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CULTURAL
ACHIEVEMENTS
AND
CONTRIBUTION
OF |
TAMILNADU

v.olu_‘.zes will be required to measure the
con?rlbutlc_m of the South to the sumtotal of
Indian . wisation. Through the centuries
there has Leen a two-way traffic between the
North and the South in goods, ideas and
influences.  Scholars trace hundreds, if not
thousar.\ds, of words of Southern origin in
Sanskrit. Even in the earliest stages of the
recorded history of the South, the impact of
the North was already visible. .
. In later years, the Bhakti movement arose
in the South and spread throughout the land.
The great Acharyas, Alwars and Nayanmars
and their teachings had profound influence on
the v\fhole course of Indian religious and philo-
sophical thinking. Kanchipuram is reckoned
among the seven holy cities of India and
Kaveri among our seven holy rivers. Sikh
annals tgll us that Gutu Nanak visited Rames-
. waram in his peregrination of the mother land.
No picture of India is complete without men-
tioning Kanyakumari in Tamil Nadu. Indian
poetry in all languages abounds in the praise
of the cool fragrance of sandal paste. The
riches of the South, its spices and pearls have
always constituted a large part of India’s
foreign trade. In the North, India’s links with
the rest of the world were forged across the
high mountains and in the South across the
. wide oceans. o
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- In earlier ages, Tamil Nadu had many
kingdoms and dynasties which added lustre
to our national history having among them
the Pandyas, the Pallavas, and the Cholas.
Today, we are gathered here to celebrate
the 1000th Anniversary of the occassion
of the great Chola Emperor Rajaraja, one
of the most commanding personalities of
Tamil Nadu and a hero of our history.
He was !mowjn for prowess and statesmanship.
In saluting him, I pay tribute also to the entire
age \\{hgch the Cholas represented, 350 years of
1ts striving and the splendour of its achievement.

The Cholas i

;)ninistrators. Thewere great warriors and ad-

rought the Ganges from the North. They built
magnificent temples. The' Chola erio):i wals
one of the goldenages of Tamil Culture. In this
period was composed the great Kamba Rama-
yanam which, like the Kural, is a literary
;rcasure, a heritage of all humankind. Chola
Irgpzes are among the -great masterpieces of
ndian and world art. The Nataraja is known
and celebrated all over the world, not merely

- s an example of Indian creativity but of the

spirit of India. Ascenceived b

S y Chola sculptors,
it h;ts been remarked: “He smiles at dcatg and
_a_t_hfe, at pain and at joy alike. Here art is the
faithful Interpreter of philosophy”. - |

y prided themselves on having -

The cultural achievements of the Cholas
were made possible by the stability of the ad-
ministration and the wealth which came of
agriculture and trade. Rajaraja and his son
Rajendra built a strong navy and developed
merchant shipping Besides nearby lands in
our region, Chola traders went as far as China
in the East and Arabia in the West. The legen-
dary riches of the kingdom came from this

trade as well as from the produce of the Kaveri -

delta.
The Chola reign was marked by engineering

achievements of the highest quality. Apart’
from its celebrated beauty the grand Temple

here is hailed asa monumental piece of struc-
tucal engineerring. The -irrigation system and

especially the Grand Anicut, which was deve-

loped in that age made Tanjore one of the great
granaries .of our country. An innovator,
Rajaraja undertook a comprehensive ~land
survey and created larger reveune units. But
he had the prudence to incorporate exising
peasant institutions into semi-autonomous

. Jocal bodies. It has been said: “The most strik-

ing feature of the Chola period was the unusual
vigour and efficiency of the autonomous rural
institutions. ” The lavish life - style of the
emperors—One Chinese traveller recorded that
at State banquets there were 3000attendants—
was not at the cost of the poor. Much of the

‘wealth, according to an authority, was returned

to people in ways that advanced their
common good. There society was based on
give-and-take.

We know also that Rajaraja Chola, while
deeply committed to his own heritage, kept
his kingdom open to ideas from abroad. He
allowed the king of Sumatra to establish
Buddhist monasteries in his dominions and
gave them substantial grants. The tolerance
which prevailed in the times of the Cholas
should be an example for us all.

The Tamil people have been engaged in
building a future no less notable than their
past. Itis becauseof ourplans and programmes
that a solid foundation for rural reconstruction
and industrial development has been built.

Thanjavur has its own speciffc individual
culfural heritage in Music, art and architecture.
Close by is the home of the great Trinity of
Carnatic music. The magnificent library built
by the Maharastrian rulers who reigned here
has one of our greatest collections of arcient,
manuscripts and literary masterpieces.

The great Tamil people are found all over
the world. Their toil and talent has gone nto
the building of scveral nations-in Malasiya,
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in Mauritius, in Singapore, in Sri Lanka, in
South’ Africa and the West Indies. Wherever
they have gone, they have taken friendships.
In most places, they are treated well and are
working along with the local population with
a sense of togetherness. However, there are
other places where they are suffering. Today
our minds and hearts are with the Tamils who
have lost their dear ones and whose livelihood
and very lives are threatened. We share their
anguish. We express our sympathy for
them and their desire for security and justice
as full citizens.

We should not say any word or speak of
any action which would make the situation
more difficult or dangerous for the people of
Tamil origin in that country. Our reaction
should not harm the cause of the Tamils in
Jaffna where they are in a majority, in new
settlements where majority is being reduced
or in other parts of Sri Lanka where they are
living scattered. We are concerned with the
problem not only because they are Tamils
or Indians, but it is a much larger issue of
human rights.

The sympathy and moral support of the
entire people of India are with them.

India is now a resurgent, self-confident
nation looking to the future withhope. We are
proud of our history and of the capacities of
our people. Rajaraja Chola led the people to
new heights of endeavour and enriched our

heritage. In paying tribute to him we must
also remember the poets, the artists, the artisans
the soldiers, and the nameless others who have
made Indian Civilisation the oldest living civili-
sation ofthe world. Let us pledge ourselves to
defend this heritage against the onslaught of
internal and external dangers.

We expect much from young Tamils in
the effort which India is making to evolve a

dyanamicand modern soceity. We must never

forget that no group or State can flourish

wit_hout communal harmony and national
unity.

My good wishes to yo'u all.

{Speech delivered by Honm'ble Prime
Minister Tmt. Indira Gandhi at the
1000th Coronation Anniversary Celebra-

tion of Raja Raja the Great on 16th
September 1984.)

b

The Tamils thronged Thanja-
vur from all over Tamil Nadu
with zeal and zest to witness
the historic celebration of the
thousandth Anniversary of the
Coronatioa of Raja Raja Chola,
the great conqueror, and the
greatest patron of Tamil Art,
architecture and culture. There
were decorations and illumina-
tions adding glamour to the
grandeur of  the function
all over the Thanjavur.

This historic celebration lasted
for two days and the first day

. function started on the forenoon

of sunday the 16th of September
1984. Unmihdful of the hot
sun, the people assembled at the
open playground at Thanjavur
and remained there with enthu-
siam.

Hon,ble Prime ‘Minister
Thirumathi Indira Gandhi inaugu-
rated the celebration. Hon’ble
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
Dr. M.G.R, presided over the
function. Hon’ble Finance Minis-
ter Dr. V. R. Nedunchezhian
welcomed the participants and
the public. In his welcome
address the Finance Minister
said : ) . .
““We celebrate this cororation
anniversary in order to remember
the valour of the great Raja Raja

-
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Chola who conquered many coun-
tries with his matcheless maritime
power.. He patroniscd the fine
arts like culture, dance and pain-
ting and also promoted culture.
We celebrate this anniversary at
the place of Raja Raja Chola,
which was the seat of his power
and prowess.”

In his Presidential address, the:
Hon’ble  Chief Minister Dr.
M.G.R. praised the Prime Minis-
ter for her noble gesture in taking
pains to come over here all the
way from Delhi to grace this’
occasion despite various engage-
ments. He presented to the
Prime Minister a valuable
memento, the ornamental Tharga-
vur Plate. At the end of the
Inaugural function, Hon’_ble
Minister -for Education Thiruy
C. Aranganayagam, proposed the
vote of thanks.

After the inaugural function
was over, the rrime Minister
visited the famous Thanjavur
Temple and she was occorded a
ceremonious  welcome  at tl}e
temple. She crowned the Raja
Raja Chola statue at the temple
with a newly made golden crown
weighing 300 grams costing Rs.
60,000 in commemoration of the
1000th Anniversary of Rajaraja’s
coronation. .




In the afternoon, at 3’oclock,
on the first day, Raja Raja
Museum was declared open at
the Art Gallery of Thanjavur.
Hon’ble Minister for Backward
Classes Thiru M.R. Govendan
presided over the function. Thiru
Natana Kasinathan, Director of
Archaeology, welcomed the audi-
ence.

Hon’ble Minister for Finance
Dr. V. R. Nedunchezhian declared
open the Museum.

In the evening a Seminar was
conducted in the immediate pre-
sence of the Hon’ble Minister
for commercial Taxes Thiru S.
Thirunsvukkarasu. Dr." Avvai
Natarajan, Secretary, Teamil
Culture Department, welcomed
the gathering. Dr. Va. Suba.
Manickam, former Vice Chance-
Hor of Madurai Kamaraj Uni-
versity, Thi,u K.A.P. Viswzna-
tham, a great Tamil Scholar
and a great son of Mother
famil, Dr.  Sivakamasundari,
Thiru T.N. Ramachandran, Dr.
K.T. Thirunavukkarasy, Thiru
Kumaii Anandan, Thirukkuralar
V. Munisamy, Director of Tamil
Culture, and Porur Santhalingam
Adigalar, participated in the
Seminar. »
- Thiru K.A.P. Viswanatham said

“The history of Tamil Nadu
should be written and it must be
shown to the world that the
_ civilisation of the Kaveri Region
was greather than the civilisation
of the Ganges Region".
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Hon’ble Minister for Infor-
-mation and Religious Endowments
Thiru RM.Veerappan, in his key-
note address said :

“Raja Raja Chola instituted
a democraticfrom of Government,
and called himself ‘Jananathan’
which means leader of the people.
At the time when we are celeb-
rating and singing the glory of
Raja Raja Chola who introduced
a democratic form of Govern-

ment, democracy has been pro-
tected”.

The Minister released a book
on Raja Raja Chola in English

written by Prof. K.T. Thirunavuk-
karasu.

Thiru  Periyandavan, Assis-
tant Direetor of Tamil Develop-
ment proposed the vote of thanks.

The celebrations on the
Second day Commenced with a
performance by Thiru Ramiah,
known for his extraordinary
power of memory to quote the
Thirukkural couplets™ in any
question on Thirukkural. His

;‘?erformance was an exceptional
eat.

Then followed the Poets,
Meet presided over by poet
Laureate Pulavar Pulamai Pithan.
Before the commencement of the
Poets’ Meet, Hon'ble Minister
for Social Welfare Tmt. Gomathi
Srinivasan and Hon’ble Minister

for Public Works Thi
Eradha spoke. r v S.R.

There was a literary debate
in the evening. Hon’ble Minister
for Agriculture Dr. Kalimuthu
delivered the keynote address.
Sage Scholar Kundrakudi Adi-
galar conducted the Debate.
Thiru  Silamboli  Cheliappan,
Director of Tamil Development,
welcomed the audience.

There  was a spectacular
procession in the evening in
which the decorated Statue
of Raja Raja Chola was taken.
Then followed the Valedictory
function. Hon’ble Minister for
Food Thiru Veerasami welcomed
the pathering, and Hon’ble
Finance Minister Dr.
V.R. Nedunchezhian presided
over the valedictory Function.
Hon’ble Speaker of the Legis-
lative  Assembly Thiru K.
Rajaram and Hon’ble Chairman
of the Legislative Council
Dr. M.P. Sivagnanam, Hon'ble
Minister for %lectricity Thiru
S. Ramachandran and leaders
of various- Political parties
spoke.

Honble Chief Minister Dr.
M.G.R delivered the valedic-
tory address and said:

“Iam very thankful to Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi for
having accorded permission to
install the statue of Raja Raja
Chola inside the Temple premi-
ses. A new metal statue of
Raja Raja; six feet in height;
will be installed. The history
of Raja Raja will be made a
subject of: study in the educatio-
nal institutions as suggested
here.

~The records available in Pali
language are kept at the Saras-
wathi Mahal and these records
must be translated by Pali
scholars. The Government will
give all help for the translation.”
The Collector of Thanjavur
Tmt. Sosamma proposed the
vote of thanks.

Thus ended the historic cele-
bration leaving deep impressions
in the minds of the people
making them feel proud of
theltr heritage and glory of the
past.

COUNTRY ;
PLANNING

T,he achievements of Town and Country
Planning Department in planning for an orde.rly
development in the context of ever increasing

_ population and socio-economic changes and there-

by ensuring a desirable environment is given
below : -

Regional Plans

The state of Tamil Nadu was delinea.ted‘into
eight viable planning regions in 1970 and regional
plans were prepared for them. Due to adminis-
trative difficulties in implementing the: rg'glonal
plans it has beendecided to adopt the district as a
planning region. An urbanisation policy is undqr
active consideration of the Government. This
policy aims at provision of urban facilities to the
villages at a reasonable distance. The urbanisa-
tion policy if implemented will create a hlera:rchy
of settlements covering Metropolitan city, regional
growth poles, growth centres and service centres.

These centres apart from supporting each other.

will also serve the rural hinterland and remgve
the rural urban disparities.

Master Plans

The Town and Country Planning Act 1971
provides for the creation of Local Planning Autho-
rities for urban centres and preparation of master
plan for their development. The master plac
will provide for planner use of land for residen-
tial, commercial, and industrial purposes and a].Sf)
provide for water supply, drainage and other facili-
ties. So far 110 Local Planning areas and 9 New
Town development areas have been notified.
The Government have sanctioned Master Plans for
Mettupalayam, Gobichettipalayam, Rajapalayam,
Namakkal and Paramakkudi towns. The Govern-
ment have also given their consent for preparation
of Master Plan for 12 towns and the Master plan.

L

deration of the

for 25 towns is under active consi
Government.

Detailed Development Plans

In the past four years 61 detailed develop-
ment planning areas have been notified and 28
detailed development plans have been approved.

Integrated Urban Development Programmes

The Government are implementing two types

_ of programmes,

1. Integrated Development Programme for
small and medium towns with the assistance from
Central and State Governments.

2. ‘Integrated Urban Development Prog-
ramme for Towns and Town Panchayats from
out of State Government funds.

The current five year plan (1980-85) empliasi.sed
the need for development of small and medivm

towns. The programme includes provision. of
infrastructure facilities in the small and medium
towns which will serve as service centres for the
rural areas. A sum of Ps. 80.00 lakhs is spent
on each town which is shared equally by the

 Central and State Governments.

A total of 177 different projects have been
proposed and approved and funds have been
released for 147 projects and 40 projects have been
completed so far. ’

The Integrated Urban Development Project
being implemented from 1978 has brought a
number of benefitslikeincreased job opportunities,
more facilities and increase in revenue for the local
bodies and thereby ensure an overall development
of the State. :



Integrated Urban Development Programme
(State) :

As the Central Government assistance can-
not be obtained for all the towns, the State Govern-
ment have selected a number of Municipalities and
Towri Panchayats and are implementing certain
programmes from out of State funds. Projects
implemented under this scheme 2im at augmenting
the resources of local bodies and provision of basic
. amenities for urban poor. The funds provided
are utilised for providing pay and use toilets, bus
stands, shopping: centres, etc. A sum of Rs.
586.25 lakhs have so far been sanctioned as
detailed below :

Year Amount sanctioned
(Rs. in lakhs)
198081 295.00
198182 87.50
1982—83 113.25
1983—84 90.50

As many as 171 projects costing Rs 826.35
lakhs have so far been approved. Out of this 76
_projects have been completed and put to effective
use.  The other schemes are expected to be comp-
leted before March 1985. Apart from the
above, the spill over projects sanctioned for
Madurai and Coimbatore during the Fifth Five
Year Plan Period are also being implemented.

Traffic and Tramsportation Plans

A detailed survey for preparing a traffic and
transportation plan for Coimbatore has been
completed. A traffic operationsl plan covering
traflic administration, bus routes nationalisation,
signal system, parking and road widening has
been prepared.

A similar survey and preparation of plan are
under progress for Madurai town, '

VIRTUES OF FAMILY
PLANNING

FOR THE SMALL
FAMILY

IS THE BASIS FOR

HAPPY HOMES v
AND :

A STRONG Family Welf
PROSPEROUS =  peoyno
NATION -

Govt of Tomilnady..

Aerial Photography °

The Department had undertaken the task of
preparing Aerial Photographs for major urban
centres of Madurai, Coimbatore, Salem and
Tiruchy. The interpretation of aerial photo-
graphy has been completed which will be usedin
preparing Master plans, detailed development
plan and disposing of day to day problem like
building appeals, layout preparation and fixing
of street alignments. More than 20 staff and
officers of the Department have been trained in
Aerial Photo Interpretation techniques at Indian
Institute of Remote Sensing Dehradun. The
Departmenat proposes to prepare town map on
large scale using the aerial photography which
will help in preparing other plans. .

Urban Information System

In order to collect all the data required for
planning of Urban areas a pilot project has been
started. Chengalpattu one of the towns under
Integrated_ Development Programme has been
chosen and work is progressing. Four reports

" have been brought out so far. The scheme is

implemented with financial  assistance from
Central Government.

Anti-Disaster Planning

_The Directorate has established a Cell to
advise the Government on anti-disaster planning.
The Cyclone Shelter conceived by the Department
has won acclaim. So far works have been ordered
to be commenced in 82 sites for cyclone shelters
and 20 more approved shelter-sites  and

additional 20 sites are under the consideration
of the Government.

A simple warning device has been developed

~ in collaboration with Anna Univ ersity of Techno-

logy,which will warn the villagers about the impen-
ding cyclone. The design will be finalised soon.
The Department in collaboration with the Struc-
tural Engineering Research Centre, has evolved
a core unit made of concrete in which the hut
dwellers in the coastal area will keep their

-valuables at the time of emergency. A training

was imparted to the executives and administrative

officials about the management of pre-disaster
and post-disaster situation.

Other Schemes

With the assistance from UNICEF a scheme
for the uplift of the urban poor and for the deve-
lopment of their children is being ‘implemented
at Mannarqui. Under this programme, Water
Supply, Sanitation, Employment for women and
handlcapped, nutrition supplement for children
are provided. A sum of Rs. 3]1.12 lakhs is pro-
posed to be spent for the Pproject.

: A proposal
to extend the scheme to Nagapattinam ttu-
-kottai is under consideration, and P ]

s

SPECTA
ANNA

ANNA’s Platinum Jubilee was

“ spectacularly celebrated at Trichy

by the Government of Tamil Nadu
on the 15th of September 1984.

Trichy wore a festive look with
decorated arches and illuminations
all over the town. There was a
rush of people with a shine of
pleasure on their faces to Trichy
from all over Tamil Nadu.

The function started at Thiaga-
raja Bagavathar Mandram on
15th September with a Seminar
on Anna’s traits, talents and
services. Earlier, i-lon’ble Minis-
ter for Dairy Development Thiru
K.A. Krishnasamy declared open
the Photo Exhibition depicting
the life of Perarignar Anna, at

. the Mandram.

The Trichy District Collector
Thiru V.Viswanathan 1.A.S., wel-
comed the gathering.  Hon’ble
Minister for Agriculture, Dr.K.
Kalimuthu, inaugurated the Semi-
nar with his key-note address,
full of literary elegance and eulo-
gies to Anna. The Minister said

_that, with the pearls of his words,

Anna enlightened Tamil Nadu
that was slumbering in the dark
for centuries together.

The Vice-Chancellior Dr.V.C.
Kulandaisamy who presided over
the Seminar said that Anna intro-

CULAR CELEBRATION OF
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PLATINUM JUBILEE

duced a new style of prose -writing  ““We have gathered here to re-
in Tamil and he created a feeling member what Anna said and did
among the people that Tamil was and to devote ourselves to
not simply a language but it was continue the services left over by
their very life-force. He was above him. We think of his greatness and
party politics and he kept cordial feel his absence very much. He
relations with all political leaders. strove to foster amity and inte-
What was Lenin to Karl Marx and grity among the Tamil people.
what was Ashoka to Buddha, He never approached any issue
Anna was to Thanthai Periyar, emotionally. His approach was
carrying his message and propa- always rational and moderate.
gating his ideals. There are many people who have
- annotated, elucidated and explain-
Thiru K.A.P. Viswanatham, a Thirukkural, the Great Book
great Tamil savant and a noble of Rightenousness +in Tamil,
son of Mother Tamil, said: by words. But Anna was an
embodiment of all the virtues

“With his great catholicity of enunciated by the Thirukkural
mind,Anna embraced even people and he illustrated and elucidated
of various political affiliations. “Thirukkural’ not by mere words
When Mahatma Gandhi died, one but by his deeds. He never became
person died on hearing the sad angry. He was more patient than
fews of his death. When Nehru even the sages most of whom
died, two persons dicd. When were known for only cursing

Anna died, 42 people died of sheer PeOPle out-of anger”.

shock : and worry. There are many . .
people who wish to have so many sai'{it-“ru Valampuri John, M.P.

wmourners when they die. i
. “Anna enslaived ‘the Tam_ll

Anna was the leader of Tamil people with the elegance of his
Nadu. He became a leader of India unique Tamil style and exube-
But bz=fore he bscame a -leader rance of his expressions, beautiful
of the world, death snatched him and profound, rational and revolu-
away’. tionary. Anna was the living
human symbol of the tenets of

Kundrakudi Adigalar, the sage- democracy, and the embodiiment
scholar, paid glowing tributes to of democracy. He was the living
Anna and said: " illustration of democracy and we
need not refer to the dictionary to

9



understand the meaning of demo-
cracy.”

Thiru Thillai Villalan, a former
M.P., and a great writer gave a .
touching account of some inci-
dents in the life of Anna, as he
was closely associated with Anna. !

“Anna wzs so kind towards his
thambis (brothers-party workers) « <
that he wanted everyone of the

party workers to be with him. -
“One single mother could not
bring forth all of us because of [:° :
nature’s limitations and that is =~ oo meet. o “
why we have been brought forth history of Tamil Nadu were taken
by different mothers,” said Anna. by Anna. It was here at Trichy
that Anna, immediately after his
. . being elected Chief Minister of
Anna was the only political Tamil Nadu, met Thanthai Periyar
leade_r who fostered brotherly and that noble deed of his was an
relations and love among political indication of his greatness and it

workers, and he ‘Wwas a unique raised him high in the eyes of
lecics in the political history of the people”.

the whole world”’ sai ia-

seelan. ¢ said Prof Sathia Hon’ble Minister for Local Ad-
ministration, Thiru R.Soundara-
Thiru Thirukkural Munisamy Fajan delivered the welcome add-
Director of Tamil Culture, said: T¢sS: Hon’ble Finance Minister
’ Dr.Navalar - V.R.Nedunchezhian,
““Anna h s created a situation jn @ beloved associate of  Anna
Tamil Nadi that after him, only unveiled - the portrait of Anna
his ‘broti-  could rule Tamil 2hd addressing the audience he

Nadu. An: - political diplomacy S3id:

must be m. . a subject of study ‘‘Anna roused the slumbering
in schools and colleges so that the Tamilpeople and made an awaken-
future ciizens and leaders may ing among the people. He was not
adopt  his words and ways of born of an affluent family. He
dealings in politics™. came from an ordinary family.
With his mighty pen and mighter
At the end of the seminar, tongue Anﬂ,y&envinced gthe
Thnru V.T. Veerappan, Deputy pcople and won their confidence”.
Director of Information and Pub- . .
lic Relations Department proposed The Cha"m.a“ of the Tarpl(
the vote of thanks. Nadu ~ Housing Board, Thiru
A.Chelliah Thevar, in his speéch
gave details of the housing
schemes.

e "‘A";.; L

In the afternoon, a Poets’ Meet
was held at the Arangam. Poet .
_ Paavalar M.Muthusamy presided __Lnen. leaders of various politi-
over the Meet, cal parties spoke paying rich tri-

. butes to Anna
In the evening the valedictory Hon' . L
function of the celebration in on’ble Minister for Irrigation

which Hon’ble Chief Minister
Dr.M.G.R. participated was held
under the Chairmanship of Hon’ble
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
Thiru K.Rajaram, who was
closely associated with Anna.
In his presidential address he said:
“Trichy is a place where some
important decisions that made
many 2 turning point in  the

16

Thiru Y.S.M. Yusuf announced
tl}at an amount of Rs. I crore was
given  as  Renovation Grapt
for Wakf Institutions in Tamil
N_adu and the first instalment was
given by the Chief Minister him-
self on this occasion.

