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Honourable Members of the Legislative Assembly

It gives me great pleasure to address the first session of the Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly for the year 2006. | exiend my heartfelt New Year and
Pongal greetings to all of you. This is the concluding session of the Twelfth
Legislative Assembly. } take this opportunity to thank the Hon'ble Members
of this August House for the invaluable contribution made by them as elected
Tepresentatives of the people. The Government, under the leadership of the
Hon'ble Chief Minister, has strained every nerve to fulfil the profound faith
feposed by the people in the Government, overcoming insurmountable
challenges,

2. The Hon’ble Chief Minister had set out the far sighted vision aimed at
making Tamil Nadu the numero uno State in the country. An action-plan for
realizing the vision was outlined in the Hon’ble Chief Minister’s [5-Poim
Programme. Today, Tamil Nadu has made rapid strides and has in fact reached
the numero uno position in various sectors. This is reflected in most independent
surveys ranking Tamil Nadu at the top in all aspects whether it be as an
investment destination, public services, social sectors of in the maintenance
of law and order. »

3. While the record rainfall in 2005 has solved the drinking water problem
in the chronically affected areas and does hold out the promise of good crops
for farmers in the coming season, Hon’ble Members are aware that
Tamil Nadu was badly battered by incessant heavy rains and floods during
October-December 2005. The recurrent deluge resulted in loss of precious
lives, damage to standing crops and extensive damage to public infrastructure
and property. Normal life was disrupted in 22 affected districts. The Hon’ble
Chief Minister personally toured the affected areas on several occasions to
assess the impact of the floods and organize relief and rehabilitation effort.
The entire administrative machinery was galvanized into action. Lakhs of people
were evacuated and accommodated in temporary flood relief centres and
provided with food, water and medicine. A comprehensive flood relief plan
was put into operation, which was supervised by the Hon’ble Ministers of the
Government and senior IAS officers.
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4. A detailed Memorandum seeking assistance from the Government of
India was first presented on 3rd November 2005, Thereafter two more
memoranda were presented. This Government has sought a total assistance of
Rs.13,685 crores, 2.58 lakh tonnes of rice and 43,200 kilolitres of kerosene to
organize the relief, rehabilitation, and restoration operations. The Hon'ble Chief
Minister, Selvi J Jayalalithaa called on the Hon’ble Prime Minister on 16th
December 2005 and made a detailed presentation on the extent of dama
the relief operations undertaken and the assistance required. With this force%::i
plea, the Government of India has so far released a total a;nount of Rs.1,000

crores and 21,000 kilolitres of kerosene for undertaki i
restoration operations, aking flood relief and

5. Given the recurrent floods and inundation, the
and implemented a well-structured and libera reljef
all those who were affected. The relief operation
mammoth scale covering lakhs and Iak';ics of f:r:\‘ial:::e'l?:eu::lz?ku::g :
provided each affected family with cash assistance of Rs.2,000 ( f!:- o lgle
damaged huts) and Rs.1,000 (for partly damaged huts) apan. f"'om 10K u );
rice and | litre of kerosene, a saree and a dhot. For flood affected houser;‘:lgs
- in Chennai and adjoining areas, the quantum of cash relief was fixed at Rs.2.000

per family, 10-Kgs of rice, 1 litre of kerosene, a saree ) L
system of identification of affected streets in Chen e dhoti A simplified

also affected wards and habitations in other areas
usual problems associated with enumeration. It h
of the relief package to the affected families, .

Government announced
package reaching out to

nai and adjoining areas as
has enabled minimizing the
as helped in quick disbursal

6. This Government has already sanctioned a to
. tal crores
for the flood relief and rehabilitation operations, Thissi‘::l\(:dc:sf Rs{:.éoZ::omnt

for providing an immediate relief package at a cost of ;
been provided 10 31 lakh familis so far in Taml Koo o™, TS s

over 6 lakh households have received assistance':tl):::: .Gln onenmat stone
has such a massive operation been ever undertaken. A overnment. Never
repair and restore damaged public infrastructure such as roan;? (:"P"Olfamm to
tanks, irrigation systems, buildings - bridges, culverts,

implementation at an outlay of Rs.513 :rt;r';:?l‘shi:hgo:::lmr oper th
the Govemment of India will sanction further allotments for undmlllgpes tl:lat
for farmers and permanent restoration and reconstruction works. | ni:ehe.f
opportunity to gratefully acknowledge the Wwholehearted support n;:ei::d frt::

@Qenewr iy 271

2006 goewreurf 17)

well meaning organizations and public spirited citizens who responded to the
call by the Hon’ble Chief Minister and contributed generously to the Chief
Minister’s Public Relief Fund, to provide assistance to the affected families.

