





Swedish Ambassador His Excellency Mr. Onan Berner called
on His Excellency the Governor of Tamil Nadu Dr. P. C.
Alexander at Raj Bhavan on 4th March, 1988.

Dr. S.8. Sidhu, Adviser to the Governor distributed tools to
the weaker sections of people at Madurai on 29th February,
1988.

BUDGET OF
THE
GOVERNMENT OF
TAMILNADU ,g;\\\ ,

>

FOR
1988—89.

Sir,

I risc to present the Revised Estimates for 1987-88
and the Budget Estimates for 1988-89 of the Government
of Tamil Nadu.

At the very outset, may | pay my tribute to the late
harat Ratna Shri M.G. Ramachandran--M.G.R.—
who adorned the oftice of the Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu for more than 10 years. From a very humble
background he rose to become the Chicf Minister of the
state by dint of his gift of leadership. his compassion for
the poor, the underprivileged and the handicapped and
his commitment to his ideals. He believed strongly in
the integrity and unity of the nation and worked cease-
lessly towards achicving a modern, sccular and united
India.

As a mark of our shared commitment to the uplift
of the poor—a casue dear to the heart of the departed
leader—we have decided that all the social welfare
schemes, including the noon meal scheme, introduced
by M.G.R. would be implecmented efficiently by the
present State Government.

After the introduction of the President's Rule
Government have been taking cnergetic steps to tone up
the administration so that machinery of the State can
act more cffectively in the implementation of projects
and schemes and be far more responsive to the people’s
nceds. Adequate powers have bceen delegated to the
administration and the supervisory procedures have been

ngthened. An earnest effort is being made "to

" Tulfit the Annual Plan for 1987-88. In particular, the
Public Distribution Systcm is being streamlined to ensure
that consumcrs get essential supplies in time and in
guantitics which they are entitled to. The results of the
efforts taken for toning up the State administration will
bc cvident in the months to come.

The drought has been severe and has left behind a
serious burden on the farming community. The State
Government have shown, in the last few weeks, their
readiness to respond promptly to the genuine grievances
of farmers who have borne the brunt of the drought.
Government have postponed by six months the payment
of electricity dues by farmers and ordered reconnection
of power to agricultural pumpsets even where only part
payment has been made. There will be no distraint of
property for collecting revenue and coopcrative loans.

Budget Presented by the Hon'ble
Union Minister for Finance Thiru
N.D. TIWARI in the Lok Sabha
on 17th March, 1988,

We are continuing the existing welfare measures and
development schemes.  In addition, we have recently
taken certain vital decisions and have identified some
thrust arcas. In some of these arcas, new schemes are
being introduced and implementation of current schemes
improved.  In particular, at the instance of our Prime
Minister, more cmphasis is being given to the wellare

schemes directly benefitting the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes. Under the Special Component Plan
for'Schedulcd Castes, about Rs. 150 crores will flow
during the year 1988-89 towards their welfare schemes.
Apart from this, an integrated package to benefit S.
Scheduled Castes for drinking water supply schemes
and_ link roads for their habitations, as well as a new-
design Fire Proof Housing Scheme called ‘‘Kamaraj
New Haiijan Housing Scheme™, is being introduced at a
total cost of Rs. 27 crores.
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Rural women have been sufferi various hardshi
over the years. We shall pay specingl attention to i:ﬁ
proving t'hclr welfare. 19,000 destitute women and
widows will be sanctioned old age pension and sarees—
thus clearing the long pending waiting lit. An addi-
tional sum of Rs. 3 crores will be set apart to provide
employment opportunities for about 25,000 women
For the young village women, we propose to start ccnms-
where young unmarried girls as well as recently married
girls would be taught the basics of health, hygiene and
nutrition, apart from upgrading their skills in the local
crafts. They will be trained to engage themselves in
productive occupations and, in particular, unmarried
girls will be encouraged to postpone marriage and
recently married girls postpone child-birth. As an
Incentive, the State would be contributing a sum of
money which will be handed over in one lumpsum to
zﬁgilt;ml{weat the end of a 2 year period. Further, a

of Rupees one crore is bei i
schemes for the hzmdimpped!"cmg *ct apart f9r Spocal

Government recognise the role of outh
pose to set apart adequate resources fory th= w?elr?arepr:f
the youth of the State. We propose to introduce the
‘Jawaharlal Nehru Science Taleat Book Scheme® for
college students from the academic year com ing in
June 1988. Under this scheme, science text books will

be supplied free to about 3,000 students admitted to-
“science degree courses in 1988-89. Further, we propse

to organise a number of rural ca for col

and girls. In these camps, the stud':mpss will imetk;':t l\:tylt
the villagers, izarn about their problems and aspirations
and educate the villagers on subjects like health, hygiene

local administration, national integration etc. The -

students, would also be required to cont ibute some
physical labour for creation of rural assets. ;h: ;Ms

would be entitled: to have same academic credit for their -

work in Such camps. .

We are a\\;arc of the vﬁﬁox;s brdblcms b:m f: .
large, medium and small industries in the Stat%:. acedlmby
pzroblems will be considered on a priority basis and solu-

]

tions i

b giv‘;?\u?(g- :i: Soon as possible. Special attention

e s o

of the sick units jn the small Scna;:artlcular. ot

1 ¢ sector  will

mm&t :lt;t(:ir;tl(t)n of the C_}ovcrnmcnl and every eff¢

units. . Spem wi?l a'rrange Integrated assistance to

for sromeps also be taken to create the right cli ¢

g rom 8 new investments, accelerating the pace ofy
nal growth and expansion of employment oppoﬂ"l

nities in the State.
Tamil Nadu j ;
adu s well known for its handloom i
;\l r::dmb;; of welfare schemss for handloom :;r;g:xssm
2 y being implemented. We have also recently allott«
_/ million additional units of power from the State’
Grid to Spinning Mills. Together with other measures,
tl;rc allotment of additional power has had the immediate
elooe: of reducing the price of yarn supplied to the hand-
loo Cod\nreavg::'s. Viscose yarn will also be supplied at
uced prices. During the next year we propose 10
reactivate the Handloom Weavers' Housing Scheme and
put up 2000 new houses for the weavers.

I In order to eéncourage the local capital goods, ancil:
hry and electronic industries, we propose to rationaliss .
the sales tax rates applicable to them. o
%

The Government would like to give hi iority
{3: the development of Tamil langugagc ar’;{clll (r:)t:k“"'
tion;:)r{pg:)sc 10 speed up the preparation of a revised edi*
oSt I:; Tamil Encyclopaedia. The Oduvars in temg.
calt toocont‘;rel b&:ﬂﬂﬂsmg religious hymns find it dif§*,
o het Son ue their tradition due to penury. In Ofd‘,
0 hel p250 M, We propose to sanction a monthly pensioft

. to one hundred Oduvars above the age of 60

We propose to stren isting
; gthen and-expand the existing

‘s,cg_eme of assistance to Tamil authors l%ar publication
MrworksspthatatleuuSOmbooks-noveh. drams
and anthologies of short stories or poems-—are published

We also propose to introduce a new scheme for

inction of financial assistance to writers to bring out

translations of Tamil literary works in other languages

to realise the dream of poet Bharathi who said and

ote “ GCaswgrsd sOCpreasr sewsQ@uerd
urei aems Qrugd CaawPd’’

(We shall spread the sweet sound.of Tamil fanguage v

throughout the world).

We also propose to render assistance for the comple-
tion of the work on Kamban Manimandapam and for
the installation of the statue of Mother Tamil at Karaikudi.

With a view to improving the lot of the pensionere
drawing minimum pension, we propose to increase ths
minimum pension so that all pensioners are assured of
minimum sum of Rs. 350 per month inclusive of all
allowances.

Apart trom the above new initiatives, the Budget
provides for increased outlays under Water Supply,
Education and Health." Drinking water supply will be a
major thrust area directed to ensure atleast minimum
levels of water supply to the public in rural areas, munici-
palities and Madras city. We propose to introduce
Computer Science courses in Industrial Training Institutes
and Science Colleges and advanced courses in Computer
Science in three Engineering Colleges. 110 new primary
heailth centres will be opened during the coming year.
Further, a number of programmes for hospital buildings
and improvement of hospital facilities are also envisaged
in the Budget.

REVISED ESTIMATES 1987-88

Now let me turn to the details of the estimates.
The Revised Estimates show total revenue receipts of
Rs. 2945 crores and the expenditure on revenue account
of Rs. 3250 crores thus resulting in a revenue deficit of
Rs. 305 crores. Taking into account the capital receipts
at Rs. 882 crores and capital expenditure at Rs. 894
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transactions, the current year is expected to show an
overall deficit of Rs. 216 crores. This will be covered to
the extent of Rs. 13 crores by drawing down cash balance
and the balance of Rs. 203 crores is carried forward.

BUDGET ESTIMATES 1988-89

During the year 1988-89, the revenue reccipts are
estimated at Rs. 3188 crores and revenue expenditure at
Rs. 3405 crores resulting in a revenue deficit of Rs. 217
crores. On the Capital account, the receipts are esti-
mated at Rs. 710 crores and expenditure at Rs. 700 crores.
Taking into account the anticipated closing deficit of the
current year and the transactions under Public Account,
the overall deficit for 1988-89 is exstimated at Rs. 124
crores and the cumulative deficit at the end of 1988-89
is expected to be Rs. 327 crores. However, we expect the
deficit to come down to some extent through bettor
collection and buoyancy of taxes and reduction of non-
developmental expenditure. -

PLAN OUTLAY

The State Plan outlay for 1988-89 has been fixed at
the ambitious level of Rs. 1457 crores, a step up of 16.5
per cent over the current year's Plan of Rs. 1250 crores.
The Annual Plan provides for an outlay of Rs. 502
crores for the Power sector, Rs. 136 crores for Agriculture
and allied services, Rs. 247 crores for Water Supply,
Housing and Urban Development, Rs. 118 crores for
Social Welfare and Nutrition, Rs. 84 crores for Transport
and Communications and Rs. 69 crores for Industry and
Miaerals.

VOTE ON ACCOUNT

The Annual Financial Statement for the year 1968-89
has been laid before the House and the connected de-
mands for grants are also being circulated to the Hon'ble
Members along with other Budget papers. | am,
however, at this stage, seeking only a ‘Vote on Account’
for the first six months of the financial year 1988-39.
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A Budget provision of Rs. 1,457 crores has been made f
as approved by Union Planning Commission. © for the Annual Plan 1988-89

Energy sector will have its outlay increased from Rs. 408 crores to Rs. 502 crores.

For Roads and Bridges, the Plan Outlay h .
1987-88 to Rs. 56 crores in 1988.80 o o enhanced from Rs. 43 crores in

The Budget allocation for some important sectors have also been enhanced as com-
pared to the current year as may be seen below :

(1) Agriculture — From Rs. 14} crores to Rs. 151 crores
(1) Water Supply — From Rs. 148 crores to Rs. 160 crores
(i) Social Welfare — From Rs. 92 crores to Rs. 97 crores
(iv) Education — From Rs. 597 crores to Rs. 690 crores

(Major increase is due to increase in Government
assistance to ?udeq 'educational institutions, local
bodies and universities for their educational activi-
ties)

(v) Medical & Public

Nehe From Rs. 228 crores to Rs. 258 crores

(Major increases are due to openin i

: g of new primary
health centres, higher provisions for ESI schemes,
leprosy control programme and for the require-

;r_l:ntg of hospitals, dispensaries and medical institu-
ions

(vi) Industry — From Rs. 54 crores to Rs. 65 crores

A provision of Rs. 10 crores has been made in the Budhet for free s

foot-wear to school going children and poor working mothers in rur:.r g?’ea(;t:

For free supply of uniforms to stud isi
made in the Budger udents, a provision of Rs. 15.5 crores has been

For supply of text-bo isi
beg}‘) )'ln o oks free of cost to students, a provision of Rs. 7.6 crores has

A total .. ) .. .
Meala }E:ggll:r?m';\ gf‘ Rs. 177 crores has been made for the Chief Minister's Nutritious

The Madras City Water Supply will get a provision of R i :
provision of Rs. 30 crores for Krishng Watl::r Sl“pp?y,o s. 36 crores, including a

The Budget provides for opening of 110 new primary health centres.

The major highlight of the Budget 1988-89 is the special t i

of scheduled castes in the State. A sum of Rs. 150 c‘:):c::l{:s “l/‘c::ls; ﬁlgxs'l}ntt(:) ‘t'l‘:: \évelfa_rel
Component Plan for the welfare of scheduled castes in the State. Over and m\?
such normal provisions, Rs. 27 crores have been additionally provided for link roadse

water supply schemes and i ey o
in the S‘t):tey § and fire proof housing schemes for scheduled caste habitations

The closing deficit for the current year 1987-88 ve :
to be Rs. 203.62 crores and Rs. 3%7.36 crores riggeggcélylar 198889 are estimated

ANNA UNIVERSITY

EIGHTH CONVOCATION

ADDRESS

by

THIRU K.R.NARAYANAN
Minister of State
Science & Technology, Atomic Energy,
Space, Electronics & Ocgan Development
New Delhi

Mr. Chancellor, Mr. Pro-Chancelior, Mr. Vice-Chancetior,
Gradwates of the Year, Ladies and Gentlemen,

lamvaygutd‘ultotheAnmppimityforghg
‘onour it has bestowed upon me by inviting me to partici-
petc in its Eighth Convocation. May 1, first of all, con-
pnulatcandoﬂ'cmypodwishestoﬂn.mwo
are receiving their degrees today and stepping into a new
and challenging stage of their ifc and career. This Univer-
sity,beurinsthenamzohyutmﬂrevohmommd
a visionary of modernization, is one of the new temples
of learning of new India symbolisingthcspmtof change

that is sweeping India without, however, swecping us off

our feet. Thiru Annadurai was & fighter against
social evils and injustices, superstitions and obscurantist
attitudes and practices that had kept Indian socicty 1n a
state of frozen immobility. He was one of those who direc-
ted the dry liglnofrwontooursocialsystemanden-
couraged scientific approach in regard to national deve-

as well as in life gencrally. Today when we arc
turning more and more to science and technology for the
development of our gnion and the transformation of our
society, this University named after him has a significant

role to play.

Science, Jawaharlal Nehru once said, has destroyed
many a god, but has itself assumed the pose of a god.
It is gradually unravelling the mystery of things, the nautre
of the world in which we live, the nature of the atom

*and the gene on the one hand and, on the other, the
Zinteracting forces, or as the poet

and the philosopher
would put it “the faws that leap the sky”, regulating
the universe. Shakespeare talked of “the art” “which
does mend nature—change it rather,” adding, “but the
art itself is nature”. One can say the same of science. It
is mending and changing nature, creating a second nature

of new materials, products and processes in fundamental
and spectacular ways. But the science itself is nature.
for in the final analysis, nothing is made out of nothing;
things are only mended, changed, transformed in so
many myriad ways and in whatever fantastic forms.
This is particularly so in the new world of science where
the distinction between physics, chemistry and biology—
indeed even the distinction between mind and matter—
has beem almost abolished. My Professor of Logic and
Scientific Method, Prof. Karl Popper, used to define
mind and matter in the following way: “Mind—No
matter; Matter—Never mind".

In India the scientific pursuit originated in philoso-
phical questionings and metaphysical sp=culations. This
is the background for the assertion  in the Scientific Policy
Resolution of 1958 that “It is an inherent obligation of a
great countiy like India with its traditions of scholarship
and original thinking and its great cultural heritage to
participate fully in the march of science, which is probably
mankind’s greatest enterprise today”. The R=solution slso
declared the aim of the Government's scientific policy
as “to secure for the pzople of the country all the benefits
that can accrue from the acquisition and application of
the scientific method™. At the same time it had empha-
sized, with wisdom and foresight, that “technology can
only grow out of the study of science and its applications™.
Under the leadership of Prims Minister Rajiv Gindhi
Incia is today giving encouragzment to both basic sciences
and technology for the psople.

It is necessary to have this twin approach both for
fundamental and practical reasons. The gap bztween
pure science and its applications in technology has been
narrowing very rapidly, and also the highest tachnologies,
the so-called frontier technologies are today having direc.t
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applications in tackling the common prob

common people. One may recall that &richl:cnl‘s[-‘m
on his discovery of the phenomenon of electromagnetic
induction was demonstrating the induction of electric
current before a group of distinguished British citizens
when a Member of Parliament asked him: “What was
the use of this phenomenon 7 Faraday replied: “Some
day you will be able to tax the applications of electro-
magnetic induction”. Since those days the gap between
a scientific dnscovqry and its utilisation has reduced

Besides, the interp) i ,
) play between science and technolo
has become more Intimate, science giving rise to tecﬁ
nology and technology generating science,

In India we are pursuing toda with intensi
coordinated efforts the pursguit of both baslncslt:ce‘lt:g
and applied sciences and technologies. The vast infra-
structure and manpower that we have built up over the
last forty years enable us to make important breakthrough
in theoretical sciences and in applications, not only in
the modern sector of industry but in agriculture, in rural
development and in education, health and other social
services. I have a sensation that Indian science and tech-
nology has today reached the stage of criticality when
with larger R&D funding, more autonomy and freedom
greater incentives to young scientists, and more disciplineti
coordinated efforts, it can produce results that are signi-
ficant in scientific terms and palpable and visible to the
people in a practical sense. It is in this perspective that
we have embarked upon basic projects like research and
development in super-conductivity, parallel processing and
super-compouters. medium ranos weathar facaracsic— —_ 1

far'-rmching programmes in biotechnology, while conti®
Ruing our very successful adventure in nuclear, space,
‘ocean sciences and technologies. It is also in this
pective that we have undertaken a series of Technology
_vussionsinvolving some of the high technologies impingin$
upon the basic needs of the people like drinking watef
literacy, communications, immunisation and edible 0ilt
and_ capable of transforming the conditions and the quality
of life of millions of our people in the rura! areas.

Education, in my opinion, is the key to the success
of these immense undertakings in science and technology
and in national development. I am referring not only to
l‘:/ghcr education but to general and elementary education.

¢ have today in India, even with our low rate of literacy.
about 250 to 300 million people who are literate whi
is the size of the populations of the super-powers,
perhaps 80 to 100 million who may be said to belong
to the so-called modern sector of the economy, which
Is the population size of the bigger developed countries
of the world. Such magnitudes of educated people cap
go doubt make an impact not only on our own vast country
b:t on the world. But how much greater would have
l_ten this impact if this vanguard in our society had 8
fl erate nation behind it! Moreover, would it be possible
or the educated and the elite sector in India, howevef
large it may be, to continue to flourish indcﬁni'tcly if 1
g}a’ljo.nty of nearly 450 million people are deprived of the

:8sings of literacy. It is possible to argue, indeed it B

is so large in absolute terms, the growing prosperity
of that sector may give it the sensation of extraordinary
growth and expansion for the nation as a whole which

I[d bc a dangerous sort of illusion. If the modern
wor is not to become a vulnerable bastion beleaguered
by the majority of the ignorant and the deprived in the
country it is necessary for it to involve itself in the ad-
vincement of the people and integrate its destiny with that
of the cducationally and economcally deprived.
One cannot talk meaningfully of advances in science and
technology, of bringing its fruits to the people, of creating

the awareness of scicnce and sprcading the temper of

science among the people unless we can educate the people
at least to the Jevel of literacy. This is the rationable
of the emphasis on elementary education and adult
education in the New Policy on Education formulated
by the Government of India. In this context it is important
for us to recall that the Education Code of Japan
introduced as early as 1872 had adopted the policy that,
*“There shall in future be no community with an illiterate
family, nor a family with an illiterate person”, and that
in the post-war period Japan had taken a decision that
educational planning would form the main aspect of
economic planning. There could be no better model for
us to follow in this field.

1 may add here that what is important is not just
education but the kind of education that we arc going
to impart to our people. It has been recognized that our
educational system has not been planned purposively from
the point of view of social and economic objectives. The
sftem of education has acted as a cause of _nhcgumon
between the educated and the masses resulting in the
current phenomenon of internal and external brain-drain.
In spite of Mahatma Gandhi we hav: neglected the need
for linking studies in schools and colleges 'with social
reality, physical labour, and craft and industrial training
as an integral part of general education. What we have
been doing is to educate a person in a manner that
would alienate him from his social and economic environ-
ment, and then at the end try unsuccessfully to reorient
his outlook or to provide inducements to him to work
in rural areas or in areas of social priority.