In conncction with th
] ¢ celebra-
tAon 9!‘ tl_le Platinum Jubilee of
hna’s Birthday, some schemes
were implemented. The distri-

bution of 20 Kg. of rice, the
Navalapattu Housing Scheme,
the Housing Scheme for Police
Personnel, the distribution of
Renovation Grant for Wakf Insti-
tutions, the Award of Thiru-Vi-Ka
Prize for the best writer and the
conferment of Poet Laureateship
weresome of the items inaugurated

- and implemented on this occasion.
+ After awarding all

these, the
Hon’ble Chief Minister Dr.M.G.R
announced the release of four
instalments ofDearness Allowan-
ces to the State Government
employees as gift on this historic
occasion of the Platinum Jubilee
Celebration of Anna’s Birthday.
In his address to the people the
Hon’ble Chief Minister Dr.M.G.R
said:

“Whatever 1 do would be in
consonance with Anna’s decision
and desire. What is being done by
me today is not something that is
a new one. It has all been thought
of and said when 1 was acting in
films. Now, you have placed me
in a position to implement all that
was desired and declared earlier.
What I have shown and announ-

ced in the film ‘Naadodi Mannan’

(Nomad King) are all the princi-
ples of Anna and Anna himself
approved of them.

We are implementing not only
what we had already announced,
but also new schemes that were
not announced carlier by us.

All my property must be used
for the pcople and | have already
written a Will thatafter meall my
wealth should go to the help-
less orphans’.

The Director of [nformation
and Public Relations, Thiru C.N.
KrishnaBharathi, 1.A.S. proposed
the vote of thanks praising Anna’s
intellectual attainments, his great-
ness and also his simplicity.

This spectacular  function of
?he historic occasion lcft deep
impressions on the minds of
those, who had been associated
with Anna, who had known Anna
and heard  his matchless specches
and also of the youngsters who

are eager to adopt the ideals of
Anna,

T‘herc were 913 Industrial Co-

operative Societies in the State at

the end of December 1983. Parti- e

culars of production and sales in

such societies are furnished below : 3

The objective of the State
Government has been to apply this
instrument of Industrial Coopera-
tives to yield maximum result both

by way of employment and output S
through the introduction of organi- }

sational and infrastructural support.

Matches’ were an instance of loca-
tion—non-specific Industry which |

have been taken out of its conven-
tional strong-holds to all backward
regions on account of its high capital
employment ratio. Certain other
occupations have been location
specific.

Tamil Nadu has been known for
its traditional leather industry which
was originally devoted to only the
production of semifinished leather.
In order to upgrade this manufac-
turing process into that of produc-
ing finished leather, four Service
Industrial Cooperatives were started
to provide basic common facilities
in the field of finished leather. Three

of them have already started func-

tioning while the fourth one will
commence its operations by the
middle of this year. Sago and Coir
are two areas which have come in
for special attention in recent years.
Sago is an industry providing em-
ployment to over 25,000 persons in
Tamil Nadu. A major portion of
the Sago and Starch produced in
Tamil Nadu is consumed in North
India. Because of the financial
constraints the Sago and Starch
Manufacturers were exploited by
the middlemen and the benefits of
high price prevailing in the consum-
ing centres could not be secu(ed by
the manufacturers. With 2 view to
get better prices to the producers, &
Service Industrial Cooperative
Society was organised in the Salem
District in the year 1981-82. Of the
estimated 500 units engaged in Sago
and Starch production, 455 units
bave become members of this Society
and their products are marketed by
this Society-Consequent on the
formation of the Society, the bar-
geining power of the producers has
increased considerably and they
were able to realise as much as

Rs. 450 to Rs. 520 and Rs. 350 to
Rs. 390 per bag of Sago and Starch
respectively as against Rs. 225 and
Rs. 160 previously. Similarly the
agriculturists cultivating tapioca get
Rs. 72 per bag as against just Rs. 22
previously.

At the end of March 1980, there
were 10 Coir Cooperatives provid-
ing employment to 1655 persons.
In the last four years alone, 47 new
societies have been started, creating
employment opportunities for about
5,000 persons. With a view to
provide training facilities, a Develop-
ment and TrainingCentre has been
set up at Thanjavur.

There are at present 13 Tea
factories in the cooperative sector
in the Nilgiris District, including one
under construction. Conseguent on
this organisation, a small tea grower
is now able to get as much as about
Rs. 5 per Kg. of leaves as against a
paltry Rupee one five years ago. As
a result of the working of these
cooperatives, more than 809/ of the
sinall growers can be said to have
been raised above the poverty line.

Tamil Nadu State Industiial
Cooperative Bank, set up for meet-
ing the credit needs of Industrial
Cooperative Societies advances loans
for blook capital and cash credit
loan for Working capital to member
Industrial Cooperative Societies.
The loans and advances outstanding
2s on 30th June 1983 was Rs.
578.00 lakhs as against Rs. 163.00
akhs during 1973. The profit of
the Bank has also increased consi-
derably and it was ableto declare
a dividend of 129, the maximum
contemplated in the Cooperative
Socicties Act.

Under 20 Point Programme,
recently the Bank has formulated a
scheme to finance Industrial Co-
operative Societies started for the
benefit of Scheduled Caste, Schedul-
ed Tribe and Backward Class people
at a concessional rate of interest of
89 for a loan upto Rs. 50,000 sub-
ject to the condition that the mini-
mum beneficiaries should be 25 in a
society. This scheme will help
weaker sections of societies in pro-
viding regular work to their mem-
bers. .
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To-day is the birthday of Gandbhi, the virtuous
man of world renown. This day is celebrated all
over the country as a day of rejoicing. People pay
their loving tributes to Gandhij acccrding to
their heart’s desire. They celebrate this day by
garlanding his sacred portrait, singing songs in his
praise, performing ‘bajan’ in his honour spinning
yarn and clearing slums.

There are people who say that he is a man of
pure heart and a saint who has come into this
world to remove the blemish of our religion.

There are people who say that he is our
freedom fighter and a dauntless hero who shat-
tered our shackles.

There are people who say that he is a socialist

and a champion of the poor who paved the way
for the downtrodden to lead a new lige.

There are people who say that he is the man
who tried to establish ‘Gramaraj'.

Thus, there are different kinds of
praise him with awe and wonder, each according
to his own vision and insight- It is a question
worthy of investigation for all time to find out in
whose vision we find the totality of Gandhi’s per-
sonality. The reason is that he should not be con-
sidered an individual man- He s a symbol of the

times.and uprising; he is an embodiment of the
Renaissance- .

people who

If we view him as a politician, we will be con-
tent to admire his ‘Satyagraha’ (war of righteous
ness) with wonder. He has won tremendous success
not only in the political field but also in other
fields. He has stamped his mark in all fields- His
life and service are modelled in such a way that
people in different fields vie with one another
in claiming Gandhi as one of their own because

he li\(ed and served them. This is the reason why
his birth-dayiscelebrated by the people of different
walks of li

fe. He represents an era in the history

«four country. He has given splendour and

?itrl%ngth and brought about a turning point in all
elds.

The progress of a country depends on its
progress in all fields, and not in one particular
field only. Only from the totality of the progress
made, can we judge a country’s improvement !
We cannot come across such a period of progress
often in the history of a country, not even once
in a century. Therefore, this day is of special
significance not only because it is the birthday
of a great leader but also because it symbolises a
golden period in the history of our country.
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The excellence and splendour of to-day's
function should be reflected in our thought and
deed for ever. Our celebrations should not end with
merely singing eulogies. On the contrary, we should
follow in his foot-steps, strive for the ideals he
cherished, to preserve and safeguard his heritage
and to rekindle the inspirations he gave us.

The beauty of a garland lies in its fragrance.
The utility of a lamp lies in its light. Likewise the

value of celebrations lies in the excellence of our
action.

Let us not be content with defying him as an
AVATHAR worth of worship not with singing
his fame and remarkable achievements. I would
appeal to you to remember and strive for the
socicty he dreamt of, the ideals he propounded
and the moral integrity he exemplified.

He did not perform any miracle. But he made
heroes of cowards, inspired them to blow the
trumpet of freedom and instilled fearlessness in

them even in the face, of over-whelming obstacles
and difficulties.

The poet Bharathi sang in a tone of melan-
choly thus, “People die of incessant fear and

cowardice. There is nothing that they are not
afraid of in the world”

from our hearts. He
" men who dared to d
challenge of a fully
the little sparrows
even the mighty vult

raised an army of unarmed
efy death, facing even the
equipped army. He inspired
with the courage to oppose
ures He drove away diffidence

. Gandhi wiped off that fear .

Y/

from our hearts. He gave us the patriotic
fecling that our country inalienably belongs to us.

He achieved all these not by war but by
non-violence, not by killing our encmics
but by following the path of virtue: not by
preaching hatred but by showing loves.

The exponents of KATHAKA},ASHEQAM
have notseen by themselves the m:raclcs‘sa:d to
have been performed by the great saints of
the past. But we have the good fortune to see with
our eyes the MIRACLES wrought by Gandhi.
This SEMI-NACKED MAN gave a life of glory
and honour to millions of our country men.
What can be a greater mirzcle than this!

Even those who mocked at his leadership in
the beginning accepted and admired him as the
undisputed leader of India after he had performed
this ‘miracle’. To-day critics say that the path of
virtue he showed will apply not only to India but
also to all countries in the world which are trying
to liberate themselves from the clutches of slavery.

In the 16th century the outside world knew
of India only as a country that abounded in cloves
and spices, gold and gems and as a country full
of simpletons who knew not how to utilize them.

Although freedom-fight was begun like the
morning star in the days of Tilak, it was only after
Gandhi entered theCongress that the world realised
that the whole of India was throbbing with a
spirit of awakening and alertness. The world used
to view India only through the bright rays of
Gandhi’s fame.

It was Gandhi who created an agitational
attitude which was selfless and did not care for

i, S

ults. Prior to that, the country was dominated
g;s learned people who begged for freedom by
humble petitions.

His appearance, physigue, talk, habits and
manners w‘e’g: not suchpas toinduce war mentality.
But he was able to generate in the minds of millions
of our countrymen the spirit of heroism wich
cnzbled themto defy even the mighty armies.

In all his public services we cannot come
across a strong invective or an unjust act of any
self-seeking plan. The influence of his selfless ser-
vices brougnt name and fame not only to India
but also to the whole of Asia and it spread in such
a way as to instil terror even in the minds of the
European imperialists who were highly pro_ud
and arrogant of colour bar. Heads of foreign
Governments flocked to him to listen to his words
with rapt attention. Even kings considered it an
honour to stay in his humble cotage.

He never felt or said that ‘Swaraj’ was the end
of our struggle. Nor did he fail to tell us how the
country and the reople should attain a healthy
status.

He firmly believed that Swaraj was only a
means to an ideal. He stressed that in the history
of a country, Swaraj is, no doubt, a golden leaf
but not the final one, He preached that slavery
should be abolished at all costs because it 13 an
impediment to the progress of the country.

The chains of slavery have been shattered.
But let us ask ourselves whether we have succeeded
in creating the India of his dreams.Let us have the
moral courage to give a negative answer. Let this
day instil in our minds the firm determination to
create the India that he dreamt of.
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He drove away frcm our minds the fear of
the British Government. But have we b:come
fearless in other fields? Certainly not. So long
as society consists of the privileged and, the under-
privileged, the haves and the havenots, the mighty
and the weak, how can fear be cast away”

Fear threatens us. Scarcity menaces us.
Hatred drives us. Fear should be cast away and
virtue should blossom. When we are celebrating
the birthday of this great sage, let us dedicate our-
seives to this ideal .

We see abundant wealth and abject poverty
magmﬁcem cities and poverty-stricken slums, big'
factories and bands of unemployed men, religious
institutions and profiteers, swindlers, hoarders and
black-marketeers side by side He toiled througnout
life not to see such a pathetic sight but to create a
clean and ideal country free from these evils.

Itis not a country where we see murder and
theft, gambling and drinking. It is worse than a
forest which is even free from these evils.

Gandhi desired to establish a glorious and
qnblemlshed country free from gambling, exploita-
tion, apd class hatred. But what is it that we see
in India, when we are celcbrating his birthday?
Communal, clashes, the crueity of untouchabiliy,
the exploitation of the weak by the mighty
rebellion-torn cities woe-stricken villages, politicai
chicanery and social consipracies-all tnese are
rampant with none <o curb them. The quarrel of
linguistic imperialism has not come to an end
where democracy is practised.

Compliments From

We uare cclebrating Gandhi’s birthday when
we are not in a position to enforce prohibition
successfully, Such a deplorable state will not
change so. long as we reverse Gandhi as a saint
and miracle - monger.

X We should realise that Gandhi is not dead
but he has become one with us. His thoughts and
ideals have not perished. We shoulld have the
strong determination to accept them as our ideals.
This should be the underlying significance of cele-
brating lhe.bnlrthday of Gandhi who is no more
with us. This is not only a day for proclaiming his
immortal fame but also a day for us to resolve to
putinto practice his excellent ideals since we
have accepted them in tcto.

In his days the alien Government was frighte-
ned to hear his voice of protest and quit lr%dia-
But many things, such as falsehood, unscrupulous-
ness, illiteracy, inadequacy, castesim and class
hatr_ed that should be driven out, are still there,
Purn}y, truthfulness. fearlessness and spirit of
service are necessary to drive them away. We are
celebrating the birthday of Gandhi only in order
to possess these qualities. I should like to remind
you.of what Jawaharlal Nehru said about the ideal
India_ of Gandni: “Even the poorest should

cconsider this land as a land of theirs. They should

realise that they have power and importance in its
set-up. There should not be caste superiority
among people. ANl communities should live in
amity and peace. I shall strive to usher in an
India of that type.”

Film Distributors’
Association

No. 30, Gopalapuram 3rd Street,
~ Coimbatore,

The Government of Tamildadu de-
cided to establisha modern Zc ological
Park under the control of the Forest
Departmentat Vandalur in the vicinity
of Madras over an area of 510 ha
(1,265 acres). The estimated cost of
the project is about 7 crores of Rupees.
There are 5 Kilo Metre long
Circular road and Loop roads inside
the Zoological Park to go around
andsec the animals inside the Park- A
Children’s Park over an area of 2 ba
at the entrance has been established
with lawns, beautiful garden, ponds
and pet animals enclosures. Tnere
are ten rest areas located in suvitable
places for the public to relax. The
entrance for the Zoological Paik
when completed will have a hillock
with caves and water fall in it

All the animals ,birds and reptiles
have been transferred from the
Madras Corporation Zoo to this
Zoological Park.

This Zoological Park is exhibiting
178 mammals of 28 ies, 330 birds
of 6] species and rzptiles of 8
species.

Animals, birds and reptiles are
being received from forests of Tamil
Nadu and from Zoological Parks
of other States. Animals are also
procuied on exchange basis from
Zoological Parks of other States.
For example, Nilgiri Langurs and
Panthers were given to other Zoos
and in exchange Tamin Deer and
Hog Deer (from Mysoce), Nilgais
(from Bombay and Mysore) and
Black Swans (From National Zoo-
logical Park, New Delhi) were recel-
ved. Further, an Asiatic lion and two
Wild Asses were .. brought. from

ZODLOGICAL
PARK

Ll
VNDALUR

Sakkarbaug Zoo of Gujarat State.

_ The construction cf the following
enclosures have been Completed,

‘and animals, birds and reptiles are

exhibited in ttem.

Enclosure for Lion-tailed Macaque.
for Monkey cage, Deerenclosure,Un-
gulate enclosure, Hippopotamus en-
closure, Bison enclosure, Zebra en-
closure, Rhinoceros enclosure, Cro-
codile Ponds(4Nos ), Birds enclesures
(18 Ncs) Walk through aviary and
transit enclosures. Theenclosures are
located in the natural sutroundings
with a vast arca for the animals
to mc e freely. Deer enclosure hes
been constructed in ar area of 2 ha
(5 acres). The Hippopotamus en-
closure has been constructed in an
area of 0.4 ha (13cre) with 3 moats
with a capacity of 2.3 lakhs gallons
of water. Further, as the auimals
are kept in nstural habitat they are
in healthy condition

This Zoological Park isfunctioning
with the main sim of breeding the-
endantered species in  captivity,
Th:re are ten endangered species il
this Zoological Patk- Anna Zoologi-
cal Park has been selected as a
breeding centre for Black-bucks by
the Committee of Directers of Zoo-
logical Parks of India.

The Thamin Deer, which is a very
rare and endangered species found
in Manipur, has given birth to a
young one in this Zoological Park.
Hog Deer and Sarus Cranes are
breeding well in this Zoological Park.
South Ame¢:iican Macaw Parrots,
‘which were kept separately in the

w

Corporation Zoo. due to want of

space, are left in pair here and has
bred in this Zoological Paik. Hippo-
potamus have also béen left together
here.Further, Sambar, Spotted Deer
(Chital), Black-buck have also bred
well in this Zoological Park. 9 nos.
of sambar have increased to 18.
Likewise, 29 Spotted Deer have
increased to 50.

On hearing that the animals and
birds are keptin naturalsurroundings
and are breeding well, the public are
visiting this Zoological Pak iu large
numbers. Students from schools and
colleges are also coming in large
numbers. For example, during 1984
on Pongal Day 15,000 visitors, on
RepublicDay 9,000 Visitovs, on
Tamil New YearsDay 5,000 visitors
and on Independence Day about 4,200
visitors visited this Zoological Park
On normal holidays about 1,500
and on working days about 700
persons visit this Zoological Park.

The construction. of Elephant en-
clasure has been completed and 7 nos.
of Elepbants of different age groups
bave been left in the enclosure which
gives the appearance of a herd in the
natural habitat. Facilities have been
made to see the Elephant herd from
the top of the Water tank on the
hillock. An enclosure for Birds of
prey has been ccnstructed and a
rare and endangered species,
European Black Vulture, is exhibited
in it.- A walk through aviary has been
constructed and water birds are
displayed in it.

Construction of islands for Mown
keys,and enclosures for Chimpanzees,
Ungulates, Lion, Birds, Crocodiles
Otter, Panther and Bear is in pro-
gress. Road works in quarters-site
area and in looy roadsarein progress.

The constructions of a modern
Veterinary  Centre  is  nearing
comgletion. At present, water
supply is obtained from S5 bore
wells and 3 open wells. Further,

1 lakh lires of water is obtained
under Palar water supply scheme.

Action has been taken to goeure
Black Panther, Tiger and Gbaiial

. from Nandankanan Zoological Park

of Orissa State, Efforts are being
made to obtain Rhinocevos from
Assam and -other tare and exctic
animals from- fioreign couutrics.

The sp=ial features of this Zoolo~
gical Park are Mono-rail/Rope way,
Nocturns! Animal House, Pre-histo- -
ric animal Park and Safari Parw

., which are fo be established sooms .=
BLEP AN g e pLia’ SREIIIN
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His Excellency the Vice-President of India
Thiru R. Venkataraman and Hon’ble Chief
Minister Dr. M.G.R. at the receptiod
accorded to the Vice-President by a commi-
tlte!t;4 of hosts at Madras on Tth September

984.

Hon’ble Chjef Minister Dr. MG

Opel the office .+ pui] din -R. declared

Hon’ble Chief Minister Dr. M.G.R. unveiled

the statue of Thiru T.P. Meenakshisunda-
ram, a great Tamil Scholar and the first
Vice-Chancellor of the Madurai - Kamaraj
University, on 19th September 1984 at the
University campus.

Hon'ble Minister for Information and

Religious Endowments Thiru RM.Veerappan

distributed prizes to the participants of Quiz,

Essay and Poster contests conducted in

connection with the World Tourism Day

I(E';:lgbrations on 27th September 1984 in
adra




Wajaraja the Great belongs to thy
illustrious Chola dynasty  which
ruled Tamil Nadu fron 9th Century
to 13th century. Vijayalaya wes the
first ruler of tnis dynasty and Raja-
raja I was the son of Sundarachcla

= i

Bay of Bengal in the East.

His

first achievement was the conquest of

who died at the Golden hall of Cheranadu. He was the first medieval

Kanchipuram in Tondaimandalam.

While Rajaraja was a child, he
lost his mother Vanavanmadevi wio
immclated herself with her hustand.
Hence he was brought up by his
elder sister Kundavai and his grand-
mother Sembiyanmadevi who was

the most pious queen of Chola
Dynasty.

Rajaraja’s elder brother Aditya
Karikalan is believed tc have been
murdered by some vested generals.
Therefore, the kingship fell on Raja-
‘aja. The subjects of Cholanadu also
very much wished to have Rajaraja
15 their King. But he refused to

xcome king and made his unce k

Uttamayhola to. be crownzd. Thus
se sacrificed for the cause of his
mcle.. This state of action must
18ve impressed Sembiyan madevi,
he mother of Uttamachola, to be
nost affectionate with Rajaraja I.

A_ftcg the death of Uttama Chola,
Rajaraja became the ruler in 985
A.-D and ruled for nearly 29 years
- till 1014 A.D. He annexed
1eiehbouring countries such as
Chera and Pandia Nadu just after
‘oming to the throne. His prasasti
iays that he alsc conquered Ganga-

sadi, Tadihaippadi, Nulambappadi,. b

Vengi, Kollam and Elam. His king-
lom extended upto the Godavari in
he North, Sri Lanka in the South,
he Arabian Sea in the West, and the
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“Chola king who extended his king- temple seems

dom north of Tamil N:du .

He was a staunch Saivite. He is
called the Chola who discovered
the Tirumurai (Thirumuraikanda-
cholan), which isa collection of songs
on Lord Siva. But at the same time
he lavishly gave gifts to cther reli-

ious sects also. He is described
in the Larger Laiden Copper plates

as having endowed the- villages of the ardhamand

Anaimangelam for the maintenance

Nagapattinam.
Kundavai. is said to have built a
Jain temple at Rajarajapuram (now

nown as Dadapuram in South
Arcot District.)

The crowning achievement of his
rule is the construction of the Big
Temple at Thanjavur. To build this
temple he used wealth brought from
Malainadu, Pandinadu and Vengi.

of the important temn les in his king-
dotp to depute danselll’ses (Nattiyamg-
kalir), to Thanjavur. For their stay
he established separate quarters near
the termple. The ornaments and

TONZe images he and his family
meMbers donated to the temple are
elaborately described in the inscrig-

ticns engraved on the walls of the
temple,

This  magnificent temple is a
masterpiece among all the temple

BigTemple and the one a
‘Gangaikondacholpuran®  are 2
Cathedrals to a village Church*whe
ccmparing the smaller temples of th
same age. The counsecration of thi
to have taken plac
on the 275th day of ths twenty-fift
Year (1009-10) of Rajaraja’s i

according to inscriptions. The tctalhl

height of this temple is 196.5 feet,
while the height of the sanctum is
52 feet. This exceeds the height
of the Lingaraja temple at Bhuva-
neshwar, which is about 160 feet.

The axial structures, the Vimans,

runs a pillared clojster ~connecting
a number of sub-shrines, thirty-five
in all, placed at the cardinal points
and at Intetvals along the four sides.
There is a second gopura in front.

It formed the gateway of a second
outer enclosure,

hd Nadus and named them after
his kmgdom. He created a sense of
duty and unjty among his citizens by
allowing them to endow the temple
built by him lavishly. The temple
staff were made to be paid from the
treasuries of the villages and not by
theroyaltreasury,because hethought
that the villagers also  should

feel a sense of ownership i
¢ 1 he
temple. pint

" sources, the emergence O

OVERSEAS

CONTACTS OF
THE CHOLAS

A e A e

The Chola period from 10th
to 12th centuries may be consl-
dered as a period of econon:ilc
expansion and internaﬂqnal trade
activities. These centuries were a
period which witnessed the emer-
gence of new powers in other
parts of Asia too. For mstaii)ct;,
the Burmese at Pagan (1014A.D.), «
the Khmers in Ankor (950 A.Dé)(i A
the Sung dynasty in China ¢

e contem- ————t : t also
D) wggwseor?iv}?ifcﬁhtook keen within ":le tﬁhoslj:l oc;\l;l)l:; cli)l;teady
porary . over- organised the o
e o i com fon F st Poduts
:f:‘ss ‘t;l;ltering around Mediter- tChlfolgor;:o dal:‘cts ay be pushed
ranean region, the Middle East into the international markets.

ete. ; It may be mentioned in this

There are numerous refe- connection that the Chelas achiev-
ere

i i d a tremendous success in their
rences to_the 1pt?ma;1‘:onai) ftra:g: gve_rseas trado on account ol} ﬂlel
an for‘?lgnthdlplg oy ti{m and efficient role played by thl;e oc:
e r sls bge);?des in .the merchants‘as well as byt i'wa{
e nserit tions of South the inland trade was Institu lqnd
el A enrd to these lised. These merchants organise
India. ~ According f these various powerful, reglon_al, com-
mercial organisations which under

powers accelerated the maritime took the responsibility of trans-

. ‘it sian ;
ercial activities of A . al products into
coxl?xﬁlrics as also the international porting t};e lotcres. PThe regional
::o ding communities to travel the ;o?sta fens vere known as
ra \ ing thc market centre ¢
nnecting the -
across the Ocean co Asia nagaram and the commercial orga
eastern and western . nisations were known as samajan?.

