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Thi arthasarath .
Mipism'?rm(:}.' lf;dira Gmdh’i'}nfm“ﬁ envoy of the Prime
Thira M. G. Ramachandran on 25-8-* 83?n0urable Chief Minister

Thiru Rajkapoor,

Thirs Rajendrakumar and Thiru S.S.M

Sowndappan, presented a cheque for Rs. 1 lakh tow ds the
s

Sri Lankan Tamils’
Minister Thiru M. G.

Relief Fund to the Honoural Chief
' :
R, on 25-8-'83 on behalf ofo“D:wn India

Wattle Extracts Limited”.

\Aavani - Purattasi -

The incidents taking place in Sri
Lanka at present °cBusc great agony.

Our Prime Minister Tmt. Indira
Gandhi is taking suitable steps to
solve the problems of the Tamils of
Sri Lanka. If the President of Sri
Lanka, Thiru Jayawardane fails to
utilize this opportunity, Sri Lanka ~
will cease to be an independant
country. If Thiru Jayawardane
would” in haste seek help from any
foreign country, it is possible for
Sri Lanka to become a slave coun~
try oncg the foreig1 power isallow
to set féot in the country.

The people of Tamilnadu are
shedding tears of blood on account
of the ethnic killings taking place
in Sri Lanka.

1t will be an invifation™ to dis-
astrous results if efforts arc made
to eliminate the Tamils enmasse.

Honourable Chief Minister
{Excerpts from the speech made
at Tiruchi on 21.8.°83)
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I'send my hearty greetin
: gs to the people of the
country when India our Mother land cg)mpletu

her 36th year and steps i
independence. steps into the 37th year of her

Even though it is our duty to celebrate glo-
riously this independence day, our attention 18
centred on the plight of our brethren in neigh-
bouring S:i Lanka, subjected to atrocities.

Everyone is aware that a national consensus
has emerged in the favour of the Tamils in Sri
. Lanka, because of the steps taken by the Prime
Minister Tmt. Indira Gandhi and the efforts of
the State Government as also the all-party com-
mittee to reflect the feelings of the people of
Tamilnadu on it.

Let us take a pledge for securing for the
Tamils in Sri Lanka a dignified life with all rights.
Let us do our duty to protect the life and properties
of the Tamils and stand by the Central Govern-
ment in all its measures to rchabilitate the affected
people in Sri Lanka.

Our country stands foremost in giving pro-
tection and guidance. The time has come when
we should realise our responsibilities to further

strengthen and discipline it.

A Government and its people should follow
the ideals of equal rights, equal chances and should
eschew religious differences. It is the duty of the
Government to give proper protection to the people
and curb divisive and narrow parochialistic ten-
dencies and dissensions. The incidents in Sri
Lanka and its repurcussions constitute a warning
to those countries which fail to observe these

aspects.

. Itis our bounden duty to pay grateful homage
to those martyrs who gave up their precious lives
to attain freedom for the future generations to
enjoy the fruits of freedom with civil rights.

Let us take a pledge that we shall defend the

frecdom of the country at any cost which was
achieved by the brave martyrs known and unknown.

The manner in which the freedom §truggle \'was.
conducted; our culture to seek unity in diversity;
our glory of continuing 2 democratic form of
Government ; our path to progress through peace-

‘ful planned ways; these have heiped India carve a

special place and earn the respect among the comity
o?‘elfations. No one can deny that thereal strength

of India lies in the smooth progress of the people.

No country can progress without an aim and

 without ceaseless effort. We cannot forget the.
- fact that even after 37 years of independence and

the progress made in several fields, half the popu-
lation still lives below the poverty line. If we do
not lend a helping hand to the downtrodden or
expedite the work towards this goal, there will

. be no meaning to democracy.

Pandit Jawaharlala Nehru has aptly described
that a society which does not progress gets weaken-
ed. This weakness will pervade all spheres of
development. We have to isolate the obstacles
in the path of progress and growth. Only by

removing these can we ensure the enhancement ofa
country’s progress.

_ The biggest obstacles today are violence and
divise forces. The attempt to seek the path of
violence or to solve any problem and to treat
the interests of a particular region or a party as
greater than that of the country will only ultimately
ruin or destroy us. Let us create a great society
where there is no place for violence and separatist
tendencies. Let us give priority to the plans
which guarantee the welfare of the downtrodden.
We shall expedite the efforts to promote the unity
of society. We shall strengthen our country
through fulfilling these basic necessacites. If
our country is in a position to defend its strength
and unity, it will be a protection to those who are
displaced and long for protection. Recent events
testify this.

Any party or leader has a previlege to fight for
his rights justly. We should realize that no
leader, party or organization has the right to
destroy public property or indulge in killings to
meet his own end. These persons are anti-social
elements. Only those who do not harm others,
however great their ideals may be are considered
patriotic and protectors of society.

Only leaders with such ideals can usher in a
socialistic order. I hope that this independence
day will help infuse the aim and spirit in all of us to
ceaselessly make efforts to realize an egalitarian
society in India. It is also my desire.

Long live Indian independence!
Let our united efforts triumph !

Let our socialistic ideal triumph!
Long live Tamil; Long live Tamils!
Long live Bharat !

Long live Anna’s name.

Honounabte
Chieg Meosten
Thowu M.G.R.s

Fnclepemolence




New Ministers Sworn in

Four New minis;ers of the Tamil Nadu Cabinet were Sworn in
by Governor Thiru S. L. Khurana at Rajbhavan. (9-9-83)

Thiru R. Soundararajan,
Minister for Nutritious Meal Scheme.

g
S. M. Yusuf,
Minister for Irrigation

Thiru Y.

Thiru R. Arunachalam,

Minister for Rural Industries

Thiru K. Kalaimani,

Minister for Fisheries.

i i b,

Thiru A. . Amirthalingam,
Lead . of the opposition in the
Sri Lanka Parliament and the Secre-
tary-General of the Tamil United
Liberation Front arrived at Madras
on 13-8-'83.

Thiru Amirthalingam was given
a warm welcome on his arrival at
Meenambakkam.

Thiru K. Rajaram, Speaker of
the Tamilnadu Assembly, Thiru
R. M. Veerappan, Minister for
Information & Religious Endow-
ments, Thiru K. Raja Mohammed,
Minister for Irrigation, and Thiru
r. Ponnaiyan, Minister for Co-
operation, and Thiru Pulamai-
pithan, Deputy Chairman of the
Legislative Council were among
those present at the Air Port to

. recsive him.

Thiru Amit aingam  drove
straight from the airport to the
Chief Minister’s residence and had
an hour-long talk with him on the
problems of the Tamils of Sri
Lanka. He later returned to the
Chepauk guest house.

Later Thiru Amirthalingam left
for Delhi on 14-8-1983 to discuss
with the Prime Minister Tmt. Indira
Gandhi at her invitation.

Thiru Amirthalingam had a
90-minute meeting with  Prime
Minister Tmt. Indira Gandhi when
he appraised her of the problems
of the Tamils of Sri Lanka. The
External Affairs -Minister Thiru
P. V. Narasimha Rao was present
during the latter part of these dis-
cussions.

He also exchanged views with
the P.ime Minister’s foreign policy
adviser Thiru G. Parthasarathy,
Principal Secretary Thiru P. C. Al
exander and the Secretary in the
Ministry of External Affairs, Thiru
K. S. Bajpai for two ..ours before
he met the Prime Minister.

MIRTHALINGAM -

IN

INDIA




. Later in an interview with the
Press he stated :

*The Prime Minister Tmt.
Indira Gandhi’s intervention to
make the people aware of the senti-
ments of the Tamils of Sri Lanka,
had brought about an important
change in the political situation.
India is a big neighbouring country
of Sri Lanka. It has close cultural
affinities with Sri Lanka. The
minority Tamils are of Indian origin.
Therefore the efforts taken by India
to sec that the Tamils of Sri Lanka

et justice is correct. 1 thank the
Prime Minister of India for showing
extreme consideration in theproblem
of Tamils of Sri Lanka.”

Thiru Amirthalingam met the
Union Defence Minister Thiru R.
Venkataraman and other ministers,
leaders of opposition parties and

a series of discussions with

them.

On his return to Madras Thiru
Amirthalingam met the Press on
19-8-1983.

While addressing the Press
Thiru Amirthalingam said that he
cannot forget the concern expressed

6 by the people of Tamilnadu, the w

leaders of political parties, the media

elc., towards the problems of (he
Tamils in Sri Lanka.

. Thiru Amirthalingam said that
his talks with ‘the Prime Minister

on the Sri Lankan problem was
fruitful.

Under the auspices of the
Tamilnadu branch of the Common-
wealth Parliamentary Association a
meeting was held that evening,

. presided over by Thiru K. Rajaram,

Speaker of the State Legislature.

Thiru Amirthalingam related
h W the Tamil race was subjected to
told suffering and harassment

" ny decades by the Sri Lankan
“Goyernment.

[
0

‘International affairs is 2 emba-
rassing problem. The Indian Ptime
Minister who is a great diplomat
knows how to deal with it pragmati-
cally. Her diplomatic to approach
have made us confident. I hope
the people of Tamilnadu will act
unitedly to give their whole-hearted
_support.”” R s

Thiru M. P. Siva’gnanam Chair-

man, State Legislative Council pro-
posed. a vote of thanks.

Thiru Amirthalingam met. the
bereaved families of martyr Thiru

Kuttimani and the former speaker of

the State Legislature Thiru K. A.
Mathiazhagan J2ft for Trichy on 20th.
He met the Chief Minister Thiru
M. G. Ramachandran again and
gave him the details of his Delhi
trip. He also met Thiru K. A.P.

Viswanathan and other partyleaders. '

At a press conference at Tiruchi,
he said there was no need for India
to send its army to Sri Lanka a8
present. If violence is resorted
to . against the Tamils again we
have to request for military inter-
vension from India,”* he said.

A dinper was hosted to ’I'him‘

Amirthalingam on 22-8-83 by the
Honourable Speaker of the Legisla-
ture and the Honourable Chairman
of the Legislative Council.

Thiru Amirthalingam met Thiru
G. Parthasarathy special ermisary
of the Prime Minister Tmt. Indira
Gandhi to Sri Lanka at Madras on
25-8-'83 and discussed the problems
of the Tamils in Sri Lanka.

. . " ;

Thiru K. A. Mathiazhagan former Minister o
Tamil Nadu and former Speaker of the State
Legislature passed away at 9.45 A.M. on 17-8-%33.

of Thiru K. A. Krishn_aswamy,
Mini]:tr:rt?:: Rural Industries, Thiru Mathiazhagan
was admitted into the Royape(tah Hospital for
treatment of kidney failure.

His condition turned critical from 16-8-'83.
The Honourable Chief Minister paid a visit to the

hospital the same evening. He met Thiru K.A.

d made
naswamy and other docsors and
:flréfxll}ries of Thiru Mathiazhagan’s condition.

i thiazhagan passed away on 17-8-°83.

His 'll).gcliryuyai taken tgo his residence at Nungam-

bakkam to be kept for pl}bllc view. 2
The Honourable Chief Minister place
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wreath at 11.40 A.M. and paid his respects. The

Chief Minister consoled Tmt. Rajasundari and
the bereaved family. '

Honourable Ministers, Justices of the High
Court, leaders, of various political parties paid
their respects to the departed- leader.

Born in 1926, in Kaniyur, Coimbatore District
Thiru Mathiazhagan took his B.A. Degree from
the Annamalai University.. Even as a student he
participated in the Dravidian movement and was
in close touch with Periyar and Perarignar Anna
and entered public life.

Thiru Mathiazhagan leaves behind his wife,
three daughters and one son. Let us pay our
respects to the departed leader.
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Periyar’s good will was sought and

obtained.

How can one reconcile the
so called contradictions in Periyar’s

stand ?

What was Periyar—the great
_public figure — concerned with?
Was he in public life for personal
profit ? Was he after self appraise-

ment ? Was it the urge to perpe-

tuate one’s name that kept Periyar

in the thick of great public contro-
versies ?

Anpa, Kamaraj and Rajaji
knew, beyond an jota of doubt, that
Periyar has no axe to grind. As the
richest man of Erode and as the
third influential person of Coimba-
tore District, Periyar entered the
mainstream of public life. Great
was the cause to which he dedicated

PERIYAR - THE HARBINGER

OF TOTAL

REVOLUTION

. ‘There are all sorts of leaders.
Among them Mahatma Gandhi,
Jinnah and Periyar belong to a
special order. They are leaders for
their hfeterm. None can dislodge
thpm ? This was the verdict of the
wise man of Tamil-Nadu, it was
Perarignar Anpa who declared the
above verdict. The year was 1944;
the occassion was the provocative
attempt, by a few of Periyar’s follow-
ers., to snatch away the leadership of
the Justice Party from Thanthaj
Periyar E. V. Ramaswami.

Events, that followed over t
years, proved the correctness l:;“
Anna’s verdict. The real challenge
to Periyar’sauthoritycame only when
Anna severed his connection with
Periyar and formed a party of his
own. A battle royal went on for
eighteen long years. At last Anna
won a majority in the general elec-
tions of 1967, inspite of Periyar’s all-

out efforts, to bring back Congress
to power.

The wise- and great Anna,

even, at that hour of glorious'

victory, was intensly conscious of
the inspiration, illumination, and
training, they got in Periyar’s move-

10

N. D. SpN'DARAVADWELU
Eg-Vlce Chancellor,
University of Madras.

ment. Arignar Anna rushed wi

few colleagues all the way 10 Tlv::xtclii
rapallito take Ayya’s blessing; before
he assumed the high office of Chief
Ministership of the Madras State.

How did Periyar react to' the
magnanimous gesture of Anna ?
To quote Periyar’s own world, *he
felt shy like the old time bride.
He, however, responded spouta-
neously with equal magnanimity
Periyar stood by Anna.

This epoch-making event, is a
gras.e of history repeating itself.
hirteen years earlier, 28 similar
turningpointin history was recorded.

hen Kamaraj an avowed oppo-

fient Dravidar of Kazhagam was ele-

cted leader of the Con i

1 C gress Legisla-

}wa party in 1954, with a sig‘x?\:r

lger;s;agzxg l(tic tfougm the support of
2 e

mayar e got itin a full

Two years carlier, when Raigii
;ook the mantle of the Chicf Mixjx?::
ership of the Madras Presidency,

hlmself: E. V. Ramaswami realised
the seriousness of the struggle he
was joining. He knew that winning
political freedom could not be an
arm-chair affair;it could not be gain-
ned by leisure time activity. Realis-
ing that the movement for India’s
Independance needed the full time
and devoted services of thousaads.
of workers, he closed his prosperous
mundy and threw himself fully to
athe cuse of liberty.

E. V. Ramaswami, continued
to be an unalloyed selfiess public
worker, even after he left the con-
gress and formed the self respect’
movement. His public service con-

tinued to be totall fish,
throughout his life. v unselfi

E.V.Ramaswami,the m

, erchant
was aman of luxurious living, E. V.
Ramaswar_m, the congressman was a
totally different person. He be-
flaicntl:m‘hf' pelrsoniﬁcation of the

ctum  ‘simple  livi i

thinking ’ ple living and l.n,gh

., Time without number, persons
without number, received neces-
sary financial assistance from E.V.R.
both in the Congress and in the self'

tespect movement: Not only was
his personal expenses but also of
needy co-workers came from EV.R’.
private income. This continued
unabated for many years.

In the year 1940, the Governo”

of Madras and the Governo®
General of India, in turn, invited

Periyar to take up the reins of the -

Prime Ministership (now Chief
Ministership) of Madras Presidency.
Even Rajaji volunteered to extend
his co-operation to Periyar if he
accepted the Prime Ministership.
Periyar did not yield to the tempta-
tion. Once again, similar invitations
came from the same dignitaries,
with the same result in 1942.

It was because, the three leaders

" mentioned above, knew that Periyar

stood for certain basic principles

- and ideals and not for personal gains

ersonal equations would

;’;23 gf)é::tphis public attitude that
they were wise ;nough to seek
Periyar’s cooperation and support.
Periyar's  spontancous res}onse
proved that they were totally in the
right.

' iyar stood and waged a re-
lentlfs::;r )l’ife Jong war for liberty,
liberty not only n form but also in
content and spirit. If o prize were
to be instituted for ,bglldmg up tgxe
congress movement 10 Tamiipadu,
the first prize would go to :
Ramaswami, was the valuation o
h.s contemporary, Thru V. Kalyana-
sundaram.

eriyar, freedom meant nat
cnly'lz‘l)u;P cthge of rulers but also
of the attitude and approach of the
rulers towards the mled. The dilly
dallying of the issue of acceptanceé
in principle of communal representa-
tion and the final refusal even to
discuss this matter made P;:yar
fee] that thefruits of indepen d’t\cet
will be cornered by the few an : not
be made available tc the people 8
Jarge. As he did not want to
strengthen 2 movement, whichm his
opinion, would not s'gand for opportu—
nities for all, he quit the congrss,
which he built ir Tamilnada Dby

" his great sacrifice.

Equality is denied to the leatn-
ing millions of our people. In the
name of religion, Hindus have been
divided into unapproachable, un-
touchable wneducable castes. Both
in the Congress and for about half a
century, from other forms, Periyar
campaigned vigorously against thg
caste system. He advocated an
encouraged inter caste marrage.

The edifice of caste system has yet
1o crumble down but the gaping
cracks are innumegable.

Year after year, inter caste
marr.ages a1¢ incre2stng in nunber.
This fossilised system decprooted
in our lustory, has stzrted crurmbling,
thanks to the tireless and undaunted

crusade of Periyar.

Fraternity will not be pcssxble
as long as each group continue to
live and dinewith and marry among
its own caste. Fraternity cannot
thrive so long as there are millions
_of poor, low paid workers, with
thousands of peaks of richness.
Periyar, fought not only for a caste-
less society but also for a classless
society. Yo these two great causes,
Periyar sacrificed his all-thought,
time, energy and wealth.

None has championed the cause
of equality between man and women
as Periyar did.  The greateful
women of Tamilnadu, assembling
in a state conference, called him

Periyar the, great.

Thanthai Periyar Ramaswami
was indeed great in all respects.
He stood head and shoulders above
other leaders, by his ceaseless acti-
vities, including intensive and fre-
quent tours, even at the age of
ninety five. His thoughts were crys-
tal clear and fresh as the spring
waters of the Himalayas. His
thoughts were far ahead of his time.
They covered every aspect ol human
living. They still till the soil—
hard soil—for a czsteless and class-
level future, when woman would
enjoy equal rights with men.

As Arignar Anna had epitomised
¢ Periyar had put centuries into
capsules’.

"May Periyar’s progressive
thoughts, intellectual honesty, per-
sonal integrity, great concern for
public weal, spirit of sacrifice, simphi-
city, politeness and self effacement
permeate our society and usher in
the new order for which he struggied
for over sixty years.

H
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Dr. V. C. KULANDAISWAMY
Vies-Chancellor, Anna University Madrus. -

He is a creative genius of woﬁd order,
born to become a Shelly ora Shaw, but
drawn into ‘a life of revolt against social
injustices, rejection of outworn traditions,
and negation of many faiths and beliefs.
In whatever he did, however, the creator
in him dominated, and consequently in
every area of his interest, he left behind
8 new order, a new system and an inde-

lible mark of his natural predilections-and
potential for creative contribution,

To the poiitics of Tamil Nadu, he gave
a new sense of sophistication and refine-
ment; to the Tamil stage and film, a new

theme and style; to journalism, a new’

.. lapguage and method of expression; to the

party system, a message of development
and encouragement of leadership; to the
art of speakmg a new style; and above

all to the Tamnl language 2 new famm,
new life and new vigour,

The world of art and literature thai he

left behind was vastly different, infinitely

richer than-ihe one he inherited. The Tamil

that we hear from our political platforms, |

literary fcrums and discussion groups is

the Tamil of his making. The style we ses "

in the contributions of our scholars, writers

‘and reporters is the style that bears én'

ir?dclible. mark, of his moulding and shaping.
In short, the Tamil that wae write and the
Tamil that we hear from platforms, stages

and scteens is the Tamil that bears very -

distinguishably the mark of Anna.  Bven
those who rejected his political policies
and . social philosophies have accepted

his method of writing and speaking and
manner of conducting himse!f.

Anna was an artist of global dimensions
. »
and a creator of a calibre that makes

enduring contributions to humanity as a-

class.

wide seoas and the wings to fly in the

vast skies. But the mission that drew him

and the goal he set for himself, chained

hnr'n to the earth. A genius born for the
wide world, confined its contribution to

- the boundaries of its land of birth-a loss

1o humanity in general, but a gam, a great

92in 10 the Tamil language and the Tamil
race.

1t was Valluvar whg said that the
greatness of a person must be judged by

He had the sails to move in the .

what he or she leaves behind. n the
case of a leader, political, social or religi-
ous; his/her greatness must also be judged
by the kind of the first and second line
of leadership that is developed and left
behind. In this regard, Anna comes next
only to Gandhi in the manner in which
he moulded and shaped everyone according
to one’s talent and potential. The party
he belonged to, the philosophy he
advocated and the reforms he sought to
bring about did not, in the early stages
of his career. attract the traditional ciass
of intellectuals, The followers were drawn
from the masses and from among the
radicalg and the less affluent of the
students. From the modést potential that
was available, he by his magnanimous
encouragement liberal ?pprcmanon and
discriminating guidance, d,eveloped leaders,
who to-day dominate the scene in every
political party: in Tamil. Nadu.

Anna stood, sure at the base, and
soaring high at the top. He never feared a
threat to his leadership, or a challenge to
his eminence, for he was always prepared
to transfor both of them to the deserving
among his disciples, very willingly and

" gladly. On every occasion, he invited them

to ease his burdens either by sharing them

as equals or by taking over the mantle. He .

encouraged liberally the emerging talent;
acknowledged unreservedly the established

ones; introduced to the world veluntarily
many names that remained unknown, many
faces that were unseen, but deserved
recognition; and brought them into the
glare of recognition and reputation. The
political party they belonged to, the con~
victions they worked for, and the contro-
versies of the day-to-day struggle, did not
very much influence his decision and
judgemant in this regard. The fragrance of
blossoming flower in whichever compound,
and in whatever ctime, found in him a
spontaneous bard to sing its glory.

Al through his life, he campaigned
against certain vested interests; fought for
certain new order; increasingly and
incessantly he strove to bring down or
break to pieces many acitadel of privileges
and patronages and succeeded in them;
but all without leaving a trail of bitternass
or trace of enmity. He introduced into the
world of politics a new culture; into the
platform of controversy a new order and-

into public life in general a new dimension

of understanding and where possible
appreciating the ‘other view’, even if it be
an ‘opposite view’.

He was among the writers, a patron;
among the, politicians a saint; among his
partymen the brother, and to his country-
men and women in general ‘Anna’, tha,

beloved.



,As one who has read Thiru. Vi..
Ka.’s works from boyhood (i.e.
from 1937) and as one who has
closely watched him personally dur-
ing the last decade of his life (i.e.
1943-53) the dominant element that
overwhelms me about his lifc and
thought is the thrill that one gets
about hus selfiess nature, This
dominating element has adorned his
life and thought all through.

Thiru. Vi. Ka,, by nature a very
sensitive, serious and daring person
was early influenced by the Indian
national upheaval that took roots in
the early years of this century. He
was intimately acquainted ~ with
Balgangadara  Tilak, V.0, Chidam-
baram Pillai and Subramanija
Bharathi who were his close political
contemporaries. Later he was a
follower of Mahatma Gandhi and
found in him the quintesence of
Tamil culture (which is broadly
speaking part of Indian \culture)
His association 'with the great
theosophist Annie Besant (1847—
1933) founder of Home rule move-
ment and Thiru B. P. Wadia a co-
founder of the labour movement in
Tamilnadu brought him into the
grips with the political, economic,
social and cultural movements, Be-
cause of this background he first
resigned his clerk’s poet in the

o

_‘“\\'\—

ot Dr.

Spencer’s Company and later hi
head Tamll‘pandit'z post in Weslle‘;(S
College which was-a coveted posi-
tion m those days. Further this
daring venture of Thiru. Vi. Ka
clearly establishes his urge for service
In a wider area for the sake of poli-
tnca}, economic and social emanci-
pation of his countrymen.

As mentioned earlier Thiru. Vi
Ka, ‘bad certain opportunities of
acquiniing himself with -All-Indja
leaders of great name and fame
becausg of his sincerity and volun-
tary nature of service. One such
was his meeting with Mahatma
Gandhi which proved to be a turning
point. He translated Mahatma’s
speeches in the labour meetings with
which he was very popular, And it
is recorded by Thiru. Vi. Ka. him-
self and eminent disciples of him
like Kalki that Mahatma Gandhi
used to femember and call him
always as ‘Mr. Translator., But

N.SANJEEVY

' il
Head ,Department of :{amof
Literature, University

Madras.

Thiru.ViKa. was not a mere
translator of Mahatma Gandhi’s
words *alqne but was a real trans-.
lator of his principles into practice.
If there is anyone in the history of
Tamilnadu who introduced and
established  the personality of
Mahatma Gandhi in the minds of
Tamil people in a classical idiom
both in writing and speaking it could
be no one other than Thiru'Vi.Ka.
So also if someone is to be identified
as a close follower of Mahatma
Gandhi in day-to-day life, thought
and service ‘well known in public
life, it could not be anyg:)dy else
than Thiru.Vi.Ka. He never suc-
cumbed 1o the temptation of accept-
ing any gift worthy of its name even
from his ardent admirers for his

personal pleasure or gain. He lived

~ nence ini political life and p

[

of his own scholarly writings which

were all of serious stuff and hence

sold slowly unlike fictions or text
books or notes for them. But he
drew all his satisfaction by his own
fullness of heart and soul and by
the enlightened appreciation of the
elite and admiration of the learned
and labour as well. In fact some
of his slender first editions which
were only essays of a few pages got
enlarged into fairly big volumes as
the number of editions grew. This
was a result of his continuous intros-
‘pective, retrospective and prospec-
tive thinking. It was also symbolic
of his never diminishing character
of not only sound and subtle think-
ing but of self-improvement caused
by deep reflections and dynamic
reform, Self-thinking and Self -
improvement were synonymous with
Thiru. Vi. Ka. from the beginning
to the end. And Thiru.ViKa. al-
ways kept the best balance between
quantity and -‘quality. He was
never verbose or superfluous.

_ Surely the inborn qualities of
sincerity, seriousness and self-less
service that compelled him to In-
volve himself in a case against his
Tamil teacher, Kadiraivelpillai of
Jaffna, and thereby 'dis_abled_himself
to appegr for the matriculation exa-
minarion, Again those were the
qualities that pushed him into promi-

him out from active party-politics.
In 1925 he became the pivotal point
for a historic rift between pro-

all his life with the meagre income

promise than conflict. j
ed key point that should be borne in

Congress non-brahmins and anti-
congress non-brahmins in a provin-
cial political conference held at
anchipuram. He was agamst
cliques and wire-pullings amongst
congressmen for group victories
and self-aggrandisement. In other
words, he was not clever and cun-
ning to establish his personal
leadership in the congress party.
Hence he was preferred to be more a
friend, philosopher and guide to
nationalist movement in Tamilnadu

a power-monger. He was
alergic to ‘adjustments’ at the cost
of public morality. Further he
never desired to develop groupism
for the sake of temporary political
leadership. As a result he is more
honoured and respected for his last-
ing contribution to healthy nationa-
lism and superb literary creations
‘than dny other political leader of his
times. Even periyar and Rajaji
are not acceptable more than
Thire.Vi.Ka. to a majority of people
because the latter was more for com-
It is this

mind to understand the excellence
of Thiru. Vi. Ka. who was really a
thrill when he lived and when he is

no more, because he possessed and

practised the genius that unified the

old and new, the gray and the green,
the men and the women, the capital

| and the labour the pan-Indian natio-

nalism and linguistic seperatism,

| the orthodox and the modern, the
' male chauvinist and the female

sufferer the revolutionary and the

3 moderate and last but not the least
the Gandhian and

the Marxist.
Thus he was a ‘multi coloured dome’
or ‘multi-personality picture”

Thiru. Vi. Ka. was both a
visonary and missionary. As a
result he spoke to speli-bound audi-
ance labour or learned, wrote to
scholars and critics, served the poor
and down-trodden and suffered be-
cause of refusal to be slaved by the
well-to-do. He was one who
clearly saw and carefully avoided
the onslaught of money over morals.
He served the cause of Tamil and -
Tamils by his writings in prose and
poetry through book and journals
in such a style that totally reflects
his style of thought and life itself
that even his political writings are
of permanent value for all times.
It is interesting to remember that
his writings like that of Subramania
Bharathi were of such prophetic
nature that as Bharathi was quoted
to raise patriotic emotions during
the Chinese attacks on our borders
Thiru. Vi. Ka. was quoted for the
probagation of current noon-meals
programme for under-nourished
children.

Thiru. Vi. Ka. by his speeches
and writings and more than that
by his services. and sac.ifices has
contributed nct merely for a tempo-
rary social-change but for cherish-
ing and nourishing great human
values that will be needed evenin a
society that has seen political and
even economic emancipation. As
such he has given net only a new
style to the language that he spolke-
crispness and clarity but a new style
to all the people of the world to
comprehend all that is good coming
from anywhere and everywhere and,
practice as they preach. In fine
he is a Tamil by his language but a
man amongst men.
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One may be a great orator, but
a poor writer. One may be a great
writer, but he will wremble on the
platform. Anna was a rare excep-
tion. He spoke and wrote with the
same perfeciion and excellence, one
trying to get the better of the other.

. Anna took great pride in call-
ing himself a journalist. He was a
great journalist, a famous author, a
superb novelist and great playwright.

.. Anma’s voracions reading and
keen observation of life provided

him with background material for
his wriling. ’

He had made very good use
of the Connemara university,
the British Council and the USIS
libraries, Discussions with digni-
taries, College
workers and journalists gave him
further food for thought. On fon
train journeys he used to take fots
of books along with him. He lite-
rally burnt midnight candles. He
read and wrote for hours together.
The sheets got filled rapidly, neatly
with his inimitable round hand,
without any erasures. A chance

remark, a good quotation, a little Th

incident, was enough to fire his
imagination. He had a retentive

o

students, party R

memory which tape-recorded an as-
tonishing amount of matter. Any
place was enough for him. He
did not need a-posh hotel in Banga-
lore to get ‘mood’. He coined
words with rapid succession. Week
afier week, for oaver twentyfive
years he contributed rich, valuable

matter to his weeklies, ‘Dravida
Nadu’ and ‘Kanchi’.

He was a great writer in both
Tamil and English.

He had a great mastery over
Tamil. He distilled the essence
of Sangam literature in his writings.
His interpretations of some Kural
stanzas were strikingly fresh and
original. He was very fond of
poetry. He was thorough in his-
tory. References 10 English, Greek

oman, F_rencp, American and,
Russian bistories abound in his

g Writings. The Buddha, the Siddars,

Bradlaugh and Ingersoll have ail
left_thexr.lmprints. He had made
an intensive stud

. of Shivaji
other historical heyroes,\ tvaji and

In' poliiics,
all the thy he had mastered

he thmke;s from Plato to Laski.
¢ economist

and Dalton fi

He had produced
of all the

1 fine pen-portaits
prominent personalities

A. P. JANARTHANAM,

of the present century from Lenin
to Kennedy.

Anna diluted serious political
thoughts with sweet humour and
gave them in a breezy, easy style.
He had made hard facts and dry
statistics very palatable through
his sweet, mellow presentation.
Tamil classics, which slept in the
holds of Pulavars, were brought to
the masses. Anna turned the hard

nuts of Tamil literature into sweet
chocolates.

In 1934, when Anna entered
Tamil journalism, great writers like
Thiru T. S. Chockalingam, Thiru
Pudumai Pithan, Thiru R. Krishna-
-murthi (Kalki) and Va.Ra. held the
field, Anna became popular soan.

Anna became the editor of
‘Viduthalai’ in 1937, He went
through the Madras dailies which
arrived by the Mails very rapidly.
At once he wrote a brilliant edito-
rial to ‘Viduthalai’ running into
four to five columns. They were
worthy gems in Tamil journalism.
Anna’s serial articles on the Tamil
Music Movement were master -
peices depicting the glory of the

ancient Tamils. Anna’s editorials ,

on the untimely demise of Sir. A.T.
Pannerselvam ~ with  the' dis-

arance of the plane ‘Hannibal
?}:pﬁe gulf of Oman, x’nove'd thel
readers to tears. Anna‘s egh&onas
“The Ripon Building Worthies w?
so excellent that Periyar very warm ey
congratulated. Anna for the same.

Anna started his own wpe_kly
“Dravidanady’ in 1942. 1 vividly
remember those days when every
week | read aloud the contents ‘ii'rogt;
cover to cover 10 many frien de !
Vellore. His leading artlcles’ unan
the pen names ‘Bl'larathzg,n}masi_
‘Sowmiyan’, his senal§,.h1s :
nary conversations, vivid def:l:;“ ;p&
tion of the valour of the l'ce
troops, expost ion of the Justi e
party’s stand, clarion call to young

ivi cipti f Dravidian
. ters, vivid descriptions ol Lravic
tr;:!’e, literature and civilisation,

all had a great effect on the readers.

His captivating headings like ‘An’
' A:lsi~Drg.vida’s Wedding in Dikshi-

thar’'s Home' (about a party con-
f?;nce in Chidambaram), Cripps I

- Kishkinda (about the Cripps:: gn_lr's;-
ion) “Amery’s Akbar Pooja, e

ing sparrow’’, “The Bat’s
ggreﬂzcvl:f,n%m l:::u:ellant allegory on
Thiru Vi. Ka) “Washing Mou.t’l’t
with Tiger's Milk”, “JusticeJanaki™,
etc., still ring in our ears.

He encouraged young students,
to write.

Anna’s ““‘Home Rule” attracted

the intelligentsia. His “Dear

‘Brother’ letters and ‘Cuckoo _club’

orable. A coll.ectiqr‘l of
:;teiclgen:mdcr the heading ‘‘Post
Office Socialism”™ was published.

The Rajya Sabha proceedings pre-.

serve Anna’s fine speeches  for
posterity.

Anna is a great playw_right and
actor. Kalki, the great writer comp-
pa.red him to w, Ibsen and,

- Galsowrthy. *Chandrodayam’ was

i rama. As hero Durairaj
ll:em Eg:ddso well that once Thiru
T. Shanmugam, an ciderly leader
béga.n crying that “*Anna should not
die.”"! _ .

S d
His “Shivaji” later ~ name

«Chandra Mohan™ was 2 g!-::dt

historical drama. Periyar prai

. Thiru. Ganesan’s role of Shivaji

rred the title «Shivaji”
3::4 hci(x)nn.fe Anpa in the role of

Kakabatta excelled all..

a’s “Velaikkari” and “One
Nigh,:""m(literally written within 2
night) were staged for many months
in Tanjore by Nadippisal Pulavar
K. R. Ramaswami’s troupe. Kalai-
vanar N. S. Krishnan went into
raptures over Annas dialogues.
They were 'subsequc_t}}ly filmed.
Anna’s “Nallathambi” bled for the
poor. Both N. S. Krishnan and
Tmt. Bhanumathi rendered ’full.
justice to their roles. Annas -
‘Rapgoon Radha’ was also filmed.
“In Sorga Vasal” Anna exposed the
hollow pretensions of hypocritic
priests. Anna's (Neethi ~ Devan.

Mayakkam) (The Dilemma of the

God of Justice) is a great master-
piece of literary - debate. Anna,
maintained that political and socia
dramas and films are powerfull
media. In largely iltiterate coun-
tries great campalgns can be con-
ducted very effectively through
Drama. He maintained a dramatic
troupe himself. His leading lieute-
nants were encouraged to take part
in dramas. The political themes
figured in dramas, cultural hits,
dance-dramas and films. All ttu’s
had been possible through Anna’s
writings and effortsy He secured
respect for the acto¥s in society.
His dialogues becamnge the model for

- many playwrights.

Anna coined fine slogans for
posters during election times. Just
in two lines, they were concentrated

titical nuggets, readily assimilated
by the electors. Anna’s appeal to
the voters both in English and
Tamil was warked for maturity
and politicakwisdom. :

in short, ‘Z“K_nna’s writings are
rich in variety. ¢His inimitable style
has become the hall-mark of a
modern Tamil. Thiru Vi. Kalyana

Sundaram was once the father of
Tamil politica prose. Anna ‘had
sarpassed him. Anna’s Writings.
entused the youth, fired their imagi
nation, galvanised them to action.

In short, to the great Tamil
people, Anna is Rouseau, Voltaire,
Thomas Paine, Bernard Shaw and
Ingersoll, all put in one. His.
followers are easily the best Tamil
writers. Easily he is the greatest
writer that the Dravidian movement
has produced.
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* Gods are complacent
women are vcncrate'd’? runs an‘lw }33
saying and there is no_reason why
Goql‘should’ not be pleased with our
ancient India.  The world comprises
of-both sexes. No man means there
18 no woman and there can be no
man too without a woman' Ouyr
forefathers had fully realised the
importance of woman not only in
the development and propagation
of the human race but also in the
betterment of social cconomy of the
worlds. This is lwell brought out in
our Sangam literature. It shows
how our women were he!d in high worsguitnut‘ﬁ‘i‘s aG%rdaldu::af‘l:gn 8fc or
esteem and weré treated with honour women was bro yht aboot ol\:r
ﬁ?n;i;@'%‘:s ;sr “;f_f:a-ﬂ_ted of any foreign invasion. "llghe ma.nyu histo):

N e-historic wom 1
human. . The pre-histord “spectzg rical events that took place cenwury

. after cent i i
and admired that the most beautiful p(:triﬁcatio‘;\ryinmu,‘,:l ‘Zol?;()!' ::“;‘;g
aspects of Nature such as dawn, place of evolution. It is quite

- the rivers, the earth were all deified. natural that in any culture subjected
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to external stress, the traditions and
rituals become progressively
narrower and women are the ulti-
mater sufferers. By the end of the
17th century there were already 3,000
sub-castes into which the society
had been divided. Many evils like
Sa‘i, child marriages etc., crept in.
The misery of widows was beyond
expression. Thus the woman of
India found the walls of their social
laws closing around them.

_ Men and women began to
think seriously of the remedial
measures. Many reformers like:
Raja Ram Mohan Roy and others
rose to the occasion and brought

“about number of legislations ban-

ning ‘Sati, child marriage and other
evils as early as 1829 itself. With
all these legislations the women
continued to suffer and there was
no improvement in their status.
Why this sad state 7 Well it was
Thiru. Vi. Ka. who made the world
realize the real nature of the problem
of “Emancipation of Women.” He
told that no amount of legislation
can bring about any Emancipation
unless and until the man's and the
Woman's mind changes.

. Born in the year 1883, in a small
village Thullal, near Chingleput,
Thnr_\'{ V. Kalyanasundaranar, more
fami'iarly known as Thiru.Vi.Ka.is
onc of the greatest reformers of our

e
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time. He is a revolutimist because
he attempted at revolutionising the
minds of men and women through

WD WOMEN'S
EMANCIPATION

his wri'ings and speeches by bring-
ing out his concept of  creation.
And as he himself has stated in
‘tys book “‘Pennin Perumai” or
*“ Vazhkai Thunai” he did succeed
in his attempt. Thiru Vi-Ka had
not headed any agitations or meet-
ings for the emancipation of women
as he had organised and headed

liberation for the bonded women.

