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A memorial coloumn for Thanthai Periyar was unveiled
on 9—4—1982 at Thanjavur.

The book ““Akkarai Seemaiyil Aaru Véarangal;»

written by Thiru S. Thirunavukkaras®
Hon’ble_Miniger for Industries was released

The 92nd Birth Anniversary of Dr. Ambedkar was cBi®
Kalaivanar Arangam on 18—4—1982.
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Honourable Minister for Tourism
and Civil Aviation Thiru Sharma,
Dr. Venkatraman, Thiru Sanghi and
other Office bearers of TAAI, Thiru
Srivatsan and other distinguished
Delegates to this Convention,

I have great pleasure to be amidst
you when our Hon'ble Union
Minister is to inaugurate the
31st Annual Convention of the Trav-
el Agents Association of India. At
the outset, I would like to cxtend on
behalf of the Government of Tamil
Nadu and on my own behalf, a very
hearty welcome  to our Union
Minister and all other distinguished
Delegates to this Convention..

It is in the fitness of thingsthatthis
31st Convention is held in Madras
which is the Eastern' Gateway to
India and it is equally appropriate
thatitis inaugurated by our esteemed
friend Thiru Sharma who has with-
in a short period of his tenure, has
several achievements like the aboliti-
on of the foreign travel tax to his
credit. His latest achievement, for
which I have to congratulate him,is
his success in persuading his colleag-

" A,

ue to abolish the Hotel Receipts Tax.
It augurs well for the future to have
a dynamic, efficient and affable per-
son like ThiruSharma at the helm of
affairs. I have only one grievance
against him, that is, he is not able
to come down to South as often as
we would like him to come, I hope
he will at least make up thisin the
future. '




1 am particularly delighted to be.

associated with this Convention of
the Travel Agents, because I am one
ofthe firm belivers inthe key role that
the Travel Ageats play. Although
the Central ard State Govern-
mentsbuild up the infrastructure and
promote the tourist attractions, it is
the Travel Agentswhoreally play the
crucial role of actuully selling the
product. Effective and imaginative
marketing make all thedifferenceto
the popularity of a product. 1t is the
Travel Agent who packages the tour-
ist attractions and presents them (o
the Tourist. So the travel agents have
to play a crucial role to face the cha-
llenges of the 80's. In this context
this convention has special signific-
ance.

I am happy to note that a record
number of Delegates are attending
this convention. I would attuch a lot
of importance to your deliberations
and conclusions. | would like to take
this opportunity to share some of my
thoughts with you on the subject.

It has been said that ours is a rich
country with poor people. All of us
in public service have the responsi-
bility to make it a rich country with
rich people. This is, no doubt, a diffi-
cuit task, but by no means an impos-
sible onme. As vou all know,
Tourism is one of the important
means of achieving this end of
rapid economic develcpment and

eradicating poverty. It has great
relevance to a developing country

like ours, not only because ot its~thut we have woken up at last

employment potential, capacity to
earn fcreign excharge but also be-
cause the tourist expenditure perco-
lates throughout the economy and
benefits many segments of the comm-
unity. Unfortunately, Tourism has
suffered by default in the past. This
is perhaps a.reflection of the popular
misconception that Tourism is a
leisure activity of the affluent and
it benifits only those engaged in
the tourism industry. On the other
hand, it i3 a fast growing industry
and international tourism has beco-
me a mass movement with varied
economic and social ramifications.
As a result of this neglect, in the sixti-
es and the seventies, we have got a
long way to go to catch up with even
our small neighbours.

India occupies 2.3 per cent of the
world’s space and has nearly 15 per
cent of the world population. But
our share of the world tourist arriv-
als is only about 0.28 per cent. Our
foreign exchange earnings from
Tourism, namely about Rs. 482crores
in 1980 is only about half of the
foreign exchange earnings of Hong-
kong, which is in the order of about
930 crores a year. The budgetary
allocation for tourism development
in our country forms a very small
percentage of our foreign exchange
earnings. I wounder, if it is the ref-
lectin of the mistaken notion that a
poor country with scarce resources
cannot afford to spend much on
tourism. One redeeming feature is

4i:d
tharks to the pioncering efforts of
peopie like Dr. Karan Singh and
now due to the dynamism of Thiru
Sharma and his able Secretary
Di Venkatramanwe findencouraging
trends at Delhi. T would only like
to submit that a lot more has to be

dene although we are on the right
path at last,

I would appeal to Thiru Sharma to
continue his battle for gettinga higher
priority and larger resources for this
sector. Let me also assure him that
my Government here has been doing
its best to step up the outlays on
Tourism manifoldinspite of our fin-
ancizl constraints.

Once we accept that Tourism des-
erves a higher priority and is one of
the effective means of bringing about
rapid egonomic development  we
should have a very well defined natio-
nal policy on,Tourism, I am aware of
the  pioncering efforts of Thiru
Sharma in this direction. 1 am also
happy to note that one of the import-
ant subjects of discussion at this Con-
vention relates to this national policy.
I'hope this will help to crystalise the
policy soon. Even a good policy can
be implemented badly as much as a
bad Advocate can spoil a good case.
So we should also think of a proper
frame work to implement this Nati-
onal Tourism policy.

Tourism cannot be promoted suce-
essfully by the Government alone.
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* I must congratulate you for your

1

Jdt has to be a joint effort of the~

Goverrment, Travel Trade and the
people. 1 hope this Convention
would take note of this and come 10
suitable conclusion to promote and
ensure a joint and co-ordinated
effort.

In order to reap maximum bene-
fit from the development of Tourism,
it is not only necessary to attract
larger number of tourisis, but 1t 18
also necessary to essure a proper dis-
persal of the tourist inflow without

allowing it toovercrowd certain places. &

This calls for a balanced develop-
ment of the tourist infrastructure 1p
all the regions which have tourist
attractions. In this coniext | wnjh to
to point out certain relevant facts,
if you do not mistake me to be par-
ochial. It is an indisputable fuct that
South has not received due aitenticn
cominensurate with the tourit atva-
ctions of the region. 1 only wish to
cite a few instances not by way of
complaints, but just to bring them
to the notice of our Chief Guest and
to request him to initiate remedial
measures.

It has been one of our lung pen-
ding requests o roule moere -
national f.ights through Muadras,
which is the Eastern Gateway (o
India. Even the Public  Accounts
Commitiec of the Government of
India has pointed out that Madras
Airport is under-qtlhsed, while the
Bombay Airport 18 very crowded.
There is urgent need to link up Mad-
ras wiith the Lastern and Western
Countries by dircer tlights. T am
grateful to you, Sir for sanctionir.g
a scparate domestic terminal for the
Macras Airport. The nternatioral
rerminal also requires to be expanded
4 this work has to be expedited.
The Indian Airlines Schedules  also
icave much to be desired. I under-
siand that in terms of revenue ear-
nings, S of the first 8 Airports are in
South India. In spite of this,very few
new services have been introduced.
There is need to connect places like
Madurai, Tiruchi.and Trivandrum
with Colombo and also to connect
them with each other. There is suffi-
cient justification for these new
services.

“4pitiative in introducing the third
dirline services. I would request you
to expedite the.introduction of the
Feeder services in the Southern Regl-
on soon. 1 am grateful to you for
sanctioning the prcject for strength-
eningof the Madurai Airport to recei-
ve Boeir gsand thereis urgent need to

strengthen the Tirvchirand: Coimba-
tore Airports also to meet the inun-
ediate requirements.

I understand that the group tou-
rists coming into our country from
a very small percentage of our total
tourists mainly because we have not
paid adequate attenticn to promote
charter, flights. If we are to take a
lesson from the expetience of the nci-
ghbouring countries, we should do
something, aboutthe operation of the
charters at a very early date. The
Travel Agents should take the initi-
ative in this regord and may in the
first instance seck to route Scandi-
navian charters comung to Colombo
through Mudras. In this connection,
I wish to tell the distirguished dele-

gates that South India offers vast
scope for special interest tours like
Golfing tours, Wildlife tours, Cul-
tural tours, etc,.

Another fact which I would like
to bring to your notice is that Rames-
waram has become a major port of
entry for the charter tourists who
come to Colombo. Despite the fact
that the shipping services between
Talaimannar and Rameswaram is
operated only for about nire months
in a year, as many as, 72,000 tourists
have entcred vii Rameswaram in
1979. This is a littlemore than the
tousists entering through Madras.
There is very great potential in this
region to be tapred,
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There is already a proposal to run
a shipping service round the year to
link up Colombo with Rameswaram.
I would request our Chief Guest to
take this up with the Ministry of
Shipping to arrange for a year round
shipping service linkirg Sri Lanka
with South India. This will bring
in 2 lot of tourists and it may not be
irrelevant to state here that we have
drawn up a Master plan for the deve-
lopment of Rameswaram and the
nearby islands. We have forwarded
this to the Government of India re-
questing foreign aid as the magni-
tude of the investment would be be-
yond the capacity of the State Gover-
ernment. External borrowing for
Tourism projects could be justified
on the ground that the project when
completed would carn foreign ex-
change many more times enabling
us to repay the loan.

1 have only one more thought to
share with you. It is said that our
TravelAgentsdo not pay much atten-
tion to promote domestictoursas the
margin of profits is rather low. I
don’t know how far this is correct.
If the Travel Agents could offer
suitable packages for domestic tours
at reasonable prices, this would be
availed of by a large number of peup-
e and it would be alow profit but high

volume proposition.

We always refer to the vastness of -

our country using the term ‘Kash-
mir to Kanniyakumari’, I would only
like to urge that Kanniyakumari
should receive at least half the atten-
tion which Kashmir has received.

I wish to thank the Chief Guest for
a number of things which he has
done‘ to us and I wish to assure him
ghat in his efforts to usher in a Tour-
ism revolution in our country, we
would be with him.

Before 1 conclude, I wish to thank

§ our Chief Guest for being with us

§. today and to thank the organisers of
g this Convention for giving me this

L unique opportunity of meeting you

[Speech delivered by Thiru
R. M. Veerappan, Minister
for Information, Religious
Endowments and Tourism
at the Inauguration of the
3ist  Annual Convention
of Travel Agents Association

of India, at Madras. )
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The

blend of the ancient and the new

ncient lega-

for all

modern-day progress, Tamil Nadu
Pallavas and many

each leaving behind incredi-

ble cultural treasures.

A land that has seen the
the

rise and fall of many ancient king-
doms, the Cholas, the Pandyas, the

Tamil Nadu is a window to the
Yet amazingly,

and of silver lined beaches.

Nadu, lush and colour drenched,
sunburnt and romantic, the essence
of an Eastern lifestyle, is inexpen-
sive, with the best of accommoda-
tion available to suit every pocket
and every tasie.

modern South as much as it is a
retains its old-world charm.

and the picturesque is truly remar-

wide open archive of a

kable.
Cheras,
others,

and warmth, of temples and legends
cies.

ple towers amidst a land of oriental
lushness greet the traveller ta Tamil
Nadu, a land that is truly the soul
of the South itself. A land of sun

H
H
)
H
)
)
«
3
)
-
.
2
’
3
“
)
H
bl
<
'y
0
b
-
Pl
P
13
bl
>
*
=
-
-

W

rail

travellers
lemy

kshi temple one
Here are the Pallava

his ancient land.
capitals of once-
Like magnifi-cent
is the replica of

amil Nadu, no place
Excellent road,
historic Poompuhar, the Chola port

From Madras, the capital and
of the wonders of India, and Thanja-
vur, its Brahadeswarar temple, a
tribute to the splendour of Chola

Here

gateway to T

1s too far.

and air services speed

to any point in t

Spread around are

proud kingdoms.

Madurai, its Meena

builders.

and planned city known to Pto
and Pliny.
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Kanchipuram
a Mammallapuram, thc former, oue-

of
town of a thousand temples, the

of the seven sacred Hindu cities, a
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=8% 522 3'—55 g 06 © »E‘I’. £gve ] Tamilnadu land of temples and long beaches-

o ?:OLD = g5 ¢ <73 =2 s> 57 4 is also a craft paradise. Nestled among the paddy

530 x° B 2279 4 b 35 s 8- fileds or palm groves are craftsmen with centuries

ag 5 3 'E.-:E =€ ggz = EEB of skill in stone, metal, wood, palmleaf, pith,

%féoég - wS::%?dﬁ-s—' %é"‘—;ﬁ grass, canc,elc.

ExTufi B SOEEINEELEE G .
p= o z Y=Y, s ETS Bo5883% EQ> The traditional crafis of Tamilnadu have for
é L£LTFL g8 2 SEoE“EufE2ED TR fong enjoyed world-wide fame. To promote the
< - ERE=2 ¥ 528 g EEs " <sGE¢ Tamilnadu handicraf.s and uplifi the traditional
z ©°7 Oﬁ E——: ; £a Y% g‘( = 33 =0 craftsmen, Tamilnadu Handicrafis Development
% g._g :r) =g ;‘3'; E g.gc: ?E‘:E% 203 2 = Corporation Liniitedv started funcliqning from
s O.E"C'.‘E'g 58 2 <=3a ‘é g g% ga_‘é—g 1-8-73 by amalgamating the then existing sale:-
< LETE g g < 222238 g5 o_gﬁ.g cum-procurement Depot of the Industries Depart-
& CLEEDNe X e gﬂmiz& Sk=f0 ment and the stock-in-trade of the Madras State

R . Handicrafts Cooperative Marketing Society.
D

The training-cum-production centres run by the
Industrics Depariment were also taken over by
this Corporation from 1-11-74. The object of
setting up the Tamilnadu Handicrafts Development
Corporation Ltd., known is *“ Poompuhar * is to
give more assistance to the crafismen families by
helping them not only in Marketing. but also in
production. The Corporation is procuring handi-
crafts items from the Artisans at various places at
‘réasonable prices and marketing them through
Showrooms in Tamilnadu and in other states.

&.. The sale of Handicrafts has been gradually

increasing vear after year due to the efforts of
this Corporation which is guided ably by an effec-
tive Board and a Minister and Chief Minister who
have the genuine interest of the craftsmen at
heart.  The Corporation hus also ofened new
chowroems a2t Chidambaram, Kanyaumari and




Tuticorin.  Further steps are being taken to open
new showrooms at various places where there is a
potential. = After the setting up of this Corporation
for Handicrafts an awareness among the public
has been created among the public that when they
buy handicrafts they are helping a cause. Cur-
- rently the sales of the Corporation are a little
less than Rs. 2 crores and the Corporation hopes
to substantislly increase it further in 1982-83.

Since the emphasis of the Corporation is
marketing, a special thrust is being given to in-
crease the export earnings. During 1981-82 the
Corporation has exported prestigious items like
a Temple Car to Kualalumpur, a massive wooden
panel to adorn the Atomic Energy Establishment
at Vienna and an Asthabhuja Anjaneya Stone

carved idol to Kualalumbur, apart from other

export orders. Palmlcaf products have also
been exported to London and a continuous cffort
is being maintained to step up the exports.

Poompuhar at present is having 20 Training
cum Production . Centres under its control.
During the period  80-81 total handicrafis worth
Rs. 40 lakhs were produced. During 1981-82
the production has been increased to Rs. 63 lakhs.
It has been planned for 82-83 to increase the pro-

ductior) to the tune of Rs. 70 lakhs in various handi-
crafts items.

An important activity of the Corporation
has been to ensure that the hereditary skills are
kept alive by imparting training according to the
regulated scientific mcthods. The Corporation
has imparted training to 690 candidates in various
crafts upto the vear 1980-81. For the year
1981-82, 222 candidates have undergone training.
This training programme will be continued in
1982-83 also. The Corporation has so far given
employment to 265 candicates out of the candi-
dates trained by it and a number of Artisans
families are given indirect employment in various
crafts.

The Handicrafts sector represents a skill
handed down from generation to generation.
The Corporation has been keepirg alive this tradi-
tion by running the training schemes. The
skills of the village craftsmen are being exposed
*» public through the various showrooms of the
Corporation. Due to the efforts of the Corpora-
tion, it is hoped to give a wider coverage and
canvas to these skills. Keeping this in mind, the
Corporation has also organised special exhibi-
tions for the crafts of Tamil Nadu in places like
Bangalore, Bombay, Calcutta and New Delhi
so that the buyers outside Tamil Nadu and ex-
porters also get an exposure to these crafts.
The efforts have been a success and will be conti-
nued. Besides Training, Production and Market-
ing activities, Poompuhar is giving State Awards
to the talented craftsmen every year.

". Thus,thanks to the Government and the Tamil-

¢ nadu Handicrafts  Development Corporation
{Poompuhar) the ancient skills live, survive and
thrive. The Craftsman keeps alive the ancient skill
and the Government keeps the craftsman more
than alive. Confident that there is a benevolent
buyer for the craft items, the potter, the icon
maker, the wood carver. .. .all work with a smile
on their face and cheer in their heart.



The ranges of mountains, form-
ing the eastern and western walls
support the triaigular table-land of
Southern India.  The  Eastern
Ghats run in fragmentary spurs and
ranges down the esst side of the
Peninsula, receding mnland and leav-
_ing broad tracts between their base
and their coast. The Western
Ghats form the great sca-wall for
the west side of the Peninsula, with
only a narrow strip between them
and the shore. At ane point they
rise in precipices and hcadboards
out of the ocean, and truly look
like colossal ‘landing stairs’ from
the sea. The Eastern and Western
ghats meet at an angle in the Nilgiris,
and so complete the three sides of
the interior table land. The .inner
plateau has an elevation seldom
exceeding 2,000 to 3,000 feet. Its
best-known hills are the Nilgiris
(blue mountains) which contain
Qotacamund (7,000 feet). , The
highest point,the Dodabetta,reaches
8,760 fcet. Tne Cauvery rises in
these mountains, and traverses the
whole breadth of the central table-
land before they reach the ocean
on the eastern shores of India.
On the east. the country is compara-
tively open, and everywhere zccessi-
ble to the spread of civilization.
It is here that all the great kingdoms
of Tamil Nadu had - their capitals.
The east coast is a comparativel
dry region. Except in the delta o
the Cauvery the crops are depen-
dant upon local rairfall which rarely
excaeds 40 inches in the year. The
soil is poor, the general elevation
high, and the mountains are not
profusely covered with forest.

NATURES

The Eastern Ghats arc a dis-
jointed line of small confused range
which begin in Orissa and end in
the Nilgiri plateau.  They are about
2,000 feet in elevation on an average,
and their highest peaks arc less than
6,000 feet. As they travel south
wards they recede further inland,
and leave a stretch of low country
from 100 to 150 miles wide between
their easternmost spurs and the
sea.  To the west of them lies a level
upland plain, averaging from 1,060
to 2,000 feet in height, one section
of which is known as the Deccan.

The Eastern Ghats belongs to
no one geological formation, and
the rocks,of which they consist,
vary in structure and origin with
the land through which they pass.
The various sections of the range

indeed differ gréatly in other charac-
teristics also.

In . North Arcot, Salem and

Coimbatore the range is very broken

and contain no well marked lines,
until in the last-named district the
Billigiri-Rangan Hills, which lic
close to the Nilgiri plateau, are
reached. o

- Few “jvers rise in the range.

Fu ther Southwards no am, of
importance flow from it. .- ’%‘O‘
usually a wa‘ters&.w?"fhcr’ ‘rivers
Pennar, Ponniyar and Cauvery have

: ¥

all found their way through the’

many gaps which occur in its long
course.

The Western Ghats running
southwards continue_in the same

~

BOUNDARY

general direction at a distance ol
0 o 100 miles from the cea
until they terminate at Kanyakumiri
the Southernmost  extremity of
India. Soon alter emerging from
Coorg they arc joined by the range
of the Eastern Ghats, which sweep
down from the other side of the
peninsula ; and at the poinp of junc:
tion they rise up high into the
plateau of the Nilgiris, on which

‘stand the hill stations of Oolaca-

mund (7,000 feet), Coonocr, Well-
ington and Kotaigiri, and whose
lofticst peaks arc - Dodabetta (8.760
feet) and Makurti {(over 8,0C0).

