a sample
of one hundred voters out of 30,000
from the electoral list of a constituency
by using the latest sampling techniques.
If sixty of these sample voters elect
a candidate X and if, on that basis, he
is declared to have polled 60 per cent
of the totul votes in the counstituency,
would  this go undisputed?  No; be-
cause it would, at best, be considered
as the  opinion ef the statisticians
based on the sample they chanced to
select. It will not he accepted as a
fact. In short, there are certain official
data, c.g., those on food-production,
national income, employment and un-
employment, national savings, capital-
output ratio and the like, which are not
facts but are only opinions of the Gov-
ernment which, like any other opinion,
may well be right or wrong. It is rather
disconcerting that the government pub-
lications should mix up facts and esti-
mates in such judicious proportions that
mere  government  opinions on  the
increase of food-production, national
income, etc., pass for facts when such
estimates are very unreliable,

It will not be out of place to men-
tion here that the common man has
access only to  market-price statistics
against which he can test the Govern-
ment data, both facts and opinions, for
accuracy. Once the free market (and
not the monopoly-market manipulated
by a few privileged private men or
public agencies) js interfered with by
the Government in the name of plan-
ning and socialism, the citizens would
never be able to judge for themselves
about the progress of the economy as
they would have lost their economic
barometer, i.c., the free market.
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Concrete septic tank

Concrete structures in Plantations,
whether they are built with

a) precast units such as concrete hollow
blocks, door.and window frames,
T-joists for roof, lamp standards,
fence posts...

. OR

b) in-situ constructions such as
creleways, tea fermenting-room
floors, coffec curing plant floors. ..

make estate life more healthy and
comfortable. Concrete construction is
bccommg more popular in plantations
because it is * maintenance-free * durable
* economical * fire and weather proof
*immune to attacks by termites

For free technical advice on any concrete
construction write to the Concrete :
Association of India, 175/1 Mount Road, .
Madras 2, .
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Some points raised ftgainst me
personally are as amusing as can-
tankerous and born of preju-
dice. Why did you not put up a
Swatantra candidate against Vai-
dyanathziyyar’s son in M'adura?
Not out of affection for him but
because Mr. Devasahayam is as
rood as, if not better than, an offi-
cial Swatantra candidate. Mr.
Devasahayam is a Forward Bloc
man and therefore he is a Swa-
tantra candidate as well. Why did
you not set up a Swatantra gandl-
date against your son in Krishna-
iri?  Because there is a DMK
candidate opposing him there, and
some people might think a Swa-
tantra candidate would split the
votes and make it easier for the
Congress to win. It is forgotten that
we have put up only about fifteen
parliamentary candidates in Mad-
ras State where the total number
of scats is over forty, and Krishna-
giri is one out of twenty-five par-
liamentary constitucncies which
the party has left unconteste(}.
Why don't you campaign 1n Kri-
shnagiri against your son? The
reason should be obvious to those
who have any ideas about decency
and the limitations of propriety.

Is it not enough that I do fierce
campaigning against one whom all
my departed colleagues and g
considered as our adopted son:
All these cantankerous (and, pos-
sibly, imagined to be very clever)
objections  are amus:ements _in
this election campaign Wh'lCh
might add humour to a grave situ-
ation.

An amusing theory has been
put forward by persons who ought
to know better—that I started the

Swatantra Party only because of
my jealousy of Mr. Kamaraj

Ne}z,darl Mr. T.T.K. has been say-
some rich businessmen
of poor Rajaji and
have been using him as a tool to
achieve their own purpose. This
notion is contrary to the Kamaraj-
jealousy theory but no less amus-
ing. I am neither made of jea-
lousy stuff nor is my soul so poor
as to let me start a Swatantra

ing that
caught hold of

Party for the sake of improving
the financial position of some
merchant friends. Mr. Jawaharlal
Nehru and Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel and Gandhiji did never
think I was so gullible as to be-
come a tool of any bad charac-
ters. In fact they thought I was
more self-willed and obstinate
than was good for me. Let us
laugh at all these attacks. The
issue of Statism and the Permit-
Licence-Quota-Raj is a grave one
and the battle against advancing
totalitarianism cannot be inter-
preted away into personal intri-
gllCS.