" ‘born with the high purpose of bring-

- explicitly and thus appeal to the

"Few more quotations from his
writings are given here under to
illustrate how Thiru. Vi. Ka attached
utmost importance to the moral
revolution in order 10 bring about

the desired emancipation.

«“ Oh men! Your greatness is
linked with women. It is woman
who gave birth to you. It is woman
who brings you up. It is woman
who lives with you. _Show due
respect to woman. Give her full
. freedom. Show her duc regard.
ulabour unions. But still he 18 ther, treat woman with regard an
greatest emancipator of women. . cnect is civilization treating her
According to him the emancipation o yelly with restrictions in the most
lies in two factors. Firstit shou bej hyman manner is barbarism.
understood that the women§ Status Thus Thiru. Vi. Ka tries to enlightun
in society is not merely a.s_ocxil man about the need for women's
problem but it i also individual o ancipation.
something personal at the sametlmc&
unlike the labour problems an

_therefore reformation can’t be

war was fought. To keep woman
happy is the duty of man. One who
can’t keep her happy is not a man at

all. One can even sacrifice one’s

Jife to emancipate her. Man is

born only to safeguard her honour.
Without woman where is the world ?

“Where is life? Where is love and

affection ? Where is God? Every-
thing is because of woman. Every-
thing is in woman. Show due re-
gard and honour that all important
woman—the mother—the Goddess.
Let womanhood prevail everywhere.
Let motherhood prevail everywhere.

d Long live Godliness.

Thus throughout his book
titled *“Pennin Pecumai” or **Vazhkai
Thunai’’ Thiru-Vi-Ka agitates for
the emancipation of woman by
appealing to the hearts of men for
their rectification in order to realise
the goal. Not only this single
volume but all his writings and

achieved overnight by agitations and «Woman’s welfare is your wel- speeches contain somewhere or other
representations. And that 15 thi fare, your country’s welfare, where the greatness of women and men’s
’

rcason why he had not agitated fo woman is unbappy, the country is duties towards them. As is admitt-

this important cause which he ha

oor. It is a slave country. It will ed by him his services have not

all along cherished so dearly in his f,“m off. It will decompose and certainly gone unrewarded.

hea-t as is clearly seen in all his destroy. How for the sake of one
wri ings, lectures and other Works womax); Sri Raman toiled! How he

Thiru. Vi. Kz says that he loved

rl Ings, iched, he could have orga- A w he fought! For the to be born since birth is an opportu-
;I;{i sed € umber of -meetings for 5“5:”(3: o;? woman g?he Bharath Nity to serve the human race. His

women’s liberation and succeeded sa
in bringing out some more legisia-
tions. Bat he knew fully well that
unless the man rezlises his 11mits
and helps in beautifying the exis-
tence on earth no amount of exter-
nal stress can bring about any

Thus he believed that the real re-
forma: ion should start at home first.
The man should learn to treat his
wife with honour and dignity instead
keeping her a slave to satisfy his
animal pleasure and other comforts,
he told. The object of women in
god’s creation is something supertor
and nobler the man should under-
stand, he felt.

~

Secondly the woman should
not also consider herself mere object
of lust. She should know that she 18

ing out eligible souls into this worl‘d
bygliving natural life and help God’s
work of continuance of mankind

How Thiru.Vi.Ka. adored the
womanhood can be seen IR his
writings. The one on ‘Pennid
Perumai’ or ‘‘Vazhkai Thunal
bringing out these feelings of his

minds of the readers to rectify -
themselves, so as to enable their
women attain their honqu;ed place
in society.

service mindedness is brough out in
the following lines of his. *‘As birth
is an opportunity for service minded
people, 1 love to be born in this
world so that I can lead a useful
life serving the cause of humanity
in general and women in particular.
How can I repay my parents for
having given me this opportunity.”
1
« Is there anything greater than
service 2" he wonders ‘I don’t
think so. Service is my life—my
wealth—my beloved—my religion—
Everything—Everything—Let what
be the consequences. I am not
bothered. My duty is to serve.
I want birth to serve humanity irres-
pective of their caste, creed-religion.”
says Thirn. Vi.Ka., the greatest re-
formist of the 20th century. These
words bear witness to his service
mindedness and devotion to selfless
service. Every birth should have
an aim in life.” Only then it achieves
greatness.  Purposeless Jife is a
waste. No doubt, Thnr\!.y:.l(a.
lived a great life by his untiring ser-
vices to the cause of women and to
improve the lots of the poor labour
section. The womanhood espe-
cially is deeply indepted to Thiru. Vi.
Ka for his services in the field of
emancipation.

Long live Thiru.Vi.Ka’s name.
2



.. .. The Government have a respon-
sibility to ensure the availab.lity
of essential commodities at fair and
reasonable prices to the public.
When the monsoon rains fail, food
production is affected resulting in
increase in the price of rice in the
open market and consequently the
ppbhc, particalarly, the weaker sec-
tions ‘of the society are very much
affected. It is quite necessary to
supply essential commodities to them
in such a context. The Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu being aware of
this, is having a well knit system of
gtrlbhc distribution and adopt a
ocurement lic imi
procurement. pofiey o maximise

During the year 1980, d
i , due to
failure of monsoon rains, the situa-

tion - ompelled the Government to

resort to levy to procure necessary
stock for meeting the rquirements
of public disttibution system. The
Government have imposed 40-/. levyl
on the traders in paddy and rice.
The requizement of rice under public
distribution system ircreased sub-
stantially. With a view to create
gdequate buffer stock, the Govt.
increased the traders’ levy from 40-/.

_ to 50¢/. from 1981 Kuruvai season.

The Government have procured
1.251akh tonnes of rice durix?g Samga
81 season and 1.58 lakh tonnes of
rice during Kuruvai 81 season.

‘ There was drought situation in
severa_l districts in the State due to
the failure of monssoon rains in the
year 1982. This has resulted in

increase in the demand for rice in

the fair price shops.

Even in such a drou i
) ght situa-
tion, the Govt. have procured 4.10

lakh tonnes of rice duri
akh to uring samba §2

During ‘82, due to t i
of South West monsoon, ltl;e{:ﬂ\:gz
no adequate flow of water into the
Mettur Reservoir and consequently
the Kuruvai cultivation in the dita
dxstnc}s of Thanjavur, South Arcot
and Tiruch'rapalli was affected. As
against a total extent of 4.25 lakh
acres_under kuruvai cultivation in
Thanjavur district, the actual culti-
vation was only in 3.02 lakh acres
Inspite of that difficult situation,
special efforts were taken and a
quanity of 2.46 tonnes of paddy were
procured in Thanjavur  district.
During 1982 kuruvai season, a total
quanity of 2.61 lakh tonnes of paddy

i

were procured in the whole State..

. During that year, South West mon-~

soon and North East monssoont also
failed. This has seriously affected
the sroduction in the -tradi-
tion;’l??dgm?plus districts of North
Arcot and South Arcot districts.
Due to .inadequate flow of water
from the Mettur feservoir, in Than-
javur district to 23 certain extent
samba paddy crop and to a large,
extent thalady crop. paddy were
affected. When several  districts
were under the grip of severe drought
conditions in the State, the dpmgnd
for rice under the public distribution
system +noreased substantially. It
therefore, became necessary for the
Government to procufre adequate
stock of rice to continue the public
distribution system, They  have
therefore decided tofresg;t to ?ggo-

oly procurement of paddy 1n n-
J;:wgr? Tiruchirapalli, Kulntl}a]n,
Musiri and Lalgudi tauks In Tiru-
chirapalli dist:ict, Chidambaram

and Ka'tumannarkoil _talulés. in .
South Arcot district.  With a view ~

to enthuse the ryots to sell their paddy
to.the Govt. the Government have
ordered the payment of a drought
allowance of Rs.15/- per .quintal
over and above the procurement

price.

The Government of lqdia did
not make any allotment of tice frcm
the Central Pool from June
Even in such a situation, from June

82 to February 83 6.68 lakh tonres,

of rice was supplisd to the cardhol-

ders through fair price shops. Be-

sides lecal procurement 1n the State, 7
the T.N:C.S.C. has purchased rice

in the open market from other Statcs

_is being continued. There are at
present fair price shops in the rural
areas and they supply essential com-
modiaties to 84.72 lakh cardholders.
Besides rice, sugar, wheat and Ker-
osene, other essential commodities
like dhals, chillies and edible oil

.are also supplied through these fair
price shops., the Govt. is spending
about 4 crores of rupees every year
on this scheme.

In the urban areas 2002 shops
are functioning. On the whole
under the public distribution system
there are 17,844 shops in the State.

Some complaints of irregula-
ritiesin the fair price shops and the
pon supply of essential commo-
dities to the public received were
bythe Govt. With a view to
prevent them and also to ensure
the regular supply of essential
commaodities to the cardholders,-
advisory committees have been for-
med in talpk/district level. Besides

have so far purchased them, vigilance committees have

-?Ls‘%,ggg :gﬁies of rice. 1’; is ceria- NOW becn set up for every fair price
inly  creditable achievemert of the shop associating officials and non

Govt. to have contained the open officials in theﬁCommlttee._ It has

market prices at reasonable levels, ,:pegn_d_xrectedt at the essential com-

in u serious drought situation by modities brought to the fair price

maintaining supply of rice under shop can-be issued only after it has

public distiibution system to the been inspected by one of them;mber's
cardholders without any break. of the vigilance committee. =By this

arrangement, the receiptof the esset=

tial_commodities which are sent to

- the fair price shops for supply to the

[t is the policy of the Govt. that cardholders is got ensured.

the essential eommodi‘ies whish
are supplied to the cardholders in
the urban areas should be made
available to the rural folk also. The
Govt. implemented a scheme in the
year 1977 to open fair price shop in
every revenue village and that scheme

Public Distributicn:

Rice is supplied to the cardhol-
ders through fair price shops at
prices cheaper than the open market
price. Common _rice is sold at Rs.
1.75 per kg. fine rice is solf at Rs.2/-
per kg. and superfine ice ar Rs.2.15
per kg. Though the Govt. of India
have increased the procurement .
price of paddy, the Gov:. of Tam.l
e Nadu have not increased the price
w of rice havirg in view the public in-
erest and on account of this, the
e, GoOVt. have to bear crores of rupees

towards subsidy.

Sy By T

YA Wtk .
Ewel o ogal

T e
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There were representations that
§ there are large crowds in the fair
p:ice shops and the public are incon-
§ verienced. In order to avert such
¥ . situation, in Madras city, as apilot
$ measure, staggering system of supply
of essential commodities to family
. L % cardholders has been introduced
LT = from April °83. Under this scheme,
' “¥® (he cardholder has to go to_the fair

price shop on the day assigned to
% him. Under this method, the card-
~ holder is able to get all the commo-
. dities at a time and he need not go
3 {0 the fair price shop every tiqe for
E every commodity. The Puplic bhave
ﬁ very much welcomed the scheme.
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__The Police department of Tamilnad '
5; hfamo_ns Jike the Scotland yard Police forcc‘.l
: ¢ Tamilnadu Police department has a number
of achievements to its credit and stands as a
model for other States. On' the Honourable

Chief Minister’s advice that the police persos
the police !
ishou‘gd_ 1ll(ec:p themselves fit and‘heil(:hy bge;oagg:!
lfcfli oe" 5 ‘lt'lh: personnel under the supervision of
Police ru SriPal, Commissioner. Deput
:Commissioner Thiru M. Balachandran g
_Assistant Commissioner Thiruz Sundara Vnradl;‘?::

74
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a t'. . I3 - N
gx; ai: %e drill and other exercises at the Marina
iru Sri Pal, gave away prizes to the compe-
tetors who were adjudged the best on 12-8-'11;;.
Recalling ‘the various measures provided to the

. -
T

\ ,
L
e

P

employees of the police department like housing

facilities, making cotpmoditfez avai?:l}llek :tgggsa;%

Esmis?;;d‘c? facilities etc., under the direct

Supen StiPa(odtpc Honourable Chief Minister

Thiru S advised the personnel to strive to do
: earn the goodwill of the public.

Anna was born to educate the illiterate,
To enlighten also the idle literate;
He toiled and toiled ail day and night

And shed unto their minds the supreme light;
The depressed masses relied on Anna

And the toiling millions worshipped him;

No leader had ever so great an influence
Despite possession of tempting affivence;
Anna was born not with a spoon of silver

Yet with a mightier means-the tongue of silver;
Millions of audience were taken captive

By his power of oration so attractive;

Anna penetrated all the spheres to an extreme
Like drama, story, screen and ali the arts so supreme;
He was the son of the Tamil Land

And the father of her modern fame all grand;
The youths he held so spell-bound,

And the students flocked ‘to him all around;
To the teeming millions he was a brother elder
And their guiding friend, philosopher and leader;
Death may take Anna’s body away,

But not his spirit that wields its sway;

Anna was & worthy ‘son’ of Thanthai Periyar,

And actualised his ideals all superior

Anna Christened this land  as Tamil Nadu,
And made the Legislature unanimously applaud,

So great a son was our Elder Brother,
Who, in history, ever named his ‘Mother’

S. Naliarasu,
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The Chief Minister’s Nutritious
Noon Meal Scheme was started on
the 1st of July, 1982 in the rural
areas 2s a revolutionary scheme,
The programme has been extended
from 15th September, 1982 to cover
the childres in the urban areas also.

The Government has implement

ed the scheme to provide one nutri-

tious meal a day to those poor
children living in villages and urban
areas'in order to make the present
generation into healthy citizens of
tomorrow,

The distinction of having im-
plemented this unique scheme to
promote heppiress of the poor
goes to the Government of Tamil
Nadu.

A programme to feed poor
children was indicatd in the budget
for the financizl year 1982-83.

“This Government feels thet
it is the urgent and important duty
of the Government to alleviate the
sad plight of the hapless mothers
living below the poverty line, who

wring their hands in despair for
want of the mezns to feed their
childrer,

A scheme has therefore been
formulated to provide poor children
in the age group of 2-10 atleast one
nutritious meal at noon. This
scheme will cover children ‘below
poverty line all over Tamilnadu for
the provision of a nutritiousmea)
free of cost from lst July, 1982,

On the 30th of June, 1982, the
eve of starting xhe project, the
Hon’ble Chief Minister in his speech
over the AIR and TV referred to
the announcement made in the
budget, :

_“In his i.mmortal Tirukkural,
while describing the ideal state,
Saint Thiruvalluvar says :

“ Where there is no terrible
famx_ne, 1o cruel pestilence, no
foreign enemy to ravage, where

peace always reigns, that is the
ideal state.”

On the one hand is the vast

growth in India’s population which
is nearing 70 crores, and on the
other exist the evils of dire poverty.
Therefore, is it any wonder that
our doctors repeatedly point out
that our children born in those cir-
cumstances, have emaciated bodies,
dry lips and sunken eyes.

This scheme is an outcome of

my experience of extreme starva-.

tion at an age when I knew only to-
cry when 1 was hungry. But for
the munificerce of a woman next
door, who extended a bow! of rice
gruel to us and saved us from the
cruel hands of death, we would have
departed this world Jong ago.
Such merciful womenfolk having
great faith in me elected me as
Chicf Minister of Tamilpadu.

To wipe the tears of these
women I have taken up this project.

According to 1981 census, the
population of Tamil Nadu works
out to 4.82 crores. Children bet.
ween the 2 to § age group constitute
42.10 lakhs ChiMren inthe age-
group of 5«10 from 63.73

-

lakhs. Children in the age-
group 2 to 10 constitute 105.83
lakhs. It has been declared that
children living below the poverty
line should be provided this fre¢
nutritious mea) under the scheme.

Programme :

On the 1st July, 1982, Tgm:l
Nadu introduced a scheme c_)f histo-
ric significance, for providing 2
nutritious free meal to lakhs of po%r
children in the age group of 2 to 1U.
At the stroke of 12 noon that da_y-,
55.96 lakhs of children sat down 1%
thousands of Child Welfare Centres
and Elementary Schools in rural
areas of the whole State 10 partake
of hot nutritious food served tg
them at Governmeni cost. Thlg
colossal venture whic_h is expecte
to bring sbout a significant .cpange;
not only in the health condition O
the childrer: but in the social environ
ment itself in the rural areas at a
cost of more than Rs. 1.00 crorgs
per year is the brain child of t 3
popular Chief Minister of Tami
Nadu, Thiru M. G. Ram‘a.chandraﬁ.
The formidable dimensions of bte e
problem and the staggerning numl rs
involved called for meticulous P a?o
tuing to the minutest detail. it ]Siv
the credit of the a;imxmstrat he
machiery that, inspired by t .e;
noble jdeas behind this scheme, 1
has risen to the occasion and 2cquit-
ted itself with a remarkable degree
of efficiency, dependzbility and devg-
tion. This scheme also depen s
for its success on the whole hcartf
co-operation extended by the public
and the active vigil exercised by 1t,
in monijtoring implementation in the
thousands of remotest villages -

" spread far and wide in the State.

The magnificent welcome 'and Tes-
ponse, tl%is scheme has had ,frorlx} z;ll:
sections of independent and enlig

ented public opinion has been a
great boost to the.morale. of _the
staff engaged in implementstion.

R The Beneficiaries-Age Group of “‘2

plus to 4 Plus ”’:

The beneficiaries have b;ﬁn
divided into two 2ge-groups. :
children in the age group 2 plus qld
plus are catered to in he Chi !,
Welfare Centres where & trained Bal
Sevika and two helpers to assist
her are incharge. We have taken
pains to recruit the Bala Sevika and
the two helpers from the worren of
the locality itself as far as possible.
The Bala Sevikas it most cases ar¢
S.S.L.C. passed girls n the age

- .group 25 to 35 end in the case of

widows 25 to 40. The helpers have

gited from those with an
Zg?l?t; ig read and write Tamil a4r})d
are in the age Broup 25 to .
In both cases, preference haf .béen
given to widows and destitute
women. Bala Sevikas are paid Rs.
175 per month and the helpers
Rs. 60 per month. It is the res-

ibility of the bhelpers to cook
ané‘s‘gé:\tlg food to the children.
Bala Sevikas ar¢ in overall charge
of the Centre and are pmmsged with
the responsibility of 1mpartng%dpre-
school education to the ch r;x;.
Educetional 2ids and pley materials
at a cost of Rs. 600 for each of the
Child Welfare Centres are being
supplied in 2 phased manneg.
Cooking ptensils, pletes and tumb-
lers for the childien have been sup-f
plied to each centre at a cost 0

RS. 21m0‘

 age group 2 plusto 4
plus In chis ;i)g lakh children ~were

the beneficianies as 0 3}1-3-83

School Age Group of 5 plus te 9 plus:

Children in the age group 5
plus to 9 plus are catered to in the
Elementary Schools where they are
studying. A part-time cook on a
remuneration of Rs. 2 per day and
one helper to assist the cook and
clean the vessels at Re. | per day
are employed in each one of these
schools. Where the strength of

the beneficiaries is more than 500, -

provision has been made for the
appoiniment of one additional cook.

The Ingredients fo the Meal

It has been laid down tha: for
school children the ingredients of
the nutritious meal should comprise
of the following :

grams.
Rice .. 100
oil L3
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Dhali .. 15
Condiments &
Vegetables .. 50

Forchildren of age group 2 to 4,
the quantum of rice will be 80 grams
and dhall 10 grams. Quantities of
oil and vegetables will remain the
same. '

The scheme has broughtinits
fold children in the age group 2-5,
besides cetering to the’ children in
the age group of 5 to 10 in the ele-
mentary schools. The scheme pro-
vides for feeding for all the 365
days in a year. The scheme pro-
vides for the feeding of all the
children in a school who are below
the poverty line. Instructions have

also been issued that a very liberal

view'should be taken of the poverty
criterion and thzt no child who
volunteers to partake of the midday

meal should be denied the opportu-
nity. :

The scheme provides for an
outright grant of 45 paise for every
child for feeding charges and $
Paise for every child for administra-
tive expenses. . The Government
have thus undertaken the entire
financial responsibility for the pro-
gramme. The programme has pro-

vided for the appointment from
Government funds of a cook for
every 50G children in the school
and a helper.

In response to the teaching
commun ty’s request for additional
help, the Government have decided
to appoiat Noon Meal Orgenisers
for all the School feeding centres.
Action has been taken to select
suitable loczl candidztes, preferably
widows, destitutes and other women.
Educational qualification of Noon
Meal Orgenisersis  passinS.S.L.C.
Examination. Age limit is between
250 40. in hilly and t.ibsl areas,
the lower limit is relaxed upto 18
years. The Noon Meal Organisers
already assumed charge in 25,146
School feeding centres. Itis expec -
ed that Noon Meal Organisers will
assume charge of all the remain’ng
school feeding cantres shortly. They

will be paid an honora-ium of Rs.
150 p.m. :

AMIGHTY EMPLOYMENT
PROGRAMME FOR WOMEN :

Under this scheme, employ-
ment opportunities have been pro-
vided for 1,58,381 women, in rural
and urban areas, particular prefe-
rence being given among them to

widowsand destitutes. This massive
provision of employment opportuni-
ties has brought about a revolu-
tionary change in the rural lands-
cape and has been heralded as the
single largest employment _pro-
gramme for the rural areas in inde-
pendenc India in the last 35 years.

Employment in the pre-school sector:

Under this scheme, fresh em-
ployment opportunities have been
provided for 78,490 women in the
pre-school sector of this programme.
The two, categories in which women
are employed, are Balasevikas (Child
Welfare Organisers) and Child Wel-
fare Assistants.

Employment in the Schoo) Sector :

Fresh employment has been
generated in three categories namely
Nutritious Meal Organisers, cooks
and helpers. Of the 34,296 people
employed as cooks, only 2,490 (less
than 109%) are men and the balance
31,808 are women. In the ‘Helper’
category, out of the total 33,828
helpers, 2,396 (less than 10%) are
men and the batance 31,432 helpers
are women. 25,146 Nutritious Meal
Organisers have already taken charge
of all the school feeding centres.

3

“rr‘

‘ ain-
il take charge of the rem
;Ir;l;eic‘;?ool feeding centres shqrtlyf

To sum up, this programme has.

t opportu
rated fresh employment

xg:‘:t[;:s for 1,80,118 people 1n ru::}
and in urban areas. of tl;e5§o3 o
1,80,118 people employed 1,33,
are women.

Village Committees have beﬁ:
const:tuted giving repré:zentation

~women, social warkers, philanthro-

) -of the
ists and representatives

ﬁ;:derprivileged classes. Th:sg
Committees have been entrustec
with the responsibilities of mﬁg&
toring the functioning of the
scheme in the locality e
work of feed-back and n_lfom‘nﬁicial
has been built up, weaving O
and non-official agencies.

Chief Minister’s Nutri-
g:tusm?ine:lf Programme to urban
areas :

been ex-
The programme has
tended frI(,)m the 15th September,

1982 to cover the 2 plus to 4 plus

d
children in the urb‘zm centres an-
‘the school children in the Corpora

A net-

tions of Madras, Madurai and
Coimbatore, who had not been
covered under the earlier phase.

As a result of this extension,
more than 4 Jakh children in the
age group 2 plus to 4 plus and 2.5
lakh children in the age group 5
plus to 9 plus have become new
beneficiaries. Of the 4 lakh child-
ren in the age group 2 plus to 4
plus more than 1.43 lakhs belong to
Scheduled castes. Of the 2.5 lakh
children in the age group 5 plus to.
9 plus, more than 46,000 children
belong to the Scheduled Castes.
As a result of this extension now,
in the State as a whole, 22.66 fakh
children belonging to the age group
2 plus to 4 plus and 41.74 lakh
children belonging to the age_g;:;:g

us to 9 plus are now enjo
tshg‘beneﬁts pof the unprecedented
scheme. This total number of 64.4
lakh children, beneficiaries works
out to more than 60 per cent of" thp
total children pogulation in this
age group. :

sum up, as on 173-83, there
are ;;829 scfxool feedmg. centres
and 27,920 pre-school feeglmg cen-
tres.  The grand total 1s 61,719
feeding centres. Of these 909,
of the centres are in rural areas.



Buildings :

A design fcr the construction of
low cos. and func.jonal buildings
for the feeding cenures in .he villages,
each at a cost of Rs. 38,000 to Rs.
40,000 has been evolved. The
administrative mackinery has been
overwhelmed with the generous res-
ponse from the members of the
public who have come forward with
substantial donations to put up
buildings at their own cost for such
community feeding centres. The
donors have been permitted to name
these buildings in honour of the
~person of their choice. These buijd-
.ings will be valuable additions to
the tangible rural assets to be created
under this programme.

Extension of the Scheme to old Age
Pensioners :

The Government in G.O.Ms.
No. 69, Social Welfare dated
H-1-1983, have now extended the
existing Chief Minister’s Nutritious
Meal Programme to covar the Old
Age Pension beueficiaries in the
State with effect from 15-1-1983,
The number of beneficiaries under
the scheme is 1,99,158, They are
being served one free meal a da
at a cost of 90 paise per head. The
Old-Age Pensioners who are able to
ctome to the centre are provided
with a meal, They are also provid-
ed with 1/2 Kilo of rice per week
per head, instead of one Kilo of rice.

The Old Age Pensioners who do

not come 1o the tentre, and cannot

come 10 the cencre will continue to
draw the ration of 1 kilo of rice per
week per head ag per the old scheme.
By \his scheme, 2 fakh beneficiaries
are provided with sustenance. Out
of 1,99,158 total beneficiaries, about
1,10,799 are old-age pensioners,
43,888 are destitute widows, 14,471
are physically handicapped persons
and30,000 are agricultural labourers,

. The following is the scale of
ration per day per pensioner -

. gramsy
Rice . 200
Oit <. 10
Dhall .o 18
Vegetables &

Condiments - 50

The cost of implementing this
programme is estimated to be in
the order of gver R. 133 Crores per
year. The break-up is as follows:

Rs. 120 Crores for Chief
Minister’s Nutritious Meal
Programme for Children.

Rs. 648 Crores for feeding
..0ld-Age Pensioners.

Rs. 6 Crores for wages of Noon

Meal Organisers.

The latest balance in Chief Minister’s
Nutritious Meal Programme Fund
is Rs. 2.30 Crores as on 15-3-1983.
Rs. 2.40 lakhs have been released so

s far for construction of six pre-school
#

feeding centres in 5 districts (ie.

. Periyar, Tiruchirappalli, Dhaima-
* purt, Madura:and Ramanathapuram

ram).  The mobilisation of re-
sources of this order is expected to
be a severe strain: but the State
Government and more so, the people
of Tamil Nadu, have come forward
confidently and cheerfully to bear
this burden because of their _firm
faith that this expenditure is an
investment country, an advance
deposit for the well being of the
budding generation of to-morrow.

N

Conclusion -

ear, this
In the past one Y !
schenr:xe has made great prog;;.sst ;:é
redressing the gg'xeva.ncest o e
womenfolk as po;qted out by
Hon’ble Chief Minister.

implement the Chief Mxpxs-
tcr’s;{l?nigltli)ous Noon Mea} Pro;g:c;_
& effectively, the Hon ble'C_hxe
mqrister has appointed a Minister
M‘ull1 the portfolio of  Nutritious
Me Schemé. ThiruR.Soundarajan
;Aaesatlaken up the portfolio on 9-9-83.

the eve of inaugurating }he
Noox? nMeal Scheme the Hon b‘lic
Chief Minister in his speech said:

"« To picture lakhs and lakhs
of pogr c?}dldren_ who gather ﬂt‘g
partake of nutritious meals 3;)1 c
thousands of hamlets and vi ages
all over Tamilnadu and bles_siinge ua |
in their childish prattle, wi
glorious event.”

itizens, &ce
Ye¢s, the future ot o
blessing us daily_. We ar? ctr:raetmg
security for their bright future.

It is our duty to e_xtend t(i’:;
cooperation and support m‘crlcat e
a new history to be written in i€
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NOTIFICATION FROM THE
ACCOUNTANT GENERAL

‘

TAMIL NADU, MADRAS-600 018.

ACCOUNT SLIPS FOR SUBSCRIBERS TO
Provident Fund.

The Account General (Tamil Nadu) has commenced
the despatch of Account Slips for the year - 1982-83 in
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aii respect of all the subscribers of the Tamil Nadu Govern.
g ment. These Account Slips are being forwarded to the
géi Heads of Offices in which the subscribers were workmg
i in March 1983,
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contact the concerned Heads of Offices and collect their

statements of accounts. In case of any dlscrcpancy in

the accounts, or non-receipt of Account slips by
30-9-1983, the undermentioned Officer may be addressed,
giving full particulars of recoveries (Subscription or
refunds) such as the month, gross and net amount of

the concerned bill, head of account etc.. as well as the

Account Number of the subscriber. The letters may be

sent through the concerned heads of Offices.

Shri S. VISWANATHAN,
Accounts Officer,

Office of the Accountant General 1,
MADRAS-600 018.
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The Honourable Chief Minis-
ter and his cabinet colleagues 5
have taken to wearing black
shirts- to emphasize the necessity .
for arriving at a permanent solu-
tion to the problems of the
Sri Lankan Tamils,

o

=

A meeting  was held under the auspices of the commonwealth Parliamentary Association (Tamil
Nadu) at Madras on 19-8-83. Thiru A. Amirthalingam TULF Secretary-General and leader of
the opposition in Sri Lanka Parliament spoke on the Sri Lankan Tamils' problems. The Honou-
rable speaker of the State Legislature, Thiru K. Rajaram and the Honourable Chairman,
Legislative Council Thiru M. P. Sivagnanam participated in the meeting.

syersn

43 Adi-Dravida couples were united in wed4ock on 24-8-'83 at the Vadapalani Andavar
Temple. The Honourable Minister for Information and Religious Endowments, Thiru
R. M. Veerappan presided over the function. Tmt. Rajammal Veerappan distributed thalis to the
couples. The Minister is seen giving gifts to the couples.
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Thiru M. S. Chellachami, General Secretary, Sri Lanka Labour-

Congress, called on the Honourable Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu on 23-9-'83 at the Secretariat.

Thiru M. Sivachidambaram, leader, T.U.L.F,, in Sri Lanka,
called on the Honourable Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
on 23-9-°83 at the Secretariat,




MADRAS
UNIVERSITY

The Madras Uniyersity cele-
brated its Post-Centenary Silver
Jubilee on 20th September 1983.
The glittering function was inaugua-
rated by the President of India,
Thiru Zail Singh.

~ The President while inaugura-
ting said: “The  University of
Madras played a laudable role in
shaping “Modern  India”. The
University has produced great scien-
tists like C.V.Raman, K.S.Krishnan
and others, eminent jurists like
Alladi Krishnaswamiand C.P.Rama-
swamy Ayyar, memorable political
leaders like Satyamurthy, Srinivasa
Sastry and Rajajiand giant educatio-
nists and philosophers like Radha-
krishnan, Arcot Ramaswamy Muda-
liar and Arcot Lakshmanaswamy
Mudaliar. This University is the
mother of several universities in
Soutn India, like Andhra University
Osmania University,Mysore Univer-
sity, Keralq University, Sri Venka-
tregwalrg University and lately Madu-
ai amaraj, Anna, Bharathi
and Bharathidasan Univer?ﬁi:st.hlyar

On the cve of first year of our
planning, there were 27 Universities
with about 3.6 lakh students.. Now
we have more than a hundred Uni-
versities with more than 32 lakh stu-

not sacrifice the basic values which a _sity of Madras will continue its

dents. The rate of literacy has more * '}
than doubled from 16.6 percent in .. .~

1951 to over 36 percent in [98]. wF =%

Because of this creation of a massive N

educational base, India could take University, as a cuaaet of learning,
pride now in being ranked third in should stand for.

respect of educational and skilled

ma . i
npower 1 would like to suggest that the

The Universities cannot afford educationists, social Wworkers and
to sit in ivory towers and simply politicians should consider dis-
watch the misfortune of the commo- couraging the political parties from
ners of the nation who are in the setting up their cells in educational

- grip of pangs of poverty and hunger. institutions. It is also necessary

Universities must come forward in that the teachers should avoid
imparting education intended for involving themselves in politics and
the uplifiment of our weaker bro- concentrate on teaching and deve-
thers and sisters. joping the intellectual faculties of

_ Teachers, students and all edu- students. :
cational institutions,constituting the
intetlectual community have to play
a historical role in the constructive autonomy as far as the educational
phase of socio-economic transfor- programmes are concerned. This
mation that is going on. I have autonomy cannot practically  be
every hope that the Madras Univer- maintained  Wwithout . substantial

‘sity which provided such leadership finance. 1 am glad to know that

in the past, will continue to play a private sources have been tapped
worthy role in future. by this University and that many
benevolent philanthropists in this

part of our country have come for-

The standard of academic out- ward to help in establishing several

fﬁ“ should be improved in tune with new departments in the University.
e changing and growing needs of

society. At the same time it should 1 hope and trust that the Univer-

m&‘

Universities should enjoy full

sacred mission of expanding the
frontiers of knowledge and act as &
treasure house in preserving, as a
space vehicle in transmitting and as
cosmic energy in renewing philoso-
phy, knowledge and cultare”’.

The Governor and Ch;mcellor
Thiru S. L. Khurana, presiding over
the function, said: “the University
is semsitive -to trends of modern

thought.”

Dr. M. Santhappa, Vice-
Chancellor, presented the distin-
guished delegates to the President.

The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister,
Thiru M. G. Ramachandran inau-
gurated the three new departments—
on Jainology, Istamic Studies, and
Saiva Siddhanta. He said, “All
religions were against inequality and
oppression.”

He announced that “Rs. 15
lakhs would be donated to the
University by the ALADMK. for
creating an endowment to establish
a department to study the thoughts

I have been entursted with the
task of inaugurating three depart-
saents of research, Before embark-
ing on it, let me request the elders
to forget my earlier refusal of the
offer of the Honorary ‘Doctorate,
which would have hurt their feelings.
If you ask whether there are reasons
for accepting it now, there are none.

1f I do not accept the d_oc}orat.e
conferred upon me bythe distingui-

~ shed persons gathered here on the

sjon of the 125th apnivers_ary,
iotc c:ould only hurt their feelings.

I offer my humbie geatitude for
hoving selected me for conferring
this degree. 1 regret that Agna
who made me what .1 am is not
here with us today. '

Three days are not enough to
cover the three Departments with
my learning. Let me congratulate
and thank the_philanthropists who
have come forward t0 contribute
for the study of the philoso hies of
Jainism, Islam and Saiva Siddaatha.

Religion should make man &

of late Thiru Perarignar Anna.
The department would also under-
take research on the political work
of the late leader”.

The Union Minister for Defence,

Thiru R. Venkataraman, releasing.

a batch of 50 University publicati-
ons, said: “undue dependence on the
importof books should be avoided.”
He donated Rs. 10,000 to the uni-
versity Publication fund.

Thiru C. Aranganayagam,
Minister for Education,Government
of Tamilnadu and Pro-Chancellor,
released the souvenir. Thiru M. A.
Muthiah Chettiar, Pro-Chancellor
of Annamalai University, presented
the recipients of service medals
to the President.

pDr. C. A. Perumal read
the messages received on the occa-
sion. Thiru Justice P. R Gokula-
‘krishnan, Chairman, Celebration
Committee welcomed the gathering.

Among the recipients of service
medals was Thiru P. R. Hussamu-

deen, the ‘ever obliging functionary’
at the University’s enquiry counter
for over four decades.

Thiru C. K. Kumaraswamy,
Registrar, University of Madras pro-
posed a vote of thanks.

human being and not encourage him
to commit wrong and give room for
unwanted quarrels. 4

The Jain religion says that none
should be hurt and that all should

be treated with equality and justice.y

None should acquire property, but
that it should benefit all.

Islam says that there should be '
noinequality among men;nor should
there be backwardness. It says

others which should not be for-
gotten.

The A. 1. A. D. M. K. will
donate Rs. 15 lakhs towards the
study in this University, of the
philosophy of Anna, Annaism and
his ideals, which of them is necessary

that a man should allocate a certain Jig

amount of his income towards
public ¢auses. It is not enough if §
onc is aware of all this. This

Department will help research of
this philosophy-

Saiva Siddhanta has been estab-
lished on the basis of serenity, sacri-
fice, morality ¢tC-, It is not known
who has established this order.
The way these_ ideals have spread
everywhere, this department  will
help make research into the origin
of this and spread such knowiedge.

Forgetfullness is essential to
man. There are certain things
which should be forgotten. Certain

for the people and which would be
accepted by people in future.
hope that the chancellor and Vice-
Chancellor accept it.

More than meeting the needs of
the people, the university :shoukf
see that the articles, novels, literacy
works of Anna are made available

in the university itself. I hope that.

these three departments will help:
promote the growth of religious ..
tenets. R



DEGREE OF

LAW

(Honoris causa)

Mr. Chancetlor,

{}(;;mfl;z;ﬁnaga_h but the problems of
uy did not permit youn
. I have great pleasure in introduc- Ramachandran to pugsue hisy edug-
gxg to you one of the most beloved cation beyond the primary stage at
ux?amsgs of Tamil Nadu, Horou- Anayadi school. To support the
f&b,eThfn}M.G.Ramachandran,the family M.G.R. first joined work in
_Cluef Minister of our Staté. t(l:u: Madurai Original Boy’s Dramatic
) ompany and later_in the Uraiyur
Thiru Marudhur Gopalan Rama- Moideen Drama Company )tl'or
chandran. does not believe in the paltry salaries, Rivalries, jealousies
self-suﬂi_cxency of material values. and partialities amidst the actors of
He desires that the unifying and these companies brought home to
ennobling impulses in human life his mind the perversities to which
should overrule the scramble for man’s motives are Jiable.
wealth, social position ard power.
His life-long public service isinspired It was against these abnormal
by the conviction that it is within conditions of life that several .pieces
the possibility of every human being of morals rendered by his mother
to so develop as to be fully worthy had struck roots in young M.G.R’s
of his human nature and fo contri- mind. It was because of her grooming
bute to the welfave of all, that M.G.R. began to imbibe two
. characteris'ic astitudes in his life,
When Thiru M.G.Ramachandran, viz., fostering the qualities of being

endearingly known to us as M.G.R. human and resisting the tendencies G

was born in 1917 at Kandy, hunger, that degrade a human being.
squalor and govertﬁ were the cner-
vating conditions his family was M.G.R. began to cultivate jgood
forced to endure. Subsequent to the habits from his very early life. He
(death of his father and other family used to be simpie, soft-spoken
members, M.G.R’s. family settled at gentle, patient, courageous and

wished to learn from others. He
had always believed in truth, friendli-
ness, duty, discipline, mercy and
sacrifice. His innate trait has been
to “forgive and forget” even 1hose
who committed treachery and. deceit
against him. Equal respect to those
who praise and condemn him, equal
dignity for physical and mental
labour, and equal courtesy to the
rich and poor-these were his forte
fromhis younger days. He staunchly
believed that progress is possible
through reforms and that sincere

service to the poor is the gutewa
to the kingdom of God. & d

M.G.R. proceeded to Madras in
the early thirfies with the ford hore
of conquerirg the emerging, pew
world of cinema. Between 1934 and
1976 most of his 136 £1mshad become
thunderous popular hits. Sirce most
of his films depict his own personal
experiences in life, his idealism ard
remarkable humanism, they had zll
become extremely ideological.
M.G.R. has personally held that Art
1s always for the sake of the people
and has eagerly used that medium
to fight superstitiors, conservaticm
and outmoded practices. in the
precess of fi'm making, M.G.R. had
also excelled himself in direction,
stagecraft, dizlogues and other
details of filmic art, Befittingly the

Jovernment of India had honoured
him with the highest award **Bharat’’

for his acting i
1972 & 1 RIKSHAKARAN

When riches came his way, M.G.Rv-
began to help the poor directly.