Immediately south of  this
plateau the range, which now runs
between thie Districts cf Malabar
and Coimbatore, is interrupted by
the remarkable Palghat Gap, the
only break in the whole of the length.
This is about 16 miles wide, and-1s
scarcely more than 1,000 feet above
the level of the sea. The Railway
runs through it, and it thus forms
the chief line of communication
between the two <ides of this part
of the peninsula. South of this
gap the Ghats rise abruptly agun
to even more than their former
height. At this point they are
known by the local name of the
Anama'ais, or ‘Elephant hills’ and
the minor ranges they here throw
off to the west and east are.called
respectively the Nelliampathis and
the Palani Hills. On the latter Is
situ~ted the sanatorium of Kodai-
kanal. Thereafter, as they run down
to Kanyakumari they resume their
former name.

Consigerable  areas  on the .
Madras section of the range have
been opened up by European Capi-
wal in the last half-centuary for the
cultivation of iea, coffee, cinthona.
and cardamoms. Its forests are
also of great commercial value.
hamboos, blackwood and teak
growing with special Juxuriance.
The hesvy forest with which the
range is clothed is the source of
the most valuable of the rivers
which traverse the drier country
to the cast namely the Cauvery,
Vaigai and Tambraparant. < %

Before the days of roads and
railways the Ghats rendered com-
munication between the west and
east coasts of Tamilnadu a matter
of great difficulty ; and the result
has been that the people of the
strip of land which lies between
them and the sea differ widely in
appearance, languages, customs,
and laws of inheritance from those
in the eastern part of the State.
On the range itself moreover are
found several primitive tribes,
among whom may be mentioned the
well-known Todas of the Nilgirs,
the Kurumbas of the same plateau,
and the Kadars of the Anaimalais.




Tamil Nadu 18 endowed with afgrcat %\;Itl\rxlrdall-

heritage With rare types of st){hsed orms e

enous . dances and music which have Pr s
fenes e oty and w3 MOUEL i

sag. The Soul of NG s

,cetgutrtl;s Soul of her art lies in her anc_:lem il':(t)he
t;:I:)x'ms of Art. The process of _evoluhon o0 he
folk forms OWes itself to the yocation qf t‘he ;;e a% . .
The village folks in Tamil?adumatlrcehrg?\;}ns lyC aei libour

i :~ulture which invoives '
‘ann?lgr;::lai:.r The various places of ak%nc‘}l_l‘t‘:;:
have their seasons. As the arts of the ‘their
folk are intertwined with their vopztxltxt);é thert

forms of art also changes along wit P

of agriculwre. .

' ic, which
the calm and serene folkmusic,
red?t:)‘;;ales from the time of ploughing theﬁetl:liss,
gives place to folk dances performed 1n €CS y
after the harvest.

FOLK MUSIC

i ic i ide with the
the villages, music rmgs.alongsn th th
worlznof the pcgp\e——Tungs sprlp%‘ f:lc;m 16}:3?;‘ ;ogi‘
f music Synchiuuises. with the s
‘s:t:::;. ° Music at the ploughf 1\24\1?10 att‘ itlger gaerlidnsé
ic at the Canal bunds ! usic W
m:sgo;s! Music while harvesting the producei!
Music while th, ~hing t'he g_ram_s‘. Thus the whole
village reverberates with music. ,

of the popular forms of folk music 1s
Villu?)::tu. Six to eight SIngers use a hugg;,‘ taovzo
like instrument with tinkling bells attacde o
the thick string of the bow. P;\ muc . gnd
ently beaten in the mouth by 2 leather pl
§ Udukku - is also used. The themes centre
e nd the meritbriousdeedslof Gods and Goddesses,
rOW s and heroines. Katt2 Bomman and Desing
Ly favourite themes ‘of their folk songs.
Roja a:icr of this group will narrate the song
{l;icleby stage and the rest will punctuate.it by
stag

repetition-

KAICHILAMBU :

Kaichilambu is a sort of folk Katha Kalakshe-

pam set to the tune of music and by musically

sounding silambus. Group dancing is also done
to the tune of this music.

_ There are other kinds of popular folk music
like harvest song etc.

FOLK DANCES :

_Folk dances can be grouped under three
major heads for convenient study :

1. Dances by professional troupes :

2. Community dances amongst all sections
of dpeoplc during social and religious festivities;
an

3. Tribal dances of the hills and forests.
DANCES BY PROFESSIONAL TROUPES :

Amongst the folk dances of professional
troupes, Karagam, Kavadi, Pyraviattam or Dummy
Horse Dance, Therukoothu(folk play) and Bomma-

lattam (Puppetry) are the most prevalent popular
varieties,

KARAGAM :

Karagam or dancingwithdecorated pot or
vessel on the head to the accompainment of
Nagaswaram music is a folk art popular in Tamil
Nadu. It is danced mostly for propitiating
Mariamman and other village deities to get rains
‘and to ward off epidemics.

KAVADI

The Kavadi is a well known type of folk-

dances. Most of the devotees of Lord Muruga
take to it as a devotional offering to the almighty.
The Kavadi is an arched wood and cloth work.
The short wooden based rod held on the neck of
the dancer is swung by him round and round
according to his dance movements. Some pro-
fessional experts display amazing feets of skill
in it by balancing and moving the Kavadi all
over the body and in various poses without the
support of their hands. The dance is performed
according to the varied tunes of the popular tune
known as ‘ Kavadi Chindu’. The orchestra is
Naiyandi Melam consisting of two Nagaswarams,
two Thavils, a Pambai and a Thamukku.

Naiyandi Melam is an orchestra by itself and
is used as accompamnment for Karagam, Kavadi,
dummy horse dance znd other folk dances. The
peculiarity of it is that the instrumentalists too
dance while playing their instruments.

B
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PURAVI Attam or Dummy Herse Diance ¢

in the Puravi Attam the dummy horse is
made with bambco frame work covered with
thick paper or card board. It is so lavishly
decorated as to recemble a well-bred palace-horse
or war-horse. Through a hole at the back of the
horse, the dancer stands, with the upper vortion
of his body above the waist being visible and his
legs fitted up with short wooden stilts. This
gives him an appcararce of riding the horse and
he dances to the tune of the Naiyandi Melam.

BOMMALATAM (Puppetry)

In the Bommalatiam, the characters of a
drema are represented by decorated dolis and
their movements are manipulated by black strings
held by skilled pupetteers standing behind a short
screen.  Scenes from puranas like Harichandra,
Rukumangada ctc. are generally depicted.  The
music 15 riot only of 2 high order uppreacking the
classical modes but alco very appealing. “The
acting of the dolls appear almost hunian and they
are made to dance Bharata Natvam items Lke
Alarippy, Jathiswaram and Thillana,

PEACOCK Dance

The dancer wears the mask of a peacock and
g«.l‘gc; t‘hc feathers vud dorces to 1he tune of music
mitative of the movement and gait of the ‘YL‘ll\“(JQ‘!\j'
Thlsvd;mcc is peneralty rerformed as ag i’ Tude
in Karagam and Kavadi dances.

nterfude

¥
¥
4
5
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FOLK Drama -

The folk pia iTns
as “Therukogthzs’ OgvTam”nddu popularly known

themes and they are ;: generally about puranic

and dialogues The 4 Ice
h ¢ Jdancer-o 2
costumes. " Good Ancer-zctors wear antique

. 00 troures may be said to be
imngl‘;]’i;t:qucatmna_l institutions, for they try to
ofGod lndthe minds of the masses a deep love
to diss 800d conduct, social virtues and a capacity

Suntuish the good from the bad. These

o'k Plays are performed i
i !
sions of Temple. festivalsge erally during occs-

resented with music, dance

Weavers, weaving at break of duy

Why do you weave a garment so gay
Biuc as the wing of a halcyon wild

We weave the robes of a new born child
Weavers, weiving at fall of night

Why do you weave the garment so bright”?
Like the plumes of a peacock purple and green

We weave the marriage veils of a queen
Weavers, weaving solemn and still .

What do you weave in the m<,>on-tl]1ﬁh},

: chil’

White as a feather and white as a cloud

We weave a dead man’s funeral shroud.

9

Thus wrote Sarojini Naidu when she watched
theskilled artist at work whose nimble fingers flew
in and out to give shape to his colourful imagi-
nation.

The Muslins from India were in demand as
far back as 5,000 B. C. to enshroud the Egyptian
mummies.Legend has it that these fine Muslins
when moistened and spread on grass became al-
most invisible. It is difficud to believe that
human hands could weave fabrics so fine.

The Indian Weaver has been the artisan as
well as the artist-his hands executed what his
imagination visualized. And his natural sensi-
tivity to rythm and colour, line and curve made
him a perfect designer and a master craftsman.
The skill has passed from father to son, so that
in the course of time a tradition has been built
and sustained. -

Each statc has its own distintive weave, design
or style. The gorgeous saris and celebrated
brocades of Varanasi, the Himrus of Hyderabad,
the beautiful silks of Kancheepuram, the tradi-
tional sarees of Adyar, the delicate work of
Chanderi, Maheshwaries of Madhyapradesh, the
Patan Patolas of Gujarat, the Chikan muslins of
Lucknow, the prints of Farukabad, Bombay'and
Jaipur are all fascinating to the fashion conscious.

Silk Sarees :

The finest silk sarees of myriad rich hues and
laden with Zari and lace, are the pride of Kanchi
where an almost-time-less handloom industry
flourishes. Kanchi’s exquisite silk sarees are
woven from pure mulberry silk in contrasting
colours, - with vivid bold designs, broad borders
with designs woven in jari or silk thread, and
have an enviable reputation for lustre, durability
and finish, matched by no other fabrics, synthetics
included.l

More than 5,000 families o{ weavers ply the
looms and their spectacular creationsare marketed
by a number of co-operatives.

The silk sarees of Kanchipuram have a market
in forcign countries and when the tourists visit ‘ ,
Kancheepuram, they make it a point to buy these 75 “Af g
sarees. These sarees can be worn as such or can . * " ™" '
be cut and tailored into beautiful evening grows
which will look fantastic. ,

Dress designers the world over have taken an

increasing interest in the handloom textiles of our
tountry as fashion fabrics with great, potentia-

lities. The shades and designs are too numerous
to choose from as also the materials to work"with.



By the term ‘Ceramics’ is implied
a material made of clay or similar
substance formed in plastic state and
then dried and fired to a temperature
high enough to give the necessary
strength.

Until the lasterpart of the nine-
teenth century; Ceramics was used
only to designate clay wares. But
now the term Ceramics is used in a
wider sense. Articles made from
ceramic raw materials and which
are made plastic by other means
than by the use of clay are also now
classified as ceramics provided that.
after shaping, they are subjected to
a firing process. Ceramics can
therefore be defined as products of
*high temperature chemistry of non-
‘metalic materials”.

' CERAMIC INDUSTRY ENCOM.
'PASSES PRODUCTION OF:

Crockery, sanitary wares, glazed
tiles, high tension insulators, low
tension insulators, stoneware pipes,
stoneware containers, structural
ware and construction materials
refractories,  corderite, steatite,
rutile, titanium, zircon bodies used

exhaustively in the manufacture of

low loss insulators, insulating,
materials and abrasives like silicon
carbide, fused alumina, boron-car-
bide etc,,

The moreimportant raw materials

used in the Ceramic Industry are:
\]

Ball Clay, bauxite, borax, calcite,
china clay, dolomite, felspar, fire

clays, graphite, gypsum, kyanite, -

limestone, magnesite,
silica, silliminite,
etc., '

Apart from this, chemicals like
Zm_c Oxide, Tin Oxide, Cobalt
Oxide, Manganese-di-Oxide, Vana-
dium . Pentoxide .Boric Oxide etc.,
are also extensively used especially

for the preparation of coloured stains
and glazes,

Out of these raw materials, good

deposits of buaxite, calcite, china
clay, felspar, fire clays, gypsum,
limestones, magnesite and quartz
are available in Tamilnadu
China clay, which forms a major
ingredient “in the manufacture of
white warezis available from lignite
mines of Neyveli in South Arcot
District. The naturally occuring
crude clay has to be washed and
purified before use. For this purpose,
a washing plant with a capacity
.of 6,000 tonnes per annum is avail-
‘able at Neyveli. Apart from this,
it has. been reported that deposits of
China clay occur 1n the mica mines
of Kollapalli and Cherambadi. in
Gudalur Taluk of Nilgiris District.

_quartz and
steatite, zirocon

Good quality deposits of felspar
and quarts suitable for the Ceramic
Industry occur in large quantities
in Trichy and Salem Districts.
Fire Clay of good refractory grade is
available from Panruti, Tindivanam
and Neyveli in South Arcot District
and from Sivaganga in Rama-
nathapuram District.

Gypsum is ground and calcined
to convert it into Plaster of Paris
which finds use in the Ceramic in-
dustry for the manufactureafmoulds.
Gypsum occurs in Trichy and Coim-
batore districts in our State. It is also
recovered as a by-product from Salt
pans in Tuticorin, The chief use of
Magnesite is in the manufacture of
refractory bricks for lining furnaces
especially in iron and steel industry.
The magnesite of Salem district is of
high quality and output from
Salem  accounts for a very high
total production

percentageof the
In oyr country.

Ceramic products supply the needs
of man in the construction and
decoration of buildings (Bricks and
Tiles): they are used in the manu-
facture of metals (refractory mote-
rials); as irsulators in the electrical
industry (porcelain and steatite,)
in the manufacture of chemical
products (Stoneware and porcelain),
in sanitatfon (Stonaware and Vitreous

wares), in drainage of water
and sewage (Stonewares). The pot-
tery branch of the ceramic industry
supplies the various domestic re.
quirements from the kitchen to the
dining room. In the production of
artware, practically all types of cera-
mic materials 2re used from ordinary
red clay to fine china,

Ceramic Industry is one of the
basic indus'ries whose products are
so vital for the rapid industrialisation

of our country. Many industries are Th

absplutely dependent upon refrac-
tories which is a branch of Ceramic

Industry. Power industry uses great

quantities in boiler furnaces. The
Cement Industry requires Refracto-
ries for their Rotary kilns. The Iron
and Steel industry is vitally con-
cerned witk  refractories. In  the
non-ferrous industry also, refracto-
ries play an essential part both for
withstanding high temperatures and
for resisting various types of slags.
Refractories are also of vital im-
portance to many other industries
such as kilns for ceramic production,
glass furnaces etc. With the rapid
industrialisation taking place in our
country .a large demand for refrac-
tories has been created and this
accounts for a number of refractory
menufacturing units all over the
[ A

In our country, the development
of the industry has been particularly
rapid during the last thirty years.
Prior o Independence the ‘ceramic
requirements of our couniry were met
mostly- by imports. We have now

succeeded in developing a fairly
sophisticated industry producing
Dinner ware, Sanitary ware, Insula-
tors, Glazed Tiles, Refractories etc.
Not only has there been a rapid rise
I production but there has been

constant improvement in quality
also.

_ Along with deveiopments in other
industrial fields, the Ceramic Ip-

"dustry has achieved notable pro-

gress in Tamil Nadu. The installed
capacity and production have in-
creased considerably over the past
few years. The accelarated building
programme has created a great de-
mand for sanitaryware and bricks,
Piogrammes of generation of electric
power and its distribution have
stepped up the demand for Insulators.
e Ceramic industry including
Brick and Tile manufacture is at
present affording employment oppor-
tunities to over 2 lakh persons of all

categories. To overcome the dearth
of technically qualified people of
Ceramic Traizing Institute was astr-
ted at Vridhachalam in 1964 and is
offering a 4 year course in Ceramic
which includes one year inplant
training in commercial units. Every
year 15 students are selected and they
are paid a stipend of Rs. 100/- each
per month. 10 more students are also
recruited without stipend which in-
cludes 5 seats reserved for nominees
of Ceramic Factories and other
Ceramiciastitutions.

1

During 1965 two major factories
for the manufacture of high tension

“insulators with collaboration of well

known foreign firms have gone into
production. Similarly a major unit
for manufacture of sanitaryware has
been started in collaboration with a
German- firm. At present all these
units are engaged in expanding
their production facilities on an
ambitious scale. In the field of heavy
clay manufacture, two fully mecha-

TN T

| niéezdeffc:‘k'univtS, ‘é‘l‘{‘oof ihg Tile unit,

three Stoneware Pipe factories and
five Refractory units arein operation
in the State. Besides, there are
several small scale units engaged in
the manufacture of varied types of
Ceramic ware.

In the public sector also the deve-
lopment has been equally impressive
and in this respect, the activities of
ceramic units at  Vridhachalam,
South Arcot District are noteworthy.
These units originally started during
the sixtees under- the aegis of the
Department of Industries and Com-
merce were later merged in 1974
under a separate public limited
company known as Tamilnadu
Ceramics Limited (TACEL). The
existence of high potential for deve-
loping Ceramic  Industries was
'visualised _more than two decades
back and Government tookthe initia-
tiveto setup an integrated ceramic
complex at Vridhachalam. It may
be said that this step of the Govern-
ment had a catalysticeffect resulting
in a number of manufacturing units
coming up in the private sector.
Besides setting up medium sized
commercial units at Vridhachalam

for manufacture of Sanitaryware .
~and Stoneware Pipes ,Government

have also started a training centre
in Art Pottery and a Functional
Industrial Estate for Ceramics with
supporting service and firing facilities
for the benefits of Small Scale enter-
preneurs. The modern oil fired
Tunnel Kiln constructed at a cost
of Rs. 35.00 lakhs is a unique kiln
facility provided at Vridhachalam
and the same is being availed of by
over 80 Small Scale Units manu-
facturing a wide range of ceramic
products which includes L.T. Insu-
lators, crockery, sanitaryware, In-
dustrial ceramic products, H.T.
Insulators etc. Tacel also runs a
fully Mechanised Brick Unit at
Thirumazhisai near Poonamalle, a

Rural work centre at Omalur and .

a training unit in Art Pottery at
Madras.

M/s Ramakrishnan Clay Products,
Vellore are the pioneers in the manu-
facture of fire clay sanitary wares.
Most of the requirements of red
clay building bricks .in Madras city
are’ being met by about 80 brick
units situated beyond Ammjakugi
West of Madras city.

The advancing techniques of metal-

lurgy, fast developing field of electro-.
niciyand the rapidly growing Science .

of outer space are throwing great
chalienges to the Ceramic Industtﬁ/.
Ceramics of tomdrrow offers to the
talented scientists and technologists

an exciting field of vast potentialities. . 4
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'Pun_npuhar (Thanjavur District) was the port
§ capital city of Chola Empire in the Sangam period.
g The cli{ty which once flourished at the mouth of

niver Kaveri is mentioned by Foreign writers like
_ FI‘OLEMY and PLINY (Anciengtn Greek and
?}omqn Geographers). Sangam Literatures like

Pe;tt:nﬁppalax’f, “Silappathikaram”, and *“Mani-
mekalai” describe the layout of the city and sing
its glory.
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I X 3 x 2" for superstry fl

: ctur .
binding substance was only Mud .Moer)ta?fldGe;l;tf
to bind together the stone
of a superstructure to pro-

Buddha Vihara and Mud Mortar Mix:

600Detalled analysis of the ancient Mud Mo@,

year oldjused in Buddha Vi
(e year uddha Vihara showed that
SPECIES ROUS. MATERIALS (PANDANUS

"EC] ST pibyy mrii) had bee
chief ingredient for binding, ‘besidelsl l;?:d * atrll';

R -t J&igggyéawi:h the ageing of the Buddha Vihara
% not the {,y aste of the Sucrose has lessened but
inding Capacity, the analysis showed.

The site of Buddha Vihar (1600 year old) at
Pallavaneeswaram of Kaveripoompattinam (Pum-
puhar) was excavated by the Archaeological Survey
of India and it formed part of old Pumpuhar.

