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b 11;f8i(')1rflli!:apcehhas been initiated already; it is going to be an Act
v;:aspi; Plice ‘:‘h; :‘,Parhamcm- It was there in place. When POTO
hiehest place‘ e overnment was not in a position to proteét the
Central Govemmee Czuntry_ It only reflects the inefficiency of the
protect the Parlian:‘“ ven when POTO was thete and it could not
What is the pu osee'n . What more protection you are going to have?
of extending Support 1o i o s Ordinance? What is the purpose
failure on the ::: rf to this Central Government? It was an utter
Tmt. Sonia Ga'taldhi0 hthel Government. For this, our beloved leader
Government: shouldshou d have asked the dismissal of the Central
because of i.ls inactionaav:daisnkeef(fi'i:il:l Central Government to resig
has extended the fullest support. She c\z;sot'l‘u:hgr::) :::rl:gt; ?: fﬂl‘:‘:::::

about what happened to th i
¢ Prime Minister :
erso and she was the first
?hat :.h:?e:,he ﬂhoor Of. the House, when it assembled next ?o state
er the decision the Government was going tc; take to

protect this country and the safety of the people, she would extend

full co-operation. This was th .
Leader-our Party Leader. © Mmessage given by the Opposition

(I pFev 12-45

Theretore, I request the H i ini
Pleas‘e reconsider the decisiono?(; S:};;f':r? ;,n(n)s;g ?: (:hthef 'Gov.ernmc.nt o
:eg::;i slodb; en:cted. It will be misused totally by s:m:n:;nl Wl;lCh.;:
once agaien rey the bett{r placed people against the wea: F pe thl
quest the Government to deeply look into thi:StOP:f)Ph-
rdinance.

Sir. 1 am fortunate that the Fj ;
. . ) nance Minister is
said that it is going to prune down the plan ou:‘lere. The Government
rupees to 5,200 crore rupees i.e. reduci 3y from 6,040 crore

crores. (The gong was sounded). Five mii:xguttéhsesll_):nn outlay by Rs.840

"~ Sir, I would like to re :
> . call my questio : .
. ni .
e question what are your sources of fum;‘s tthols House. When I raised

current account deficit was Rs.3,748 cr bridge your gap - The
] ore : .

rwas Rs.2,354 crores. Your total deficit wo:kaln:eyl({,: T6Cla§2|t:l expen(‘i:,t:re

-6, rores—When
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I asked the question what are your sOurces. the Hon. Finance Minster
said that internal debt would be Rs.2,268 crores and the Central
Government loan would be Rs.2,935 crores and the Public Account
amount would be Rs.1,408 crores, thus you will be mobilising an amount
of Rs.6,611 crores against your expenditure of Rs.6,102 crores projecting
a surplus of about Rs.510 crores.

Another thing. When you have gone to tax the State to an extent of
only Rs.135 crores—your tax proposal was Rs.135 crores—you were
kind enough to come before the House to seck the approval of the House.

Whereas, when you presented a mini budget where you have increased

the electricity charges, bus fares, uniform taxes and the savings in the

Government expenditure all put together mopped up to Rs.3.1 13 crores,
did not the Government consider it necessary to come before the House?
Why we were not taken into consideration at that particular situation?

We, the Congress Members in the House are supporting the Government
ernment to find ways. I am the last

the people. I am one person, only
gested to increase the bus fare by

on every issue, and it is for the Gov
person to say that you should not tax

one person in this House who has sug ' .
one naya paise per k.m. per passenger which would give you about

Rs.116 crores. If you apply this 116 crores you can buy 1000 bgses and
in the same way ! suggested electricity subsidy should be cur.tallcd and
in the same way | suggested food subsidy should be curtailed and I
would say I am the only person in the House to talk about the steps to
increase the resources mobilisation. Nobody talked about resources
mobilisation. I considered it my privilege t0 advise the Government.

On the contrary when you presented the mini budget to an extent of
about Rs.3,000 crores you did not care to take the members of the House
into confidence. I really do not know why such a situtation arose”

reasons, because you had to face the local

body elections. I feel that we were totally neglected in that particular
situation. We, the people, particularly in the Congress party are coming
out to support the Government, coming out to help raising the tax. How
else you can run the Government without the money? We agree that you
have to do this here, you have no alternative. That is the reason why 1

I know it is for political
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questioned the other day the Hon. Finance Minister in the House about

the sources? We had been kept totally in the dark. It is not the right way
of doing things.

Therefore, atleast in future, when we, the supporting people are here,

when we, the people who know a little bit of economics and how to rule
the State are hgrg. please take us into confidence in this House. You have
got a vast majority. If you want to do anything you can do it by voting.

Why you adopt a backdoor method to do this? It is my humble
submission before the Finance Minister, 1 hope and trust honestly that
the Hon. Chief Minister would be listening to my speech from her room.
I would like to have a reply on this particular matter when she comes

before the House as and when she feels convenient. Sir, another thing.
(The gong was sounded) [ will complete it, Sir.