He was always the first to give disaster *
reliefs,to support several orpharages,

hospitals, and schools, and to help

his colleagues in the film industry

and outside. This has earned him the

affectionate epithet philanthropist-

par-excellence. Truly, the reciprocity

of his love for the society and in

turn, its love for him, is the secret

of his success in mass rclations.

His association with the D.M.K.
aund especially with Anna trom 1953
onwards, opered up a rew phase
in M.G.Rs.’ life. M.G.R. had taken
10 Anne and the friendship between
the two grew. Because of his co-
opera’ion with the DMKf as its

ropagardist, orgoniser, fircrcier
gz)ndp (ictoral strategist, M.G.R.

fulfilled some of the aspirations of
the poor people by launching such
schemes as 509 - reservation of
seats in educational instituticns

«aid to those who sacrificed their

lives for the cause of Tamil, and to
artists, writers and Tamil poets
who faced indigent circumstances.

and in Government employment .

for the. backward communities;
special component pldn for the
Adi-Hindus; the tribal sub-plan for
the Scheduled Tribes; several secial
welfare schemes for the helpicss

women; Nutiitious Meal Programme

and Integrated Child Development
Services for the children ,self-suffi-
ciency scheme tor the rural commu-
nities; and the scheme of ‘“‘Employ-
ment” to one member a family”
for the weaker sections; and Un-
employment allowance for the edu-
cated youth. Further, he has been
playing an mstrumental role 1or

became a politiczl force within the facilitating the rapid growth of

D.M.K. in his own right. He was
elected to the Assembly m 1967
and 1971 trom Parangialai Consti-
tuency. However, following  his
differences withthe DMK, 'M.G.R.
founded the ALA.D.M.K. in 1972
to preach the ideals of Anna and
Humanism.

“None should suffer like me” is’
the motto of M.G.R’s life. . When
the A.LLA. D.M.K. was voted to power
in 1977 ar.d 1980 Assembly Eloctions,
M.G.R.. as the Chief Minister,

‘ .

education, both in quantity and
quality in Tamil Nadu, by creaving
new u1iversi:ies-Anna Uriversity of
Technology, Bhardthiar University,
Bharathidasan University and the
Tamil University.

His distinct and significant contri-
butions to Tamil culture and language
have been evidenced by the success-
ful conduct of the Fifih Worid
Tamil Conference at Madurai, the
introduction of the Periyar scripis

and the sanction of liberal financial

Thus M.G.R. has been fighting
for the cause of humanism. He did
not hesitate to use films and politics
for this purpose. Therefore he has
become the Makkal  Thifagam,
Puratchi Thalaivar and Ponmara
Chemmal of the Tamils. In fact
Rajaji had called him a ‘Crusader
like Arjuna’; Periyar described him
as a ‘“Man with large heart”, and
Anna admired him as a ‘“‘Poem with
serene beauty and emotion”.

By reason of his eminent position
and attainments, for his incessant
fight against evils in society, for his
abundant philanthropy, artistic in-
tensity, creative energy, freshness of
style and the lyrical force with
which he hzs communicated with
the masses, ard for his inspiring
devotion to =an authentic moral
humanism, Thiru M. G. ‘Rama-
chandran has been unznimously
recommended by the Syndicate and
the Senate of this University as a
fit and proper person toreceive the
Degree of Doctor of Laws (Honoris-
causa), tp which Fpray that he may
be admitted. :

(Extract from the Citations presented at the time of the confer-
" ment of Honorary Degrees at the Special, Convocation held on
the 20th September 1983 on the occasion 'of the Post-Centenar_y
Silver Jubilee Celebrations of the University of Madras. This
citiation was read by the Vice-Chancellor of the University
of Madras.)

An endowment to promote research and
study into the life and teachings of late Pera-
rignar Anna, will be set up in the Madras
University.

The Chief Minister of Tamit Nadu,
Thiru M.G.R., made an announcement that
his party would donate Rs. 15 lakhs towards
the setting up of a Chair.
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HONGRARY DOCTORATE
DEGREE CONFERRED

The University at a special convocation
conferred the degree of doctor of laws (hono-
ris causa) on Thiru M. G. Ramachandran,

Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu and ten other §

eminent persons.

The citation on Thiru M. G.
Ramachandran referred to his distinctive
service to humanity, his artistic intensity,
creativity and inspiring devotion to authentic
humanism.

The others who were conferred hono-
rary degree were: Thiru M. A. Muthiah
Chettiar,—Doctor of Literature;  Thiru
R. Venkataraman (Defence Ministef}—Doctor
of Laws; Thiru C. Subramaniam, former
Union Minister—Doctor of Laws; Dr, S.

The President, Thiru Zail Singh, had 4 peep
into the archaeological beauty of the past at
Mamallapuram.

The President spent nearly an hour at Mamalia-
puram enjoying the sculptural marvels of the
Pallava period.

The President visited the Shore Temple and
spent quite some time admiring the work of ‘our
great ancestors.' The historical and cultural
features of the seashore tourist spot were explained
to him.

The President also took a look at the Fjve
Rathas and made a stop over at the school of
Architecture. He said that the immortal monu-
ments like these should attract and inspire the
youth, who are otherwise being distracted by
foreign influence.

Chandrasekhar, Astrophysicist—Doctor of
Science (in absentia); Dr. Raja Ramanna,
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission—
Doctor of Science; Thiru N, D. Sundaravadi-
velu, former Vice-Chancellor—Doctor of
Literature; Thiru D. C. Kothari, Industria-
list—Doctor of Laws (in absentia); Thiru
K. Appadurai—Doctor of Literature; Dr.
A. S. Thambiah—Doctor of Science; and

Thiru  Sirkazhi Govindarajan—Doctor of
Literature.
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TOP PRIORITY

The President Thiru Zail Singh
ina) ted 792storeyed tenements
for ghermen at Nagooran Thottam
in Tondiarp: built at a cost of
Rs. 94.21 lakhs by the Tamilnadu
Slum Clearance Board, with assis-
tance from the Housing and Urban
Development Corporation.

The President in his address
said : “Provision of housing for the
weaker sections of the population
has been accarded a high priority
in our socio-economic development
plans. The tenements are also ex-
pected to benefit fisherman families.

Poverty could be eradicated if
people acted unitedly by setting aside
caster and communat feelings.
The Government is striving ‘its best
to provide food,clothing and shelter
to everybody. The Prime Minister’s
20 Point Programme also laid special
importance for the upliftment of
eoonomically weaker sections.

It is very heartening to know
that care has been taken to provide
t - tenements with essential facili-

drainage. I congratulate the State
Government for their efforts in
this regard and, I am sure that
with increasing tempo of construc-
tion activity, every family would be
provided a house within a foresea-
ble future.

The fishermen are making an
immense contribution to the eco-
nomy through their catch of fish by
augmenting domestic availability,
as well as providing surplus for
exports as well. A number of steps
have been taken for the welfare of
fishermen. I do hope that the
fishermen 'families who are being
provided with these tenements for
their living will also be provided
with other facilities, enjoy a better
quality of life such as education and
health care.

Thiru S. L. Khurana, Governor
of Tamilnadu presided over the
function. The Governor said, build-
ing of tenements for slum dwellers
should be matched by environ-

duty was also .cast on the people
living in tenements to keep their
environment clean. Steps should be
taken to avoid the migration of
people from rural areas to urban

centres. The centre’s national rural’

employment programme and the
Tamilnadu Government's self-suffi-
ciency scheme were the right steps
in this direction.

Thiru R. M. Veerappan, Minis-
ter for Information and Religious
Endowments said : “In the last
six years the Government had built
15,999 tenements in Madras. Even
as such tenements were being built,
new slums are springing up and
creating a social problem, but un-
daunted by it, the Government is
building new ones to benefit the
poor.

Dr. H. V., Hande, Minister
fox: Healthand Thiru K. Kalaimani,
Minister for Fisheries a'so partici-
pated in the function.

Earlier, the Chairman, Tamii

nadu Slum Clearance Board, Tmt.
Sulochana Sampath welcomed the

ties ‘¢ water supply, lighting and mental sanitation programmes. A gathering.
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“It is a tragedy of the first rpagnnude
that millions have ceased to use their hands.
The spinning wheel alone can stop the reck-
less waste. It can do that now and vmhopt any-
extra-ordinary outiay of money O intelligence.
Owing to this waste, we are living i & state
almost of suspended animation. 1t can be revi-

ved if only every home is agaln turned Into a
spinning mill and every village into a weaving
mill”,

“] have no partiality for return 10 the primi-

. tive method of grinding, and husking for the sake
of them. 1 suggest the return, because there I
no other way of giving employment to the mith-
ons of villagers who are living In idleness’.

“The revival of village indusiries is but an
extension of the Khadi effort. Hand-spun cloth
hand-made paper, handpounded rice, home-made
bread and jam, are not uscommon in the Wesci_
Only there they do not have one-hundredth o
the importance they have in India. For, with us,
their revival means life, their destruction means
death, to the villagers, as he who runs may see.
Whatever the machine age may do, it will never
give employment to the millions whom- the whole-
sale intioduction of power machinery must dis-

place’™.

Man, who has the iatelligence to differentiate
good from bad, should realize that the denizens
of the forest also have the right to live on this
earth just like the human beings. 1Itis an act of
kindness in itself to be prompted by this feeling
and act accordingly. It is also our duty.

Man’s supremacy has reduced the living

conditions of animals at the lowest rungtolimpove

rishmentimade thin in their n_atural fhabitat. As a
result of the recent awakening it has becn_reathd
that all living creatures on this earth are interlin-

ked by nature. The kings of yore, scholars and

educationists of our country have laid emphasis on
this fact. The great men have proved by their
acts that we are responsible for their lives.

There are 350 mammalian species, 1,200
avian species, 225 species which crawl, 15,000
species of trees, shrubs and creepers and 20,000
species of insects. Even from the Vedic period
animals and birds have been protected under
various religious codes.

We find reference to the rich flora and fauna
in our Sangam literature and classics. The Tamil
gypsy who chased the tiger with a winnow, the
‘golden deer’ of the Ramayana, the sam_ialwood
‘mortar and ivory pestle, the coral used in place
of lime to chew betel are poetic evidences of this

plenty.

With the passing of time, the KindnesSand
sympathy shown towards wild life have declined,
as a result of which they have been affected. Itis
senseless to form groups and raise money to destroy
wild life. The wild life have as much right to
live on this earth as human beings.

The flora and the fauna of the forests are a
phenomena of nature. The colourful flora and
fauna found in Tamilnadu are beneficial to man-
kind. The forests and the wild life dependant
on the forests should be protected on the basis
of .importance of the trees, culture, tourism and

. ecology.

fhe National Forest Policy was announced
in 1952 along with other revolutionary changes
after our country attained independence. Steps
have beén taken to see that the forests and their
denizens are utilized to entertain the tourists and
excursionists giving them joy without affecting
the natural environment and its equilibrium or
destroying the weglth of the forests or its animals.

Steps are taken to plant trees and protect
forests which would increase our sense of well
being and preserve forest wealth. This would
also promote environmental -hygiene which in
turn would maintain the balance of the flora and
the fauna in nature, for the benefit of mankind.

The Wild Life Week is observed during the

¥5 first week of October every year,_in order to
4 protect the endangered species and increase their

population. To nurture and protect wild life,

% | the Government has set up sanctuaries and parks,
. at Mundanthurai for tigers, Kalakad for the lion
i tailed macaque, Kodikarai and Guindy for the

Honble ‘
CHIEF MINISTER’S APPEAL

black buck, Nilgiris for the Tahr, the forests of
Alagar Koil for the grey mountain squirrel,
Vedanthangal and Pazhaverkgdu for birds, pockets
§ 1n the eastern shores for sea-turtles.

The Wild Life Week will be celebrated in a

¢~ colourful manner without diminishing the glory

3°7% of the wild animals. Let us take a pledge that
- while we live, we would let the dumb wild animals

R 0 live, and hand down nature’s ‘bounty to
e posterity.



to all nations to take immediate and
effective conservation measures.

The sea turtles live .mainly on
sea weeds, and other marine vegeta-

tion and along with the Dugonsg,
exercise an effective check on the
marine flora. Reduction in thetr
pumbers may bring about an adverse
chain reaction. Uncontrolled weed

4 . » e s

growth may lead to detrimental
results to the fish, corals and other
forms of marine population. The
coral reafs check erosion of the
land, by the sea. In India capturi-

In the field of wildlife conser-
vation, in India emphasis so far has
been only on terrestrial animals and
avifauna. Among the acquatic
fauna crocodiles received some atten-
tion. Recently, attempts to offer
protection to sea turtles have been
taken up on a high priority in our
country.

Sea turtles all over the world
form a cheap source of protein

Thiru T. ACHAYA LF.S.
Chief Conservator of Forests
Tamil Nadu

And

Thiru K. SHANMUGANATHAN

_ _ LFS.
Additional Chief Conservator of

Forests (Wildlife Coimbatore)

for the poor~—both in the form of
¢ggs as well a3 their meat. Their

.

shells are of high fancy value.
factors have led to large scale
ﬁaoi ter of these turtles all over the

When their population reached
a dangerously low ‘;evel. the Inter-
national Unjon for the Conserva-
tion of Nature and Natural resources
(UCN) has inciuded many of the
sea turtles in the list
(Red Data Book) and had appealed

On the 118 birthday of Mahatma Gandhi,

the Governor Thiru S. L. Kurana,

the Chief Minister Thiru M. G. Ramachandran, Chairman, Legislative Council

Thiru M. P. Sivagiana

-

m and Fmance Minister Thiru V. R. Neduncheziyan™
garlanded the Gandhi statue at the Marina on 2.10.°83.



ng turtles from the sea is not' very

much evident; but they are caught,

when the female turtles come on to

the shore for laying their eggs and

are slaughtered for their meat and
shells,

Of the many varieties of sea
turtles found in the tropics, five
species namely the Leather Back
(Dermochelys coriacea), the Logger
head (Caretta caretta), the Green
turtle (Chelonia midas), the Hawks
Bill (Eretmochelys .imbricata), and
the Olive Ridley (Lepidochelys
olivacea) are found along the coasts
of our country. These animals
which belong to the group of reptiles
have maintained only one vital link
with land—namely the females come
on to the shore to lay eggs.

Tamilnadu has a Sea coast
extanding over 1000 km. The
Olive ridleys are the most common
species coming to our shores. This
turtie is about one metre in length
and weighs about 50 kg.  Every
year the female turtles, conie to the
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sea shore, dig pits in the sand, above
the high tide level, and lay eggs
during the night—generally between
the months of December and Maxch.
Every time, a turtle lays 100--150
eggs which resemble table tennis
balls, ‘cover the eggs with sand and
go back to the sea to come again
only to lay eggs.

During this period, the turtles
are killed for their meat, and the
eggs poached. The large number
of eggs laid by them is only to com-
pensate for the loss by natural pre-
dators like the pig, the jackal, dogs,
etc. Came the human habitation
on the coasts and total annihilation
of these eggs was the result, In
nature atleast 409, of these eggs
escape detection and have a chance
to develop into hatchlings.

It takes around 4560 days for
the eggs to develop into hatchlings.
The young turtles as soon as they
emerge, come to the surface, and
start moving towards the sea—
which is a natural instinct for them.
During this pericd many of them

.
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are devoured by crabs, birds, and
other innumerable predators. Even
after they reach the sea, they face
the threat of predation by several
acquatic fauna, especially in the
first 200—300 metres of the sea.
Out of those that reach the sea,
only one in a thousand hatchlings
has a chance to survive to become
an adult.

Org nisations like the World
Wildlife Fund, Madras, the Central
Marine Fisheries Research Institute
both at Madras and Tuticorin had
taken up some research on the hatch-
ling of the eggs and study of hatch-
lings with the permission of the
Government. This effort which was
started in 1978, had been responsi-
ble for collection of 59927 eggs
upto 1982, out of which 27755
hatchlings were obtained of which
27655 were relegsed into the sea.

The Tamilnadu Forest Depart-
ment, undertook the task of collect-
ing eggs and hatching them under
safe condition to release them into

the sea, on a large scale f:or_the first
time in our country during 1982-83.

The department set up engt:t
hatcheries in three centres, condu(; 6
ed turtle walks covering over 150
-km. of the coastline and the eg};g:
collected were transported to }‘1
temporary hatcheries whereft ;3'
were put in the same way a5 on

in neture, maintaining the same

orientation of the individual eggsi
In collecting the eggs the loca

ulation was involved and was
paid for the oggs they supplied.
Thus the loss of €ggs by prcdam;:l
was totally avoided. The hatce-
lings when they come out we; d
completely protected from any pr -
dator, taken safely into the iea, 2(11
far away as possible and release "
Thus, the chances of predation &

‘the egg stage as well as hatchling

stage had been effectively prevented.

In nature out of every 10,000
eggs laid, only about 2,000 may
reach the sea as hatchlings, of which
only two may survive o mature.
By these efforts under stimulated
safe conditions, 94,000 eggs were

 collected out of which nearly 77,000

hatchlings were obtained and re-
Jeased into the sea by the Tamilnadu
Forest Department. This effort
may mean, that atleast 77 of _them
will grow into maturity, as against a
possible 19 under natural condi-
tions, an increase of nearly 4007,

The remarkable success, and
the experience gained have led to a
greater confidence among the depart-

mental peisons involved in this
work, which was done over only
150 km. of coastline of Tamilnadu,
will be extended to the entire 1000
km. of the coastline of the State.
It is anticipated that atleast 400,000
eggs can be collected in the State,
out of which about 320,000 hatch-
lings can be obtained and released
into the sea annually.

In this ambitious venture of thc
State Forest Department, pul?hc
cooperation is absolutely essential.
We fervently appeal to them not to
slaughter the turtles, or collect the
eggs for their consumption and
seck their help in this laudable

.conservation measure.



Tamil Nadu, the land of the ancient Tamil language,
capacity of retaining the old world charm and’ faith. The cou
Nadu still exudes the ethos of the ancient past, despite the tremend
by modern development. Itis in fact a remarkable blend of th
new and the picturesque at successive stages of time,
Natyam and the * Swarams * of ‘*Carnatic Mysic"
from the religious passion, still reverberate, not
auditoriams. The cultural heritage of Tamil N
traditions, practices and costumes has m
into the present, becoming richer
vewsatile way of life.

has an amazing
ntryside in Tamil
ous impact made
e ancient and the
The rhythm of *‘ Bharatha
. the two great classical arts flowing
only in temples but also in modern
adu with its varieties of customs,
aintained a steady flow from the past
in the process and synthesising into a more

Social Forestry in Tamil Nadu is a part of this great heritage~the
culture of trec-farming which existed in ancient times. Our ancestors knew well
the art of tree-farming and have maintained topes of Palmyrah, Babul, Illuppai,

Manpo, etc., in the village common lands, tank foreshores and ‘temple precincts.
The rural folk in those days were a self-suf

ficient lot with a tope of useful trees
in their lands. Stately trees of Tamarind were established alongside roads to
provide shade and shelter 10 the passing pedestrian and the weary traveller. In
fact a definite system of careful husband

ry of trees and their produce existed
down the ages with liberal religious overton

es.  Several tree species such as Neem,
Vilvam, Vanni, 1tiuppai, Peepu! and Araki were held

in veneration and felling them was
considered taboo.

This heritage of tree-husbandy
a close living relationship with Man’s
contemplations. However, the great
century has resulted in a chain of evils s

Y continued over centuries and trees maintained
work and leisure, his daily necessities and
increase in population during the present
uch as rural unemployment, efflux of labour

. crisis’. The enormous demands ijor
to the urban area a'.jd the igg;eq:::;s el:‘;r%ge increasing popula.tion coupledb'\th)l;
firewood generaceet miu;’ted in clearance of trees ovelr. ?ractncally e\f/ery ;rom
shortages of fc’Od"hashrevillages not to speak of the disappearance o treei from
communtty lanc{ e tfe sale in’ the towns. With the cleafance of trees, reegn
individuat hOldmgS’ }?r imarily catered to the needs of the village for grazing, gand
communs Lo llprtimber could no longer serve this purpose. Deficiencies an
e Jegf s en manure leaf, small timber and fuel have surfaced, rel:u ;ta?
shortages‘m fO.ddCI', greunity life and environmental health. Consequently, :t.cr:‘v al
" disfgﬂlotﬂie;:ﬁ:::;:?; that existed in the villages has been disrupted, resulting
and vibran sni

Jack of harmony.

/
i was then known as the ‘'Farm Forgstry

D.tmng ﬂ}‘seerg(:ai; lg%lx’is w;:tgra:mme aimed at removing those aberraix:roli‘

:mgms';'s::nu::?csa:sy establis'hing a tree Crop on every patchfgfl:ac:jr;: :1:;.; g;(:/ oo
A son every fie : .

tr};es k. evor vmagehcov?;m'o'n l?:;p%llergw\sz;:\r'ezgtg:r prz;grammcs _such. as "anlag;
i e\:criy"g:ttensiony Fa;rustry" that were ushered later on, tthhls S;t):::eerlnw?;e
e e i xtended all over the .
plossomee if‘m ' 18;5;()5;;1'60‘1?9"2‘“01?0“*“}‘1:;“65 of <“lands at the ciii‘sposal ofl tl;;
P decadcs"endmgd the r'cse;-ved forests and reserved lands comprising most y
Gover e s and ?ll e grazing grounds were brought under tree crops, co.ventr;é
ran foreshqrcs iy VI‘I ;g ercent of the forest area of the state. This resulted m(. he
B vt equwalcr}tl_to ;onpne of firewood annually from the tank foreshore pla?ta lons
harvest of 0.1 nu{m_?)ﬂ of 10 years for supply of much needed fuel t'o. the to;:r R
work‘ed‘ . mufl e timé employment to the rural sector in the raising, dup i‘:p
provine at’ o fs‘ltr;\\e woodlots, not to speak of the other bepems gcne‘ratel in. t:e
e ot impi yved grazing grounds. small timber for ;agncult_ural ‘\mp emecrlc(;;
villages Oy 91 1m1I1m ses fcnciag materials, etc. 50 per cent of the sale proc ra&
e d(‘i"cml‘;g wz:;u al;o distributed to the Panchayats in order to promote ru
of fuelwood so

development.

and so
The growing population howeve.r plét al!t l:hesgiczftfe?‘rtii t(t;g;:gugh;nd o
1 .
the aberr_ations o Shof?:i:is t}tl\z\tleitc:‘:sm:xtn p?;ssib_le fo meet the demands .Of t!atz
repercussions. I wasorientation was given to the ongoing.schemes, both.t nzﬁoxn ‘
people. u_nles§ " o tation technology. Recognising the seriousness of the si 1;1 ise(;
intensity and fmplemex} ming schemes under various nomenclatures were s.ynt Zs <
all the on-gpmg tr‘-:e-tarunder the new generic term of social forlstrv‘was intro I:CC‘
B B R B ve ’r 1981, with aid from The Swedish lx‘lternatlonal Devedc?p
e Authorit tth);:a rojec't has a rural thrust with its fu.-s.t phase _extending
e S vetrs ot eti)t‘;at‘ed cost of Rs. 450 millions. In addition to tl}ns project,
0?;:‘)5 ??;:c:ttryagc;ime with assistance from the Government of India has also
a 14

been introduced alongside.

The general objectives of the Social Forestry Project in Tamil Nztldu ‘IST :e)
) ds for the primary consumption of the rural sector. T

create services andhg(t)osuch assets and service flows would be generated with active
project ex}vnsagezt, ?,o]vemenl of villagers who are the ultimate benefncxane;é
participation and in in tree farming in community lands have therefore to be.
Departmental effor.ts i by wholesome involvement of the people in the cultivation
supplemented mas§1vely ]);nds as well asin community lands. The role of the.
of tree crops i cheu_' o radually change from that of an executor to .that_ of an
Forest DW“‘T:: dlsat:atgalyst The Social Forestry Project in Tamil Nadu aims at
extension agen : >

the following goals :-

Motivation of the rural communities to take up tree planting in their
i otiv _ !
® own lands and in community lands



(i) Creation of woodlots to [ulfi} the rural requircmients of grazing, fodder,
green manure feal, small timber. fuel, fruits, cle. ’

(i) Utxhse_ non-traditional lands such as tank foreshores, village commons,
road side and canal side lands, privatc marginal and sub-marginal
agricultural lands, ete. for creating such assets and for improving the
environment.

¥

(iv) Ensure cquitable distribution of commodity flows on an even and
sustained basis.

(v} Obtain the active participation of the rural communities,” including
women and children and the village panchayats in activities involving
tree planting.

(vi) Provide cmployment opportunities, particularly to the cconomically
backward classes, the landless and the rural poor and thereby generate
additional income in the rural areas.

With these goals in view, the project has formulated 6 components which
are expected to tuifil the objectives enunciatad in the Project - ’

1. TREE CULTIVATION INCENTIVE PROGRAMME

) Undgr this programme, an individual rural household will be entitled to a
free supply ol 500 seedlings of suitable fuel. lodder, small timber and  fruit yielding

species.  Atleast one fruit - bearing seedling shall be given to each recipient

household. As a measure of compensation, the participants who are covered by
the Integral Rural Devefopment Programme will be, in addition, givea cash incentives
also on the basis of the surviving number of plants at the end of the first :\néi
second years on a sliding scale as follows =

Surviving plants Rate of inc}ggtive/plant- Total amouats,of ineentive
[-10 1.00 10.00
1i - 30 0.50 10.00
31+ 100 0.25 ‘ 17.50
101 - 500 0.10 40.00

e

Total Rs.  77.50

Thus a family planting 500 seedlings all of which survive, will be entitled to cash
incentive of Rs. 77.50 at the end of the first year and another Rs. 77.50 at the
end of the second year. * '

The project has envisaged to distribute 12.6 million seedlings to 1,00,000
families at the rate of 20,000 per year during the project period of 5years at a
cost of Rs. 14.3 millions.

~

2. TREE-PLANTING ON POROMBOKE PLAINS AND HILLS

The Project aims at planting 14,700 hectares ot lands at the disposal of
the Government in the plains and 24,500 hectares in the hills at the rate of 2940
and 4,900 hectares per annum respectively with suitable tree species. Among the
species chosen will be fodder.yielding trees such as Velvel, Rad sapders, Achan,
Vagai, Vanni, Sisseo and Su-babul. Sceds of indigenous grasses and fodder legumes
will be sown in between the tree lines to provide for improved grazing.
Provision has also been made for soil and moisture ,consqryation measures in hilly
areas found to be eroded with guilies. In addition, tree species yielding green
manure leaves such as Palai, Poavarasu, Vadanarayanan, Manjakonnai, Neem, Su-habul,
etc. will be planted in areas where intensive agriculture is practised. Oil-seed
bearing trees such as Pungam, Neem and Tlluppai will also be raised in suitable
Jocalities to provide rural employment and promote cottage industries. The financial
commitment under this component for 5 years will be Rs. 59.61 millions.
(‘*Poramboke’’ land is a Government land used for common purposes such as
grazing, collection of green manure leaf, firewood and minor forest produce)

3. TREE-PLANTING IN TANK FORESHORES ’

With the concurrence of the Panchayats and the Public Works Department,
Tank Foreshores will be pianted with Babul in the submergible portions and Velvel in
saline upper reaches to fulfil the rural needs of fodder, fuel and small timber. The
Project envisages planting of 1,32,000 hectares during the five year period at an
estimated cost of Rs. 155.13 millions, with an annual target of 26,400 hectares.

4. TREE-PLANTING ALONG ROADS, CANALS, RIVER BANKS AND RAILWAY LINES

Under this component, tree planting will be done on Road side, Canal/
River banks and Railway sides with fruit bearing, shade giving and ornamental trees.
A stretch of 6,075 Kms. will be tackled under this component during the. Project
period of 5 years at the rate of 1,215 Kms. per year at an estimated cost of Rs. 31.238
mitlions

5. TREE-CULTIVATION EXTENSION PROGRAMME

This programme will be directed mainly towards ‘the large and medium land
holders as against the *Incentive’’ Programme which was conceived primarily, to
benefit the poorer sections of the rural community. Under tis ‘component,
those farmers who need more than 500 seedlings will be given scedlings  of "tree



species at cost price. The planting of trees in cor'nbinati(»'n wit'h ag:cuhlural crops‘:
both sequentially and separately, is aimed to achieve an "m?lg(m;:d ev(el On:“/:;[‘ab?e
the farm. Seeds and seedlings of all suitable tree species will D mqmem;mCe e
fo the farmers along with the know - how necessary for the raising, main e and

st of the trees planted. It is envisaged that a total of 37.5 million seedlings
:?;‘v:,e made available during the Project period of § years at the.ratc of 7;2
million seedlings per year. The overall cost of the component is estimated to b
Rs. 10.5 millions.

6. FODDER PLANTATION

The Project envisages the establishment of Fodder Farms wherever there
isa demand to provide fodder for stail feeding of livestock. Silvi-pastures with

fodder trees planted at a wider espacement and indigenous grasses and legumes

sown in the intervening spaces will also be raised under this component.

1,050 hectares will be brought under this component annually, covering an area

of 5,250 hectares during the Project period of 5 years at an expenditure of
Rs. 7.82 millions.

It is also proposed to arrive at suitable norms to see that the considerable
revenue which - shall accrue to the Panchayats by way of the 50% share is

utilised profitably by the Village Panchayat in Forestry Development Programmes
or related cottage industries in the village.

The implementation of the Project commenced during the year 1981-82
and 2 years of the project period have been gone over. Looking back at the
performance and achievements during these two years and the likely accomplishment
during 1983-84, we cannot but exude an air of fulfilment and satisfaction over the
results obtained and of confidence for the future. The targets have been literally

" fulfilled for both the years gnd judging from the performance sa far recorded
duriug 1983-84, the targets during this year 100 will be fulfilled.

Social Forestry which is a tradition of ancient Tamil calture and part of

our rich heritage, has travelled a long and arduous way. Like Cauvery, the
sacred river of Tamil Nadu, this cultural heritage has flowed from the past to
the present and will move into the future which promises greater fulfilment

and satisfaction.

TARGET AND ACRIEVEMENT

>

Target for Achievement
SYers | iGui ang Do fheend  Perceneee
f Component 1981-82 to N of 1982-8 ;
Name 0 p {985 - 86 1982-83 (2 years) achievement
1. Tree cultivation” incentive and extension 5,0 o 142.75 lakhs  143.17 lakhs  More than
programme (Number of seedlings distri- 100
buted)
i Lo amboke plains 14,700 4,200 2,807 67
2. (i) Tree Planting in poramboXe p hectares hectares hectares
. T hills 24,500 7,260 7,031 97
(ii) Tree Planting in poramboke hi hectares hectares hectares
‘ 1,32,000 45,490 42,244 93
3. Tank foreshores hectares hectares hectares
) " 6,075 Kms. 2,580 Kms. 3,138 Kms. More than
Strip Plantations . : | oo
5. Fodder Plantations 5,250 hectares 725 hectares 398 heéctares 55
. e -

T



Developing marine shrimp culture
through pens is a pilot project in
Killai. This project is-being executed
by the FAO/SIDA Bay of Bengal
Programme in cooperation with the
Tamii Nadu Directorate of Fisheries.

The pilot project on pen culture
of shrimps started at Killai, 250 kms
from Madras, in May 1982. Located
in . Chidambaram taluk of South
Arcot district, the Ki'lai backwaters
are formed by a network of canals
and creeks connected to Vellar river
in the North, and Coleroon river in
the South. These backwaters are
famous for their marine fauna, rich
in variety and quantity.

What is pen culture? The culture
of marine shrimp in lagoons or
backwaters englosed in parts with
suitable netting material, is knownas
pen culture,

The Governmentis already tryingto
develop pond culture. The fact that
extensive areéas of shallow backwaters
and lagoons are available encouraged
the aquaculturists to take up this
project and test whether pen culture
1s a pos:ible technology for the area.

P ,ir,../ﬁl.’.' .
FI
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The sandy nature of the coastal soil,
the characteristically  fow tidal
amplitude, and the combination
of high temperature and high salinity
condition resulting in  biological
stresscs as frequently observed in
coastal fish ponds, are certain ad-
vantages of pen culture. This method
would not call for expensive and
complicated pond and shiice con-
struction, nor would it require a
fuel-dependent pump or any mecha-
pical assistance for filling, replenish-
ing, exchanging and draining of
water. Pen constructionrequires low
capital investment; it can be con-
structed easily and quickly with
little training and manpower. It is
ready for full-scale production as
soon asitis installed, made pestfree
and stocked with seed. The whole
structure can be shifted to another
place if considered necessary.

The project site in Killai is located
in a mangrove forest where a pen
cottage -was sct up to serve as a
laboratory, and storage room .Soon
it became a major attraction for the
local fichermen. But, when four

pens with nylon webbing encircling
an area of. 475 hectares were erected,
the fishermen reacted sharply. They
cliimed that the scientists were
intruders denying the local fishermen
the small income they derive from
the backwater catch. The scientists
sought the help of the Yocal leaders
and educated youth to convince the
fishermen that they would be the
main beneficiaries of the project.
They also took a few local fishermen
to work in the project, assisting in
seed collection, pest removal and
harvest. '

The seeds raised in the nursery
cages were stocked in the pens which
had to be cleared of pests and pre-
dators, During the rearing period
the staff had to wage a war with
crgbs which came in large numbers
to“cut the meshes. Another foe was
the cat-fish with pointed spines
which picrced the fect while wading
through the waters. A vigil was set
up day and night, .Harvest was
planned at the end of 80 days
rearing. The harvest fromfour pens
yielded more than 1300 kgs of
shrimps valued at Rs. 6,000. The
rearing of white shiimp in low saline
conditions wak taken up . At the
end of 117 days the catch fetched
more than Rs.6,300 from three pens.
A fourth pen was harvested 43 days
later . It produced 71 kgs of shrimps
worth Rs. 3,000/-

Identifying  more effective
ways and means to protect the nets
from crab cuts and control un-
wanted animals in the pens, is one
of the priority research activities.

Success inlarger pens would ‘pro-
vide a viable new technology, for the
development of brackish water
shrimp culture in shallow waters of
Tamil Nadu.

Dnredane. .2 ¥ T
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'i‘amilnadu, is about 130,069

% _¢ $q.kms. in extent of which 20910

$q. kms. i.e. about 167 of the total
land area is under forest cover.
Nevertheless in having a varied
topography ranging from the high
ranges of Western ghats down to
near desert conditions in Ramnad
District, and the tidal swamp forests
in its coast with their own floristic
composition, the State fends itself
to a great many types of forests. .

These forests provide the home
for a diversity of animals that
include the Elephant, Tiger, Panther,
Gaur, Sambar, Sloth bear, Black
buck, Four horned antelope 2nd
several species of primates including
the endangered Liontailed macaque
etc.

Consequent to the implemerta-
1972, Tamilpadu has mede good

management. Realising the import-
ance of wildlife conservation, and
that if a species once lost is lost
for ever, Tamilnadu has set apart
quite a few sizeable areas as
Wildlife Sanctuaries, and a National
Park.

There are eight Sanctuaries,
one National Park and 17 Water
Bird Refuges, covering a total land
area of over 10% of the total forest
area. A few more sanctuaries are
on the anvil.

“Apositive way of saving what is
left of our wildlife is to manage and
develop the habitat to make it
suitable for wildlife to live and
breed in tranquility. Withtheseobjec-
tive; only, most of the Sanctuaries
have been constituted. To achieve
these objectives, a definite manage-
ment plan for each sanctuary for the
conservation,developmentand better
management of flora and fauna
has been drawn. These plans are
intended for a period of 10 years,
and contain prescription for various
objectives.

The State Government, as well -
tion of the Wildlife (Protection) Act as the Government of India had - -
od  provided necessary funds to achieve -
progress in the work of wildlife the targets.

The first and ;foremost work s
zonztion for the sciei:tificand inten-

sive management of the sanctuary. §
For this purpose & sanctuary is to be
divided into specific zones depend-of

ing upon the needs and objectives.

o~
A certain portion of the sanctuary
is to be set apart as the sanctum-
sanctorum or the wilderness zone,
where ro tourist activity or forest
activity is to be taken up. Similarly

. a buffer zone, surrounding the sanc-

tuary area to take up the spilkover
or surplus wildlife population of
the sanctuary. :

The next step is protection.
This involves protection of area
against, encroachment, cattle graz-
ing and otherhforms of land abuse
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and smuggling of timber and re-
moval of fuel. Similarly the protec-

tior for the fauna involves preven- B

tion of poaching or trapping.

The next step involves forest
management and improvement 1o the
habitat.

This includes water .and soil
conservation, improvement of fodder

resources, and drinking water facili-

ties for the animals around the year. i3
This has been achieved by construct- X y
ing check dams across smalf streams, ot o

and rivulets, digging percolation < i
lh ”

ponds, planting of various browse
species. '

Many of the check dants have B

made small water spread areas,

thereby making the vegetations:
around greener and planting - of§

various types of fodder plants, and]}
bly improved the habitat,

Bamboos constitute the main i

fodder of animals like elephants.?
To achieve this the bamboo clumps
have to be maintained in a state of
high production. By scientific tend-
ing this objective has been achieved.

Fruit bearing trees, like banyan,
mango, gmelina arborea, cordia-
myxa etc. have been planted around
the water holes. Palatable and
nutritious grasses have been plant-
. edincertain areas to improve fodder
supply.

Disease prevention is a major
work carried out in all sanctuaries.
This is achieved by regulating cattle
grazing, and also compulsory vacci-
nation of cattle which have access
to the area against contagious and
infectious diseases like Foot and
Mouth, Rinderpest; Humorrhagic
Septicaemia Black Quarter™ etc.
These diseases, can also aﬂgct the
wild ungulates. By carrying out
preventive vaccination of grazing
cattle in and around the sanctuary;
the spread of these diseases have been
checked.

Commuuication facilities like a
net work of roads, have been provid-
ed in the sanctuaries for effective
patrol, protection and management
of the sanctvary.

Tourism though plays a sub-
ordinate role to the conservation of
wildlife, is important in that, it
plays an educative and recreational
role and to some extent provide
income to the sanctuary.

“"« &

grasses in thosc areas has considera- SN
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Tourist facilities like well provid-
ed rest houses, transport facilities,
for taking the tourists around the
tourism zone, and camping grounds
have. been provided in all the sanc-
tuaries. These facilities are intend-
ed to people of all income groups.

In some of the sanctuaties
tourists are being given elephant
rides to view wildlife. For this
purpose elephants are being main-
tained and are very popular.

The staff in the sanctuary are .
being provided with basic ameni-
ties such as resideutial quarters to
live with their family, medical facili-
ties in case of sickness.

s

Captive Breeding programme :

The mugger or the marsh croco-
diles were bred in captivity in
Anamallai and Muodumalai Sanc-
tuaries. Eggs of crocodiles which
were laid in wild conditions were
collected and set for hatch and
siblings hatched out were reared in
captivity, the ultimate object being
to release them in their original
habitat. ‘

In this, we have achieved signi-
ficant success and a pilot crocodile
farm has -been approved by the
Government of India for the com-
mercial exploitation of this species
in our State.

Similarly in all the elephant

camps, the captive clephants, have
been giving birth to calves at regu-
lar intervals and the elephant camps
at Mudumalai and Topslip have
the distinction of producing large
number of calves born in captivity.

