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Agriculture continues to be
the prime Sector of the state. The
Government of Tamil Nadu has
taken keen interest in the welfare
of the farmers and has not only
provided all facilities for them but
has also given them a number of
concessions.

The disastrous floods of the
past two years had caused heavy
damages and the farmers were the
worst affected. Heavy damages to
the crops was, however. averted by
prompt action taken for the revival
of crops thereby minimising the
loss in production.

To compensate the loss of crops,
the farmers were encouraged to
make usc of the water from wells
and lakes for irrigation in addition
for cultivation during summer.

The reliel measures announced
by che Government and the possible
action taken to mitigate the loss
cannot be over emphasised.

Concessions given by Government:

Rs. 40 Crores has been given
as concessions to farmers.

So far no Government had
come forward 10 analyse the pro-
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blems of the farmers and solved
them. This Government has set
up a High Power Committee and on
their recommandation has granted
concessions, for Rs. 40 Crores.

Removal of levy:

In order to c¢reate conditions
tavourable for the agriculturists get-
ting a remunerative price tor paddy,
the Government of Tamil Nadu
have decided that even the token
levy of 20% now imposed on the
movements of rice and paddy out-
side the State shall be totally reco-
vered with effect from ist June
1979.

Government loans removed:

The Thakkavi loans under Agri-
cultural loans Act and Land Im-
provement Act, loans sanctioned
for open wells or tube wells and
co-operative loans have been granted.

As regards Co-operative loans,
about 16 lakhs of loanees will get
relief to the extent of Rs. 27 Crores.
In respect of Thakkavi Loans, 15
lakhs of ryots will get relief to the
extent of Rs, 13 Crores. A total
relief to the extent of Rs. 40 Crores
will be offered to ryots, us a result of

the concessions now ordered by the
Government.

Thakkavi Loans:

Agricultural Credit Input Loans
granted to landless agriculturists
will be totally written off. In res-
pect of these loans granted to other
agriculturists, the first Rs. 500/-

of the loan amount will be waived.‘;

In respect of soil conservation
loans, the loan amount will be treat-
ed as settled if 50% of the loan
portion of the principal has been
paid. In respect of ground spraying,
the loan amount will be treated as
settled if an amount equal to the
amount of the loan has been paid.

In respect of the other Thakkavi
Loans not coming under the above
categories, the loan amount will be
treated as settled if an amount
equal to the loan amount has been
paid.

Penal Interest:

Penal interest upto 30.6."79 on
all short-term, medium-term and
long-term agricultural loans over
due as on 30.6."78 will be fully waived.
Any penal interest that may have
been paid after 30.6’77 will be
refunded to the loanees by crediting
it to the account of the loaneeﬁ

~ Conversion of short-term loa

into medium-term loans has already
been granted in the cases of ryotS
who have been affected by adversé
seasonal conditions. It has noW
been decided that in the case of su¢

-

converted loans of a farmer, be
written off and on the next Rs.
5,000/~ 50 percent will be written off.

In respect of loans granted
under Agricultural loans Act and
Land Improvement Act, the Loans
will be treated as fully settled, if
the amount so far paid by the agri-
culturists either as principal or
interest or both put together equals
the amount of the loan.

In respect of Capital Improve-
ment Loans, the loans will be written
off if the amount is paid as piincipal
or interest or both put together
equals twice the amount of the loan.

Loans sanctioned for open wells
or tube wells, the loans will be treated
as written off if the amount equals
to twice the loans amount has been
paid as principal ,interest or both
put together.

In respect of loans for wells, in
cases where the wells have failed.
the loan amount upto Rs. 10,000
will be written off. Ryots who
have spent an amount atleast cqual
to the loan amount for digging the

well will be eligible for this con-
cession.

Expect for loans granted in res-
pect of soil conservation and ground
spraying, in respect of all other
loans granted by the Agriculture
Department for services rendered,

further collections be they 1, 2, 3’

or more all interest c_iue on §uch
loans as on 30.5.°78 will be written
off.

Besides this, waiver of interest,
extension of time will also be granted
for the repayment of converted
loans.

Besides these concessions in
respect of short-term loans con-
verted into medium-term loans be-
fore 1.1.”79 and which are outstand-
ing, and in respect of loans which
are now to be consolidated the
rate of interest will be reduced.
Interest is now payable on thege
loans at either 13.8% or 12.5 %
According to the reduced rate an
interest rate of 10.57; in respect
of small farmers and 127 in respect
of other farmers will be charged
from 1.1.’79.

Lowest Power Tariff:

The Power Tariff which was
16 paise per unit was reduced to
14 paise. For the small farmers
it has been further reduced to
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12 paise and for the others it has
been fixed at 14 paise, Though
the Government incurs a loss of
Rs. 6 Crores through these conces-
sions, they have been implemented
since 1.6,"78.

The meter charge has been
reduced from Rs. 5/- to Rs. 4/-
resulting in a loss of Rs. 1 Crore
annually.

Cyclone Relief Measures:

During the past two years the
farmers have been affected greatly
by disastrous floods. Since relief
measures were taken quickly, the
heavy damages to crops and loss
in yield have been prevented. The
Governmet have implemented the
following relief measures.

Relief measures taken in 1977:
Free supply of seeds:

Seeds worth Rs. 30 lakhs had
been distributed to the small farmers
and cultivating tenants.

A subsidy of Rs. 87,300 was
given to farmers and tenants who
had i'ajsed sugarcane

Small farmers and cultivating
tenants who had raised plantain
crops were granted a subsidy of
Rs. 5,43,600/-

Small farmers and cultivating
tenants who had raised betel-vines
were granted an amount of Rs.
10,27,000/-

Farmers were given pesticides
at a subsidised rate of 259 without

:
i

any discrimination. The amouni
allocated to this category of relief
was Rs. 1 Crore.

98,200 Coconut seedlings were
distributed among small farmers
and cultivating tenants.

An area of 7,064 hectares has
been recliamed and revived. The
small farmers were given this service
free of cost.

Relief Measures taken in 1978.

Rs. 2,11,770 lakhs worth paddy
seeds have been distributed to the
small farmers and cultivating tenants.

To those affected small farmers
and tenants who had raised sugar-
cane and plantains a sum of Rs.
79,400 has been granted.

To revive their betel farms a
sum of Rs. 3,51,370 has  been
granted.

10,042 Coconut seedlings were
distributed to those affected small
farmers and cultivating tenants.

In Nilgiris the affected farmer
was given potato seeds worth Rs.
250/-to Rs. 1,000 per acre at a subsi-
dised rate of 259 of this cost. At
this rate an amount of Rs. 38,600
has been granted.

Vegetable seeds amounting to
Rs. 54,00Qhas been distributed.

Land and wells have been reclai-
med free of cost for small farmers
and cultivating tenants, while for
the other farmers at a 509, subsidy
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land was reclaimed up to a ceiling of
Rs. 1,000/- A grant for an amount
of Rs. 35.53 lakhs have been spent.

Exemption from tax :

The land affected by Cyclone
and flood have been exempted from
land taxes and water cess; tax on
plantation  crops have  been
exempted.

Increased prices for sugarcanes

Though the Government of
India have fixed the price for cane
at Rs. 35/- per tonne the Govern-
ment has taken steps to increase

" the price from Rs. 100/- to Rs. 125/-

per tonne through Co-operatives
and through privately owned sugar
mills,

Surplus in production:

In the past two years there
has been a substantial increase
in agricultural  production. The
production of rice in 1977 was only
62 lakhs tonnes, 19 lakh tonnes mil-
lets; pulses 3 lakhs tonnes;Jaggery 14
lakhs tonnes; and Cotton 4.04 lakhs
bales and Oil seeds 12.29 lakh tonnes.

During 1978 rice production
was 64 lakh tonnes; millets 20 lakh
tonnes; Pulses 3.25 lakh tonnes, Oil

. seeds 14.07 lakh tonnes; Jaggery

19.50 lakh' tonnes; 4.96 lakh bales
of Cotton.

The yield per acre of paddy
which was 1,277 kilos during 1976-
*77 was increased to 1,350 kilos in
1978-'79.

Special summer crop scheme :

To mitigate the loss occurred
due to cyclone and floods, the waters
from lakes and wells were utilised
in 197778 and an additional 1.01
lakh hectares for itice and 0.41lakh
hectares for millets and 1.55 lakh
hectares for groundnut was brought

_under cultivation during the summer.

During this year also there will
be an increase in area under food
grains as follows:

0.41 lakh hectares for rice;
0.32 lakh hectares for millets; 0.10

lakh hectares for pulses; 0.35 lakh

hectares for groundnuts; 0.05 lakh
ectares for gingelly oil; 0.42 lakh
hectares for cotton.

Small farmers and marginal
farmers have been made to adapt
modern agricultural practices to
increase productivity without boos-
ting the cost of cultivation.

The “Gravitor applicator” and
the multi purpose equipments are dis-
tributed to farmers in Thanjavur at
concessional rates tcpopularise them.

Production of millets :

To increase the production of
millets in five production centres in
North Arcot, Tirunelveli, Madurai,
Pudukkottai and Coimbatore have
been started. With the help of the
Central Government another seed
production centre has been opened
in Coimbatore.

Oil Seeds:

Utilising the dam water for the
first time, a scheme has been taken
up to cultivate oil seeds on a large
scale. During this year under the
lower Bhavant Scheme, an additional
area of 32,000 hectares -has been
brought under cultivation.

Coconut:

To increase the production and
distribution of coconut seedlings
from 12 lakhs per year, during
1978-'79 to 14,30,000 have been
distributed. This is notable achieve-
ment.

To increase production ,an in-
tensive cultivation scheme has been
implemented in the districts of
Coimbatore, Kanyakumari and
Ramanathapuram.

The tall and dwarf varieties
and the hybrid variety will be culti-
vated in Pattukottai in Thanjavur
district and it has been proposed
to plant 1 lakh seedlings per year.

" Fertilizer distribution:

During 1976-’77 2 lakh tonnes
of green manure, 0.45 lakh tonnes

of farmyard manure, 0.57 lakh
tonnes manure& Chemical fertilizers
have been distributed.

In 1978-"79 ,2.90 lakh tonnes of
green mannure; 0.94 lakh tonnes of
manure, 1.07 lakh tonnes farmyard
manure and chemical fertilizers have
been distributed.

Plant Protection:

Spraying of pesticides to con-
rol paddy pests and pests that affect
groundnut have been taken up.
During 1977-°78, 34,000, hectares
of paddy and 53,000 hectares of
groundnut were sprayed. Rs. 3/-
per acre was given as subsidy for

‘_ spraying.

During 1978-"79 an average of
41,000 hectares of paddy and 88,000
hectares of groundnut and 38,400
hectares of millets were sprayed.

The pest ““Protenia” has caused
unprecedented damage to the crops
in Pollachi and Usillampatti areas,
Immediate action was taken for
effective cotrol' of the onslaugt
of the pests. The pesticides were
sold to the farmers at 25 9, subsidized
rates. The amount of Rs. 53,148/-
was spent for spraying pesticides
in 4,378 hectares.

Under the plant protection
scheme an area of 10,500 hectares
have been saved from pests where
cotton was cultivated.

An area of 20,000 hectares was
covered under the scheme for the
control of Brown Hopper during
1978-’79. An area of 18,000 hec-
tares in Sholavandan in Madurai
district, Thanjavur and Gobichetti
palayam in Coimbatore districts will
be covered by this scheme at a cost
of Rs. 8 lakhs.




A Directorate of Horticulture
has been set up and giant orchards
will be layed out to improve culti-
vation and extending it.

A 1,000 acre model fruit farm

has been set up in Pudukkottai to
Increase fruit production.

For production of banana,two-
centres have been started in Muda

lipatti, Trichi District and North
Arcot district.

New varieties:

The _ Agricultural Department
had introduced 16 new varieties
to increase production. The Agri-

cultural University had introduced
8 new varieties.

During 1978-’79, the Agricul-
tural Department hac released 12
new varieties and the Agricultural
University 13 new varieties for the
use of farmers.

Seeds Certification:

During 1978-°79, under this
scheme 4,600 hectares of paddy,
1,600 hectares of millets, 390 hectares
of high-yielding variety of Cotton
were grown. Quality seeds were
supplied to farmers. The quality
seed production centre has been
functioning
institution. The farmers from
neighbouring States have been buy-
ing the seeds supplied through this
centre. This enables increase in

employment and increase in pro-
duction.

Seed Processing Centre:

Three seed processing centres
one each at Bhavani in Coimbatore
District, Killikulam in Tirunelveli
District and Irrungur in Tiruchi
District for the supply of quality
seeds to farmers are functioning.
Through these centres, 4,000 tonnes
of seeds are processed and supplied.

Seed Testing Centre:

Another seed testing centre has
been set up in Pudukottaj to test
the quality and supply of seeds.

A testing centie has been set
up in Kovilpatti to test manure and
a centre to test pesticides has been
set up at Kanchipuram.

Training Programme:
Training Centres for farmers

have been established at Pudu-
kottai, Kanyakumari and Dharma-

as an autonomousb

puri districts in 1977-78. During
1978-'79, Centres at Salem, Rama-
nathapuram, The Nilgiris have been
established. With this 14 training
centres are functioning in all the
14 districts.

Marketing and Quality Control:

A Directorate for  Agricultural
Marketing was created on 14th
October. 1977 to activise the work-
ing of the Marketing Committees
and to improve the economic condi-
tion of the farmers, in securing a
better and stable price for their
produce.

The Integrated Rural Develop-
ment Programme introduced during
1978-79, covers 50%, of the area
for the benefit of Small Farmers

and marginal farmers. The Scheme

will be gradually extended to all
areas.

Drought Prone Area Programme:

The Drought Prone Area Pro-
gramme is being implemented in
Ramanathapuram and Dharmapuri
Districts. An outlay of Rs. 342
lakhs has been sanctioned for this
scheme. It is to be noted that
Rs. 464 lakhs has been allotted
for the year 1978-°79. This will
benefit the small farmers and margi-

nal farmers and landless-farmers
of these areas.

=

For the first time under an
integrated scheme, large areas for
soil conservation and water manage-
ment practices has been implemented
in 400 hectares. This integrated
scheme will be extended to 100" more
places.

Agricultural Engineering :

To develop  ground water
Sources, 257 seepage wells have
been sunk during 1978-'79,

Wind Erosion:

Wind erosion control works
are taken up in the wind affected
areas in Bodinayakanur in Madurai
district. During 1977-78 1,633 hec-
tares and during 1978-'79 1, 632
hectares were benefited.

Soil Conservation:

Soil conservation work has been
taken on 39.620 hectares in 1977-"78
and 42.820 hectares have been

taken up in 1978-'79 in hilly areas
and plains.

Minor Irrigation:

During 197778, 4,172 tube
wells andk 2,6819 filter-point  wells
were sunk. n the year 1978-
79 4,692 tube wells {md 2,57887
ﬁlter-_point wells were sunk. More-
over in 1977-'78 2215 wells and
in 1978-°79 2,573 wells were deepened,

%

A number of changes have
taken place in the food front since
this Government came to power
two years ago and as a result of
the changes in the food policy of
the centre.

The Southern Food Zone con-
stituted in October 1976 comprised
of the states of Tamil Nadu, Andhra,
Karnataka. and Pondichery and
excepting Kerala. In 1977, the
Government of India wanted to
ascertain the views of other State
Governments whether Kerala could
be included in the Southern Food
Zone.

Tamil Nadu and Kerala con-
sume mainly boiled rice. Raw rice
is taken by a majority in Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka.  This
Government was afraid that the
interests of Tamil Nadu would be
affected if Kerela was included ip the
zone. This Government categorically
pointed out to the Central Govern-
ment that if a large quantity of
boiled rice was sent to Kerela,
there was very little chance to
compensate it from Andhra and
Karnataka and  therefore, _the
Southern Food Zone could function
as before.

Even while negotiations were
going on, the Government of India,
without consulting the States or
intimating them in advance passed
orders in October, 1977 that the

hole country will form a single
Food Zone. Tamil Nadu which
had become self-sufficient in rice
was afraid that Tamil Nadu may
become deficit and the results
will be adverse by the formation of
a single zonal system. This was

brought to the attention of the
Government of India. The Tamil
Nadu Government has  come
forward to implement this new
policy whole heartedly, since the
Centre has given the assurance
that the interests of the state will
not be affected by the new policy
made on an All India basis. Tamil
Nadu has been functioning as a
separate food zone with the exception
of Kerala and one cannot absolutely
foretell the consequences of the new
policy of: treating the country as a
single zone. Yet, we were qble to
manage the food situation in the
state tolerably.  This only speakes
of the foresight and pragmatism
of the successful policy making of
the Government.

When the state wa; readjusting
o the new policies, the unpreced-
Lntcd cyclog: and .ﬂoods which
lashed Tamil Nadu in 1977 at the
fag-end of the year, created untold
sufferings. This was taken as a
challenge and immediate action was
taken and creative work was carried
on peacefully. The Tamil Nadu
Government had come out success-
full in the food front. Despite
the cyclone, and flood, there was
no scarcity of rice, there was no
pricehike, no shortage of rice in ;he
open market, the public distribution
system was carried on smoothly.
One of the notable achievements
of this Government is that it has
tackled the rice problems efficiently
thereby removing any anxiety.

Food situation:
Various measures have been

taken to increase the food produc-
tion and as a result rice production

(~

has gone up to 64 lakh tonnes.
This is sufficient to meet the demands
of the state. The Government has
decided to continue the public dis-
tribution system to control the open
market price of rice and keep the
rice supply steady throughout the
year at a fixed fair price without
allowing its being subjected to the
vagaries of open market forces.

[t is heartening to note that
when the Government has completed
two years of services to the people,
the food situation is normal, there is
sufficient stock of rice and supply
through public distribution system
will be at fair prices, and there will
be no shortage during off -season.

The Government has created
a smooth and congenial atmosphere
for the free operation of the private
trade in food grain, while it has
decided to continue the public
distribution system. Changes have
been made in the procurement policy
without affecting the interests of the
farmers. .

Before 1979, there was comp.ul-
sary procurement system, which
has been removed now. Eormerly
every district was condsidered a
separate zone and there were res-
trictions to take rice outside 'the
zonal limits. Now these restrictions
have been lifted and rice could be
taken from one district to anot_her.
All the restrictions have been lifted
since 11th May 1978 and there 18
free movement of rice and paddy
throughout Tamil Nadu. -Due to
compulsory procurement, private
traders were banned from whole
sale trade in rice. The surplus



rice had to be sold compulsorily
to the Government in the respective
districts. Today the ban on whole-
sale dealers in rice and paddy has
been lifted. Wholesale rights have
been given. A wholesale dealer
can take rice from one district to
another. The conditions and bans
laid on retail dealers also have been
lifted. The retail dealers can pur-
chase rice and paddy directly from
whole-sale dealers  The condition
that a certificate from a Government
Officisl is to be obtained to bring rice
for personal use has been removed.

With the removal of all these
bans restrictions and conditions the
farmers can move paddy and rice
from one place to another and
sell it at a profitable price.

Shortage and Control:

Controls are necessary when
tl_Iere is shortage and as a result
difficulties are inevitable, Shortages,
controls and difficulties were the
order of the day in the previous
regime. Today ,a situation prevails
where there are no shortages, no
necessity for controls, the difficul-
ties faced by the public removed
and there is plenty and prosperity,
a special achievement indeed.

Governmentis very keen toensure
that the farmers receive remunerative
paddy price, bearing in mind the
cost ot cultivation. The Centre
fixes the procurement price on the
basis of the recommendations made

by the Agricultural Prices Commis-

sion.

During ﬁ1977-'78,
quesuon of fixing prices ca
the Governmemgof ot

curcmem p]‘ices
raised. The Centre

varely of paddy to Rs. §5
quintal as against
Quintal,

Centre on

Rs. 74/-

when the

Tamil Nadﬁ; N

emphatically pleaded that the pro-
be Sl;':stamively to gratity the f,
orders to raise the price f<s>r giﬁg ize that g
(- per

The prices fixed by lt):ne &r,lce should be fixed
an All-India basis will :

Farmers gratified:

The question of fix
X _ iXin
ment price for 1978.°79 wags fervoiggv:
adSeptember 1978.  The Tam
plea(tll dGove{nment once agai
€d to raise the price of padd

to émphasize that fhy . oRlOUe

price of paddy should
be
on the cost of production ang tl)(ij

on par witt

be applicable to all other states.

The Centre

procurement price on any account
in the form of bonus or additiona}
amount or in any other form

has also made it
clear
that the State should not raise the

Whil i i
o raisel cteh;éleadmg with the Centre

Procurement pr;
Ezcri;iy ,t}?e Government hasp;lriit:é
2 se(l)lm atmosphere for the farmers
i sl paddy at a profitable price
o © open markets, Ty 1975
re was Compulsory Procurement

for Sambha

paddy. Free -
ment of paddy and rice from di::o'v:
Was curbed at ope time e

A levy of 20% in
)% the
p:gdgeanq 1077 in the case c:fs_erig:
moves e[r} Imposed when they were
115 eg rom Surplus-districts, from
have trade levy and mill levy
have been removed. Today there
IS no restriction in the movement
of paddy and rice , Though the

ise the

ovgx‘;xrrllng the past two years the
e iment. of Tamil Nady has
i i ENSIVE steps to protect the
rise&ks of consumers, avoid price
€€p a vigil over {he Situation.

Till 1978, the Gov

. ’ e
foll_owmg the Centres’® ng:;em :‘;ai
policy. Accord i ¢ of the

ing to it out of the

“?

sugar produced 659, levy sugar
was sent for distribution and 359
of levy sugar was allotted for
sale in open markets. Under this
scheme, every month 19,000 tonnes
of levy sugar was sent to Tamil

Nadu . The price of levy sugar
was fixed at Rs. 2-30. After
August, 1978 the Centre made

changes in the distribution system
and removed the levy. As a result
a number of problems for sugar
mills, and the cane price the farmers
got was reduced,sugar was available
for the consumers in open 'market
at Rs. 2.10 to Rs. 2.60 per kilo.
The Government has got adequate
sugar stock even if the prices go up.

Therefore the traders from
defecit areas can directly buy from
farmers in surplus areas. 'Steps
have been taken for the free opera-
tion of trade without any restriction
or controls.

Levy is charged on paddy and
rice that is moved out of the State.
This levy which was 50 % in Ocober
1978 has been cut to 20%, . Durning
1978, the Thanjai Kuravai crop was
permitted to. be taken to other
states without any levy. This was
done to enable the farmers to make
a profit in open markets,

Necessary steps were taken to
safeguard the food-situaivon and
the interest of the consumers and
at the same time facilities were
made for the farmers to sell paddy
at profitable prices.

On this basis, for rice millers,
a ceiling was fixed for stocking
paddy and rice for sale which
was raised substantively , Whole-sale
traders in Rice Mill have been per-
mitted to procure 2,400 quintals of
paddy and other whole sale traders
750 quintals at a time. This step
has been taken to ensure higher
prices for farmers.

Price of Rice: )

The price of boiled rice con-
sumed by a majority was Rs. 2.40
to Rs. 3.90 per kilo. in 1975 and as
against this it is sold at Rs. 1.40 to
Rs. 1.90 per Kilo to-day. The
price of fine variety of boiled rice
is Rs. 1-50 to 1-90 per Kilo. The
price level is lowest when compared
to the prices during the previous
years.

The prices of millet is Rs. 0.80
1o, Rs. 1.20 per Kilo. This is lower
tham:"the price that prevailed five
years azo.

S

Tamil Nadu is a deficit state
in pulses. The demand for Tur
Dhal is more than 2 lekh tonnes.
The production of Tur Dhal in
Tamil Nadu is only 35,000tonnes.
The demand of Red gram is also
more than 2 lakhs and the pro-
duction is only 5,0000tonnes,

The, demand for Blackgram exceeds
Ug_?()‘?r’lcs but only 32,000 tonnes
are” produced. The total demand
of pulses for the state 1s more than
6 lakhs but the production is less
than 1 lakh. To meet the deficit
of 5 lakhs, pulses have to be im-
ported from  Punjab, Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh, Maharastra, Madhya
Pradesh and Andhra. Two years
ago the price of Tur Dhal was
Rs.4.20 to Rs.5.20per Kilo nowsell
at Rs. 3.65 to Rs. 5-00. The price

of Red gram was Rs. 2.70 to Rs.3.10.
The price has gone up to Rs. 2.80
to Rs. 3.20. To regulate the prices
of pulses, the co-operative and the
consumers Association have taken
steps to buy large quantities Afrom
surplus states for distribution.

Prices of Oil:

The price of grouadnut oil

was Rs. 10.10to 11.65 till 1977 is
now sold at Rs. 6.60 to Rs. 7.60 per
Kilo. The rules regulating the ex-
port of oils have been liberalised
and therefore the prices of processed
oil is kept under control. Gingelly
oil is sold at Rs. 7.15 to Rs. 8.80
as against Rs. 9.00 to Rs. 10.40 per
Kilo three years ago.

Chillies was sold between Rs.8/-
and Rs. 11/- is being sold at Rs.7/-
to Rs. 10/-. There is increase in
price in tamarind. Tamarind was
sold at Rs. 2.80 to Rs. 4.50 is now
being sold at Rs. 3.50 to Rs. 5.50.
There is a defecit in Tamarind and
the demand is met from the neigh-
bouring States of Andhra, Kar-
nataka, Bihar, Orissa etc., The
price of coriander is between Rs.
2.40 to Rs. 3.50.

A number of trade regulations
have been passed to control hoaiders,

3 to Thanjavur,
* nelveli and Dharmapuri districts.

middlemen and speculators. The
freedom of the merchants is not
restricted and a conducive atmo-
sphere has been created to protect
the interests of the comsumers also.

The Government has chalked
out a programme to open a fair
price shop in every village so that
the essential commodities may be
available at fair prices.

There are 16,600 revenue
villages in Tamil Nadu. Among
them there are 925 inhabited villages.
5,800 shops were selling rice, wheat,
and sugar. Other necessary groce-
ries were also sold. These shops
were gradually converted tinto fair
price grocery shops. Under this
scheme fair price shops will be
opened in 10,000 villages.

This scheme will be extended
South Arcot, Tiru-

Shops have been opened in
9,381 wvillages out of the 10,000
villages. The work will be comple-
ted in another two months.

This scheme will help to buy
and sell the produce on the spot
by the co-operative and the con-
sumer’s association.

Kerosene:

The Central Government allo-
cates Kerosene to all the states.
The supply of Kerosene during
January 1979 was lesser and it has
been reduced further in the months
of February, March and April.
Therefore to distribute it properly,
family cards have been issued
through consumer  co-operatives
and supplied to the public. This
system has reduced the shortage of
Kerosene.

The Government has been
foll.owing an integrated food policy
which protects the interests of the
farmers, traders and consumers.

time when the
food problem was astute. At
present the situation has been
completely changed. Today there
is peace, plentyand self-sufficiency in
the food front. We are placed in
a comfortable position dueto the
co-operation of the public, farmers
and traders. The people of Tamil
Nadu and the Government can take
a legitimate pride for having created
a comfortable positicn in the food
front in the past two years. ®

There was a
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HUMANTARIAN APPROACH
BY GOVT,

THE main grievance of the
Agriculturists has beenthe cost of
power used for agriculture. There
was an agitation in 1970, one in
1972 and again in 1978,

In 1971 the power tariff was 9
paise per unit. It was increased to
12 paise per unit with effect from
1-1-1972 by the previous regime and
an agitation was then mounted
against the Government in July 1972.
After the agitation the Government
reduced the cost of power used for
agricultural pumpsets to 11 paise per
unit for consumption above 100
units. But subsequently the D.-M.K.
Government, raised it to 14 paise per
unit in October, 1974 and again 1n
September, 1975 to 16 paise per
unit,

Immediately after the present
Government came to power, one of
the first steps taken by the Govern-
ment was to reduce the power tariff
from 16 paise to 14 paise per unit
for small farmers, even though this
resulted in an additional loss of
Rs. 2.5 crores to the Electricity
Board, which was already incurring
a loss of Rs. 40 crores per annum
by subsidised rates for agricultural
use.

In December, 1977 the Govern-
ment constituted a Committee con-
sisting of officials and non-officials

including members from the Agri-
culturists Associations under the
Chairmanship of a senior L.AS.
officer to consider the matters relat-
ing to (i) Electricity tariff for agri-
cultural pumpsets ; (ii) Procurement
prices of paddy; (iii) Concessions
with regard to repayment of loans;
and (iv) Fixation of minimum prices
for agricultural produce. This was
aHighLevelExpert Committee giving
representation to experienced agri-
culturists.

Concessions in December 1977

Simultaneously with the consti-
tution of the Committee, the Govern-,
ment also announced a series of
concessions to the agriculturists.

A number of benefits already
being allowed to the farmers after
the present Governmant assumed
power are :

(i) Procurement  price for
paddy was enhanced to
Rs. 90 per quintal for coarse
variety and Rs. 95 per quin-
tal for medium quality.

(ii) The interest payable on Co-
operative loans was re-
duced from 12.6% to 12%
Penal integest was also re-
duced ;

(iii) Pesticides are being distri-
buted with 25% concess-
ion for cotton and bajra
crops in Coimbatore and
Madurai districts ;

(iv) For cane with 8.5% Sugar-
content, even though the
All India Price is Rs. 85
per tonne, this Government
fixed Rs. 100 to Rs. 125
per tonne as payable by Co-
operative Sugar factories.

Again with a view to help the
agriculturists, the Government an-
nounced in the Legislative Assembly
on 7-4-1978 the postponement of
the collection of Co-operative loans
for a period of two months ti]l the
harvest then going on in some areas
in the State was completed. The
Government also announced that
the small farmers would receive
power at 14 paise per unit.

APPROACH OF THE ASSOCIA-
TION :

Even while this announcement
was made on the floor of the Assem-
bly on 7-4-1978, certain sections of
the Tamil Nadu Agriculturists’
Association stepped up their violent
activities. The tactics used by the
agitators were to place road blocks.
paralyse traffic, to blow up culverts
by using gelatine sticks and to burn



‘transport buses. They also resorted
to cutting open the roads and cons-
tructing mud-walls across the road.
The unlawful activities indulged in
by certain violent elements in the
name of agriculturists’ agitation was
pre-planned to upset law and order
and create anarchy in the State.
The blowing up of bridges with
explosives, gelatine, etc. could hard-
ly be the work of poor, innocent
agriculturists. Experienced agita-
tors were at work in the destruction
of bridges and culverts, burning of
buses etc. something which no unso-
phisticated farmer would either have
the means or the inclination of
attempting at.

The Government had to face
the agitation of the agriculturists
again in June 1978 in which the
Collectorates were picketed for 10
days from 12-6-78 demanding with-
drawal of cases registered against
agriculturists.

On 17-7-78, 16 agriculturists
stopped a P.T.C. bus and a Private
Milk van at Tamorapakkam junc-
tion in Chengalpattu District on
their way to Madras and off loaded
down 16 milk cans of the poor
farmers from the bus. Groups of
agriculturists held up the Renigunta-
Madras passenger at Kadambattur
on 18-7-78. A P.T.C. bus was
obstructed at Vanniam Chatram on
Tiruvellore-Redhills Road. Thus
the association sought to place an
Economic Blockade of Towns, putt-
ing both the City residents to scarcity
conditions and the rural producers
in a difficult situation of not being
able to sell their produce. At a
meeting at Salem on 28-2-79, the
Association called upon the Agricul-
turists to be prepared to paralyse
vehicular traffic all over the State if
the Collection of T. N. E. B. arrears
are forced upon them.

At Messiahpuram in Tirunelveli
district on 23-4-79 a Sub Inspector of
Police was hacked to death by a
violent mob.

The Association members prea-
ched violence and incited innocent
agricuitugists to attack Government
Officials going for Collection work
and to damage the jeeps in which
they travel and so on. They put
innocent children and women in the
front line of their violent demons.
trations and sought to immobilise
the Government machinery and be-
hind the screen of the innocent
children and women, they perpetrat-
ed acts of violence.

GOVERNMENT’S APPROACH :

But in spite of all these provo-
cations, the Government never adopt
ed a vindictive attitude to the agri-
culturists and time and again it
announced a series of concessions
for the agriculturists.

In April -May, 1978, the Chief
Minister and other Cabinet Ministers
held discussions with the Agricultu-
rists on as many as five occasions in
marathon sessions and came oyt
with the 10 Crores concessions :

The concessions announced in
May 1978 are :—

(i) Reduction of power tariff
from 16 paise to 14 paise
per unit for big farmers and
from 14 paise per unit to 12
paise per unit for small
farmers with effect from
1—6—1978

(i) Reduction of meter rent
from Rs. 5 to Rs. 4 p.m,
with effect from 1-6-78.

(iii) Facility for payment of
arrears of power charges in
instalments with one arrear

and one current bill to be
settled per month

(iv) Even though the 1978-79
Co-operative lending pro-
gramme is for a sum of
Rs. 140 crores which would
be possible only if repay-
ment of the loans to the Co-
operative Banks to the
extent determined by the
Reserve Bank is ensured it
was decided that no coer-
cive steps of distraint pro-
ceedings against small far-
mers for recovery of co-

operative loans would be
taken,

(v) In addition to the short
term Joan of Rs. 12 crores
already  converted as
medium term loans, the
Reserve Bank will be ap-
proached for similar con-
version of another sum of
Rs. 16 crores out of the
Rs. 121 crores of short
term loans issued in 1977-
78. It is also decided to
extend the three year period
of re-payment of medium
term Jloans to a 5 year
period for a sum of Rs, 14
crores outstanding in addi-
tion to the sum of Rs. 4.30

N
7

Crores medium term loans
already so extended.

(vi) Reduction of interest rates
for short term co-operative
loans 1o small farmers.

(vi) General Remission of 75 o
of the loan amount in res.
pect of failed wells dug
after 1971, In case of
sma!l ‘farmers it will be
remission of 90° of loan.
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The State Electricity Board
will be asked to provide
Power coannection to wells
dug with loans from the
Land Development Banks

even if they are unremune-
rative,

In addition to the postpone-
ment of loan in areas affect-
ed by floods and cyclone,
collection of only one jnstal
ment of Government loan
arrears in this Fasli will be
ordered in areas not affect-
ed by cyclone and floods.

Cess on certaip commercial
crops ordered for Fas)j | 386

Wwas already written o

this quernment in {f97b7y
Ip add}txon further collec-
lion of this cess will not
be made pending examina-
ton  of this issye by the
High Levej Committee.

Continuation of facili

purchase of paddy l:)‘;ytgg
State Civil Supplies Corpo-
ration directly from the
Tyots at the rate of Rs. 90
PEr quintal for coarse and
Rs. 95 for medium varieties.

No restriction or regulation
On movement of paddy or
rice within the State.

Free movement of ground-
nut to other States would
not be hampered.

Again the Government m

et th
members of the High Power Comf
mittee and the leaders of various
parties on 8-3-79 gnd announced

the followi :
the I lowing further set of concess-

Distraint proceedings will
not be resorted 1o for collec-

ton of Government dues

till the recommendatijons of

the High Power Committee
are received,

Arrears of electricity dues
may be Paid in instalments.
Electricity dis-connections

WIil 11uL ve lua}.w 1Us savoy
who received disconnection
notices if last month’s bill
is paid.

Disconnections al;eady
made will be restored if the
affected parties pay the bill
last received and the re-
connection charges.

They should pay one
month’s arrear each to-

gether with the current
month’s bill from April
onwards. Nointerest upto

31-3-79 on arrears will be
charged. Interest will be
waived for those who paid
the entire arrears and got
restoration of services after
disconnection.

These were the positive concess-
ions given to the Agriculturists who
had not paid their electricity dues
for years.

Again, the High Power Com-
mittee appointed by the Govern-
ment submitted its report on 15-5-79.
The Government immediately took
steps to consider the recommenda-
tions and announce a series of con-
cessions costing Rs. 40 crores per
annunt,

They are now famous as “ the
40 crores concessions for the Agri-
culturists > the like of which no
State Govt. has ever announced,

LABOUR AGITATION

Tamil Nadu is presenting a full
picture of industrial peace. The
policy of the Government is to en-
force strictly the provisions ol all
beneficial legislations and also to
bring in new provisions to safe-
guard the interest of the working
class and by that process reduce the
friction batween the workers and
managaments. With this object in
view, the Government have set up a
High Power Committee consisting
of the representatives of the Govt.
the Management and Trade Unions
and Legislators to suggest amend-
ments to the existing labour laws.

After the agitations of the
Workers. which took place in Madras
City and Chengalpattu  District,
particutarly in Padi area in 1977 the
state has settled down to a situation
of overall indusirial peace in the
State. The T. 1. Cycles Factory
has been restaricd at the instance
of the Government thus relighting
the homes and hearthsof thousands

L ) ictory.
The T. V. S.. Companies of Padi,
Dalmia Cements Factory, Dalmia-
puram and Simco Mzters, the BHEL
Factory, Tiruchirapalii have all been
settled.

There was near normalcy, except
for a sporadic strike or so in the
Textile Industry, Sugar Industry,
Power generation (Electricity Board).

The Government have also
issued orders for the withdrawal of
all pending cases on trial against the
labourers except those cases relating
to attempt to murder

The Government have always
been sympathetic to the problems of
labourers and they are keen on
settling them amicably through nego-
vations and conciliation b2iwesn
the management and workers.

The labour and management in
the Sugar Industry very quickly
settled their wage negotiaions and
are helping the Nation to march
forward. The State Government
lent its full suppor: to the settlement.
With a view to settle the sage nego-
tiations in the Textile Industry also,
with a view to avoiding the workers
going into a prolonged strike situa-
tion and avoiding a heavy produc-
tion loss, the Government have
gppointed a Tribunal at the level
of a retired High Court Judge
to go into the question in its entirety
and give iis recommendations.

STUDENTS’ AGITATIONS

students agitations always pose
tiicky problems. These students are
the future leaders, rulers, doctors,
engincers and advocates.  This
Government are aware that nothing
should beidone to arrestitheir develop
ment for future leadership.. When
their agitations sometimes take a
violent turn, their violence should
not hurt the common man, the
innocent public or any other people,
who are not concerned with them.

This year 1978-79 was free
from student agitations, thanks to
the positive steps the Government
took on various fronts to help solve
the various problems of the Student
Community.

A conference of transport
officials, parents and representatives
of students was held by the Trans-
port Ministzr on 14-7-1978. A new
scheme of liberalise? “us passes for
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students in the City (and sub-urbs
of Madras City in Saidapet Taluk)
was announced on 17-7-1978,

On various occasions when
certain students clashed with the
bus crew and or the public, the
Government took a balanced view
keeping in mind the need to develop
the minds of the students on right
lines.

This Government have al-
ways been tackling students agitation
with sympathy, alertness and prompt
ness. This Government have been
very considerate in dealing with
their real problems. Mutual consul-
tations with the students, Principals,
parents are always taken up for
reaching amicable everlasting solu-
tions. The Chief Minister has him-
self participated in a number of
meetings and met personally the
students’ representatives to solve
their problems.

Thanks to all these mea
sures, the student community has
also largely benefited in the last
yeat and the year 1978-79 was
largely an year of peace in the
schools and Colleges. The students
and the teaching community and
the Government's approach to the
students’ problems deserve full credit
for this state of affairs. PS




THE Community Development felt needs, they will in time give a 1976-77

was introduced as a measure for the
all round development at our rural
community. Community develop-

ment  represents an approach
to planned change that seeks
to evoke, stimulate and acti

vate in the people to attain increas-

ingly higher standards of living.

good account of themsetves. It is
also a programme of active parti-
cipation. It seeks to stimulate and
activate the entire community, with
a view to securing its involvement
in programmes of development.
Panchayat Unions are the statutory
institutional structures ensuring the

It is intended to be a self-help pro- achievement of these objectives.

gramme, but it does not rule out
limited, but active participation of

The financial outlay involved,

Governmental agencies in suppor- in the administration of various

ting people’s initiative
augmenting their resources.

The proximate aim of this

and schemes in the Panchayat Unions

during the past two years will be
in the order of Rs. 276 crores.

effort is to bring about improvements Financial and Physical Achievements:

in thg economic ,social and cultural
conditions of communities under

The financial outlay involved

the programme, but in the long In the Panchayat Development Pro-
run the process aim at integrating Sramme has been steadily increasing.
these communities into the main Ihe details of the provisions made
stream of national life and enabling from 197475 onwards and the
them to contribute fully to national 2average provisions per block allot-

progress.

Community Development ap-
proach visualises a sector of plan-
ning and development which could
largely be left to the initiative of
the people themselves. Itisassumed
that people understand their local 1974-75
needs best, and that given the oppor-
tunity to work for meeting their 1975-76

ment are as follows:

Average
Year Provisions  Provision
(Rupees in  per
Lakhs)  block
1,04,22.05 27.87
1,11,23.87 29.74

1,16,25.40 31.08
1977.78 1,32,55.30 35.44
1978-79 1,43,07.36 38.25
1979-80 1,81,56.90 48.55

. This is a clear indication of the
importance attached to the Rural
Development in order to fulfill
the aspirations of the people.

The Panchayat Union Councils
have put up greater efforts in mobili-
sing local resources by way of local

cess surcharge and this i1s evident

from the fact that the incentive
provided by the Government by
way of local cess charge, Matching
Grant has been steadily increasing
year after year and for 1979-'80,
Rs. 1700 lakhs has been provided
as Local Cess surcharge Matching
Grant. All the Panchayat Union
Councils have also levied the sur-
charge on entertainment and show

tax which is expected to yield about
Rs. 115 lakhs in 1979-)’,80.

_ The main aim of this Government
IS 1o provide protected drinking
water supply to all in the villages.
And as per its aim it has completed

the followin i
two years g8 works in the past

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
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1. Ground level water tanks 454

2. Overhead water tanks 440

3. Automatic pressure tanks 91

6. Deep bore wells 602
7. Deepening of cxisting
wells 512

Link roads are still to be pro-
vided for some of the villages.
On the basis that link roads will
raise the standard of living of the
people, the State Government, the
Central Government and the Pan-
chayat Unions together have pro-
vided link roads with an outlay of
Rs. 80 lakhs for 1978 and Rs. 80
lakhs for 1979.

The allotment for link roads
is now being utilized for improving
the existing link roads by giving up

& § new formation of roads.

Schools

A grant of Rs. 20,000 and
Rs. 307000 is being given as aid to
the Elementary and Higher Ele-
mentary Schools by Government.
Besides, the following schools are
also maintained.

1. Schools without own build

Cyclone and Flood Relief Works:

The cyclone and floods had
caused damage to minor irrigation
works, lakes, Panchayat Union roads
and schools resulting in a loss
running into crores. Renovation
of these works have been taken up.
The Government has granted a
subsidy of Rs. 36.8 lakhs.

Non-Formal Education:

The scheme for non-formal
education for the age-group of 6-14
is at present implemented in Pan-
chayat Unions from their surplus
funds in order to cater to the needs
of ‘‘dropouts” who generally be-
fong to the economically backward
sections. Besides these centres the
Government through the Education
Department and also voluntary
Agencies are running many centres
for such purpose. 780 centres are
functioning in Panchayat Unions
having surplus funds. An hono-
rarium of Rs. 50 per mensém is
paid for each teacher who runs the
centre. The financial commitment
involved in running 780 centres is

ing (Elementary schools) 436 Rs. 4.68 lakhs. There is a proposal
4. Hand Pumps 3034 to open 220 additional centres from
2. Newly built schools with the surplus funds of Panchayat
5. Open Wells 1,488 own buildings  (Higher Unions where such centres have not
. Elementary Schools) 3{ been opened so far. .
»
TAMIL NADU

Salt Corporation Limited
MADRAS — 600 017

PRODUCTION
AREA OF THE AFTER EMPLOYMENT
' - s ECT COST COMPLETION L
PROJECTS FRO! PROJECT OF THE OPPORTUNITY |
PROJECT
(N ACRES) (IN TONNES)
Mariyur Valinokkam Salt Complex,
VALINOKKAM POST,
Mudukulathur (Taluk), Rs. 145 5566 2.4 1500
Ramanathapuram (District). LAKHS LAKHS PERSONS
Maravakadu—
Vadakadu Salt Project, ABOUT
PATTUKOTTAI (Taluk) Rs. 2 5400 1.5 1000
Tanjore (District). CRORES LAKHS

PERSONS
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, scheme of ‘.Flexible Complementing > was
g mgtroduced with effect from the Ist October,
1978. Under this scheme, employees on comp-
letion of 10 years’ service in a post will auto-

matically move to Selection Grade/Special
Grade/Higher posts. P

The Scheme of House Rent Allowance has been
rationalised. House Rent Allowance which
\\ias being given as percentage of pay has been
allowed on pay range basis. Ceilings for the
eligibility of House Rent Allowance in mofussil
have been removed. Recovery of rent from
employees occupying the Government of
beovernn_lent supported accommodation has

en revised with reference to the gradadon of
places instead of the practice of rent being

m(c)\er:‘red at a uniform rate of 109 for all the

Minimum pension has been rajse
- d to Rs. 100
- » sea DT mensem from Rs. 50 per mentsen!ll.S ’{‘he
‘‘‘‘‘ =y = MW cXisting pensioners have been allowed an
T increase of 5% of the basic pension subject to a
minimum of Rs, 10 and maximum of Rs. 25.

. _ The restriction of dedycting pensi o~ .
The Third TamilNadu Pay Commission which /’//,/”//:/”/,/’ sion  equivalent of Degtg—cisgxi?gfcrgégt et
was constituted in August, 1977 submitted ’//,’///,%,/4 Gratuity from the terminal leave salary at the ' ..
its report to the Government in July, 1978, 4”//,’/’//’4 time of retirement has been removed o
The r_ec%mbmel;dations of the Commission were ,:”//,:’4,:”/,, The mini |
examined by the Government and orders issued. %77 € minimum family pension has been i d
On e b ,//,é///, from R, _n mncrease
Con;gﬁsggf\l»s &fetl:}i‘;ic;m(r)r;el;c;;ngg;]eosf Jvl;: ’/////’/Z////:z’/ Rs, 3(1){0 tiO :{)S_R;{)éoo;:;i‘lhe maximum from The.developmemal activities of  income-group people have been sanc- Rs. 3.00 crores is proposed to be
reduced to 20 fi e 7% has been ex y Y pension scheme the Tourism Department has been tioned for Ooty, Kodaikanal, Court built in Madras for which the State
1 rom 76. The new pay-structure 7277 . tended to the employees of pre 1964 I ified i 1 1 d H kkal at a total G h lua-
which was linked to the All India Consumer 7% period also. P! enlarged and intensified in the last tallam an ogenakkal at a tota overnment has given a very valua
Price Index 320 was given effect to from th 7 two years. Theoutlay in1975-76was cost of Rs. 28 lakhs. Work on ble piece of land to the Government
Ist April, 1978 e %% The age of retire ; * only Rs. 22.70 lakhs. It has risen these is to start shortly. of India at a nominal cost.
’ ' ‘ 7 55 years to 58 '2:‘:: has been increased from 10 46.10 lakhs during 1977-78 and _ The Youth
While fixing the pay in the new scales with . years. 92.55 lakhs during 1978-79. The The environs of the Ooty . 1h¢ "OM ha:*ggte‘ rn by
effect from the Ist April, 1978 the emplo l /’//,/”//”// The amount of bicycle adva issi specific achievements are as follows - lake has been developed and beaut- ed witl? the result th [ertmhpopu cnue
were allowed a special fitment ben ﬁtpfysess ”//’//:’// Government servants h br;ce admissible to ; fied under the Hill Area Develop from the Youth Hal lehre'vcn.ue
of the existi - ent o ./0 //,”/,4/’/ Rs. 600 f as been increased to For the first time a syste- ment Programme at a total cost of u osfel have in-
isung pay, the minimum benefit being % rom Rs. 400. matic Tourism potential survey was Rs. 15 lakhs and this includes creased and the study team appoint-
Rs. 20 and the maximum Rs. 130. Employees 7 » P ecti %4 lv- : ities for the touri d ed by the Govt. of India had adjudg-
have been allowed the option to come to th 75 Government servants upto L made and a perspective plan involv-  better amenities for the tourists an od it as one among the best in th
new scales (with this special fitment b tﬁe ///”//”/:/’// have been made eli ib? {‘a pay limit of Rs. 350 ing an outlay of Rs. 20 Crores was a beautiful garden near the lake. countr ng the best in Te
upto the 31st March, 1979. The pay e?e ht) - the cost of text boc;gks ; Ol'hl‘elmburSemcm of drawn up and sent to the Govern- Y
employees was fixed in the new scafei‘aod the /”///”///’Z// their children studyin p_urcsased by them for ment of India who were requested to Telescope  Houses : = Two The tourist attracti i
arrears due o o o [he oW o8 nd the o This concession | y dg In Standards [ to X. take this perspective plan schemes telescope houses have been commiss- ' /7., urist  attractions in
St Apni, were paid. 7 Grade Gove $ admissible to all the Last for consideration while finalising ioned at Kodaikanal which has outh India and particularly Tamil
The Government have ordered that the D ://”///’//:/Z// their basic p::{mem Servants irrespective of the Sixth Five Year Plan. The proved very popular among ' the ir:a;%ueiw ergoc?lxtrlparatw‘:}tyhugknown
Allowance formula of the G the ?”‘955 %7 7 Govt. of India have indicated that tourists. Similar _telescope houses 0 rfegnof :‘h r;.es.' ith the result
be adopted in foture r: o.veg;meggo India //,,”/,,,’//,,/’/ The ceiling for the qu: - they will take up in the Central have been sanctioned for Ooty, an);e 0 1 d'e' ?‘:e‘%mOUTlStS who
for the difference in the ;llllit? de' s 77 was enhanced fr i Rarom of festival advance sector  the _development of two  Coonoor and Yercaud. E:l‘o remed nthl'a (;“?te e oo
Price Index to which e nt u} Consumer . om Rs. 250 to Rs. 300, tourist centres, namely Mahabali- N _ . dae y 1his delect we implement-
pay scales are linpg the Centra and State  ZZH7 Government puram and Kanyakumari. Master ~  The amenities for tourists o t)’golgfgmf}‘eb called “Destination
Dearness Allowance after the rst instalment of 727 Lo retire fr Ome’np!oyees have been permitted Plans have also been drawn up for in Yercaud have been enlarged and a }(\)UA' [“ ia” in collaboration wit}
been given—with offect ﬁ_ompaﬁ revision has % of & qualify service voluntarily on completion places like Mahabalipuram, Ooty boat house with restaurant facilities ‘I fr ’_rr ndia and the Government of
1979 at the following rates - the 1st April, 7%  sionary benylgg service of 20 years with pen- and Kodaikanal. are nearing completion. 1'1‘ ia Tourism Department. Unde
g : /,,”//,”/,f//, tomar s u:]'tgs‘w“h a weightage upio 5 years . ' :‘ is programme 40 Travel Writer:
Upto Rs. 650 2.5% of ,:’//,”’//,”//, qualitylng service. A Tourist Information A systematic effort has been from all parts of the world wer
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Rs. 30 per month. z//:/,,;//,,;// Oouvseersn?;egia Servants constructing or buying These Tourist Information Centres R:::;ggpa;?n;‘r)l; l%'ri‘;alim;(iagv;awflfg‘é ?adu has bee b the Lhe it:(:ire;se
. 5 2% Ces to whi : r i py o cope up with the increas¢ o\n
To mitigate the severity of stagnation among :4,;’//,::’/,;, ;0& allowagce Is not a(cl*r\nitstgbﬁngrf g&g::;a; are 1o be opened shortly work is to start shortly. of "ag‘;, \Be have been pressing th
various categories of Government servants, the 4//4/:/”////”/, lio“te of 15 in the rate of interest payable on Schemes to provide dormi- At our instance, a Janatha Government of India, as well as th
Z”/:%Z/”/, ‘ s¢ Building Advances, ° tory accommodation to the low- Hotel involving an investment of Air India to route more internation:
‘ 2% %%
\- . S-T ’
G \



flights through the Madras Airport
as well as toenlarge the facilities at
the Madras Airport.