In the 15 point programme [ a
at length at Nammakkal when t
Yron wleveurs P 2 ewray.
BV 26TUTS (B HS@GD ?
Heuisemens  Ga_RewrGpeir.

ppreciated very many things. I talked
he Hon. Finance Minister was there.
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. ] l .
Honourable Members of the Legislative Assembly

. . il

It gives me great pleasure to address the first se;zu::yo;gzi:gaﬂlo
Nadu Legislative Assembly for the year .2002' s, the distinguished
all of you for the New Year. This is my firstaddress 20 (8¢ & o 0 i
Members of this august House after 1 took ‘oveloﬁj warm welcome and
Nadu. I take this opportunity to thank you tor .yt‘on in the development
assure you of my unstinted support and co-operatt

and prosperity of the State.

in Tamil Nadu in the year %Ogl,dl
i ini adu

welcome Selvi J Jayalalithaa back as the ChlefdMn::vsvttel: c;:‘] ::T;sperity

and hope that the State will wimess.all-roun gr

under her able and dynamic leadership:

3. India is an ancient civilization with mty;aigs c:ll:;uz'i:;rlaszg\‘::gzsi'
and history. Despite the diversity, W¢ cann® the Indian Parliament
oneness that binds us as a nation. The attack on ive elements. was an
on December 13, 2001, by terrorist and subv?ssltwngly condemn the
assault on our sovereignty and natioh hood. felt sympathies of the
senseless act of violence and convey the heartle eronnel who laid
people of Tamil Nadu to the families of the security p This Government
down their lives in defence of the citadel of demotc rg(;yindia in the fight
will extend its full support to the (j,ovel""""mur to enact a national
against terrorism, especially in the endeavo
legislation for prevention of terrorism.

2. After all the turbulent events

4. The recent communal disturbances in .westem lndlal,epzr:i:‘i?illy
in Gujarat, have led to the loss of lives of mnOCt’-flt :Ie(:ip t inp me i:,n
women and children. While the people of Tamil Nadu lJ° o ndemn
condoling the death of our brothers and sisters, wle Stzotg?syState have
the perpetrators of this inhuman carnage- The people °
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al amity and brotherhood
& peace and tranquility. This
est priority to maintenance of

stood by the time-tested principles of commun
and assisted the Government in maintainin
Government will continue to give the high
law and order in the Siate.

5. It has been widely re

ported in the media that the LTTE has sought
the assistance of the Gove

rnment of India in negotiations with the Sri
as requested that the LTTE ideologue Anton

6. The recent unseason

al torrential rains in the coastal regions of
Thanjavur, Thiruvarur,

Nagapattinam, Pudukkottai and Cuddalore

. region. The Government of India has been
requested to provide additiona] relief urgently to ameliorate the sufferings
of the affected people.

7. A precarious situation is emerging whereby the agricultural lands
depending on the Cauvery irrigation System may be rendered dry since
Tamil Nadu is yet to get its share of water through periodical releases

as stipulated in the interim award of the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal. Honourable Members are

aware that this Government has
steadfastly been standing its ground o

n the Cauvery Water dispute. We
expect that the Central Government wil] take an impartia} view on this

. 221
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to 152 feet subsequently. W .
will be completed at the earliest wi
of Andhra Pradesh.

i i t to rejuvenating grass root

erae flflfi“mem of :lt‘lsls Cgl::::;ﬂ;;t has successfull_y. cc:lrzgggt::
demomcy' g t'he' Sta:C‘ all the three tiers of Panchayat Raj msId utions.
The s f.a“' e oo erative institutions in the State' cguvemment
oot e o o0 co-'d]i)ng administrative problems. Th¥s 0 crment
?Ondl:{Cted o t:r; \;:;’:l to hold elections to the co-operative ins
is taking necess
soon.

‘Krishna Water Scheme’
¢ that the 'Kris
: hofh the co-operation of the Government

i ini recommendations made b)_' Fhe
nd S Gove'mmemclz::i‘;:lizl:gfc:?ethe period 2002-(;:7 c%mé);n:;:s
S°°°“d_State v s from the State Government to hocauality s
mensres ot chourc'en their internal resources apq the ?m b o
measures for. lmprowVigded by them. e decnsxon'snons e
recomme ;:l:il:ngs \SirlT be announced and necessary provisi
::g:l?;ﬂtlhe budget for the next financial year.

ituti f democratic decentr.ahzatl.on_ is

. If' e C°n5tlf:;12l‘:;h:1;fsld;:: (t)o be giyen to iapa\cllt)l'3 :;i::,mi
- be' “hle‘fed, SP:CI uality of participation in our Loca Bodies. A
con rehensive lt e f‘c]n training the newly elected rc':pre_sebeing es for
Fompre'henswc P e s of decision making in Lc_>cal Bodies lxls b
lmpsr: ‘;:;gt :ll::yp;::e:ble to play their due role in the overa
up
of their areas.

i i in the devolution of
ied its fair share In ; -
. il Nadu has been denie sha nstitated by the
Centlr:nl Tfsg:s by successive Finance Comrrl’llTSI'?)t;isstC(:hat the Twelfth
Government of India. This Government Wi lational ! equitable
Finance Commission should adopt a morr r reater emphasis on
mechanism for devolution, whigh wo:r::nc:yachievement of various
ove y )
arameters such as tax effort, good g anc and infrastructure
li)ndicawrs like population control, per capita mci?E:du s not penalized
growth. The main aim will be to ensure that T‘amdevelopment.
for being more progressive in socio-economic



222 QevemrLiy

[2002 wmre 12
12. Honourable Members are well aware of the serious financial
crisis that was prevailing at the time this Government assumed office.
As a first step towards delineating the exte®t and causes of the problem,
the Government placed a 'White Paper on Tamil Nadu Government's
Finances' on the table of the House in the last Budget session. This was
followed by the constitution of a Staff and Expenditure Review
Commission and the announcement of a series of reform measures aimed
at cutting down non-plan expenditure of the Government.