7. It has been little over a year since the devastating Tsunami killer waves
hit the Tamil Nadu coastline leaving behind a trail of death, shattered lives
and destruction. Thanks to the clear vision and policy directions of the Hon'ble
Chief Minister, this Government completed the first phase of search, rescue,
burial/cremation of the dead and immediate relief in record time earning
universal appreciation. The compassion of this Government which cares is
highlighted by the decision of the Hon'ble Chief Minister to fully meet the
cost of recanalisation surgery for all those mothers who had undergone
tubectomy earlier and lost their children during the Tsunami tragedy. Now a
massive long-term reconstruction and rehabilitation programme is under
implementation. While the Govemment of India has so far released only Rs.812
crores for Tsunami relief and rehabilitation to Tamil Nadu, this Government
has sanctioned Rs. 1,136 crores for relief and rehabilitation. In addition, this
Government has secured financial assistance of Rs. 2,618 crores from various
multilateral institutions for the long term reconstruction and rehabilitation
programme. While the assistance from the World Bank of Rs.1903.50 crores
is entirely in the form of a loan, the assistance from the Asian Development
Bank consists of loan component of Rs.304 crores and grant of Rs.343 crores.
The assistance from the International Fund for Agricultural Development is
Rs.67.50 crores as loan. These loans are to be repaid entirely by the State
Government. Under these externally-aided projects, this Government has
already sanctioned Rs.832 crores towards reconstruction and livelihood support.

8. The single minded devotion and determination with which the relief
operations were taken up and rehabilitation efforts handled has eammed
international acclaim for Tamil Nadu. A recent study by Fritz Institute, a
United States-based international non-profit organization, has hailed the critical
role played by the Government in coordinating rescue and relief efforts during
the Tsunami disaster in Tamil Nadu.

9. This Govemment’s overriding emphasis on the perfect maintenance of
law and order has transformed Tamil Nadu into a haven of peace and
tranquillity. Strict vigil, firm and deterrent action, constant monitoring and a
coordinated approach to the maintenance of law and order by all Government
agencies have helped eradicate extremism in all its forms. The elimination of
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law for nearly two decades, defying State authority with im uni i

L ) ty,
the most significant mumph of this Government, The threat et e
in the border districts adjoining Andhra

Pradesh and Kamat
handled successfully. amataka has been

10. Hon’ble Members would agree that Tamil Nady’s Tetum to the rule of
law during the last five years would not have been

inati i possible withoyt .
and determination displayed by the Hon'ble Chief Minister. ThethT;umi‘lh;ag:t:

personnel and establishment of 196 AJ) W

e omen Police Stati
the gender-sensitive image of Tami] Nadu Police in the country,

been extremely well received. The tele-j
i1s the country’s largest video—conferencing system co ;

; nne ;
Court Complexes in the State. India’s most modern pﬁso:,“:g th: Prisons and
near Chennai, being constructed at 5 total of cost of R 7o7mp oy P‘uzhal
completed shortly. -7/ Crores will be
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i i ted
Despite the challenges posed by a devastating ’l';unar:)l‘lvt ;n?att;nge::::sf; i ”
i is likely to record an economic gr } X
2;:?:'2&?-‘;07)?; l:c: perliminary estimates. The econqmu:i rl:t?tnl:ed;afr e
is witnessing is exemplified by the new investments flowing

istincti i ssfully
' the distinction for having successf
syn ll::. Tl::d(t;t?evcsr;'t:?: trc(:'::lenw;'!s'u'ities with its dcvclg;;melm m;:frg:::;
il Na i *‘Millennium Developm
| i ised 1o achieve the ‘Mi !
-‘[’;'ae';;“l!:‘f::i: t‘:ewt::'lg:’to‘ year 2015. The State’s Development Plan outlay has

vaulted from Rs.5,200 crores in 2001-2002 to Rs.9,100 crores in 2005-2006

¢ . fious
representing an increase of 75% and the State is set to outperform its ambitiou:

