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I am greatly honoured by the invi-
tation to inaugurate the Fifth World
’l"amil Conference. Of the four ear-
lier conferences three were held in
countries outside India. This fact
alone brings out forcefully the inter-
_ national character of the Tamil
Coriference. Madurai is happy that
it has the good fortune to play the
host for the fifth conference, I
extend a warm welcome to all the
delegates who have assembled here,

in particular, delegates who have
come from abroad.

Friends,

. There has been much scholarly
; * research on the origins and antiquity
-of Tamil language. This research
will go on a for a considerable length
of time. The research will not be
all of a severely academic nature.
It has some practical implications.
: Lgnguage 1s very much bound up
2. with the culture of a country. The
v, depth of a culture is partly measured
w7 byits age and the succession of ex-
i periences it goes through in the course
;.. of its evolution  An erudite scholar
. has observed that “at least two out
/- . of three of the world’s earliest civili-
:. - sations turn out to be connected with
¢+ people who spoke Dravidian langu-
ages”. Tamilhas been widely regar-
.+, ded as possibly the earliest cultivated
and most highly developed of the
- Dravidian languages. Tolkappiyam
earlig aiit_reord of Tamil
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D ITS CULTURE

A grammatical treatise may be dry
feading; but when we come to
Thirukkural, the ancient scripture
of the Tamil language and its people,
the greatness and beauty of Tamil
cultureis brought out in vivid colours.
So great is its catholicity that it is
clz_umegi alike by the followers of
Hinduism, Jainism and Buddhism.
It teaches universal humanism. A
keen student of ethical and religious
thought Dr. Albert Schweitzer, says
“there hardly exists in the literature
of the world a colle:tion of maxims
in which we find so much lofty ideali-
sm”, Another forcign scholar has
described it as one  of the highest
and purest expressions of human
thought. How modern and how
catholic Thirukkural rings when it
says: “All men are born equal. The
differences among them are entirely
due to occupations.”

Thirukkural could not have sprung
up from nowhere or from the head of
.one exalted individual independent
of his surroundings and the culture
n which he was brought up. The
book reveals not only its own great-
ness but also the greatness of the
culture of which in the field of litcra-
ture it was its highest product.

The Tamil language and the culture
associated with it grew in many ways
as century followed century and

many new challenges emerged and
L ———— R Ay
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new situations arose to which it
gaveits fitting response.  The humen
mind, human emotions and spirit
expressed themselves in 2 multitude
of ways and enriched the language
and its literature. There were times
when Tamil literature was la(gely
secular but there were other times
when religion and spirituality left
their deep impress on it and forr_ﬁ:‘d
the basic approach to reality. ] ie.
religious and philosophical tren hn
Tarmil literature continued upto the
last century. Therc were many reno-
owned saints whose scrvice to Tamil
literature was next only to their
service to religion.  There were
many schools of ethical and religious
thought which rcvealed the breadth
and depth of the Tamnli_ar} spirit.
The great contribution Jainism _a_nd
Buddhism have made to Tamilian
thought and the development of the
Tamilian language is well known.
Sanskrit was, of course a fertile
source of strength and inspiration.
At a later period came Islam which
made its own impact and contributed
to the growth of Tamilian literature
and added a new element in its social
and religious thought. Chjnsplan}ry
came last making its own distinctive
contribution and bringing with 1t
the beginnings of the modern period.

Adventures of the mind and
spirit were not confined to art and
literature. The Tamil part of India
had wide contacts with several coun-
tries of the world. There was much
shipping activity and foreign trade

. which greatly served to widen its

outlook and add to its material riches.

The Sang'm classig Pattinappal:\i“‘

his patriotic outpourings
' ‘visiorr:a of new India to be shaped by

:o‘!
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describes Kavirippumpattinam flou-
rishing in internal and external trade.
The imports and exports in that city
port are recorded thus:

“The horses that came across the
sea
The pepper that came through
land
Gold and Gems from the norihern
mountaing
Sandal and Akil from the Western
) ghats,
Pezrls of the South seas, coral of
the eastern sea
Products of Ganges and those of
Kaviri
Foods from Ceylon and goods
from Burma

Rare and great in abundance
gather
And luxuriantly mix in its market
strcets””
We come across many references
to Tamils and their culture in the
writingsand travelogues of foreigners,
These substantiatc the references in
Tamil literature to the commerce of
Tamilakam with the western count-
ries and Graceo-Roman world.These
are also corroborated by the desciip-
tion provided by the Greck and
Roman writers and geographers of
the ist and 2nd centuries A.D. Stiabo
says in 25 B.C. that he saw about 120
ships sailing from Hormus to India.
Strabo also spcaks of two Pandiyan
embassies to the Court of Emperor
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infect him with a sense of values.
Against the background of this rich
cultural heritage, it is no wonder if
the study of Tamil literature has
aroused the active interest of the in-
ternational academic fraternity, Al-
most all the major countries of the
world have, in their academic insti-
tutions, departments of Tamil studies
at different levels.

The School of Oriental and Afii-
can Studies in the University of Lon-
don has made valuable contributions
to Tamil through many distinguished
scholars like Dr. John,R.Marr and
R.E. Asher.

Tamil studies had a hey-day in
Oxford during the tenure of Dr.G.U.
Pope. In this university under Pro-
fessor Burrow, a number of students
have taken their Doctorates. Also
there are facilities for research in
Tamil in Cambridge, Birmingham,
Manchester and Edinborough Uni-
versities in the United Kingdom.

In the Soviet Union, many insti-
tutions and Universities offer courses
in Tamil Studies. Leningrad Univer-
sity and the Moscow Institute of
Orientalists offer facilities for courses
in Tamil language and literature.
Andronov's “Colloquial Tamil and
its Dialects™ is a pionecring work in
Tamil dialect study. A Russian-Tamil
Dictionary was compiled by him
and his students,
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In the United States, the Uni~

versities of Pennsylvania, California,

Chicago, Washington, Cornel
and Hawaii, among others, offer op-
portunitics for learning Tamil lang-
uage and literature and doing re-
search in them. Dr. George Hart,
Fichman and Emeneau, have done
exemplary service to Tamil in that
country.

In France, the Eole Nationale
des langues orientals  introduced
Tamil tenching as early as 1868. The
French School of Far Eastern Stu-
dies, founded in 1900, h~s been con-
centrating on Dravidian Studies.

Other than these, Germany,
Holland, Poland, etc., and many
Universities in Sri Lanka and Malay-
sia are making significant contribu-
tions to Tamil Studies.

All this should make us both
proud and humble, proud for ob-
vious reasons but it is good if we
kecp our piide within right limits and
let it be vsed for wider ends. It was
Gandhiji who first, in this modern
peviod, laid great'stress on the deve-
lopment of our mothei-tongues and
regional languages and their fullest
possible use for all our work in the
vacied ficlds of life. It was natural
that our stiuggle for freedom gave
the study of Tamil a grcat impetus.
There were other soucces of en-

Augustus.

The advent of British rule and
forcign influences intcoduced new
literary forms and patteras  like
novel, short story, essay, travelogue
and biography which gradually as-
sumed great impoitance. The strug-
gle for independence brought in its
wake literary resuvgence in Indian
languages. Poet Subramanya
Bharathi who tuned patiiotism to
music and poetry, roused the masses
aud inspived them with his patiiotic
fervour. Bharathi was the pioneer of
the movement which frced the Tamil
language from the bondage of scho-
lars and pundits, and brought it
within the reach of the common
man. Bharathi’s poems were ins-
pived Ly patriotism. Bharathi richly
deserves the tribute of being hsiled
as the poet of Nava Bharath. Behind
was a

a social and economigc. revolution.
Bharathi’s traditions have been car-
ried forward by a host of modern
writers who have widened the base
of Tamil and enlacged its appeal to
the common man. The works of late
Dr.M. Varadarajan whilst they reveal
profound scholarship, also make an

~ appeal tothe common men -nd

DECORATIVE ARCHES

Five archways built on fi
approach roads to the city stand as
imposing memorials to the great-
ness of Tamilnadu,

The Pandyan Thoranavayil at
the Aruppukottai road was declared
open by Thiru S. K. Balakrishnan,
Mayor of Madurai. Thiru Andi
Thevar, M. L. A. presided.

