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(8) Is there any proposal to introduce buses by the Karnataka angd
Tamil Nadu Governments On reciprocal basis in the below mentioned
routes?

(1) Hosur to Bangalore via Peddanellore-Kagganur-Sanhpura.
Bangalore.

(it) Hosur to Hosakota via Bangalore Chikkathirupathi-Hosakota.
(b) If so. when they will be implemented?
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rable Members of the Legistative Assembly,

| have great pleasure in addressing you at the commencement of the
first session of the Tamil Nsdu Legistative Assembly in the first year of
the new millennium. { extend my warm greetings to alf of you.

2. The unvelling
Thiruvaliuvar at the Cape of

Honou

of the gigantic, 133 feet high statue of Ayyan
Kanyakumari by our Chief Minister Kalaignar
Karunanidhi, t the dawn of the new milennium, has enhanced the
worldwide fame of the great philosopher and the author of the Tamil
scripture Thirukkural. The teachings of Thiruvalluvar guide us like a beacon
in striving further for safeguarding the peopie’s well-Deing.

3. When the Constitution of India is reviewed, this Government will
urge that it should provide greater autonomy with more powers for the
States and 8 federal set-up at the Centre, in order to ensure that the
unity, integrity and secularism of india are strengthened and firmly
established and the rights of the minorities continue to be protected.

4. The language policy advocated by this Government is that all the
official languages of the States must be made the official languages of
the Central Govemment. | hope thatthe Constitution Review Commission

wilt accept this view.

5. This Government will continue to urge the Central Government that,
as a first step, Tamil, the most ancient in the family of Dravidian languages,
and a distinguished language with a rich literary tradition and grammar

ba made one of the official languages of the Centre.
6. This is the right occasion for all of’ us to remember and acclaim the
prave patriotism displayed by the indian soldiers in the Kargil war. | feel

proud to inform this august House that Tamil Nedu could contribute
Rs. 50 crores to the National Defence Fund, thanks to the large
neartedness of the people of T amil Nadu who voluntarily came forward
in targe numbers 1o donate liberally.to the Kargil Defence Persannet Relief

538627 .
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11. The Eleventh
submitted its interim re,

Finance Commission constituted in 1998 has
port to the Government of India recently and is
expected to submit its final report before the end of June this year. When
the Eleventh Finance Commission visited Chennai, this Govemment had
urged the Commission to recommend devolution of additional funds from
the Centre to progressive States like Tamil Nadu. We are hopefut that
the Commission would have accepted our request and recommended

increased devolution of funds to Tamil Nadu.

12. This Govemment continues to emphasise the devolution of 29%
of gross tax receipts of the Central Govemment to the States. We expect
the Central Government to remove the confusion that had arisen inthe
matter and pass the Constitutional amendment for this purposé during

the current session of the Parliament.

13. This Government has continued to maintain its record of achieving
the State Plan outlay. During 1998-99, the approved outlay of Rs.4,500
crores was fully achieved. This year again, despite resource constraints,
we will achieve the approved Plan outlay of Rs.5250 crores. The Plan
schemes will be implemented equally well with a larger outlay next year.

14. The Govemment gives the highest priority to the maintenance of
jaw and order. With the sustained efforts made by this Government to

d the effective and firm steps

maintain caste and communal harmony an
taken against miscreants and with the unstinted support extended by the
ple, the Government has ensured peace and tranquillity throughout
e General Elections to the Lok Sabha

the State. The peaceful conduct of th

Jast yearis @ testimony to the tranquillity in the State. The Government s

aware of the need to remove socio-economic disparities to maintain Tamil
This Government has created a

Nadu as a land of peace and harmony.
new department called Social Reforms department in October last year

for formulating sultable policies for bringing about social renaissance and

usheringina rational society.