' Buddha Vihara was built of well burnt bricks

* of various sizes (14 x 77 x 37 bricks for basement § 4
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The Asian Games village in the Siaifort arca
will be an exclusive township for the stay of all
the International Sports men/women and officials
numbering 5,000 partivipating in the yarious ¢vents
during Asian Games 1982. Besides furnished
residential accommodations, the integral village
project aims at providing  spacious building and
landscape. facilitics for dining, recreations and
refaxation.

Village Facilities

Besides living accommodation, the Complex
would have a practice area for wrestlers, weight
lifters and boxers. It will also have a sauna bath
for boxers and lifters. Also being provided
nearby are an athletic track for warming up,
separate football and hockcy fields, two volleyball
courts, two basketball courts and 1wo tennis courts.
The Village will have a community hall where the
weightlifting cvents will be held. It will also te
used for cultural. programmes, when the weight
lifting is not in progress. Seating capacity in this
Hall will cater for 2,200 people. Provision Fus
been made for a Mini-Hospital, a shopping centre
and other attractions, includinga tower restaurant-
cum-viewing gallery.

The Complex will also have an Administrative
Block and a dining-cum-kitchen complex, large
enough to provide dining facilities for 2000
athletes at a time.

Yillage Accommodatian

Exch dwelling unit will have three fully fur-
nished bedrooms and a drawing room. Each
bedroom will house two participants.  Most of the
bedrooms have their own independent open ter-
races. A hot plate and a tea kettle will be provic-
ed in each kitchen.

The chefs-de-mission attached to each con-
tingent, will be the sole occupant of one complete
dwelling unit. One room of the dwelling unit
will be available for office use, where a typewriter

" and stenotypist will be provided.




The Administrative Block will have a Confe-
rence Room which can be booked in advance.
This room will be large enough to accommodate
about 30 persons. / .
Meals and Drinking Water o

Three varieties of food will be served-Indian,
Continental and Chinese.

There are four dining halls in the Asian
Games Village whereallthethree varieties will be
served. There will be a different menu every

day. Special care will be taken to provide tested
and purified drinking water.

Opening and Ciosing
Dates of the Village

Though the opening and closing dates are
yet to be finalised, it is customary to permit
participants to check up in a week prior to the
opening of the Games.

Transportation

Cars will be provided to chefs-de-mission.

Deluxe buses will be provided for the partici-
pants and team officials.

Transport arrangements will also be provided
within the Asian Games Village.

i
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Medical Services
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A ten-bed Mini-Hospital will be set up at the
Asian Games Village. Ttis hospital will take
care of the minimum requirementsof those in need
of medical treatment and also accommodate those
in need of hospitalisation for short periods. The
Mini-Hospital will also have the services of various
specialists and will be equipped with X-Ray
apparatus-laboratories and facilities for emergency
operations. Two ambulances will be attached to
the Mini-Hospital.

Each sports venue will have two first-aid
posts, one inside the Stadium and another out-

side. An ambulance will also stand-by at each
sports venue.

First aid facilities will be provided at the
practice sites. * Dope” and “Sex” tesls, as re-
quired under the rules will be carried out. Arrange-
ments for these tests will be made at each venue
and ‘samples’ thus collected, will be sent for test
to the All India Institute of Medical Sciences.
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ted are ied out in procession to the
beat. of drums, pipe horns and
music. In Madurai and Rama-
nathapuram, a kind of bull fight
called the *JALLIKATTU” is
held. Bundless of currency notes ’
. are tied to the horns of ferrocious
S h bulls and unarmed young men

« try 1o rest the bundles. In days of
old rich mirasdars would rear bulls
.. especially for this occasion and
.+ Whoever tames the bull would get

- practice is no more now. Rice
=+ - made into coloured balls are left in

Cofhs 3 open terraces and courtyards for the
birds.

On , the last day, “Kannum
Pongal” men, women and children
of all ages dressed in colourful
+ clothes visit the elders to pay their
di regards and respects. In villages,

¢ the families go to the river banks

— cook and eat the meals in the open:
i They sing and dance the Kummi

¥ and the Kolattam and enjoy them-

3 _selves.‘ In towns and cities, dressed
% in their best, they throng the cinema

% houses, exhibitions and museums.

& In general it is an outing for the
entire family more or less a picnic.

What Pongal means to i

s Tamils will be seen fram the w:;
he prepares for it. He cleans the
ouse, white washes it which gives a

# ; new look. He buys new ;
§ for all the members of his ?alt‘r)rtxg;s Y

On the third day, h

) elders. In villageg, :h‘grm:

g takes the vegetables from his land to -
his landlord and greets him and

receives a token sum in return,

and bulls which are thus gaily decor- ;

¢ -the hand of his daughter, This ¥ " cherry.

‘thousand

_ ‘There are numerous inscriptions on

Thiruvakksrai in South Arcot
District is about 5 Kms. from the
main road of Tindivanam—Pondi-
cherry via Mailam. A metalled
road to Thiruvakkarai branches off -
near Karasanur from the Tindi-
vanam—Pondy road. It is about
25 Kms. from Tindivanam via
Mailam and 21 Kms. from Pondi-

Thiruvakkarai is situsted on
the bank of the Gingee river. In
the olden days it was an important
town and its ancient streets can still
be traced in the vicinity. Its Siva
temple dedicated to Chandramoulis-
wara, which stands in a command-
ing position on the bank of the
river, is a striking construction with
a tower of seven storeys, 151 feet
above the sea-level. In front of it
is a stone Nandi some six feet high,
which is probably the largest in the

‘district and near it are two big

images of Ganesha and a large
lingam. The temple was construc-
ed by the famous Chola queen,
Sembiyan Madheviyar. It was for-
merly much bigger and had a
pillared Mandapam.

the walls and the gateways mostly
relating to gifts of gold, sheep or
cows for maintaining lights, and

iland_s for the upkeep of the temple.
.The thousand-pillared mandapam.

and the gopuram were built by one
Ammayappan Sambuvarayan, who

_took the Pandya country. Perhaps

2 localchieftain who assisted Kulot-
tunga Chola III in his conquest of

Fossil

Park

at

e -

Near this village and areas
adjoining to it large petrified tree
trunks have been discovered. They
occur scattered over the surface if
low ridges of ferruginous grits.
Some of these fossil tree trunks are
more than 30.48 Metres (100 ft)
long and 1.52 metres (5 ft) in dia-
meter. As these are devoid of
bark, roots or branches, they must
have been transported to their
present resting place before they
became petrified. The tree trunks
have been completely altered and
the organic matter in them has
been replaced by silica. The for-
mations are known geologically as
Cuddalore series and are nearly
20 million years old. There is a
popular belief ghat these petrified
tree trunks are the bones of a rak-
shasa or demon, slain on the spot

" by Vishnu. The earliest account of

" these fossil woods is by M. Sonnerat

(1781 AD) an European naturalist.

" The petrified tree trunks found

THIRUVAKKARAI

the Pandya Kingdom. A second
mandagam and gopuram Wwere
built by one Kangeyan in 1130.
The fame of the ‘temple has been
sung by Tirugnana Sambandar}

here and in the areas adjoining to
it have been studied in some detail
since long. They constitute the
woody portions of Mosembrigzylon,
Schmidianum (a Gymnosparm)' and
some Angiosparms. The modern
families like Guthjerae, Celestra-
ceac  leguminiseaz  (Tamarind
Family) and Euphoribicae (Hibi-
sous) are likely to be represented
in them. Some of these woody
fossils resemble the modern species
of Tamarinds and it i8 quite possible
that many of the modern . living
forms existed during those remote

periods.



Backmwaters  always hold a
special fascination for the Lover of
nature. This phenomenon of the
ebb and flow of the tidal waters
intertwining amidst myriad islands

isunusualon theMadras coast and g4

is consequently a subject of special ;
attraction. The Pichavaram Forest E
is not a mere back water but com- §

bines another rare occurrence, the
* mangrove forest”, trees perma-
nently rooted in a few feet of water.

Pichavaram, which lies between the |

mouths of the Coléroon and the
Vellar, is 12 miles by road from
Chidambaram and consists of a
number of islands interspersing a
vast exparse of water and covered
with green trees. The area is about
2,800 acres and is separated from
the sea by a sand bar which is a
beach of extraordinary loveliness.

The visitor has to approach

Pichavaram through Killai to the

Karithurai shore which will be his
starting point for the journey.
From here the boat takes him for a
cruise around the backwaters in the
geuneral direction of the sea. He
can weave in and out and around
the 1slets and reach the sand bar in

30 fo 40 minutes. To the botanist,

the rare species like Aviconnia and
Rhizophora will present a special
attraction. To the Zoologist, no
dpubt, the sight of numerous birds
like  watersnipes, Cormorants,
Egrets, Storks, Herons,” Spoonbills
and Pellicans, will hold great interest.
To the casual visitor, the boat ride
1s an unforgettable experience, espe-
cially on a cool evening when the
rays of the setting sun shine across
the waters silhouetting:on the hori-
zofl the Gopurams of the Chidam-
barMn Temple. There are also
watet sports if one is so in-
clined. The beach is an ideal swim
spot and the angler has opportuni-
ties waiting his bait in shallow
waters.

A word about the mangrove
species. They have a number of
structural adaptations to suit factors
like water logging, salinity, strong
winds and lack of soil acration.
Stilted roots provide firm ancho-
rage to the trees and ° breathing
roots’ grow above the level of
water. These can be seen standing
in radiating rows all along the banks
and function as organs of respira-
tion. Their fruits are Wdapted to
float for long periods without dete-
rioration. Germination 1n these
trees takes place while the fruit is
still attached to toe parent plant
and the embryo grows out of the

- e b
frui‘t yvhile it is still so attached
uptll it fall_s off and takes imme-
diate root in the “wet soil. These

trees have a few uses as tanning and

dyeing material 1
fitel. , poles, staves and

__The development plans for
Pichavaram as a tourist resort are
still at the initial stage. It is now

——— -
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connected to Chidambaram by a
motorable blacktopped road, 18
miles in length. It is proposed to
provide two motor boats to begin

with,which __will be_ anchor ‘

i

the Karithurat shore where there is a
newly constructed jotty. There will
be a tiny rest house on the Kari-
thurai shore consisting of two rooms
with baths attached and later on a
bathing house on the sand bar
separating the backwaters from the

' sea. The development of a few

rest spots on the islands is also
under consideration where boats
can land and visitors can enjoy a
few hours of angling. It is hoped

¥ that these modest facilities will be

attractive enough for the inclusion
of Pichavaram in the itinerary of
the tourist visiting Chidambaram
or Pondicherry or both.

The backwaters are the favou-
rite fishing grounds of a sizeable
community of fishermen living in
and around Killai. The country
craft used by them is a type of

t canoe. They use ordinary throw-

nets and drag-nets made of cotton,
although nylon is becoming increas-

| ingly popular due to the efforts of

the Department. The fishermen
have banded themselves into a co-

® operative sociery which provides

its members with a number of
facilities.

Ten miles north of Pichavaram
lies the famous historical town of
Portonovo, named by the Portu-
guese who were the earliest European
settlers here at the end of the 16th
Century. The local name is Paran-
gipettai. It was once a famous port
and is now only a fishing harbour.
It figured prominently during the
European scramble in this part of
the country in the 17th and 18th
centuries and was occupied &t one
time or the other by the Portuguese,
Dutch, Danes, French and the Eng-
lish. It was also captured by the
Marathas and by Hyder Ali.Among
the many interesting battles fought
in and around Portonovo in the
18th century was a renowned batile

| between Hyder Ali and Sir Eyre

Coote in 1781, memorials to which

. still exist in Portonovo. A little

known fact about this little town, -
is that an iron and steel works,
which used Salem iron ore, was
established as far back as 1830 by
an ex-civil Servant Mr. J. M. Heath,
which boasted ‘ of a quality equal
to the best Swedish iron’, selling at
1#3rd the cost. The company had a
very eventful career and due to
financial and administrative diffi-
culties, especially the inconsistent
attitude of the Board of Directors
of the East India Company, had to
finally closg down in 1867.




Garments manufactured from sheep and
oat skins are not new in the leather trade.
The first man and woman who came 10 the worl
used leather for prolection from winter.

Garments made out of leather are very

pular especially in European countries.  They -

are equally 80° compared 'O the garments W
hetic materials, cotton and

made out of synt
wollen. Garment Jeathers arc easy 10 handle
easily dry cleaned. \ e a.‘aek

into two

ent Leathers are classified
Suedc

Garm
varieties. Grain Garment

Garment.
)] Grain Garment :

popularly known in Leather trade as Nappa-
The above garments are manufactured from
sheep and €OV calf skins. This grain garments
are mostly used by men for motor cycle riding
and long coats 1o protect them from winter.

2. Suede Garments :

This garment is mainly
This is very light and 18 finished

Jackets and skirts.
on the flcch side of the skins.

manufactured from sheep and 8

out of leath
st like
cotton an

oat skins.

ers could be

the garments

Garments made
wollen

finished into any colours ju
made out of synethetits.

materials.
not only manu-

Tansi Garment Leather Unit

facture finished leather for garments but also

manufacture finished jeathers for shoe industry.
i is unit are only

The leather man

from sheep and goat skins an
for both. exportand internal market. The capacity
of the unit is about 500 pieces per day (i.e. 4,

sq- ft.) earning a foreign exchange of about 2,

dollars pev day.
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General K. V. Krishpa Rao, Chiéf of ‘Army Staff called on the Chicf Minister of

- Nadu, Thira M. G. Ramachaodran at his residence on 21-5-'82. The Army Chief was

accompanied by Lt. Gen. T.S. Qberoi;~GOC-in-C, Southern Command and Maj. Gen.

R. S, Panny, GOC, ATNK ad K. Area The Chif Minisir preseated the Army

ef w'th““’m"d‘l of the Geethopadesa, as memiénto.

£

g etyar Memorial coloumn was unveiled-by Dr. Navalar Nédunchesbiyan,
or Finance at Coimbatore on 19-582. Thiru C. Aranganayaksm, Min

Education presided over the function. Lo
w ey M.,_,..'_M.wcy.,v..,.‘i . ’
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A Rs. 12 lakh tourist camping site
and youth hostel of the Tamil Nadu
Tourism Development Corporation
at Mamallapuram was inaugurated
by the Union Minister for Tourism
and Civil Aviation Thiru. A. P.
Sharma, on 30-5-1982.

The Union Minister gave the
assurance that the Union Govern-
ment would put up a hotel near
the Madras Airport if the State
Government made available land.
If the Chief Minister extended his
Cooperation in this respect, the
Hotels Corporation would construct
an airport hotel opposite the airport
like the ones in Calcutta and Bom-
bay, he said.

The Union Minister said that
the Central Government was spen-
ding roughly Rs:10 crores for con-
structing a terminal building at
Madras Airport. The work was
to be completed in 18 months.

Madurai and Tiruchi airports
were being developed. On June 1,
a Boeing service would be inaugu-
rated between Madras and Tiruchi.
There wasalready a Boeingserviceto
Madurai from Madras. Feeder ser-
vices would be introduced between
Madras, Pondicherry, Thanjavur and
Madurai and plans were under way
for a service to Tirunelveli. These
would be started if good landing
facilities wert available and efforts
would be made to improve facilities.

Sri L.anka had been linked with
Madras via. Tiruchi From July 1.
A direct Airbusservice would be ope-
rated from Madras to Kuala Lumpur

- #nd Singapore.

He assured that the master plan
for Mamallapuram would be com-
pleted by the end of the Sixth Plan
with Central assistance and _if
any works were left out, they would
be implemented in the next plan.

‘The Minister said that the project
for a sound and light programme on

* which agreement on sharing of costs

.had been reached between his depart-

“,1 3 ‘. ‘ ‘.,~_~ X
ment and the State Government had
got'stuck withthe Union Education
Ministry as the Archaeological
department had raised some diffi-
culties. He was confident that the
matter could be sorted out with pro-
per understanding on the part of the
State Government.

The Minister said that the
Government of India would give the
projects of Tamil Nadu the same
priority as other projects. “If any
discrimination is going to be made”
it will alwe sbe in favour of Tamil
Nadu”. ") e Centre was also giving
tourism publicity to TamilNadu.

The Chief Minister Thiru
M. G. Ramachandran who
laid the foundation for the Rs. 50
lakh projectfor putting up an open
air museum at Marhallapuram wel-
comed the plans for ‘introducing fee-
der. air services. 'He urged the
Centre to be responsive when the
State Government sought its assis-
tance for projects of vital importance.
He felt that Tamil Nad» was rela-
tively unknown abroad as enough
publicity had not been given to its
to_rist potential.

The Chief Minister said that
he would welcome the initiative of
the private sector in developing
tourism provided it cooperated with
the Government and did not show
monopolistic  tendencies. Real
national integration would come
only when tourism was made cheap-
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for the poor people
travel and see places without much
spending.

Thiru. R. M. Veerappan Minis-
ter for Information, Tourism &
Religious Endowments, who presi-
ded over the function, complained

of harassment of tourists by the ;
Customs officials at Madras and °
expressed the fear they might opt ;
to go to Bombay and Delhi, skip- -

ping Madras.

He also criticised the officials |

of the Archaeological Department of
India saying they hadcreated hurd-
les to the sound and light project

at Mamallapuram. He wanted the

Centre to persuade the Planning

Commission to allot more funds for

tourism development or in the alter-

native seek World Bank aid.

Thiru. Durai
TTDC Chairman, detailed the pro-
gress made by TTDC in the last five
years. Thiru. P. B. Krishnaswami,
1.A.S., Secretary, Information
Tourism , & (Tamil) \ Culture
Department said that the Expert
Committee  appointed by the
Government had given its report
on the proposed open air museum
at Mamallapuram.

Thiru.J. R. Ramanathan, LA S.,
TTDC Managing Director proposed
avote of thanks. The Chief Minister
carlier gave away prizes to emp-
loyees of TTDC and others.

d they could q
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One of the significant events in the
recent history of TTDC is the inaugura-
tion of the first 3-star hotel at Madurai in
December 1980: The second 3-star hotel

at Coimbatore has just been commis-

sioned.

The Coach Tours operated by the
TTDC are extremely popular not only
amonaq the domestic tourists from other
parts of the country but also among the
overseas visitors. In response to sugges-
tions from the customers, the TTDC has
appointed overseas selling agents at
Kuala Lumpur and Singapore. TTDC has
the unique distinction of being the first
State Tourism Corporation to do this and
this has resulted in increased foreign
exchange earnings. It is also proposed to
appoint such selling agents in other
countries.

During the past 4 years. the Corpora-
tion has taken up many new fines of
activities to widen its rangé of services
to the tourists’like the chain of Youth
Hostels for the budget tourists. mo_tels

to provide highway tourist ameni.ties and
supplementary accommodation in the
form of Camping Sites: As regards re-
creation and transport facilities also, the
range of services is continually growing.

The TTDC has the distinction of oper-
ating the largest ¢hain of hotels in South
india. “Hotel Tamil Nadu” isa popular
point of rendezuous in all the places of

I3

tourist importance in Tamil Madu
{Tiruchirapalli, Thanjavur, Chidambaram,
Madurai (two units), Rameswaram,
Tiruchendur, Kanniyakumari {two units),
Udhagamandalam, Kodaikanal, Yercaud,
Hogenakka! and Mamallapuram). These
are centrally located and are easHy acces-
sible to tourists. One of the unigue

selling points of TTDC's Hotels which
has contributed to its popularity is Its
moderate tarff when compared to the
hotels of similar standards. The other
selling points are 1ts cleantiness, comfort
and the high standards of service, be-
sides provision of vegetanan and non-
vegetarian (Western and Ornental)
cuisine in hygienic environs. The clients
include not only the domestic tourists
but also the budget tounists from other
countries.

In 1978, the Corporation took up a new
line of activity, namely a programme of
providing wayside amenities on the im-
portant Highways. As part of the first
phase, ‘Motel Emerald’ was constructed
at Ranipet {N.H. 4) and ‘Motel Diamond’

“at Ulundurpet (N.H. 45). The ‘Motel

© Ruby' at Krighnagiri (N.H. 7)is ready to

‘be commissioned. Motels on other im-
portant National Highways are in various
stages of planning and execution.