*

Personal experiences in the
present general elections have

13

strongly confirmed my view that,
for securing fairness and conf-
dence in the fairness of the elec-
tions, the ruling party should at
least some months before nomina-
tions step down from office and
hand over the administration to
the permanent service, under the
directions of the care-taking Gov-
ernors and the President. The
legislatures, too, should not func-
tion during this interim period.
Any extraordinary emergency can,
and should, be met by ordinance.
What I have seen not only con-
firms my opinion that this arrange-
ment is desirable. It has demons-
trated that without this stepping
down from power, the elections
cannot be free and democra-
tic.  What prevails in other
parliamentary countries has no
application here in this country,
where symbols and stamp-marking

detail of

only in name.”

individual freedom.”

IF WE BELIEVE IN GANDHI, LET US
READ WHAT HE HAS SAID

“Sclf-government means, a continuous effort to be independent of
government control, whether it is foreign government or
whether it is national. Swaraj government will be a sorry
affair if [l)eople look up to it for the regulation of every

ife

“A nation that runs its affairs smoothly and effectively without
much State interference is truly democratic.  Where such a
condition is absent, the form of government is democratic

“I look upon an increase in the power of the State with the
greatest fear, because, although while apparently doing good
by minimizing exploitation, it does the
destroying individuality which lies at the root of all progress.”

“If the individual ceases to count, what is left of society?
Individual freedom alone can make a man voluntarily sur-
render himself completely to the service of society. If it is
wrested from him, he becomes an automaton and society is
ruined. No society can possibly be built on a denial of

“I do not believe that industrialization is necessary in any case
for any country. It is much less so for India. Indeed, I
believe that Independent India can only discharge her duty
towards a groaning world by adopting a simple but ennobled
life by developing her thousands of cottages and living at
peace with the world. High thinking is inconsistent with
complicated material life based on high speed imposed on
us by Mammon worship. All the graces of life are possible
only when we learn the art of living nobly.”

greatest harm by
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have to be brought into action and
where power-worship  is even
more prevalent than God-worship
and where this sorry feature is
fully exploited by those who seek
to perpetuate their power. Those
abroad who observe the way elec-
tions are carried on here may
contemplate and draw their infe-
rences from the fact that the Prime
Minister, the Home Minister of
India and the chief ministers,
and others holding key positions
in the State governments are so
heavily and principally engaged in
the election campaign in a man-
ner not to be seen in other free
democracies during gencral elec-
tions. And the newspaper publicity
liberally given to the ruling party’s
campaign multiplies the evil. The
campaigning of Mr. Nehru dis-
closes unprecedented anxiety and
the quality and near-intimidatory
language of his utterances are
reminiscent  of the language of
well-known dictators of recent
history.

*

In addition to all this, there is
the fact that a most significant
number of government emplo-
yees, particularly in the police
and military services, are voters.
And they vote through post. Their
voting  papers are collected by
officials who are not always be-
lieved to  be  non-partisan.
The proliferated public services
and public sector employees fur-
nish a very substantial ~ratio of
voters and this becomes import-
ant, as in the rural areas a very
large percentage of voters do not
vote. From every point of view,

SAMBAR
W S RASAM

(2 Separate Powders)
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(Garram Masala)
PICKLESo PAPPADS oAPPALAMS
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it follows that the ruling party
should step down from office and
exercise no authority during elec-
tion time.

»

The spreading out of the poll-
ing over more than a week lends
itself to considerable prejudice.
Profuse forecasting, and com-
menting in the daily press ac-
companies all the voting, and this
is bound to affect the minds of
voters in the polling on subsequent

days, as there is a notion pre- -

vailing that one should vote' for
those who are likely to succeed.
It is hoped that newspapers will
abstain from undoing the secrec
that is guaranteed for the ballot
by comments and forecasts based
on guesses and on partisan reports.