The Tourism Department
participated in a very effective man-
ner both in the TAAI Convention at
Bangalore as well as at the PATA
Convention held at Delhi. Some
of the delegates to these conferences
visited our State as our Guests and
these have also contributed to the

increase in the tourist flow to Tamil
Nadu.

The whole range of publicity
material like the brochures, posters
and picture post cards have been
up-dated, modernised and a better
quality publicity materials have been
brought out in the last iwo years.
This high quality literature have
been distributed not only to other
States in India but also 10 the over-
seas -offices of the Govt. of India
Tourism Department as well as the
Air India Offices abroad.

_ In order to strengthen the
field staff, a new Tourist Office has
been sanctioned for Chidambaram.

Tourist complexes at Poom-
pubar and Panchalamkurichi have
been recently transferred to the
control of the Tourism Department
and we are chalking out certain
developmental plans to improve the
facilities in these places.

With a view to encourage
domestic tourism, we have drawn
up plans to set up district excursion
centres in all the districts and this
will be implemented with the help
of other Departments in stages.

The work of the Tourism
Department and the Tourism Deve-
lopment Corporation has drawn
commendation from no less a person
than the Secretary to the Govern-

ment of India in the Tourism
Ministry.

TAMIL NADU TOURISM DEVE-
LOPMENT CORPORATION

The organisational  structure
of the Corporation was strengthened
and several reformatory steps were
taken. As a result of this, the Cor-
poration has earned a net profit
for the first time, in 1978-79 and this
net profit is after allowing for depre-
ciation, interest on loans, etc. The
turn over of the Corporation which

was about Rs. 67 lakhs in 1976-77
has crossed Rs. one crore in 1978-79.

As part of the programme to
build motels along the important
national highways, a motel at Rani-
pet was commissioned in September
1978 and the second motel at

Ulundurpet is nearing completion,

cweny
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The Tourist
all the places are bei

s.ages. During the last year, new
facﬂmes. were added at Kodaikanal,
Madurai and Yercaud. Expansion
%f programmes of other Tourist

ungalows are being implemented in
stages,

Bungalows in
ng expanded in

Sanctien has been accorded
for the construction of a large
Tourist Bungalow at Madurai at a
cost of Rs. 30 lakhs and another
Tourist Bungalow at Coimbatore at
a cost of Rs. 22 lakhs. Work on

these two projects is to commence
shortly.

The Transport Wing of the
Corporation has been reorganised
and the package tours have been
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rationalised with the result

month is on instead of 4 package
tours previously. As a result of
this, the revenues from the Trans-
port Unit has increased considerably.

. It is also proposed to appoint
Sclling Agents in overseas centres
for these package tours.

The fleet strength of the

Transport Unit has also been in-

that8 creased and a new airconditioned
package tours are offered in a ¢oach is also being added to the

fleet.

The Tourist Trade Fair
conducted by the Corporation at
Madras was conducted on much
more elaborate scale in the last two
Jyears as reflecited in the increased
profits from the Fairs. In the last
two years, the Corporation also
conducted the Chithirai Tourist
Fair at Madurai which was acclaim-
ed by the public of Madurai..

The whole range of publi-
city literature has been updated and
modernised by the Corporation.

The Corporation has a pro-
gramme o start a separate Souvenir
Division for which preliminary ¥ction
has been taken.

A Tourist  Information
Counter has been opened in the
Corporation Office t0 answer en-
quiries from the Tourists. *




FOREST AND MINERAL WEALTH

Rs. 239 Lakh has been earmarked for pianting of
trees to increase forest wealth,

A Rubber Plant is being set up in Kan nyakumari.
Tamil Nadu Minerals Corpofation with investment
of Rs. 1-Crore has been formed.
POWER GENERATION
Power generation has incréased in the past two
< years by 156-Crore units. _
83,000 agricultural pumpsets have been put up.
Kadambarai Pumped Storage Power Project,
e o : discarded in the past, has gone now on stream
3¢ B28 & - | . HEALTH SERVICE
BTN ‘ R \ i Specialised medical units in the fields have

FLOOD RELIEF MEASURE

In Dec. 1878-2,10,800 persons affected by the
flood in the state received 50 kilos of rice each.
SOCIAL BENEFITS

Increase of stipend to house-surgeon ranging

from Rs. 25/ to Rs. 125/-

For the first time Government have fixed

minimum wages for workers in printing presses and
transport workshops and porters in'shanties and shope.
Families of toddy tappers, scavengers and

workers engaged in sinking of wells who die

while performing their duties will now receive

Rs. 5.000/- ex-gratia payment from the
Government.

increase in the emolument of

By,

been expanded in Government Hospitals in places

g x : I ¥ - L like Coimbatore and Madurai. S:ev: me:t Officials to the. tune of Rs. 37 Crore have-
M AR HARIJAN WELFARE Retirement age has been raised from 55 to
CHlNG AHEAD IN A separate Harijan Welfare department has been 58 years.

Government officials family pension has been
increased from Rs. 50 to Rs. 100.

Interest-free advance is provided to the
Government Officials for thair Chiidren's
education.

Officers and men of police service who die
while peiforming their duties will get Rs. 10,000
ex-gratia payment in addition to Rs. 10,000/-
applicable to Government officials.

INDUSTRIES

in the past two years several closed industrial
units have been re-opened through the efforts of
Government.and Employment provided once again
to nearly 10,000 workers. ;

THE FOOT PRINTS OF

Stuqentfs of ;ch:dul? caste apd sche?ulegft;:‘b;f
recetve free higher education irrespectiv
THE GREAT LEADERS TAMILNADU

GAVE TO THE NATION Tha gratf R 1000y 1 h caseo  shormen
UNDAUNTED BY AGITATIONS,
OVER COMING HURDLES

THE PRESENT GOVERN
ITS TWO YEARS OF SErihriV

OF
TO THE PEOPLE HAS M

Y
ACHIEVEMENTS TO IT
HERE ARE A FEW. S CREDIT

In the last two

genuine fishermen get motor fishing vessels.
EDUCATION

TRANSPORT
State Government Transport Corporations have
A separate university of technolo
) named af
Peraringnar Anna has been establsi,.:hedr.n et

earned a profit of Rs. 416.70 Lakhs in 1977-78
TamilCultural Centré has been set up.

and Rs. 726.58 Lakhs in 1978-79.
* Children up to 5 years can now travel freely
Yo preserve and promote Tamil art ang cultur
: e
Sanction of U.G.C. scales of pay to college teachers

in Government buses.
Transport workers now get an increased wage
with sffect from 1.4.74,
One fourth of

and other concession to the tune of Rs. 5-Crore.
ENFORCEMENT OF PROHIBITION
i RURAL UPLIFT The Government have taken effective steps to
education, the annual budget is earmarked for
Coliegiate educa
the rural poor.

tion is now within easy reach of

Tamil script reform o

Thartre: o ‘ centre in overy ui| * Enforcement of prohibition
implemented. hanthai Periyar is being ‘;/‘O:;lft?_n of 1000, v village with a * Uplift of the oppressed
AGRICULTURE medical rehof, 1 ae 00 vy ovailable for rural and backward classes
New irrigation schemes of Rs. 25-crore h provided with empiavee . 3¢ artisans are ® Industrial growth

SeIENes - 25- ave been 1th employment o > .
:xzcuted to bring in 32,500 acres under cultivation, HANDLOOM-VILLAGE |pponunmes' *® Agricultural development
a dy productlof\ increased by 11 lakh tonnes. Sale of Kadh; increased NDUSTRIES * Rural development
High level committee has been constituted for tune of Rs. 2} ¢ro sed to the
suggesting solution of agriculturist | res.

A problems,
Commission granted to agriculturist last year

amounted to Rs. 10-crore and this year R .
crore to benefit 31-lakh agriculturisZsﬁ s 40
Power tariff reduced to the lowest for the
agriculturists.

A special committee has been appointed to provide
enhanced wages to agriculturists.

< C.

thel years over 14,000 mu
Fair Price-Shops have been opened

Protected water supply ¢
d provid

peopie living in 2350 villages.ed for
17,000 hand—.dumps have als i

0 0 been i
:h_e villages. 1325 miles of pucca roalgsl::{}:dbg
aid in. the rural areas. 920 villages haye b, "
linked with bus routes, oen
1400 new buses ply to far-
A mini-hwalth centre for gy

Itipurpose

over 10-lakh

flung interior v;

4 llages.
ory village, oo

up a'mini-health

Research has helped to
introg
::‘ndlo|om fc:;ath to compete wli]:ls;(i)l:y;:;gs'
€ sale of Handig :
Hangoe o Weaverg'm by CO-OPTEX (Tamilnadu

; 4 o- - .
increased in two years b;’%zf'a;g_ecrs:;lety) has

in the rural areas.

enforce prohibition and to curb illicit distillation.
HOUSING

One lakh houses in the rural areas through
Co-operatives at a cost of Rs. 40 crores.

Interest free loans, differential rates of interest,
subsidy to Harijans and rural poor.

Tamil Nudu Housing Board has a programme
for Rs. 25 crores this year to build houses for

Jow and middle income groups.
* Social justice
¢ Clean administration

* Protection to the Peasants
* Development of Tamil language
* Progress in education

""Anna’s Arasu’’ rededicates

to implement these programmes
peacefully

This Government
shall ever remain

a friend
of the poor.

‘Direc

-

tor of Information and Public Relations -

Do



Andhra Pradesh was made for the bills issued in another 3 days

power in exchange of Aluminium.

Ministerial level  discus-
sions have been held in November
>78 regarding allocation of power
to Tamil Nadu from Ramagundam
Super Thermal Station (1100 MW)

being established in Andhra Pradesh

with a time limit of 15 days for pay-
ment.

In order to extend electri-
city to weaker sections al§o, the
Government has since decided to
give power connection to hut dwel-
lers in rural areas at a flat rate

Aftcr a spcli of nearly 7 years ensured its successful completion

of serious power shortage the State before end of 1978-79. The pro-
freed itself from the throes of power ject was sanctioned in May 1973.

cuts since Ist July 1977. The

power cut in force till then was
lifted.

The power year of July
>77 to June 78 was absolutely
free from powercuts. A record
generation of 10,064 mu. was
achieved as compared to a genera-
tior of 8152 m.u. during 1976-77.

There has  therefore been
an increase of 1912 m.u. over the
previous year, accounting for 259
rise. This is indicative of the system
capacity to absorb more energy and
also the extent of demand that had
~ been suppressed earlier due to non-
availability of power.

Similarly during the 10
months period of July *78 to April
*79 the generation stood at 8757 m.u.
as against 8313 m.u. during the
corresponding period i.e. July 1977
to April 1978. There has been an
increase of 444 m.u. during this
period.

Clearance of Tuticorin Ther
mal Project III Unit (210 MV)
Scheme by the Centre was obtained
in September 1977 and works were
taken up immediately there after.

The Surulivar Hydro Elec-
tric Scheme (35 MW) in Madurai
District was commissioned byChief
Minister in August 1978. An in-
centive of one month pay as Bonus
was paid to all the staff engaged in
construction of the project and

Special efforts were taken
up to expedite works under Kundah
1V stage extension (110 MW) in
Nilgiris.  The 60 MW unit in
Kundha Power Station III wa
commissioned in February * 78.
The 50 MW unit in Kundha Power
House 1V was commissioned by
the Chief Minister in October 1978.
The completion of the Project is
significant as it adds a valuable
110 MW peaking capacity to the
grid at time when it is needed most.

Ennore Thermal  Station
(450 MW); the Board’s biggest
Thermal Station in the grid has
been subject to serious design defects
and operational problems; with-
major repairs carried out in colla-
boration with M/s. BHEL earlier-

the station registered a record gene Project (

ration of 440 MW in July 1978,

The Tuticorin

L Unit (210 MW) is getting read

S Government,

Thermal
Power Project (3x210 MW) when
completed would form the biggest Ministeri
thermal complex in the grid. The sionsh onal  level

Yy during

A decision !
of works in respect of Kadamparai
Pumped Storage Scheme (4 x 100MW
in Coimbatore District. was taken
in January 1978. Sanctioned in
March 1973, the Scheme was not

of resumptiont

taken up for execution due 1O
rethinking on the part of State
Designed to meet the
peculiar peaking problem of Tamil
Nadu Grid the Scheme is a novel
one, being the first of its kind for
the state. The Project activides
have been not only initiated but
the tempo stepped up considerably-
The scheme was inaugurated by
the Chief Minister in March 1979

' In orderto meet the grow-
ing demand for power within the
State, a number of new schemes
had been proposed to the Centre
for clearance and implementation
by the State. One of ihese schemes,
Lower Mettur Hydro Electroic
4x 30 MW) has been taken
up  for  implementation in
Deceqxber '78 in ancticipation of
Planning Commission’s approval.

discus-
ave been held with Karnataka

N 1978 ing i -
for commissioning. The II Unit tion of regarding implementa

is expected to be commissioned in
1979-80. The IH Unit will come

Activities sion

into stream in 1980-81.

Hogenakkal HEP,

The need for a quick deci-

. . on e i
in the Project have been significantly Atom Stablishment of a 2nd

stepped up in recent years. The (Tiru

s_estimated at yp w
t : The total ex-
penditure in the Project which stood

A )
y March 1977 increased ched with Kerala to gt s ur s

total project cost i
about Rs. 212 Cr.

at 51.06cr. b

t0 93.8 by March 1978 and to Rs. of 12

134.61 Tr. by March 1979,

ic Station at Kundankulam
nelveli Dt). has been taken
ith the Centre in November'77-

with Kerala to avajl a surplus

m.u. from December 78
to June 79,

N

. from 3 months to 1

A barter deal with-

under Central Sector. tariff of Rs. 2.50 per month.

The prospective consumsrs
have been put to a handicap
in the past as Department was 1n-

Tamil Nadu has_ more
plans for new thermal stations as

most of its hydro resources has gisting on the remunerative aspects
already been tapped. A Pproject of the scheme i.e. 107 return on
report for location of the neW (he capital outlay of the scheme.
Thermal Project in Mettur (2 X 210 This has since been completely

MW) has been sent to CEA in dispensed with mainly in respect
December 1978. Another Thermal of ‘aoricultural and L.T. industries

%

Project to be located in the North
Madras required is under investi-

&\
” N
gation. \\\\\\:\\:\\@
\ WY
As a short term measure N \\\:3\\\\:\\\\\\\\\ \
to tide over power deficits proposals =

for installation of 3 Nos. 71 MW
Gas Turbines have been sent to the
Centre in April 1979.

With a view to give ade-
quate importance to plan outlays
on power schemes the State Govern-
ment have stepped up the annual
plan outlay on power Rs. 75.45 Cr.
in 1976-77 from Rs. 89.64 Cr. in
1977-78 and to Rs. 114.12 Cr. in
1978-79 again to Rs. 152. Cr. in
1979-80.

The long standing grievan-
ces of agricultural consumers In
aspect of tariff were redressed by
‘a reduction in the rate of from 16
paise to 14 paise per nuit for small
farmers with effect from July, 1977.
The rates have again been reduced,
to 12 paise per unti for small farmers

and 14 paise for others from June
1978.

By way of rationalisation .

of existing tariffs the concessions jn order to facilitate speedy exten-
that were in force for a long time sjon of supply ot these categores
to special loads and major industries of consumers. Connections are
like Cement, caustic soda, Calcium also being given strictly on priority
Carbide, Aluminium, Fertilisers, of application. ~The consumers
Textiles etc. have been withdrawn are being advised of their priority
and suitable enhanced rates fixed so that they can get ready in time.

with effect from 1st May, 1979. ) )
The Rural  Electrification
Government issued orders Corporation have offered assistance
in November, 1978 reducing the jn the establishment of Rural Elec-
security deposit for H.T. consumers tric Co-operatives aimed at decentra-
month of Jisation of power to rural areas and
highest consumption during the promotion of rural elgcmﬁcauon
previous 12 months. Government and integrated economic deve}op—
have also ordered that in respect ment. Government have dec@ed
of these installations, the meter to avail this offer and theretore
reading should be taken within 3 ordered constitution of one Rural
days of the close of the month and Electric Co-operatives at Kumba-

2D

konam, Thanjavur District at a
share capital of Rs. 1.5 cr of which
Rs. 90 lakhs will be as loan from
REC.

Not - withstanding a  re-
cord energisation of pumpsets 30
far, a large number of applications
(about 2.5 lakhs) are pending for
disposal, due to several constraints.
A clear cut programme has been
drawn up to wipe off this heavy
backlog with a target of 259 ot
pending cases to be disposed off
annually.

For a long time mainte-

nance of street lights was a bone
of contention between TNEB and

local bodies; at
maintenance of street lights was
handed over completely to the
Panchayats/Municipalities. This
has since been modified based on

one stage the

representations from the  local
authorities themselves. The Govern
ment after careful consideration
have now decided to continue the
custody of the street lights by the
Panchayats but extended rendering
of assistance by TNEB.

Cyclic  billing which will
expedite issue of bills and collections
has been ‘introduced as a trial
measure in Erode System with cffect
from April 1978. The impact of
the same is being watched before
it could be extended to other systemsg
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through the Centuries

and so on — for homes, offices Art handed down

Lacquer. Glass, Papier-mache,
& institutions in India & abroad.

India’s largest Handicrafts network,
Poompuhar trains artisans. develops
new items & channels, and markets
art & utility Handicrafts in a wide
range of designs & materials — Stone,
Wood, Bronze, Brass, Copper. Betl
Metal, Ivory, Cane. Fabrics, Batik.

And that's only one facet of

Poompuhar

Clay...

of music, soft, lilting, and full of
cadence. There are many varieties of
this speech, musical, majestic, sub-
lime, but always arresting even today,
some 12 centuries after the last -
Pallava artist left Mamallapuram.
Poompuhar runs a major centre in

as it were. The speech 1s that
sculpture. Poompuhar creations, and  Shell,

also those of other expert sculptors,

Mamallapuram to promote the art of
are offered to you for sale at

DIVERSE ¢ onot

THE Co-operative movement
strives to serve the people in their
diverse economic activities, especi-
ally in the field of supply of agri-
cultural credit and inputs, marketing
of their produce and distribution
of essential consumer goods.

Co-operative Credit:

Short-term credit: 1t is esti-
mated that there are 53.14 lakhs
agricultural operational holdings in
the State, O which 40.32 lakhs
holdings representing about 76 per-
cent have been covered by member-
ship in agricultural credit societies
as at the end of December, 1978.
The village agricultural credit socie-
ties formed the nucleus of the
Cooperative Movement in the State,
and there are 4,740 such societies
providing short-term and medium-
term credit facilities.

Medium term loans:- To in-
crease the income of the agriculturist,
the societies provide  mid-term
credit for the purchase of milch

Co-operation

< my

T
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Co-operative units are now engaged
in the issue of jewel loans. During
1976-77 the number of such societies
was only 919.

The society which was issuing
Rs. 200/- per soveriegn started
issuing Rs. 320/- per soveriegn
during last year and is issuing a loan
of Rs. 400/- this year. The maxi-
mum ceiling issued per person has
been raised from Rs. 2,000/- to
Rs. 3,000/-.

Credit supply to weaker sections:

The co-operatives in TamilNadu
have been paying due attention
to the needs of the weaker sections.
While according to the guidelines
of the Reserve Bank of India, 20
per cent of the total lendings should
go to the 'weaker sections, the co-
operatives in Tamil Nadu have
advanced Rs. 6191 crores i.e.,
about 49 per cent, to the weaker
sections cultivating less than 5 acres
of land on ownership or lease basis.
It is intended to increase this per:
centage to 54 by the end of 1979-80

-

achievement during the year will be
only around Rs. 12 crores and upto
December, 1978 a sum of Rs. 7.33
crores only has been advanced.
During 1979-80, long term loans to
the extent of Rs. 17 corres (Rs.8.50
crores under normal schemes and
the rest under Agricultural refinance
and Development Corporation as-
sisted schemes) are programmed
to be issued, provided there is col-
lection and consequently a con-
siderable reduction in the overdues
position

Due to diminishing scope in
the filed of minor irrigation, the
land development banks are trying
to diversify their activities into other
venues like lending for raising com-
mercial crops like coconut,cashéwnut
cofiee and other plantation crops, seri-
culture, pruchase of tractors, tillers,
putting up of farm houses, cattle
sheds, dairy schemes, advances to
Electricity Board and other public
sector organisations. Government
have extended guarantee for the
repayment of loan in case of resum-
ption of lands from the assignees

irwin Road, Phone: 343913

@ BANGALORE-1: 104 & 105. Brigsde Roed,
at Hotel Taj Coromandel.

@ ALSO many other places in Tamilnadu.

)
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N animals ,bullocks sheep r: sarts i

58 2 etc., P raising,carts ] to facilitate the flow of development
38 o Lendings: credit to the landless assignees of
Y] ] Consumption loans:- In the con- . surplus lands. _Steps are being taken
s §°_ §° text of the debt relief legislation and As against an achievement of !0 provide loans to the assignees of

Rs. 19.14 crores in 1976-77, the surplus lands. This measure will
> cro ¢ bénefit about 50,000 small farmers

who have been assigned about
85,000 acres.

consequent shrinkage of credit from
+ Don-institutional sources, the credit
co-operatives have been playing an
tmportant role in filling up the
credit gap to the extent possible.
911 agricultural credit societies, 339
branches of State and Central Co-
operative Banks and 128 Co-opera-
tive urban banks, totalling 1378

lgomﬁhar

Treasure-house of Handicrafts

land development banks were able
to issue loans only to the tune
of Rs. 12.28 crores during 1977-78.
There will be a set back in the pro-
gramme for the issue of Rs. 16crores
during 1978-79 due to inability of .
the banks to lend due to heavy Government subsidy at the
percentage of overdues. The likely rate of 25 per cent of the cost of a
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THE MONOLITHIC
MAGIC OF

under the Pallava kings in Mamalia-
Mamallapuram artists made stone speak. Poompuhar Showrooms.

Poetry in stone was truly lyrical
puram (Mahabalipuram). The

MAMALLA-
PURAM

Tamilnadu Handicrafts
Development Corpn. Ltd.

(A Tamiinadu Govt. Enterprise)

New Well Subsidy :-

@®NEW DELHI-1: C-1, State Emporia Complex,
O MADRAS-1: 818 & 42 Anna Salsi; and

OBOMBAY-23: Agents — Chetana Pvt. Ltd.,

J
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new well or Rs. 500 whichever is less, i istributi
n “given to small funene through Regional Distribution Centres:-
R%gl::yl (l)?)x(l)ds rg:;'lelgpmeﬂt b_élllﬂks- Two Regional Distribution Centres
€ armers will be \are sanctioned by the Government
helped with the new well subsidy ’
dulx;mf the current year, for which power of consumer CO-Operatives
;as u beg:; lrJnr:(;’éSlOfA of Rs. fS lakhs ¢, strengthen the bargaining power
lakhs s "ade: A svl!(rinedq Rs. 5 ang 10 ensure smooth and continyoys
lakhs has 1979-88 Oll I the supplies from manufactures or pro-
ig also, 0 as to gyucers to the co-operative r. tail
assn;t about 1,000 more smal] farmers outlets,  The . Regional Diet?'l
at the rate of Rs. 560 per well, bution Centre at Coimbatore Sha.ls:
been started recent|y by the Coim-
ba(tjlolrveI DlStl"lCt Co-_operative Supply
Due to extensive damage caused :;1 arketing Society with financia}

¥ sistance 5
by cyclone and floods during 1977-78 } hs fromt?hzhég’égﬁ;;;ﬁ tR;f fn%d?;

Relief from paturaj calamities :-

loans into medium term Joans Sorer coﬁzlpg‘;?:i‘gztgét?igbatore
amounting Rs. 28.1] crores. In ment of In dia approved jpe o}\lzem-
addition, the loans which were for settin P Scheme
converted during 1976-77 were also Distributj c;gn "(':% manotl:er Regional
rephased to the extent of Rs. 19.25 e Tamil Nag re at Madras by
crores. The land  development o adu Consumers Co-
banks also postponed the collection
of annual instalments or resche ggg:g oguﬁs. 72'30 lakhs and sanc-
duled the loan instalments during lakhs tOWaR;]sgthL gfs'zg gj 25.00
the last four years to the tune of assista .5t INStalment of
Rs. 32.87 crores. Spnce for setting up the unit

for the benefit of the consumer co-

Seed Development Scheme: operatives in Madras ;Chengalpattu
and North Arcot Districts. It s
For the  multiplication of Programmed to commission the

quality seeds of paddy, cot'ton, Project by Ist January 1930,
groundnut, cereals and pulses, a
seed development project at a block C0¥erage of weaker sections,
cost of Rs. 170.50 [akhs is being
implemented by the Tudiyalur Co. The Government of India- in-
operative Agricultural Services and foduced - a  scheme of  financial
nine co-operative marketting societies 25SIStance to the £o-operative whole-
in Coimbatore district.
Jject contemplates production of- age
- about 25,000 tonnes of seeds jn ~
23,000 acres of land in 1} centres.
The Tudiyalur Co-operative Agri-
cultural Services and § marketing
societies are implementing the first
phase of the scheme costing Rs.
93.50 lakhs.

The department stores gave a

new dimension to the consumer

co-operative movement by offering

a wide range of goods and

services under one roof: introduc,
ing modern retailing techniques ang
heaithy trading practices. . Ttis
pro-posed to convert the mini super

market at Tiruvannamalai into a
department store, to open pew
large sized retail outlets at Ponpga-
maravathy and Jayamkondam and
to convert the existing branches of
co-operative wholesale stores  at
Gudiyatham and Arantangi into
large sized retail outlets during
1978-79, soon after receipt of the
orders of the Government of Indja

of India to pool the purchasing Workers, etc.

System b

The pro- sale stores and strong primary co- |

kg

operative stores which set up small
branches to cater to the needs

of tl}e weaker sections of the com-
munity/backward areas, industrial
A new scheme for
Opening smaller branches (Makkal
Angadigal ) to Serve the weakest
of the weaker sections in slum areas
of cities and towns was also intro-
duced Tecently. The Government
of India have sanctioned during
1977-78 financial assistance of Rs.
6.26 lakhs to the consumer co-
operatives for opening 6 small
branches and 34 smaller branches.
All the above units have been opened
and are functioning, During the

. year 197879, the Government of

India have so far sanctioned financial
assistance of Rs, 10.15 lakhs to the
fonsumer co operatives for opening
35 small branches and 10 smaller
branches; of which 34 sma branches
10 smaller branches have been open-

ed. It js Proposed to open 22 small

bral_lches and 48 smaller branches
during 1978-79 op receipt of orders
from the Government of India
Sanctioning financja] assistance.

One village one shop scheme:

The S}ate Government have
taken a policy decision to cover the
entire State by Public Distribution

Y opening a fair price shop
In each revenye village for the supply
of Tice, wheat, wheat Products,sugar
chlllnqs stamarind, Coriander, ground-
nut oil, etc., to ensure free availabi-

at reasonable prices in rural areas. Thanjavur district, for the decentra-
The following districts have been lised distribution of power in rural
allotted to the Co-opeative Depart- areas and to promote rapid rural
ment for the implementation of electrification and integrated econo-
the scheme., mic development.
Ipattu, North Arcot,
Saler(rf,h elg)airgbatore, The Nilgiris, CO-OPERATIVTEI% 1l;(S)R WEAKER
Tiruchirappalli, Pudukkottai, Madu- SEC
rai, Ramanathapuram and Kanya-

kumari. Types of Societies:

There are co-operative societies
functioning exclusively for the bene-
fit of weaker sections of the com
munity, like lab(;(urers, dwzgll;etn_réeg,

i ich was intro- barbers, salt workers and hi ribes. g
duceg}:ilzris:gellg%-‘;glis being conti- While labour contract co-l?peratngf
nued. Qut of 36 centres santioned provide employment to their mtrak;
27 have been started. Efforts are bers by securing coqt;gct WOVide,
being made to open the remaining the other types of so<l:11e. ies probers
centres. About 4,650 day scholars services or credit to their 1tn§m 5 )
of colleges are’ benefitted by this These socicties are assiste Y
scheme,

Other Schemes:

Common Kitchen centres:

Government with share capital, loan, |
subsidy and free services of the .
Distribution of Cement: departmental staff.
Consequent on the rec(e:nt policy Lamps:

of the Government, the Co-opera- _
tives with effect from Ist January In areas where lghlesre sltse ashﬁzz
1979 have undertaken the distri- concentration of tri a}d, ) t% have
bution of cement to the public at been taken to provide integ

i i d other
nment. .credit and marketing an
the rate fixed by the Gover services under one roof, so as to

i ve the standard of living of
?l?cpr?ri%al population. There are
nine Large SiZl‘:d,. Multipurpose

It is proposed to set up, with Co-operative Societies (Lamps) in
financial assistance from the Rural the tribal areas of Salem, Dhﬁ{maﬂ
Electrification Corporation, New puri, Tiruchirappalli and oi':'
Delhi, two Rural Electric Co-opera- Arcot districts. Three other multi-
tive Socicties in this State, one purpose co-operative societies are

Rural Electric Co-operative
Societies:

will be started at Kumbakonam in also functioning in the tribal areas

in Kalrayan hills of South Arcot
llgistrict. yTaking into consideration.
the economic condition of the tribals,
the Government have extgnglqd
liberal gssistance to these societies.
Lamps have been given share capital
assistance of Rs. 50,000 each to
enable them to strengtl_1en the_lr
borrowing power. The tribals have
also been given share capital subsidy
of Rs. 50 each to enable them to
buy shares for the purpose of availing
the loan facilities.




Government have also sanct-
ed assistance in the form of
1 and subsidy on 50:50 basis
construction of godown -cum-
se-cum-retail outlets for head-
rters and branches of theLamp
ieties. The Lamp Socicties pro-
s production and’ consumption
1§ to the tribals at a low rate of
rest viz. 4 per cent as against
normal rate of 10-5 per cent

small farmers and 12.00 per cent *

others, the difference being
sidised by the Government. The
aps have also been provided
1 vehicles.  Other subsidies
managerial subsidy, risk fund
sidy, furniture subsidy, subsidy
maintenance of vehicles and
¢ fluctuation subsidy have also
n sanctioned by the Government,
ring the years 1976-77 and 1977-
the Government gave assistance
‘he extent of Rs. 12.15 lakhs and
11.85 lakhs respectively to the
MPS and the three muitipurpose
operative soCieties in Kalrayan
s. Four of the ELAMP societies
e opened eight branches with
vernment assistance.

OPERATIVE EDUCATION
ID TRAINING:

The Tamil Nadu Co-operative
ion is in charge of co-operative
ication, training and publicity
the State.  The co-operative

training for intermediate level per-
sonnel is being imparted by the Co-
operative Training College, Madras.
The co-operative training for junior
level personnel is being given by the
Central Co-operative Institute at
Madras and = seven Co-operative
Training Institutes in the districts,

With assistance from the State
Government, Government of India
and the co-operatives in the State.
a building cgmplex at a cost of Rs. 47
lakhs is being constructed at Madras

to house the Co-operative Training
College. ®
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The ulcer of untouchablity has gone so deep
down that is seems to pervade our life.

When untouchablity is rooted out no one will
consider himself superior to any other. Natura.lly
exploitation too will cease and cooperation
will be the order of the day.

—Mahatma Gandhi.

QUALITY FABRICS...

COTTON & SILK SAREES
SUITINGS
SHAWLS
BEDCOVERS
FURNISHING

DHOTHIES

Please Visit :

Khadi Krafts

SHIRTING
READYMADES
SCARF
PILLOW COVERS
TOWELS
CARPETS




Cumulative et t week of .
consequent floods "¢ gﬂc?ts of these De?flmber, of assistance j
one of severe destructionst areas of the Sape hass and and cyclones.

n respect of families affected by floods

The State is est; of pro
Cstimated o have sﬁ‘;{.‘y a ) In th )
Hered a total damg e fi 1€ case of Scheduled Castes, this loan is give?

of about Rs. 3
&%ncorr » both in the : ree of interest ; t
B 10 the cyclone Public and the st. During the year, the Governmes

private sector
in November., raised t : -

and heavy rajps 1o Rs. 2t:e mﬁ"::c‘g limits of the loan from Rs. 1,
case.

The normal patte

: ™ :
and floods was revise of assis

d during 1 20 in case of . Most of the persons affected b heavy rain fall
In th 8 the year as follows .. * !? Lhe last week of December 1978 ifntl;cia:;syCitY an
respect ofce;ac;e of fire ang floogs, 4 | ' Lze d?t area and coastal districts were daily-wage earners:
for rebuild; partly damageq 2 @ SUm of Rs, 59 ;o 18 succour for a short period, even after they

rebuilding of houses. A g Ut 8T given a5 grar FetUrned to their homes f; jef ¢ i lete
each tenant of sum of R, 1 85 grant normaljey- s from therelief camps till comp!

1 tenant of the damaged S. 25 is piy DIMalcy: was  restored. | G herefore
Besides, during the year i re:ts o 8iven to directeq the Collectors reoi the d‘;:f,ﬂg{?i’f,t’supf,xy 50K g

 clothin
. I8 purpose. .
by flood and cyclones the govgec or ilies aﬂ‘gctse:i of rice, free of cogt, 1o each of the families in the follow-

Ln addition a quantity of SOk gs ng‘f?n! decideq ¢, give INg categories:-
erosene, one saree and one dhoti > One
: N A ne dhot itr -
family free. Thig will, hereafter belu:: C aﬂ'ef:t:g (1) Familjes whose huts had been damaged
Rormal patyery wholly or partly and who were eligible for

cash grant from the Government.

N

»

of pay equal to one month’s basic pay, subject to a

(2) Families which had been evacuated to relief An interest free?advance of an amount of equal to
camps run by the Madras Corporation or one months’ basic pay or Rs. 400 whichever is less, was
other official or non-official agencies and sanctioned to all Government servants, who live in
to whom food supply was given in the camps. Madras City and its belt areas and who have suffered

loss or damage to their properties on account of the

(3) Al the residents of slums affected by rains heavy rains in the last week of December 1978, the above
and floods, not evacuated to relief camps, advance being recoverable in 10 equal monthly instal-
but who could not go to pursue their vocation ments.
due to inclement weather and were supplied The Government employees, Local Body employees
food at their doors by the Madras Corpora- and aided school teaching and non-teaching staff and
tion and theirnon-official agencies. the full time contingent staff who have suffered loss or

damage to their house or properties in the 3 taluks of
_State Government employees in the Nilgiris district Ramanathapuram (including Rameswaram Sub-Taluk
which was affected by heavy rains and landslides had Mudukulathur (including Kamudi-Sub-Taluk) and Tiru-
Incurred loss or damage to their houses or other proper- vadanai taluk on account of cyclone and floods of
ties and hence required urgent financial assitance. November 1978 were sanctioned:—
Government, therefore, sanctioned interest free advance
An interest free pay advance equal to one month’s

maximum of Rs. 400 ,the advance being recoverable in basic pay, subject to a maximum of Rs. 400 to be re-
10 equal #nthly instalments. Similarly, warm-clothing covered in 10 equal monthly instalments; and an interest
advance of Rs. 300 was also sanctioned to the employees free pay advance equal to one month’s basic pay, subject
In the Nilgiris district, the advance being recoverable to a maximum of Rs. 200 to be recovered in 20 equal
In 20 equal monthly instalments with interest.

monthly instalments in respect of full-time contingent
employees. .




Give your children
love an% affection and

CORPORATION BANK'’S
VIDYA YOJANA DEPOSIT

The highest form of wealth
and riches is education—the
most important tool for the
Progress of man in today's
civilised society.

The twin needs of your child
are health and education -
which is the theme of the

International Year of the
Child 1979.

Corporation Bank's

Vidya Yojana Deposit is
exactly what your children
need today. An ideal schem
to help your children
Prosecute higher studies.
Meet the Manager of the
nearest branch of

Corporation Bank -today.

~Where friendlinesg is a

32 Corporation
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The Information and Public Relations Department

The birth centenary of Periyar is being celebrated
nctions as the liasion organisation between thﬁ fora year commenciqg fygm September 1978 in a fitting
overnment and the Public. It is the channel through manner in all the distrilts.

which the policies of the Government and their activities

fu

| ic utilisi i Periyar CentenaryCelebrations Com-
and own to the public utilising . The Thanthai o
a Sgg;:vg;nr;r::sacrgr;nmaﬂigtion such as Press, Films, mittee constituted b):\ the G%ermy:]ccr;h é\::e:::?:ge :;vgfz;
ibiti iti ia li ONZ recommendations. Among them i _
Xhibitions, Traditional Media like Drama and S & re ) . ing up of a
, i i all at Madras in memory of Thant!
TO i rial. The grievances and big conference hall a : thai
D ol B, R ST R
e oncerned administra- institute of social studies. endat
tivg tdteo thte Gotv crnment and the con by the committee relating to the Tamil script refog‘rf
- partments. adopted by Thanthai-Periyar fl?ra.long tn;:e\;/:es‘xd cxamin oo
' i i istorical ed and in" accordance with the views ex ]
Wit te the public about historical ed and i '
ts aﬁdat;,xlc:c‘;rteztccsi:ccgﬁeces mgde for the people by regard by several Tamil scholars ov::rtz;1 éogcgr i}l))i":')ctti“c’)rtx}:\e.
ational leaders, functions are organised by this depart- Government have issued osde?sf 0 s foript feorm.
ment on their birthdays and commemoration days. Dramas depiciting Periyar’s life

€ven
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The Centenary Celebrations of Rajaji, the elder set up.

Statecslman were organised by the Government on a Exhibitions :
%ran sc%llf. Imﬁrovlfments have been made to the >
ouse at Thorapalli where Rajaji we
leading to the l‘f)ouse v %:g:);;;;sirt;gm ?d theroads ~ The department participates i ibiti
exhibition on the life and message of Raj _permanent nised within the state as well 2" the exhibitions orgs:
set up at Thorapalli. As part %)f (:heRiJe?ﬁb has been country and portrays the 'tc?ivi?ise ¢ (atherhparts o th?
ho . . ebrations a the Go -he d s and achievements O
statue of Rajaji has been a the Jovernment. Polic i 3
Madras Hig% JCourt Builc?ir:ged ¥1h;h;g?{?1p§un%<g the exhibitions in the Statemgnlg attht: r(ssm B 10 Sondu o
has been renamed as ** Rajaji Salai cach Road tion in them are dealt with j overnment s participa-
also been laid for a two s?(;igel:yse?ilal;uildifgoiur?(gtl-og has. behall of the Governmetntvllhl;s ‘(;L;gtsmdepartmeqt. the
c ‘ . ' uin . SN _ ent org:
locate a library and a reading room in memory of Raﬁlag? ‘;:;101:.41 e:hxbzxon at Salem in 1978, reanised the
: mation Centres :

I he ho”se at l hr”n‘la '1. P 41‘ l‘Oaj P T I I .
: 1 l l“ l : y ¢ 1 1 :e“t[es at Madlas ]\4

where Thi . K aj liv i g i
iiru K. Kamaraj lived has been acquired by Thanjavur serve the public by id
providing them informa-

<~

es and achieve- and the Bharathiyar Memorial at Ettayapuram have

in all general topics and the polici .
s also function been brought under the control of this department.

ts of Government. Reading room

‘hesc centres.
The ‘Tamil Arasu’ an official organ of the State

) ' Government, is brought out as a fortnightly in Tamil
ia};hl?{ al{(%l;:/;l:ia/rx rar/?gr;?;\]qga(‘;;:ndg/ialllll‘:l\gr atﬁggg; an;i_as a monthly in English publicizing the policies and
| the Anna O Arangam at Vellore are under the achievements of the Government.
ninistrative control of this department.

The high cost in production and the decline in the
control of diffe- quality of films produced are among the problems faced
rina, Kamaraj by the film industry. To encourage the production of

Nagar, Kamara) Memorial and quality films based on nationally desirable themes and
Gandhi welfare of the people, the Government are offering
f Rs. 1 lakh each, to 5 films every

Till now memorials were under the
1t departments. Anna Square at Ma
emorial House at T.

jaji Memorial House in Virudhunagar, : |
Rajaji Memorial House financial assistance 0

in Erode year.

andapam in Kanyakumari , .
Thorapalli and Periyar-—Anna M.emorial
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for a pﬁrr?ggyof"ge‘;:;is ‘;irg 3lssued to touring talkies
) ing : months, g
and 'f:clfgii:zlluggell)lmduc"o“ of Tamil films of artistic Peing lssued for a”period of 3 years > Nowthey are
‘ : eénces a scheme of .
Awards has again been rej ¢ of annual State The G
nr ; ) overnme i :
bes’t among the featyre ﬁiiﬁ;ro‘;i:;:d' By this scheme, air theatres. The n?lzsp t{g Y s fraance to start open-
ren’s films, artists, techm'ciax;s o m;g;alx;les and child- have been liberalise, d, therre costtructlng Cinema theatrzs
g:;:n;e},dac:ggn?}:,tards and Prizgs. Thee ;ligcsteix;nani‘: tion of new theatres. y . ficouraging the construc-
ittee constituted for this ‘
purpose. Foundation st
on .

rock off Kanyakum es have been laid on the minor

for Tiruvalluvar anda 2 Itr?e;lr;iglat ml;e Size bronze statuc
O house a library.

in Tamil i
samil and also to mark the International year of °UrmAlists’ Assistance Fund ;

Child 1979, a subsidy of R been san ed \d
to.ﬁhildfen’s Film go(::iet; f?n!atkh}:’,s g:gduct?os cftlon e This schem sa ce |
chi ’ . . n : Vi

ren’s films in Tamil and dubbing of 4 ﬁlm: thr journalists in h‘l’d,envx BES assistance to the retired

t\'é
. NG
‘V\ o 4}3’ \
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Now to the curse of untouchability. Our
Country has the monopoly for see-me-not-isms
and touch me not-isms. A Country where there
is a class of people who are not entitled to walk
in public streets, who are not allowed to
worship God in their own temples, who are
prevented from using the common wells and
tanks-such a country may as well be destroyed
by an earthquake, burnt out by a volcano, or
submerged by the ocean. I appeal to the
reformers both social and political to carry on
the mission of removing the sin of untouchability
and cleanse our society of the dirt that has
accumulated for centuries.

—Thanthai Periyar.




HARJAN
HOUSING

IV. Budget allotment and Actual Expenditure:

Allotment  Expenditure Surrendered
‘ Excess ;
: ROQ AMME : » Rs. Rs. Rs:
eewme.. : e . 1
\"‘E b -, § 1977-78 100 lakhs 6317 lakhs 36.83 lakhs
— Surrendered.
1978-79 100 lakhs 111.64 lakhs 11.64 lakhs j

excess
expenditlll'e

v /Based on the recommendation of the District Harijan
-1 Welfare Officers meeting held at Ootacamund on 24.5.78
'and the Periyar Centenary Committee held on 7.8.78

L

The Government have ordered construction of
5,000 houses through Tamil Nadu Harijan Housing and
Development Corporation for the Harijans during the
year 1977-78.

For the year 1978-79, the Government have
ordered construction of 1,660 houses by Tamil Nadu
Harijan Housing and Development Corporation for
the Harijans with a view to achieve full coverage for the
villages  where houses had already been constructed
during the previous year,

Housing programmes for scheduled Tribes.

The Government have ordered construction of 42
houses for the Tribes in Jawadhi hills in North Arcot
District through Tamil Nadu Harijan Housing and
Development Corporation during 1977-78.

The Government have also ordered construction
of 22 houses for the Tribals in Chinnakalarayan hills
in Salem District through Tamil Nadu Harijan Housing
and Development Corporation during the year 1978-79.

The Government have ordered electrification for
the houses of Tribals in the Tribal model village at
Aggal in the Nilgiris District during the year 1978-79
Sanitary workers Welfare:

During the year 1978, the Government have issued
orders for provision of rent free quarters to the Sanitary
Workers and Scavengers employed in the local bodies
during their entire period of service in the local bodies.

Provision of House sites for Harijans

I, Total acres of land acquired:

Acres Cents
From 1-7-77 to 31-3-78 1252 61
From 1-4-78 to 31-3.79 1842 36
Total ;(;;1 —“977

1I. Total number of house sites acquired:

From 1:7-77 to 31-3-78 20,354
From 1-4-78 to 31-3-79 31.304
51.658

[N

JI1. Total number of house site pattas issued:

From 1-7-77 to 31-3-78 4,264
From 1-4-78 to 31-3-79 5,504
9,768

orders were issued in G.O.Ms. No.687, Social Welfare,

dated 20.3.79 with a view to eradicate the feeling of
segregation and to bring about the emotional integration

among all classes of people as well as to help weaker
section of all classes to the effect that:-

(/) Underthe scheme of provision of house-sites
for Harijans, 80% of the house sites acquired
shcg}uld be assigned to Harijans free of cost
109, of the house-sites acquired should be
assigned for Backward Classes free of cost
and the remaining 109 of the house-siteS
acquired should be assigned to for Forward
Classes free of cost.

(71} Under the scheme of construction of houses

for Harijans, 80% of the houses constructed:

shczuld be alloted to Harijans of the balance

109, of the houses constructed should be allot-

ted to for Backward Classes and the remain-

ing 109 of houses constructed should be
allotted to for Forward Classes on the same
terms as Harijans.

(fiii) Under the scheme of construction of houses

for Harijans, while allotting: houses to Back-

ward Classes and forward tlasses, houses
should be allotted only to () those who do
not posses any movable or immovable pro-
perties and family income is less than Rs.200/-
(Rupees two ‘houndred only) per month:

The stipulation that houses should be allotted

to Forward Classes and Backward Classes

nearer to_houses allotted to Harijans should

not be constructed to mean that separate
blocks should be constructed folz' the
various communities. For Harijans and other
communities, houses should be constructed
tn a group in the same place without any
kind of segregation, so that they can mingle
\!;nth each other and the houses should also
dc_‘.ﬁof the same type design without any
tlerence. While allotting houses, as far as

possible ,Harijans and non-harii
, -harijans should
be brought together as next door nej:ighbours.

NE\Yﬂgﬁi:r'fo SPEED UP LAND ACQUISITION
lities Prescrib::(ziai‘xllmtdh::i cayin abserving various forma-

existing Land Acquisition Act
(Central) Act I of 189 i S,
Harijan welfare Scheme:)a i o auiring lands for
Land acquisition proceedi

(iv)

ngs for th
the Government of Tamil Nadu hadepaasgg;: s::l;n;n::;

*“The Tamil Nadu Acquisiti £!
Welfare Schemes ActhulSltlon of Land for Harijan

, 1978 (Act 31 of 1978 )* h
Sghemei Act, 1978 ’The rules to be framed u)nder’l;hf"
above Act is under consideration of Government. *

nd in order to speed up the

The unique organisation of its kind in the (,ount?/,
Tamil Nadu Smali Industries Corporation populaf?;
known as ‘TANSI’ has made rapid strides n the ﬁe.}
of industry and agriculture. The achievements &0d
activities of TANSE in the last 2 years assure @ Stih
better future in the ensuing years.

 Established in the year 1965, TANSL has v'm 113
fold 57 Production Units and 5 Sales Centres sprea

The

over in the Districts and the City of Madras.

— N s v ——e

Production Units of TANSI arc engaged in the many m ’ N
. . N . S AS hste o o g L uk > " A ﬁ
‘?I:)“‘:e:_of multi-various products ard services AS L, &}» o .)) =
Y PRODUCTION

1. Heavy and Light Structurals. 5 {initsﬁled gg?itstf;(si.footwear

2. Steel and Wooden Furniture. Tractor- §, G?at i—ligir

> ?rgaril{:el:'lsmra] implemerts including d 8: Cast iron pipe; and specials

: re 9. Black Granite Stones.
* ?Vlilll:';r-cnamelled and double coton €% 10. Flr‘;(\;ch Polish and allied products.