13: These measures have not been sufficient to reverse the erosion
in fiscal health of the State, which has sharply deteriorated in the last
few years. The Central Government's decision to reduce the Share of
Ccntrgl Taxes by Rs.512 crores in the current year, at a time when the
State is reeling under a severe financial crisis, has come as a rude shock.
The fall in the growth of commercial tax collections of the State

Government in the current financial year, which is attributed to the
prevailing recession in the national economy,

manufacturing sector, has compounded our problem:
not peculiar to Tamil Nadu alone. The recession i
had its impact on the finances of other States als
number of States to cut down their Plan outlay d

especially in the
8. This problem is
n the economy has
o, thereby forcing a
rastically,

14. The Government had announced a Plan outlay of Rs.6040 crores
for the current financial year. Given the drastic reduction in the receipts
of the State Government, the aforesaid outlay can be achieved only by
mobilizing additional resources. This may not be a feasible option since
the current financial year would soon be coming to

: . 500 a close. Under these
circumstances and after considering all the o

) ptions available, this
Government has decided to prune the approved Plan

out i

Nadu for the year 2001-02 to a realistic level of Rs.SZOl(?yc:::e:amll

15. While taking necessary action to rectify

the Government will simultaneously pursue the agenda for development.

The Honourable Chief Minister, Selvi J Jayalalithaa hag announced her

commitment to make Tamil Nadu the best State in the country in every
sphere. "To provide opportunities for a heaithy and prod

\ uctive life for
all" will be the goal of this Government. This vision will be realised

the fiscal imbalance,
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through the implementation of the Chief Minister's 15-point programme
which will encompass the following:

evolution: Raising farm productivity in perpetuity:

(i) Evergreen R More crop per drop;

Saving every drop of rain;

(ii) Food Security: Physical, economic and social access to balanced

diets to every child, woman and man; |
tion of livestock, better veterinary

(iii) Livestock Security: Upgrada [mproving fish diversity and

care, Supplcmenting'farm income;
increasing fish density;

drinking water and adequate water for

. teupe fe .
(IV) Water Secunlty > d ecosystem maintenance;

agriculture, industry an | |
1 of all preventable discases 'mcl.udmg
table blindness and efadlcanon.of
vaccines are available; g:ductxon
d increase in avcragell;ﬁfe spla‘:x;

i ortality Rate (IMR), Mate.ma c:orta 13{
i:?:c::i?\d:)h;?: tixidencz of low birth v.vehxght fx?sltk:-;;{l/;
Adoption of a maternal and child care code; anut ahg; e
AIDS; Special attention to physically and mentally

children, women and men.

(vi) Livelihood Security: "Work for all." and transition ;‘r::: :::k:(l;tf
to skilled work; Integrated attemu?n to rural t:m- a orted by
farm employment as well as to mncro—cnterpnsels S“l:ip through
micro-credit; A New Deal to the sel,f-em%og'e v aﬁd
technology, training techno-infrastructure anc dom

external trade;

(v) Health Security: Contro
leprosy, tuberculosis, preven
diseases for which effective
in birth and death rates an

, . : o

(vii) Shelter Security: Promotion of housing activitics nc::i;gitr:::ater
harvest sun and rain so that solar energy capture and
harvesting become everybody's business;
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(viii) Ecological Security: Conservation and enhancement of life
support systems like land, water, forests, biodiversity, ocean

and the atmosphere; Recycling of solid and liquid wastes and

composting of all organic wastes; Safe disposal of hospital
wastes; Bio-environmental control of malaria;

(ix) Energy Security: Building sustainable energy systems with
concurrent attention to thermal, hydro, nuclear and renawable
forms of energy like wind, solar, biogas and biomass; Energy
self-sufficiency for the farm, industrial and domestic sectors;

(x) Infrastructure for Development: Provision of basic amenities
in rural and urban areas; Connectivity to all habitations with
population above 500; Bridging the rural-urban divide;

(xi) Literacy and Techniracy: Attention to quality improvement in
education ranging from the pre-school to University; Special
attention to the technological and skill empowerment of
ilkiterate or semi-literate women and men; Eradication of child
labour;

(xii) Folk, classical and modern arts, culture and drama: Generation
of awareness and appreciation of the cultura] heritage of Tamil
Nadu and revitalisation of cultural traditions, including the street
theatre;

(xiii) Gender Equity: Removal of gender bias, elimination of adverse
sex ratio, and support services to working women, taking into
account the multiple burden on a woman's day-to-day life;

(xiv) New Deal for the Oppressed Classes: Educational and economic
empowerment of the Adi-Dravidas, Scheduled Tribes, Backward
Classes, Most Backward Classes and Denotified Tribes;

(xv) Technological Leapfrogging: Promotion of vesearch and
development in frontier areas of science and technology like
bio-technology and information technology, co-ordination of
efforts between academic know how and field level do how.

-
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Lanching a movement for fostering greater public understanding
of science and promoting a new social contact bet\yeéll
scientists and society; providing equal attention to connectwAlty
and content in efforts to bridge the digital divide; including

. access to appropriate technologies in the basic minimum needs
programme.