To provide inexpensive, clean and
comfortable dormitory accommodation
to the youth, budget tourists and middle/
low-income domestic tourists — at in-



credibly 1ow tariff — 7.7.0.C. has con-
structed a chain of Youth Hostels at all
the important tourist centres of the State
— at Yercagud, Mamallapuram, Man-
dapam, Hogenakkal, Kodaikanal, Udha-
gamandalam, Rameswaram and
Kanniyakumari.

o A

‘Camping Site’ — a novel concept —
has been set up on the seashare at
Mamallapuram for providing inexpensive
accommodation to the budget tournists.
The Camping Site comprises of Cot-
tages, Youth Hostel, Restaurant and
Tents. Sttuated over an area of 10 acres
near the beach and close to the Shore
Temple amidst picturesque surround--
ings, the TTDC's Camping Site i3 the first
of its kind in India.

The Transport Wing of TTDC has been -
réétw enlarged, completely remodelled
gmj rationalised since 1977 - 78.

nitored feedback from

stantly o
Constanty nabled TTDC notonly

the tourists has €

10 amend and streamline existing Coach
Tou'r ineraries but also to introduce
exciting new tours, covering tourist
attractions even outside the home-state.

TTDC's Coach Tours have been ack-

nowledged to be best of itg kind in the
‘country.

Metlcgious!y maintained at peak fit-
ness by its own well-equipped work-
shop, TTDC coaches are also ptovided to
Tourist Groups.

The Tourist Fair, an annual tounst
attraction in Madras s organised by
TTDC since 1974 during Pongal Festival,
the peak tourist season in Tamil Nadu. In
order to highlight the industrial progress
of Tamil Nadu, the recently concluded

1982 Fair was organised as ‘Tourist and
Industrial Fair’.

The participants in this Fair include
Departments of Tourism and Tourism
Corporations from different parts of India
apart from the other Departments of the
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State and Central Governments and Pub-
L fic Sector_undertakmgs, Leading private
~* Sector units also put up their pavilions.

The Fair not only highlight the tourist
attractions in different parts of the coun-
*ry but aiso portrays the cultural angd
artistic achievements of Tamil Nadu and
other States and the latest develop-
ments in other sectors. The other attrac-
tions include a shopping arcade of hand-
|craf§s, open air theatre and cinema. The
special shows in the Fair include Horti- »
cultural Show, Food Fair, Dog Show, j
Book Fair, Fashion Parade and Boat

- Held at ‘Fairlands’ opposite to War
=-*. Memorial near the Island Grounds, the

Ve
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extensive spread df about 22 acres, an
ideal location in the City, the Fair attracts
over 20 lakh visitors every year.

Besides providing accommodation and
transport facilities, TTDC launched a
programme of providing recreation facili-
ties in the tourist centres.

) Arﬁstica"y reflecting the rich culture
Tgmll Nadu, these souvenirs wili grov
widely in their range in the near fuir <.
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TTDC's Boat Houses are very popular
among the tourists. In-addition to the
Boat Houses at Udhagamandalam and
Yercaud, TTDC is putting up another
Boat House at Pichavaram.

Mounted at a cost of Rs. 40 lakhs, the
son-et-lumiere programme is conducted
everyday by TTDC at the historic Thiru-
malai Nayak Mahal at Magurar. This
sound and light programme which recoi-
lects the history of the Tamils is an ideal
means of educating the unlettered. It
also provides entertainment to the visit-
ing tourists. Similar son-et-lumiere prog-
rammaes are proposed at other historical
Jocales including Mamallapuram to bring
history alive. :

An unusual and atfractive tourism ser-
vice offered by TTDC is by way of
Telescope Houses, which offer tourists
panoramic views of the distant land-
scape.

Two Telescope Heuses at Kodaikanal
and one at Yercaud are functioning.
Another Telescope House at Uthaga-
mandalam is under construction.

R -m“ ' l

A well motivated staff is the greatest
single asset of any organisation, the
more so in a s rvice organisation like
TTDC.

Alive to this crucial need, TTOT does
) its utmost to motivate the staff towards
greater efficiency and service orienta-

. tion. With this end in view, TTDC staff
wages

WP 0 e
py IYLRRECRISE * ey e o
Pl . 37 SEPREDIIREL Pa vee
S9e Soyoad BPs 2 a0 Vien
384 Sl e B Ao it

have been placed in regular pay scales

- also ensuring periodic increments. Be-

- sides bonus, an incentive bonus scheme .
- has been introduced since 1979, linking

- higher bonus with productivity. Group

~ insurance scheme, payment of gratuity

~ and provident fund, medical facilities,

" provision of staff quarters and subsidised
- food and constitution of Staff Welfare

Council are among the other staff wel-

fare measures implemented by TTDC in

the recent past.

o T ———

Tourists always wish to cherish the
memories of their enjoyable trips. Souve-
nirs are, therefore, a common need.

With this in view, TTDC has setup a
Souvenir Division in 1980, which pro-
vides ‘take home’ mementoes such as
purse-cum-bag, picture post cards, tour-
ist maps, etc.
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INTRODUCTION:

The Community Develo
grogramme_ launched on 2nd poncl:‘ttgf
ber 1952, aimed at bringing out an
Integrated development of rural areas
covering the social, cultural and
;:i?on’(;m'xc aspects  of community
thc" his was sought to be achicved

rough the fullest development of
available human and material re-
Sources on an area basis and thereby
raise the rural community to higher
levels of living with the active parti-
cipation and on the initiative of the
people thcn;sclves. The programme
aimed at scientific methods of agri-
cultural and anjma) husbandry prac-
tices, deyclopment of village and
cottage industries, and raising the
standard of living in the country
side. The emphasis was on the felt
needs of the people and inculcating
community sense and community
participation. Investments made how
ever could not keep pace with the
growing nceds. Despite three decades
of development, the felt needs of

most of the villages remai
be sought for. ¢ fned 1o

]

Genesis of Self Suffciency Scheme:

Inspite of the fact Rearby three
decades have lapsed since the launch-
mg of Cummunity Development Pro-
gramme and not to speak of initia-
tion of Panchayat Raj Administra-
tion during 1959, the intensity of
development in regard to structural
activities or otherwise have not
yielded salutary or satisfactory results

" H.B. N. Shetty, LAS.

Secretary to Government,
A. Department.

much less in respect of basic ameni-
ties like drinking water, net work
of roads, etc,, eventhough consider-
able amount was spent year after
year through massive programmes.

Anguised at the sight of w

folk trekking a few gl(ilometrgsmig
(;ltph a few pots drinking water,
Children studying at places which
are in appalling condition and the
weary farmer walking several kilo-
metres for disposing of his farm
pro_d_upts for want of communication
facilities, the Chief Minister of Tamil
nadu conceived the concept of Self
Sufficiency to provide basic minimum
amenities within a short time span.

Approach:

The volume of work involved is
such that it will take a prettyel%r;;
time to fulfil the needs of the several
people in the normal course. The

evelopment work cannot afford to
wait for long period as the villages
have to be brought into the level
of urban life, by hurrying the creation
of rural basic ‘infrastructure, It was
therefore decided to commence and
compelete this stupendous task in a
short span of three to four years
commencing from 1980-81.

In the first stage 69 blocks which
were already enjoying the fruits of
Integrated Rural Development Pro-
gramme were selected. The objective
behind this selection was to supple-
ment beneficiary oriented, Integera-
ted Rural Development Programme _

with the integrated Area Planning to
afford employment opportunities to
the Ppoor and disadvantages group
1 villages to raise their standard of
living by providing the requisite
ggcgss towards the fulfilment of
SIc minimum needs. by taking u
69 Blocks dt}ring the ﬁr_)s,t stagi ol:'
the scheme in the year 1980-81, the
coverage of rural grea and population
was of the order 22,182 sq. km
and 59.99 Jakhs' respectively which
constitute 19.5% and 18.7% of the

total rural area and lati
Tamilnady, population of

Th: second stage of the program-
me originally envisaged a coverage
of 100 more blocks in the state.
However,due to persistant demand
of the rutal people for early inclusion
of the programme in their blocks, it
has been decided to take’ up 150
blocksduring 1981-82 and theremain-
ing 159 Blocks in the third stage of
the scheme during 1982-83. As result
of extending the scheme to 150
Blocks an additional area of 46438
8q.km. with the population of 122.13
lakhs reresenting 40.8% and 30.0 %,
of total rural area and Population
of Tamilnadu has been covered.

The vital role of the scheme can
well be judged from the fact that
all the High Level Commit'ee meet-
Ings so far held by the Government-
and attended to by all the District
Collectors who play pivotal role at
implementation level, were presided
over by the Chief Minister and
participated by the Cabinet Minis-
ters. During the discussion in the
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High Level Committee meetings to
review the target set forth, financial
allotment warranted, time schedule
for the completion of targetted
works, requirements of personnel
both technical or otherwise,materials
and equipments required for execu-
tion of works, regulation to carry
out the works, mobilisation of
matter and man power resources,
sharing of contribution bylocal bodi-
es, it was time and again stressed by
the Chief Minister to-do the job with
dedication and determination by
one and all involved in translating
his ambition of Self Sufficientvillages,
a reality before the people of Tamil-
nadu.

The well conceived Self Sufficiency
Scheme has nine well defined compo-
nents.

Drinking water supply,Link roads,
Culverts, Pathways to Adi Dravidar
habitations, School Buildings,
Minor Irrigation, Rural Dispen-
saries, Maternity and Child Wel-
fare Centres, Adi Dravidar
Housing.

Water Supply:

Greater emphasis has been given
for providing drinking water to all
the rural folks within the easy reach
of each habitation. The primary and
foremost aim of Self Sufficeincy
Scheme is to provide all the habita-
tion with potable water. During
1980-81 in the first stage .covering
69 blocks it was targetted to proylde
water supply to 3108 habitations
with the financial outlay of Rs.
2033.79 lakhs. During the said period
2300 habitations were provided with
driaking water with an expenditure
of Rs. 1807.00 lakhs. In the current
year viz: 198i-82 in the second

stage of covering 150 blocks, it has
bee%: aimed to cover 5922 habitations
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an outlay of Rs. 2105.00 lakhs. The
Tamiinadu  Water Supply and
Drainage Board has been entrusted
with this stupendous task and the
achievement upto 31-1-1982 is that

3080 habitations have been covered o

and an amount of Rs. 1336.00 lakhs }

has been spert on this account.

Link Roads:

This progfamme aimsatiayiog of |
new link roads and to carry out |

improvements to existing link roads.

Roads are already there connecting |

important places with nearby towns
or block headquarters. However the
hamlets and many interior villages
are lacking net work of communi-
cation facilities and as .such those
people find it hard to avail the fact-
lities of quick transporting of agri-
cultuial inputs or marketing of their
agricultural products in the nearby
markets. Therefore laying of link
roads gets the second priority in the
Self Sufficiency Scheme.

During the first stage of Self
Sufficiency Scheme in 1980-81 it was
targettedto cover 6565.06 km. of link
roads with the allotment of Rs.
1272.69 lakhs and 6590.96 km .of
link roads were formed as well as
improved” incurring a sum of Rs.
1239.70 lakhs. In the current year
1981-82 ,a provision of Rs. 2822.25
lakhs was made for laying out and
improvement of link roads to
an extent of 11510.78 km. and upto
31-1-82, 6288.22 km. of link roads
have been formed / improved in-
clulr(:l'ling an expenditure of Rs. 1833.68
akhs.

Culverts:

Culverts play a vital role. It main-
tains free flow of water across the
road and maintainsthe condition of
road in good condition.
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It was proposed to construct 3044
culverts at the estimated cost of Rs.
334.55 lakhs in the first stage of the
scheme in the year 1980-81 during
which 3044 culverts were constructed
with an expenditure of Rs. 350.86
lakhs. In the course of second stage
of the scheme during the current
year (1981-82) it is targetted to con-
struct 11785 culverts with an esti-
mated cost of Rs. 1441.38 lakhs.
Upto the period ending 31-1-82, 7346
culverts have been completed with
an expenditure of Rs. 1157.42 lakhs.

Pathways to Adi Dravidar Habita-
tions:

In many places it is a pathetic
and deplorable sight to see
the Adi Dravidars carry the
dead bodies of their kith and
kin through thorny bushes and
-over the bunds of the fields, and in
certain places walk across in tanks
in hipdeep of water to burial or
cremation: grounds. To alleviate
these difficulties the scheme pro-
poses to form roads to burial or
cremation grounds. During the first
stage of the scheme it was targetted
to lay roads to a length of 927.71
km. with a financial allocation of
Rs. 84.57 lakhs. The achievement
for the said period was 927.71 km.
roads with an expenditure 6f Rs.79.89
lakhs. During the second stage of
the programme for the current
year it is targetted to lay
980.65 km. length of roads to Adi
Dravidars habitation' with an allot-
ment of Rs. 56.10 lakhs. Upto .
31.1.82, 659.23 km. of road have
been laid incurring an expenditure
of Rs. 35.64 lakhs.

Minor Irrigation:
The availability of water.in ade-

quate quantities and at the right time
and at the right place is one of the -




basic determinants of agricustural
producitvity. The vulnerability of
Tamil Nadu’s agrstijure owing to
vagaries of the mon£39n has made it
imperative to accbrd irrigation a

high place in various development
plans. As such the primary objective
of irrigation in Tamil Nadu is to
achieve a regular level of higher pro-
ductivity in cultivation areas. Irri-
gation involvesnot merely supply of
water but also conservation and
control of water supply.

) Schemes for the stabilisation of
irrigation cover areas where irri-
gation was previously available but
now made more certain through
supplemental measure. The supgle-
mental measure includes repair and
renovation of tanks, raising of full
tank level proper maintenance of
sluices and regulators,  periodic
desilting of channels, tanks etc.

The Panchayat Unions are vested
with responsibilities of maintaining
minor irrigation tanks and resources.
As a fillip to agricultural production,
the repair and renovation of minor
irrigation tanks have been included
under the Self Sufficiency Scheme.
During 1980-81 in the first stage of
the scheme 1023 Minor Irigation
tanks were repaired or renovated
at a cost of Rs. 68.67 lakhs. In the
current year it was aimed to repair
609 tanks with the estimated cost of
Rs. 53.75 lakhs. Upto 31-1-82 Rs.
33.70 lakhs has been incurred on the
improvements of 435 tanks.

School Buildings:

The literacy rate in rural areas in
Tamil Nadu has gone up from32.119;
in 1971 to 37.69% in 1981. Four
out of five children in the age group
of 6-11 are today at school compared
to one out of three, two and half
decades ago. Even though schools
have been started and functioning in
large numbers especially at the pri-
mary level in all villages, many
schools are not housed in proper
building worth the name and the
students are not adequately accom-
modated.

Out of 28784 elementary and
higher elementary schools function-
ing 2630 schools are functionirg
in temporary structures and rental
buildings. During the first stage of
Self Sufficiency Scheme, 949 school
buildings were constructed at a
total cost of Rs. 487.45 lakhs. In the
current year viz. in second stage of
the programme, it has been targetted
to construct 1793 school buildings

with a financial provision of Rs.
954.56 lakhs. So far upto 31-1-82,
566 school buildings have been com-
pleted with an expenditure of Rs.
751.22 lakhs.

Rural Dispensaries and Maternity
and Child Welfare Centres:

The broad objectives of the health
programmes are first to control and
then eradicate communicable diseases
to provide curative and preven-
tive health services in rural areas
through establishment of at least
one primary health centre in each
block supplemented with Regular
and Rural Dispensaries as well as
‘Maternity And Child Welfare Cen-
tres. Eventhough years of planned
fievelopment has resulted in vasily
1mproved health facilities, the insti-
tutions zre not located in properly
constructed buildings. Out of the
total number of 426 and 259 Rural
and Regular Dispensaries only 173
and 159 centres respectively are
functioning in own buildings with
proper hygenic layout appropriate
for health services. So also in regard
to Maternity and Child Welfare
Centres, out of 2827 centres, 168t
centres are functioning Iin own
buildings.
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Duiing 1980-81 in the first stage
of the ccheme 82 Rural Dispensaries
and 237 Maternity and Child Welfare
Centre builiirgs were constructed
incuriing an expenditure of Rs. 47.43
and 118.95 lakhs respectively. It
has been targetted to construct 170
and 490 buildings at an estimated
cost of Rs. 11295 lakhs and Rs.
273.90 lakhs respectively during the
curient vear 1981-82. Upto 31.1.82,
26 and 63 buildings to accommodate
Rural Dispensarics and Maternity
and Child Welfare Centres respe(;
tively have been complcted and an
expenditure of Rs. 74 26 lakhs Rs.

196 .16 lakhs respectively has been
incurred so far.

Adi-Dravidar Housing

Thousands of Adi Dravidar famii
lies have no houses of their own
and live in small huts. These econo-
mically and socially weaker segment
of the soceity are required to be pro-
vided with houses and  necessary
action 1s proceeded on to build their
own houses through Co-operative
housing loans. The scheme aims
at constructing 15000 houses at an
stimated cost of Rs. 450 lakhs. So
rar 10,966 houses have been construc-
ted at a cost of Rs. 388.28 laksh.

Latrine for women:

A pilot scheme for construction of
public latrines for women in a first
batch of 69 Self Sufficiency Scheme
blocks at a rate of 2 per block was
sanctioned during 1980-81. Under
this scheme 138 latiines have been
constructed and they are generally
being put to use. The expenditure
incurred was Rs. 8.74 lakhs at the
rate of Rs. 6330/- per latrine. The
type design of latrine for women is

| Monitoring:

A High Power Committee to
review and Co-ordinate the activities

. of various development departments

involved in the implementation of
the Self Sufficiency Scheme hasbeen

M onstituted at the state Jevel with

vt "

* 2w tor as Chairman to

>

Latrine with seater R.C.C. roofing
and porcelain pans.

Personnel:

69

The Government of Tamil Nadu
had ordered the creation of 6l
sub-divisions for  Self Sufficiency
Scheme blocks to quicken the pro-
cess and preparation of estimates,
execution of works, measurements
and check measurements during the
first stage of the programme. Simi-
larly for the second stage of the
scheme 150 sub divisions have further
created. The powers of Union Engi-
neer and Assistant Divisional En-
gineer for according technical
sanction upto Rs. 10,000 and Rs.
50,000 respectively have also been
enhanced. Moreover Government
have also raised the estimated cost
of a school building from Rs. 20,000
to Rs. 40,000 for entitlement of grant.
The Collectors have also been
enpowered to post additioual En-
gineeting staff to Self Sufficiency
Scheme Blocks. '

.

¢he Chief Secretary to Government
as the Chairman and the Secretaries
to the Government involved in the
scheme as members with the Ccm-
missioner and Secretary to Govern-
ment, RD&LA Depurtment as its
convenor. Similarly distiict committ-
tees have been formulated with
officials and non-officials with collec-
review the

scheme periodically.
Evaluation:

The Directorate-of Evaluation and
Applied Research has been entrusted
with the task of concufrent evalua-
tion of the sscheme. An assessment
report on the Seif Sufficiency Scheme
in the first stage of 69 block hasbeen
made- available by the Director of
Evaluation and Applied Rresearch
during May 1981. Technical Audit
cells with an Assistant Divisional
EngineerfAssistant  Executive En-
gineer have been empowered to super
check works under the scheme.

Integration with other programme:

% Minister of Tamilnadu and Minister

Thanks to the efforts of Chief

for Local Administration adequate it

* quantities of cement and steel have 7

been made available and adequate B
quantity pipes for water supply work
have been procurred with the efforts
of Minister for Labour. The blocks
have been authorised to purchase .
power rollers besides the Highways
Department to acquire some more
power rollers and stone crushers.

For implementing the Self Suffifc-
ency Scheme, besides Government
grant, local contribution is also
necessary. With a view to lighten the
burden of panchayat unions in
raising local contribution on such
massive scales, the Government have
revised the sharing pattern according
to which the local contribution tobg
raised by fifth to sixth category
blocks has been reduced from 25
to 20 percent, 15 to 5 per cent res-
pectively. As a further step the
Government have also ordered to
give the ways and means advances
to such of the panchayat uniops
whose financial position is not soutid
to share the local contribution.