S
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SERVICES
1. Design and Fabrication of Tools, Jigs & Fixtures
2. Hot Forgings.
3. Non-ferrous pressure die casting,.
4. Hot Dip Galvanizing.
5. Sheet metal work.
6. Assembly of wrist watches.

Consumer products such as Steel and Wooden
furniture, Leather Goods and Footwear are sold directly
from the Producing units concerned and also from the
Sales Centres situated in Madras, Madurai, Coimbatore
and Trichy. These Sales Centres serve as information
centres too in respect of other industrial products manu-
factured by TANSI.

NEW PROJECTS

The New Projects of TANSI have made appreciable
progress.in the recent past.

. Tansi Granites Project, Kunnam, South Arcot
. - which commenced production by the middle of 1977
i has mined 2200 Cubic Metres of black granite stones

. ‘ ‘ which were recognised as the best stones of its kind in

g " the Country. These stones were fully exported to
f Japan. A project for setting up granite polishing unit

|
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The Brihadeeswara Temple,

Thanjavur.







is in the offing and TANSI has received offers from
various firms in West Germany, Italy and Japan for
establishment of such a granite polishing factory. These
offers are under active consideration of TANSI.

Hacksaw Machine manufactured by Tansi Machine
Tools, Ranipet, North Arcot has gained popularity in
the last 2 years. Design work for the manufacture of
a high capacity Hacksaw (300 mm size) is also under
progress in Indian Institute of Technology, Madras.
Preliminary steps are being taken to develop the proto-
type of this machine. The proto-type development
work for the Drilling Machine (DP 20 & DB 20) is
also under progress. These may come out shortly with
certain changes in the design after consultation with
Hindustan Machine Tools, Bangalore.

&Y A

o
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The Watch Assembly Project of TANSI at Ooty
has assembled so far about 3 lakhs watches for Hindus-
tan Machine Tools, Bangalore. These watches are
of various models such as Kohinoor, Avinash, Vijay,
Ajeeth, Smitha etc. The Production at the completely
knocked-down state is picking up and so far 8000 sets
have been assembled. Efforts are taken to impart
intensive training to the workers in critical operations
and also streamline the inspection procedures.

A project profile for manufacture of Can?elblac}(
has been completed and TANSI is establishing this
unit in Kanyakumari District.

_ A project profile for setting up of Sandal Wood oil
Units is also prepared by TANSL. TANSI is keeping
In touch with the leading importers abroad regarding
their requirements of Sandal Wood Oil. These Sandal
Wood Oil Units will be located in 12 suitable places
in the State.

Strenous efforts taken by TANSI in the recent
past in respect of implementation of its new projects
and streamlining the administration of its - existing
units will andoubtedly ensure a still better future in

the years to come. .
AA /7
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T‘he Cinchona Department, a

Commercial undertaking of  the

Overnment of Tamilnadu is pro-
ducing Quinine and Quinine pro-
ducts as well as Medical/Aromatic
oils. This department is function-
Ing for the past 118 years and pro-
vides employment for about 3000
workers,

This department provides free
housing accommodation and several
Other basic amenities to these wor-
kers under the Estate Labourers Act.

¢ department pays equal wages
10 men and women workers besides
MCreasing their daily wages from
Rs. 5.70 1o Rs. 6.50 during the year
1978-79 under the daily wages act.

To give employment to the
Weaker sections of the society the
aclvities of this department were
Cxtended to several parts of the
State with an outlay of Rs. 52.57
lakhs. An area of 400 acres will be
brought under cultivation of Geran-
Mum in March 1979 in the Palani
hills of Madurai district providing
employment for 220 workers.

The Government of Tamilnadu
has sanctioned for the cultivation
of cinchona in 1000 acres in High-
way-vis group of Estates in Madurai

district at a cost of Rs. 146.26 lakhs. p

his scheme will be inforce after
the acquiremea of the required land.

As a rehabilitation

me will provide employ- provide employment opportunities
rl;ll;flt Sggf»orwnity t% 1100 workers. Fo about 400 workers. The several
programme schemes implemented ;
Government is considering to employ Five Year Plan continue to provide
500 families of Sri Lanka repatriates employment opportunities for about
in the cultivation of Geranium in 1,500 persons belonging to the rural

under the

700 acres in Kodaikanal and Cookal. areas and the Backward Classes.

The following schemes recom-
mended by the committee consti-
tuted by theGovernment of Tamil-
padu for the development of rural
employment opportunity are, under
consideration.

1. Cultivation of Java citrone-
nella in 400 acres.
2. Production of 1500 kilos

caffeine per year.

A large scheme has been started
during 1978-79 for the cultivation
of Dioscorea and for the manufac-
ture of Diosgenine, To manufacture
Diosgenine a factory will be set up
in the Cinchona areas in Valparal.
This factory will be named as
“Tamilnadu Steroids™.

The foundation stone for the
factory has been laid by the
Minister for Information &
Religious Endowments  on 9th
January 1979. The factory is ex-
ected to start production during
1979-80. The scheme at a cost of
Rs. 80 lakhs when completed will

This department being one
among the Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment commercial Institutions, it
continues to earn a considerable
revenue. During 1977-78, Quinine
products were exported to Foreign
countries to the extent of Rs. 37.33

lakhs.

Since the Central Government
had imposed a control over the
export of Quinine products, pro-
ducts worth only Rs. 26.37 lakhs was
exported in the year 1978-79.

During the year 1977-78 this
department has earned a profit of
Rs. 18 lakhs. It is estimated that a
profit of Rs. 18 lakhs could be made
for the year 1979-80.

The department provides 1,000
kilos of Quinine sulphates to the
National =~ Malaria  Eradication
Scheme annually for theevadication
of Malaria and provides employ-
ment opportunities to the economi-
cally backward sections of the
society. °



SUBSIDY FOR SINKING OF IRRIGATION
WELLS

With a view to improve the condition of the S.C
and S.T agriculurists, financial assistance in the form
of subsidy for irrigation wells has been given. To
enhance the irrigation well subsidy, the Government
have revised the pattern of irrigation well subsidy scheme.
As per the revised pattern, one-third (1/3) of the total
cost of well will be treated as subsidy and two third
(2/3) of the cost will be loan from the Land Develop-
ment Banks. A sum of Rs. 7.50 lakhs and Rs. 1.95
lakhs has been provided for the purpose to Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes respectively for 1979-80.
Besides this, a sum of Rs. 1lakh has been provided
for Scheduled Castes converts to Christianity for the
same purpose. .

MILK SUPPLY CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES

To help poor Harijans and also give them employ-
ment opportunities during the off-seasons, Milk
Supply Co-operative Societies have been organised.
Fach Harijan member in the Co-operative Milk Supply
Societies in the State is given financial assistance at the
rate of Rs 1,500/- per animal. He is eligible for a
subsidy of Rs. 500/- from Harijan Welfare Funds and
Rs. 1,000/- as loan from Nationalised Banks per animal.
Each individual is entitled for the above assistance for
purchase of two animals only. During 1979-80, a sum
of Rs. 10.55 lakhs has been provided for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Castes converts to Christianity
for this purpose.

Financial assistance for Funeral rites of Rs. 50/- to deaths
in Harijan families:

During 78, Government have sanctioned the pay

ment of a grant of Rs. 50/- (Rs. Fifty only) on each
death of any kind in the family members of SC/ST and

SC converts to Christanity subject to the production §
of death income certificate from the appropriate autho- §

rity.

SPECIAL TRAINING PROGRAMMES FOR
SCHEDULED CASTE AND SCHEDULED TRIBES
BOYS AND GIRLS.

The Government have provided 17000/- in the
Budget Estimate for 78-79 towards the scheme for
training in Radio and T.V. Mechanism in Sri Seva
Mandir for 20 Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
girls after their completion of S.S.L.C. so as to enable
them to establish shops in busy locality and attend
to Radio and Television Mechanism independently.

The Government have provided a sum of
Rs. 1 lakh in the Budget Estimate for 1978-79, for special
coa_lchmg schemes for the Schedlued Castes and Scheduled
Tribes boys and girls where they are studyingin P.U.C.
and three year degree courses in Government and Aided
Colleges. The Coaching classes will be conducted in
their respective colleges outside the college hours. This
scheme applies to 189 collcges.

Removal of un-touchability:

. There are six mobile police squads already func-
tioning in the districts of Coimbatore, Tanjore, Tiruchi-
rappalli, South Arcot, Madurai and Tirunelveli for
the enforecement of the provisions of the Protection
of Civil Rights Act, with a view to strengthen the
machinery for the enforcement of the P.C.R. Act and
ent of the Act more strictly
the setting up of seven more
has been sanctioned in January
Chenglpattu, Ramanathapuram,

to ensure the enforcem
throughout the State,
mobile police squads
1979 in the districts of
Kanniyakumari, North
Dharmapuri.

Arcot, The Nilgiris, Salem and

1. The scheme is applicable to all the families belong- L{ Y
ing to SC/STs and SC converts to Christianity (i
in Tamil Nadu provided that the annual income
of the head of family, of the deceased does not
exceed Rs. 3,000/- (Rupees Three thousand only). §

2. The scheme is implemented in all areas of
Panchayats Municipalities and Corporations in
Tamil Nadu.)

So far 3857 persons have received financial assistance o
under the scheme. In the current financial year, Rs.5 of
lakhs were allocated for the scheme.

e\

TRIBAL WELFARE

The Tribal population of Tamil \Na%‘:’ t:hoigg
small in size, is widely scattered all ovet t_he1 a " lation
cording to the census of 1971, the total triba hpogevelop-
is 3.11 lakhs. As part of the strategy for the Cve
ment of the tribals, a Tribal Sub-plan was e;:tratiox;
under which contiguous areas of Tribal c;oncef ra ich
with a minimum of 10,000 total poP“‘glmgu?nbcr of
509 are tribals was identified. A to in North
about 1.46 lakhs of tribals in 9 identified aregt’:l_. uachira-
Arcot, South Arcot, Salem, Dharmapuri anbenegt under
palli Districts are covered ,where the tribals
the Tribal Sub-Plan.

L

During 1977-78, orders were issued Sﬁlcﬁm:‘v‘enr%
schemes to ihe tune of Rs. 153 lakhs W cAnima
need-based and included schemes on Agriculture, Roads
Husbandry, Soil Conservation, Minor Imgamﬁa[emi[;
Opening of Government Dispensanes, ».0 o 0
Centres, G.T.R. Schools, distribution o ‘?grlc oultry
inputs, fertilisers, pesticides, milch animas, P
units, bee-hives, etc.

During 1978-79, schemes totaling a sum of Rs. 200
lakhs were sanctioned.

WELFARE OF SCHEDULED CASTES AND
SCHEDULED TRIBES STUDENTS

Pre-metric Scholarship :
. i larship was
Till the year 1977-78, pre-metric scho ibes, .
given in cashyto students belonging to SChedu‘IJ?gegr:lt::ir e
Scheduled castes and converts thereffom3 I())&’)/_ and less v
parental annual income limit was Rs. 3 ed from ‘
per annum. The amount of scholarship rang
Rs. 41- to Rs. 52.50 per annum. Cs
The Government have directed th%&l,}?s Sg‘slhysing
and converts from BCs, most BCs and d from payment
in the following institutions be exer;}lgiul csi—
of tution fees under rule 92 of the T :

Physical Education . colleges. Ogiental colleges

i echnology
i institute of catering Tecl
?’;‘ lgpoﬁle)g Ncu?g?f:fl. Central Training institute for

nstructions (GPI) -
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Mployees® State Insurance Scheme:

&excegtheDE's'l- Scheme is in force in all the districts

eyt Dharamapuri and Nilgis, The scheme has
Secong cen extended to new sectors in two phases-
an¢ thirand third phases; second phase from 14-2-78

d phase from 14-5-78 covering 30,900 workers.

WOrkz(r) p rovide medical facilities to cover the 30,900
s an outlay of Rs. 19,54,700 has been sanctioned.

Siddha wing with 6 beds in the E.S.I. Hospitals in
Coimbatore and Madras started functioning with effect
from 2nd October, 1978. Of the4 ES.L Hospitals, 104
static dispensaries. 4 E.S.I. Hospitals and 42 dispen-
saries are in corporations’ Own buildings and the rest
are in the private rented buildings.

The E.S.I. Scheme has been extended to new sectors
of establishments viz. Hotels ,Restaurants, Shops,
Theatre, Newspapers establishment, etc., in all the
implemented areas in the State.

Necessary proposals for the extension of the E.S.L
Scheme to Arkonam, Sankari, Thanjavur, Kumara-
palayam, Thuvakudi and Thiruvarambur are under
the consideration of the Government.

The question of extension of full medical care of
families of insured persons in all the implemented areas
in this State is also under consideration of the Govern-
ment. :

The .Govemment'have accorded sanction for the
construction of buildings to accommodate the E.S.L

" Dispensaries, Tambaram, Vellore, Usilampatti near

Manaparai and Dindigul, now functioning in private

}’ rented buildings. The construction work is in progress,

in respect of E.S.I. Dispensaries Tambaram and Vellore.

]‘ }g The construction work has been completed in respect

. of E.S.I. Dispensaries in Usilampatti near Manaparai
and Dindigul. The above two dispensaries will be
opened in the new premises shortly. The E.S.1. Corpo-
ration has agreed to construct their own-buildings in
51 places where the E.S.I. Dispensaries with two doctots
or more are located in rented buildings now.

The Government have sanctioned, one special
Deputy Collector with other ancilliary staff to expedite
the work of acquisition of loads for construction of
dispensaries located in private rented buildings.

The Government have sanctioned the increase
of bed strength from 206 to 500 in rgspect of the ES.L.
Hospital, K.K.Nagar and the co struction work is
nearing completion.

An immunisation programme has also been started
to afford prophylactic cover to the one lakh children
of the insured persons at a cost of Rs. 1,38,500 per
annum in the Madras region. : .
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'n addition to the repatriates
from Burma and Vietnam, the
Government of Tamil Nadu has
taken responsibility of giving re-
habilitation to the 6 takhs repatriates
from Sri Lanka according (o the
Sirimavo-Sasthri Agreement.

After the ministry had assumed
office, 19,703 families of Sri Lanka
repatriates were employed in Tea
plantations and agriculture and its
connected farms. - Loans have been
advanced to 526 families of Burma
repatriates and 191  families of
Vietnam repatriates to start business.
These rehabilitation schemes are
implemented with the help of loans
and grants from the Central Govern-
ment. The State Government it-
self granted aid to the extent of
Rs. 72.67 lakhs to these resettled
families.

Besides this the Government
has refinanced Rs. 1453.46 lakhs to
materialise the business loans and
other schemes for the welfare ol the
repatriates.

[n addition to 1the eviciing
scheines tor the rehabilitavion of
repatriates, the ministry has sanc-
tioned the following schemes in
their short span of assuming office.

To mprove the health and
medical facities the Government
has spent Rs. 88,000 in Mandapam
camp.

In Neyveli State Farm Corpora-

tion a separate hospital has been ,
established for the welfare of the :
resettled repatriates from Sri Lanka *

at a cost of Rs. 28,000.

The existing fair price scheme
of selling rice at a cost of 57 paise
per kilo has been extended to the

resettled repatriates through the |
Repatriates Co-operative Finance
and Development Bank Limited.

for the repatriates.

For the resettlement of the

repatriates {rom Sri Lanka, steps i

lakhs at Kottappattu of Trichy

district for the repatriates from
Sri Lanka.

On 29-9-78 the Central Minister
for housing opened 139 houses,
constructed at a cost of Rs. 9,81,045
at Ranipet for the repatriate emp-
loyees working in Tamilnadu Chrom-
pet & Chemical factory.

have been taken to employ them in s

the cultivation of Tea in 4,(_)00_a'cr_es
in Genmam lands of Nilgiri District
Tea Association.

Approval has been obtained
from the Central Government to
increase the grant ceiling from Rs.250
to 400 to avail the education con-

cessions for the children of repatria- -

tes from Sri Lanka.

A Transit

camp  has been |
constructed at a cost of Rs. 26.46 ¢

-at acost:of R

truct
28.50 lak

vees of Neyveli Siate Farm Corpo-
ration,

§ utilised
the Government of Tamilnady is

taking steps to settle them i
' s 1 public
and Private undertakings, P

~ The Central Minister for Hous-
ing Jaid e foundation stone on
28-9-78 in the presence of Chief
Minister of Tamilnadu to provide
houses for 3132 repatriate families
from Burma at the renovated area

of the Vyasarpadi lake at
Rs. 177.63 lakhs. # costof

The{heavy industrial technology
and driving training centre has been
transferred from Mana of Madhya
Pradesh to Gummidipoondi of
Chengapattu district. This new centre
.25.41 lakhs has been

tnaugurated by the Central Minister

for Housing on 28-9.78.

Sanction was granted (o cons-

600 houses at a cost of RS-
hsto the repatriate employ

. During the sixth five year plan

tt 1s expected to rehabilitate 56,000
Iepatriated families from Sri Lanka.
Of these 42,000 repatriate families
will be rehabilitated in Tamilnadu.

Of the repatriated families 75%

were given business loan and the

remaining 25% were under other
schemes,

Since the business loans was not
properly by these repatriates,

i - The Government decided to
om!"?ivzarﬁi,ub:ﬁ,d“ él:,zi::;gal w(é?e implement this scheme in a better
e, e h Ao

order )
i i der 10 Taluk Rural

This scheme was stopped du- Under this order luk
Ting Marchcl 9e7n_1,e 1960 ho?}s):s were Co-operative Housing Societies were
built by granting a loan of Rs. 1.30 set-up during 1976-77. 50 Rural
Crores ytﬁro ‘r‘)g this scheme. Divisional Co-operative Housing

us .. Societies were started during 1977-78

RURAL HOUSING SCHEME: 1 with an aim to enable all the rural

A new scheme called “Rural people in Tamil Nadu to 'make use
Housing %cheme” was implemented gtg ‘t)his scheme. All the villages
by the Superintending  Engineer have been brought under the Village
(Highways) from 1966. The Govern Co-operative Housing Society and
o or this e Mo Socieies Lotes ar
or 1S scneme. ousing . .
By this scheme 8,584 houses granted to members by the Tamil
had been built since 1966 to Nadu Co-operative Housing Cons-
31.3.1976 at a cost of Rs.3.59 crores. truction Society.

r .
RS - 2

Tamil Nadu  Co-operative
Housing Society grants loans to its
members to build houses.

Those who possess 13 cents
of land can become a member and
get the loan.

A member can get a loan to
the extent of Rs. 5000. This amount
shall be repaid within 20 years. 93 %
of interest will be charged to those
whose monthly income is upto
Rs. 300/- and 103 % of interest will
be charged to those whose monthly
income is from Rs. 300 to Rs. 600.
No interest will be charged for the
Harijans. Houses can be built by

b2
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the locally available materials.
Through these societies 20,000 loans
were granted to the extent of Rs. 10/-
crores during 1978-79. It is pro-
posed to reach the target of building
10,006 houses at a cost of Rs. §/-
crores before 30.6.°79.

I lakh houses with-in the next five
years. A_ subsidy of 209, or Rs.

- whichever is low is granted
to Hanj_:-m§ who want to build
houses within the cost of Rs. 3000/-
ﬁnd to others who want to build
ouses in the Harijan areas within
the cost of Rs. 3000/- under this
scheme. In addition to that the
Government has come forward to
pay the interest infavour of Harijans
who obtain a loan upto Rs. 5000/: :
to build a house. It has been %
decided to build 20,000 houses per

So far 2511 houses have been
built and 6580 houses are under
construction. 16,800 loan applica-
tions to the value of Rs. 8/- Crores
have been recommended and for-
warded for the approval of the

Govln addition to the above,the

central society. Government of Tamil N year during 1978-80, 1980-'8]
d 'ssued orders on 16.2."179 to%?)istl:'z‘::et ?852’003)2?20 "lssgs per year during l9aSnl<§

%

i

IN Tamil Nadu, there are_32
Employment Offices functioning
whi includes 10  Sub-
%mPlOymem Offices at Dindigul,

rode, Kancheepuram, Ambattur,
Nagappattinam _Tuticorin, Manda-
Pam, Sankarapuram, Alangayam
and Karur; 2 Special Employ-
ment Offices at Madras one for

ofessional and Executive Stan

mployment seekers and the other
for physically handicapped and 3

niversity Employment Information
and Guidence Bureaux at Madras,
Madurai and Annamalai Nagar.

The following imporant schemes
are implemented during the years
1977-78; 1978-"79.

. To give employment opportu-
Mty to the Sche}()iulléd Tribes, Sub-
mployment Offices are functioning

. Sankarapuram in South Arcot
Istrict and at  Alangayam In
orth Arcot District. For the
benefit of the Scheduled Tribes,
2 new scheme called *‘Centralised
Rosters for Communal Reservation
1S set up and functioning in Salem
District as an experimental scheme
give employment opportunity
Under the-ratio basis. A new wing
IS functioning in Salem District
mployment Office for this scheme.

The Government have sanc-

- lioned the proposal to computerise

%(l:eEmployment Exchange operations
cha‘:spccg of nine Employment Ex-
ges in Madras and Chengla-
S“m_\l Districts in order to increase
poy lency largely to  eliminate
aecmplamts and to attract private
fa ;l‘?l' employers and morcover to
Cilitate maintenance of up to date
act rds. Under this programme,
ual details of applicants such as
ifications, age, etc., recorded

Sesan
Cezaan’
..

in index cards of applicants are
transferred in pre-designed in_put
forms using Vvarious codes deve-
lo _ The details of applicants
recorded in the in put forms will
then be punched at the Government.
Data Centre and they will be stored
in a computer tape. The master
file of applicants so maintained
in a computer tape will be used for
selection of applicants through
computor against vacancies notified
to the Employment Exchanges.
In respect of 9 Employment E.x.
changes under computerisation 1n
put ?orms have been prepared for
all applicants on the Live Register
as on numbering around 2,50,000.
The input forms relaging to Pro-
fessfonal and Executive Employ-
ment Office, Madras has been
taken up, first for computerisation

d a sample of 2,000 input forms
;:vc been taken up for punching

and to test various programmes
relating to Employment Exchange
operations.

Not only to increase the emp-
loyment opportunitity to the physi-

cally handicapped and also to enable
them to learn their work, a separate
wing is functioning under  one
Junior Employment Officer each in
Salem and Trichy District Employ-
ment Exchanges. Such wings are
already in operation in Employment
Exchanges of Madurai and Coim-
batore Distriets.

These wings enable the handi-
capped persons to get employment
in Central Government to ¢q
their reservation (Quota) of 3 per-
cent and it helps these physically
handicapped persons in this district
to get proper ‘employment opportu-
nity.

For the benefit of the rural
people and to reduce the work load
of Trichy Districc Employment
Exchange, a sub-employmont ex-
change was openedand istunctioning
at Karur Since 1978-'79. o

Ry



7~
.m.m.mw,ww, Z
SN SeF m Om
5 .3%% ¢ ez
= N [
«cSE2Y =5 § - £
S 5§88 o -l
1NN :
ceifzd 2 < S
SSoxs,. |
TES3 23S =3 O
eeo.w,.w.a IU
SRSTS a w
S§38%° -
ES¥08s g ~
Rs858073 4
.mg,wt,wmm NRE
tn.x.m..ac.l.l
w I3 3
REEL S oS o |
Ot
SSE52¢ed = S
§2.28%% o
SRR Ao
W =
= B
Q
w O
<
/'

JdiIS 9ELL X818y

‘(soul} G) 19288 9uoyd ﬂ“ﬁbenl ﬂ‘&

*900 009 SE/PEW ‘PEOY SWRAID'TS P LG SR
617 NEVN TNVL J0 NOLLVEOJUOD 100dIS
NOLLOWONd SABISNANI 1VIS E—

"NPEN jrue
W SIeyMAuR SeLIISNPUI MBU
@ 404 SIRQA G 341} 10§ UOIS
~S80U0D |@s0ueb enoqe pur JeA0
J31003 Jomod ul UoIONPOL Y GL @
‘SURBOY XB [ SO|RS 9845-1S010)U] @
'S19SSe pexiy uo Apisqns %Gl e
aNso ug
assoy) 0} Ajdde ses.e
Piemoeq uj $9140320;
Il® 0} SUOISSeIUOD |B)DedSg
‘SOJIAI0S jRINSNPU] JBYIO @
*S@JUBdN| _n_..au:%:_
Suwureyqo uy poddns
S,1UBLILIGAOY) 91218 ¢
*$j1483 JOMOd (BUOISSOIUOD ©
‘'seieys 3o Buinumiepun o
‘IS SOURLLSOY
1901 18pun uORRIYIS
-JOAIP 10 uoisuedx® 40} 10
SIHUN MBU 10} SUBO| WD) @
‘@ouepinB Jeuoyy
-820] pue JeLNY ea3u3 ¢
‘sejijoud 308lo.ad jo Aiddns
pue uonesyuep! 308foid ¢
‘S9IpN1s Adjiqisee} uo
SWIAYDS APISQNS JAIDRIIY &
s3Un sjeoe
wnipsw 3 eBiwj 0}

"AJasinu [eLisnpuj

je2LY Ul JON "ON

*L)jx9dsoid [ejzysnpug o3 peoz
YBYy uo jresinof aoeid puy
‘INSOH }¥® JANJUIA INOL 3wd0]

C

L.

57 2% %
&h o=t g
ua ﬂt «
sr O & =
2 £ & 2
o = % B o
.5 g 9 Q
- o o0

i g M s °

o 2 8 kv

N 8w B o s

' B QS o

% < o o
[/, ey Xn

< 8 = O g =

a4 &L 0O %.n 3

A nm .h,h.. =

< .2 o0 o 9 .2

p> - S g I

- 5 o = o 3

= e © >~ O, —

< = ° B w2

- o © m._m o &

< C.m Q Ce

75} r.t& Cw._ - 2

< e “ O s 2
B = 3 S > o0 -

Z 3 93 o . 2

Z “gm afz oo

< 2 3 0 @ 3%
T3 B 83 T

Au; — [ > ] .n

S Zg8 zOgE Z-F

= ﬂ.lm =S = 8

2] = o
E25 EEX& E
= Ea BHO 23 =9

1.
2.
3.

€3AUSMI 4O dECP

3{Qnop $,10IdIS 8! iNSOH O}
s10159Aus Bupioealie jeulew syj
:89A3UIIUL JO BSOP BjqNOQ
‘saLIsSnpul
BuuasauiBua uoistasid pue Jlon
-09J0 10§ jeap! 31EWID S,INSOH
‘'seale Butpunouns
ul Jnoqe| pajysun pue pajjiys
10 Ajuaygd $j00yOS YBiH OM} pue
‘11| ue ‘$3d1}j0 IBWUIA0D)
GG Inoqe jO $1se0q INSOH
‘Ul paAOW Apedlje aney
S9SNOY SS8UISNG UMOUY |IOM
"AMANOE ylim Buiwwiny St NSO
:A31A1308®
HYIMm swIny JNSON
‘JuswAed jo
spow Ase3 'saoud ajqeuosea
1@ sinauaudallud o} ajqe|leny
S3i)1|108} [ein1dNNSeIjUI YIM
‘s1o|d jeuisnpul Jo s8ide 000t
1noqe sasudwod xIdwod INSOH
‘jjews pue
wnipaw ‘Big — sinausidaiiue
fie swie uado YIMm sawod
-jam ajeisa ay) ‘(asojeBueg
woyy swy Gg) AemyBiH jeuonen
aiojeBueg-seipey uo 1ybiy
:840380AU]
SOWOIIOM L0DdIS
‘xojduwi00 je113snput 3sebaeg
$,100dIS sesnoy
VY3 3014181 Hndewaseyq
‘INSOH JO SINYSINO
a3 1e (1jjedepudjooyy
$1 19430 oY3) sebejiiA
OM] 8Y1 JO BUQ ‘IpBANZNYZ

Npeufiwel ul JySy
s, 1LODdIS S

IpeARZNZ



'N addition to the Women’s
Welfare works, the Social Welfare
Department is involved in other acti-
vities such as giving nutritious food
to the pre-school children, mothers
and running homes for the beggars
punished by Courts and implement-
ing various schemes for the welfare
of the physically handicapped.

It has been decided to start 9000
pre-schools in all Panchayats within
five years starting from the Inter-
national Year of Child.

Under the Tribal people sub-
scheme, 70 pre-schools have been
started for the benefit of Tribal
Children. It is proposed to start
30 such pre-schools during 1979-'80.
In addition to that it is also decided
to start 250 Pre-schools during 1978-
83 under the interim sub scheme.

So far 3729 Tricycles were given
10 the physically handicapped per
sons who have lost their legs and
1384 hearing aids were given to the
deaf children studying in schools.

During 1978-'79. 300 hearing
aids were distributed. 700 hearing
aids are to be given during 1979-°80.

Scholarships were sanctioned to
the value of—Rs 3.38 crores to 631
handicapped students and trainees
during 1977-°78 under the Educa-
tional Scholarship scheme for the
physically handicapped. 1047 appli-
cations have been received for the
issue of scholarships to the exient
of Rs. 6 lakhs-——during 1978-'79,

It has been decided to issue free
bus passes to all the phy§ically handi-
capped students and trainees to reach
their schools and training centres
from their residence.

it has been decided to distri-
bute 1000 artifiicial limbs during
1979-80 to the physically handicapped
children who are affected with polio.

Under the pension scheme for
the physically handicapped, pensions
have been granted to 6376 physically
handicapped orphans upto 30th
September 1978.
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Target for this year is 10,000
persons. This scheme has been
materialised by the Revenue Depart-
ment,

ORPHAN WOMEN

THOSE orphan women and,
widows who ire aged not less than

v

40 years are eligible for a pension

f Rs. 20 under this scheme. The
fules applicable to the pension
Scheme for the aged are applicable
' this scheme also. So far 15.000
WOmen have been benefitted under
this scheme.

.. Widows, orphan women, finan-

“ally poor women and handicapped
Women who are between the age
Broup of 20 and 40, and if they are
‘e.chﬂlcally trained in Tailoring are
Eiven free sewing machines. 500
eWing machines were distributed
St year under this scheme. The
.GOVernment have issued orders 1o
{]Ssue 1,000 sewing machines in 1978-
9. This scheme will be materii-
lised during 1979-'80 also.

WELFARE SCHEMES

lN the women and children's
Welfare scheme, Mahalir Mandrams
are playing an important _role. By
training the rural people in handi-
crafts, this scheme helps them to
improve their standard .of hwpg
and to supplement their family
income as well. 11,120 Mabhalir
Mandrams are in existence through
out the state. Rs. 4,000 have been
allotted per Panchayat Union every
year for this purpose.

To encourage Mahalir Man-
drams cash awards are given to the
best Mahalir Mandrams w_hxcl} Is
engaged in promoting multifarious
economic activities. The Mahalir
Mandrams have been d_mded into
three different— categories and are
given the following cash awards of
Rs. 1,000, Rs. 600 ; and Rs. 400
respectively. Rs. 34,400 is allotted
10 distribute 62 cash a\yards under
this scheme during 1979-"80.

A number of applications are
received from orphans and widows

requesting for financial assistance.
Bearing this in mind, it is proposed
to start a scheme to provide employ-
ment opportunities to these persons.
The scheme to provide essential
cormodities for cooking will be run
ol no loss no profit basis. This

scheme will involve an outlay of
Rs. 60,000. &




Town
Planniing

The Integrated Urban Development Programme
drawn for the Secondary cities of Madurai and Coim-
batore and the Anti-Disaster Plan for Tamil Nadu
are particularly noteworthy.

The aim of the Integrated Urban Development
Programme is to meet the demands of the basic amenities
of the people and raise the standard of living of the
weaker sections.

The aim of the Anti Disaster Plan is to prevent
the damages caused through nature’s fury and prepare
protective plans for disaster prone areas on the basis
of scientific knowledge.

Integrated Plan

The total outlay for Madurai town is Rs. 7.76
crores. For Coimbatore the total outlay is Rs. 7.82
crores.

In Madurai and Coimbatore districts the following
basic amenities will be provided for the benefit of the
weaving society and economically backward sections
of society.

Drainage, Pumpsets, sewage ponds, protected
drinking water, subway to relieve traffic congestion
bus stations, departmental stores, housing for the low
income group etc.,

This Directorate is preparing integrated plans for
Salem, Tuticorin and Tiruchi also.

The Directorate is actively associated with  the
preparations of anAnti-Disaster Plan for Tamilnadu.
An Anti Disaster-Cyclone shelter designed by the
Directorate has been commissioned for use during
the recent cyclone at Akkaraipatti (Nagapattinam)
and Mimisal. Five more shelters one under conscruction,
twenty six more have been sanctioned and another
fifty are expected to be built with 100 per cent grant

from the European Economic Committee. The Govern-

'R

ment have sanctioned a S
analysis and preparation
prone areas.

pecial project for vuinerability
of protective plans for disaster

A Scheme has been prepared to install g

. . . s.m le
equipment in all disaster prone areas in the nast

coastal

modern equipment for speedy communication connecting

head-quarters and cyclone affected .
. . areas where
work is carried on. relief

The modernisation of the Directorate of
and Country Planning to enable it to tackle Er%zg
problems and adopt modern methodblogies, which was
started_ last year, has been continued and an Aerial
Photo-interpretation Division hag been set up. The
Division has started interpretation work of Madras
Metropohtan Area for the MMDA and arrangements
are being made for aerial photo interpretation of Madurai

» Tiruchirappallj a
merations. The Gove?gmentnd jalem Urban Agglo-

2 propose to sanction an
expenditure of Rg e
of additional L ooy akh

overnment have also decided

special Inspecting and Moritori ing i
rate of Town an%i y Plansing ot
75,000 to have an

and achievements of Local Planning

The Di(ectorate is already engaged

a view to formulate tc lafs; oy -
plans for these cities. It js proposed tomsrrghzrt,ﬁi?)ut(})g
the existing traffic and Transportation study "Unit to
deal with the increased work during 1979-80, "at a cost
of Rs. 2.25 lakhs.  The Government have also decided
to create an awareness of the urban problems and the
need for Qla}nncd_ urban development among the public
by orgamsing citizens groups in the planning areas
and conducting seminars, They have also drawn u
a scheme and provided a sum of R, 1.5 lakhs for the
purpose.
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.Tamil Nadu has maintained
Significant progress in industrial
development and labour situation
In the past two years. The sheet were se
anchor of the policy of the Govern-
Ment has been to enforce strictly

. 4 e amp
findustrial disputes the workmen fron')'supply of s
2,18(111 fiasglslgng the year 1978. papers. The position as it stands
e is that the workmen can get the
Under the Beedi and Cigar wor- copy of the order free of cost.

isi i i the service particulars of
ons e e o :(}fersw?)(:{(erse have not been officially

The Government issued ?rdelll's
1 isi the
Under the Tamil to extend the provisions of
;sgg{ldeld%%o A{g‘ Rules 36 (2) the lndustrialAEmp}gy“rglentt I(rs:?:s(:;?aﬁ
o
i were requested to open orders) ct, :
nisedWhlle' the Government ret‘;‘-lofé gemrgilgey%:)oks for the benefit of the Estabhshmimz e‘:gl;i)(l:zyu;% ;& Seg:
at o the right of the labour to $ nt employees. The employers are €x- more wc::' ;rd, which af, prescne
Yoy € same time the Governme O aintain the Service Books apply to the indus bishmen
Vz(')‘li(n;;h? pc()jgltive approgcheo{om];:: slith periodical entries and lret:é'sﬂ employing 100 or more wor .
n m - '
vent the OCJS?:,:EZ g;- al strike or a them to the concerned employ
Prolongation of such strikes by

effective conciliation and peaceful
Settlements,

lations ang thus safeguard the in-
terests of the working class.

It is the view of the Govern-
ment that the provision in the mo_del
standing order or certified standing
orders for the termination of services
of a workman for absence for 8
consecutive days should be deleted
and such absence should be treqted
only as a misconduct to be enquired
into after giving an opportunity
to the workmen to explain his

il
Under Rule 31(5).of the Tami
Nadu Beedi and Cigar workers
(conditions of Employment (Rules,

Out of 10,541 industrial units 1968) a worker as apellant ;;‘;uifé
employing 6,61,245 workers in the the copy of the order of [h¢ ZpeTare
tate in 1978, there were industrial authority only on mpay ag er. The
disputes only in 11 establishments requisite copy stamp paper.

aftecti rnment have removed this di‘fﬁ-
a:f’tal?yg ‘2§;Z’5 workers as on 2711 Sx(l)t‘;/e of the worker by exempting

1

The number of strikes and lock
uts during the year under review |
aS compared with the previous years |

13 as follows :- M
1977 1978 -
(@) Number of
strikes in-
Cluding
lockouts 298 378
®) Number
}k of man .
days lost 26,16,963 21,55,675
(Less than
1% of the
total man-
days work

ed)



.case.  To give effect to this proposal,
Government have issued a notifi-
cation amending the Model Standard
Orders, and it has bsen confirmed

in G.O. Ms.No.143, Labour and SN

Employment, dated 27th January
January, 1979,

The Government of TamilNadu
decided that the benefit of grant
of bonus should be statutorily ex
tended toa larger number of emp-
loyees in shops, establishments,
motor transport undertakings and
smaller factories, so that larger
proporition of the working popu-
lation wouald get the benefit of this
welfare measure in Tamil Nadu.
Therefore by a notification issued
by the Government in their order
M.S.No.833, Labour and Employ-
ment Department dated 2nd August
1978 the provisions of the payment
of Bonus Act have bzen made appli-
cable to the following classes of
establishments in which less than
twenty employed or were employed
on any day during the Accounting
year, 1977, Identification cards
will be issued to factory workers
in which the details of their work
will be given, With the identifica-
tion card the workers can claim
their rights and privileges likc casual
leave, bonus, provident fund etc.

The Tamil Nadu factories act
has been amended to this extent.

National Festivais and Holidays Act:

This Act applies to all factories
as defined in clause (m) of section
2 of the Factories Act, 1948 or any
place which is deemed to bz 2
factory under sub-section 2) of
section 85 of the Act, “Plantation”
as defined in clause “f* of section
2 of the Plantations Labour Act,
1951 and all shops and Establish-
ments as defined in clause (6) of
section 2 of the Tamil Nadu Sho
and Establishment Act 1947 The
Government have also extended
the provisions of this Act to all
establishments defined under section
* 2 (h) of the Beedi and Cigar workers
(Conditions and Employment) Act.
1966.
~ Government have extended the
provisions of this Act to the Schedule]
employments for which the Staté
Government is the appropriate autho
rity under the Minimum wages
Act, 1948,

Minimum wages Act 1948:

During the year, 1978, Govern-
ment have fixed/revised minimum

rates of wages for the following
employments:-

(1) Employment in Tanneries and
Leather manufacturing,

(2) Employment in Printing
Presses, , v

(3) Employment in loading and
unloading operations in mar-
kets, shandies/fairs and mar-
ket places and other like
places,

(4) Employment in Automobile
workshop.

The Government have consti-
tuted a Minimum wages Advisory
Committee for the employment in
Agriculture and works ancilliary to
agriculture with a view to revise
minimum rates of wages for this
employment. This Committee is
headed by a Member of Board of

‘Revenue, with an employer and

employee representatives.

Proposals for constitution of

(3) Employment in Bought Leaf
Tea Factories.

(4) Employment in
Industry,

(5) Employment in Handloom
Weaving Industry:

©) Employment in~ Handloom
Silk Weaving Industry.

Timber

With a view to fix minimum
rates of wages for the workers
engaged in the following employ-
ments ,Government have included

there in the schedule to the minimum
wages act.

(1) Employment in Hospitals and
Nursing Homes (other than
Government and E.S.I. Hos-
pitals and Dispensaries)

2 Employment in Vessel (uten-
sil) making.
Employment in Bleaching and
Dyeing.

(49 Employment in Tailoring,

Tripartite Committee to suggest

Minimum wages Advisory Commit- amendments to Labour Laws:-The

tees for fixation/revision of minj-
mum rates of wages for the following
employments are under considera.

tion:----

(1) Employment in Motion Pic-
ture Industry (including pro-
duction, distribution and
publicity).

cutting;

object in view, the
have S€t up a Tripartite Committee
consisting of representatives of emp-
loyers,

officials to suggest amendments to
(2) Employment in synthetic gem the existing labour laws,

policy of the Government is to

ensure all benefits and safety to the
workers by providing built in pro-

vision in " |aw itself . With this

Government

employees, legislators and

This

committee has completed its deli-

beragon with regard to amendments
Ielating to

(1) Tamil Nadu Shops and esta-
blishiments Act, 1947.

(2 Tamil Nadu Catering Esta-
blishments Act, 1958.

(3) Tamil Nadu Industrial Esta-
blishments (National and
Festival Holidays Act, 1958).

Y Good Industrial Relation Awards
cheme :

The  Government of Tamil
Nadu took 4 positive step in 1978
O encourage maintenance and conti-
Mance of good jndustrial relations
etween managements and workmen

Y instituting special awards fof
Managements and trade unions under
3 scheme. The Government have
S€t up a selection committee under
this scheme consisting of seven
em.ployees and employees represen-

1VeS respectively under the chair-

Mmanship of a Retired High Court

udge to select the winners for

AWards, Thjs scheme is to be imple-
Mented from the award year 1978.
The Committee met on 28th Novem-
ber 1978 and considered the form
?ﬁ‘ application to be submitted bY
ti © employers/trade unions for get-
N awards under this scheme and

othel'incidental like publicity
matters hike pu

s The Committee decided that
eme and application might
Published in all leading news-

the
s be sch
a

pers,

The Tamil Nadu Institute of
Lap functioning
€ the control of the Commis-
Ner of Labour has been upgraded

our studije s
ng s wa
Slo

arate De- Mahabalipuram, Courtallam, Ooty,
by Govemn:,\e/[}itileasu;gigg?ng this and Yercaud. The Holiday Home
partment, rnment ordered that at  Yercaud 1s functioning now.
institute Gove its existing functions, Twenty persons can stay at a [;lme(i
in addit/o tg rtake the publication A nominal rent of Rs. 1.50 per 'ga
it should up ew Journal in Tamil is being collected. The Holiday
of Labour lﬁ? of the workmen and Homes at other centres will be com-
for the bene blication of various ing up shortly.

also the pu Tamil with notes on e following programmes are
cout o he Labour Lo il of the Board.
cour. de(‘:lSl%"l:hilTwas released by on the anvi

Jourg?\lieil‘nMinister on [5th “Sepﬁ:m-
g:; 1978 under the-name of “Uzhaip

pavar Ulagam™.

Purchase of film projector for
the benefit of workers.

To open a community centre
in the city of Madras to conduct
decided to run marriagesl, (;lther social functions on

has Cec! nominal charge.
1';lrhe BI-(l)i::r?es for workers at &
Holiday

Holiday Home for workers :

To open a Library in the office
building complex at Teynampet.

To construct a comforta}ble and
inexpensive  occommodation fot:
trade union leaders and workers
representatives who come to Madras
to solve Labour problems,

To start Book Banks in the city
of Madras, Tiruchirapalli, Madurai
and Coimbatore for the benefit of
the sons and daughters of workers,
who study in the schools and colleges.

To conduct sports among
workers at district ,regional and
state level.

To give tution fees and exa-
mination fees payable to the approval
institute for Typewritting and Short-
hand for workers’ Children.

To construct a stadium in‘North
Madras for outdoor and indoor
games. °

£Q



The Finance Minister has already announced in

his Budget speech for 1979-80, the decision of the
Government to reorganise the Revenue firkas in the
State. About 350 new firkas are expectedto be formed
under the reorganisation proposal. _This will be imple-
mente(}i1 ina phased é)rtograhmme spread over two or three
ears having regard to the populati area ;
?’evenue g o popuiation, area and land
There are 29 sub-taluks, both depen :
independent, to be upgraded into tallf)kes dlfrl:clier d[ltlu(é
programme of quradmg all sub-taluks into full-fledged
taluks. The Finance Minister has announced in pjs
Budget speech for 1979-80 that 13 new taluks will be
created during 1979-80, by upgrading 14 existing sub-
taluks. The remaining sub-taluks will also be up-
graded into taluks in the subsequent years.

Government have increased the honorarium to
all Village Officers by an uniform rate of rupees ten

per month from Ist April 1978. Gov

_ : . ern :
also raised the consolidated travelling auomxﬁiflcfdfg
y;llagc Ofﬁcers_ ranging from Rs. 12/- to Rs. 30/- per
annum depending on the distance from Head quatters

With a view to enabling an : ié i
Scheduled Caste and Scheguledd%gfgggd%fng?;‘ :)c "
compete for appointment to the post of Village gﬂgs 19
the QOvernm;nt approved a scheme for coacgin i
dates belonging to Scheduled Castes and S‘g Cdandl-
Tribes for the Village Officers Special vTestmlg 'luefi
nation. Four special coaching centres were ened
in Thanjavur ,Madurai, Salem and Cuddal o
2nd January 1978 for a period of 3 mon 5 10 et
training to Schedul;d Castes and Scheduled Tribes candi
g:éis ;;erTxgz :&ndlﬁgs were paid a stipend ofslg:n%l(;

er th. 1s scheme is expec '
the deficiency in the availability of qufri;iegd lgc}:eén (:va:
Castes and Scheduled Tribes candidates for the a;pl:)iit

ths to impart .

ment as Village Officers and will really help the Sc eduled
g stes and Scheduled Tribes candidates in competing
or the post of Village Officers. So far, 894 candidates

longing to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
Were trained as Village Karnams and 82 candidates
were trained as Village Headmen.

Urlbamn
Land Tax

i The value of lands in urban areas had soared,

Jleading to specuiations and hoarding of valuable scarce

Urban land.” One of the solution envisaged was that a

ceiling on indjvidual holding and ownership of urban

Property beyond resonable limits could ‘be imposed.
€ objective was to socialise all urban and url?amsabl;

al S, impose a ceiling on the size of the holdings an
80 limit the size of the houses.

JUY

With this objective in vi Tamil Nadu Urban
s objective in view ,the 1a 1976 (President’s

d (Ceiling and Regulation) Act
gulation) Act,
Act 34 of 1976), was enacted).

tself three main

This Act incorporated within i
features, namely:- P

(/) Imposition of ceiling on the holding of vacant
land by a person (an individual), a family
a firm ,a company or a body of association
or individuals;

(ii) lmposition of ceiling on the plinth area
of dwelling units to be constructed in future.

(iii) Regulation of transfer of urban property.

While implementing the Act, there have been
spate of representations and also press reports bringing
to the notice of the Government the innumerable aiffi-
culties experienced by the public. In response. 10
to public demand, Government have enacted the Tamil

*Nadu Urban Land (Ceiling and Regulation) Act, 1978
(Tamil Nadu Act 24 of 1978), in order to maintain the
spirit ,Vviz,. socialisation of urban property and remove
the hardship caused to the public by irksome provisions
of the old Act. In this process, the Tamil Nadu Urban
Land (Ceiling and Regulation (Act, 1976. (President’s
Act 34 of 1976) has been repealed.

In the new Tamil Nadu Urban Land (Ceiling and
Regulation) Act, 1978 (Tamil Nadu Act 24 of 1978)
the extent of Madras Urban agglomeration has been
reduced from 1,000 sq.km. to 575 sq.km, and by about
one-third of the original extent in respect of other urb':n

agglomerations.




=4y TAMILNADU

<" GOVERNMENT'S
ggyfessmms TO ,
PALLAVAN TRANSPOR
COMMUTERS (1 -

My dear girl,
you need not
buy ticket!

o Free Travel for children upto the

age of 5, to ma [
year of the chilzl'f the International

e Free Travel for the blind t
hospital, workshop or sch(c))g |c.) to

This apart, special facilitie

rt, s and
concessions to regular passen
students, children, w Priok
shift workers. - omen and night

Corporation
Limited (Metro)

(An Undertaking of the Government of Tamiinadu)

Madras - 600 002.

:iv

Sobhagya/pte-284

tim!am” Nadu is coverd by nine Transport Corpox('ﬁ:
hated each responsible for running efficient co-gr i
on and economical transport_service with emphasi$
inecVice to the travelling public. The Corporations
A¢tion is in accordance with sound commercial princi-
?r:s and ensure operation of an efficient and economic
NSport system in the respective areas.
During the vear 1979-80, 1.354 mew buses werg;
PUt on the roads at a total cost of Rs. 2,166 lakhs. - Ou
Of these 886 buses were for replacement and 468 were
gllftlons to the fleet.

are Measures:
ervice conditions, namely Dearness Allowances

I‘;Ouse Rent Allowance, Leave ,Medical‘Beneﬁts etc.,
Ve been made uniform in all corporations: .
incidlen May 1978 after a negotiated settlement, alongwn%t:
0 Mal increases in fringe benefits, the total bene
€ach transport worker rangesfrom Rs. 61/-to Rs. 69/-

from 6he quantum of sick leave has also been enhanced
to 8 days per annum from the Ist January, 1978.

angd S:llmee" facilities have been provided in 51 places
S0 rest rooms with recreational facilities.

of ta';chpaSSCS are issued to children of the employetlts

them to assengers Transport Corporation to. enable

£0 to school or college.

h I(rj]‘ order to provide relief to the families of workers
jnc;e In harness on any date on or after the dates
ase}:juon of the corporations, one dependantof the
tion w.thWOerr§ is provided with a job in the corpora-
providl out reference to the Employment Exchange,
®d he/she is qualified for the vacant post.
Tl‘angree in-patient treatment will be given to the
in thpon Workers on par with Government servants
overnment Hospitals. The scheme in this

re ‘
]9%%‘:(1 fame into operation with effect from Ist April

duce-ghi Family . p~-~4t 1ynd Scheme has been intro-
c0rp0rat>' all Tr.f"‘;‘th' v Zorporations. Most of the
ang p, 10N have",, € %S¢ Employees’ Welfare Trusts
Pluseg Ve diverted sybstantial amounts from their sur-
book SthhCSe Funds are used for giving books, note-
°ﬂlployecs €S, scholarships ete., to the children of

pR——

_ . 1ne quesuon of forming industrial co-operatives
with the women members of the families of Transport

¢ workers for stitching the uniform is under the considera-

tion of Pallavan Transport Corporation in consultation
with the Director of Industries and Commerce,

In the current year 1,500 houses would be allotted
for the employees of Pallavan Transport Corporation
under the “Own your own house’ Scheme of the Tamil
Nadu Housing Board. 3000 houses would be con-
structed with the financial assistance to the extent of
Rs. 6,43,143 lakhs from Co-operative Societies, HUDCO,
LIC, etc.