The Chief Minister's 15-point programme outlined here w'ill be the
road map for this Government in the next four years. It will be the
endeavour of this Government to realise this vision by March 2006.

16. In order to rejuvenate the agricultural economy, this Govegnmgnt
will focus on increasing production and productivity by adopting
appropriate crop patterns, scientific nutrient and water mz.m‘a.gemem
techniques, modernization and expansion of irrigation facilities an‘d
effective marketing of farm products. I am happy to announce t}}at this
Government has already begun implementing its promise to reclaim vast
tracts of wasteland for agricultural use. A Watershed Qevelopment
Agency will implement this massive programme by.sourcm.g e.xtemal
funds. Development of 1,35,905 acres of wasteland in 10 districts has
already been taken up, which includes identifi.catlon of wa.steland.
preparation. of plans for each watershed and raismg of nurseries. The
thrust will be on increasing the ground water potential to enable better
irrigation and cultivation of crops, which can find profitable market:s.
Cultivation and marketing of medicinal plants and herbs and organic
farming will be encouraged in a big way.

17. A Wasteland Development Authority with Fhe Honourable' Chief
Minister as the chairperson has been constituted in order to decide on
policy and co-ordination aspects of different wasteland developmem
programmes under implementation. Similarly, the task of promotion of
agri-business and food processing has been entrusted to the Department‘
of Agricultural Marketing, which has been renamed as Department Qt
Agricultural Marketing and Agri-Business. I am happy to announce that
the first Agri-export Processing Zone in Tamil Nadu for cut ﬂowgrs
will soon be established at Hosur. Studies are also unde.rway for setlm'g
up similar Agri-export Processing Zones and Agri-Business Centres in
various districts of the State.

53-2—13
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18. Horticulture is slowly emerging as the growth engine of the
agr:cul(ural sector in recent years. This Government proposes to set up
a Mission for Horticulture Development in Tamil Nadu to give an

impetus to cultivation, processing for value addition, and marketing of

vegetables, fruits and flowers in the State. The mission mode would
involve integration of various aspects of horticulture development from
plantation to marketing with special emphasis on dry land horticulture,
conservation of water through drip irrigation and establishment of Agro-

econorx.xic and Export Processing Zones for post harvest storage and
marketing of horticultural produce.

19: Livestock Development will receive the special attention of the
Government so that this can play an important role in increasing the
supplementary income of rural households. Given the adverse effect of
Foot and Mouth Disease on cattle and its consequent economic impact
on farmers, it is proposed to inoculate all susceptible livestock in the
State against this coritagious viral disease. A new scheme for cattle and
buffalo breeding will be implemented during the Tenth Plan Period at
a cost of Rs.93 crores. In order to enhance the coverage of veterinary
care and breeding facilities of livestock and poultry, this Government

propo§es to source the services of unemployed veterinary graduates by
evolving suitable self-employment schemes. )

20. Tamil Nadu has a long coastline- with a large potential for
employment generation in the fisheries sector. The Government proposes
to set up a Fisheries Development Mission with the aim of giving 2
fillip to their production and export, by increasing the area coveragé
(marine and inland) in an environmentally sustainable manner. Special
attention Will be given to increasing offshore fish density in order t0
enhance the income of small marine fishermen. The Mission will explore
the possibilities of increasing inland fish production by evolving
innovative measures such as fisheries development in abandoned mines

and quarries, paddy-cum-fish farms, development of model fishing
_villages, etc.

21. Honourable Members are aware that the drinking water crisis in
Chennai city during 2001 was managed very successfully. This
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Government is keen to find a long-term solution to tl'1e recurr;nt PT:::::‘
of water shortage in the State by adopting a multi-pronged app .

* In order to achieve this objective, a massive programn;e folr1
rainwater harvesting has been launched. It will bg mandatory for aal
Government-owned buildings and those belonging to Ed“c'f‘)‘(;f‘“
institutions and Local Bodies, as also newly constructed private buildings,
to have necessary structures for recharging ground water.

* In order to ameliorate the water problems of Chennfu\;v t:xe
Government has already sanctioned the implemgntatlon of Chennal w:{:
Supply Augmentation Project 1 (Veeranam Project). The Che.m'nano Water
Supply Augmentation Project 11, which involves constructnc;n_ e
storage reservoirs and check dams across the Palar, Kotrz ancyhennai
Adayar rivers and deepening and desilting of tanks aroun )
will be taken up for implementation in 2002-2003.

* A new scheme, Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Sax}lya.tton Pr';)'):ﬁ
for Rural Areas, aimed at providing water supply anq sanitation facili xets‘
to rural areas of certain water deficient districts in the State,l at a
estimated cost of Rs.2300 crores, has been cleared by th.c I\Jmon Planning
Commission and posed to the World Bank for appraisal.