In regard to science education, before the students
come to centres of excellence like the Anna University
it is essential that they should be introduced to computer
and other technological devices very gradually but on a
wide scale from the school stage onwards CLASS and
the audio-visual programmes being implemented undet the
New Policy on Education are intended to achieve this
objective. In an undeveloped rural society like that of
ours infinite patience and subtle capabilities are required
on the part of the teacher for the dissemination of basic
scientific knowledge and familiarity with technological

ices among rural boys and girls. Evenin North America
K\e surveys conducted show that in elementary schools
the majority of microcomputers stand idle, and in secon-
dary schools only 15 per cent of teachers use computer
with any regularity in spite of the computer revolution
that is taking place in education. | have no doubt that in
future the computer will play an important role in educa-

tion in India and it is necessary that we begin this
process right now introducing students to this new aid
to learning and training teachers in the use of it. As
regards the popularisation of science among the people
apart from the work being done at the governmental and
voluntary organisations’ levels we could usefully think
of introducing a system of scientific extension work as
part of the implementation of programmes of rural ge-¢-
lopment which all have one or other aspect of science
and technology involved in them. Colleges, Universities
and laboratories can play an useful role in such extension
work in their own geographical surroundings. Such work
is essential for generating in the rural population a mini-
mum of capacity to benefit from these programmes.
Without such widespread popularisation, science and
technology might become yet another factor in the gap
between the well-to-do and the educated, and the poor and
the lilliterate in our society.

As | said earlier India has made great strides in
the advancement of science and technology, thanks to
the vision and foresight of our political leadership, the
high calibre and organisingcapability of our top scientists,
and the availability of a large pool of promising young
scientists in the country. We have achieved world standards
in the quality of research in our best universities, institutes
and laboratories. But we have yet to raise the general
standard of our research and to realize the fullness of
our potentialities, especially in integrating closely the
activities of the university, the laboratory, the industry
and the Government. In particular, the university must
be made to emerge as the central focus of scientific research
by the proper education and training of youth, laying
more emphasis on fundamentals without neglecting
current and future applications, evolvinga problem-sol-
ving approach keeping in mind the inter-disciplinary
nature of science and the merging of the boundaries of
scientific technological pursuits including the boundaries
of social sciences, and utilizing facilities of new educational
technologies such as audio-visual aids, computers etc.

. | may cmphasize here that, in the ultimate analysis,
1t 1s not enough that we make marvellous scientific dis-
coveries and inventions and understand about their
applications for the benefit of mankind. Finstein once
said: “Concern for man himself and his fate must always
form the chief interest of all technical endeavours, concern
for the great unsolved problems of the organization of
labour and the distribution of goods—in order that the
creations of our minds shall be a blessing and not a curse
to mankind™. With this concern for man in mind, Einstein
once wished, *“May the new theorems of mathematics
never find applications™. As you go home with the bright
prizes of your degrees in hand, you must reflect on this,
not only on the question of applications but perhaps on
the priorities of research, including the expenditure of
vast amounts on projects which logically and inevitably,
will end up as a curse for mankind. You must also reflect
upon whether the scientist as a responsible citizen of the
world should not insist upon working on projects and
programmes which cry out for funds and priority attention
and which will be a blessing for mankind.



ALLOCATION OF SUBJECTS AMONG

ADVISERS -
1. Dr. S.S. Sidhu Institutional T
Advise stitutional Finance:
viser (S) Large Scale Industries: Health: .
Indian Administrative Ser- Milk: Hindu Religious and
vice and other All india Mines and Minerals: Charitable Endowments;
Servicss: Municipal Administration; Hm}smg ““‘3.5“‘m Cleara-
High Court Judges and Planning; ;""i‘,‘:na‘grds‘
District Judges: NPT ndis Verseas |
Public: Hese: ’?;)\\::llefs’ianning' Iron and Steel Control;
g%l:.if;- Water Supply (Both Metro rrigation mdudllr:gr;ml:::gg\j
) > and TWAD - = ’
Prisons; n ) {(ht;idl,
Passports: .abour;
Flectri)onv . Legislation on Weights and
Accommodation Contro!; 3. Thiru A. Padmanaban, 1AS, Measures:
Cinematograph Act: Adviser(P) gfl;{:::lloti nh:::ls
Brotor chicles Act: Adi Dravidar Welfare; Orphanagee: | B
rombition including grant Backward Classes; Panchavats and Panchavat
of liquor permitsand Excise; Beggar Home: ayals an 48‘. y
. M o A . . : ons;
gés\gl:ltle'Revenue Officers: Electricity; Public Works Deparrtl:ncnl
Deputy éollcclors; ghogdgai 'agd Granzidh}alr_l”; and Establishment matters
General Administration: T(:ir;)e:. abour an ! r{;lalm{g ‘01 Public Works
Law; . ’ epartment ;
- . Census: Ref , .
Pievention of Corruption: Correctional Administra- Regitration of Campanies:
ot _— ton; Registration St -
Information and Publicity Debt Relief including legis- Resal - Developmens and v
Molasses: 8 lation .Of'Money Lending Rural Indebtedness o
Newsprint Control and Chits; Rural industries including
Tourism- and Education; Archaeolo.gy; Village, Cottage and Smal!
Tourism.De\'e'opment Cor- Employment and Training; Industries :
poration: Environment Pollution Social Welfare and Women
Transport. Nationalised Control; and Children Welfare;
Transport and Transport Lx-Servicemen; Statistics ;
Corporations: Government Press and TamilDevelopment-Culture
Ports and Highways. Stationery and Printing; Wakf;
Handlooms; Youth Service corps.
o |

2. Thiru G.V. Ramakrishna, IAS.
Adviser(R)

Agriculture;

Agricultural Engineering
Wingand Agro Engineering;
Agricultural Refinance:
Agro Service Co-operative
Societies;

Animal Husbandry:
Cinchona;

Commercial Taxes:
Co-operation;

Dairy Development:
Electronics, Science &
Technology;

Finance,

Fisheries;

Forests:

Food and Price Control;

ANIMAL LOUDMOUTH
LOUDER THAN JET

SAN JUAN (CEE-NFS): A Puer-
to Rico tree frog called coquis can
make sounds louder than a jet plane.

A tiny scrap of flash and bone not
more than 5 ¢cm long and  weighing
only three-tenths of an ounce, the
frog is capable of notching up a
croak of 108 decibel loudness-louder
than a low-flying jet or a subway
train.

Says Peter M.Narins of the Uni-
versity of California who has studied
the animal for 15 years, ‘a whole
forest full of croaking coquis is
deafening.’

| S

The puny croaker's clarion call 18
a two note whistle which shouts
out its name ko-KEE. Besides being
amazinglyloud, the callis surprisingly
complex. Only the males make the
sound and it conveys different mean-
ings to males and females. The ‘ko
part warns competing males to keep
away while the higher pitched ‘kee
is an invitation to females to come
near.

The shy brown frog is by far t
most abundant native animal .Of
Puerto Rico, in addition to being
the loudest. It is found nowheré
else, except for small introdu
populations in the United States.

in the

Council

pment

In the three years of the
expenditure to be of
3150 crores for the

the total expenditure is likely to be

3420.87 crores

Develo
which accounts for nearly 60

I am happy to state that the expenditure

expenditure of Rs. 3645 crores

2. The total Seventh Plan outlay for the State
had been fixed at Rs. 5750 creres as against the

Brief Appraisal of Seventh Plan Performance
total plan

per cent of the initial plan outlay. At this rate, we

Governor of TamilNadu
expect the total Seventh Plan

in the first two years has been more than the outlay
Sixth Plan.

provided and the same trend is likely to be continued

m the third vear also.
the order of Rs. 6792 crores which will be more

at the National
on 19th March 1988.
than twice the outlay of Rs.

Plan period

Sixth Plan.
Rs.

His Excellency Dr. P.C. ALEXANDER,

et
(=]

=
&
D
-9

n

PP O S e Vo Ve Vs g

of the
to
initiated

several measures for the welfare and development of

the poorer sections of the pepulation,

Tamil Nadu

Before T do so

[ would like to recall and place on record the services
p of the Govern-

Dr. M. G. Rama-

of
the people

e and the people of Tamil Nadu in
State and

Council,
Minister
the

Ramachandran for
for a decade.

chandran provided the much needed stability

Chief
During his stewardshi
Centre and

Development
late

the
particular.

M. G.

country as a4 wiol

Honourable Prime Minister and Members of the
I would like to thank you for the opportunity
given to me to present the views of Government
the administration, ensured harmonious relationship

National

of Tamil Nadu on this occasion.
ment of Tamil Nadu

between the

Dr.

ot
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Cover Story

Introduction.

The Cauvery Basin occupies an
area of about 25000 sq.kms. in the
onland, covering the State of Tamil
Nadu and the Union Territory of
Pondicherry withan offishore compo-
nent of 23000 sq.kms. upto 200 M
isobath,

The Basin is transgressed by North
west-Southwesttrending ridges, divi-
ding it into many sub-basins.

Extensive Geoscientific  Surveys
were carried out since 1959 onwards.
This include the Geological, Gravity-
magnetic and Seismic surveys. The
exploratory drilling started in 1964
at Karaikkal-1.

Presence of hydrocarbons in the
first well, though not significant
from commercial view point, has
given the desired exploration lead.
Subsequently, quite a few wells were
drilled to assess the geological and

IR

stratigra_phic aspects of the Basin
for pickingup further leads in various
sub-basins. The integration of all
the_sq efforts, has led to increase
activity during the VI and Vi[ Plan
Per!ogis. The strike rate also has,
posttively, improved and efforts are
on to delineate some of these areas.

Exploratory drilling was ext
to offshore in 1979 apd 01\?&%&:
first well in Porto-Novo prospect
off Pon@ncherry proved to be gas
bearing in 1980. This was followed

by an oil strike in PH-9-1 in Palk
Bay, in 198].

Production Profile

The prospects which have been
put on production and the likely
areas for delineation are as follows:

I.Narimanam Prospects:

This prospect is located in Thanja-
vur District of Tamil Nadu. Three

wells were drilled so far and the
fourth one is under drilling. currently.
All the three proved to be hydrocar-
bon bearing and this is the first strike
to be put on production to bring the
Southern Region on the oil map
of Indiaasa producing area.

The Narimanam-1 well was put
on production on 15.2.'86 with a
well head installation and Nari-
manam-3 was connected on 22.8.'87.
The small installation known as
EPS is in existance and additional
storage facility is added 1o it. for the
present,

A few more delincation  wells
apart from exploratory wells over
the statellite prospects are planned
to hastenup the evaluation of this
prospect.

2. Kovilkalappal Prospect :

This prospect is also situated in
Thanjavur District south of Nari-

i

agcarbons bearing. The

manam. Two wefls out of four,
drilled so far, proved to be hydro-
prospect
appears to be having more gas than
oil, as per present indications.

Kovilkalappal-1 produced oil and
gas but could not be put on produc-
tion as the amount of dissolved gas
was quite high. Kovilkalappal-4 was
put on production with an EPS
similar to the one at Narimanam-1
in May '87.

The complexity of the pay deve-
lopment has not enabled, yet, the
full potential of this prospect and a
few more delineation wells are
planned for evaluation. The gas
production from this well and
Kovilkalappal-1 which was not put
on EPS so far will be substantial
enough for effective utilisation and
the efforts are on to identify consu--
mers. (The gas production is esti-
mated to be around 50000 cu.m/day).
Oncethis is finalised, Kovilkalappal-1
may also be connected to supply
gas, as it is hoped that evaluation

may reach a stage wherein committ-
ments can be made.

3. Bhuvanagiri Prospect:

This prospect is located at a dis-
tance of 10 kms. WNW of Chidam-
baram in Noth Arcot district in
Arniyalur-Pondicherry  Depression.
Bhuvanagiri-2, the first well to be
drilled on this prospect has produced
oil and gas and was put on produc-
tion withan EPS in December 1987.

Thus it can be seen that three
Early Production Systems (EPS) are
in operation in Cauvery at present,
producing on an average 75-80
tonnes;day of oil.

Expenditure till date and in future:

ONGC has spent Rs. 260/- crore
in Cauvery Basin, both onland and
offshore and plans to spend about
&Rs, 200/- crores in the coming two
years of VII Five Year Plan. This 1s
apart from about Rs. 200/- crores to
be spent by IIEP between 1986-

1993, under Indo-Soviet agreement.

Conclusion:

Thus it can be seen that ONGC
is planning to establish a production
potential of 0.2 MMT of oil and oil
equivalent/annum by the end of
1989-90.

The gas for planning purpose
can be considered to be around four
lakhs cum.m./day.

In the coming two to three years,
all this established potential may
be available around Narimanam,
Kovilkalappal and Nannilam areas
in Thanjavur District; Bhuvanagiri
and the nearby prospects in South
Arcot District.

The VIl Five Year Plan is in
formative stage during which the
ONGC efforts are to be further
augmented for establishing a pro-
duction level of about 0.8 MMT of
oil and oil equivalent by terninal
year.

O N

REVIVAL OF

The Government of TamilNadu
have taken up as a crash programme
the revival and rehabilitation of sick
small scale industrial units in the
State in the next couple of months.
Thiru A. Padmanaban, LA.S,
Adviser (P) held a meeting of the
Officers of the State Industries De-

ment, Representatives of Com-
mercial Banks, Reserve Bank,
Industrial Development Bank of
India (IDBI), Industrial Reconstruc-
tion Bank of India (IRBI) and State
Financial Institutions like TamilNadu
Industrial Investment Corporations
(TIIC) and Small Industries Deve-
lopment Corporation (SIDCO). Ad-
viser impressed on the banks
and the State financial institutions
to participate whole-heartedly for
the success of the programme for
identifying immediately the package
of rehabilitation measures and more

importantly implementing the agreed
package without any reservation of
delay. The representatives of Banks
assured the Adviser of their full
co-operation and also apprised him
of the task already begun as part of
the programme. It was agreed that

all the banks would furnish district-
wise details of units already identified
for revival in an eight-week time
frame-work for undertaking the
task of rehabilitation of these units.
From the State Government's side
Adviser assured speedy sanction
of margin money for such revival
and consideration in the matter of
arrears of dues to the State Govern-
ment. Adviser hoped that with
the co-operation of all concerned

the first phase of the programme.
A similar excercise would be under-

taken at the initiative of State
Industries Promotion Corporation
(SIPCOT) in respect of medium
and large-scale undertakings.

KAMBAN EXPRESS

The new Express of the Southern
Railway has been named after the
great Tamil Poet Kambar and it
was flagged off from Karaikkudi §
station, Madurai Division by the
Hon’ble Minister of State for Home
Affairs, Personnel, Public Grievances
and Pensions, Thiru P.Chidambaram
on October 2, 1987. The train’s
name was suggested by the Hon'ble §
Minister himself since its route from

it would be possible to take up re- § Karaikkudi to Madras links Kam-

habilitation of atleast 1000 units in

bar’s birth place, Thiruvalundur
and the place where the poet  was §
burried, Nattarasankottai.
' . B B
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et amogg o Bt‘gmup Sta'(cswg;-;;; i‘amily Welfare services to the public. ~ next 4 years (1988-89 to 1991-923
: past 3 consecutive years in 1984-85, ‘ " covering 2.5% every year to reac
U 1985-86 and 1986-87. In addition, ) 1981 census, the  60% by 1991:92. The strategy is more
ooeLre-t P this state has been awarded 1.9 According 10 . . 484  on non-terminal methods.
0 lakhs and 2.5 lakhs for best achieve-  population of Tamil ‘:Ja.dlu :;_al57 50/
AN @ PN-3-1 ! ment during campaign period. crorcsu\lmthl‘)a7 |gr(;:|t:ulziocn. T:.tmi‘l‘ Tamil N aduhasbqen? top-ranki_ng
I B b L) ; i ove;u r:corded the lowest growth  state in implementing the Family
30 The Director of Family Welfare Na ; ed  Welfare Programme (1980-81-1987-
@the head of the State Family Wel-  rate (17.5%)of-population comparet ooV ®ain, PO s ia success s
“Yare Bureau, who is overall charge of to other states |fn l_r‘n.g:‘.“ N :d ulfor ma;nly due to the full support of the
————ere O PALK Bar-1 all activities of the Family Welfare and death rates o:l 55 mespectively.  people, political parties, various reli-
: 0 Department and all officers and 1985 werc 24.8 and 9.5 respect B P aps. vountary, and servios
staff come under her control. At the  The infant Mortality Ratc was organisations, Government servants,
District level, there is a Districttl per 1000 live births. employers and employees of private
Family Welfare B in eac . ; . sterilisation is the
) distrilc){, he:d::lr %yt#gel;i‘;trlia Family The National health policy aims  soctors Though
90 A 9° 21
0 . . - . _-_o‘ i
qs°[p' !30 79°Joo ]30 80°lo0  s0°ls



1ost preferred methods of contra-
tption, there has been an increasing
end in the acceptance 'of temporary
1ethods particularly I.U.D.

To arrest the population growth
nmediately and to improve the
andard of living of the masses,
icFamily* 'elfare Programme has to
e integrated with other Government
*hemes, such as Rural Employment
rogramme, lands for cultivation,
llotment of house sites and lands,
ank loans etc.

Popular Committees have been
rmed in 17 districts by involving
ficial and non-official members.
ireen card scheme has been intro-
uced in Tamil Nadu.

The green cards are being issued
» all those acceptors who had under-
one sterilisation operations with
two living children”: 6 lakhs of
reen cards were printed and distri-
uted to all districts. As per Govern-
ient of India guidelines, photos of
oth wife and husband are pasted
t the green cards before issue. Only
reen card holders ware given prio-
ty treatment in the hospitals.

There are three Health and Family

/elfare Training Centres function-
ig at Egmore in Madras, Salem and
iandhigram. The principals and
iculties of these training centres
re imparting in service training to
ledical and para Medical staff
orking in the rural and urban
:ntres. Training is given to Doctors
nd para Medical staffin the Teach-
1g and non-teaching hospitals.

Besides this, so far 33,215 dais
ave been trained since inception
f the dais training programme.

pecial schemes:

At present 97 post-partum centres

re functioning in this state. These
re 9 in teaching hospitals, 18 in
istrict head quarters hospitals, 4
\ voluntary organisations, 4 in local
odies and 62 at sub-district level.
12 centres are approved for doing
iedical termination of pregnancy.
AP smear test facilities are available
1 R. M. Hospital, Thanjavur and
irunelveli Medical College Hospi-
il, Tirunelveli.

Renovation and remodelling of
ibour room into tubectomy opera-

2

tion theatre have been sanctioned in
124 panchayats upto 1985-86.
Government of India have conveyed
their approval of this scheme for 20
PHCs in thecurrent year 1987-88.

Out Reach system in urban slum
areas:

To improve the out-reach servipe
in the Family Welfare Maternity

Type A Type B Type C
(Below (5000- (10,000
5000) 10000)  -25000)
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Mass Education and Media Activities

“The Mass Education and Media
activities und inter-personal exten-
sion education play a very vital and
essential role in creating awarencss,
motivating eligible couples to adopt
small family norms. Mass Educa-
tion and extension Education scheme
is headed by State Mass Media
Officer, in the rank of Additional
Director of Family Welfare (Mass
Education). The Mass, education
and Media activities are implemented
hand in hand with service program-
mes for achieving the targets.
The slogan “One Family one heir"
has made commendable impact in
the rural TamilNadu. Film shows,
Exhibitions, Hoardings, Rural and
Urban audience programmes and
press advertisements are systemati-
callylaunched as amedia Programme.

This department is fully co-opera-
ting with Television Centre and All
India Radio. Apart from this,
under outdoor publicity, methods
like, stickers, wall paintings, Metal
boards, posters and folders etc. are
used for propagation of Family
Welfare messages. One minute video
quickies for telecasting on the Tele-
vision and for commercial screening
throughout Tamil Nadu on subjects
like child marriage, women's edu-
cation, Polio-vaccine, Triple Antigen,
Mother’'s m k, spacing methods
Economic explosion, maternal and
child health care were produced and
being screened through Television
and Commercial theatres.

and Child Health and Primaty
Health care services in the urban
slum and congested areas, out-

1each scheme has been introduced. 4

At present, Government of India
and Government of Tamil Nadu
have sanctioned the following types
and number of urban health posts
and city Family Welfare Bureau.

Type D Total City

(25000 Family
-50,000) Welfare
Bureau in
madras
75 100 2

MATERNAL AND CHILD
HEALTH SERVICES.

High priority is given for providing
qualitative Maternity and Child care,
especially to the poor and needy
who live in urban slums, tenements,
villages and hamiets and thus reduce
morbidity and mortality among the
mothers and children who constitute
709 of the total papulation. With

this objective in view, 8058 Health °

sub-centres and 698 PHCs have
been established in rural areas.

There are 128 Maternity Homes
and 373 Maternity Centres in urban

Towhs. -These institutions provide
the ante-natal, natal and Post-natal
;re and infant and child care.

*The pregnant. grothers are regis-
anlyuinthelﬂmkb‘;f
Pregnancy and given periodic check-
upe at their residence as well as in
thc. Maternity and  Child Health
clinics by the Maternity Assistants

ulti purpose Health workers
:fnd ) and Health Supcmgolr‘s
(female). Those mothers (high risk)
requiring special attention are refer-
red to higher medical institutions.