Conclusion:

Such a comprehensive strategy
for solving the tremendous problems
of the society touching on all
aspects of community life at each
village in the selected blocks and
eventually in all the villages have
not se far been thought of or attemp-
ted on such a huge measure. The sum
total of benefits accruing out of

The concept and execution of this well thought out Self Sufficiency

Self Sufficiency Scheme do not stop
with the mere strengthening of
infrastructural base. Sufficient pre-

Scheme would be definitely larger
through interaction of other welfare
measures implementated along side

cautions have been taken to see that with this scheme. On seeing thit

the delivery systems and the level multifaceted activities towards Sel
of services to the weaker sections Sufficiency in the rural areas, othei

articularly g
?x?rthe selection of blocks are main-

tained at optimum levels. This is the

women and children semi urban and urban, are also cla

mouring for implementation of simi
lar type of Self Sufficiency Schem

horizontal - integraiion in the pro especially in town panchayats am

grammes like Nationa

Development

1 Rural Ex- evenin municipal town.

tension Programme, Integrated Rural
Programme. for

“Thus the Seif Sufficiency Scheme

obtaining package of services to the gives a new dimension to ruré

commor man.

. development.




INDUSTRIAL OUTLOOK

FOR

TAMIL NADU

industrial development in our
context means more than what the
term conventionally means. The
objective is not simply to start more
units and produce more. The ob-
jective is, in fact, manifold. Higher
production has to be compatible
with balanced regional growth. The
employment angle too has to be
kept in view. More importunt,
the main thrust is in the Rands of
the Centre which wields the ultimate
decision and means to determine
the industrial progress of the Statcs
in line with national otjectives.
Therefore, the ups and downs in
. the States’ ranking in industrial
output should not be accepted on
the face of it. The progress has
to be measured on a broader plane.

Industrial progress of Tamil-
nadu, according to ome view
currently doing the rounds, is
stagnating. Indeed, accor ing to
this view, the State is actually slip-
ping. The charges, I believe, are too
sweeping, if not biased. A sober
ook shouid reveal a more rezlistic
icture and show the State in a
better light. The industrial scene

Dr. B. Natarajan

ot the State hus, by znd
waxed and waned with the ndus
trial fortunes of the counrrv. v
fact, con:ideiing the many intrinsic
constraints the State has to reckon
with, to have kept up with the
national treods itself

taken as an achievement.

s .
s
Taeye,

shouid  he

Beginning with the {ifties and
‘through the sixties, the State formed
the andusieial ek, along  with
Matarashtra and West Perpal. set
ting the prece for the rapid o
trialisation of the countrv.  [n the

taregisteret on oave-

sixties the Stots

rage annun! gl oe o of
per et and  was  contnibul
ahout 6 per cent of the gros
indusirial output of the colnt
from it mashes saing factories

which acuounted for 11 per cent of
the total number of suckh onits n
India.

The head-start the State en-
iove ! during the colonial day.. the
liheral Central investments by way
of large indastries and infrastroe-
ture, in the form of power and 1rri-
gations projects. the steady, favou-
rable support from the farm sector
and, not the least of all, the exis-
tence of a relatively better educated
and skilled work-force led by =
sizable entrepreneurial class, ald heip-
ed the State to overcome its natural
constraints (especially its lack of
key minerals) and march swiftly
ahead in industrialisation.

Diversified Base

Thanks to these factors, the
State’s industrial base emerged from
a conventional fextiles dominated
one to a diversified one on modern
lines, comprising a chain of engincer-
ing, chemical and electronics comp-

Jexes. The State exhibited a grati-

fying industrial base in the major -
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complexes of Manali,

Madras,
Metne and Tuticorin, a widespread

3

network of small unils and emerg-
ing mdustria! estites.  The success
of Ranipet and Hosur estates alonc
can give the State a pioncering place
along with others such as Punjab,
Harvang  or Oujarat. But  here,
the Ste has stopped, not awarc
that indusirialisatiens 3§ a ceascless
endeavour,

The uptrend continued well
inte the seventies. However since
the middle of last decade the State
wrrrs to have gradually been over-
taken by 2 syndrome similar to the
one that has bees afflicting the
wiudral prograss of the country
¢ a whole. The annual index of
wneastrial oreduction of the State
necked ducing 1974 and since then
has fluctuated sharply. In 1979 it
stad 2t a rather discomforting
iwvel of 171 comparad to 180 in
1974, So much so. the structural
pattern of the State changed only
margimaby n the seventies. The
share of industrial sector in the
State’s domestic Net Product went
up from 25.6 per cent in 1970-71 to
only 25.8 per cent in 1977.78.

Slower Pace

‘The slower pace of industria-
iication was due to varied reasons,

some originating within the State
and some outside. The Central
investment  gradually dwindled,

understandably, having been divert-

ed to other parts of the country’

which needed it more. Infrastruc-
tural constraints reared their heads.
The power position particularly
began to show its limitations. In
general. the expected reaponse from
the private sector to the initial
public investments in infrastructural
and basic industries failed to come
true. Also, the industrial relations
began to deteriorate gradually.
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The vacuum created bty the*
declining Central investment Wwas
apprecifbly made good by the rcst-
lience of the small units sector
and a more active role by State
Government. The small units con-
tinued their buoyancy in respect of

numbers, output and employment.
In employment, especially they ran-
ked first among the Statcs of India,
accounting for about 15 per cent
of the all India total. The growth
of industrial cooperatives too was
impressive during this period. The
State Government for its part,
set up a number of financial and
other agencies like the SIPCOT,
TIDCO, TIIC and SIDCO to pro-
mote new activites. As a result,
though the general progress could
not kecp pace with that of the six-
ties, the State maintained its lead
in selected arcas. Its sharc in
leather and leather products re-
mained at about 70 per cent. In
the manufacture of auto-ancillaries,
machinery and machine tools its
coatribution was apprcciable next
only to Maharashtra. 1975-76
the State corned 142 industrial
licences-second most among the
State. In 1978-79 it could get . rly
31 licences. Yet its tally was third
among the States.

Gradual Improvemeﬁt

In the last two years, there has
been a gradual improvement in the
industrial climate. The key factor
of power has been behaving less
erratically and the industrial rela-
tions seem to have bccome more
congenial. The last two budgets
also carried some incentives by way
of concessions in sales tax etc.
The State received 37 industrial
licences in 1980 and between January
and Junc of 1981 fourteen more
have been issued.

|
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Future prospscts, as it is for
other States too, would depend as
much on the Centre’s investment
role in the State as the State’s own .
endeavour. No doubt the power
situation will be the decisive factor.
With little scope for tepping any
more hydel capacity, the State is
now dependent on thermal power.
The second cutting of the Neyveli
Lignite will give relief, but the
promisc of nuclear power has been
eluding in a time consuming proccess.
Hecre, if the Centre has the respon-
sibility for investments, the State’s
responsibility is no less in efficiently
managing them. The scope for
non-conventional power, cspecially,
biogas, seems to be bright in the
State. The Government should
not let go thesc opportunities.

The small units, which have
immense potential, have been voic-
ing their woes 4in the matter of the
clearance of licences, supply of
raw materials, transport, sanction-
ing and processing of credit etc.
These are not surcly insurmountable.
problems. The State can offer
solutions within its means.

Better industrial ' relations, a
competitive tax structure and prompt
service in alloting land, water,
power etc. simplifying procedures
and so on, which are well within
the State’s ability to pvovide, can
do wonders. to the industrial activity
in the State. It could attract out-.
side investors ag ;
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Nevertheless,
of all these can but be limited, in
view of the centralised system we
have in the country. It has been

the total effect

my contention all
sustained industrialisation of the
State, the way out would be a
.chain of large nucleus plants, say
one for each district at least, which
alone can maintain the growth
impulses without break. The small
units would have better chances of
growth and proliferation, if they are
hitched on to these nucleus units as
ancillaries. Now if the policy is
that such large units should be only
in the public sector, then, the pro-
gress may be very tardy, notwith-
standing the vast resources and
powers of the Government. It is
my belief that an imaginative fillip
to the coucept of joint sector would
be the answer. Combining social
objectives and capitalist motives
will no doubt be difficult. But then
we have no choice in the mixed
economy world of ours.

along that for.

In conclusion, all T can say is,
though the State’s industrial pro-
gress int recent years has not been as
spectacular as we would have want-
ed it to be the situationcanon no -
account'be termed as one of gloom
and doom. I must point out here
the woeful lack of data that stands
in the way of a precise evaluation
exercise. The climate can be made
even better by effecting certain im-
provements which are well within
the State’s means. Some fresh
ynamic thinking is called for-the
ew that the State’s industrial
Ature would depend more on the
pplicy and progress of the country
a¥ such, should be no excuse for
mplacency or for swallowing.
icious criticism. The facts must
k. Let the State Government -

Fgo about collecting and presenting

them in an informed and enlighten-
ed way. R
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MINERAL
DEVELOPMENT  CORPO-
BATION

A FLOURISHING

An imposing poliched traiangu-
lar granste pillar with the rame
Taoriradu Mirerals Lid. engraved
ofy iis sides both in Tamil and Eng-
iish, witn TAMIN logo carved out
of a picee of poliched granite slab
perciing on top of the pillar, greets
ane as one enters the Registered
Office of the company situated in
the Ground Fleor  of TWAD
House, a newly constructed multi-
storeyed building on the Marina,
opposite to the “Triumph of Labour’
status, near Anra Square. A num-
ber of polished slabs made out of
hiack and multicolcured grey gneis-
siv granite slabs have been promi-
nenily exhibited in the Reception
fourgs. Somce of these bearartistic
piofiles engraved on their surfaces.

The Office purposefully set to
recoive (he numerous visitors both
Sreai sathin and outside the country
V.. ¢ait on the office in connection
vith the various mineral exploita-
ten programmes of TAMIN. A
=elopical map and a glass almyrah
7o o reference books on Geology
<ol mineral development adorn the

In an interview with the Tamil-
arasu correspondent, Thiru Sara-
vanan, Chairman and Managing
Dicecior of the Tamilnadu Minerals
Ltd. (TAMIN) gave a graphic

account of the activities and pros-

pects of this Government under-
1L ing.

What zre mineral wealth ?

Al naturally occurring are

dr.

ezrth are known as mineral wealth.

A
FLOURISHING
MINERAL

DEVELOPEMENT
CORPORNTION
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,,TW include metalliferous minerals
such as Iron, manganese etc. and
non-metalliferous minerals such as
limestone, phosphorus etc.

Is Tamilnadu rich in mineral wealth ?

Yes. Even the ancient Tamil

mosits of economic interest which- literature broadly outlines the mj
* : - it - N min
< be mined of quarried from the ral wealth of Tamilnadu. But ho:

far it is eﬁpT&ted is 2 moot point.

[

What is the importance of mineral
wealth ?

The economic development of
wny country depends on the indus-
rrial development which in turn
jepends on the mineral wealth.
Therefore the extent of economic
jevelopment of a nation can be
judged by the extent of exploita-
tion of its mineral wealth.

When was the Tamilnadu Minerals
Ltd. ( TAMIN ) established ?
Daring April 1978.

Why was TAMIN established
in the Public sector ? Black granite
which is one of the minerals of com-
mercial importance, is being export-
ed to foreign countries for the past
so many years. A very few private
individuals who domir ated the trade
have been earning huge profits.
The State Government decided to

enter the trade with a view to syphon §
thesc profits to the national cx- S
chequer so as to benefit the public i

at large. This is one 1eason. The
private parties were indulging in
large scale evasion of seigniorage
and permit fees by illicit quarrying

and other unlawful practices causing |

a heavy drain in the revenues of the
State. Further the black granite;

trade in the hands of the private |
parties was itself rampant with nume- ¢

rous irregularities. The Govern-
ment wanted to put an end to all
these. This is also one of the
reasons. Further, the necessity to
create an exclusive organisation in
public sector to commercially ex-
ploit various industrial minerals
occurring in Tamilnadu in a scienti-
fic and systematic manner Wwas
keenly felt by the Government.

This was yet another reason.

At the outset, the Government
tried to rectify the irregularities and
to regulate the black granite trade
by various amendments to the rules.
At a later stage, the Government
took upon themselves the power to
grant black granite leases. Then
the Government brought into force
new rules to the effect that no fresh
black granite quarry lease on
Government lands would be granted
to any private party nor the existing
quarry leases to the private parties

» be renewed on their expiry and that
« henceforth such leases would be
granted only to Government owned
Corporations or to CcO-Operatives.
These rules came into force with
effect from 7-12-1977. Consequent-
ly the Tamilnadu Miherals Ltd. a
company fully owned by the

Government of Tamilnadu was
established to take over the black
granite trade.

What you refer as irregularities that
were rampant in the black
granite trade of the private
parties ?

No incentives or safe working
conditions were provided to the
quarry workers and the workers
were constantly exposed to accidents.
The permits issued by the Revenue
authorities to transport black granite
blocks from the quarries to the
harbour were grossly misused. Per-
mits issued to transport a lorry load,
say 7 to 8 tonnes, were used over
and over again 10 to 15 times to
illicitly transport the blccks result-

-
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ing in Joss of revenue to the Gov
ment. Quarries were worked round
the clock in shifts to produce maxi-
mum quantity possible at the shortest
possible time and these were ex-
ported at whatever pt ice was offered
by the buyers to earn as much profit
as possible at the shortest possible
time. Most of the private parties
sold their products at minimum
profit locally to a handful of persont
who controlled the export trade
who in turn exported the same at
huge profits. By adopting unsyste-
matic quarrying, they scatteied the
huge debris resulting therefrom on
the very deposits to be exploited
in the wastage of the minerals but
also in steep increase in the cost of
production by way of developmer.t

of the quarries.

Where do black granite deposits occir
in Tamilnadu ?

Blackgranites occur abundantly
in about 140 areas in Tamilnadu
out of which about J0 areas (i.e.)

509 are being exploited for the
present. Good' quality black grani-
tes known as Dolerites occur .in
Sox_xth Arcot, Dharmapuri, Salem,
Coimbatore, North Arcot and
Chengalpattu Districts. Of these,
the black granite of Kunnam area of
South Arcot District, Pennagaram
sub-taluk of Dharmapuri District
and Mettur taluks of Salem Districts
are comparable in quality to the
world famous black granite dzposits
of Sweden.

What are the special features of
black granite ?

Black granites are very hard
and are not affected by weather
conditions such as wind, rain or
sun. They can but cut into thin
slabs and can take high polish.
This is why they are in great demand
in foreign countries, where after
being cut and polished into thin
slabs they are used as wall facings,
terrace and floor tiles, ornamental
and memorial stones etc. on
large scale. In the world market;

only Sweden and South Africa were
in the export trade of black granite.
Now Tamilnadu are able to compete
successfully with the abdve countries
because of the excellent quality of
our black granites.

To which countries are granites
exported at present ? ‘

Granites are at present exported
to Japan, West Germany, Italy,
Australia and England,

Can you enumerate some of the
important objectives of TAMIN?

Export trade of black granite is our
primary objective. However, with
a view to play a leading role in the
industrial development of the state,
we have also taken up the commer-
cial exploitation of some of the
other important industrial minerals




by systematic and scientific methods. irevising the export policy for grani-

Some of the other important objec-
tives of TAMIN are to enforce
mineral conservation methods, to|
undertake research and develops:
ment, to provide technical consul-
tancy services and establishing joint
venture mineral projects with other
State and Central Government
undertakings with a view to avoid
duplication of infrastructural facili-
ties and also to pool together the
available resources for optimum,
use. Creation of job opportunities |
to rural people in backward areas:
is also an important objective.

Has TAMIN  shares its expertise in
mineral exploitation with any organi-
sation outside Tamil Nadu ?

Yes. The Mineral Develop-
ment Corporations of West Bengal,
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka have
sought our advice on the develop-
ment of their granite quarries and
the export promotion. The Chair-
man of the Madhya Pradesh Mineral
Development Corporation who visit-
ed Tamilnadu recently was highly
appreciative of the various mineral
exploitation programmes of TAMIN.

Has TAMIN earned profits after
taking over the black granite trade

It is four years since TAMIN
was established. Within two years
of its inception, we were on the road
to progress by systematically deve-
loping the various quarries and by

tes. We had however to face many
hurdles during this initial period.
We had to fight many legal battles
both in the High Court and the

Supreme Court initiated by the

private parties who were affected
by the take over of the trade by
TAMIN. This had affected to some
extent our production and sales
targets. However, we were able to
overcome all this and by the end of
the second year, we were able to
earn an operative profit of about
Rs. 11 lakhs. By the end of third
year we could further improve it to
about Rs. 24 lakhs. The profit is
increasing year after year. Among
the State Government Undertakings,
TAMIN not only earns profits but
also secured for the country large
amounts of , valpable foreign ex-
change. So far TAMIN has earned
over Rs. One crore as foreign ex-
change to the Nation.

When did TAMIN first export black
granite ?

The first export of black granite
by TAMIN was to Japan on 16th
June 1979. Our Hon’ble Chief
Minister inaugurated the export at a
ceremonious and pleasant function
arranged for that occasion at the
Madras Harbour in the presence of
the representatives of the various
giant Industrial houses of Japan.

Other than black granites, what are
the other varieties of granites which

"TAMIN produces and exports !

TAMIN also produces and ex-
ports multicoloured grey granities.
These are produced in an area of
about 80 acres in Sendarampalli
village of Krishnagiri taluk of
‘Dharmapuri  District. So far
TAMIN has exported about 1200
cubicmetres of these granites to a
West German firm. We have secur-
ed an export order for 1800 cubic-
metres of these granites per year for a
period of three years. TAMIN
has been the first to export grey
granites which till then were not
considered to be of any economic
value. TAMIN is presently explor-
ing marketsfor this material in Aus-
tralia and other European countries.

What are the other minerals which
TAMIN exploits commercially ?

The other minerals which we
have taken up for commercial ex-
ploitation are vermiculite, limestone,
quartz, feldspar and silicasands.
Besides we have also programmed
to commercially exploit grarhiteina
big way. :

Shall we have more details about
graphite ?

Geological survey has confirmed '

the occurrence in abundar.ce of
graphite ore over an extent of about
602 acres of Puduratti, Senthi-
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udayanathapuram and Kumari -
patti villages of Sivaganga tajuk of
Ramanathapuram District in Tamil
nadu. The deposit is estimated t0
produce about ten million tonnes
of graphite ore which on beneficia-
tion would yield about 2.5 lakh
tonnes of pure graphite with high
per cent of fixed carbon content.
These graphites are mostly flaky
type and are considered to be one
of the best available graphite varie-.
ties in India. The project is to be
:mplemented in three stages namely’
mining, beneficiation and manufac-
turing of end products. TAMIN
1S now actively engaged in the pre-
liminary steps for speedy implemen-
tation of the project. When fully
implemented. the project is expected,

1o provide job opportunities to
about 600 persons in the backward
and rural areas of Ramanathapuram
District.

What are the uses of Graphite 7

Graphite is used to manufac-
ture crucibles, lubricants, carl_aon
brushes, elecirodes, grease, paints
etc.

To what extent TAMIN is engaged
in providing job epportunites ?

As 1 told you already, one of
the basic objectives of TAMIN
is to provide job opportunitics 10
rural people. As the quarries and

mines of TAMIN arc situated in

forests and rural areas we arc pro-
viding jobs mostly to backward and
rural people. During 1978-79, we
provided jobs to about 500 persons.
This was increased to 850 during
1979-80 and 1400 duiing 1980-81
In view of tiic new schenies to be
taken up during the coming years,
we are sure to provide jobs to mygh

more people during the years 10

come.

What are the other schemes proposed

to be implemented by TAMIN?

We have programmed to set
up a granite cutling and polishing
industry at an estimated cost of
Rs. 152 lakhs, near Madras. The
export of cut and polished granite
slabs would fetch four to five times
more profit than those earned by
exporting the raw blocks. The pro-
ject which s to be implemented

during 1982-83 is to provide jobs
to about 120 persons.