15. Though the North-East Monsoon this year has been less than
pormal in many parts of the State, the districts of Thiruchirappalli,
Pudukkottal, Thanjavur, Thiruvarur, Nagapattinam, Karur and Perambalur
suffered flood damages due to heavy rains. However, due to advance
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preparatory me .
Ty measures like desilting, heavy loss of human life and catt
an e

andda
mages to properties were averted. The Gov
. ernment has

Rs.32.25 ¢ro
-¢J Crares 1o these distri
and repairing the demaged rc::;: for undertaking fiood retief measures

16. This Gov
" ernment |

commodities. T s closely monitorin ,
generally stab!ehg prices of essential commgdm:,p‘m of essential
rice was earlier is: nng the last year. in the Public D ‘: the State were
17 kgs. This has n;’:«dbat Rs.2 per kg for 3 kgs and at g;b;‘ l;on System.
rice is being issued at ;enlchanged and the entire Quant'lh'/ ;W - fo'f
those below the pov s 3.50 per kg. without any dist 20 kgs ©
is much lower manerty hng and those above the ‘ v slinction betwesn
monopoly procurem;" hat is charged in other suf&,? line. This price
the stock of rice is 't system this year, Governmen y implementing
rased to adequate \e\;elg Ther;wnt has ensured that
: armers coming under

th
Rs. 50 per quintal as incentive

e

over an abovs tne amereiem are paid

mini

Croyoond e Inimum support price fixed by the Central

{ ‘ad a bountiful h
ouched an all time record of xz.la:::::\ last year, the production of rice

harvest this M
ear. Ts. W
been 'a“ﬂcheyd n \?f:a g‘:w comprehensive cr«:»;)e i:Xpoct an equally 9ood
loans but also other ate to cover not only far Surance scheme has
horticultural crops anfj' The scheme will covermfeor;dwm have obtained
o aurel ops and wil pravide 50% subsidy i crops es well as
' prem the small

18. T
in irrigati‘:; Scor:l:r:‘:s‘?m of Tamil Nadu h
taken this year to access the ;:::?:::"t of agriculture. Action has bee
n

NABARD for i
Desiting o foéa,r'\‘;les?nnzﬁms in the upgra?a‘:iuoc':‘tu;: Development Fund of
Rs.50 crores. In additi e Cauvery delta has bee minor irrigation tanks
Covernment has all ;on o developing inigateg undertaken at a cost of
development in the raiofbeen according high areas in the State, the
h§§ been constituted nfed areas. A Wasteland memty o wasteland
giving impetus to w under the Chairmanshi evelopment Authority
asteland development, App:::m Chief Miniater for
pective plan is being

as been investing substantially
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prepared to develop nearly 10 lakh hectares of wastelands over a period
of ten years. In the current year, wasteland development works have
peen taken up inthe districts of Pudukkottai, Tirunelveli, Erode, Villupuram,

Sivagangai, Madurai, Virudhunagar, Thiruvannamaiai, Dharmapuri and
Perambalur over an extent of 10,000 hectares.

19. Realising the importance of upgrading the quality of the livestock
wealth in the State, this Government has launched a farsighted Livestock
Protection Scheme for the welfare of about 2 crore livestock population
in the State. Under this programme, remote villages not having easy
access to 8 veterinary health centre are selected and spegcial livestock
protection camps are conducted there for providing free diagnostic and
treatment facilities to the livestock from these villages. Upto 26-2-2000,
297 camps have peen conducted and 9,99,582 livestock treated. Further,
at the instance of the Chief Minister, the State Planning Commission is
formulating a new Livestock Policy for the development and protection of

the livestock in the State.

20. The Government has been taking various steps for developing

facilities for marketing agricultural produce. This Government has
i innovative scheme for bringing

introduced *Uzhavar Sandais’, as an
ion, eliminating the

farmers and consumer
intermediaries. This will enable the farmers to get a better price for the

fruits and vegetables produced by
at a price lower than in the pr
overwhelming response and apprec

jvate markets. Encouraged by the
iation from the farmers and the general

public for this programme, the Government has decided to establish such

*Uzhavar gandais’ in 100 urban centres in phases all over the State. As

announced aiready, steps have been taken for the establishment of a

plex at Madurai at a cost of Rs.17 crores, a Jaggery

Market Complex at Thiruchi ata cost of Rs.12.30 crores and a Turmeric
durai at a cost of Rs.30.89 crores.