; - lude
ante-natal services inclu
T Fli;\munisation, Nuttx‘mqnal at;ae-
i prophylaxis with iron
tl?c;l?‘ic Acid y‘l‘ablets in tl‘x‘cc lla(s:tMlO‘(‘)
days of pregnancy as per the LL.W- %
reoy:mmendations, weight monitor

jing and health and nutritional educa-
i ivities. _
m';nh:?ative Midwives (Dais) (T BAS)
are trained in providing quality cn:-e
and hygienic delivery assistance to
the motbers.
It is hoped that the State may

i f
i the targets in the field o
;?:i;; Welfare and Maternal and

Child Health activities during the
current financial year 1987-88.

‘A

A meeting to mark March 8, thf:
Day of International Women's
Solidarity, was held at the Soviet
Cultural Centre on 9 March, 1988.

Tmt. Ackama Alexander, wife of
Dr P.C.Alexander, Governor 'of
Tamil Nadu graced the occasion
with her presence. Tmt. Amange-
Idieva Puvatbibi, Minister for Pubhs;
ing, Printing and the Book Trade o
Turkmenian Soviet Socialist Repub-
lic greeted the Indian women.

The Turkmenian N:.lmstc; said,
“Though 1 have come from far way
Turkm%lt:ia to our sister State Tamil
Nadu, | find a lot of commoRm

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN’S DAY
IN
MADRAS

i

hings between our States. Our
;t)coglse love India and this culture
very much. Indian films are very
popular in Turkmenia. Indian music
is a must for any important pro-
gramme. Our cultures bind our
hearts. ‘Soviet people and Indian
people are working together for
peace in this wol .

Tmt. Y.G.Parthasarathy, Senior
Principal and  Secretary, Padma
Seshadri Bala Bhavan Scmc.)r' Secon-
dary School, recalled her visit to the
Soviet Union 20 years age and said,
“Wherever 1 went, 1 could see the

taneous love of Soviet people
:gowgrds India. 1 found the Soviet

se Satisfaction lies in the effort, not
in the attainment.

¢ 1t is given to woman to teach the
art of peace to the warring world,
thirsting for that nectar. s

* __GANDHLIL

>

educational system very advanced
and introduced some of them in my
school”. She expressed the hope that
Women’s Day would be celebrated
widely in India, and menfolk would
take up the household work at least
for one day.

Tmt. Cherepov, wife of Thiru V.G.
Cherepov, Soviet Consul in Madras
also addressed the meeting.

Tmt. Vyjayanthimala Bali, M.P.
distributed aids to the physically
handicapped and loans to the dep-
ressed women and weaker sections,
on the occasion.

The cultural programmes presen-
ted by Soviet children were enjoyed
by all. An exhibition of drawings
by children on the life of Soviet

women was organised.



TAMIL NADU MINERALS LIMITED
MADRAS - 600 005

(An Undertaking of the Government of Tamilnadu)

TAMIN exports Black and Grey Granite Blocks to Foreign countries like Japan,
West Germany, U.K, Italy and Australia.

TAMIN GRANITES, a 100% Export Oriented Unit of Tamin, on commissioning its |

commercial production, now exports polished slabs, wall panels of 2 to 3 ¢cm
thickness and monuments of 10-15 cms thickness.

TAMIN also offers the following important Industrial Minerals from their Mines

for supply within the country and for exports to the required specification of
the consumers/industries.

1. INDIAN STANDARD SAND As per |.S. 650/1966

2. LIMESTONE : Chemical Grade + 91% average CaCo3
3. QUARTZ : +99.8% Si02
4. FELDSPAR : +12% K20

5. ROSE QUARTZ : Semiprecious variety
6. SILICA SAND : +99.7% Si02

7. ARE CLAY : Refractory Grade 32.1% Al203
8. RAW GRADED
VERMICULITE :
9. EXFOLIATED VERMICULITE :
10. LIMESHEEL

Volume expansion on heating 14 times (average)
Golden Yellow in colour

average CaCo3 + 94%

for your requirements, kindly address - FACTORY :

The CHAIRMAN & MANAGING DIRECTOR,
TAMIL NADU MINERALS LIMITED,
P.B. No. 2961 TWAD HOUSE, GROUND FLOOR,
31, KAMARAJAR SALAI, CHEPAUK,
MADRAS - 600 005.

TAMIN GRANITES

MANALI - PONNERI ROAD
MANALI

MADRAS 600 068

PHONE : 848932

TELEX: 41-6081 TNML IN GRAMS : MINESALITE

DIPR/ISIG[MS] @7/ ARIES

Msingle point light connec

UNION BUDGET for m

UPLIFT of ALL SECTIONS

Assistance to marginal farmers in drought -prone areas:

The programme of rural electrification has :inatt)ilgg
countrvwide utilisation of ground water fo;o:'r‘c%;-the
with the help of clectric pump sets. Howevcrf.ford e e
poorer farmers have often been unable to _al  eramme
time cost of pump set instaliation. A special p rﬁarginal
to be called Jaldhara will be launched to assx:’tm e ide
farmers in drought-prone areas. This scheme Y minal
them the benefits of pump sets for 1rr|gat15)n on 889
rental/lease charges. It is proposed that 'g:(?glo bout
the benefits of this scheme .mll be provi
fifty thousand farming families.

A massive programme for extending single poirt
light connections to rural families:

To improve the quality of life of rura, Qa?agi?aﬁffﬁe‘l
the poverty line, including Hﬁrgalr(\u??r(jiygi lfor extending
a massive programme 10 B%E0 €0 By o1 seholds of | ther
families is proposed. The programme Wllr‘\enclteiz‘nlc}:argcs.
time cost of internal wiring and service con ed 1o be
In 1988-89. five lakh houscholds are promhc Jaldhara
covered by this programme. The cost of BOt® LHE - /%
and Kutirjyoti will be met through a com et o,
grants and loans to the State Electricity Boa

Rural Electrification Corporation.

. 1
National Housing Bank to give a special thrust to Rura
Housing:

; “decision
High priority for the housing sector and {P:;diﬁl‘ﬂ A
to set up a national housing bank with nitia lepisla(ion
Rs. 100 crores has been announced. Ncccssary“ gbccomc
has been passed last year and the bank wi IR
operational shortly. In order to give a ;pecu;long o~y
rural housing, the Reserve Bank of in na,.al long ol
some financial institutions, will make a speci  housing
contribution of Rs. 100 crores to the nauonad A
bank. This entire additional amount will be uSdC_ N ing
motion of rural housing in §evera| ways, mcl;x mginstilu-
up of specialised rural housing savings and loan
tions, if necessary.

. e role
In this context, it is also proposed to extend th

& of the land development banks to cover the ficld of housing

finance for farmers. These banks exist int m_ol;t t(:::t[l::;l
have strong apex bodies and dt_tgl directly Wlfor b asing
population. They can also mobilise resources O o carry
finance. The State Government will be requc‘:sl 4 fovelop.
out necessary legislative measures to permit lan

ment banks to undertake housing finance.

A new programme of housing for small a%% ni1sarbgelir;‘agl
farmers with monthly income upto Rs. s pora:
jaunched by Housing and Urban Develop;nen .
tion. Under this programme, HUDCO will pro s

i f 7 percen!
, 1o specified amounts, at low rate of ¢
?&%icstufcpayggfe in 22 years for l;u:ldmg or 1mprov:"r:1gt
a house. Assistance will also be given for 1r;\provtehn;tCh
of old homes, for example, change of roof from
to tile.

A new scheme, called the **Village abadi environmen-
tal improvement scheme™ will be launched by HUlz)gO%
this year. Projects involving expenditure upto Rs.ee&_
per family in villages with _population r\otnczxcd u‘\E
5,000 for improving rural abadi infrastructure lixe cral p
age. sanitation etc. will be supported. The equity base O
HUDCO will be suitably strengthened to help finance
these programmes.

Fire Insurance Protection to poor families in Rural
areas:

Landless labourers, artisans and other very poor
families in rural areas face acute financial distress when
their huts and belongings are destroyed by fire. It is pro-
posed to launch a new scheme to provide ﬁrp insurance
protection to them. The Govemment.of Inc_ila will bea(lj'
the entire premium cost. The scheme_.wﬂl be mplemecrl\t;
by the General Insurancc Corporation of India and 1ts
four subsidiaries.

Social Security Fund for weaker and vulnerable sections:

. . h has
ife Insurance Corporation of India, which
doneTls]g lr;:f:ch to spread .insurance culture thrcl):;ﬁhol:;
the length and breath of ?ur(;?x:vr}t;‘y;l\z:)llpt;es ng ngIOO
arate ‘‘social secunty func ' ' .
2r3)crlc):s. Ceitain changes are being made in the |;_1c‘<:$ieatztlg
payable by the Life Insurance Corporatlort} o istiad
make this possible. The fund will be used orbl nections
Life Insurance schemes for weaker and vulnerable st on®
of the population at subsidised rates. The cr?at::?\din
such a fund will provide a solid foundation for ex b g
insurance cover to the toiling sections of our socker)sl.
for example. landless labourers. handloon(; 1\)«0:\/a c;
rickshaw pullers, drivers etc. who work on |211(|‘y rogup
or whose employment is casual. In respect of these g_“ P
insutance schemes, 50 per cent of the prcmmr? w(; e
adjusted form the newly created social securltyl ug - the
balance 50°; of the premium being payablc by

beneficiaiies concerned. 3



Group insurance Schemes flor the benefit of artisams,
tailors, barbers, massms, Carpenters:

Group Insurance schemes will also be introduced
for groups with regular imcomes like primary school
teachers, cooperative milk producers and workers in shops
and commercial establishments. Schemes will also be
formulated for the benefit of artisans, tailors, barbers,
masons, carpenters and other similar groups.

While the Integrated Rural Development Programme
extends benefits to the families of the poor, these families
face hardship in the event of sudden death of the head of
the family. To give greater security to the family, a group
insurance scheme of the LIC is proposed to be introduced
to cover around 3 to 4 millloa families under IRDP
assistance every year with effect from April 1988. The
insurance cover will be Rs. 3,000 with double benefit
in case of accidental death.

INTEREST CUT ON FARM LOANS

In a major concession to the farming community,
Union Finance Minister Thiru N.D.Tiwari announced
lowering of interest rates on crop loans.

The rate of interest on crop loans up to Rs. 7,500

is being reduced by one and a hlaf percent to two and a
half per cent.

The interest rate will now be 10 per cent for loans

upto Rs. 7,500 against the prevailing levels of 11.5 per cent
and 12.5 per cent.

For loans above Rs. 7,500 and upto Rs. 15,000 the
interest is being reduced to 1.5 percent from present
rates ranging from 12.5 per cent to 14 per cent.

Direct finance to agriculture by public sector banks
will be raised to 17 per cent of the advances by them.

Availability of credit to agriculture will increase by
Rs. 3000 crore in 1988-89.

The Finance Minister said, the reduction of interest
rates would benefit crores of agricultural borrowers from
co-operative sector, regional rural banks and commercial
banks, and provide the much needed relief to the farming
community affected by the drought and flood.

Besides, government is asking the fertiliser companies,
both in public and private sectors to give a discount of 7.5

per cent over the notified prices for the coming kharif and
rabi sowings.

This would reduce the price of a bag of urea by
around eight rupees and eighty paise.

Union Finance Minister Thiru N.D. Tiwari announ-
ced a number of additional concessions aimed at further
growth of the electronics Industry. Customs duty on
moulds, tools and dyes required by the electronics industry
is proposed to be reduced further from 60 per cent to 30
per cent advalorem.
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Machinery and instruments required for the manu-
facture of rural automatic exchanges based on indigenous

technolpgy will atract a lower rate of duty of 30 per cent.

A

EXCISE RELIEF ON CONSUMER
ARTICLES

Excise duty in respect of electric bulbs exceeding 60
watts is reduced from Rs. 14.50 per bulb to Rs. 1.00 per
bulb. So far, electric bulbs upto 60 watts have been
exempted from Excise Duty.

Toys, like toy scooters, toy pedal cars, dolls, toy
musical instruments, scale models, recreational models,
etc. and inexpensive pencil sharpeners will be completely
exempted from Excise Duty.

Domestic clectric appli such as frying pans,
electric kettles, water toasters and automatic
irons will be fully exempted from Excise Duty.

Excise Duty on wall clocks and quartz clocks and
parts thereof will be reduced from 15 per cent to § per
cent advalorem.

Excise Duty on tableware items like jugs, cups, plates,
bowls etc, manufactured by automatic process will be
reduced from 40 per cent to 25 per cent advalorem and
those manufactured by the semi-automatic or mouth-
blown processes to 20 per cent advalorem.

The formulation and bulk drugs which are specified
in category I of the Drug (Prices Control) Order will be
totally exempted from Excise Duties. Intermediates
for these drugs will also be fully exempted from Excise
Duty.

The existing Excise Duty exemptions in respect of
specified cardiac drugs and anti-TB, anti-Malaris, antt-
Leprosy and anti-Diabetic drugs will continue. Two anti-
Cancer drugs and an imporant life-saving drug are pro-
posed to be added to the list of exempted drugs.

There will be nominal Excise levy of five per cent
on bulk drugs except those covered by category | of Drugs
(Prices Control) Order. The import duty on 235 specified
drug intermediates will be reduced from 115 per cent to
90 per cent advalorem.

SCHEDULED CASTES,
TRIBES DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION

SCHEDULED

The Government proposes to set up a National
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Finance and
Development Corporation to play catalytic role in schemes
for employment generation and pilot programmes to be
taken up by State level corporations and other agencies.

The new corporation will work with nationalised
banks in improving the flow of financial assistance.

An amount of Rs. 50 crore is provided for the budget for

the Corporation.
*

The special Central assistance for tribal sub-plan thiid per cent cf

TAX RELIEF FOR SALARIED CLASS
The Union Budget 1988-89 proposes to provide

; i i ied income groups,
ief to income tax payers 1n salarie
‘r)e; :iising the standard deduction to thirty-three and one-

for 1988-89 is Rs. 185 crore. For Scheduled Castes, special of Rs. 12,000.

component plans are being formulated to provide econo-
mic stength and occupational mobil

has been provided as special Central
component plans for 1988-89.

1) The subsidv on Janatha Cloth

- produced in the Handloom Scctor

has becn enhanced.

Present subsidy ~ Enhanced subsidy
Rs.2/-per Sq.metre Rs.2.75 per Sq.
metre.

2) Excise duty on cottonyarn
upto 35 counts reduced by 10-/. of the
existing rates. Regarding the yarn
above 35 counts the excisc duty
reduced by 3 paise per count per kg.
The above concession means reduc-
tion upto a maximum of 28.5% de-
pending on the count of yarn.

NOTE: Hank yarn is already
exempted from excise duty and hence
the above concession is applicable
to cone yarn.

3) Reduction in Excise Duty on
Polyester Filament Yarn used by
Handloom Industry. The reduction
is upto 50°;

4) Duty on Polyester Filament
Yarn reduced from Rs. 83.75 to
53.75 per kg. (May be in respect of
Powcrlooms and Mills.)

5) Excisc duty on Nylon Filament
Yarn reduced from Rs. 70 to 40 per
ke

ity. Rs. 180 crore
additive to special

at all.

the salary subject to an enhanced ceiling

i i lary of up
eans that a person having a Saia
to thés'l 8100 per annum will have to pay no income tax

i ic fibre

6) Excise duty on Acrylic !

rcdl)xced from Rs. [0 t0 Rs. 8 per kg.

Customs duty on these items are
also reduced.

sctate Fila-
7) import duty on Acctate Fi
ment Yarn reduced from 60°/. to
45-/. '

8) Excise duty on Viscose and
staple fibre cleared for blendwith
cotton has been reduced from Rs.7

to 5 per kg.

9) Concessional duty rates reduced
to Rs. 10 peér kg. for Polyester Fila-
ment yarn to NTC for manufacturing
fabrics under duty credits scheme.

NOTE: This scheme is known as
SULABHA

10) Dutyon Manmade fibre yarn

proposed to be reduced. This will —

help powerloom sector to a greatef
extent.

ie
1) Duty on Polyester Stap!
fibre reduced from Rs. 25/-to Rs.15/-

per kg.

12) Handloom Woollen fabrics
processed by approved independent
Processors are exempted from Excise
Duty.

13) Raw Wool imported by certain
specified handloom agencies have
been exempted from Customs Duty.

14) Excise Duty on certain Textile
Machineries required for Mederni-
sation of mills reduced from 15% to

5 %

15) Customs Duty on certain
specified machineries for Garments,
hosiery and Woollen industries has
been reduced to 35./°
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YARN PRICES:ACTION TAKEN

BY GOVERNNENT OF TAMIL NADU

(1) Southern India Miils Associ-
ation  has agreed to supply
3,000 bales of plain reel Cotton yarn

the member mills to the Director
of Handlooms and Textiles every
month for a period of two months
in the first instance at a price of Rs.
12/- per bundle of 4.54 Kgs. less than

ruling market price. The Tamil
Nadu Electricity Board has been
requested to make additional power
:un;i)t;syly to tthc (!’llﬁlls at the rate of 17.5

per bundle of 4.54 suppli

under this scheme. Ke o

(2) South India Viscose Lud has
agreed to supply a quantity of 25
tonnes of viscose filament yarn per
month to Cooptex for distribution
to the actual users at 10% below the
price fixed for dealers. As a result
of this, the total price reduction for
the quantity of 25 tonnes per month
supplied by the South India Viscose
Ltd. through Cooptex, would be
about 16 %to 18°, depending upon
denier of the yarn.

(3) The Government have released
Rs. 10 crores as rebate dues (Rs.4.99
crores to Cooptex and Rs. $.6]
crores to primaries).

~(4) The Government have sanc-
tioned Rs. 14 crores to cooptex for
payment to Cooperative Societies
for the supply of sarees and dhoties/
lunghies made by them for distri-
bution to landless agricultural
labourers. The amount will be paid
shortly.

(5) The Government of India
have been requested already to dele-
gate certain powers to the Director
of Handlooms and Textiles to control
the stock, movement etc., of yarn
and cotton under the Essential Com-
modities Act. This is to prevent
hoarding of yarn and cotton by the
traders.
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PRICE OF ART SILK

Taxes) after 10% reduction of prices by South India
Viscose and after the reduction in excise duty on supplies
to Cooperatives.

YARN (per Kg.

including

Denjer Quality  Pricein  Net Total

Feb 88  Price  reduction

75 1 - 110.29 91.26 19.03

11 109.89 90.72 18.97

100 | 8555 7167 1418
[ 84.75 70.68 14.07-

120 I 7110 59.49 11.61

H 70.00 58.50 11.50

150 | 62.16 51.94 10.22

H 61.66 51.50 10.16

300 | 50.18 41.16 9.02

I 49.68 40.72 8.96

450 1 40.78 34.2 6.58

1 40.53 3398 6.55

The total reduction is 169, to 18°/
AVERAGE OPEN MARKET

(6) The Government of India have
also been requested to ban export

of yarn and supplement by the im-
port of yarn.

As a result of various steps taken
by the Government, the prices of
art silk have come down as seen
in the Annexuie I. and the prices
of cotton have also come down
as seen in the Annexure |1.

The official machinery is being
geared up to prevent hoarding of

yarn and cotton by agent and
dealers.

PRICE OF YARN (KOVAI MAR-

KET)
(Price per bundle)

. Count 10.2.88 9.3.88
20s 157 142.00
40s 235 189.00
60s K 312 258.00
80s K 34 31750 4
2/17 NF 178 157.00

The prices will be still lower by

Rs. 12.00 per bundle (Rs. 13.20 per
bundle in respect of 2/17s) when
SIMA supplies yarn under the ar-
rangement with Tamil Nadu Electri
city Board,

[ .

THIRU G.V.RAMAKRISHNA, 1.AS,,

Born on:

Adviser to Governor of Tamil Nadu
27.3.1930

Qualification: M.Sc.(Mysore)

v

M,P.A.(I-larvardhikl)mn

Married; two ¢ . .
Played tennis, golf, cricket and billiards.
Hobbies are music, gardening and reading.

Thiru Ramakrishna joined the Indian Administrative
Service in 1952 and is currently Adviser to the Governor
of Tamil Nadu.

Brief particulars of his career and experience ar¢  as

tollows:

1957-59

1960-61

1961-66

1966-68

Under Secretary to the Government of India,
Ministry of Heavy Industries and Ministry
of Iron and Steel.

—Steel plants. steel imports and steel alloca-
tion.

Collector and District Magistrate. Nellore,
Andhra Pradesh.

Managing Directer, Andhra Pradesh Mining
Corporation

Mar?:ging Director, Andhra Pradesh Indus-
trial Development Corporation.

—Industrial promotion, technical collabora-
tion,financing and management of industries.

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India,
De;artymcm of Economic Affairs, Ministry
of Finance.

—UNDP, bilateral technical assistance.