’s capital outlay
2-2007 of Rs.40,000 crores. The State’s capi lay
I:rn ::hre:l:: W:gugvzeoi?msmm and community assets :1:: gum:gs;ttrggos-
from R 1371;8 crores in 2001-2002 to Rs.4,792 crores in 1 s Budget 2005
2&2 Tsh ' .sion for maintenance of the existing public in ssiucture |
3°’"°.UP :Tgr::) :s 182 crores in 2001-2002 to Rs.754 crores i

14. Tamil Nadu’s development and
funding agencies to retum lt: tl;: S:i“:ase LN
Hon’ble Members would § level of Rs.8,550 crores
extemally-ai@eq pro:ieczt om%‘(';; ,h;'shmg' ° .i nc:::e among others.' the p(;es?lgei;:l:
’(I‘US'S 1.90 billion) I;‘ec or Project (Rs.2160 crores), the Tamil Na P:o'ect-lll

amil Nadu.Road 97 crores), Tamil Nadu Urban Development Jd he
(S'{su:n;ssl;rqec:e(sl;s.fhe Pudhu Vazhvu Project (Rs_.7hl ;7 r:fc‘::;:‘)‘t;:‘un der
Tars:;il'Naducerffore’smion Project (Rs. 567 crores) whic

. ; s reversal of fortunes in such a
implementation. The credit for Tamil Nadu’s mts o soor and the needy

eor time span without sny advctsc.refon‘n 'emcSelvi J Jayalalithaa.
legitimately goes to the Hon’ble Chief Mimistet,

ched a pioneering programme 1o secure
mfanners and agricultural labourers throggh
Security Scheme. It has received wide
. This revolutionary scheme covers

form efforts have enthused multilgtcral
neamd finance its development pro_lect’s.
d to know that Tamil Nadu’s

IS. This Government has |
comprehensive social security for
the Hon'ble Chief Minister's Farmers
acclaim for its remarkable ; a]nfabourers and small and marginal farn_’ters
an estimated 1.37 crore amc‘;‘m fetime cradle to grave concems. It envisions
 Tamil Nadu and add', esses s on marriage, matemnity, c_;uahty ec?uca.t;.on,
Sta(e' ‘“'LP“.‘ fo:;lm:“fn;xrelief in the event of death/ accidental disability.
pension during
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pecial Livestock Protection
facilities in remote areas is
camps have been conducted
nary sub-centres have been

frontline milk producing State in the country. A §
Programme for providing veterinary health care
currently under implementation and so far, 24,051
at a cost of Rs.10 crores. A total of 234 veteri
upgraded as fuil fledged veterinary dispensaries,

24. This Government is deeply concerned about
violence against fishermen from Tamil Nady j
Kachatheevu Island. The Hon'ble Chief Minister
Prime Minister requesting that the Kachatheewy Is
in perpetuity by the Union Government so that ¢
and privileges of Indian fishermen to carry out n
area are protected.

he recurrent incidents of
n the Palk Bay around
has written 10 the Hon'ble
land may be taken on lease
he traditional fishing rights
ormal fishing activities in the

25. To mitigate the sufferings of the fisherfolk
this Government has distributed relief assistance
repair and replacement of damaged boats and nets,
has also been sanctioned for upgrading existing infrastructure in the fisheries

sector to international standards. An estimated 10.36 lakh fisherfolk have
benefited under the Savings-cum-Relief Scheme for fishermen at an outlay of
Rs.108 crores. The Government has provided 1009 Sales Tax exemption on
purchase of diesel by fishermen for. ﬁs!'\ing activities in order o contain the
prices following the recurrent hike in petroleum prices by the Union

Government, even though this involves an estimated annual Jog of revenue of
Rs.63 crores to the State.

26. The Hon’ble Chief Minister has ajwa
empowerment is the key instrument in oyr p
addressing livelihood concems amongst the poor and the deprived has 10 be
accorded a high priority. Ta_m?l Nadu has taken the eag n conceptualizing
and putting into action two significant new poverty reduction programmes
that will make a major difference to the quality of life of the poor in Tamil
Nadu. The first is the ambitious Pudhu Vazhvy Project launched recently to
cover 15 districts with an outlay of Rs.717 crores, The second poverty reduction
programme for the uitra poor seeks to reach out 1o 3 lakh
households with the objective of creating
capital amongst the poor to enable them 1o
misery.

on account of the Tsunami,
of Rs.146 crores towards
An amount of Rs.103 crores

¥s maintained that while
overty reduction strategy,

Opportunities anqd building social
nise above a life of destitution and

poorest of the poor
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27. In pursuance of its avowed commitment of ensuring *food secun_tyef:);
all’ in Tamil Nadu, this Government has undertaken a mammoth gxercns_des
streamline and restructure the Public Dism'bun:or.\ System so that l:h provxc
an effective safety net. The Hon'ble Chief Minister has- ensur'cd atf efvr/eg
family obtains a ration card. With the renewal of cards and issue :c iyl
cards to all eligible families, the total number pf cards has now rea::i " b.es(
crores. The Public Distribution System in Tamil Nadu has been rate
by an independent agency.

