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Honourable Members of the Legislative Assembly,

It gives me great pleasure t0 address the first session of the newly

constituted Twelfth Legislative Assembly of the State. I congratulate all the
newly elected members of this august Assembly and wish them all well in their
services for the welfare of the people. I must place on record my sincere

compliments to the people of Tamilnadu, who have kept up the healthy democratic

traditions of the State by exercising their franchise in a free and fair manner.

2. The recent elections to the State Legislative Assembly have been historic
in more than one sense. The decisive mandate given by the people of Tamilnadu
to the All india Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam is most spectacular and
without a parallel in the history of the State. These elections demonstrated the
unshakeable faith of the people of Tamilnadu in the AIADMK and particularly
its leader, the Honourable Chief Minister. (Thumping of Desks) '

3. The elections to the Legislative Assembly witnessed the use of Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs) for the first time throughout the State. There were
many cases of delay in commencement of polling due to malfunctioning of
machines. Many developed countries like the United States of America and
Japan have earlier experimented using EVM:s but have now reverted back to the
paper ballot. This Government 0pposes the use of EVMs and would take up this
matter with the Election Commission of India. More than one crore eligible
voters were prevented from exercising their franchise despite having valid photo-
identity cards due to the deletion of their names from the voter lists. This
Govemnment will also take up this issue with the Election Commission and arrange

to rectify the anomalies before the ensuing polls to local bodies.
4. This Government is conscious of the fact that the state bureaucracy and

police stand demoralized. This Government is committed to restoring the morale
and pride of the Indian Administrative Service, the Indian Police Service and

other services of the State.
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8. Members of this august Assembly are aware that Tamilnadu has been
denied its due share in devolution of funds by successive Finance Commissions.
This Government will urge the Government of India that it should not abdicate
its vital rolc in augmenting the financial resources of progressive States.

9. Agriculture being the mainstay of the rural economy, special emphasis
will be given towards popularizing modern irrigation systems, scientific water .
management methods and agricultural practices for increasing production and
productivity. A new State Agriculture Policy aimed at achieving optimal land
use, reclamation of wastelands for agricultural purposes, improvement of soil
health, development of dry land agriculture, horticulture, floriculture, pisciculture,
post-harvest management, strengthening of research and extension etc. will be
formulated. A comprehensive programme for training farmers and others in
rainwater harvesting methods will be implemented to deal with the ncar-perpetual
scarcity of water for irrigation purposes.

10. The concept of Uzhavar Sandhai has proved to be a failure because the
intended benefits are neither reaching the farmers nor the consumers. This
Government proposes to close down the non-functional Uzhavar Sandhais and
take steps to give an impetus to the local fairs functioning in Tamilnadu for ages
(Thumping of Desks) through a*Village Fairs Development $cheme” and develop
them as agricultural produce marketing centres.

11. Livestock plays an important role in influencing the rural household
income. This Government proposes to implement a plan based on
recommendations of experts for improving the population mix of our milch cattle.
A special plan will be prepared for encouraging farmers to run hybrid sheep
farms, aquaculture farms and poultry units as additional avocations for generating
supplementary income.

12. This Government will strive to meet the increasing demand for housing
in the State. “A house for each family” is an important aim of the Government
and to achieve this objective, an “Expeditious House-site Allotment Scheme™
will be formulated.

13. Tamilnadu is reeling under severe heat wave conditions and wafer
scarcity is posing insurmountable problems for the people. This Government

53-292—18
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16. The State Government has been incurring a huge food subsidy bill
for the public distribution system which is plagued with corruption and
other malpractices. This Government will accord high priority to revampipg -
and restructuring the public distribution system for making it beneficiary-
oriented and devoid of leakages. Smuggling of PDS commodities will be put
down with an iron hand. Defects noticed in distribution of family cards will
be rectified. This Government will strive to ensure that the quality and
supply of all essential commodities are maintaincd. The Civil Supplies
Corporation and cooperative institutions engaged in distribution of essential
commodities will be computerized enabling e-governance in procurement,
marketing and financial management.

17. This Government will take steps to ensure that Tamilnadu becomes
the most industrialized State in the country. An expert committee will be
constituted to undertake a study for setting up new industries. A new
industrial policy with the aim of attracting investments and generating
employment will be formulated. Steps will be taken to promote a “Tamil
N.R.I Consortium” comprising Tamils living all over the world, for promoting
foreign investments and technology transfers to the State.

18. Adequate infrastructure is an important pre-requisite for sustaining
the pace of industrialization. This Government will urge the Central
Government for providing more funds for the maintenance of national
highways. The State Government will also explore the possibilities of funding
upgradation and maintenance of state highways, rural roads and bridges
through international agencies. Similarly, the state of the transport sector
will be reviewed with a view to providing affordable and better facilities for
movement of people and goods.