1968-71

1971-72

1972-76

1976-77

197781

1981-83

1983-84

1984-85

1985-88

Moarcth 88

Director, Department of Economic Affairs,
Ministry of Finance,

—IMF matters, World Bank projects in agri-
culture, power, telecommunications, amily
planning, industries, irrigation, etc.

i f India,
t Secretary to the (_iovem_mem of
.I';.:;anmcm of Economic Affairs, Ministry of

Finance.

id Bank and IMF matters. Fore'ig_n ex-:
gxglr'ngc budgeting and allocation to Ministrics
and major projects, defence, foreign exchange
coordination of all external assistance, com:i
sortium matters, Debt relief, and Exte

Assistance accounts.

Minister for Economic Affairs, Embassy of
India, Washington, D.C.

—Economic matters relating to World Banlk‘
and IMF. Bilateral economic relations wit
the U.S. Assistance to Indian delegations tﬁ
the U.N. on economic matters, such as o
price increase, and General economic develop
ment matters.

to Government of Andhra Pradesh,
chpamnent of Housing ,Municipal Adminis-
tration and Urban Development.

Matters relating to housing, Municipal
Adminjstration and Urban Development.

Additional Secretary to Government of India,
Department of Industrial Development.

—Industrial Policy, industrial and capital
goods licensing, Foreign collaboration,sick in-
dustries, public sector undertakings in_rubber,
paper, cement, electiical and miscellaneous
industries.

Adviser, Planning Commission.

—Rural Development, Land Reforms, Rural
Energy, State Plans of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya

Pradesh, Gujarat and Punjab.

Secretary to Government of India, Depart-
ment of Coal; Member Secretary, Adwvisery
Board on Energy; Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh.

Membe:-Secretary, Committee on Financial
Year. Secretary, Commission on Centre-State
Relations.

Secretary to Government of India, Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Gas.

Adviser to the Governor of Tamil Nadu.
"
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vario u: lms,be;:: ‘:s:lcl)cnzted fo:;. several years and at and foreign collaboration policies and procedures. The
and in partioular with 9ndpects.o economic development reccmmendations of this Committee have been lar ely
with industrial development in India. accepted and implemented. 8
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This includes experience of —
Has experience of bilateral and multilateral economic

and technical assistance for a wid s
. eran
India. ge of activities in

The Maximum quantity of water
drawn per day is increased to 630
lakhs litres from 340 lakhs litres
per day. This can be increased to
1014 lakhs litres per day depending
upon the requirements. 10 years
back, there were only 18832 House
service connections and 526 public
Fountains in the Municipality. Now
there are 42957 house service con-
nections and 784 Public Fountains
in_the city limits. Apart from this,
there are 6861 well water connections

(a) bilaterial and multilateral i
pgterial and economic and tech-

gb)) ii:gm policly at the national level,

C development at the State level

d) promoti joi ; : o

O Bons To Toreen sohabarion WAINg "B sveral mporiant iterumoenat i dan delegaion

agreements, veStment  Commonwealth Senior On%cn’g:;: mget?:::sgs":.s“d‘ ‘;;. the
» rinance 1nis-

() survey of industrial possibilities in backward LSS Mectings,World Bank and IMF Governors meetings

regions. UNDP Governing C i
() development of small scale indusries and. the ference ang BSe AgP mg;[i‘:"‘. the UNIDO General Con- in the city.
design of incentives and assistance for their deve- AD WORKS
RO l

lopment.

The maintenance of roads (Total
Length 450.108 km) and formation
of new roads have been executed
during the past 10 years from 1977-7138
to 1986-87. Moreover 58 main roads
at a cost of Rs. 2,23.21.000 have
been formed.

Has served on several Committees a
! _ nd on the Board
In November 1977 he was appointed by the Govern. of Directors of Industrial Credit and Investment C orpora-

- ment of India to head a Committee of Industrial Licensing ;I:J;aof {ndia-a leading industrial Financing institution of

)
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TANCOF WINS NATIONAL
AWARD FOR SECURING THE
-BEST AWARD OF NATIONAL
PRODUCTIVITY COUNCIL

Tamil Nadu Cooperative Oilseeds
Growers’ Federation Limited has
won the prestigious National Pro-
ductivity Award for the year 1986-87
an also secured the Best Producti-
vity Performance Award in the cate-
gory of .State Cooperative Oilsecds
Growers’ Federations at the National

level. This is a rare distinction con- -

ferred on TANCOF as a recognition

g:' g;t; comorziued principles of in-
Sing productivity in the fields of
't]l_lx Ollseeqs Growing farmers besides
.NCOF s factories producing
edible oils and also in helping to
achu_:vc objective of the Prime
Mgnlstcr‘.s Technology Mission of
edible oilseeds of becoming self-
sufficient in Edible Oils by 1990.

5 The National Productivity Council
1s a National level organisation which
confers the awards on Industries
and Public Sector Units who contri-
bute in increasing the productivity

A'LC‘I';VC.'{ respective fields. The Pro-
sectorlay awards for Agricultural
of Aur: re sponsored by the Ministry
Ot Agriculture, Government of India.”
in line with the suggestion  of

Hon’ble Primc Minister of India,

Thiru Rajiv Gandhi. In view of its
predominant role of importance in
the Indian economy. The awards are
gwcn for 11 groups consisting of
State Agro Industries Corporation.
Bio-Fertiliser, Dairy Development,
Dry Land Agriculture, Horticulture
Development, State Oilseeds Federa-
tions, Fisheries Marketing Federa-
tions and Poultry Development.

Ours is a Very Small world

And the only world we have

keep your world clean & green

The Coimbatore = Municipality
was upgraded into that of Corpora-
tion with effect from 1.5.81. Year
after year the basic amenities such
as providing protected water supply,
forming of roads, comstruction of
irains and providing street lights
are increased.The population of the
dity has also been increased to
7,04,514 as per 1981 census. The
’xpenditure for basic amenities arc
met from the income from house tax,
srofession tax, Licence fees, water
sharge lease items and subsidy gran-
‘ed by the Government from time
‘0 time. The approximate income is
Rs. 12,30,41,190 and the expenditure
Rs. is 12,65,54,454.

Achievements

WATER SUPPLY

The Industrial City of Coimbatore
has been enjoying protedted water
supply since 1928, under the caption
of Siruvani Water Supply Scheme.
The original cost of the scheme was
estimated to Rs. 16.16 crores and
it has been revised to Rs. 21.65 crore
subsequently. The Scheme is execu-
ted with the loan assistance of L.1.C.
and the Government through the
Tamil Nadu Water Supply and
Drainage Board as a deposit work.
Under this scheme the protected
drinking water has been supplied
for the whole Corporation area.

of Coimbatore Corporation

BUILDING WORKS

As there was no facility for buses
plying in various routes to have a
central terminal and asthe passen-
gers were finding it extremly difficult
to reach their destinations, a town
bus stand has been constructed at
the Junction of Dr.Nanjappa Road.
ThreeShopping Complexeshave been
constructed in the important roads

Avinashi Road and at
street.

namely at Dr. Nanjappa Road,
Oppanakara

Due to the increase of children
population 26 works pertaining to
the construction of additional class
rooms in the schools have been execu=
ted for the need of the additional
students. Two daily markets have
been constructed at Satyamangalam
road and Mettupalayam road. In
addition to the existing public
fatrines. 11 pay and use, 6 Delux
Toilets have been newly constructed
in the important roads of the city.
Under this the total income to this .
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Corporation is Rs. 9.95,800 - Sheds
have been provided for the shelter
of the animals in the ZOO of V.0.C.
Park. One Rostrum has been cons-
tructed at V.0.C. Park forconducting
Public Meetings. To avoid the traffic
congestion a Car Park has been pro-
vided adjacent to Hotel Guru in Big
Bazaar Street. An expenditure of Rs.
1,85,61,000/- has been incurred for
carrying out the above works.

UNDER GROUND DRAINAGE

The Corporation has undertaken
a comprehensive drainage scheme
at an estimated cost of Rs. 5.77
crores. The work has been executed
by the Tamil Nadu Water Supply
and Drainage Board on behalf of
the Corporation with the loan assis-
tances of L.I.C. and Government.
There are three stages of works
All works in the first Zone has been
completed and are in use. Works
in the 1l and 111 Zones are under
progress.

TREE PLANTING

14,500 saplings were planted along
the road margine. in Park, School
campus and other Corporation insti-
tutions. A sum of Rs. 9.00 lakhs
has been incurred for this.

FLOOD RELIEF WORKS

Due to the Floods during 1979-80
the damaged roads has been renewed
at a cost of Rs. 10 lakhs,

ACCELERATED SLUM
IMPROVEMENT SCHEME :

24 Slum areas have been provided
with the basic amenities such as
road, drains and water supply at
a cost of Rs. 50 lakhs. Number of
people benefitted in this scheme is
35,000.

EDUCATION

The Coimbatore City Municipal
Corporation is maintaining 9 Higher
Secondary Schools, 12 High Schools.
15 Middle Schools. 64 primary and
] Deaf & Dumb Special School.
totalling to 101 Schools. Computer
course have been introduced in
two Higher Secondary Schools. The
Tamil Nadu Government  have

sanctioned Rs. 51 lakhs towards
Secondary Education advance teach-
Ing grant.

Under the Chief Minister's Nutri-
tious Meal Programme, 95 school
feeding centres are being maintained
by the Corporation and 35957
Children are benefitted under this
scheme.

PUBLIC HEALTH

The 213 addtional rubbish carts
were purchased and put into use
along with the existing number of
rubbish carts. 150 bulls. 500 night
soil drums and 5 lorries were pur-
chased and put into use after 1976-77.
Moreover four more power tillers
were purchased during 1981-82 to
remove the rubbish from lanes. 9566
Tubectomy operations and 3113
Vasectomy sterilisation were done
in family welfare centres functioning
in this Corporation.

TOWN PLANNING

Master Plan- As required under
Town and Country Planning Act
1971 Master Plans to an extent of
1,333sq. km. has been prepared.

129 Detailed Development plans
have been notified within Coimbatore
Corporation area. Action is being
taken to acquire the land early.

LAND ACQUISITION

A sum of Rs. 19.36 lakhs has been
remitted towards the cost of acquisi-
tion of lands for the construction
of school, additional school build!ng
and formation of roads etc. Action
is being taken to acquire the land
early.

EAYOUTS

120 Layouts were approved and

X P

Development charges of Rs. 37.7°
lakh were collected so tar.

REVOLVING FUND SCHEME:

As permitted by the Gevernment,
8 layouts have been taken ap to pro-
vide amemitios under Revolving Fund
Scheme. A loan of R-. 50.00 lakhs
has been sanctioned by the Govern-
ment for improvements to Town
Bus Stand.

Formation of Scheme road AA
and Al-Al indctailed Development

“plans 9 and 10, Formation and

Development of Park at Syrian
Church road.

ELECTRICAL UNDERTAKING

Street lights are maintained in
better manner to provide adequate

light during night time. During thes™

year 1986-87. 11.53.38.320 units of
cnergy were purchased from Tamil
Nadu Elcctricity Board for distri-
bution. 19 numbers of New Sub-
Stations were crrected so far.

Edited & Published by the Director of I & PR., Govt. of Tamil Nadu.
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Re-enactment of the Vedaranyam Salt Satyagraha Tamil Arasu
Dresents This month

Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharms and The Re-enactment of the Vedaranyam Salt Yatra
His Excellency - the Governor ‘
Dr. P.C. Alexander with some
of the participants In the early hours of the Tamil New Year
Ve::mnyam Salt gatyﬂ:gnha day on the April 13th 1988 began the Re~enactment
of 1930 (13.4.88 TIRUCHY) of one of the forceful events in India’s modern

’ history - The historic salt yatra of 1930 led by
' Rajaji. The programme organised as part of the
Nation’s 40th anniversary celebrations of Indepen-~
dence is a successful attempt to bring in a revival
of the spirit of the pre-Independence years, to forge
India towards greater unity.

The Cover story

The Dandi Yatra

Gandhiji's Dandi Yatrawas the turning point
in India’s Struggle for Independence and the
inspiration for the Vedaranyam Salt Yatra. The
Re-~enactment of the Dandi Yatra was completed
recently.

An in-depth report

-

Thiruvalluvar Year 2019
) May 1988 Re. |
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. The message of truth and non-
violence is as relevant today as it
was during the freedom movement.

Those who participated in the
recent padayatra and those crores
of Indians who watched them parti-
cipate and remembered Gandhiji's
great padyatra will remember also
the values of truth and non-violence
for which Gandhiji lived and for
which Gandhiji died.

The other great practical lesson
which Gandhiji taught us through
the salt satyagiaha was to focus our
attention on the poorest of the poor.
He said the only form of worship
he knew was the worship of daridra-
narayvana.

It is that kind of profound under-
standing of the poor that we need
as much in India taday «s when
Gandhiji set out on his padavatra
nearly 60 years aea. it iy the pour
and the deprived. the disadvantaged
and the handicapped who must
remam the focus of our concern.
the object of our work.

. Freedom can be won only by
taking up the cause of the poorest as
the highest national cause. Today
we must remember that we can
maeke our country great only by
making the pocrest in our land
great. There is no honour that this
country can wit  npo power that
this countrs cin held, no glory
that this country can attain unless it
honours 1{s noorost criizens, unless
it builds the paer of 1t atizen,
anless 1t makes the glory of it's
i poarest citizen the proof of  the
glory of tndia.

Let all those who marched to
Dandi and all those crores of Indians
who watched their progress over

“ .

Gandhiji’s Salt Satyagraha
*/mwas for the poor, the

¥ “deprived and the handi-

- capped of our country”
—Prime Minister Thiru Rajiv Gandhi

the next 25 days remember that the
cause for which Gandhiji marched
is the cause for which we are still
working namely the cause of all
the poor, all the deprived, all the
disadvantaged and all the handi-
capped of our country.

We can build our nation only
on the basis of unity. Our unity
does not mean dissolving our diffe-
rent cultures into a single solution.

The greatness of the unity of
India is that each of us retains his
particular cultural identity while
belonging to the larger entity called
Indta. This has been our genius
for 5000 years.

We have had the genius to
nourish and respect all our different
languages, cultures and religions
while going beyond those particular
difference to a sense of the larger
unity of India.

So Gandhiji's padiairs to - Dandi
was not only to ask the British to
leave or to give the world a lesson
in principled non-violence or even to
serve the cause of the poorest. It
was also a living demonstration to
the people of india that, notwith-
standing the glorious diversity of our
country, all the castes and religions,
regions and languages of India were
merged  together in  fighting for
freedom.

Let those who have marched to
Dandi and those of us who watched
this pilgrim  progress remember once
again that it was through unity that
we ended slavery. It is only through
unity that we will be able to build
our nation. eradicate poverty, en-
sure justice and give India back
her place in the vanguard of human
civilisation

Today, cvery aspect of Gandhiji's
constructive work remains as rele-
vant to nation building as it was to
the fight for freedom.

Today as then, we have to be
s¢lf reliant.

Today, as then, we must recog-

nise the dignity of labour. ° &

Today, as then, we have to
work for the uplift of the weaker
sections of our society.

Today, as then, we have to work
towards the emancipation of women.

Gandhiji also defined a true
satyagrahi. There is no satyagraha
involved in breaking the law and
running away. There is no satya-
graha involved in throwing stones,
damaging public property or setting
buses on fire. There is certainly no
satyagraha involved in inciting com-
munal passions, resorting to violence
Oor encouraging torrorism. All
these methods are the ways of
cowards. A coward can never
make a true satyagrahi.

We have won our freedom but
we are still building the new India.
As we build the new India perhaps
the single biggest drag on us is our
indiscipline.

It is our privilege as Indians to
be the inheritors of one of the
greatest traditions of human civilisa-
tion. It is our privilege as Indians
to belong to the only country to
have demonstrated the strength of
non-violence over violence. It is our 1
privilege as Indians to be the direct
descendants of Gandhiii and his
noble companions in the war of
Independence. In all humility, let
us prove worthy of them.

AN

‘ Describing Mahatma Gandhi
' and Rasjaji as worthy sons of India,
" Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma, His
' Excellency the Vice-President, said
“Dandi and Vedaranyam aie
sanctified by their touch. They
. symbolise for us the cherished desti-
nstion of our pilgrims. The salt of
our freedom was gathered there.”

He was inaugurating the re-
Senactment of the Tiruchirapalli -
Vedaranyam salt satyagraha march
from the same spot from where
" Rejaji led it in 1930. Dr. Sharma
declared, “Today is the auspicious
beginning of New Year—Pudu

, Vedaranyam Salt Satyagraha (1930)
The Glorious Re-enactment

“It is pational unity and humanism that can best, and
most fully energise our progress. Come what
are one as we have been for thousands of years, and 0
we shall remain. On that depends the true materialisation
of the dreams of our freedom fighters whose courage,

Tirachi on 13th April 1988

Verusham. It is celebrated as
Baisakhi in Punjab. Today is also
the anniversary of the Jallianwala
Bagh massacre. It is a day of deep

and mystic importance to India.”™

Today we renew our solidarity,
our sense of personal responsibility
and our devotion to motherland”,
he said.

“It is pational unity and huma-
nism that can best, and mcst fuily,
energise our progress. Come what
may, we are one as we have been for
thousands of years, and one we shall
remain. On that depends the true
materialisation of the dreams of our

nyay, we
and one

lp‘agosoph and sacrifice we commemorate today’’,
Ex , (ke Vice President, Dir,Shankar Dayal
Sharma said while inaugurating the Re-enactment at

freedom fighters whose courage,
philosophy and sacrifice we com-
memorate today”, he said while
inaugurating the re-enactment at §
a.m. the same time when Rajaji
launched the march in 1930.

After leading the 100 marchers
for about 200 metres, the Vice-
President and the Tamil WNadu
Governor, Dr. P.C. Alexander,

Tamil Arasu




addressed a public meeting at the
military ground.

Dr. Sharma said, ““a chosen few
of our fellow country men are
setting forth today, on foot to
traverse the path that 58 years ago
advanced our nation towards free-
dom. It is a path that has been

S xamik,

lighted by the radiance of the human
spirit and the glory of sacrifice in
the cause of nation. Every step of
the march from Tiruchi to Vedaran-
yam represented a mission of historic
importance asserting the will of the
people for freedom, humanism and
true progress.”
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“This path represents the
humanist way of life to which wc
Indians are committed from ancient
times from the North to the West
Coast, from the South to the East ¥
Coast. It is an approach in keep-
ing with the brilliant ideals eterrally
relevant to India as well as to the
rest of humankind. Our ethos of

Tamil Arasu
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powerful nationalist thought, secula-
rism, and democratic socialism
emanates from these ideals. Our
struggle for freedoam was fired by
 these ideals™.

Dr. Sharma pointed out that it
was the youth who heeded the call
of the Mahatma and contributed a
vital force to the movem:nt for

#national liberation.

Emphasising that the revolu-
tion that was brought about by the
labours of our freedom fighters must
not cease with the attainment of our
independence, Dr. Sharma observed
that ours was a continuing 1evolu-
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tion aspiring for the transformation
of the country in consonance with
the secular, socislist, democratic,
and nationalist ideals for the uplift-
ment of our people from the misery
of poverty and the gloom of despair.

His Exceliency, the Governor
Dr. Alexander welcomed the gather-
ing. He corcluded his two
minutes speech in  Tamil quoting
Bbarathiar, ‘‘Vazhia Senthamizh....
Vande Matharam™.

The Vice-President then
honoured four of the 15 survivors
who were associates of Rajaji in the
1930 * march. Those honoured

-
-

-

were Messrs. AN, Sivaraman,
R.S.Ramakrishnan, A.Subramaniam
and N.AV. Pathy.

The function commenced with
the singing of Bhajans and Bharathi-
yar songs. The Vice-President join-
ed in the singing of “Raghupathi
Raghava.”

The Vice-President’s English
speech was translated into Tamil
by Dr. V.C. Kulandaiswamy, Vice-
Chancellor of Anna  University,
Madras Mr. A. Padmanabhan,
LA.S. Adviser to the Governor,
proposed a vote of thanks.

Tumil Arasu




Epic March of Vedaranyam

‘ .
- Vedaranyam seems to have been chosen,

becauseit was the place where Vallabh I hi
Patel had in 1920 presided over the Taini:

Nadu Congress Conference; it was also
favourably situated near the Agastyampalii
salt factory and the well- known salt
swamp producing natural salt in abundance
and it was the home of Vedaratnam Pillai,
an active congress worker. Further it was
a place of pilgrimage. 99

The salt marches of Vedaran-
yam which had witnessed only the
dance of the flamingoes and the
desolate cries of the seagulls were to
witness a different kind of activity
in 1930-the salt march, the fore-
runner to many a non-violent battle
for independence and civil—dis -
obedience movements which were
by themselves against the tyranny of
the British rule in India.