x

Mr. Chagla has rightly asked
for a stable government” and a
strong - Opposition. Perhaps he
should have also emphasized the
need in this country for a stable
and good administrative machine.
Indeed, this is even more import-
ant than what is known as
stable government. Ministries may
come and go but the administra-
tive machine, if it is a good and
just one, will look after the affairs
of the country without break. A
strong Opposition can be effective
only if the ruling party is not
‘stable’, in the sense of not being in
fear of bein% ousted. Without an
Opposition balanced in strength
against the ruling party, the lat-
ter is bound in this coun-
try to go bad. ‘Stable govern-
ment’ has become the slogan of
the ruling party. This and the
dovetailed Plans tend towards
Eerpetuation of one-party rule. We
ave certainly had a little too much
of ‘stable’ government. What we
lack and greatly need is a strong
Opj)osition and a stable, fearless
and just administrative machinc,
not allowing its lawful course to
be perverted by any political
pressures.

X

The good and simple men of
our country have a natural dis-
like for all conflicts, And they look

upon political opposition ‘as an

February 24, 196

undesirable conflict. Many of them
express an  innocent wish  that
political opponents should scttle
differences and ‘unite’. They do
not know that the safest and Dbest
‘union” in democracy is a coming
together for a common purpose,
for the two opposing parties to sit
on either side of the table, and
debate and rule—this is parlia-
mentary democracy. The union
that is desirable is not a chemical
union extinguishing all differences,
but a coming together for effective,
open and continuous debate.

»

What should be the composition
of Parliament and State legisla-
tures in a welfare-State  whose
policy is to spread out its powers
over all the activities of the nation?
What Addison has written about
his imaginary club applies to this
political question.  “The Club of
which I am a Member is very luc-
kily composed of such Persons as
are engaged in different Ways of
Life, and deputed as it were out of
the most conspicuous Classes of
Mankind. By this Means I am fur-
nished with the greatest Variety
of Hints and Materials and know
everything that passes in the diffe-
rent Quarters and Divisions, not
only of this great City, but of the
whole Kingdom. There is alwai's
some Body present who will take
Care of their respective Interests,
that nothing may be written or
published to the Prejudice or In-
fringement  of their just Rights
and Privileges.” All this is about
the matter that should go into a
weekly journal, but the point made
out here by Addison applies with
even greater force to a body rul-
ing the country’s affairs through
laws and regulations that cannot
be questioned. But against this
whom have we today in Parlia-
ment? Men who have had little
or no experience of any trade or
business but who have adopted
a policy of extending their autho-
rity over every trade and busi-
ness, including the most important
one of raising food out of mother

earth,
c.A.
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“Less than three rupees
was all I spent on my

Hercules last year”

~-says Mohan Bansal{

F ebruary 24 1962
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He spENT that amount on routine
overhauling.

HercuLes is the finest bicycle built
today. Every component is precie
sion-made to exacting standards at
the largest, best-cquipped factory in
India. That’'s why with just the
normal care, HCRCULES s¢rves you
for years together,

Hercules

is more than a cycle«

Moade dye
T. 1. CYCLES OF INDIA
Ambattur, Near Madras

it's a lifetime companion
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Paying a tribute to his Madras
host,” Prime Minister Nehru re-
marked that his visit was super-
fluous, since Mr. Kamaraj Nadar
was a host in himsclf. With elec-
tions in 14 States, Nehru is sup-
reme, as the Lor.d of Hosts;

[

Singing the Recessional, Kipling
on behalf of his people prayed to
the Lord of Hosts “Be with us
yet, lest we forget”. And so let
the P.M. live a thousand years and
let him go ahead with his lashing
speeches at C.R. and Swatantra,
never letting thei nation foiget.

L]

The lion roars; the duck
quacks; the nightingales sing; the
cock crows; and Nehru lashes,
right and left. Reporters cannot
do without the word “lash” as he
stretches his hands and flogs his
critics right and left, like guardi-
ans in the slave-camps of Pharaoh;

- but, alas, Panditji is ‘distressed’.