In Kalakkad Sanctuary which
has been formed to preserve the
endangered liontailed macaque, the
habitat improvement work included
provision of food trees for the
selective feeding macaques.

‘Obsesvation towers have been
constructed in several places In
sanctuaries not only to view wildlife,
but also for the study of wildlife and
also as a protection measure.

Research :

. Research scholars and scientists
have been given facilities for F¢
search on various problems connect-
ed with wildlife.

One research scholar, founded
by the State Government is doing
the study of Gaur in Mudumalai
Wildlife Sanctuary.

Thus in every sphere of work
the sanctuaries have achieved signi-
ficant success by providing better

facilities for the fauna. This has.

led the State Government for declar-
ing the Anamellai Wildlife Sanc-
tuary as .a National Park.

The ‘dry ever green forests’
typical of the coastal region consti-
tute the Guindy National Park has
within itself about 350 Bfack Buck,
the most endangered species of
antelope and about 700 spotted
deers. The ‘Madras Snake Park’,
which is run by the Madras Snake
Park Trust is situated within the
National Park in an area leased out
to the Snake Park Trust by the
Tamil Nadu Government.

There are about 200 species of
trees, shrubs, herbs and grasses
which are all indigeous. The vege-
tationds of low type, not exceeding
on an average 6 metre height, mostly
with thorny species like Acacias.

The chief attraction of the
National Park is the occurence of
the elegant Black Buck, the only
respresentative  of the  genus
antelope in India. From _the
available information 1t &
gathered that, Black Buck was for
the first time introduced in Raj
Bhavan Forests during 1924 by
Lord Willington, the then Governor

_of Madras. Other animals such
as Bonnet Monkey, small Indian

Civet Cat, Jungle Cat, Palm civet
cat, mangoose and other rodents

are also common. Among reptiles
one can come across —monetor

lizard, tortoise and many Speci€S |ife size model of the prehisteric
of snakes too, The National Park peealosarous are added attractior,
abound in bird life which are in- periodical screening of filmstrips on
degenuous and migrants are also Wijldlife are conducted and also
not uncommon. basic cor.epts about common ani-
. ) mals are also displayed thro
Situated within the Guindy chartsand informat}:)ny:gards. "Il‘hg‘;
National P%:rll‘g‘dls theP C":uldirle_nﬁ children can also fondle and handle
Corner or Children’s Park which the free ranging goose and gander
was inaugurated on 14-4-1959 by and peacocki &8 -
the late Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru. The Children’s Corner is- A permanent Wildlife Museum
8.8 hectares in extent and inten- has been sanctioned to be construct- -
sively used with a primary emphasis ed at a cost of Rs. 25.13 lakhs this
on animal observation and study. year and preliminary works are
There are 18 species of mamurals, under progress. Staff amenities and
8 species of reptiles and 19 species further improvement will be also
of birds caged and displayed for undertaken to the tune of 4.81 lakhs.
the visitors who can observe them
at close quarters. Further there The Guindy National Park is
are other recreational facilities to an ideal site in the proximity of the
visitors and children like elephant city dwellers to study flora, fauna
ride, pony ride, midget-train ride, and avifauna with regard to their
playthings like scasaws, slides and habitat, ecotone edge efforts and
watch towers. A mini_library is animal behaviour.
also available for use. Fossils and '



_ Tamilnadu is endowed with a

rich variety of fauna. To protect
and preserve these animals and
birds, the State Government has
constituted one Natjonal Park and
several ganctuaries. A few more
Sanctuaries are in the anvil.

The forests of this State conizin
several animals such as the elephant,
gaur, varieties of deer, tiger, panther,
sloth bear etc. Some of the rare
species of animals such as the Lion
tailed macaque, the tlack tuck
~ and the Nilgiri tahr are found in

considerable numbers. In addition,
Tamilnadu is noted for its rich
variety of avifauna-both migrant
and resident. With such a variety,
it is necessary to have an idea of the
population statistics of the more
important animals. For this pur-
pose periodical census of all the
important species of animals which
is an important one in Wildlife
Management are done.

Unlike the census of human
population, or domestic livestock,
wildlife census is more difficult due
to various factors, such as difficult
terrain, poor visibility and the ten-
dency of the animals to shy away
from the presence of human beings.

The methods of counting or
collecting data will depend upon the
species, the season of the year, the
habitat and various other factors.
The census methods may be broadly
classxﬁe_d as * Direct Count’, where
the animals are easily visible and
can be counted, such as elephants,
deer, gaur efc., and * indirect count’
where the presence of the animals

o

such as tigers and panthers cannot
be easily noticed. In such cases
the evidence of their presence such

- as foot prints or pug marks, excreta,

kills etc. will be taken note of, and

the data analysed to assess their

nnmber.

The Direct Count may be ‘Total’
or ‘partial’ depending upon the cir-
cumstances, such as terrain, the
number of animals and  various
other factors. For accurate results
total count is desirable, but not
alwa_ys practicable. [n such cases,
partial or sampling technique may
be made at random, particularly in
case of largs flocks of birds, herds of
deer etc. Every method has ifs
own advantages and limttations,
By repeated survey, it is possible to
correctly assess the population of
various animals in a given area.

In the sanctuaries of Tamilnadu
census of various animals are under-
taken frequently. State wide census

was resorted to in the case of tigers,

elephants and gaur.

In the case of tiger the State
wide census was under taken in 1972
and 1979. During 1979, the State
was reported to have had a popula-
ton of 65 tigers s against 33
numbers counted in 1972. The census
operation will be repeated in 1984.

Similarly, the State wide ele-
phant cenisus operations, were under-
taken for the first time in 1979,
synchronising with the operations
in the neighbouring States of Kar-

hataka and Kerala. This was done
for the main reason that elephant
populations are found all along
western ghats, and in areas border-
ing Karnataka and Kerala States
and these herds are found to migrate
to and from these States. Hence
simultaneous census was undertaken
on 15-5-79 in areas South of Palghd
gap and on 29-5-79 in areas lying
north of Paighat gap, since, cle-
phants do not migrate through the
gap either way. Hence the total
count method was adopted and
actual sightings alone were recorded.
The census operations were repeat
in 1983 ie. o0 30-4-83 m 'all the
three Southern States. Duiring 1979
the census figures revealed that
Tamilnadu hed 8 gopulatlon of 2994

Balf

elephants. n 1583:in addition to
clephants, gaur were also counted
and the population of elephants was
only 2179 and gaur 2244. This
decrease in population of elephants
was due to State wide drought condi-
tions. A coriesponding increase in-
the neighbouring States was observ-
ed, thereby confirming our findings.
In the case of elephants, the males,
females and juveniles are separately
recorded to have an idea of their
breeding potential. .
As regards other ammal.hfe
tlack buck and chital in Guindy

ed National Park, and Point Calimere

is being undertaken regularly. In
carrying out census work, the help
of naturalists and volunteers from

various

B e on .
A)

wildlife organisations, in ed

-addition to the forest staff, have
been utilised.

The following are the details
of some of important species of
animals found in sanctuaries and

& other places :

% 1. Elephants :—
. Whole State—1983 .22

Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary. 443 -

+ AnamallaisWildlife Sanctuary. . 356

2. Gaur :—

9 Whole State—1983 .22
; 4 Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary, 211
]

Anamallais Wildlife Sanctuary. 393

3. Tigers :—

Whole State—1979 .. 65
Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary. 20
Anamallais Wildlife Sanctuary. 16

4. Black Buck :—(There had
been general increase in the
population of Black Buck and
Chital when compared to 1981
and 1982) .

' '. Whole State .. 4035

Guindy Park .. 631
Point Calimere ..2870

5. Chital :— .

Whole State ..3500
Guindy Park 127
Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary. 1132

6. Sambur :—
Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary. 215
Mundanthurai Wildlife Sanc-

tuary .. 103
7. Nilgiri Tabr :— '
Whole State .. 1450
Nilgiris .. 630
Anamallais .. 450

The census operations have
revealed a healthy general building
up of the numbers of the various
animals in the sanctuaries because’
of better conditions obtained there
and strict protective measures adopt-

T % . * "3 .




;Today India ranks among t
leading industrial nations otg tll::
world. The Five Year Plans have
‘l.:;ougltyt aoout technological trans-
formation in its agri
industrial fields. gricaltural and

In addition to the gener
al -
grammes of dcvelopmcxg)t a spgioal

© activity was initiated in 1975 to

26

lighten the hardships of various

groups. This w :
Programme. as the 20 point

A new 20 Point Pro
)| gramme
;}repared,'whlch the Prime Mini;::
thrm:. Ir}dnra Gandhi announced to
e Nation ~n 14 January, 1982.

The Tamilnadu G i

. _ overnment in
gnplem;ntmg the new 20 Point
Frogramme has exceeded the target
18 a pumber of schemes.

The study made by th
Governn}ent shows thayTafng%]:zzlx
L Rachneved significant progress,
. ural employment, Rural Water
1upply, giving Pattas for house-
€58 and rural electrification schemes
The Tamil Nadu Government has
won great appreciation in popularis-
ing the fargnly planning scheme and
implementing it. Tamil Nadu
zttg;lec}g st\;tgi(r;ost in implementation
€ - 1€NnC
ing its tarans y scheme and achsev-
. Thefirstpoint of the programme
:isevt(; Increase irrigation p%:temial‘

€velop and discriminate technolo-
tgxcs and inputs of dry land agricul-
ure. The Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment while implementing it, has
proposed to set up agricultural ex-
:ens:pn scpemes in 200 places and
Io dlssemm?.te the technologies in
982-83. Till July 1982, 146 exten-
21::11755:1111emtes we;e set up and about
, ectares
as cultivable lan?l‘: been comverted

The Government of Tamil N

C ad
has achieved appreciable results alsg
in the second point of the 20 Point
Programme, viz, increasing the pro-
duction of pulses and oil seeds.

_ The Tamil Nadu-Co-operati
Oilseeds Grower’s Federatli)cem ‘.;:
up in 1982, with the assistance of the
National Dairy Development Board
has taken ¥p a project to grow oil
seeds. The dpro;ect is scheduled to
be completed at a cost of Rs. 11.45
crores in 7 years. The Government
is keen on setting up an Oilseed
Development Corporation.

_ Tamil “"adu stands foremost in
implementingthe 3rd point of streng-

thening and extending the Integrated

/@V pournt
prograumnime

aled N2 awmeong Ihe
Stales e Hie Coun o
fhe 20 Pout fro

fi-ng surpius 1and and complete

compilation of land records by re-
Und moving ail administrations and le
Sufficies er the first phase of the Self obstacles, the Government is mple-
69 iency Scheme 3,131 habitats in menting it keenly.

ancha){at unions have been
g;g:n :d with drinking water at a 1t is proposed to implement the
. gtﬁ Rs. 2,100 fakhs. 4,220 km scheme of surveying the 30,000 sg.
Re l,2°f link roads at a cost of miles of 1and in five years, at a cost
matherza‘ml:kgé‘ll:iave been laid. 228 of Rs. 1.48 crores.

v hild care centres and While i ;

;lre}_dm_pensanes have been built. Ceiling Actmg:mézgng x:,he tmg

Iminary works at a cost of Rs. g} erament Wi
513 crores ha 4 50 see to the proper distribution
The sch . have been finished. of pattas for lands
the r:" m:il;licnl; l;b:mg lmpltejmgmed in ’

n¢

cost of Rs. 1o crol-‘:?t nionsata

. s S o'd

Rural Developm, Lt : <q
ciency Schemes. ent and Self Su

_ Payment of minimum wages for
agricultural labour was revised in
1979. The district collectors have

. The 4th point of Land refk
i o clorms, been di i i
agricultural land ceilings, distribut- e (o0 Hiuo, the strict

AJ
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In 1979-80, the revenue firkas
were reorganised and 323 addi~
tional revenue officers were posted
in 323 revenue firkas. As a first
phase 30,000 agricultural
labourers without any support are
receiving aid.

s

In the rehabilitation of bonded
labourers Tamil Nadu Government
has done well.

2,920 bonded labourers have
been identified and released in 10
districts. In Kalrayan hills 24,945
labourers were released and rehabili-
tated. Rs. 1,000 is given as aid to
those bonded labourers who are
poor. So far Rs. 1,71,000 has been

spent.

It is a matter of pride to note
that Tamil Nadu stands in the fore-
front in implementing the schemes
under the 7th point for the welfare
of Adi Dravidars and Tribals.

18-/. of beneficiaries are Adi
Dravidas in the public sector.Under
Integrated Rur: Development pro-
gramme 60/, of the Adi Dravidas
will be benefitted.

Hostels were constructed at 2
cost of Rs. 219.33 lakhs by the Adi
Dravidar Housing Development
Corporation. It is proposed to

‘build 139 builaings at a cost of Rs.

‘the allotment will be raised to Rs.
119.56 crores.

Under the 8th point of supply
of drirking water to all problem
villages, Tamil Nadu has made

significant progress.

Upto 1980-3,387 villages were
© provided with drinking water faci-
¢ [ities at a cost of Rs. 2,598 )akbs.
14,582 villages had to be supplied
in 1980-81. Under the Self Suffi-

ciency Scheme drinking water 15
" being provided to all these villages.

The 9th point of expanding the
programme of providing housing
facilities in rural areas, the scheme
is being expedited.

In 1982-83, house sitcs were
distributed to 36,180 families. From
1980-81 to 1984-85 2 lakh houpes
will be built. In 1981-82, the co-
operative year, 87,313 houses were
built for Adi Dravidars and 22,738
for the others. The loan extended
was Rs. 4,815.92 lakhs.. It is pro-
posed to build 40,000 houses in
1982-83. Upto 30-9-82,18,208 houses
were built.

The 10th point : improve the
environment of slums, implement
programmes of house building for
408.90 lakhs. In 1980-81, 31,123 economically weaker sections is be-

house-sites and 1,859 acres of land ing implemented by the Govern-

at a cost of Rs. 122.05 lakhs have ment of 'I:amll Nadu.

been acquired. In 1980-81, a sum ) ]

of Rs. 5,28,900 was provided for the The Tamil Nadu Housing Board

scheme of inter-caste marriage, cach has proposed to build 5,065 houses
1983 and the Slum Clearance

ouple being paid Rs. 4,300. in .
couple being P Board 2,935 houses for the economi-

To provide educational facilities cally weaker sections.
for the Adi Dravidars and Tribes and Lo o
raise their living standards, a sum of The 11th point is to maximise:
Rs. 105.85 crores have been allo- power generation, improve the gene-
cated in the budget which would ration of electricity and electrify
benefit about 1.60 lakh of Adi all the villages. Under the deve-

Dravidars and hill tribes in 1982-83. lopment programme 35%, has been
In the financial year of 1984, 1.80 aliocated for the development of

lakh families will benefit for which power.

o 1+

ey




The sixth plan outlay for pow:
developmgnt 1s Rs. 1,530 c‘:gre:
Out of this Rs. 572.3 crores is allo-
cated for power genegation and Rs.
325 crores for transmission and dis-

tribution. It is to be noted tha
Rs. 115 crores have bee: tted for
1 allotted
rural electrification. ot
Work is in progress in the maj
- - or
power projects like Mettur Thern'),al,

Servalar, Kadambarai, K

valar, . dah V
additional unit and l o
hydes ragoc Lower Mettur

In 197576 the capital
iatly l:‘or ci)lectricity was Rs.pisacroorg:
as been increased )
crores in 82-83. °d to Rs. -220

Out of the 15,735 haml
15,639 have been electrified. e;s;;
1982-83, 19,497 pumpsets have been
energised. Tamil Nadu stands first
In energising agricultural pumpsets.

To pursue vigor
ously program-
;nes of afforestaiion, social and
O?rn;) forestry and the development
energ;ldges and other alternative
sources constitutes the aim
of the 12th point.

In 11981-82, wunder vari
3 : rious
schemes. trees were planted in

Pl Y

61,997 hectares. Trees were plant-
ed after determining to plant them in
atleast 56,510 hectares on road
sides, besides Railway tracks, river
banks to a length of 1,665 k.m.

Out of a total target for deve-
loping 61,300 hectares under Social
forestry scheme 43,000 hectares
will be developed. In 1981-82
under this scheme, trees were plant-

ed in an area of 2 lakh hectares out- #
side the periphery of the reserved -

forest.

implemented in 4 districts.

Under the Social Forestry scheme
it is proposed to grow forests in a
period of 5 years from 1981-82, at 8
cost of Rs. 45 crores, on 1,75,000
hectares and plantation for a length
of 60,075 metres. This will be done
with the financial assistance of the

Swedish Government.

The aim of the 13th point is to
promote family planning on 2
voluntary basis as a people’s move-
ment.

The population of the country
which was 34.3 crores in 1947 has
risen to 68.4 crores in 1981. The
aim of the VI plan is to reduce the
birth rate to 21 %, the death rate to
9 and the infant mortality rate to

IOW 500,. .

Family planning is spread as a

people’s movement through exhibi-

With the aid of the Central
Government, this scheme is being

tions, village dramas, dramas, short
films in all the corners of Tamilnadu.
The outlay for 1983-84 -is Rs.
1,082.66.

The Tamil Nadu Government
" has concentrated on implementing
the Family Planning Programme
and has won the appreciation of the
Indian Government.

The 14th point is to substana

tially augment primary health care
facilities and control of diseases.

With the goal, Health for all
by 2000 A.D. the Government
implements  various  schemes.
An integrated approach to pro-
vide drinking water, bygine, nutri-
tious food, education and health

e o L . .
was tak:n up in rural areas. Faci-




n

lites were provided for doctors to
practic: and give meuaical aid for
3 moaths in villages. Mobile eye
dlspgnsarles, control of leprosy, pre-
vention of T. B, E. S. 1. sch,emes
for handloom weavers and cigar
workers are being implemented.

The 15th point says : program-

mes for welfare of women an

children should be accelerated, nutr?-
tion programmes for pregnant
women, nursing mothers and child-
ren specially in tribal, hill and back-
ward areas should be speeded up.

The nutritious meal programme integrated programme to deliv
. . . er a
hﬁ:rfwked appreciation from all package of serl\;/ices to the children
?n p ers for its successful imple- in the age-group of 6 montns to 3
o limo.n. 169 chnld.welfare centres years, 3 years to 6 years, and preg-
arell nctioning exclusnvgly for Tribal nant and lactating mothers. The
o rerll, mhfalrayan_ hills, Javvadi services contemplated are supple-
mala;i Siadcdhl _malan‘, Aranoothu mentary nutrition, immunisation,
e e 49cn malai etc., An out- health check-up, referal services,
oo :h , ﬁSlakh_shnsbcen provid- health and natrition education and
The Irt ¢ Nnancial year 1983-84. non-formal education in an inte-
SoE ntegrated Child Development grated manner. A total number of
:r\jices scheme is being implement- 129 child welfare centres are being
;{ ‘lm 300 Anganvadis in Madras, run in Madras city. With effect
ilakottai and Thally. gom_ 15-9-1982, the Chief Minister’s

utritious . Meal Progra

The Maternal ard Child Health been sabstituted inPthcgse l:::\lteresl.ms

Services scheme under Mad -
Urban Development Project wli'?li The Social Welfare Department

the assistance of World Bank is an {408 4 orphanages one each at

Madras city, Madurai, Kanya-
kumari and Salem. The children
are provided with food, snelter,
clothing and medical attention and
developmental services of education.

The Tamil Nadu Integrated
Nutrition Project is to improve the
health and nutrition of the people-
Under this scheme, pregnant women
and lactating mothers and pre-
primary school children will benefit.
The plan allotment is Rs. 35.78
crores. The World Bank aid is
26.88 crores.

Spread universal clementary
education for the age group 6-14
with special emphasis on girls, and
simultaneously involve students and
voluntary agencies in programmes
for the removal of adult illiteracy is
the aim of the 16th point.

The Government of Tamil Nadu
- this field.

has achieved amazing progress in

It is moteworthy to poiat out

that our State has already ©

the annaal target in gdldltloag :;:
boys and girls 2

ro:)::;n:”g ‘6-143{ The budget out}ay

for education is Rs. 356 crores otl:

1983-34. It is 21% of the total ou

lay of Rs. 1,654 crores.

il under the age BrouP
6-11 clzel:l:gezl}’/o and 11-14 ic 66.63%

have been enrollea.

dis- .
Text books and slates are
tribated free of cost to poor children
studying in classes 1->-

has
A sum of Rs. 3.04 ciores D
been allocatea for adult education

| non-formal education. LT ef
?lllled Rural Functional Lateracy tp;g.
gramme, 3,900 centres ar® fanc ‘me
ing. Adult Education Progrirg““
has been started in 6,100

Education Centres under the Self

i 63
Sufficiency Scheme. About 65,
adults benefitted in the ﬁrstbpha;:
of the 1,710 centres run bY the
voluntary agencies agslstedz 3& pe
Government of India. 22  $r.83
literacy centres were run in 1 benn;
An additional 426 centres will
in 1983-84. y

A scheme of .vocational Non-
Formal education for adult,s1 in
urban areas was tried in 1980-81 in

150 centres.

.  Asse cloth has been produced dut of a
Th ti forts of the State diswrict and 572 in Tirunelveli 415 target of 6,30,000 metres for 1982-83.
- The active € trict.

: Adult . .
Government in the ficld of ) The 19th point says:—Continue
Literacy in recent years have WOR  j j,erqlize investment procedue o action poagams{ smugglers,
inter-pational recognn_tlondJ_i]i:d ;:; and streamline industrial polie:es tto hoarders and tax evaders and check
State Department of Adu ensure timely completion of proje¢ si black money.

Non-Formal Education won from oooe handicrafts, hand looms, smal

. the prestigious ; industries all facilities to o L.
e ein Kropaayn Litriey Award S0, pdte it SCIO01O8Y ragy war. trnced S Rvenss
for 1982. - is explained in the 18th point. officials and excise officials are con-

1 blic distribution y . . ducfing surprise raids on smugglers
t Enxpa&?'o?;hp‘:nﬂe fair price  The time for issue ou&“mcs and blackmarketers of rice.

;lyxso;S, ’ including mobile shops in has been substantially reduced. - The 20th point says: Improve
far-flung arcas and t;ctpi;:m::;: The development of small scale the working of public enterprises
strong consumer pro industries has made appreciable by _increasing efficiency, capacity,
ment. progress. < The progress helps 10 utilization and generation of internal

The 17th point stresses the generate more emP‘:ﬁ)’g’?; 0%1;‘:331 resources. ’

; P i 43 istrict viso .

public vfhsmbuuon system ﬁg‘;,n gsD;:tenheld Y eolve the pm& ) Tth basic _sou nﬁneu of tl:e
’ ; ublic dis- p} f the industrialists then and policy of assigning a ominant role
ib In :‘:n;ntle: ;f";eg,'; il,’npleme_nt- ?h::? oTin March 1983, assistance to the public sector has been demons-
tr .‘“;ﬁ thz districts. 118 1akh family has been given to 41 sections in the trated by the progress made in the
o have been distributed. 17,844 pandloom and small industries sec- last decades. The structural trans-
:ayds -c: :hops are functioning out tors, Assistance has been rendered formation that has been brought
b p!lh 15.482 are in rural areas.;; 790 sections in the small industries about would not have been possi le
of which 15, ) field and 212 sections in the hand- lsmt for 'It‘ge ;lmuame latakeu byjtl;e
“ i 3 tate. e huge outlay invested m -
Unaer the mil Nadu Crog) foom sector. the cconomic and social fields, its
;:lhem_e (t:':,iporation' )$  running In 1983, 8 uew Handloom approach todthe !:ldustnal flixzsm to
e : f ’ rative Societies were promote industrial output in~
1,823 fair price shops i South Arcot. weavers' o000 got duced a conducive tmosphere for -

istr mapuri in which 2,544 members got )
g::::.f:’ ?l(:?:h s?:p;“inm‘gganifvur i‘x’zl:)ll?gd; 46,141 metres of Khadi the private sector to develop.
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“ At afunctionheld tofelicitate the
Hon’ble Chief Minister on his ¥
. getting the degree of Doctor of B
w. Lawsfrom Madras University on”
’ 30.10.°83, H.E. the Governor,
Thiru S.L. Khurana is seen
addressing the gathering.

Prof. . D. P. Chattopadhyaya, ERESRNRe

Chairman of the National Comm-
ission of School Teachers met

M the Hon’ble Chief Minister,
Dr. M.G.R., on 13.10.°83.

. The Hon'ble Minister fg
Finance, West Bengal, Dr. Asjy
Mitra met the Hon’ble Mint
for Finance Dr. V. R, Nedu:
zhiyan on 27.10."83.

Tamil Arasu

MOVEMBER (983 VOLIXIV WO 5
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CELEBRATIONS

Mahatma Gandhi’s birthday was
celebrated at Gandhi  Mantap,
Guindy, on 2-10-'83, in a grand
manner. Kavignar Subbu Arumu-
gham’s party entertained the audi-
ence by a Villupattu Programme
on the life of Gandhi .

Thiru CN. Krishna Bharathy,
I.A.S_., Director of Information and
Public Relations in his welcome
speech said: “Tamilnadu has been
associated with the life of Mahatma
Gandbhi at various stages. We should
remember that we have been follow-
ing Mahatma Gandhi’s ideals not
only in the past but even today. The
GOqument of Tamil Nadu has
been in the forefront in implemeating
several programmes of Gandhiji

whether it is the upliftmeat
backward.classes, thg Poor arig ttll::
dovyntrodgien or the welfare of the
Adi-Dravidars or in providing meals
for the poor children and that too
nutritious meals so that they become
iﬁilthzlhcitizens. We will pledge our-
selves that we will alw.
xdia{lls of Gandh iji”.l ays follow the
i_s Excellency the Govern
'['a{nnlnadu Thin}xl S.L.Khuranaoi)rgf
siding over the function said: “We
have gathered here to pay our res-
pectsto the outstanding son of India.
Those ‘who spoke here have referred
extensively to Gandhiji’'s  sociat
ideals, constructive programmes, his
services in the freedom struggle étc
therefore 1 would merely like to
express a few ideas.

Gandhiji had a magic power. Ho
conducted experiments with truth.
He followed truth in politics. He
aroused millions of people. = He
poiated out the degradation and evils

which flourished under the foreign

rule. He prepared thousands of
people to participate in the freedom
str,ugglq. He prepared the people
to sacrifice their homes and court

imprisonment and to face bu
mpriso ‘ llets and

He instilled courage in the peo
to oppose the British imperialI;smpil;
whose empire the‘sun never set”. He
conducted his life in a new pathin
the path of Dharma, in the path
of non-cooperation. Thus he was
able to face the enemies. He was

able to get freedom for India during
his lifetime itself following the path
of Dharma. He also guided the
people suffering under the yoke of
colonial rule. He showed the people
under colonial rule the way to get
freedom. Today we recall this great
person. A few days ago, while
speaking at the U.N. our Hon’ble
Prime Minister Tmt. Indira Gandhi
referred to Mahatma Gandhi and
his high ideals. ‘Today, when the
world is facing a crisis, when it is
on the brink of war, this great leader
is our guide. To save ourselves from
destruction we have to follow his
path, she said.

‘We should follow Gandhiji’s path
of love and truth. Forgetting the
diﬂ'e;ences amongst us we should
behdve with a fraternal spirit. We see
that a ncw generation has come up
after the death of Gandhiji .When
Gandhiji went on a tour, people
gathered in thousands to listen to
his speeches which would arouse
them. Today it is very essential to
give importance to his ideals. His
philosophies and ideologies should
be taught in schools and colleges.

The Government of Tamil Nadu
in its appeal to the Government of
India has requested that a film on
Gandhiji’s life should be producsd in

all languages.

We would not have paid our
debts, to Gandhiji by celebrating
his birthday alone. We should follow

his philosophy and ideologies. Only
then would we have shown our
gratitude. We should take efforts to
create love and unity among the
people. Only when we follow his
teachings would we have discharged
our debts to him.”

The function was inaugurated by
the Hon’ble Chairman of the Legis-
lative Council Dr. M. P. Siva-
goanam. In his inaugural speech he
sara> “Though Gandhi is called the
“Father of the Nation”, if one
recalls his ideals, life and achieve-
ments, he has been the Father of
eatire humanity; which he continues
to be.”

He fought against British and
their imperiilism and brought about
its downfall. It is but ironical that
it is a Bristisher, Sir Richard Atten-
borough, who produced a film on the
tife of Gandhiji which is screened
all over the world and we are wit-
nesses to-its greatness. We also find
people the world over is marvelling
at the achievements of historic
importance portrayed in the film.

We have witnessed his program-
mes; some of us have partigipated in
them; some of us have heard him;
we had accepted his principles. We
have seen him in our midst. We have
also witnessed his tragic end.

Inspite of all this, it is highly
doubtful whether we would have

been affected in the same manner as.

the people in America, Britain or
Africa would have been affected.

Because Gandhi lived amongst
us and worked for us, I wonder
whether we understand his life and
philosophy in the same manner as
the foreigners would.

From his ideals we realize that he
was not only the Father of our
Nation, but of entire humanity.

We Tamils are bound to pay him
respects in a number of ways.

Gandhiji has said that he has
greatest respect for Tamilians. In
the Gandhi Illam at Government
Estate, Madras, the following has
been engraved: “Iflam closest with
any race through culture, it is the
Tamilians”.

In Moscow there is no place
without a statue of Lenin or an
engraving of his golden words. Let
us follgw the jdeals of Mathama
Gandhi.’

The Hon’ble Minister for Infor-
mation and Religious Endowments,
Thiru R.M.Veerappan  declared
open an exhibition of photogn}phs
on the life of Mahatma Gandhi. In
his speech he said:

*This function is a proof that the
people of Tamilnadu bave not for-
gotten Mahatma Gandhl.'Tamllnadu
can be proud of the fact that the

3



name of the brave woman Tillayadi-

Valliammai is remembered next
to that of Gandhiji in the South
African movement.

Thye who kaew Thanthai
Periyar and  Perarignar Anna
well  will realize that Thantahi
Periyar and Perarignar Anna had
differences in a few matters with
Gandhiji but they neverdisputed the

fact that Mahatma Gandhi was a’

great leader who deserved tpe
preise and homage of the entire
nation.

When, the news of Gandhiji’s
death  re.ched Thanthai Periyar
who had been moved  to
tears said that India should
be named “Gandhi Land’\
When Per.rignar Anna spoke over
the All India Radio he called him
the “apostle of the world”. After
assuming the officeof the Chief
Minister Perarignar Annacontinued

to propogate several ideals of
Mahatma Gandhi.

Similarly, the present
Hon’ble  Chief  Minister, s
implementing the programmes of
Mahatma Gandhi, the programmes
which will benefit the people in the
villages. We can understand that the
Hon'ble Chief Minister’s program-
mes are aimed at the villages, which
constitute the “heart” of India.

It was Mahatma Gandhi who
gave us the fundamentals of the
plans that we discuss today, We are
now making efforts to propog.te
vocational education. During the
freedom movement Gandhiji was
experimenting with  con:truction
programmes. He felt that the then
educational system would turn the
people into a ’‘nation of clerks”.
Therefore he instituted vocational
education, so that they could earn
a living,

. I assure that the Gov » t of
Gandhiji had introduced the . A ¢rnment o
. . p Tamil Nadu is prepared to carr
z(fh?f.h scheme. The Government it out under the gble leadershiy
amilnadu has introduced fur- . ’ dership
ther innovative methods to increase ©°f the Hon'ble Chief Minister.
production enormously, thus I also express my gratitudg on be-
ins{tillitx}llg awzu‘l«mess’r N of . Khadi f};";lsf‘é’;gelﬁ ;:&Pli eOch')I:/aeTrlglradl\:v }t‘g
into the people. e rnover . T,
hasincreased by several crores result- has takea great interest in con-
ing in job oppoutunites for ducting this celebration’
thousands of people in the villages. Hon’ble Speaker of the Legislative
The greatest economists have Assembly Thiru K.Rajaram in his
realized that plans drawn should Speech said:
ha\trebvigages as th}fir basefand f;n it Richard Actenbgrough
not be drawn anyhow, as tar as the < as re-
country riswconczr:ed. These basic leased a film onthe life of %\’Iahatma
principles have been evolved by Gandhi whose production costs ex-
Mahatma Gandhi, who hns taught ce¢ds several crores. The filmis not
us that we have to live as human & comprehensive portrayal of
beings in whatever noble ideals we Gandhiji's life. Tnere is a gricvance
follow; whether it is social reform, that several historical events have
economic equality, eradication of not_befnincluded. [tisnot possible
casteism or untouchability. to tnclude the freedom movement
y and the racial struggles in a film
All the 68 crores people of the Tunning only for three hours. There-
country should always accept him {OT€ it would be better if a docu-
as the Father of the Nation who Mmentary ora feature film on Gandhi
guides us and remember him as the 1S taken which depicts his association
leader. We should take a pledge iv;)t%) Tamx{nac‘iu and the Tamilians
accordingly. As far as Gandhiji is ' & novel way which could be
concerned there should be no diffe. Understood by the younger gene-
rcr&ces of opinion or - idoelogical F&tion.
differences. Debate on him is a .
clo;ed chapter. T(; be above debate du[ctezjs 1}12} Tagl}:'}_ians whohﬁrst intrlg-
and act as a guide for the betierment cJoandmp to the world.
e e e on o B Valammar requonsy S
9 e, -
should go, ifl ecc;?;tlixy nshJ:lc‘ib]gre‘ Africa. The Tamil Traders supported
maintained, if the people of the villa- his struggles against racial discrimi-
ges ar; al:lc to speak for themselves, n‘;t’glr;a Thle(se historical facts should
we should have Gandhiji as our ¢ known to the younger
guide. We should formuljate plans generation. It was only aftei seeigng
accordingto hisideals. the agriculturists during his tour of
Tamiinadu that Gandhiji adapted
Today the Governmert of India the loincloth, after seeing the half
should not inly impiement its plans cladt' far:(rilers in Tamilndau.. He
in his footsteps. It should not merely continued to wear it till the end of
recall his birthday once every year, lis life. Even when he participated
it should bets’een thatsteps are taken ]lI,] tl(‘f Rgund Talﬁf—‘ ?onferenc[e.m
to remember him every day. London he wore his famous “loin-
y oo cloth”. The younger generation
should be made aware of such his-
torical events. General U.Thant
who visited Madras in 1968 pointed
out that a number of Gandhiji’s
ideals have been adopted in the At~
lantic Treaty. I would like to make
dn appeal that all the publications of
Gandhiji should be brought out in
all the languages all over the countr
9 / atleast on 2nd of October every year:

Others who spoke on the occasion
were Thiru K.Arunachalam M.L.C.,
Thiru N.Mahalingam, Industrialist
and Tmt. Soundara Kailasam.

Deputy Director for Exhibition,
Information and Public Relations
Department, Thiru R.K. Krishna-
=== _. moorthy proposed a vote of thanks.

Gandhiji’s birthday was celebrated
at Kalaivanar Arangam by the State
Government in Madras on 8.10.’83.
At the commencement of the func-
tion a Villupattu programme by
Kavignar Subbu Arumigim and
Party was held. Through Villupattu
he brought before the andience the
life history of Gandhi. He also dealt
with the welfare schemes of the
Government and Nutritious Meal
Programme, which was appreciated
by the audience.

A symposium on the life and
message of Gandhiji was held in
the moraing session under the
Prestdentship of Thiru Sriral,
Commissioaer of Police.

Hon’ble Chief Minister Dr.
M.G. Ramachandran unv_eiled a
portrait of ‘Gandhiji and delivered &
speech.

The Hon'ble Chief Minister in his
speech said:

“On this occasion when I have been
given an opportunity to _speak
during the birthday celebrations of
Mzhatma Gandhi, I wish to express
my gratitude to Perarignar Anna.

The word ‘Mahatma’ should be
considered a philosophy. Nothing
further should be added. The
Gandhian philosophy should be
used to teach people of what we know

and what we have forgotten to
tell them and to draw up future
programmes. It is my wish that
nothing further is added to it.

While paying tributes to Mahatma
Gandhi I have also been paid tribute
as Chief Minister.

Today, we are feeding 67 lakhs
children, under the nutritious meal
schemes. At present the children -
aged 5 and 6 who get nutritious
meals will be 21 years old, fifteen
years hence.

It is the duty of who ever is in
power to do the needful to the
people. It is the order of the day.




Whoever is in power willhelp to
implement the programmesWehave
to formulate schemes today to pro-
blems which may arise 15 years
_hence.

We do not want to burden
those who come after us. We are
going to introduce vocational edu-

tation which will provide career for

the future. Students in schools should

have 4 days of study, 2 days of .

vocational training, and bave rest
for a day. With this training they
wil) get a certificate which will be
useful in getting employment.

The Government and workshops
providing training, should have
statistics of the students trained.
The students should be induced to
learn a number of vocations. of their
choice. Vocational education should
be linked with the village economy.
This scheme would need Rs. 1,000
crores perannum,

The daily necessities of the people
should be oroduced so that there is
no unemployment in the  villages.
This will raise the economic standard
of the country. It is only our State
that implements such  non-plan
schemes. When the noon-meal
scheme was introduced people were
wondering where the State would
find the finance forit.

People were wondering whetherthe
scheme could be implemented with
only a nominal allocation in the
budget. Buttoday the schemeis not
onlybeingimplemented but would be
continued in the future also. We are
also taking steps to give vocational
training to students. They need a
guarantee for securing a job as soon
as they complete their training. In
this regard, I had a discussion with
a few industrialists, who assured mre
that they would renderall possible
assistance. Thus, I expect assistance
to come from all over Tamilnadu.

Tomorrow the student should not
be faced with any uncertainty re-
garding job opportunity. A man will
not get the desire to hoard money
if he is assured that he would get
employment. It is the Government
which should take up the responsi-
bility.

This is the philosophy of Mahatma
Gandhi. Itis the self-sufficiency in
village economy. We see that under-
desirable habits are growing in a
society in the guise of modem
trends. We must understand the
Gandhian philosophy to put an end
to these unhealthy trends. That is

the reason to hold this function.

) I felt that while Gandhi Jayanthi
is celebrated, symposia and
discussions shouldbe heldin which
learned persons should be made to
participate.

Some one who spoke this morning
about the film on Gandhi said that a
documentary should be produced in
which events involving those associa-
ted with Gandhi should be shown.

There is a great error in the
Gandhi film. In the scene where
Mahatma Gandhi is shot, Gandhi
is shown exclaiming, “Oh God”.
But Gandhiji's last words were
“Hare Ram™.

As a great theist he uttered the
word Rama. This film has won 8
awards, given by Americans. Had
we been the judges, we would have
deliberated by and finally awarded

the prize after changing the last
words.

[ want the people to learn the
truth by reading and research,

That is the reason why the

- AIADMK has decided that research

should be done on Anna.

The relaxation on prohibition
fetches Rs. 150 crores revenue,
This income was reaching the
coffers of private capitalists.

The income willbeRs.ZOOcrom
this year, which will be used for

~ welfare schemes.

We do not need this money, if the
paople  decide not to drink
The lcaders should help the people
to come to & decision not to drink.

A change could not be brought
aboutin & dayin a country. There

should:be achangeinthe atmosphere

to bring about a change of heart.