The Cheran Thoranavayil near
Pasumalai at the Madurai-Tiru-
mangalam road, was inaugurated
by Thiru K. A. P. Viswanathan.
Thiru M. A. Muthiah Chettiar
presided. ‘

The Nakeefar Thoranavayil was
declared open by Tmt. Sathiyavani
Muthu M. P, under the presiden-
ship of Thiru T. P. M. Periaswamy,
Secretary Tamil Sangam, Madurai,

The Cholan Thoranavayil was

Tamil after India became fice. That
the Tamil language and culture has,
down the centuries, travelled ab_road
to several parts of the world is an
additional source of inspiration.
With all these advantages, 2 main
source of strength lies in the fact that
Tamil besides being sweet is a vital
language, flexible, expressive_ and
capable of growth and expansion.
There is a vast explosion of
knowledge in the world of today and
new aits and sciences arc all the time
springing up. To absorb all this new
thought and new knowledge, Tamil

couragement and devclopment of
v:'

influx of new words and new ideas.
It is thus that a  language grows

to human thought. It is very right
and proper that this Fifth World

inaugurated at Ramanathapuram
Road by Thiru N. Mahalingam.
Thiru M. Bhaktavatsalam, former
Chief Minister of Tamilnadu
presided.

The Angayarkanni Thorana-
vayil at Thenni road was declared
open by Thirumuruga Kripananda
Variar. Tmt. Soundara Kailasam
presided.

Tamil Conference is allowing itself
to be guided by the spirit of the an-

I'do humbly feel, whilst preserving its -
own distinctive characteristics, has .
to throw its doors wide open for the

and embraces in its scope the totality -

cient Sangam poet who said that ‘the -



eHearty, .
&z:fthgs

.. epubbc‘Day

On January 26, 1950 the people of India laid the foundation
of a Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic Republic.
In the past 31 years we have many achievements to our credit.

We have

Set up democracy on a strang foundation;

Overcome chronic food shortages;

Emergsd as one of the most industrialised countriesy,
Risen to be a top ranker in Science and Technology;
Fought off successfully three external aggressions

And our voice counts in international forums.
"

Yet much more has to be achieved for securing complete social justic
to all and raising the standard of living of the people.

This can be done only through' strong bonds of national unity.
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Consolidate National Integration And Strengthen
Secular Forces For Progress And Security
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The Chief Minister Thiru M. G.
Ramachandran, presiding over the
inauguration of the Fifth World
Tamil Conference announced that a
World Tamil Sangam would be
soon established at Madurai.

The Chief Minister said the
purpose of the World Tamil Sangam
would be to establish rapport among
the Tamil speaking population all
over the world and also to explore
ways and means of enriching the
Tamil language. Scholars and intel-
lectuals in Tamil would be consulted
about the World Sangam and the
Government would look after the
administration of the Sangam,
whose aim would also be to let the
world know the pristine glory and
the rich literary heritage of the

" language. The co-operation of all

people connected with the language
and culture would be enlisted for
the purpose.

The Chief Minister also said
that on September 15 of every year,
during the occasion of Anna’s
birthday celebrations would be con-
ducted to bring about a liason
between the Tamil-speaking popu-
lation in all parts of the globe.
He emphatically said the present
conference had no political moorings
and political overtones at all.
There just could not be any political
controversy about the conference.
The conference was entirely devoted
to the propagation and exploring
the many labyrinths of the language.
*“If we talk about any regime, the
purpose of the conference will -be
defeated ”’, he added.

Thiru Ramachandran also made
a strong plea for the invention of a
kind of Tamil that would be entwin-
ed with the masses life ** The Tamil
that is spoken and written by a
common worker should be akin to
that of the Tamil that is being spoken
from a literary platform. Efforts
should be made in this direction.”
he said. * This Tamil should be

casily understandable by the toiling

masses. And this Tamil should
have both grammar and rich lite-
rature.”” he added. The world
Tamil Sangam. to be established
could give protection to that kind
of Tamil that would be enmeshed
with our lives ’, he also said.

Referring to the several pleas
made by man; speakers during the
i ion for the acceptance of
foreign words in Tamil and also
for the introduction of letters like
“z* and “f” in Tamil, Thiru
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Ramachandran said any reform in a
language should aim at the reduc-
tion in the number of letters in a°
language. He said the addition
of letters to a language would result
in confusion and be a burden to the
learners. He requested the dele-
gates to discuss this and give their
suggestions.

The Chief Minister also said j
efforts  would be taken to
implement tH¥ use of Tamil in
courts in full measure. He appealed
to the people to make it a point to
use Tamil in all their avocations.

Referring to some remarks
made by Thiru Amirthalingam, Sri
Lanka Opposition Leader about the
troubles they had in conducting the
world conference in the past in
Sri Lanka, Thiru Ramachandran
made it clear that one could not
interfere in the regime of another
country but help would be given
for the propagation of Tamil.
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EXCERPTS FROM SPEECH
OF CHIEF MINISTER.
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MIRROR OF LONG,

SPLENDID HISTORY |

O€ TAMILNADY

THE CHIEF MINISTER OF KARNATAKA THIRU R. GUNDURAO

“Friends of Tamil Nadu and distin-
guished writers of Tamil,

1 am exceedingly happy to be
here today and to open this Exhibi-
tion organized in connection with
the Fifth World Tamil Conference.
On behalf of the people of Karnataka
I convey cordial greetings to the
people of Tamil Nadu and to writers
in Tamil Language. There are spea-
kers and writers of Tamil from diffe-
rent parts of the world here. About
twentvfive percent of the population
in Sri Lanka speaks Tamil. Tamil
is the third language in Malaya.
There are thousands of speakers of
Tamil in South Africa and other coun-
tries. I convey my greetings to all
the friends who have come here from
abroad and the speakers of Tamil
outside the country who have not
been able to be here with us physi-
cally. I know their hearts are here.

Tamil and Kannada are closely
related and the people of Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka have lived in friends-
ship and co-operation for thousands
of years. Tamil is one of the Dravidi-
dian languages and this is probably
the oldest. Kannada is the second
oldest Dravidian language. Tamil
literature hasa longand great history.
Its history stretches over more than
two thousards years. It has a lite-

‘rature rich in quality. Some of the
most distinguished writers of India
come from Tamil Nadu. We, in
Karnataka, are familiar with the
work of some of the giants of Tamil
literature. Who has not heard of
Thirukkural? It has been translated
into several languages outside India.
It belongs to the Wisdom Literature

_of the world. Shilappadikaram has
been translaied into Kannada. Xan-
nagi is a wellknown figure to Kan-
nada readers and has won their ad-

claimed a patriotic singer like Sri
Subramanya Bharati. He was a
revolutionary poet. His songs stirred
the hearts and inspired the Indians
when they were sunk in slavery. In
more recent times, Rajaji has come
to be revered both as a statesman
and as a writer. I may recall here
that Rajaji  translated some
stories of our great Kannada writer
Masti Venkatesh Iyengar. Furtu-
nately in recent years great works in
Indian languages are being trans-
lated .So we have come to share the
literary gems of Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka.

In fact, Tamil Nadu,Karnataka
share a glorious cultural heritage.
Literature is only a part of this magni
ficent heritage. Shri Purandara Dasa
of Karnataka has been regarded as
the father of the Karnatak Music.
But both Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
have bestowed the most affectionate
patronage on Karnatak Music. Some
of the greatest musicians of South
India belongs to these two States.
They have delighted millions of
lovers of music in Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka. The Dravida style of
architecture has flourished in both

these States. Pilgrims visit Rames-

waram and Kanyakumari, Madurai
and Tanjore and Kanchipuram and
Annamalai in Tamil Nadu and Sri-
rangapattans, Sringeri and Udupi
in Karnataka. The temples are quite
often of the same style. In recent
times the people of the two States
have fought together for the freedom
of the country. Leaders in these two
States frequently toured these areas
and were equally wellknown in the
two States. Rajaji, of whom Tamil
Nadu is justly proud, graduated
from Central College in Bangalore.
Sir C.V. Raman, a distinguished
son of Tamil Nadu, came over to

miration. The great Shaiva devotees Banoal d d
and the Alvars are remembered with thar;gla;eosr;.m\t\l:oaga:;a ;lc::; w?tr]? l:,s

- reverence in all parts of India. Their , Karnataka.