28. In no other State except Tamil Nadu, is rice provided to al'l ﬁf::l':‘l:lg
requiring it at Rs.3.50 per Kg. This has imposed a very heavy annua o
burden of Rs.1,200 crores as subsidy. When tl‘us |s.t.hc situa rea;e he
Government is dismayed at the Union Govemmem_s_dccnsuon to f:nc 30
Central issue Price of rice for the Above Poverty Line Cﬂfcsgcfym or:i‘uce;i o
per Kg to Rs.9.15 per Kg. The per card allotment has a:_s:. nr:ed Above
all categories resulting in an increase in the quantity % éﬁl:‘uffal Pool. This
Poverty Line rice that the State will have to take from the Ce: The bl
imposes a very heavy additional subsidy burden on the ,Sm,e’m ase in cost
Chief Minister has already announced that despite the m::]or in case 0 < tc;
0t e il e st 122301 Ko Tt e o
2;0:: t:;t(l)\(‘; poorman;i)etrhcy:::d‘);:e"asr't:: the total annual food subsidy from
Rs.1,200 crores to Rs.1,500 crores.

iti ic Amenities Programme

29. 1 am glad o a:md?‘:stmb:m:::hfdaswﬂh an outlay of Rs.250

for Rural and Urban f bridging the infrastructure gaps in rural and urban arcas

crores with the R ommine programme, giving flexibility to the district

“:1,:‘,‘",(:‘:::,‘:: for‘:aking up works to provide water-supply, gtonn water

:lrain age, repairs to noon meal centres, schools, pathways to burial grounds,
approach' road to habitation etc., will meet all the felt needs.

i i ] rural has received an unmatched

30'. FOSWN“&M:;?@”:;‘? l‘t‘oerq:::ilc funpc;.so‘l'\avc been earmarked under

'“eﬂﬂm! e I':ies Programme for repair of about 65,000 tiled houses

s, A“!m“to 1991 in rural areas and the Special Village Panchayats. A

COQSWWCM p‘r::\e to upgrade 1.5 lakh kutcha houses into pucca houses has
:oznataken up at an outlay of Rs.37.50 crores during 2005-2006.

§3-263—18
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‘Na::r:a.d::g ble M’embers would be pleased to know that the laudable
: ramam’ Scheme has become a social movement in the State. Thi
revolutionary programme has set the stage for a health he State. This
Village Panchayats which are striving to y competition amongst

i . achieve 100% .
in schools, poverty reduction, reduction of infant o en::lym:,l?mo‘t‘::m

female foeticide/infanticide, and improved village sanitation

32. This Government has placed the hi i

drinking water supply. A total l;f 318 Cor:;)?::t \:;:t’;rha:s o emaing safe
been taken up for implementation during 2001-2006 to up?ly Schemes have
.suppb_r to 1.5 crore people living in 18,951 rura] hal::ita?i'wlde o water
an estimated cost of Rs.2,423 crores. Hon’ble Mcmbcmmf e 150 towms at
that 223 Combined Water Supply Schemes have alread s oo giad o know
gis;l;ng protected water supply to 10,043 ru{ableel? t;ompleted, thue

an towns. A total of 22,069 rural habitations have been, wowtey
protected water supply through individual power pu ¢ pl'omded with
of R's.993 crores. An estimated 39,796 hand pumps h“:s ::e:: cetimated cost
™ini-power pumps at a total cost of Rs.239 crores. It is . o ed into
today thgt the drinking water supply situation in.Ta .laanclmowle.dyd fact
vastly with the strenuous and systematic efforts of th;:'GWﬁnh:‘mTW