The Chief Minister also distri-
buted old agepensionto 360 Muslim
widows, tools to Adi Dravidars,
Physi handicapped and weaker

~ wections besides distributing loans.
* Tirukkural Thiru V.Munusamy

in hisina said“Gandhiji
fed a life of high moral standards.-
It was Gandhiji who got freedom

for India. Every Indian should ask

himself whether he has the right to
live in & Free India and everyone

should think whether we have contri- Speé

buted any good to the country. We
should live not for ourselves but live
for the sake of the mother

try to follow atleast to some extent

_thewayshownbyhim.”

The. Police Commissioner Thiru
Sripal, IPS in hisspeech said “It

" is but fitting that the Govern

ment of Tamilnadu is celebrating

Gandhi Jayanthi W

. should highly

be . appreciated.
Gandhiji worked fot.,g:_ . welfare of
the poor and do n. He

achieved greatness through his hard
selfless service. He followed the
path of truth and Ahimsa, Nehruji
said, though Gandhi is dead he is
still living amongst us.Let us take a
pledge to follow the path of
Gandhiji.””

In the symposium in which
Dr. Balachandar spoke on Equality,
Prof. Sathiaseclan on Spirituality,
Thiru Ramalingam on Socialism,
Thiru R. Krishramoorthy on
Freedom, Selvi T. S. Prema on
Politics, and Selvi. S. Premila on
Culture.

Eecrtier, Thira C. N. Krishna
Bharathy L.A.S., Director of Infor-
mation and Public Relations,

welcomed the gathering.  Thiru
R. Krishnamoorthy, puty
Director, information and Public
Rel tions Department proposed
a vote of thanks.

The evening function began with
a Villupattu on ‘‘Gandhi Mahan
Kathai” by Thiru Kothamangalam
Visu, son of Kavignar Kothamanga-
lam Subbu.

Thira A. P.  Muthuswamy,
Secretary to Government, Informa-
tion, Tourism and (Tamil) Culture
Department, welcomed the gather-
ing.

~ Dr. M.P. Sivagnanam,
Chairman of the Legislative Council
presided over the function. In his
ech he said *“We are proud to have
lived during the time of Gandhiji.
This function organised by the

and Government of Tamilnadu in which

people belonging to various religions

participated goes to prove that it is
truly a “National function™.

Inaugurating the function, Hon’ble
Minister for Fioance, Thiru V.R.
Nedunchezhian said in his speech:

hich * A few live in ourmemory by their .

heroic deeds, capability and intel-
lectual brillisnce. But the Buddha,
Prophet Mohamed, Jesus  and

Valluvar all have found a special

place in our hearts. The birth of
greatmen make the birth of
their date significant.  Similarly
October 2 has become important
because Mahatma Gandhi was born
on that date. Those men with huma-
nism and culture found a place in the
hearts of the people. Gandhijiis one
among those leaders. The people
in the West who knew Gandhi only
througa books would learn more.-
about his life through the “Gandhi”
film produced by Attenborough.

I could feel that the Gandhi film
has created #n enthusiasm among
the people in the West, when I had
been to participate in the world
peace conference. Today, the world
pays tribates to Gandhi because be

was abie to eapure the people’s
hearts.

While paying tributes to Gandhi,
Bharati in his song has said that he
had elevated thestatus of India which
was once weak. ,

Gandhi was India’s  genius;
Gandhi was India’s heart. When
asked for a mesgage to the people
Gandhi said*“My life is my message™. -
Gandhi worked for the welfare of
the poor anddowntrodden. .

He upheld truth and morality,

was untiring,affectionate, courageous

in his stand. We should follow the
footsteps of such a greatman.”

Others, whospokeon the occasion
were former Chief Justice Thiru
M.M.Ismail, Justice S. Swamikannu,
Archbiship Thiru Arulappa, Thava-
thiru Ooranadigal, Vice Chancellor

" of Annamalai University, Thira S.V.

Chittibabu, ThiruT.Chengalvarayan,
Thirumathi Illampirai Manimaran,
Thirumathi Nirmala Suresh.

Thiru K. Sundaramoorthy, LAS,
Collector of Madras proposed a vote
of thanks.

A drama ‘Pathachoru’ by Thiru
V.S.Raghavan and troupe pro
by Thiru S.V. Sahasranamam was
performed. . '
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(¢) This House expresses grave shock and
concern at the atrocities like genccid, looting,
arson, rape, etc. perpetrated continuously siuce
July last against the Tamils living in Sri Lanka
namely the Eelam Tamils, the Tamils of Indian
origin and India-based Tamils.

_ (b)) This House vehemently condemns the
Sinhalese Exiremists for their incessant atrocities
against the Tamils and also the Sri Lankan Army
and the Police Force who abet the Extremists in
committing such atracities and the Government of
Sri Lanka headed by President Jayawardare which
extends support to them.

(¢) This House expresses its appreciption to
the members of the public, to all po]itiwll) parties
and Organlsatlpns who have unanimously raised
:lig.;r ocv‘:l::e agalélst ;Lm uncivilized, barbaric, un-

2 ic and inhuman atrocities committed
against Sri Lanka Tamils by taking out peacetul
processions, observing Bandhs and Hartals and

organising peaceful demonstrations withi
ambit of law and order. hin the

. (d) This House welcomes and places on record
its appreciation of the several measures taken by
our Hon’ble Chief Minister with the supgort of the
leaders of all political partics in order to redress by
all means the grievances of the Sri Lankan Tamils
and to give effect to the sentiments expressed in
one voice by the people of Tamil Nadu. This House
also expresses its gratitude to the Hon’ble the
Prime Minister of India, who by respecting the
feelings of the people of Tamil Nadu and by
securing the support and goodwill of the Sri Lanka
Tamils came forward to take all possible and
constructive steps to solve this problem.

(¢) This House requests the Hon’ble Prime
Minister of India to pay beed to the reasonable
grievances of Sri Lanka Tamils and take all possible
steps without delay, since all the Sri Lanka Tamils
strongly feel that, only through the efforts and
influence and steps taken by the Government of
India, they will be able to get permanent citizen-
ship rights and protection of Sri Lanka. Further,
this House requests the Government of India to.

accelerate the process of pegotiations with the

Srj Lanka Government on this issue, in order to
halt the committal of incessant atrocities on the
Sri Lanka Tamils.

8

/ The Hondble Dr. M. G. RAMACHANDRAN,
&
(~~ < 0 Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu moved the official

resolution

_ (f) Since, India and Sri Lanka possess from
time immemorial closer bonds in the matter of
race, language, history, civilization, culture, relation
ship, links, etc., since the basic human rights of the
minorities in Sri Lanka are being trampled much
to the concern and dismay of all tae Nations in the
world and since the people of India, the Indian
Embassy, the Indian Banks and the Indian tourists
have been brutally attacked, this House stresses
the need for the Government of India taking over
the responsibility to find a solution to this pro-

blm and take necessar Y and i i i
intensive action
'.hefﬂfor '

(g) This House urges the U.N.O. to use its
good offices and full powers immediately to find
a solution to the plight of the Tamils of Sri Lanka,
and to render them justice as the U.N.O. has taken
over the respounsibility of safeguarding the welfare
of the minorities throughout the world and to
#fford them permanent rehabilitation and protcc-
tion of their fundamental rights. This House apreais
to the Governmeat of India to take up this issue

in the U.N.O. as India is an i
the U.N.O. s India is an important member of

(k) This House expresses its concern and shock
that the Government of the U.S.A. is preparing
to supply arms to the Government of Sri Lanka
which is concentrating on the extermination of
the Tamilian race in Sri Lanka by use of force,
gpresslop and v1oler‘lce; that the Government of the

.S.A. aims at making Trincomalee its Naval Base

.and that the Defence Secretary of the U.S.A. Ven

Berger is having secret negotiations with the
govemment of Sri Lanka ig this regard. This
wguse strongly condemns the attitude of the USA.
v gsg prime duty is to give life to the Tamils
T lj;.la-nka but which, instead of protecting the

milians, has come forward to supply arms for

the annihilation -of the Tamil race; This House

also avers thar the Government of th
; . ¢ e US.A.
should give up its unjust activities like the supply

of arms to Sri Lanka and t i
Naval Base in Sri Loake. he construction of a

(i) This House appeals to the Government of

’ India to do the needful through the good offices

of U.N.Q. or the International Red Cross Organi-

sation orthe Indian Embassy in Sri Lanka ,for the

proper distribution of food-stuffs, garmerits, medi-
cines, etc. collected and sent by the Government of

Tamil Nadu and the Government of India for
the welfare of the affected Tamils in Sri Lanka.

(j) This House strongly condemns the bar-
barous legislation introduced by the Government
of Sri Lanka to deprive entirely the Tamils in
Sri Lanka of their right of citizenship, right of
voting, right of carrying on business and their
right of living . This. House stresses that the said
legislation should be withdrawn.

(k) This House appeals to the Government of
Sri Lanka to give an apportunity to the Tamils
of Sti Lanka to participate in the Round Table
Conference and to express their thoughts, feelings

and sentiments without any restraint; This House -

also requests the Government of Sri Lanka to
conduct negotiations in 2 c_ogdlal atmosphere
according to democratic traditions and to find
a solution to this problem to make the people live
in peace and confidence.

() This House reiterates that the Government
of Sri Lanka should compensate the loss sustained
by the families who have lost their kith ana kin
in the ethnic violence perpetrated on the Tamils
in Sri Lanka ,who have received grievous tnjuries
and also suffered by loss of their propertics. Further
this House requests the Government of India to

~ take necessary steps immediately to that effect.

{(m) This House appreciates the Government
of India in having selected and sponsored Hon'ble
Minister for Electricity of the Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment as a Member of the Indian Delegation in

whom the Tamil people have reposed full con-
fidence and who has been given an opportunity
to put forth, the mental agonies and pangs of <he
people of Tamil Nadu as a whole and also places
on record its aporeciation for the way in which
our Hon’ble Minister for Electricity who has made
known the feelings of the fifty million people of
Tamil Nadu to the comity of Nations in the United
Nations General Assembly.

(n) This House welcomes Sri Lanka’s decision
to invite once again G. Parthasarathy to
Colombo to continue his dialogue and requests
the Sri Lanka President to agree without
further delay to unconditional talks with the
TULF in a Round Table Conferenc: to hammer
out a durable political solution to the Tamil
ethnic problem. )

{0) This House extends its full support to the
Sri Lapka Tamils who have been conducting
non-violent struggle for securing permanent citi-
zenship rights and protection and also exgpresses
its desire, that all their legitimate and reasonable
demands should be achieved successfully.

(p) Through this Resolution this House re-
quests the Tamil Nadu Governmeat to take earnest
endeavours to see that the above -said demands
are acceded and given effect to by the Government
of India.

(The official resolution on Sri Lanka Tamils
was moved by the Hon’ble Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu in the Tamil
Nadu Legislative Assembly on 25.10.83)




In the footsteps of Mahatma Gandhi and
revered Anna, our beloved Puratchi Thalaivar,
Hon'ble Chief Minister of the Government of
Tamilnadu, bas been formulating schemes and
presentirg projects, with the grand objective of
‘eliminatiag thetwinevils, viz., hunger and illiteracy.

After his historic assumption to power, first
in 1977 and later in 1980 all his steps, as Aana
once declared in the Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly are measured ones. The direction and
orientation of the governmental measures have
been aimed at improving the standards of [iving
of all peoples irrespective of their caste, community
orcreed.

©Of all his projects, the epoch making one is his
conception of the nutritious noon-meal scheme
which after its implementation in the year 1982
is now cateriag to the needs of about 65 " lakhs
stulents of school-going 2ge. With the introduction
of the Nutritious Noon-Meal Scheme in the year
1982, our beloved Puratchi Thalaivar the Hon'ble
Chief Minister of Government of Tamilnadu
has eliminated the twin monsters, viz., starvation
and illiteracy endangering the lives of our people
at one stroke. :

*‘Starvation is both a diseas¢ and a sin” so
denounces “Manimexeziar” one of the five famous
Taoul Epics of ancient times. Paveader Bharathi-
dasan, the rebel-pozt of our times, yroclaims that
real enjoymeot lies in poor feeding. As a matter
of fact, bis vast exgerience and wide reading as
well as his cwn harrowing experience in his early
life, have moulded Puratchi Thalaivar's conception
of the unique noon meal scheme. “Show mercy
to the hungry; and, concretise your idea of help”.
This has been his guiding principle.

In 1982, the infants were the beneficiaries of

the welfare scheme that is now b:ine implemented

" all over the State. Buteven a decade ago, he hed
peen instrumental in providing a few collegians of
tne Madras Loyola College with nutritious noon-
meal .Way back in 1973, J.C.D. Prabakaran, the
author of this write-up was the Gengcral Secretary
of the Loyola College Students Union. During
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his tenure as the General Secretary, his co-students
would meet him with a variety of demands which
in turn be taken up with the Principal. On one such
occafitn, two students approached him diffedently
and after much persuasion came out with the
request of providing them with free noon-meals
since they could not afford it. Their request made
him thiak deeply about the appalling conditions
of a few more students who were similarly placed.
A notice was duly put up in the collzge notice
board calling for petitions from poor students
who would like to have a free noon-meal. The peti-
tions thus reccived were submitted to the college
Principal. But no help was forthcoming from him,
saying that the college could not afford free meals.
Thenthe College Union Council decided to orgnise
abenefit show styled as Star-Nite in connection
with which we had a mecting with the office-bearers
of the South Indian Film Artistes Association.
They agreed to participate inthe Star-Nite Function

———

on condition that weagreeto contribute Rs. 1000-
as ggnation to their building Fund. The resultant
dismay disappeared only. after our mecting later
with the beloved Puratchi Thalatvar who was then
nursing his new born revolutionary political orga-
gisation, and hence actively engaged in meeting
the challenges thrown in his way. The Secretary
of the College Student Union, J.CD. Prabakﬁg}n-
explained to him the outhnes of the Scheme. el
have got a proposal to provide free noon—'mc‘ia

to the poor co-students who hail from economically.

backward families. A fund raising campaign in the’

of a Star-Nite programme would be held
&?tl;zein the well-known and popular Cine
Artistes would be participating and displaying
their histrionic talents 1o the delight of
the audience.” Spontancous was his gesture
when he declared that he would donate
Rs. 10,000/ towards the noon-meal  pro-
gramme. The demand of the South Indian Film
Artistes Association was then conveyed to him.
He exhorted us to carry on with our work with
more vigour and not to worry about the demand.

Tt was October 22, 1973, and the venug was the
"University Centenary Auditorium, Madras. Betore
the function started the amount of Rs. 1000- \'\l'as
handedover to the  South Indian Film

Artistes Association. The Auditorium was jam

i students, teachers, the general
publicd ::::lil the leading artistes of those
days. As Puratchi Thalaivar entered ggc
hall, it was 6.30 p.m. sharp. He was received inside
the hall with a standing ovation. S0 much was the
enthusjasm!

The cultural programme was iR Progress. It
was in the imermli’ssign that Puratchi Thalaivar
addressed the huge gathering to theaccompan ent
of continucus claps here and approving apglapses
there. At the outset he congratulated our lofty
efforts. He said that man created money and not
vice-versa. Hence, man should never become its
slave. As he becomes its slave the consequences
would be grave for the entire humanity. Everyone
should realise this fundamental fact pf life and
start doing constiuctive work to uplift the poor
from starvation. It was highly commendable on the
part of Lcyola Students to engage themselves in
collecting funds for feeding the poor students.
Puratchi Thalaivar felt that it would not be a good
gesture on the part of theSouth Indian Film Artistes
Association to receive Rs. 1000/- for the building
Fund from the students. Therefore he announced
that he was giving Rs. 1000/ to the Noon-meal
Fund. The overawed audience responded to this
fine gesture with a thunderous ovation. So his
contribution alone rose to Rs. 11,000-. The exulta-
tion of the students was great. In all, our collection
stood at Rs. 30,000/~ which was duly handed over
to the Principal who in turn deposited the amount
in a Bank. Even today, about 15 students are
getting the free Noon-Meal at the Loyola College,

Madras.

Our beloved Purathci Thalaivar's concern for
the poor and the needy is legendary and not some-
thing sudden and new. This nutritious _noon_»mea}
scheme is unique in that it is aimed at dispelling at
one stroke the humiliating darkness of illiteracy
and wiping out the haunting spectre of starvation.

Impartial observers all over the country, nay,
‘the world over, are calling the noon-meal scheme

{

unprecedented, historic and revoluntionary. The
unique Noon-Meal Scheme has placed him in the
galaxy of great men who are known all over the
world for their courage of conviction, noble deeds
of philanthropy and lofty principlés.



For independent India preserving its demo
cratic framework was as essential as economic
progfess and developirent. What it meant to the
country’s leadership was that the man atthe helm
had to be not only of strong convictions and
modern outlook; he had to be able to understand
the social, cultural and{ political realities of the
country. Pandit Nehru filled the bill better than
the others. Gandhi’s choice of Nehru as his political
successor was but a natural one.

Nehru was profoundly influenced by socialist
schools of thought ranging from Fabian Socialism
to Marxian experiments. He was also a firm believer
in modern day science and technology. Yet he
could appreciate and understand Indian realities
which Gandhi, more than all, brought into focus.

Once when asked if it was not a fact that he
and Nehru spoke different political languages
Gandbiji is said to have answered, that language
was no barrier to a union of hearts and that when
he was gone, Nehru would speak his language.
Another time Gandhiji wrote of Nehru: “He is
undoubtedly an extremist, thinking far ahead of
his surrounaings. But he is humble and practical
enough not to force the pace to the breaking point.
The nation is safe in his hands”

thru’s unrivalled following among the
masses is common knowledge. He always identified
himself with the simple peasantry who form the
bulk of the population. Sardar Patel who was a
cluse contender for the number one post along
with Nehru once remarked at a massive meeting
of farmers “I will never turn them to my side.
They have come here to see Jawaharlal”

Nehru’s stewardship of the nation for seven-
teen long eventful years more than vindicated the
Judgement of Gandhiji and the trust of the people.
The rich legacy of thoughts and deeds he left

behind to the country and the world bear ample
testimony to this fact.

If India today can boast of being the eighth
largest industrial nation in the world or having the
third largest scientific and technical manpower or
having attained self-sufficiency in food grains-all
in a matter of just three decades-it was largely due
to the firm economic base laid by Pandit Nehru.
In a recent interview W.W. Roston, the famous
development economist said, India was now on a
“drive to technological maturity”, that is “the
ability to absorb new technology and put it to
productive use”. This is indeed a tribute to the
foresight of Nehru, who believed in creating what
he called a “scientific temper”” among the people
for sustained progress.

Detractors may point to the fact that industria]
progress in the country has not been accompanied
by the much needed social change with the resylt
the country’s basic problems of poverty, unemploy-
ment and inequality have, by and large, remained
hardly mi igeted. But this does not in anyway
beiittle our achievements so far. It only highlights
the complexity and stupendity of our problems,
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What would have been the i
result if we had
tl‘glllc:we? 2 development path different from one
Ae Tt laid can only be a hypothetical question.
.more realistic way of assessing Nehru’s econo-

mic policies would be by compari '

i paring our achieve-
ments with fell . I y
started on an indow developing countries which

the time we daq T ent development path about

scen:v }:)at Wwe witness on the international economic
0w 1s the general dependence of developing

countries on the devel

the fortunes of the latter affect the former far more

oped ones. Fluctuations in ~

. The developing countries which are in a
::Y:trisleyly happier pols)ition are the ones which had
made seif-reliance an integral part of their develop-
ment policies and they are not many. I.t is in this
context that we remember with gratitude the
sagacity of Nehru who advocated and acted on t'k;e
principle that development should be primarily
an indigeneous process.

' The socialist in Nehru wanted the public
sector to be all powerful and in due course reach
the “commanding heights” of the economy. Yet
he never underestimated the role of the private
sector, which he well understood, had an euqal{y
important place in the Indian context. Nehru’s
vision of a "“Mixed Economy” where private and
public interests will march hand in hand towardg
common progress is now suggested by renowncf
Economists as a way out of the ills facing some o

the Western economies including America.

Nehru viewed India’s independence as part
of a general struggle for decolonisation in Asia,
Africa and Latin America. Accor@mgly he shape_d
independent India’s foreign policy on the basis
of self-reliance, mutual respect and peaceful coexis-
tence. The Pancha Shila principles which he
enunciated in 1955-namely mutual respect for each
other’s territorial integrity and sovc?relgmty,mutug.l
non-aggression, non-interference in each other’s
internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit and
peaceful co-existence was acclaimed by nations
of the world regardless of their dlﬁ"c!'mg ldeo_logles.
These canons of international relations are indeed
timeless. Nehru put his principles to effective use
when occasions arose. The Indonesian freedom
(1948), the hostilities In Indo-China (1954), the
Korean war (1955), the Suez crisis (1956) are some

of the occasions when India led by Nehru playea
a key role in diffusing and resolving the problem.

The greatest contribution of Nehru to World
Peace, of course, was his major role in founding
the Non-aligned movement which he nurtured from
strength to strength till his end. Perhaps the best
tribute to India’s foreign policy conceived and
shaped by Nehru came from the noted Gandhian
Dr.Gene Sharp. He said ““There is no doubt that
our world would have been a far more dangerous
place in the past years except for the role which -
India played in the international; scene. She by
world or example helped to stop and reverse the
tendency for the world to be polarised into two
nuclear-armed power blocks. That condition of
extreme polarisation, with the increased tension
and rigidity which would probably have accom-
panied it, would have been in all likelihood more
conducive to an outbreak of major nuclear war
than is the less polarised and more diversified inter-
national scene today. India’s Foreign policy and

her policy of non-alignment madp, therefore,
a positive contribution to international relations
in the past two decades, helping to prevent war and
to ensure the survival of mankind.”

Nehru was a man without fear. He did what
he thought was right. He, as Winston Churchill
once said “had overcome two of the greatest
failings in human nature; he knew neither fear .
nor hatred”. Indeed Nehru was a born Statesman.
In the murky international scene of today what
sorely needs is leaders of the stature and wisdom qf
Jawaharlal Nehru who could see beyond their
noses on to a society based on peace, prosperity,
freedom and justice.
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TMPACT INDIA

I am happy to be here today with yon all and
to inaugurate the project ‘Impact’. I am glad to
observe that the Leeds Castle Seminar held in
England on November 12, 1981, has not turned
outto be an end initself. I would offer my felicitati-
ons w tac organisers of the seminar for taking an
important practical step forward, from the Leeds
C.stle declaration, in the direction of formulating
practica: programmes of action and policy guide-
lines for disability, prevention for incorporating
in National and International Health Programmes.

When one looks at the staggering number of
disabled people in the world today of which about
8V per cent live in developing countries and the
frigntening prospect that the number of disabled
persons would be doubled by theend of the century,
the problem of tackling disabilities may appear to
defy any possible solution. The consequences of
physical and mental disability in terms of the
suffering and frustration are tragic both in its
nature as well as its magaitude. Disablement among
children and the working age group of population
results in less of economic activi ty and productivity
and disability among the aged results in physical
and psychological suffering. Fortunately, however,
modern scientific advances in the field of health
and medical sciences all over the world have made
available to us low cost practical strategies by the
use of which, at appropriate timings and in a
planned manner, the problem of disabilities can
be tackled and reduced to manageable proportions
N a reasonably short span of time. For example,
4 vastly expanded programme of immunization of
mothersand childrencan help inreducing the num-
ber of dicabiad persons to a considerable extent.
I teel that a more systematic effort is requiring 1o
be made by all nations particularly of the deve-
loping world, in collaboration withtheinternational
organisations working in the sphere of health, to

prevention focussed particularly on these disabili-
ties against which there exists an appropriate and
rost effective potential for control. It is in the
fitness of things that many international organisa-

tions have joined hands in taking an initiative in
this direction.

The Government of India firmly committed
1o the cause of the upliftment of the poor and
downtrodden sections of society particularly the
disabled persons, who happended to be most
neglected people of the community and need
maximum support and sympathy. We have been
zble to develop a number of practical and low cost
technc logies in India for prevention and cure of
disabilitles of various kinds and these are being
applied in the country with considerable success.
However, there is need for a well coordinated plan
of action and concerted effort to ensure better

application of these technologies all over the
country.

It is indeed heartening to note that Project
‘Impact’ is being launched on Mahatma Gandhi’s
birthday. Mahatma Gandhi’s services to the cause
of the physically handicapped, the lepers, the blind
are well known. Gandhi’s ideals will provide the
necessary strength and encouragement to all those
who are involved in this Herculean task of providing
light to those who cannot see, speech to those who

cannot hear and movement to those who are
deprived of performing normal human activities.

. 1 do hope that this distinguished gathering of
éminent experts from India and abroad wha are
authorities in various fields of disabilities and
most of whomn have spent their life-times working
in these areas, will be able to evolve concrete plans
ofaction for disability prevention for incorporation
in the national heaith plans in order to secure
a progressive reduction in the scale of disabiiities
prevalent in various countries,

[Excerpts from H. E.the President of India’s
speech on the occasion of the inaygy-

I like being with children andle;/erne:n&r:{
laying with them. For a moment (l)oxglg that
II) a¥n terribly old and that it 1s @ ?erﬁlave b
ag0 since I was a child. Old people e 0
%d livering sermons and giving 00 A ey
(t)he ;oung‘ I rememberlthat I f'ifﬁ,’;e s
when I was . =
nzilcllfi}énlsoglge saog ?nuch as the sight of :clglg‘::: i?;o
:re denied education, sokr\qfé ig:xestg%:; e mied
ing. If our chu - enie
ane C:Qéglaliat is our India of to-morrow _g(;)énegd u(i
%Ciqga ]It is the duty of the S}t]ate to xﬁrr())/v‘ o odu
i ery child in the country. e
catu;g a?c; tﬁZtrizlis the duty of the'Statﬁ toctgl?:tlry
}\rlg: education to evertyd Cfl;lllktih els:a t;lizgs ohickly
anno
Ur:ifor\tlt(lirtli%t:ll)};’ ‘Zzgausc of our lack of gctsogli‘ggs'
ernld lsack of téachers. But we have to get g

——Nehru

; 3 ration o ject t’ on
plan and put into action appropriate measures of : Octaberj;9g§31ec Impac
—

The Hon’ble Prime Ministeg message on the inaquguration of Project “ Impact India B ; .

“Many disabifities and diseases are avoidable. Growing economic prosperity and higher edu- Among the galaxy of world leaders,f 1}:3:1:1::
cational standards should bring higher health consciousness. Our development programmes emphasise Jawaharlal Nehru had secured a place g comity
safety and prevention. for the Indian subcontiner}l}t amol:%y tfrce)m going

I ' ijons. He had saved the coun FOT &5,
Gandhiji’s contribution to the rehabilitation of leprosy patients has been an inspiration for ?g ?3,‘,;;’ ?}irOUgh internal squabbles and ql"’::ﬁﬁ;‘sm
our extensive programmes for the rehabilitation of the disabled. It has been long recognised that dis- and prevented it from economic deterior
ability causes anguish to those affected and to their families. With assistance and training, the disabled pr ihis great
can become useful citizens and lead fulfilling fives. We are bound to pay ou(r{ r egpec-tstg;grity an
. . L through our words, deeds, 1

Indiz has pioneered the. apphcauo_n of highly effective low cost technologies particularly in ﬁg?alit;. ¢
arificial limbs, spectacles and simple hearing aids. The new international initiative against avoidable jopar Anna.
disablement will synchronize this technology with the facilities available in our established health —Perarig
infrastructure.

Fsend my good wishes for the inauguration of Impact”™. 15

patser
(Courtesy:P.I.B)
e
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A. Venkatachalsm,

| Khadj ap Industries Boarg.

“Khadiis not mere]

oth, itis a philosoph 8
nt” said Ganghi 1 e

iji. Gandhiji revived
.litical and econo-

itisa moveme di is hand-spun ang hand woven cloth

ton, silk and woollen. ient
mic freedom SHX. ollen. The ancie

tWin crafts of h

to millions in ¢ symbol of the pzer-

dition Created over a number of

The activity of handspinning of cotton and
weaving of handspun yarn perhaps €njoys a uni-
versality unequalled by any other industry except
agriculture. It is due to this characteristic that the
cotton khadi programme stands on a different
footing altogether, when compared with other
employment programmes. Besides this, no other
mdustry except again perhaps agriculture can
claim to provide more employment opportunities
to the women folk of this land on a massive scale
as the cotton khadi programine.

The Khadi spinning was carried on in the
earlier days through traditional charkhas. In order
to make spinning as a self sufficient one, research
led to the introduction of six spindle charkhas hand
operzted and twelve spindle pedal operated

charkhas with which a spinner will be able to
carn a wage of Rs. 5 to Rs. 8 per day. Promptly,
the Board has so far opened 479 Rural Textile
Centres in the villages and thereby provides em-
ployment to nearly 15,000 persons. Another 3000
persons would be provided with employment
through spinning during the course of this year.

In order to improve the weaving capacity to
commensurate with the increased spindleage, the
Board has contemplated to introduce new model
looms, in which nearly 50 persons can be provided
with employment to non-traditional sector who
can be inducted to undertake weaving .By this the
Board proposedto generate employment to another
1900 persons during the course of the year. The
Board is providing financial assistance to the
weavers to construct their own houses with a

subsidy of Rs. 1000/- sanctioned by the Govern-
ment.

Effective measures have been taken to intro-
duce the polyvastra spinning and weaving in Tamil-
nadu which would be a boon for the unemployed.

. The Board has drawn an ambitious programme
to increase the production of silk from the present
level of Rs. 2.75 crores to 5 crores within the next
2 years. Attempt made by the Board to export its
silk proved to be a success. Consequently the

ard has diversified its silk production to meet
the foreign market.
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T. Chengalvarayan, M.A.B.L.
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Tamil Nadu had its own pioneering part ia
the movement of freedom for India. The first call
for Indian Nationalism was made by the early

" leaders of Tamil Nadu both in the Press and on
the platform. It was then an intellectual protest
to the foreign rule and not a passionate call for the
freedom of the motherland. It was a forceful
assertion of the legitimate rights of Indians to
positions of power and prestige.

. The Second stage of the rise of Indian Nationa-
lism was indeed a tumultous transition from
moderate liberalism to militant extremists. Bala
Gangadara Tilak, gave the clarion call for Swaraj
when he said “‘Swaraj is my birthright and 1 shall
have it”. Lala Lajapat Rai of former Punjab and
Bepin Chandra Pal of Bengal brought the rear.
These three great leaders formed the political
tnnily of the Indian National ‘Congress. The
message of Freedom for India began to spread
throughout the length and breadth of India and the
people became involved.

From pious resolutions, the Congress began
to usher revolutions. Instead of the theoretical
protests there began mass propaganda. In such
tidal times of agitational national politics, Tamil
Nadu gave an outstanding leader for the new phase
of the movement of Swaraj. A scholar of great
learnmg, a lawyer of lucrative practice, a person
of feeling for the poor and oppressed rose, and

that was V.O.Chidamb illai i
e aram Pillai, affectionately

The times of Tilak witnessed the onslaught
of ruthelegss repression directed against congress
leaders. Tilak Maharaj was sentenced to six years
imprisonment and was deported to Mandalay
Jail in Burma. Today, that dark dungeon, that
lonely ccll, with no air, with no light is kept up
as our national monvment. Lala Lajpat Rai the
lion of Punjab was deported to America. Bepin
Chandra Pal, the trumphet voice of Congress was-
under arrest. VOC wasalso condemned to impri-
sonment with hard labour.

The prison life of VOC has acquired not only
a historical value, it has got a lustre, inspiring
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generations by such dedication to the national
cause. VOC was made to draw the wooden oil
mill round and round and the bullock he Was
forced to replace, shed tears to express sorrow that
such a noble soul was forced to do what the creato;
had designed it to do. VOC with cheer an

courage with faith and fortitude, did that job. His

foot became swollen. His palm became reddish.
His forehead streamed with perspiration. He drew
that mill with*Vande Mataram” on his parched
lips. We have that very oil mill now prqserved for
posterity as a monument to the suffering ,which
Congress leaders like vVOC had undergone for the

freedom of India.

VOC had plunged into the thick of the freedom
struggle, takin% the lead in every aspect ot('l tllxlq
movement. Tilak Maharaj gave a call for Swadeshl
and boycot of foreign cloth. VOC organised mass
demonstrations. He addressed mammoth meetmgts
urging the people to become swadeshi in th%uy%h] /
word and deed, people got the message. VOC he! i
several rallies of workersand the people spon

anised bon-fire of foreign Clot_h. The
::?::Ifeussge:gshed and became a very high pile and
the fire was symbolic of the new fire of the freedom
urge. Even a washerman who was taking the soiled
foreign clothes of his customers, threw the whokl,
lot into the fire. Such was the popular upheava
of the Swadeshi spirit under the inspiring leadership

of VOC.

also the time when the working class
was Zﬁ)ﬁlyagecoming aware of their rights, but
they lacked enlightened and dedicated leadership-
VOC soon assumed the leadership, of the workﬁ:g
class and began to champion their cause. His
leadership of Labour attracted the authorities
who began to employ all the eacrgies of repreqsxonz
VOC organised the working class as an gadjunlcl:e
to the movement of freed03n, thus welding t
two in a formidable freedom’s front.

i ili d began
working class became militant and
to st;rillzz at the very root of foreign capitalism.

The Swadeshi spirit took a magnificant turn
at the instance of VOC. The British came to India
as traders and through trade they set up an empire.
VOC thought that if that imperialist channel is
sluiced up by Swadeshi competition the empire
would vanish. He proceeded to promote a swadeshi
steamship Company. It was not a sea hulk. It was
the dedication of the Swadeshi spirit. It wes not
only a venture. It became an adventure. VOC had
to face odds and obstacles. He endured distress and
disappointment. He bore suffering and sacrifice.
He set the sail of the first Indian ship on the seas.
VOC is now hailed as pioneer in initiating steam
ship trade and that too from Tamil Nadu.

VOC had the sanctifying association of Poet .
Bharati who was then known widely as the Bard
of Freedom. The stirring songsof Freedom began
{0 ring through «he words and work of Bharathi.
VOC was an adrdent admirer of Bharathi. Bharathi
became a powerful associate of VOC.

VOC, Bharathi, and many others, stirred
Tamil Nadu to its depths. The sacrifices they made,
the sufferings they endured, the hardships-they
encountered, the odds they met, the obstacles
they crossed, became the watch word and the
bye-word of political thoughts and action.

VOC stoodout on an eminence of patriotic
persons,a scholar who broke stones and drew the
oil mill, a labour leader who became the champion
for the working class, an intellectual who led the
way for freedom struggle, VOC is hallowed by
fame and name. His renunication was great. He
showed the path. He gave the philosophy of
national service. He was a beacon light. He had left
a tradition of scholarship and national service.
His voice has become still. But he lives in the
ntinds and hearts of our people and will continue
to inspire this generation andsucceeding genera-
tions for the evangelical mission of serving the
cause of the people and of making India good,
great and glorious. : .
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Institutionalisation of co-opera-
tive concept for helping farmers and
middleclass tide over the.r economic
difficulties in INDIA dates back
to 1904 when statutory efforts were
launched to organise and develop
co-operative societies. Since then,
4 sea change had taken place both
in thought and action. ‘Co-operative
Prmciples are being pertodically
reviewed to make them suitable to
modern requirements for collective
economic activity. Regarding its
application there is hardly any
human action to which the principle
has not been applied, whether it is
in farm or factory.

Tamil Nadu, which is one of the
front line states in the field of co-
operation is continuously playing a
positive and largely expanded role
in revitalising the economy of the
farming community through a large
net work of co-operatives. The major

agricultural famijlies in the state
are under the co-operative umbrella,
Particular attention is being paid
for the economic progress  of
scheduled caste and weaker sections.
60,000 scheduled caste agricultural
iamilies have been brought to the
cooperative fold during the last
two years, enrolling one person each
of such family in the agricultural
service cooperative societies. The
Tumil Nadu Government subsidises
their share capital with Rs. 100 each
to the person so admitted. The pro-
gramme for the future is admission

of 20,000 members every year tjil
1984-85 vy

T. M. Arumugam, 1.A.S.
Registrar of Co-operative
Societies.

emphasis continues to be on weaker

sectiohs. To serve the people in the

In 1982-83 short term loans to the

diverse economic activities different tune of Rs.67.18 crores and medium

types of cooperatives have been
organised. They help the people by

term loans of Rs, 15.97 crores were
provided for agricultural purposes.

providing adequate and timely Itis gratifying to note that ninety

credit for agricultural operations,

five percent of the medium term

market their produces; the chain of loans issued during 1982-83 went

consumer cooperative stotes protect
the interest of the consumers acting

as price settler.

The welfare of the farmers are
taken care of by nearly 4,742 village Tamilnadu Government
ugricultural  service  cooperative a loan of Rs, 7.50 crore
sovivties; at the rate of one coopera- routed throu

10 the weaker sectioms. Another
lmportant feature is the crash pro-
gramme in Thanjavur District for
sxnk{ng 5000 filter point tube wells
to tide over the water scarcity.

provided
s to  be
gh pnmary land deve-

tive for about three villages; the 183 lopment banks to the farmers at the
primary cooperative land develop- rate of Rs. 15,000 per well.

ment banks functioning at taluk,

block levels are lookingafierthelong  The disappearance of non-institu-

term development needs of the far

wes. In fact, eighty one percent of - debt relief legislation and resultant.
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- tional credit $durces thanks to the

credit shrinkage brought new res-
ponsibilities to the wvillage credit
caoperatives to fill up the credit gap.
1781 cooperative units issued loans
on pledge of jewels amounting to
Rs. 170.16 crores in 1982-83, bene-
fitting 9.97 lakh beneficiaries.

To Lighten the Debt Burden

1n the last three years Tamil Nadu
Government has giver Rs. 98-
crores to lighten the debt burden
of farmers by way of waiver, retund
of interest, write off, converted and
rephesed loans outstanding 2gainst
small farmers. Besides the Govern-
ment have provided financial assis-
tance anounting to Rs. 80 crores
consisting of Rs. 42 crores 1o the
Central Banks for wiping out of
deficits / due date defaults and
Rs. 38/ crores to State Land Deve-
lopment Bank to meet the commit-
menl resulting from postponement
of repaymsnt of long term loan
instalments. Government subsidised
two percent interest rebate to small

farmerspaying short term instal-
ments.

To compensate loss to the farmers,
Crop Insurance Scheme is imple-
mented which will cover all risks
during the insured crop season ex-
cept war.and allied risks. During
the last two years 4582 families have
been paid indemnity upto Rs. 6.19
fakhs.