. devotional songs have been trans-

-lated into other languages. Kamba- I have mentioned only some in-
“Ramayanam is wellknown like the stances to recall the history and the
. Tulasidass Ramayana in Hindi and traditions that we share, The river
" Kumara Vyasa Bharata in Kannada. Cauvery born in Karnataka flows
In more recent times all India has into Tamil Nadu. There are differ-

e

ences of opinion about the use of
these waters. But, both of us-the
people of Karnatak and the people
of Tamil Nadu-are the children of
this river. In times of difficulty and
crises these two States have shared
food and electricity. I am, therefore,
glad to be herewith you today, it
is a great day for Tamil Nadu. I
share in your cxcitement and in
your joy.

Language is 2 precious asset of
the people. It is a store-house of the
people’s knowledge. It is 2 mine of
the people’s culture. It is a part of
their life-a very very precious part.
It is a sweet force which binds people
together. It is a link between the past
and the present. The people of Tamil
Nadu are rightly proud of their
language and their literature. I am
sure this Exhibition reflects the great-
ness and the glory of Tamil Nadu. I
amsure it holds the mirror of thelong
and splendid histovy of Tamil Nad
and its people. I have no doubt it
will be both a store-house of know-
ledge and a thrilling and inspiring
experience. I congratulate the organi-
Zers on the devotion with which
they have. got up this Exhibition.
I am confident lakhs of people will
flock toit. I have no doubt the organi-
zers will be fully rewarded. I deem
1t a privilege to open this rich exhi-
bition. Friends, once again I offer
you cordial greetings on behalf of
the Government and the people of
Karnataka. We hope to have a World
Kannada Conference soon. I am
sure representatives of Tamil #md
Tamil Nadu will give us the joy and
their company. Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu have long and glorious
histories. They have much in common
and they have lived in friend-
ship and co-operation. We have to
march onward hand in hand as
citizens of a great and glorious
country. I am sure with co-operation
and understanding we can solve all
problems and we can welcome the
future with a bright and confident
smile.

.~ Thanking you Vanakkam.
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Conceived as a major project
forming part of the V World Tamil

Conference, the exhibition was
designed to depict the glorious tra-
dition of Tamil culture, civilization,
language and literature.

At the very entrance one is tra-
ditionally greeted by three magni-
ficent archways which are proof
of the architectural, and aesthetic
excellence of the Pandya, Chera and
Chola kingdoms.

The Cholan archway with the
figure of two tigers - the symbol of
the Chola dynasty embossed on
the sides in symmetrical fashion
greets the visitors entering the ex-
hibition grounds. ‘

The Cheran archway with an
imposing structure of the bow and
ariow, the Cheran dynasty symbol
bisecting the entrance, and the Pand-
yan archway with two figures of
fish, the Pandya symbol greet the
visitors.

Various Government depart-
ments which have put up pavilions
vie with onc another to depict most
attractively the growth and deve-
lopment of Tamil culture and civili-
zation by various literary works in
Tamil.

Typfying this uniqueness is the
pavilion put up by the Department
of Hindu Rehgious and chacitable
endowments, with its three imposing
gopurams at the entrance. ‘

Various forms of Hindu Reli-
gious worship and changing forms
of temple architecture, as adduced
by famous Tamil literary works
like Silappathikaram, Thirumuru-
gatruppadai and Manimekalai have
been portrayed through attractive
models.

The gopuram at the frontage
has a carved figure of Goddess
Mecnakshi. The other two gopurams
are designed on Vaishnavite and
saivite models. The three gopurams

will form a permanent feature of the
swami  Sankaradas Auditcrium.
Jewels from five famous temples have
also been displayed.

The Tamil Development De-
partment has designed a brilliant
model portraying the five Tamil
lands Kurunji, Palai, Mullai, Maru-
tham and Neidhal in natural settings.

There is a sound and light
feature in almost all the pavilions.

of archaeology has been erected in
the most imaginative manner, in the
form of a fort guarded by warriors

on horse-back and surrourded by a
moat. A number of invaluable
artifacts excavated recently by the
department have been kept on dis-

play.

A skeleton which was found as a

The pavilion of the department - 2150 disolayed

The cultural heritage of the
Tamils and the administrative prac-

 tices of the ancient Tamil kings have

been depicted through colourful

models, quoting the evidence avail-

able in Tamil literary works such as

“Purananooiu”. An attractive gad-

get spotlights certain words in foreign

!f_mgqlages which have their roots in
amil,

The Forest Department has ex-
hibited an array of photographs of
natural scenery, describing the spirit
and subtle meanings of excerpts from
Tamil poetry. This is set against a
background of bamboo stems.

Materials discovered in excava-
tion in the ancient historical sites of
Uraiyur, Azhagiri and Kanchi are
on show. Artifacts and photo en-
largements showing Roman ampho-
rac or drinking vessels imported
from Italy in the early centuries of
the Christian era, ring wells, bricks
of large sizes are displayed. Pottery
with ancient Tamil inscriptions are

heap in an urn dug out of Kovalan} 4

Pottal in Madurai is on display.
The skeleton is that of a man—a

citizen of Madurai who might}

have lived 2,000 years ago.

The newly discovered cave:

paintings in Nallapadi in Dharma-

puri district, said to be the earliest

paintings in Tamilnadu and belong-
ing to the Neolithic and stone ages
are in display.

The pavilion of the Tourism
Department has a geographic model
of Tamil Nadu pinpointing its various
landmarks. It has also improvised

models of seven tourist attractions.

Vivekananda Rock Memorial, Tiru-
chitrambalam temple, Poompuhar,
Mamallapuram temple, Mudumalai
Forest Reserve, Meenakshi temple
and Rameswaram temple incorpora-
ting the sound and light feature.

o

The P.W.D. pavilion has dis-
played models showing various stages
in the development of the dam irri-
gation system in Tamil Nadu right
upto the Periyar-Vaigai system.

, e The exhibition venue, in all its '

. The Madurai-Kamaraj Univer- jlluminated splendour, provides a *
sity has on display a Tamil book en- grand spectacle of a mini-town abo-.
titltd “Guna Muraimaigalin Villa- ynding in temples and sculptural -
kam” published in 1781. Through its marvels and depicting the historic t.
various exhibits, the university elicits traditions culture, language and litps '
the universal appeal of the Tamil rature of the Tamils. ]
laguage and its influence on other ‘ ‘
languages of the world.




1 am very happy to participate
in this function connected with the
Fifth World Tamil Conference.
When your dear Chief Minister
Makkalthilakam Thiru M. G.
Ramachandran invited me to attend
this Conference, I had to accept it
because of the very close and cordial
relations that we maintain with
each other. Besides, Kerala and
Tamilnadu are adjoining states and
we have many common problems
to face. Above all, there is the
historical fact of centuries of inti-
mate association that we two peo-
ples have. In fact, our language
Malayalam is a sister language of
Tamil. It is on record that the
present Kerala was once part of
Tamilnadu and that the main lang-
nage of Kerala was Tamil. This
close linguistic and cultural affinity
is a thing which we two peoples
can never forget. Tamil is a very
rich language with a very ancient
and glorious cultural heritage. It
is this great cultural heritage of the
Tamil people that marks them out
as one of the most ancient people
inhabiting the Indian sub-continent.

There are in fact many theories
regarding the genesis of Tamil and
the Dravidian languages. There are
also many theories regarding the
land inhabited by the Tamil people.
Of these, the theory of the continent
of Lemuria denotes the most ancient
heritage. The present film which 1
am going to inaugurate deals with
this theory. According to it, in the
pre-historic era, the land of the
Tamil people extended and spread
across the present-day Sri Lanka
and part of the Indian ocean upto

Africa. Some of the languages

, Kumarikendam
Tamitl kooryv Naltv/ekeam

spoken by certain African people
have many things in common with
the Tamil language. So also, there
are certain customs among certain
African peoples which are akin to
that of the Tamils. According to
this theory, most of this land mass
got submerged into the ocean during
a period of violent volcanic erup-
tions. Of course, there is a school
of thought which maintains that
there is no scientific evidence to
prove this theory. But this concept
of the continent of Lemuria is wide-
spread among the Tamil people.
There are also different views re-
garding the extent of the Jand mass
called Lemuria.