It hurts him more than it hurts
C.R.; and Mr. Nehru charges the
latter with having characterised
the Congress as a “donkey” and
congressmen as “scoundrels”. Ame-
ricans figure out the Democratic
arty as the Donkey as agalnstt the
G.OP. appearing in caricatures
as an Elel[))l})lant g(the Grand Old
Party). The Congress in India is
the ‘Boneless W(lnder’.
L]

The splenetic cry “go-to-hell’i is
more courteous than the naming
of opponents as skunks and
scoundrels, epithets which the
fctionist is foisting as unspoken
words on devote:i heads.

L]

When the Chinese incursipns
were divulged at last, the que
Minister observed that such things
«rritated us”, but then irritation
can be allayed by mptual back-
scratching; not so, dxsfress.

In his (Madras) Marina speech

L4

. (Feb. 6) Pandit Nehru warned
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that the Swatantra Party “cannot
reverse the clock”. Exactly on the
same day, Lal Bahadur Shastri
declared in the Punjab that “the
Swatantra Party should not at-
tempt to turn back the clock”.
Deep calleth unto Deep. Chrono-
meters can be turned back, and
the ‘grandfather’s clock’ is invari-
ably good as time-keepers as long
as juveniles do not tamper with
the hands of the clock to turn
them back under the illusion that
they are smart mechanicians and

repairers.
-] ] &

The Swatantra Party is back-
ward, said Indira Gandhi at a
mass-rally in Gaya. And it was at
the Gaya Congress that C.R.
stood for the solidarity of the
Congress by preaching the No-
Change policy and saved the
movement from slumping Dback-
ward and toppling over into the
ditch, head foremost.

& ® =*

The man-eater is abroad, warns
T.T.K. repeating his words of
alarm uttered at the time he had
left office as Finance Minister
under the Mundhra eclipse. His
critics think that the man-eater
lay crouching in Kodaikanal mo-

17

tionless, before taking the big leap
from Tiruchendur.
¢ ” °
Mr. Krishna Menon has his eye
on the tiger but his alertness is
directed against the “vegetarian
tiger” of which hunters know
nothing. The poet William Blake
used to get some nightmares over
the beast: -
Tiger! Tiger! burning bright
In the forests of the night
What immortal hand or eye
Coul;l frame thy fearful symmetry!
L &

Prime Minister Nehru recently
remarked that Oliver Cromwell
quoted scripture to a deputation
of London merchants. Just to keep
the record straight, Cromwel{,
Puritan-General, addressed a let-
ter to the Assembly of the Church
of Scotland on August 3, 1650
which contained the passage mis-
quoted by Mr. Nehru: “I beseech
you by the bowels of Christ, think
it possible that you might be
mistaken.”

-] -3 ]

Plastering of election-appeals
in the rear of private vehicles
without leave is not uncommon
even in  the orderly routine of
America. One cab carried a boldly-
lettered card in front of the wind-
screen saying: “The opinions ex-
pressed on the back of this cab
are not necessarily those of the
driver!”

L] -2 -3

Father: “Now do you under-
stand the difference between a
King and a President?”

Son: “Yes, a King.js the son of
his father; but a Presf‘ent is not.”

—PJ.

v‘g}
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M/s. GANESH FLOUR
MILLS GO. LTD., DELHI-15

Have pleasure in announcing
that their proud manufacture

BANESH
DELITE FANS

are being made available
to dealers and consumers,
through their sales office at

2, THAMBU CHETTY STREET

MADRAS-1
Phone: 21680

-

Grams: “GANESHMILL”
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CGANESH DELITE FANS

are available qt :

. G. K. Syndicate, Madras-|
2. Andhra Electric Co., Madras-1
3. Universal Agencies, Madras.2
4. Daga Commercial Corporation
Private Ltd., Madras.|
. City Electrical Stores, Madras-|
- R.5. M. & Co., Devaraja Mudali
Street, Madras-3
7. Asrani Electricals, Vellore
~ 8. Nellai Trading Company,
Tirunelveli Town
9. ArdhaMohan, Salem Town
10. Shanmugam & Co., Coimbatore
I1. Nellai Trading (Madurai) Co.,
Madurai
12, P. S. Rajan & Co., Panruti
13. Ashok Electrical & Engineering
Co., Bangalore
14. City Electrical Stores,
Big Bazaar St., Trichirapalli
15. Dandoo Bala Narasiah & Sons,
Secunderabad
16. Royal Radio House,
Nampalle, Hyderabad
17. Sunrise Electricals, Vijayawada-1
18. Sri Durga Electrical & General
Trading Co., Vijayawada-|
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WASTE IN INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT

In the course of a conversation [
was having with a few friends
about the Government’s efforts to
develop small-scale industries, one
of them (who was Swatantra-
minded) referred me to an extract
which had appeared in the Blitz
(dated 3-2-62) about cases of cal-
lous waste of tax-payer’s money
in the Industries Department of
Madras State. I noticed that the
Blitz had referred to an audit
report, which I obtained and went

through to see what the facts
were.

A perusal of that report shocked
me. The report has mentioned a
loss of Rs. 1,17,000 on account of
rent, infructuous expenditure of
Rs. 82,000, enormous overpay-
ment on the purchase of zinc
ingots, deviations from original
plans without proper authority,
and other simiﬂ)ar irregularities.
For some time now, the Directors
of Industries have been officers
of the Indian Administrative Ser-
vice and it is depressing to note
that the officers should not have

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
A LETTER

Mr. B. Ananthaswami, M.A.,B.L,
writes in a letter addressed to
Rajaji:

Revered Sir, your achievement is
without parallel in the history of poli-
tical parties.

The vast majority of the intellectuals
in the country are on your side. Some
of them may be afraid of coming out
into the open, for fear of being ruined
by the wrath of the party in power
being directed against their trade, pro-
fession or employment. Some others,
while convinced of the Swatantra Party’s
policies and programmes, are sitting

back idly, unable to overcome the feel-

ing that a Congress victory is inevitable
and their votes cannot tilt the scales.
But the fact remains that you command
the allegiance of the enlightened of
the land.

You have done the greatest and in-
estimable service of removing frustra-
tion from the minds of the intellectuals
(who really constitute the nation’s
backbone) and given purpose and
meaning to their existence by instilling

hope into them that wrongs can still

Frevented such losses and irregu-
arities.

Such callousness towards the
tax-payer’s interests really brings
the Government to contempt.
The Public Accounts Committee
may, of course, in due course
“deal with” the matter. But the
public is entitled to learn what
action the Government has taken
against the officer responsible for
the waste.

My friend (referred to already)
alleged that the officer concerned
has, after the waste had come to
light, actually been promoted to
a more important post, and again
promoted to a selection grade.l
I hope it is not true. But, if this
be true, nothing can be more dis-
concerting. Can it be that the pre-
sent Congress Government is in-
different to waste—as exemplified
by this individual instancer To
set ugly rumours at rest, cant the
Government order an enquiry Dy
an independent and  competent
officer into this case of alleged
waste?

A RETIRED ACCOUNTANT GENERAL

TO RAJAIJI

be righted, that sanity will ultimately
prevail and that the forces of Dharma
shall yet win the battle.

Nobody expects the Swatantra Party
to capture power in this election. But
the party is sure to constitute an effec-
tive Opposition and send to the legis-
latures and Parliament representatives
most of whom will be of better cali-
bre than the members of other parties.

VOTE FOR SWATANTRA

Sir,—The manner in which congress-
men from Pandit Nehru downwards
carry on a tirade against Rajaji and the
Swatantra Party makes one feel that
the time has come for the once-esteemed
Congress to dissolve itself. Indeed, Gan-
dhiji himself had foreseen it (and written
so) just before his death by assassina-
tion. In a letter written in Hindi by him
to Sri Anusuya Prasad Patakji, Editor,
Rashtra Basha, Cuttack, the Father of
the Nation wrote:

“Prior to Independence I had che-
rished a number of desires, but
where all thisP As a result, I no
longer crave to live for 120 years—

r;februa;y 24, 1962

as 1 once did—and I have sent in
an application to God that He call
me soon. You do not know how
much agony I have had to undergo
to make this decision. The leaders
who used to listen to everything
that I said, after coming to office,
have started disrespecting my
wishes. They call it the derangements
of old age. What I say is being
scoffed at. It seems to me, there-
fore, that it is not proper to stay
here. -