Distribution of Chemicgal Fertilisers

The Co-operatives continue to
distribute chemical fertilisers as
kind portion of cultivation loans to
members and also for cash to mem-
bers and non-members  through

tural produce were marketed. Agri-
cultural produce worth Rs. 115

£y ‘ . -
crores are expected to be marketed in rural areas and Rs. 3,000 in semi-

duringthe currentyear. Co-operatives yrbanand urban areas, upto Rs.7,000
" have exported during the last three per individual. Such loans were

years, groundnut extractions and jssued tothe tune of Rs. 107.80 lakhs
cotton worth about Rs. 1.70 crores during 1982-83.

to Singapore and Soviet Union. In .
order to provide processing facilities Protection of the consumers’® interest
for the produce of the members .
at a reasonable cost, the co-opera~ The Consumers co-operatives
tives have set up 89 processing units spread over the entire Scate are
such as rice mills, groundnut decorti- distributing consumer goods of good
cators, cotton ginning units and quality at reasonable prices. That
oil mills. The Government have the consumer movement in Tamil
provided financial assistance during Nadu stands first in the entire
the last three years for installation of country and that the progress in
amodernised rice mill at Thiruvanna- Tamil Nadu is twice the progress in
" malai, 8 cotton ginning units in the Maharashtra, which is the second
State, 2 cold sterage units and a inthe country are worth mentioning.
"+ turmeric powder unit at Erode. Under the scheme to run a fair price
: shop in each revenue village to
Differential rate of interest for small ensure free availability of essential
scale Industries commodities at reasonable prices,
the co-operatives are running } 1,159
' The credit co-operatives in the shops in the villages of the State
R State are also providing, for the last and are ensuring free availability
about 4,675 retail sale p DY two years, loans at a concessicnal of essential commodities to thi
them in the State, particularly in rate of four per cent interest per rural masses. In 1982-83 out olf{ wt‘;)
villages. As against the target of 100 appumto weaker sections for under- retail sales of Rs. 228 g}r_?]res, Ssixo
units under the Action Programme taking small scale and cottage in- crores were under Village o
for productivity year 1982, 126 4ustries. These loans are given on Programme.
additional fertiliser sale points were
opened by Co-operatives. During
tlll):curren}t{year it has been proposed
to open 200 numbers of additional
sale points to distribute chemical
fertilisers. They distrib}sted during
1982-83 chemical fertilisers to the
value of Rs. 38.06 crores, as against
Rs. 25.82 crores during 1979-80. o . P
With a view to helping farmers, the %, -
co-operatives allowed during the :
last two years, purchase rebate "
ranging from Rs. 3 to Rs. 4~l'per
bag on certain varieties of fertilisers
'sold. During 1981-82, fcruhse:ls
worth Rs. 19 crores were thus solsd
allowing purchase rebate of Rssb 0
lakhs to the benefit of about 4,30,
farmers. During 1982-83, fcruhserg
worth Rs. 12 crores were sold an
purchase rebate of Rs. 34 lakhs was
allowed to about 2,60,000 xarmerts‘;
The co-operatives aré e)ggectedf
distribute chemical fertilisers ;:r
about Rs. 70 crores during the

current year.

personal surety to those whose annual
income does not exceed Rs. 2,500
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Marketing of Agricultural Produce.

160 Co-operative marketing socic
ties()?n the PState continue 10 assist
the faimer members in mark;tmg
their agricultural produce am':l't erz—
by help them in securing a faxgza&
reasonable returp. In 1982- l’
Rs. 109.15 crores worth of agricui-
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Serving the Weaker Sections of the
Community-Service to Hill Tribes:-

With the avowed aim of improving
the standard of living of the hill
t;:bes, 13 LAMPcao-operative socie-
ties help the hill tribes by providing
loans for cultivation and other
production purposes at a conces-
sional rate of 4 percent interest
with Government subsidy, by mar-
keting the agricultural produce and
the minor forest produce and by
digtributing the required agricultural
inputs and consumer goods.

 In 1982-83, Rs. 44.20 lakhs were
issued at 4 per cent; Rs. 13.71 crores
worth of forest produce were pro-
cured and Rs. 59 lakhs worth of

consumer goods were distributed
far the bill tribes.

Service to Cycle Rickshaw Drivers

For the cycle rickshaw drivers, a
co-operative society was forimed at
Dindigul distributing 100  cycle
rickshaws with Government subsidy
and interest free loan to the extent
of Rs. 1.38 lakhs. Recently two
motorised cycle rickshaw drivers
co-operative socicties were set up in
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Madras to help the cycle rickshaw
drivers in energising their rickshaws.
These societies provide Government
subsidy to the cycle rickshaw drivers
upto 25 per cent of the cost of
energisation of their cycle rickshaws,
Last year Government subsidy of
Rs. 1.05 lakhs was given to 109
cycle rickshaw drivers.

Self Employment to Educated
Unemployed

A co-operative thrift and credit
society of unique type to provide
loans for promotion of self employ-
ment to educated unemployed youth
has been started in Madras. The
possibilities of organising similar
societies in other districts also are
being examin:d.

Employment to Unemployed Engineer-

ing Gradustes

In order to provide employment
to unemployed Engincers by elimina-
ting as far as possible private con-
tractsystemin the execution of works
in the Public Warks Department, a
construction co-operative society of
unemployed Engineering graduates
and diploma holders has beenstarted

recently at Madras on an experimen-
tal basis and is functitning with
Government assistance. :

Progressive Act.

With a view to achieve the objects
of the co-operaiive movement, a new
Co-operative societies Act has been
brought out. It provides {or represen-
tation to Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, eccnomically
weaker sections and women ip the
boards of important co-operative
societies, disposal of various statutory
matters such as registration of co-
operative societies, registration of
amendmentsto bylaws of co-opera-
tive societies and admission of all
individuals eligible for membership,
completion of enquiry, inspection
or investigation, audit of accon's,
supersession of the Board and sur-
charge proceedings, within the time
limit prescribed, holding of meetings
of the Board and general body of
the societies, proper use of the pro-
perties and funds of the societies,
raising the 1ate of dividends on
shares from out of protits carned
by the societies, purchase for resale
of standardised goods having
AGMARK or 1.S.I. mark etc.

By

Jawaharlal has undoubted claim to the throne
.of young India. Hisis a majestic role. Unflinch-
ing is his determination and indomitable  his
courage, what raises him to lofty heights is his
unwavering adherence to moral truth and his

- intellectual character. He has upheld the stand-

ard of purity in the midst of political turmoil where
deception, including self-delusion so often destroys
integrity. Jawaharlal has never evaded truth

hen it brought danger in its wake nor has he
made alliance with falsehood when it would have
- been convenient to do so. His brilliant mind has
i always turned away in outspoken disgust from
 the path of diplomacy where success 1s as easy as
it is mean. This purity of motive and undeviating
‘pursuit of truth is Jawaharlal's greatest contribu-
‘tion in his fight for freedom.

~—Rabindranath Tagore
(8th March 1936)

“ Nagercoil and comes un

NI Iy

A new Microlithic site was spotted recent
in Kanyakumari District by the Curator, Anthro;
pology Section of the Madras _Govermnenl
Museum. This teri (sand dune) site 10 the coastal
village of Muttam, is 12 kilometers away from
5 der Kalkulam taluk. The

loratory tour

Curator recently undertook an exp
of the site which is stretched for about .2&)) ls3
kilometers and collected about 20 Microlithic y
i ake tools, flakes and cores as sul-

ic'::el%rxi?:.g o'l‘fhg site is said to be of the Meso)ithic

Age and may be dated to about 4,000 B.C. Hunting
and fishing could have existed during this period

in this part of Tamil Nadu.

The Microlithic toels{of chert and quarts)
thus collected are on display in a diorama case,
showing the coastal Muttam Village with teri sand
areas. some’ gastropod and pelecypod  shelis
found along the coastal line of Muttam are also

on display in the diorama case.

This special exhibition will be on view for a

month from 24th October’ 83 in the Museum.

MUTTAM A MICROLITHIC

’ @ ¢ P®uerce

-
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Co-optex is a household name in
the handloom textile in the country.
The success of Co-optex marketing
strategy 1s proved by the constant
and continuous increase in sales.
Duringthe Deepavali 1982, Co-optex
has achieved a sales of Rs. 38.75
crores as against the Deepavali 198]
sales of Rs. 32.56 crores, Inspite of
severe drought conditions and glut
in the textile market praticularly in
handloom industry, Co-optex has
been able to show an iucrease by
Rs.6.19 crores.

Special Rebate

A special rebate of 20pcrcent willbe
allowed on all vari@ties at all show-
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rooms and exhibitions ol Co-optex
during the festival times.

In addition to rebate of 20% a
special offer of additional 209 shall

be allowed on

select varieties,

New Products for Deepavali

The marketing strength of Co-
optex lies inits new product stratepy.
This year Co-optex is bringing out
thiee new products namely polyester
shirtiag styled as GREAT LOOK
SHIRTINGS, polyester sarces styled
as PRETT.Y LOOK SAREES and
the pure silk sarees with zari work
styled as ANGEL SILK SAREES.

The GREAT LOOK SHIRTINGS
and the PRETTY LOOK SAREES

are printed j
desiens and

n very sophisticated
In atrraicive colour,

combinations obtained form foreign
countries like Singapore, lapan,
Hongkorng, Taiwanetc.

Angel pure silk sarees

The ANGEL SILK SAREES are
produced out of the pure silk im-
ported from China woven in an
array of colours. In order to add
more beauty to the product, zari
threads ate interwoven. The product
is rroduced, kecping the price as
prime factor so that it is within
the casy reach of people from all
walks of life.

Research and Development

Co-optex, is fully alive to the
changes in consumer preference. Co-~
optex, keeping with the changes in
fashion in favour of blends, has
increasingly shifted to the manu-
facture of blended and even pure
polyester fabrics. Now this account
for 20%,of Co-optex turnover, cons-
tant updating of designs and product

mix in keeping with changing tastes
and demands are all key elemens
o_it Research and Development acti-
vily. :

As a result of sustained aciivities
of Research and Development, Co-
optex has undertaken the trail pro-
duction of POLYESTER CHIFFON
SAREES on Handlooms for the
first time. The results of trail pro-
duthon are encouraging. By under-
takingthis production, Tami! Nadu
Handloom weaver has been exposed
to a new blend of produyct technology
and thus taken to a new phase of
handloom weaving. It is expected
that the POLYESTER CHIFFON
SAREES will be released for test
marketing during Pongal 1984.

Chunnel Strategy

Co-optex has also over years
evolved a very vast and modern
marketing network. The entire range
of Co-opiex products are retaed
through a chain of 615 showrooms,
thereby making available household
handloom textiles to as many as
350 million people. The retail chain
of Co-optex is the largest in the co-
operative sector. In order to help
the consumers more than 200 exhi-
bn}ions are organised at strategic
points throughout the couftry. This
1s a distinct trend in channel strategy
which Co-opfex has  innovated
recently. The exhibitions are oiga-
nised in all district headquarters and
n important towns.

An added attraction in Madras
city this year, is the handloom exhi-
bition organised in the exhibition
grounds of Co-optex at Pantheon
Road for the convenience of the
public. In addition to thjs,exh1b1-
tions are also organised in Moor-
market, Anna Nagar, Ashok Nagar,
Ayyanavaram, Perambur, Palla-
varam etc.

Credit Sales

Credit is essentially a sales pro-
motional device. A most notable
feature is extension of credit sales
to salaried employees during festival
occasion with rebate facilities. As

usual, credit sale is being extended.

employees of State and Central
t((});\}/l::rnml:antys, Universities, Colleges
and Schools, Local bodies, Pub-
lic Sector Undertakings, Reputed
public limited Companies, Co-opera-
tive Institutions.

Pothigai New Showroom at Trichy
“Just like Thillaiyadi Valliammai

) he bl gsest tQXUle is organised by the District’Collectots E

- Maaligai which is t

showroom in entire South Easi w ‘
Asia with an area of 25,000 S.ft. .

- x is opening a big prestigious ] ;
gl%\(:'}r)ct)f)m OIIIJC‘J.F gTricghg junction By this, the agricultural labqur;:
with an area of 6,000 S.Ft. This will are not only benefitted but it t'f
be the biggest textile showroom in also helped the weavers to get coVn le
the entire Southern districts of nuous employment during sever
Tamil Nadu. drought in the state.

igai d be a Deepd- 1983-1984 ,Co-optex

i gt of Cg?gllltex to the custo- o o Yroduce 340 lakhs Sq.
mers i ‘Southern districts. With lIzlietres of Janatha cloth.
il?se " mdazzling introduction,
POTHIGAI would offer a complete y;4e range of products
range of handloom products-Silk,
Cotton, Artsilk and  Polyester oo goeex hag wide range of hand-
blended sarees,Shirting and DhothieS 554, (e tile products which are not
specially produced for the consumers 5rodyced even by leading textile
in and around Trichy. mills in the country. It ha:ls com;t)le(t)%
range of products made ou
Cloth supply to Landless Agricultural o000 pure silk, artsilk and polyes-

Labourers ter, viz.

the scheme announced by Sarces, Shirtings, Dhothies,
th:?-lg:’rble Chief Minister of Ta!ml Bedsheets, Pillowcovers, Lunghies,
Nadu ,Co-optex has so far supplied 5yl Dress materials etc.
15 lakhs Janatha sarecs and 14 lakhs .
Janatha dhoties to the landless  ppe Co-optex has offered wide
agricultural labourers in the Stale . 4ucr range with attractive rebates
202 relief measure. The distribution coupicd with aredit facilities.
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NOBEL .

MINVER_

The Indian-born American Professor Sub-
rahmanygm Chandrasekhar, has won the 1983
. Nobel Piize for Physics. He shares the prize with

a fellow American, Prof-William Fowler.

The two won it for their research into how
;tars are bm:n and what these are made of, the
oyal Swedish Academy of Sciences said.

Prof. Chandrasekhar of the University of

Chicago, won the prize “for his theoritical studies -

of the physical processes of importance to the
structure and evolution of the stars™. '

“Many scientists have studied these problems
but Prof .Chandrasekhar and Prof. Fowler are
the most prominent “the citation said.

The two were chosen from hundreds of candi-
dates for the prize worth 1.5 million Swedish
kroner (§ 200,000).

Born in Lahore on 19-10-1910, Prof. Chandra-
sekhar had his early education in Presidency

College, Madras, and the Trinity College, Cam-
bridge.

. He drew insphation from his uncle and Nobel
Prize winner Dr. C.V.Raman, Prof. Chandrasekhar
who became a fellow of TFinity at 24, left for
Chicago three years later as research associate at

;gelgg;“’a&) University. He became full professor

Although he took up American citizenship

in 1953 at the age of 43, he remains one of India’s
greatest scientists.

After working for his doctorate at Cambridge.
Dr. Chandrasgkhar went on to Gottingen, Liege:
Moscow,' Leningrad, Paris and Harvard. In 1936,
he was picked by the astronomer, Qtto Struve who
had been asked by the Chancellor of Chicago
University to seout for the best astronomer. Prof.
Struve invited Dr. Chandrasekhar to join the

Xerk,es_ Observatory and he has remained there
since then,

Dr. Chandrasckhar’s brilliance can be seen
by the fact that his book, “An introduction to the
study of stellar structure”, complete in 1939 til}
this day remains a standard téxt and reference book
for all students of astrophysics.

The recepient of many scientific awards, he

has authored numerous books and his contri-

butions put India on the science map of the world.

MEGALITHIC SITES

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)
has discovered two important megalithic sites
dating back to2000 B.C. one in Kambarmedu in
Therazhundur village in Thanjavur district and
another in Melasathamangalam near Pondicherry.
The discoveries were made by Thiru C. L. Suri,
Superintendentand Thiru P.Narayana Rao, Deputy
Superintendent of ASI.

Kambarmedu is stated to be the place where
the great Tamil poet, Kambar, lived. He is the
author of Kamba Ramayanam, the renowned
Tamilised verston of the great epic. Kamabarmedu
is 3 mound measuring about 30 feet in height and
100 feet long. Excavations near the mound yielded
Chola coins and brick structure - in the first layer
and neolithic tools in the second layer, The third
layer contained a large number of megalithic tools
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which are about 4000 years old. Hand-made
pottery, redware and utensils were also found. The
silt formationin the third layer suggested. that the
area was eroded by some river which has now
dried up or has shifted its course.

 Excavations at Melasathamangalam, which
is 6 km. from Arikamedu near Pondicherry , has
for the first time revealed tools of megalithic
period near the dried up bank of the Sankara-
bharani. The first layer contained Roman coins;
the second neolithic tools and the third megalithic
toolsand pottery. '

Itis significant that while in Arikamedu only
Roman coins were found dating back to the first
century BC. the megalithic settlements at Melsatha-
mangalam date back 2000 years B.C.

ilnadu i idering

Government of Tamilnadu 1s consi
s pr(;ll;h:sal to setup a Research Centre in Mugdan-
thurai Sanctuary in Ambasamudram taluk in Tiru-

) i dy the
ut them. This cell would also help to study U

micinal properties of these wild animals hk:
civet, It has been decided to erect a few m'lglr‘e
watch towers also for the benefit of vnsntorséh A
sanctuary, which forms part of the Western 532 »

jvores roamed freely in
&ra}on. The main reasons that brought down the

i tion were indiscriminate poaching,

:%esgo gup:raning and pesticide pCISODINE.- _"l:ge
sanctuary was established in the year 1Q62.t_ ee;
main_purpose was to provide the dwindling g

population an undisturbed home. This atmosphere

i Atiply
ded to them so that they could mui

m ;:nnbers inthe vastarea. Other wild anin :
seerr. ip the area are sloth bear, sambar, chital,

civet cats, elephants and bisons.

<t from all walks of life and all over the
Gan\u.fr(;“;ﬁc‘is:bmad visit the sanctoery r(:(xlnd tll;:
yeer. The famous Agastaiyar peek believec fu;her
1he sbode of Agastia Rishi, the legendaryn: fer
of Tamil issituated with inthe sanctuary. ’ da:n
and bustle caused by the constryction of a d
Learly the 20 mw Servalar Hydro-Electric

had disturbed the peace of tne suimals. Trus froject

; a the year 1974 ponseqmq;ly tne
::l:!m’bad ggns decp into the Junglbces.
After the completion of the dam by Dece_mlet:
1984, 'steps would be taken to afford comg
pcwé and protection to these animals.

: ation on lion-tailed monkey, popu-
lark m%l:;l macaque, which was on the mzs&
shold of extinction, is rising steadily in Ka ad
sanctuary in Tirunclveli district. Necessar% p ot
tection is given to the rare species by the l::r.es
Department. The sanctuary’s Macaque popu t:gg
now was around 200. The sanctuary was form
in 1977, in Nanguneri taluk, spread over an area
of 250 ’sq. km. Adequate protection was given
to them and that is the reason for the rise in the
population of this species. Kalakkad sanctuary is
famous for macaque, the Nilgiris languar, s?mbaii
wild boar, Nilgiris tahr, . flying squmid aix;h
monitor lizard. The sanctuary was form “"lcd
the special objective of conserving the lion-tal
monkey. Avaiiability of water throughout the yea;
in the streams originating in the sanctuary 'iv:n
during worst drought conditions has maglcfl an
ideal abode for these rare species. Macaqueis p"ll‘h ¢
only in a few pockets in the western ghats.

white facial ruff and tuft on the tail tip makes it

i al
ppear li ion. While the ruff appears on &
;oung:s}:::s ao}l:bout five 1o six months of ase

. singcrime rates.

WILD LIFE RESEARCH CENTRE

-appears only in adult males developing with
g:utﬁ tx‘:xl;.turity. Xdult_ males are larger than
females. Usually themacaques live as a family.

ior forestry operations and grazing had
bechcag;tplctely r%anneg! within this sanctuarlz.
The Government of Tamilnadu has declared Ka i
kkad as a “Sanctuary”. After that, de_vclopgnema
activities were initiated with ﬁnqncxal. assistance
from the Central Government. Wild Life tourism
isalso promoted. Keepingin mind the conservation
needs, tourism is confined only to a small, less
vulnerable outer zone of the sanctuary.

A large number of water conservat ion measures
had been taken up, in the s?ncn_mry m::i‘;r :g:
rought relief programme for Improv !
2vail§gility of wlz’stcr. This had brought beneficial
changes in the use-pattern of the sanctuary tz

wild animals. Modern medicine heavily depend
on such rare species. Armiadillo, a l_n:;rowins
animal had been found useful for providing c.:;
to leprosy and its cure. Macaque 15 being &

..in.developed countries to know more of human

behaviour and psychology to put down the increas-
(Couriesy : News Today)
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Jawaharlal Nehru, t i
faceted personality, is the x:;gstmi‘:;g:
nating figure of our century in India
He was the co-architect of India’é
freedom, with Gandhiji. Not only
was he the fighter of India’s freedom
but also the great builder of modern
India, on scientific and rational
lines. C. Rajagopalachari called
him ‘the most civiliced person among
us.’ .Gandhlji spoke of him in
glowing terms : ‘In bravery, he is
not surpassed, who can excel him
in the love of the country ?.... He
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is pure as a crystal, he is truth
beyond suspicion ; ruthful
sate in his I;lands::;"ne nation is

Nehru’s view on woma

her position in society finds (I:Ianag}g
expression in his writings and his
;pgqc!x,es. In “The Discovery of
ndia”’—he records with great thrill
zlmd. pride the events that brdught
ndian women into the forefront
of India’s political scene.

“‘Most of us menfolk were i

] i

fohrilrslon}.l And then a remarkabl?:
' g happened. Our women came
o the front and took charge of the
struggle. Women had always been
there of course, but now there was
an avalanche of them, which took
not only the British Government
but their own menfclk by surprise
Here were these women, women ot;
the‘upper or middle classes, leadin

sheiteted lives in their homes peag-
sant women, working class wc;men‘
rich women, poor women, pouriné

defli_ance of government order and
g(_) ice lathi. It was not only that
1ﬁslay of courage and daring, but
:;,1 h ;rwa:eve_n more surprising was
the ganizational power they show-
Never can I for i
: get the th

that came to us in Naini Prison wli:alr:
news of this reached us, the enor-

that filled us. We ¢

] - ould

;_dlk about all this amoeng ou:l;rlgg
or our hear.ts were full and our eyes
were dim with tears. y

. _ My father had joined us I

1{; Naini Prison and he told us m?xtgll;

} at we did not know. He had been

tﬁenctlgt{mg outside as the leader of
7 civil disobedience movement

at:m he had encouraged in no way

the aggressive activities of the
men all over the country. He

‘disliked, in his paternal and some

what old-fashioned wa;
rtrlomen and old mcssingy ’ab)c’)%‘:nlgn
e streets under the hot sun of
summer and coming into conflict
rlrll;l: the police. But he realized
0 emper of the people and did not
w.stf:oura.ge any one, not even his
l ife and daughters and daughter-ir.-
aw. He told us how he had been
agreeably surprised to see the ener
tv:::)urage and ability displayed gg',
theme.n all over the country. O)E
‘ kgxrls.of his own household he
poke with affectionate pride.

Nehru believed i

. n the emanci-

g?stsxori):f women and he made ;:)

pressai ut giving it unequivocal ex-
on too. In the same book

L

l
WORE

out in their tens of thousands in NN

Hi il

mous pride in the women of India_‘ .

—Prof. Prema Pandurangan

Nfehru mentioned the legal position
of women according to Manu.

“The Legal position of women,

;cocg:tmgfu:hM?nu, the earliest ex-
e law, was definitel

bad. They were always dependen)t(
on somebody—on the father, the
husband, or the son. Almost they
were treated  in law as chattels.
And yet from the numerous stories
in the epics this law was not applied
very rigidly and - they held an
honoured place in the home and in
society. The old law giver, Mana,
lllllmsclf says : ‘Where women are
honoured, the gods dwell.” There
is no mention of women students
at Texila or any of the old univer-
sities. But some of them did fung-
tion as students somewhere for there
is repeated mention of learned and
scholarly women. In later ages
also there were a number of eminent
women scholars, Bad as the legal
imsn_uo_n of women was in ancient
India, judged by modern standards,
lé was far better than in ancient
hreece, Rome, early Christianity,
the Canon Law of medieval Europe,

¢

and indeed till right up to compara-
tively modern times at the beginning

of the nineteenth century.”

There is a deep human commit-
mentin his statements and one dis-
covers the basic humanist in him.
He is for a respectable dignified and
equel-to-man treatment for women.
He does not forget the saying 0
Manu-Yatra naryastu pujayante
tatra ramante Devatak !

Nehru believed - with conviction
that women have a great role to play
in society. Education being_the
main sustenance for a civilised
society, was to be thrown open to
women too. Inone of his speeches
made in Madras, in 1955, he makes
it clear that women’s education is
not a concession, it is theirs by right,
contributing to the welfare of society
and the country.

“Fruly no argument is re-
quired in defence of women’s
education, For my part, I have
always been strongly of the opinion
that while it may be nossible to
neglect men’s education it is not
possible or desirable to neglect
women’s education. The reasons
are obvious. 1f you educate the
women, probably men will also be
affected thereby, and in any event
children will be affected. For every
educationist knows that the forma-

tive years of a persons’s life are the

first seven or eight years. We talk

about schools, and colleges which
are no doubt jmportant, but a
person is more Of less made in the
first ten years of his of her, life.
Obviously, in that period, 1t 18 the
mother who counts most of all.

Thereforc the mother who has
been well trained in various ways
becomes essential 10 education.
Most mothers, trained otherwise, 1
regret to say, ar¢ not good mothers.
They are too soft. They stuff their
children with all kinds of eatables,
put too many clothes on them, wrap
their necks 2nd heads and ears with
all kinds of woollen apparel and
make the boy or girl almost an
imbecile before he or she grows up.
Therefore, it is necessary for women
to be educated, if not for themselves,
at any rate for their children....”

According to Nehru, the edu-
cation of women makes for sane
children and sober children. The
woman who rocks the craddle can
also light the Jamp of learning.
She is not a chattel a kitchen maid;
she is the builder of personalities,
the bedrock of faith and culture

and the Indian tradition.

Talking about women’s occu-
pation Nehru felt that the modern
woman is capable of taking up cer-
tain position in offices. Had he
lived on, he would be pleased to
see several high offices held effi-
ciently by women in India, the
highest being the Prime Minister-
ship, which his esteemed daughter
Tmt. Indira Gandhi holds with

aplomb and dynamism.

Nehru’s views on women and
their emancipation are clear and
precise.  He does not throw over-
board tradition nor does he accept
orthodoxy blindly. As the saga-
cious poet Kalidasa wanted, he 100
dzsires an admirable amalgamation
of the best of the new and the best

of the old. According to him, the
Indian woman is not to be in pur-

_ dah, nor is she to be an unfeminine

creature seeking a brash equality
with man. For him the Indian
women is basically feminine, gentle,
tender, sensitive and traditional in
the wholesome sense of the term
wlilthout which she is no woman at
all.

“ Women in India have played
an important part in our social life
and in our history. They have
played this part in every branch of
national activity, from high learn-
ing to valour on the battlefield.
But it is their unobtrusive work in
the household, in the village or in
the larger community, that has
moulded the nation.

They are essentially feminine,
and that is as it should be. But
then I have always felt that India,
for all her manly qualities, is spe-
cially noted for the feminine virtues,
gentleness, tenderness, a certain
patient resignation ard a quiet
and sometimes amazing courage
of a somewhat passive kind.”

Nehru believed that the greatest
revolution in a.country is the one
that affects the status and living
cond:tions of its women. He re-
cords with admiration and enthu-
siasm the impact Gandhiji made on -
women’s life in India.

«1t was Gandhiji, that wonder-
ful man and great revolutionary,
who brought a dramatic change
among our women, when at his
bidding they came out in large
numbers from the shelter of their
homes to take their part in the
struggle for India’s freedom. Once
the old shackles were removed, it
was no longer possible to replace
them in the same way. Attempts
were no doubt made to go back,
but they were bound to fail.”

Nehru was a sensitive writer, &
zealous patriot,” a prince by birth, a
democrat by conviction, a believer
in values, a modernist in attitude,
an Indian at heart, a humanist in
outlook. He believed that education
would affect women in India but
not the essential characteristics of
India’s women.

In conclusion one remembers
the Lord in the Gita, remarking
about His imnfanence in feminine
qualities.

“ Among women, I am fame,
prosperity, speech, memory, intelli-
gence, firmness and forgiveness.
(X—V. 34). ,
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TREE PLANTING AS INGENTIVE TO MAKE
A WANDERING TRIBE SETTLE DOWN

Settling down in one place perma-
nently and raising tree cg)ps f(}:re li?eaii
hood is unheard of in Nariku:ava
(@ nomadic tribal community of
Tamil Nadu) families. Bat it has
been fa:l.thfqlly practised by about
%’li uga.gmxlaess kmhzt.llzliting Nerkundsam

lage, m. North of i
Chingleput District. Madras in

Living in this tiny hamlet for m
than 25 years, the tribe’s passion ‘i)‘cl;:
growing trees around their homes is
reflected in the form of well establi-
shed and yielding tamarind, neem
jamun, silk cotton and various other
useful trees. “These trees give us
fruits, fuel, and shade. They shelter
the birds, which we hunt for food”
said an elderly Narikurava woman.

Many of them are seriously taking
up systematic forestry with assis-
tance from the Tamil Nadu Forest
Department.  Under the SIDA
(Swedish International Development
Authority) assisted social forestry
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isgegxlr‘lde, the fores:t department is
yvols ng the Narikuravas in plan-
o egdsrelsis’ to meet their immediate
needs. 1xed plantations of useful
tree ave been eagerly planted by

€ people, according to a forest
department personnel.

Some of them ha i
t ve takento raisin
::ftﬂyrlsmﬁa\llg tll;lzir holdings. (Thes%
en provided with
about two acres of 1 mi
WO 3 and pe i
fTor _cult_lvatlon by the Gogerrnfnag:g
ino 1trlllst11 the social forestry concepi
" le minds of these nomadic
Eel ptedthe Forest Department has
owif t‘: ib: y:[;glghwoman from their
C s she is doing a
|orl:)tof Popularising tree gplangt(i)r(:;1
protecting the seedlings from the

mouths of goat h
toano ﬂicig.l. s and cattle, according

Important Component

Concentratin,
-OnC g on the “Tree Culti-
vation Incentive Programme”, :tiln

Important component of the massive
f(’(})res;ry project 19 year-old, P.Indira
eaarzs hll{s wh;sohz;_s pa;:lsed Plus Two,
d . or her rol
v1l!age forgstry worker. Shg ga;e?:g
Il;g:lghbourlng villages on her new
b icycle to popularise the scheme and
ot supervise the plantings. She has
? arget of raising two lakh seedlings
am;i distribution among villagers,
}; tsht; also guards an eucalyptus
ph ntation in the vicinity. Above all
she maintains her own zucalyptus
plantation of two acres.

For the 35 year old N.Thi -
Vathan raising tree plantatilor:x;:ea’
new experience. He has planted
many useful treespeciesin the holding
Jtlillst behind his house, and tends
! c:;n vtgry carefully. In about 1}
ne h:s of land, a little further away,
e grown eucalyptus. He is very
enty s1astic about the new plantations

e claims that the large mixed
plantation of the Forest” Depart-

HULTI-

Launching of a number of welfare schemes
marked the commencement of the seven - day
Multi-Media Publicity Campaign at Pudukottai.
Inaugurating the Exhibition got up by the
State and Central Government Departments, the
Hon’ble Minister for Information and Religious
Endowm:nts, Thiru RM. Veerappan, announced
that a mini zoo would be set up in the Collectorate
compound. He said the Government was consider-
ing such a scheme for all the districts also. The
Minister planted a variety of trees in the com-
pound of the Collectorate under the scheme ‘one
family one tree’. The targetisafive lakh trees. The
Minister also released a few spotted deers in the
forest area of the Collectorate declaring it a deer
sanctuary. He also distributed milch cows to 80

EDIA PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN

and giftsto the Ex-Army personnel of the Pudu-
kottai District.

The District Collector, Thiru R.Karpura
Sundara Pandyan, LA.S, who presided over the
function said, more than 400 villages would be
covered during the campaign peried. He said over
600 families would get the benefit of subsidised
loans besides 4,500 persons who would get Rs. 127
lakhs under LR.D.P. Scheme. He also added, by
the end of this year onelakh pattas would be distri-
buted to the landless.

Thiru C.N.Krishnabharathy, 1.A.S., Director
of Information and Public Relations, Government
of Tamilnadu, explained the aims and objectives
of the Multi-Media Publicity Campaign which

At the Exhibition Ground,

tural labourers,

ment (planted in 1962) gave him the
inspiration. He goes there regularly
to hunt small games and birds for
his livelihood. *“Once these trees are
?°Wn up, my mother need not go

00 far*® in search of firewood for

persons of the weaker sections of the society.

unveiled 13 plaques symbolising the completion
of one project for each of the 13 Panchayat Unions
in connection with the Multi-Media Campaign.
They comprise of six community centres, four sec-
tion buildings one ruraldispensary,one Panchayat
office, one ground level reservoi
ata cost of Rs. 6.5 lakhs.
gave away pattas 101,000 landless people, loans
amounting to Rs. 42.5 lakhs to the Harijans at
differentialrate of interest, free clothes to agricul-
prizes to the enterprising farmers

r-all completed

The Minister

districts also.

The Minister

cooking'he said confidently.

_ The involvement of these wander-
ing people in planting and nurturing
seedlings is very revealing. They
have planted young seedlings of

resumed after a lapse of eight years. He also said
this campaign at Pudukottai would be a pace
setter for conducting similar campaigns in other

Membersof State Legislative Assembly Thiru
Rajkumar, Thiru Vijaya Raghunatha Thondaman,
Thiru Thirumaran, Thiru Marimuthu and Thiru
Sundarajan also participated inthe function.

All the Media Units of the Central and State |
Government and Development departments and
nationalised banks participated in the Campaign.

fruit and shade trees in their house-
fronts and backyards and protect
them carefully from goats and cattle
by putting up fences using thorned-
twigs.

( Courtesy the Hindu)
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The Flag Day, celebrated every year on 7th December is an

important and glorious day in Ouar National life.
As a praiseworthy measure of recognition of the services of the

in the snowy mountains and to remember their valiant deeds both in
war and in peace for providing a secure life for the people of the
Nation. The donation given by usis utilised for the welfare measures
selfless sacrifice of the Defence Personrel Of /three services who have

to the families of those who sacrified their lives in battle and in defen-
ding the Nation and to ex-servicemen and their families who have

given themselves wholly for the cause of the Nation.
bute liberally to the Flag Day Fund with gratitude and enthusiasm.

good opportunity for us to appreciate the soldiers of our three
duties with constant vigil in guarding Our Nation in the sea,
a proud heritage I request all people to be kind enough to contri-

who sacrifice their happiness and comforts

ple

in the implementing of schemes for
1’

.

o contribute libemlly
—S. L. -Khurana,

otherwise, remain largely
GOVERNOR OF TAMIL NADU.

es rendered to the na-
effacing work deserves to be

-servicemen. These schemes need

continuing generous public support. May I appeal

The Public contributes on this day each year

On the 7th of December, 1983, wcvshall be
spontancously and generously for the benefit of

celebrating the Armed Forces Flag Day.
ex-servicemen. The sale of flags for the cause brings

acknowledged by the participation of all the peo|

Mr. Chairman,

It is three years since the Federal
Republic of Germany took the initia-
tive to inscribe on the agenda of the
U. N. General Assembly this item
entitled ‘International Cooperaticn
to avert new flows of refugees.’
We have carefully followed the
debate on this item and the views
presented by several member states.
We are acutely aware of the different
dimensions of this problem which
have a considerable burden cn seve-
ral individual states as well as the
international community. It is in-
deed unfortunate that while develop-
ments in communications, scierce
and technology have pleced at our
disposal better and more effective
means for promoting economic and
social development and improving
the human condition, our effcrts in
several cases have been set back by
the tragedy of involuntary or forced
movement of populations. Massive

On several occasions we have had
to face the problems arising from
the influx and consequent rehabili-
tation of a huge masses of refugees.
We are acutely aware of the heavy
financial and social burdens which
these influxes imposed upon us.
We, therefore, view this problem
with the utmost sympathy.

It is the view of my delegation

RUBLEM

Thiru S. Ramachandran,
Hon’ble Minister for Electricity.

that the exodus of peoples seeking
refuge in foreign land is a result not
only of domestic policies but a
symptom of a far deep malaise that
affliuts the international system. To
prevent new flows of refugees which
is the intent and purpose of the
agenda item under our considera-
tion, it is necessary to establifh a
new system of international rela-
tions based on respect for indepen-
dence, equal rights and coopera-
tion, and one that would assure
peace, security and prosperity fer
all peoples.

My delegation believes that the
international community has at its
disposal adequate machinery for
dealing with the fundamental causes
for the exodus of refugees. These
are, chiefly, the violation of human
rights, economic disparities between
nations and regions, internal cr
regional instability, and foreign

bly are the priscipal organs for the
maintenance of international peace
and security.

However, though the machi-
nery -exists, events as they have un-
folded over the last four decades
have shown that the root causes
of the problem have not yet been
adequately addressed we still have a
long way to go for concrete measures
to be worked out to prevent the-

flow of refugees and to aver( the
creation of situations which result
in such flow. Itis with deep regret
that we note that with all its autho-
rity, the united nations has still not
achieved the vacation of foreign
occupation and domination, and
particalarly of the peoples of Pales-
tine and Namibia.

‘We would like to see the United
Nations strengthened to make it
more capable of enforcing its deci-
sions. While relief to host countiies
must not only continue but te
increased efforts to find permanent
sHlutions of underlyirg problem
must te intensified. We welcome
the setting up of the group of
Governmental experts to undertake
as soon as possible. A compiehen-
sive review of the problem in all jts
aspects to avert new massive flow
of rpfugces, and with a view to deve-
loping recommendations on 2ppro-
priate means of intetnational co-
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& 2 2 E refugee flows are accompanied by aggiession. The promotion of peration in this field, having due
B E £ - 2 widespread _suffering ard misery human rights lies within the juris- regard to the principle of non-inter-
By @ 2w 8 - and pose serious humanitarian prob-  diction of several subsidiary organs vention in the internal affairs of
< e 3 & ,E lems. They also affect domestic of the General Assembly and the sovereign states. We note with
= g - € n B = order and stability in the receiving economic and social council. The satisfaction the general agreement
S E L 2 D ° 2 countries and can jeopardise inter-. question of restructuring the current  reached by the group that it should
82 = g o ) hd national peace and securily. inequitable states of the internaticnal not adopt a legalistic 2pproach, but
= 2 53 g, 3 ) economic order has been taken up scarch for effective means to avert

Ezs B eEe 2 Mr. Chairman, my country has  in the general assembly and various new massive flows of refugces.

g 2 3 z = = had first hapd EXPETICL.ee o_f this qthcr spec1;zhs.ed forums. The secu- At this point, I must briefly
g2 & %5 g e 3 problem and in gigantic magnitudes. rity council and the general assem- refer to certain developments in our

cighbourhood which threaten to
give 1ise to a situation resulting in
the involuntary flow of popalation.
The distinguished foreign mihister
of Sri Lanka in his address to the
General Assembly in the general
debate, had described recent events
in his country and had commented
in a forthright manner on the out-
burst of violence in which the Tamil

- minority underwent untold suffer--



ings. The foreign Minister of Sri
Lanka has been there for centuries.
There is also ‘another category of
Tamils from India who went to
Sri Lanka in the last century. A
large number of these settlers have
not yet been given Sri Lankan citi-

zenship. While this sensitive and

emotionzl problem of the future of
these so called ‘stateless persons’
was rcsolved in an amicable manner
between the two Governments, there
are hundreds of thousands of these
Tamjly of Indizn origin who have
been given Sri Lankan citizenship,
or who are still awaiting fulfilment
of the promises to getit. They feel
particulatly  unnerved by recent
events and are wanting to seek
refuge in India. Nzedless to say
when there is violence and turmoil,
there is no di.tinction between the
Sri Lankan Tamils and the so called
Indizn Tamils. This danger of a
flow of refugees into India is ali too
real. Thousands have come and
more are coming. Thus it is that
tension and conflict in Sri Lanka
cannot but hzve its impact on India.
Following the tragic events of July,
1983, the Pfime Miaister of India
offered her good offices to help in
the process of rebuilding confidence
and resuming 2 dialogue between the
communities, and this offer has
been ac:epted by the President of
Syi Lanka. As has been stated
categorically by our Prime Minister,
India does not intervene in the
internal affairs of Sri Lanka or
indezd any other country. India
docs not support any separatist
movement, nor does it support or
condone, resort to violence of any
- kind. It is our sincere hope that in
the spirit of democracy that has
characterised the policy of Sri
Lanka, a viable polifical solution
will soon be found assuring safety
and legitimate rights to the Tamils
as fpll and equal citizens, so that
the people of Sri Lanka can live
together in peace and harmony.