In 1930, Gandhiji made an
offer to the then Viceroy of India
whereby he assured that he would
not press on with civil disobedience,
if the British Government would
accept his  Eleven Points. The
latter included: reduction in land
revenue, abolition of salt tax, re-
lease of political prisoners and levy
of duty on foreign cloth. The
British Government considered the
Eleven Points to be too unrealistic
and paid scant attention to
Gandhiji’'s demand.

In January 1930, Gandhiji told
Tagore that he was furiously think-
ing ‘night and day’ regarding action
to be taken and said he would make
a call for the cclebrations of ‘Inde-
pendence Day’, on January, 26th. On
that day in the towns and villagzs of
India. hundreds of thousands of
people took a pledge that to submit
to British rule was a crime against
man and God. The people under-

took to join a campaign of civil dis-
obedience and non-payment of taxes
if the Congress Party launched such
a move. The enthusiasm of the
people rose to a such high pitch on
Independence Day when Gandhiji
came to believe that time was ripe
fqr a mass movement. He imme-
diately suggested the inauguration of

the movement with the breach of the
Salt laws.

To this move, the first impulse
of the British Government was to
ridicule ‘the kindergarden stage of
political revolution” and to laugh
away the idea that the King-Emperor
could be unseated by boiling sea-
water in a kettle. The Govern-
ment did not take the breach of the
salt tax seriously and even Gandhiji's
close adherents doubted whether
the salt satyagraha would succeed.

But Gandhi knew his terrain.
The British Government had impos-
ed a tax on salt and this was parti-
cularly burdensome to the peasants.
Salt was the one commodity that the
pocr man used more often than the
rich. His daily requirements were
more; for he worked in the fields
under the scorching sun. For the
average farmer, the annual tax was
equivalent to three days' income.
In a grain of sait Gandhi had found
the perfect symbol of freedom. To
oppose the salt laws would be to
assert, a simple, elementary human
right.

Before launching the satya-
graha, Gandhi wrote to the Viceroy
in which he noted as follows: “if
my letter makes no appeal to yout

heart, on the eleventh day of this
month, I shall proceed, with such co-
workers of this ashiam as | can
take to disregard the provisions of
the salt laws”. The Viceroy's 16ply
was brief: it expressed its regret at
Mr.  Gandhi’s contemplating 8
course of action which was closely
bound to involve the violation of th
law and danger to public peace.

“On bended knee, | askea for bread,
said Gandhiji, “'l received a ston¢

instead.” A

At 6.30 A.M. on March 12,
1930, Gandhiji began the 241 mile
epic march to Dandi. The
Seventy nine. Satyagrahis included
scholars, newspaper editors, hartjans
and weavers. The people of Ahema-
dabad had turned out in their thou-
sands to cheer them. He announced
that he would not return to Sabar-
mati Ashram until the salt tax was
repealed.

“Watch™, Gandhiji had said.
“f will give a signal to the nation,”
Uneasily the world watched. On
the night of April 5th, the marchers
reached the Dandi beach. *“God
willing, I expect to commence actual
civil disobedience at 6.30 in the
morning with my companions™,
said Gandhiji. At sunrise, 'having
spent most of the night in prayer,
he walked into the sea, then returning

to shore, picked up some salt Icft)(

from evaporated sea water.

From Dandi, where hc had
made the first symbolic breach of
the salt laws, Gandhi sent a message

Tamil Ara{uj
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that “at Indian self-respect
is symboli as jt were, In a
bandful of salt in the satysgrahi's
hand * “Let the fist be broken but
jet there: ¢ no surrender of salt.”
Gandhiji wrote, “1 want world
sympathy in® this battle of right
against might” On May S5th,
Gandhiji was arrested. Just before
his arrest Gandhi had planned to
raid the sait depots at Dhaisana.
The salt depots were raided on
2i1st May by other leaders. They
were arrested and the rank and file
beaten up.  Webb Miller, an
American correspondent reported:
“In no case did I see a
volunteer-all told there were two
thousand five hundred of them—
cven raise an arm to deflect the
blows, obviously it was their pur-
pose to force the police to beat them.
In cighteen years of reporting, in
twenty two countries, I have never
witnessed such harrowing scenes as
at Dharsana. Sometimes  the
scenes were so painful that I had to
turn away momentairily. One sur-
prising feature was the discipline of
volunteers. It seemed they were
throughly imbued with Gandhi’s
non-violence creed.” .

When Gandhi gave the clarion
call to the Dandi March, in the
south, the nefarious salt law was
breached
TamilNadu
in a resolution passed at Vellore
said that under the leadership of
C. Rajagopalachari, the historic
march wculd start from the house
of Dr. T.S.S. Rajan on 13-4-1930,
Tamil New Year’s Day and reach

Vedaranyam.

Vedaranyam seems to have
been chosen, because it was the
place where Vailabh Bhai Patel
had in 1920 presided over the
Tamil Nadu Congress Conference;
it was favourably situated near the

Agastyampalli salt factory and the 6

well known salt swamp producing
natural salt in abundance, and it
was the home of Vedaratnam
Pillai, an active Congress worker.
Further it was a place of pilgrimage
and the march to it would invest the

rihole campaign with a religious
i

gnificance.

In March 1930, Rajaji issued an
appeal for funds and volunteers and
touredthroughout Thanjavur addres-
sing meetings at various places to
prepare the ground for his march.
Volunteers hurried to his side from
several districts in the State and
Rajaji then sent an advance guard
to go along the route of the march
to arrange for accommodation and
supplies at suitable halts and also to
rouse the sympathies of the people.
In this as in all other work connect-
ed with the campaign he found able
licutenants in t;l)r TTSSl Rba}j;adn,
Secretary to the Tami u
Congress Committee, Thirumathi

Lakshmipathi, the organizer of the

VA
vt

/ :

Madras League of youth, Thiru
Panthulu Ayyar, a former member of
the Legislative Council anda man of
position and repute of Kumbakonam
and in some other Congress workers.
The march was planned to begin
from Tiruchirappalli, the head-
quarters of the Congress, and to
pass through the Grand Anaicutand

¢ To Mahatma’s move towards the

inauguration of a movement to
breach the Salt Laws, the first
impulse of the Government was to
ridicule ‘the kindergarten stage
of political revolution’ and to
laugh away the idea that the King-
Emperor could be unseated by
boiling sea-water in a kettle. 99

v?,v i

Thiruvaiyar to Thanjavur, kumba-
konam, Mannargudi, Tiruthurai-
poondi, and from then on to
Vedaranyam.

The following account by
G. Narayana lyengar describes the
epic story,

“The satyagrahis reached the
Thanjavur border, the then Collector
of the district Mr. Thorne issued an

o soc Sl

order that it was an offence to.
harbour any satyagrahi. But the
veteran patriot,  the late
Panthulu lyer of Kumbakonam,
defied this order and entertained the
satyagrahis in his own house. Not
only this, but contrary to Rajaji’s
instructions he gave them a regular
feast including payasam. When the
group had their food, there was
some delay in serving payasam after
rasam. One satyagrahi sang a song
of Ramalingaswamy in which the
Almighty is describedas sugar candy,
honey and so on.
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When he finished his song Rajaji
with 2 smile on his face said ‘pro-
bably by singing this song the friend
wanted to remind the host that the
next item of the menu is payasam.’
The whole gathering roared with
laugl_l_ter. Everyone  admired
Rajaji's sense of humour. After the
party had left the place. Pantulu
lyer was arrested and sent o jail”

Some . more details arc given
by Dr.T.S.S. Rajan in his reminis
cences : The distance to be covered
in the march was about 150 mijles.
The number of satyagrahis was
limited to one hundred to keep
the need for food and accommo-
dation within limits. About ten
miles were covered each day. The
Satyagrahis slept on the sands of the
Cauvery one night. Though the
Collector’s threats had no effect on
the major part of the population,
some people were afraid or did not
wish to defy the authorities openly.
Such people kept packets ot'tood
on the trees on the marchers’ way
and gave the satvagrahus all the

$€1n no case did I see a volunteer-
all told there were two thousand
five hundred of them-even raise
an arm to deflect the blows,
obviously it was their purpose to
force the police to  beat them.
In eighteen years of reporting,
in twenty two countries, I have
never witnessed such harrowing
scenes as at Dharsana 99

—Webb Miller,a newsman

food they could have asked for.
When the principal resident of one
village Periyappaiyan Chawadi dis-
appeared from the place as the
satyagrahis arrived, his brave wife
stayed on and reccived them and gave
them food and looked after them.

Rajaji was of course arrested as
expected, and tried, and sentenced to
six months imprisonment. He had
nominated K. Santanam to suc-
ceed him as leader. Santanam
nominated Mattappani Venkatarama
Aiyar, he Subramanyam, and he
G. Ramachandran. ~ The police
arrested all the leaders. Rajan kept
himself out of the open programme
for some time but went to Vedarn-
yam later and was arrested.

What the march  meant to

Rajaji himself was stated by him1

later in a note he prepared for the
Congress session of 193S. So “when
on Tamil New Year's Day at Dr
Rajan's hoase i Tiuchirapalii on
the 13th April, 1930 we started on
our march to the Salt beds at
Vedaranyam, and Dr. Rajan’s
daughter put the red powder on my
face in silent prayer, we were pre-
pared tor o course of suffering in
advince of what men and women
had hitherto undergone in the cause
of Indian freedom. We had given
up titles, protessions, colleges and
carrers but now we were out to face
waorse trials than those of volun-
tary poverty™,

It would appear, that the Col-
lector Thorne ¢pisode had in a
personal  sense, o happy endmg.
In the same note on the march by
Rajaj we have the following para-
graph.

Though it was 1o be seventeen
years before India became formally
independent. freedom for India was
inevitable from the moment Gandhi
stooped on the beach at Dandi for
a handful of sal.

Tamil Arasu
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- The Route of
the Vedaranyam Satyagrahis

Mela Marudur

Vedaranyam

Do

..that the salt lifted by Gandhiji

from the beach was sold to a
Dr. Kanugu, the highest bidder,
for 1600 rupees.

..a hundred thousand were ar-

rested as the aftermath of Salt
Satyagraha, in India.

. .despite the collector's ban order

at Thanjavur, 20,000 people
were present to hear Rajaji’s
address.

you know...

..Over the three hundred village
headmen gave up their Govern-
ment posts in the area traversed
by Gandhiji during salt satya-
graha,

...Rajaji had a toe-infection when
he undeitook the Salt March
and that he walked barefoot
for three days.
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with the kind courtesy of:

Rajmohan Gandhi’s book,
The warrior from the South.

—
THE MARCH THAT LED TO FREEDOM

Vedaranyam Salt Satyagraha (1930)

Under Rajaji’s Leadership

The Beginning

Hundreds had assembled at
the unusual hour to witness a going
out to war. When the marchers
took their first delibera'e steps there
was a complete hush. Tears trickled
down the faces of some onlookers.
After a few seconds the notes of a
song could be heard. ‘Kathiyinri
Rathammn', the marchers were
singing.  “Sans sword sans blood.’
The verse had been composed for the

glglclz?.ion by poet Thiru Ramalingam

C.R. had not walked long w

he was shown the morning‘sg pa';:;
carrying Thorne's order against ‘har-
bouring." Without pausing or slow-
ing down, C.R. dictated, to accom-
panying press reporters, a fresh
answer. He knew, he said. his
people and their tradition of hospita-
lity better than a British officer did.
The order, he predicted, would
enlarge the public's welcome. With
a twinkle he added, *Thorns and

thistles’ cannot ste is ti
m this tide of
freedom.’ °

In the beginning it looked as if
Thorne's strategy might work. At
Koviladi, on the second day of the
march, the party found the ‘chhatram’
Pilgrims’ innbarred and bolted
:%:’1‘::{5; t}?em. C(.jR.hwas invited to a

ome and the res
the bed of the Cauvery. t slept on

‘Stretching out everywhere, the
Cauvery serves us like a great friend
and mother.” CR. wrote his child-
ren. ‘She assists with our lodging
and our washing. On her sands
thousands attend our meetings,
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women-tolk coming in great num-
bers.” ‘When I see you 2 or 2%

| years hence,” C.R. ad_furcd Nara-

simhan and Lakshmi, ‘you should
receive me smiling.’

Koviladi was not a pointer.
In the halts that followed the
marchers were joyously hailed. They
walked under welcome arches, on
roads sprinkled with water and to
the cheers of crowds that were gett-
ing bigger and bigger.

More important, they were fed
and housed. Thorne's directives
which he reinforced by personally
visiting, ahead of the marchers,
some of their halts—were defied or
defeated. Those who openly gave
hospitality - knew the consequences-
jail terms and fines—and received
them. Others, too, found ways of
helping. A nameless host, in one
place, hung bundles of food on
trees the marchers could not miss.
Eventually C.R. had to appeal
against pampering the satyagrahis.

Neither soldiers nor sanyasis,
the marchers yet bore a resemblance
to both. Walking five miles in the
morning and five in the evening—
past ricefields or groves of banana
or coconut, with the Cauvery,
Journeying seaward, often by their
?ii?e, they took with them a way of

e.

At stops they fraternised with
‘untouchables’ in their hutments
refrained from entering temples—
because they were closed to the ‘un-
touchables’.—swept village streets
and spoke up for Hindu-Muslim
unity and against drink. And at two
crowded meetings a day they preach-
ed the gospel of non-violent revoit.

Reporting to the Government
of Madras the ‘extraordinarily vigo-
rous propaganda’ along the route,
Thorne claimed, ‘with all respect’,
that he had been right in suggesting
C.R.'s early arrest and added that
‘harm to the prestige of Government
has been done by the march.’

Though a toe infection obliged
him to walk barefoot for two or
three days, C.R. stood the journey
well. In the thick of it he remem-
bered to ask about ‘the anti-drink
work around the Ashram.” ‘lam
anxious only about that,” he wrote.

In response to persistent campaign-
ing by C.R., toddy shops had lately
been closed in the Ashram area,
which as a result no longer saw
‘reeling villagers staggering on the
road.’

At Tanjore town, Thorne's
post of command, a brother and
sister gave, in C.R.’s words, ‘shelter
and noble hospitality,” but C.R.s
heart sank when he found that
nothing had been prepared for the
evening mecting; no one, he was
told, was ready to take responsibi-
lity. A lawyer finally offered C.R. 2
rickety old table; with the help of
the lawyer’s gardener, C.R. had it
moved to the meeting site.

Not a soul was to be seen there-
and C. R. was prepared for ‘a mise,
rable failure.’  ‘After all it is
Thorne's headquarters,” C. R.
thought, ‘and we may yield to him at
least in one battle.’

But when C.R. and his team
marched down at the appointed
hour they saw a surging mass of
humanity. Before C.R. spoke—
‘with a heart moved to the depths'—
the 20,000 present prayed in comp-
lete silence.

In Kumbakonam, Panthulu
lyer, ex-member of the Legislative
Council, kept all the marchers for
two nights in his house and fed
them. He was jailed for six months.
Next, in Semmangudi, C.R. learnt
that a few government servants
wete in the welcoming crowd. This
kind of courage meant, he told the
throng, that freedom had already

arrived. As expected, the officials

lost their jobs.

While C.R. was addressing a
meeting in Tiruthuraipoondi, Rama-
chandra Naidu was arrested for
having fed the satyagrahis. The
multitude remained calm. Gandhian
teaching had been imbibec.

A mighty crowd was waiting in
Vedaranyam, when the satyagrahis
reached on April 28, the sixteenth
day of the march. After saying
that he was taking the welcome
address as read and the garlands
as worn, a tired but smiling
C.R. declared that he would break

the salt law on the 30th and expect
others to break it thereafter.

THE TEAM FOR VEDARANYAM

€6 The eventual regiment—the
‘hundred gems,” as they came to be
called—included a man from each
Tamil district, seven youths resigning
handsome Bombay jobs, an engineer-
ing college lecturer and a railway
official, the last two also sacrificing
their posts. To the free India of
the future the group was to contri-
bute an editor, an ambassador, a
union minister, five Chief Ministers
and more. 99

The Drama of
Rajaji’s Arrest

Almost immediately after they
reached the swamp and, beginning
with C.R. every body bent down and
picked up some salt, the Superin-
tendent of Police, Govindan Nair,
was on the scene. He was supported
by some officers and fifty constables.
C.R.and others holding salt were
told to surrender it. On their refusal
Nair arrested C.R.

~ Resolved to prevent demonstra-
tions of sympathy, Thorne haa
arranged for a quick, secluded trial
in a salt shed near the sea, and a
qQuiet despatch of the prisoner by
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the 8.35 a.m. train from Agastyam-
palli station. He had also instruct-
ed that all telegrams relating to the
arrest be withheld till evening.

Nair fetched a bucket of water
for C.R. to wash his salty hands and
sandy feet before being tried. Ponnu-
swamy Pillai, the judge brought to
the shed, had been in Salem during
C.R.'s lawyer days. The prosecutor
was inefficient; never at a loss in a
court, C.R. helped him out.

The sentence was six months
rigorous imprisonment plus a Rs. 200
fine or another three months. C.R.
said he would prefer the additional
term. Pillai had given out his verdict
calmly, but when it came to signing
the jail warrant he broke down and
wept.

The proceedings had been speedy
but not brisk enough for the prisoner
to be placed on the 8.35 a.m. train.
Thorne’s officers had let their chief
down. By the time the next train
left, carrying C.R. to Tiruchy, word
of his arrest had spread.

C.R.

C.R. <pent three weeks, as con-
vict number 5557, ir Tiruchy Central
Jail where at six each evening he
was locked inside a small cell in
which the only ‘means of ingress for
air’, was ‘a small ventilator about
2 ft. by 1 ft. barred and wirenetted.’
He felt he had been ‘deprived of a
reasonable measure of fresh air and
sleep’. From Tiruchy C.R.was moved
for two weeks to the Madras Peniten-
tiary and thence to Bellary Central

at Prison

Jail.

The summer is long, hot and
exacting in Bellary, but C.R.'s four
months there had positive aspects.
He was in the company of intelligent

young satyagrahis. They were eager

to learn. C.R. was glad to teach.

This memocial pillar, erected by the Tiruchi
Municipality 12 years ago,snands on the spot
from where the historic march to Vedaranyam

The jailor ‘knew how to deal with
gentlemen as well as to keep within
the rules’: he gave C.R. full freedom
to hold classes and prayer mectings.

C.R. covered a wide range of
subjects, mostly chosen by the young
men; the lives of great men. of trees
and bees, stars and atoms; also
Bolshevism, untouchability and the
national debt. One of the *students’
took down the talks in shorthand;
they were published in 1931 as
“Chats Behind Bars.”

Though awarded nine months
in all, C.R. in fact served a sentence
of five months and eleven days.
After he had been consigned to
prison the Government discovered
that the penalty for not paying the
Rs. 200 fine should have been six
weeks, not three months: it would
seem, moreover. that about ten
weeks weie remitted.

Released on October 10th. C.R.
forthwith ©  addressed a  Bellary
gathering and attacked the new
ordinances. They merely made
‘clear to the world the reality of
Indian revolt.” The movement, he
claimed, would feed on the ‘fresh
vitaminous dishes’ which the Viceroy

had ‘ cooked and made ready.’

)
siarted| sader Rajaji’s leadership on April 13, 1930,
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University, has been through the

Vedaransam Salt Satvagraha.
o9

The Vedaranyany Salt March took place 38 vears age.
but | stll remember st vividly. Tiruchirappalli buzzed
with activits. Volunteers for the March poured mn from

all over ‘lamil Nadu.

In the carly hours of the 1ith Aprid we had gathered
at DR T.S.S.Rajan's house at Tiruchr cantonment. There
were over @ hundred of us. The mornnyg wr resounded
with the strains of the sony “Ruaghupathy Raghava
Rajaram, Pathutha Pavana Sitaram™.

The March commenced under the saintiy leadership
of Ragup. Step by step.step by step. we followed.

We had justlett Trruchi when Rajaji was informed of

the orders of Thorne. the District Collector of Thanjavur:

“Anmyone supporting or helpmg the Marchers was hable
for imprisonment and fine”™. A eviica) smile spread on
Rajagi s Face. Hesad = know miy poes Tothis proclama-
tion s going to add (o my embarrassment beceuse it will
redouble the enthusiasm of the people™. He added...........
“Neither Thorne nor thistles are going to stop us.”™

Indeed. his words were prophetic.

Throughout the Marche we recened unprecedented
support and hospitality from the people en route. We
reached Vedaranyam on the 28th April. A large crowd
had wathered o meet us - with garlands. 1t moved us.
Rajap said “Keep all the garlands. My neck 15 too weusk
to carry all the garlands you give me. but  remember.
to-day vou rejoice but tomorrow you will have to tace the
crisis. ‘The Police are all round. They are watching us. |
will be arrested and taken away. But you have to stand up
to ihe test alierwards. Keep non-violence, let none of you
raise your finger against the Pohiee as they arrest you or
Lithi-chirge you or beat you down. Stand erect. |l|§C
Tanul people You are very proud of being o Tamilian™.
He was the embodiment of Tamil Culture - a tew words
but they sank deep imto the hearts of the listeners.