The workers of all Transport Corporations and
their families will be permitted to travel free for 1,500km.
in all, in a year in Government Transport buses other
than Express buses.

Amenities to Passengers:

Fares in Express Buses of Pallavan Transport
Corporation have been reduced to 5 paise per km. with
effect form Ist April, 1978 benefitting a large number
of passengers.

The Programme of construction of bus shelters
during 1978-79 has been accelerated and 402 shelters
have been constrcuted during the year as against 350
originally planned.

Two air-conditioned buses have been introduced
between Madras and Trivandrum from 13th September
1978.

For the convenience of the travelling public, reser-
vations of seats can be made 10 days in advance

Special arrangements are made in connection
with the various fairs and festivals in Tamil Nadu.
Special buses are run in sufficient numbers to clear the
traffic quickly. Arrangements for orderly regulation
of traffic are made. For the convenience of passengers,
pandals are put up where necessary and drinking water
and toilet-facilities are provided.

School and College students in the rural areas
would be eligible for 33-1/3% concession in the fares -
for the journey in moftussil and town services to their
educational institutions and back.

Passes will be issued to all blind persons to travel
free in the buses of S.T.Cs other than Express Bt_xses
for travel to and from hospitals, work-spots and schools
to their residences. During the current International
Chiidren’s year, Children below five years of age will be
allowed to travel free in the buses of S.T.Cs and those
of private operators.

Bus stands now leased to private contractors would
be taken over by the State-owned Transport Corpora-
tions. The Transport Corporations would themselves
establish facilities such as latrines, rest rooms, restau-
rants, and other hygienic measures in the bus stand
and deduct the expenses while paying the lease amount
to the Municipalities.

50 Ambulance Vans would be put on the road in
1979-80 to cater to the needs of the rural ?eople. The
scheme is to be financed from the Chief Minister’s
Accident Relief Fund and by the Government owned
Transport Corporations {00 more Ambulance vans
will be put on later. ®



The Housing Board can look
back upon the years 77-78 and 78-79
with a sense of satisfaction and
pride in having created many re-
cords.

Its expenditure of Rs, 174]

lakhs during the ‘year 1977-78 and
Rs. 2116.16 lakhs during the year
1978-79 on schemes represents 3009
increase over the expenditure in
1969-70 and twice that in the subse-
quent three years.
HUDCO is one of the main sources
of finance for the Housing Board.
The Board drew a loan of Rs. 656
lakhs during the year 1977-78 and
Rs. 774 lakhs during the year
1978-79. It continues to lead other
house building organisations in the
country in drawing maximum loan
from the HUDCO.

In physical terms, the Board
completed and handed over to its
allottees 5108 dwelling units during
the year 1977-78 and 5046 dwelling
units during the year 1978-79,

For the Economically Weaker
Sections, 1866 units were completed
during the year 1977-78 and 549
units were completed during the
year 1978-79. Apart from this 290
more units were in progress. Rs.
96.91 lakhs were spent during the
year 1977-78 and Rs. 54.66 lakhs
were spent during the year 1978-79
on this scheme.

For the Low Incomz Group,
Rs. 27593 lakhs were spant to
complete 1368 dwelling units during
the year 1977-78 and Rs. 381.14
lakhs were spent to complete 2585
dwelling units during the year 1978-
79. Apart from this 3055 units
were in various stages of construc-
tion.

For the Middle Income Group,
Rs. 478.57 lakhs were spent to
complete 1238 dwelling units during
the year 1977-78 and Rs. 405.64
lakhs were spznt to complete
1081 units during the year 1973-79.
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tock of houses for
Government servants under Tamil
Nadu Governments Rental Housing
Scheme the Board was able to add
636 units during the year 1977-78
and 831 units during the year1978-79.
The work on 944 more quarters
was also started. Rs. 172.47 lakhs
during the year 1977-78 and Rs.
181.46 lakhs during the year 1978-79
were spent respectively.

In land acquisition and develop-
ment schemes the Board spent
Rs, 346.02 lakhs during the year
1977-78 and Rs. 462.49 lakhs during
the year 1978-79, mostly on complet-
ing development works in old
schemes such as A A. Nagar, K.K.
Nagar, Korattur, Vyasarpadi, A.A.
Nagar West, South Madras Neigh-
bourhood and Tiruvanmiyur at
Madras. New Neighbourhoods at
Erode, Tiruchengode, Pudukottai
were started during the year 1977-78.

Under Urban Development
Schemes the Madras Metropolitan
Development Authority has launch-
ed a development project covering
an extent of 500 acres costing Rs. 235
lakhs at Maraimalai Nagar and the
Housing Board was assigned the
development works such as laying
of roads, storm water drains cul-
verts etc. which are being completed.
In addition to this the Board also
took up construction of 144 units
for Low Income Group pezople.

Another development project
proposed by the Madras Metropoli-
tan Development Authority is at
Manali covering an extent of 419
acres. The Housing Board has
been entrusted with the works at
developing 212 acres in this area.
In addition to this the Board alsc
took up coastruction of 960 units
for Low [ncomel Yroup people.

The sites and gervice progiamme
aided by the World Bank is one of
the most satisfying schemes taken
up by the Housing Board during
thé¢ year 1977-78. This scheme.

sponsored by the World Bank is to-
benefit mostly the economically
weaker sections residing in Madias
Metiopolitan Area.  Under this
scheme 13467 plots would be made
available at Arumbakkam, Villi-
vakkam and Kodungaiyur. 9760
of these plots will be for Economi-
cally Weaker Sectionswhile the rest
will be for the Low Income Group-
people.  The total cost of the
scheme will be Rs. 932.88 lakhs to
be spent in 4 years. In addition to
developed residential plots, lands
has been reserved for small scale
lodustries and commericial uses.
An extent of 175 Hectares of land
would be developed in these three
areas. The scheme at Arumbakkam
1s expected to be completed by Sep-
tember ‘79 and the scheme at Villi-
vakkam has also been commenced
and is in progress. The lands for
Kodungaiyur scheme is in the ad-
vanced stage of acquisition. Rs.
175 Jakhs during the year 1977-78
and Rs. 206.18 lakhs during the
year 1978-79 were spent out of total
of Rs. 932.88 lakhs.

The Tamil Nadu Housing Board
has been chosen as one of the agency
for executing the works of housing

programmes under Integrated Urban -

Development Programme in the
state. In Coimbatore, schemes to
the value of Rs. 390.54 lakhs and at
Madurai works to the value of
Rs. 500 lakhs sanctioned by the
Government of India are taken up
by the Housing Board. The works
in both the places have been com-
menced and in progress.

~ The Housing Board’s poineer-
ing work in the field has been recog-
nised and appreciated in a large
measure by Administrators and tech-
nocrats throughout the country. 1t
1s not only in the field of construc-
tion that the Board has set a new
pace, on the administrative and
production sides also it has set up
records.

The Cellular Concrete Plant at
Ennore has reached peak production
and the working of the Wood Work-
ing Unit was also extremely satis-
factory during these years. The
Board has set up its mosaic tile
unit and supplying mosaic tiles for
the works from the year 1978-79.

The revenue collections conti-
nued to maintain an upward trend
and same trend is being maintained.
The happy perferjance in the last
two year . L. n us the confi-
dence that’» | .. do still better in
the years to come and we have set
ourselves the goal of spending
Rs. 25 crores and making availa-
ble 12,800 units during 1979-80,

£I?UCATION continues to get top
Priority in our planned endeavour
10 betier the life of the people. The
Outlay on education for 1979-'80
§0Rs'209 Crores, which represent
3% of the total expenditure. The
Xpenditure on education has been
Steadily rising, as may be seen from
the figure of Rs. 123 crores spent
In 197576, Rs. 143 Crores in 1976-
7 and Rs. 163 crores in 1977-'78
and Rs. 191 Crores in 1978-'79.

. There has been a rapid growth
In School Education and the quality
S also improved. As on 1st
Ugust 1978 there were 36,238
Schools in’ Tamil Nadu and 85.43
akh pupils were studying in them.

The percentage of Children of
age groups 6-11 and 11-14 already
hrolled is 949 and 58% respect-
tively, About  3.21 lakhs unl(lle(xi'

€5¢ two age groups were enroile

addltionallyging 19’17)7-’78 and 1.93
lakhsin 1978-79.  The total number
Ot pupils who studied in 1978-"79
I the 3,310 Elementary schools
Was 67.46 lakhs and the number
Of teachers 1,81,087 and the teacher-
PUpil ratio worked out to 1:37..

. There were suggestions from
Varioys quarters to l%gghlcn the load
no various  subjects under the
dew 10 year school syllabus intro-
l‘glced’ gradually in schools from
ti 12273 to *76-77. After consul-
INg educational experts the Govern-
u °0t have reduced the excess burden
Mer all subjects from 1978-'79.
a{)g".‘ 197778 detentions have been

lished in standards 1-3 in all

rg

schools. This measure will decrease
the dropouts to some extent.

i f
o improve the teaching ©
scienze in ls)chools, a sum of hl;:é
55.000/- is spent for the purcha
of ’equipment for science 12.1boratonesl
for each Govem;nenthe}l{;‘%h %23;
r the sc .
:gli:ctsegmu;rr;;l e75 schools have been
covered  in the past two ye:ars(i
Another 25 schools will be covere

in 1979-'80. In the year 1977-'78,

i ijence Laboratory Vans
6 Mobile 5 Grant to pur-

were sanctioned.

equipment _fo'r
Higher elementary schools are being
sanctioned.

chase laboratory

To provide buildings for schools
additional grant has been alloqat;d.
A survey will be taken of the existing
facilities like buildings, libraries,
laboratories etc., Based on this, it
is proposed to provide facilities
immediately to these schools having
minimum facilities, The extension
of facilities will be graded on this
aspect. Permanent buildings will
be constructed to these schools




which do not have permanent build- =~

ings.
COMPARTMENTAL PASS:

Hitherto, for becoming eligible
for admission to higher studies one
should pass all subjectsat one sitting.
The Government has now introduced
the compartmental system of pass
in the S.5.L.C, A.LS.L, O.S.L.C.
and Matriculation Examinations. In
the present system it is enough if
a cadidate appears for and passes
only the subjects which he has
failed. This is a major reform

ushered in by the Government of
Tamil Nadu.

The concession of permitting
all persons who have completed
14 years and have not had a school
education can sit for the S.S.L.C.
examination.

Those who have completed 16
years and possess a pass in standared
VIIIin recognised schools can appear
as private candidates for the S.S.L.C
Examination.

Till now the number of fresh
awards per year under the Rural
Talent scholarships Scheme was
only one in each of the 374 Pancha-
yat Unions in  the state. This
number has been doubled to 4 from
1978-’79 and this will be in accor-
dance with the policy of the Govern-
ment.

Steps were takento bring out
text-books on time for the distribu-
tion of all students. Steps have
been taken to produce note books
from cheap paper through the Text-
book Society.

From 1978-'79, no tuition fees
are levied from Anglo-Indian Stu
dents (irrespective of the income
limit of their parents) studying in
Anglo-Indian schools.

The Government of I[ndia in
the Department of Social Welfare
has been addressed f{or clearence

for getting CARE assistance for
setting Central Kitchens. In the
Dharmapuri district. {16 Kitchens
serving 90,000 pupils) and Rama
nathapuram district (32 kitchens
serving 1,76,000 pupils) in the first
instance in 1979280. Out of the
total non-recurring cost of Rs. 144
lakhs involved in setting up 48
Kitchens, this Government will have
to bear Rs. 79 lakhs and CARE 65
lakhs.

r

TEACHERS’ WELFARE:

The Government are evincing
continuous and active interest in
promotig the welfare of the 2%
lakhs of teachers working in theé
schools of Tamil Nadu.

Higher Grade posts held by
Secondary Grade qualified teachers
are up-graded as Secondary grade
posts on a phased programme.
During the past two years 3,000
posts have been upgraded.

The Government have now
decided to regularise the appoint
ment of all the graduate teachers
from the date of their original
temporary appointment allowing
them arrears of increment also in
full; physical education teachers in
the school now receive Rs. 50/-
per annuam as uniform allowance.

SCHOLARSHIPS TO TEACHERS
CHILDREN:

The Government have sanc-
tioned a scheme for giving scholar-
ships to sons and daughters of the
teachers/in service, retired or de-
ceased for continuing higher studies.
So fresh scholarship will be awarded
every year, 25 for Engineering, 25
for Medicine ,20 for Agriculture and
10 for Veterinary. Each scholarship
will amount to Rs, 500 per year.

HIGHER SECONDARY EDUCA-
TION:

The Higher Secondary course
has been introduced in Tamil Nadu
from 1978-'79 and the first year
class of the 2 year Higher Secondary
Course (42 stage of the 104243
pattern of Education) was started
from Ist July 1978.

The Government have decided
that the Higher Secondary Course
should be started only in schools.
Schools were selected keeping in
view the object of ensuring that,
by and large, there is atleast one ins-
titution in each PanchayatUnion and
in each Municipality selection was
made with a rural bias, in order that
Higher Secondary Education with
its thrust on vocational education
will be available within easy reach
of the rural masses. Higer Secon-
dary Course has been started in
912 schools, during 1978-'79.
1,14,000 boys and girls are studying
in these schools.

Out of 1,08,000 pupils who
passed the 11 year S.S.L.C. in March
1978, barely 78,000 joined the Pre-
University Class in Colleges. But
out of the 116,000 pupils who passed
the 10 year S.S.L.C. at the same
time, as maay as 1,14,000 have
Jjoined the Higher Secondary Course.
It will be obvious that the scheme
of Higher Secondary Education has
made post - Secondary education
accessible to wider sections of the
Community. It is further a matter
for gratification that out of the
1,14,000 pupils in Higher Secondary
schools, as many as 24,400 are
studying Vocational courses.

To meet the further needs of
teachers for academic subjects in
Higher Secondary schools, 1,300
additional posts, were sanctioned
in 1978-°79. In 1979-°80 it is pro-
posed to create 1,740 additional
posts of Higher Secondary Teachers
for the 870 ordinary Higher Second-
ary Schools.

VOCATIONAL HIGHER SECON-
DARY COURSE :

That nearly 259 of the total
intake of students in the Higher

E

4 dology, duration,

Secondary System have chosen voca- ||
tional courses is a very good augury
for the future of these programmes.
709 Higher Secondary Schools arci
each offering one or more vocatlonaf
courses, and the total number O
vocationa} courses so offered is 1,133-

The 24,400 pupils in vocational

courses are studying one or the other
of 37 vocational subjects falling

under six major occupational areas. |-

Non-Formal Education and Adult

ucation:

The Government are aBXiOUS

that, while determined efforts must

made to universalise elementary
education upto the age of 14 years,

Non-formal and Adult educational >

facilities must be extended to the FHE

non-schoolers  and dropoutsd olf
school age, as well as to the adult

i their edu-
Population, to remedy d'to enable }

cational deprivation and to €l
them to develop their potentiality.

Non-Formal Education

Among the children of age
group 6-15 who have never g(;tr:;
to school, or have diopped out & o
attending school for 2 few ye%n;
many belong to the poorest sectt ons
of society. They may not bcf a te
to take advaniage of the orm._
school system. If the aim of uci"-
Versalisation of Elementary ¢ gc
Cation for age-group 11-141s 10 o
achieved, a flexible  system o
:ﬁhooling has to be pxiql;':dte:e th?)-

em - flexible i riculim,
oxy, duracion curworking hours
etc., Non-Formal Education Centres
Were opened by the Department’g9
on-Formal Education in 197 ;
at the rate of 1 in each of the 37
anchayat Unions in the State-
he number of Centres were 10

{ directly by Pan

creased to 2 in 1977’78 and 4 in

1496 such

279 so that now h
cl::Zt8res are funcuon;ng 3 S,:acg U::d

tions for
opened, ¥ each of ten
ts 3 courses cal

condtll‘:; sduraticn with different setls
e The present enrol-

ts . >
o dt“;ﬁo:uS the Centres 18 aboué
Tsegoo The Cenires are focate

i “Jnion Schocl building
ot Pat:lc\l;ay;thz]; 0teachers conduci
and on-formal education classes
for Znhours in the evenings and get
t::t(lerhonorarium of Rs.SO/'- per month.
Non-formal education Cgl?}rgz
being run in 780 other VIlIag
i chayat Unions from

theierg?at?g:lrd of acult educe-

i onstituted. s
uo:tr:saivill)le;: o;en;d in 78G villages.
ce

COLLEGIATE EDUCATION

The outlay on collegiate edu-
cation has been nearby doubled
after June 1977 as against only Rs:lo
crores spent on college education
in 197576 and Rs. 12 crores in
1976-77; about Rs. 2} -iores Weg
spent in 1977’78 ana about l’{s9
crores will be spent in 1978-'79.

U.G.C. Scale

The previous Government was
shelving the issuc on scme pretp:;
or other giving rcom for a'gllt:ant on
by colicge iezuners. Wit ¢
teachers’ weifaie in miid, the Go;/‘gr
ment have exienced (O teac_n:ﬁ
staff of Government ana ax‘d
colieges of Arts ard Sciences, Lav
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Colleges Engineerin

» Engi g College

Polytechnicg In  Madras, ﬁ:dsg(}

:tajnd Annamalai Um‘versities, the

l l(i9(‘:/4 scales of pay effective from

]:,:'977. with Ionetary effect from
New University

The Government bave decided
to develop the Presidency College,
Madras as an Institution of Post
(‘}ir;dpate, studies and Research. §
additional courses were start
oaon: arted from

_This Government is taking in-
tensive steps to start two new Uni-
versities one in Tiruchirapalli and
one in Coimbatore districts.

With a view to extend facilities
for Legal education, it js proposed
to open Law Colleges at Coimbatore
and Tiruchirapalli from 1979-°80.

Tamil Nadu is the first state to
grant autonomy to Colleges, 10
Colleges in the State (6 colleges
under Madras University and 4
under Madurai Kamaraj University)
have been given autonamy in order
to enable them to improve the
quality of education.

An adhoc merit grant of Rs,
300/- is paid to all students belong-
ng to the Scheduled Castes and
scheduled Tribes including converts
o christianity (irrespective of the
ncome limit of the parents of the

students) who (i) Obtain 60°; and
above in the S.S.L.C. Examination

and (') pass in first class in the
P.U.C. examination. Thjs grant is
to enable them to prosecute higher
studies of their choice ,and is over
and abpve all other facilities and
concessions to which they are eligible
as student belonging to the Scheduled
Castes and Tribes. This scheme
costs the Government about Rs. 5
lakhs per annum.

From 197778, full fec con-
cession is given in Degree Courses
and above, to all scheduleq caste
and tribes students, irrespective of
the annual income of theijr parents,

The Colleges are required to
refund the entire tujtion fee, retain-
ing only one term/semester fee, to
the students who leaves the first
year degree course, either on account
of getting admitted to jn Professional
College or for any other reason,

before the completion of the first
term/semester,

Alongwith the implementation
of the U.G.C. Scales, a numbey

-of measures have also been taken

10 improve the lot of

Demonst_ra.tors and Tug>2Ch\:;sé
have put n 3 or more years of service
as on st December »1977 and also
POssess post-graduate qualification
in their discipline have been up-
graded as Assistant Professors/with
effect from Jst December 1977 and

allowed to draw the Universit
Grar_lts Commission scales of paz
applicable to thjs upgraded category.
'S process of wupgradation has
been practically completed. This
concession will also apply to all Tu-
tors and Demonstrors who possess/
acquire post graduate qualification
and Complete three years of service
In their present post, as and when
they fulfill (he three-year term.

Under the U.G.C. Scales the
pay of the principals of colleges
1s fixed as Rs. 1,200 to Rs. 1,800.

With a view to ensure full and
Prompt payment of salaries to staff
of Aided colleges, the Government
have introduced a revised pattern
of grants from |st June 1977 under
which the entire net defecit in salary
expenditure is met by the Govern-
ment and grants are released to the

Colleges more than eight times a
year.,

. _Teaching staff of ajded colleges
N Tamil Nadu have been eligible
for retirement benefit  (Pension,
etc.) as early as from Ist Apil 1962.
Fom [st April 1976, these benefits
have been extended Lo non-teaching
staff  also, of these Colleges. It is
Proposed to extend 1o the staff of
aided colleges, the group insurance
§cherpe (under which Rs. 10,000
1S paid to familieg of persons dying
In harness.) The leave benefits to
Aided College teachers have also

been liberalisced and they have been ™ TECHNICAL EDUCATION:

made eligible for Medical leave tor
Months (as against 12 months
Previously)

JOB SECURITY:

The Government had originally
assumed progection from retrench-
Ment of any college stafl (teaching
Or non-teaching) who was in service
on 31st March 1977 consequent on

i) abolition of P.U.C. from

197980 or

) duc to uncconomic strength
and falt in work load.

The Protection has since been ex-
tended 1o retrenchment due to
closure of classes or implenentation
of 4 new pattern of education, Per-
80ns appointed to permanent vacan-
¢ies dur,ng the period 3(st March
- to 26.2.1979 have also been
8Iven proteciion . For implement-
Ng this protection the Government
Propose to take a number of steps
1 Consultation with the Universities
IXe starting new courses, special
Coaching classes, reduction of mini-
Mum student strength,  colleges
fomplex  scheme, sending college
teachers for higher studies etc.

T e A

The Provision for Technical
education i 1979-80 is Rs. 7.6
crores. There are 6 engineering
Colleges directly under the Depart-
ment and seven other Engineering
Colleges. There are 39 Polytechnics
(including 3 women poly-technics)
and 14 Tecnhical High Schools.

The issue of starting a Techno-
logical University had been allowed
to drift for more than a decade.
As soon as this Government assumed
charge they devoted particular atten-
tion to it and have been able to pass
the neessary legislation recently
for setting up at Madras *“The
Perarignar Anna University of Tech-
nology. The Principal seat of the
University will be the college of-
Engineering ,Guindy and thxjee other
institutions of Madras will form
part of the University.

During 1979-80 a new Poly
technic will be set up by Govern-
ment in Dharmapuri district where
there is no Polytechnic at present.

With the assistance of the
Central Government a technical
institute to train food technologists
will be started in July ’79 in Tiruchi.
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Three Technical Educational
Institutions will start functioning
in 1979-'80 in rural areas, with ex-
tension activities.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION;

The Government takes keen
interest in  providing all facilities
for the promotion of sports in the
schools and Colleges. From 1978-
’79 each Physical Education teachers
in High Schools has been ordered
to be paid every year an uniform
allowance of Rs. 50/- each from the
games fee fund of the  School.
Open - air gymnasia have been-
sanctioned for about 15 schools in
rural areas.

PENSION TO SPORTSMEN:

The Government have sanc-
tioned from Ist April 1978, a scheme
for grant of Financial Assistance to
outstanding sportsmen/women in
Tamil Nadu who are now in indigent
circumstances and to the dependents
of such sportsmen/women who leave
their families unprovided. To be
eligible for assistance under the
scheme: the contribution of the
individual to the development of the
sports or games must be significant.
The Sportsman/woman who wants
to apply for the assistance should
have attained the age of 60 years.
The private means of the applicant
must not exceed Rs. 150/- per month.
Every person selected for grant of
assistance will be paid a sum of
Rs. 75/- per month for life, The
first sanction.shall however be for
a period of 3 years.

SCOUTS AND GUIDES:

The Government of Tamil Nadu
hosted the EighthNational Jamboree
of Bharat Scouts and Guides at
Maraimalainagar near Madras in
January 1979, About 20,000 scouts
and guides from various parts of the -
country and some neighbouring
countries participated. The elabo-
rate steps taken by this Govern-
ment to make the Jamboree a success
was apprecipated, by all.

TAMIL DEVELOPMENT:

The Government are anxious
that the policy of adopting Tamil
as the official language of Tamil
Nadu should be implemented with
full vigour at all levels.

A scheme has been sanctioned
to give pensions to Tamil Scholars
in indigent circumstancesat at the

ra



rate of Rs, 250/- a month as against
Rs. 100/-

Generous  grants are offered
to various Universities and insti-
witions in other states which come
forward to establish. chairs in Tamil,
undertake Research Work in Tamil/
or introduce parti-time  Diploma
courses in Tamil.  During 1978-°79,
Universities/Institutions  in  other
States were given a grant of Rs.
15,000 each for conducting part-
time diploma courses in Tamil.

TAMIL SCRIPT REFORM:

On the ocassion of the birth
centenary of Periyar E.V. Ramasamy
the Government have accepted for
implementation some reforms in
the Tamil script.

An expeit committee has been
set up to translate books in Tamil
into other languages and books
in other languages into Tamil.

A Directorate of Tamil Cultural
Centre will be set up as a tribute
togreat Tamil savants like Kambar,
Vallalar. A good library and a
Reading room, an auditorium and
an Exhibition Hall will be cons-
tructed.

HONOUR TO TAMIL POE1S
AND SCHOLARS:

A Readers chair in the name
of Umaru Pullavar has been insti-
tuted in Madurai Kamaraj University
for Research in Islamic Tamil Lite-
rature The Government have
paid an endowment of Rs. 2 lakhs
for the puipose.

In memory of  Pavendhar
Bharathi Dasan, the Government
haveinstituted in the Madras Univer-
sity an Endowment of Rs. 25,000,
the interest of which will be utilized
for organising Endowment lectures
every year.

The Government have instituted
the Pavendhar Bharathi  Dasas,
award, under which a cash award of
Rs. 10,000 and a silver insignia will
be given to a Tamil Poet selected
every year, Kavignar Suradha got
the award for 1978,

In accordance with the Govern-
ment’s policy of honcuring Tamil
scholars and savants, Tiruvalargal
K. Appadorai, T.S. Avinasilingam,
G. Deveneya Pavanar, M.P. Peria
sami Thooran and V. Subbiah were

hqnoured with the title of “Sentha-
mil Chelvar” on Thiruvalluvar Day”
i 1979,
FIFTH INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE :

The Fifth International Con-
ference Seminar of Tamil studies
will be held at Madurai in January
1980. The Government will render
all necessary help for the conference
as was done in 1968 for the Second
Conference by the Government of
Arignar Anna.

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES:

_ The Thanjavur Maharaja Ser-
foji’s Saraswathi Mahal library is
a premier  institution containing
valuable manuscripts. The Govern-
ment of India have relcased a grant
of Rs. 2 lakhs for the preservation
and other works. Steps have been
taken to preserve such monuments
as, the Tirumalai Naick Mahal at
Madurai, the Nayak Palace at
Thanjavur, the remains of the fort
of Veerapandiya Katta- bomman
at Panchalankurichi, the Ramalinga
Vilasam at Ramanathapuram and
the Danish castle at Tranquebar.
Site Museums have been set up at
some of them. A scheme for
collecting and preserving ancient
palm leaf manuscripts has been
taken up in 4 districts. A perma-
nent museum will be set up at
Dharmapuri to preserve loose
sculptures and valuble palm leat
manuscripts. This scheme: will be

extended in 5 more districts.
MUSEUMS:

The Government has decided
to set up a Museum at each district.

o

headquarters.
set up at Salem this year. The
facilities at the museum at Madras

A museum has been

will be improved. A  children’s
Museum will be setup to synchro-
mise with the International year of

the child with a provision of Rs.6/-
lakhs.

MUSIC, DANCE AND DRAMA:

A Music College has been
established at Madurai.

Under a new scheme sanctioned
in 1978-'79, a cash award of Rs. 5,000
will be given every year to a poet
who composes in Tamil Songs of
traditional value. A similar award
will be given 10 one who introduces
new ragas and tunes without sacri-
ficing the sprit of Tamil Culture
and in conformity with the tradi-
tions of Music.

On Tiruvalluvar Day in 1979,
8 persons of eminence in fine arts
were awarded the title .“State
Artistes”  The State Artistes will
getan honorarium of Rs. 1,000 per
month for five yeras.

PENSION TO INDIGENT
ARTISTES:

Under this scheme about 700
artistes who are in indigent circums-
tances are receiving a monthly pen-
sions of Rs. 75/- per month. Pro-
vision has been made to cover 175
more artistes during 1979-°80. e

. THE industrial wealth is an

indicator of the economic wealth ofa

State. The people whose livelihood
depended mgeinl];' on agriculture
were diverted to industries, thereby
Increasing production and employ-
ment opportunities.  During the
Past two years efforts were taken to
Make rapid strides in the various

industrial fields.

Today, there are more than
450 eleCtt}'lical industries 1n Tamil
adu,

In the field of small scale sector
there are 235 electrical factories
Where 3,500 persons are employed
:‘]‘d there are 1,600 women among

em,

Wi hAnother small scale in;il:‘stti;y
With large employment potentia
'S the jOSvgs stickpingustry. There is
2 wide 'market for joss sticks in
dpan. At present there are
Centres,  There are chances for
Opening more centres.

The plastic industry is another
Promising industry. Of the 6,000
Industrial centres in the country,

tablished in Tamil Nadu.
i(?l()).;;{%.e ’ and poluprolene stand
good chances.

There are 120 rubber proces-
sing centres in Tamil Nadu. There
are 75 paint manufacturing centres.

cashew processing centre
at lg::ya Kumari has progressed
well. There are more than 100
centres. There are 15 factories in
and around Panruttiin South Arcot

district.

Tamil Nadu is one of the fore-
most a;tates in the production of
handloom goods. It also uses dye-
products on 2 Jarge scale.

The Industries and Commerce
Directorate has encouraged industria

1 lists to produce dye-products. 15

dye-Centres have been set up. N

The production of pesticides
is anothr small scale industry,
About 40 industrial centres arc
engaged in the production of pes
ticides.

The production of starch from
sago is cx’%lusive to Salem. A sago

research centre to produce quality
products has been set up at Salem.

The silk-weaving industry was
carried on in Dharmapuri and
Coimbatore districts. Now it has
spread among the entire state. It
has been estimated that 18 lakh
silk yarn cocoons are produced.
One third is spun into yarn and
50 000 Kilo worth of silk is woven.
This employs about 1 lakh people -
in the rural areas.

The Handloom Weavers Sales
Co-operative  Societies has been
registered recently to help the pro-
ducers of silk Cocoons and spinners
and weavers with facilities to make
their sales easily and do away with
touts.

Tamil Nadu ranks third in
coconut cultivation and second in
production There are 83,000 hectare
s of coconuts palms. 1t is estimated
that 867 million coconuts are pro-
duced annually There are 10
coir industrial centres. It employs
1,600 persons in the production of
ropes and nearly, 2,000 persons in
its bve-products.



B Loan to a maximum of Rs. 2 lakhs

under Seed Capital Scheme. Industrial ™ g:;:;’ f i"::’;::'ti :"'Y;% p. a.
me ay-3 yea
Moratorium-§ yeatYs yoars

THC has a soft corner for e .
preneurs who need soft Io::;?

technocrats, export oriented unite
and industries with high employlit:ent
potential will receive preferential
treatment. Artisans and Craftsmen
will also be eligible under this scheme

For further details, please contact:
<V o The Managing Director,
THE TAMIL NADUY INDUSTRIAL

INVESTMENT CORP
27, Whites Road, Madras sgona:{'oﬂ LIMITED,

%) . v
6:97,0. Yo Phone: 83078 , Grams: MINDVEST”, Telex: MIiC-7164.

A uri, : . ,
Tirunelveli and Vellgr ;l Salem, Thanjavur, Tiruch,

Units, Modomiutiou, Expangion and Diversification,

112 Centres receive financial aia
to produce ropes through mechanical

0Cess. An outlay. of Rs. 220
M 8 have been allocated. 18,000

etric tonnes of ropes are produced
atnually, 3,000 persons ace employed
I ‘he rural areas. Large and
g’oed'“m traders  were exploiting

> persons, who today are given
self-employment in coir and rope
Industries,

Industrial centres have been
SStablished in Chingleput, Dharma-
Puri, Kanniyakumari, Pudukottai,

athapuram, Salem, South
Arcot, Tirunelveli districts. Indus-
trial " Centres will be extended
throughout Tamil Nadu shortly.

Within five months of setting

UP centres 10,000 persons have been
®mployed and 2,500 craftsmen are
ting permanent wages.

Tansi and its associate firms

have emplo ed e than 6,000
Person. ployed mor

With a capital of Rs. 11.26
lakhs Tapsi pas opened a varnish

industry

Since s inception til 3lIst QI -
Marﬁ: 1979, SIDCOpwith an outlay [

S. 373.26 lakhs has estabii-

set up in a backward area provides
employment for 1,450 persons.
TIHC has a proposal to give
financial assistance to the unemp-
loyed for the purchase of auto-
rickshaws.
Till 31.12.197ﬁ8, th.eI Sll_’tCOT
s come up with financial assitance
:l: the tung of Rs. 2,784.21lakhs,
for various schemes and to en-
courage an investment upto Rs. 185
crores as capital and has provided
direct employment to 33,000 persons.

A Salt Directorate was set
up in SJuly 1974. About 1,500

persons are employed in the pro-
duction of salt and its allied in-

dustries.

An amount of Rs. 50 lakhs
has been sanctioned to establish a
salt factory on an extent of 5566
acres in Ramanathapuram district,

In"the year 1969, the Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu enacted the
Tamil Nadu Relief undertakings
(special provisions) Act, 1969, to
give protection to sick units and
relief bas been given to various
units. ‘ S

Shed . 397 industrial work Sheds in | .

Am attur, Guindy, Kurichi, Rani-
Rde > Hosur,  Tiruchirappalli,
athur, K rishnagiri, Namakkal,

haicheepuram,  Pillayarpatti and §i

33 provided employment opportu-
Dities for 4,000 )I)’crsons.

at “Tacel” the ceramics factory
Wi Vridachalam produces, china
are, insulators etc,

The TIDCO which is imple- [}

?:gt.ins 47 projects through the
lic sector and the Co-operatives,

proVides empl 40,000 |
ployment to 40, ,
Phe:rsons and thousands are employed §

through jts allied projects.

hag The Alangulam Cement factory .

. N functioning for the past
¥y - This factory which is

s



How to better a beautifyl city—Project Vv

S;eta;g;% jcébs 10_! Iipeo'ple s Matweaving fancy wooden
- tspecially for anj Spinni j
pepple yvho lack skills. ° As;?lfisn;n\:jolst?r:rtmmg fhad
With thus_ N view, the MMDA, agencies with e;t:‘i, m

'n association with voluntary and finance for sat‘t)ine'::t
agencies, has initiated training programmes :?ndp

a three-pronged drive idi i
d providing stipen
to promote training and trainees lgn figldsdlsikfeor

employment generation for : : This is a f;
. welding, plumb S a hirst step towar
the Economically Weaker tailoring, gara ﬂ:ggicals reducing unemploymentds

Sections 1o equip them to earn  dyiv: Within the M
2 reasonable wage by, driving and housekeeping, tan area— by (;'izrl;/letropo;..

. : ® Encouraging self- ' Signifi
e Prom ! g self-employ. signifi
peoplzni:gr:ggt'asnth'he,p ment in association ifhy Pgn ofc o
earnings by Setting"u ) <':ol r¢:rc'al banks, particy. 5 bette,(;urag'a" to build
; ar i ; ra
Production Centres for v the Nationalised s for you.

preparing food products,
Increase
employment and
employment
opportunities,

banks, in fields like wig

cycle Shops ve
. . vegetable
vending and so on,

This drive has just commen-
. €ed and the results so far
have been éncouraging,

o

Madras Metropoitan
Development Aut?\ority,

52, EVK, Sampath Salai
Madras 600 007 alal. Vepery,

FOS MMDA 2867

making, mobile snack bars,

Tamil Nadu has the largest
sMUmber of yrban centres in the
Country and s one of the two states
With the highest urban population.
OWwever, the urban centres are not
Uniformly spread out and their
development s also not uniform.
N order to achieve zero rural-urban
Migration, a balanced growth and
distribution of urban centres through
out the state has to be ensured.
With  thig objective, the Govern-
Jent have introduced during 1978-
-79’ a4 new scheme entitled the
amil Nadu Integrated Urban
Development Programme”. Under
1S scheme, plans will be prepared
0T accelerating urban conditions
' a phased manner and for inducing
"pid growth in some of the urban
CEntres so that a balanced distribu-
U0n of urban gentres can be achieved.
€ projects taken up will cover
zr?f'ﬁ'“g' water supply and sewerage,
C and transportation  and
sommercial centres. It is proposed
O cover 15 municipalities and 40
anchayat Towns each year under
<US scheme,

SLUM IMPROVEMENT
SCHEME:

o Basic amenities like water-taps,
8ds, street-lighting, ~ sewerage,

drainage etc., will be provided to
benefit 30,000 families in slum areas.

Improvement of 14 slum areas
consisting of 3,300 families have

been completed.

Improvement work !'n 5 more
areas of 800 families is nearing
completion. Improvement work in
5 imore areas consisting of 10,000
families is under way.

VYASARPADI HOUSING AND
IMPROVEMENT SCHEME:

In the lake area of Vyasarpadi,
5,709 families have occupied an
extent of 180 acres unauthorisedly.
There are 3,132 families of Burma
repatriates, It is proposed to
improve the lake area and provide
basic amenities like good roads,
water-taps modern public convenien-
ces, bathrooms, street lighting, drain-
age,kindergarten, elementary schools,
hospitals, and small  industrial
centres. It is estimated that it will
involve a total outlay of Rs, 149.85
lakhs.

OTHER AND CHILD WEL-
II?‘TARE DEPARTMENT:

Facilities for traim:ng, equip-
ment and buildings will be pro-

vided alongwith medical facilities,
nutritious food for 7,000 mothers
and children in the age-group of
(-6 years.

Under the slum improvement
scheme 20,000 g'rls who have at-
tained majority will be given nutri-
tious food, medical facilities and
educate them about the family
planning programmes and in the
three R’s.

So far 58 Kughanthaigal Kapa-
gams are functioning. 3,641 child-
ren are benefitted through basic
and primary education. 295 child-
ren below 2.5 years are admitted in
the 9 Kuzhanthaigal Kapagams.
The nutrition programme is being
implemented in 30 child welfare
centres. 1,246 babies and 149
children are the beneficiaries. 2,231
women are benefitted by the teaching
scheme.

DRINKING WATER FACILITIES:

To renovate existing facilities
and to render speedy assistance to
slum dwellers who depend on public
taps is one of the aims, of this scheme
Work under this scheme has com-
menced and is progressing.

IMPROVEMENT OF ROA

ROAD "TRANSPORT, (Highways,
Rural Development Dept. Madras
Corporation and Police Department):

Formation of parts of an Inner
Ring road, carrying on of repair of
footpaths)construction of new foot-
paths, Cycle-tracks, sub-ways, river-
crossings, street-lightings at cross-
roads, communication, engineering
technology are the features of this
scheme. The construction of Inner
Ring roads, are nearing completion
in three areas. Out of 9 sub-ways



5 have been completed and are in
use.

Renovation of foot-paths on
Annasalai and Poonamallee High
Road and cycle tracks are being
carried on.Out of 7 subway work on
S5 has been carried onand they are
in use.

MADRAS URBAN DEVELOP- ment of India whic
MENT PROJECT:

h in turn passes
It on to the State Government. The

. total cost of the project is Rs. 46.80
For this project, which is meant crores and the Government of

to benefit the Economically Weaker Tamil Nadu meets 50 % of the pro-
sections, the world Bank has pro- ject cost from out

vided loan assistance to an extent sources. The Pr
of Rs. 21.6 crores to the Govern- sizable investments

of its own re-
oject envisages
in sites and

—

services, Slum Improvement, Social
services, Traffic and T'ransporta-
tion. The Project also includes ef
programme for employment geln_e-
ration by creating Small Scale o
dustries and Cottage Indust.n% .
Under this programme 4,000 J(?ls
will be created in the Small Sf:abe
Industries sector and 5,000 _](; S
Will be created in the Cottage In-
dustries Sector.

One of the schemes implemented
under the Integrated -Urban D(elve-
lopment Project for the Ma ral:
Metropolitan area with World Bank
assistance is ‘‘Sites and Serv:cesd
and the Housing Board is entruste
With this work.

The Project consists of the
establishmemJ of 13,467 servncu]d
Plots at three different sites, name c)i’
Arumbakkam, Villivakkam 8.!1S

odungaiyur adjoining Madrat

ity limits covering a total exten
of 168 hectares with a cost of Rs.
932.88 lakhs. In addition to the
residential plots, the project also
Provides serviced plots for commer-
Ctal and small-scale industry.

Adequate provision has also
been made for primary schools, high
Schools, public and commercial pur-
Poses, community centres and for
SMall-scale industries.
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AREA DEVELOPMENT PRO-
JECTS:

This helps to develop as per the
strategy in the Master Plan for
Madras Metropolitan Area. Initi-
ally, development of Manali Urban
Node and Maraimalai Nagar New
Town (Sateltite Town) has been
taken up. In Manali, a, housing
complex on an extent of 190-hectares
is being developed. 543 houses
have been built and sold to industrial
workers and other eligible persons.
A second project for 300 persons is
being undertaken with the Assistance
of the HUDCO.

In Maraimalai Nagar, 45 kms.
from Madras, a new town in an
area of 1,600 hectares for a popu
lation of 1 lakh is being developed.

Infrastructure for 100 hectares of

housing and 120 hectaresof industrial
land has been laid. 305 housing
plots and I8 industrial plots have
been sold. With financial assis-
tance from HUDCO, 144 houses
{’o;l Low Income Group are being
uist.

A NEW WHOLESALE MARKET
AT KOYAMBEDU:

To relieve the pressure and

congestion in the Central Business Will replace the present Kothwal

District of Madras, a new wholesale
market to accommodate about 3,000

Market and Textile
George Town,

Market in

shops in an area of aboyt 120 hecta- PERIPHERAL OUTSTATION

res at Koyambedy has been tak
mbed en
up. The project is expected to be

completed in 3 years. Thjs Market oper.

BUS TERMINALS:

In order to provide for efficjent
atton of bus service and reljeve

congestion in
City, it has been

15 under way.

the Centre of the
proposed to organise ¥
3 sub-terminals at points close to
the Inner Ring Road and on the
three Inner City Traffic Corridors.
Acquisition of land for this purpose

he Government is cog-hisant
of the fact that Health is the birth-
right of every citizen and therefore
has adopted various measures to
help the citizens achieve this end.
Thus it has formulated many
schemes and plans.

Prevention of communicable
and other diseases, containment
of communicable disecases where it
occurs, providing medical care to
the rural areas, improving the
standards of environmental sanita-
tion, prevention of environmental
pollution, prevention of adultera-
tion of food articles and drugs,
providing care to women during
pregmancy, childbirth and lactation
collection and compilation of health
Statistics including registration of
births and deaths for purposes of
health planning and education of
people in ways and means of health-
ful living that are the major items
of services rendered to acheive this
aim,

. A majority of the population
lives in rural areas. To provide
medical facilities and health care,
Primary Health Centres are run.
An outlay of Rs. T®000 has been
allotted to each centre.

To ensure medical facilities in
the predominently rural areas at
their very doorstep, the Govern-
Mment introduced a new scheme,
the first of its kind in the country

in 197778, in the form of Mobile
Medical Teams. Such teams are
already functioning in 24 Primary
Health Centres reaching the remote
villages, in those areas. In 1978-'79
this scheme was extended to 100
more Primary Health Centres. It
will cover another 100 Centres in
1979-'80 at a cost of Rs. 62.43 lakhs.

This scheme was started in
Primary Health Centres with 3
Medical Officers. One to attend
to outpatients twice a day, while
the other two will visit villages for
the delivery of curative and pre-
ventive services. The entire block
will be covered within a week’s time.
Complicated cases will be referred
to specialists in hospitals.

Multi-purpose Health Workers
Scheme:

Under this ceatrally sponsored
scheme, there will be a horizontal
integration of functions and one
male health worker and one female
health worker will be posted for a
population of 5,000 in rural areas.
The scheme is being implemented
in the five districts of Kanyakumari
Madurai, South Arcot, Salem ani

Chengalpattu.
Maternity and Child Weifare Centres:

The Maternity and Child Health
Programme in rural areas is catered
through the various maternity cen-

tres established and maintained by
the respective Panchayat Unions.

There are 2,983 Maternity Cen-
tres in rural areas including 2,880
established by Panchayat Unions
under grant - in- aid schemes.

Improvement of Nutritional statws of
Populatien:

The Nutrition Programme is
directed to the vulnerable sections
of the population. Nutrition edu-
cation, especially to mother and
children of Maternity and Child
Health Centres, Primary Health
Centres, Balwadis and schools has
formed an important component of
the Nutrition Programme.

The following Nutrition Pro-
grammes covering mother and child
are being implemented:

1. Integrated Child Development
Scheme.

2. Tribal Development Scheme in
Kalrayan Hills, South Arcot
District.

3. Prevention of control of blind-
ness among children.

4. Special Nutrition Programme,

5. Applied Nutrition Programme-.

Integrated Child Development
Scheme:

This scheme was launched in
1976 in Thalli Block (Population



1.13 lakhs) and Nilakottai Block
(Population 1.14 lakhs) and in cer-
tain slum areas of Madras City.

Objections of the scheme:

1. To improve the Nutritional and
Health status of Children in the
age-group of 0-6 years.

2. To lay the foundation for pro- !
per psychological, physical and
social development of the child.

3. To reduce the incidence of
mortality, morbidity, malnutri-
tion and pre-school dropout.

Special Nutrition Programme;

This scheme is in operation in ' -
2 corporations, 33 Municipalities

and 25 Panchayat Unions, with a
view to extend the Nutritional sup-

port to pregnant and lactating 30 seats are reserved f in
Pothers ande ot and lactating 20 Seats ar statesr. e3 Lor students general wards 281 beds and in the

: “e reserved infectious disease wards 120 beds
g:;‘::es';ugs :Elodntttl']i;altzrcgs,years’]‘];g {or ;he p!:j)’sically handicapped and were added, thereby increasing the
en fo :
scheme covers 1,46,530 beneficiaries. T widows total strength to 4,455.

Periphery Hospitals: There are 108 taluk hospitals.

Tribal Development scheme in Kal ] ) There were 5,653 beds in 1977-"78

rayaa Hills: The perlghery hospital started and 130 beds were increased bring-
%thK.lll(.Ngg;lir is eready functioning. ing the total to 5,783.

. . € hospital at Anna Nagar and at
coveras Tor & population of shown  TOMIAIpet have been Comstpucod _ Under the Family Planning
24,000 Teibals 'in 103 Villages in 2nd Will begin to function shortly. p2ieme the Government of India

h . : a target for conductin
clilal{;?zﬁnwg;iu:; cc(e)sx;;ryMﬂ:lcli‘i’cahii:‘;:; Achievements for 197§-'79 i21;7?i1700 Famlllgxl ls’la‘;lgning 0peration§ «

’ A e year -’79 against i :
p:gi:lne?lcal staff  have been . There are 14 head-quarters hos- 1,89,464 have been dont‘.g?illlllsﬁg%‘g?
P! pl:tals in the State,In the year 1977-78 73 units of siddha system of
1. Immunization Programme. tv:sto?:)?:d Stl:le"glt g;g_%‘; hgspnta;lls Medicine are functioning in the state

2. Improvement of Environmental T PN ' the in addition the allopathy hospntals. ¢

sanitation and

3. Treating the Tribals for minor
ailments, will be attended to
by Health Inspectors,

P. Ramachandran,

ira

t.

er for Energy Th

The Governor Thiru Prabudas Patwari, The Chief Minister Thiru M.G.R. participated in the

1S

Vi:t:mh A deficiency and malnutri-
tiom:

The scheme is implemented m
one block in each district (where
applied Nutrition Programme js |
not in operation) in co-ordination |
with the Social Welfare Department

and the Directorate of Rural Deve-
lopment. '
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Power Station at Neyveli on 4-7-79. The Union Min

The scheme is intended for
strengthening  health education
component necessary for sugmined

nutrition activity by mother and
ildren.

Medical Education:

. There are 8 medical colleges
in the state; 3 are in the city and ve
in the districts. 1,015 students e
are selected for admission every year. SO
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My

ABOUT 2,000 years ago, the
great Tamil Poet, Thiruvalluvar, in
his Thirukkural, has stated that
Agriculture, though laborious is the
most excellent way of life, for people
who go about in search of other
employments have to depend finally
on the farmer for food. He has
also pointed out that Agriculturists
are, as they were, the linch pin of
the world, for they support all other
workers who cannot till the soil.

Dr. Anna, our affectionate
elder brother, described the farmers
as ** Doctors who can cure the burn-
ing sensation of hunger and starva-
tion.”