According to Chinese souaces,
i ' as
h Indian ports were rate
§2}u<:od ports” and intensive trade to notefﬁci
activities were centering around ment o
orts.
he coromandi}l_ p
zommercial activities of the Chola {)l:)r'trs.task %
ports were administered and regu- thei

isa- nisations and .local assemblies.

DRr. S. GURUMURTHY
Department of Archaeology
University of Madras

by the Government oﬂ_icials. This
organisational set up in the har-
bours was mainly responsible for
the development and expansion
of trade activities across the seas.
The  levy of cesses on various
luxury articles brought to thdc
ports by foreign merchants ha

increased the revenue 'of the
Government to a considerable
extent. That is why the Cholas
paid special attention to the
improvement of ports and over-
seas contacts.

There were big and small
ports in the Chola territory. The
ports on the sea Coasts were
known as ‘Pattinam’ and those

i i inland as ‘erivirapattinam’. .

ier. it may be interesting on the lnla‘n : i am'.
Fun?lf;’t lttl:];reywere Govern- However, ‘pattinams’ were hand

als appointed to look ling the exports and imports.

inistrati the

he administrations of th
Uiy They were helped in
the merchant orga-

Among the Chola ports,
Kaverippumpattinam, Mgmalla-
puram, Nagappattinam, Visakap-

[fegh- . ; , i (near
farised by a set of trade orgdmrd The activities of the forcign mer- pattinam, Tiruvadandai  (

tions. These organi;atippi h
ly assumed administra wore Tomn
::lgrt]tn?onl {wer major trade centres the loeal people g

i ith Madras), Mylapore
tive chants and EY contraCtslar\ivsled Samhorzme), Tiruvotriyur, Cudda-

(Modern
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lore deserve mention as the
mentioned in their inscripti
coastal - and commercial

trading centres,

overseas trade contacts.
mstance Kaverippumpattinam
was flourishing as a major port
during the early Chola period and
Ifattinappalai givesa vivid descrip-
tion of the handling of cargo at
this port and the levies charged on
the cargo brought in by foreign
ships as also the duty put on
goods to be exported. These
goods were marked with the Chola
royal emblem, tiger. The excava-
tions conducted at this port site
confirmed what is said about it in
Pattinappalai. Remnants of a
warehouse, Roman pottery, lamp
etc. have been unearthed from the
site and they suggest that Kaverip-
pumpattinam was a flourishing
port during the Sangam age as
also in the subsequent periods.
Nagapattinam was the next im-
portant port and there were com-
mercial quarters in the city. The

Y are Vihara was built at this port city of Kulottunga I.
ons as for the use of the merchants frem

_ centres Sri Vijaya and other South East inai
having contacts with overseas Asianjcguntries. hola nge 8% Chol pattna

countries as well as with inland
There are both
archaeological and literary evi-
denqes to confirm the international
relations of the Cholas and their

Siar The Chola ins-
criptions give a detailed account
of the articles brought to this
port from distant countries, and
how they were exchanged for
gold and the articles of the Chola

For country. Rajaraja gifted lands

to the Buddhist Vihara at this

During the time of Rajendra the
relations between Sri Vijaya and
the Cholas were further cemented
and Sri Vijaya king made several
gifts of gold to Nagappattinam
Vihara. 1t js believed that these
glfts_were made to improve the
relations between the two powers.
But at the same time it is sur-
prising to note that Rajendra sent
a naval expedition to threaten
the Sri Vijaya king and to plunder
the .island. It may also be inte-
resting to note that the transac-
tions between the Sri Vijayas and
the Cholas were done through ex-
change of gold known as Chinak-
kan Kenn (Chinese gold) and
Undigaippon  This fact shows

that there was a large inflow of

inscriptions record that there were gold during this period.

merchants from different ports
of India such as Quilon,Kolhapur.

R e
Merchants from South East'
Asia made frequent Vvisits to
Nagapattinam during the reign
of Rajaraja and his son and
successor Rajendra. It was a
commercially oriented port with
an eye to develop overseas trade
contacts. It is well-known that
during Rajaraja’s time, a Buddhist
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another port receiving prod

The merchants from

The port city
was named after the king, as

The Cholas had established
commercial contacts with .many
foreign countries such as Sri
Vijaya, Cambodia, Java, China,
Burma, Ceylon etc. These con-
tacts are mentioned in their ins-
criptions. For example there
is a reference to a known

* king of Cambodia sending pre-

sentsto Rajendra-l1. The Cholas
during Rajaraja’s time had con-
trol over Ceylon and naturally
that would have improved thetr
commercial transactions with this
island. During the reign of Kulot-
tunga | attempts were made tO
establish contacts with Burma
and China. An inscription of the

Burmese king Kyanzittha of

Pagan (1077 A.D.) mentions the
desire of the king to establish
contacts with the Chola ruler.
Chinese records also confirm his
relations with them. A stone
inscription mentions the contacts
the Chinese had with the
Chola ports. Commodities such

as spices, drugs, ivory, coral, "

pearl, etc. were exported to China.
Chinese were very much inte-

rested in the silk produced in the
the Chola

kingdom. The Tamil

Chola territory went to foreign word for silk is Pattu and it is

countries in connection with their mentioned in the
business and earned a lot of too.

money. They were really wealthy by sil
as indicated by their endowments n'{ulberry trees,

made in the far off countries. To

inscriptions
It was the silk produced
k worms breeding on the
The Chola re-

h gion could have
citean example, a merchant from trees grown mulberry

the village Manigramam (near Chin

during that period and the
ese - records refer to the

Kaverippumpattinam) had made coloured silk threads. of the Chola

endowments to a temple built at kin

Takuapa.on the Malay penin-
sula. This temple was built by
the South Indian merchants for
th.cu' use, as the Nagapattinam
Vihara built for those from South
East Asia. This is yet another ins-

activities.

Visakhapattinam was

The traders (known as Anjuvan-
nattars) from that region were
active at the port during the time locally.

gdom. They seem to have

been produced near the modern
Pattukkottai
(Pattukkottai in Tamil may mean
centre for silk production). This
is well attested by the find of

Chinese coins in the vicinity of
tance to show how influential Pattukkottai. cinity ©

the Chola merchants were and from abo
. ; t
their status in the global trade to 10th cl::nu?:]y A.D.

near  Thanjavur

They "are dated
d century B.C.
But 1t

must also be noted that Chinese

and Egyptian sjlk of fine quality
yft ¥§re imported into South India.
ucts That suggests fine quality of
from the Malabar coastal areas. foreign merchandise had a ready
market in South India though the
same

goods, were produced

ROAD IMPROVEMENT
IN TAMILNADU

Thc Government of Tamil Nadu

As a second cross road link in
North South direction this will

The pilgrim centres such as

' Rameswaram, Ramanathapuram,
. Tiruchendur and Kanyakumari

lie in the Coastal region. The
very heavy pilgrim traffic to
Rameswaram all the year round

. from all over India nced anall

weather road.

Moreover, from the point of

 view of defence requirements, in

the wake of the current ethnic

 problem in Sri Lanka it should

" PROPOSALS FOR -

be necessary to develop the East -
Coast Road.

The approximate cost for im-
proving the entire stretch to
National Highways standards will
be about Rs. 53.00 crores for
single lane and Rs.” 91.50 crores
for double lane. The existing
stretch of East Coast road has got
a major section of the road low
lying and is in a very poor stan-
dard.

have requested the Government of relieve the traffic congestion in the

India for the inclusion of a num-
ber of important roads in the
State into National Highways.
One such jmportant road link is
the East Coast Road from Madras
to Kanyakumari comprising of
various stretches of State roads of
different  nomenclature passing
through the Districts of Chingleput,
Thanjavur, Pudukottai, Ramnad,
Tirunelveli and Kanyakumari. The
total length is about 773.20 kilo-
metres in which the improvements
are to be carried out for 719.95
kilometers.

The Government of Tamil Nadu
have been pressing with the
Government of India to Classify
about 16 roads in Tamil Nadu as
National Highways, and the East
Coast Road to a length of about
720 Kms. is the first among the
16 roads. There is an imminent
necessity to classify the East Coast
Road as National Highway and
improve the same.

When improved the National
Highway will form a connecting
link between National Highways-5
(Madras-Calcutta Road) and Na-
tional Highway-47 (Salem Cochin
Kanyakumari Road).

This will form the shortest link
connecting Madras and Kanya-
kumari,

other National Highway (Madras,
Trichy, Dindigul, Madurai, Tiru-
nelveli, Kanyakumari Road) to a
great extent.

The road passes through the
cyclone-prone districts of chingleput
South Arcot and Thanjavur and the
drought prone districts cf Puduk-
kottai, Ramanathapuram, Tirunel-
veli and Kanyakumari. The road
section in the district of Chingle-
put, Thanjavur and South Arcot
gets badly damaged a.nd even sub-
merged during rainy  seasons
causing considerable dislocation to

Sofar in the IV Plan 38 bridge
works have been completed under
E&I scheme at a cost of Rs. 392
lakhs with a Government of
India assistance of Rs. 261 lakhs.
Under the VI Plan Government
of India have accorded under the
E&I scheme approval for impro-
ving a length of about 68.4 Kmas.
of road and constructing 17
bridges at a cost of Rs_300 lakhs
with a Government of India loan
assistance of Rs. 150 lakhs. Consi-
dering the huge cost of the
improvements, the loan assistance
now being sanctioned by the.

traffic and agricultural operations. Government of . India is very
In the drought prone districts of meagre. If this is to be taken as

Ramanathapuram and Tirunelveli,
the major industry is the manu-
facture of salt, Another major indus-
try of the coastal area is fishing
and for an effective and timely
transport of these, it is necessary to
have a reliable and all weather
road in the East Coast.

Further, there are two major har-
bours viz., Madras and Tuticorin,
two ports viz, Cuddalore and
Nagapatinam and some fishing
harbours like Valinokkam along
the stretch of East Coast Road. For
the full exploitation of the available
facilities in these harbours and
ports a pucca highway is very

essential.

the basis of assistance for
subseqent plans also it will take
many more years to achieve the
aim, not to speak of the escala-
tion in the intervening years. The
State Government also is notin a
position to finance such a huge
project from its own resources.
The only solution is to classify
the stretch as National Highway
and improve the same.

(Note given by Hon'ble
Minister for Backward classes
Thirm M. R. Govendan, to
Hon’ble Union Minister for
Shipping & Transport Thira

Veerendra Patil on 24th
September 1984 at New Delhl.)
2



Narikuravas or Kuruvikarans, a nomadi
backward group, are seen scattered in diﬂ‘ergn:
parts of Madras City and one such small hamlet
comprising of forty families in Thiruvanmaiyur
Adyar, is quite fortunate and lucky since the
Shram_nk Vidyapeeth Institute, ( a sub unit under
the‘ Directorate of Non-ormal and Adult Edu-
cation) and the Department of Museums Jointly
organised a short intensive course in taxidermy
for he]pmg_them know the scientific techniques
of stuffing birds and small animals.

The Narikuravas are a simple and
folk. They' are active whethert.hcyl:ue in thec:gﬁge
fgrest or m their huts, tending to the bread-win!-r
ning d\mes.’!‘hey are primarily hunters, With their
muzzle-loading 8uns they never miss their aim and
are very sharp in hitting their prey. They own
several indigenenoug traps and nets to catch small]

Thiru N. Devasahayam

AND
Thiru P. Jawahar

Curators, Govt, Museums, Madras

birds and rodents in the forests, gro i
slopes. Among them a few are en,gieg‘ilisozﬁ:c}t?rlllg
waste paper scattered in the streets and house
;f;lmpounds and they mgke their livelihood by this,
: ey tend poultry and Piggery which are consumed

y themselves as wel] a5 other. The women are also
active and are experts in artistic bead work and
they sell beads, needles, Flastic utensils etc. on the
pavements.. Thus, the narikuravar’s daily income
1s not so bright to meet their daily needs; however
they are contended and satisfied. ’

Since hunting is the chief sourc

w8 gy ag by .

e of income,

e

area in the forest. Animals like mongoose with
elongated thin head while moving or running
forward get the head entangled in the noose and
struggle to escape. A very conspicuous but heavy
W trap of the narikuravas is a framed and folding
& type (13°x3’’) each frame carrying theree to five

| nylon nooses in them. Twelve to twenty such frames
B are connected together and they can be spread
out to cover sixty to eithty feet in a forest area.
Small hopping birds such as quails and partirdges
! when they jump and run about, their legs or their
- heads get stuck up in the noose or knot and thus
. they are caught alive.

IDAPEETHVAR

Thus ,the Narikuravas are able to hunt these
E small rodents and birds, not only for food but
ralso to produce stuffed specimens for decorative
purposes, by making use of the skin, horn etc.
How sver much they do in stuffing the dead animals
and birds and in trying to give a life-like appearance
to them, these preducts are not up to the expec-
tations and their finish is not up to the mark to
fetch good prices in the market. Such ill-stuffed
birds and animals in course of time loose their
hair, their shape and tontour. '
P With an idea of improving the economy of
narikuraves and to help them to produce good
stuffed animals based on_scientific methods and
knowledge, an intensive training-cum-camp in
taxidermy or stuffing was organised jointly by
the Shramik Vidyapeeth and the Madras Govern-
ment Museum, for the first thrree days in Septem-
ber, 83 in the Narikuravas Colony in Thiruvanmai-
yur, Adyar, Madras. The “BEL” organisation
which has been working for the upliftment of the
narikuravas also assisted in putting up a temgporary
pandal in the colony and managed to bring about
two dozen narikurava men and women to attend
the camp. The trainees were very eager to learn
the various stages and techniquesin taxidermy in a
scientific way. Instead of killing the prey by wring-
ing the neck which is cruel, they were taught how
todo the same in a delicate way by using'chemicals,
where an insertion is to be made on the ventral
side by using scissors cr knife,how to remove the
skin from the flesh, and to know which are the
bones that are to be retained, how to prepare the
artificial body with jute and cotton, how to prepare
the arsenic paste, how to support the body with
iron rods, how to fix artificial eyes, how to give
final touches to get the life appearance etc. etc.
All this they were taught graduvally by dzmonstra-
ting with actual specimens- a squirrel and a cat.
On the third day, the narikurava trainees them-
selves tried to do the stuffing of squirrels and  they
succeeded finally. Thus progressive steps have been
effectively taken to improve the quality o their
art work and widen their prospects.

A few objects such as the tecth of jackals,
beads and bead work, traps and nets eto. were
collected from the narikuravas and would be on
display in a special exhibition in the Government
Muscum, in due course. . ‘e

let us briefly look intc the different types of traps
and nets which they use in their hunting operations.
One such net-cum-trap to catch their jackals and
the cats, is quite interesting. It is just like the
bamboo fish trap commonly used by the villagers
and peasants, but there it is composed of threads
netted together, nearly twenty feet in length with
a broad trumpet-like opening attached to a cir-
cular bamboo frame work. The narikuravas will
hide close to the distal end of the net and start
howling like jackals. Onhearing the voice of their
fellow-jackal, the other jackals will rush towards
the trumpet-shaped entrance and to be tempted
to enter in. Once they euter, they are unable to
find their exit and meanwhile the narikuravas will
run towards the net and catch the jack?.ls. The
second type of trap which they use in just like what
we use in our homes for catching the rats. It is a
box-like cage and it is covered on all sides by thin
but strong iron rods with short and accurate trap- -
ping mechanism inside. This is light and handy
and the narikuravas keep it on the compound walls
of houses or by the cide of bushes gm_i trees for
catching squirrels. The speciality of this indigenous
trap is the spring which they use inside for qu!ck
2ction which is the common and same one which
we use in oui cycles for parking.

Yet another interesting trap is guite simple
and is of folding type and is easily held m_tb.e hand
It is composed of a fong thin nail of an iron Wirc,.
the head being provided with a nylon noose and
the other end pointed, suitable to be planted in the
ground. Such ‘nails numbering about twelve are
Jointly connected by a common thread, to form &
trap, which,is conveniently spread around bushy
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Tamil Nadu Newsprint and

- Papers Limited has been promoted
- by the Government of Tamil Nadu to
implement the prestigious project
of manufacturing newsprint and
printing and writing paper using as
its main raw materials sugar cane
bagasse which is at
burnt in the sugar mills. The plant
is being established at Pugalur in the

industriz’ly backward Karur taluk
of Tiruchirapalli district. It is af

Rs.195 crore project, half of which
is financed by the World Bank. The
Company was incorporated in April

1979 and commenced its business in

May 1979. The Project took off in
September 1981,

At optimum
level, the mill is designed to manufac-
ture 50,000 tonnes per annum of
newsprint and 40,000 tonnes of
printing and writing paper  with
flexibility to produce any interme-
diary combinations of thjs product

mix to meet market and operational
exigencies.

production

The Salient features of the
project which is in the final stages of
mplementation are-

Land requirement 700 acres
(approx.)
Water requirement 25 mgd.
Power requirement 30 MVA
Bagasse requirement 4 lakh
tonnes p.a.
Wood requirement 70,000
tonnes p.a.
3.4 lakh
tonnes p.a.

Coal requirement

The implementation of thjs project

is in the final stage and the following
is the status as on date:—

1) An expenditure of nearly Rs.
150 crore: has been incurred;

present .

w Qi |
p i

YSAPT-63D117.

Tonil Kaclu Ne st

and zzsp”;ged

ii)

iii)

iv)

v)

vi)

S

TAMIL NADU

NEWS PRINT AND PAPERS-
THE PRESTIGIOUS PROUEC

Contracts for all major imported
and indigenous plant and
machinery have been placed;

The entire land for the project
has been acquired ;

Civil construction work is
nearly over;

Erection of Paper Machine,
Power Boiler, Water Treatment
Plant, Effluent Treatment plants

and Electrical Substations is

in the final stages of comple-
tion.

Necessary agreements have
been entered into with appro-
priate -authorities for meeting
in full the requirements ofwater,

- v )
Rl FT I
- .

o ]";H‘-q -‘ h'.lm_'

power, bagasse, wood and coal.

vii) Railway siding has been com-
missioned and already coal rakes
have started moving to the
site.

viii) Erection of boilers at the Sugar
Mills is also going on as sche-
duled.

The  Project will provide
direct employment to about 1‘,200
personnel besides giving indirect
employment to about 5,000.

TNPL will help the country
to save foreign exchange to the tune
of Rs.40 crore annually by avoiding

import of newsprint, the demand

for which is growing at 8 9/ per annum
besides bridging the gap between
demand and supply for newsprint.
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SPECIAL COVER

SUBRAMANIA SIVA

Subramania~ Siva, a revoluti-

yas born at

freedom-fighter, was bor, t

ovl;iglaxl'(undu in Mad;)lcr:xl gxssi

rict on the 4th of Octo KT o the
He devoted his whole life t

‘cause of the freedom of India and

i from

bellious freedom-fighter i
;?sayl(-;uh he mace great sa::;‘)‘ﬁg:;
He participated in many s : ng:pri-
and he underwent rigorous mpri-
sonment many timcs. His ple e
ful oratory roused the peop heirs

he was charged by the Bl

rulers with instigating violence.

iate of

Siva was a close associate
the lgvre:at freedom ﬁghters' \:h l()
Chidambasam Pillai and Bhra ﬁar
After listening to Siva sb o:i
speeches,  Bharathicr gms'ra"_
Siva saying ‘O! my Heroic Siveji .

iva played an active role along
wigxwav?O-yC. and Bharathiar 1n

B N “ -‘!'{U” !'.\IEL
HET WAE
SUTRAMANIA SIVA
81! CENTENARY
A-10-84

' d
© PAUPARAPATTI

SPECIAL ¢

';'Su;'}%\.:\‘e;:‘ﬁ

[N
Y SR S

-FIGHTER
A REVOLUTIONARY FREEDOM FIGHTE

i solutioris
i menting  the reso s
gzg:d at the Surat Congress Conf
ference under the Presidentship o
Tilak.

V.0.C. and Siva were
arrzst,ttfin by the Collector :)({
Thirunelveli, there was vyldc-:lpr?he
agitation in Thirunelveli an the
police resorted to shooting anthe
persons dicd on the spot when

- police opened fire. :

i sen-
. V. O. Chidambaranar Wwas
«enced to Exile and Siva wz:
sentenczd to 10-year rigoro
imprisonment.

i sed afler

When Siva was released &
his jail life, he went to tpgd?is;
and setiled at Mylapore wllll is
family. When he was in jail he go
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He edited various journals
known as ‘Swarajyam’, Gnana-
bhanu ‘Prapancha Mitran’, and
‘Inthia Thesanthri’. He was a great
lover of Tamil.

This gréat freedom — fighter
passed away on 23rd July 1925.

His birth centenary is celebrated
by the grateful people and a
commemoration stamp has been
released in honour of Siva.

A commemoration stamp in
honour of the great freedom figh-
ter Subramania Siva was released
at Vathalakundu, the place of his
birth ia connection with the cele-
bration of his birth centenary.
The Director of posts and
Telegraphs, Madurai Thiru Jaya-

raman released the stamp. Thiru
Kumari Anandan M. L. A, Tmt.
A. 8. Ponnamma] M. L. A, and
Madurai Subramani Siva, the grarnd
son of Siva, received the spe-
cial Stamp with the figure of
Subramapia Siva, At the function,
a portreit  of Subramania Siva,
peserted by the Tamil Nadu
Government was unveiled.

In connection with the birth
centenary of the rcvolutionary free-
dom fighter Subramania Siva, there

was a procession on the 4th of

October 1954 at Pauparapatti in
Dharmapuri District from Desa
bandu Ashram to the grave of
Subramania Siva. Thiru R. Subba
Rao, a freedom fighter, led the

" procession participated by-N.C.C.,

the Scouts. students and women.
A wreath was placed on the
grave "and the pcople peid homage
to Siva.

In the evening, the birth cente-
nary of Subramania Siva was
celebrated = at the Government
Higher Sccondary Scheol, Paupara-
patti.  The District Col'ector of
Dharmapuri Thiru V. Manivannan,
I.A.S.,presided. Special Postal cover
was released in horour of the great
leader by Postal Superintendent.
Thiru K. Selvaraj, Thiru Sabapathy
Sharma, . the scn  of Siva’s
brother, and the Collector Thiru
Manivannan, LA S.. received the
special postal covers. Thiru 8.
Theettaraman M.L.A.,” and Thiru
K. Samarasam M L A., partic;pated.
in the furction ard addressed the
audience paying rich tributes to
Subramaniya Siva.

With

Chandrika Products -

(Manufacturers of Chandyika Ayurvedic Toilet Soap)

Head Office :

the best

' ammes launched by the newly consti- :
comp"m'nt‘ f;?e%r 'I‘amcils lgeVelopment Culture Depart- demonstyation by Dr. Padma s“!’“!fmm.f‘.g
ment headed by Dr. Avvai Natarajafl a5 o5 «Tapij} Traditional Aesthetics ke
Secretary. It'is meant to bring to the attet”  programme was inaugurated by the Arar
tion of the general public the = aspects of Minister for Education, Thiru C. nga-
Tamil culture in an entertaining form. Each nayagam Dr. Avvai Natarajan, Secretary;
-programme will consist of a lecture followed Tamil = Development-Culture Dcpairtmen
from: by a visual presentation (by way of demons- uyonn g the  pathering. In her lecture,

Branch .