What are the other achievements of
TAMIN ? -

During the third year itself,
TAMIN earned profits by wiping
out the carryover loss of the previous
years and declared bonus to its
workers as well as dividends to the
sharcholders. The Government of
yndia have been kind enough to
exempt the amounts spent by compa-
nies on social welfare programmes
from Income tax. Fully utilising
this provision, TAMIN has contri-
buted Rs. 1.53 lakhs to the Tamil-
nadu Rural Reconstruction Agency
(TARRA) for providing basic ameni-
ties such as drinking water, public
health centres, elementary education,
roads etc. to most backward rural
areas. Besides TAMIN has also
contributed Rs. 1 lakh to the Chief
Minister’'s Drought Relief Fund.

In what way the Tamil nadu Govern-
ment is assisting TAMIN for its
progress ? .

The very idca of setting up a
State mineral development corpora-
tion was conceived by the Hon’ble
Chief Minister Thiru M. G. Rama-
chandran and TAMIN was estab-
lished by him. TAMIN stands
testimony for his foresight as well
as his concern for the welfare of the
masses especially the weak and
down trodden. The credit goes to
him for effectively putting Tamil
Nadu on the mineral map of India
by fully exploiting through TAMIN
the mineral wealth of the State.
Towards this end, TAMIN receives
the required financial assistance as
well as guidance from the State
Government. With the support of
the Government and the Hon’ble
Minister, TAMIN marches ahead
and has established for itself a pro-
minent role in the industrial deve-
lopment of the State. TAMIN is
sure to achieve new heights of glory
and prosperity year after year and
be reckoned as one of the most
important foreign exchange earners
for the nation. ’

Dr. Saravanan concluded the
interview with the above promising
note and as we came out of his
room we felt convirced that the
Government, having entrusted an
important task to a right person,
can rest assured that it will be done.



School Education (including

Higher Secondary Education) ac-
counts for Rs. 239 Crores out of the
outlay of Rs. 291 Crores in the Bud-
get Estimates for 1982-83. Asonlst

October 1981 there were 36,896 ¢

schools in Tamil Nadu. Out of

them 27,767 were Primary Schools, 3

5,556 were Middle Schools and
3,573 were High Schools—including
1,405 Higher Secondary
(The figure of 137 schools affiliated
to the Central Board of Secondary

Education, etc.—79 High Schools 3

and 58 Higher Secondary Schools
is also included in the total number
of 36,896 schools). 2.71 lakhs of
teachers were working in all the
schools and 93.75 lakhs pupils were
studying in them.

For 1982-83 the following addi-
tional posts of teachers will be
sanctioned—namely 1,000 Secon-
dary Grade teachers ; 150 Phyzsical
Education Teachers for Middle
Schools and High Schools; 500
Tamil Pandits for Middle Schools
and Middle School standards of
High Schools ; 50 Headmasters for
High Schools and 300 B. Ed. Grade
teachers for High Schools. Fur-
ther 100 posts of part-time Craft
teachers in Middle Schools will be
upgraded as full time posts.

School Improvement Conferences

The public contribution realised
through the 50 School Improvement
Conferences held in 1981-82 (till
December 1981) was Rs. 63 lakhs.
The number of pupils given free
uniforms through voluntary effort
during 1981-82 (till December 1981}
was 49,378. '

Educational Administraticn : .

There are now 16 Chief Edu-
cational Officers, 51 District Edu-
cational Officers, 12 Inspectresses of
Girls Schools, 366 Assistant Edu-
cational Officers and 453 Deputy
Inspectors of Schools—of whom 411
in charge of Deputy Inspectors’
ranges and the rest are in charge of
Mobile Science Laboratory Vans,
etc. Two additional Inspectresses
of Girls Schools will be appointed in
1982-83. 25 Additional posts of
Personal Assistants to District Edu-
catiopal Officers/Inspectresses  of
Girls Schools will also be created
in 1982-83. An Internal Audit
Wing will also be formed for the
department. The quarterly journal
Tamil Nadu Education, continues
to be published by the Directorate

Pre-primary Education—

For the first time the Govern-

ment of Tamil Nadu will be laurch-

Schools. ¥

Ing a massive programme of Pre-
P.imary education in 1982-83. The
provision of pre-primary educational
facilities will promote univcrsal ele-
mentary education by making young
children school-minded; and also
free school-age girls from the work
of taking care of their siblings and
enable them to attend school. The
new 20 point programme also lays
special emphasis on spreading uni-
vgrsal elementary education among
gitls. In the first phase to be taken
up in 1982-83, a nursery section will
be.established in each of thz 4,433
child welfare centres (Balwadies) in
the State. A committee has been
constituted in November 1981 for
framing syllabus for the Nursery
sections. The provision for this
scheme in Budget Estimates 1982-83
is Rs. 1 Croze.

Elementary Education

The percentages of children of
age groups 6—11 (Siandards 1—35)
and 11—I14 (Standards 6—8) al-
ready enrolled in schools in Tamil
Nadu were 94.76 per cent and 64.55
per cent respectively in 1981-82.
Universalisation of elementary edu-
cation is one of the points in the 20
poirt frogramme. The All India
VI Plan torgets of enrolments at the
end of VI Plan (i.e. by 1984-85) are
93 per cent. under age group 6—I1
and 50 per cent. under age group
11—14. Tt will be gratifying to note
that in Tamil Nadu the enrolment
percentage has already reached the
said target in the case of age group
6—11; and far exceeded that target
under age group 11—14. The num-
ber of children of these two age

& in

groups enrolled additionally was
1.83 lakhs in 1981-82. The total
number of pupils who studied in
1981-82 in the 33,323 Elementary
schools—27,767 Piimary Schools
(Standards 1—S5) plus 5,756 Middle
Schools (Standards 1—8 or 6—8)
was 70.12 lakhs and the number of

. teachers 79,257 ; and the overall

teacher pupil ratio worked out to
1:39.

The rate of drop-outs (or
wastage) at the Primary School level,
j.e. for age group 6—I11 was 30
per cent in 1980-81 as against, 51
per cent in 1973-74. The schemes
of free midday meals, free supply of

" books and slates, etc., and the aboli-

tion of detentions in Standards 1-3
from 1977-78 have contributed to
this welcome development.

Midday Meals Scheme *

About: 20.51 lakhs of poor
pupils in Standards 1—8 of Ele-

mentary Schools get Midday Meals,
including the 1.65 lakhs fed in schools
run by the Adi Dravidar Welfare

and Backward Classes Depart-
ments. Out of this, 4.46 lakhs are

Central Kitchen areas—viz.
. Chengalpattu, North Arcot and
South Arcot districts (where 97

kitchens are functioning) and the
rest in non-Central Kitchen areas.
The provision for the Midday, Meals

- Schemes in the Budget for 1982-83

is about Rs. 5.63 lakhs inclusive of

\

Rs. 8 lakhs for the two godowns
under construction 1n Madras and
Tuticorin. Over and above the said
20.51 lakhs of pupils, 60,000 pupils
in Madras Corporation Schools are
also getting Midday Meals.

In non-Certral Kitchen areas,
the State Government grant for the
Midday Meal Scheme is paid to
Midday Meal centres in Elemen-
tary Schools at 10 paise per pupil
per day for 200 days every year .and
the Local Body contribution is 5
paise per pupil per day for 200 days.
This is supplemented by gift food
from the CARE organisation . Till
1980-81 about 20,000 tonmnes .of
CARE food was being supplied
every year and this food sufficed for
100 “feeding days, in the case of
grain and all the 200 days in the
case of salad oil. The 15 paise
got by way of Government grant
and Local Body coantiibution was
utilised for buying rice or other

cereals for the 100 non-CARE days
and for expenditure on condiments,
firewood, etc., for all the 200 days.
From 1981-82 CARE are imple-
menting (as a policy decision appli-
cable to all States availing them-
selves of CARE food for Midday
Meals) a progressive reduction in
the ‘quantum of CARE food made
available, with the ultimate objective
of reducing the supply in 1985-86
to about half the level of 1980-81.
This means that this Government

will have to step up their outlay on
this programme if current feeding
levels are to be maintained. An
additional expenditure of Rs. 45
lakhs has been sanctioned even in
1981-82, to set off the reduction in
CARE food made this year.

Free supply of Books and Slates :

Poor pupils receiving midday
meals in Standards 1—3 get text
books free and poor. pupils in
Stardard 1 get slates also free.
More than 13 lakhs of pupils get
this free supply every year. From
1972-73 the cost of text books i$
met by the Tamil Nadu Text Book
Society from its funds. The scheme
now costs the society about Rs. 67
lakhs every year. About Rs. 7
lakhs are spent from State Govern-
‘ment funds every year on the free
supply of slates to pupils in Stand-
ard 1. About 8 lakhs of pupils
belonging to the Adi Dravidar and

Scheduled Tribes get frce supply
of books in standard 4— 10 from
the funds of the Department of Adi
Dravidar and Tribal Welfare.

Book Banks :

Book Banks in -Schools are
inténded to enable the weaker sec-
tions of students to save expenditure
on school books. As on 1st October -
1981 Book Banks had been estab- -

lished in 32,630 schools. The stock ”
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of books in all these banks was
more than 22 lakhs of books, of
the value of more than Rs. 32 lakbs.
The beneficiaries numbered more
than 10 lakhs of pupils. These
book banks were established on
voluntary basis, by collecting books
donated by students promoted to
higher standards and by enlisting
the co-operation of parents, social
service organisations, etc.

Science Education—

Grants were given in 1981-82
to 200 Middle Schools for pur-
chase of Science equipment at the
rate of Bs. 3,750 per school which
had o be supplemented by an equal
sum of Rs. 3,750 from the manage-
ment funds or the funds of the
Parent-Teacher  Association. 200
more Middie schools will be covered
on the same basis 1n 19§2-83.

The CARE assisted programme
to promote  Heulth  Education
among Primary school children. 15
being implemented n Tirunclvel:
District.

Efementary School Buildings

- The total provision for Elemen-
tarv  Scheol Buildings in Budgdt

The implementation of the epoch
making decision to make Panchayat
Union teachers as Government ser-
vants is a major step towards quali-
tative improvement as well as ex-
pansion of Elementary education.

Munivipal Corporation Elementary
Schocls—

The number of Elementary
Schcols run by Municipalities and
the Corporations of  Madras,
Madurai and Coimbatore in 1981 —
82 was 1,508 (1,107 Primary and
401 Middle). The Government pdy
50 per cent of the Education lax
reahised by a  Muniipality  as
Government contiibution.  They are
also meeting the entire net deficit of
the Municipal Elementary Educa-
tion Fund Accounts, except in ine
case of the Madrus Corporation.

Secondary Education

Out of the 1725 lakhs of
children in the age group i4 1610
Tamil Nadu in 1981-82. 41 per cent
namely 7.13 lakhs had been enrolled
(in standards 9--10).  The folowing
are the dotails of the schools which
had High School standards in 19%1-
X2 .

. or Rs.

Government High Schools, 2 Mpm&
cipal High Schools and 19 ‘A‘d.e
High Schools—excluding minority
institutions).

Science Education

Under the scheme for equip-

ping High Schools with Science’

Laboratories, 1,068 High Schools
had been covered by the end ©
1981-82. Under the scheme, Labo-
ratory equipment is purchased cent-
rally and supplied to the beneficiary
schools by the Director of School
Education. The value of the equip-
ment per school which was Rs. 18,C00
i1l 1981-82 will be increased to
Rs. 20,000 trom 1982-83. The ex-
penditureon Laboratorybuilding for
each Government School is Rs.
80.000 with effect from 1980-81.
The quantum of grant for Labora-
tory building paid to each Local
Body and Aided High school is 60
per cent of the cost of construction
48,000 whichever is less.
An additionil 25 schools will be
provided with Science Laboratories
in {9YX2-83.

42 Educational districts in the
State are having each a Mobile
Science Laboratory Van forattend:

Audio-Visual Education

- f}:‘g

It is proposed during 1982-83
to add additional films qnd film-
strips to the State Film Library at
the Directorate of School Education,
at a cost of Rs. 48,000 ; provide
television sets to 30 Elementary
schools and conduct seminars, work-
shops, and other training program-
mes in Audio-Visual Education and
Educational Television programmes
at a cost of Rs. 1,86,000.

o,

Y

Educational concessions, scholarships
and other incentives.

. School Education in Tamil

v Nadu is generally free at all stages
f from standards 1 to 12. The pupils
i belonging to the Adi Dradivar and
. Scheduled Tribes get special scholar-
ships and other benefits from the

sy el
m‘m ll“ﬂ}

oanil wipt

With a view to promote the
education of Adi Dravidar and
Scheduled Tribe pupils, a scheme of
special supervised study in the
subjects English, Mathematics and
Science for about 14 hours every
day after school hours was intro-
duced for the benefit of students
belonging to those communities in
standards 8, 9 and 10 of 500 selected
High schools in 1981--82. About
37,600 students benefited under this
scheme this year. This innovative
scheme will be tontinued in 19§2-83
also.

The scheme of special supervised:
study will be extended in 1982-83
to the Higher Secondary standards
in 300 Higher Secondary Schools.
Curriculum, Syllabus and Text
Books

Revised versions of school text
books are being brought out by
the Tamil Nadu Text Book Society.

A committee has been constitut-
ed to frame relevant syllabus in
Moral and Social education for use
in schools in Tamil Nadu from
Standard 6 onwards.

ntity of concessional paper reqired
by this State is of the order of 9,200
tonnes, whereas the annual allot-
ment is only of the order of 5,300
tonnes. Hence it is possible ncw
to meet only about 60 per cent of
the needs of students by way of
concessional note books. :

* Teacher Training
In the context of the large

extent of unemployment among
trained teachers prevailing for the
past many years, admissions for
Secondary Grade teacher training
are made only in alternate years, and
that too, in reduced numbers.
Admissions were made during 1981-
82 at the rate of 30 candidates in
each Institute.

The scheme of * Correspon-
dence-cum-contact Course” of 5
months duration to enable Higher
Grade teachers to acquire Secondary
Grade qualification and get Secon-
dary Grade scale is being implz-
mented through the State Council of
Educational Research and Training.
The coverage under this programme
will be stepped up from 5,000
teachers to 10,000 teachers every
year from 1982-83.

'The ten English Language Teach:

o 5 . Progress of Educaton. The text books published by
Estimates 1982-83 1s of the orcer . rogress of Educaton the Society are distiibuted all over ing centres continued to do useful
(;{ g\\() l((‘) (m}:“ bOUI of ,””‘\i_ Ordinary Central the State through 52 District and work in 1981-82. They conducted
fobr' Pnchril\)rths Jl:]imch,llfnr;;\,]ﬁtr: (including Board of Total Tall.lk_ CO-Qperaltwc 4 Mtarke}rlf;lg ?norf"t)r/e&l;cgursiistm fEn%hSl: t?aggl(-)
Buildi;as Lhtbr ¢ it Doy e Anglo-Indian Secondary Societies having 119 depots. 1he ’g‘h ¢ eng of about 1,
. D‘“'. i ("“T';“f”' y e and Education Co-operative Marketing Socletxe.sl in teachers ot standards 6-8 and 9-10.
B and Mamicimat Matriculation)  etc. tarn sell the bonks throueh retalers ggate Council of Educational
Eler;c‘nmrv \chm;lx 15‘ R;. 22 i'\kll{s th (2) ) 4) ?\i,ggrl:;eth?yst)(;::&/ dinrectfycdi);tl'i' Research and Training
and that for Government l:lcmcn: . b i blicati from stand- The State Council of FEdu-
g H Schools ¢ utes all its publications from st i o u
tary school buildings is Rs. 6 lakhs. gh Sehools 2,089 ‘ » 2’1.68 ards 1 to 12 through 101 retailers. cgllon_al ‘Research and Training
e : Higher Second: 34 g (functioning in the Directorate of
Panchayat Union Elementary Schools igher Secondary Schools ,ﬁ_,A,lf)W S8 1,405_ Exercise note books : School Education) is continuing tc
: a1 luy a vital role in promoti li-
. Total pley an promoting quah
The Panchayat Umion Elemen- o 3,436 137 — 3,573 The Society is also attending to tative improvement in the field of
tary School teachers and the basic the work of making and distribu- S(_:hool Education. Apart from run-
servants working in those schools ting the Exercise note books made ning the Coirespondence-cum-con-

have been absorbed as Government
Servants from | 6 <1981 The
administrative control of Panchayat

The numbcr of students study- ing to the needs of Science teachin,
g an the above 3573 schools in rural High schools not yet prowd
vanious levels was as follows 1 ed with Science Laboratories and

out of the concessional paper allotted
to Tamil Nadu by the Governmen
of India. The exercise books are

tact course for  Higher  Grade
teachers, it is conducting special
orientation courses for teachers

i¥

Union Schools, except that relating
to the maintenance of school build-
ings was transferred to the School
cducation derarmens The depsn-
ment is administering these schools
through an Assistant Educational
Officer in each of the 366 Panchayat
Unions. 1 Junior Assistant and |
typist have been §anctioned fqr the
office of each Assistant Educational
Officer. To cope with the addi-
tjonal work | Assistant and 1 typist
were also sanctioned for the office
of each District Edpcatnonal Officer.
An Additional Director of School
Education was also sanctioned for

attending to

Elementary Education..

198 1-82

Pupils in

lak hs

Standard & and lower 13.75
Standards 9 and 10 7.13
Standards 11 and 12 2.7
Total 23.63

During  1981-82, 118 High

Schools were newly oppened (97

more vans are ‘being provided fo
the remaining Educational district:

The annual State level Scienc
exhibitions were conducted ¢
Madurai in 1978, at Coimbatore i

(1979, at Tirunelveli in 1980, and a
Tiruchirapalli in 1981. These exh
bitions are aimed at encouraging th
Science talent of pupils and impro"
ing the quality of Science teachin

Library facilities

A provision of Rs. 2 lakhs hi
been made in 1982-83 for improvir
library facilities in high schools.

’

funds of the Department of Adi
Dravidar agd Tribal Welfare. The
. Backward class students get similar
- benefits from the funds of the
Department of Backward Classes.
The School Education department
is administering the scheme of
" Rural Talent scholarships, under
. Which scholarships are awarded
~every year to four students in each
Panchayat Union in the State.
,The scholarships are tenable for the
entire school course inclusive of
Higher Secondary classes.

spread all over the State.
is given to

made by 224 registered convertors,
Priority Teachers etc.
the units sponsored various training programmes for

hanaling standards 133, for Tamil
It willbe conducting

by the Social Welfare department teachers and conducting research
and the units in which handicapped programmes in 1982-83 at a cost of

persons are employed. The total qua-

Scheme

Rs. 9.62 lakhs.
Implemented  in

(i) Primary Education Curriculum Rencwal

(PECR).

130 Primary Schools.

(ii) Developmental Activities in Community

Education and participation (DACEP).

(iii) Comprehensive Access to Primary Edu-
cation (CAPE)—to duvelop a non):formal
system of education-for drop-outs in the

Age group 9-14.

S districts

74 Teacher Training
Institutes



The following special experi-
mental projects in the field of
primary education are being imple-
mented by the State Council of
Ec_lucational Research and Training,
with UNICEF assistance —

The implethentation of the
above programmes in Tamil Nadu
has been commended by NCERT
.as the best in India.

Population Education

Government have sanctioned
the implemeantation in schools in
Tamil Nadu of a State Population
Education Programme for a period
of three years from April 1980 to
March 1983 with financial assistance
to the tune of Rs. 25 lakhs from the
United National Fund for Popula-
tion Activities (UNFPA).. The
State Government will be spending
from its own resources about Rs. 3
lakhs during the three year. period.
The S. C. E. R. T. is taking active
steps to implement this programme.
Key persom{el and resource persons
have ‘been trained and Population
Education syllabi have been pre-
pared for all standards.