22. A massive project for desilting and deepem;lg gf aix‘cli e»ir(il;n%i
medium and minor irrigation tanks is being formu at’il Jlso include
implemented with external funding. This project Wi for raising the
construction of new check dams, percolation ponds etc'& do'r Kin fvat or
ground water table, which will cater to the uugat_'o“ba“ . ::into tgake up
needs of the people. The Central Goverpmem will Ge': Sgcheme' and in
the implementation of the "‘Peninsular River Water. (r; e Keidhna
the first phase to connect the rivers Mahgnadhl. ? a‘tf l’utiliza\ior’\
Pennar, Gundar, Cauvery and Vaigai. This will ensure mlw:ste into the
of water from the perennial rivers, which otherwise rutl\ . Tn oxder
sea and also give a boost to the rural economy in Tami of Tamnil Nadu
to develop the irrigation systems in the Southern dns.tncts !

the Government of India will be reguestec! to implement a project
connecting Pamba, Achankoil and Vaippar link.

i
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23. The Government has decided to formulate a comprehensive
Health Policy that would encourage private sector participation and
ensure that quality and affordable health services are made available to
all citizens. Absence of disease is the best indicator of improved health
status of the people. Specific attention will be given to improving the
infrastructure facilities in peripheral hospitals so as to prevent over-
crowding in city hospitals. Primary health care in urban areas will receive
special attention of the Government in the next financial year.

24. The Government will encourage private sector participation in
the development of alternative systems of medicine like Ayurveda,
Siddha, Unani, Acupuncture therapy, etc. Existing infrastructure for
alternative systems of medicine will be strengthened in the districts and
new infrastructure will be created wherever they do not exist.

25. The programme of this Government to construct Integrated
Sanitary Complexes for women has been well received within and outside
the State. Thrust will be given to the construction and maintenance of
pay and use Integrated Sanitary Complexes in Chennai and other urban
areas with external assistance and private sector participation. A new
scheme for providing underground drainage system in major urban areas
and important centres will be taken up for implementation.

26. Infrastructure development and poverty alleviation will be the
thrust areas for the Government in the year 2002-2003. It is an accepted
fact that quality infrastructure accelerates the growth of agricultural and
industrial sectors, which in turn leads to creation of gainful employment

for the people. In order to ensure that the poor and the deprived sections/

of our society are not left behind, this Government will retain its primary
and direct role in alleviation of poverty, especially in the rural areas.

The goal of this Government is to ensure that there is no family below
the poverty line beyond March 2006. .

27. Provision of adequate infrastructure in the rural areas has a
multiplier effect in transforming the quality of rural life and economy.
Rural development will therefore continue to be one of the highest
priorities of the Government. Due attention will be paid to agro-industries
in rural areas in the small and cottage sectors to ensure value addition
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to agricultural produce. This will assure renluneratiYe returns to farmers
and also provide employment opportunities to agricultural labourers.

28. Increasing accessibility and connectivity within and among l:ru:ﬂ
areas is an important pre-requisite for rural‘ Qevelopmen't. llls
Government will strive to provide total connectivity by forming all-
weather roads in all rural habitations with a population of more than
five hundred people by 2004.

29. 'Poverty alleviation' is not just about providing sub51§tenc§
income, food, clothing and shelter to those below thg poverty line. ‘
means and includes provision of opportunities for gainful emplq)hzn:er:v
in the agricultural, manufacturing and service sectors to those ihon
the poverty line. This Government will endeavour' to s.strengsec’f
employment opportunities in the non-farm sector especially in area f
handlooms, handicrafts, sericulture development and other .rltll.ra
industries. The rural artisan groups will be _protected froml de-s:‘;it:r;ﬁ
through constant efforts at improving their skill le'vels and v; uet awill o
to their products. Avenues for aggressive marketing of pro utcl:1 s e
encouraged to ensure decent returns to those employed :in. tl;e state'
In order to give a boost to export of products m'anu'facture in .
Export Guidance Cells will be set up at the district level.

30. All efforts will be made to modernize the ?gﬂcult?ﬂ?li
manufacturing and service sectors so that the.y generate ga:; liln
employment and increase self-employment po.tentlal for the youth
rural and urban areas. At least one focal agro-mcjlgstry based echon;lc
activity, which has the potential for sust.ainabxlxty anc.l CaPahc“S; t}(:;
generating employment opportunities, will be nurtured in each o
385 blocks of the State.

31. This Government has kept its ele_ction promise of remstam\lg
price and purchase preference hitherto epjoyed by the sma_\ll-ls;;_]e
industries in Government procurements, Wh‘ch was w_lthdraw'n in ki k.
The Government firmly believes that this decnann will proytde a kick-
start to the revival of the flagging small industries sector in the State.
While the Government will surely do what it can to 'creatthz the necessary
conducive environment for growth of industries in this sector, 1t is
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:?Zel:)abt;‘lliez :iztn o:;dentreprepgurs realize the high stakes in this new era

o ation houcon?petmon. The SSI units will have to take stepS

technology au err S¢ In order by adoption of suitable cost effective
enhancing product competitiveness in the market.

of \jlfi.cl;ral?:;l lT::(aiu b;)asts of tremendous intellectual potential, much

Projects to pp_e A r?ew Department of Special Initiatives and

Process innovative schemes that emanate from different

S i : i
(;urces will be created and wil function under the direct supervision
of the Honourable Chief Minister.

the i;fg‘;e'rf:r:emment is very concerned about the implications of
the economb . V;l’;‘t:) on the primary, sgcondary and tertiary sectors of
of trade lib);.ral' . Cell will be copstltuted to study the ramifications
agriol 1zation under the aegis of the WTO, especially on the
cb ulture and textile sectors and small-scale industries. This Cell
ozm:r::s;z%i l:l’:PenSbfl'om trade, agriculture and academic institutions will,
advantages fl'(:mswasns.. evolve strategies for getting the maximum
of trade and m WTO in terms.of exports and increase in the volume

commerce. We will ensure that the Union Government
consults all States while taking decisions based on WTQ-bindings SO
that we can harness our comparative advantages and also protect the
vital interests of our farmers and entrepreneurs.