Realising the importance of
Agriculture and farmers as stated
by Thiruvalluvar and Dr. Anna, the
present benign Chief Minister Thiru
M. G. Ramachandran is giving top-
priority to Agriculture and taking
keen interest in the welfare of the
farming community from the time
of assuming office as Chief Minister.
He aims to improve the standard of
living of the farming community
who were subjected in the past to
the scorching sun, torrential rains,
trembliag cold and neglect. He
is always sympathetic towards the
farmers because the Indian farmer
is born in debts, lives in debts, and
dies in debts. He has not only
provided all facilities to the farmers
but also given them a number of
concessions so as to reduce the
burden of debts.

Reduction in Power Tariff :
Our Chief Minister has reduced

the power tariff for Agricultural
consumption from 16 paise to 14

paise per unit on the next day of

A s N, .
assuming office even before the
farmers made demand. This shows
the sympathtic nature of our Chief
Minister towards the farmers. But
our farmers were not satisfied with
this reduction. Again, our Chief
Minister has reduced the power tariff
from 14 paise to 12 paise for small
farmers and fixed it at 14 paise for
other farmers. Due to this con-
cession, the Government is incurring
a loss of Rs. 6 crores per year.
The meter charge has been reduced
from Rs. 5 to Rs. 4 resulting in a
loss of Rs. | crore annually.

Relief for 31 lakhs of Farmers :

So far no Government have
come forward to analyse the burning
problems of the farmers and solved
them. The present Government of

Tamil Nadu have set up a High
Power Cowmittee and on their
recommendation, the Government
have granted concessions to the
tune of Rs. 40 crores. About 31

Y
A

¢ T

B D. Kolandaivelu,

MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE §
_ AND IRRIGATION

lakhs of farmers have got reliet as a
result of the concessions ordered
by the present Government.

But our farmers’ leaders are not
yet satisfied. They want total write
off of all loans. Ts it possible for
any Government ? 1 request you
to all to kindly think over on this.

The present Government is
always ready to have discussion

with the leaders of the farmers on '

the farmers’ problem. But I re-
quest the farmers’ leaders not to
indulge in violence.

Thanks to the Farmers :

1 wc;uld like tg thank our enter-
prising farmers through “* TAM
ARASU ” on behalf o%}:he Goverl::
ment of Tamil Nadu for their enthu-
siastic response to our appeal for
increased production. The Tamil
_Nadu_ farmers, known for their
intelligence and hard work, have
increased the Agricultural produc-
tion of the State, since the inception
of our Ministry. As a result of the
efforts that farmers and farm-
labourers have put in and the
resources that the Government have
invested. the State has to-day passed'
from a stage of dependance on exter-
nal source of supply to a situation
of surplus in 1978-79. The produc-
tion of food grains has reached a
high figure of 87.25 lakh tonnes in

1978-79 as against 73.90 |
in 1976-77, & 2kh tonnes

. Similarly, the production of
Commercial” Crops }?as reached oat\
high figure of 37.32 lakh tonnes in
1978-79 as against 30.53 fakh tonnes
In 1976-77. Our target for the
ccurrent year is 88.73 lakh tonnes’

L progress in stepping up the produc-

of foodgrains and 40.10 lakh tonnes
under Commercial Crops.

When one compares the food
situation of June 1975 or June 1976
or June 1977 to the present situa-
tion of surplus, he will not hesitate
to say that the present Ministry of
Tamil Nadu has strived hard to
increase  Agricultural production
and to hold the price line within
limits.

None Can Deny

Tamil Nadu has witnessed an
unprecedented drought during the
year 1977-78. The disastrous floods
of the past two years had caused
heavy damages in Tamil Nadu and
the farmers were the worst affected.
Inspite of droughts and floods

.good progress has been made in Agri-

culture in Tamil Nadu during the
past two years. None can deny
this ! How was it possible in a
short span of time before which
Agricultural production was not
satisfactory ? It is by the enthu-
siastic encouragement of the present
Government and the cooperation
by the farmers that made the great
achievement possible.

Increase in Rice Productivity

We have achieved substantial

tion of rice and muillets during the
past two years and even during
adverse seasonal conditions we were
self-sufficient in rice and millets.
Based on the research work done by
the Department of Agricu_lture, a
programme of low cost high effi-
ciency technology has been intro-
duced for paddy crop to reduce the
cost of cultivation and to increase
the productivity. This has been
achieved by (i) reducing the quantity
of inputs, (ii) increasing their effi-
ciency and (iti) using new low cost
inputs which increase production.
The new technology consists of the
following aspects :

(i) Producing super seedlings.

(ii) Use of ‘ Pai Nursery .

(iii) Bio-fertilisation with blue-
green algae.

(iv) Zinc sulphate application.

(v) Better placement of ferti-
lisers.

(vi) Better placement of insec-
ticide granules.

Due to the adoption of this new
technology the yield per acre of
paddy which was 1,277 kg. during
1976-77 was increased to 1350 kg. in
1978-79.

Some of the Achievements

Since fertilisers play a major
role in stepping up agricultural
production, the present Government
of Tamil Nadu have taken necessary
steps to supply adequate fertilisers
in time. During the year 1978-79,
an additional 500 new retail points
were opened so as to meet the
demand of villagers. A quantity of
2.90 lakh tonnes of nitrogen, 0.94
lakh tonnes of phosphoric acid and
1.07 lakh tonnes has been distributed
during the last year. Actually
there was no scarcity of fertilisers in
Tamil Nadu during the last year.



ENTREPRENEURS!
FEED YOUR NEED

THROUGH TIIC’s
SEED CAPITAL

Soft loan on soft terms! R

TIIC provides financial assistance to

The Department of Agricultur ”
has released 16 crop varieties during
the year 1977-78 and their seeds
were multiplied and made available
to farmers for large scale cultiva-

tion. The department has also re-

leased 12 new varieties during the ..

last years.

As a result of the sustained
efforts of the Scientists of Tamil
Nadu Agricultural University, 8
crop varieties during 1977-78 and
13 crop varieties during 1978-79
were released. On the whole the
Tamil Nadu Agricultural Univer-
sity have evolved 49 better Crop
varieties and ideal crop management
techniques.

A giant orchard, largest of its
kind in Asia, has been established at
Vallatharayan Kottai of Pudukottal,

District during the last year. 1n
order to increase the coconut pro-

lising the available men and machi-
neries and the works were completed
in record time. An amount of
Rs. 94 lakhs were spent up to 3ist

July 1978.

‘Similarly during the last year
also an area of 2500 hectares were
affected in nine districts due to the
floods in November and December
1978. The reclamation works were
completed.

A new labour saving equipment
called * Gravitor applicator’ - for
better placement of fertilisers and
insecticides for paddy has been
developed by the Department of
Agriculture during the last year.
1t economises on the use of fertilisers
and insecticides without loss in
efficiency. This equipment  COStS
only about Rs. 50 and can cover one
acre in five hours.

A multi-purpose equipment has
also been evolved by the department
for use in dry tracts. This has been
riamed as the ‘Poor Man’s tractor’
and it is able to cover 4 to 5 acres
per day depending on the size of the
bullocks used. This implement can
be used for sowing, placement of

During the yearl 1977-78 an fertilisers and intercultivation. The

% % area of 5700 hectares of Agricultural cost of the implement is about
@ lands in nine districts were severely Rs. 500.

. due to sand cast caused by _
::&ccéz%d; e S clamation works NEW SCHEMES IN 1979-80.

were taken up on war footing mobi-

Apart from the existing schemes
under implementation, the following

RAISE GREEN MANURE IN PADDY FIELDS

projects in the Small Scale Sector

under Seed Capital Scheme. Industrial
Units in rural and backward areas,
technocrats, export oriented units
and industries with high employment
potential will receive preferential

B Loan to a maximum of Rvs‘. 2 lak

B Rate of interest only 1% p. a. he
B Repayment Holiday-3 years

@ Moratorium-5 years

TRC has a soft corner for entre-

treatment. Artisans and Craftsmen
will also be eligible under this scheme.

For further details, please contact:
The Managing Director,
THE TAMIL NADU INDUSTRIAL

INVESTMENT CORPORATION LIMITED,
27, Whites Road, Madras 600 014,

Phone: 83078 , Grams: "MINDVEST", Telex: MIIC-7164.
REGIONAL OFFICES: COIMBATORE & MADURALI.

BRANCH OFFICES : Cuddalore, Dharmapuri, Sal . ,
Tirunelveli and Vellgre. em, Thanjavur, Tiruchi,

* Avail TIIC's Liberal Assistance for New Units, Modernisation, Expansion and Diversification

preneurs who need soft loans,

duction, 14.30 lakh numbers of
coconut seedlings were distributed
during 1978-79.

Three Farmers Training Centres
at Ootacamund, Ramanathapuram
and Salem were established during
the last year.

During the year 1978-79 the
Agricultural Engineering wing of the
Department of Agriculture has sunk
4,692 tube wells and 2,587 Filter
points, 2573 wells were deepened.

" In addition, boring in 2563 wells
were undertaken. In Thanjavur
district, 59 Community wells have
been sunk during the last year.

Under Soil conservation
scheme an area of 42,820 hectares
have been covered during 1978-79.




new schemes are proposed to be
implemented during 1979-80.

Quality seed is the basic need
for increasing agricultural produc-
tion. In order to supply quality
seeds to the farmers, a separate
Independent Seed Certification Direc
torate is being set up and it will func-
tion very soon.

Similarly a separate Directorate
of Horticulture is being set up at
Dharmapuri so as to help the
farmers in the cultivation of Horti-
cultural crops.

This Govermnent is trying to
form an Oil seed Development
Corporation at a cost of Rs. 15
crores with the financial aid from
National Dairy Development Board.
This Corporation is likely to func-
tion from coming September and it
will help to cultivate groundnut in
about 6 lakh acres.

DIVERSION OF WEST FLOWING
RIVERS

The present Government is
sincerely trying to provide irrigation
facilities to drought affected areas
of Tamil Nadu. On the initiative
taken by this Government, Govern-
ment of India have constituted a
Technical Committee to examine
and suggest schemes for diversion
of surplus waters of the west flowing
rivers to the eastern side to benefit
the drought prone areas. Tamil
Nadu is represented on this Com-
mittee. The Committee has met
five times and examined the various
aspects of the problems and also
the preliminary proposals submitted
by Tamil Nadu and the preliminary
notes furnished by Karnataka and
Kerala. The discussions are to be
continued.

W

Studies indicate that it will
be possible to divert 14 TMC from
the Pandiyar—Punnapuzha river to
benefit 1,40,000 acres in Coimbatore
district, particularly in Gopi and
Avinashi Taluk. Similarly, another
5,00,000 acres will be’ benefited in
other districts, if we succeed in our
attempts of diverting West flowing
rivers to Tamil Nadu.

Better Price for Agricultural Produce

With a view to help the farmers
in securing a better and stable price
for their produce, this Government
have created a separate Directorare
for Agricultural marketing. There
were only 140 Regulated Market
and 11 Market Committees before
1977. Now there are 176 Regulated
Markets, 22 Sub-Markets and 13
market committees. There are pro-
posals to establish another 25 Regu-

1R

lated markets during this year.
The policy of the present Govern-
ment is that there should be a regu-
lated market for every 16 KM to
enable the farming community to
market the agricultural produce
without much  difficulty.  The
Government is trying to get a world
Bank aid for a sum of Rs. 70.2
crores to develop all the 220 poten-

tial Regulated markets in  Tamil
Nadu.

Chief Minister’s Gesture

You know pretty well that our
Government is again and again
pressing the Government of India
to fix a higher price for paddy as
per cost of production on par with
wheat.  Recently, our Chief
Minister has announced that a
sum Rs. 20 per quintal will be paid
by the State Government over and
above the price fixed by the Govern-
ment of India for Paddy. This
Government is also persuading the
Government of India to fix a higher
price for Sugarcane.

Varjous Programmes including
the Schemes for increasing the irri-
gation potential have been launched
by the Government. With the
Cooperation of the farmers and the
successful iﬁnplementation of the
various scheme under progres
Tamil Nadu will be able topprgducsé
not only the food, sugar, cotton
and vegetable oils required by the
people of this State but also consi-
derable_ surpluses for export in the
immediate future. The Govern -
ment 1s ready to help the farmers in

.all possible ways.
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great river of Tamil Nadu,

famous alike for its traditional.

sanctity, its picturesque scenery,
and its utility for irrigation. Rising
on the Brahmagiri, a hill in coorg,
high up amid the western ghats, it
flows in a generally southeast direc-
tion across the plateaw. of Mysore
and finally pours itself into the Bay
of Bengal in the Tamil Nadu district
of Tanjore. The total length is
about 475 miles. It is known as
the * Dakshina Ganga™ or the
* Ganges of the South”, and the
whole of its course is holy ground.

According to the legend preserv-
ed in the Agneya and Skanda Pura-
nas, there was once born upon earth
a girl named Vishnumaya or Lopa-
mudra, the daughter of Brahma ;
but her divine father permitted her
to be regarded as the child of a
mortal called Kaveramuni. In
order to obtain beatitude for her
adoptive father, she resolved to
become a river whose water should
purify from all sin. Hence it is
that even the holy Ganga resorts
underground, once in the year, to
the source of the Cauvery, to purge
herself from the pollution contracted
from the crowd of sinners, who have
bathed in her waters, At Tala
Kaveri, where the river rises, and at
Bhagamandala, where it receives its
first tributary, stand ancient temples
frequented annually by crowds
of pilgrims in the month of Tulamasa
(October, November).

The Cauvery enters Tamil Nadu
at the falls of Sivasamudram, and
forms the boundary between the
districts of Coimbatore and Salem
for a considerable distance, until it
strikes into Tiruchirapalli. In this
part of its course, near Alambadi
in Coimbatore, there is a remarkable
rock in the middle ot the stream
which throws up a column of per-
petual spray, though the water round
it is to all appearences quite un-
broken. It is called the ** smoking
rock ”’, and the people of that loca-
lity declare that the spray is due to
the river pouring into an enormous
chasm in its bed. - Close under the

8

historic Rock of Tiruchirappalli the

Cauvery breaks at the island of
Srirangam into two channels (cross-
ed by masonry road bridges), which
irrigate the delta of Thanjavur, the
Garden of Tamil Nadu. The more
northerly of these channels is called
the Kollidam ; that which continues
the course of the river towards the
east preserves the name of the
Cauvery. On the seawardface of
the delta are the open roadsteads of
Tarangambadi, Nagapattinam and
Karaikal. In Tamil Nadu
the Chief tributories of the Cauvery
are the Bhavani, Noyil and Amara-
vati,

The only navigation which
exists on the Cauvery is carried on
in coracles of basket-work, but the
Kollidam is navigable for a few
miles above its mouth by Vessels of 4
tons burden.

Although the water of the
Cauvery is utilized to a considera-
ble extent for agriculture in Coimba-
tore and Tiruchirappalli districts,
it is in its delta that its value for
irrigation becomes most conspi-
cuous. At Srirangam, first above
the point where it bifurcates to form
the Kollidam, the flood discharge is
estimated at 313,000 cubic feet per
second. The problem of utilizing
this storehouse of agricultural wealth
was first grappled with by one of the
Chola Kings, who constructed a
massive dam of unknown stone,
below the island of Srirangam, to
keep the Cauvery separate from the
Kollidam, and drive it towards
Thanjavur district.  This is the
* Grand Anicat.”

Irrigation is one of the glories
of Thanjavur. - Though blessed
with fertile soil in most parts of
the district, not much progress
could have been made had it not
been for the presence of perennial
Cauvery and the 'unmerous irriga-
tion projects that have bzen complet-
ed.

The Grand Anicut is the oldgst
and the most significant and js re-
ported to have been constructed
during the Sangam Age of Chola

it i

tions of the rivers Cauvery and
Kollidam, about ten miles off
Tiruchirappalli.

"~ The anicut was first made of
roughly dressed granite stones set
in mud covered with an outer layer
of granite blocks set in lime mortar.
Its length was 1,080 feet and breadth
40 to 60 feat with a depth of 15 to 18
feet. Afterwards this has under-
gone numerous improvements. In
1806 it was raised further and in
1830 the anicut came to be provided
with sand scouring sluices. Some
fifty years later the stones were
renewed to be replaced by automatic
folding shutters. These were soon
replaced by lifting shutters (1899).

~ The main purposec of this
amcut’ was to check and control
the waters running to waste iato

4K(')llidam. The attempt 1o stop
this wastage continued for some

time¢ with no consequence. The
flow from the Cauvery was conside-
rably reduced and lands of the deltaic
regions came to be affected.

.. Mettur dam is one of the biggest
in India with length measuring over
5,300° and height 214® above the
deepest foundations. The project
has cost about 663.6 lakhs of rupees
and has been designed to ensure
steady supply of water for irrigation.

The utility of the scheme is
manifold. By the storage of flood
waters in the reservoir the dam has
made it possible to provide suffi-
cient supply of water for agricultural
purposes during the inter-monsoon
periods and also to safeguard culti-
vation against the unforeseen vaga-
nies of nature. Even in times of
drought the project ensures an even
supply and distribution of available
waters, thus preventing avoidable
wastage.  Moreover, it cnables the

agriculturists to control and regu-
late their farm operations takings:

into account the availability of water.
Apart from these it also acts as a
shock absorbent against the on rush
of Cauvery in all its fury during the
North-East monsoon period causing
serious damages to crops and lands,
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period. This is built at the junc-

UHALLENGE

The General concept of community development

is over all development of the rural areas and attainment

of self-sufficiency. - However, I feel that it is only the
people of the villages who are perhaps more aware
of their needs and who can carry out programmes effec-

‘tively; especially the youth and the women. Thus

it is only when the latent leadership qualities in these
persons are brought out and given shape, plans drawn
up and implemented, that the villages will pogress and
prosper. ’

The daily needs and living standards are increasing
every day. There is no end to them. Therefore
growth is a continuous process. Politics, caste, religion,

K. KALIMUTHU,

Hon’ble Minister for Local Administration

riches or poverty have no room to play. The rural
population should extend their whole hearted co-opera-
tion for the progress of the rural areas and this should
be their main aim. [ wish that they extend their co-
operation to all Government Programmes and under-
taking.

In Tamil Nadu, the Panchayat Presidents are elected
directly by the electorate, unlike in other states. This
system averts squabbles and jealousies. This system
will be followed in electing the Union Presidents also.

As soon as this Government came to power ,it has
taken steps to solve the problem of drinking water
facilities on a permanent basis. 1 would like to cate-
gorically state that there will not be a single dwelling
without drinking water facilities. Drinking water
facilities will be provided to all the villages which have
no reliable sourcé of their own or in their proximity
and the scheme is nearing completion. So far 5,783
dwellings have been provided with. i

It is a matter of pride that a village of Tamilnadu
has been selected as the best village and a grama sevika
as the best grama sevika on a national level.

Under the three-tier system of Pancyat Adminis-
tration envisaged in the Tamil Nadu Panchayat Act,
1958 and by the District Development Councils Act,
each Panchayat Union has a communiy development
block co-terminous with the jurisdiction of Panchayat
Unions. The Panchayat Unions in this state, not only
perform civic functions but also act as agents of the
state government to implement the development schemes
which are capable of execution at block levels. An
important procedural change introduced at that state
was the formulation of Panchayats Development Sche-
matic Budget through which funds are available for
different development schemes having a bearing on
rural development were pooled together and made
available to Panchayat Unions for utilisation. This
innovation apart from presenting an integrated frame
work for execution of local development programmes,
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has also contributed to the generation of local contri-
bution by the beneficiaries to the various shemes. The
Panchayat Development Schematic Budget thus spells
out clearly to the Tocal bodies the financial resources
and grants and aids the development of the Panchayat
Unions. The larger the contribution of the local people,
the greater will be the local development budget of the
Panchayat Unions.

The organisation of the Panchayats, Panchayat
Unions, Financial resources administration etc., in
Tamil Nadu have drawn the admiration and attention
of the people of other states.

In other states the various departments draw up
their respective plans without including the Rural
Development Department. This results in misunder-
standing between the Rural development organisation
and Government Department.

Here, Extension Officers Co-ordinate with the
Block Development Officers and carry out the program-
mes successfully. This averts mistakes and difficulties..

The work of the District
come in for praise.

~ The “whole villages development scheme is” under
implementation in 4 villages in Tirunelveli District.
The object of this scheme is to attain progress of the
entire rural community and to solve their problems
The scheme will be implemented under various circums.
tances and with the experience thus gained will be emu-
lated for the whole country. Attention will be given
first to the agriculture sphere and later the others,

. The success or otherwise of th
ministration revolves mainly on the a
from the rural population. ~ With th
hearted willingness ofthese people, t
can be achieved within the lea;t

¢ Panchayat Ad-
ctive Co-operation
¢ act.ve and whole-
he estimated target
period possible,

To conclude, it may be said that the
of Panchayat Administration function;h(r;%ile satisf;
torily and the task before the administration n Y
to shape and face tomorrow as jt is well e ipped
to meet the challenges of the day. quipped
[ J
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IN Tamil Nadu, Agriculture
continues to be the prime sector and
the annual variation in the State in-
come are governed significantly
by the agricultural production only.
Bringing new virgin lands for agri-
cultural use being limited the solu-
tion lies in increasing the producti-
vity by taking recourse to multiple
cropping programmes utilising the
High Yielding Varieties and inputs
like seeds, fertilisers, pesticides etc.
Plus, a notable begining has been
made to formulate profitable crop-
ping systems with suitable crop
production techniques for the eco-
nomical use of land, water etc. in
the different agro-climatic regions
of the State. The Department of
Agriculture is the major agency
heavily involved to bring the re-
quired changes in the field condi-
tions . With the help of a close net
work of Experiment Stations and a
system of Adaptive Research Trials
a breakthrough is being achieved

in solving field oriented local pro-
blems. Dry farming is given im-
portance and the constraints are
tackled by implementing the pro-
grammes of rain water conservation,
land shapping, fertility improve-
ments, mixed and multiple cropping,
utilization and creation of comm-
unity assets like percolation ponds,
community wells etc.

The table below gives the pro-
duction details of major crops of
Tamil Nadu.

No. Names of the  Production in
Crop lakh tons

1970-71 1978-79

Cotton (Bales) 3.23 4.96
Sugarcane(Gur) 10.74 19.50

1. Rice 50.07 64.00
2. Millets 15.04 20.00
3. Pulses . 1.33 3.25
4. Oilseeds 10.36 14.07
S.
6.

Considering the past achieve-
ment it has been projected to achieve
88.75 lakhs tonnes of food grains
and 36.45 lakh tons of commercial
crops during 1979-80.

Significant progress have been
made in the production of Rice
and Millets in the past few years.
Even during the years of natural
calamities self-sufficiency was at-
tained, as far as Rice and Millets
are concerned. By intensifying the
cultivation in the potential pockets
and increasig the unit area produ-
tion, the other available lands can
be used for the cultivation of com-
mercial crops which could supply
raw materials to the industries.
Hence in the ensuing year the pro-
duction of rice will be increased from
64 Lakh tons to 65 Lakh Tons by
increasing the production efficiency
of the crop in all possible ways.
At the same time the area under
paddy will be reduced from 27 lakh
hectares to 26.5 lakh hectares and
the 50,000 hectares thus diverted
from paddy cultivation will be made
available for the production of
Groundnut and Cotton. Thus the
gap between the demand and pro-
duction could be reduced.

Paddy and Millets:
Additional production of one

lakh tonnes of rice and 0.15 lakh
tonnes of millets are programmed

N. HARIBASKER, LAS.
Secretary for Agriculture
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through the introduction of new
High Yielding Varieties and hybrids
and by bringing new areas under
their influence.

Pulses:

The present area of 11 lakh
hectares under pulses crop will be
stepped upto  11.60 lakh hectares
during 1979-80. The additional area
will be covered by bringing pulses
under (1) pure crop (2) Mixed Crop-
ping and (3) Rice fallows. The
production will be boosted to 3.58
lakh tonnes by advocating improved
techniques and adequate timely
supply of inputs.

Qilseeds:

To meet the ever increasing
demand for edible oil it is proposed
to step up the production of oilseeds
from 14.07 lakh tonnes to 16.03
fakh tons. The area under oilseeds
will also be increased from the
present level of [3.37 lakh hectares
to 14.57 lakh hectares. The in-
crease in area will be mostly under
irrigated condition where the pro-
ductivity is high. New techniques
like application of micro nutrients
and Gypsum will be intensified to
increase the production.

Stress will be laid to increase
the area under coconut and to in-
crease its productivity. It is pro-
posed to distribute 13 lakhs of
coconut seedlings during 1979-80,
which is a lakh increase over the
previous year distribution. To meet
the increased demand for Tall
x Dwarf varieties a scheme to pro-

duce one lakh T x D seedlings has
been started in Pattukkottai area of
Tanjore district.

Cotton:

Present production of 3.75 lakh
bales from 2.90 lakh hectares will
be increased to 4.40 lakh bales by
increasing the area to 3.50 lakh
hectares. To achieve the "above
targetted level 100 percent coverage
will be aimed at under (i) use of
improved seeds (2) fertiliser appli-
cation (3) adoption of plant pro-
tection measures and (4) improved
agronomic practices.

Sugarcane:

During the year 1979-80 the
area will be stabilized at 1.45 lakh
hectares with production aimed at
19.67 lakh tonnes of gur. This will
be mainly achieved by saturating
the area under sugarcane, with
High Yielding Varieties through
systematic seed multiplication and

,- distribution programme.

Inflow of outputs:

Effective steps were taken to
supply the seeds, fertilizers and pesti
cides in right time in right quantity
and in right quality. During 1979
80, it has been programmed to supply
9500 tonnesof paddy 275 tonnes of
sugarcane ,480 tonnes of cholam,
160 tons of Maize, 175 tons of Ragi,
certified seeds to the farmers. The
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offtake of fertiliser during 1979-80
will be increased to 3.40 lakh tonnes
of Nitrogen, 0.90 lakh tonnes of
phosphoric acid and 0.90 lakh
tonnes of Potash.

In addition, the use of organic
manures will be augmented by distri-
buting a quantity of 1000 M.Ts. of
green manures seed. Preparation
and use of Blue Green Algae and
application of micronutrients will
be intensified during 1979-80

Plant protection plays a vital
part in the Crop Production.
During 1979-80 it has been pro-
grammed to stock sufficient quanti-
ties of required pesticides and distri-
but.e to the farmers. With the
assistance of the 7 Mobile Service
Units and the one Plant Protection
Squad at Thanjavur district, it is

programmed to hire out
to the farmers. pravens

New Varieties:

_ Tl}e_department ha

six varieties of paddy, threse \r/:l:;::fc(:
of millets, tWo varieties of pulses
and one oilseed variety. Th
varieties possess peculijar qualigsg
suited to the different agroclim tq
situation of this state and the fa‘alrc

mers could choose
. ! an
their choice. Y one as per

Dry Farming:

Attention is bestowed on dry-

farming to support a large number
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of rural poor with modern techno-
logy.

Demonstration plots in large
extent in dry tracts each covering
1000 acres on watershed basis have
been organised during this year.
One to 1wo such demonstrations in
cacl) district has been planned
during this year.

Land Development:

Tractors and Bulldozers will
be put to work for 2,50,000 hours
during the year 1979-80 to level an
area of 7000 hectares and to plough
an area of 22,500 hectares. To tap
the ground water, it is programmed
to 8ink 4.3G0 tube wells and 2,500
filter paint tube wells besides deepen-

ing 2,700 existing wells and bringing
additional area under irrigation and
supplementing irrigation during 1979
80. Itis also programmed to under-
take boring in 2200 wells to increase
the present yield. Under soil con-

servation programme an area of

42,820 hectares werc brought under
the scheme in plains and Hilly tract
of this State. It has been programm
ed to bring out 60,000 hectares
during the current year under the
above scheme.

Increased Gingelly production under
Lower Bhavani Project:

The Lower Bhavani Project
was thrown open for a third crop
for the first time during this year.
This has facilitated the farmers to

raise 32,000 hectares of Gingelly
crop. 16,000 tons of  Gingelly
valued Rs. 6, crores was produced
this year benefitting the farmers of
the area.

Irrigation from Mettur Dam :

The Mettur Dam was opened
for irrigation on 12th June this year.
Such an early release was done 12
years back only. This early open-
ing is expected to benefit the farmers
of Thanjavur delta to raise 2 lakh
hectares of Kuruvai crop.

Training :

With a view to popularise the
everchanging technological develop-
ments among the farmers training
centres are  functioning in all
districts of Tamil Nadu. About
30,000 farmers will be trained during
this years by these Farmers Training
Centres.

Thus Tamil Nadu is
ahead with all determination and
development in the farm - front
The Development of appropriate
technology through research, dedi-
cated extension activities, training
programmes, Government assistance
and close cooperation of the farmers
indicate a bright future in the farm
front in Tamil Nadu. a
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'Ble wheel of nature has created a cyclic necessity
for mankind to work to eat and to eat to work. This
wheel has been in operation ever since the days of the
creation of man and is eternal. It can have no rest.

When a man is hungry he is induced to think of
work. The thought thus translated into action brings
forth cash and paper notes which—helps to buy food
stuffs suitable for one’s needs. Hunger is appeased.
Hunger which induces the—thought of work gets appea-
sed and now the thought of rest supervenes. When
hunger reaches forth like the morning sun such rest
has to evaporate like the early morning dew. Again,
the thought of work bubbles up at the end of rest.

To remove the obstacles between wprk and food,
the * food for work plan” was evoll;Wed

The “ Food for work Programme’ was started
by the Central Government during 1977. Under this
programme, the Central Government supplied Wheat
and Maida free of cost to the states. The object of this
programme is to create permanent social services,

Tamil Nadu, mainly a rice consuming area was not
able to benefit through this scheme because only wheat
was supplied. .

Secretary for R.D.L.A.

Therefore the Government of Tamil Nadu thought
that it would approach the Government of India re-
questing the supply of rice, 50 that the food for work

plan may be implemented for the benefit of the rural
public.

Our Government was victorious after-—releatless
efforts. Accordingly, a request was made for 66,300
tonnes, of rice for distribution in Tamil Nadu. The
Central Government has sanctionzd an amount of
47,000 tonnes for the year 1979-°80. Already 30,000
tonnes have been received.

The Chief objectives of this programme :

(1) it induces the rural people to K bri
shaking off lethargy, peop work briskly,

(2) to maintain irrigation works and roads as
permanent properties.

(3) to protect public works properly, s
(4) to provide the work

ers wi ine
the stock. ith foodgrai:

from

The food for work

scheme djffare
schemes. iffers

\

N

" T. V. VASUDEVAN, 1. A. 5.,

person. There is no room for touts or contractors.
The foodgrain will not be distributed through contrac-
tors in any situation. As a result, the workers get
benefitted in a large measure from the wages for their
work.

Though the Central Government pr(_)vides the food-
grains, the responsibility of implementing the scheme
lies with the State Governments.

Major and minor irrigation works are created
through this scheme. The irrigation works already
in existence are improved further. The work of prevent-
ing floods is expedited. The ups and downs in an ared

is removed and ieveded. The land is made ready for
tilling. Plans for minor dam works are not shelved but
implemented. School buildings come up. Roads
are improved. Transport facilities to interior places
are improved. _ i

As far as Tamil Nadu is concerned a number of
schemes are being implemented. As a result some
thousands of working class benefit daily. This scheme
aims to create a spirit that public property is own pro-
perty in the minds of the people, raise the economic
standard of the people, mitigate inflation, remove the
disparities between the rich and the poor, and therefore
the scheme will be a new milestone in the development
of the villages. »




'Phc wheel of nature has cr
for mankind to work to eat an
wheel has been in operation ever s
creation of man and is eternal,

eated a cyclic necessity
d to eat to work. This

ince the days of the
It can have no rest.

When a man is hungry he is induced to thi

work. The thought thus translated into actionh‘l?gn‘g)g
fo::th cash and paper notes which—helps to buy food
stuffs suitable for one’s needs. Hunger is appeased
Hunger which induces the—thought of work gets appea:
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the thought of work bubbles up at the end of rest.

To remove the obstacles between work and food,
the * food for work plan” was evolved

The “ Food for work Programme” was started
by the Central Government during 1977. Under this
programme, the Central Government supplied Wheat
and Maida free of cost to the states. The object of this
programme is to create permanent social services.

Tamil Nadu, mainly a rice consuming area was not
able to benefit through this scheme because only wheat
was supplied. -

Secretary for R.D.L.A.

Therefore the Government of Tamil Nadu thought
that it would approach the Government of India re-
questing the supply of rice, $0 that the food for work

plan may be implemented for the benefit of the rural
public.

Our Government was victorious after—relentless
efforts. Accordingly, a request was made for 66,300
tonnes, of rice for distribution in Tamil Nadu. The
Central Government has sanction:d an amount of

47,000 tonnes for the year 1979-'80. Already 30,000
tonnes have been received.

The Chief objectives of this programme :

(1) it induces the rural peopl k briskly,
shaking bff lethavey, people to wor y

(2) to maintain irrigation works and roads as
permanent properties.

(3) to protect public works properly,

(4) to provide the work ith foodgrains from
the stock. P orkers with foocg ‘w

The food for work scheme differs from other
schemes. The foodgrains are given to the workers in
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TIDCO investments in
Industry reach citizens
.in the form of all-round
growth & prosperity.
AlreadyTIDCO has genera-
ted investments of over
Rs. 378 c_,rgr?s. That means
ver Rs. or every man,
aloman and child in the State.
The investment is already
paying the people. For
instance, in the form of
jobs for over 6000 people.
And it will keep brightening
the future of the State.

Do you have even the seed
of an idea to start an
industry with an outlay of
Rs. 100 lakhs or more?
Come to TIDCO.

TIDCO will... eProvide 26%
of the equity capital.

eHELP IN securing a good
location—providing water
and power —securing
technical know-how —
obtaining licences and
other clearances—arranging
finance from other
institutions.

ADWAVE/TIDCO/[1014

Tamil Nadu Industrial
Development
Corporation Ltd.

135, Anna Salai, Madras 600 002.
Ph: 88643/4/5/6 e Grams: TIDCO
oTelex: MS 678
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TIDCO-INVESTING FOR
BRIGHTER TODAYS &
TOMORROWS

ural development largely de-
piends upon availability and adop-
tlon of innovations suited to the
S$oClo-economic  situation of the
People. Education enables develop-
Ment of innovations and facilitates
agter adoption in a social group.
© twin responsibilities of higher
education in agriculture and research
development to ensure faster develop
ment of agriculture in our state of
Tamil Nadu have been entrusted

_ With the Tamil Nadu Agricultural

University,

Infrastructure :

The main campus of the Univer-
sity is situated at Coimbatore with
colleges for agriculture, basic sciences
horticulture and agricultural engi-
neering. Institutions for providing
higher education in veterinary scien-
ces are located at Madias. Two
other colleges for agricultural edu-
cation and fishery science are func-
tioning at Madurai and Tuticorin
respectively. To provide direct con-
tact with the farming community

A. VENKATARAMAN, [AsS,
VICE—CHANCELLOR.
Tamilnadu Agricultural University.

four farmers’ institutes have been
established at Coimbatore, Madurai,
Trichy and Pondicherry. In all
these centres of learning research
activites in their concerned field of
specialisation are undertaken by
qualified scientific personnel. Be-
sides, 22 research units have also
been established in various parts of
the state to carry out situation-
specific, problem-solving, time- -
bound research programmes. Right
at present TNAU provides higner
education in the fields of agriculture,
animal sciences, agricultural engl-
neering and fisheries.  Research

activities are undertaken in all these
major fields and also in forestry
which is in its infancy.




Major Contributions : N through mass media, extension per-

sonnel, farmers institutes and pub-
. lication of literature. TNAU con-
i ducts exclusive courses for farmers
through the Al India Radio and
so far 3458 farmers have partici-
pated in 14 special courses. Besides
4 : “2 bringing out various publications on
are provided with facilities to pursue scientific topics in English and
higher education leading to M.Sc. # ‘ b *, Tamil, we are publishing a mon}hly
and Ph. D. in 32 departments in the B R B A" SR .. ournal ‘“Vallarum Velanmai” in
faculty of agriculture, horticulture, [ AL W & Tamil for the benefit of our farmers.
basic sciences, agricultural engineer-

ing and veterinary science. Thus
the TNAU amply takes care of the
needs of the State for trained man-
power in this vital sector.

438 students are admitted every
year for the under-graduate courses
leading to a degree in the fields of
agricuiture, horticulture, agricultu-
ral engineering, veterinary sciences
and fisheries. Another 417 students

B,

Our immediate goals :

Facilities in all the academic
institutions will have to be greatly
strengthened to provide a practical
skill oriented education to the stu-

As 4 result of sustained research
activities 60 new varieties in Rice,

is under progress. Evaluating some
of the agro-industrial by-products
as feed ingredient with the object of
reducing the feed cost was made
and the materials studied were gobar-
gas slurry, Brewers spent grains,
spent tea dust, leaf meals of papaya,
tapioca and mulberry. Systems for
better management and health cover
for various animals have been syste-
£ matically worked out at the Veteri-
Pii nary College, Madras and passed
*3§ on to the clientele group. A pro-
duction method of fish culture in
sewage water has been perfected and
put to large scale use. New techni-
{ ques in mango pruning, propagation
of plants, processing of horticultyral
products have been found out.

Recent findings are communi-
cated to the rural community

Sorghum, Bajra, Ragi, oilseeds, vege-
tables, cotton and other major
crops of the State have been released
by the TNAU. Twelve modern
implements and tools to carry out
farm operations efficiently have been
designed and made available for
popularisation among farmers. New
methods in seed production, seed
processing and seed storage have
been evolved. Various agronomic
measures to preserve soil fertility
and improve production efficiency,
better methods of soil conservation
and water management, efficient
plant protection control measures,
new methods of processing and pre-
servation, have been studied care-
fully and results communicated to
the farming community for adopt-
tion. A new breed of poultry Meyer
strain has been evolved at the
Teynampet poultry research station.
Study of the performance of wooly
breed for Tamil Nadu with 5/8
Merino and 3/8 Nilgiri inheritance

dent. The teacher-student ratio
will have to be narrowed by reducing
the intake in each institution and
by opening one or two more new
academic institutions so as to
improve the quality of teaching and
learning.

Enough attention has not been
bestowed upon dry farming and
water management so far. Besides
continuously working on irrigated
farm techniques special efforts should
be bestowed upon developing new
strategies to improve the socio-
economic condition of the rural
people in the upland areas. Setting
up of a research station in one of the
drought prone areas and undertak-

ing research activities through an
interdisciplinary team of scientists
will facilitate faster development in
this badly neglected sector. Water
is the chief constraint for agricul
tural production in our State. Better
water management practices in com-
mand areas will have to be evolved
in collaboration with the personnet
of the public works and other con-
nected departments. Production of
fibres, oilseeds, pulses, vegetables
and fruits has not attained the
desirable levels in our State. Re-
search activities which will lead to a
break-through in production of these
crops will have to be undertaken in
a massive scale. Better methods of
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livestock management and health
care will have to be evolved and
popularised. Social forestry, horti-
cultural forestry, inland fisheries
development, agro processing tech-
niques will have to be given better
attention. Continuous monitoring
of socio-economic constraints for
production will pave way for mid-
stream correction of development
activities. There is a tremendous
need to evolve low cost protection
techniques without sacrificing total
production of various agricultural
commodities. The Tamil Nadu
Agricultural University, conscious
of these needs, is conczntrating its
attention on all these vital areas
and will definitely play a dominant
fruitful role in the further develop-
ment of our state. .

a



Agro industries provide inputs
to agriculture or draw inputs from it.
To the former category belong im-
proved agricultural implements, ferti
lisers, pesticides etc. Agro process-
ing facilities such of those for rice,
sugarcane, oil seeds etc. belong to
the latter category.

Considerable progress has been
made in Tamil Nadu n agricultural
development both in terms of the
type and varieties of crops raised
and the yields therefrom. Agro
industrial facilities created so far
can claim their share of credit for
this achievement. A number of
improved agricultural implements as
well as mechanised tractors and
power tillers have been introduced
and are in great demand today.
Arrangements for manufacture of
fertilisers and a widespread net work
for their distribution have been
made. Likewise different types of
pesticides which are needed for the
crops are being distributed through a
variety of means.

While the task is on the one
hand to streamline such arrange-
ments and ensure that in terms of
quantity and quality they are ade-
quate to meet the growing demands
including those of small farmers,
there is need oa the other hand tor
wide spread agro processing facili-
ties which are essential for a number
of reasons. They will be instru-
mental in creating a steady effective
demand for the agricuitural products
and also in ensuring that reasonably

Dr. K. VENKATARAMAN,
I. A. S,

CHAIRMAN & MANAGING DIRECTOR,

The Tamilnadu Agro Industries
Corporation Ltd.

remunerative prices are offered to
the farmers. W.thout such support
the efforts in increasing the produc-
tivity of agricalture will not be
meaningful. Suitable agro-process-
ing faciities will also ensure a re-
distnbution of the pattern of agri-
cultural crops with an increased
emphasis on those which arc com-
mercially  remunerative  andjor
socially useful. Such processing
facilities have been created to a very

substantial extent in
particularly in terms of sugar mills
and modern rice mills. In as much
as agriculture requires a wide variety
of tnputs and also produces a wide
variety of outputs, the scope for
agro industries is very wide.

Tamilnadu

The Tamilnadu Agro Industries
Corporation in its existence for
over a decade concentrated initially
on providing inputs to agriculture
particularly through the supply of
tractors and pumpsets on sale and
hire purchase basis and later through
custom hiring of tractors. Between
1968-69 and 1970-71, the Corpora-
tion supplied about 11000 pumpsets

and 350 tractors on hire purchase. by the Government of India to gene-
The scheme was discontinued when rate employment opport
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the Land Development Banks 8:nd graduates and diploma holders In
Commercial Banks started giving engineering or agriculture and to
financial assistance for this purpose. encourage them to settle in rural
In addition the Corporation has areas on vocitions promoting agri-
sold about 2,715 tractors and spare \caltural ativities. During the past
parts worth Rs. 2.95 crores. The seven years 284 candidates have been
Corporation has also been providing trained by the Corporation under

customs hiring and servicing facili-
ties as an essential service to the
farmers. With the provision of
custom hiring facilities  through
ENCOFED (Tamilnadu Agro Engi-
neering and Service Co-operative
Federation Limited) which has 22’0
centres in the state, the Corporation's
role in custom hiring will not be
extended. But it will continue to
sell tractors, power tillers and spare
parts in an increasing measure.

The activities mentioned above
are being implemented through seven
regional centres and ten sub-centres.
These centres also manufacture and
sell certain improved types of agri-
cultural implements. Greater scope
exists in this regard through a more
co-ordinated effort with extension
agencies. One of the improved
implements developed by the Corpo-
ration is a multipurpose plough tor
dry farming.

" The Corporation has also been
implementing a scheme sponsored

the scheme, 208wt
started agro service ce
rural areas of the State.

The Corporation is also operat-
ing a pesticides project and supply-
ing pesticides worth about Rs. 59.10
lakhs to the farmers.

Another plant of the Corpora-
tion manufactures fishnet from nylon
and polythene. The Corporation’s
products have been very well received
by the users.

The Corporation’s major efforts
are now devoted to the establishment
of agro processing facilities. The
Corporation’s entry into the edible
oil trade is of particular significance
in providing some scope for the
public sector to stabilise edible oil
price and provide good quality,
edible oil. The Corporation’s faci-
lities for solvent extraction which'
exist in Namakkal and Pochampalli
and are being installed in Punakulam:
in Pudukkottai District and Maman-
dur in Chengalpattu District will
enable the solvent extraction of
groundnut oil cake, for which ade-
quate facilities have not so far existed
in the State. The Corporation has
made a good beginning in exporting
deoiled cake and supplying good
quality solvent extracted refined oil
to consumers,



The Corporation’s Oil Complex
in Pochampalli is even more signifi-
cant, The Corporation has been
able to pioneer the use of Sunflower
oil for edible purposes in India in a
big way and has established a market
for it with the brand name
*“SUNOLA ™ which has become a
household word in the State. The
Corporation’s effort will not only
lead to a significant augmentation ot
the pool of edible ol within the
country but also a more wide-spread
cultivation of sunfilower which is a
short term crop and can grow In
different types of soil and water
conditions. As a result the prospect
for agriculture particularly for small
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farmers in dry tarming tracts have
considerably improved. The Corpo
ration has nffered a minimum price
of Rs. 2.25 per kg. for sunfliower
seed with a view to increase the area
under sunfllower cultivation in the
state. A beginning has been made
to provide through qommerqal
banks loan assistance to farmers tor
cultivating sunfllower.

Another significant venture of
the Corporation is in proyndmg a
typically rural, labour intensive agro
processing facility for lucerne, which
is a good leaf protein which is used
in cattle feed and could in due

course be used for human consump-
tion as well. A small experimental
unit run in Udumalpet has enabled a
steady income for farmers cultivating
about 100 acres of lucerne and at the
same time provided good quality
ingredient for animal feed 10 manu-
facturers of cattle and poultry feed.
This unit is expected to be replicated
in several other locations in the
State in the coming years.

A maize milling unit also located
at Udumalpet is intended 1o provide
a stable demand for the maize grown
in that area. The lucerne plant and
the maize plant together constitute
the nucleus of an agro industrial

complex in Udumalpet which is
situated right along side of the regu-

lated market. In juxtaposing the
regulated market facilities and the
agro processing facilities the Corpo-
ration is experimenting with a new
type of agro industrial complex
which may be worth replicating in
other market centres in due course.

The Corporation is drawing up a
fresh corporate plan. In the mean-
time its future interest would be in
the expansion and consolidation of
its existing activities and also inte-
grating its existing activities to utilise
the outputs from its various opera-

tions in a more eflective way. Pro-
jects under consideration include
cotton ginning units, tin making
units, a fruit processing unit and a
cattle feed unit. The Corporation
has also initiated trading activities
for distribution of fertilisers, pesti-
cides and steel to farmers, which are
expected to assume larger dimen-
sions in the coming years.

Considering the wide range of
agro industrial opportunities the
Corporation will also try to promote
the establishment of agro industries
In the State in addition to operat-
Ing units of its own. A small infor-
mation and consultancy wing has
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been created for this purpose. Be-
sides, the Corporation intends to
adopt a district in which it will,
through a team of specialists, iden-
tify specific agro industrial projects,
prépare project profiles in co-opera-
tion with the banking institutions
and interest potential entrepreneurs
and financial agencies in implement-
ing such projects. This work will
be carried out in co-operation with
concerned agencies, particularly the:
district industries centre. Based on
the results the scheme could be
repeated in other districts,
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IN MODERN times publicity through mass medr;
lays a great role in informing the people lan
\nalysing their support for the development pians
nd welfare schemes of the Government. Iltle is tha
ation-building activity designed to strengthen th:
»undations of democracy, It has to motivate ¢
eneficiaries. Therefore the {nodern methods ?o
ublicity through mass media is of great advantage o
e Government and the people. In a democrall
st-up a well informed public s an asset and necessary
» carry forward the developmental works.

The most effective mt;dia hto crealtc a a;:p::(ll't bteht;
reen the people, especially the rural m I
}overnm<:rll)te }?ave bgecr‘l: found to be the radio al}lld
slevision in a developing nation like India. Tle
mpact made by the radio and T.V. among the people
a rural areas has been so great that full advantage
|as been taken not only to disseminate mformatmnl
ut also to educate them about the developmenta

ctivities of the Government.

Radio and television have many functions to
lischarge. They can provide the motivation for eco
10mic activities and social charge, create the climate
or development works and influence attitudes. They
:an also help in imparting various types of education
ind training to the people in the rural areas, partl-
ularly to the farmers. They have the advantage of
‘eaching millions even in remote corners overcoming
the barriers of illiteracy. They do not depend on
he physical facilities of roads and communications
‘or reaching their targets. They are direct, .p_ersonal
ind intimate and hence capable of providing an
.mmediate impact.

MASs
CommuNcArion

“.
N.KRISHNAMURTHY-L.A.S., Director, Information
and Public Relations

As the majority of our population live in villages,
rural development has been the primary concern of
radio ‘and television. Today the performance of the
All India Radio is really creditable as they reach 93%
of the population. There are 174 lakhs broad-casting
receiver license holders in India today. It will thus be
seen that radio broadcasts have made vast strides in
India and influences the people very much.

Madras has the distinction . of pioneering Radio
broadcasts in India. The fitst Radio club in India
was formed at Madas on May 16, 1924, using a low
power transmitter of vintage design. This was later
taken over by the Madras Corporation, which started
a regular broadcasting service at Madras in 1930.
This transmitter is now preserved | in the Madras
Museum. However, the history of organised broad-
casting in India began on July23, 1927 when a 1.5 KW:
MW transmitter was inaugrated in Bombay under
the designation of ‘Indian State Broadcasting Service’.
This was redesignated as All India Radio on June 8,1936.

In. 1947 when India achieved Independence there
were only six Radio stations and the total coverage
was only 2.5% by population and 8% by area. On
1-4-1974 the area covered had increased o 67.5%
and the population coverage to 82.5%

Rural broadcasting

_ THE ALL INDIA RADIO station at Tiruchirapaili which
IS a premier centre of Rural broadcasting uses
modern portable recording equipment for on-the-spot
recordings for Farm and Home Unit. During the
year 1976-77, as many as 620 villages were visited and

v



the station did a total number of 909 outside broadcast
recording relays. Again, Madras occupies the pr_xde
of place in having installed the first frequency modulation
broadcasting service in India, which was inaugurated
in July 1977. This new technique in broadcasting will
provide very high fidelity and noise free reception when
within its service, range of about 40 K.Ms.

Tamil Nadu realised the unique advantage of
radio broadcasts and took steps to instal community

~ casts from Madras, Tiry

* rural bias.