" across centuries,

To seek the roots
of our art and culture
.that inspire worship—
an art wafting greatness

a culture resplendgn_t

with sublime . tradition—

to enshrine in our hearts

this art, this culture,

uniquely ours’

It's thi_g the PANORAMA endeavours.

This expresses the theme of a series of

tration or slide shows) of the important
points touched upon in the lecture. Th;
programmes will range from music an
dance to theatrc arts and literature. The
constituent departments of Tamil Devglop-
ment-Culture Department would contribute
the programmes which would all be ams;
ged in the Museum Theatre and would
open -to the public. .

The first programme in the serics Wwas
launched on 26th Sept; 1984 with a lecture

Dr. Padma Subramaniam traced the con-
cept of aesthetics as expounded in the
ancient Tamil texts like Tbolkappiam”,
Kurunthogai, Kamba Ramayanam and
Kuravanji” and wherever necessary, demons-
trated points made by her and this kept
the audience spellbound throughout.

'COIMBATORE
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the United
Nations

lt is not strange but significant, that so
soon after the flare-up on the bank of the Nile
and the desert-land adjoining Israel, we are
celebrating the United Nations Day, deter-
nining not only ko stand by that institution
but to seek strength and support for it, because
an insti.ution with noble ideals, cannot be
judged or measured by the failures that beset
it, but by the spirit underlying it and the faith
generated through it. True, the U.N.O. was
not able to prevent the clash between the
U.A.R. and Israel, just as it is powerless to
end the Viet-Nam War,

Insgances to prove the ineffectiveness of the
UN.O can be and are quoted-sometimes
with glee and at other times with agony-but
it is important to note, that whenever there is a
conflict or a clash, an aggression or animosity,
people all over the World think about the
U.N.O.—a remarkable fact-for that goes 10
show that, that institution kindles in the heart
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of the people of many a country, hope and
confidence. They look to it, as the champion,
the only champion of peace and concord, as
the only available machinery for putting an
end to war and aggression.

The very anger and remorse that many
exhibit at the failings of the U.N.O are the
greatest tributes that can be paid to this insti-
tution, the UN.O. It means, that the World
wants an institution to prevent war and estab-
lish peace, to end aggression and ensure justice-
to put a halt to the march of the oppressor.
It is because of this high hope, that we get
anger and remorse when we find the U.N.O.
unable to deliver the goods. We are celebrating
the United Nations Day, to make it strong by
strengthening our own conviction about the
imperative necessity for world peace and
concord. An uncut diamond is still a dia-

mond, just as a harp without the player is
still a harp.

The U.N.O. is the one organisation we
possess with a noble ideal and its failing or

- weakness does not and cannot minimise its

necessity or importance. On the other hand
one should stand in veneration at the sight of
this institution pleading and planning for peace-
surrounded as it is by countries with combusti,
ble thoughts and nuclear weapons, countries

MR R
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with-cqvetous eye and the aggressive instinct,
countries that are still adopting either cajolery
or threat to enslave other countries.

It is in a world, full of armaments and
march-pasts, generals and diplomats, A-
Bombs and H-Bombs, that this institution, the
U.N.O is functioning and like all Messiahs in
strange and savage lands. it is being harassedand
humbled, defied and denounced-and yet-and
that is significant-it persistsin its effort to tame
the savage, to pacify the furious and to bridle

the avaricious and show them the path of
peace and justice. It has not succeeded in all
its attempts. There are countries that treat
it with contempt—South Africa, Rhodesia and
Portugal—the United Nations refuses to re-
treat, and with hope and confidence appeals
to “the nobility. inherent in the human mind
and with a rare missionary zeal, holds aloft

the banner of world peace for the past twenty-
two years.

People with no vision would certainly
have pooh-poohed the very idea of an organi-

N . A

sation for world peace, when the U.N.O. was
first inaugurated—for the sad history of the
rise and fall of the League of Nations was
still lingering. It is almost amazing that, in
spite of the failure of the League of Nations,

men endowed with sobriety and spirituality, -

met to organise the UN.O in a world torn
by the Segond World War-it was planted al-
most on the ruins and ashes of the very many
capitals of various countries. The dead_and
the living-dead, the crippled and the maimed,
the blind and the desolate-it was with such a
background that it emerged forth.

Nothing but a robust faith in the ultimate
success of justice could have given them that
courage and vision to launch upon this scht;me-
it was almost like undertaking a perilous
voyage in a stormy sea, with no better means
than the wreckage of a ship. And this ship
has been on the sea, for twenty-two Yyears,
braving the waves and currents, infusing
hope and solace to those in need of succour.
Assessment hence should be made, after taking
into account, the odds against this institution,
against the general apathy around it and then
alone one could find out the correct estymate.

’
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In a world wherein countries were expect-
ed to be always in preparation either to attack
or repel onslaughts, ready to send its emissaries
along with spies, arrange lavish receptions at
capitals while shattering the borders, in such a
world, one finds to-day that massive building
from where the flags of more than a hundred
countries fly side by side, acclaimed with equal
honhour, anrouncing to the world that they

are differenct countries but belong to one
world, that they have separate existence but

H - for a common objective, that they have riches

and strength of various dimensions to be

pooled together for the common good, that

they are partners in the noble task of bettering
the world as a whole to recognise and respect
one another, to create and cultivate fricndsl;ip
and comradeship, to abhor war and practise

i peace, so that the individual energy of the

various countries might be blended for the
common and noble task of making man lead a
fuller and happier life, freed from fear and
famine, pestilence and ignorance, violence and

8 vandalism-in short to give man what is his due-

his dignity as human being.

For, who but the aggressor makes beast
out of man, desert out of orchards, ruins out
of cities, poverty amidst plenty. The purpose
of the U.N. is to be always on the lookout for
such an aggressor-for he is a wily person, capa-
ble of changing his shape and tongue-and the
U.N. should be always vigilant to detect him,
expose him and with the comblped strength
and good-will of others, de}er him from l}ls
attempt. Not an easy job indeed beset with
many a danger, a job that demands strength
and sacrifice-and the twenty-two years of its
life, has shown that there are enough doughty
warriors to carry on this crusade-in spite of
failures, in spite of sarcasm and contempt-
and it has given hope to many a noble soul.

. The Late Pope John has declared- with
warmth, It is our earnest wish that the U.N.O
in its structure and in its means, may become
even more equal to the magnitude and nobi-
lity of its tasks and that a day may come when
every human being will find therein an effective
safeguard for the rights which derive directly
from his dignity as a person.”

War is, a negation of human values.
Saints and Statesmen, Poets and Pastors, and
above all commanders of victorious armies
have been condemning war as the manifesta-
tion of depravity and a denial of the dignity
of man, and yet war followed war, because
there was no better forum than the battle field;
no better argument than the bursting of shells
to resolve a dispute, settle an issue and main-
tain a right.
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The United Nations Organisation is the
forum for settling disputes without war
through discussion, enunciation and action.
Delegates from member countries discuss the
issues which divide them laying their case before
the world and, instead of butchering men,
attempt to argue their point.

_The UN.O enunciates the principle,
which member-states are expected to follow
i’ their relationship with other states.

The U.N.O also sends forth peace markers
to help settle disputes. The fact that member-
states have accepted this process for the settle-
ment of dispute, is by itself a historic achieve-
ment, for it shows that states are prepared to
accept, at any rate in principle, that war should
be out-lawed.

Lack of sincerity, influence of powerful
blocs, delay and lack of determination, often-
times mar this process and ignite war, but this
will be minimised to the utmost degree, if and
when the U.N. is strengthened, if people all
over the world stand by its principles and
make their states champion the cause of
peace. To-day’s celebration is an appeal
addressed to one and all to stand by and streng-
then the U.N.—for as the illustrious Dr.
Radhakrishnan has pointed out: “The U.N.O
hopes to supply that soul or that conscience to
the world community which is emerging.”

But for the U.N.O to become effective to
prevent war and banish injustice, “it should
become the eye that does not slumber, an eye
that is everywhere watchful and attentive” as
Woodrow Wilson once declared.

To argue that since the U.N.O is feeble
in strength it need not be maintained, is to
blind that eye too and grope in darkness and
court disaster and what better authority than
Mr. Eisenhower, former President of the
United States, is needed to point out the neces-
sity for United . Nations ? Says that great
victor, “If the United Nations once admits
that international disputes can be settled by
using force, then we will have destroyed the
very foundations of the organisation and our
best hope of establishing world-order—that
would be disaster for all.”

Though conscious of the inherent and
imported defects in it, Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, remained one of the stoutest cham-
pions of the United Nations and declared, “if
any attempt is made to change the essential
nature of the United Nations, it will not lead
to another.or a more powerful organisation
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which can work for peace. It would only
mean the break-up of something that is actually
and potentially valuable, with nothing to take
its place.”

That is why thoughtful men appeal to all
to strengthen this organisation and make it an
instrument of authority and power in the affairs
of the world and not to leave the world to be
devastated by this war-monger, for as the
Secretary-General of the United Nations
U-Thant, says, “No Nation however powerful

and wealthy is now-a-days sufficient unto
itsclf.”

Many a country has now realised that it
cannot remain in splendid isolation or on the
top of the ruins of other countries, it can re-
main only along with other countries, accept-

ing and practising the principle of brother-
hood of man.

Weak as it is, the United Nations has been
successful in averting war on many a front,
in localising conflicts, in speeding up the
process of peace and in setting up posts for
cooling and softening of the inflamed countries.
Alqng the lines between Israel and Lebanon,
Syria a_nfl Jordan, the United Nations -Truce
Supervision Organisation has been keeping
watch ever since 1949. The peace keeping
force in Cyprus-4000 strong-has maintained
order between Greek and' Turkish Cypriots
since 1964. We have the military observers
group along the cease-fire line in Kashmir.

~ Thus it will be seen that this institutiow
is step by step proving its worth and rightly
claims the loyalty of all sensible persons.
The passage of years. has served to illustrate
that the United Nations with the support of
its member states, is the best system of Inter-
national co-operation that man has yet devised
for using his immense skill and resources in
the cause of peace.

~ While the preventive power of this institu-
tion evokes our support, its curative power,
through its various units, for health and edu-

cation, human rights and freedom, has endear-
ed it to us.

To countries far and near, come teams of
experts in all walks of life, to help and guide,
assist and enrich, nations that are not endowed
with enough resources. The United Nations
team cap be found wherever there is need,
regu_iy to offer its helping hand, to alleviate,
mitigate and cradicate human suffering, whe-
ther of the body or the mind, ready to coax

nature to yeild its riches to people who are -
poor, to instil courage to the docile, hope to . . _

the weak and~humanity to all.

i ' | iastic about
Even those who are not enthusiastic ab
the United Nations in its peace-finding ml§SlO:l.
do applaud its role in the sphere of catenng {0
the needs of the under-developed and develop-
ing countries.

- ’ » he
We have been continuously supporting t
United Nations, in all its efforts, though son}el;
times we were not satisfied to the fullest wit

" jts performances, for as Jawaharlal Nehru has

% “We do realise that, if the United
ﬂﬁtigﬁs i:v vjeak,- it is because we are w‘ea'k_--
nations are weak—weak in their conviction,
weak in their sincerity.” Our will and & !
alone can give the life-force for this ho%e of
mankind—the citadel of world Justw;t :n_ \::;
in thi se to strengthen
Ianntlht;sd coNl;%'tg\'s!dol-?::geq this celebration!
Hence this appeal ! -

Ve, W B we - W

o
" Help people understand the U'mted',
,Nations.p Once the entire back-ground history

" and construction of this institution is placed

before the people, 1 have no doubt in my mind
that all would rally round this |nstltut}on.and ,
the principle enshrined in it and greet it as the .
greatest gift to humanity, the lonely, but not
beaten missionary dpr.opag.artmg peace and
justice, concord and happiness, the ideal of
International Justice and the far-distant but
unassailable ideal of one world. To us Tami- -
lians, this was the ideal taught more than two
thousand years ago when our poct 198,
“yaadum Voore! Yavarum Kelir!” (wrE
oGy wawd Gsef). “All are our coun-

" tries: the entire humanity is our kith and kin -

Let us therefore stand by this institution and .

help in the realisation of that ideal wlmhis

our heritage. » S

' — Radio Talk -
on: 23.10.1967
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Nez;rly 20,000 State Government Em-
ployees in North Arcot District signed a
pledge not to press any of their usual demands
but to dedicate themselves to make the
family welfare programme a success and also
to obeserve 1985 as a childless year.

The Government of Tqmil Nadu has
launched a three-year special programme
involving Rs. 150 crores for the e_conomxg
and social development of Adi-Dravidas an
Scheduled Tribes.

A Survey shows that children with
8 night blindness and other deformities have
§ been cured after regularly taking nutritious
noon meal provided by the Tamil Nadu
Government, according to Hon’ble Minister
for Health Dr. H.V. Hande.

Thiru C. Aranganayagam, Hon’ble
B Minister for Education gave away the State

Awards to 104 primary school teachers and |

104 secondary school teachers for theil;
distinguished service on the occasion 0
Teacher’s Day Celebrations.

An endowment for Rs. 35,000 created -

in the name of the Hon’ble Chief Minister
Dr. M.G.R. on behalf of the people of Salem
was inaugurated by His Execellency Vice-
President of India Thiru R. Venkataraman
on 5th September.

— ~——-A  Rs. 5-lakh com in i
) : puter inf
ggit]enrg n;wll be ip;mued at the entran&m;?'nt(l)\l;
ara  Library, Madras to
a:.:}l:gr tobknl?w within a few eg;t:)lgdi
€ther a book is available i i
which section. If the book has bz::: tl:k:g’l;;
tsl(;;n;a r?)teherf mtg;]mbtl::r, all particulars such as
o € dorrower, when j
taken and the date of return Wi?lnt;t: suwas
lied by the computer. The library will arl,g

have a Rs. l7-1akh . e ;
preserving old books, | C UM unit for

The centrally-sponsored self-employment
schemehfor the educated }mempl.oyed yg.ust;\
will continue to be operative during 198 5,
according to a communication received by
the Tamil Nadu Government from the centre-

.. The Government of Tamil N.

decided to create a welfare fiund fo:'l q“;ehal;?if
litation of the victims of moral exploitation™
and to provide financial assistance to those
discharged from protective homes,

Tamil Nadu’s Seveénth Plan outlay will
be more than Rs. 7,000 crores ,nearly double
the size of the 6th Five Year Plan, accord-
ing to Hon’ble Minister for Finance Dr.V.R.
Nedunchezhian. :

_The Government  of Tamil Nadu have |

decided to fset apart Rs. 17 lakhs
encourage film producers and drama t
to propagate the small family norm,r(:;ﬁfgs

the planned family concept
: on t
theme of their prOdUCtiOIi‘l)S. e centnl'al

for prizes to

The Government of Tamil Nadu,

have sanctioned Rs. 1.73 croresfor undertaking |

ascheme to prevent foot-and-mouth disease
among cattle and goats.

period between 1984 and 1991.

The low power television transmitter,
the 136th in the Country and 5th in Tamil
Nadu was commissioned in Kumbakonam on
22nd ~September. Switching on the T.V.
Centre, Thiru A.A. Rahim, Minister of
State for External Affairs, claimed that ‘85
perceat of the people of Tamil Nadu would
benefit with commissioning shortly of the
sixth T.V. relay at Neyveli.

i

Innoculation of the §
animals will be taken up in five stagesin the

" EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY THE DIRECTOR OF INFURMATION AND PUBLIC RELATIONS, GOVERNMENT
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_ from many parts of the world.

Prime Minister

Tmt. Indira Gandhi, the beloved

Prime Minister of India and the revered
leader and mother of millions was shot
dead at her official residence, by two of
her security guards, the mad and mis-
guided killers who had plotted this das-
tardly and barbarous assassination.

Both the assailants, constable Satwant
Singh of the Second Battalion of the
Delhi Armed Police and Sub-Inspector
Beant Singh of the security branch of
the Delhi Police, were shot at by the
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) commandos
while they were trying to run away
minutes after they gunned down _the
Prime Minister under shower of bullets
while she was on her way to her office
from her residence.

The incident occurred around
9020 a.m. on the 3Ist October of 1984.
the blackest day in the history of India.

A 12-day State mourning Wwas
declared for Tmt. Indira Gandhi.

The most grim political assasi-
nation since the killing of Mahatma
Gandhi sent India into stunned agony.

The removal from the national scene
of the leader with the largest following
by violence has shocked the people and
politicians.

The fact that the shots were
triggered by the very men who were
entrusted with her security was an added

- cause of concern, sorrow and shame.

The country has lost a powerfal
Prime Minister and the Non-Aligned
Movement and world peace have been
deprived of a doughty champion by her
death. This was echoed in grief voiced
by every section in this country

@ndira)
A

= od

THE CENTRAL CABINET MOURNS:

Thiru Rajiv Gandhi was sworn in the new
Prime Minister of India on 31st October 1984.

The swearing-in ceremony took place at
the Ashoka Hall of Rashtrapati Bhavan. Pre-
sident Zail Singh administered the oath of Office
and secrecy soon after he had returned to Delhi

from his official visit to Mauritius and North
Yemen.

The first meeting of the new Cabinet, pre-
sided over by Thiru Rajiv Gandhi, was held
immediately after the swearing-in. It adopted
a condolence resolution placing on record its
profound sense of grief at the tragic death of

the great leader and Prime Minister, Tmt.
Indira Gandhi,

It said: “The entire nation feels orphaned
at the loss of this indefatigable fighter for the
c;o‘untry’s integrity and unity.

“In her death, the Non-aligned movement

has lost a great steward and the country a great
statesman.

~"'She led the nation through the most
dlﬁicult.‘ years of crisis and external aggression
and built up a united and economically strong

nation which has become a model of self-
rehance.

“While offering our respectful tributes to
the memory of a gre ' departed leader, we ple-
dge_ ourselves to continue the great work of
nation-building which she carried on till her
lqst moment. Tmt.Indira Gandhi lived and
died for the integrity and unity of India and we
call upon the entire nation to maintain peace,
communal harmonv and unity"'.
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The Greatest
Woman

Leader of
Mankind

~ “On this saddest day of my
life, I speak to you when I am
totally overtaken by the dark
cloud of cruel fate. I have lost
my dearest friend. We have all
lost one of the greatest leaders
our country has ever produced,
and the world has lost a harbin- /S
ger of peace who was undoubtedly /8

the greatest woman leader of |{
mankind.

Let our grief not colour our
good sense and maturity both as
individuals and a nation. The
§tability of the nation cannot be
Jeopardised by a handful of sub-
human assassins.”

His Excellency the
President of India

THIRU ZAIL SINGH

N SR R R S 1R R e i a

NATION ORPHANED

It is an irreparable loss suffered by the

country and it can be mitigated to some
extent if the people remained disciplined and
duty-conscious. The entire nation feels
orphaned™. \

Hon’ble Finance Minister

Dr. V. R. NEDUNCHEZHIAN

e

‘Combat

Secessionism’

TS

. Let us pay pomage to the Prime Minister,
Ir?dxra Gandhi, by com bating secessionism and
violence and promo-ting communal harmony

- for which she had'worked till her very last

breath.

The grief that the nation now suffers
should be turned into a dedication to carry
forward the crusade for national integration
and communal harmony for which our beloved
leader worked till the very last breath of her
life.”’

His Excellency the Vice-President
Thiru R. VENKATARAMAN

1T AR TR i d, e o e

¥ A CHALLENGE TO
'CIVILIZED CONDUCT

s
’d

™ “The best way of paying homage to the
late Prime Minister Tmt. Indira Gandhi will
be to strengthen the Nation’s collective will
to condemn violence and disunity. Tmt.
Indira Gandhi now joins those who, by the

example of their lives and buy the manner

of their dying, remind of the challenges posed
by the forces of violence to civilized human
conduct™

His Excellency the Governor

Thiru S L. KHURANA

ar

W orld leaders joined com-
moners of India in laying wreaths
on the body and paying homage
to assassinated Prime Minister
Tmt. Indira Gandhi and paid
touching tributes to one of the
third world’s most outstanding
leaders.

Soviet Prime Minister Nik-
holai Tickhonov and hosts of
Heads of State and Government
and friends of the Late Prime Mini-
ster Indira Gandhi from across
the continent stood solemnlybefore
her mortal remains at the Teen
Murti House, where it was lying-
in-state.

In emotive references to her
Jeadership, not only of India but
the entire third world, the leaders
said she strove throughout her
life for peace, justice and progress.
They shared India’s loss and hoped
the country would complete the
unfinished task left by her.

Among the leaders who filed
past the body of Tmt.Gandhi were
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat,
Sri Lanka President J.R.Jayewar-
dene, former Sri Lanka Prime
Minister Tmt.Sirimavo Bandara-
naike, Yugoslav President V.Djur-
anavic, Prince Claus of the Nether-
lands and King of Bhutan, Jigme
Singye Wanchuk.

Arafat Wept:

Arafat, whose fight for the
oppressed Palestinians found an

ardent supporter in the late Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, broke
down and wept as he hugged Home
Minister P.V.Narasimha Rao, at
the entrance of Teen Murti house.

Arafat, who used to describe
Tmt.Gandhi as his sister, said,
“I have come to share the grief
of Indians. She was a great sister,
a great leader and we can’t forget
her full support in all the struggles
for just causes all over the world.
I cannot conceive of India without
the presence of Indira. We are
searching for words to express
our feelings.”

““Greatest Leader”’

Prime Minister of Ireland G.
Fitzgerald who is also President
of the European Economic Com-
munity placed wreaths on the body
of the Late Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi.

Chinese- Deputy Premier Yao
Yilin said “We are deeply shocked
tolearn of the death of Tmt.Indira
Gandhi who was one of the
world’s greatest leaders and her
untimely death is not only a loss
to Indija but to the whole world"".

Tmt. Sirimavo Bandaranaike
who was the late Prime Minister's
counterpart in Sri Lanka till a
few years back said:

“To me she was a personal
friend. I hope her followers would
work towards fulfilling her ideals.”

She was accompanied by her son

Arura Bandaranaike.

Soviet Prime Minister, Tik-
hanov, in a brief remark, said*“We
(his delegation) have come here to
share the grief of the people of
India and deeply mourn it. We
have come to share the grief of the
entire nation™.

“T'remendously grieved’’

Portugese Prime Minister Dr.
Mario Soares said “We have been
tremendously grieved in Portugal
because Tmt.Indira Gandhi was
respected by one and all there. I
have met her several times and Por-
tugese people recollect vividly her
visit to the country”

He said she had been instru-
mental in the development of close
relations between the two countries
which had traditional friendship
for centuries.

Prince Claus of Netherland$
said India had lost “‘one of the fin-
est creations of the civilised world.
New Zealand PrimeMinister David
Lange, who had visited India a
fortnight back said, “we have
come to grieve here, the country
whose hospitality we have enjoyed
a short while ago™

Respected leader:
Vice-President of Kenya,

Nwai Jibaki and Prime Minister
of Algeria, Abdul Hamid Brahimi
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said Tmt.Gandhi was a respected
leader not only in India but in the
entire Third World.

Dr.A.Milton Obote, President
of Uganda,said the assassination
of Tmt.Indira Gandhi was a tra-
gedy. “She died serving not

Australia: The Australian Prime
Minister, Mr.Bob Hawke, in
a message, said he was shocked
and saddened. The Australian
Government deplores this “‘wan-
ton act of terrorism™, he added.

only India but the people of the ZXE

'developing countries™.

Pakistan expressing shock:

The Pakistan President Gen.
Zia-Ul-Haq sent a letter to the
Indian Government  expressing
“deep shock and horror” at the
shooting.

The Pakistani Cabinet held a
special meeting and announ-
ced a three-day State mourning
in the Country. Gen. Zia-in
a message to the President
Zail Singh, said Tmt.Gandhi had
played a decisive role

in the evolution of Indo-Pakistan
relations.

Shock in Bangladesh: Bangala-
desh received the news with shock
The President Lt. Gen. H. M.
Ershad,in a message to the Indian
President, condemned the
“heinous and barbarous act” and
said: “This dastardly act speaks
only of the cowardice of those

who have perpetrated this crime”. xe

Thailand’s tributes: A  Thai T

Government Statement in Bangkok
described the killing as *‘not only
a loss for India and its people

but for all people who love the
democratic system”’.

Dutch condemnation:

The Dutch Government
described the assassination as a
“cowardly murder”. Expressing
its ““abhorrence” at the killing,
the Dutch Foreign Ministry said:
*“The Indian people have lost a
great Stateswoman”.

Austljia: The  Chancellor
Fred Sinowatz of Austira expres-
sed shock over the assassination.