Farly next morning.  Rajaii detied the Salt Law at
one of the swamps. He was arrested by Govinda Menon,
the Superintendent of Police. It was aronic as Menon
had known Rajaji personally and had highest reverence
for him. It was observed as a day of silent prayer at Veda-
ranyam . Shop and busiess establishments remained
closed. From the next day onwards the Salt Laws con-
firmed (o be defied. -

Vedaranyam Salt March = A Flash back

Thiru 6. Ramachandran, the founder of Gandhigram Rural
thick
movement. He has been associated with many veteran national
leaders. Here. in this article, he narrates his experience in the

Jf the freedom

-

The hundred of us who had accompanied Rajaji
set up a small camp at Vedaranyam- -1 remember the
people in the camp very distinctly. There was Sardar
Vedaratnam Pillar, a Salt merchant on whose invitation
Ruajaji had come to Vedaranyam. He was  arrested.
There was K.Santhanam who later became a Minister in
the Central Government, He too was arrested. Then, of
course, there was Mattapparai Venkatarama lyer - the
lion of & man, with big whiskers, a Brahmin but Kshatriya
by character. The British did not sparc him either. He
auctioned the Satyagraha salt - Freedom Salt. as we called
1t-—made into small packets worth 10 paise but we sold

them at Rs. 10, Rs. 20/- and Rs. 30/-

Salt continued to be collected at Vedaranyam and
the Police were losing their paticnce. Volunteers were
merailessly beaten up. But we refused to give up. As the
arrests went on, the number of Volunteers dwindled to 50.
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et Keep all the garlands. My neck is too weak
to carry all the garlands You give me but
remember, today you rejoice but tomorrow
you will have to face the crisis. The police
are all around. They are watching us, |
will be arrested and taken away. But you
have to stand the test afterwards. Keep
non-violence, let none of You raise your
finger-one finger against the police, as they
arrest vou or lathicharge You or beat you
down. Stand erect like Tamil people-you
are very proud of being a Tamilian 9y

I remember clearly the day when we were all arrested.
We had collected a lurge quantity .of salt and brought it
to the camp. The Police got mind of this and . small unit
led by an Inspector charged into the Camp. Mr+. Rukmani
Lakshmipathy (who later became the Deputy Chairman
of the Madras Legislature) covered the salt with her hands

—Rajaji

and the rest of us sat around her in a circle holding hands.
She was our valuable leader and comrade. The Police
wanted 1o seize the salt as it was “Contraband’". We told
the Police “This is Freedom Salt. You will not take 1t
away unless you do so over our dead body”. Dr. TSS.
Rajan and K.Vaidyanatha lyer from Madurai were part
of our group.

The trial was conducted by a local Magistrate. |
was senienced to a rigorous imprisonment and being
the leader of the Camp, 1 was also fined Rs. 500 - and
to realise the fine, the utensils and other items in the Camp
were confiscated.

But next only to the Dandi March, the Vedaranyam
Salt March will remain m the movement of our Freedom
asone of the conspicuous land niarks.

My message is very dimple. In repeating the Satya-
graha, you are repeating the Freedom Movement of
India— a crucial juncrure in cur history. Please remember
owas Rajap who led the struggle wt Vedaranvam,  As
you march forward, remember that fragile tigure. that
saintly man who made history in South India, You are the
proud repetitioners of one of the Crusade battles in our
Freedom Movement. As you March on. keep all the -
rectitude which Rajaii had given 1o us in the March and
as You go on in the March. speak to the people of what
Indir is to-day. how it emerged into Freedom - and what
under the new circumstances, the peeple of India parti-
cularly in Tamil  Nadu, what they have to doto nake
India strong. united and great

[ ——— —

into his face.

Gandhiji’s
Arrest

The police officials arrived at

midnight, accompanied by thirty
men with readied guns.
darkness it was impossible for them &
to make out Gandhi anywhere, or
guess where he might be hiding.
At last someone pointed out a little
white bundle in one of the open
sheds. “That is Gandhiji”. In
the mudst of the confusion, the
leader of this national earthquake
was sleeping like a baby, absolutely
certain that the Lord would take
care of him.

The British official awakened
the sleeper and shone a flashlight

“We have come to
arrest Mr. M.K. Gandhi.”

“I am Mohandas Karamchand

Gandhi,” the little figure answered
politely, “I am at your service.”

In the o

“Please get vour things rcad),';
We will give you the time you need.

* 1 am ready now," said Gandhi
indicating the small bundle on the
floor. “This is all 1 need.”

While the policemen watched
he set about brushing his few teeth
in his usual unhurried way. Then

* after a short prayer he turned to the

official in charge and walked briskly
to the car outside, chatting cheerfully
to his escorts. He kncw that it
might be years before he returned,
yet there was no trace of apprehen-
sion or resentment in his manner.
The police were so impressed by
the simple dignity of this little man
that they seemed to be not his jailers -
but his prisoners. He was at his
very best when being persecuted.
He was at his strongest when under
pressure.  And he was free whether
_inside prison or out.

£16,4 1 N
"
Il ’
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Gandhiji’s

words of wisdom

“A satyagrahi bids gobipye to fear.
He is therefore tfever atraid of trust-
ing the opponent. Even if the
opponent ‘plays him falsc twenty
tirues, the satyagrahi is ready to
trust him the twenty-first time, for
an implicit trust in human natuie is
the very essence cf his creed.”

“In satyagraha, it is never the num-
bers that count; it is always the
quality, more so when'the forces of
violence are uppermost.”

“Then it is often forgotten that
it is neveer the intention of a satya-
grahi to embarrass the wrong@ogr.
The appeal is never to his fear; it is,

must be, always to his heart. The
satyagrahi's object is to convert,
not to coerce, the wrongdoer. Hc
should avoid artificiality in all his
doings. He acts naturally and from
inward conviction.”

“'Satyagraha is gentle, it never
wounds. It must not be the
result of anger or malice. It
is nevei fussy, never impatient,
never vociferous. It is the
direct opposite of compulsion.
It was conceived as a complete
substitute for violence. 99

A

If non-violence is the law of our
being. the future is with woman.

As truth and abimsa are not
merely  for (he chosen  few. so
exacthy, :y self-control not merely
tor a few but for the whole of huma-
nity.

Death is at any time blessed, it is
Lwice blessed for a warrior who dies
for his cause, that is. Truth,

Hatred ever kills, love never dies.

It is my conviction that nothing
enduring can be buil on violence,

True suffering does not know itself
and never calculates. [t brings its
own joy, which surpasses all other
joys.

Non-violence iy
discipline.

the essence of

You need not be afraid that the
method of non-violence 1s a slow
longdrawnout process. It is the
swiftest the world has seen for, it is
the surest.

Satyagraha is a relentless search
or truth and a determination to
reach truth.

Non-violence i§ like radium in its
acton. It acts in g silent, subtle,

unseen way and leavens the whole
Society.

Real suffering bravely borne melts
even a heart of stone,

Anger and intolerance are the twin
enemies of correct understanding.
L -

Non-violence is an active force of
the highest order.

Anger is the ecnemy of ahimsa, and
pride1s a monster that swaliows it up.

|

Satyagraha is the introduction of |
truth and gentleness in the national |

life.

God 15 the shield of the

violent,

non-

Strength of numbers is the deiight
of the tmid. The valiant of spirit
glory in tighting alone.,

Bravery is not a quality of body. ,

1t is of the soul.

Gift of life is the greatest of all
aifts, a man whe gives it in reality,
disarms all hostility.

I we develop the foree of will, we |

shall find that we do not need the
force of arms.

To me God is truth and love.God
15 ethics and moralitv. God is fear-
lessness, God is the source of light
and life and vet he is above and
beyond all these. God s conscience.
He is even the atheism of the atheist
for in his boundless love, God per-
mits the atheist to live,

Whatever you do, be true to your-
selves and to the world.

~_Errorcan claim no exemption even
if it can be supported by all the scrip-
tures of the world,

Untruth and violence are twin
sisters.
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The historic Dandi March led
by Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of
the Nation, is a significant land-
marKk in the history of India’s struggle
for frqedom. Started to break the
tyrannious salt tax by picking up salt
on the sea-coast at Dandi in South
Gujarat, it kindled a new spirit of
sacrifice among the people and with
it the mass civil dis-obedience move-
ment spread like wild fire all over
the country.

The Great March, which was
like Lord Buddha’s Mahabhinishk-
raman, commenced from the Ashram
premises on the banks of the river
Sabarmati at Ahmedabad at 6.30a.m
on March 12, 1930 with seventy-

The Historic

cight inmates. Mahatma Gandhi
though frail but full of energy even
at the age of sixty one with his
staff in hand, led the satyagrahis who
hailed from all the parts of the

country—the  Punjab,  Gujarat,
Mabharashtra, _U.P,, Kutch, Sind,
Kerala, Rajputana, Andhra,

Kamataka, Bombay, Tamit Nadu,
Bihar, Bengal, Utkal and even from
Nepal and Fiji. They represented a
“ross-section of the people as among
them were two Muslims and one
Chrlstlan“ besides Hindus including
two Harijans,

Before commencing the march,
Gandhiji had a long communication
with the Viceroy on this unjust Salt
Act and the civil disobedience to be
resumed by him but a just reply was
not forthcoming.

As the appointed day for the
march was nearing, thousands of
people began to throng the premises

Dandi March

and the surrounding open grounds
of the Sabarmati Ashram. On the
eve of the march, Gandhiji in his
memorable speech at the evening
prayers expressed his wish that
there be no suspension or abandon-
ment of the campaign he was com-
mencing next morning.

“For me this is nothing less
than a holy pilgrimage”  said
Gandhiji about the Dandi March.
“Like the historic march of Rama-
chandra to Lanka the march of
Gandhi will be memorable™, said
Motilal Nehru while P.C. Ray
compared it with “the exodus of the
Israelites under Moses.”

Gandhiji declared not to return
to the Ashram till the freedom was
won.

A huge crowd followed
Gandhiji and his batch of satya-
grahis as they commenced their
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march. The people everywhere
were overcome with a new wave of
enthusiasm. As if a spell was
cast by this march, thousands of
people gathered on the way to greet
the satyagrahis. They decorated the
41-mile route of the march with

2
’ﬁrches, torans, fiags and festoons.

The march commenced every-
day at 6.30 a.m. after the morning
prayers. The Ashram routine was
to be strictly observed by all the
satyagrahis. Gandhiji used to get
up very early at about four in the
morning and retire after 9.00 p.m.

He with his co-marchers covered ten
or more miles everyday. He also
addressed huge public meetings,
gave interviews, held discussions,
replied letters and wrote for his
periodical all throughout his

Jjourney.

Motilal Nehru and Jawaharlal
Nehru met Gandhiji at Jambusar
and also marched a little distance
with him. Motilal Nehru made a
gift of their ancestral house, Anand
Bhavan at Allahabad to the nation
thereafter consulting him.

q The long trek came to an end

on April 5th, the twenty-fourth day
of thg journey. On April 6th, soon
after the prayers Gandhiji took a
bath in the sca and at 8.30 a.m. he

broke the salt law by picking up a
lump of salt.

The first salve of the battle was

- thus fired and the entire nation rose

as a man against what Gandkiji
described as ‘Goonda Raj™

Gandhiji had nominated Abbas
Tyabji and after him Tmt. Sarojini
Naidu to lead the Satyagraha if he
was arrested.

The battle against the ‘Black
Regime' was at its climax when
Gandhiji planned to commence the
march to Dharasana Salt Works.
But at the dead of night, at 00.45
hrs. on May 4, 1930 he was arrested
at Karadi, three miles from Dandi.
Within an hour he was driven away
in a lorry to Yervada Central Prison,
after the hymn Vaishnavajan with
which he had commenced his march
was recited.

Miraben, a close associate of
Gandhiji said about the arrest that,
“At the dead of night, like thieves

.they came to steal him away for

‘when they sought to lay hapd on
him, they feared the multltudes,
because they took him for a

prophet.”

€€ The aftermath of the March
On the morning of April 6, 1930, the salt
tax law was dcficd at Dandi. As Gandhiji
it was now open to anyonc who
would take the risk of prosccution under
the salt laws to manufacture salt.”

putit: “...

The entire nation rosc in response.
Countless Indians courted arrest. Salt
-depots were raided. In a single raid at
Dharsana, Gujarat, 289 voluntcers
were mercilessly beaten up.

The British were retaliating by
unlcashing a wave of terror.
up: with over 95,000 brave Indians.

On April 14, Jawaharlal Nchru was arrested
and scntenced to six months of

imprisonment. 99

1¢ jails filled

§
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~ The batch of 79 padyatris w<.:re
Dandi March Re-Enacted -

Replaying History

welcomed by the President. amidst
raising of national slogans, on their
arrival, the 26th day of their 387 km
long trek through 43 villages of Cen- \
tral and South Gujarat,

Organised by the State-level

The Hon'ble Prime Minister,
Thiru. Rajiv Gandhi, on 12th March
1988, flagged off and led a Dandi
vatra from the Haijan ashram ot
Ahmedabad to commemorate

taken by Mahatma Gandhi during
the freedom struggle. The march,
renamed "Ekta Yatra® staited exacihy
at 6.20 am. with thousands of
people taking part,

The Prime Minister starting off
from the ashram walked abot £ oy-
km. with the 80 vatris. espectally
trained for the 365-km march. The
yatris. hike the originel murchers of
March 120 1930, were dressed in
khadi kurta. pviamu and Guandhi
cap with a sling bag on the shoulder
and o tricolour scarf tied around
the neck. The Prime Minister and
his wife were similarly dressed,

The start of the march was
preceded by 4 ceremony during
which siv sunvivors of (ho original
Dandi Murch  were fehaitated.
Mementoes were prosented 1o the s
Thiru”Bhunu\h,xnkcr Dave. Thiru,
Ra_tan)l Boricha. Thiru. Lakji Parmar,
Thiru. Muadhavlal  Shah, Thiru.
Sajnsh Kalelkar and Thiru.  Anand
H!ngoram, The Prime Minister alvo
Joined in the singing of Mahatma
Gandhi's favourite bhajans by singer
Sudha Malhotra.

Tmt. Madhuri Khare evoked
nostalgic memories of the original
Dandi March when she sang “Hari
Om.. Hari Om.  Shur Sangram
Karo'. The bhajan was sung by
her father. Naravan Shastri Khare,
on March 12, 1930 before Mahatma
Gandhi set out on his march to
Dandi to break the salt law.

One of the six veterans handed
over the national flug and a torch

the historic Dandi March under-

to Thiru Gandhi, which he passed
over to two of the trehkers. The
large crowd which had started col-
lecting 1n the ushram compound then
stood up und jointly took a pledge
to protect the unity and mtegrity of
the nation and strive for the uplift
of backwuil classes and o7 tho
nation o a whole,

About 90 MPs including minis-
ters, several freedom fichters and
many other people participated in
the yatra up to a considerable dis-
tance. Ahead of the march ad-
vanced the S9-member Pt aroup
called "Arun Tukde comprising
youngsters who will fook atter (e
requirements  of the  trekkers,
DANDI ENACTMENT
COMPLETED.

From this tiny historic coastal
village called Dandi in South Guja-
rat. His Exceliency, the President,
Thiru R. Venkataraman, on April
7th 198% exhorted the countrymen
to rededicate themselves to the path
of service, sacritice, love, COMPitss>-
icn, truth and  nopsviclence that
Mahatma Gandhi had shown.

He was speaking from the same
spot where Gandhijpt had addressed
the participants of the famous Dandi
March’ and other treedom-tighters
58 years ago.

The President said, “let us again
prove to ourselves and to the world
that we shall be true to the salt of
our forebears who suffered and
sacrificed their all so that we may
live in freedom and dignity.”

~ The Dandi Salt Satyagraha, he
said, imbued the countrymen, with a
new confidence, which became an
inspiration forever.

The President was addressing
the participants of the ‘Fkta yatra'—
a re-enactment of the Dandi march™
led by Gandhiji to defy that salt
tax imposed by the British Regime-
and 4 large gathering which came
from far and near to the village.

committee  celebrating the  40th
Anniversary of Independence and
the btk Convenary of Jawaharlal
Nehrto g PR Yaina was held to
demonst seimmunae harouony,
Imtegric, L ity of the nation.

The Presiion o neariv six
decades after the “Duands Mareh™ -
the irst~abvo of thetreedom battle -
and Joswmles after the attain-
ment . i Sothe tenets of
Muhatin Gandbowere reiey o aven
today.

“Gandhio’s Dundi mareh hec-
kons w0 e duty above
self and 10 oo onee agam in the
ordinary men and women of India
O I O eraordinary
aciion’”

Luter the Prosident. who arrived
at the st from Navasari, unveiled a
commemaration plague to mark the
dth anunersary of Independence.

Five pledges: Five pledges ins-
cribed on the plaque are to defend
unity and integr e of India, pursue
commund! heenovs pouleate a
seilse of disarpline i thought and
action, serve the weak and down-
trodden uncessingly and build a-
strong, stable and prosperous India.

Prominent amery those who
attended  “he Yunction were  the
Hon'bie Governor of Gujarat, Thiru
R.K. Trivedi, the Hon'ble Chief
Minister, Thiru Amarsingh  Chau-
dhary and the Hon'ble Chief
Minister of Rajasthan, Thiru Shiv
Charan Mathur.

_The President clad in spotless
white, took the "Ektajyoti’ and  the
nattonal flug from the two youngest
‘padyatris’ and handed them over
to youths from Tamil Nadu, where a
similar march has been planned from
April 13th to 28th.  The marchers
will trek from Tiruchi to Vedaranyam
covering 36 villages and a distance
of 260 km.

=
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FREEDOM STRUGGLE
The March to Vedaranyam

-~

He who is valiant of heart ficeth
not from the face of peril o
And he who flecth from peril is
craven and base

Behold, the battle is joined

i Fierce is the onslaught.
Fierce, B abir.

ime cannot dullen the echoes of
th;rsort but firm tread of the peace-
ful column of seventy-eight satya-
grahis who, under the generalship
of Mahatma Gandhi, set out on the
12th of March 1930 from the Sabar-
mati Ashram in Ahmedabad towards
Dandi, a sea-coast village some 240
miles away. When the Satyagrahis
commenced their march, they looked
like a band of pilgrims-simple, meek,
solemn; as they marched on they
seemed to carry with them an in-
visible Cross, the message of their
march and the mode of their pro-
posed fight reflecting the Christian
ethics of conquest through non-
violent suffering; and when they

MC .Su;}amaniyam

Former Editor"Indian Review”

marched to raid the salt depot at
Dharasana in the face of raining
bullets and savage lathi blows, they
showed the same d_eath—defqug
courage as that of leonidas and his
band of 300 Spartans who fought
against the advancing hordes of
Persians at the pass of Thermopylae.
Every foot-fall of the Mahatma
during his march to Dandi produced
an earthquake in every layer of
Indian consciousness.

The march to Dandi was the last
and most explosive of events that
built up a chmate of nation-wide
resistance against the British imperial
power. TheIndian National Con-

ess meeting at Lahore in Decem-
ber 1929 declared the goal of India
as Poorna Swaraj. At the call of the
Congress and Gandhiji, the people
all over India observed Januar‘){,26
1930 as the “Independence Day".

On March 2, Gandhiji sent a
letter to Viceroy Lord Irwin- a digni-

fied and powerful indictment of the
British rule in India-informing him
of his decision to proceed to Dandi
with a band of followers to break
the Salt Laws, “‘the most iniquitous”
of all laws. The Viceroy's polite but
unhelpful reply helped only to aggra-
vate the prevailing tenston in the
country.

Gandhiji, addressing
a mammoth meeting on the sands
of Sabarmati, said: “l have faith
in the righteousness of our cause and
the purity of our weapons. And
where the means are clean, there i1s
God undoubtediy present with his
blessings, and where these three
combine, there defeat i1s an
impossibility”.
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On March 12 at 6.30 A. M.
Gandhiji commenced his march to
Dandi with seventy-eight followers.
But actually, entire India followed
him and the world watched him in
admiration. “Today the pilgrim
marches onward on his long trek”,
Jawaharlal Nehru observed, *Staff
inhand he goes along the dusty roads
of Gujarat, clear-eyed and firm of
step, with his faithful band trudging
along behind him. Many a journey
he had undertaken in the past. many
a weary road traversed. But longer
than any that have gone before is
this last journey of his and many
are the obstacles in his way. But
the fire of a great resolve is in Fim
and surpassing love of his miserable
countrymen; and love of truth that
scorches and love of freedom that

_inspires. None that passes him

can escape the spell, and men of
common clay feel the spark of life.
It is a long journey, for the goal is
independence of India and the ending
of the e ploitation of her milliong”,
An epic was unfolding itself before
the people. The spzeches he deli-
vered every day of his march, the
dnscxplinc followed by the Satya-
grahis, the reverance and love that
people showed him all along the
route, the details of the preparation
made by the leaders all over the land
to start the struggle the moment the
Mahatma gave the signal-all these
electrified the atmosphere in the
country,

Gandhiji carefully watched every
step of his, even as he watched every
step of every satvagrahi to prevent
even a.shight deviation from the
ashram regimen. He came down on
the people and the Satyagrahis-the
former for offering lavish hospita-
lity and the latter for showing an
inchnation to accept it-as  severely

as he condemned the iniquitous
extravagance of the British rulers.