33. Tamil Nadu has made rapi ides i ibats

going up from 15% in 2001 to 57“;:» 13&?#@?3,‘58‘“'““% the.coverage
hm'xseho!d latrines and toilets in schools ’and an :;'om o oy ndividual
satisfaction that all Village Panchayats across th?':tva e s s of
Samtary Complex for Women built at a total cost of Rs‘;7h‘w'e o Iegraied
now being _ﬁtted with Bio-gas plants to make them eve;I m These are
34. Another major thrust is e
Development Projectl! with tota:‘;;o;:tn;:u:f ;?;s Tamil Nadu Urban
?hls pro!ect, comprehensive underground sewera, y . l ’957. crores. Under
in 24 district headquarters and 13 other g facilitcs wil be provided

the Chennai Metropolitan Area will be ; e o addition, road networks in

) improved wi .
OVt‘:r-bxj\dges (ROBs), Railway Under-bridges :“:W\th Provision of Railway
This \‘vv(;\\den:fure that the traffic congestion i theUB‘) and grade separators
is tackled effectively. Chermai M ; :
etropolitan Area
35. This Government, which

. stan
priority to the problems conﬁ'onting‘:sh:“ the poor, has accorded the highest
ban poor, Affordable housing f

g for
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them has been a priority. So far with an outlay of Rs.250 crores, nearly 30,Q00
families have, been provided with houses. An action plan for urban slum housing
development with an outlay of Rs.250 crores during 2005-2010 has been
launched.

36. This Government has accorded a tremendous fillip to upgrading road
connectivity across the State. The Capital Budget for roads and bridges has
gone up more than eight times from Rs.257 crores in 2001-2002 to Rs.2.98|
crores in 2005-2006. Panchayat and Panchayat Union Roads are belpg
upgraded with an outlay of Rs.400 crores in 2005-2006. In alndditi‘on, a special
renewal package for roads in Special Village Panchayats ls'bemg taken up
with an outlay of Rs.100 crores. The roads in urban local bod.lcs are set to get
a facelift in 2005-2006 with the sanction of works at an e§t|matcd outlay of

of roads damaged in the recent floods. Never has a Government invested so
much in providing basic infrastructure, namely, the road network. This will
contribute greatly to further economic growth.

credi is Govern i ed increases
37. 1t goes to the t of this ment that despite repeated

in diesel prices, the public bus transport system has been mm;-z::e a;: ;
comprehensive and liberal pay revision package fof employees 0 .
Transport Undertakings implemented, while keeping the bus fares lowest in
the country. The State Transport Undertakings have also bagged three awards
for efficient performance.

38. The Tamil Nadu Electricity Board which was on :‘he v;‘r.ge (;)f ﬁnanmci::
i of Rs.5,000 crores when this overn

‘:s);:lam :;ftihceait‘\m hﬁ:yr;mu:aspb‘:en restored back t0 he.alth: We can j 'ustiﬁably
be proud that the Tamil Nadu Electricity Board has maintained quality power
supply to all its consumers without any power cut since 2901 despite 14%
reduction in coal linkage to thermal power stations of the Tz}mll Nadu Electricity
Board in 2005 by the Union Govemnment and will continue to do so in ?he
coming years. This Government has taken steps to ensure that‘ new generation
capacity is added in the State during 2005-2010. So far, pyo;ect; to produce
4,000 MW have been initiated. The Neyveli Lignite Corporation will 1mPIen\Fnt
anew 1,000 MW plant at Jayankondam in Perambalur district. This will bring
the total new capacity additions planned to 5,000 MW. This Government's
continued thrust on renewable energy through requisite enabling measures has
helped Tamil Nadu attain the numero uno position in renewable energy in the

53.263—18a
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cmsnfgm'r;’;%:f;sg:’tg, “;n;d cnergy capacity in the State at 2.433 MW
~india capacity, making Tamil Nady a clea; winner.

°dseﬂmwithd\eauentimpaidtodl¢

become the * ience and facilities in the ci . :
D°V°'°Pme:t PJl::Vf‘cu"f ﬂtlle East’, The 13'.3;“ o meu-o&ohs has now
> Culren Y under impj ; ennai Metropolitan
CMentatj ;

ChiefMim'stcr's drive to estabhsh parks an’d houliﬂg etc. The Hon'ble

::etl;:al;:z::}tly" of ;h: city. It redounds to thewalk}:.y, in Chennai have added
'p ot the Hon'ble Chief pyp: credit of thig Government under
ini un

‘ter o
water supply problem. The 1gp MLD Nev for solving Chennai’s chronic .