Mr. Chairman, my delegation
would once again fike to place on
record its appreciation of the ser-
vices which the U. N. High Com-
missioner for Refugees has been
rendering to displaced persons all
over the world during the last 33
years. My delegation is of the firm
view, that because of the almost
continuing nature of this problem,
whatever steps we may finally take
to avert the flow of refugees, either
forced or voluntary, from ore
country to another, should not be
to the. detriment of .the humanita-

rian activities of the UNHCR. 1If.

anything, this possible additional
role of the world community should
2 complementary and not contra-

dictory to that of the U. N. High
Commissioner for refugees.

The Prime Minister of India
Mrs. Indira Gandhi, in her keynote
address at the seventh Non-aligned
Summit held in New Dethi had said
and I quote ‘India has been through
many vicissitudes. Alongthis tor-
tuous road our guiding pole star
has been the philosophy of tole-
rance’. Mr. Chairman, in its endea-
vour to obviate, or at least to
mitigate, this tragic problem of
refugees, we have to approach in a
spirit of tolerance the inescapable
responsibitity of the international
communily to protect and safeguard
the basic human rights which entitle
every individual to a decent and dig-
nified existence in his homeland.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.
* * *

The Permanent Representative
of Sri Lanka Mr. 1. B. Fonseka in
his statement spoke of interesting
parallels between  situations en-
countered by the Government of
India and what Sri Lanka had
experienced duting the very recent
past. He felt that the Indian
delegate familiar with communal,
linguistic and religious disturbances
in his own country would show a
greater degree of sensitivity before
throwing the first stone in this
committee.

* * *

In our right of reply, Mr.
Ramachandran took the opportunity
to give a fitting reply to the speech
made by the Permarent. Representa-
tive of Sri Lanka. He spoke as
follows: —

On having listened to the Sri
Lankan delegate 1 feel sorry for not
making my pocition clear. I regret
that the delegate of Sri Lanka should
have taken umbrage at the reference
made in my statement this morning
and descended to a low level in his
reply. Although the cistinguiched
regresontative of Sri Lanka said
that he was speakirg in sorrow
rather than anger, his remarks re-
flected anger rather than, sorrow.
I have no desire to enter into a
polemical debate but with to clarify
some of the points mede by the
representative of Sri Lanka and
correct the misunderstandings.

_ It was not my purpose to inter-
nationalise the problem. Rather it
is India’s hope that the problem

in Sri Lanka would be resolved .
peacefully witk wisdém and justice.
+Our bonafides are :;mamfes‘t. The

good- offices cf the special’ envoy
of the Prime Minister of India are

~still available. Wc trust that the

Government of Sri Lanka would
make use of it.

The distinguished representa-
tive of Sri Lanka has made a gratui-
tous reference to Assam and other
problems in Indiz. I acknowledge
that we do have problems; indced
it would be strange if in a large
courntry such as ours with a dynamic
society on the march, we did not
have tensions arising trom time to

time because of socio-economic and

other factors. However, the diffe-
rence between this and the situa-
tion in Sri Lanka is that the effects
do not spill over into any other
country. Nor do they pose any
difficulty for any other country.
Secondly, even if there has been
viclence and turmoil, the power and
authority of the Government and
its machinery in India, unlike in
some other countries, has invariably
been exerted in favour of law, justice,
equity, reconciliation and harmony.

Mr. Chairman, the distinguished
representative of Sri Lanka has
made some unwarranted reference to
the domestic polilical situation in
India-and in particular about Tamil
Nadu. It can have no relevance
here and I do not wish to go into
it in any detail. I should, however,
clarify one point in categorical
terms. The people of Tamil Nadu
and the people of India regardless
of party affiliations or their pro-
venance are all equally distressed by
what is happening in Sri Lanka and
are equally concerned about the
adverse impact on our country.
With reference to the representative
of Sri Lanka’s allegation that India
Is providing succour and support
to terrorists and that a safe haven is
available to them in Tamil Nadu,
I categorically reject the allegation
and innuendos as totally false and
without any foundation what so-
ever. In addition, I have already
stated this morning, that India does
not support violence and abhors
and rejects terrorism anywhere. 1
would like to reiterate that no help
or assistance is being given to Sri
Lankan tcrrorists by India, that no
sanctuaries are being provided and
all that India can be accused of is
that out of humanitarian considera-
tion we are frovidirg refuge to
innocent men, women and children
fleeing from brutality, violerce and
terror perpetrated against them.

(Speech of the Hor’ble Minis-
“terfor Electricity inthe Special
Lt Palitical - Committee of the
i United Nations on the subject
“International Cooperation to
avert new fiows of refugees”

on 22-10-1983.)

iaji occupied a number of responsible posts
in hisRl?)Jné span gf life. [ stillremember the advice
he gave me nearly 10 vears ago dur‘!ng one of my
meetings'with him at his residence.*Never go after
positions. Keepon doing your work vynth sincerity
and perseverance, Assignments will come 1n
search of you™. Probably in his advice, Rajaji was
autobiographical! Whatever positions he took up,
he never bothered whether these positions \Iv(e_re.
high or low. He applied only one yardstic _llr:
fearlessly discharging his duties. This yardstic
was invariably his uncompromising conscience.
One of the first assignments which Rajaj too
up was the Chairmanship of Salem Municipality
in 1917. Inthe short period when he was a Chailr-
man, he notonly did remarkable work, but was also
’responsible for arousing the shock and ire of qum:
a few conventionalists. The whole episode canno
be better explained than in the words of the .greailt
Jeader Thiru K.Kamaraj himself. He succinctly
wrotein one of the articles

BHISHMA OF OUR TIMES

“Rajaji was practisingasa fawyerin Salem.
He eamé'djreputation as an able lawyer. . He
was even at that time averse to the distin¢ 1(;:1
between man and man on the basis of his birth.
When he was Chairman of the Salem Mumc}:ln-
pality, he made arrangements for people who
were considered UNTOUCHABLES to mg;(e
freely in the strects and draw water from public
taps. He did not at all mind the opposition
of the orthodox to his reforms. :I‘hxi step
of Rajaji was revolutionary at that time”.

Dw. H oVO HANDE

Hon’ble Minister for Health

\)

“Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam speaking areas).

Under the Government of India Act, 1935,
the Congress assumed Office in 1937 in the Madras
Province (Comprising of 26 Districts of Tamil,

The responsibility of Leadership naturally feill on
Rajaji. poThe constraints with which the various
provinces had to function in those days were in~
numberable, because the Governors had more
powers and had nevertaken kindly to Indians ruling
the country. Itisto be said to the credit of Ra);;n
that he never allowed this handicap to fetter his
decisions and actions. An interesting aneccote in
the words of Thiru V.V.Giri, the Labour Minister
in Rajaji’s Cabinet gives us a measure of l:ns inner
will and courage displayed as an administrator.



“There was a big trade dispute in the
Madurai and Papanasam Mills owned by the
Harveys in 1938, and the employers decluared
a lotk-out. Neraly 20,000 workers were
faced with the ordeal of willing to work and
vet denied the opportunity to do so. And,
thislogk-out continued for nearlythree months.
My attempts to make the employers take up a
reasonable attitude was not successful and
they decided to reopen the mills and lift the
lock-out on certain conditions which were
against the interest of the workers. Their
intention was to employ only those “loyal”
workers or recruit fresh hands, keeping out
those whom they considered to be active trade
union workers or “inconvenient” to them.

When [ learnt of this, I suggested (o Rajaji
that the management should never be allowed
to have their way and open the mills unless a
satisfactory settlenient was reached between
the workers and themselves. I decided that
an order under Section 144 Cr.P.C. should be
1ssued against the management directing them
notto openthe millstillasettlement wasarrived
at. Rajaji was rather surprised at this uncon-
ventional approach but finally agreed with me
that a drastic view must be taken in the matter
norder to bring the erring employer to reason.
When Rajaji telephoned to the Governor, who

was at that time at Ooty, informing him of

f/I_e proposed step, the Governor expressed his
disagreement; but Rajaji was firm and informed
the Governor that if the views of the Govern-
ment were not accepted, his Government would
resign.  Ultimately , for the first time in the
hlst.ory of the country, Section 144 was imposed
againstthe Management compelling the emplo-
yers to climb down from their high pedestal
and reach a final settlement with the workers.
I am (_qferring to this incident to show that once
Rajaji takes a definite sgand he sticks to it irres-
Pective of consequences.

STATE AUTONOMY

These are days when various academicians
and poylmcxans belonging to different hues talk
Incessantly of State Autonomy. It is surprising
that very few make adequate mention of Rajaji,
whenever the subject of State Autonomy is brought
up. In my view, Rajaji was the one who laid a
firm foundathn to the semblance of State Auto-
nomy that exists today. Till Rajaji became the
Premier of Madras Presidency in 1937, the only
source of income for State Government were a

paltry amount collected through Land Revenue,

Cinematograph Act and some reveny i

cipal Taxes. The bulk of the revenueefg:) :?lehg‘tl:t:
had to be got only through the doles that were
made out by the Centre (Excise, Customs Income
Tax, etc). ltwas Rajaji,whofeltthataSta{ecannot
have self-respect or a modicum of State Autonom

unless it had some respectable revenue for itse]yf’
He therefore sought to create a distinct source of‘
revenue forthe State known as Sales Tax. Without
this Sales Tax, no State Government could have
today claimed any respectability or “economic
autonomy”’! When Rajaji introduced this in 1937,

there was resistance from the Centre. 1again quote
Thiru V.V.Giri, the then Labour Minister who in
an article wrote as follows.

~ “Rayjaji had many firsts to hiscredit. The
introduction of Sales Tax and Prohibition
throughout the Madras State are conspicuous
examples of the lead he gave to the  country.
He showed great wisdom and tact in piloting
these measures inspite of opposition from some
quarters. When the Sales Tax Act was passed
by the Legislature and sent to the Viceroy, there
was an apprehension that the necessary assent
might not be given to the Act, but Rajaji made
Delhi understand that his Ministry was likely
to take the step of resigning if the assent was
not forthcoming. Prompt assent was given
by the Viceroy to the Sales Tax Act”.

During later years, Rajaji always viewed with
nostalgic satisfaction, the DEBT RELIEF ACT
that he brought during his Premiership in 1937.
1 did not realise this until one day, when an inci-
dent happened. I was casually telling Rajaji that
his birthday must be celebrated by associating some
message  with  it. He immediately said, that,

if I felt a message was necessary, he could think of

nothing more appropriate than the Debt Relief
Act that he brought forth, to emancipate the in-
numerable farmers from the clutches of usurious
money lenders. Since that year Rajaji’s birthday
used to be celebrated by us as Farmers’ day.

A great reform initiated by Rajaji in 1937
broyght about a silent revolution during that
period. 1t was the Temple Entry Legislation brought
by him,when he was the Premier of Madras State.
This Act gave the right to Harijans (Adi-dravidas)
and all those who were barred from entering tem-
ples to enter and offer worship on an equal footing
with caste Hindus in ail temples. i

Rajaji became the firstand last Indian Governor
Gene(al of India. During this period, when Rajaji
Occupted the highest administrative post in India,
Several anecdotes could be told to bring home the
simplicity with which he conducted himself. 1
shall quote only one incident mentioned by Silambu
Chelvar Thiru Ma.Po.Si, Chariman of the Tamil
Nadu Legislative Council. Rajaji came to Madras
On camp as Governor-General and was eagerly
loqkmg forward to meeting his old friends in the
Raj Bhavan. One such friend was Ma.Po.Si.
As soon as this illustrious son of India now the

overnor General of India wastold that Ma.Po-St.
had arrived, Rajaji came out and hugged him.
Ma.PoSi. discreetly reminded Rajaji of _the
protocol, pointing out several other V.L.P.s waiting
for Rajaji even before Ma.Po.Si’s arrival. Rajaji
replied “those V.I.Ps will come here whoever is
the Governor-General, But you are more important
because yoy will come only whenIam here?

Rajaji never compromised his principles even
when he kn_ewthat hisunbendingattitude endanger-
ed the position he was occupying. For a brief spell
of about a year in 1951 Rajaji was the Union Home
Mlmster.._ During those days, the Office of the
Home Minister was considered as a pivotal and
powerful post. Almost all the Chief Ministers

of States and- powerful politicians belonging to
the Ruling Party invariably attempted to use the
Home Minister to settle their scores or topple the
State Governments. Unfortunately for them and
luckily for the country the attempts on the part of
the State leaders to ‘“‘misuse” the Office
of the Home Minister did not succeed.
Rajaji put his foot - down firmly on
such attempts and told these politicians that they
would never be allowed to use him to further their
ends. He politely hinted to the PrimeMinister
that he proposed to concentrate only on the admin-
stration of the country, unfettered by the political
pulls and counter-pulls of the State bossez. This
attitude of his was one of the reasons why Rajaji
easily succeeded in resolving the Telengana Tangle
in 1951-52. :

We have innumerable examples of Rajaji’s
refusal to allow communal considerations to have
any impact or sway on his administrative decisions,
One such conspicuous example was his choice of
A.D.C. when he was to take up the assignment of
the Governor of West Bengal. Several suggestions
were made, but he set aside all of - “them and chose
Thiru Singaravelu, L.P.S., a brilliant Officer of the
Indian Police Service, who later on rose to great
heights.

The last administrative post that Rajaji held
fell on his shoulders in a dramatic and unexpected
manner at a very critical time. In 1952, \yhen
Rajaji thought he had enough of offices and decided
to quietly enjoy his retired life in Bazullah Road,
his doors were knocked and he was _m;ide to take
up the assignment of the Chief Ministership of
Madras State after a great deal of persuasion. What
a time to take up this assignment! There were no
rains for a long time. The State was in the grip
of a severe drought. The political climate too was
bad. Several giants belonging to the Congress
Party fell like ' Ninepins” during the 1952 General
election in the Tamil speaking and Telugu speaking
arcas of the State. Out of 350 Constitusncics,
hardly 160 returned Congress M.L.As. The food
position was precarious. Rationing was becoming
increasingly unpopular. The moment Rajaji took
up the leadership of the Legislative Congress Party
he did some quick ‘Magic” and the political climate
was set right. Fortunately, for him and the State,
copious rains solved the drought situation. Still
the food situation did not improve. However,
Rajaji took 2 bold and planned administrative step.
He overnight abolished the rice control order and
rationing was removed. None can describe this
better than the great Administrator Thiru Murugesa
Mudaliar in his Article *“RAJAJI IMPRESS ON

MADRAS ADMINISTRATION"

“The food control measures which were,
as I knew, worked out with great care initially
by the previous Advisers’ Government (Princi-
pally Sir Hugh Hood) ,after nearly 10 years
of operation became irksome to the public.

With 4% lakhs of tons of rice as buffer stock
and with favourablemonsoon it was an oppor-
tune moment tolift the control. The Board of
Revenue did ot however recommend decontrol
as it feared that there would be utter chaos as
soon as the control was lifted. The Secretariat

also took up the same line as it did not want to
taketheresponsibility. Rajaji more or less kept
his own counsel and had discussed the matter
with Thiru Rafi Ahmed Kidwai, the Central
Food Minister. Finally, he sent for the Depart-
ment Secretary for a brief final discussion. The
Secretary (who was a very intelligent officer
and a friend and classmate of minefcame back
and told me his Deputy, that the ‘old man’
was amuased at our objections and fears and

that he remarked jocularly, ““What is the good
if Secretaries don’t have courage! “Rajaji
announced decontrol the same evening. Rajaji

explained, “'Every change is necessarily atten-
ded with some inconvenience at the outset.

But the change is certainly worthwhile”. This
was a very courageous decision of Rajaji and

it set the pace for decontrol in other States.

The next morning when the Press Corres-

pondents asked on what basis he had decont-

rolled, he teplied . laconically “on intution.”

It was again during this tenure of Office that
Rajaji had to put down with a firm hand the police
uprising when Thiru F.V. Arul was the Commissi-
oner of Police. Rajaji came out of this test in flying
colours. Immediately after this episode, Rajaji
won over the hearts of the Police, just as our present
Chief Minister did a few years ago!

Rajaji used shafts of sarcasm and humour
when any external force tried to interfere in the
internal administration of the State. An interesting
anecdote when the Vice President of ULS.A. Thiru
Richard Nixon called on Rajaji in 1952 when
he was the Chief Minister, is worth mentioning.
Rajaji did not like the platitudes displayed by
Thiru Nixon and even felt that Thiru Nixon was
attempting to arrogate to himself the role of an
Adviser to India. The press anxiously met Rajaji
and Nixon, who were closeted for nearly an hour
in discussion and asked them what they discussed.
Rajaji replied with a mischieveous smile. “We
spent most of the time telling each other as tohow
to rule his country”. This cryptic reply by Rajaji
cut Thiru Nixon tosizeand made him realise that
he had transgressed his boundary.

Rajaji while in or out of Office was the same:
whether he wasthe Chairman of Salem Municipality
or Governor General of India, he adorned the
various offices with simplicity and grace. Compared
to the long span of his life, the number of years he
was in Office was insignificant; but- the contribu-.
tions that he made to administration were pheno-
menal. Rajaji will always be remembered as a frail
man who strode like a colossus through the length
and breadh of India whether he used power or
opposed it.

‘ o . ... Honble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu . -
VR 'CO"V?,'""] ~ - Dr. M. G.“"(Ramé‘chandran. garldnding the statue of Rajaji..

}



The first anniversary of the
scheme of distribution of Tooth
Powder to rural children under the
Chief Minister’s Nutritious Noon
Meal Programme was celebrated on
26.11.83. This scheme, under the
able guidance of Hon’ble Dr.
M.G.R. is being implemented
effectively and one year has just
been completed.

The Tooth Powder manufac-
tured by the Government is meant
only tor the rural children, Th:

- Pressmen taken to balwadies and
schools situated nearby Madras city,
were very much impressed by the
scheme. One could see the bright
clean teeth of the children. The
Hon’ble Health Minister and Press-
men themselves examined the teeth
of the children using the Govern-
ment tooth powder. The cherished
desite of Hon’ble Dr. M.G. R.
has come true. This tooth powder
is given to children, who come
under the Nutritious Noon Meal
Programme. The Pressmen first
visited a tooth powder manufactur-
ing unit. The Press party was
taken around by a team of ~dental
doctors and students of Madras
Dental College headed by Dr. B. P.
Rajan, Principal of the Madras
Dental College. The manufacturer
explained that the mixing and other
processes were all done mechanically.
Packets of 30 gram tooth power
are packed using spoons by men
and women employees.

The Hon’ble Health Minister
Dr. H. V. Hande went round (ke
unit and inspected it. -

From there, the Press party was
taken to Y.M.C.A. School Centre
Kottivakkam. Dr. B. P.  Rajan,
who was emfrusted with the respon.
sibility of imp]emcn‘ting this scheme
explained in detail about the
scheme.

“The dental surgeons undertake

-of this scheme and the results

folow up action in the areas
where the tooth powder was biing
distributed to children. This has
shown that the incidence of dental
decay had comz down.” He further
said that a detailed study would
soon be done to assess the benefits

would b2 made known in a year's
time.

Dr.. Rajan _said that dental
decay was a major problem among getting “M.G.R. tcoth powder”’.
children, especially in the age

group of 34. Till'a child was two At Nemmele, the Hon'ble
years old the mother cleaned its Minister distributed sarees and
teeth, but at three, “ the period of

. dhoties to pzor men and women.
neglect™, set in. Shc would then P

leave the child 10 clean the teeth At V.G. P. Golden ' Beach, the
himeelf and if not cleaned properly Collector of Chingleput  received
dental  decay set in. The the Hoa’ble Health Minister. A
introduction of tooth powder at documentary film on Tooth Pow-
this stzge to children was really a der was screened to Pressmen.
great boon to them. This had A Villupattu programme was also
definitely brought down the tooth hzld to explain this scheme. The
decay in chi'dren covered under the Hon’ble Health Minister again
tooth powder scheme. spoke to Pressmen here.

Hon'b'e Health Minister while He said that 46 Small Scale
talking  to press men said that Industrial units, employing 1500
the main aim of the scheme people wepe engaged in manu-
is to create an . awareness facturing the tooth powder. The
among children of the use of a scheme had benefitted 6241 lakhs
proper tooth powder. He said that Children at 52,982 noon meal
all children in the age group 3-12 centces. So far, Rs. 312 lakh
covered by the Mid-day Meals worih of tooth power has been

Scheme were being given a packet distrituted.
of tooth powder

What struck the Pressmen :Vlrllo

Next at Injambakkam, the toured these _placzs was tth?it t tﬁ
Hon'ble Health Minister asked the scheme is being implemen %i wi

children whether they are getting utmost care, enforoed_lzlvgh efficiency

the tooth powder everyday. The and speed”. The children are novt\l'
children replied that they were gett- accustomed to cleaning their teet

ing it. When the Minister asked a daily in the morning. The scheme

four year old girl what powder she is being well organized with great

was using? The gicl promptly zeal and children getting the tooth

replied “ Sattunavu tooth powder.” powder looked bright and cheerful.

The rural people are extending

At Panaiyur kuppam, too, when their full support. to lhlS scheme

the Hon'ble Minister asked the Which could be easily noticed from

question a girl said that they wefe the very faces of the rural masse..

Wonlle

ction to felicitate the Horn’ble
ChAic';'u:Ainister of Tamil nadu Thfll'\l
M.G.Ramachandran, on his con erf
ment of the Degree of Doctor o
Laws by the Madras University was
held at A.V.M.Rajeswarl Kal?;gng
Mantap on 30.10°83. The func a:;:?e
began with a m_usncal perform ce
of Kalaimamani Subbu Arum;ga
and Party. Thiru A. Vellaichamy
M.L.A. welcomed the gathering.

ating the function in

I;::)';glil;g }fis Excellency the

t(l;evernor of Tamilnadu .Thlr.u

SOL Khurana pointed out in his.
speech -

of
«The reasons for _the success
the Hon'ble Chief Minister Dr. M.G,

Ramachandran are his strenuous

work, courage and confidence, his
td

ity to take definite
:&?g:)r::.l cl?afhgy films, he actcili
as an ondinary rickshaw man ani-
played many roles - from anf a.gl:;s
culturist to various types of roies.

_®

o Minisloy

Ims enacted by him werc
lecéhgngmial welfare of the society.
He got a place in the people’s heart
that cannot be wiped out, by playing
such roles in helping the people-
the poor and down trodden, sche-
duled and the backward. He was
notonly an actor. He wasan autho-
rity and an expert in the film world.
From film production to film direc-
tion, he used all that he learnt excel-
lently. That is why, people elected
him as Chief Minister of Tamilnadu.
It is not an éxaggeration to say that
he got tremendous advancement
inhislife only by his hard and labo-

rious work.

man cannot become famgus
in twﬁ specialities, film and politics.
But Hon’ble Dr.M.G.Ramachandran
has achieved distinction in both.
This was a man, suffered at the age
of seven and worked hard continuo-
usly to come up in life. 65 lakh of
children sre benefitted by his nutri-
tious meal programme. He is im-

nting this programme with
g:-:?.te cougrage. This scheme has
been functioning from July last year.
The benefit of this scheme will be
known not now but in future only.
This scheme is his brain child.

Now, he has announced that he
is going to introduce vocational edu-
cation. Let this scheme also be a
successful one. Similarly he has
brought another scheme “one job
for one family’. Through this scheme
the unemployment problem can be
reduced and thereby the countHrZ

cts an opportunity to prosper.

g also iml;ﬁgmenting National Rural
Development Scheme and Self Suffi-
ciency Scheme successfully. He
managed the recent severe water
scarcity of the Madras city. Now,
he has introduced another Krishna
Water Scheme to find a8 perma nen}
solution for the water scarcity ,Oh
Madras. He is acting well wnh
determination by following the pat

of Perarignar Anna in safeguarding



national integration.””

The Governor’s speech was
followed by a poets’symposium by
women in which Tmt. Soundra
Kailasam, Tmt Dr. Sivakama-
sundari, Tmt. Sivasankari, Tmt.
Santhi Natesan, Tmt. Umayal
Muthu, Tmt. Savithri Raghavendra,
Tmt.Mankayarkarasi participated.

Thiru Tiruppur Manimaran,
Legislative whip welcomed the gathe-
ring during the poets’ symposium
held in the evening. Many poets
praised the Hon’ble Chief Minister
Dr. M.G. R

Hon’ble Dr. M. G.R. does
not belong to Tamilnadu alone but
belongs to the entire humanity.
The Hon’ble Minister declared
that a function of this type is absol-
utely necessary today. In the 30
years of my close association with
him 1 am now participating in a func-
tion, which he did not approve of.

Yes, M,G.R., does not like func-
tions got upto felicitate him. Vio-
lating his orders, I am presiding over
a function got upto release a book
on M. G. R, tor which I ask his
pardon. This is a good augury for
the future.”

ther he could administer, since he
was an actor. Administration is
difficult than acting. The welfare
measures implemented by him are
lauded by the people. He has pro-
ved his administrative ability just
as he did in films which I appreciate.

I also appreciate the nutritious
noon meal scheme and the pro-
gress made in the field of Industry.

As an individual the Chief Mini-
ster of Tamil Nadu is a generous
person. I hope that he woald receive
more titles and wish him many more
years.”’

A seminar was also held then on
various facetsc of Hon’ble Dr.
M.G.R.s life, which was presided
over by ‘Thiru Valampuri John,

M.L.C.. Hon’ble Thiru R. M.
Veerappan, Minister for Information,
Religious Endowments in his speech
said:

“Dr.M.G.Ramachandran is carr-
ying out the orders of the Late Perari-
gnar Anna, who wanted to create
history in Tamilnadu, and I am the
follower of this great leader whose
wishes and commands I carry out.
He can think and do nothing but

o0d.The Madras University has aw-
arded the Doctorate to Thirn.
M .G. R. which confirms what .the
Jate Perarignar Anna told about our
Chief Minister-"In him I found that
potentiality”” which was fuily utilised
and used by late Perarignar Anna.

His excellency, the Kerala
Governor Thiru P. Ramachandran
in his speech said: In the Gitalord
Krishna tells Arjuna: “Do your
duty, do not expect the fruits ™.
Likewise the Madras University
after having watched the performance
of Thiru Dr. M.G. Ramachandran
for the past 6 years as Chief Minister
has conferred on him the Degree of
Doctor of Laws.

There are a number of persons
who have obtained a degree, a num-
ber who got it by other means. But
the doctorate conferred on the Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister do not belong
to thiscategory. If the Madras Uni-
versity should confer a degree it
means that the entire world appreci-

atesit. When Dr.M.G.Ramachandran
became the Chief Minister df Tamil \etenseasse®

Nadu people were wondering whe-
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Hon’ble Legislative Council
Chairman Dr. M.P. Sivagnanam,
Hon’ble. Speaker Thiru K.Rajaram,
Hon’ble Finance Minister Thiru
V.R.Nedunchezhian,]usnceKglshna-
samy Reddy, Thiru N. Mahalingam,
Tmt. Soundra Kailasam, Thiru
Kulandaisamy and Thiru Valampur!
John M.L.C. addresssd the gather-
ing.  Thiru Kirubanandawariar
released a book on ‘ M. G.
Ramachandran ”, written by Thiru
Jagatrakshakan M. L. A.

g
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Wshtom

felicctale  The Hon'ble C/ugﬁ /}Zh's/b?.

A function was organised by
the Legislators of Tamilnadu to
congratulate Hon’ble Chief Minister
of Tamilnadu Dr. M.G.R. on his
receiving the Doctor of Laws fiom
the Madras University. A grand
dinner was given to honour Hon’ble
Dr. M.G.R. at Rajaji Hall on
10.11.’83 by the Hon’ble Dr. M.P.
Sivagnanam, Chairman of the
Legislative Council and Hon’ble
Thiru K. Rajaram, Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly.

Thirau K. Rajaram, Hon’ble

‘ Speaker of the Legislative Assembly

said “so many universities-the uni-
versities in America, London, and
Annamalai University etc,, came
forward to confer a Doctorate on
M. G. R. But he declined to receive
the degree. M.G.R. accepted the
one given by the Madras University
because the President of India hs

come to grace the occasion on 1S
125th anniversary and it would not
be polite not to accept the honour.
The Madras University has confer-
red the degrec on humanitarian
grounds and for social  services
rendered to the people. He was
a humanist even before he assumed
the gaddi of Chief Minister. The
Self Sufficiency Scheme started for
the welfare of those below the pover-
ty line has received great accolades.

He was very close tothe hearts
of the poor and the underprevileged.
Having known the pangs of hunger
at a tender age, he wanted to feed
the children for whom he intiated
the Nutritious Noon Meal Progra-
mme which has been sucoessfully
implemented in our stato whereas

the neighbouring states are groaming

under the magnitude of the scheme. nam

We compelled Dr. M. G.R. to
participate in this function. I wish
that he would receive more honours
and a long life”.

Dr. M. P. Sivagnanam, Hon’ble
Chairman of the Legislative Coun-
cil said that the Madras University
has conferred on him the Degree
of Doctor of Laws, because he had
done rare things and achieved great-
ness. And the day is not far off
when he will receive the Nobel
prize also.

The Hon’ble Minister for Fina-
nce Dr. V, R. Nedunchezhiyan con-
gratulating the Chief Mini_stcr said,
%it is matter of pride and joy for us
to know that the Degree of Doctor
of Laws has been conferred on the
Chief Minister in recognition of
his social servicé, humanitarian
approach, for his contriburion to
art. He is a standing example of
humanitarian qualitis.

His acceptence of the degree
without any publicity only shows
his humility.

1 sée the samo degree of humi-
lity in the Chief Minister that I have
seen in Anna™.

A memento depicting 8 model
of the University, the Chief Minister
in his robes with the degree, children
partaking noon meal with the Chief
Minister was presented to Hon’ble
Chief Minister Dr. M. G. R. jointly
by Hon'ble Speaker of the Legis-
lative Assembly Thiru K. Raj

lative Council Thiru M.P. Sivagna-

A lace shawl in gold was presen-
ted by Thiru Jepiyar whip in the
counci! 4nd Thiru Manimaran whip
in the Assembly.

Replying to the felicitations
Hon’ble Dr. M. G. R. thanked the
Legislators for the sumptous dinner
and congratulations on his getting
the Doctorate Degree, said,*'I would
strive to uphold the honour con-
ferred on me by serving the people
with more dedication. It was due
t0 Anna that I have reached this
position today. I wanted to set up
a separate study of Anna’s philoso-
phy. It was RM. Veerappan who
was instrumental in promoting the
idea of constiwuting a chair for
the study of Ann’a philosophy. I
wanted the public to know who
initiated thisidea. Iam not saying
this to win acclaim myself.
I pause to think what Anna would
have said had he been alive today.
Whether I would geta Nobel prize
or not, I am happy to know that
there are a number of well wishers
who want me to get the Nobel prize.
We should not forget our past. The
duties we have to fulfill are enor-
mous. We have to strive to fulfill
them. Let me assure you that you
will always have my support and
let me thank the organizers and the
Speaker who congratulated me.

Sh Oppos:ef ition LemdA er Thiru Haja

erief, Thiru A. R.

MLC, Thi Anditbever, icades

of the Forward Block, Tmt. Tara
iyan gnd Vasant Pai, Members

and Hon’ble Chairman of the Legis- ot the Council also spoke.



Veeriah, the third child of Thiru Kathali-
ngam, belongs to a planned family. At the
Maravapathi  Nutritious Noon Meal Centre
of the Pudukkottai Panchayat Union, 54 children
are fed every day. One of these children is Veeriah,
a small boy. When he joined the centre on 1.7.’83
his parentscarried him to the Noon Meal Centre,
as he could not walk. This boy, looked like any
other normal child, when he was born. He began
to walk at the age of two and walked well for over
2 years. At the end of the third year, he fell ill
and was affectedwith polio and as a result he could
not walk. Inthisstage he joined the Chief Minis-
ter’s Nutritious Noon Meal Centre at the beginning
of his 4 th year.

As he began taking nutritious ‘meals daily,
and with physio-therepy exercises - given by the
organiser of the noonmeal centre he began to waik.
Others also helped him to walk. After the com-
pletion of 4 years he began walking slowly and now
heis able to walk and going to the noon meal
centre without anybody’s aid. He now plays with
other children and has become happy and normal
asany boy of his age.

. Whenhejoined the centre he weighpd, 9:050
kilos z:.C after a year, ie at the age of 4 his weight
has increased 1~ 12.500 kilo.
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RAJAJI-A HUMANIST

RS, KAILASAN, (Retd) SUPREME COURTJUDGE

Thiru C. Rajagopalachari—the Salem Vakil
was known respectfully in those days as
‘ACHARIAR’ in Pudupalayam and surroundiné
villages where he established the Gandhi Ashram
in early 1920s. ‘

C. Rajagopalachari who was to become
famous as Rajaji was then not only a leading
_crnmma} Lawyer in Salem town but also foremo:t
in public activities in that town, having occupiéd
the position as the Municipal Chairman.

Rajaji happened to be the family lawyer of
my grand parents, who were, as it was common
in those days with the big land owners involved in
land disputes. Rajaji used to appear in Courts in
Namakkal having jurisdiction over the area
which is at a Jistance of 32 miles from Salem. He
used to get into a spring double bullock cart after
dinner leaving Salem in the night and reach
Namakkal early next morning. It was believed
that for h.is protection, he carried a revolver
with  hitn  during the night journey.
Though at the peak in his profession and
public life, because of his connection with the
Independence Movement, he decided to give up
his profession and high office and to move to a
village and serve the people. When this idea
was mentioned by him 10 one of my uncles, Thiru
P. K. Rathnasabapathy Gounder, my wife's

" Mother’s father, he readily offered a fertile garden

land. Rajaji gratefully accepted the gift ¢

established his Ashramy in thgt lande ngltf}g dtl;'g
help of the villagers and Thiru Rathanasabapathy
Gognder, he erected a few huts and in one of them
helived and worked.  Pudupalayam Village wasa
dry and arid village without even drinking water.
In the village, there was practically no area which
was irrigated—the -lands depending on rains.
The villagers did not have any work practicaily
during the whole of the year. In fact villagers
found conditions very difficult and moved as labou-
rers to Ceylon and Malaya: There were practi-
cally no sources for drinking water—a few garden
wells that were in the area were all polluted, be-
cause people had to get down into the well physi-
cally to collect a pot of water. Invariably the
villagers who used the water thus polluted suffered
from guinea—worm—a painful and dirty disease.

It was Rajaji’s unquenchable thirst to serve the

poor that made him select and settle down in a
god-forsaken village like Pudupalayam. Having
settled himself in perfect village setting—a thatched
hut, mud flooring, a_coir-cot and a small desk
on which he could write sitting on the mud-floor,

‘he embarked on his mission of service.

It was at this juncture, the Khadi movement
was being ushered in. Rajaji set up a small
Institute in the Ashram, collected the villagers
and taught them how to spin out of a charkha.
With great reluctance and hesitation, the villagers
took to spinning and found that with some effort
they could make a few annas per day, which, in
those days, was a valuable addition to their other-
wise meagre resources. This income helped them
to buy some more grain and keep off hunger.

He also found that few labourers who earned
some money dissipated their entire earnings in
toddy and arrack shops. So he started in his
inimitable way, collected the villagers and told
them how harmful the habit of drinking was and
how much misery it brought to their homes.
The vital necessity for providing unpolluted water

t by him. In the well, which was
the Ashram, he made arrange-

- o li water without getting into the well
g]; r:;z;ﬁsl l&'? ;ulley——an "enabled the villagers to
quench their thirst. In those days some comm;‘x-
nities were not allowed to g0 anywhere nez}r,kﬁ_ e\

wells; but Rajaji succeeded m making drin mg‘

water available to oné and all alike. Rajaji opene!

a small medical centre to previde minimum

facilities to the villagers.

was strongly felt b}
in the Garden landin

und that some moneyed people lent

Rajaji fo exploited their poverty

the needy ones, €XP
;r:lc:inegoltlgcted high rate of interest. The p(:l?:i
‘who did not have any resource or income tconal
never pay the money back and were thusfmhe eroor
indebtedness. The utter helplessness O h( e P
was fully and mercilessly exploited by the money

lenders.

a Gandhi visited Rajajiin the Ashram
and shg.?vh?ltx? self-less and zealous work of 1}(;11_1a11i
He felt that the selfless work of Rajajt shoud. no
be confined to the Ashram.and its surroun Rm'i%’i
but should be on an All India basis. When ;JPC 'r'-
became the Chief Minister of M;c(l)rss; nﬂll;ss?n er.
i he villagers were upper- _ml
::1%5 h%fi;mediatily enacted the Madras Prohibtion

Act, 1939 which was soon followed up by the

Madras Agricultural Debt Relief Act. 1t 18 well

ino his adml
known that durmigv1 a(l;'as Presidency and later

ini f the res

m:g;iﬁgu? his public and pohtlczgc&rqir,s :g' ;ci:;/;;
oor, the villagers anc eir sl

z.)nrgczitiéh:llpthat he could to mitigate their suffer-

ings.
Gounder, the
iru P. K. Rathnasabapathy ,
Dorlg1 gtu the Ashram, was very fondt ohfi smgof:lsdiir
‘and me 2 vere sons O cousin,
?v‘ighgiredanvery early in life. He sent for l7ls a:rs
Toduced us to Raf Wik LIRS0 i i
uld not then unde why
?rfaigf';olnf oSa.lem should come and live in a hut

inistration as Chief

sitting on the mud floor and sleeping in a coir
cot, little realising his great spirit of sacrifice.
We used to meet him quite often. Seeing the
great benefit to the villagers, my mother ran a small
khadi production centre in our village giving em-
ployment to quite 2 few villagers. Rajaji told
my elder brother Thiru P. S. Nanjaya Gounder
that as the eldest member of the family, he would
in later years serve the public. Later, true to  his
wish, my elder brother took active part in public
life. He greatly contributed to ‘the uplift of the
villages. He was instrumental in improving the
irrigation facilities in the area, organised and
developed the co-operative movement also provid-
ed drinking water facilities to Harijans and
admission for their ehildren in elementary schools.
Rajaji was very fond of us. When we were study-
ing in the Ramakrishna Students Home, Mylagpore,
Mahatma Gandhi visited Madras by about the
year 1925, and stayed at ‘Amjad Bagh’ the resi-
dence of ThiruS.Srinivasa Iyengar. Rajaji sent for
us specially and introduced us himself to Mahatma
Gandhi as the nephews of the Donor of the Ashram
at Pudupalayam.

During his stay in the Village, Rajaji tried 1o
help the villagers in every possible way. He used
to settle their petty squabbles which might have
otherwise led them to Courts. He patiently
listened to their tales of sorrow and consoled and
cheered them. It was more because of his being
considered as a philosopher and guide of the
villagers he was referred to as the ‘ACHARIAR’
than due to his name ending that way.

It was my good fortune to have enjoyed his
blessing right through his life. It is with real pride
that | admire his attainments in various fields and
the unique reputation which he enjoyed in this
country and in the world. Still my highest regard
for him is for his humane approach and great
sacrifice for the benefit and upliftment of the
downtrodden. Rajaji's  “finest hour” was
when he served living in the thatched hut at
Pudupalayam Village.