o 3‘:*" Increased power generation is an essential factor for continued
growth and development of industry, commerce and agriculture.
Honourable Members are well aware of the concern of this Government
over the poor financial position of the TNEB. A Memorandum of

Understanding has been signed between the State Government and the

Government of Indi .
ndia on major reforms in the power sector on
9-1-2002. Necessar P

Y steps are being taken to activate the State Electricity
Regulatory Commission.

are:ihTh: p}‘blic transport network is another crucial jnfrastructure
Govern ich will receive high priority attention of the Government. The
ment proposes to go in for a phased privatization of select routes,

'y . .
services and operations in the bus-transport sector. The proposed
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comprehensive restructuring of the cash-stra
private sector participation will encourage
efficiency in the public transport system.

pped STUs coupled with
healthy competition and

36. Tamil Nadu has been pleading for early implementation of the
Sethu Samudram Project for a long time. W'e urge the (?entral
Government to expedite the implememation of this project, “(hlgh can
make a major differencg to the development of the Southern districts of

Tamil Nadu.

37. The challenge of achieving the goal of free and .universal prlmz.lry
education still remains a distant dream. In order to achlevg the objective
"Elementary Education for all', this Government is dete.rmmed to en;ur'e
100 percent enrolment of all children by the end of 2003 an;dﬂtd eir
retention till they complete 14 years of age. Schemes to enable children
in habitations without schools within a range of 1-km to have access to

education will be implemented.

has decided to start Institutionalized Vocational

38. The Government to the needs of those boys

Training Schools in every district to cater U
and girls from families below the poverty lme? vyho need tp b(ei taught
skills for gainful employment. These schogls will impart bgsnc education
and intensive vocational training in agncultul"e, gardenmg, r?as.c;pfy‘
carpentry, plumbing, electrical worl s etc. Boarding and lodging facilities

and clothing will be made availabie t0 these children.

39. "A healthy mind in a hcolthy body” should be the underlying
theme of all educational schemes owards th1§‘ a new scheme called
the Young Talent Scheme will be introduced in a}l high schools an'd
higher secondary schools from th: next acuderync year. Undgr th.ls
scheme, at least one extra-curricular acnvity, phys-:al. or academ.nc, will
be made compulsory. In addition, cvery cchool will be required to
develop proficiency in at least one sporting acuvity. Annual sporting
competitions will be organized to spot young talent.

f transferring teachers through

has eliminated corruption.
this scheme. which has been

40. The transparent method o
counselling adopted by this Government
Tamil Nadu is the first State to implement
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well received by the teaching community and has won acclaim
throughout the country. While continuing this policy. the Government
will also undertake redeployment of surplus teachers to the needy areas.

41. This Government has vowed to make Tamil Nadu one of the
most favoured tourist destinations in India. Apart from substantially
Increasing the allocation for the sector in the current year's budget,
fiecessary steps are also being taken to solicit private sector participation
In tourism promotion activities. Master Plans for providing
infrastructural facilities of international standards in Mahabalipuram and
Kanyakumari are being prepared. It shall be our endeavour to promote
Village tourism' among domestic and foreign tourists in order t0
popularize the rich cultural heritage of our State.

‘ 42. Just as the Statue of Liberty symbolizes the spirit of American
freedom and democracy. a "Garden of Peace" with a statue symbolizing
communal, religious and cultural harmony, will be established on the
outskirts of Chennai city. This complex will house a huge convention
hall, a large meditation hall with symbols of all religions, a library and
a bpokstore devoted exclusively to books relating to different religions
This project will be made a living embodiment of universal peace and
a tourist spot patronized by Indians and foreigners alike.

43.4The river Cooum in Chennai. which is today nothing more than
2 massive open drain, requires to be dredged, de-silted and made free
flowing. A Comprehensive scheme will be drawn up to make 1t @

serviceable inland waterway devoid of pollutants, with nurseries and
gardens on the banks.

44. This Government is committed to increasing the use of Tamil
tn day-to-day administration. We will continue to voice our support
for the two-language policy of Tamil and English formulated by
Perarignar Anna. Every school in the State will be required to ensure
that Tamil is taught as a subject in the curriculum.

45. An "'Annadhaanam" scheme to provide a free mid-day meal to
devotees will be started in select temples with donor participation. A
separate hundi will be kept in these temples for inviting contributions
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from the devotees. To start with, this programme will be initiated “(Ijlth
temple funds. All these temples will also organize classe§ every Slu(r; ay
for at least one hour to impart spiritual and moral education to children.

46. Honourable Members are aware that Women's Day wa's
celebrated yesterday the world over. In order to giye a thrust to women's
education and research in women-related issues, it is proposed to afﬂ]xat'e
all women's colleges in the region with Mother 'Teresa Women's
University at Kodaikanal. Necessary infrastructure will also be created
at the University in the next two years.

47. This Government is keen to involve women in a major way in
the formulation of all developmental programmes so that they not only
make a significant contribution but also reap the peneflts from these.
schemes. As promised, necessary orders for reserving 33 percent seats
for women in all statutory and non-statutory committees of th.e 'State
Government have been issued. A massive programme for training 5
lakh women entrepreneurs in various avocations of self-employment ov?r
a period of five years is being implemented. As a fol!ow up, Women's
self-employment schemes will be implemented extensively in the Stzgtel
to secure their economic empowerment. This will mclude.f"lpancm
assistance through credit institutions, technical-aid and facilities for
marketing their products.