record time has brought in much N

position. The 100 MLD Desalinart'i:ded ety 1 the city's water suppl

::‘snt:;:,l;;m T;lelHouse urges the Uni o:rg:vm built supply

o c earancesotflat this projecy ben ﬁ","’“ to accord immediate
® taken up at once. Citizeng of o1umg the citizens of Chennai

proactive steps taken by this Governmer Wil always remember these

Chennai city. ] ¢ 10 provide assured water supply to

40, Recognizing that traff;
. . 1C mang, ;
;olunons, this Qovmn?mt has deci dedgt:':‘m: M Chennai requires radical
pggﬁn:;;: ft: 'ghms,"‘y traffic corrigors o"f'pc,,""’"m: the Monorail system in
: ate partnership mode, | i Metropoli
will make travel within Chenna; - co?fden" that this o
, ) 2 pleasurap) Xperi
41. The Hop ble Chief Ministery Proactive ¢ © experience.
has helped Tamil Nadu to consolidgge its © ‘New Industrig) Policy-2003°
sector to e:erg; as the most pref, ‘::tman in
investors. Hon’ble Members would be cased on for foreign and domesti
be.en chosen as ‘Overall Winner - Asianpll{egimm .
adjudged as ‘Best FDI Potentia]’ destination by of the Futyre 2005-2006° and

been adjudged the best State for the . the top rank

composite Economic Freedom lndex.zcgg of doing us; o o« and has
Multinational Companies (MNC) such gy Noh"".’"‘ Indian States, The fact that
signed up to locate their plants in Tamj) N > Hexm’“i“, BMW etc., have

adu is 4 testimony to the un’tiring
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efforts of the Hon’ble Chief Minister in making Tamil Nadu the numero uno
investment destination in India.

42. This Government’s proactive measures to enable Tamil Nadu to be a
major player in the services sector, particularly IT and IT-enabled services,
have bome fruit. Tamil Nadu has been judged as a Jeader in e-readiness by
independent analysts. During 2004-2005 alone, a total of 400 new IT companies
have set up base in Tamil Nadu - in other words, at least one [T company has
located base in Tamil Nadu everyday. The software exports from the State
have trebled to touch a staggering Rs.10,730 crores in 2004-2005 representing
an impressive growth of over 40% compared to the previous year. IT for
e-Governance for improved administrative efficiency and quality service
delivery has received an impressive thrust from the Government. A massive
programme to provide broadband connectivity up to the Taluk and Biock level
is currently underway through the Tamil Nadu State Wide Area Network
(TNSWAN). This Government's efforts in computerizing all the Vill.a-ge
Panchayats will serve as a trigger for expansion of knowledge and opportunities
in the rural areas.

43. This Govemnment’s concerted efforts in tapping the tourism potential
for its role in promoting the services sector and gencrating local employment
have helped Tamil Nadu emerge as the location premiere for hoh.daymg in
India. The years 2001-2006 have scen an unpwecedentgd step up in l}udget
outlay on tourism with focus on development of specific tourism circuits,
infrastructure facilitics and marketing Tamil Nadu as the best holiday destination
in India. Hon'ble Members would be pleased to know that Tamil Nadu has
received the prestigious international award for pmngon:ng Chettinad heritage
Tourism from the Pacific Area Travel Writers Assosiation.

44. The accomplishments of this Government in extending quality and
affordable healthcare to the poor and transforming Tamil Nadu into the
“‘Medical Capital of India’ are indeed noteworthy. During the past five years,
106 Primary Health Centres (PHCs) have been upgraded into 30-bed hospitals
with all requisite facilities. This Government has established seven regional
diagnostic centres at a cost of Rs.21 crores to upgrade the diagnostic services
in far flung areas. New 300-bed Government Medical College hospitals have
been set up in Theni, Kanyakumari and Vellore. An Ayurveda College is being

established at Nagercoil in Kanyakumari District at an estimated cost of Rs.3
crores. 11 new Nursing Schools have been started to improve the quality and
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availability of paramedical staff. Another shining example of caring governance
is the unique programme launched by the Hon’ble Chief Minister 1o correct
problems of cleft lip and cleft palate among children. All such children needing
assistance have been reached and assistance provided. The pioneering Tamil
Nadu Health Systems Project being implemented at an outlay of Rs.597 crores
is a landmark intervention in improving the quality of services in secondary
health care institutions in the State. Under this scheme, 62 Government hospitals

are being equipped to provide round-the-clock comprehensive emergency
obstetrics and new bom care.