“} consider- her death:a personal’

loss”, he said.

6

4-day mourning in Kenya:

The Kenya Government de-
clgred a four-day mourning in
tribute to Tmt.Indira Gandhi who

was often described by leaders as
friend of Africa.

Africa stunned: In Africa, seve-
ral radio stations across the conti-
nent interrupted regular services
to announce the stunning death.

The President, Mr.Daniel Arap
Moi of Kenya, Dr.Julius Nyerere
of Tanzania and several others

¢ expressed profound grief at the

‘.(d“th- 6. L v

Israel’s regret: Israel voiced
regret over the assassination. In
Jerusalem the Foreign Ministry,
in a statement, said it was a
‘direct result of a wave of world
terror against which action must
be taken.”

The Iranian Prime Minister
Musavi mourned the death.

UAE message: In Abu Dhabi
the United Arab Emirates Presi-
dent Shaikh Zayed condemned
the assassination.

GCC message: Sheiks, Princes
and Prime Ministers of the six-
nation Gulif Cooperation Council

i sent messages of condolences.
f “Itis avile, despicable aggression’

said the Emir of Kuwait, Sheik
Jaber al-Ahmed al-Sabah, in
his message to President Zail
Singh.

Champion of peace: The
Philippines  President, Ferdi-
nand Marcos said that with the
death of Mrs.Gandhi “India and

' all of humanity have lost a great

and gifted leader”. Mr.Marcos
said: “Violence has again clanged
as victim a champion of peace.

Pope calls it a stain: At the
Vatican, Pope John Paul I called

¥ the assassination as another fac-

tor in a “chain of violence that is
staining the world with blood.

Speaking at the regular general
audience inthe Vatican, the Pope
said the news had caused ‘fear
and sorrow” everywhere.

Sorrow in Sri Lanka: The killing
evoked shock and sorrow in St
Lanka. The Sri Lanka Broad-
casting Corporation interrupted
programmes in the afternoon to
announce the news and suspen-
ded normal programmes.

The President, J.R.Jayewardene
and the Prime Minister R.Prema-
dasa, also condoled the death of
Prime Minister Tint. Gandhi.”

In scparate messages to Prime

‘Ministér Thini Rajiv'Gandhi and

President Thiru Zail Singh, Presi-
dent Jayéwardene and Prime
Minister Premadasa of Sri Lanka
said her passing away “is not
only an irreparable lqssA to
India, but also a grievous biow to
the non-aligned movement ”and T
the international community ..

TULF reaction: Thiru T.Sivasi-
thamparam, President of the ’I;amll
United Liberation Front, mn a §
message, said, “the death 1s a lo.ss
to India and the world. The Tamils
of Sri Lanka have a special place
in their hearts for her. As chair-
person of the non-aligned miove- 4
ment she was the ray of hope for
all the oppressed peoples.”

Africa mourns :

i

As Africa continued to mourn _me Minister’s cremation. !
President Juluis Nyerere of arrived at New Delhi.

the death of Tmt.Indira Gandhi

( *' ‘Ei

poo 9 e .
most of its top leaders came to 1anzania,

D;.Keriﬁéth Kaunda
New Delhi to attend the late Pri- of Zambia and Prime Minister

~Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe

USSR SHOCKED AT DEATH OF “OUTSTANDING LEADER"

The Soviet Union condoled the
assination of the Prime Minister, Tmt.Indira
Gandhi, and recalled her personal contribution
to devecloping traditional friendship between
the two counitries.

In a telegram to the Hon'ble President,
Thiru Zail Singh, the Presidium of the USSR
Supreme Soviet and the USSR Council of
Ministers said: “We in the Soviet Union are
shocked by the untimely death of Tmt.Gandhi .

. The Soviet people stigmatise the criminals and
their patrons, who raised their hand  against
outstanding leader.

“On behalf of the Soviet people we are

expressing deep condolences to the people and
Government of India over the tragic death of
Tmt. Indira Gandhi. Please, convey our sin-
cere sympathy to the near and dear of the late
Prime Minister.

_ The glorious name of Indira Gandhi
will, for ever, remain in history.™

The Soviet media reported the assassi-
nation attempt with  unusual speed  Tass
news agency carried a brief bulletin on the shoo-
ting and Radio Moscow made it the main item
on its hourly news broadcasts.

Some Moscow radio stations began to
play solemn music.



THE world media deplo-
red the assassination of. Prime
Minister Tmt. Indira Gandhi and
described her as a leader of
world stature.

The Times compared Tmt.
Gandhi’s murder with that of
Mahatma Gandhi in 1948, which
shook India.

Villainous assassination (Pravda):-

The Soviet newspaper Pravda
and other dailies reported in
deta_il. about “the treacherous
assassination  of - the worthy
daughter of the Indian people”,

Pravda carried Tmt. Indira
Gandhi’s portrait, profile and
termed the act of the Kkillers
a ‘“‘villainous assassination.*

“Sovyetskaya Rossia”, the
respected central newspaper,

carried a five column spread on.

the glorious daughter of a great
people.

THE WORLD PRES$ DEPLORING

THE. ASSASSINATION

In an 18-minute sequence of
Soviet television’s prime news
programme “Vremys”, movie
clips were shown of the heart-ren-
ding scenes outside the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
where Tmt. Indira Gandhi
breathed her last. =

The African press continued
to focus its spotlight on the deve-
lopments in India.- following the
assassination.

. Pictures of the assassinated
leader lying in state at Teen Murti
house and her son Rajiv Gandhi
being sworn in as new Prime
Minister were  prominently
carried by newspapers.

In an editorial, the influential
Standard newspaper of Nairobi
said the tributes which were being
sentto India from all over the
world are an indication of the
important role Tmt.Gandhi pla-
yed in the World Community and
the respect and admiration she

aroused among her international
political colleagues.

It said it would be to the
detriment of ‘all Indians if Tmt.
Gandhi’s assassination were used
to spur on communal hatred.

Thé riots that broke out
within hours of the assassimdtion
would not deal with the root pro-
blem which led to it, the paper
observed. They would merely
make the problems worse and un-

dermine what had been achieved

in the country so far, newspapers
said.

The cremation was an opp-
ortunity .for leaders of all comm-
unities in India to create the cli-
mate for a.new and even better
future, it said.

“We, along with all the other
many friends India has in the third

world, hope and pray that the

opportunitywill be taken” it said.

In a written statement, President Reagan

The news about the Prime Minister, Tmt
Indira Candhi’s assassination was received in
the small hours of the morning and the uU.s
President Ronald Reagan was woken up imme;
diately and informed about it. The President
expressed his ‘““deep pesonal sorrow” at the
death of Tmt. Indira Gandhi whom he had met
several times and whom he was corresponding
with on world issues. .

“I want to express my shock, revulsion and
grief over the brutal assassination™ the Presi-
dent said. ’

8

said he and the Prime Minister “had personal
correspondence recently regarding the scourge
of terrorism. We agreed upon the necessity
for freedom loving States to strengthen our co-
operation to stamp out this menace to
humanity. Her senseless murder serves as a
vivid reminder of the terrorist threat we all
confront. We must, therefore, renew our
determination to over come this threat and
ensure that Prime  Minister _Gandhi's
accomplishments and memory. will serve as
an inspiration for humanity.”

President Reagan later drove to the Indian
Embassy on Massachusetts Avenue and signed
the condolence register. He expressed  his
deep sympathy with the Government and the
people of India while talking to the Ambassa-

dor Thiru Bajpai, and said Mrs.Gandhi was a

champion of human rights, democracy and
peace.

SILENT HOMAGE BY ALL PARTIES

THOUSANDS of people
participated in an all-party silent
procession taken out in the city
on 4th November, 1984 to pay
homage to the late Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi. Leaders of various
political parties in the State,
Ministers, MPs, MLAs and MLCs
took part.

Representatives of all political
parties holding their party flags
at half-mast formed the vanguard
of the procession. They were
followed by Congress (I) Seva Dal
volunteers and members of the

- public.

The procession which started
around 4 p.m. from Kamaraj
Thidal, Teynampet, passed through
Anna Salaj, Walajah Road and
Kamarajar Salai and terminated
at Seerani Arangam on the
Marina where a condolence
meeting was held.

Hon'ble Finance Misnister
Dr. V.R.Nedunchezhian, Hon’ble
Speaker Thiru K. Rajaram,
Hon’ble Chajrman Thiru M.P.
Sivagnanam, were among the
participants- at the meeting.

A condolence resolution read
out by Thiru M. Palaniandi,

D S O N
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President of the TNCC—(I),
referred to the late Prime Minister
Tmt. Indira Gandhi’s services in
the cause of the poor and
downtrodden and described her
assassination as uncivilised and
barbaric. It appealed to the people
to dedicate themselvesto continue
to preserve the nation’s integrity,
peace and discipline and democ-

ratic traditions and avoid divisions -

on the basis of casts, creed and
religion.

The gathering observed a
two-minute silence as a mark of
respect to the memory of the
tate Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.
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The foliowing resolution of the Council of Ministers, Tamil Nadu is
published : —
" RESOLUTION
The Chief Minister and the Council of Ministers, Government
of Tamil Nadu record their deep sense of sorrow at the sudden
demise of the beloved late Prime Minister Thirumathi Indira Gandhi
anc.l wish to convey their sincere and heartfelt condolences . to
Thiru Rajiv Gandhi, Prime Minister of India, his family and the
Governmer;t of India.

(By order of the Governor)

K. CHOCKALINGAM
. Chief Secretary -

‘MLA:s.

Thousands of people, inclu- and State Legislators led the
ding school children paid homage procession.
to the memory of late Prime Mini- ,
ster Indira Gandhi at Rajaji Hall Defence personnel of the three
in Central Madras where an urn Services reversed their arms as
containing the ashes of the late the urn was brought to the Hall.
leader was kept for public venera-

ation. His Excellency the Tamil Nadu

Governor S.L.Khurana and Soviet
Earlier, the urn was received Consulate General V.C.Cherepov
by Hon’ble Finance Minister Dr. also placed wreaths on the urn.
V.R.Nedunchezhian and his Mini-
sterial colleagues on 8th November Tmt.M.S.Subbulakshmi,noted
1984. The Minister placed wred- singer, sang ‘Ram dhun” gng
ths on it. other - devotional songs at Rajaji
Hall while the public filed past
and paid homage before the urn.

Earlier, bedecked with flo-
wers, the special train halted brief-
fly at Vaniyambadi, Ambur, Gudi-
yatham, Katpadi, Walaja Road,
Arkonam, Thiruvallur and Avadi
Station enroute from Jolarpet.
The train was detained for nearly
7 hours at these stations as thou-

The urn was taken in a deco. sands paid homage to the Prime
rated van from the railway sta- Minister. Hon’ble Minister for
tion to Rajaji Hall in Central Adi-Dravidir Welfare  Thiru
Madras. Vijayasarathy received the urn at
Jolarpet on the State’s border.

Among those present on the-
occasion were Hor’ble Ministers
Thiru RM. Veerappan, Thiru S.
Ramachandran, Thiru C.Pdénnai-
yan, Thiru K.A.Krishnaswamy
Thiru S. Muthuswamy, MPs. and-

Many people and Party A poignant farewell was given
workers joined the procession as to the urn containing the aghes
it came out of the Station and on of the late Prime Minister, Tmt.
its way to Rajaji Hall. State Indira Gandhi, at Meenambak-

" ‘Ministers, Members of Parliament kam Airport.

Amidst moving ‘scenes of
sobbing party workers and
slogan - shouting women, the
Tamil Nadu Governor, Thiru
S.L. Khurana, Chairman of the
State Legislative Council, Dr.
M: P. Sivagnanam, the Speaker
of the Assembly. Thiru K.
Rajaram, Ministers, and other
leaders placed wreaths and paid
homage to the departed leader.

The local Chiefs of the Armed

Forces and the Director General
of Police were among others
who paid floral tributes.

A contingent of Defence
personnel, who lined the tarmac
near the VIP shamiana, reversed
arms in homage, and the heli-
copter took off for Bangalore.

Earlier, the Rajaji Hall in

the Government Estate, where "

the urn had been placed for the
three days for the public to
pay homage, witnessed touching
scenes, with the mourner: taking
their last chance to garinnd the
urn, to_ the rendering of bhajans
and devotiogl songs.
' ‘ . 11

URN IN TAMILNADYU

The urn was taken by an
IAF helicopter to Bangalore
and from there to New Delhi" by
a special aircraft.

Feilloo



Tmt.Indira Gandhi, our Late
Prime Minister, spent the last two
days of her life amidst the people
in western Orissa where the tri-
bals and other villagers showed
much love and affection, for her.

The sight of the Prime Minis-
ter brought a glow on the faces of
gople wherever she  went.

uring these two days she
covered seven districts by an

l.AF M I-8 helicopter and moved
freely with the  people

of the Banda tribe, who

h:dd - come down from the
hiltops especially to see her.They
greeted her with the word “maa”’.

Tmt.Indira gandhi who reci-

procfated their love and affection,
appéared relaxed when with
them despite her hectic tour sche-
dule. The Banda Youth joyously
danced and sang when Tmt.
Gandhi arrived among them.

She addressed the people of
the Ballaguda area in Phulbani
district and those in Umerkote
and Malkangiri.~ -

Leaving Delhi at seven in the
morning on Monday by a special
IAF plane, Tmt. Gandhi reached
Bhubaneswar at 9.00 a.m. in a
cheerful mood.

_ She had been greeted by the
Orissa Chief Minister and a huge

crowd at the airport. From there
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she had moved on to Saintala
to lay the foundation stone of a
Rs.250-crore  ordnance factory
being built to manufacture ammu-
nition for sophisticated future
generation guns.

Flying with her on the special
plane was the British actor direc-

ctor, Peter Ustinov, and his asso-

ciate, Sheam Smith, and a crew
of cameramen making a film on
Tmt. Indira Gandhi. Peter Ustinov
was shooting for his new TV serial
called “Peter Ustinov's people”.

One of the journalists tra-
velling with her was .a woman
columnist from London, Mrs.
Baria Ramzi Alamuddin, who had
a 40-minute interview with her.

Peter Ustinov and his asso-
ciates filmed every move of Tmt.
Indira Gandhi starting from the
take off of the IAF Boeing-737
to the landing of helicopters on
improvised helipads. )

Despite her 68 years, the agi-
lity with which Tmt.Indira Gandhi
moved surprised the British actor
and his Irish Producer. ’

In the picturesque district of

“Phulbani, the tribals in their col-

urful costumes gave a traditional
welcome to Tmt.Gandhi.

From there, she moved on to
Umerkote and Malkangiri, retur-
ning to Bhuneshwar at 5.P.m.
She spent two hours at the Raj
Bhawan and met Harekrishna
Mehtab for 40 minutes besides
talking to the Governor Thiru
B.N.Panday, and a number of
other people.

-GANDHI'S

LAST TWO DAYS

s o

HER LAST VISIT TO
MADRAS

Prime Minister Tmt. Indira Gandhi’s last
visit to the City was to call on ailing Chief
Minister Dr. M.G.R on16thOctober, 1984.

She airdashed to the City from Delhi, drove
down straight to Apollo Hospital and spent a
few minutes with the Chief Minister.

The meeting between the two was described
by doctors as an emotional one. Prime Mini-
ster herself later told newsmen at Raj-
Bhavan before flying back to Delhi that the ¥
Chief Minister had indicated that he be made |
to sit up in bed when she entered his room.

After calling on the Chief Minister she
had said she would come again if needed.

According to a previous engagement, she
was to have arrived in the City on Novembér
13 and unveiled a statue of her father Nehru
the day next to the latters’s birth anniversary.
The Statue, the first of Nehru in the City, is ¥
located at the Kathipara junction on GST Road
near Guindy.

Hcr‘ last official visit to the State was on

o e . L

September 16, to inaugurate the 1,000th anniver-
sary celebration of the Coronation of Rajaraja
Chola at Thanjavur. .

After resting for nearly 40
minutes, Tmt. Gandhi drove to
. the PCC Bhawan to make her last
appeal to the Congressmen to
work for making India a strong
and dynamic nation. .

After about a 4-minute highly
emotional address to the PCC
workers, Tmt.Gandhi came back
to Raj Bhavan, she enjoyed a
quiet dinner in her suite and re-
tired for the day.

Before going to bed, Tmt.
Gandhi summoned her Private
Secretary, and the Chief Security
Officer and made a few changes

in her next day’s programme.

She advanced the press con-

ference from 6.30 p.m. to 7 a.m.

on October 30.

As the clock struck seven,
Tmt.Gandhi entered the lounge

hall of the Raj Bhavan which.
had been prepared for the press.
conference.

Senior journalists of Bhuban-
eshwar greeted Tmt.Gandhi with.
a ‘Namaskar’ to which she replied
in traditional Indian style.

After occupying her seat, she
invited questions. She was in a
good mood and the press confer-
ence started on a happy note.

The wide-ranging questions
included the presence of nuclear
powers in the Indian Ocean, ch-
ange in the present system of gov-
rnment, relations with neighbou-
ring countries, functioning of
opposition parties and implemen-
tation of the 20-Point programme
in Orissa.

Replying to questions cordi-
ally, she at times, pulled up news-

men for being misinformed or not
being up-to-date.

After Naupatna she flew to
the new home of artillery regiment
Gopalpur where she laid the foun-

dation stone of the air defence

guided missile training school
centre. -

Addressing a large gathering
of jawans and officers of the air
defence units, she said that the
government was fully alive to the
requirements of the defence forces.
She spoke highly of the courage
of the army, the air force and the
naval personnel and said that the
country was proud of them. “You
have proved your mettle not once
but five times. We have faced
the enemies in different directions
at different times, but your courage
and undaunting fighting capabili-
ties have always taught the enemy
a lesson™. .
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IEF MINIST
DR. M. G.R

At Brooklyn Hospital

Chief Minister Dr. M.GR
who left for New York on 5th

November by a special flight
was ' admitted to - the Brooklyn
Hospital. Help will . undergo

complete examination before the
doctors decide on the treatment
to be given to him,

Dr. Friedman, leading Nephro-
logist, who had recently examined
the Chief Minister in Madras,
said ‘M.G.R. was very sick,
but he has improved since
I saw him last.’

Tamil Nadu Health Minister
Dr. H. V. Hande, said the Chief
Minister was slightly better than

[

he was earlier, “We were anxious
that the travel might give him
trouble, but he withstood it

Dr. P. G. Periasamy, Presi-
dent of the Tamil Nadu Founda-
tion in the United. States,
-announced that a special tele-
phone had been set up in the
office ‘of the Foundation to
provide taperecorded informa-
tion on the health of the Chief

Minister.

Earlier, on his arrival]
by a special Air India flight the |
Chief Minister was admitted to
Down Town, University Hospital .
in Brooklyn for treatement.

U A R phaae A8

Well

C.M’s Wife thanks Well wishers:

‘ Tmt.Janaki Ramachandran, wife of the
1Hon’ble Chief Minister Dr.M.G.R. has expres-
Wl scd her gratitude and thanks to all those who
' P brayed for his recovery.

R

“ In a statement, she recalled how everyone
i was taken aback by the sudden hospitalisation
of the Chief Minister on October 5,"and the
- Hon’ble Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi, who
28 irdashed to Madras not only consoled them
.1 but also arranged for the best medical attention
by renowned Indian and foreign doctors. ‘The
| people of Tamil Nadu irrespective of caste, creed
and political affiliations and also those from
other parts of the country offered prayers and
conducted padayatras and yagnas.’
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Ancient India

The Pillar of
Its Unity and

The Untiring
Upholder of Peace .
M

.rh o

© citation of the Oxford i

when. the degree of Doctor Uol;" ?:‘z

o TiS causa was bestowed on Thirumatt §

v ira Gandhi at ap impressive ceremon
ovem_berz,l971, by the Rt., Honm Hayro.;:
Macmillan, the thep Chancel]or, .

ndia, where the “Light of Asia” i
dled, once the brightest jcwgel in Q?le:n V“i’catiri:!;
Imper.xal Crown, that vast extent of land from
the Himalayas to the sea; daughter of Resource
an_d_PoYerty (like Plato’s Eros), with over 500
million inhabitants, 14 major languages and 843
lesser, varied in religion and race, yet one fede-
ration; 24 years ago at length after long expo-
Sure to foreign invaders, recovered her inde-
pendence and was restored to her citizens as
s;%had scarcely been since the Emperor Asoka
Sv ho;243B.C.), the peaceful, pious and righteous,

se P‘y-n_ame our guest also auspiciously
carries, Pnyadarshini", (Dear to Behold).

s Sc_) lndia_ has returned to the Indjans in
fwarajfan Immense task, but great the gfo
or the preservers of its unity and of jts demz

cratic government, the reconcilers of old and

new,

Of whom our i
guest is one, of a famil
f}?m; down from Kashmir and the sourge;h::'
! e ndys to the Imperial city of Delhi where
It acquired the name of Nehru, and ;he was

born in the House of T
wan') in Al!ahaba(c)i, " appiness (Anand Bha-

G'ang?’s, “the deep sil
:g';r: too;:r Virgil too sings, goal of pilgrims who
e .(?éhe and whose ashes wi]] be committ-
ot aughter no Jess beautiful than her
her”, no less great than her father, in a
much as 1t 1s rarer for a woman to lchic\;e su f
romacy in a state. Weknowofonly thmﬂlgl

"ew by the votes of i
- far the greatpst. - . Ofmmpb' hors “by

e s e e vy S o > e Wi e A S o D S S Y ) S S - -
£ e e e S e e T v o e e T S e L W S ey

her father’s side for eighteen years, as the helpe,

‘““Ne have only one adversary—social and
economic injustice. We have only one goal— .
to build a strong, self confident, self reliant,
independent India. Come, now let us all work

together.”

Tmt. Indira Gandhi

T

e e e
T o
" g e s o

=== hostess, companion on many journeys, of the

first native Prime Minister.

Next she was elected President of Congress

(the fourth Woman to be so) and entered poli-
tics on her own account, undertaking ever
greater task. It must not be thought that she
was wafted to her present eminence by seme

. hereditary claim, as though power passed direct
from father to daughter. Skhe certainly follows

"""""""""""" ZZZC her father's advice: “Be brave; all else will

T e e ol o e T e S S T o e e e o e e o e e oo o e
e o e o o o A T o S S Y Tef = e et e Moo G o - o

Certainly from her earliest years she was
plunged and tossed in the sea of politics; at
four years she sat on her grandfather’s
knee during his trial,and when she saw both her
parents carried off to prison, she went back
to her nursery summoned a full assembly of
her dolls, mounted a table as her rostrum,
and in a passionate harangue fired them to
deserve the same imprisonment, when they
grew up, by their work for the freedom of their
country. One doll, very dear to her, but Bri-
tish, she had to banish; and years later she had
to ensure thirteen months of imprisonment, as
we must remember with sorrow.

She had an apprenticeship rather than a
childhood, and was always in the thick of the
struggle, at its very pivot, when the Mahatma,
Father of his country, became closely associ-
ated with her family: She fulfilled half of a
Roman matrons’ boast; shespun wool (like
Gandhi), but she did not remain at home; at
school in Poona (The pupil s’Own school) she
was elected Prime Minister of a mock Parlia-
ment, a pointer to the future, and passed to
Tagore's University at Shantiniketan. Then
with her parents she came to Switzerland, and
so here to England, and to Somerville College
(1936-41) in this University. Her stay was
interrupted (in India Nov. 1938-April 1939)
and distracted by various concerns- (political)
and for her future husband at London School

of Economics.

Nor was she enchanted by the details of
English history except for Joan of Arc; her
father’s letters from prison, “Glimpses of World
History”, had introduced her to the history of

mankind.

A dangerous journey in wartime took her
back to India, where by marriage she acquired
the name of the Master, in no relationship other
than spiritual continuity. After her imprison-

e

im

ment, and the births of her two sons, wheu fin-. .

ally independence. was achieved, she stood at- .

Cheeo

follow”, but she has independently proved

. herslef to her people, and served her father’s

successor (Lal Bahadur Shastri) faithfully as
his Minister of Information and Broadcasting

(1964-66).

Finally she was elected leader of the Con-
gress Party and in her second General Election
she swept his opponents away with vastly '
increased authority. = She has achieved many
reforms already, as you know; the tasks ahead
are enormous, especially in the present crisis.

Our gratitude is the greater that she has

found time for us, graciously to visit this island,

* once in the centre, now on the edge of the West,

a staging post between the Super-Powers, and

to indicate her wish, we hope, to renew the
bonds of friendhsip with us.