. “Tamil Kooru Nallulakam "
is specifically mentioned in the
preference to Tolkappiyam. This
noteworthy treatise on Tamil gram-
mar has been assigned to the Third
century B. C. This being a book
of an advanced type, it goes without
saying that Tamil language, the
Tamil people and Kumari Kandam,
the land of the Tamil is much older.
In * Periplus ”* Kumari is described
as a Penninsula, a port and as a
place of pilgrimage. In Chilapathi-
karam, the ancient epic of the
Cheras, there is specific reference to
the vast land mass south of Kumari
which got submerged in the sea.
No body can miss Illanko Adikal’s
reference to :

* Pahruliyattudan Panmalai
_ Adukkathu,
Kumarikkodum Kodumkadal
Kolla.”

The great commentator of
* Chilappathikaram ”  Adiyaikku

Thiru E.K. NAYANAR,
Chief Minister of Kerala

Nallar has described in detail the
areas which got submerged in the
sea. The Sangham work “Kali-
thokai ’’ also refers (0 the existence
of a land mass south of Kumari
which got submerged in the sca
due to volcanic action.

So, from all evidence, it is an
undisputed fact that tke Tamil
language and the Tamjl culture is
one of the oldest of all cultures in
the world. It is now accepted on
all hands that the Dravidian langu-
ages were not confined to South
India as now. One theory is that
Dravidian languages have been ,
widespread in northern India as
well.  Certain tribal languages
spoken even today in Kashmir and
in Baluchisthan have certain com-
mon features with Dravidian lang-
uages. Certain features of the Dravi-
dian are also found in the Rigveda,
the earliest Indo-Aryan literature.
It is also believed that in Mohanjo-
daro, which marks the high-peak
of Indus-valley civilization, the lang-
uage spoken was a kind of Proto-
Dravidian. It has been established
that certain inscriptions in the
Mesapotamean valley revealed the
Tamil connection. In the Vedas
also, there are references about
Tamils and their trade with North
India and the countries beyond.
There has been reports recently in
the Press that the inscriptions on
the Pyramids of Egypt have close
links with Tamil. Tamil is recogni-
sed as one of the national languages
in Sri Lanka and Singapore. Itisan
accepted fact that Tamil is a more
ancient language than Sanskrit and
that this literatureisrich and varied.
In the circumstances, it is only in the

¢

PP AR DRI TR

fitness of things that the organisers -ous tribes and eniérging nationalities -+ various‘parts of

of this great conference took care
to remember and reconstruct the
glowing memories of -a glorious
past and to present to us the great
story of a great people and their rich
civilization in the form of a film

‘ so that all of us could see it with

our own eyes.

Of the ancient Tamil literature,
some are a common heritage to us
both Malayalees and' Tamils.
¢ Chilapathikaram ’ as you are aware
is one of the greatest epics in Tamil
literature. This was written around
200 A. D. by Prince Ilanko belong-
ing to the Chera dynasty whose
kingdom included part of to-day’s
Kerala. The story of “KANNAKI”
and “ KOVALAN” was narrated
to Prince llanko and King Chen-
kuttuva when they were on a tour
on the banks of river Periyar.
Ilango Adigal wrote this great epic
on the basis of this narration.
This historic city cf Madurai where
we are meeting now and the river
Vaiga that flow by it, are the places
where the last scenes of this great
epic took place. Later, the Chera
king Chenkutiuva mace an idol of;
Kennaki and enchrired it in a
temple at Kcdurgalloor in Kerala.
That temple is 1cday worshipred as
Sreekarumta Bhagavathi temple. I
am aware that the story of Kannaki
is a houschold story among the
Tamil people and it is a story which
binds us Malayalees and Tamils,
together. The great names of the
Bhakti poets, tte great kings Cherz-
maan Perumal and Kulasekera
Alwar, live eveifresh in our memory.
The author of the fi-st Tamil drama
* Manonmaniam ** Prof. Sundaram
Pillai belongs to Alleppey in Kerala.
Thus throughout the past, in the
field of grammar, in the field of
epics, in the field of drama, in the
life of the people, there is a thread
of common heritage. The place-
names, the festivals, the description
of nature in Sangham Literature—
all bear the stamp of the area now
Kerala. Thus the Malayalees and

have grown and developed into full-
fledged languages. In this process,
certain already developed languages
have decayed and died. That is
how we find that Sanskrit, the once
powerful language of India, is a
dead language today. So was the
fate of Latin the once flourishing
language of Europe.

VIVID PICTURE OF LEMURIA

A vivid presentation of Lemuria
or Kumarikandam, which some old |
Tamil traditions hold was a lost
continent to the south of the present
India, where the first two Tamil
Sangams, located in Tenmadurai and
Kapatapuramflourished, was provid-
ed in a film Kumarikandam.
The film is a flash back to a glorious,
civilisation.

The film, made in colour depicts
a striking, cataclysmic, event. Acons
ago nature made the continents.
They were all united together. But
tremendous physical charges sepa-
rated them, leaving a kind of pendant
to what is now India, almost linking
the sub-continent with Africa. This
was Lemuria.

The first Tamil Sangam func-
tioned in Tenmadurai on the banks
of the river Pahnilli running across

Lemuria, South of the Indian sub-

1 vty of India and the world.
This quality of inculcating the best
of other culture and living in har-
mony with other people is a common
trait of the Tamils and Malayalees.
In keeping with this noble tradition,
Kerala has been enthusiastic to-give
all encourangement to Tamil. We
have .a large number of Tamil-
medium schools as well as schools
where Tamil is taught as a second
language. Tamil is an optional

versity has developed into a major
department which provides facilities,
for Post-graduate studies and re-

|development of Tamil studies. Be-

sides our Calicut University too is
conducting courses in Tamil upto
st-graduation.

Thus from the ancient past to
the present day, there is 8 common-
bond that binds the Tamil and
Malayalee peoples. Today, this is
also reflected in our common ap-
proach to matters of federalism,
democracy, social welfare, educa-
tion and many other fields of econo-
mic, political and social activity.

continent. The Pandya ruled benefi-
cently and like a patriarch. He
was a great patron of Tamil. But
nature destroyed his land in course
of time. The second Sangam was
establishied on the luscious banks o
Kavatapuram. It too waxed glo-
riously until it fell victim to the fury
of the Ocean and with it was destroy-
ed the glory that was Kumari
Kandam.

The most striking part of the
film depicted the Pandyas rescui
of the classical poems that he co
and bringing . them to Madurai,
suffering indescribable hardships.
The last dramagic scene g;ﬂcts him

placing the gecious bu

at thel .

This broad common harmony in
outlook is in keeping with our
common heritage. This bond of
friendship between we two

is unbreakable, as we both are bound
to all other peoples of India through
innumerable bonds of common ties.
And Malayalam being a sister {0
Tamil, 1 need not tell Tamil what its

:fduty is towards its sister. I am

sure that Tamil will always stand
by its sister. And as a member of
the great Tamil family, let me recite
Thirukkural by way of conclusion :

“Keda aa vazhivantha keenmaiyar
Keenmai

the Tamils have been growing upi| feet of the Goddess of Tamil. Vidaaar vizhaiyum Ulaku ",
together. It was only with the ‘ N
development of the Malayalam I thank your Chief Minister

Janguage through a particular bisto-
rical process of growth that the
people west of the ghats ultimately
develo as a distinct nationality.

Viewing the entire development
of the various peoples that inhabit
the world, we find a similar process

.of growth and development regard-

ing many languages and peoples.
India itself is a witness to this great
transformation. Through years of
historical process, various dialects
and mother-tongues spoken by vari-

In this connection, I may point
out that rich culture that Tamil has
imbibed through ages is against
narrow sectarian walls that divide
people, as well as against narrow
national chauvinism. The great
poet of ‘Purananooru”, Kanniyen
Poonkuthanar had sung *’ Yathum
Oore Yavarum Kelir”. We, the
Malayalees also have imbibed this
great culture. And that is why
today you find Tamils and Malaya-
lees making their homes in the

Makkalthilakam M. G. Rama -
chandran for having invited me to
this great function. After all, itisa
family function. And I thenk you
all for the patient hearing you have
given me. .

With these words, I inaugurate.
the film depicting therich past of the
Tamil people. - :

k you, Thask you all once:

™
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Hon’ble Chief Minister, distinguished
Chairman, learned delegates, ladies
and gentlemen,

At the outset, let me thank the
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu for giving me this rare pri-
vilege and honour of associating
myself with the Fifth World Tamil
Conference —a landmerk in the cul-
tural renaissance of the South. On
this historic occasion I would like
to convey the fraternal greetings and
good wishes of fifty milli>n Telugus
to the gracious people of Tamil Nadu
in general and Fifth World Tamil
Conference in particular.