The S. C. E. R. T. is engaging
itself also in examination reforms,
and also running Continuing Edu-
cation centres for the benefit of
teachers at Madras and a few other
centres.

Open School

With a view to extend Non-
Formal Educational facilities at
Secondary level, a Committee has
been constituted to formulate an
Open School system at Secondary
level. Working adults and house-

wives who have completed 8th %

standard can continue their studies
at Secondary level through the
Open School.

Welfare of Teachers and Non-Teach-

ing Staff of Schools

An important benefit extended

to a major sector of teachers was -

the conferment of the status of
Government servants on Panchayat
Union Elementary School teachers
from lIst June, 1981.

From 1st June 1981, Higher
Grade, Secondary Grade and equ

valent teachers have been awarded ;.

Special grade on completion of 20
ears of satisfactory service n the

same category,

service in Selection Grade in the
same category:

even though they 4
have not completed 10 years of §

Further with effect from 1st June
1981, the Higher Grade and Secon-
dary Grade teachers have been sanc-

tioned one increment in their res- -

pective scale of pay in consideration
of the two year training they have
undergone after passing 8th Stand-
ard/S.S.L.C.

In each High/Higher Secondary
School the Headmaster and one
Junior Assistant have been declared
to belongto the non-Vacation depart-
ment and they will be eligible for
leave benefits as admissible to non-
Vacation departments.

Aided Schools.—

An Expert Committee has been
constituted under the Director of
School Education to suggest compre-
hensive amendments to the Tamil
Nadu Recognised Private Schools
(lI;egulation) Act, 1973 and Rules,

74. )

The staff of Aided schools have
attained parity with staff of Govern-
ment schools in almost all matters
like retirement benefits; free supply
of spectacles and hearing aids; and
payment of advarces for various
purposes.

National' Foundation for Teachers’
Welfare

The collections under this Fund
are utilised to give relief to teachers
and their dependants, who may be
In _indigent circumstances. From
1977-78 about 80 fiesh schclarships
are awarded from this Fund every
year to children of teachers for
pursuing higher education in .Pro-

fessional courses like Engineerin
and Medical. £ g

The Government have approved
also of the institution from the funds
of the National Foundation for
Teachers” Welfare, Tamil Nadu of a
Scheme for rendering financial assis-
tance towards the payment of tution
fees by children of Elementary
School teachers, studying in Colleget
and Universities in degree and post
graduate courses.

State Awards

The Scheme of State Awards to
school teachers at various levels
continues to be implemented.

N

-

“from Rs. 25

HIGHER SECONDARY
EDUCATION

The number of Higher Secon-
dary schools functioning in 1981-82
was 1,347 as detailed below (incl-
uding 106  schools . upgraded, In
1981-82) :

Type of School Number
S.S.L.C. .. 1,274
Anglo Indian ' - 26
Matriculation . 33
Tecnical Schools 14

Total 1,347

i , ols
The 58 Higher Secondary Schoo
(aﬂiliatcd to the Central Board of

* Secondary Education etc., are not

-ncluded in the above figures). The
Isttlfc in Higher Secondary stand-
ards in 1981-82 in the above 1,347
schools was as fojlews —

1 Year Class
H Yesr Class

vocational courses in 1981-82 was

Boys Girls, Total 1.014. They offered one or morel
Vocational courses and the tota
87,525 57,083 1,44,608 number of such courses offered wa?‘
1,602. Out of the 2.75 lakhs o
82,424 48,364 1,30,788 Higher Secondary students in 1981-

82, 58,520 (i.e. about 21 per cent)
2,75,396 were studying in Vocational courses
as dstailed below :—

The bulk 'of the nceds of tea-
chers for Academic subjects in
Higher Secondary Schoolsin "78-79
was met by transferring from High
Schools teachers fully qualified for
Higher Secondary, gnd also by
‘inducting’ from High - Schools,
teachers without Post Graduate qua-

 lification. For meeting the further
“" needs of Higher Secondary teachers

in that year and the nced in later

rs 7,040 additional posts of

igher Secondary teachers in all
haSe been sanctioned so far. 200
posts of Physical Directors and 900
posts of Laboratory attenders have
also been sanctioned.

Service rules for posts of Head-
masters of Higher Secondary schools

_and teichers of Higher Secondary

standards were issued in April 1981.

. The “Inducted” teachers have been

allowed 5 years from 1-7-]1978 for
acquiring Post graduate qualifica-
tions and getting regular appoint-
ment as Higher Secondary teachers.

. The Special pay paid to these ‘in-
' ducted?’ec'

teacher? has been increased
r month to Rs. 40
month with effect from 1-9-1981.

Government have arranged for

- conducting special courses for the
inducted teachers to enable them to:
““acquire post graduate qualification

and become fully qualified. A part

of their tuition tee (for Postgraduate The vocational courses are
courses) is met by the Government handied by 491 full time staff who
and a loan of Rs. 1,000 is also given were formerly handling Bifurcated
from the funds of Tamil Nadu Text courses in High Schools and by
Book Society (to emable them ‘10 about 4,300 - part time vocational
meet the expenses involved in mair- teachers (on Rs. 150 per month )
taining themselves and their famili'S qrartea trom various departments

separately during their vacaticu of the Government and other public -

studies.)

Major area to which the Number of students in

Vocational course belonged 1981-82.
Boys Girls Total
) d; 3 “)

Agriculture 4,561 is 4,596
Home Science .. 73 2,818 2,891
Commerce and Busimess 20,884 10,617 31,501
Engineering and Technology .. 15,037 86 15,123
Health T e 327 3,919 4,246
Miscellaneous . 66 97 163
Total .. 40948 17,572 58,520

Vocational Higher Secondary undertakings wherever feasible and

Courses from among othér suitable private

persons, in other cases.The innd-
vative scheme of Vocational Moni-'

Y.

The number of Higher Secon-
dary Schools which were offering



tors also continues t¢ be imple-
mented.

In January 1982, the Govern-
ment h_ave constituted a High Power
Committee to restructure the curri-
culum 1nd courses of Vocational
subjects at Higher Secondary level
_wnth a view among other things, to
improve the job opportunities of
Vocational Higher Secondary stu-
dents and also improve their vertical
mobility.

Building Equipments etc.

The Government sanctioned the
construction of one Classroom and
one Laboratory in each of the 563
Government  Higher  Secondary
schools opened in 1978-79, 1979-80
and 1980-81 at the huge cost of
Rs. 10 crores. The construction of
buildings for the 67 Government
Higher secondary Schools upgraded
in 1981-82 will be sanctioned in
1982-83 at a cost of Rs. 1.68 crores
of which the outlay in 1982-83 will
be restricted to Rs. 1.24 crores.
The provision for spiil over works in
1982-83 is Rs. 87 lakhs,

the libraries in Higher Secondary
Schools.

A detailed survey of the scheme
of Higher Secondary Education by
the Director of Evaluation and
Applied Research has been ordered
recently, with a view to derive opti-
mum benefits from Governmental
expenditure and also fix norms for
fature expansion.

COLLEGIATE EDUCATION

There are now 187 Colleges of
Arts, Science and Commerce func-
tioning in Tamil Nadu with a
strength of about 1,71,100 in 1981-82
as against 1,54,700 in 1980-81.

Five Regional Offices of the
Directorate are functioning since
1979-80 at Madras, Madurai, Tiru-
chirappalll, Tirunelveli and Coimba-
tore with Deputy Directors of Colle-
giate Education and other auxiliary
staff. These Offices will be streng-
thened in 1982-83 by the sanction
of one Assistant Director to each.

With the constitution recently
of the Bharathiar and Bharathi-

learning there. A ** Campus Deve-
lopment Committee”” has heen con-
stituted to assess the needs of the
proposed University at Karaikudi.
It is also proposed to starta Women's
University in Tamil Nadu.

Autonomous Colleges :

With the conterment of Auto-
nomy newly on 3 Colleges in 1981-
82, there are now i3 Avtonomous
Colleges in the State. These Col-
leges have academic freedom in
designing courses, syllabi and also
conduct of examinations. However,
the degrees are awarded by the
Universities concerned.

Continuing Education : )

Evening courses are being con-
ducted in 33 colleges with an enrol-
ment of about 8,000 studcnts (in-
cluding _ evening colleges run by
Madurai Kamaraj University and
Law Colleges). During 1981-82, a
crash programme of Summer-cum-
Correspondence courses in Mathe-
matics, Physics, Chemistry, Botany,
Zoology, Home Science and Econo-
mics was conducted in the affiliated

The equipments required for dasan Universities, the following is Post-Graduate Colleges for the bene-
all the Government Higher Second- the University-wise break up of the fit of inducted teachers in Higher

giary schools opened so far, are be-
ing procured and supplied at a total

cost of more thau Rs. 5 crores
through the Tamil Nadu Small
Industiies  Development Corpora-

tion (SIDCO), a State Government
undertaking engaged in the pro-
motion of small industries. An
expenditure of Rs, 24 lakhs has been
sanctioned on furniture also.

The Government have sanc-
tioned a scheme for giving match-
ing grants to  non-Government
(Aided and Local Body) Higher
Secondary schools towards meet-
ing 40 per cent of the expenditure
oun building and equipment, subject
to a maximum of Rs. 1 lakh for
each school. About 525 non-
Government schools have so far
been admitted for aid under this
scheme, and more schools will be
covered in 1982-83. A provision of
Rs. 60 lakhs has been made for this
scheme next year.

With a view to enable Higher
Secondary School students to utilise
the facilities in Laboratories in
Colleges and Polytechnics, College
Complexes and Polytechnic Comp-
pexes have also beensat up wherever

possible.

An expenditure of the order
of Rs. 43 lakhs has been incurred by
the Government on strengthening

said 187 Colleges :— Secondary Schools. 172 teackers
Number of
L L. Colleges of
University Districts under its jurisdiction Arts, Science
and
‘ Commerce
(1) (2) 3)
Madras University Madras, Chengalpattu, North
Arcot, South Arcot, Salem &
Dharmapuri .. 44
Bharathiar University, Coimbatore, Periyar and the
Coimbatore Nilgiris .. 33
Bha;athiqasan University, Tiruchirapalli, Thanjavur and
Tiruchirappalli Pudukkottai .- 33
Madurai, Ramanathapuram,
Madurai KamarajUni-  Tirunelveli and Kanyakumari. . 77
versity ————
187

Action is being pursued for
acqusition of land and for provi-
sion of various other requirements
of the two new Universities.

. The third new University estab-
lished in 1981-82 was the Tamii

University set up at Thanjavur i
September 198!.p v

Steps are being pursued to start
a University at Karaikudi as
nps;d by late Arignar Anna Com-
bining all the institutions of higher

studied M.A., and 731 studied
M.Sc., under this programme. A
provision of Rs. | lakh has been
made in 1982-83 for opening addi-
ticrat and new evening courses in
Government colleges.

_ Correspondence courses are now
being conducted by Madurai
Kamarag, Annamalai and Madras
VUniversities, and the total enrol-

Pro- ment in all of them was about 90,000

in [981-82. In addition about
14,000 students were enrolled in

e

. for research under the
* improvement Programme sponsored

- don as well as under the State
& ‘Government’s
#.Under the latter as many as 494
.teachers were deputed for M. Phil.
qollrses at Government cost and

2 were so deputed in 1980-81. ——

T

o

the Open University course con-
ducted by the Madurai Kamaray
University for persons without for-
mal education, who have completed
21.

Qualitative Improvement :

In keeping with past trends, a
large number of seats remained
vacant in 1981-82, especiaily in
Rural colleges. The number of
vacant seats was 10,020—English
Medium 7,350; and Tzmil Medium
2,670. This underlined the fact
that in generz! there is no need for
quantitative expansion of facilities
for College education. The ¢m-
phasis therefore continues on quali-
tative improvement,

During the past 4 years, as
many as 104 new Degree Courses
and 28 new Post Graduate Courses
were opened in Government Colle-
ges. Provision of Rs. 10 lakhs
for opening new Degree Courses
and Rs. 5 lakhs for opening new

" Post Graduate Courses have been

made in 1982-83.

A sum of Rs. 5 lakhs has been
provided in 1982-83 for purchasing
furaiture for Government Colleges,
to meet the needs of increased
students’ strength in Degree and
Post-Graduate courses In recent
years. Laboratory facilities in
Government Colleges have been
improved in recent years, at a cost
of Rs. 21 lakhs and an additional
Rs. 31 lakhs will be spent for the
purpose in 1982-83. Text Book
libraries have teen set up in Govern-
ment Colleges. Rs 1 lakh will be
spent in 1982-83 on development of

* playfields and provision of Sport

articles in Government Colleges.

soverage under the

wsm ARTS CALLE

29 Professors have so far been
deputed from Government colleges
for Research leading to Ph. D.
There are now about 280 Graduate
Tutors/ Demonstrators in Govern-
ment 2nd Aided Colleges. It has
been decided to depute them to
undergo M.A./M.Sc., courses at
Government cost, in a phased man-
ner ; and accordingly 30 persons
were deputed in 1981-82.

Orientation ¢>urses were con-
ducted in 1981-82 for teachers
handling English under Part -
General Enzlish and Part II special
English in Dgree Courses; and those
handling M. A. English. The
scheme will be continued in 1982-83,
and also extended to English tea-
chers in Colleges of Education.

Scholarships and stipends

The following is the extent of
important

Scholarship schemes implemented

In 1982-83 also adequate provi- by

the Directorate of Collegiate

sion has been made for construc- gy, cation :—

tion of new or additional buildings,
‘hostels, and buildings for Students,
amenities like, canteen, tiffin sheds,
cycle sheds, sanitary facilities, and
other minor works. The total pro-
vision in this regard in 1982-83 is
Rs. 62 lakhs—Rs. 25 lakhs for new
works; and Rs. 37 lakhs for spill
over works.

College teachers are deputed
Faculty_

by the University Grants Commiss-

own programme.

5 FOR WoheH

From 1977-78, full fee con-
cession is given in Degree course and
above, to all students belonging to
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, irrespective of the annual
income of their parents. They get
scholarships from the funds adminis-
tered by the Director of Adi-Dravi-
dar and Tribal Welfare and the
Backward Class students from the
Director of Backward Classes. Be-
sides, an ad hoc merit grant of
Rs. 300 each is given to all students
belonging to Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes who obtain 66
per ceat and above in the Higher
Secondary examination to enable
them to prosecute higher studies.

Tamil Medium in Colleges

The incentive stipend of Rs.
180 per year continues to be paid
to every student studying in Tamil
Medium in Degree classes. 18,040
students got this stipend in 1980-81
and 20,695 in 1981-82. The pro-
vision for this scheme is Rs. 35 lakhs

Scholarships scheme for children
of School teachers

Number of  Total number Provision in
freshscho-  of sck((;{ar-h gm{get
Scheme larships ships(fres stimate
aIIotlgd for andrenewals) 1982—1983
1981—82 sanctioned
(including
Higher in 1981—82
Secondar
econdary) (Rupees in lakhs)
National Scholarship Scheme 1,700 ‘ 5,205 60
National Loan Scholarship 1,397 6,590 45
10 225 4

“tad

e




in 1982-83. The number of books *

published in  Tamil for Tamil
medium College students so far by
ghe Tamil Nadu Text Book Society
is 901. Rs. 50 lakhs worth of these
books are being supplied free to
Book Banks in all Colleges. A
Committee is now engaged in eva-
lualing this programme and pre-
paring plans for further publications
in future.

Ensuring the smooth functioning of
Colleges

Welfare Committees have been
constituted for attending to the
Welfare of the teaching staff, the
non-teaching staff, ana the students
in Colleges with a view to mitigate
the problem of students unrest in
Educational Institutions. Two All-
Perty meetings were conducted in
May-June 1981 and guide-lines are
being evolved for conductirg elec-
tions to college unions peacefully,
and within a short period.

Benefits to staff in Colleges

Among the important benefits
extended to staff in Colleges in
recent years were extension of
University Grants Commission
scales of pay ; Upgradation as
Assistant Professors, of Tutors and
Demonstrators, possessing the pres-
cribed qualifications ; promotion
from Ist April, 1980 as Professors,
of Assistant Professors on comple-
tion of 10 years of service; direct
payment of salaries to staff in aided
colleges; ensuring parity to staff of
Aided Colleges in such matters like
retirement benefits, leave benefits
and Group Iusurance Scheme. State
Awards havealso been instituted for
College teachers from 1979-80 and
10 awards are given every year.
Each award consists of a cash
prize of Rs. 1,000.a Silver medal
and Certificate,

Legal studies :

_The' strength in Law Colleger
during 1981-82 was as follows :

The strgngth in Law Colleges during 1981-82 was as follows :

Number
learning
Name of Law Degree through Degree Post Graduate
College Regular Tamil (evening)
total Medium-out
of the total.
0y 2 3) O] (5)
Madras 1,045 114 444 106
Madurai 707 48 80
Coimbatore .. 360
Tiruchirapalli ;. 360
The construction of buildings Diversification

and hostel for the Government Law
College, Coimbatore has been sanc-
tioned in recent years. A Women’s
hostel for the Law College, Madurai
has also been sanctioned. The
Budget for 1982-83 includes provi-
sion of Rs..10 lakhs for taking up
construction of a building for the
Law College, Tiruchirappalli and
Rs. § lakhs for a Men’s hostel for
the Law College, Madurai.

TECHNICAL EDUCATION
The provision for Technical

Education (inclusive of the provi-
sion for buildings and loans and

grants to Anoa University) is Rs.,

15.66 crores in B. E. 1982-83.
The Department of Technical Edu-
cation has under its direct control 7
Engineering Colleges, 50 Polytech-
nics (including 7 Women’s Poly-
technics and 8 Special Institutions)
and 14 Higher Secondary Schools
{Vocational).

The present level of sanctioned
annual intake is 1470 students for
Degree Courses (full time) including
the State quota in the Regional
Engineering College,  Tiruchira-
palli ; 6,800 students for Diploma
courses in Polytechnics ; and 840
students in the Higher Secondary
Schools (Vocational). The ia-
crease in the intake of Polytechnics
was due to the stepping up of the
intake of the existing Polytechnics
and also the opening of new Poly-

. technics.

@  The shift system was introduced -
; in 1981-82 in the Annamalai Poly-
- technic,

Chettinad and Muthiah
Polytechnic, Annamalai nagar. The
system will be extended to some
more institutions after watching its
working in thosg two Polytechnics.

A new Government Engineering

College was o i ?
in 19%1-82_ pened at Tlrunelvc_h

In order to meet the current
man power requirements of Industiy,
new job-oriented and diversificd
courses are introduced every yeir
in polytechnics.  Among the new
courses inwroduced in 1980-81 and
81-82 were.

Post-Diploma Courses: Foundry
Engineering, Construciion Techno-
logy, Industrial Electronics, Plant
_Mamtenancc, Production Engineer-
ing.

Diploma Coarses.—Ref1 igeration and
Air-conditioning, Production Engi-
neering, Electronics,.

Electives.—Modern Farm Machi-
nery Technology, Industrial Electro-
nics, Instrumentation.

During 1982-83 it is propostd
to introduce the following new
courses in Polytechnics :—

o

7}

% Post-Diploma Courses. —

oy
TR
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~

Central Polytechnic, Madras—
Instrument Techniques.

A
vr Government Polytechnic
Vellore — Foundry Engi

%’ neering.

Nachimuthu Polytechnic,
Pollachi—Industrial Engi-
neering.

Diploma Courses.—
: Bakthavatsalam  Polytechnic,

Kancheepuram—Electro -
nics and Communication
Engineering.

Government Polytechnic, Nager
coil,—Machine design and
drafting (for Girls).

” Electives,—
5, Rajagopal Polytechnic » Gudi-
. yatham—Power Systems.

: P.A.C. Ramasamy Raja Poly
technic, Rajapalayam—
Fundamentals of Tele-
vision and Servicing.