~
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tenance of ex-servicemen who are Scheme” 4 stalls at a cost of Rs.
suffering from Leprosy. During the 38 835.55 have been established and
period under report one case i gjjotted to deserving ex-servicemen.
sanctioned Rs. 618-50 for a period go far 214 stalls have been esta-
of one year subject to remewal pjished. v
annually.

Under the Scheme of Annual

Monthly Inter;m Relief Grant: Maintenance Grant to Next.- of

Sanctioned towards mainte-
nance to the widows whose pension
cases are pending award. Daring
the period under report 2 cases have
been sanctioned Rs. 1238.40.

Old Age Pension :

Sanctioned to the destitute ex-
servicemen/widows who are above

Kin of the defence personnel Killed/
disabled in action during Indo-Pak
Conflict of 1971, an amount of Rs.
18,000 was paid to 35 individuals
and 135 war widows of earlier opera-
tions have been paid an amount of
Rs. 80,400 as Annual Maintenance
Allowance.

The Scheme is meant for train-
ing defence personnel in Industrial

lwelfare of
EX: SERVICEMEN

It is the duty of all Citizens of
India to ensure that the war widows,
the war disabled, éx-servicemen and
their dependents’ are well looked
after since it is them who have given
their best to secure the borders and

- protect integrity of the freedom of

the Country. The Armed Forces
Flag Day is an occasion for us to
remember the valuable services ren-
dered by the three services. In order
to fulfil our obligation towards the
war widows, the war disabled, the

- ex-servicemen and their dependents,

the Government of Tamil Nadu
have created a separate Department

. called “Department of Ex-service-

men’s Welfare™ under the control of
Honourable Minister for Finance.

The Department of Ex-service-
men’s Welfare is utilisi two
separate funds namely “Tamil Nadu
Ex-services’ Personnel Benevolent
Fund” and ‘“Amalgamated Funds”
to render resettlément/rehabilita -

. tion assistance to ex-services popu-

lation of Tamil Nadu. The details

of assistance réndered during 1982-

gil from both the funds are furnished
ow :—

Monthly Grant :

Sanctioned towards mainte-
nance to deserving ex-services per-
sonnel, their families and dependents
of deceased ex-services’ Personnel.
During ‘the period under report
1629 cases have been sanctioned to
the tune of Rs. 8,29,796.

Marriage Grant :

Sanctioned to one daughter of

ex-servicemen at Rs. 500. During
the period under report 633

requiring immediate spot financial
assistance; During the period.
under report 2201 individuals have
been sanctioned with this grant

involving a total amount of Rs,
91,015.

Pocket Money :

Sanctioned to ex-servicemen
under going treatment in the TB
and Leprosy Sanatoria. During
the period under report 275 cases
have been sanctioned Rs. 17,594.20.

Funeral Grant :
Sanctioned for meeting funeral

expenses of the deceased ex-service-
men. During the period under re-

port 441 cases have been sanction-

ed Rs. 66,170.
Flood Relief Grant:

‘Sanctioned for alleviation of
distress due to flood. During the

daughters have been sanctioned this period under report one case
grant with total expenditure of been sanctioned Rs. 300.

Rs.3,17,500.

Lump Sum Grant :

Scholarship :
Children of ex-servicemen are

Sanctioned towards resettle- sanctioned examination fees, book
ment in civil life by opening of small atjowance, scholarship / stipends
ﬁ;ty shops, poultry farm, small for their studies. During the period

iness etc; 25 cases have been under report 6495 children have

sanctioned Rs, 7,550 during the received Rs. 5,31,752-33.

period under report.
Immediate Relief Grant :

Monthly

Pension to
Patients : L

Leprosy

' Sapctioned to tho individuals  Sanctioned towards the main-

60 years of age at Rs. 30 per men-
sem. During the period under re-

Training Institutes before release
and continuing their training after
release with a view to improve their
chances of productive absorption in
civillife. 5 ex-servllloe;nent;lveye pa:c:
‘ i aowe of Rs. 200 per month for their pos
Monthly pens:oni to,s w.ldows release training period apd Rs. 5,600
pre, 1-1-1964 Pensionet® = was disbursed under this Scheme.

port a sum of Rs. 31,563-70 has been
sanctioned to 85 cases.

i main-
Sanctiones ‘towa.rds ook ank Loan Interest Subsidy
tenance to the widows of pensioners B Lo

served prior to 1-1-1
gil;?l subsequently. So far

i have n sanctioned to
:l’;: (::\vxsxe of Rs. 3,98,195—60. . .
| ness from tho Nationalised ‘Banks.
Jai Jaman Stalls “For loan upto Rs. 5,000 interest
Under “Self Employment subsidy is given over and above 4%,

nde! \ .

Under this scheme eligible ex-

i can draw loans not ex-
::vdll‘;legm g.ls 50,000 for doing busi-

I

and for loans above Rs. 5,000 and
upto Rs. 50,000 interest subsidy is
iven over and above 7Y%, charged
y the Banks. So far 497 have
beerr assisted with expenditure of
Rs. 54,343.44 as assistance.

Under a scheme of presenta-
tion of Dhoties and sarees to the
awardees of old age pension during
Pongal and Independence Day, 104
ex-servicemen/widows  were pre-
sented with Dhoties and Sarees to
the tune of Rs. 5,200 during Pongal
snd Independence Day Celebra-
tions, 1983.

2

In order to honour the ex-
services' Personnel, His Excellency
the Governor hosts ‘Tea’ to them
every year on the eve of Flag Day,
at Raj Bhavan. During this func-
tion held on 5-2-1983, for Flag Day
1982, 100 ex-servicemen/widows
have been presented withnew dresses
and 6 disabled ex-servicemen were
presented with Hearing aids/crut-
ches to the tune of Rs. 6,525.60.
Similarly at the District level the
Collectors are holding functions to
honour the ex-services’ Personnel in
all the District Headquarters.

In order to enable the women
dependents of ex-servicemen to earn
their livelihood and to supplemet
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their income, they are given train-
ing in tailoring in the tailoring units
run by the ent in the Dis-
tricts. So far 4321 dependents have

undergone this training and 247
are under training. During the
training period they are given
stipend of Rs. 30 per month along
with raw materials worth of
Rs. 20 per month, During the

riod under report a sum of Rs.
1,77,576.10 was spent for the above
training. So also the children of
ex-service personnel are trained in
Shorthand and Typewriting in the
Institutes run by the Department at
Madras, Thanjavur, and Nagercoil.
640 children have availed this train-
ing so far and 120 are undergoing
training. A sum of Rs. 24,621.90

has been spent-towards the pay-
ment of stipend and purchase of
stationery to them.

There are 5 Jawans’ Bhavanscon-
structed at Tiruchirapally, Vellore,
Salem, Coimbatore and Thanjavur
at a costof Rs.?27 lakhs. A sum
of Rs. 6 lakhs earned annually from
these Jawans Bhavans is credited
into TNEPB Fund and utilised
towards various welfare measures.
Similar Jawans Bhavans are under

constryction at Madurai and Siva-
kasi at a cost of Rs. 15 and 7.50
lakhs respectively. A multi-store-
yed building at Madras at a cost of
Rs. 40 lakhs is nearing completion.
Proposals for construction of Jawans
Bhavans at South Arcot at Cudda-
lore and Ramanathapuram are under
process. A rest house at Kodaik-
kanal at a cost of Rs. 1.72 lakhs is
to be constructed shortly.

_An Old Age Home for destitute
military pensioners has been cons-
tructed ai a cost of Rs. 6. lakhs at
Vellore, North Arcot. This home
can.accommodate 58 pensioners and
this is the first of its kind in the
Country.

<

In order to promote the job
opportunities for the women depen-
dents of ex-services’ Personnel, a
printing-cum-binding unit has been
established at a cost of Rs. 1 lakh
at the Office of the Assistant Direc-
tor of Ex-servicemen’s Welfare, St.
Thomas Mount, Women dependents
are trained in printing, composing,
book-binding and paper cutting,
and are executing orders from
various sources.

In order to éncourage the young

men to join in the Armed Forces,
the Department has organised train-
ing camps in various districts and
so far 3734 youncimen were trained
and out of which 2600 youngmen
were absorbed into Armed Forces.
This has also resulted in promotion
of the economic condition of the
families of the un-employed young-
men by securing them emplovment.

In order to facilitate the ex-
servicemen to compete with the
other youngmen who are coming out

fresh from Schools/Colleges in the
competitive examinations held by
the Tamil Nadu Public Service
Commission/Banking Service Re-

cruitment Board, coaching classes
are organised and the ex-servicemen
are paid stipend during the period of
coaching.

Under the Scheme of ‘Prepar-
ing Ex-servicemen for Self Employ-
ment® 21 ex-servicemen are under-
going training in Electrical Wiring
and Welding in the Rural Extension
Centre, Arni, North Arcot District.

Thus the Department of Ex-
servicemen’s Welfare has been fook-
ing after the welfare of ex-services’
Personnel in a commendable man-
ner. The Schemes implemented in
Tamil Nadu are followed in other
States and also appreciated by the
Government of India.

A seminar oa “Compaters for
Government applications was inau-
gurated by Hon’ble Minister for
Health Dr. H. V. Handeon24.11.’83
at Chola Hotel, Madras. The
seminar was organised by the Elec-
tronic Corporation of India and the
Anna Institute of Management,
Madras.

80 Senior officers representing
over 40 Government Departments
attended the seminar.

Thiru R. Nagarajan, LAS,
Director, Anna Institute of Manage-
ment welcomed the participants.

Thiru K. Chockalingam, LA.S.,
Chief Secretary to Government of
Tamil Nadu presided over the semi-
nar. In his speech he said.

_«Some of the i:pportant Govern-

ment departments 12
soon switch over to comput

i depart-
He said that selqcted
ments at the Sccretariat and other
taces in the City wou
?o the central computer at the o
of the Director of Statistics.
departments Wou
d extract data 1T
gmputcr through input-outlet te
minals plac
and would
data. ’

also transmit re

mgrehensive, computerised healt
M vevgu:g zg.repand delivery system which will and personnel.

i £ ble it to fulfil its pledge of pro-
betoen sxilc?in; lilealth care to all by the end M
them. " of the centary.

d be hooked did not know how many enter

The _Chief Secretary said com- ties for tubectomy, they did not
puterisation would help in toning have doctors who were posted in
up the administration at various some other centres. There were
levels. medical institutions, where drugs

) ~ were not available and in some

Inaugurating  the  seminar other hospitals they were overuti-

Hon’ble Health Minister said that lised.

W

i
coRpuiERS FORGUYE -0 e it
i of |
Electronics corporaggn;

-

Anna institute of Manasement

1; L ?ﬁ

These anomalies could be set
right only through use of sophisti-
cated ‘computers to collect data
from every source, collate them and

State Government should evolve a advise the right department on the

calth requirements of drugs, equipment

Col. V.S.M. Sharma, General
anager (computers) ECIL, said
India did not ha;ae abundanlt capital

: for optimum utilisation. It was in
He said the Health Departhent i, girection computers could be
t use to step up productivity

: ; ity of
dras General Hospital daily , - e
?ﬁ: 3%%; what treatment. These data 22 the quality of public service.
Id be able to feed wer® urgently required to anSWET ..o 4500 on planning and also deve-

ions fr }
from the centr?{ gu:fgéofowd that while some of the

Today computers could analyse

om legislators. Again, op codes for protecting confiden-

Centres and sub- il information.

i Health 10
ed at the. d°partf§§:3 fe‘,‘,‘t‘;’g‘?were equipped with facili- . Thiru Mani, zonal manager,

ECIL, Madras, proposed a vote of
thanks.

G. BHASKARAN
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Object Origin and Growth :

The ‘main objective of Consu-
mers” Cooperatives is to provide
protection to Consumers against
exploitation. They serve the com-
mon man by making available to
them consumers goods of quality
and correct weight at fair price.

The origin of the Consumer
Cooperative movement can be traced
back to the year 1904 when the first
consumer cooperative society viz.,
the Triplicane Urban Cooperative
Society in Madras was organised.
There was no appreciable progress
in the growth of the consumer co-
operatives till 1915, The First
.Worlc_i War led to abnormal increase
in prices of essential commodities
and this stimulated the growth of
consumer cooperatives to some ex-
tent. There was a decline in the
growth when things returned to
normalcy but the second World
War created conditions which led toa
resurgence of the movement. Cont-
rol over the price and distribution
of essential commodities coupled,
with rationing of food grains, gave a
new imretus to the organisation of
more consumer cooperatives. The
Government found in them a relja-
ble agency for the distribution of
controlled commoditiestothe Publjc,
Assured business and absence of
competition from private trade
enabled them to develop their
business without much effort. With
the increase in inflationary levels
and difficulties  experienced by
periodical shortages in the availa-
bility of essential commodites, a
fillip was given to the growth and
spread of the consumer cooperative
movement.

The National cooperative Deve-
lopment ware housing Board
(known as the National Cooperative
Development Corporption) set up a
Committee in November 1960, with
Dr.P.Natesan, a vetern cooperator,
as the Chairman, to suggest measures
for the development of the consumer
cooperative movement inthe country.
Among other things the Committee
recommended State participation
and a large measure of State assis-
tance, 5o as to bring into existence a
new set up of 4,000 primary stores,
100 wholesale stores and an apex
level wholesale store in each State.
In pursuance of these recommenda-
tions the Government of India
sponsored a scheme for the organi-

sation of consumer cooperatives j

all the important cities g.nd toizn]sn
which had a population of 5000
and above. The implementation of
this and various other schemes for
the development of consumer co-
operatives in the Third and subse-
quent Five year Plans had contribut-
ed to the significant growth of the

consumer cooperatives  j
country. " the

OLE

G. N. DAS, B.Com.,
Special Officer.
Consumer Co-operative.

The Structure of the consumer
cooperatives in India is a four tier
one, consisting of the National
Consumers ~ Federation at the
Natlonai_ Level, State Consumers’
Cooperative Federations at the
State Level, Cooperative Wholesale
stores at District level and the
primary Cooperative Stores at the
base level. The net work of con-
sumer cooperatives in India com-
prises of the National Cooperative
Consumers® Federation, 15 State
Consumers’ Cooperative Federations,
about 5,000 Cooperative Whole-
sale Stores with about 3,000 bran-
ches and 295 Department Stores
(Supermarket) and about 16,000
Primary Cooperative Stores with
about 2,700 branches.

The net work of consumer co-
operatives in Tamil Nadu consists
of the Tamil Nadu Consumers’ Co-
operative Federation at the State
level, 29 Cooperative Wholesale
Stores at the district/intermediary
level and 3798 primary Cooperative
Stores which includes 292 stores
for industrial and plantation workers,
15 stores for women and 2938

stores for college and high school
students at the base level.

The Consumer Cooperatives
have opened 30 Department stores
{(Super Markets), 159 Large Sized
Retail OQutlets/Modern Retail units
(mini-super markets) and about
1,500 branches. The value of goods
sold to the public by all the consu-
mers cooperatives in the State has
registered a steady increase from
1977-78 as given below : '

Year Retail sales
(Rs. in Crores)
197879 137.42
1979—80 140.92
1980—81 181.55
1981—82 211.30
1982—83 228.00

The programme for 1983-84 is
Rs. 250 crores consisting of Rs. 170
crores in urban areas and Rs. 80
crores in rural areas. Tamil Nadu
occupies an unique rosition in the
consumers cooperative movemient 10
the country. Nearly 1/3rd of the
total turnover of consumers CO-
operatives in the country is account-
ed for bycooperatives in TamilNadu.
The total membership is also the
highest in Tamil Nadu (13.24 lakhs)
followed by Delhi (9.16 lakhs)
Maharastra (7.53 lakhs) Uttar -
pradesh (6.49 lakhs) and Karnataka
(6.11 lakhs) against the All India
total of 62.83 lakhs. The member-

q

ship in Tamil Nadu is more than :ﬁ

1/5th of the total membership of
the consumer crops in the country. !

Regional Distribation Centres :
With a view to pooling the §

purchasing power and strengthening |
the bargaining power of the con-%

manufacturers and producers, two

sumer cooperatives and ensaring 1
smooth and continuous supplies from /’\ g
v

Regional Distribution Centres, one -
at Coimbatore by the Coimbatore

District  Consumers Cooperative
Wholesale Stores and the other by
the TamilNadu Consumers Coopera-
tive Federation at Madras have been
opened with financial assistance of
Rs, 22.32 lakhs and Rs. 10}.41 lakhs
respectively. The Rggional Distri
bution Centre at Coimbatore caters
to the needs of 6 Cooperative
Wholesale Stores and their 43 bran-
ches and 170 primary cooperative
stores in the district of Coimbatore,
Periyar and Nilgiris. The Regional
Distribution Centre at Coimbatore
effected supplies to the extent of
Rs. 1,600 lakhs during the year
1982-83 to the Consumer Co-
operatives attached to it.  The

Regional Distribution Centres at

Madras which was started recently
supplies consumer goods to 7 Co-
operative Wholesale Stores and its
202 branches and {30 Primary
Cooperative Stores in the districts
of Madras Chengalpattn and North
Arcot. It has effected supplies to
the consumer cooperatives attached
to it-to the value of Rs. 212 lakhs
during the year 1982-83.

Distribution of Vegetables :

With a view to ensure a fair
return to the farmers and a reasona-
ble price to the consumers, a scheme
was formulated for the distribution
of vegetables and is implemented in
Madras City*from the year 1981-82.
This scheme has been continued
during the year 1982-83. Financial
assistance to the total extent of
Rs. 1.05 lakhs to four Coperative
Wholesale Stores in Coimbatore,
Trichy, Madurai and Thanjavur,
districts for the purchase of tri-
wheelers and Kiosks, so as to extend
the scheme to the above four towans,
has been sanctioned during the
current. year. Due to unprece-
dented drought conditions through
out the State of Tamil Nadu, there
had been steep fall in the prodaction

e



of vegetables in June-July and conse-
uently, 1 . puram coffee powder, so u
&creasyed lrileanii);c:‘);? %it;eg:%??\: powderof Madurai coats Ema;;° l:eft'
to ensuring smooth flow of vegetab- Cooperative Stores etc have es{ab-
les to the ultimate consumers and lllsh:dareputatxon intheir local areas.
:;(), gggigts;g:srmgprmes, thei{msumer otut iicﬁe;“rog“’%ml@kmed to bring
: were requested to step Ul SuC ucts like edible oil
_vegetables on a large 5 r powder etc., vermicelli
ﬁiﬁhe gn aﬁe?ﬁéve pwféamrfne wﬁi g::gilgjd ;gxﬂagnd,t coffec powder,
number i 4 T ele, | -
"outlets has been increasedo b;etgx} matic manner in idegﬁﬁg& si:"’isg‘si;
times and as many as 112 retail pack the products in a-cooperativ’
outlets were pressed isto service branded attractive packages a.ng
Hill Vegetables are procured from °nsure their continuous_availability
:ﬁetggo%?lz?\;e L?;rketlizi Sdcieties ;‘;a:g;a%?gpﬂragwe re%il outlets at
ris the while country prices. This will be
ggetables_ are procured  from the :)gcked up by suitable publicity
ooperativesin the producing areas. LrOugh magazines, news papers,
A sgecial incentive scheme for the 210 T. V. ete,
by onnel has also been mple- 16 Coimbagore D
. ol i d i -
of the order of Rs. 6.50 lakhs, The has ot C°°p°ra¥?“’gWh°}:tsggSﬁggs
innsie sheme b some mpact 51"l o e, L Topur
) rice trend and the { ... xS, 2.21 lakhs. The
prices have started coming down. g?;:‘és p;:g?“%&i’&ﬁ ‘;’fler{.lée
. ani’. e
unit has produced about 40,000 dozen
. banians during the year 1982-83.
Cooperative branded products The banians are marketed through
produced/processed by the co- the supermarkets, mini-supermarkets
operatives themselves have been 20d the textiles sections of coopera-
encouraged so that cooperative live stores. .
can face challenges of consumer _. ‘
basiness in the coming years. A VYillage shop Programme :
it;egmgx_x;% has been made by identify-
co%‘ e: ;:o ;d ec;:!:, spices, vergucelh, policghg State Govirnment took a
,s0ap nut powder and ecision i the year 1978 to
g:-l(l,sde:ct;vlézl: bﬁ”‘i‘"ﬁﬁved branded :g:/t:r al}‘ 'ﬂ}xe revenue villages in the
introduced. Some which are about 16,000 in
grgﬁ ’gff;:ts(-“k? sgg? Triplicaﬁe &unlzlt‘;er by public dilstribution Sys-
j “ooperative ‘Society gingelly y opening retail shops in each
?nﬂ, Targ‘n’liNadp Cooperative Market fb?g\"pnue village to ensuze free availa-
cﬁ' ] ederation  groundnut - oil, bility of essential commodities at
hinthamani coconur oil, groundnut reasonable prices in rural areas.
oil and refined oil, Chandrasekara- i} districts were allotted to the

Cooperative branded products :

cooperative for opening fair price
shops and 4 districts to the Tamil
Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation.
The Cooperatives have opened 5441
full time shops in the villages with a
population of 500 and more and
1277 part time shops in villages
with a population below 500 but
above 100. Besides that, the then
existing 5441 fair price shops were
converted into multipurpose shops
selling all essential commodities in
addition to controlled commodities.
At present, there are 11,159 village
shops run by cooperatives in the
State as against 5441 in the year
1978. About 63 lakhs family cards
are attached to these village shops.
They distribute in addition to the
seven controlled commodities which
come under the Public Distribution
System, other essential commodities
sach as dhals, chillies, tamarind,
coriander; pepper, soaps, blades, tea,
coffee, matches, etc., The vlaue of
goods sold by the village shops from
té::i ;ncephon of the scheme is given
W —

Value of goods

Year (Rs. fr‘: I ‘:}ores).
197778 547
1978—79 9.96
1979—80 18.07
1980—81 - 3401
1981—82 85.00
1982—83 85.00

The Consumers Cooperatives in
Tamil Nadu bave taken deep roots

both in urban as well as rural areas

of the State and have become part
of their economic life. On account
of their impressive performance the
Government are utilising them in
implementing various ecopomic and
social welfare schemes. The con-
sumer cooperatives in 12 oat of 16
Districts in the State have been

entrusted with thetransportation of

food articles under the Chief Minls-
ter’s Nutritious Meal Programme to
about 45,000 feeding centres every
month, They transport about
15000 M.T., of rice, dhal and
Palmolein every month to -the
centres. The Consumer Coopera-

3 ! tives in Tamil Nadu have thus attain-
! ed great importance and play a vital

role in the implementation of

- yarious schemes formulated by the

Government for the economic and
social development of the people
and more particularly the weaker

" sections.

| e

Chilaren are our hope for the
future. Any investment which is
directed towards their well being
is an investment in the right direc-
tion. Tamil Nadu stands out as the
State which has laid due emphasis
on the overall development of
childten in its planning. All aspects
of a child growth are taken care of
by the stace and schemes have been
formulated to help this over all
development.

The schemes fall into three
main categories. Nautrition, Care
of destitute children, care of handi-
capped children.

_ There are mainly three nutri-
tion programmes implemented in
Tamil Nadu at present.

1. The Hon’ble Chief Minister’s
Nutritious Meal Programme.

2. The Integrated Child Deve-
lopment Service Programme.

3. The Tamil Nadu Integrated
Nutrition Project.

. Chief Minister’s Nautritious Meal
Programme :

Mal-nutrition during childhood
leads to severe health problems
among the children of poorer sec-
tions in the vulnerable age group.
To combat this deficiency a pro-
gramme has beenl launched to pro-
vide nutritious meals 10 the child-
ren below the poverty line.

The Hon’ble Chief Minister’s
Nutritious -Meal Programme Wwas
introduced in the rural areas of
Tamilnadu from 1-7-1982 and in
urban areas from 15-9-1982 to
tackle the problems of Mal-nutri-

tion and to provide facilities 101

pre-school educatiop and

care for the children in the age group
of 2 plus to 4 plus. At present 2
total number of 22,910 rural and
4,937 urban child welfare centres
are dunctioning in rural and urban
areas respectively. The total num-
ber of beneficiaries 1n our State in
both the rural asnd urban areas in
the age group of 2 plus to 4 plus is
about 23.00 lakhs per day.

Under the scheme, employ-
ment apportunities have been creat-
ed for about 83,538 women who have
been appointed as Child Welfare
Organisers and Child Welfare Assis-
tants. Out of 27,846 Child Welfare
Organisers 5,160 belong to Sche-
duled Caste and Scheduled Tribes;
976 are widows and 782 are destitute
women. Similarly out of 55,692
Child Welfare Assistants 11,120
belongrtq ScheduledCastesand Sche-
duled Tribesg,305 are widows and
2,025 are dcstitutes.

There are 3 main components
of this scheme :

for. Vie

yyhild
=yl

(i) Nutrition .
(ii) Pre-school Education
(iii) Health Coverage

(i) Nutrition :
’ Under this scheme the children

are supplied with cooked food
consisting of the following :

Gms.
Rice 80
Dhali 10 .
Oil 5
Vegetables &
condiments .. 50

The cost per meal per day for & .
child is .42 paise. It has been cal-
culated by nutrition experts that this
cooked meal provides 411 colories
per day to the child. Cooking is
done in a hygienic way and the meal
is served hot, fresh and delicious to
the children. For cooking in the

25



Child Welfare Centre, kitchen equip-
ments at a cost of Rs. 2,000 per
ruralandRs. 1,950 per urban Cuntre
‘have been supplied to all the Child
Welfare Centres. The Child Wel-
fare Organisers have been instruct-
ed and trained to use a Hay Box
in the Child Welfare Centre to
reduce the cost of fuel.

(ii) Pre School Education :

The children are given pre-
school education by the child welfare
organisers who have been specially
trained for the purpose. The em-
phasis in pre-school education is to
improve the imagination of the child
and to inculcate,some basic values in
the minds of the children.. They
are also taught hygienic habit.
Educational equipments at a cost of
Rs. 600 per set have been supplied
to the Child Welfare Centres. In
4343 Child Welfare Centres, the
child welfare organisers have been
given special Nursety school Train-
ing.

(iii) Health coverage :

Health Care of the children is
ensured by the administration of
drugs, vitamins, immunisation and
wherever necessary referral services.
In the rural areas and Municipalities
Public Health Department is ensur-
ing health care through their field
staff. To monitor the improvément
inthe nutrition status of the children,
weight is being taken regularly and
recorded in the health cards which
are also meant to record the immuni-
sation and other health particulars
of the children. So far 2,460
weighing machines have been sup-
plied to the Child Welfare Centres
in the rural areas through UNICEF
assistance. _

From 14th November 1982,
children in the rural areas are being
supplied with free tooth powder to
teach them the habit of good dental
hygienic.

The Child Welfare Centres in
the Viilages have been meant to be a

focal point where the children will=

not only receive nutrition, pre
school education and health care,
but also develop their minds on a
food community basis - These cen-
tres are also meant to be the com-
munity education centre for mothers
in the matter of child care and nutri-

tion. By the formation of Village &

Level Committees the community
participation and involvement is
ensured. The scheme has gone a
long way to usher in a classless
and casteless society.

Integrated
Services :

Child

The Integrated Child Develop-
ment Service Programme was  evol-
ved by the Government of India to
provide early childhood services, in
an integrated manner. The scheme
was introduced during the year
1975-76 with three projects in Tagnil
Nadw. It has since been extended
to 39 projects. Qut of this only two
are in rural areas at Nilakottaj in
Madurai District and Thally in
Dharmapuri District. All the other
37 are in the Municipalities and
Corporation areas.

Each L. C. D. S. Project has 100
Centres, called Anganwadis. Each
Project is managed by one Child
Development Project Officer to look
after the Nutrition and Pre-school
component and a Medical Officer to
take care of the Health coverage.
They are assisted by 4 Supervisors
and 4 Auxiliary Nurse Midwives
per Project. The following packa-
ges of the scrvices rendered through
the scheme.

(a) Supplementary Nutrition
(b) Immunisation

(c) Health Check-up

(d) Referral Services

(e) Nutrition and Health Edu-
cation

(f) Non-formal Education

Under this scheme also the
Nutrition component for 2+ to 44

Development

i

age group is implemented under the
Chief Minister’s Nutritious Meal
Programme. Apart from this it has
also been proposed to cover the
children below wwo years and preg-
nant and lactating women receive
ICSM and Bulgar wheat donated by
CARE.

Tamil Nadu Integrated Nutrition
Project

The World Bank assisted Tamil
Nadu Integrated Nutrition Project
is being implemented in three Dis-
tricts of the State viz., Madurai,
Ramnad and Pudukottai at present.

The Districts of Tirunelveli,

{ 4 /.
) e
' N
-
e e, Y

North Arcot and Chingleput will -

be covered shortly. The primary
aim of this project is to increase the
efficiency, coverage and overall
impart of the Government Nutrition
efforts. This is being accomplished
by a systematic concentration on
the nutritionally vulnerable age
group of 6 to 36 months. The project
also aims to improve the focus
quality and reach of nutrition ser-
vices for the nutrition risk groups
like pregnant and lactating women.
It also envisages a communication
component where the participation
of the community is ensured. The
Project commenced operation from
November 1981 in Kottampatti
Pilot Block of Madurai District and
at present there are a total number
of 4098 - Community .Nutrition
Centres in the Districts of Maduraj,
Ramnad and Pudukottai. The
principal components of the Project
are Nutrition Delivery services, rural
health services and Communications
with a view to improving commu-

.nity participation in Nutrition Edu-

cation.

o820 3D,
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In India, Daity Indus:try istbc;
ing more and more importan
:(s)pn;:iaglly in Rural areas where Small
Farmers/Marginal Farmers and Agri-
cultural labouress are encouraged tg
establish through Rural Integrate
Programmes. These farmers are
given dairy loan through either Na-
tionalised Banks or Co-operative
or Scheduled Banks and Subsidy is
also extended to minimise the loan
burden for these people.

impomnce of Dairying

. Iy
aicy Industry can profitab
coml?inerythe -crop production Itlo
provide gainful employment for the
rural family memberse(tlhgogighfl)ltéz in :
by which assured daily 1
z:ffbey expected through successf_'ué
dairying. Thus Agriculture  an
Animal Husbandry are complemen-
Lo e e 10, ths
ides feeds and fodder €
i:rz‘sl:ock maintained by these Agri-
calturists while Amm_?_l Hl:rsl‘i,ﬁ(n:;(yi
ides not only nutritious n d
gﬁilp:gducts, but also provxdis alx)llx
mal power-bullocks and valuable

. —y he
anic manure for enriching 1
0jbgrggricultural field in addition to bio-
gas which will be useful for lighting
and energising pumps for irrigation

purposes.

Improvement of genetic potenliality
of the animals

In order to improve the lgegreélsz
of the dairy animals

g’;ﬁﬁiﬁg programmes in White cattle
of exotic origin and up grading of
Buffaloes with Murrah Buffaloes
have taken through Animal Husban-
dry Department as well as DI\?II'K
Development Corporations. ilk

Asst. Professor

(Dairy) Department of Agro-
Economics

: TamilNadu A gricultural University

There is a wide gap between the
need and supply of feeds and fodder.
In foreign countries like Denmark,
Austcalia, United States of America,
etc., there are permnent pa§ture
lands meant for grazing of animals
and hence Dairy Industry is gaining
importance but in India there are no
.such facilities with the result the dairy
animals are not accessible to get
adequate fodder and hence low pre-
duction. In Tamil Nadu the area
under fodder cultivation is about
1 to 2 of the cropped area while
the arca under fodder cultivation is
more than 10%. in Punjab, Rajasthan
and Delhi.

Model Scheme to
Fodder

increase Green

Here a model schéme is sugges-
ted that can be adopted any where,
when irrigation and marketing faci-
lities are viable. With regard to

Production has.been increased manid marketing of fodder there will be no

to the implementation of
fOo}’(ilgieTION FLOOD I & II in
India by intensive mass programme
by Utilisation of Frozen Semen ob-
tained from exotic Proven Bulls and
through animal bealth cover. Due
to the integrated aporoach potenlia-
lity of Milk Produgtion has been
l)xllsic.!eral:nly increased and further
o ess can be achieved if adequate
gft‘;irtion is paid for sufficient fodder

production.

problem because in each village the
Milk Producers’ Co-operative Society
is being organised to which the green
fodder can be marketed easily with
reasonable price and this system will
be economical to the farmer - culti-
vator. The type of todder suggested
is BN2 as this grass is grown well
every where and relished by Cattle.

The n fodder production is
expected %{)eebe 1250 kg daily on the
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basis of 100 tonnes i
inputs made availagfé. acre with all
. It may be noted that th
w1ll. be daily income of Rs 118?;8
during the first year of fodder trans-
plantation and subsquently the daily
mcome will be Rs.172.70 from the
second year onwards. Thus the
Farmer-cultivator will be getting a
}"eﬁl(lllar assilred income through the
fodder cultivation i
ety and marketing

Tie up arrangement :
disposal of Foddor for effective

Thereis no problem in marketi
€ I arket
fodder in the village whenever fhgg

an agreement between the President A Whi i ilj
‘ t A which will facilitate regul -
and the Society members stating that céption and calving l‘esu“‘gnga;r‘c)?‘!:'

each society member will get gr
fodder and the cost of an%oun% f’grrl
the fodder supplied may be deducted
from the milk amount. Thus the soc-
::letymembers are assured of getting
aily fodder supply thereby there will
be increased milk production. Thus
the dairy man will get regular income
through this self-employment.

Benefits derived f i
Fodder Schome: rom this Model

1.The Farmer who culti
green fodder will be kept assurlt‘:lgtgi"

abledairying.

3. Due to assured

o, permanent

1bx::comc to all the Milk Society mem-

im:: thedeﬁoné)mical status is getting
reased leading to hi

o Tving g to higher standard

6. Dueto regular availabili

. ' ity of
;xtlallltll(1 :1(1;‘1_ plrlodllllct;pn, the nutritignal
S all the i i

S o amily members is

7. Above all there will be
WHITE REVOLUTION through
this planned GREEN REVOLU-

-,

18 a Milk Producer’ :
3 r’s Co-operati i
Society,where there is ever ingfeastilx:; ::;l

demand for green fod
: ¢ der to feed
dairy animals maintained by :lll:'.

society members. For effective Milk So

y regular income i i ;
other business, e just like from

2. The societ
I y members of th
clety are able to get the rcquif

system of fodder production and red quantity of green fodd
X er at a

disposal, there should i
between  the Farmel;e - aF:)l:dup
cuitivator and the Presidexe:lt-

reasonable price.

3. The turn over of the Milk

of the Milk Producers’ Co-o ;

Society b i perative Society i . :

pr. oduc):'ed Ywmhlgl sttlxle reen fodder due wy in émlllage will be more
pplied daily to and procurement milk production

the Milk Society and the
for the supply of fodder wiﬂ%zyggé

‘4. There willnot be any sterility

from the milk amount of th
; ose and infertili i
:.gg::g g:;nbaern:l who purchase the a.ninlxal:rég:{opar:sblee%s ax‘xllong ot
e o y and pour the milk to supply of green fodder © h?d B aon
. Again there should be tains abundant quantict; zf {:’liltacx:l')-
in

.

— v

;l‘ulr(le in each village by which the
«conom i
ety y " will defintely be

Conclusidn :

Inview of the above fact
attention needs to be paid ms’tlg::m
area for more green fodder culti-
tivation to enhance the milk produc-
tion so that this system will not only
pe!p the Farmers to get assured daily
angme_ through fodder cultivation

nd milk production but also assists
to lnlicrease the nutritional status as
;vner alt:: ;t:%d of living .of the
; .
rural economy. greater impact on
!
k J

News in Brief..

NEW FIVE-YEAR LAW COURSE
INAUGURATED

fnaugurating the five-year faw
course under the auspices of the
Directorate of  Legal Studies,
His Excellency the Vice President
Thiru M. Hidayatullah on 2nd
November, 83— said the new
scheme would turn out sound law-
yers since professional aptitude and
background of good education were
both linked in it. 1 must say that
Tamil Nadu has been very forth-
right in comipg forward and setting

this example.

150 Libraries to be opened in City

One hundred and fifty new
jibraries including 135 branch libra-
ries and 15 circle libraries one each
for the 150 Corporation divisions
in the City will be opened under a
new scheme of the Directorate of

Public Libraries.

Governor Lauds Noon Meal Scheme

His Excellency Tamilnadu Gover-
nor Thiru S. L. Khurana addressing
the 11th annual day celebrations of
the Women’s Voluntary Service of
Tamilnadu on 8th November 1983,
Jauded the State Government’s nutri-
tious noon meal scheme for children
and said that it would benefit over
65 lakh students who would grow
into useful citizens.

Proposals of Six Hydel Project
sent to Centre :

The Tamil Nadu Government
proposes to set up six hydro-electric
projects at a cost of Rs. 200 crores
fo generate a total of 420 mw,
Hon’ble Minister for Dairy Develop-
ment Thiru K. A. Krishnaswamy

said.

 The projects to_be set up in
Coimbatore, Nilgiris, Tirunelveli

. and" Madurai. districts, were ‘under‘ .
U the' Céﬁtrq?q mtfny -~ g

.t

TTDC Agents for Europe under Study

The Tamilnadu Tourism Deve-
lopment Corporation (TTDC) is
examining the question of appoint-
ing agents in West Europe to improve
the State’s tourist potential.

This was announced by Hon'ble
Minister for Information and Reli-
gious Endowments Thiru R. M.

Veerappan.

Tamil Nadu Government Allots Land
For Space Centrt

The Tamilnadu Government
has decided to allot about 355 acres
of land to the Department of Space

for the establishment of a }igund
test facility _ cemtr® Minister
for Revenue Thirt S. D. Soma-

sundaram, said.

Cloud-Seeding Around City ‘A
Spceess’

artificial rainmaking effort
by 111;1:: Tamil Nadu Government
€SS resqlltfinl% in three
i the normal ramia _aroun
thlﬂnz:g?’ashéity, Hon’'ble Minister for
Labour Third Raghava.nandam,v
said.

Science Centre €0 be set up in City

A science centre and observa-
tory, to be named after Perlyar,
will soon be set up in Madras at an
estimated cost of about Rs. one
crore, Hon'ble Minister for Edu-
cation Thir C. Aranganayagam
said on 16th November, when
inaugurating the tenth statg—!cvel
science exhibition organised jointly
by the State Education department
and NCERT, New Delhi, at a pri-
vate higher secondary school.” He
also announced that a science centre
would come up at Tirunelveli.
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More than DOUBLE .
your money in 6 years. |’
Foestle o/

Vi issue ‘

National Savings Certificate
VI Issue double your money
the safe, secure way.

These certificates are available ,
Every in denominations of Rs. 10,

TN [/ oS Jo IR Rs. 50, Rs. 100, Rs. 500,

Rs. 1000 and Rs. 5000 at any
Becomes post office, :

T A0 B Y0 Deposits and interest earned in
this scheme are exeiiit from
Income Tax, (Under S¢u.80C & 80L)

Non-resident Indians &an get
13% interest.

Quite a package, isn‘t it?
e Please contact :

THE DIRECTOR OF SMALL SAVINGS
143, Anna Salai Madras 600 002 .

. ORYOUR NEAREST POST OFFICE :
32 | | ' DIPR-509/63-£7
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