Pioneering Spirit

We have been following with
real admiration your exertions to
bring together the Tamils from diffe-
rent parts of the world to a common
platform and exchange views on the
fast changing scenario on the socio
cultural plane over the years. The
First International Conference on
Tamil, it willbe recalled, was held in
April, 1966 in Kuala Lampur, Mala-
sia. Two years later in J:nuary,1968
the then Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu, Arignar Anna of revered
memory organised the Second Inter-
national Tamil Conference at Mad~
rasamid scenes of unprecedented en-
thusiasm. It was this conference that
put forward the proposal to establish
an International Institute of Tamil
Studies. One recalls with pleasure
that the venue of the Third Inter-
national Tamil Conference was Peris
on the continent. Meeting in July,
1970, the Paris conference emerged
as a symbol of the pioneering spirit
of a great people in the East to give
eercssions to their yearnings on the
cultural plane in the West,

| LEGACY OF

ENDURING

Worthy of Emulation

Perhaps, it was but fitting that
their cultural evolution should blos-
som in a great and historic city which
on more than one occasion down
the centuries changed the course
of thehistory of mankind. In January
1974, Sri Lanka hosted the Fourth
International Tamil Conference that

turned out to be a literary treat to

the scholars from Tamil Nadu and
Sri Lanka. Today, the Fifth World
Tamil Conference is meeting at
Madurai in the heart of Tamil Nadu,
making & milestone in the renaissance
of the Tamils. We are proud nay even
envious of your sustained efforts to
foster your cultural growth on the
international plane with missionary
fervour. I look upon this as a most
admirable trait that is worthy of
emulation,

Fuller Growth of Literatare

As I stand here I should say I
feel thrilled; I fecl inspived by what
I see and hear around me. The mag-
nificence of spectacle, the cultural
pageantry and the intellectual effu-
sion around me are all bound to
make an enduring impact on the
present as wcll as the rising genera-
tion in this past of the country.Festi-
vities apart, an occasion like this
offers a unique oppoitunity for in-
tellectual interaction between various
schools of thought in your literature
and history, culture and customs. In
ultimate analysis, this promotes a
appreciation of the mainstream of
our common heritage anunderstand-
ing and appreciation that is necessary
for the fuller growth of our contems
porary literature in particular.

IMPACT

ANJIAH,
Chief Minister, Andhra Pradesh.

Legacy of Enduring Impact

I also believe that an occasion
like this provides a meeting 'ground
of main linguistic denominations, of
course, in a limited way who may
converge on the scene to enjoy the
spectacle and festivitics. They under-
stand one another and in due course
love oneanothecthus paving the way
for concord and harmony so very
necessacy for national integration.
In this context I would like to refer
to an important aspect. What counts
an occasion likc this may not
the intellectual cflusions thrown up
by the events no: the union of hearts
brought about among various linguis-
tic denominations. The impact they
leave behind is more important as
well as significant. We in Andhra
Pradesh still cherish the memory
of the First World Telugu Confe-
rence in 1975 and its enduring
impact on us. As such, we look for-
ward to the Second World Telugu
Conference that is slated to meet at
Kaula Lampur, Malaysia in April
this year. :

Blossomed into their Choicest

The Tamils and thc.Tclugus as
you are aware are an ancient people.
Their history, their cultures and
their languages are as unique as ghe_v
are ancient. They are intertwinéd
and intermingled because they ail
blossomed into their choicest on the
banks of the Krishna and the Cauvery
in the same region—the sun kissed
South. While the Tamils are proud
of their contribution to the develop-
ment of Telugus’ cultural history,

the Telugus are equally proud of |
their part in the progress of Tamil
Nadu. Here one recalls with pleasure

the monumental work done by the %

Nayaks of Madurai in this part of §
the country. Again, while the creative }

enthusiasm and the meaningful ex-

perimentation in arts almost faded |

away in Andhra Pradesh during the
post-Krishna Deva Raya period it,
was Tamil Nadu that extended its
pationage for the development of
Telugu arts . For instance, the Yak-
shagana, the Pada Kavita, the prose
literature and several other literary
forms flourished here. The large
hearted rulers of Madurai patro-
nised the art experimentation of
both the linguistic denominations

" with equal love and regard.

Symbol of Cultural Cohesion

Although many instances of
this nature could be cited here with
ease, my mind goes back to a unique
example—the shining example of
Saint Tyagaraja. He was born at
Tiruvarur in Tanjore district in the
heart of Tamil Nadu in 1763. As a
musicologist and composer he stands
on a pinnacle of eminence. In a
latger sense, he is a living symbol qf
cultural cohesion as well as linguistic
harmony, transcending a plethora
of batriers between man and man
in this country. On this occasion and
from the podium of the Fifth World
Tamil Conference 1 would venture
to hold aloft the supreme example
of Saint Tyagaraja to those who
indiscretely wallow in  linguistic
chauvinism and regional exclusivism
in many parts of India today.

B
Hearts Beat*l’n Unison

As I said eatlier the Tamils and
the Telugus have been living in one
state for centuries in the composite
Madras State till they separated
way back in 1953. After all, the sepa-
ration was but a political event and
it was brought about to enable the
telugus to re-shape their future ac-
cording to their genius in a separate
state of their own. I think beyond
this it had no other sigrificance; in
fact no other significance ought to
be attached to it. Even after the sepa-
ration,the hearts of two brothers con-
tinue to beat in unison. Indeed, we
arc one, sharing gieat opportunities
with a smile or facing formidable
chaffenges with a stout heart. We,
ageeed to share the Kvishna waters
with you to augment your diinking
water sources, forgeting for 2 mom-
ment the fact that Andhra Pradesh
is a drought prone area where every
drop is precious. Let us therefore

|
conunue to face together the op-
'portunities as well as challenges in
this spirit of concord and comrade-
ship. In other words, this is the mes-
sage I have brought today from
Andhra Pradesh to the people of
Tamil Nadu,

Soul of Tamil Culture

The venue of the conference

needs no elaboration. This great
and historic city is the soul of ancient
Tamil culture. In fact, I should say
that every stone here, every tree there
breathes history. The ~ towering
gopurams around me signify the up-
ward aspirations of man—his relént-
less quest for theelevation of his soul.
The passage of time has only deepe-
ned their ethos. It was also a great
seatof Tamilliterature and language.
The Sangam age flourished in this
city whose history spans nearly
two thousand years the most signi-
ficant one in the history of South
Indian languages. In the heyday
of its glory, Madurai was the centre
of international trade and commerce
in a limited sense. Rome is said to
have bought the spices, cloth .and
precious stones of Tamil Nadu on
such a largescale that Roman patriot
lamented the drain of foreign ex-
change! The harbours on both the
East and West coasts were full of
foreign sailors. Romans are said to
have lived in Madurai and some
served as the King’s bodyguards.
Verily, it was a cosmopolitan age.

Glory of Nayak Era

. In the 17th Century, the Nayak
kings made an enduring contribu--
tion to the growth of temple archi-
tecture in andaround Madurai. The
most famous and  distinguished
among the Nayak kings was Thiru-
malai Nayak. He has carved out. for
himself a niche in the haloed history
of Madurai. Thirumalai Nayak Mahal
according to records of history was
built around 1636. The original
structure it would appear was much

larger, four times bigger than the
present one. However, down. the
centuries the Mahal survived the
currents and cross currents of history.
Today, it proclaims to the worid
the glory of the Nayak era and the
greatness of the Nayak rulers.

Be Worthy of our Heritage

On behalf of the people of my
State I have great pleasure in inaugu-
‘rating the Sound and Light program-
me in the historic Thirumalai Nayak
Mahal today. The programme will
lift the curtain over centuries
of history of the Tamils, their
captains and kings, their lang-
uage and literature, their princes
and prelates. Let us re-live the glo-
rious history of the South. Let us
draw inspiration from the past.
Letus be worthy of our great
heritage.