48. Special attention will be paid to the welfare of ‘the othe(;
vulnerable sections of our society such as children, [h.e physically attllx
mentally challenged and the aged. The Government will endco?jr.agle)lede
private sector to set up orphanages, horqes for the age 1(’1 o ide;
destitute and night shelters for street children and wou kcons o
providing land free of cost to those who come forward to take up

schemé on a non-profit basis.

49. This Government realizes its primary role fn empowe.rmenthand
development of the depressed sections of our spcnety, especn:ll():llt osse
belonging to the scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Backwar ( asse |i
Most Backward Classes and Denotified Tribes. ‘Concerted action wi
be taken for the welfare of people belonging to these cgmmunltles in
the fields of education, economic upliftment and provision of basic
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amenities. Preference will also be given to these disadvantaged sections
in the provision of opportunities for self-employment. It is a matter of
ureat saustaction that the new scheme for providing free bicycles to
Adi-Dravida and Scheduled Tribe girl students studying in plus one and
plus two classes in Government schools has been well received by the
people.  This scheme will be continued in the next year.

50. A new University, which will focus on the economic and social
upliftment of oppressed classes, including Adi-Dravidas, Scheduled
Tribes, Backward Classes, Most Backward Classes and Denotified Tribes,
will be set up at Vellore. Named after the great Tamil savant

Thiruvalluvar, this University will be a unique and pioneering effort at
social transformation.

51. The New Industrial Policy, which will be announced in the
budget session, will focus on attracting foreign and domestic private
nvestments through adoption of transparent and entrepreneur friendly
policies. The textile industry, which is an important source of
employment, will be given an impetus by evolving appropriate forward
and backward linkages comprising increased productivity of cotton and
technology upgradation in textile processing.

52. Considering the fact that biotechnology is emerging as a frontier
area in the field of science, fresh impetus and focus will be given to
this field by the Government. Investments from leading companies in
life sciences and biotechnology will be invited and conditions conducive
for such investments will be created for improving the health status of
the people.

53. In today's world. information has become a crucial input in all
aspects of generation of wealth and employment. Information technology
by itself and through its enabled services has become an engine of
economic growth, the world over. The aim of this Government is to
give renewed thrust to the development of IT and-IT-enabled services
in order to ensure that Tamil Nadu achieves a pre-eminent position in
the country. To achieve this end, the Government's IT-policy would
include the following:—
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a) Generation of employment opportunities and \ycalth through cal;
centers, software and hardware development in urbgn areas emd
through the IT-enabled services for thosg livmg‘ in rural alnd
semi-urban areas. Thrust will be on ensuring qual'lty 1T-enab e.
services through primary co-operative societies 11 rural areas.

b) Co-ordination with all Government dcpartment./ agencies t(;r
sectoral and cross sectoral induction and use of IT in governance.

¢) Co-ordination and networking with agriculture, trade and
industrial sectors to promote all-round growth and

d) Identification of core areas for further resgafch fand development
in this sector through public-private participation.

54. Keeping in mind the old adage "J‘,‘Sﬁce d.ela.y?d ts Justice
denicd”, this Government will work along with the judiciary to ens;l"e
speedy and quality disposal of cases. The Tamil Nadu Goverm‘?c':nt. a,s
constituted 49 Fast Track Courts and they have all startec? functioning.
These institutions are being provided with necessary mfrastruclturcz
including staff that will help to considerably re_duce the nu‘mbgr of otl;i;
pending cases in the District Courts and provide speedy justice to
people.

55. Giving the high expectations of the people, this Government
has an onerous task on hand. On the economic front, the Gov.exlrnmept
is placed in an unenviable position of having to take ha'rd decisions in
the best interests of the State. This will include cutt.mg down non-
productive expenditure, targeting of subsidies. to benefit the‘ pootr glnd
the needy, making public sector undertakings more accodunla.'e.
disinvesting in units for better deployment of these resources and ¢ osmg‘
down institutions which have proved to be a drage on the tax payers
money. The Government will like to send out a clea.r message to all
the financial institutions that it will shed its non-reformist image created
in the last few years and 'put the finances of the State Government back
on the rails with minimum adverse impact on the poor.
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56. The State Government will be signing a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Government of India on a Medium Term Fiscal
Reform Programme to access funds from the Fiscal Reforms Facility
set up by the Central Government, based on the recommendations of
the Eleventh Finance Commission. If the reform programme is to
succeed. the Government of India will have to support the States
adequately. In the spirit of true federalism, the Union Government
should come forward to share more revenues with the States which are
starved of funds. We will urge the Central Government to amend the
Constitution and allow the States to tax the services sector.

57. This Government recognises the invaluable contribution of the
Government servants, including teachers, in the development of the State.
I 'am happy to place on record my appreciation of the understanding
shown by them in managing the present financial crisis.

58. With a view to reducing expenditure and improving
administrative efficiency; this Government has decided to merge Ariyalur
district with Perambalur district. The headquarters of the enlarged
Perambalur district will be at Perambalur. However, some important
District level offices will be located at Ariyalur.