So we congratulate ourselves on this fes-
tive occasion, and when she returns to her
immense tasks our good wishes will follow her,
as we invoke every good fortune. Long live
her father’s symbol, the red rose; long live her
mother’s and son's the lotus.

. I present to you INDIRA PRIYADAR-
£'SHINI GANDH]I, the renewer of ancient India,.
the pillat of its unity, and the untiring upholder
* of peace, the Mother of her country, for ad-
mission to the degree of Doctor of Civil Law

“Honoris Causa'’. .

Madam Prime Minister of India, and
guide on its new path: “a woman to lead so
great an enterprise”; daughter, pupil and heir
at one remove, of the first leader of your free
republic, your noble father; you who share the
name and continue the spirit of the Mahatma.

1, by my authority and that of the whole
University, admit you to the degree of Doctor_
of Civil Law Honoris causa.




GLIMPSES

OF HER

- LIFE

1917

. Born in Allahabad on November 19
1921 |
First arrest of her fat
on Decmpor & ather Jawaharlal Nehru,
1926

Accompanied parents in M
1926 ¢
Europe for mother’s treat o y
. . me
ling in Geneva and Bex 7 and schoo-
1928
Started Children’s Secti
3 on of Mahat
Gandhi’s Chgrkha Sangh ; Started receivg::
letters (930 in number) in 1928 from Ja-
st;lheaglal Nihru on pre-history later pub-
as “Letters fro i
Daughier m a Father to His
1936

Death of her mother Kamal
a N
Lausanne on February 28, e, at

28

1942
Married Feroze Gandhi -on March 26.
Attended AICC Session in Bombay on
August 8,1942 where “Quit India” Resolu-
tion was adopted.

1942-43
V&"as imprisoned in Naini Central Jail
(September 10, 1942 to May 13, 1943)

1944

Birth of first son, Rajiv, i
" August 20. W in Bombay on

1946 . .
Birth of second son. Sanjay, In Pelhi on

December 14.

1947-48 ' A |
Worked in Delhi to restore commun‘a,l . . 1
harmony  on  Mahatma Gandhi’s . o
instructions. . ‘

B P AVIV

Death of husband Feroze Gandhi,

* September 8.
1955 : 1964
d Member of the Congress Working -
Electe _t{ﬂ:m February. Elected Member, Death of Jawaharlal Nehry. May 27.
Committe Appointed  Minister of Information

and Broadcasting in the Cabinet
of Lal Bahadur Shastri. Elected unoppo-

3 sed to Rajya Sabha from the U.P. Legisla
President of Allahabad City Congress tive Assembly on August 20.

Committee, September 22. 1966

1958 ‘
Appointed Member, Central Parliamentary

Board, in the place of Jawaharlal Nehru

on February 23. : 1967
Declared elected to the Lok Sabha from

Central Election Committee of the Cor}—
gress, September 19. '

1956

Elected leader of Congress Party in Parlia-
ment on January 19, and sworn in Prime
Minister on January 24.

lgsgi’(;gsident of the Indian National Congress Rae Bareli, U.P. on February 23. Sworn
from February 8 1959 to January 18, in Prime Minisier on March 13,
1960 ' after the Fourth General Elections.




- Gavenment of India, 1964-66; Prime Minis-
ter. of India, Janvary 1966-March 1977, and |
again from "January 14, 1980; till the end |
of October 1984 concurrently Minister for
Atomic Energy, September 1967 March 1977
and gagain from January 1980 and Space, June -
1972 March 1977, and again from January
11980, ;> Chalman, Planning Commission;
President of the Council of Scientific and In-
dustrial Research; and Chairman, Hindi Salah-
kar Samiti; held additional charge of Ministry
of External Affairs from September 5,1967 to
February 14, 1969; Ministry of Finance from

1973; and Ministry of Defenice from Janua
1980 1o January 1962, B ry

July 16, 1969 to June 26, 1970; Ministry of '
Home Affairs from June 1970 to November

.

e \/
1969
Toek over the Finance Portfolio. Natio-

l()_Ionalised Fourteen major Banks on july 19.

Took" over Home Portfolio on July 26 Dis
solution of Lok Sabha and holding of
fresh clections announced, December 27

1971 .
Re-elected as Congress  Parliamentary
Party Leader on March 17 and sworn in
Prime Minister on March 18. Friend-
ship and Cooperation Treaty with Soviet
Union. Announcement of surrender of
Pakistani forces in Bangladesh and offer
of unilateral ceasefire to Pakistan,
December 16.
Announcement  of Bharat Ratna award
December 18, 1971.

1975 '
Sheikh Abdullah sworn in Chief Minister

of Jammu & Kashmir on February 25 and
offers full support to her. Sikkim joins
the Indian Union on May 16. Her election
to Lok Sabha set aside by the Allahabad
High Court on June 12.

The President, Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed
promulgates internal emergency Of the
advice of the Union Cabinet on June 26;
National Opposition leaders arrested. Tl}e:
Supreme Court upholds Tmt. Gandhi’s
clection on November 7.

1977 ‘

She dissolves Parliament, announces

General Elections in February. She and the

. Congress(I)defeated in the Lok Sabha el_eq-
* tions on March 21; resigns as Prime Mini-
ster, March 22.

* ¥- Member, (i) Fourth Lok Sat
Fifth Lok Sabha, 19777;

ty; 1966-77 and of
pentary party since January 1980.

§

(i)
c Sabha, Noyember-Deoembel‘ 19785

1978 ‘
She wins the Chikmagalur election.

1979 o .
The Morarji Desai Minstry resigns, on

July 15; Charan Singh sworn in Prime Min:-
ster on July 28 and resigns without fac1ng
Parliament on August 20; The Presxdgnt,
N.Sanjiva Reddi calls for general elections

on December 15.
198oThe Congress (I) wins the election and Tmt.
Gandhi returned from Medak and l}ae
Bareili on Janvary 14; sworn in the Prime
Minister on January 15; Sanjay lGandhr,
MP, killed in 2 plane crash on june 23.

1983
She was made
Aligned Movement at the

(March).

Chair-person of the Non-
Delhi meet

1984

The Akali Dal launches agitation
demanding implementation of the Ananda-
pur Sahib resolution, review of the Ravi-
Beas water distribution and the cession of
Chandigarh to Punjab. The political
agitation takes a violent turn with the

advent of Jarnali Singh Bhindranwale.

Scores of innocent people are killed by
followers of Bhindranwale, who shifts
his residence to the Golden Temple.
Following resignation of the Darbara
Singh Ministry, the Centre takes over the
State administration and the negotiations;
the talks fail on February 21, 1984
Akalai leaders burn copis of Article 25
the Constitution on' February 27; Tmt.
Gandhi addresses the nation on June 2
and the Army enters the Goldén Temple
complex to flush out the terrorists on June
5; Bhindranwale’s body found on June 7;
Army vacates the temple complex on sep-
tember 25.

31
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and during his blossoming youth
he studied at the Trinity college
of the Cambridge University and

got his degree.
When Rajiv was born, his

grandfather, tte late Prime Minis-
ter Jawaharlal Nehru , was in jail

Prime Minister
RAJIV
GANDHI

: The Sixth Prime Minister of grandson ‘Rajiv’.
India, Thiru Rajiv Gandhi, who
is forty, is the youngest of the
Prime Ministers India has had so
far. He was born on 20th Au-

gust ‘1944 »

The Prime Minister comple-,
{ed his 40th year on 20 August
1984. He entered politics in 1981
and since then he was expected
to be the political heir of the late
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

the school boarding. ~. @

In 1962, he went to England
and joined the Trinity College and
took up Mechanical Engineering.

Italy whom he married in 1968. It
is said by his friends that when he

b -
A )
i v .o
- . .
- i’
F .
» i S
',‘h_:f“»‘
v - 4

o, :;‘il" “"f*
B \ m»n‘-: ‘v‘:"-d.':
‘Rajiv with his fathe

r, mother and grandfather.

‘Rajiv’ in Sanskrit médns lotus ¢

and it was he who named his *

At the age of 10, Rajiv was
sent to school and admitted. into-

In 1965, Rajiv met Sonia from

was a student of the Cambridge
University, -Rajiv used to work at
a bakery during the summer.

Even as a student, he took
interest jn air-craft technologyendin
1968 he joined the Indian Airlines
as Pilot-Apprentice. He was a
pilot till he entered the political

‘field in 1981.

In 1981, he contested the ele-
ction to the Parliament from the
Amethi constituéncy and won with
a big margin of 2,37,000 votes.

He became the member of
the Executive Committee of the
Indian National Congress (I) in
1981 and he became the congress
(D) General Secretary in 1983.

He went to many countries
as representative of the party. He
accompanied the late Prime Minis-
ter Indira Gandhi and addressed
the 37th session of the General
Assembly of the United Nations
in 1983.

~ As Prime Minister of India,
Rajiv has become the  Chiairman
of the Non-Aligned Movement
representing 101 nations. Thiru-
mathi Indira Gandhi was elected
Chairperson of the NAM inMarch
1983, and Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi succeeds her as Chair-
man of the Non-Aligned Move-
ment,

33



delicacy of feeling, with large and
generous impulses. To the weak
and the frustrated his heart went
out in profound sympathy.

. Nehru held the office of the
Prime Minister of our country
ever since the dawn of indepen-

dgnce; and in the long years of
his premiership tried to put our
country on a progressive, scienti-
ﬁc,_dynamic and non-communal
ba51s: His steadfast loyalty to
certain fundamental principles of
liberalism give direction to our
thought and life. We can under-
stand the endless surprises of his
attitudes and actions; all thesc fall
Into their place if we remember
his faith in democracy and free-
dom. He used the existing social
and political institutions and brea-
thed into them a new spirit, a new
vitality, -

Nehru by his series of public
utterances educated our people
to an appreciation of the values
he had cherished. He fought
for a high level of human life and

NEHRU,

- Great Emancipator of the

J awaharlal Nehru was one of
t!ie greatest figures of our genera-
tion, an outstanding statesman
whose services to the cause of
human freedom are unforgettable.
As a _ﬁghter for freedom he was
ﬂlugtnous, as a maker of modern
India his services were Junparall-
eled. His life and work have had a
profound influence
make-up, social stracture and
htel!edul development. It wiil
be dlﬁcn'xlt to reconcile ourselves
tlg eh?: image of India without

$ active and all-pervasive
leadesship. An epoch in our
k7 )

Human Race

Dr. S. Radhakrishnan,

Former President of India

:]vo“sl;"'Y’S history has come 1o a burnt huis ideals into the under-
'-* . stan({mg of the commor people.

8 & man, Nehru combined By his own powerful and vibrant

a fine sensitivity of mind. a rare voice. which we will not hear any

more, he created, moulded, in-
spired and kindled a whole gene-
ration of Indians, to a loyaltv to
the five principles which he held
so dear. It is not enough to
have great ideals. We havc. to
work for their achievement. Time
is the essence of the situation and
Nehru had a great regard for. the
sanctity of time. The pitllgss
exactions of time take no denial
and so the great,leader has fallen.

Though in a life of sheltered
ease and comfort, he drew himself
into the national struggle and be-
came a great leader second only to
Gandhi. The part that he played
in the national struggle and in the
final settlement of the Indian ques:
tion in 1947 is a part of recent
Indian history.

Nehru realized even before
the advent of freedom, that our
economic re-generation, our pro-
gressive modern lives cannot be
achieved unless there is concerted
planning. After the transfer of
power, as the Chairman of the
Planning Commission it was he
that gave dynamism and power
to the various plans which are
new being implemented. .-

PO o 0 P 24 £s

The path of Nehru as a nation
builder in the early years of India’s
freedom was beset with fantastic
difficulties and formidable chall-
enges. The partition of the coun-
try resulting in the exodus of mil-
lions of people from one part of
the sub-continent to the other
amidst scenes of appalling riots,
loot and arson brought in its
wake problems-political and eco-
nomic, which defied easy solution.
We have outbreaks of communal
violence herc and there in our
country even now. This must
have seemed to Nehru a terrific
disillusionment of his great work,
inherited from Gandhi and deve-
loped by himself.

Nehru always had a convic-
tion that India cannot be viewed
in isolation from other states of
the world. Even before the advent
of freedom, he was pleading that
the Indian question was a part of
the large movement of the oppres-
sed people, fighting against colo-
nialism. He had a love of liberty,
not merely for his own people
but for all people of the world.
He, therefore, expressed sympathy
and support for all liberation
movements in Africa, Asia and
South America. He believed in

5N Vo 50

L
L

the liberty of all without distinc-
tion of class, creed or country.

Nehru was a great believer
in world peace and the concept
of one world community. No
one had shown greater faith and
allegiance to the Charter of the
United Nations than Nehru. He
realised that in a thermo-nuclear °
age, war would mean the extinc-
tion of all civilised values. That
is why he was convinced that the
true role of a statesman in this
distracted world lay in the way
of lessening tensions and conflicts
and bringing about a climate of
understanding and mutual accom-
modation, with a view to settle-
ment of international differences
without resort to the horrors of -
war.

His courage, wisdom and per
sonality has held this country
together. Itis these qualities which
should be cherished, if we are to
hold on. Our thoughts today
go out to him as a great emanci-
pator of the human race, one who
has given all his life and energy
to the freeing of men’s minds from
political bondage, economic sla-

“ = Straggle for Solidarity
: Divisive forces and tendencies have existed
-+ ! in all societies and at all times. Certainly
‘ these forces existed in India ever during the
| years of the struggle for freedom, but the main-
stream of nationalism was powerful enough to
sidetrack them and also to fight them, and thus
we were able to march ahead. Since Indepen-
dence, we have had constantly to combat
these forces in one form or another. In fact,
the struggle for National Integration, the stru-
gle for national solidarity, the sruggle for safe-
guarding the ideals and aspirations embodied
_in our constitution, has to be waged ceaselessly
and tenaciously. I do not think a time can
ever come when these forces will not want to
. raise their head. But it should be our endeavour
to create an atihosphere and tdiercatéconditions
o in which this will iot: bépossible-and i 'Which
:i. the whole:of society will'featt against théms ™
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Which mistakes do
(s} .
cuse readily ?; you &

ness.

Yourfavourite novel heroes ?:

T mt.INDIRA  GANDHEF's The choice is difficult.

personal likes and dislikes, her § Where would youlike tolive :
heroeg and heroines, her pastime, }

hfer mistakes and concept of hap-
PIness were set out in an interview
she gave to the West German

Newspaper Frankf
meine, urter Allege-

In the mountains with giant

shady trees and a flowing rivulet )

of course in Ind;j ;
1a. 4 Your favourite heroes in his-

tory?:

| | . The Indian philosopher and
e bi?:wguesuons and answers ; happ}?:,::lsastfls the greatest worldly}saint Adi Sankaracharyf (788 to
. or you?: 820) and Leonardo da vinci

o IF doils not exist, but I have
o . ~Xperienced moments of intensj
Which is the greatest tragedyl JOY- e

9. i
for you?: Your favourite painter?:

The death of the beloved

] There are so many.
ones. 4

Those committed out of shy ¢

a

Your dream of happiness?:

Which historitcal figures do

Your favourite composer ?:
you hate most?;

Happiness is in the life that}

Bach and Mozart. we lead and not in dreams.

Hitler - the only man whoee
mad, sadistic and barbaric deeds

What would be the greatest,"wcould bear wimgs tos

Which traits do you respect] tragedy, for you?:

most in a man?:
Everything that would jeo-
Straiight-forwardness and the Ypardise India’s independence and
farsight and maturity.. After a

desire to understand and help funipy,
bléody expedition Ashoka reali-

others.
- It depends upon the mood, the sed the madness and the cruelty
Your favourite virtue?: } weather and the situation. 1I-like |Of the War and spread the message
. isome nuances of almost every co- [f tolerance and understanding
By both men and women, the lour, at the same time, I do not {¥ith all living things.
courage which includes moral, like them. Some colours which

intellectual and physical courage: ‘il do notdike by themselves,appear .
: + nice with other colours. But basi- Which reform do you respect

o cally, I like autumn colours, the fmost?: :
| gFeen, the rich red, the gold of the;
* bleaching leaves. That which helps those who

H
Your favourite Pastime?:

B
Which military performance
do you respect most %:

Those of Ashoka (3rd Cen-
tury) and Akbar (16th century)
Both were famous for military
courage and victories. Neverthe-
less, they were men of wisdom, ~

What you like to be ?:

And -which in a woman?:

The one ] am.

-

The same.

Your favourite colour?:

.y
uﬂf‘w\

¢ are in need. ,

Your favourite flower?:

Reading, roaming around in }
mountains and forests. f :
A Spring flowering in the moun-

| Which natural talent would
you like to possess 7

A tains. [ .
Who or. what would you have | Nice voice.
. 92- :
liked to become *: } Your favourite writer?:

Writers and poets are like | .
friends. From many I get some- ( With dignity and the least
thing totally different which is en- ‘gmoung-of trouble for those who
riching in its own way. / love me.

-~ Me. i How would you like to die?:

“Your main character trait?:

To think of people.

Your heroes in history ?

‘ Your present state of mind ?:
What do you respect most in P

your friends?:

Habba Khatoon-a queen of ¢
'K ashmir (16th century). / Worried about the situation
¥ m the world.

A collective sense of humour.
What do you dislike most ?:

Your greatest mistake?: Small-mindédness and hateful

+outlook, hypocrisy and stinginess. g - ... .

»
2
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I want to let others decide this




VETERAN LEADER

MADURAI MUTHU

Mudurai s Muhy M.L.C., the former
Mayqr 'of Madurai and a veteran leader of the
Drgwdlan movement and a valiant fighter for
social and political reform, passed away on
the 5th of November 1984. He was 69. He
was born on the 13th March 1916.

He entered the political field in 1936. He
was a devoted disciple of Thanthai Periyar and
a beloved brother of Perarignar Anna. He
became the first Mayor of Madurai in 1971
and he was again elected Mayor in 1978 for a
Second term. -

From 27th June 1980, he was the Member
of the Legislative Council till his death. He
was an idealist and a rationalist, uncompro-
misingly adhering to his ideology.

The mortal remains of Thiru S.Muthu
were consigned to the flames

: Hon’ble Ministers Thiru K.Kalimuthu
and Thiru S.R.Radha, and other leaders were
present at the cremation ground.

Hon’ble Finance Minister Dr. V.R.Ne-
. dunchezhian expressed grief over the death of
. Muthu.

In a message he said Muthu had dedicated
himself for the serivce of the people for 47 long
yearsand his death was a great loss to the
. Dravidian Movement and the Madurai City.

. Hon’ble Minister for Information and
Religious Endownments Thiru RM. Veerappan
in his message expressed shock at the
passing away of Muthu and conveyed his
condolences to Muthu’s family. o

£ - ¥
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Prime Minister
at Madras

Hon’ble Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
arrived at Madras on 16th Nov. 1984
to visit the Cyclone and Flood-
affected areas here.

OUR IDEAL

3

The taxes paid by the people must be utilised for the people.
- Anpa said, “Go to the people. Live amorg them. Love them. Plan with
them. Plan for them’. I am doing only this. The Government is
also doing this.
We are actualising the ideals of Anna in the manner in which
they should be actualised. Our duty is to spend all that we get by
means of taxes for the good of the people themselves.

Hon’blp Chief Minister
Dru M’- G. RI

7 .
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A BRI ”‘ M
ﬁgahatma Gandhi breathed
new life into oer ancient land, He
brought s freedom and taught us
that the highest virtues are "truth,

fove and nou-viglence. Jawahar-

lal Nebru iaid the foundations of a
politiclly  aad technologically
modern India -~democratie, secular
socialis!, wrop-aligg. 4,

Todirs Gaodbi [ tirmiy on
these foundations, the made the
ACETHRIY of the people « realits
a0l $trove to ensure that policieé
ni laws secured their rights, She
foght against  fanaticism  and
Berrowsess in all their forms. She
wade the nation self-reliant in
agriculture, industry and several
branches of technology. She battl-
ed relentlessly against poverty.Hers
was the foremost voice for inter-

nationa! peace in our temse and
troubled world.

Most important of all, she
infused us with self-confidence
and a sense of purpose.  She gave
us back our pride. This splendid
heritage has been left to us by
Indiraji. I pledge to preserve this
previous legacy and to work for a
united, strong and prosperous
India, an India devoted to the
cause of peace.

Nothing is more important
than the unity and integrity of
our nauon. India is indivsible.

Secularism is the bedrock of
our nationhood. 1t implies more
than toierance. It involves an
active effort for harmony. No
religion preaches hatred and intole-
rance. Vested interests, both ex-
ternal and internal, are inciting
and exploiting communal passions
and violence to divide India.Answer
ing communalism with communa-
lism will only help these subversive
and secessionist forces. The com-
bined might of the people and the
Governmimt will thwart their de-
signs. There is only one India. It
belongs to all of us.

Speedy removal of poverty is
our basic objective. The Govern-
ment is judged by the degree and
quality of change it can bring
about. Five years ago, when
the people recalled Indiraji to
office, she promised an effective
Government and she kept her
promise. Food production and
energy output have touched re-
cord levels. Science has surged
forward. Industry has resumed
its dynamic movement. Employ-
ment opportunities are expand-

{(Hon’ble Prime Minister
Thiru Rajiv Gandhi on a
broadcast to the Nation on
12th Nove'mber 1984.)

ing. The economy has withstood
the most severe natural calamities
and international crises. The
political and economic standing
of India in the world is higher
than ever.

I realtirm our adherence to
socialism and planning. Without
planning we could not have reach-
ed where we are. Our aim is
continvous modernisation, higher
productivity and rapid advance
of social justice,

In our Plans, rural develop-
ment will have priority; greater
production of cereals, pulses and
oilsceds; spread of irrigation;
support for small industries and
handicrafts and all-round induc-
tion of new technology. Large
cxpansion of ecmployment, spe-
cially for rural and urban youth,
is essential to reduce economic
disparities and to ensure social
peace. For this, high rates of
growth in agriculture and indus-
try will have to be achieved.

The public sector has played
a historic role in laying the founda-
tion of a modern economy. It has
to shoulder greater responsibilities;
and to become more efficient to
generate surpluses for investment.

Within the framcwork of

national policics, the private sec-
tor has adequate scope to enhance
the productive potential of the
economy. But it should acquire
the strength competition provides
by reducing costs and absorbing
new technology. Both public and
private sectors must venture out
into new fields, improve quality
and develop indigenous techno-
logy.

Kisans and workers are the
pillars of our economy. The
focus of our policies on their
welfare will be sharpened.

Government will remain un-
wavering in its resolve 1O i'm-
prove the living and working
conditions of the scheduled castes
the scheduled tribes. backward
classes,  artisans, agricultural
labour, women and the urban
poor. The 20-Point Programme
of Indira Gandhi, which aims to
fulfil the immediate needs of
the people, will be faithfully and
effectively implemented.

Our greatest wealth is our
people. We must enable individuals
and families to realise their poten-
tial to the full. For this, we shall
stress programmes of family plan-
ning, nutrition, welfare of women
and children, control of disease,
elementary and adult education,
sport and better communication.

[ am committed to improving
the quality of service to the people.
1 want to tell all those involved
in this task that if they work with
integrity and dedication. they will
have full protection from outside
pressures and interference. But
I also want to tell them that no
quarter will be  ¢iven to the
corrupt, the lazy. the metlicient.

Our administrative system must
become more goal-oriented. A-
new work-ethic, a new work-cul-
ture must be evolved in which
Government is result -bound and
not procedure-bound.  Reward
and punishment must be related
to performance. A strong con-
cern for efficiency must permeatce
all institutions.

The last few years have wit-
nessed notable advances in science
and technology. Indira Gandhi
had a fine partnership  with
scientists, which helped the nation.
I shall kecp up this.

The creative arts give to life
the wvision of inner truth and
beauty. We owe much to our
craftsmen who have carried on
centuries old aesthetic traditions
and to our artists and writers.
We have to conserve our priceless
heritage and to create an environ-
ment in which Art will flourish.

Our educational system needs
to be reconstructed as a dynamic
force for national growth and
integration, I intend to initiate a
comprehensive review of the
system and to build a national
consensus for reform.