The 241 mile march came to an
end on April 5. The sixth of April
marked the commencement of the
National Week. On that day
Gandhiji bathed in the sza and then
at 8.30 A M. picked up a lump of

natural salt. “Now that the technical
or ceremonial breach of the Salt
I@\ys has been committed, he said,
“it is now open to anyone who would
take the risk of prosecution under
the Salt Law to manufacture salt
yvhprcver he wishes and wherever
1t 18 convenient™,

The nation responded with an open
and widespread defiance of Salt
Laws. The police unleashed savage
violence on the Satyagrahis. They
used brute force to snatch the salt
from the hands of the breakers of
the la»\f.“ln a message to the people
Gandhiji said: *“At present I[ndia’s
sclf-respect, in_fact, her all, is,
symbolised as it were, in a hand-
ful of salt in the Satyagrahi's hand.
Our path has already been chalked
out for us. Let every village manu-
facture or fetch contraband salt;
sisters - should picket liquor shops,

opium dens and forcign cloth
dealers’ shops™,

. The movement gained in strength
iIn the cities, towns and villages.
Disobedience of Salt Laws, picketing
of foreign cloth and liquor shops
and several other forms of active
resistance to the ruling power be-
came daily features. Government
repression was severe, and brutal.

In the heart of Tamil Nadu, Rajaji
set about organising the movement
with his characteristic thoroughness.
He planned a march from Tiruchi’
10 Vedaranyam, one of the well-
known salt-manufacturing centres.
He selected a hundred volunteers
after careful screening. Enthusiasm
was not the only factor that deter-

]
€ For the average farmer, the annual

salt tax was equivalent to three day’s
income. In a grain of salt Gandhi
found the perfect 'symbol of freedom.
To oppose the salt-law would be to
assert a simple, elementary human

right. 99

mined the selection. The health and

habits of the volunteers mauercd:i

also the toughness thei iri
The hundred includedOftee:l;erip;{l?e
G. K. Sundaram, journalists |ike
A.N.Sivaraman and non-co-opera-
tion veterans like K. Santhanam,
He chartered out the route of
the march. worked out the logistics,
determined the composition of the
advance party to select camp sites,
contact the villagers and make
whatever arrangements possible.
He also drew up a schedule of the
¢i.mpaign at Vedaranyam and nomi-
nated Sri Vedaratnam Pillai as the
Sardar of the campaign.

The challenge that faced Rajaji
was unlike any that faced any gene-
ral at any time in history. No one
knew the character and  dimensions

of this war better than he. He was
fully aware of the strength of the
encmy and the means and methods
by which he would try to defeat
him. He also knew the strength of
{m own  people. To keep his
followers-he trusted them fully and
they lived up to his trust-on the steep
and narrow path of truth and non-

violence. To infuse courage into thc%
psople and to prevent even a section
of them turning reckless, to raise the
emotional temperature of the masses
and maintain 1t at a particular level
where it would, without exhausting
itself into shouting, prod them to
offer disciplined help and co-opera-
tion, to foil the attempts of the
Governments to provoke situations
that would give them valid excuses
for tarnishing the movement and
arresting its participants and sup-
porters —these required the calibre
of the traditional army general a
seasoned politician and a man o/
great wisdom and high  moral
character. Rajaji showed that he
was coriectly chisclled for the role.

The authorities were alarmed by
preparations that were being made
for the Satyagraha. Mr. Thorne,
the Collector of Tanjore passed an
order that it was a penal offence
to shelter, feed or offer any other

help to the marching Satyagrahis. k

Rapajlfs reaction was characteristic.
He said he knew his people and of
their tradition of hospitality. He was
suare they would help them. Only,

Tamil Arasu

et

he was afrand that the Satyagrahs
ran the risk of being overfed and
over-cared for! He had only to see
that they were not deflected from the
pursuit of their goal by th: over-
whelming hospitabity of the Tamil
people.

When the Satyagrahis started on
their march on the 13th of April,
the last day of he National Week,
a pall of terror descended on Tanj
jore. Policemen, spies and agents
provocateur were all ov:r the dis-
trict filling the atmospicre with
dark threats that those who helped
the civil resisters in any manner
would face imprisonment, confisca-
tior of property and dls'mlssal from
Government service. Tae  officials
made a desperate bid to prevent
the Satyagrahis from reaching their
destination. The Satyagrahis werg
marching, carefully watching every
one of their steps. They were resol-
ved tc rcach their destination.

In this extraordinary game, each
party tried to outwit the other. Om;
was armed with all the resources O
the state and was intent on suppres-
sing by all possible means th: mo:c-
ment that was challenging its aut o;
rity; the other was unarmed bu
determined to resist the m{gh( of
the ruling power by directly disobey-
ing its unjust laws and promoun'g
their disobedience by the peopic
through peaceful. non-violent, con-
certed action.

. the Satyagrahis marched on,
it l?)sccame cv)i{dgm that the entire
Cauvery basin bowed in mpectut‘o
Rajaji. It looked as though : :
people had a spontancous unde
standing of the needs of the situation
and expressed  their sohdang
and support for the Satyagra 2
army in a hundred ways. S()m~:l e(l)'s
them helped the Satyagraha magcf :
without attracting the mischiel ©
Mr.Thorne's orders. Some others
openly defied the Government orders
and willingly paid the penalty.

The first open  dcfiance of
Mr. Thorne's orders was made by
Mr. Pantulu lyer at I(umbakor;an:i
Pantulu lyer arranged a royal 'al;e
for the Saytagrahis and for this I
was promptly put in prison. Pgntut:_
lyer's case stimulated the dunkuq‘gl;s
the people and produced novel

of entertainingthe civil resisters. Way-
side trees, besides protecting the Say-
tagrahis from the scorching summer
heat, bent low to offer them the food
packets that had been tied to the
branches. In some place where the
Satvagrahis had camped on the
Cauvery river bed they found in-
dicators showing where huge contai-
ners carrying all the items of a good
feast lay buried. The roads were
watered in many places. There were
welcome arches in some plz;‘ces ar;ﬁ
n leaf festoons everywhere.
ﬁficccs where roads were blocked by
huge trees uprooted by the agents
of the Government for the purpose
of obstructing the Satyagrahis, the
villagers laid temporary diversion
roads overnight. o
People lined the routes of the
march‘i’ng army. The palm grovhes
and mango gardens echoed to the
cries of “Jai’. Everywhere the m‘fct-
ings addressed by Rajaji and ot er?
drew huge crowds. Many loc:d
leaders dared the Governments a
presided over some of the meetings.
Kodiyalam Rangaswamy Iyengar,
an old-time nationalist and a highly
respected gentiemen, presided over
one such mecting. Rajaji played
cool most of the time in order to
prevent the enthusiasm of the
people from breaching the bunds
of law and order and thus obliging
the Government. At Tiruthurai-
poondi, Rajaji managed an explosive
situation with great tact. 'l;hetgo(liniic
had made all arrangements -
turb the meeting to be 'addressgd
by Rajaji under the Chplrmanshlp
of Sri Ramachandra Naidu, a very
influential and very popullar n}nrasdaé
of the district, arrest Sri Naidu and
provoke a riot situation. Rajaji
was given advance information
about police plans. l!n_medlately the
meeting began, Rajajl appeal_ed
to the people not to lose their poise
when the agents provocateur dis-
turbed the meeting and arrested
Sri Naidu. He warned them against
playing into the hands of the Govcr'tl\-
ment and promised to secure the
release of Sri Naidu on bail if and
when he was arrested. Things hap-
pened according to the police plan
upto the point of disturbing the
meeting and arresting - Sri Naidu.
People obeyed Rajeji  implicitly
and refused to be provoked. They

hrough the meeting even after
SS?: tNaic%u was a;restcd. As
promised, Rajaji got him released on
bail.

Rajaji was then 52 and not in the
best of health. But he was always
at the head of the moving column
of volunteers showing no trace of
weariness. It took three weeks for
the Satyagrahis to reach Vedaranyam
which accorded them a welcome
given only to heroes. Until Rajaji
reached Vedaranyam he gave the
Government no chance to arrest
him or any of his volunteers even
on any technical offence. He preached
sedition withoutl atlre}ctlgg.‘.gr\lc

isi the law of sedition.
provisions of dition.

Inted day Rajaji was at a spot
?r? ‘:ohe sea shyorc which was in the
periphery of the stretch beavily guar-
ded by the police and at a time when
the first bird war(li)led to‘annoupg:

approaching dawn, the poh
g::tice‘:iphim only after he had bathed
in the sea and solemly flouted the
salt law by picking up salt from ghc
shore. Rajaji was arrested, tried
summarily and sentenced to undergo
imprisonment for six months.

Stories of how volunteers
guarded the salt they had gathered
in the face of police brutality are
endless. One volunteer refused to
give the salt he had picked up even
when his fingers were beaten to pulp
by the police lathi. When the attempts
of the police failed to break up a
ring of volunteers guarding pots of
“illicit” salt and when the police
started beating them mercilessty
with the birch, Srimath Ruckmani
Lakshmipathy kept running rcund
the ring to stand behind the volun-
teers to receive on her own back
the birch that was descending on
them. The policemen are reported to
have gone away tired and ashamed.
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What were the National leaders doing
during the Salt Satyagraha?

Here, in this indepth article, you’ll under-
stand the role of national leaders such as
Sardar Patel, Rajendra Prasad, Abul
Kalam Azad, Sarojini Naidu, Jawaharlal
Nehru and Pandit Vallabh Pant in the
Salt Satyagraha of the 1930. A revelation
of how Mahatma’s team enthused wide
support for the satyagraha against the
Salt Law.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
The Motivator

‘The great question that hung
in the air now was how ? What
form of civil disobedience should we
take up that would be effective,
suited to the circumstances and
popular with the masses ? And
then the Mahatma gave the hint.

Salt suddenly became a myste-
rious word, a word of power. The
salt tax was to be attacked. the salt

laws were to be broken. We were
bewieldered and could not quite fit
in a national struggle with common
salt. Another surprising develop-
ment was Gandhiji announcement
of his ‘Eleven Points’. What was the
point of making a test of some
political and social reforms—good
in themselves, no doubt when we
were taking in terms of indepen-
dence ? Did Gandhiji mean the
same thing when he used this term
as we did, or did we speak a diffe-
rent language ? We had no time
to argue, for events were on the
move. They were moving politically
before our eyes from day to day in
India.

The sixth of April was the first
day of the National week, which is
celebrated annually in memory of
the happenings in 1919, from Satya-
graha Day to Jallianwallah Bagh.
On that day Gandhiji began the
break of the salt laws at Dandi
beach. and three or four days later
permissions was given to all Con-
gress Organisations to do likewise
and begin civil disobedience in their
own areas.

It seemed as though a spring
had been suddenly released, all over
the country, in every town and
village. Salt manufacture a: the topic
of the day, and many curious expe-
dients were adopted to produce salt.
We knew precious little about it.

but we read it on dailies and issued
leaflets giving directions; we collec~

ted pots and pans......and ultimately 1

succeeded in producing some un-
wholesome stuff, which we waved
about in truimph and later auctioned
for fancy prices; It was really im-

material whether the stuff was good
or bad; the main thing was to com-%

mit a breacn of the obnoxious salt
law, and we were successful in doing
that even though the quality of ow
salt was poor. As we saw the
abounding enthusiasm of the people
and the way salt-making was spread-
ing like a Prairie fire, we felt a little

abashed "and ashamed for having
questioned the efficacy of this method
when it was first proposed by
Gandhiji. And we marvelled at
the amazing knack of the man to
impress the multitudes and make it
act in an organized way.

Nehru was arrested on April
14ta. .
vt
Abul Kalam Azad
The Fire Brand

During March 1930, the Con-
gress launched its campaign for full

freedom and Mahatma Gandhi start-

ed his Dandi March. He was
arrested on May 5th, 1930, for break-
ing the salt law. The whole country
was galvanized into action. Maulana

—
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Azad urged the Muslims to join the
satyagraha and at his call thou-
sands of Muslims for Bengal, Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab and the North-West
Frontier Province courted arrest.
The Congress instituted a system of
Dictators for the movement. AS
soon as a dictator was arrcsteq, he
nominated another person as a dicta-
tor. Maulana
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel as the
Dictator within 11 days, he too was
arrested and Dr. Ansari took over as
Dictator. ]
six months imprisonment for deliver-
ing an objectionable speech 1n
Mecrut. He was kept in the Meerut
jail and the country observed a
hartal on his arrest.

Azad succeedea

Azad was sentenced to

e

Sarojini Naidu
The Live Wire

ahatmaji picked the salt up
on }:::rrc‘:"h {2th lJ930 Sarojini Naidu
cried: “Hail Deliverer and tho‘;xli
sands waded into the water to ed
their vessels. Gandhijt was arrestk <.
Sarojini visited him and was asb !
to become the leader after Abba
Tyabji was arrested. She wentdtc
the Dharsana Salt works and lea g
huge army. At Dharsana she da:; !
her followers were stqpped a{l 2
they sat on the road in the b a2|t h%
sun all the more thirsty because e
police bailed them with water c_ark
ut would not allow them to drin .

i i hic
Mr. Webb Miller gives 2 grap
account of this momentous sm’xgﬁli:
in his book, I found no peace.

Naidu, the famous Indian poetess

is leading a non-violent demonstra-
tion against the big salt pans near

Dharsana.

i for
adame Naidu called
pray::s before the march started
and the entire assemblage kne(lit.
She exhorted them: ‘andhg s body
is in jail but his soul is with you.

ja's prestige .
lYnc()it‘xa >mﬁst ngot use any vnolengﬁ
under any circumstances. You wi
be beaten but you must not resist.
You must not even raise a hand to
ward off blows.”

Her words were greeted with wild
cheers. .

Mr. Miller says: ‘T went t0 see

me. Naidu who was directing

g{: (si:b leaders in keeping the c;‘lowds
from charging the police, whi efﬁ»\{e
were talking one of the British officl-
als approached her, touc_l}egi her ;n
the arm and said: “Sarojini Nal ;1,
you are under arrest.” She lgughm‘g’y
shook off his hand and said : e
come but don't touch me. iy
crowd cheered f_ra}ntlcally as she
strode with the British Officer across

the open to the barbed wire stockage

where she was interneq ...... La.tle:
she was sentenced to prison. }\Aot] ‘::
Gandhi was also arrested. “Quick,

quick : pack up your tooth br‘ushes
and come away to the van' was
Naidu's jesting remark.

e

Rajendra Prasad

There was a wave of enthu-

i d preparation for Satya-
Craha i:nBth;r as i% other [:;rts of
country. Salt Satyagraha was
:l::m laur:gwd in different parts of
Bihar, the districts of Champaran
and Saran being the first in the field.
Rajendra Prasad moved from placctz
agating the message O

tsitplaoe pr:)pfg: which he issued

suitable instructions.

His views on how the policemen
were to be treated were :—*1 hear
that in the areas where Satyagraha
operations are going on, the mem-
bers of the police are not getting
foodstuffs or quarters for residence.
1 want to make it known to the

is in your hands.

public that we have no enmity with
the men in the Police service, al-
though we are making all possible
efforts to remove the government of
which they consider themselves the
servants. Therefore, if a policeman
in uniform demands food or shelter
authoritatively as a member of the
government, he should be on no
account be provided with it. But in
case he claims it as a matter of
courtesy and obtains permission
from the Satyagraha camp officer
on the local Sardar, he should be
supplied with all the necessary arti-
cles so that he may not be put to any

trouble.” : .

Rajendra Prasad did not him®
self manufacture salt but he led the -
movement in Bihar by touring the
districts, supervising the activity,
addressing public meetings and giv-
ing encouragement to the satya-
grahis. In all these areas people:
vied with one another in manufactur-
ing salt. Rajendra Prasad auc-
tioned the salt manufactured by the
Satyagrahis wherever he went and
utilised the amount to meet their
expenses.

From April 16th to 2ist, 1930,
many worthy sons of Bihar carried
on salt Satyagraha at Patna with
heroic determination and courage
in the face of ruthless violence.
Selecting Nakhas Pond, situated
about three kilometres east of
Mangles Tank in Patna city, as the
place for violating salt laws, the
satyagrahis marched from Patna
Congress office at 9 A M. on April
16th Undettered ir the least by
police atrocities, the processionists
squatted on the grourd at the junc-
tion of the main road leading to the
Bihar college of Engineering.

admiration was unlimited. Sarojin
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. Considering the unique posi-
tion of Rajendra Prasad as the
most revered leader of Bihar, the
government had proceeded caus
tionly in arresting him. By the
.| middle of June the government’s

view was that “proceedings may be
taken against him and he may be
arrested without reference to govern-
ment if there is clear case against
him....” Rajendra Prasad was on a
three day tour programme in
Champran district. When he was

‘ed on the way on July 5.
AR

Sardar Patel

Sardar Patel was amazed at the
Eleven Points list of Gandhi when
Gandhi showed him the letter before
sending it to the Viceroy. He bluntly

points would be conceded. ‘Do you
know, Bapu,’ he surmised, ‘you are
asking the Viceroy to commit hara-
kiri and sign the death warrant of
the ‘British Raj?” ‘And do you

proceeding to Gankha he was arrest- -

told him that not one of the eleven

seriously think he has the power,
even if he wanted, to concede your
degnand§ ?” The Mahatma smiled
cnugmatically and replied: “Well, let .
us see. At least the Government
will not have the cause to say that I
did not put my cards on the table.
It is for them to play fair or foul.
But why prejudge their intentions?”

Of course the Viceroy turned
down the demands and the civil
disobedience movement was laun-~
ched. Vallabhbhai suggested that
non-payment of land revenue should

made the main issue, but Gandhiji
thought that the country was not
ready for it as it would entail too
much hardship on the poverty-stric-
ken peasant; instead he decided to
make salt the fighting issue.

Patel knew that Gandhi’s letter
had no chance of receiving even a
second look, and in anticipation of
the impending struggle” he began
making preparations, as he was an-
Xious to avoid repetition of the 1922
campaign which failed, among other
reasons, for lack of proper prepara-
tion. In that year, as soon as
Gandhi was arrested the movement
collapsed and Lord Birkenbead,
Secretary of State for India, could
say that ‘not a dog barked in the
whole of India when the leader was
arrested, and the British Caravan
could move forward peacefully’.
Patel wanted to prove this time that
even if Gandhi and other leaders
were arrested the movement would
£0 on and the goals would overflow
with satyagraha prisoners.  His
attitude to the coming struggle be-
comes clear in the following extract
from a speech he delivered at Broach
at the time. He said:

“What is there left now for
Gandhiji to tell us, after having
taught us so much over the years ?
The world will ask you what you have
learnt and done. Gandhiji has done
whatever is possible, and 1 am sure
will continue to play his part. After
him his colleagues will be arrested
and then willcome in time, the time

for your test. I ask all of you to

have faith in God, and to realize
that he who is born is destined to

No one can escape death.
Then why not die the death of the

brave ? 1Is it not better to look fof.
the day when history will

that you stood firm when men were
being killed ? Let there be infl-
merable arrests and imprisonments,
so that the world may find out for
itself whether the dog is capable of
barking or not !

Vallababhai Patel did not accom-
pany Gandhiji on this historic march;
he left Ahemadabad a week earlier
to prepare the way and make suita-
ble arrangements for lodging and
and boarding the marchers. He
would stop at way side villages to
explain to the people the significance
of the new movement and deliver his
Master’s message that the ‘British
rule had brought moral, material,
and spiritual ruination of the country
and must be destroyed at any cost !
He spoke in his usual homely style
with the right touch of peasant
core. He would tell the simple
peasants. ‘As you know, Rama’s
army consisted of monkeys in the
forest; but it defeated the mighty
Ravana. What provided Ramaandhis
'monkey army their strength? It was
the moral conviction that theirs was a
righteous cause. I ask you if here
could be any cause more sacred asgd
righteous them the freedom of India,
our common motherland?” And he
would end his short speeches by
saying ‘I will say no more-the choice
Is yours to prove whether you are
men. The villagers responded warmly
to his exquiste mixture of mythology.
and modem political ideas, and
made great preparations to welcome
Gandhiji.

CID men following Patel re-
ported the tremendous effect, his
speeches were having on people
and the rapid spread of ideas -of
civil disobedience and freedom. The-
Government lost no time in acting -
on these reports and arrested Patel
on March 7th at the village of
Ras near Borsad.