59. E-governance is being implemented in many departments of the
Government, like Registration, Revenue, Transport, etc. This will be
extended to include all other departments. Video conferencing facility
will be made available in all districts and used extensively in
administration.  Advisory Councils for key Departments such as
agriculture, industry, education, social welfare etc., will be constituted
comprising eminent experts from the private sector, citizen groups and
NGO’s to appraise existing Government programmes, suggest new
policies and suitable changes on a regular basis.

60. In order to accelerate implementation of all major Government
schemes at the district level. it has been decided to appoint Secretaries
to Government as Monitoring Officers. Each Secretary will be assigned
one district. In addition, a Minister will be assigned to one or more
districts to provide leadership in respect of these programmes.
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61. I have outlined the policy direction that this Government
proposes to take during the course of the year in thjs addre‘ss to you.
The people have reposed their confidence in you, while electing you as
their representative in this August Assembly. 1 am sure that your
deliberations in the House will undoubtedly facilitate thg Govemmgm
to properly plan and take necessary steps for accelerating the s‘ocxo-
economic development of the State.

Vanakkam
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wR I Pp @ FL Sugensy 2minietisGen,

2002 gyb Yyevwrig paresr SAPET® FL 1 11 Gureneusier (LPSe) Ll L S
OF LS i) 2 digaflen L Gu .60 7 Wi HY ey F ev 15T &7
GlLibloBpsFuenL_GODetT. 2 MG MTUBGGL 6T 2 arbaeilibd
LSTETR uTpsSIssers GFMNelggsCsTarECper. SWBPETL®
2A@ppTTS Brer GuriiGupn UInGe, @Qelar @i pSSeT
Gupenod@fu e piferiaeflon._Gu  BI6T YHMID (PG 2.EOTWITSLD.
2 I GiT & aofl ey et augCaum NG T &7 & Bewr Plewus &
CzfaliggisCeraraGar®. @ wiHans@ar aearTs@sEn werSSnEGLD
st GumsTaNn Qg TUGUTSILD 2aI® CTETLSULD
2 FNILGSS almbySCpetr.

202000 oup ety SAPETL g gpu L. Qarsgefliiimer
Bagpaysensgl Gear BSav@u psoaurTs apgerer Geaal
Gy Qgueuadsr sjauisamer arGapRGDET. SauBmL L SDEOLOWTET,
2. DIFPTET FemeveniouflestSip @b wrlevb TLVT GUGHGUIGULD GUGT(LPLD
povptls GumyGhoast  BLoyEGper.

3 W BTE, UVSTLUUL L LIGTUT(R&ENT, Quomifiger  LommILD
aureuTnes GeTenre . 10s5 GBTeTeno aTdifs BT TELd. HoiblenGus
ueGayy Gaumyienioser QNBELLIGILD, HTH Hevaralmo @Gy BHTL 16T
sTairgd 2 erGaun(®, RETDILIL LG (BLIUIDS TQU(BLD LODIGS @uieun gl
2001 y4b YW@ QgFLUT Frser 13 b prearerg @QHHW
BT_T@HOGTDSBGT (Bg) LIIMSTUTHSGTTEND, Ijifley F&EBSemTEILD
BL-SSULL L STESS, BLG @leopwiranans Waid CoPwgPer bgid
BL-SSLLIL L. STESSOTSLD. @YbS NTSSLHD aei(perps GFwenev
BTG GUGTEILOWITSS FEUITLY LILIGI 65T, GBI STBTILISS CHTL oL eouitl
UTHSTUURS FOULD susear Qluiauiens Fbs pmug LITgamULL
uenilumerisefie  GSHDLINS@REGS SUOPHTL®  woaaher YpHS
Qrrmamenn Cgfalsgs@eTar@lper. LWUMSTUTSSBDG THITS,
(SDILNIT S, LILIBIFTCUT SEHMBS HOLIISHHRTS LOGSBUI YT CaFuwss FLi_Lb
QGTenD QDD (LPUDPSS QUTSH SIS YL YSTDar yefdiELD.

+ yamenouicy QiGuimralsr GupGl LGBWs GALLTE GgITS
wrilug@®ev gpul.L swarsPed yuuTal wéser, WPSHWLOTSE
e aEpd GLIMSHEHD ShFer [@eirenulenr @uosa  Criibad.
poperw sGarsy, FCGsrsfacfion 2 ullfpliyses SPFTL B
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WES@D_GIT Bregd eTeTEIL I YPBS FTESDVS G?g/ﬂmﬂjggjq
Qarar@Cpeir. walgs saT@wLWHD QGUUEGSTEVESS
STTRTLOTGTaUIT ST [BTEIGST QUGTEDLOWLITES Fatig SEGDTLD. GUb LOTHE
WESET THEETVSGHGGW QuUTBIGIL OGsTaranssarTar FUps
Bvaiamrssgamauyn FOSTETHEIVSMBUD S 1QFHTEE QBUSIL-CT,
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QT rihg SiwemRlery auBReTpewT. Qb wrBlevsFev FL b~
sl ugTwfuuBe Bs ewfu peargyfewew @ s
QBT g SyeNsid.

5 el@gmeuls edsar, Wfenisn sFsLe CUEGMTTSMS B
QBB P o gallenws Carhuyerergraeyn, alBSameuLs qa&?aaﬂa'r
Qamairans O EST HETL_GIT LITLEBSUPLD SjeuHenL i wrsmmmﬂ':qu.)
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