All Glory to Tamil Nadu

(Speech delivered by Thiru Sri Rama-
murthi, Minister for cultural affairs &
Tribal Welfare, Andhra Pradesh )

gOUND AND LIGHT SPECTACIE

Total cost of the programme is
30 lakhs. Episodes connected with
the life of Thirumalai Nayak and
also glory of the age of the Tamils
like the Sangham, Silappathikaram
and so on are depicted through the
Sound and Light media. The script
has been provided by Thiru K. Kali-
muthu, Hon’ble Minister for Agri-
culture. The laying out and techni-
cal works have been done by the
| Philips, and was directed by Thiru
A..S.A. Samy, the well known Film]
Director who has earned the appreci-
ation of all for the Sound and
Light show on Periyar E.V.Rama-
samy. The whole colour scheme,
lighting and concert of the show
have been visualised by the artistic is
directior Thiru A.S.A. Samy. Music
by Admanathan. Songs have been
rendered by Balamurali Krishna;
Sirkali Govindarajan and others,




PO

MIL LITERATURE EMBODIES

LOFTY IDEAS

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
reiterated  that the Union Govern-
ment would not impose Hindi on
anybody.

Hindi was thought of as a link
language and if it was imposed it
would have the opposite effect of not
binding the people together. It was
high time that people stopped their
linguistic quarrels and learnt more
languages shunning narrow-minded-
ness.

Delivering the valedictory add-
resgof the week-long Fifth World
Tamil Conference at Madurai, Tmt.
Gandhi said it was very wrong to
think that * Delhi cared only for
Hindi " ahd that one language could
prosper only at the expense of
another. She emphasized that
Tamil had nothing to fear from
English or Hindi and that the Union
Government’s policy was to en-
courage all the languages listed
under the Eighth Schedule of the
Constitution besides minor languages
and tribal dialects.

Dwelling at length on the pris-
tine purity of the Tamil language
and also the cosmopolitan and
elect outlook of its literature, Tmt.
Gandhi said Tamil was a beautiful
blend of both the religious and secu-
far, and its classics showed the
people how they could rise above
narrow, sectarian interests. Tamil
had an old encounter with Sanskrit

and both the languages benefitted
from each other.

Tmt. Gandhi said it was only
benefitting that this Fifth World
Tamil Conference was held at
Madurai, the seat of ancient Tamil
Academy (Sangham) and that deli-
berauons were conducted for 2 week
on arts, culture and literature of
Tamils here.

Thirukkural which was preg«
nant with meaning was as precious
and relevant to modern times as it
was relevant centuries ago. Tamil
culture was open to new ideas and
winds of change in man’s onward
march. Quoting from Avvaiyar to
show that Tamil culture had pros-
pered and attained a high degree of

iv..zation the Prime Mipister said

that ancient Tamils had traded with
Greeks, Egypt and Arabs in spices,
ornaments and cloth and Greeks
had borrowed from Tamil words
like *‘arisi” (rice). A Koman
settlement in Madurai and Roman
coins found near Madurai testified
tg the links that Tamils had with
them,

The famous maxim from ‘Pura-
nanooru ’ that the * world is one and
all pedple are kinsmen ' testified to
the cosmopolitan outlook of Tamils.

Praising the contribution of
Tamil and other Dravidian languages

to the art and literature of Asia.

Prime Minister’s
valedictorv address

she said that Bodhivarman a princt
of Kanchipuram, was responsible
for the acceptance of Zen Buddhism
in Japan and China.

As carly as cighth century,
people came to Tamil Nadu to lears
Chinese, which showed that Tamilt
were proficient in all l.anguaggs"
The Tamil epic * Manimekalal
was very well-known in Cambodis
and Thailand. Tamil was enriched
by people from all walks of life and
its literary heritage fostered universal
value.

Its vast classical literature wat
written in idiom not far removed
from its modern form and thus
people who read its literature could
easily understand it.

Praising Poet Bharathi’s contri
bution to the freedom struggle, she
said his poems whipped up the
patriotic fervour of Indians and hit
work “ Panchaliyin Sabatham ™ sef
a new dimension in the developmen!
of all Indian languages. His poemt
had a simple metre and diction and
it appealed to all strata of people.

She regretted that South Indiar
history had been neglected and
quoted from historians to this effect

Striking a personel note, sh¢
said that she had always admired
Tamil works like Thirukkural. Kam

baramayanam, and the songs ot
Bharathi. She had also linked the
declamatory powers of Sathya -
murthy, Anna, the subtlety of
Rajaji and the home spun directness
of Kamaraj.

At the end of her spee'ch, the
Prime Minister conveyed her Pongal
grectings to the people of Tamil
Nadu.

The Primine Minister earlier
distributed * porkizhis * to the value
of Rs. 10,000 to five poets—Avvai

‘Duraiswamy, P. Sri Acharya, Peria-

samy Thooran, K. Appadurai and
M. V. Venugopala Pillai.

Sri Yogi Sudhananda Bharathi,
Kamban Adipodi Sa. Ganesan and
P. K. Sundararajan were presented
with Tanjore plates and honoured
with ponnadais.

Sri Kripananda Variar and

Vanmeekinathan were honoured with
feliciation and citation. However

they were not present.

Thiru M. G. Ramachandran,
Chief Minister, who presided un-
veiled the statue of ‘ MotherTamil
(Tamil Annai).

Speaking on the occasion the
Chief Minister said that during the
past seven days Tamil poets and
scholars have expressed their
thoughts, discussed the greatness of
the Tamil language and discharged
their duty.

Tamil Nadu will not at any
time allow for the division of the
country nor tolerate violence. It
will always work for the strengthen-
ing of national integration. The
Chief Minister further said that
Tamil Nadu will not shirk in dis-
charging its duty.

At the request of the Chief
Minister the vast concourse applaud-
ed to show their concurrence with
his view.

_ The Chief Minister said. that it
Is a matter of pride that Tmt.

Gandhi is not only the mother of
the country but also its leader. The
Prime Minister’s felicitation and
valedictory address would be g
crowning finale to all the delibera-
tions of the Tamil scholars during
the conference, he said. -

The Chief Minister had a word
of praise to the vast concourse for
their good behaviour. He said
people who had come from various
places have by their self-control
proved the culture of Tamil people.
The foreign delegates attending
the mecting would carry a good
impression about the greatmen of
Tamilian culture.

. Earlier Thira RM; Veera R
Minister for Tourism Wélcomin%p:ll:e
Prime Minister and the gathering
referred to the Prime Minister's
speeches during her visits abroad
about the greatness of the Tamil
language. To express her love to-
wards the Tamil people, Tamil
language, the Prime Minister has
come here amidst her multifarioys

aotivities, he said.
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Madurai, cradle of Dravidian
civilization and seat of ancient Tamil
culture wore a festive look on the oc-
casion of the V World Tamil Con-
ference. The race-course stadium,
venue of the World Tamil meet, pre-
sented a picture of a fairyland with
its col iflumination, festoons
and buntings. pomp and pageant,

ory and grandeur of ancient Tamil

adu werd recalled during the seven-
day meet.

" The dais constructed for the
occasion was a replica of the Puthu
mandapa in thatch. It was very large
snd spacious. There were as many
wooden posts as Tirumala Nayak’s
marvol has stone coloumns. The
Thasjavurjthatchartist had lavished
his skill on'its facade, so that it re-
sembled the Mysore palace.

Four huge pylons near the dais

burst into myriads of colured lights.
The dais was tastefully decorated
with bulbs and | sglittered with a
pleasing array of coloured lights-
red, green and yellow.
. The Madurai-Kamaraj univer-
sity was named the “Tholkapiar
Arangam’ where seminars and sym-
posia were held.

In the “Muthiah Manram” and
other art centres eminent artistes
viwed with one another to give their
best.

Madurai, by night, was a splea-
dorous spectacle of light. On the

banks of the famcd Vaigat, the four
towering gopurams of the Mcenakshi
temple, stood draped in luminous
resplendence. As if in comgetition,

_the four tall transmission towers on

the Race course grounds leapt before
one's eye like pillars of incandescent
light. Every building of emincrce was
beautified by an array of lights.

Fountains in the highways leapt
bouyantly in the ambience of many-
huged lights.

The sound and light show depic-
ting Tirumalai Nayak’s life at Nayak
Mahal, the cinemascope film Kvmari
kandam, tt¢ exhibition at Tamukkam
grounds and art events at
various venues all over the city
flowed with humanity. People from
every walk of life were obviously
baffiled by the enormous feast to
the eyes and the soul.