For nation-building, the first
requisite is peace-—peace with our
neighboursand peace in the world.
Our security environment has
been vitiated. Sophisticated arms




have been inducted om a large
scale into our neighbourhood and
into the Indian Ocean. We can
depend on our armed forces to
ensure the country’s inviolability.
The Government will continue
to do all it can for the moderni-
sation of defence and the welfare
of our service personnel and their
families. I take this occasion to
greet our jawans and officers, in
whose hands the nation’s honour
and integrity are safe,

Eminent leaders and represen-
tatives of the world’s nations came
here last week bringing to us their
peoples’ sympathy. 1 made it
clear to them that India will
coptinue its work for internation-
—al Ppeace, friendship and
‘Sodperation.

Jawaharlal Nehru bequeathed
to us a foreign policy which Indira
Gandhi so creatively enriched. 1
shall carry it forward. I reaffirm
our adherence to the  United
Nations, to the Non-Alighned Move-
ment and to our opposition to colo-
nialism, old or new. We are deter-
mined to work for narrowing inter-
national economic disparities.

We want to deyelop closer rela-
tions with each one of our imme-
diate neighbours in a spirit of
peace, friendship and cooperation-
This is what we have offered to
Pakistan. We have always believed
that non-interference,  peaceful

4

coexistence and  nonalignment
should be the guiding principles
of our relationship. We shall
further pursue the concept of
common regional development of
South Asia. Qur relations with
China are improving and we shall
continue to seek a satisfactory
solution to the difficulties.

We highly value the wide-
ranging and time-tested relation-
ship with the Soviet Union, based
upon mutual cooperation, friend-
ship and vital support when most
needed.

We have always been friends
with both the East and the West
as they are called, and we want
better relations between them.

.~ With the United States of
America, we have a multi-faceted
relationship. We attach impor-
tance to our economic, techno-

logical and cultural cooperation
with them.

I wish also to assure the peoples
of other regions-the Arab world,
South-West and South East Asia,
the Far East and the Pacific,
Africa, Latin America, the carrib-
beans, and Western and Eastern
Europe that we are keen on
Strengthening political and econo-
mic relations with them.

Indira  Gandhi reminded us
that the most important - single

challenge before the world today

is the threat of nuclear war. We
shall continue her  relentless
crusade against the arms race.
She was equally concerned about
the global economic crisis. We
shall persevere in the efforts to
promote a dialogue between the
North and the South and to build
a just world economic order.

The assassination of Indira
Gandhi is a grave and critical
moment. There has been a churn-
ing of the subconscious of our
people. It is in moments of crisis
that India awakens and responds
with clarity and new creative
endeavour. Out of turmoil must
arise an intelligence that builds
a vital sense of togetherness,
creates order and establishes a
deeply human relationship bet-
ween man and man.

Our heritage, the most ancient,
and that left to us by the torch-
bearers of freedom, rests on secu-
larism and tolerance. Indira
Gandhi gave her life in build-
ing an India which was rooted
in these basic tenets. We have
to fuse the wisdom of our seers
with the insights and artifacts of
science and technology. We have
to conserve and cherish our heri-
tage—political, cultural and philo-
sophic. We have to establish a
right relationship with our natural
resources, strengthen: our newly
won self-reliance. With this, we
must have the courage to boldly
innovate, for exchange is demanded
in our methods of work, in the
absorption of new knowledge, in
the values we generate for ensuring
a meaningful and creative life
for our people.

As we build today so will be
the tomorrow. Together we will
build for an India of the 21st
Century. Together we will trans-
form what needs transformation.
Together we will face challenges
and obstacles to progress. To-
gether we will create an India that
is strong, wise and great—a
fSame of peace and tolerance.”’

'Father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi
narrated, ‘‘God comes to the poor in the shape

of bread.”

Arignar Anna said, 'l see God in the smiles
of the poor.”

Tamil Saint Thiruvalluvar in his imnjgr‘tal
Thirukkural had given specific characteristics
of an ideal state as follows:

“Where there is no terrible famine, no cruel
pestilence, no foreign enemy to ravage, whe:é
peace always reigns, that is the ideal land.

While on one hand India's population is
nearing 70 Crores and a large part of our popu-
lation is declared to be below poverty line,
need there be any surprise at the sigh.t of this
off spring being any better? The majon'ty of
our children present a picture of poverty itself
with sunken cheeks, pallid lips, lack lusture

eyes and emaciated bodies. Nor has it been
a surprise that these children have been the

despair of our doctors?

How the Scheme was evolved ?

“ Poverty is admittedly a scourge; All the
more poignant when it is the youth that ha§ to
pear the brunt of it." This is an olld saying.
it is true in the fullest sense. The child knpws
nothing but to cry while in hunger. The idea
of providing whole-some food to the. needy
children stemmed from my own childhood
experience of poverty. When hunger haunteci
my home, a lady next door extended a bowl oI
rice gruel to us and thus saved us from crue
death. Such merciful women folk elected me
as the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu having

great faith in me:

{ have decided to carry out this programme
with a view to redress the sad plight of the

T e ———————

Mother Teresa who arrive

country.

PRAISE FOR MEAL SCHEME BY

MOTHER TERESA

d at Madras from Calcutta on 1st March 1984,

had a glimpse of the living conditions in the slums in the city.

She praised the Nutritious Noon Meal Programme of the Tamil

Nadu Government and said it should be extended throughout the

__Courtesy: ‘'The Hindu® dated 2nd March ‘84




poor and downtrodden living below the po- orty
line and bemoaning their lot in nét Leing @ hle
to provide even single whole-some mes! HG L =y
children in spite of their efforts in ali p\oss‘i S
ways. [ felt that it is my bounden duty to . te
immediate efforts to provide atleast noon ¢ gl
to the poor children in order to eliminaie e
sufterings  of the helpless  women. iie
Government has, therefare  formulated a
scheme to provide poor children in the ige
group of 2 to 10 atleast one nutritious food at
noon. This scheme will cover children be'ow
poverty line all over Tamil Nady for the provi-
sion of a nuiritious noon meal free of (ot
from 1s! of July, 1989

Selfless Service

The programme 1s not just to appease the
hunger of the children though it is the most
important of the aims. We have to build the
character of the children in all possible ways
and should see them as responsible citizens
of tomorrow. The management of the

A

4

d even fooq and clothing”,

_— —

Creches shouid shoulder this great responsi-
bility. The teachers should conduct this pro-
gramme with greater responsibility not minding
the extra work involved in it They should
think of *he welfare of the 60 lakh children
helow the boverty line and should develop a
spirit of sacrifice in feeding them. | hope
that the Officers also will work hard to see
the scheme func:ionmg properly and success
fully.  We should see that this programme is
tunctioning regularty and without giving any
room for tiregularily. We should see that the
children ge: ‘heir meal round the year, |
reguest the management of the child welfare
centres and also ‘he headmas‘ers who are
responsible for *he tunctioning of this hundred
Crore feeding Programme o eat with the
children so as ‘o enable them to know the
taste and standard of the food s:uff cooked
for childten. In thig connection | will tell you
thal the basic aim of this Government is to
evoiv_e a scheme under which at least one
member of every famity will pe given a job.

(Exercepts from the Speeches of

Dr.M.G.R
Chief Minjster of Tamilnadu)

—Pandit Jawaharalal Nehry

_—
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e Chief Minister’s Nutritiqus Meal
Pro;lr}mme for feeding the children in the age
groupof2 tod4 and 5 to 9' was intro-
duced in the Rural areas of Tamil Nadu from
1.7.1982. and in the Urban areas from 15.9.1982
The pupils in the age group of 10 to 14 w?:io
were the beneficiaries under the. old mxb;
day meal scheme were also contmu?d to
fed under this scheme for all the days in a year.
This scheme was extended to the Old age
Pensioners from 15.1.1983.

The children in the age group 'qf 2 'to 4
are fed in-the pre-school centres ~Wiric 2
trained Child welfare Organiser is in charge.
Nearly 24.34 lakh children in the age grou;;
of 2 to4 are fed daily in'27,897 pre-schoo

-centres functioning now.

. . . p

The school goingchildren of the age grou
5 to9 are fed in the schools where tpey
are studying. Nearly 39.84 lakh school child-
ren are fed daily in 34,087 school feeding

centres.

The scheme has been extended to the school
children upto the age of 15 from 15.9.84.
About 15.53 lakh chidren in the age group
of 10 to 15 are benefitted under the scheme.
Nearly 3,360 new school centres have been
opened from 15th September }984. Thg Noon
Meal programme is already in operation in
5281 High School centres.

15.1.1983 the scheme has beeq ex-
tcnlzll;c:imto the Old Age Pen;sion bcneﬁclal:m
also. The Old Age pensioners are takmgl
their meals from the pre-school or s%hoo
centres. The number of 9;)lld5 sag:) Etex:)sﬁnggelnscé

iaries enrolled are 1,99,15%. 177,
g:lneﬁciaries about 1,10,799 are Old pers;lon§,
43,888 are destitute widows, 14,471 are physt-

cally handicapped and 30,000 are agricultural'

NUTRITIOUS

MEAL
PROGRAMME

at @ |
Glance

labourers. From 1.5.1984 the scheme has been
extended to 64,000 old persons who werg
kept in the waiting: list for sanction q{ ol
Age pension, On the whole 2.63 lakh oid Age
pensioner are fed under the scheme at present.

From 1.1.1984 the scheme l?as been ex-
tended to 112 Ex-Servicexpen-Wnprs of Ex-
Servicemen who are receiving Oid age Pension
from out of Tamil Nadu Ex-Serv1c§men Per-
sonnel Benevolent Fund, out qf which 41 are
widows. They are fed along with the Old age
Pensioners in the Pre-school centres nearest
to their places of residenge.

1 is being served on all thq days
of thl:re;cxe:xcept on GOVernmegt Hohdays.
On the eve of these holida_ys, which ‘are nor-
mally festival days, the children and Old-age
Pensioners are given pre-cooked carry home
food packets. The children in .the age group
10 to 15 are fed only on working days which
will come to about 220 days in a year.

. tious Meal
All the beneficiaries of Nutfmous. .
Programme are also supplied with scientifi-
cally prepared tooth powder free of cost.



The scheme has created massj
Ment opportunities especially to v:z:n::]n Il):gtyl;
In rura) and Urban areas. About .97 252 hav
been € ;_)lpyed on consolidated p;y.’ Widowe
and destititute women are given prefere :
in the scheme during employment, e

L No. of CENTRES FUNCTIONING:

1. No of Pre-school Centres 27,897
2. No. of Primary School Centres 34,087

3. No.of High School Centres
. (Newly opened) 3,360
Total 65,344

4. No of High School Centres:

(Where the scheme was in
existence and where the scheme
has been extended) 5,281

BENEFICIARIES OF THE SCHEME

- In Lakhs
No.of beneficiaries in Pre-school Centres 24.34

- No.of beneficiaries among uUld age
. Pensioners 2,63

No.of beneficiaries in Primary School
centres 39.84

“““

No.of beneficiaries in High Schobl 15.53
Centres
Total 82.34

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
CREATED UNDER THE SCHEME

(Agegroup2 to9 )

Total SC/ST Widows

1. Nutritious Meaj desties

Organisers © 34,087 5116 2,123
2. Child Welfare

Organisers 27,897 5383 2,152
3. Child Welfare

Assistants 55,794 11,463 13,045
4. Cooks and

Helpers 69,174 8,132 25,137

Total l,?ssz

I. Nutritious Meal Organisers 3,360
2. Cooks and Helpers 6,940
Total 10,300

——
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lt is a matter of great honour
and pleasure for me to partici-
pate in the inauguration of the
National Council Meeting of the
Indian Federation of Working
Journalists. .

. The Tamil Nadu Government
is proud to associate itself with a
conference of all-India journa-
lists of all-India importance.
and we are glad to host it in
our own hymble way.

Our Chief Minister, Dr.M.G.R
would have been very happy to
participate in today's function
on behalf of the people of

-«

P 4

Tamil Nadu but as you are
aware, he is indisposed.

On behalf of the Chief
Minister, the Council of Minis-
ters and the Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment, let me extend to you our
warm and fraternal greetings
for the success of the Confer-
ence.

I understand that the National
Council of the Indian Federa-
tion of Working Journalists is
meeting here after a gap of
more than three decades. In
fact, I see the National Council
Meeting of the Indian Federation

Ttwo Gandhis come readily to
one’s mind. The third Gandhi
¢ iwho is also threatened by such

© forces, deserves all our support

4
H

of Working Journalists as a
clear manifestation of national
integration and unity, which
must be preserved at all costs.
Working Journalis}s have come
here from all parts of the country
to symbolise India i its true
spirit. You have thus set a
supreme example in the task of
fighting communal and other dis-
ruptive forces whose evil designs
have been working to the detri-
ment of what the country stands
for-secularism and socialism.

Some of the country’s great-
men have sacrificed their lives in
combating communal and anti-
national forces. The names of

in putting down such evil forces.
The Tamil Nadu Government,

{1 assure you, will support all

ventures like those of the Indian
Federation of Working Journa-

lists and the Madras Union
Lof Journalists here to pro-

mote national Integration and
unity. Journalists have a very

limportant role to play in society

% ;today, more so in today's com-

plex world, especially during the

P sensitive political situations and
'communal outbursts. 1 appeal

to the press to observe restraint
in such situations, and maintain

B high standards of journalism,

observe ethics and objectivity, in
the interest of the people as a
'section of them could easily be
whipped up into orgies of
monentary violence.

Generally, 1 must. say, the
press has been functioning n a
responsible and restrained man-
ner, though there have been a
few unpleasant exceptions.

Rather than the Government
enter the picture and try to re-
form or pull up such erring news-
papers, 1 trust you would
yourselves do the needful in the
matter of self-regulation. Self-
introspection ! and  self-criticism
are as important as the right to’

9



criticise, freedom cf spcech and
expression. | am glad that you
are going to discuss in-depth a
code of conduct for journalists.
While some sections of the fourth

cstate want all other sections of

society to behave themsclves ac-
cording to the norms of public
life,a few sections of the press

to ensuring the freedom of the
press.  We encourage free fair
views on any aspect of Govern-
ment functioning.

The Government here has pro-
vided several facilittes to the
journalists, in particular, keeping
in mind their occupational ha-

refuse to work with any kind of zards, their exposure to risks,

norms and ethies. and think they
arc above the law of the land.

They misuse and abuse the
freedom of the press for political
gains or commercial exploitation.
1 leave it to you as to how to deal
with <uch elemenm: who work
against the overall interests of
the people whom we are all
meant to serve. The Government

their odd hours of work and the
high-stress nature of their work.
I am often amazed to see journa-
lists being on duty almost round-
the clock, with dedicauon and
devotion, and witk deep commit-
ment for democratic norms and
institutions.

I wish you all success in your
deliberations, and 1 join you in
your demand for a new wage

of newspapers and ncws agencies
all over the citv.

I once again assurc you of the
State Government’s support t0O
all noble causes of your organi-
sation and am glad that im-
portant people from different
walks of life are here to express
sintilar support to you the journa-
lists who have to play a leading
role for the future of the country’s
unity, secularism and commaunal
harmony,

Speech of Hon’ble Dr.Navalaf
V.R. Neduncheziyan, Minister
for Finance, Government of
Tamil Nadu during inaugura-
tion of National Council
Meeting of Indian Federation

on its part is firmly committed board or tribunal for employees of Working Journalists on

ERRRIRIRIS

CONQUE

THE PAL

Man has conquered the palm
tree! Till now, man had to
hobble up nature’s skyscrapers,
using his brawn, with a cloth
tied around is legs as a secure
foothold. Using his hands and
legs, his a progress up a palm
tree or down was very much like
that of his predecessorsin the wild.
With the fabrication of a machine
to climb palms, the tedium has
been eliminated from the labori-
ous and dangercus job of tree
climbing.

The credit of fabricating this
climbing machine goes to
Devaraj, a graduate of Kollap-
palur, in Tamil Nadu. His
equipment is portable. It is made
of steel tubes and pulleys and it
costs Rs. 500 a piece. It weighs
9 % kgs. only.

ZRRRRR
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ST OF
M TREE

‘The machire can be used to
ckmb  palmyrah, coconut and
arccanut palms.

down. Even thc old can use it
cffortlessly. And the danger of
a fall is totally eliminated, besides
abrasions on the hand and the
chest. The contraption can be
moved round the trunk.

Devaraj is a born innovator.

A plough he designed can leave |

three furrows and sow seeds at
pre-fixed intervals in all of them.
He has also designed a protectivc
goggle which will leave the
welder free to use both his hands.

But Devaraj’s conquest of the
palm tree is the most unique of
them all.

It is operated J#2Z
manually to carry man up and. ~2¢

24th November 1914 at Rajaji
Hall, Madras. )
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Dr. M.G.R has developed with the working journalists and
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onvention for the unique

to share afew thoughts with you

thank the organisers of this ¢

opportunity given to me

b, normally beyond the range

I know my limitations and I am conscious of the fact that

I have been called upon to do a jo
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of a person of my make.

",

for Information, 1 extend a warm wel-

own behalf as Minister

other States.
dras, natural
f the people of

d working journalists from

1 do admait, 1 am only a student.

1 am no teacher.

come to the delegates an
I hope that all will enjo

]

.
i

the pleasant climate in Ma

y

Dr. Radhakrishnan was asusertively right when he said that

no one is a teacher unless he continues to be a student.

d also the hospitality o

as well as political, an

Tamil Nadu.

First of all, 1 would like to convey the affectionate greetings

ble Dr.M.G.R to each

It is a well-known fact that

Most of our national lizaders were also journalists and
writers.

ter Hon’

1
i

of our beloved Chief Mini

Mahatma Gandhi; Mahakavi

Subramanya Bharati, Rajaji, Perarignar Anna are the pace-

Lokamanya Tilak,
setters in Indian journalism. ‘Their powerful writings generated

new awakening in Indian society under foreign rule. “Harijan

been a great cham-

lists.

M.G.R has

ou assembled here.

{on’ble Chief Minister Dr. }
pion of the cause of working journa

one of y

1
i

£33

ind “Young India” edited by Gandhiji and “Dravida Nadu”

5

I recall, on this occasion, the intimacy that Hon’ble

11
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SCHEMES FOR

- EX-SERVICEMEN

S-ince Independence, India
has been observing 7th December
of each year as the Flag Day to
honour the valiant dead, to salute
the veteran brave and to renew
her pledge with the services per-
sonnel who are in active service.

The Flag Day collection is
the main and only source of
income to the Tamil Nadu Ex-
services’ Personnel Benevolent
Fund. Various schemes for re-
settlement and rehabilitation and
alleviation of distresses of ex-ser-
vicemen and their dependents are
financed from this Fund. During
the year 1983-84, 13,633 ex-ser-
vicemen and their dependents
were benefitted to the tune of
Rs. 26 lakhs. The grants in-
clude monthly grant to the desti-
tutes, lumpsum grant, marriage
grant, pocket money to the TB/
Leprosy/ Cancer patients, Imme-
diate Relief Grant as spot assis-
tance, funeral grant to give a
decent funeral of dead ex-service-
men, flood/fire relief grant, edu-
cational scholarship;Stipend to
the children of ex-servicemen
undergoing traning in the Tailor-
ing Units and Typewriting and
Shorthand Institutes etc.

14

Rehabilitation Schemes such

as establishment of Jai Jawan:

Stalls, assisting ex-servicemen in
Self-Employment Scheme, Bank
Loan and Interest Subsidy Scheme
are implemented. 204 Jai Jawan
Stalls have been established all
over the State at a cost of Rs. 6
lakhs so that ex-servicemen and

their dependents could rehabili- .

tate themselves and lead a decent
life. Further a proposal for estab-
lishing 10 more stalls in each
District duly financed by the
Government of India is under
consideration.

12 Beded wards for Ex-ser-
vicemen and their dependents in
18 Taluk/District Head quarters

Hospitals at a total cost of Rs. 15 -

lakhs have been established.

. Widow.'s receive considerable
assistance in the form of grant

for various purposes. Marriage
grant of Rs. 500 is paid to all
widows of defence personnel
towards the celebration of one
daughter’s marriage. Widows
wh9 have lost their husbands in
various operations after Indepen-
dence receive Rs. 600 every year
as a token of gratitude and re-

VUAYANTA

INS
NILGIRI

GNAY

Such widows are

membrance.
paid Rs. 1,500 towards celebra-
tion of their daughter’s marriage.
Housing grant of Rs. 5,000 is also
sanctioned to their widows. So
far 98 widows were sanctioned.
Housing grant to the tune of Rs.

4,71,000. Destitute widows/ex-
servicemen who are above 60
years of age are given a monthly
pension of Rs. 50 till their death.
So far 125 ex-servicemen;widows
have been paid a sum of
Rs. 1,38,449.75. . Widows of De-
fence Personnel who retired prior
to Ist January 1964 with service
pension and died subsequently are
not eligible for family pension.
In order to help these widows,
they are sanctioned a sum of Rs.
50 p.m. and
of Rs. 10 p.m. restricted to two
children. So far 1339 widows
have been paid to the tune of Rs.
17.88 lakhs. Under a new
Scheme of sanction of interim
relief to the widows whose pen-
sions are pending sanction, 31
widows have been paid Rs. 17,900.

A sum of Rs. 2,11,737 has
been spent towards imparting
training in Tailoring to the women
dependents of serving ex-service-
men. 5 Leprosy ex-servicemen/

child allowance

S
widows have been saictioned a
sum of Rs. 50 per munth till their
death under a new Scheme intro-
duced recently. A new scheme
of sanctioning monthly financial
assistance to the ex-servicemen,
whose cases have been referred to
Indian Red Cross Society for
sanction of financial assistance
till the time they get sanction has
been introduced. Sanction of
monthly financial assistance of Rs.
50 per month to totally blind ex-
servicemen, who are not in receipt
of any financial assistance from
any other source has also been

\ e

\ —n

introduced. The quantum  of
pocket money to TB/Leprosy/

Cancer patients undergoing treat-.

entin TB/Leprosy/Sanatoria has
Il;'le:en incrcz{sed from Rs. 1.50 ’lPer
day to Rs. 2.50 per day. hhc
quantum of funeral grant Sa(s5
also been increased from Rs. 1

to Rs. 250.

Under the Bank Loan inte-

rest Subsidy Scheme, 103 persons

“also proposed to

have availed loans of about. Rs.
10,36,240 from various Nationa-
lised Banks and State Financing
Institutions and a sum of Rs.
27,655 has been released as Inte-

rest Subsidy.

“Jawans Bhavans” have been
constructed at Vellore, Coimba-
tore, Tiruchirappalli,' Salem,
Thanjavur and 2 Shopping Comp—
lex at Vellore with 72 shops at a
total cost of approximately Rs. 37
lakhs. “Jawans Bhavans” at a
cost of Rs. 23 lakhs are nearing
completion at Madurai and Siva-
kasi. Additional construction 1o
the existing Jav\(ans ' Bhav?n,
Thanjavur is nearing completion
at a cost of Rs. 7.75 lakhs. It is
construct
‘Jawans Bhavans’ at Cuddalorg
and Ramanathapuram. A multi

s e
"’\‘ \.N’_" e 4_“.\/’ »
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storeyed building styled as Ex-
services Centre at a cost of Rs.

44.58 lakhs to cater to the needs:

of ex-servicemen serving persoq-‘
nel who are passing through this
State Capital and to accommo-

date the office of the Directorate.

of Ex-servicemens Welfare is
nearing completion. A sum of
Rs. 14.10 lakhs has been spent
towards construction of Jawans
Bhavan / District Ex - services
Centre during 1983-84.

i i A

A Book Binding and Paper
Cutting Unit has been started for
widows and women dependents
at a cost of Rs. 50,000 and the
unit has since been converted as
Printing Press also at a further
cost of Rs. 65,000.

Suitable sites have been
purchased at a cost of Rs. 42,275
at Coimbatore and Saidapet for
the establishment of an Industrial
and Ex-services Centres respec-
tively. '

In order to familiarise_the
Ex-servicemen with the various
competitive examinations held \
for appointment in State Govern-
ment/Nationalised Ban}(s, coach-
ing classes are organised every
year and the trainees are paid

stipend.

All these schemes need large
amount of funds. When com-
pared with the sacrifices they made
for defending our Motherlan(_l,
.the amount being spent now 1s
very meagre. Since the Flag
Day is to remember. the valiant
defence personnel for their heroic
deeds, it is the best opportunity
for the general public to honour
and to remember them by contn-
buting their mite liberally to the
Flag Day Fund. ‘
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The State University Hospital, i
Brc?oklyn, New York, where Hon’ble
Chief Minister Dr. M.G.R is under
going treatment.