-

? Additionsl facﬂlties for Polytechaic

v

5 %&d Qualitative Improvement

iﬁ A Mirco-Processor based com-
Puter system will be set up at the
Central Polytechnic, Madras in 1982-
Additional buildngs will be
Sonstructed for the Alagappa Poly-
echnic, Karaikudi, and an 'addi-
tional over-head tank will be cons-
a-tructed to augment the water supply
$0f the Tamil Nadu Polytechnic,
adurai. A separate Curriculum
development Centre for Polytech-
,Jg?s will be established in the
zMirectorate of Technical Education

§-1n 1982-83. A loan of Rs. 2 lakhs
x Will be sanctioned in 1982-83 for
§:%0nstructing a hostel for the students
3t the Sakthi Institute of Technology,
hani, Periyar district.

Bineering Colleges under the
ectorate of Technical Education.—

g . With a view to give practical
A NIng to students in the use of
MMputers, a mini computer will
BRS¢t up in 1982-83 at the Govern-

gt College of Engineering, Salem
lc?st of Rs. 4.50 lakhs. Library
tities in the 3 Private Engincer-

ing Czﬂleges will be strengthened at a
cost of Rs. I lakh each. The cons-
truction of a girls hostel will be sanc-
tioned in 1982-83 for the Govern-
ment college of Technology, Coim-
batore and the work of augmenting
the water supply of the A. C. College
of Technology, Karaikudi will also
be taken up in 1982-83. A provision
of Rs. 3 lakhs has been made in
1982-83, for providing modern
Teaching aids in Government Tech-
nical Educational institutions.

Anns University :

The Anna University was estab-
lished at Madras on 4th September
1978, with a view to build up a centre
of excellence in higher education
in Engineering and Technology.
The University was formed by
bringing together and integrating
the following four institutions—
namely the College of Engineering,
Guindy; the Technology depart-
ments of the University of Madras
situated in the A. C. College of
Technology campus; the School of
Architecture and Town Planning of
the University of Madras and the
Madras Institute of Technology,
Chromepet. The enrolment in the
University exceeds 3,900 students
of which 3,255 are in Undergradvate
programme and 686 are in Post-
graduate programme.. This in-
cludes about 300 women stvdents.
The University offers 21 Under-
graduate courses, 31 Post-graduite
courses besides 7 Post-graduate
Diploma courses. Facilities are
available for M. Phil programmes in
Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry
and Doctorate Progrimmes in the
Faculty of Engineering, Technolegy
and Sciences. Research work in
emerging areas of national priorities,
like Ethanol fuel for Automcbiles,
are being undertaken and centres
for Fnergy resources and Building
Technology are being established.
The B. E., 1982-83 includes a pro-

vision of Rs. 180 Jakhs for Non-

plan grants to the University ard
Rs. 62 lakhs for Plan grants, in
order to enable the University to
Jaunch further development pra-

‘grammes, availing itself of assistance

rom the University Grants Com-
mission also.

The Government have sanction-
ed the setting up by the Anna
University of a Remotfe Sensing
Centre, with financial assistance
from this Government. The Centre
will help in surveying, identifving,
classifying, and monitoring several

forms of Earth resources—so that’

optimum management of resources
is possible in a number of fields
including Agriculture, mineral sur-
vey, etc.

Other Institutiens.—

The Budget for 1982-83 in-
cludes provisions of Rs. 28 lakhs for
Graats to the Regional Engineering
College, Tiruchirappalli and Rs. 5
lakhs for Grants to the Institute of
Mathematical Scien es,  Madras.
The Food Craft Institute established
at Tiruchirappalli with Central assis-
tance has started functioning from
1981-82.

Science and Techmology Centres.—

A Committee has bteen consti-
tuted in January 1982 to prepare
cetailed Project reperts for the
Science and Technology Centres to
be set up at Madras, Tiruchirappalli
and Coimbatore and to co-ordinate
the work of establishing those
Centres.

This Government have accepted
the setting up at Tirunelveli of one
of the 5 District Science Centres pro-
posed to be established in 5 districts
in India by the National Council of
Science Museums. This Govern -
ment have also sanctioned the re-
quisite expenditure from  State
Goverumrent funds for the establish-
ment of the District Science Centre
at Tirunelveli.

<Catch them very young’

With a view to identify young
talents in sports-and games and to
groom and develop such talents by
systematic coaching, “the depart-
ment is already conducting the
“Catch them young ™ programmes.
it is proposed in 1982-83 to extend
this principle to pre-primary stage
also and implement a programme
of “Catch them very young™ under
which children with ~aptitude for
sports »rd games will be identified
at Pre-Primary stage and their talents
nurtvered carefully. These chlldrcn
will be taken as ‘* Sports Stream
children when they enter schools
formally.

Amorg other new progranmmes
to be undeptaken by the Depart-
ment in 1982-83 are : Starting 150
more Rural Sports Centres: Start- -
irg 8 Hobby Centres atraclfgd to
Distrizt Sports Courcils, for chxl.dyen
and non-stvdent youth, ana gIVIng
grants to private Sports Clubs/
organisations for purchasing sports

articles.



26

AR VMLI AU WUIULD

At present there are 1.42 lakh
of Scouts ard Guides in Tamil
Nadv, who formed necarly one-
fourth of the total numter of Scouts
and Guides all over India. The
20th President’s Scouts and Guides
Rally was conducted at Madras in
an impressive manner, when the
highest award in the movement was

conferred on the Chief Minister, the
ﬁrst.ever Chief Minister in India to
receive this award.

The annual grant to the Tamil
_Nadu Scouts and Guides has been
increased from Rs. 30,000 to Rs. 3
lakhs with effect from 1981-82. An
expenditure of Rs. 5 lakhs has also
been sanctioned in 1981-82 for the
supply of free uniform to needy
Scouts and Guides. A State level
camp site for Scouts and Guides, 21
acres in extent, has been allotted by
the Government at Alathur, Chen-
galpattu District. It is proposed to
p{ovide camp sites in the districts
also.

National Cadet Corps

The National Cadet Corps in
Tamil Nadu is 8rganised with the

Directorate Headquarters along with

5 Group Headquarters under it 2
located in Madras city, and one
each in Coimbatore, Madurai and
Tiruchirapalli.  The authorised

strength of N.C.C. in Tamil Nadu is ;

as given below :

8}
Colleges

Higher Secondary Standards of Higher

Secondary Schools

Total

Number
(out of the
total)
Total participat-
Number of ing in
Students Special
participating Camping
Programme
@ @ aF
40,000 20,000
10,000 5,000
50,000 25,000

The annual expenditure per
student is Rs. 60 under National
Service Scheme (Genernl pro -
gramme) and Rs. 80 under Special
Camp Programme. In both the
cases, expenditure is shared between
the State and Central Governments
in the ratio of 5:7 respectively.
The provision: for this scheme in
1982-83 is Rs. 60 lakhs, of which
7/12th will be reimbursed by the
Central Government.

The Government of India have
approved of the extension of the
scheme to 10,000 more college stu-
dents and 10,000 more Higher
Secondary students in 1982-83.

The National Service Scheme
provides opportunities to students

Units Troops Officers Cadets.

n 2 3) (4)
Senior Division (Boys) 45 218 17,370
Do (Girls) 5 43 3,680
Junior Division (Boys) 616 616 61,650
Do  (Girls) 51 5t 5,300
Total 717 928 87,500

The expenditure on the NAational ’

Cadet Corps from this Government
funds in 1982-83 will be about Rs.
138 lakhs. The number of State

Government Staff (Ministerial staff

as well as drivers, peons, etc.)
serving under the department is

1,100.
National Service Scheme

The following was the strength
of the National Service Scheme in
Tamil Nadu in 1981-82 :—

to participate in constructive service
programme, cowntributing to the
development of the community
around them. It was in 1980-81
that the programme was first extend-
ed to Higher Secondary standards,
and along with N.C.C. and Scout-
ing, offers the students of Tamil
Nadu vast opportunities to partici-
pate in community service.

TAMIL DEVELOPMENT

The Directorate of Tamil Deve-
lobment is taking effective steps to

intensify the use of Tamil for all
official purposes in all departments.
A three year intensive scheme has
been taken up to ensure the proper
and full implementation of the
scheme of having Tamil as Official .
language for all purposes in all
State Government Offices. The
first phase of the scheme has been
implemented in 1981-82 in 17 depart-
ments. More departments will be
covered in the second phase, i.e.
1982-83.

A bibliography of the Tamil
books published durirg the period
1867-1935 has already been publish-
ed in 19 volumes.

¥

Work on the 2

books published after 1935 is in‘

progress. E.
The Department is jmplement-
ing a scheme of finarcial assistance -
to authors for bringing out original
books in Tamil ; and authors of 7
books were assisted in 1981-82.
The Government have arranged to
bring out through tke Tamil Nadu
Text Book Scciety, the second edi-
tion of the Tamil Encyclopaedia.

Under the scheme of awards
for he best books published 1
Tamil, awards for the books pub-
lished during the period 1975-80
were given on Thiruvalluvar Day
1982 (15th January).

History of Tamil Nadu

The first volume on the Pre-
Historic period has been published
alrecdy and the second on the San-
gam age will be published shortly
in two parts.

Programme of translations :
Six books have been published

so far under the programme for
publishing in Tamil valuable books
from other languages, and for pub-

lishing valuable Tamil -classics in
_other languages. Two more are
likely to be published shortly and
work on other book is under way.

"Honours to Tamil Poets and Scholars

The Government have instituted
_so far a Reader’s Chair in the name
“of Umaru Pulavar in Madurai
Kamaraj University for research in
Islamic ‘Tamil literature : an endow-
ment in Madras University for deve-
lopment of Tamil Christian literature
and two Endowment lectures 1n
Madras University—One in the
name of Pavendhar Bharathidasan
and the other in tt.e name of Pattuk-
kottai  Kalyanasundaram. The
Pavendhar Bharathidasan award of
Rs. 10,000 has been given so far to
the poets Thiruvalargal Suradha,
Vaunidasan, S.D. Sundaram, Pattuk-
" kottai  Kalyanasundaram  and
Muthulingam.” The Thiru. Vi. Ka.
award of Rs. 10,000 for Tamil
writers has been so far given to
Thiruvalargal Naranaduraikannan
and A. K. Paranthamanar.
Financial Assistance to Indigent
Tamil Scholars

Dic-

. tionary compiled by the late schol: r

Tamil Scholars whose INCOME ;0" G Devaneya Pavanar wil

does not exceed Rs. 400 per mensem o oy plished shortly and work on

are given a monthly pension of ype remaining portion of the Etymo-
Rs. 250 under this scheme and 120 y,050,1 pictionary is continuing.

;Scholars have been covered so far.

of the Tamil Etymological

. . e International Institute of Tamil
Pl’onéoting Tamil Studies outside the Studies
tate.

24 - Universiti and  institu The International Institute ;)g

. “Universilies v " Tamil Studies is now having
tions in other states have so far g0l payqers 12 full time Research stu-
the' grant of Rs.. 15,000 each 10T jone and 38 part-time students
Introducing part time diploma 4 .05 ph. D. research. It publishes
 courses in ‘Tamil. Grants havelbeex} the half yearly Rescarch Journal—
;zg}llcn?necfi a‘{S)Of ;&‘;gcn'"tﬁ;'g;s?{'; the Journal of Tamil lsltudies. Thisl
0o0f o0 4 157155 year it imparted coaching in Tami
Trivandrum for its research activites. § “og' o 4ohie from other States and
' The International lustitute of countries. The Institute is conduct-
The Internationa : . %" ing monthly popular lectures on
a;méhflugfsk'sofeggﬁﬁf }:Xag:rrlir;ﬁ; Tamil }lliterar)f theoriesI anﬁ weekly
- 4 research seminars. t has con-
1o enable the learnlngd of Tamil by qcted major seminars on the heri-
Tamils settled abroad. . tage of - Tamils in the literary, cultu-
Tamil Etymological Dictionary — ra) ang other fields.
Project on ‘‘ Historical
The first part of the fi

The seminar
heritage of the
rst volume Tamils was held in 8]-82. The

3,
%‘ Fasome.

institute has published so far
standard books on Tamil literati
and history, besides certain valual
unpublished manuscripts. Po
Graduate Diploma courses on Trai
lation and Manuscriptology are al
offered in the Institute.

-

v

The Tamil University inaug
rated on 15th September 1981
functioning at Thanjavur with
several faculties and departmen
A Publications Division has al
been started recently. Aboutl,C
acres of land near the Thanjax
Medical College are being acquit
for the University and construct
work is likely to start in af
months.

Tamil University

World Tamil Sangam

The World Tamil Sangam :
nounced on the occasion of
Vth International Conference Sei
nar of Tamil Studies at Madu

&




will be established with its head-
quarters at Madurai, at a site to be
provided shortly. Thijs organisa-
tion would be staffed by Tamil
scholars who will be undertaking
intensive research work. This
Sangam will function with complete
academic autonomy and with its
own branches in various parts of
the world. A provision of Rs. 105
Jakhs has been made in Budget
Estimates 1982-83 for establishing
this Sangam.

TAMIL CULTURE

The Government are continuing
to implement a number of schemes to
encourage and develop Tamil Cul-
ture and Arts. A new Department
of Information, Tourism and (Tamil)
Culture was organised in the Secre-
tariat in July 1981. The Directo-
rate of Traditional Tamil Arts set
up newly under a separste Director

is also functioning under this Depart-
ment.

Tamil Nadu Iyal, Isai, Nataka
Manram

For the past 26 years, this
Manram has been implementing a
number of programmes for develop-
ing music, dance, and drama, and
it continued its good work in 1981-82
also. This year it gave “Kalai-
mamani” awards to 33 eminent
artistes. Under the programme for
encouraging young artistes it assisted

80 artistes to conduct performances
in 16 Sathas.

_ With a view to extend the activi-
ties of the Marram, the Government
have decided in principle to consti-
tute such manrams for each district.
The object is to survey the local art
forms in various districts, select
forms worthy of preservation and
take steps to encourage and preserve
them. The young artistes in the
district will also be encouraged. A
provision of Rs. 1.50 lakhs has been
made for this scheme in 1982-83.

Tamil Nadu Ovium Nunkalai Kuzim

In addition to its usual pro-
grammes, the Tamil Nadu Ovium
Nunkalai Kuzhu implemented the
following important schemes also
in 1981-82 :—

(i) A notable programme
was the conduct of Refresher courses
for Art Masters in schools, held in
collaboretion with the State Council
of Equcationl Research and Train-

ing, with a view to keep them posted
with the latest developments in Art
tezching. This training has so far
been imparted to about 110 Art
masters in the Educational dist.icts
of Madras, Vellore and Coimbatore.
This training wil! be extended to
Art masters in many other districts
next year.

. (i) Under the programme for
conducting Art exhibitions in other
States, Tamil Nadu Art exhibitions
were conducted at Jaipur (Rajas-
than) and Bhubaneshwar (Orissa).
The exhibitions were well received.

(iii) The quarterly journal of
the Kuzhu, entitled ‘‘ Nunkalai”
was published.

(iv) The Government have
given a grant of Rs. 1 lakh to the
Kuzhu for instituting a fund for
giving firancial assistarce toartistes.

It is proposed to provide
mobile unit to the Kuzhu to enable
it to hold Art exhibi i~ns in District
headquvarters apd meffuasil  towns.
A sum of Rs. 3.90 lakhs will be
provided for th's purpose next year.

Music Colleges : ~/

The Governmert Colleges of

Music at Madras and Madurai and
the Music wing of the Oriental
college at Thiruvaiyaru, are conduc-
ting courses in Music and Bharatha
Natyam. In order to solve the

the
Music college, Madras the constrpe-
tion of additjonal building at a cost
of Rs. 6 lakhs will be sanctioned in
1982-83.

accommodation problem at

It is proposed to modernise the,
teaching methods in the Govcrnment‘a
colleges of music. With a view
instil in students the techniques an
methodology of maestros in music
and dance, it is proposed to gonduct
demonstrations and lectures in those
colleges. It is also proposed to
make available to students tapes
(Audio and video) of the perfor-
mances of such maestros. Musical

‘demonstrations of Theveram and

Thiruvasagam etc., will also be
arranged.

Directorate of Traditional Tamil
Arts @

The main objects of the .quly
formed Directorate of Tradltlo_nal :
Tamil Arts are (i) survey, con}pnla-
tion and publication of details of
traditional Tamil arts ; (ii) and their
preservation. ' :

In accordance with the above
objects, provision has been made
for the following programmes in
1982-83 ;. %

(1) It is proposed to survey
and document rare rural art forms
in all distiicts and compile and "
publish a cultural profile of Tamil
Nadu. It will be a compendium of




The Government have sanctioned the for-
mation of one Horticultural Society to popularise
the cultivation of Horticultural crops in the
North Madras area. The Society was formed
with the District Collectorof Madrasas Chairman
with 20 Members in the Executive body. The
Assistant Director of Horticulture, North Madras
will be the Secretary. The Hony. Secretary of
Horticultural  Society Madras will be the
Vice-Chairman of the proposed Society.
Besides Horticultural crops, it is proposed to give
importance for planting of coconuts in the house
compounds. Hence the Society was named as
‘ Madras Horticultural and Coconut Develop-
ment Society >, since main function of the Society
will be planting Coconut seedlings in all available
protected areas. - Out of 20 Executive Committee
Members, there will be 5 non-officials and the rest
will be from the official sides representing Depart-
ment of Horticulture, Collegiate Education,
Forest, Director of Oilseeds, Corporation of
Madras, N. S. S. Organisation and the Collecto-
rate of Madras.

OBJECTIVES OF THE MADRAS
HORTICULTURAL AND COCONUT
DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY

1. Increasing the total number of coconut -

trees in MADRAS CITY.

2. Make MADRAS CITY Green with ccconut
palms.

3. Increasing the total food productivity in the
' city. '

4. Utilising as much of protected land as possi-
ble for coconut caltivation.

»

5. Channelsingstudents and other youth Groups %

like N. S. S. into this creative effort of lasting
nature.

6. Creating permanent assets for the society.

7. To assist and advise members in developing
their gardens and supply of seeds plants,
manures, etc.,

8. To hold competition to encourage horticul-
ture and coconut development.

9. To conduct seminars, symposiums,. group
discussion and disseminate information on
coconut development.

10. To undertake all®other activities not repug-
nant to the object and rules of the society.

In pursuance of the above objects, a series of
functions were arranged to popularise coconut
planting. The Society was inaugurated on 19th
March 1982 by Hon’ble Minister for Finance, _
Thiru V. R. Nedunchezhian under the_Presxdcgt-,ﬁ
ship of Hon’ble Minister for Education, Thirug
C. Aranganayagam. The Director of Horticul- "
$ure, Director of Oil seeds, N. S. S. Co-ordinator

ave participated in the function. To mark the -
inauguration of the Society, 25 Coconut seedlings. .
planted in the Presidency Girls’ Higher Secom-




Gowvernment

Museuim
MADRAS-600008.

Acquisition of art objects

The Art Purchase Committee for the Government Museum, and National Art Gallery
will meet at 11-00 A.M. on 9th July 1982 at the Centenary Exhibition Hall
of the Museum for considering the acquisition of the following categories of art

objects through purchases.

Category: 1

Antique art objects of the following types:

Indian stone sculptures; textiles; Tanjore paintings on wood, glass,
ivory, mica, paper. wooden sculptures; temple paraphernelia such as VAHANAS
and temple hangings; folk and tribal art objects; Indian coins and

copper plate grants.

Category: 2
Contemporary works of arts: Sculptures, paintings etc.

Persons desirous of offering art objects, under both categories may write

before 1-7-1982 to the ** Secretary Art Purchase Committee”* for

Government Museum and National Art Galler;, Madras-600 008

enclosing a detailed itemwise list, including the minimum price acceptable,
and may present the object personally before the committee on 9-7-1982.

The unselected objects have to be'télken away by the concerned parties

on the same day after the meeting is over. In the case of art objects under

category II, not more than two works of an artist may be offered.

“HNote : In the case of contemporary works of art, only these which are framed
properly will be accepted. :

Director of THuseum,
Government Museum, Madras-8

DIPR No. 28648/82-2/APRC
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