The foremost among musicians

and artistes of Tamil Nadu gave of

their best during their performances
to the public.

. Scaffoldings along the roads and
raised platforms for the people to
witness the pageantry of ‘tableaux
proved attracted attractions and not
as barricades.

One of the most imporant and
famous landmark, the Mariamman
Temple Tank was gorgeously deco-
rated with multi-coloured bulbs re-

flecting myriad secrets from its un-
plumbed depths.

The grand finale-the long awai-
ted majestic pageant was indeed a
very colourful event in itself. Depict-
ing as it did the culture, glory and
arts of the Tamils 2,000 years ago,
it traced the various important events
and milestones in the evolution and
development of the Tamil language
and its rich culture.

World Tamil Conference opens

The Fifth World Tamil Con-
ference opened on January 4, 1981
in the temple city of Madurai. A
vast concourse of people assembled-
_at Valluvar Arangam. The Governor
Thiru Sadiq Ali arrived punctually
at 6 p.m. to inaugurate the meet.
- The function started with the invo-
cation “Tamil Thai Vazthu” render-
ed by Thiru Sirkazhi Govinda-
rajan.

Welcoming the gathering, Thiru
RM. Veerappan, Minister for In-
formation and ~ Religious Endow-
ments said that the recent discovery
of a human skeleton at Kovalan
Pottal which experts said was 2.000
years old, would indicate that Madu-
rai was an ancient town.

Thiru Sadiq Ali inaugurated
the seven -Cay conference and the
interpational seminar on Tamil stu-
dies conducted by the International
Association of  Tamil Research.
Scholars from 23 countries partici-
pated in the seminar, cither as dele-

gates or observers and a number of

educationists and intellectuals at-
tended the glittering function.

The Governor praised the glory
and antiquity of Tamil and its cul-
ture.

The Chief Minister Thiru M.G.
Ramachandran who presided over
the function and other speakers re-
presenting a wide spectrum of politi-
cal opinion in Tamil Nadu hailed
the conference beirg held for the
second time in the homeland of the
Tamils, as a historic event.

Thiru S. Tondaman, Sri Lanka’s
Minister for Rural Industries, and
delegates from Maurituis, the United

States, Malaysia and other countries .

were present.

Thiru V.R. Nedunchezhiayan,
Minister for Finance proposed a vote
of thanks.

Statues of twelve Tamil savants
were unveiled and five decorative
archways or Thoranavayils were
declared open.

The Karnataka Chief Minister
Thiru Gundu Rao declared open
the World Tamil Conference Exhibi-
tion at the Tamukkam Grounds on
January Sth 1981. The ““Moovendar™
Archyway at the entrance of the
grounds was dcclared open by
Thiru S. Muthu, former Mayor of
Madurai.

The Kerala Chief Minister Thiru
Nayanar released a documentary
on “Lemuria” the lost continent at
the World Tamil Conference on the
6th of January ,1981.

Son. ¢t. Lumicre - a sound and
light show en Thirtmala Naik was
inaugurated ty Thiru SiiRema-
moorthi,Minister for Cultural Affairs
Andhra Pradesh on behalf of the

‘Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Thiru

T. Anjaiah.

The staturof Tnirumala Naik was
unvei'ed by Thitu .S.S. Raujendran,
Deputy Chairman of the Tamil
Nadu Small Savings consultative
CHrmmittee.

The World Tamil Conference
Souvenir was released by the Chief
Justice Thiru M.M. Itmail at the
Race Course stadium and the first
copy was presented to the Chief
Minister Thiru M.G.Ramachandran.

Thiru M.G. Ramachandran,
Chief Minister, while addressing tte
plznary session of the seminar held
at the “Tholkapiar-arangam” said,

"the proposed Madurai-based world

Tamil Sangam will be a closely-knit
professional body of scholars and

. Y
« + 9

poets devoted exclusively to the pro-
motion of Tamil research growth
of literature and strenghthening the
links between Tamil communities
living in different countreis.

- Thitu RM.. Veerappan presen-
ted “porkizhi” to the winners of the
Tamil poets competition under the
auspices of the Sri Mcenakshi Sunda-
reswarar temple.

Thiru S.S. Meenakshisundram
Professor of Commerce, Sourashtra
College, bagged the first price of Rs.
3,000- Dr. | .Arunageethayan won
the second prize of Rs. 750- and Prof

V. Duraisamy the third prize of
Rs. 501.

Speaking on the  occasion,
Thiru Veerappan said the competi-
tion would be conducted on a State
level from next year and the money
increasedinto Rs. 5,000, Rs.3,000
and Rs. 2,000 as first, second and
third prizes.

Teleprinter service in Tamil
was inaugurated on the 9th of
January by the Chief Minister Thiru
M.G. Ramachandran. He creeded
the first message in the teleprinter.
“Greetings on behalf of the people
of Tamil Nadu” to the Union Minis-
ter for communications Thiru C.M.
Stephen at New Delhi. Thiru Stephen
sent back a message of greetings to

4
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the Chief Minister and the people
of Tamil Nadu.

All roads lead to Madurai: The
city was on the eve of the curtain
down .Madurai known as the city
of festivals is accustomed to huge
concourses of people. But the final
day of the World Tamil Conference
hadevoked unprecentetly large
crowds.

The huge congregation of people
including the Prime Minister Tint.
Indira Gandhi witnessed the colour-
ful spectacle.

The Prime Minister then visited
the Meenakshi temple and saw the
golden chariot of the deity.

Tmt. Indira Gandhi spent about
45 minutes with the delegates who
had come from foreign countries.
Later that evening she addressed a
vast gathering of public at the race
course grounds at the Valedictory
function held on 10th January 1981.

The Prime Minister arrived
punctually at 7 p.m. With the invo-
cation ‘Tamil Thai Vazthu™, the
function began.

Thiru RM. Veerappan, Minister
for Information and Religious En-
dowments  welcomed the Prime
Minister and the gathering and re-
ferred to the Prime Minister's
speeches during her visits abroad
about the greatness of the Tamil,
‘anguage.‘ To express her love toward
the Tamil people/Tamil language-,
the Prime Minister has come amidst
her multi farious activities, he said.

~Thiru M.G. Ramachan

Chief Minister who presided,dr::::
veiled the statue of “Tamil Thai”,
In his address he said that the Prime
Miniter by her visit, had shown her
regard to the Tamil language and to
Tamilians not only in the State but
allover the world. The Chief Minister
Thiru M.G. Ramachandran presen-
ted to Tmt. Gandhi a huge Thanjavur
Art plate, mounted on a rosewood
pedestal as a mem :nto.

Tmt. Gandbi in her address said
that it was only befitting that this
V World _Conference was held
at Madurai, the seat of ancient

Tamil Academy (Sangam’) and that .

deliberations were conducted for a

week on arts, culture and literatyr
0 X (3
of Tamils at Madurai. :

. Thiru  V.R. Nedunchezhiyan
Minister for Finance proposeda v);te
.of thanks.



Lakhs of people poured into
the city from various parts of the
state to witness the colourful pagean-
try, Countless men, women and child-
ren dressed in their best were in a
holidaymood, had lined up the roads
through which the procession passed
which turned out to be a splendid
spectacle the like of which Madurai
city has never witnessed.

As a fitting finale to the week
long World Tamil Conference, a
fleet of well-conceived and decorated
tableauxwas taken along the five-km
route.

The Prime Minister arrived in an
open jeep to the first view point and
she was led on to the tastefully deco-
rated podium By the Chief Minister
Thiru M.G. Ramachandran, amidst
a standing ovation by the people.

The Governor Thiru Sadig Ali,
the Union Finance Minister Thiru
R. Venkataraman, the Union Minis-
ter of State for Agriculture Thiru R.V.
Swaminathan, the former Chief
Minister Thiru M. Bhaktavatsalam
were also present.

. The Tamilnadu Cabinet Minister
Thiru V.R. Nedunchezhiyan, Thiru
S. Ramachandran, Thiru $.D. Soma-

sundaram, Dr. H.V. Hande, the
speaker of the Tamil Nadu Assembly
Thiru K. Rajaram and the Chairman
of the Tamil Nadu legislative council
Thiru M.P. Sivagnanam were also
on the dais.