Pandit Govind Vallabh Pant

The salt stir spread thoughout
the country Govindh Ballabh P
addiessed a huge meeting at Hald-
wani. He told his audience to adhere
the path shown by Mahatma Gandhi.
He criticized the government and
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Nehru was arrested on 13th April
and Gandhiji on May 5th.

Pant addressed the proces:
sionjsts at the Ram Lila grounds
The entire responsibility of leading

e movement in Kumaon lay on
*:mt. He established a ‘satya_ggaha
ashram’ at Krishnapur in Nainital.
Pant himself led a batcn of five
satyagrahis on May 2, 1930. A
big crowd gave a rousing oration to
Pant. He was arrested, the Volun-
teers were arrested but all of them
were let out in the jungle of Lal-
kuan. They came to Nainital the
same day. It became a daily routine
and inspite of his bad health Pant
continued to inspire and guide the
movement. There was a complete
bandh in Nainital on May 7, as
soon as the news of Mahatma
Gandhi’sarrest reached there. Pané
addressed a huge mecting an
foreign cloth was set to fire.
bonfire of foreign cloth was an
every-day treat in those days.

On May 25th, 1930 Pant decid-
ed to make salt. He was arrested
the following day and was sente_nced
to six months vigorous imprison-
ent for defying the salt law. He
was sent to Bareilly. Before his
arrest Pant gave explicit instructions
to the volunteers to keep the candle
of non-violent resistance burning,

oftered mimself for arrest. Jawaharlal -

: ‘enlistment of volunteérs should be

carried on incessantly....salt should
be manufactured at Nainital and
other places. Volunteers should not

b  yield salt made by them if attempt

is made to snatch it........ they
must remain non-violent under
greatest provacation.

A batch of five volunteers with
national flags will start at 6 A.M.
from the satyagraha camp singing
national songs such as ‘Bande
Mataram’ ana ‘Nanda Uncha Rake
Hamara' and raising non-violent
shoutsof ‘Bande Mataram’ Mahatma

Gandhiji Ki Jai! and “Swatantra
Bharat Ki Jai!
AR

Subhas Chandra Bose

On 23rd January 1930- Subhas
Chandra Bose had been sentenced
to one year rigourous imprisonment
for the procession he had led in
Calcutta in August 1929 in protest
against government repression of
revolutionaries and polilical pri-
soners.

As Bose watchec from prison,
Gandhi, at last, commenced the
movement Bose had long argued and
pleaded for. It was a nat_lonal
movement launched by Gandhi and
undoubtedly the most spectacular.

Yet, like almost everybody else,
Bose was confused by the Mahatma’s
first moves. Gandhi first wrote to
the Viceroy promising not to start
his civil disobedience campaign if he

. wawei to make calt.

carried out certain social reforms
such as total prohibition and the
abolition of the tax on the making

of salt. There was no mention of
dominion status, let alone indepen-
dence, in all this. How, Bose won-
dered, could social reform achieve
that. But Gandhi had shrewdly
seized on a subject that he knew
could bridge the elitist preoccupation
with independence and the poor
masses’ struggle to survive. For
centuries Indians had boiled sea
Now the alien
British Governnient had taxed it and

. restricted manufacture to salt works.

This for the poor was the real
meaning of alien’s rule. As Irwin
contemptously rejected Gandhi's
letter, Gandhi set out on his histo-
ric march to Dandi. On 6th Aptil
1930 Gandhi picked up salt from
the beach near Dandi, and nationa-
list Indians were swept up into the
civil disobedience movement,

<

[ 4]

On bended knee, 5 asked for bread’,
said Gandhiji. ‘I received a stone
instead’. 99

'

Let the fist be broken, but let there
be no surrender of salt”, Gandhiji
wrote. ‘‘I want world sympathy in
this battle of right against might. gy
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A massive poverty alleviation
programme has been taken up by
the State Government under which
schemes costing Rs. 154 crores will
be implemented during the current
year. The schemes include cons-
truction of 52,000 houses, 1,200
Community centres, 235 school build-
ings and 2,900 other works, besides

raising social fo
of 19,000 restry over an extent

This was announced by His
Excellency the Governor, Dr. P.C.
Alexander, at the end of a two-day
{ conference of Collectors and Superin-

tendents of Police on 9th April
1988 in Madras.

Provision of drinking water,
streamlining of public distribution
system, implementation of economic
regeneration programmes and help-
mg industries to overcome their
: were among the high-prio-
mty areas which came up for-an in-
discussion at the conference.

. His Excellency, the Governor
said he had asked the Collectors to
g0 ahead with the poverty allevia-

Rs. 154 Crores for Poverty
Alleviation in 1988

tion programme without waiting for
release of funds from the Centre.
The works would be started from
now on in anticipation of Central
funds so that there was no delay in
the implementation of the pro-
grammes and their impact could be
felt even by the middle of the year.

Four thousand additional bore-
wells will be sunk before July end to
augment water supply in rural areas.
The Collectors had been fixed a
target to sink 685 borewells by
April 30th, another 915 by the end of
May, 1,215 by June and 1,185 by
July 3lst.

The target dates had been fixed
in consultation with the officers
concerned and the programme would
involve Rs. 10 crores. The Gover-
nor was confident that the target
would be achieved by July as the
programme was based on 8 realistic
assessment.

With regard to the public
distribution system, the Governor
said it Jhad ~ been decided to
open part-time fair price . shops

.

wherever they were considered abso-
lutely necessary. The Collectors,
had been asked to send proposals
on where such part-time fair price
shops should be located.

Special steps would be taken to
ensure additional supply of kerosene
in villages. It had been decided to

strengthen ive societies by
making available to them adequate
funds, as many of the societies were
not able to get for some reason of
other, the funds which were due to
themYet another decision taken was
to permit the noon meal centres t0
buy vegetables in the open market
on a daily-basis. The Governo
said this did not mean that the noott
meal centres had been banned from
buying the vegetables from pro-
ducers’ co-operatives. They had
been given the freedom to buy from
the open market in order to ensure
the smooth implementation of the

programme. ]

The Governor said Rs. 2
crores would be granted to repair the
kitchen sheds of the noon meal

M
Who lives if India Dies?
Who dies if India Lives?
And today the pilgrim marches
onwards on his long trek. Staff in

hand, he slong the dusty roads
of Gngarﬁ),‘:hxeyed and firm of

step, with his faithful band trudging
along behind him. Many a journcy
has he undertaken in the past, many
a weary road traversed. But longer
than any that have gone before is
this last journey of his, and many
are the obstacles in his way. But the

fire of the great resolve is in him,
and surpassing love of his miserable
countrymen. And love of truth
that scorches, and love of freedom
that inspires. And none that passes
him can escape the spell, and men
of common clay feel the spark of
life. It is a long journey, for the
goal is the independence of India
and the ending of the exploitation
of her millions.

—Pandit Jawsharial Nehru
In Young India
(3rd April, 1930)

The five heroes
of the 1930
Salt March to
Vedaranyam

who later became

Chief Ministers

K. Kamaraj Rajajt

L]

Omandur

¢ Ramaswamy Reddiyar




letter

Gandhiji’s

to Irwin

Dear Friend,

Before embarking on Civil
Disobedience and taking the risk
{ have dreaded to take all these
years, | would fain approach you
and find a way out.

My personal faith is absolutely clear.
1 cannot intentionally hurt anything
that lives, much less human beings,
even though they may do the grea-
test wrong to me and mine. Whilst
therefore, 1 hold the British rule to
be a curse, I do not intend harm
to a single Englishmen or to any
legitimate interest he may have in
India......

.And why do I regard the British rule
as a curse ?

It has impoverished the dumb
millions by a system of progressive
exploitation and by a ruinous expen-
sive military and civil administration
which the country can never afford.
It has reduced us politically to serf-
dom. It has sapped the foundations
of our culture. And by the policy
of cruel disarmament, it has degrad-
ed us spiritually. .......

I fear........ there never has been
any intention of granting........
Dominion Status to India in the
immediate future.....

It seems as clear as daylight that
responsible British statesmen do not
contemplate any alteration in British
policy that might adversely affect
Britain’s commerce with India....
If nothing is done to end the process
of exploitation India must be bled
with an ever increasing speed. ... ..

ot

Let me put before you some of the
salient points.

The terrific pressure of land revenue,
which furnishes a large part of the
total, must undergo considerable
modification in an  Independent
India........ the whole revenue sys-
tem has to be so revised as to make
the peasant’s good its primary con-
cern. But the British system seems
to be designed to crush the very life
out of him. Even the salt he must
use to live is so taxed as to make the
burden fall heaviest on him, if only
because of the heartless impartiality
of its incidence. The tax shows it-
self still more burdensome on the
poor man when it is remembered
that salt is the one thing he must cat
more than the rich man........ The
drink and drug revenue, too, is
derived from the poor. It saps the
foundations both of their health and
morals.

The iniquities sampled above are
maintained in order to carry on a
foreign administration, demonstrably
the most expensive in the world.
Take your own salary. It is over
21,000 rupees (about £ 1750) per
month, besides many other indirect
additions. . ......

You are getting over 700 rupees a
day agninst India’s average income
of less than two annas (two pence)
perday. Thus you are getting much
over five thousand times India's
average income. The British Prime
Minister is getting only ninety times
Britain’s average income. On bend-
ed knee, I ask you to ponder over
this phenomenon. 1 have taken a
personal illustration to drive home
a painful truth.- I have too great a
regard for you as a man to wish to
hurt your feelings. [ know that you
do not need the salary you get.
Probably the whcle of your salary
goes for charity. But a system that
provides for such an arrangement
deserves to be summarily scrapped.
What is true of the Viceregal salaty
is true generally of the whole adminis-

tration........ Nothing but organi-
zed non-violence can check the
organized violence of the British
government........ d

This non-violence will be ex-

b Saga of Salt :

¢

District,

One of ‘our Salt

bikottai
D Thams(l) Kms off Vedaranyam,

has been named after Sardar

pressed through civil disobediencer

for the moment confined to the in-

mates of the Satyagraha (Sabarmati)
Ashram, but ultimately designed to
cover all those who choose to join
the movement........

My ambition is no less than to
convert the British people through
non-violence, and thus make them
sce the wrong they have done to
India. [ do not seek to haim your
people. 1 want to serve them even
as | want to serve my own......

If the (Indian) people join me as I
expect they will, the sufferings they
will undergo, unless the British
nation sooner retraces its steps will
be enough to melt the stoniest
hearts. The plan through Civil
Disobedience will be to combat such
evils as I have sampled out...... I
respoctfully invite you to pave the
way for the immediate removal of
those evils, and thus open a way for

a real conference between equals....... A

But if you cannot see your way to
dnlwithﬂwcvilsandifmy
letter makes no appeal to your heart,
on the eleventh day of this month I
shall proceed with such co-workers
of the Ashram as I can take, to dis-
regard the provisions of the Salt
Laws........ It is, 1 know, open to
you to frustrate my design by arrest-
ing me. I hope that there will be
tens of thousands ready, in a dui-
plined manner, to take up the wo
after me........

If you care to discuss matters, with
me, and if to that end you would
like me to publications of
this letter, 1 shall gladly refrain on
receipt of a telegram..........
This letter is not in any way intended
as a threat but is a simple and sacred
duty peremptory on a civil resister.
Therefore I am having it specially
delivered by a young English friend
who believes in the Indian cause.......

1 remain,
Your sincere friend,
M.K. GANDHL

Tamil Arasu
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On March 12, 1930 when
Mahatma Gandhi picked up salt as
part of Dandi March, the quantity
was only a handful but the event
proved to be one of the most signifi-
cant in the saga of India’s freedom
struggle. Close on the heels of
Dandi March on March 12, 1930
was cnacted the Salt Maich in
Tamil Nadu in Vedaranyam under
the icadership of Rajaji. It 1S 2
Matier of satisfaction and pride to

fighter-Sardar Vedarathnam  Salt

Project-is located st Thambikottai in
Thanjavur District 50 km.
Vedaranyam.

from

Tamil Nadu Salt
Corporation’s Role

grah- 99

Thiru D. Sridharan, t.AS.

Chairman—Managing Director ,
Tamil Nadu Salt Corporation l.td.,

As part of the strategy to deve-
lop the r;:ckward areas in the State
and to generate additional employ-
ment, the State Go;:;‘nn&ent fo mec

e Tamil Nadu t Corporati
;EIFNSC) in July 1974 to produce salt.
The first project of TNSC was estab-
lished in the mcst backward area of
Ramanathapuram District 1n the
remote and interior area of Vali-
nokkam (Mariyur Valinokkam Salt
Project) (MVSC)— 45 km from
Ramanathapuram  town - totally

S i ami t Corpora- ) . -
lui:)llln :::(Tm:,llga%trwsalt {Vpgrks bereft of industrics, agricultural
'S named 0?1 eteran freedom  operations and trading activities.

i e Veds The second project was taken up at

Thambikottai (Sarda.r Vedarathna_m
Salt Project (SVSP) in East Thanj -
vur District in June 1980.

Vedarathnam, the main organizer
of the Vedaranyam Salt Satya-

Works located
in Thanjavur

Production / Productivity : A
decade of working of TNSC had
seen considerable increase in output
as a result of which production has
increased from a level of 700 tonnes
of over 60,000 tonnes i.c. by nearly
90 times. Even more important,
productivity has increased from level
of 11—20 tonnes/per hectre from
the first two years 1977-78, to a
level of 136/tonnes/hectre in 1986.

The versatility of this

. world over. It is no wonder, them,
that salt is reckoned as ome of the
five important raw materials, the
others being oil, limestone, and
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important index of a nation’s advance-
ment and prosperity. It has been
alluded to in our ancient texts, in the
Bible etc. '

_ Quality : Considerable empha-
sis has been placed by the Corpora-
tion in maximizing its production of
high quality industrial grade salt,
whose purity (Nacl) is in the range
of 98.5%—99.5% much higher than
the Common Salt. Quality empha-
sis had borne considerable fruit as
the Corporation has received a
bonus of Rs, 84,600 on a quantity of
2247 tonnes supplied to a major
chemical producer in  Andhra
Pradesh, working out to about
Rs. 37/ per ton. This bonus
represents over 407, of the basic
price. :

By-Products : The
tion has produced for the first time

Corpora- -

*

in its 12 year history Gypsum of
over _4,000 tonnes and supplied it to
Tamil Nadu Cements Corporaticn.
Gypsum is a valuable raw material
to Cement Industry which suffers
from a acute scarcity of Gypsum.

Employment Generation : The
employment potential in_ the pro-
jects is estimated at 1,500 direct
labour besides indirect employment
to thrice that number, when the
Projects are fully developed. Pre-
sently the projects provide regular
employment to about 300 people
and seasonal employment to an
equal number.

New Projects : The Corpora-
tion is implementing two pioneering
Projects both of which constitute
first of their kind the Country over.
The first is the manufacture of about
18,000 tonnes of 36°/. Be Bittern for
supply to the strategic Magnesium
Metal Project coming up in the
vicinity of Valinokkam Salt Works.
It may be added that currently the
Bittern available with almost all
the salt producers at a strength of
29-/. Be is discarded as a waste and
thus the Corporation’s efforts would
really mean converting waste into
wealth and creating a valuable inter-

-severity and consequences of anaemia

mediate product for the Magnesium
Metal making. The second Project #
undertaken by the Corporation is
the production of Iron Fortified
Salt and is in an advanced stage of
commissioning. This Project, des-
cribed by UNICEF as “a novel '
approach”, is implemented with the
collaboration of the Government of
India’s Food and Nutrition Board
and UNICEF. It would have an
installed capacity of 15,000 tonnes
and would be highly effective in
combating the endemic anaemia
particularly among the weaker sec-
tions of the Society as also women
and children, With the supply. of
Iron Fortified Salt through the
Nutritious Noon Meal Programme
and the Social Welfare Department’s
schemes to the expectant mothers,
extensive coverage of the population
affected by anaemia is a distinct
possibility and would come as an
important tool in the hands of Public
Health Managers. The *Govern-
ment has given priority to tackle the
many functional repercussions of
anaemia and has noted the observa-
tions of UNICEF that “the extent,

make it an important public health
problem requiring urgent solution.”

[

The Poverty Alleviation Programme for Tamilnadu
will cost Rs. 154 crores and will include construction
of 52,000 houses, 1,200 community centres, 235 school
buildings and 2,900 other works besides raising social
forestry over an area of 19,000 hectares, during the
current year. His Excellency the Governor of TamilNadu
announced this on 9th April 1988 while summing up the

deliberations of the two-day conference of Collectors and
Superintendents of Police at Madras..

There is no honour that this country can win, no powcr
that this country can hold, no glory that this country
can attain unless it honours its poorest citizens, unless
it builds the power of its citizen, unless it makes the
glory of its poorest citizen the proof of the

Rajiv Gandhi ,
A

glory of India??

Tamil Arasu

" Check your knowledge

S —

1.

What did Gandhi say at Dandi
before he broke the salt law?

Who carried Gandhi’s letter 1o
Lord Irwin ‘on salt laws’ ?

How many volunteers accompa-
nied Gandhiji initially at the
beginming of the Salt Satya-:
graha ?

What was Gandh)’ji‘s age when
he undertook the Salt march ?

5.

ho cried ‘Hail Deliverer’ as
g,an‘;hi broke the Salt law ?

When and where was Gandhi
arrested .as the aftermath of

salt satyagraha ?

Who compared the Salt Marc!z
to ‘NapZZon’s march to Puris
on his return from Elba’ ?

Who was the famous correspot
dent of United Press who wit-

nessed the Salt March ?

9.

10.

Who composed the song ‘Kathi-
yinri Rathaminri’ (Sa1s sword
sans blood) that was sung .by
Rajaji and his marchers during
the Vedaranyam salt march ?

What was the sentence on Rajaji
for breaking the salt Jaw ?

(Answers)—

«Watch, 1 am about to give a
signal to the nation.”

Reginald Reynolds, 2 British
Quaker.

78.

61 years.
Sarojini Naidu.

May 4th 1930; at Karadi, a
village near Dandi.

Subhas Chandra Bose.

© 10.

Webb Miller from USA

Nammakkal Kavingnar Rama- 1
lingam Pillai.

Six month rigorous imprison-
ment plus a Rs. 200 fine or
another three months.

ROUTINE AT GANDHI'S
DANDI MARCH

e

REACTION TO GANDHIII'S
ARREST WAS WORLD WIDE

¢ They marched on, at the rate of 66 In Panama and in Sumatra,

twelve miles a

why,
flower petals ¢
Ashram routine

during the March
be said twice a day, eV
to spin his quota of ya
a diary.
huge corresp
with the children. *?

Gandhiji atten

The marchers. .

stepped in village after village to
explain where they were going and
and the villagers
1s on their path. The

was maintained
. Prayers had to }
erybody had
m and keep
ded to his

ondence and played

showered

mourning. \
ment was started to stop sending

goods to India in protest.

America, a
grams were sent by

men asking k
lg\Zinister to release Gandhi,
Bombay - two hundred thousand
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K. tturpuram Brid

Declaring open the Kotturpu-

Tam  Bridge across the Adyar
river op 24-88, His Excellency
Dr. Alexander, the Governor,
said he himself had an unpleasant
experience of travelling on this road
and had directed the Highways Dep-
artment to expedite work on it
within two months, He said encro-
achments on ¢his road would be
removed and the garbage cleared so
as to make it good for traffic.

. Pointing out that traffic on the
city roads was threatening the lives

by April 15, there would be more
orderly traffic.

He had given neces-

sary instructions to the Adviser
Dr. S. S. Sidhu in this regard.

Dr. Alexander said Madras had
great assets like the Marina beach
and it would be his endeavour to
bring back the original beauty to
this city. He sought the coopera-
tion of the people in his efforts to
make the city greener and beautiful,

The Governor said steps like
“clean city drive” taken by him
after assuming office were all cle-
mentary things which any good
administration should do. The most
important task ahead of him was to
create the conditions necessary for
rapid industrialisation and economic
development of the State,

Dr. S.S. Sidhu, Adviser to
the Governor, who presided over

ge Opened

the function said that the World
Bank had agieed in principle to
assist a Rs. 700 crore project for
development of roads, bridges and
transport system in the cities of
Madras, Madurai, Coimbatore,
Tiruchi and Salem. He said the
Highways Department should avoid
delays in executing these projects.

Pointing out that the MRTS
project needed to be ex
Dr. Sidhu said the Governor had
taken up with the Centre the need
for larger allocation of funds for it.
Referring to the deley in the cons-
truction of a subway near St
Thomas Mount railway station, h
said it was the desire of the Govern
ment to push through that scheme
quickly.
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- Exotic Designs for
the New Year

A new range added in
Chiffon. Polyester, Siik
and Cotton sarees for yoi:.

Visit Co-optex showroom.
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