Aimited area of about 19 K.M. radius.

radio sets in villages from the year 1937

tion was first introduced j
4o 08 Ced 1n the State,

Twhen prohibi-
' C here are now
community radio sets in the State. Special
thers are broadcast at
ough these community
ms in villages act as the
dcasts, and supply suffi-
reactions which help the
Hundreds and thousands
ed by these broadcasts.

set times which are heard thr
Radio Rural Fory
eyes and ears of these broa
cient fgted-back on listeners’
authorities to plan further.

of farmers have been benefit

The radio has played a mai .

YRR major role in the ‘‘green
revolution ™ brought about in the country by ggiving
Protll)]erdand timely advice to the farmers on improved
methods of cultivation. The All Indi# Radio broad-
chy, Coimbatorg and Triunel-

cover Tamil Wadu, with a

. € programmes cover subjects like agri-
culture, - animal husbandry, rural p {ming ;health,

adult education, maternity and child welfare, small

veli Stations extensively

ween the media win i

gs of the Government of Tamil
Nadu and the All India Radio, Since the rural masses
are mostly illiterate and poor, it i

periences of one region are broad
v cast to
others. The radio has been extremely useful in reach-

ing the people instantly and to post th i
: em wi -
date news and information. P th upto

Television

fTELEVlSlON has 'tee‘n a recent innovation in the field
Ol mass communication. Tamil Nadu had its first
T.V. station at Madras from I5-8-75 catering to a

It was extended

A

to a radius of 90 K.M. from 4-7-76. The Govern-
ment of India have supplied 114 T.V. sets to the Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu free of cost under Community
viewing scheme for supply to thq yl)lages to popularise
the programmes and other activities of Government
of India and Government of Tamil Nadu among the
rural people. These sets have been inslall;d_m villages
and it is found that the present transmission COVers
the entire district of Chingleput, and the Panchayat
Union area of Arkonam. Nemili, Cheyyar, Vembakkam
Kaveripakkam and Anakkavur of North Arcot Distict
and Marakkanam and Olakkur Panchayat Union
areas of South Arcot. These sets are being mamtalped
by the Panchayat Radio Maintenance Organisation.

Recently the Government of Tamil Nadu has per-
mitted the Panchayats and the Panchayat Unions to
insta] and maintain T.V. sets to be financed from their
funds. It has been decided to instal 1500 T.V. sets
in the three districts of Chengleput, North Arcot and
South Arcot on a phased programme. In addition to
these, the schools will also purchase T.V. sets. In all
1700 sets are expected to be installed in the near future.
A separate “T.V. Maintenance Cell”’ for Tamil Nadu
has been created for the purpose of installing and main-
taining T.V. sets in the Panchayats, Munictpalities
and the Corporation of Madras. The T.V. cell will
be under the control of the Director of Rural Develop-
Mment and located at the Instronic Campus at Adyar
Madras

T.V. Clubs have been formed on the lines of the
Radio Rural Forums so that a feed-back is obtained.
These clubs are also supplied with free stationery and
stamps to induce them to write their reactions to the
T.V.programmes.

The T.V. has brought a new excitement to ghe vil-
lage folk. In small groups people from within and
neighbourhood quickly assemble at the localpanchayat
office. For over two hours they intently listen and see
the programmes. While the T.V. is still beyond the
reach of manywell-to-do people, the poor and the lower
middle-class people in villages are fortunate to benefit
from this modern facility.

To plan the programmes in a manner more bene-
ficial to the villagers, the Government of Tamil Nadu
has set up a committee consisting of representatives
from almost all departments. This consultative com-
mittee which periodically meets, discusses the sugges-
tion from officials and the T.V. clubs and formulates
the future programmes.

Thus mass Communication media of radio and tele-
vision have been put to the advantage of both the
Government and the people. With the increase in
literacy it is hoped that the utility of these media will
increase substantially.

P
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On 15th August 1947, we the people of India became

the ~dispensers of our own destiny” (~Bharat Bhagya
Vidhata”). The 32nd Anniversary of our Independence
Beckons us Today

* to gather ‘strength and inspiration from
our achievements

* to work with renewed efforts for a better
tomorrow.

In 32 years of Independence.....

% we have successfully repulsed external . threats
to the integrity of our country '
« average life expectancy has risen from 32 to
52 years '
+ we have more than doubled our foodgrains
production
+% our industrial production has more than.
A quadrupled
€W * foreign exchange reserves exceed
Rs. 5,000 crores
S e, It is a cause of legitimate national pride that.....a - .8 NAX
Fr‘ﬂ stagnant and dependent economy has been :
SYOEKY)  modernised and made more self-reliant.” ‘to My
K 6%2 ., quote the current Five Year Plan draft. £ R
3

LET US TAKE PRIDE IN OUR ACHIEVEMENTS
FOR PROSPERITY AND INDEPENDENCE,

dovp 79137

LET US REMAIN UNITED

* They saw my lord at Madurai
They saw the form of knowledge pure
They saw in earth the celestial moon
They saw the music scales seven
The music praising God Siva
These they saw in Sambanda
Praise be the eyes that saw ! ¢

—Saint Sekkilar
(Peria Puranam)

A. V. JAYACHANDRUN,
M.A., BL, Dir.P. & P.A.
(Hony. Director, Temple Art Museums
Madurai. Special Officer. Museums,
Tirumala Tirupati  Devasthanams,
Tirumala



_ Madurai is one of the very few
cities of the world that claims a
continuous history of over two
millennium.  When the now mam-
moth cities of Bombay and Madras
were just fishing halmlets and the
present most populated city of India-
Calcutta, was a tiny village of mud-
flats, the name of Madurai was
known to the civilised world as the
capital of the Nayakar dynasty.
Sull earlier, about the beginnings

Hiaks o

- Pliny (77 AD) mentions the Pandae’

of the Christian Era, Madurai was
the Capital of the Pandiyarsa \:‘:‘til:
whom the Mediterranean” world
carried on trade and whom even
the great Mauyryan Asoka did not
attempt to conquer. The mighty
Cholas of the Mediaeval period tried
to vanquish the Pandyas but tajled.
Everytime they were defeated, the
Pandyas arose phoeix like from the
ashes of their past glory and till the

fourteenth centur i
t y ruled Madur:
continuously, Madurai

The Muslim
Malik Kafur, Alayuddin had planned
to plunder the wealth of this great
town during the 14th century. They
carried awdy ton loads of gold
and jewellery, but could not rot;
1ts cultural ethos which till date re-
mained distinct from the rest of the
Tamil Nadu nay Bharat.

THE CHIEF ATTRACTION

~ The chief attraction, no doubt
1s the temple. With stately towers

springing up over the tall gate-way-

structures and the bewitching magni-
ficance of the sculptured colonnades
the temple offers the tourists a new’
world to breathe, to live and to et
enthralled in ecstatic delight %\ll
the gods of the Hindu par{theon
on the towers are arrayed in front

of their eyes to gaze a ip i
( nd slip into :
mystic trance. pintoa

Despite several vicissitudes that
aﬂ‘;cted 1t, the city has not Jost its
unique position.  Paripadal, Madu-
rai Kanchi, Ka.littogai- all of the

first to third century A.D. have |

described the temple and the city.
These aceounts are confiemed by a
host of foreign wr.tters. Megasthenes
(302 A.D.) speaks of the Pandiyan
country. Strabo (20 AD) recocds
about an embassy seat by the Pandi-
yan King to the (emperor) Agustus.

the king. Pandya and his ‘mediter-
ranean emporium of Madoura’.
‘Ptolemy (140 AD) tells us of
modoure’, the kingdom of the ‘Pan-
dion’.  Searching for later sources,
we have the accounts of Marco

Polo (1393 AD() and Ibn Batut:
(1333-1345AD), 0 n Batuta

The uniqueness of the city, is
;hat 1115 planned around the temple-.
in almost concentric squares. A
descrlpt{on of the fortification of
ihnllfa(.)?'#.al, fO;lnS in Madurai Kanchi

$ Us of the city being surroun-
ded by th'ick forests nyot eas%ly crossgd
by enemies, a deep moat and lofty,

generals,  like

walls pierced by huge gates with
towers over them.

REGAL PATRONAGE

Very few cities in the world
haven for over thousands of years
continued the throbs of life inspite

of wars, pestilence, invasions and

other onslaughts, as Madurai. The
city has from the beginnings of the
Christin era obtained the patronage
of the illustrious rulers.

The earliest to take a deep
abiding interest in the temple and the
city was Kadungon (6th century
A.D). He constructed a compound
wall of length 22 ft. and breadth
156 ft. around the simple temple
of Sundaresvara ,already in exis-
tence and referred to in the 7th and
8th century A.D. Tevaram Hynms.
The temple grew as also the city.
His successor to evince a greater
interest in enlarging the city and
throwing fortification around it was
Jatavaraman Kulasekhara Pandyan
(1163-1175). The East gate belong-
ing to this fort is still seen, though
now difficult to be identified due to
its location amidst the labyrinth of
shops. Kulasekharan built temples
at all cardinal points around the
fortification, and now except the
Vishnu temple on the west all are 1n
existence.

The temple chronicles, Sthala-
varalaru Tirupanimalai records the
munificence of kings in the temple
expansion and renovation program-
mes. Most of the edificies of these
illustrious monarchs were razed to
the ground during the Muslim In-
vasion of Madurai in the fourteenth
and the present temple is due to the

_efforts of the Nayakars -the vassals
®of Vijiyanagar Rulers. .

An imaginative layout was con-
ceived around the sanctums of the
Lord and Minakshi (which alone
escaped during the Muslim attack)
by Vishvanatha Nayakar who res-
tored peace and order in the Pandya
empire during the sixteenth century.
It fell to the lot of Tirumalai Naya-
kar, his behign successor tocomplete
the plan. Except a few additions
during the subsequent centuries, the
temple. stands as it was left by Tiru-
malai’ Nayakar.

The British Collectors ~ who
ruled after the invasion of the city
by Colonel Heron took considerable
interest in the temple affairs. Rouse
Peter ,a Coflector endearingly called
Peter Pandyan emotionally associa-
ted himself with the temple. The
wrath of the then rulers and the
the Christian missionaries was on
him. He brushed it aside and
ﬁ’“‘m’d a gold strirrup still in the

mple, as thanks giving to Minakshi
for saving him from being killed by
the cracked ceiling of his bungalow.

THE TEMPLE

The Minakshi Temple is &
world of its own. Even in the small

hours of the morning viz. 4.30 A M.
the temple gates are open and rituah-
stic worship is commenced. Eight
times a day are the lamps lit,
the deities bathed, decorated, and
offerings made, while mantras are
repeated and Nadasvaram music
is played.

During the night, the sacred
foot of the Lord 1s carried in pro-
cession with a paraphernalia whch
even the head ot a country will envy,
to the sanctum of the Goddess where
it is placed on a swing in a special
bed chamber and wnere already
the image of the Goddess is seated.
Before the doors are closed, musical
instruments are played, mantras arc
chanted and prayers are offiered
Though modest this concluding
festival of the day symbolished the
union of primordial sakti Kundalani
with the Sahasrara - the state of
expanded consciousness in which
the devoted experienced the absolute,
in wakeful forgetfulness.

The yearly calendar of the
temple is full of festival days, out
of 365 days in a year 280 days are
festival days at Madurai and the
deities are taken out on perambula-

tion.

The conventional entrance 1o
the temple is through the Ashta
Sakti Mandapam where pillar scul-
ptures of Mahalakshmi, Vaishnavi,
Raudri, Brahmi, Koumarl, Yagnaru-
pini, Shyamala, Maheswari, Manon-
mani are found. Each  goddess
showers her special blessings even
at the entrance to a devotee. The
visitor then enters the five aisled

Minakshi Nayakkar ~ Mandapam
fringed by the seven tired Gopuram
called Citra Gopuram and another
dark mandapam where the sculptures
of Siva with begging bowl and the
wives of Rishis entraptured with
the naked beauty of the lord are seen.

From darkness unto light, t_he
panoramic view of the Porramaraik-
kulam, the Golden Lotus Tank un-
folds itself. The golden Vimana
sikhara of Minakshi and Sundares
varar shrines and all the twelve
gopurams of the temple could be
viewed walking around this tank.
The sayings of Valluvar, the Marcus
Aurelius of the Tamil country whose
work Tirukkural has been trans-
lated in all the languages of the
world, adorn the walls of the South
Corrider of the Golden Lotus Tank.
It is believed that the work was
first published at Madurai. Walk-

* L. T
ing along the corrigor we reacn uic
precincts of the Minakshi Temple.
Hindus only are admitted inside
the Sanctum where the Goddess is
viewed in standing position decked
with pleasing apparel, jewellery and
scented fllowers. The face  of
Minakshi is touched with turmeric.
and sandal paste over the brows
and we witness an enthralling sight.
In her presence we experience a
split-second-forget tulness, a state
of expanded awareness in which time
loses into timelessness,

Coming out of the Goddess’s
shrine the temple complex of Sunda-
resvarar is entered through the
South five-tiecred Gopura called .



l

Nadu Kattu  Gopura. A rare
treat-the mammoth figure of Mukku-
rini Vinayagar carved out of ta
single boulder invites us. Every
year during August September, the
deity receives a huge food-ball of
rice and dhall.

The sanctum of the Lord with
a circumbulatory passage into which
only Hindus are admitted is of the
size of a foot-ball field. Going
around the peri-stylar passage you
will feel history in your veins.

The sculptured pillars which
portray the various alter egos of the
Lord, are specimens of the finest
work of the sculptor’s chiel. In
the figure of Agni and Aghora
Virabhadras, Urdva Tandavar and
Kali, motion is petrified in mono-
liths, an art learnt by the Pandyan
sculptors and usefully portrayed in
this great temple.

From this mandapam called
Kambattadi Mandapam one can
walk to the Kalyana Mandapa,
where a portion is roofed with

éopper tiles. From there on to
the Thousand Pillared Mandapam-
the venue of the Temple Art Museum

THE ART OF MADURAI
TEMPLE

In the architectural and sculp-
tural history of Tamil Nadu Madu-
rai Temple had a dignified place.
It marked the last phase of an illus-
trious experiment made to build
a multi-prakara-house of God on
Agamic lines. The temple is a
sculptural paradise though most

o T
el WA

Hall, through imaginative exhibits
presents, a glimpse of the evolutions
of temple architecture of the South
iconography and iconometry. Rare
collections of bronzes, that speik of
the glory of the artisans of the
Southern districts, can be viewed
in leisure at this Muascam. Som:
of the bronzes date bdack to the days
of Sundara Pandya of Twelfth
century, If you have a camera
you have a real treat here awaiting
you in the sculptured hall or moac-
lithic pillats. Che sheer conception
of both the form and conteat of this
- great hall is an eloquent tenstimony
‘ to the genius and skill of m:dival
craftmen. The musical pillars ia
the Thousand Pillared Hall will be
pointed out, if you ask any of the
Museum guides. Before leaving
the Museum do listen to its musi..

of the sculptures belongad to the
periods later than the sixteenth
century, yet for sheer grace and
majesty .of form, they had a few
parallels. Artists well versed in
Western and Eastern  sculptural
techniques created the thousand
pillared hall transformiag iato
Rococo.

The Temple Art Museum,
housed in the Thousand pillared

It is at Pudu Mandapam thit
sculptures had escaped into a new
spirit-converting the edifice into a
decorative jewel.

The unfinished tower in  froat
of Pudu Mandapam it completed
would have bzen an acme of per-
fection the Nayakar  craftsman
desired a reach. It is here that one
witness specimens of sculptural Art
presented after a re-study, and newer
inspiration injected in the veins of
the craftsmen due to upsurge of the
ethos of the age.

The Madurai Temple, dedi-
cated to Minakshi and Sundare;-

| R varar, is just not a temple, it is a
| ‘ cultural, an art paradise, an embodi--
e o ment of all the values that Saiva
Agamas wanted to perpetuate to en-

A sure a lasting peacs amidst humanity.
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source at all and the people have to
fetch their drinking water from
distant sources. Particularly the
women folk and children spend
most of their time in this burden
some task wasting their productive
contribution to the Nation. In
several villages, the water available
is saline or otherwise unfit for




drinking. Therefore, they were fre-
quently  subjected to Cholera,
Typhoid, Guinea-worm disease and
other-water borne diseases. In addi-
tion to the above, even villages with
good water supply during rainy
season suffer when their water

sources dry up during summer
months.

SURVEY ON DRINKING
WATER SOURCES IN RURAL
AREAS

Owing to the consecutive faj-
lures of monsoons, the State suffered
a severe drought during 1974, 75
and 76 and a Crash Programme of
providing drinking water supply
to many drought affected villages
was undertaken and completed.
Eventhough the above relief mea.
sures were carried out during 1976-77
the problem of drinking water in
the villages was far from solved.
Hence the Government had con-
ducted a scientific Survey to assess
the problem in its entirety correctly.
The Data was collected through
printed questionnaires which were
answered by about 5,000 Gram-
sevaks (V.L.0.) attached to the 374
Development Blocks of Tamil Nadu
after visiting personally each of the
habitations. The Data so collected

from the entire State was analysed
in the Government Data Centre,
Guindy, Madras using a Computer.
As a result of this survey, the habita-
tions have been classified under the
following six categories.

PROGRAMME PLANNED

The State Government have
started the implementation of the
programme for the provision of
water supply to 5420 lype I and
type 2 habitations in Tamil Naduy
rom 1-9-77 and the schemes are
under execution. The estimated
cost for this programme is Rs. 25
crores. So far 2,700 habitations
under Types | and 2 have been
provided with protected, potable
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Highlights of Rural Water
Supply Programme
(@) Iron Removal Plants : While

tackling the problem of providing
water supply to type 2 (non-potable
Source) habitations, it was found
that there are a number of habita-
tions having water with high iron

® content thus necessitating installa-

tion of syitable treatment plants.
The research wing of Tamil Nadu
Water Supply & Drainage Board
had evolved “suitable type designs
for iron removal plants both for
hand pump and = power pump
Schemes and some of the plants are
already under operation.

(b) Fluoride Removal Plants
There are a number of rural habita-
tions in Madurai and Coimbatore

istricts where the water available
has excessive Fluorides. The people
living in these areas, suffer from
decay of teeth, deformation of
bones etc., which incapacitate them.
In view of very huge costs involved,
schemes for providing pure drinking
Wwater to these areas were not taken
Upin the past. The present Govern-
ment have ordered that all such
habitations should be provided with
Potable and perennial drinking water
Ireespective of the costs involved.

* Suitable treatment plans for

femoving the excess fluorides are

ing evolved for use in these areas,

and very soon they are expected to
Come into operation.

(c) Comprehensive Water Supply
chemes :
Of the present Rural Water Supply
rogramme is the implementation
of ‘a number of Comprehensive
Schemes (each scheme covering 2
Number of habitations) for habita-
tions where the ground water is not
Potable because of salinity in the
Coastal areas of the districts viz.,
amanathapuram, Pudukottai,
Ifunelveli etc., These areas have
hitherto been neglected due to high
Costs and they are now being covered
Y these Comprehensive Schemes.
So far 47 Comprehensive Water
Supply Schemes (each costing more
than Rs. 2 lakhs) benefitting a total
Population of 3.67 lakhs have been
Sanctioned under types 1 and 2 at
an estimated cost of Rs. 10 crores
., and they are under execution.

Maintenance Programme

The huge investment made
Under this Programme will not
Nefit the rural masses unless, all
¢ power pumps and hand pumps

7

Another unique feature.

in the rural areas are properly main-
tained. Realising this, the Tamil
Nadu Government have given im-
portance to the maintenance pro-
gramme for Rura! Water Supply
Schemes.

(a) Hand Pump Maintenance : At
present there are about 18,000 deep
borewells fitted with hand pumps
now in operation in the rural areas
of the State. These special type
of pumps, though sturdy in design
to withstand use in 'rural areas,
require periodical maintenance. It
is estimated that one deep borewell
fitted with a hand pump. can serve
about 250 to 300  persons. All
these pumps are maintained by the
Tamil Nadu Water Supply &
Drainage Board from August, 1976.

A ** three-tier-system ™ of hand
pump maintenance s being adopted.
This system contemplates mainte-
nance of hand pumps at village
level, Block Level and District Level
by caretakers, Block Level. fitters
and Mobile Teams respectively.

The caretakers selected from
among the residents near the hand
pump intimate any breakdown to
the Block Level fitter/Mobile Team
through stamped post cards given
to them. On receipt of informa-
tion, the repairs are carried out by
the Mobile Team/Block Level fitter.

er Hand Pump Mainte-
nancgll)’(riogramme, so far 245 fitters
have been appointed and 17 Mobile
Teams formed. This system s
functioning satisfactorily 1n all the
districts of the State. A recent
National Seminar conducted Dby
Government of India and UNICEF
have commended the Tamil Nadu
System for adoption throughout
e P ‘ Maintenance :

wer Pump Mai —
It (il;)eftoimated that there are about

) '

i

10,570 power pumps now existing
in the Rural areas of Tamil Nadu.
The Government realising the need
for proper maintenance have decided
to entrust the maintenance of all
the 3,000 power pumps available
in South Arcot, North Arcot and
Chingleput Districts to Tamil Nadu
Water Supply & Drainage Board as
an experimental measure for one
year from 1—4-—78. It has been
proved that after the taking over of
maintenance by Tamil Nadu Water
Supply & Drainage Board, the
percentage of sick pumps at any
point of time has reduced to a very
great extent. The proposal for en-
trusting the maintenance of power
pumps in all the other districts is
under the active consideration of the
Government.

Financial Allocation

During 1972-73 and 1973-74,
about Rs. 1.5 crores was being spent
annually on Rural Water Supply

Schemes. During 1977-78 and 78-
79, a sum of Rs. 6.75 crores and
Rs. 8.60 crores respectively \a;t;‘(e
spent by the Government in this
s§§tor. yThe allocation for 1979-80
is Rs. 16 crores including the assis-
tance of Rs. 10 crores from Govern-
ment of India.

From the above, it can be secn
that the financial allocation made
by the State Government during
1979-80 including Central assistance
is more than 10 times, the allocation
made during 1972-73 and 1973-74
for Rural Water Supply Schemes.

From this, it is very clear that
all out efforts are being taken by
the State Government, with assis-
tance from Government of India
to tackle the problem of Rural Water
Supply.

Conclusion

The efforts taken by the Tamil
Nadu Government in providing the
essential need of protected, potable
and perennial drinking water supply
to the rural areas within a very
short span of two years is appre-
ciable. The tempo in this field
will increase in the years to
come till the goal viz.,, coverage of
every village with protected water
supply, is reached.




lrrigation is an art practised in
Tamil Nadu from time immemorial.
Utilisation of the surface waters
for irrigation has been gradually
stepped up and at present, about
959 of the available surface waters
are being utilised. This high degree
of utilisation has been made feasible
by forming reservoirs, anicuts,
channels and tanks, at almost all
potential sites.

Before the implementation of
Five Year Plans, there were only 23
irrigation systems in Tamil Nadu,
providing irrigation facilities to 11
lakhs hectares (27 lakhs acres).
Irrigation was extended by anicuts
in Ponniar, Cauvery, Tambara -
parani etc., rivers. Besides these,
two reservoirs were also formed.
One of these is the Periyar Lake
formed across the West flowing
Perivar river. The west flowing
waters are diverted to the east
through a tunnel to benefit Madurai
District. The other one is the
Mettur Reservoir across the river
Cauvery. This is the largest storage
reservoir in Tamil Nadu.

In the five year plans imple-
mented from 1951-52, six major
and 39 medium irrigation projects,
costing Rs. 217 crores, have been
taken up for benefitting 3.34 lakh
hectares (8.26 lakhs acres) of new

S. MANAVALAN,

area. Qut of these, 4 major and 32
medium schemes have been complet-
ed benefitting 2 lakh " hectares (4.95
lakh acres) of new area. Apart
from this, an extent of 1.0l lakh
hectares (2.5 lakhs acres) of new
area will be benefitted by the
Parambikulam Aliyar Project which
is being implemented in stages by
the schemes completed in 1977-78
about 2700 hectares (6600 acres)
of new area will be benefitted.

B.E.(C), B.E.(H.V.), M.SC.(ST.ENG.)
Chief Epgineer Irrigation

In the current
o year (1979-80
It 1S programmed to give i(rrigatiorz
facilities to 5000 hectares (12400
acres) of new area,

Safient features of j
.. Sa : important
urigation projects which are under
“excution, are given below :—
Parambikulam Aliyar Project :

‘ The multi valley, multi py
Parambikulam Aliyar Project wag

commenced in the second five year
plan period. This is an example
of good will and co-operation among
neighbouring states. So far, SsiX
reservoirs, one weir, seven channels
and inter-connecting tunnels have
been completed, providing irrigation
facilities. Lower Nirar Dam and
tunnel works are under execution.
They are programmed to be comp-
leted in the current year. The tar-
getted extent of ayacut under the:
project is 1.01 lakh hectares (2.50
lakh acres). Still there are large
extent of lands in the commqnd
area of the Project without irrigation
facilities. Government have ap-
proved the scheme of extension of
irrigation benefits of this scheme
to another 0.45 lakh hectares (1.10
lakh acres) with a view to carry
the benefits of the scheme to dry
areas atleast in alternate years.

Modernisation of Periyar-Vaigai
Irrigation System :—

With a view to modernise the
Periyar-Vaigai irrigation, and to
minimise the seepage.loss, a modern
scheme with World Bank Aid 18
being implemented. The estimated
cost of the scheme is Rs. 41.04 crores
and 15,956 hectares (39420 acres)
of new area will be benefitted. It 1S
programmed to complete the wprk
in the current five year plan period.
A separate Chief Engineer has been
appointed by the Government in
1977 for this Project.

Excavation of a right side canal

from Sathanur Pick-up Anicut.
A canal is under excavation

from the pick up anicut below

Sathanur Reservoir on the right
side where irrigation facility was
not given previously.

Under this scheme, origmally
it was programmed to give the bene-
fit of wet cultivation to an extent
of 3600 hectares (9000 acres) But,
subsequently it has been decided
to extend the irrigation benefit to 2
larger extent of land. This is pro-
posed to be achieved by designing
the system for irrigated dry crops
and an extent of 6554 hectares
(16443 acres) will be now benefitted.
The latest estimated cost of the
scheme s about Rs. 465 lakhs.
The Scheme is programmed to be
;‘l)mpleted in the current five year

an.

Formation of a reservoir across
Ponniar near Kelavarapalli :

. A dam costing Rs. 607 lakhs
I8 under construction across the

river Ponniar near Kelavarapalli
village in the Dharmapuri District.
The Government approved  the
scheme in 1977. Irrigation facili-
ties will be extended to 3237 hectares
(8000 acres) of new dry crop lands.
A reservoir of 386 M.cft capacity
with two canals will be formed.
The scheme is programmed to be
completed in the. current five year
plan period.

Formation of a Reservoir Across
Pambar near Marampatti

Under the Drought Prone Area
Programme, 2 Treservoir, costing
Rs. 248 lakhs is under construction
across river Pambar, near Maram-
patti village in Uthangarai Taluk
of Dharmapuri District. An extent
of 1620 hectares (4000 acres) of new
jands will receive irrigation facilities.
The scheme is programmed to be

completea in the crurent five yeat
plan period.

Gundar- Reservoir Scheme

The scheme contemplates for-
mation of a reservoir of 25 M.cft.
capacity across Gundar river near
Kannipulimedu in Shencottah Taluk
of Tirunelveli District. This scheme
will stabilise irrigation in an extent
of 495 hectares (1222 ac:es), besides
benefiting 40 hectares (98 acres)
of new area. Government have sanc-
tioned the revised estimate for Rs. 82
lakhs tor the scheme. The work i3
being taken up and will be complet-
ed in the current five year plan
period.

Improvements to Veeranam Tank
System (Pilot Study)

It has been programmed to
improve the Veeranam Tank system.
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In the first stage, a pilot scheme has
been taken up to improve the Lalpet
and Valligudy channels of this
system at a cost of Rs. 11 lakhs and
these works are in progress.

In 1978-79, the Government
have sanctioned the following four
new schemes.

Formation of a reservoir
of 131 M.cft. capacity across Pulam-
patti river near Thumbalahalli village
in the Palacode Taluk of the Dharma-
puri District :—By this scheme an
extent of 884 hectares (2184 acres)
of new area will get irrigation facili-
ties, besides bridging gap and

- stabilising an extent of 171 hectares

34

(422 acs.) of existing ayacut. The
estimated cost of the scheme s
Rs. 123.97 lakhs.

Formation of a reservoir
of 418 M.cft capacity across Vaniar
river near Mullikadu village in Harur
Taluk of the Dharmapuri District : —
The scheme will provide irrigation
facilities to an extent of 3460 hecta-
res (8550 acrs.) of new area for rais-
sing dry crops, besides stabilising
an area of 749 hectares (1852 acres).
of existing ayacut. The estimated
cost of the scheme is Rs. 560 lakhs.

Formation of a reservoir of
398 M.cft capacity across Vaippar
river near Vembakkottai village in
Sattur Taluk of the Ramanathapuram
District :—It will benefit a new area
of 3278 hectares (8100 acs.) for dry
crops. The estimated cost of the
scheme is Rs. 296 lakhs.

Formation of a reservoir of
127 M.cft capacity across Virudu-
patti Odai, near Kullur Sandai
Village in Aruppukotta: 'I:aluk of the
Ramanathapuram Distiict @ —By
this scheme an extent of 1034 hec-
tares (2556 acres) of new area will

%

i

get the benefit of irrigation dry

cultivation. The estimated cost of
the work is Rs. 127 lakhs.

Further, Special Minor Irriga-
tion Programme works are imple-
mented from the first plan period
onwards. Under this scheme, small
irrigation works costing less than
Rs. 25 lakhs are taken up to provide
irrigation facilities. As  these
schemes are quick yielding, the
Government pay special attention
to them.

In the last two years i.e. 1977-78
and 1978-79, 216 works benefiting
new area of 8533 hectares (21087
acres) were completed. Upto end
of 1978-79 works numbering 17911
have been completed benefiting 2.13
lakh hectares (5.26 lakh acres) of
new area. For the current year
the Government have alloted Rs. 250
lakhs for S.M.L.P. works.

Irrigation tanks lose their origi-
nal capacity due to silting. Resto-
ration of lost capacity in part or
full can be achieved by raising the
F.T.L. of tanks and desilting the
tank beds to reclaim the foreshore
lands. By a judicious combination
of the two methods the scheme is
being implemented. The scheme
which was commenced in the second
five year plan period is being conti-
nued in the current plan period.
From the inception upto 1978-79,
the scheme has been executed in 263
tanks, while in the last two years it
was done in 13 tanks. The allot-
ment by the Government for thesc
works for the current year is Rs. 25§
lakhs.

In Tamil Nadu an extent of
about 9.3 lakh hectares (22.98
lakh acres) of lands receive irriga-
tion facilities through 37000 tanks.
Out of these, tanks feeding more

than 40 hectares (100 acs.) are only
at present under the control of the
P.W.D. the other tanks being under
the control of the local Panchayat
Unions, etc. The Government
implemented the Accelerated Minor-
Irrigation Programme .in 1974, con-
sidering the need for bringing the
tanks to standards and the inability
of the Panchayat Unions to maintain
the tanks under their control due to
paucity of funds. Under this pro-
gramme, the PWD tanks, tanks
undpr the control of Panchayat
Unions and the ex-zamin tanks
will be brought to standards by
the PWD in a phased programme,
A total of 3734 nos. of such works
have been completed upto the end of
1978-79. In the last two years i.e.
1977-78 and 1978-79, 1043 such
works have been completed for the
current year, the Government have

allotted Rs. 135 lakhs for these
works.

A major scheme costing Rs.
192.68 crores for modernisinggabout
500 tanks each having an ayacut
of 200 hectares (500 acs.) has been
formulated. This is under conside-
ration of the Government.

. Chances of framing new major
irrigation schemes in lamil Nadu
are not bright, as the balance utilisa-
ble surplus flows arc very limited.
Investigation to formulate schemes
to utilise the residual flows to the
maximum extent feasible is however
being conducted. Having ytilised
the surface water flows almost fully
efforts are being taken by mé
Goverament to obtain surplus waters
of the west flowing rivers in the
_neighbouring Kerala State by diveri-
ing them eastwards to increase irri-
gation facilities in our State. The
Central Government have appointed
a Technical Committee in this
regard.

Government are also taking
steps for modernising the existing
pld irrigation systems, and extend-
mg irrigation facilitjes by conserving
water as a result of modernisatioﬁ
In a phased programme.

With the

: availab,
tial, the G le water poten-

_ Jovernment are taking and
will continue to take all steps for
expandmg the irrigation facjlities to

the maximum extent feasible.

I-R.D.P. is the current topic
discussed and much talked about in
these days by planners, Administra-

tors, Politicians and the common

man. Is it merely another slogan,
which will fade away in course of
time ? Is LR.D.P.
another special programme launch-
ed by the Government ? Or is it
the real remedy and panacea of the
rural ills and a hope of the weaker
sections who are in the most deplo-
rable condition in our count:y.

What is I. R. D. P. 7 How

simply just ,

mw“

‘w 23 B

is it different from the programmes |

Jaunched and tried in this country ?
To have a proper perspective and
understanding, it is essential to look
back critically in an unbiased way
the impact of the various schemes
implemented hitherto in this country
their strong points, the achieve-
ments and also the failures and
weaknesses.

In the past, several ad hoc
projects like PIREP, CSRE, Area
Development, SFDA, DPAP and
such other numerous progrimmes
have been tried through out th?
country to generate more employ-
ment and also increase the stz}ndard
of living of the people. The impact
of these ad hoc schemes was only
marginal and it did not bring about
desired effect cf reaching the poor
masses. The benefits did not trickle
down to the weaker sections.

Similarly Community Deve-
lopment Programme, started in 1952
vigorously implementefi .mmally
with the ‘people’s participation had
far reaching effeets on the commu-
nity as a whole. The enthusiasm
shown in the nacent stage in the
implementati>n of the Community
Developmert Programme  slowly
waned and it has become senile,
sterile and streotyped. One of the
significant benefits of the Commu-
nity Development Programme 1S,
it has resulted i1 rural assets and
contributed to the infrastructural
facilities in the rural areas. Again,
the focus was not on the wzaker
sections as the Community Develop-
ment Programme was designed for
all segments of society. All the
above said special and regular pro-
grammes had a wide coverage, but

‘rfailed to concentrate on the rural

poor. Consequently, the neglected
Poor became poorer and it has been
estimated approximately despite all
hese programmes that 60% of the

Ple are now living under the
Poverty line, the bulk of these

constitute the helpless weaker sec-
tions and the rural poor.

The second major Himalayan
problem  facing the country,
partly due to population explosion
and certain other factors is the
unemployment of educated and un-
educated people. It has been esti-
mated in 1973 that there are about
5000 million unemployed mandays
in a year in the rural areas. The
magnitude of rural unemployment
is estimated as 4 million persons
in the category of * Chronically
unemployed >’ for the country as a
whole. But it does not reflect the
basic malady of the employment
situation in the country which is of
under employment. Under em-

loyment is another gigantic pro
blem to be tackled, especially in the
rural areas.

How to bridge the gap and
lift the poor masses above the poverty

By
M. JAMES VICTOR

line is the grim problem facing us.
And the big challengs. Another
gigantic problem facing the country
is the rural unemployment and under
employment, which is closely asso-
ciated with rural poverty.

Our planners awoke to the
reality of the magnitude of this prob-
lem and began to plug the loopholes,
rectify the defects found in past
failures and evolved a new strategy,
a package of programmes and
schemes, a workable methodology
with special emphasis and conzzrn
for the weaker sections. It has bgen
named rightly as Integrated Rural
D:velopment. I.R.D. may there-
fore-be d:fined as Integratad Deve-
lopment of the area and the pzople
tarough optimum development and
ut lisation of local resourc:s—phy-
sical, biological and human and by .

"bringing about necessary institu-

tional, structural and attitudinal
changes and by delivering a package

™



of services to encompass not only'
the economic field i.e. agriculture
and rural industries but also the
estiblishment of the required social
infrastructure and services in the
area of health and nutrition, sanita-
tion, housing, drinking water and
literacy, with the ultimate objectives
of improviag the quality of life of
the ° rural poor and the rural weak.”
It implies functional, spatial and
temporal iategration of all these
paramaters. Thus the LR.D. is a
multifacet framework involving a
multi-disciplinary  approach. In
this process, self-help and commu-
nity participation have a para-
mount role.

Objective and strategy :

The objective of this scheme
of LLR.D. is to provide full employ-
ment through production program-
mes in a selected arca. The objec-
tive is to be achieved by earmarking
additional allocatons for which one
of the selected blocks in such identi-
fied schemes as are suitable for the
particular area. The schemes ar¢
designed to generate additional
employment and raise the income
level of the identified target groups
consisting of small and marginal
farmers, agricultural labourers rural
artisans and persons belonging tO
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes. 2,000 blocks in our country
which are mostly covered by any
one or more of the special pro-
grammes of SFDA, Drought Prone
Area Development Programme etc.
have been taken up for intensive
and integrated rural development

during 1978-79. 300 blocks will
be taken up every year during the
Sixth Five Year Plan period.

In Tamil Nadu 161 blocks
have bzen selected, 100 from SFDA,
30 from DPAP blocks and 31
blocks not covered by any special
programmes. The Government of
india, has provided financial assis-
tance to the tune of Rs. 537 lakhs
during  1979—380. Institutional
finance has played 2 major role in
implementing the LR.D. Credit
mobilised through Banks rums to
1118 lakhs. During the current
year it is proposed to take up 26
additional blocks under 1. R. D.

g rccord of achievement.

B scparate ancilliary schemes

1 E.G.S. and self-sufficiency scheme
| of the blocks in a phased manner

This programme is designed for the
period of § years and almost all the
374 blocks will be brought under
its coverage within the period of
next 4 years. Thiru B, Sivaraman,
formerly Planning  Commission
Member who visited the Uthira-

merur blocks of Tamil Nadu was g

very much impressed with the speed
with which LR.D. is being imple-
mented in Tamil Nadu. Block
Level Planning is one of the pre-
requisites for implementing this pro-
gramme and the unique feature cf
block level planning is the identifi-
cation of the individual households,
their felt needs, their aptitudes, their
land holdings, Income ectc. Such
an indepth survey is the basic founda-
tion on which [.R.D. is being imple-
mented. In Tamil Nadu 4,40,970
families have been identified and
within a short period of about five
months as the actual implementa-
tion of the scheme was from October/
November 78 only. 1,42,000 poor
families have been benefitted by this
scheme. This is a remarkable and
Two more
like

have also been taken up simulta-
neously during this year in Tamil

be compared to the rails on which
LR.D. can move to its destination
namely the weaker sections of the
society. LR.D. isindeed the hope of

§ the weaker sections in Tamil Nadu,

. Nadu and these two schemes may ;-

. THE place of Cottage Industries
in our national economy has been
the subject of keen controversy and
1S yet to be considered 1n IS
Perspective. India is a land of
villages and the only way to build
up the country is to rebuild and revi-
talise the villages. The biggest of
the problems of our villages 1S
poverty. The Royal Commission
on Agriculture rightly pointed out
that the cultivator ** Labours not
for profit, not for net return, but for
subsistance.”

_ More than 80% of our popula-
tion live in the rural areas. The
entire rural population depend on
agriculture for their subsistance in
one way or other. Indian agricul-
ture continues to depend upon mon-
soon and every failure of monsoon
which is too frequent in India-
impoverishes the agricultural eco-
nomy. The pressure on land is

P. SOMASUNDARAM, BA.,

ADDITIONAL DIRECTOR,
RURAL DEVELOPMENT.

id that a nation that depends
::“ ericulture for its livehhood
depends upon 2 broken reed which
can never—in the very nature of ghe
case—ensure  €conomic stability.
The available land for cultivation
is fixed and the law of Diminishing
return operates more quickly in
agriculture than in industries.
To arrest the furthler economic
ivation of the rural masses, an
g:g:::ised effort has to be made by
providing alternative employment to
the villagers. Atleast 507, of the
existing rural population should be
employed in other occupations.
These employment opportunities
should be made available at the
villages where they live. The villa-

increasing day by day. It has been,gers cannot be trained overnight in

operating complicated machineries.
They cannot also be expected to
invest huge amount in the proposed
industry. 1t should be more labour
intensive than capital intensive. Only
village and cottage industries can
satisty these conditions.  Large
scale industries with huge and costly
machineries can never be the answer
in such conditions. Hence, the
introduction of labour intensive,
small scale and cottage industries
is the need of the hour and it will
go a long way in providing employ-
ment opportunities to the rural
mass in their place of residence.
This will facilitate in. stopping the
exodus of the rural masses to the
urban areas and thereby create
many more problems in the already
over crowded urban arcas. The
development of cottage industries
can increase the purchasing power
since it seeks to utilise leisure and
reorganise the economic life of
rural masses.
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Fhe programme of development
ral industries in the first two
has been slow and it has not
lade any appreciable impact on
e economy. In the first two
, a few industries were selected
development. Though these
intended to be selected on the
of local availability of raw
rials, skills and markets in the
ate the choice was made on
dhoc and experimental basis.
e light of the results achieved
ms necessary that some change
> approach to this whole prob-
s called for.

Fhe programme of rural indus-
development short aims at

]

improving the local traditional skills
apq mtroducing new skills, in pro-
viding common service facilities,
and generally assisting rural artisans
to stand on their own legs and contri-
bute effectively to the rural economy.

Under the community Develop-
ment Programme, provision was
made available for the development
of industries under the schematic
heads of *‘ Rural Arts Crafts and
other industries.”” In the national
Extension Service Blocks there were
no similar provision. Subsequently
when the distinction of the C. D. &
N.E.S. Blocks was abolished under
the revised financial pattern from
April 1958, a grant was provided

ot Iy '—}"

depending upon the stage of

blocks. Subsequently, d%lring :gg
third five year plan, a uniform provi-
sion of Rs. 50,000 was made for all
blocks. The schematic provision
made under Rural Arts and Crafts
was treated as nucleus funds and
the provision made by the all India
Boards like the All India Handicrafts
Board, Khadi and Village Industries
Commnsann €tc. are to be fully
involved in the development of
mdusmegm the block areas. All
the Provisions were routed through
the Director of Industries ar%d
Commerqe. Consequently to effect
a co-ordinated development  of
varous industrial programme the
Director of Industries and Comr;lerce

was made responsible for the imple-
mentation of the industries pro-:
gramme in Blocks. Even from the
initial stages, he was made responsi-
ble for the sanction, execution, anq
implementation of the rural arts
and crafts programme and also the
other industrial programmes. The

- Director of Industries and Com-

merce was made responsibié for the
administering the funds and al
schemes relating to cottage “.‘d‘_,’%f,
tries, village indus'tries. small .Sc?t:
industries, and rural arts and cra

programmes from 1953- t0

Even before this improved
tools were distributed in the SeleCtht
Firkas under the Firka developmen
and Rural Welfare Scheme and COI};
trolled articles like iron and stee
were also distributed to the artisans.
Even these schemes were administer-
ed by the technical instructors work-
ing under the Director of Industries
and Commerce. Hence, the asso-
ciation of the Director of Industries
and Commerce with the industries
programme in blocks could be
traced from 1947 onwards. Bui
the programme relating to the l'urad
arts and crafts which was at_tende
to by the Director of Industries an
Commerce from 1947 to 1961 was

'« Cntrusted for implementation by

the State « hadi and Village Indus-
tries Board with effect from 1-4-61.
These units were subsequently trans-
ferred to the P.Us. by the K. & V. I
Board. The T. N. K. & V.
Board was made the P. Us. adminis-
tratively responsible for the imple-
mentation of the programme. The
technical responsibility vested with
the Khadi board. The schemes
are to be formulated by the P. Us.
and technically scrutinised by the
officers of the T. N. K. & V. !
Board, The units transferred to
the P, Us. were run as trainng
Centres or Training cum—Produc-
tion Centres. Some of these centres
like Carpentry, Blacksmithy, Car-
| pentry-cum-Blacksmithy, T'allcn'mgi
cumbly weaving, mat weaving, bel
metal, Pith unit, cane and Bamboo
unit, Chalk, crayon units etc. were
subsequently converted to produc-
tion units. Before converting the
above units as production units the
artisans and other people living in
the block areas were given training
‘s.and were made to increase their
livelihood by utilising the training
they got from these centres by using
improved technology. These cen-
tres provided employment to the
artisans and thereby increased their
carning. The other persons who
got trained in the training centres

I employment to

1. Government of India Ministry o

-earned additional income during’

their spare time by utilising the
training they received in these cen-
tres. Under Rural Arts Crafts and
Industries programme functioning
in the Panchayat Unions, 198 units
and 28 bee keeping colonies were
functioning in the Panchayat Unions
and 389 persons including 29 bee
fieldmen are employed besides giving
three thousand
workers in the above units,

As 4 new industrial policy,

Industry have suggested the setting
up of D. L. Cs. in every Districts so
as to provide through a single agency
all the services and supports re-
quired for small and village indus-

In pursuance of this policy,
Government have set up D. L. Cs.

in eight Districts initially to promote §
industries in rural and Backward

fﬁ

Madras. The Committee have sub-
mitted its recommentation to Govern
ment. In its recommendations the
committee have suggested several
new industries depending upon the
availability of raw materials in the
rural areas. The recommendations

are being examined by the Govern-
ment and the new industries will
be started in the rural areas on the
basis of recommendations of the
committee.

M

Ay

g

areas and to provide employment 3

opportunities in large numbers.
Government have also sanctioned

necessary staff to man these centres. §
The intention of the Government 1n
starting D. 1. Cs. is to provide all

facilities including financial assis- §
d tance under one roof to the pros-

pective enterprenuers who are willing

to start new industries in the rural 3§

areas. Government have also mini-

mised the procedural delays in gett-
ing clearances from the local bodies ®

for starting new industries in the §

rural areas. Financial assistance
for starting new industries or revive
ing sick industries is also provided
from the financing  institutions
through the D. 1. Cs. After the
introduction of D. L. Cs. technically
trained persons from the rural
areas have come forward to start
new industries in rural and back-
ward areas by utilising the assis-
tance given by the D. L. Cs.

After the formation of the
D.1.Cs. and upto 31st May 1979 the
number of persons who were given
employment is 23,580 and a sum
of Rs. 167.14 lakhs have been
given as financial assistance to 900
units through banks. Financial assi-
stance to the tune of Rs. 17,33,795
has been given to 3081 artisans.

To examine the scope for crea-
tion of employment through rural
industries with specific emphasis on
household and cottage industries,
Government constituted a committee
on February 78 under the Chairman-
ship of Dr. Nayudamma former
Director General of Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research,

The

improvement
economy depend upon the industria-
lisation of the rural areas to a large
extent. The exodus of villagers to
urban areas is being prevented by
providing employment opportuni-
ties to the villagers by starting new

of village

industries in their areas. The deve-
lopment of industries in the rural
areas will boost the economy of the
villagers and also increase the pur-
chasing power of the villagers to
minimise their dependence upon the
urban areas for their daily require-
ments.

It is hoped that with the renew-
ed efforts on the part of the State
and Central Governments by estab-
lishing D. 1. Cs. and other similar
projects, the rural areas are expected
to usher in a new era of prosperity
with better standard of life resulting
in all round development. e
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OF the 660 million people living
in this country 1/3 is said to go to
bed hungry every night: they suffer
from under Nutrition and Malnutri-
tion. Because of this, Pre-school
children even lack the energy to
drive away the flies gathering at the-
ir'open mouths. 12 year old children
look like 8 years old, women of 35
look like 60 vear old women. Apart
from this, thousands of people in
the country, especially children below
five suffer from deficiency diseases
like Kwashiorker, Marasums, im-
paired vision, permanent blindness
followed by high rate of mortality
and morbidity. All these maladies
are due to lack of proper nutrition.
Children below 5, pregnant and
nursing mothers are most vulnerable
sections affected by mal-nutrition.

According to the study con-
ducted by NIN, in Tamil Nadu, the
standard of nutrition of the people
is very low, when compared even to
all India average. The actual intake
of food in the state falls far below
the standard requirements of 2400
caloriesand 55 gms of protein,
for adults and it is more than 1/3
less than the requirements for
children, pregnant and nursing
mothers. There is wide prevalence
of deficiency of Vitamin A, Iron
and B. Complex deficiency especially
among the vulnerable group.

Eventhough poverty is the major
cause of mal-nutrition in children it
is mainly due to the lack of know-
ledge of mothers about the diets of
children, “froper feeding practice
and simple methods of child care.
Even the diets of others in the family
can be greatly improved with the
available income and local resources

if women are educated about the
importance of nutrition, better
m:thods of cooking and dietry
habits and also helped to produce
the critical toods required, by them-
selves.

Applied Nutrition Programme
is thus an educational programme at
village and famuly levels that aims
to bring about improvements in the
diets of the villagers by education
through self-help, improved produc-
tion and improved consumption.
The main objectives of the pro-
gramme are :

I. To educate mothers, school
children and other members
of the village community
about the types and qualities
to be consumed.

2. To encourage the local pro-
duction of pulses, greenleafy
vegetables, other vegetables,
fruits and also foods of
animal origin like eggs and
fish.

3. To encourage proper method
of storage and preservation of foods
at family and village levels and to
increase the knowledge of women
and school children about proper
methods of preparation of foods by
demonstration.

4. To increase the knowledge of
mothers about the diets of
infants and pre school
children and simple aspects
of child care and family
welfare planning.

5. To utilise the cooperation of,
the health personnel to en-
sure necessary health care-

Applied Nutrition

S. P. PERUMAL, B.Sc.,

¥

Joint Director of Rural Development. &
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for the vulnerable group and
also to organise a feeding
programme for other mal-
nourished children, pregnant
and nursing mothers with
the food materials produced
under the programme.