19. This Government recognizes the imperative of spearheading an
IT-revolution for increasing employment opportunities, enhancing the
earning capacity of the people and transforming governance in the State.
Steps will be taken for improving the IT networking infrastructure by
cmploying fibre-optic technology. This Government envisions an important
role to be played by private entrepreneurs in linking the rural and urban
areas through the Internct. Satellite Earth Stations will be set up in different -
districts for providing access 10 export markets to entrepreneurs engaged
in computer software production.

53-292—15a ..
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an appropriate educational methodology of teaching which will promote self-
learning will be evolved and all the primary school teachers will be trained within
aperiod of three years. It is proposcd to allow parents of children to play a major
role in construction, maintenance and running of schools through Empowered
Peoples’ Committees. The student-tcacher ratio in schools will be rationalized
and cfforts made to provide one teacher for every class. All High schools in rural
areas will be upgraded into Higher Sccondary schools in a phased manner.
Reservation for rural students in technical institutions and professional colleges
will be enhanced from 15 percent to 25 percent. (Thumping of Desks) This
Government will also provide a free bicycle to all girl students (Thumping of
Desks) belonging to the Adi-Dravidar and the Scheduled Tribe communitics
studying in classes efeven and twelve. A scheme for providing free education
upto post graduatc level in Government colleges for Adi-Dravidar and Scheduled
Tribe girl students will be implemented. (Thumping of Desks) All engineering
colleges in Tamilnadu will be affiliated to a Technology University proposed to
be set up. Transparent and clear transfer guidelines will be evolved for the
benefit of the teaching community. For our academic institutions to become
centres of excellence facilitating all round development of our children, it is
necessary that the schools, colleges and universities have adequate resources.
This Government will explore the possibilities of internal generation of resources
for improving educational infrastructure.

24. Women, children, disabled and the aged constitute the most vulnerable
sections of our society. The problems of these sections wifl merit special attention
of the Government. Measures will be undertaken to enact a law cnabling 33
percent reservation for women in employment opportunities and in Parliament
and State Legislatures. Development councils for upliftment of economicatly
weaker women will be constituted in villages for mobilizing credit facilitics and
enabling financial empowerment. A massive scheme for training five lakh women
in entrepreneurial skills for self-employment will be launched. (Thumping of
Desks) The number of All Women Police Stations will be increased in ordef to
instill a sense of security amongst women. This Government will come down
heavily on ilticit liquor trafficking, which contributes to the miseries of poor
houscholds and particularly women.

25. The last five years have witnessed a steady degeneration of nutn‘tioug
noon-meal centres. The Puratchi Thalaivar M.G.R Nutritious Meal Programme
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will also urge the Central Government to redeem the Kacha Theevu island
and restore the fishing rights of our people. (Thumping of Desks)

30. The handloom industry in Tamilnadu is in a bad shape and the
Government will examine the causes of sickness in spinning mills and take
appropriate remedial measures. (Thumping of Desks)

31. This Government proposes to give a fillip to the tourism industry in
the State. A comprehensive tourism development plan will be prepared aimed
at increasing opportunitics for cmployment, development of local handicrafts
and increasing revenues to the State.

32. An independent and autonomous judiciary is the cornerstonc of
our democratic polity. Suitable action for speedy disposal of pending cases
will be taken after identifying the administrative and other nceds of the
judiciary in consuitation with the Honourable Chief Justice of the Madras
High Court.

33. Temples in Tamilnadu reflect the ancient culture, civilization, art
and life style of the people. This Government proposcs to take effective
steps to ensure proper administration of temples. (Thumping of Desks)

34. This Government will implement the two-language poli /y of Tamil
and English formulated and implemented by Perarignar Anna. Action will
be taken to increase the use of Tamil in administration. Steps will be taken
to protect and develop the artistic ethos of Tamilnadu. (Thumping of

Desks)

15. Government employees constitute the bedrock of any
administrative set up. This Government will be sympathetic to the genuine
gricvances of its employees and take steps to examine issues relating to
their welfare and conditions of service. To facilitate this, a scheme will be
impiemented to enable the representatives of Government employees,
teachers and employees in other sectors to meet the Heads of Departments
in districts and at State level to periodically represent and find solutions to
their problems. Action will be taken to improve avenues for training,
sensitization and the working environment of employees 50 as to usher in

an era of quality governance.
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vigorous implementation of poticies,
ictto the most dynamic and prosperous State
I trust that the debate that will fotfow will enhancet
for ensuring the prosperity of the people.

we shalf be abic to transform ‘Tamilnadu
in the country. (Thumping of Desks)
he vision of this Government

42. 1 convey my best wishes for achieving the challenging tasks ahead.
Vanakkam (Thumping of Desks)
Jai Hind.
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