45. This Government can legitimately be proud of its performance in family
welfare brought about by its comprehensive health intervention programmes.
There has been a significant improvement in vital h

ST prove ealth indicators during the
past five years. Institutional deliveries have imy

. ' . proved from 87.9% in 2001 to
94.3% in 2005, infant mortality rates have declined from 49 per 1000 live

births in 2001 to 43 per thousand live births in 2003. Materna) deaths in Tamil
Nadu have also declined by 25% during the period 2001-2004,

46. The Hon’ble Chief Minister has always believed that quality education
and skill acquisition by the people not only determine the pace of economic
growth but also hold the key for empowering and enabling them to lead the
kind of life they value. The Government has accorded an unmatched attention
towards opening new schools and upgrading existin educati .
since 2001. A total of 1,274 new Prim 8 educational infrastructure

ary SChmls haVe .l
2,790 existing primary schools have been upgraded as Mmems\\d;;

Middle Schools have been upgraded as High Schools whi .

have been upgraded as Higher Secondary Schools, The '(l;le 406 High hasscl%(;‘o:;
up 58,282 vacancies in teacher posts. The decision 1o ’“Ppo:yﬂﬁ‘eem“etemx "
all children enrolled in Government and Aided-Schools up- 1o CJ XI1 has
been widely welcomed. The Hon’ble Chj p ass

i ef Minister’s decisi
scheme for free supply of bicycles to all students studying :‘0'(‘:]‘0 extc)t(t;l :::
X11 in Government and Aided Higher Sec‘ondary asses

in facilitating access to quality education in Tamils;ms 11;‘ ; m:m st;]:
scheme to provide an assistance of Rs.50,000 o Studcnts in Go + and
Aided Schools in the unfortunate event of logs or permanent i vernmen e
theif’ earning parents due to accidents has been ncapacitation

widely welcomed.

47. This Government had abolished the C
admission to Undergraduate Professionaj ommon Entrance Test for

Courses in June 2005 considering
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i become a burden and traumatic expenence, especially
2: f8tudenam mttsuf::rt:tﬂnemml areas. While the decision of the Qovem(;ne:: b‘:
abolish the Comimon Entrance Test was widely welcom_ed, this coull :lndia
implemented because of certain Regulations of the Medical Counci olmted
and All india Council for Technical Education. This Governmcnt reqts sted
the Union Govemmient to amend these Regulations. Parents ;end mndenved  have
expressed a request that the prevailing uncertainty should B:r?should o
clear scheme based on the Plus Twb marks of the Sta.te oard e ey
evolved. This Government has decided t0 fo_llow the basic pmcmlat'form fo;
the Plus Two marks of the State Board will be the cour;mm p.mﬁm S
evaluation. The Plus Two marks obtained in the State Boa e:;::i o
be the basic platform and there will be a common entrance miiiriiod
students of all other Boards so that they are bryught ona cotonl;,)_aewves s 10
the State Board Plus Two marks. This will achieve both th: tlie o
burdenandmumfordiebulkofﬂtesmdentswhot;ﬁe allotherBWdBoud
examination as also the provision of a correct method to “;l% e '
examinations on to a comparable platform to the State B‘;:‘be inmucedmaﬂts.
Necessary legislation to give effect to these changes Wi

48. Tamil NaduhuenugeduanofﬂwlngutpmviderSquua!lty
technical manpower in the world, The Stte’s wide network of 237 engneerg
a
colleges and 230 polytechnics has opencd up new .Wmmlﬂ;‘ sz ocesemns
quality technical education. A scheme for improving a::‘,:‘ua ?hnic P
education to world class standards in the Eng;r:enng yte -
is under implementation at an outlay of Rs.96 crores.

49 This(iovmt'smmﬂttommdspaw bozhasbecn

i.ti contribution towards developing a healthy mind and body among‘

.h?l:'mv:ad youth in Tamil Nadu. The ‘World Beaters Tglmt Spotting S::heme

ha fully implemented in schools. This Government’s f:ash

h“mbfenmlucceu t: ENCOUrage who achieve laurels at national
and i:t:mﬁmal sporting events has been widely welcomed.