Applied nutrition programme
was started in Tamil Nadu with the
assistance of Unicef and Govt. of
India in 1962-63 with 7 blocks.
Now the programme has covered
75 blocks of which 38 blocks have
entered the post operational period,
after an operational period of 5
years and 37 are in the operational
period. In the post operational
blocks the activities should be conti-
nued with the departmental funds.
The period of operation for the
blocks started from 1974-75 are 6
years with a preliminary year for
planning and training the personnel
for drawing up an effective compre-

hensive plan for the operational
period.

A comprehensive need based
plan for each ANP block is drawn
up based on a base line survey and
assessing the local resources and
leadership with the financial provi-
sion available from UNICEF, Gowt.
of India and State Government.
Unicef provides Rs.20,000 per block

for 5 years, Government of India @

Rs. 34,000 per year per block for
the production components and
State Government spends Rs. 5\

per block per year on Production
component and and Rs. 85,000
on Nutrition Education. As Unicef
aid is not available for the blocks
started in 1978-79, Government of
India is giving special additional
allotment of Rs. 30,000 per year

Per block. Pt. Un contributes
Rupees1.5 Lakhs towards the cost
of 30 K.K. Kappagams Buildings.
The financial outlay per block for
the operational period works out
to Rs. 10 to 12 lakhs. The Budget
estimate under the State Government
budget for 1979-80 is Rs. 45 lakhs
for the Scheme.

Under Nutrition Education
training of all the officials and non-
officials concerned is an important
aspect. All the R.E.-T.Cs. and
S.I.C.D. Bhavanisagar and the
N.R.C. Erskine Hospital Madurai
are involved in the training of per-
sonnel. Apart from this, Block
level training is conducted every
year for Mahalir Mandram members
and convenors, Presidents and Chair-
man of the Pt. Uns, Poultry growers.
by the A.N.P. Instructresses attach-
ed to the Sri A.H.S. College, Coimba-
tore and the R.E.T.C. extension
staff. 450 to 500 persons are train-
ed per block including levels from
District to the village.

Propaganda meetings, exhibi-
tions, competitions, drama and film
shows are conducted in villages to
import Nutrition Education to all
the people in villages.

For young girls and women

*» two demonstrations on Nutrition

are conducted every month in 30
Mahalir Mandrams in each block.
Demonstrations equipments and
demonstrative charges are provided
for those Mahalir Mandrams. Talks
and discussions on Nutrition, Child
care, family welfare planning, health
and environmental sanitation are
arranged in these M.Ms. every
month. Transistor radios are supp-
lied to selected M.Ms, and women
are encouraged to listen to Radio
Programmes on the above subject.

Demonstration  feeding pro-
gramme is organised to convince the
.mothers about the importance of
Nutrition for good health. 30
K.K.s. are:organised in each _block
and feeding organised for 120 benefi-
Ciaries. The 40 pre school children
between the ages of 2—6 years, 40
other children between 6 months
and 6 years and 40 pregnant and
Nursing’ mothers are selected by
the M.Os. of the Local Primary

\,,gealth Centres. The vegetables,

reens, Pulses, fruits, eggs. and fish
produced by the production units
of the programme and the food
Materials received from CARE is
utilised to feed 120 beneficieries per
day per centre for 300 days in the
year. The 30 K.K. in the A.N.P.
Block are provided educational toys,

cooking utensils, trained Balasevikas
and pucca buildings at a cost of Rs.
10,000 per building. So far 1025
Kappagams are organised in the 75
A.N.P. Blocks and 600 K.K. build-
ings have been completed. It is
planned to construct 280 buildings
during 1979-80.  After handing over
594 K.K. of the Post ANP to the
Social Welfare Department there are
431 K,Ks. in the 37 on going
blocks with a feeding programme for
34, 480 children and 17240 pregnant
and nursing mothers.

Nutrition Education and supp-
lementary feeding will not solve
the problem of nutrition. More
protective foods have to be made
available at family and of village level.

Hence the programme of produc-
tion is considered an important
component of A.N.P. To encourage
the increased production of green
leafy vegetables, other vegetables,
pulses and fruits, Headquarters nur-
sery is organised in each Block
headquarters. Every year 10,000
Morniga seedlings and 50,000
Pappaya seedlings are produced and
distributed to Home gardens in the
villages. In addition every year
fruit seedlings of Guava, Sapota,
Gooseberrys etc. worth Rs. 3000 are
distributed for home gardens in
each Block areas. So far 74,383
Home gardens have been organised
under the programme. All schools
with land and water facilities are
encouraged to raise the vegetable



gardens and assistance in the shape
of supply of seeds, seedlings, fertili-
sers, sinking of wells and pump sets.
etc. are provided. These school
gardens are utilised for imparting
Nutrition Education to the boys by
involving them in the production of
nutritive vegetable and fruits and
consuming them in the midday
meals. 1944 school gardens above 30
cents have been organised so far.

In order to demunstrate to the
community the production of Nutri-
tiously rich vegetables, greens, pulses
and fruits one or two community
gardens are started in each Block.
Nutritious vegetables and greens

are  produced  every  season
and fruit trees like gooseberry,
Pappaya, Mango, Sapota west

Indian cherries etc. are planted.
A portion of the produce
is diverted to the supplementary
feeding programme in K.K. 55
Community gardens have becn orga-
nised in the blocks started since
1970.71.

For providing for the supply
of more animal protein in village
areas poultry production is encourag
ed. In each block 10 grower farms ;
are organised for the supply of!
pullets to the programme. To
encourage the needy low income
group to benefit from poultry
growing five birds and a cockrel are
provided at 50% cost. This 50%,
is reccived either in cash or in kind
as eggs and supplied to the K.Ks.
for feeding programme for pre-
school children. Two eggs per week
per child are supplied to all the feed-
ing centres in the Blocks.

To encourage the production of
more eggs and its availability in
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villages to increase the family in-
come, deep litter units are also
started. 20 birds and 2 cockrels at
509 cost are supplied and this cost
is either recovered in cash or eggs.
If cash is received eggs are purchased
and supplied for feeding programme.

In each block 10 grower farms are
organised every year 50 deep litter
Units and 500 Backyard units during
the operational period.

To provide for the availability
of more fish in the area all the
tanks with water atleast for 6 to 8
months under the control of Pt.Un,
are cleared and stocked with finger-
lings supplied by Fisheries Depart-
ment. When they are mature they are
caught and supplied for feeding
programme. When more fish is
harvested it is sold in the villages
at low cost.

Apart from these programmes
of productions certain special pro-
grammes. have been introduced to
increase the earning capacity of
women of the weaker sections of the
community. It is a well known fact
that when more moneyv is available

J
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in womens hands it will go to
improve the nutrition of the small
children in the family. With this
aim in view, goat rearing, mat weav-
ing, sericulture activities are planned
under the programme. Under the
milch goat - rearing project 394
goats have been supplied to the select
ed members of the M. MS. belong-
Ing to the weaker sections of tke
community. In each M.M. 5 she
goats and he goat are supplied at
the rate of one she goat to each
member on condition that she gives
a she goat to another member, free

of cost, when it litters. - This has to
be continued till all members receiv-
ed a she goat each. This will in-
crease the supply of milk for children
in needy families and also increase
the earning of women.

. Forany programme for improv-
ing the nutritional status of the
people, especially children below 6
years, pregnant and nursing mothers,
providing health care is a must. In
AN.P. the M. Os. of P.H.Cs. in the

Block and the para-medical staff
attached to them are expected to.
provide the health coverage for the
programme. Immunisation of all
children in the villages where K.Ks.
are functioning is carried out.
Children are immunised against
small pox, T.B. Polio and also admi-
nistered with D.P.T. Vaccine. The
beneficiaries for the feeding pro-
gramme are selected by them based
on nutritional deficiency. Periodi-
cal health check up of the benefi-
ciaries of the feeding programme
1s undertaken and those suffering
from various illness either treated or
referred to Hospitals. Health cards
are being maintained for pre-school
children and the mothers educated
about the importance of child care.

In addition the importance of
safe drinking water and clean environ
ment is stressed in villages to prevent
infection and infestation of worms
in children in villages.

. 1In one A.N.P. Block ie. in
Tirupathur in North Arcot District,
programme for Intensive Develop-
ment is planned with additional

zUnicef assistance of about 8 lakhs.

A. N. P. is thus the only inte-

A‘Nutrl_u‘on Education, Production of
“Nutritive foods and its consumption
With a provision for health coverage
with the aim of improving the
nutrition, of the people in villages

especially the chil
~mother. lldren and tl:e

programme in ope-¥

. THE techuique not adopted
1s the technique not invented”-
says an old adage. Any scientific
Invention especially in the field of
farm science, needs to be field orien-
ted and should be easily adopted
by the large mass of illeterate and
semi literate farmers. But the
scientific inventions, owing to the
sophistication of research ,are always
brought out with too many jargons
and statistics which a man out of
its circle may not be able to under-
stand as much. This is more SO
in the case of illeterate farmers who
are the ultimate consumers of these
ideas and techniques. Hence the
raw scientific findings are to be pro-
perly treated and made available
to the farmers in the right form,
right way and in right tfme with
least distortion for them, to reap
more. Thisis where the farm
information business come into-
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being to bridge the gap between
the Researcher and the Farmer.
The functioning of farm information
units are symbiotic, because, it
should feed both the farmer and
the researcher about the innovation
and the problems respectively. One
way it carries the research findings
to the field and in other way posts
the field problems to the researchers.
This work is now carried out by
the specially trained personnel
through various media of audio,
visual and audio-visual nature.

In Tamil Nadu about all the
districts are having their farm in-

formation wunits attached to the
Deputy Director of Agricultural
incharge of the district. The unit
comprises of one District Agricultu-
ral Officer as the unit head with
one Silk Screen Designer and two
artists for pieparation of proper
visual supports. Besides, there is
a cine-operator and a information
van with built-in public address
system for propaganda in the Rural
areas.

These units, in accordance with
the regular development programmes
and strategies designed for the year,
plan their activities to carry the
timely farm messages in the .form
understandable by the farming folk.
Their activities widely cover all
means of communication, right
from individual contact to Mass
media approach. Necessary audio
and visual.sup like pamphilets,
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booklets, posters and the recorded
cassets on the talks of experts and
experienced farmers are prepared
and used in various campaigns and
occasions like group  meetings,
village vizhas, etc.

With a view to monitor the
field information activities ,and to
render necessary technical and ope-
ration support to the field officers
a separate state level unit is func-
tioning at the headquarters attached
to the Directorate of Agriculture,
Madras. This unit is headed by
the District Agricultural Officer and
sul%ported by 3 Deputy Agricultural
Officers with a team of artists.
This unit mainly acts as a intermed-
diary between the Researchers and
extension officers. The activities
mainly comprises of Publication of
research findings, production of
Documentary films, feeding the mass
media like Radio, Television, Press
etc. Organising the State Level
expositions and reviewing the dis-
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tricts activities in accordance with
the Corporate objectives. _
A full-fledged press is main
tained for publications. A monthly
magazine called “The Farm Science
and a Monthly Reporter” published
by this unit carry the articles on
research and general interests res-
pectively. Besides, books on special
subjects authored by the specialists
are being published and they are
issued free of cost both for the
farmers and extension workers.

Documentary films on subjects
of current interest are being produced
with the assistance of Tamil Nadu
Films Division, Adayar, Madras.
During 1978-79 films on Sugargane,
Dry farming and Agricultural En-
gineering were  produced. These
films are distributed through the
public relations officers of the dis-
tricts for wide screening in the
theaters. Besides they are being
used by our information officers

attached to the district units for
their campaigns.

The Tourist and Festival fairs
are the opportunities for the large
scale communication of farm
messages and achievements to the
urban, semiurban and the surround-
ing rural mass about the situation
and facilities available for farmpro-
duction. Exhibitions are conducted
on such occasions to serve the above
purpose.

Thus the farm information unit
play vital role in bringing the re-
qQuired change in the field with an
Hltlmate objective of increasing the
'Farm Productivity” which the en-
tire gamut of Agricultural activities
In the national level aim at, With
the increased sophistication of
media and farm innovations the

task of the information units are so

great which they a i
arace. y approach with all
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The Hurricane

that uprooted growths

poisonous to Soclety

An uneducated old man. An obstinate
person from his youth. An agitator who was
not aware that a party set-up should follow the
nature of political objective. He never bothered
about the feeling of the people he hurt and that
those hurt will hurl abuses. He refused to be
tactful. He was attacked by the very same persons
whom he brought into the limelight. To this
old man, the very idea of agitation tastes sweet.
He has a long public service to his credit. But
what has he gained ? Has he obtained a knighthood ?
Had he any opportunity to go to Geneva at Govern-
ment cost. Did he go to the States at the expense
of the Government? What are his achievements.
He was put in prison not less than cight times.
This is Ramasami Naicker.

We are aware of the appearences of a good
many extremists in the world. We are aware
of speakers with gifted tongues, who have talked
of atheism. We have seen heroes braving rivers
of fire. We should understand the great diffe-
rence between these persons and Periyar.

They talked and wrote among educated
persons of mature understanding. Whereas Peri-
yar’s work was among the most illiterdte of Tamil-
Nadu amongst opposition including stone throw-
ing and mud slinging. While the all-knowing
men of letters of all fields, felt helpless even to
check impostors, Periyar, slashed through like a
hurricane, uprooting various growths poisonous
to society in Tamil Nadu. '

Periyar has great experience in having led a
number of agitations. His relationship and under-
standing with thegeneral public was so certain
that the wrath of the rich could not harm him.

Dy

He sowed the seed of self respect in Tamil-
Nadu. He has seen many a battlefield and parti-
cipated in many a battle. Discarding luxurious
living he lived a simple life.

Come forward to work. Don’t ask me the
means of livelihood. Come to rescue your com-
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munity. Don’t ask me whegher you have the
energy for it. Come, join the battle. Don’t
ask me when it will end. This was his war cry.

The qualities of intellectuals and revolutiona-
ries like Socrates, Lenin, Bernadshaw and
Rousseau, for which they are held in great esteem
are all seen together in the form of Periyar.

A good number of persons have worked
alongwith Periyar. Throughout I had the opportu-
nity to be with him, more than the others. They
have been very sweet days for me. Even as I
recall them today, 1 derive great pleasure.

During his conversations he has come out
with a number of thought provoking ideas. He
taught me the art of fortifying my heart against
hardships. He induced in me a great interest,
pleasure and satisfaction in public service.

I found and accepted the leadership of this
sole leader.

His life was a continuous struggle to uphold
the right to speak what he felt at any cost. His
success in this struggle was tremendous. He
was not the sole person to enjoy the fruits of his
success. Today, one and all enjoy the fruits
of his labour. In Tamil Nadu, a state prevails,
when one can express his views freely. This is
the first phase of the success of an intellectual
revolution. Periyar and Periyar alone is res-
ponsible for this. The service rendered by him
to achieve this success is very appreciable.

And therefore, I generally refer to it—the
great service rendered by Periyar is not the work
of an individual, but it is an era, an important
period of time, a turning point.

He has seen many battlefields. The successes
achieved were very many. The battle he started
is still going on.

I call those days the spring in may life, the
days when 1 had the opportunity to join him in
that battle.






How do you invest Rs. 6267
and make sure you get

Rs.100 in return?

Simple! Buy Bank of Baroda’s
Janata Cash Certificates.

Te a look at this table:

Face value
of Janata
Cash Certificate.

Issue Price for different maturity
periods

36 months | 39 months 63 months
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.

8.36 7.85 6.27 |
50 41.82 39.27 31.34 3
100 83.64 78.55 62.67
5CO 418.19 392.73 313.36

ngk of Baroda makes saving easy for you by
Jiving you a really wide choice of Janata
Cash Certificates. In convenient denominations:
Rs. 10, Rs. 50, Rs. 75, Rs. 100, Rs. 250,
Rs. 500, Rs. 1000.

Bonus, Provident fund, Salary time—any time
_ is the right time to save. And buy Janata
Cash Certificates.

See your small savings grow...come in handy
for a rainy day.

For details contact your nearest
Bank of Baroda branch.

& Bank of Baroda

(A Government of India Undertaking)

Y
% ‘Gf A network of over 1300 branches in India and abroad.
3 70 years of Banking

25 years Banking Overseas

U-BOB-JCC.1/8

S

A SOCIAL
REVOLUTIONARY

S. RAMACHANDRAN B.E. (Hons) F.LE,

Hon. Minister for Electricity

Exactly a hundred years ago, Periyar was bor ';
a new era was born.

It was a time when Indian Sgciety was at the t}ln‘re-
shold of a change. It was atime when the feeling
for freedom dawned among the native Indians. It was
also the time when many social reformers attempte

a change in the social structure.

ian society suffers from a peculiar disease “the
‘casttlt{“i?sr:em. I¥ is the caste system which divided
society into water tight compartments. It is this sys:ez
that put a stop to socia! mobility. It is the caste syste
which prevented social inter course.

In retrospect it is amazing that a ‘cultured’ society
like ours should have not only accepted it, but per-
petuated it with religious sanction.

Indian society was divided into four castes. Others
were treated as outcastes or untouchables. Even
among the four divisions of castes, there was a
hierarchical system assigning status to a particular caste.
‘he upper most was the ‘Brahmin’ caste, the priestly
class. This was there for long, probably for many
centuries.

It is this community which was in the fore-front
in all walks of life, social ,political and economical.
This community established a rapport even with Briti-
shers, our rulers at that time. They functioned not
only in the British Government but were also. active
participants in the freedom movement. Such is their
dynamism and cheerful efficiency.

Tamil Nadu is not an exception to this Indian

- situation, except for the fact that it has its own distinct

culture which treats all alike.

Periyar, a tepacious, fighter against injustice, was
born ‘amidst these circumstances. In his anxiety to
fight against alien rule, he joined the freedom move-
ment. headed by the congress party and found himself

in a pitiable predicament when he realised that British
Rule would only be replaced by Brahmin Rule, if social
equality were not attained by that time.

According to him, the Brahmin caste, constituting
only 3 percent of the population, was enjoying as much
as 70 to 80 9 of the benefits derived from society whereas
70 %, of the non-Brahmin population was not able to
derive benefits even upto 10 or 15%. Being conscious
of the injustice, that was likely to be meted out to the
masses, he could no longer remain in the Congress,
nor could the Congress contain him.

It was in 1925 that he came out of the Congress
to fight for the just cause of the majority of the popu-
ladion in Tamil Nadu who are non-Brahmin.

In this crusade, many well-educated youth joined
him, the chief among them being our late Leader ANNA.
Not only did he attack the Brahmin domination in the
society but he demolished the very foundation of the
caste structure.

In this great venture, he achieved many firsts in the
field of his battle.
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He was the one who conducted all his battles with-
out even 2 trace of violence, in spite of the fact that he
was leading a majority of 20 Percent people against 39/,

He was the one who adopted tactics which yielded
high dividends without sacrificing many of his volunters
in the battlefield. His method can be described as
‘threaten and withdraw’. He would threaten to burn
the Constitution, the Nationa! Flag and even the port-
trait of Mahatma Gandhi, the leader of our freedom
movement, only to squeeze out of the Government
certain concessions and privileges for his exploited
masses. When he saw the prospect of achieving it,
he never hesitated to withdraw.

He was the first to he a leader among leaders.
Not only was he respected by leaders of all political
parties and leaders of all shades of opinion but he was
the father figure for a separate generation of leaders.
If there is a modern political movement in Tamil Nadu
started by the late Anna and conducted effectively by
our energetic Chief Minister Hon’ble Thiru M.G.R.
today, the credit goes to the Father figure-our late
Periyar.

He was the first to realise his dreams in his own
life-time when social equality is upper most in one’s
mind. He achieved what he wanted. There is nobody
in Tamil Nadu today who is bold enough to ascertain
the caste of the other. In fact, everyone is enlightened
enough to get rid of the caste system altogether.

He was the first in spreading his movement not
only in the social field but also in the political field to
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SOCial equality as a precondi-

tion of political ** swaraj” was the
basic idea when E. V., R. founded
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himself, ne spontaneously perceived
the difficult definable term ** reli-

create awareness among the masses to elect such a party
which would be rationalistic in dealing with social pro-
blems.

He was the first of his kind among social philoso-
phers to denounce the very existence of God and ques-
tion the validity of religion. By his marathon tour
ail over the state and by his numerous meetings all
the time, he convinced illiterate masses, among whom
he worked hard, of the rationale of his policy and pro-
grammes.

It was in 1974 that Periyar departed after long
and active years of public life.

Though he is no more with us he has left with
us a great country and a great ideal: A great country
rid of the caste system, untouchability and all attendant
social evils, a great ideal to treat humanity as one and
serve them equally above the prejudices of caste. colour,
race, religion, sex, language, and nation.

Probably he is the first to have left ﬁs his own. .-

follower 10 become the Chief Minister and to celebrate
his centenary. A charismatic personality, by his
own virtue, our Chief Minister Hon’ble Thiru M.G.R.
has organised the people of Tamil Nadu to celebrate
the centenary of Periyar, throughout the year. No
other peopie could have celebrated any other leader
like this. Even after his death, Periyar was made to
achieve this first.

As Anna has aptly putit, Periyar was an era.
he ended, that era also ended.

When

 So he took over the real leader-
ship of the contemporary Tamil
renaissance which till then had been
a predominant elite-movement, but
now was turned into a mass-move-
mem. In this way self-respect was
widened to include self-conscious-
ness of the Tamilians as Tamilians,
and the Self-Respect movement,
eventually  developed into  the
Dravida  Kazhagam. But  the
Periyar himself has also left his
mark on his followers, a heritage
which inay be hard to manage.

the Seif-Respect movement. How-
ever, self-respect 1s not only a ques-
tion of social equality, but as well a
question of personal self-reliance.
So E. V. R. had to face both sides
in order to found true self-respect,
and he did not hesitate to call what
he considered his double-faced enemy
py name : Caste and Superstition.
To quote himself : ““ Man is dis-
graced by caste and caste is dis-
graced by reiigion. How can we
destrey one keeping the other alive.

" Previous reformers had attacked
the caste system, but before E. V. R.
noune had realized that the roots of
the caste syste m had to be found in
religicn.  To fight both with one
hisw marks, however, the originality
of € V. R. Being a non-Brahmin

gion ” to be North-Indian Brahm.-
nism and just this perception deter -
mined the success of his fight. The
previous  North-Indian reformers
had to appeal o self-criticism in
order to achieve their social aims,
in 50 far as the customs they intend-
ed to reform were based vn their
own Aryan-religious traditton. But
to make people realize that the roots
of most social evils can ve found
only by looking nearer nowe has
certainly nowhere any mass-appeal,
nor had 1t in North-lndia. On
the other had, W wake people
realize that they are caughit in
spiritual as well as sociai darkness
because of suppression by incruders,
this above all appeals to selt-respect,
and this was, paiucularly, what
E. V. R. did.

As a foreigner | see this heritage
in the Periyar’s radical sense of
bumnan dignity and s quest for
self-respect as the undispensable
precondition of any achievement,
socially as well as politically. He
fought during a lifctime, and not
in vain, in order to awaken this quest
among *the Tamilian people. But
on the othier hand, self-respect itself
18 4 precondition, a precondition,
namely, of true regurd for one’s
fellow human beings.

To my mind this 15 the lasting
challenge which the Periyar has left.
a chalienge. which charvacueristically
corresponds to the conception o
human greatness as elaborated 1n
the Sacred Kural

@,

RVE VIR & afPan,
Hon’ble Minister for Information
and Religious Endowment

defied

lieve: he fully understood them. Therefore he
‘s);’cll?vgeliefs l)-,le attacked vehemently those vho we;'let
the cause for the spread of such beliefs. He fotl:g'
ruthlessly against the structures which were the basis

for it.

His voice of dissent was full of revolutionary ﬁtr’e.
The words from his pen shot out like atom ll)‘omw:;
His feelings burst forth like a volcano .becausl?l e i
not able to tolerate the miseries of society. He rather
his war cry. His agitations differed vastly from ©

social reformers.

i itation—
this leader who was keenly bent on agita
a greBalt“lea(;er who could chanellize the energies of m:‘r:é
ho had the power to destroy his opponents at

‘:ro?)k of his finger, who could command legions of
. . . . . e of a —
T thai Periyar—This is not just the name : —— —
leade‘r.hﬁnis the naxgle of an era. 75 years of the history o ]
of Tamil Nadu can be traced in his life.

Peerless leaders, great intellectuals, philosophers,

. ave a eared n §
freedom fighters, social reformers h pp force of §

i he dynamic
this world. He appeared to have t
allst;xvesc Juminaries unified 1n himself.

He tried to eradicate-nay, he faught agai_nslt .tk:'e ‘el\:llls:
of casteism brought aboutl.by rehg:g:t, r;ogl:d 1;:1 :e el
4 : . i
ties, slavery of women, 1€ igiou y o He it
ious beliefs which are a disgrace to ma !
:Ihoeuslamp to dispel the darkness In soc1ety.d l;ere(;aos]t‘;_
gated these cancerous social evils and p:;‘ea B T e
tionary path for a new world. He sw g x

current for sixty years.

iviti d programmes
f we keenly follow the activities an I
» of thlis father of agitations the lion undaunted bytr grl:::;l\
walls—we can understand that he has'carved ou \ c?t
of great purity and uprightness, which we should try

to emulate.

—

i i re the
believed that certain bell.ci.'s and norms Wwer¢
causer?or social evils and degradition. Not only did he
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fighters, a leader who had no equals, he in his lifetime, sophy that independence could be complete only when
saw to it that those who opposed him, the symbols social freedom was achieved. That was why Periyar
which he wanted to destroy, or those believers who chose to follow an independent path, instead of becom-
opposed him, never came to any harm. The peaceful ing a slave to political intrigues, desire for power and
and righteous manner in which he looked after their the fruits of office.
welfare—should be emulated by his followers. The journey Periyar undertook was one of hard-
‘ _ ship. To undertake this journey one should have
Those who point out that Thanthai Periyar had indomitable courage and unlimited zeal. Periyar had
class hatred, should look back on his life. both in abundance, and was able to face success in the ¥

_ ‘ . first phase, resulting in the formation of Anna’s
Those who call him an antagonist of Asthikas should Government in 1967.

look caretully into 60 years of his life.

-~ MARIIN
LUTHER

o ' _The Tamil people were able to realize the ideals of
Throughout his life, this great leader saw to it that Periyar with the formation of Anna’s Government as a

his movement of rationalism did not harm the parti- first step and the work still goes on. Periyar is not
cular section of the people who were determined to with ustoday. Perarignar Anna who was introduced by
protect the evils of social tradition and religious tradition Periyar to the Tamil society is also no more.  But the
that were a part of the Hindu social fabric. Government formed by Anna still continues..

TamiiNadu

Periyar has carved out a'niche
in the Hall of Fame 1n Tamilnadu

He opposed superstitious beliefs and he oppesed To rekindle his memories, the Government of Anna
them strongly. But he did not oppose the society nor which realizes the ideals of Periyar, has drawn up 2

the people who were the cause for it. He had a great programme to celebrate the centenary of Periyar—the
affection for people. He was a great humanitrarian. morning star,

3 i irties and

Only if this great truth were understood can one under- right through the year. ‘ ::Si;eygggilarSll\:vC;s tlZleoitrtlll‘:’,rtrevolu- mg

stand Periyar’s great strength. This was the quality Let us bow to the leader par excellance of the 20th tionary propaganda in the promo- P .
pointed out by Anna. Periyar who started his work in century—an era in the annals of Tamil history. Let us tion of social justice. He aroused ﬁl ;

the freecdom movement realized from Gandhiji’s philo- take a pledge to follow his footsteps. conscious of sub-merged commu- 7 oa b
L — nities in the new awakening of their Wrush

human dignity and equality. Du-
ring those years a friend of mmtz
occasionally used to mention abo_uh
the impact of “‘Kudiyarasu _whic

has been translated into Tamil-for
instance the booklet Irandu Valikal
(TWO WAYS) published in 1968.
At an interview Periyar stated My

)

=

year 1939 Muslims of India were
God’”’ awakened to new consciousness of

twice “Kuthcosi” Gurusamy came J

o)

—Miss ANITA DIEHL
University of LUND, Sweden. O

In Pertyar’s propaganda, an
ethical - structure, based on a con-
cept of man, is apparent. He ad-
vocates strongly to and determined
by life in this world, as he firmly
repudiates any transcendental power,
influence, or accent.

In thinking of man as a rational
being, Periyar optimistically ascribes

“Pertyar is the pragmatic pro-
pagandist -attacking what he sees
wrong in religious influence on
society, namely Brahmin domina-
tion. He cannot be called as
atheistic philosopher.

“In his attack on the Brahmin
as high caste-the representative of
religio-social domination, the social
side of Periyar’s ideology is mani-

disciples read Ingersol to me and
I accepted many of his ideas and
used them in my propaganda”.

the Ingersoll influence came to
Periyar through C.N. Annadurai
who had read him and who was
impressed by the American philoso-
nher. The influence of Ingersol
on’ Periyar was apparent after his
trip to Russia in 1931.

_ The Personality of Periyar in
his effective manifestations of an
active propagandist, creating an
image of the clear contours has
emerged out of personal experiences.
Periyar’s propaganda is the reflec-
tions of his personality. An enume-
ration of the main trends and events
of recent history in South India
will, therefore, give a key to his -
personality and at the same time

¢

. . .
was negating existence O C
and propagating ideas of social

equality and commurical justice

for depressed classes, castes and

Periyar was quite
ringy[he yeacrl 1930 I_workqd for
the Justice Party candidates in the
City of Madras. Most of them
were elected to the then Madras
Legislative Council. Dewan Baha-
dur A. Ramaswami Mudaliyar got
elected for the then Centrgl Legis-
lative Assembly and continued 1o
function for full four years. The
Indian National Congress dpcndpd
to contest the Certral Legislative
Assembly elections in 1934. As a
student of Panchalyappa’s College
I worked for his election. There
was a sweeping Success achieved
by the Indian National Congress
in the later half of 1934 Central
Legislative Assembly e'ections. Peri-

their political rights by Mr. Jinnah
who was spelling out the idea of
separzte nationhoed in rahter z;mbl-
valentterms. I even now distinctly

fearlessly and unflinchingly.

Periyar was livirg during the
year 1950 in one street named after
2 muslim near Mourt Road. I was
cften making visits to him. Atleast

and consulted me on certain legal
matters, even in regard to the new
social reform movement or political
agitations which Periyar started

iti ing that decade. 1 tad so much
cdarivacive 1o, Periyar Seems rommumte rememb;r t%'xat Ilzllethl':]] eseog Fe,ilr(g;i g}"r‘:siectaangt:evcrance for Pertyar
roved attracti i ' i ip Wi horted thke Muslims ¢
Signigca;lt razggré?n:egyzscsﬁﬁs My frst acquanntcai:ilg;stlé;p ‘Biﬁ ?g follow the lead of Mr.Jibhah that although: Periyar wanted to
. ) ac -

come to my residence and consult
me, I made it a point to meet him
in his house and give my legal advice
about the legal implications of some
of his movements or agitations
either socio-political or political.

In October 1954 1 appeared

. for Periyar and others in the High

Court of Judicature at Madras.
A complaint was filed by Thiru A.
Veerabhadran Chettiar against Peri-
yar for an alledged offence under
sections 295 and 295-A of the
Indian Penal Code. The complaint
was that Periyar broke the mud-
image of Ganesa in public at the
Town Hall Maidan of Tiruchira-

id vi i 53 at 5.30 p.m.
[ did vigorous pro- palli on 27.5.192 )
to him both good-will aud dignity fested. Just as the vaikom experi- answer the question of the develop- yzr aﬁg;“?ﬁf?ﬁysuécesi %f A.Raena- The First Additional l]F"ds't‘ (;::SS
He emphasises Social duty, equality ence in 1924 taught Periyar that ment of his influence. In  his ‘s)w%lm Mudaliyar but in vain. Magistrate, Trichirapalll cismi
and justice in word which some- anti-Brahminism meant the eradi- fierce attacks on existing South y

times are obviously connected with
the New Testament. ‘‘“These words
are often repeated by Periyar as
virtues required of man and indis-
pensable to Society. Olukkam
(good behaviour) Nanneri (in
tegrity) and Unma' (truth) when
using this terminilogy, Periyar be-
trays his indigenous btack-ground.

TR —

cation of religion, this too taught
‘The Vaikom Hero” that ami-

Brahminism meant the eradication
uf caste.

Robert G. Ingersoll, the Ameri-
can atheist and Rationalist is often
quoted in the speeches and writing
of the D.K. movement. Ingersoll

Indian structures, religion-and social

tradition guided by Brahmins, Peri- 4

yai has contributed to the growing
sense of Tamil identity. He broke
}A-’lth latent Hindu fatalism, wien
in his bold Rationalism. he pro-
ciaimid his message of change anl
improvement which is apparent be-
hind his many anti-slogans.

ki [n 1938 | was practising as an

Advocate in the Courts of North
Arcot District. The late  Samy
Naidu of Tirupattur was known
to me. Sir Kurma Venkata Reddy
Naidu and Periyar addressed the
Mohammedans cf Arcot town In
the later half of 1939. Duting tte

K. NARAYANASWAMY,
Hon'ble Minister for Law.

tte complaint under section 203
of the Criminal Procedure Code.
Thiru Veerabhadran Chettiar quk
up the matter by way of revision
to the Court of Sessions Judge of
Tiruchirapalli Division. The Ses-
sions Judge refused to order further
enquiry and dismissed the revision
petition. Thiru Veerabadran Chet-



tiar sought to revise the order of
the Sessions Judge of Tiruchira-
palli before the High Court of
Madras. | appeared for Periyar.
The petition fijed by Thiru Veera-
bhadran Chettiar was dismissed on
13th October 1954. (The judge
ment of the High Court in the case
field by Thiru Veerabhadran Chettia-
is reported in 1955 [ M.L.J. page 368)

In the year 1956 1 invited him
for a lunch with me. [ was living
in No.l, Daniel Street. 1 have
a distinct recoliection that 1 also
invited. the late lamented Thiru
V.L.Ethiraj, Justice Govinda Menon
among others. 1 still remember
Thiru Justice W.S. Krishnaswamy
Naidu (who is happily with us)
was one of the invitees. It is well

known that Periyar was rather
mﬂugntlal with the then Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu Perun-

thalaivar Kamaraj. In the course
of lunch and conversation, Justice
Govinda Menen gave me a good
good chit about my stature as a
Lawyer. Thiru Ethiraj sportingly
conveyed a distinct hint to Periyar
that my stature at the Bar must
be duly recognised by the then
Government! Periyar smiled and
smiled! 1 am aglad to notice that

(3 2

nothing came out of this during
the Congress regime. 1 want to
lay emphasis on one aspect of this
luncheon. I told Periyar that the
lunch was to be at 1.00 p.m. at my
residence. He arrived punctually
at 1.00 p.m.  An Englishman, whose
virtue 1s punctuality, would have
been amazed at the precision and
accuracy of the punctuality prac-
tised by Periyar. How many of

us know the virtues of punctuali
today! P Y

(It may not be totally irrelevant
to mention that at the end of 1952
or at the beginning of 1953 Thiru
M.G.R. (as he then was known)
came to my residence with Thiru
Ponnambalanar and gave me a
word of appreciation for my ser-

vices in what was known as garmpis

in which@p oupn pooaissar
were arraigned as accused by the
Rajaji  Administration.)

I made visits to Periyar when
he was either ailing or convalescing
in the General Hospital.

After 1 became a permanent
Judge of the Madras High Court
1 wanted to pay my respects to
Periyar. On ore occation Periyar
recollected a meeting between him

vut !
Naicker

- by the then Chief Justice to accept

o
otally. mh“om

and the then Chief Minister Thiru
Anna. at Pattiveeranpatti. He told
me details of his successfully persuad-
ing the Chief Minister to persuade
me to accept the offer of a Perma-
nent Judgeship when I was invited

the said offer. Until his sad death,
1 used to make now and then a

few calls on Periyar at Periyaf
Thidal.

Periyar was the Martin Luther
of revolutionary protestant social
reformation in the State of Tamil
Nadu. The repercussions of his
propaganda have had an extensive
and wide spread fall out throughout
India today. Today his ideas are
being imbibed and  propagated
throughout India by the sub-merged
communities suffering from the
vicious, diabolic, cruel caste system.
He will live in the history of India
permanently like the Buddha and i
Martin Luther of Christian history. b
May his noble example and spirit
of sacrifice inspire all the Tamilians
to accomplish the tasks left behind
him thus fulfilling his dreams and
aspirations for a democratic, egali-
tarian, equalitarian and casteless
society in India in general and in

the State of Tamil Nadu in parti-
cular,

LIRS ERY

—Robert. L. Hardgrave Ji.
University of Chicago
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Former Vice-Chanceller
University

Thanthai Periyar E.V. Rama-
sami was the Socrates of the twen-
tieth century. Like Socrates of
Athens, Thanthai Periyar would not
deviate from the path of rationalism
for fear or favour. Periyar Rama-
sami led a dynamic public life till
his end in the ripe old age of ninety-
five. This great colossus was 4
bold thinker, an original thinker and
a revolutionary thinker who ex-
pressed himself on all occassions
with frankness bordering on blunt-
ness and effectiveness.

Thanthai Periyar Ramasami
was more than a great ipdmdual.
He was the personification of a
great and revolutionary movement.
The self respect movement of which,
this great thinker and agitator was
the founder, stood for, fought and is
still fighting against every form of
injustice, Humanism is the hall
mark : of Periyar’s life long mission.
Preservation of human dignity and
ensurement of equality between all
men and between men and women,
without any reference to colour,
creed and caste were the noble
causes for which Periyar fought a
relentless battle lasting more than
half a century.

Even as a young boy of nine or

wcten years E.V. Ramasami revolted
against the age old custom of caste
inhibitions with regard to drinking
and eating. Defying parental orders
not to drink or eat in the homes of
people dubbed " by custom to be
inferior to his caste, he incurred the
wrath of his parents. This revolt

sporates

N. D. SUNDARAVADIVELU, °

Ma&é{’ -

-

against casteism and its evils grew
unabated as he advanced in age.

E. V. Ramasami’s parents hav-
ing failed in their attempts to enforce
caste discipline in this young boy,
withdrew him from school by the
time he came to the fourth grade.
They -put him to apprenticeship at
his father’s mundy. He became a
successful dealer and soon an inde-
pendent businessman. Wealth and
popularity grew fast.

E. V. Ramasami’s debut into
public life was through the Munici-
pal council of Erode. He became
the chairman of the Erode Municipal
council.. It was E. V. Ramasami
who was responsible for bringing
for the first time, protected water
supply to the town of Erode.

At that time, the Indian
‘National Congress was becoming
under the charismatic leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi, a real mass
movement, drawing into its fold
men and women of different back-
grounds:. E. V. Ramasami, the
strong man of Erode came to be
attracted by the goal of political
freedom from foreign rule. He
joined the Indian National Congress
and became an activist in that
“movement. In response to Gandhi’s
call for non-co-operation with the
British administration E. V. Rama-
sami gave up un-hesitatingly the
Chairmanship of the Municipal
Council as well as twenty eight other
honorary offices.

Whatever he undertook, E. V.
Ramasami would throw his heart

and ‘Soul’ into it. His social
status, powerful oratory, organising
capacity and earnestness of purpose
were responsible in a great measure
for building up the Indian National
Congress in Tamilnadu as a broad
based and strong organisation. E.V.
Ramasami was Secretary of the
Tamilnadu Congress Committee and
President of that Committee res-
pectively for a period of two years
each.

The non-co-operation  pro-
gramme of Gandhiji cost E. V. Ram2
sami a great deal. Promissory
notes and mortgage bonds to the
value of Rs. 50,000 were about to
become time barred. E.V. Rama-
sami deliberatsly chose to lose that
much of money of the early twenties
by refusing to go to a court of law,
even through a third party, for the’
recovery of the amounts due.

Prohibition was an important
‘tem of the Gandhian programme.
In pursuance of this E. V. Rama-
sami organised the first picketing
of a toddy shop in Erode. This re-
sulted in his first imprisonment.
Thanks to Ramasami’s encourage-
ment, his wife, Nagammal of rever-
ed memory and his sister Kannam-
mal, a great social worker also took
.part in his picketting compaign.



Sk These ladies were the ptoneers in
-~

such picketting in our count:y,

A coconunt grove, belonging o
E. V. R’s family, was leased cariure
for toddy tapping.  When he aceept-
ed prohibition as his goal, Rama-
sami tried in vain to persuade the
lessee to take adequate compensa-
tion from him and to give up the
right to tap toddy. When the lessee
insisted on his " last drop of toddy’
Ramasami saw to it that all the
five hundred trees in the grove were
felled down overnight by men hired
by him. :

M""\/\M‘-

Casteism s a sorc pestering
Hindusociety for thousands of years.
Its manifestations are varied 1n
form. Apart from the craclty of
segregating millions of our own
brothers and sisters in separate,
secluded insanitary colonies, tens
of millions were denied the basic
human rights of access to public
streztrs, roads, tunks, wells, choultries
ete.

Early in 1924, in the far off
town of Vaikkam in the then Travan-
core State revolt against the tradi-
tion that Ezhavers and similar castes
could not go through the streets
around the temple, erupted.  Volun
teers courted arrest by defying this
van.  The organisers were jailed in
a ot

E. V. Ramasami then President
of the Tamilnadu congress com-
auttee was invited to take charge
ol the Vaikkam satyagraha. Periyar
dra weelpe the invitation and led the
Sitvagrdiia. underwent  imprison-
meant twice on this count but brought
the struggle to a successful end.
Not only the Public streets of vaik-
kam but also the public roads and
street throughtout the State were
thrown open to all persons, irres-
pective of their caste,

As a prominent leader of the
Congress in Tamilnadu, E. V. Rama-
sami compaigned for about six
years for the acceptancz in principle
of communal representation in elect-
ed positions and, services. In late
1925, in the provincial conference
of the Congress held at Kacheepuram
even a discussion of this subject was
vetoed. That was a turning point
in the course of public service of
E.V. Ramasami. He l:ft the con-
gress, once for all, despite the promi-
nent position he then held and the

future prospects, it would have given
to him.

Ever since E. V. Ramasami left
the Congress, he carried on, year
after year, a whirlwind campaign
for the total abolition of castes and
their heirarchy. The orthodox and
the conservatives tried to stem the
tide ofrationalism and revolt by
throwing the sand bags of hoariness,
religious faith, superstitions, quoting
scriptures in the process. The self
respect movement was forced to
examine these assertions and scrip-
tures in minute details and to expose
to the people at large that most of
our scriptures, rites and practices
were mere devices to bolster up the
decadent caste system.

Inspite of universal illiteracy, igno-
rance and mass hysteria nurtured
by our festivals, the hold” of caste,
traditions, rites etc., on Tamil society

had lesened a great deal thanks to
Periyar’s campaign.

No family of any standing in
Tamilnadu can now claim absence
of inter caste marriage in its close
circles. Both under the ageis of the
self respect movement as well as in
folds outside it, the number of inter-
Caste marriages have been steadily
increasing during the last half a
century. Caste titles are rarely to
be found attached to the names of:
present day youth.

As a result of Periyar’s move-
ment, even the humblest of our citi-

zens have come to realise the value
and importunce of education includ-
ing higher and professional educa-
tion.

Long ago, in the year 1931, the
second  provincial self  respect,

women’s conference held at Virudu-
nagar passed a resolution to the
effect that all professions should be
thrown open to women.

What was

__./

blasphemy then, is fast becoming
the order of the day. In 1978, as

many as 196 girls were selected out

of a total selection of about 1,055 Fig#

for admissions into the Engineering
Colleges in Tamil Nadu. The day

is not far off when girls will attain :

parity with boys in such admissions. | .

If Tamilnadu and Tamilians are :
comparitively devoid of bigotry .

caste and communal hatred itisin a
great measure due to the ceaseless
efforts of Periyar, and his devoted

disciplines of unflinching loyalty, .

ready for any sacrifice at the call : N

of their guru.

Periyar’s life long campaign . Of

encampassed the economic order

also—As early as May 1930, Periyat
pointed out to the Second provincial

Self respect Conference at Erods that

the abolition of the current economic e, .

system of the haves and have nots,
would be the future direction the
movement has to take to.
viction in favour of socialism ensur-
ing a decent, human living for all
citizens was strengthened after his
extension tour in the soviet Union
in the second half of 1932. On hi
return to India, he called for meeting
of the activisits of his movement
and in collaboration with the veteran
communist, comrade M. Singara-
velu, drew up a self respect socialist
programme. In due course this
came to be accepted by the then
Justice party as part of its pro-
gramms.

The British Government, which
at that point of time, took strong

™ measures to suppress propagation

of communist ideas, prosecuted
Periyar Ramasami, the Editor of
* Kudi Arasu ’ and his sister Kannam
mal, the publisher of that weekly for
sedition and propagation of commu-
nism. Both were convicted and

N

His con-

Pr—y

sentenced to six months imprison-
ment.

Inspite of it, the establishment
of Socialist order in our society
remained one of the main objectives
of the self respect movement and
the Dravida Kazhakam, Even dur-
ing the periods when Perivar was
not on friendly terms with the com-
munist party, he did not backout
or under value the importance and
urgency of working for a socialist
society.

Thanthai Periyar Ramasami,
the most towering of the South
Indian leaders of recen! times was
unsurpassed by anv one either in

the length of his service or the
volume and nature of sacrifice or
the daring of his revolutionary cam-
paigns, or the number of public
meetings addressed, or the nature
and volume of opposition he had to
face, conquer or even in the number
of times he went to prison for
public causes. Inall, Pertyar Rama-
sami had to undergo twenty one
terms of imprisonment, both during
the British rule and during the
Swadeshi rule.

Inspite of his intense and burn-
ing desire to bring in a new, caste-
less and classless society, devoid of
superstition, inspite of the numerous
and bitter agitations he had to lead,
Periyar Ramasami never allowed
violence to raise its ugly head in his
movement. This, 1 consider, is the
greatest tribute of our multi—dimen-
sional  Revolutionary  Thanthai
Perivar. No wonder the image of
Thanthai Periyar is enshrined in
the hearts of millions of Tamilians
living in India and abroad.

May Periyar’s spirit of equality
engulf us. May the Path of rationa-
lism, which our Thanthai showed be
ours for ever., May humanity out
grow its diseases of caste complexes,
warring denominations and exploita-
tion of man by man, group by group
and women by men. May we all
learn to live as brothers and sisters
of equal worth and dignity.
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Hindu Order. On behalf of them,
to restore their self-respect, to secure
them justice, to remove their digma,
he carried on a relentless, remorse-
less, remarkable crusade to the end.
Even at the very ripe age of 93, he
gave his clarion call in ringing tones.
He was moved to elemental fury at
the sight of the high and the mighty
prostrating before ravenous, rotten,
heartless, inhuman  jeeches who
| fattended and battended on the
blood and sweat of the toiling masses,
He hurled strong epithets, bom-
barded the citadels of orthodoxy
and obscurantism and blasted the
myth of Varanashrama monopoly.

Caste, according to him, was
High

the greatest villain in India.

A. P. JANARDANAM, wm.p.,

In 1934, as a boy of 14, I went ¢ " M i ¢
to the Fort Maidan i¥1 Vellore. 'On ? ‘ wm
that day, a justice party meeting * g
was held. It was attended by about .,
three thousand people. After -
some speakers, Periyar, with his
flowing beard, chocolate shawl and
leonine voice held the. audience
spell bound. He madeé out a good . = %, .
case for his party and bitterly de- ~~ , T
nounced superstition. I was comp- 3 v
letely converted. From that day
Periyar is my hero.

ho
2\

&

Periyar, for over 50 years,
toured every nook of the Tamil land
and delivered thousands of speeches.. -
He pleaded for social justice, Social
Reform, a renaissance, a new Order,
a new outlodk. .He roused the
people from ages of slumber.. He .
attacked everything that hindered -
Free Thought, he did not spare the -
gods, the sastras, the puranas. He
was the smasher of myths and illu-
sions, with unparalled courage he
ridiculed the customs which govern-.
ed the masses from cradle to grave.

He did notmince words, He did §
not cloud the issues with the dust
of dialectics. * He never believed in
soothing platitudes or honeyed
phlrlases. l;ic-hnever played to the
gallery. He chided, ridiculed, scorn caste arrogance was fought b
ed, and came down heavily. on the Buddha, th% Siddhas, Vallugar am)il
ppponents. "+ Vallalar, Swami  Vivekananda,

: . . Davananda, Narayana guru and
was Bn‘;ctnyeed Wgs lltt‘:?ﬂ)’] sincere. He Gandhiji. But, Periyar alone, day
Sodrasoued oy | ;ap ight” of the jnand day out, made his main plank

nd the C. ndalas of the and .toured ecvery nook of the

country, bulldozing the structure
with his fiery speeches.

He went to the very root of the
matter. Utterly fearless, unburden-
ed by pedantic lore, straight, clear
hard-hitting, reaching direct the
hearts of the hearers. He boldly
attacked the puranic characters and

shocked the people to reason.

He preferred the scalpel to mere
medicine, He said that the despe-
rate condition of the land called for
surgery. He Jashed out at the cun-
ning, diabolical machinations of the
capitalists by birth. He dynamited
the very basis of Hindu hegemony
and exhorted the people to become
Rationalists and humanists.

His sincerety, dedication and
down to-earth approach had very
good effect. Though he went against
the current, though he prick’ed
many a bubble, though he was very
straight, very frank, very unvarnish-

% ed though he did not mince his

words, though he threw his harsh
but true findings in the face, though
he lashed right and left with stinging
effect, his certainty, conviction and
clarity silenced the doubters, rallied
the wavers and fools who came to
scoff and stone, remained to hear.