Five gaily caprisoned elephants
opened the pageaent by saluting the
Prime Minister. Replicas of ancient
Tamil flags were borne past. The
first float appropriately carried a
group of nadaswaram players, a fit
prelude to a Tamil festival.

The impressive array of 27 table-
aux gave an insight into the glorious
past of Tamil Nadu, its literary ,cul-
tural and social traditions. The vir-
tues of the ancient rulers of the Tamil
country such as their unflinching
commitment tc justice, exemplary
munificence and love of arts and

architecture and the martial arts of
the Tamils were among the themes
hightighted.

The patronage extended to the
poets by the Chera, Chola and
Pandya kings, as also the flourishing
trade and commeumne of the land and
the economic affluence of the.people,
found an cloquent expression in the
tableaux.

In between the floats were the
ensembles of artistes  displaying
various dance forms and folk arts.
Almost every tableaux was preceeded
and followed by a march past by
N.C.C. cadets (both boys and girls),
boy scouts, girl guides, and school
boys and girls in uniform.

The police bands of Madurai
and Ramanathapuram districts mar-

ched with their resounding drums in
the procession.

One of the tablcaux depicted the
contribution of foreign scholars,
Robert de Nobili, C.J. Beschi,
Robert Caldwell and Dr. G.U.Pope
to the growth of Tamil language.

Religious savants like Tirunavuk-
karasu, Sundarar, Manikkavasagar,

Arunagirinathar, Thirumoolar, "(ha—
yumanavar and Ramalinga Swamigal
who by their devotional lyrics contri-
buted to the growth of Tamil was
depicted in a tableau.

Tiruvalluvar: The float. depic-
ted an agricultural scene having in
its background a figure of Tiruvallu-
var whose magnum opus “‘Tiruk-
kural” has transcended the linguistig
racial and religious barriers in its
presentation of the ethical codes.

Another float depicted four
Tamil scholars Dr. U.V. Swaminatha

“‘ .. Iyer, V.0. Chidambaranar, Marai
. " malai Adigal and Thiru V. Kalya

nasundaranar.

One of the floats depicted the
late E.V. Ramaswamy (Thanthai

‘Periyar) highlighting the reforms he

had made in Tamil script.

A float depicted the forerunners
of modern Tamil drama. Sundaram
Pillai, Sankaradas Swamigal, Panmal
Sampantha Mudaliyar and Kanda-
sami Mudaliyar.

A float depicting the versatile
personality of the former Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu and the late

Perarignar Anna, as an orator, writer,

dramatist and a administrgtor drew
applause from the multitudious
crowd.

Subramania Bharathi the poet
patriot, Bharati Dasan, the revolu-
tionary poet; Kavimani Desiga Vina-
yagam, Namakkal Kavignar Rama-
lingam the first poet layreate of
Tamil Nadu.-the modern poets of
Tamil renaisance depicted another
tableau.

A float depicted a beautiful
Temple car showing the skil of the
Tamil craftsman. This was followed
by Mother Tamil who as legend has
it adorns herself with the five great
epics ,as her ornaments. The Silapa-
thikaram as her anklets, the Mani-
mekalai as a girdle around her waist,
Val_ayapathi as bangles, Kundala-
kesi as her earrings and Jeevaka
Smthamaqi as adorning her forehead
accompanied by the {ali the tradi-

}ional mythical figure found in temp-
es.

For three quarters of an hour
Madurai witnessed with great fasci-
nation and exitement the floats depic-
ting the scenes from the historic
Tam!l past drove past the crowd. I
was indeed appealing to the imagi-
nation which contri%u
the objectives of the World Tamil

Conference. The enormous crowds, .
st 10 Madurai’s

possibly the lar
history of two thousand years and

ble.

ted to one of

more made the scene truly memara-
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The statues of 12 Tamil scholars
and savants were unveiled at the
Tamil conference.

Thiru K. Rajaram gpeaker of
the Legislative Assembly presided
over the function of unveiling a
statue of Tiruvalluvar the Saint-
Poet who gave the fifth Veda to the
‘Tamils near the Madurai and Rama-
‘nathapuram collectorate buildings.
Tmt. Gomathi Srinivasan, Minister
for Social Welfare, unveiledy the
statue.

The Finanze Minister Thiru V.R
Neduncheziyan unveiled a bust of
Tholkapiar, a renowned Tamil gram-
marian and an exponent of the life-
style of the Tamils. Thiru P. U.
Shanmugam presided.

The memory of Rev. Father
Xavier Thaninayagam of Sri Lanka
was honoured with the unveiling of
his bust at the HIG colony - Siva-
ganga road junction in Anna Nagar
by the Education Minister Thiru
C. Aranganayagam. TliruP. Nedu-
maran, M.L.A,, presided.

A bust of Mayuram Veda-
nayagam Pillzi author of *“Prathaba
Mudaliar Sarithram ”, the first novel
to be written in Tamil was unveiled
by Thiru Raja Mohammed, Minister
for Rural Industiics. Thiru S. D.
Somasundaram Minister for Reve-
nue presided over the function.

A statue of U. V. Swaminatha
Iyer affectionately referred to as
“Tamil Tatha” and who was the
only non-sanskrit scholar to receive
the title of ** Mahamahopadyaya :
was unveiled by Thiru C.Ponnaiyan,
Minister for Co-operation. Health
Minister Dr. H. V. Hande, presided.

A statue of Robert De Nobili
a Jesuit priest of Italy who came to
India 400 years agd was unveiled
by Thiru S. Muthuswamy, Minister
for Transport. Thiru K.A. Krishna-
swamy presided over the function.

A statue of Pandithurai Thevar,
founder of the fourth Tamil Sangam
in Madurai was unveiled by Thiru
S. Thirunavukarasu, Minister for
Industries. Thiru R. V. Swami-
nathan, Union Minister of state for
Agriculture presided.

Leader,

A statue of Arumuga Navalar

‘was unveiled by Thiru RM. Veerap-

pan, Minister for Information and
Religious  Endowments.  Thiry
M. Muthuswamy, the Special Repre-
sentative of Tamil Nadu at New
Delhi, presided over the function.

A statue of Somasundara
Bharathi was unveiled by Thiru
K. Kalimuthu, Minister for Agri-
culture. Thiru Kumari Anandan,

er, Gandhi Kamaraj Congress
presided, ‘

Thiru M. P. Sivagnam, Chair-
man of the Legislative Council presid-
ed over the unveiling of a statue of
Thiru V. Kalyanasundaram. Thiru
S. Raghavanandam, Minister for
Labour unveiled the statue.

A statue of Veeramamunivar
was unveiled by Thiru S. Rama-
chandran, Minister for Electricity,
Thiru S. Vijayasarathy, Minister for
Harijan Welfare presided.

A statue of Desiga Vinayagam
was  unveiled by Thiru P,
Kolandaivelu, Minister for Local
Administration, Thiru$. N, Rajend-

ran, Minister for Pub'ic Works
resided.
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SOUYENIR RELEASED
he Tamil Sangam that flourish-

ed at Madurai centuries ago had
beenthe touchstone of literary excel-
lence and any work that did not get
its seal of approval was not regarded
by the Tamil community as a worthy
piece of literature.

In keeping with this tradition,
the sumptuous volume brought out
to mark the Fifth World Tamil -
Conferemce, now in session, was
released, before an -assembly of
poets (Tamizhaga Pulavar Kuzhu).

Thiru M. M. Ismail, Chief
Justice of the Madras High Court,
who released the volume, said the
Tamils had every right to be proud
of their language and culture, which
had irrefutable claims to antiquity.

' The Chief Minister, Thiru M.G.
Ramachandran, acc_eptcd the first V.

- copy of the souvenir from Thiru |
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The 700 page publication, with _
over 100 articles, was verily a trea-
sure-house of Tamil language and
culture, said Thiru V. R. Nedun-
Chezhian Finance Minister, head of

- the Souvenir Committee.
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t deprive your first child
of his due

Let there be a gap of
three years between first
and second child

The first three years of a child Common metbods

are vital for his mental and n
physical growth. He needs all é(;lé P GCIHQ cluldre

your love and affection.

T:\rlesg you can provide NIRODH, PILLS
responsibitity of anomer cia OR THE LOOP

during the three formative

years of the first. For more informatio

contact the nearest Realth
care centre

v Give your child three years

of undivided attention
dovp 00/23
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