'50. Empowerment of women ways received precedence in the framing
ofpsol?%cies and uﬁa\s‘,fof this G:v‘:r:\lm:: The Hon’ble f:hief Minister, whp
initiated the Women Self Help Group movement in Tamil Nadu, has seen it
blossom into & spectscular social revolution. Today, it is truly a mass social
movement for empowerment of women with r?early- 50 Iak}} women t_nembcrs
enrolled in three lakh self help groups with savings and credit linkage in excess
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of Rs.889 crores and Rs.1,563 crores, respectively. The uni .
Scheme’ and the ‘Girl Child Protection Scheme’ )l,\ave p;la):z:: ,S::!ergzby
protecting the life and improving the social status of the girl child Th‘_n
Government deserves the credit for ensuring the most comprehens; . \3
quality supplementary nutrition coverage among children, expectant ve an
and the elderly in Tamil Nadu. This Govemnment urges the Union G mothers
to take expeditious action to enact a law enabling 339 reservati ovemment
in Parliament and State Legislatures. on for women

Government has sanctioned the cong
goris. This Gonemment will open ‘: an loutlay of Rs. |55f
s. 4 crores. A major Programme "vW hostels at an outlay o
facilites such as approach vong d::: the provision of basic infrastructure

108 more new

X uildings for "
C
" O 761 new hoste buildings at an outlay of Rs.235 crores.
53. Welfare of the

Gov. . cavers has always been g hi iori this
cror:rglmt.t :gl; 8(iovemmcnt will dim'ibu)t'es free 1.24"3::;:2 afr: 1.64
OF R5.256 crores, Apar o< C12M€S during Pongal this year at 8 total oS!
10 provide contin P rom providing clothing security, this scheme continues
tous employment to the weavers in the State. A new Health

Qevewriy 285

2006 geweuf 17)

Insurance Scheme for two lakh weavers is being taken up for implementation.
The annual premium payment commitment to be bome by the weavers at
Rs.200 per weaver per annum will be paid by this Government on their behalf

at a total cost of Rs.4 crores.

54. Promotion of Tamil language, art and culture and preservation of the
State's rich cultural heritage has reccived the due attention of the Government.
Scientific Tamil has been introduced in all categories of schools from LKG to
Class XI1 and students have been provided with textbooks on Scientific Tamil
free of cost. The ‘Annadhanam Scheme’, the brainchild of the Hon’ble Chief
Minister, has been a great success and has been hailf:d as a landmark
intervention in securing nutrition security for the poor. This Government has
evolved a new pension scheme whereby permanent employees of temples with
sufficient income will receive a pension of not less than Rs.750 per month
through the Employee Provident Fund Scheme. In respect of staff employed
in temples with low income including those due to retire yuthm the next ten
years, a separate pension scheme is being taken up for implementation by
setting up a Corpus Fund by pooling funds from surplus temples. These
employees will also receive a pension of Rs.750 per montl). An estimated
10,000 employees working in various temples in the State will benefit under

the scheme.

55. This Government values the contribution of dedicated emplgyees in
realizing the development goals for the benefit of the people of Tamnl.Nadu.
The enormity of the fiscal crisis that this Government had to contend with had
made it difficult to make payment of each instalment of Dearness Allowance
announced by the Government of India for its employees. With the strenuous
effort undertaken, this Government has set right the financial position and
ensured that the Deamess Allowance instalments are paid with progressively
less time lag. This Government has decided to increase the Deamess Allowance
for the State Government employees and pensioners from 67% of the Basic
Pay to 71% with effect from Ist January 2006. This involves an additional
cost of Rs.282 crores per annum. While ensuring that the Government
employees have a better quality of life so as to serve the people better, it is
also to be bome in mind that the benefits of proper fiscal management reach
the poor. It is this fine balance that this Government has successfully achieved.
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56. Hon'ble Memb [2006 gaweuht 17

- Hon'ble Members are well aware of the meas .
Govemment. to promote clean, participatory, ‘“mpare:?: n‘:‘.‘en by t'hu
governance in Tamil Nadu. I am also pleased to inform this H. responsive
Government has notified the constitution of the State Inf ;mouse th:;:s the
ormation Commission

and has also framed the relevant ry) ; .
Act, 2005. s 8s required under the Right to Information

57. 1 have outlined in detail the polici ;
Government. The State has marched forF:vard e\:it;ngspmah'::n es. of “.“s
unequalled accomplishments in all the sectors, The inspiring | v hlg}" i
caring governance of the Hon'ble Chief Minigter deservzs f'::l :;giha‘z Bﬂ(:

on.

conclude my address with the fervent X A .
excel in all fronts in the future as well.hope that Tamil Nadu will continue to

Vanakkam
Jai Hind
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