He rose with the storm. The
heckling, the cat-calls, the stones
and missiles, simply made this
Erode engine gather speed. With
his clear, steady, unruffied, vigorous,
on the spot replies, the opponents
were silenced.

He was at his best when he
answered questions. Once in Man-
nargudi, he went on replying to
questions. Suddenly, the pencil end
of the questioner broke. Periyar,
having observed this, offered his
pen to the questioner, exhorting him
to write more questions. The poor
man was overwhelmed.

Some of Periyar’s speeches have
been tape-recorded. Many have
been published. The Tamilnadu
Government under the able steward-
ship of the charismatic chief Minister
M. G. R. is bringing out his say ings.
Particular thanks are due to Mr.
V. Anaimuthu of Trichy, whose three
volumes of Periyar’s writingsand
speeches are splendid.

Periyar’s speeches roused a
fallen people. They gave a new life
and revolutionised thought, reform
and conduct in South India.

They will inspire people for
thousands of years. Periyar is the
20th Century Tiruvalluvar in Black
shirt !
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Spelling out the striking charac-
teristics of a truly great man, Chann-
ing once observed thus: ““The greatest
man is he who chooses the right
wit;, invincible  resolution; who
resists the sorest temptations from
within and without; who bears
the heaviest burdens carefully ;who
is calmest in storms and most
fearless under menance and frowns;
whose reliance on truth and virtue
is. most unflattering” Our beloved
Periyar eminently measures up to
this exquisite definition of greatness.
The cause he whole-heartedly es-
poused and undauntedly fought for
was a right one because it meant the
emancipation of society from the cho-
ckingygripof caste tyranny and the
permicious influence of obscurant? reli
gious practices, ridiculous customs
and bizarre superstitions. With stead-
fastness of purpose he abandoned
a life of ease and comfort despite
his having been born with a
silver spoon in his mouth as
he was’ Power and pelf had no
attraction for him. Nor could he
be tempted with ministerial offices
by vested interests. On the contrary
he took upon himself the himalayan
task of uplifting the forsaken and
the forlorn, the suppressed and the
oppressed from the slough of social
degradation and misery and restoring
them to their rightful place in the
social set-up. In his attempt to
accomplish this task he encountered
many an impediment of abominable
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nature. But he overcame every
such obstacle with unflagging cour-
age. Evenin the face of a grim
challenge he was collected and com-
posed. He stood four-square against
all storms of vehement criticism of his
principles and policies and violent
demonstration against his campaigns
for social justice by such sections
of the community as were desperately
clinging to the “ancient regime’.
As an embattled crusader against
all iniquity, sham and hypocrisy he
determinedly relied on his armour
of virtue and sword of truth.

CRUSADER AGAINST SOCIAL
INEQUALITIES:

Periyar could not tolerate
society riven by differences based
on tiith and sex. The perpetuation
of a caste system dividing people
into high-born and low-born, was
anathema to him and he was devas-
taingly critical of the Sastras and
Puranas which lent support to the
so-c_lled theory of Karma and
transmigration of soul. He was
unsparing in  exploding all the
ancient myths which had been relied
upon by such people claiming caste
superiority. The epic . battle he
successfully headed against the bas-
tions of orthodoxy and caste arro-
gance at Vaikkom is verily a saga
of indomitable valour and heroism
which evoked the  spontaneous
applause of our national leaders

(&

Magnificient
Messiah

S. V. CHITTI BABU

former Vice-Chanceilor,
Madurai Kamarajar University

like Gandhiji. Even as he directed

his onslalights against the time-

worn practiees of castesism and com-

munalisms he adroitly championed

the claims of womanhood for social

equality. He used to-say that any

real rivalry of the sexes is the sheerest
folly and most unnatural - nonsense.

To brand women as the weaker sex
was most revolting to him.He averred
that it was the law of eternal justice
that man could not degrade women
himself falling into degradation.
Love and devotion discretion and
good nature, he said, were the dis-*
tinguishing ornaments of women-
hood. As such he could not see
how women who were entitled to
equal respect and treatment could
be regarded as mere appendages to
a male-dominated society.

RIGHTER OF WRONGS:

It was his vehement thesis
that the weaker sections of society
had been for centuries deliberately
left wallowing in the mire of igno-
rance by a self-seeking caste con-
scious minority of people who man-
veuvred to keep to themselves a
monopoly of all educational bene-
fits. He therefore took up cudgels
against this age-old and atrocious
wrong and mounted a vigorous pro-
paganda for the equalisation of
educational opportunities and reser-
vation of jobs in government services
for the socially and educationally:
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>« backward communities. His memo-

able success in this regard will for
v ever remain inscribed in letters of
gold in the annals of Tamilnadu.

It is common knowledge how
during the time when Thiru Kama-
raj, the doughtly protector of the
poor held the reins of government
in our state, Periyar went all out to
support the former in his matcheless
endeavours to democratise edu-
cation, particularly at the elementary
and secondary levels. This he did
in spite of certain ideological diffe-
rences with Thiru Kamaraj, and it
was a measure of his genuine con-
cern for the education of the un-
privileged and neglected segment
of society.

Humanist with a Scientific Qutlook:

_ Speaking of education, Periyar’s
impassioned plea was for an edu-
cation that liberated children from
the strangle hold of hoary beliefs,
untenable doctrines, primitive con-
cepts and ante-diluvian ideas which
caused intellectual sterility and in-
ertia. To this end he zealously
advocated the inculcation of scienti-
fic thinking in the minds of the young
right from the beginning so that it
may enkindle and keep alive their
desire to discover their own potential
without external restraints.  Ac-
cording to Periyar, becoming human
means ‘‘getting into and out of
deep waters”. This means taking
risks by asking questions for which
there are no ready copy-book an-
swers. Such behaviour naturally
“‘gets the child into deep waters”.
Teachers should recognise this and
have the courage to face any kind
of questions that the child would
like to ask so that learning is not
robbed of its excitement. They
should help children move in the
direction of imagining and giving
free vent to promising ideas and
original suggestions, however, im-
perfect or unconventional. When a
person is brow-beaten to submission
to external threats and pressures
he gives up a part of his humanness.
As Periyar rightly observes, human
potentialities develop as the child
learns the value of self-perception
and self-expression and finds some
one who cares to listen to him as
well as encourage him in his ad-
venturous search for new aspects
of the truth. In this context one is
reminded of what Thorean said:

“If a man does not keep pace
with his companions, perhaps
it is because he hears a different
drummer. Let him keep step

to the music that he hears,
however measured or far-away”’.

Firm Man of Reason:

It is Sir W. Drummond who
has aptly remarked: ‘‘He that will
not reason is a bigot; he that cannot
reason i1s a fool; he that dares not
reason is a slave”. Inseparably
wedded to reason, Periyar was
impatient with a society of bigots,
fools and slaves. He was quick
to confute error, reprove bigotry,
expose hyprocrisy, condemn siavery
and upbraid foolishness. For this
he was accused of uncourteousness,
and uncharitableness, But those
of us who had known him closely
can vouch for his having been most
exemplary ia his show of courtesy
to friend and foe, young and old
alike, as well as in his fespect for
fairplay and justice. A.A. Milne
once quipped: **The thicd-rate mind
is only happy when it is thinking
with the majority. The second-rate
mind is only happy when it is think-
ing with the minority. The first
rate mind is only happy when it is
thinking”. Periyar’s was a first-
rate mind, a perfectly just and sound
mind, a well-culiivated mind given
to original thinking.

When firmness of purpose is
yoked to a reasoning mind, it enables
one to regard difficulties as butevils
to be surmounted, no matter what
shape they may assume. It was
so with Periyar and what was more,
it constituted one of the steel-like
sinews of his character, one of the
best instruments of his success.

Eloquent Expounder of Criticism

Writing and speaking, speaking
and writing- this ceaseless twin
activity formed the elixir of Periyar’s
life. Without this he would hardly
have cared to live long. But then,
was he writing copiously and speak-
ing tirelessly just to amuse himself?
No. On the contrary he deemed it
as the grand mission of his life to
carry the message of reason and
truth through his writings and
speeches to the remotest - corners
of our land and redeem the people
from a life of mute suffering and
abject surrender to the despotism
of out-dated customs and truncated
traditions. To Periyar Manu is
the arch villain of the piece. When
the latter says that immemorial
custom is transcendent law, does he
not sound ridiculous in the present
age of scientific and technlogical
explosion and assertion of funda-
mental human rights? Flinging him-

self into the cause of liberty and
justice, Periyar scalded his foes
with biting sarcasm and pungent
irony. The hammerstrokes of his
extraordinary common sense weré
dreaded by the high priests of ortho-
doxy and traditionalism. His wit
and wisdom made even his most
carping slanderers pause and think
whether there was not some subs-
tration of truth in what he
propounded.

The clear conception, the i~
exorable logic, the high purposé
the dauntless spirit-the firm resolve,
this is eloquence. Judged by thiS
yardstick, Periyar was  uniquely
eloquent, with a racy and breeZy
style of his own which kept mi!llOrlS
of his hearers intellectually enriche
and emotionally refreshed for hours
together. He was an enchanting
conversationalist and could as,wel
be called the “‘Fiery Particle” be-
cause his physical frame held su¢
ferocious vitality.

Bringer of Hope to Millions:

A man of multifacted gemu$
Periyar became a legend during
his life time and undoubtedly will
continue to be so in times to come.
One of the most outstanding
figures in the history of our State,
he must be considered the most
notable independent spirit of modern
times. He has attained immortality
as the magnificent messiah who
brought hope to millions of his
compatriots by shattering the rusty
fetters of social and economic
thraldom that had been imposed
on them by caste - hierarchy, priestly
ritualism, and religious dogmatism.
He identified the human areas, felt
sincerely, thought creatively, spoke
fervently, wrote critically and acted
practically. He pooled his resources
vibrantly and spent them prudently
in the service of the people. Sick
of competitive politics and negative
controversies, he Spearheaded an
agitation for marshalling the con-
science of the state to remould
its laws and social structure. We
are reaping today the harvest of
his worthy labours, to some extent.
However the historic war for total
emancipation he had initiated is yet
to be won completely. But the spirit
of Periyar the grand patriarch of
our times, a man of the masses,
a giant among pigmies, Will, 1S
hoped and continue to INSpire us
as an untailing beacon of light to
win the war ultimately—the war
against ignorance and indigence
unjustice and ineptness, fraiud and
falseh ood, irrationality and intole-
rance.
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The new Periyar district will come into effect on
and from September 17.

The Government of Tamil Nadu has anpounced
that Coimbatore district would be blfurpated- into two
districts—Coimbatore district and Periyar district.

Six taluks of Erode, Dharapuram, Bhavani,.Goﬁil
Chettipalayam, Satyamangalam and Pprundurat w:i
constitute the Periyar district. Erode will be the head-

quarters of the district.

With the formation of Periyar district there will
be now 16 districts in the State.

The district will be inaugurated by the Chief

Minister of Tamil Nadu, Thiru M. G. Ramachandran.
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It 18 said that ordinary men
follow others while geniuses make
others to follow them. Conformity
to existing traditions and customs

is not the way of greatmen. They
rebel against the common trends,
carve out new paths and attract
the masses towards them. Periyar
E.V.R. was one of those rare geniuses
in whom the spirit of rebellion was
in-born. He rebelled, and rebelled
grandly against the existing Tamil
society, its norms and values, its
culture and way of life in the political
social and cultural fields. As Toyn-
bee the great historian said he was
one of those creative individuals
who were bold enough to cut the
“Cake of Custom” and show a
new path to the masses.

Family rebel:

_ Even as a young lad, Periyar
displayed a remarkable spirit ~of
rebellion against orthodoxy, in his
own family. “Much to the dislike
and irritation of the orthodox, he
was seen touching the untouchables
he was seen delighting himself in
drinking water and eating food”
with them. He insisted on eating
non-vegetarian food on prohibited
days. He prevented his wife and
other members of his family from
visiting the temples. Often he
brought the untouchables to be fed
m his house. His unorthodoxy
reached its climax when he removed
the “Thali” the symbol of marriage
from the neck of his wife, after
calling it as the symbol of slavery.
His parents were aghast at this sacre-
liege and poured abuses on him to
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such an extent that he left the house
and went to Banaras.

Party rebel:;

“His spurt of rebellion,
exhibited itseif in the Congrrl:)s(;
Party in which he was a member
and later on the secretary of its
local' organ. He condemned the
practice of serving food in separate
places for ~ Brahmins and Non-
Brahmins in the Gurukulam at
Shermadevi, run by V.V.S. Iyer.
As the secretary of the Tamil Nadu
Congress Party he refused to pay
the -donation sanctioned by the
Congress to the Gurukulam which
was supposed to train young men
in the spirit of patriotism and social
service. He urged for common

mess foi all the inmates of the
ashram” ,and waged a crusade
against communal discrimination
As a result of his vigilant propagandai
the Gurukulam lost its public pat-
ronage and slowly died away,

~ In order to bring about i

Justice, Periyar insisgted on soctltﬂ
reservation of seats for the Nop-
Brahmin Communities in the legis-
lature and public services. He pro-

posed his idea in the form of a H

resolution in the Tirunelvel -
vention of the Congress i;h Igg?)
But it was brushed aside by the
Chairman 8. Srinivasa lyengar who
sty.leq’xt as “detrimental to national
unity”. Year after year Periyar
brought the resolution in the Cong-
res but could not pass it. Disgusted
with the Congress which according
to him sheltered and nurtured com-

Grand Rebel .

I amil d
‘ o
O —By Dr. K.R. Hanumanthan,
Professor of Ancient History

School of Historical Studies
Madurai  Kamaraj University,

munalism he left the Party in 1923
and became a fighter for social
freedom and justice.

Social and religious rebel:

_ The Gurukulam affair and the
bitter experiences he had in the
Congr;ss, convinced him of the
necessity of fighting against the
social evils especially the Varnash-
rama system which gave the Brahmin
a supreme position in society . He
thought that he could do it within
the Congress. But when he found
even Gandhiji supporting the idea
of Varnashrama he thought that
he could fight out the evil only from
outside the Congress. He started
the self respect movement and
urged the Non-Brahmins fo come
out. of the Hindu fold in which
they were given the last rank as
Sudras and Panchamas. He asked
them whether they were not ashamed
of employing the Brahmin priests

who dubbed them as sudras mean-

1ag children of concubines. Since
Brahmanic religion and religious
texts such as Dharma Sastras were
the root causes for the perpetuation
of the varna system he began
attacking the Hindu religion itself.
wanted the removal of Brahminic
duism lock, stock and barrel
from the Tamil Society, if any one
wanted to eradicate casteism and
untochability from it. Therefore
he launched a scathing attack on
Hindu Gods, customs, rites and
ceremonies in a manner unparallalled
in Indian History. He became a
rationalist and’ asked the Tamils
to use their reason and not to believe
what the priests and puranas said.
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“ollowers, to perform

Hindu Gods and ceremonies could
not stand the test of his pure reason
piercing logic and scathing criticism.

Like Voltaire of France he
abhorred the tyranny of organized
religion, and adopted the slogan
“Crush the infamous thing-religion”
He joined with Voltaire in condemn-
ing the selfish priest as *the first
divine was the first rogue who met
first fool. “Like Diderot he bran-
ded all institutionalized religions
as instruments of exploitation, de-
vised by the scoundrels to enable
them to prey upon the ignorant
masses. His teachings were in-
confirmity with the rationalism and
liberalism of Diderot and other
enlightened scholars of the west
who maintained that “men will
never be free till the last king is
strangled with the entrails of the
last priest”. Yes, Periyar was not
oaly against organized religious
tyranny but also - political tyranny.
He agreed with d’ Alembert who
declared that the only assuranct
of progress lay in universal enligh-
tenment which he termed as Pahu-
tharivu in Tamil. He named his
movement as enlightenment move-
ment or ‘‘Pahutharivu Iyakkam’
“What is the use of religion and
God” he asked if it is not for the
Maintenance of equality among
men and perpetuate squalor and
misery among the illiterate masses .

After denouncing  organized
religion as an obstruction to all
Progress, he began to condemn the
practice of meaningless rites ~and
c:remonies, beliefs and superstitions.
He was particularly against the
practice of the. Tamilians looking
into the almanac and finding out
auspicious moments to start good
activities and inauspicious times in
which no good act should be per-
formed. When a house is on fire
during ragukalam should one stop
putting it out? When one’s 'llfe is
in danger would he stop going t(‘))
the doctor during Yamakandam:
Will a businessman refuse to boar
a train or a ship if it starts during
Rahykalam? [t is all absurd he sal
and deplored the enormous waste
of time and lost opportunities 0
the Tamils because of this super-
stition. Therefore he asked — his
marriages
and other important acts during
inauspicious periods such as Rahu-
kalam, Kuligai Kalam and Yama-
kandam.

He also condemned the practice
of matching young men and women

d sacrifices.

f dead parents.

according to their horoscopes. Many
a happy marriage has been wrecked
on the rocks of horoscopes. Are
there not more widows among
educated Brahmins who perform
marriages by looking into horosco-
pes than among the illiterate poor
people who do not bother about
them he used to ask. He told
the people to consult the doctor

before matching young people
rather than the astrologer.

Belief in ill omens, was another
cause for the backwardness of the
Tamil people. He was sore over
people who return home after having
seen a widow, a single Brahmin,
oil presser or a cat crossing his path.
He also exhorted people not to
believe in the bad effects which
could be produced by the howling
of dogs or Jackals, chattering of
lizards, hooting of owls, sneezing
of 2 male and the good effects which
could be produced by the braying
of a donkey or the cawing of a crow.
He was also totally against the
Tamilians’ belief in miracles, which
could be performed by God-men
and Mantravadhis (magicians). He
ridiculed those who were afraid
of certain so called bad numbers
such as three, eight, thirteen and
eighteen. He particularly wanted
the young generation not to believe
in all these superstitions. He
deplored the B.Sc. graduates who
took bath during eclipses and per-
formed the Sraddha  ceremonies
to propitiate the spirits of their
dead ancestors. He wanted them
not to believe in things which are
not explicable by reason. He dec-
lared that whatever is beyond the
perception of the five Indriyas
(sense organs) is untruc and irra-

tional.

Nothing worried him  more
than the inhuman treatment meted
out to women in the Society. Again
religion was responsible for the
degradation of women in the family.
According to Shastras Women are

d equal to Sudras who can not study

scriptures  and  perform
They can not perform
the Sraddha ceremony for their
Therefore the ortho-
dox people abhorred the birth of
female children. Periyar categori-
cally cordemned the literature
which advocated the treating of
women as slaves of men. That
was the reason why he condemned
the practice of tying a tali around
{he neck of the bride. When it
was pointed out that it was a symbol
to proclaim to the public the married
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status of a lady he asked why not
men also wear a tali around their
necks to show that they are married.
His heart ached when he found the
enormous waste of human energy
found in females, who were not
used in the society for higher services .
and kept idle in houses as mere
cooks and servant maids. . He asked
women not to wear colourful sarees
and ornaments just to please the
men who considered them as mere
objects of sensual pleasure and
procreating machines. He wanted
them to wear male dress, and com-
pete with men in all walks of life.
He ridiculed the selfish males who
worshipped goddesses in temples.
but treated their own wives as worse’
than slaves in .their homes. He
wanted to make a bonfire of all
puranic literature which  praised
the absolute servility of woman
to man. - He also abhorred the
Hindu ideal of chastity of women.
If chastity is a virtue for -women, .
it should be equally applicable to men -
also But mien are rarely chaste and
true to their wives. In such cases
women should be enabled to divorce
easily, their unfaithful husbands.
He was ‘all in favour of the remarri-
age of widows and even divorcees.

Periar was equally bitter . in
his condemnation of the practice
of untouchability in the Hindu
society. He wished that a society
perpetrating untouchability — may
rather perish than survive with it.
It was all due to the superstition
that some people are born pure
and some others are born-impure
and are capable of polluting the
others. It “was his zeal for the
eradication of untouchability, which
made him to take the untouchables
into a temple .at Erode and fight
for their freedom in the Vaikkam
satygraha.  According to Pericr
scriptural literature such as Manu-
dharma Shastra which advocate
social inequality and practice of
untouchability must be burnt publicy
and should not be followed by any
one.

What is the solution for the
twin evils of Hindu society, casteism
and untouchability ? Periar is of the
view that reform is no solution.
Buddha, Sri Ramanuja and many
other leaders tried to reform the
Hindu society but in vain. There-
fore a social revolution is the only
panacea for all the evils of Hindu
society. How can such a revolution
be brought about? It is possible
only by a rational and benevolent
dictatorship.  Like Sunyatsen of



China, Kemal Pasha of Turkey
and Peter the great of Russia, only
a dictator can bring about a social
revolution in India by stringent
laws. But social justice could be
established in India also in a demo-
cratic set up, if the various castes
are given representation in the
legislature and public services ac-
cording to their numerical strength.
Such a representation would gradua-
ually raise the economic and social
status of the backward castes and
make them equal to the so called
high castes. Such a state of affairs
would ultimately lead to castleessness
according to him. The caste people
also must sacrifice a little for the
uplift of the backward  castes.
According to Periar they should
deny themselves the privilege of
entering the colleges and technical
schools for 15 years. Of course
this is a drastic step which no high
caste Hindu would be prepared to
take up.

Political rebel:

Periyar proved himself to be
a rebel in the political field also.
He <condemned outright the
system of Government called demo-
cracy.  According to him it is
unfit for a country like ours, where
the majority of the people are
illiterate and whose votes could be
easily purchased.  Virtues like
honesty, uprighteousness, keeping
one’s promises, can never be prac-
ticed in a democracy. It teaches
man how to cheat people by false
promises and dishonesty. Further
democracy counts heads but not
the grey, matter inside it. It leads
to the rule of mediocracy. rather
than aristocracy. He was convinced
that the modern democratic clections
are the sources of all evils, such
as bribery, horse-trading and politi-
cal chicanery. Therefore he asked
his party men not to stand for
clections and enter legislatures.
According to him, only vested inte-
rests are benefitted in modera demo-
cracies. Toynbee once said that
Democracy and Industrialism are
two evils of Modern Civilization.
Periar also held a similar view.
It is to be remembered, that Voltaire,
the great rationalist, was also dead
against democracy. Though Periar
did not spell out the nature of-
Government he favoured, it may be
inferred that he preferred an in-
tellectual aristocracy of a few to the
ignorant democracy of the many.

Periar for a long time toyed

'with the idea of establishing a.

vein. But such ideas were all dub-
bed as antinational capable of en-
couraging fissiparous  tendencies
and therefore banned. Periar had
to drop his idea of establishing a
separate Dravidiasthan in the south.
Moreover his idea did not find
Dravidian Federation  consisting
of all the Dravidian speaking areas
of the south. He of course denied
the existence of distinct races such
as Aryan and Dravidian, But he
declared that one could not shut
his eyes to the glaring differences
between the two streams of culture
Aryan and Dravidian as revealed
from the Sanskritic and Dravidian
literature. The Aryan culture glori-
fied other worldliness and negative
approach to life while the Dravidian
culture emphasized the enjoyment

.of earthly pleasures and a positive

approach to life. Arighar Anna
also spoke and wref§ in a similar
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favour with the other Dravidiar.
States of the South.

Thus Periar bristled with novel’

and revolutionary ideas in  the
political, social and cultural fields.
He wanted to transform the Tamil

society completely by tramslating

such ideas in practice. He knew
that he was attempting the impossi-
ble but was satisfied that the seeds
of rationalism had been sown in
the minds of Tamil people, which
would germinate someday or other
and grow into a tree bearing sweet
fruits. He preached humanity in
the place of divinity, equality in the
place of gross inequality based on
caste system, rank materialism in
the place of spiritualism and ra-
tionalism in the place of blind
sentimentalism. In more than one
way he proved to be an institution
by himielf, occupying a venerable
place among the rationalistic liberals

.of thé world.

PERKYAAR E. V. Raamasaamy,
who is very aptly called the *“ LION
OF ERODE” was the life force
behind the activity in almost all
spheres of life in Tamilnaadu for
the past sixty years. His thunde-
rous roar echoed in each and every
field of activity. Not a single aspect
of modern society and its movements
missed his attention. Anyone who
just takes a cursory look at his long
life of hectic activity will at once
jump to the conclusion that Periyaar
was an all-rounder who could deal
with anything that affected the life
pattern of the people. And there-
fore, it is not an easy job to identify
him with a particular movement or
organisation. Yet, if one takes a
close look at the root and source of
his multifarious activities he would
not find it very difficult t0 call him
the * Militant Atheist” of our
times.

The Difference

For the .common man Periyaar
was a politician ; as for as he could
see, Periyaar was with this party of
that party at the time of elections.
'And, curiously enough, for a long
time ; the party that was supported
by the Periyaar was easily the winner
at the polls. But, again no common
man was as prudent as to knew that

eriyaar was a politician with a
difference. The fact, that Perryaar
was a ** non-politician >* among the

Dr. SAALAI ILANTHIRAIAN
(University of Delhi)

politicians of his times is clearly
borne out by another fact that he
never aspired for a position in the
Government.

The so called social reformers,
claimed him as the ** Class-1 social
reformer” of the twentieth centuary
But they never knew that Periyaar
himself has disowned this “title ™.
He once declared that he did not
belong to that group of individuals
who claimed to be social reformers.
While explaining his stand ke said,
* when there is perfection in many
aspects of life and only a few spheres
need some change or face-lift we
can call it reform ; but, our society
needs a complete overhauling which
can be done only through a revolu-
tion.”

A handful of well to do people
who were self styled saviours of the
poor and downtrodden were pleased
to call him the ** Champion of the
depressed and downtrodden.” No
doubt, he was one and he was a
valiant - champion too ; but they
never knew that the Periyaar was not
their collegue and friend who just
wanted to protect and keep the poor

and downtrodden as a separate
entity in the society. He fought to
redeem the poor from the clutches
of the socio-religious-villainy and to
re-instate them in par with the others
in the society. Yes ; Periyaar was
not a mere humanist ; he was the
warrior friend of the downtrodden.

And that is why the so called social
reformers could not relish or digest
Periyaar’s tirade against the age-old
social system.

And for some others Periyar
was the Socrates of modern Indiain.
The power of his thoughts, the disip-
line on which they had been moulden
and the refreshinghly new idiomsin
which they were expressed were all
original and original to the core.
And naturally anyone will easily be
tempted to compare him with the
ancient greek thinker. But, in their
very sweet and heartening thought
they tend to forget that Socrates
was not a tireless fighter like
Periyaar. Perivaar was not satis-
fied with just expressing his views;
he carried them to the common
people through his pen and his
tongue and through agitations where-
ver found necessary.

Why destruction ?

We can also campare and con-
trast Periyaar with many other
people who identity themselves with
one or the other of the social activi-
ties. 1In all these, he stands apart
as a ‘' public man” with a cons-
picuous difference. This difference
and this difference alone makes him
** Periyaar ” or the great one.

~ Everyone knows that our society
is not an ideal one and that this
state of affairs has continued for
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centuries together. They also feel
that this society should be comp-
letely changed. But the public men
throughout the long history of this
(Tamil-Indian) society could not
find out the root cause for all the
social evils that have thrieved on
the ignorance and indulgence of the
people. Or, they did not rather
had the courage to raise their finger
against the real culprit. That means
none of them had a clear comprehen-
sive view of their society while they
prescribed the ways and means for
its reform.

As some one has clearly pointed
out the *‘substructure and super-
structure ” of this (Indian/Tamil)
socxety'have, in the long run, assum-
ed entirely different roles which in
turn made the understanding of the

socio-economic  problems highly,
complicated :

‘ “ The. Substructure of a society
is predominantly determined by the
forces of production and the rela-
tions of production ; the former
e'stabh.shes the man-material rela-
tionship which in turn shapes the
latter, namely, human and social
relationships. The superstructure,
consisting of religion, morals, ethics,
laws, customs, conventious, peiitics
etc. are directly or indirectly shaped
and determined by the subs:iructure.
But there have been instances in

different societies at different times stratification and

the superstructure itself begins to

shape and determire the substruc-
ture.

~ *“When the superstructure be-
gins to dominate the substructure,
not only man loses control over his
environment and his own creations
but fails even to grasp what gocs on
around him as well as within hinselt.
He 1s no more the master of his own
destiny. What he has once creaied
as_customs, conventions, religious
principles, ethics and morality, for
social utility and purpose have lost
their original purpose and signifi-
cance. Over a period of time these
elements of superstructure get them-
selves established, crystalized insti-
tutionalized and ritualized; they be-
came self-generating, self-perpetuat-
ing, meaningless but most powerful
and independent entities; they grow
monstrously into an end in them-
se_lve‘s. Vested interests develop,
within these entities; they vested
interests conveniently convert them
into ‘socially approved and sanc-
tioned * instruments of exploitation;
oppression, discrimination, social

S C . injustice.
in their historical evolution when instead of being an end in himself

Man,

becomes a means to all other ends.”

This, in essence, is the history
of the development of our society.
Unless and otherwise one endea-
vours to set right the confusion in the
relationship between the  super
structure and substructure he cannot
dream of creating a society wherein
‘each one will work according to his
ability and enjoy according to his
needs.’

When Periyaar clearly under-
stood this particular situation in
respect of the socio-economic prob-
lems he started attacking the priestly
class and the belief in god they were
perpetuating among the people. He
was fully convinced that as long as
the belief in god existed among the
people no reform could be effected
in their life pattern.

In Periyaar’s own words, ‘caste
is a curse which must be abolished,;
to abolish caste religion must be
abolished ; and to abolish religion
God must be abolished”. This
statement is nothing but the result
of a clear understanding of the centu-

ries old social system that has been
imposed on the people in the name
of religion and God.

It is only on the basis of this
understanding that Periyaar declared
““There is no God, no God; no God.
He who invented God is a fool; he
who preaches God is a rogue ; he
who worships God is a barbarian.”
As far as Periyaar was concerned
this was not a mere slogan to attract
the attention of the people. He took
this message to every nook and
corner of Tamilnadu. He never
hesitated to demonstrate that there
is no truth in the stories about the
socalled Gods and Goddesses. He
burnt te pictures of these Gods
(deities of the Hindu Pantheon) in
public; he broke the images of these
Gods in public places. He did all
these just to impress upon the com-
mon people that all the stories about
God and his powers were untrue
and that they have no significance
in the human life.

Periyaar was a man of strong
convictions. He never uttered a
single words which he did not him-
self put into practice. He openly
announced and asserted, * Blind

beliet and bland faith cannot be
eradicated by reformatory work,
but they can be done away with only
by destructive work.” He went on
to explain that the cause of untouch-
ability is not political slavery ; it
is the Hindu religion pure and simple.
Soctal reformers have perforce to
kill the demon of untouchability,
if necessary by killing the Hindu
religion itself !

We have had a number of social
and religious reformers throughO\lxt
our long history. But, we shou
realise that none of them was able
to eradicate either poverty or un-
touchability. We had humanita-
rians like Valluvar, Thaayumaanavar
and Vallalaar etc., their utterances
40 were widely publicised. The
vehemence with which the Siddhar
poets attacked the caste system and
religious rituals was a class by itself.
Yet, that could not shake even 2
single brick at the foundation ©
both these evils. It should not be
very difficult for any one to under-
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stand that their weakness lies in
their belief in God. As long as one

has belief in God he can only talk of

:a] reforms that will not last
nggﬁc::nd only when he removes
the root cause, which in this case 1s
the belief in the existence of a God,
he will be able to extricate the people
from the tyranny of these ageold
evils.

Periyaar could very easily under-
stand the main plank on yvhnch
these evils stand. And he imme-
diately launched his mission on a
wacrfooting against those strong holds
that protected these social evils.
The following  statement 'whlc'h
breathes a cent percent ** Periyaari-
yan Spirit will show what Periyaar
actually stood for : “ If we actually
want to do’ anything worthwhile, we
should be prepared to make a bon-
fire of all our Gods, our religion, our
sastras, our €pics and puranas.

f say this because all the Gods we

tors of caste-
ave are the protec
ls.‘ystem; all of them have murdered

those who stood for a casteless
society.”

In a society where religion has
been given the most prestigious place
it is not an easy joke to speak or do
anything against it. But, Penyaar,
being an iron hearted warrior taking
up the cause of the downtrodden
preferred to do that. By taking
this mission upon himself he proved
to be worthy of his own statement
that runs like this : *“ Those engaged
in this destructive work should have
a magnanimous steadfastness and a
clear mind without the smallest
doubt and with the biggest venturé
to bear insults and to court death.”

With such a devotion to his
philosophy Periyaar started his tirade
against religion and God the root
cause of all evils in the society. By
doing so he wanted to instil 2 kind
of courage and awakening in the
minds of the people. Only when the
poor and downtrodden realise that
their belief in God and the resultant
aith in all sorts of superstitions are
shattered they will be able to fight
their real enemy. And to develop
such a state of mind they should
cultivate an apathy for God and
religion. This is what Periyaar
wanted to create. And hence, he
vehemently denied the existence of
God and became the first formost
atheist with a militant bent of mind.
The Success

Periyaar’s
doubt, a very difficult one ; but, at
the same time, there is no denying
of the fact that mission achieved
its goal to a considerable extent.
As Dr. C. N. Annaadurai has put it,
« the battle fields Periyaar saw are
many and the victories he won ar¢
many.” This statement by one of
his closest disciples can be appended
with what the Periyaar thought at
the fag end of his life (at the age of
94) about his life’s mission, B In
my life time I have been thinking,
teiling, propagating and practising
what were considered by the majo-
rity of others as unthinkable, unutte-
rable and impracticable in the field
of religion.

Due to this posture of mind,
I have never experienced in these 93
years of my life time any defect,
trouble, inconvenience Of mental
dissatisfaction. On the contrary,
1 have achieved very easily honours
which are considered to be impossible
to achieve by others. The country
and the people especially the back-
ward and depressed classes have seen
the growth and development.”

mission was, no’



centuries together. They also feel
that this society should be comp-
letely changed. But the public men
throughout the long history of this
(Tamil-Indian) society could not
find out the root cause for all the
social evils that have thrieved on
the ignorance and indulgence of the
people. Or, they did not rather
had the courage to raise their finger
against the real culprit. That means
none of them had a clear comprehen-
sive view of their society while they
prescribed the ways and means for
its reform.

As some one has clearly pointed
out the ‘' substructure and super-
structure ”* of this (Indian/Tamil)
society have, in the long run, assum-
ed entirely different roles which in
turn made the understanding of the

socio-economic  problems highly
complicated : ’

" The Substructure of a society
is predominantly determined by the
forces of production and the rela-
tions of production ; the former
e§tab11§hes the man-material rela-
tionship which in turn shapes the
latter, namely, human and social
relatl_or)shlps. The superstructure,
consisting of religion, morals, ethics,
laws, customs, conventious, 'poiitics
etc. are directly or indirectly shaped
and determined by the subs:ructure.
But there have been instances in

different socicties at different times stratification and
in their historica! evolution when g‘smad of being an end in himself
the superstructure itself begins to ecomes a means to all other ends.”

ihape and deterntire the substruc-
ure.

~ *“When the superstructure be-
gins to dominate the substructure,
not only man loses control over his
environment and his own creations
but fails even to grasp what gocs on
around him as weli as within himself.
He 1s no more the master of his own
destiny. What he has once creaed
as_customs, conventions, religious
principles, ethics and morahty, for
social utility and purpose have lost
their original purpose and signifi-
cance. Over a period of time these
elements of superstructure get them-
selves established, crystalized insti-
tutionalized and ritualized; they be-
came self-generating, self-perpetuat-
ing, meaningless but most powerful
and independent entities; they grow
monstrously into an end in them-
selves. Vested interests develop,
within these entities; they vested
interests conveniently convert them

into ‘socially approved and sanc- God must

tioned * instruments of exploitation;
oppression, discrimination, social

This, in essence, is the history
of the development of our society.
Unless and otherwise one endea-
vours to set right the confusion in the
relationship  between the
structure and substructure he cannot
Eiream of creating a society wherein
each one will work according to his
ability and enjoy according to his
needs.’

When Periyaar clearly under-
stood this particular situation in
respect of the socio-economic prob-
lems he started attacking the priestly
class and the belief in god they were
perpetuating among the people.
was fully convinced that as long as
the belief in god existed among the

people_ no reform could be effected
in their life pattern.

. In Periyaar’s own words, ‘caste
is a curse which must be abolished;
to abolish caste religion must be
abolished ; and to abolish religion
t be abolished™.
statement is nothing but the result
of a clear understanding of the centu-

ries old social system that has been
imposed on the people in the name
of religion and God.

It is only on the basis of this
understanding that Periyaar declared
*“ There is no God, no God; no God.
He who invented God is a fool; he
who preaches God is a rogue ; he
who worships God is a barbarian.”
As far as Periyaar was concerned
this was not a mere slogan to attract
the attention of the people. He took
this message to every nook and
corner of Tamilnadu. He never
hesitated to demonstrate that there
is no truth in the stories about the
socalled Gods and Goddesses. He
burnt te pictures of these Gods
(deities of the Hindu Pantheon) in
public; he broke the images of these
Gods in public places. He did all
these just to impress upon the com-
mon people that all the stories about
God and his powers were untrug
and that they have no significance
in the human life.

Periyaar was a man of strong
convictions. He never uttered a
single words which he did not him-
self put into practice. He openly
announced and asserted, *‘ Blind

belief and bland faith cannot be
eradicated by reformatory work,
but they can be done away with only
by destructive work.” He went on
to explain that the cause of untouch-
ability is not political slavery ; it
is the Hindu religion pure and simple.
Soctal reformers have perforce to
kill the demon of untouchability,
if necessary by killing the Hindu
religion itself !

We have had a number of social
and religious reformers throqghoTc;
our long history. Bu(, we shou
realise that none of them was able
to eradicate either poverty or un-
touchability. We had humanita-
rians like Valluvar, Thaayumaanavar
and Vallalaar etc., their utterances

Wlso were widely publicised. The

vehemence with which the Siddhar
poets attacked the caste system and
religious rituals was a class by itself.
Yet, that could not shake even a
single brick at the foundation of
both these evils. It should not be
very difficult for any on€ to under-

stand that their weakness lies in
their belief in God. As long as one
has belief in God he can only talk of
superficial reforms that will not last
long. And only when he removes
the root cause, which in this case 1s
the belief in the existence of a God,
he will be able to extricate the people
from the tyranny of these ageold

evils.

Periyaar could very easily under-
stand the main plank on which
these evils stand. And he imme-
diately launched his mission on a
warfooting against those strong holds
that protected these social evils.
The following  statement which
breathes a cent percent ** Periyaari-
yan Spirit ” will show what Periyaar
actually stood for : “ If we actually
want to do’ anything worthwhile, we
should be prepared to make a bon-
fire of all our Gods, our religion, our
sastras, our epics and puranas.
say this because all the Gods we
have are the protectors of caste-
system; all of them have murdered

those who stood for a casteless
society.”

In a society where religion has
been given the most prestigious place
it is not an easy joke to speak or do
anything against it. But, Periyaar,
being an iron hearted warrior taking
up the cause of the downtrodden
preferred to do that. By taking
this mission upon himself he proved
to be worthy of his own statement
that runs like this : * Those engaged
in this destructive work should have
a magnanimous steadfastness and a
clear mind without the smallest
doubt and with the biggest venturé
to bear insults and to court death.”

With such a devotion to his
philosophy Periyaar started his tirade
against religion and God the root
cause of all evils in the society. By
doing so he wanted to instil a kind
of courage and awakening in the
minds of the people. Only when the
poor and downtrodden realise that
their belief in God and the resultant
aith in all sorts of superstitions are
shattered they will be able to fight
their real enemy. And to develop
such a state of mind they should
cultivate an apathy for God and
religion. This is what Periyaar
wanted to create. And hence, he
vehemently denied the existence of
God and became the first formost
atheist with a militant bent of mind.
The Success

Periyaar’s mission was, no ’
doubt, a very difficult one ; but, at
the same time, there is no denying
of the fact that mission achieved
its goal to a considerable extent.
As Dr. C. N. Annaadurai has put it,
« the battle fields Periyaar saw are
many and the victories he won are
many.”” This statement by one of
his closest disciples can be appended
with what the Periyaar thought at
the fag end of his life (at the age of
94) about his life's mission. *“In
my life time I have been thinking,
teiling, propagating and practising
what were considered by the majo-
rity of others as unthinkable, unutte-
rable and impracticable in the field
of religion.

Due to this posture of mind,
1 have never experienced in these 93
years of my life time any defect,
trouble, inconvenience or mental
dissatisfaction. On the contrary,
I have achieved very easily honours
which are considered to be impossible
to achieve by others. The country
and the people especially the back-
ward and depressed classes have seen
the growth and development.”
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» tion of my father w

C. R. NARASIMHAN

Periyar E. V. Ramaswamy was a unique perso-
nality. He was more or less of the same age as
my father Rajaji. They became friends and co-
workers when both of them were in their 40’s.
This friendship was based on common purpose
over social and political issues. Both belived in
the elimination of the drink evil. Both were
against outworn social and caste restrictions.
Both were for the programme of non~co~opera3$
against foreign rule. They worked -togethe
closely though in individual up-brmgmgI thi);
were toually different from one another. In
Period they were bound together.

Thiru
in 1920, I was a boy of eleven,
Naicl‘:‘c{.irmzsl he was then popularly callqd,d on;‘:e
putting me aﬂ”ectionateg on lg: :i?:acill;(cliuéfqui\:ie)s,
I was thin and weak. He ma iled enquiries
nd how much I ate daily and a
?nyt?ia‘i‘;l;a:o?nine. He got the impression that

i ing to pre-occu-

w nd of neglected type owing
P:tsioa:lsklof my father. To him I bore the marks
ing up without the care

ho was growing u t
g; 2; ple(:)r‘j::lng ‘another. Thiru Naicker’s face showed
his anguish about it. It also showed his admira-

hose entire thought vl\(z;lts‘ :?5;1;
*s problems leaving him very ii

;‘2: fﬁ: "f;rgﬁsly? Even as a boy I could sese rt:ezf

feelings gleaning through Thiru Naicker’s symp

thetic face.

e Tiruchengodu Gandhi

In 1927 when th huing to do

Ashram was founded and which is cont

useful work for the last fifty-three years, Thiru
Naicker presided over the inaugural function,

By this time the non-cooperation programme
of Gandhiji stood withdrawn. The tempo of that
movement had held different types of people
together. A kind of reaction set in when the
movement was withdrawn. Those who believed
that Swaraj would dawn in a year were disillu-
sioned and frustrated. In the North, the Ali
brothers who were Gandhiji’s strong supporters
drifted away. In the same manner, Thiru Naicker
also drifted away. He started the self-respect
movement and propagated new theories. Though
this separated Periyar and Rajaji and put them in
opposite camps, there did exist kind of rapport
between tham. Their viewpoints occasionally met
as extremes do. It is well known that Periyar
prior to his marriage with Mani Ammai consulted
Rajaji about the magtter.

) Iiven though Periyar’s speeches fumed against
RaJaJI s policies, whenever they met, great matual
consideration was shown.

Periyar’s anguish was great when my father
was in his death bed. Periyar was present through-
out the cremation ceremony and sympathised with
the families’ bereavement. His tribute to Rajaji
at that time is of historic value. It was really

revealing to see two opponents tespecting one
another.
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A first meeting with Mr. Rama-
samy Naicker and Mr. C. N.
Annadurai took place in 1930,
In the Theagaraya Buildings in
Mount Road which accommodated
the offices of the “Justice” daily
and “Dravidan”, the Tamil daily
of the Justice Party. I was then
Working as Editor of ‘Dravidan’.
One day while I was in my room
Correcting final proofs and writing
the editorial for the day, the room
Peun told me that a man with
long beard along with an young
Man-were waiting to see the Editor
of ‘Dravidan’. On being asked
o admit them in, I saw those two
persons at a short distance. The
gentleman in the beard aged about
35 years was looking a little sur-
prised and asked whether 1 was
the Editor of ‘Dravidan’.

I could easily understand his
Misgivings and surprise, because
I was only 22 years old, fresh from
college. When I confirmed my
identity, the man with beard intro-
duced himself as Erode Ramasamy
Naicker and said his companion
was  Mr. C.N.Annadurai, M.A.

"2 Mr. Naicker was so pleased that

an young non-brahmin could be
the editor of a daily newspaper and
shook my hands heartily.

All the while Mr. Anna_durai
looked calm and collected with a
mild smile, I told Mr. Naicker that

4! Was pleased to meet him as the

leader and founder of the Self-respect
Mmovement, the main objective of
which was to campaign for the
removal of religious superstitions.

As our conversation proceded
lively, Mr.Naicker illustrated his
campaign against religious supersti-

tions by a vivid example. His ex-
ample is still as green in my memory
as his mode of presenting his favorite
subject for which he lived for 95
years and died. Here I give below
the English translation of his narra-
tion, as far as my memory recalls
after the lapse of 50 years. The
facts and incidents disclosed here
are substantively correct to my
recollection Mr. Naicker said: with
glooming eyes; “‘you know in your
city of Madras there is a well-known
Easwaran temple at Puasawalkam
by the name of ........ I happened to
be in a friend’s house at the time of
what is called as Bramotsavam which
draws a lot of so-called Bhakthas.
That morning the idols of Iswara
was taken out in procession in the
street. Along side this idol, the
idol of his consort Iswari Amman
was also seen. At one stage, the
Amman’s idol was hurriedly with-
drawn from the presence of Iswara
and whisked away to a place distant
from iswara. In the place of the
lawfully wedded Iswan was found
by the side of Iswara, the idol of
a courtesan woman, bedecked with
all ornaments and looking gla-
INOUrous. o

“When 1 asked th: sxgpxﬁlcgncp
f Itheekam of this theatrical inci-
gent, it was explained that Iswara
fell in love with a glamourous fook-
ing courtesan, On finding that
God Iswara’s attention was diverted
from her Iswari got wild with fury
‘and as a protest against this wrong
done to her she ran away from
him ,not desiring to be near her
unfaithful husband. .

“A little later, Iswara"s idol
was taken to the irrate wife, to
whom Iswara  appologised for
his action and thereafter the idol
of the disappointed courtesan, who
shared Iswara’s love for a short
time only, was withdrawn from
the scene and the idols pf Iswara
and Iswari went side by side to Epe
sanctum sanctorum of the temple

I was listening almost dum-
founded to the harrowing tale,
while Mr. Naciker was stirred emo-
tionally.

Mr. Naicker continued  his
story with unabated satire and

anger.
*1 think, young editor, comment

on this disgraceful episode regarding
Iswara’$ sense of morality is need-

,‘(By ‘Thamizharingar® -
- A.RANGANATHAN)

less .If you have any doubt, plea
witness the Brahmatsavam of t
shrine at Purasawalkam this year

(I may say here that my visi
to this festival later on confirme
Mr. Naicker’s incident)

Mr.Naicker went on: your se
that while the existence of Go
itself is a matter of opinion, me
has disgraced Him by attributin
to Him, all the vices of which ma
is guilty. If the supreme God i
discredited with a concubine an
made public exhibition of it, whic
reasonable human being will degrad
himself by worshipping Him?”

Mr.Annadurai intervened: [
is against such atrocious religiou
superstitions that the self respec:
movement is crusading amidst the
opposition of uneducated people
Our campaign is not so much agains
the existance of God as such as
against the plethora of religiou:
superstitions, which are paradec
for the belief of men”

Addressing Mr.Naciker 1 said:
“‘we are one with you in your relent-
less campaign against ‘the stupid
religious  superstition surrounding
God_ﬁ& Puran?s. But what is the
significance  of your  campaign
against Kamba Ramayana, the
Magnum opus of Poet Kambar?

Mr. Naicker said, “I am
glad you have raised the question.
Our campaign against Kamba Rama
yana is only with the characterisa-
tion of Rama, Sita, Ravana and
Kumbakarna. It was a time
honoured convention with Asura
in ancient Tamil Nadu to abduct
the enemy king’s wife or wives and
courtesan and imprison them in
the invading king’s countries as
hostages. If a particular king is
vanquished in the war, their women
will be retained by the conqueror.
Bereft of all side issucs, Ravana
took Sita as a hostage before dec:
laring war with Rama. I cannot
understand wh. -his simple and
common incident .s  exagerated
and a lot of nonsense is woven
around it. In the conduct of
Ravana, a Dravidian king, one
admirable quality is stressed both
by Kambar and Valmiki that,the
Asura King never chose to touch
Sita while she was completely under
his mercy.



radio on and listen to latest weather warnings and advice
the report of All India Radio Station, Madras. Pass on the infor-
mation to others.

Get away from low lying beaches or other locations which may be swept
by high tides or storm waves. l.eave sufficiently early before your way
to high ground gets flooded. Do not delay and run the risk of being
marooned. v

If your house is out of danger from high tides and flooding from the river
and it is well built, it is then probably the best place to weather the storm.
However, please act promptly if asked to evacuate.

Be alert for high water in areas where streams of rivers may flood due to
heavy rains.

Board up glass windows or put storm shutters in place. Use good
wooden planks securely fastened. Make shift boarding may*do more
manage then none at all. Provide strong suitable support for outside
doors.

If you do not have wooden boards handy, paste paper strips on glasses
to prevent splinters flying into the house.

Get extra food especially things which can be eaten without cooking Of
with very little preparation. Store extra drinking water in suitable covered
vessels.

If you are in one of the evacuation areas, move your valuable articles to
upper floors to minimise flood damage.

Have hurricane latern, flash lights and or other emergency lights in
working condition and keep them handy.

Check on everything that might blow away or be torn loose. Kerosene
tins, cans, agricultural implements, garden tools, road signs and other
objects become weapons of destruction in strong winds. Remove them
and store them in a covered room.

Be sure that a window or door can be opened on the lee side of the
house i.e., the side opposite the one facing the wind.

Make provision for children and adults requiring special diets.

Remove cattle to safe places as far as possible.
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