(Courtesy : Mr. Albert, Superviso
photography, Down State Medical 4
Centre, Brooklyn, New York)

AL e

|

W ayback in 1979 when a few
Senior Police Officers of the
Tamil Nadu called on the Hon’ble
Chief Minister for a discussion
on the various benefits that can
be given to the police personnel,
one of the suggestion which the
Hon’ble Chief Minister himself
made was to have a scheme for
building houses for serving as
well as retiring police personnel
on “OWN YOUR HOUSE
SCHEME" basis. The idea of the
Hon’ble Chief Minister was that
while during service time the
police personnel may be given
rent free quarters or rent allow-
ance where rent free quarters
are not available. what with the
round-the -clock onerous duties
which the police personnel are
expected to perform, they will
hardly find time to look after
their personal comforts, much
Jess to supervise the construction
of houses on their own in these
hard days with their  limited
income and ultimately they will
be in lurch without any roof over,
their head once they retire. It is
n this context that the scheme
contemplates a roof over the head
of every policemen when he retires
from service. This scheme is
hence unique in many ways and

it is a touching reco tion of the

policemen’s a uous_duties while

in service.

This proposal was followed
p with a formal announcement
by the Hon'ble Chief Mimister
pr. M.G.Ron the fioor of the
Assembly on 8th November
1979. After an initial exercise
over the type of the organisation
we have to have in this connection
and the legal formalities to be
gone through in this regard, it
was again announced on the floor
of the Assembly on 29th July
1980 that the organisation for this
purpose will be a Corporation
to be registered under the Com-_

—V. VAIKUNTH, LPS$,

D.1.G. of Police & Managing
Director of Police Housing
Corporation.

-
POSSESS NOUSES

panies Act. What was initially
started as a Housing Cell under
the Director-General of Police
was later registered as a Company
on 30th April 1981 underthe
Companies Act with an authori-
sed capital of Rupees One Crore.

The enlightened Tamil Nadu
Government have many FIRSTS
to their credit and this scheme is
that way the FIRST of its kind in
the Country as a whole .Whereas
a number of States in the Country
have been having some organisa-
tional set-up or other to look
after the housinig programme for
the serving police personnel for

_building quarters for them during

their service-either rent free
uarters or on rental basis, onlyin
Tamil Nadu there is a separate
scheme and an organisation to
construct houses for the police-
men on ‘OWN YOUR HOUSE”
basis and the cost of the houses
are adjusted towards  House
Building Advance which they are
ehigible and sanctioned by the
Government. That way, it is for
the FIRST TIME that we have
launched a scheme for the welfare
of the policemen.

No wonder senior officers
heading the police housing orga-
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nisation from all over the country
are visiting us with a view to learn
from our experience and with a
view to knowing from us as to
how to go about this scheme.

When a scheme like this is
undertaken ,naturajly it is our
look-out to see that the cost is
kept as reasonably low as possible
without sacrificing the quality.
It is here that the Government
have come to our help in a big
way by assigning lands-either
poramboke or other types of
land at a reasonably low cost,
which is a big factor in reducing
ghe cost of the houses. Equally
importantisthe fact that the Tamil
Nadu Government has been help-
Ing us in a big way by giving
loans at reasonable rates of
interest and we are also getting
levy cement for construction:
Added to these benefits conferred
to this Corporation, towards
reducing the cost of the houses
several new systems and measures
have been introduced to stream-
line the procedures with a view
to having a proper supervision
and check over /uncalled for,
irregular and extravagant expendi-
tures—both administrative over-
heads and works ' expenditure.
This has again resulted in the
reduction in the cost of the
construction. Houses are built
again having an eye on cost reduc-
tion techniques and use of good
materials and by way of bringing
down the cost of developmental
works like roads, drainage, water
supply facilities etc. Having these
in mind during the last six months,
a number of co-ordination
meetings have been held with
Collectors of the concerned dis-
tricts and other departmental
heads of the districts to ensure 4
prompt and purposeful co-ordi-
nation so that there is no delay
and consequent escalation of cost.

With the result the houses
built under this scheme with the
same plinth area but with better
quality as certified by the Experts
in the field are costing far less
than such houses built elsewhere.

20

Funding:—Apart from the
Government’s assistance by way
of Share Capital ,loan and ways
and means advnce, we are also
getting loan from HUDCO, New
Delhi, with the interest rate which
is higher thran the normal rate of
interest chargeable on Tamil
Nadu Government’s loans.

The construction of houses
under the “NAVALPATTU”
scheme which was started in the
middle of 1982 has been comple-
ted in record time with all the
infrastructure facilities like roads
drainage etc. This was inaugurated
by the Hon'ble Chief Minister
on 15 th September 1984. We
bave also proposed to build
Hospitals, Schools, Super-Market
and Library which will be
completed soon which the Collec-
tor of Trichy has undertaken to

_initiate action under the N.R.E.P.

scheme.

The total cost of this project
is Rs. 164 lakhs.

Totally there are 682 houses
of all types- 72 MIG-I, 45 MIG 11,
432 LIG-I, 108 LIG-II, and 18
EWS types. The plinth area and
cost of the various types of houses
is given below:

sq.ft  Rs.
i. mIG I 513 45450
. MIG 11 420 3656

iii, LIG1 383 27,640
iv. LIG II 350 25,670
v. EWS. 210 15,820

The plot area of the house very
from half ground to one ground.

In view of pressing demand
from non-police personnel who
are also not that economitally
well-off, for allotment of houses
under this scheme-particularly
because of the low cost of the
houses-we have extended this
particular scheme to a limited
extent to them as well as onGovern
ment’s prior approval sanction.

The  Navalpattu  scheme
which was inaugurated by the
Honourable Chief Minister on
15th September 1984 is only our
maiden  venture. We have
the  second scheme  half-
way through in Coimbatore. We
have again acquired lands in
Vadapalani near Madurai and
Thimmarajapuram near RTirunel-
veli where we are proposing to
start the construction soon.

The *“Own Your Own”
house scheme has thus proyed to
be a great boon to the policemen
and their families who will be ever
grateful to the enlightened Tamil
Nadu Government and the
Honourable Chief  Minister
Dr. M.G.R for their fine gesture.
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. PARANJOTHI, MA., D.J...
Info:r,nation and Public Relations Officer.
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%kgilng cue from.Gandhljlg ex-
hortation and rich experience
gained through varous anti-
poverty programmes mCludm%
rural self-sufficiency work, Tar::j
Nadu has left no stone unturn
in bringing succour 10 the poor.

must earn it."

Tamil Nadu is not 2 fledge-

-0 in rural rejuvenation work.
l%r;%mll Nadu has been a pace
setter in rural development and
self-sufficiency programmes. True
to its tradition, the Government
of Tamil Nadu created the depart-
ment of Institutional Finance m
July 1983 to serve not only as :
coordinator between the banks an
the weaker . sections but also a
directing force, giving new pep
and fervour to the development
agencies implementing IRDP,
TRYSEM and NREDP, etc. .The
fixation of targets and I.nomt.or-'
ing of the programmes IS being
done by this Department. The
beneficiaries selected mainly in-
clude Scheduled Castesand Tribes,
Backward Class, physically- and
socially handicapped, widows,
destitutes, ex-servicemen,

families of serving personnel and
the rural artisans and small crafts-

men. Till -March, 1984 the

various categories of weaker sec-
tions who received the loans num-
bered 1,75,000 and the loan
amount disbursed was Rs. 40
crores. The success story of
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many a self-employed rural loanee
is an eloquent example of the
active role played by the Depart-
ment of Institutional Finance in
motilising the financial resources
of the banks and helping the
socially and economically back-
ward sections to fight unemploy-
ment and under-employment.

Pudukottai is a backward
district in Tamil Nadu; as a geo-
graphical district administration
unit it is only 10-Year old. Transi-
tory migratory character of the
people explains the absence of
self-employment opportunities
and viable self-employment gene-
rating openings. Private credit
flow or industrial investment in
this district is also  meagre
Under this condition the district
administration wanted to adopt a
new strategy to generate employ-
ment opportunities for the benefit
of the prospective youths, skilled
or semi-skilled or unskilled with
the assistance of the nationalised
banks. The block agencies have
been directed to identify such eli-
gible persons and specify the
trade in which they can be gain-
fully placed. The - self-employ-
ment scheme has helped a consi-
derable number of persons and
also generated confidence in the
minds of people regarding the
benefit and assets accruing from
the loan assistance made availa-
ble by the banks. To illustrate
the success of the self-employ-
ment scheme in Pudukkottai dis-
trict, two study cases, in brief, are
given hereunder.

Ayyakkannu, aged 40, was
employed in a cycle shop for a
. gf{ Pe,

meagre daily wage in the village
Aranmanaippatti in Pudukkottai
district. He is an adept in cycle
repair work. - He left for Cochin -
where he worked as a lorry clea-
ner. His technical skill was not
recognised; nor was rewarded
suitably. Frustrated with this ¥,
job, Ayyakkannu returned home. §
The skill of Ayyakkannu was
known to all; his poverty is a
barrier to get himself employed
usefully to eke out his livelihood.
He could not escape from the
sight of the Grama Sevak who is a
frequent visitor to Aranmanai-

. animal.

patti.
guidance of the Grama Sevak, he
was identified as eligible for a
bank loan to start a cycle shop in
the village. Satisfied with the
integrity and technical capacity
of Ayyakkannu, the State Bank
of India sanctioned Rs. 3,400 and
arranged for purchase of cycles
to let themon hireto the villagers.
Cycle is a main mode of transport
in this area. Ayyakkannu is all
smiles now. He earns Rs.15 a day.
He is regular in repaying his
monthly instaiment of Rs. 125
As a matter of fact, he is not a
lotus-eater. He hopes to add a
few more bicycles to his fleet.

Another interesting story is
that of Subramaniya Gurukkal,
a priest in a temple. Poojaris or
Gurukkals are very poorly paid;
many temples in Tamil Nadu are
not out of woods as far as their
finances are concerned. The
payment he receives from the
temple is not sufficient to sustain
his family of six children.. His

. children looked emaciated, with
" chunken cheeks.
- a better future; it was far away

He yearned for

from him. His innocent enqui-
ries regarding the Integrated Rural
Development Programme gave
him a new ray of hope. He
received Rs. 2500 as loan from a
nationalised bank to buy a milch
He was regularly paying
his bank loan with no default.
The milk production earned him
good monthly income. He also

With the assistance and . -

received second loan. The calves
of both buffaloes raise their ears
eagerly, with fumble and numble
of their salivary mouths, to hear
the happy words of their master.
Within a couple of years, Subra-
mania Gurukkal will be able to
close the loan account and have
the milch animals and the calves
as"his assets to build a prospe-
rous future. ~

The poverty alleviating pro-
grammes merit careful exami-
nation in detail and serious imple-
mentation so that the real benefi-
ciaries enjoy. the fruits of the
schemes. This will help our
endeavour to raise the standard
of living of the people. In the
absence of such serious efforts
and sincerity of purpose, the
widening gap between the affiuent
and the poor, the ‘haves’ and the
‘have nots’ can’t be bridged in 2
foresceable future in a country
like India. I think it is relevant
to remind ourselves of the
Manifesto against Hunger by 52
Nobel Laureates issued in 1981.

“If only people are told wha}t
is happening, then the world’s .
future which now scems to threa-
ten everyonein it may be char}g .
But only if we take action.

“Now is the time to crqate;
pow is the time for us to live In g
way that will give life to others.
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u in her poetic vein once said that he

ho have never dipped theis pen in gall.

d nobility.
If Gandhiji used to call him gjatashatru,

, Sarojini Naid

him as a model of simplicity an
'(Rajendra Prasad) is one of those W

gentleman of Indian politics™.

who has no enemies.
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' conflicts of political wa

rfare never caused or received asing

left him

him and oolitical acerbities always
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from 1stApril 1984and the Govern-
ment of India have categorised the

TAMIL ARASU ’i backward areas as ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’

i, categories and announced 259,

+.r 15% and 109, respectively to these
. areas.
#- backward areas in Tamil Nadu.

There is no ‘A’ category

4 Under ‘B’ category 30 taluks are

k made eligible for 15% subsidy and

* under ‘C’ category 62 taluks are

made eligible for 109, subsidy.
The details of sanctions over the
years in respect of Central Capital
Investment Subsidy are as follows :

00000000000000000000000 0 1974 - 7510

industries,
sheds is now in progress.
first phase,
ready for occupation before the end
of June 1984. Besides the above
13 plots are being developed for

construction of work-
In the
eleven sheds would be

allotment. The total capital outlay
both by SIDCO as well as the
entrepreneurs at Alathur is expectsd
to be around Rs. 500 lakhs. In all
35 factory sheds and 40 Developed
Plots would be allotted in 3 phases.
The Industrial Estate at Alathur is
the Seventh Functional Industrial
Estate of its kind in TamilNadu.

SIDCO implements the Central
Capital Investment Subsidy Scheme
as well as the State Capital Subsidy
for the benefit of the Small Scale
- Industries from 1974-75 and from
1680-81 respectively.

The Scheme of 15°%, Central
Capital Investment Subsidy Scheme
has be=nslightly modified with eflect

28

Year No. of Value

units (Rs. in

lakhs)

1979-80 1245 293.86

1980-—81 638 219.69

1981--82 544 21338
v

1982—83 2369  894.78

198384 672  229.20

5,468 1,850.91

Compared to the sanctions

accorded during the six year period
commencing from 1974-75to 1979-80
the sanctions accorded during the
last four years is more than three
times. During the last two years

b 2lone, the average number of units

‘assisted per onc year works out to
1,520 o the value of Rs. 587 lakhs
per year. '

Tamil Nadu continues to occupy
the first place in the country in the
matter of availing itself of the bene-
fits of Central Capital Investment
Subsidy Scheme.

The scheme of 15 % State Capi-
tal Subsidy in respect of small scale
industrial units situated in the noti-
fied 24 taluks, is implemented by
SIDCO with effect from 17-12-79.
Subsequently Government have ex-
tented thescheme to nine more taluks,
namely, Thovalai  (Kanyakumari
District), Rasi uram (Salem). Avi-
nashi (Coimbatore), Coonoor (Nil
giris) Dharapuram  (Periyar)
Radhapuram ( Tirunelveli )
Palani (Madurai), Vanur (South
Arcot ) and  Gandarvakottai
(Pudukkottai). Thus, at present,
33taluks in Tamil Nadu,are cligible
for State Capital Investment Subsidy.
During the last four ycars SIDCO
has. assisted 655 units to the value
of Rs. 151.39 lakhs, as detailed
below : —

Yeur No. of Value
SSI Units Rs. in
assisted  lakhs

1980-—81 104 6.09

1991—-82 140 28.65

1982—83 137 22.71

1983—84 274 93.94

6;; 151.39

SIDCQ also implements the
scheme of 109, State Subsidy for
selected category of industriesintro-
duced by the Government for the
benefit of smallscale industries since
the year 1983-84. To ensure that
adequate employment opportuni-
ties are created, this scheme islinked

-to the employment to be generated

by the selected catgory of indus-
tries.  10%0f the value of capital
assets created, or Rs. 20,000 per any
employee on the permanent roll of
the company, whichever is lower is
sanctioned under this scheme, sub-
ject to a ceiling of Rs.10 lakhs per
unit. This subsidy is available for
four categories of Industries namely
(i) Ancillary automobile units (ii)
drugs and formulation of scheduled
drugs, (iii) Electronics and (iv)
Manufacture of equipment, machi-
nery etc., to tap solar energy for
domestic and other industrial uses.
This subsidy is available even for
urban areas not covered by Central/
State Capital Subsidy Schemes.
Under this scheme so far 7 SSi
units have been assisted tothe extent
of Rs. 5.96 lakhs.

SIDCO procures and distributes
scarce industrial raw materials such
as Iron and Steel, Coke, Match Wax
Raraﬂ‘in wax, Lead and Zinc, Pottas-
sium Chlorate, Fatty acids etc..
Due to the persistant efforts of
SIDCO over the years, the availa-
bility ot almost allthe raw materials
that were scarce during the earlier
years has since inproved so as to
meet the full requirements of SSIs
in Tamil Nadu. Particular mention
should be made about all sections
of {ron and Steel and various grades
of wax.

The Schemes of Interest Free
Sales Tax Loan, Power Tariff Sub-
sidy and Rehabilitation of Sick
Small Scale Industrial units are the
otrer schemes continued to be
implemented by SIDCO for the
benefit of small scale industries. *

Underthe various schemes imple-
mented by SIDCO employment
opportunitics have been provided
to ncarly 1,27,400 persons.

GOVT. LOANS
FOR 4 LAKH

PERSONS |

The Institutional Finance De-
partment of the Government of
Tamil Nadu ha8 helped about
3.9 lakh persons belonging to
weaker sections to secure loans
amounting to about Rs.103.87
crore during the first 6 months
of the current financil year from
various nationalised banks 11
Tamil Nadu.

Loans disbursed last year
amounted to Rs. 9.76 crore bene-
fitting about 3.75 lakh persons.

Under the scheme of pro-
viding employment to educated
unemployed youth the ban_ks
helped over 21,240 persons with
aloan of Rs.33.15crore during

rm CHENGALPATTU

IN THANJAVUR
DISTRICT

Under the Self-Employ-
ment Scheme 2,066 ~persons
have got loan from bank and
have started industries of
their own. Among these 274
are women including 2

widows.

DISTRICT

The St. Thomas Mount
Panchayat Union stood first
in the sale of Khadi in 1983.
On the occasion of the cele-
bration of Mahatm? Gandhi’s

irth-day at Kuralagam on
gné Oct)(l)ber 1984, Hon’ble
Education Minister  Thiru
C. Aranganayagam, presented

' pact system.

City Electricity system to have :
another division:

The City electricity system
has been trifurcated to improve
services to the 5.77 lakh consumers.

From November, 1, there are
three division - Madras  South,
Madras Central and Madras |
North-each under the charge of §
a superintending engineer.

Originally, the whole city
and the suburbs formed one com-
In 1976 with the

rowth in number of consumers
to 3.1 lakh, the system was bifur-
cated into Madras South and
Madras North. In the last eight
years, the number of consumers
has gone up to more than 5.77
lakh.

_The Chairman of TamilNadu
Electsicity Board, said .that a
separate Anna Nagar division had

the Shield to the Union
Commissioner Thiru K.
Aranganayagam.

1983-34.

it is indeed a /i;leasure ;ont'
u
to be here amongst you.
;nehave a grievance. You have
ken of the nec '
:)?'OTamil but you 'have given ui
little occasion to listen to it jus
pow. Many years ago I made an
effort to learn Tamil.... [ hlave_
tremendous respect for all }he an-
guages of India and Tamil ?cc:u
pies a very high place. Allo ye
are aware, it is one qf our v wrz
oldest languages, one witha kx;? !
and beautiful Jiterature. All o

you here have quoted Subraman‘i'ritl
Bharati, which ig a name knﬁ "
not only in India but anywhe t
in the world where people respec

good writting. I am told and I

to €
";':‘m?lal:»?r);ting is also of a high

quality, gine and ppwerful and
modern in its expression.

" it is a little difficult to give :gz
views on literature when lI am Tllxe
the midst of literary peopie.

tar of the sound .

learn that modern .

also been created. |

fpen, indeed, is said to be might.ier
than the sword, and I would like

to remind you of an old, old story.
1 think it refers to a Roman em-

peror who asked som;body who
was with him; what is the best
thing in the world? And he.sand,
«Words, language”. What is the
worst thing? He said, “Words a.nd
language”. It is not what a thing
is but how you use it that matters.

Tamil is not only an quian
language,it is now an internatlon?l
language and many people in
Malaysia, in S}ngapore, in Sri
Lanka, speak it. Perhaps you
have branches of your Associa-
tion there which are h.elpmg Tamil
to grow and flourish in every way
and also enabling Indians who are

abroad to project a correct picture fy

of India, not only with our diﬁjcul-
ties but also with our achieve-

ments.

(At Tamil writers
‘Association)
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0utbreak of Stemborer, a serious pest
and blast disease has been noticed due
to existing cold weather condition in
parts of Tamil Nadu and the Agriculture
Department is vigilant in operating the
post Surveillance Programme with Rs. 1
crore as operational subsidy and cost
of chemicals to the farmers.

Rs.  58.2 lakhs has been specially
sanctioned for the stemborer pest pro-
gramme and Rs. 4278 lakhs specially
sanctioned for the issue of fungicides
for the control of blast disease on
paddy in about 53,000 hectares. The
unprecedented showers in the start of
North East Monsoon coupled with
Cyclonjc storm made the downpour
widespread throughout the coastal dis-
tricts of Tamil Nadu and beneficial to
the standing crop of Samba and
Thalady paddy. Dry millets like Cholam
and Ragi and Pulses were also bene-
fitted by rains.

~
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Rupees-one crorerelief. to farmers

A recorded area of 449 lakh
hectares is under various Pulses like
Redgram, and Greengram this year, To
popularise improved varieties of Pulses,
seeds worth about Rs. 1 crore are
distributed to the farmers in the from of
Minikit free of cost. In all, about
400 M.Ts. of quality seeds in 2 kgs. and
4 kgs. Minikit along with Rhizobial
culture and DAP will be distributed be-
fore March, 1985.

The Department of Agriculture
has poised to increase the Cotton area
considerably this year to step up the
cotton production  and offering various
subsidies and incentives to the Cotten
growers. The cotton production s
expected to be 5 lakh bales this year.

Under the special incentive pro-
gramme for the paddy procurement,
chemical fertilisers worth of Rs. 1.66
crores has been distributed in selected
taluks of Tanjore, Trichy, Pudukottai
and South Arcot Districts

LIS ) DT ; OB D
January Ist Tuesday New Year Day
" 14th Monday Pongal
" 15th Tuesday Tiruvalluvar Day
. 16th Wednesday  Uzhavar Thirunal
s 26th Saturda Republic ;
Magch  22nd Friday ’ Temme.r Day
April 3rd Wednesday Mahaveer Jaynathi
’ Sth Fridey Good Friday
. 13th Saturday Tamil New Year Day
May I1st Wednesday  May Day
Jume 20th Thursday Ramzan
. 30th Sunday Half-Yearly closing of Bank
Accounts

August 15th Thursday Independence Day
Bakrid

27th Tuesday

September 18th Wednesday Vinayaka Chathurthi

26th Thursday Muharam

October 2nd Wednesday Gandhi Jayanthi

., 22nd Tuesday Auydha poojai
- 23rd Wednesday Auydha peojai

November 11th Monday Deepavali

- 26th Tuesday Meelad-un-Nabi

December 25th Wednesday Christmas

Accounts

31st Tuesday Annua) closing of Bank

ffoubic Prime  Minister Thiru Rafiv
f
andhi sanctioned ways and means advance 0
l(;'s. 7 crores to Andhra Pradesh and Rs 5 crores
to Tamil Nadu for taking up cyclone relief works.

ised that each State W.OI'Ild be
’venH;!:lslosp;:SIS from the Prime Mmlst:;;:
gelief Fund for helping individuals who ha’ldl st
their kith and kin and property In the cyclo
that lashed the two States recently.

e . Minister who airdashed to Mndrts

'

1?'“
‘vwf . - oy ]

oy

e

en 16th November and had an

of the cyclone-affected areas of Nellore o
and also went by road to the affected areas in
Madras, said that the ways and means advance
was being announced by him on an ad hoc basis
without waiting for the memoranda from the
State Governments.

He was accompanied by the Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister, Thiru N.T.Rama Rao, the
Tamil Nadu Finance Minister, Dr. V.R. Nedun-
chezhian and the Union Energy Minister Thiru
P.Shiv Shankar. .
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More than DOUBLE
your moneyiné years.

Fnoeste o/
NATlONAL SAVINGS CERTIFICATE

Vi issue

National Savings Certificate
V1 issue double your money
the safe, secure way.

These certificates areRavaiIable
in denominations of Rs. 10,
PN (6] oM ] I Rs. 50, Rs. 100, Rs. 500,

Rs. 1000 and Rs. 5000 at any
post office.

Becomes
Rs. 20 1 - 50 Deposits and interest earned in

this scheme are exeiriht from
income Tax, (Under S#c.80C & 80L)

Non-resident Indians &an get
13% interest.

. Quite a package, isn't it? i
Please contact ; .
THE DIRECTOR OF SMALL SAVINGS
143, Anna Salai Madras 600 002
ORYOUR NEAREST POST OFFICE
DIPA-809/83-EP
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