. “It is a different matter altogether

that, if I so wished, I could dislodge

all these leaders. But then they are
mine, the people are mine, and they
too belong to the people. If I also
become like them, I would be bet-
raying God. So I have left their
company and come away. I do see
everything. But it is time which will
do all, not myself. Have patience.
When Destiny begins to act, it will
- accomplish what it will in a day and
these leaders will just be left gap-
ing. They will not be able even to
understand what has happened. So
you just go on working, and with
zeal. Your duty is but to work,

Leave considerations of the fruit to

God. 1 wish you success in your

work”—(Reproduced from Organiser,

Feb. 1961.)

For too long a time we have waited
patiently. Time has come for every
patriotic Indian to dislodge the Con-
gress Party from power. Let us pay our
homage to dear Bapu by voting for the
Swatantra Party. ‘Oh God, lead us from
Darkness unto Light!”

Madras K. VEDAMURTHY

THIS IS SOCIALIST
GOVERNMENT!

Sir,—The National Coal Development
Corporation Ltd., a Central Govern-
ment undertaking, has coalfields in
Bihar, Orissa and Madhya Pradesh and
is striving to increase the production of
coal and, incidentally, also helping to
ease the unemployment problem.

But the welfare of the workers em-
ployed is anything but satisfactory—
and the plight of those employed in
undeveloped collieries cannot be ima-
gined. There are many here with even
15 years of service and more who have
not been provided with living quarters
and their privations can well be ima-
gined when it is realized that private
quarters even are not available in these
areas. Some of the workers have
to walk five miles or more to places of
work in- the coalfield, and have to rise
very early in the morning and walk the
distance in biting cold for their morn-
ing shift. There are no water-supply,
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canteen and other welfare facilities here.

Even where the lowpaid miners are
given some “dowdas” (huts), there are
no proper roads or street lamps, so
much so they have to grope their way
to their homes during the nights. The
Corporation does not provide any trans-
port facilities for the staff. Those in
the lower cadre of technicians are also
poorly paid and treated badly com-
pared to employees in other undertak-
ings.

While the socialist Government of
Mr. Nehru insists on private industria-
lists arranging for staff quarters, pure
water supply, canteen and other wel
fare facilities, it provides no such facili
ties for employees in its own under
takings.

Kargali A SUFFERER \\

HOW INIQUITOUS IS THE
TAX?

Sir,—The prices of all commodities
are soaring high, due to the needless
meddling on the part of the Govern-
ment. After his easy ‘unopposed’ elec-
tion to Parliament, Mr. T. T. Krishna-
machari almost boastfully says that he
is for more and more controls, in order
to check the rising prices! But it has
been our painful experience that infla-
tion, controls and permits have led to
the rise in prices, while reducing the
quality of the commodities and increas-
ing the profits of the permit or licence-
holders. It is meaningless to suggest
increase of controls which will inevi-
tably worsen the situation. He forgets
that it was the abolition of food
rationing by Rajaji that saved the
country from the pangs of bad food
and starvation,

It was to make good the loss
of revenue due to the introduction of
prohibition, that Rajaji had levied the
sales tax of just half a percent on the
turnover of sales, which has now been
abnormally raised by the present
rulers. In the case of luxury goods, the
tax is now eight per cent, i.e., sixteen
times the original tax! And the tax
itself has necessitated a new department
and wasteful expenditure.

As to how heavy the tax burden is,
just one instance might be mentioned.
Radio sub-dealers, who just sell two
radio-sets for Rs. 500 or Rs. 600 each
per month have got to pay a sales-
tax of Rs. 1,060 per year—which is
equal to the income-tax paid by a
minister drawing a basic salary of Rs.
1250 per month! The Minister
has free quarters, free conveyance, and
other things free, which the poor radio
dealer has not.

Tirupathi Ex-CoNGRESSMAN

I
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In view of the size of the
journal, letters addressed to
Swanajva should not exceed 300
words. Correspondents are re-
quested to give their addresses,

[ though not for publication.
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