Market Complex at Perun
m the Hon'ble Members that Tamil Nadu

21. | am happy to infor

continues t0 be successful in attracting investments in new industries in
the State. information Technology is an area that attracts large
investments. with the Government providing proactive support to the
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ancial year. The 107 MW Kovitkalappal

commissioned in the coming fin
gas based power project is expected to start generating power in the

coming financial year. Further, the State Government has requested the
Central Government to provide substantial allocations for the pawer
projects in the Central sector so that the overall availability of power in
the State keeps pace with the State's demand. Investments in transmission
and distribution pr ects are also being made by the Tamil Nadu Electricity
Board in order to provide uninterrupted quality power to consumers and

to reduce line losses below 16%.

25. Considering the fact that
lives in urban areas, this Govern
investments in urban areas an
mobilising necessary resource
Members are aware that this House had earli
legistation for urban local bodies. This act wi
bodies to raise resources both from financial insti
open market and will enable private sector part

urban services. The levy of profession tax has bee
and augment the revenues of the urban local bodies.

it more transparent
in addition to transferring substantial resources from the State's revenues
to the urban local bodies, the State Government facilitates accessing
funds from financial insititutions for their infrastructure schemes. The World
Bank has approved the Second Tamil Nadu Urban Development Project
to be implemented at a total cost of 205 million U.S. dollars and has come
forward to provide 105 million U.S. dollars as assistance. This project,
an local bodies for capacity building

to urb
facilities needed by the urban population,

he current financial year.

26. This Government has taken up a massive programme for improving
the streets and roads in the urban areas of the State at a cost of Rs.215
crores. The programme for conversion of all public dry latrines into wet
|atrines taken up in urban areas of the State at a cost of Rs.10 crores will
be completed this year. The housing scheme taken up in the sium aréas
i ions for providing fireproof asbestos roof houses
without thatches. will benefit 12,082 famities this year. F ireproof houses
with asbestos roofing will be constructed for all the remaining families

more than 40% of the State's population
ment fully recognises the need for larger
d the role of the urban local bodies in
s for these investments. Honourable
erenacted 2 comprehensive
Il enable the urban local
tutions as well as from
icipation in delivery of
n streamlined to make

and upgradat
has commenced int
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services provided by various depertments of the Government, has helped

the development of 634 village panchayats.
30. The Government has constituted the Second State Finance

Commission to examine the financial position of the local bodies. This
Commission is due to submit its report before 31st October, 2001.

31. While we take pride in our success in reducing poverty in the
onsequence the afiocation of funds for

State, it is regrettable that as a ¢
rural poverty alleviation schemes for Tamil Nadu has been reduced. This
year, the Government of india has reduced the aliocation for Tamil Nadu
for these schemes from 7.062% to 4.987% of the total atlocation, as @
result of which our State has lost Rs.277 crores of Central assistance.
This Government has 1aken this up with the Government of India and
requested that a part of the allocation for poverty alleviation schemes
ted to States implementing these schemes effectively.

We expect that the Government of India will give due importance to this
point of view of the State Government.
32. This Government has constituted @ Committee with Justice Thiru
Rsthinavel Pandian as its Chairman, AS., Thiru R.A.
as and Thiru A. ¢ an as its members and Thiru

N. Murugan, LA.S. as its Secretary to formulate schemes for the
development and generation of employment opportunities in southern
rn districts and ascertaining

districts. This committee is touring the southe
the views of the peop i The committee has submitted

its interim report 10 the 28th February, 2000. Suitabte
action will be taken after examining the report. The committee will submit

its final report in the month of April.

33, Our State has achieved greet Succe

this context, | wish to compliment the Central
decided to accept and act on the resolution passed by the Tamil Nadu
Legisiative sary constitutionat amendment be made

Assembly that neces 1
to continue the determination of the Statewise number of Members of
partiament only on the pasis of 1971 census and not on the basis of 2001
census.

ss in population control. In
Government for having
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34. The Government has successfuily conducted elementary education
movement campaigns in the months of May and June last year in all
districts for increasing enrolment and reducing dropouts. The Government
has provided, in the first phase, facilities for computer education in 666
Government higher secondary schools under the scheme for computer
education in schools. It has been decided to provide these facilities to all
the remaining Government higher secondary schools and Government
colleges in the next academic year.

35. Rs.5.35 crores have been disbursed to 55,956 urban poor women
under a new programme called “Savings-linked micro-credit scheme for
women" to make credit easily available to poor urban women at an

affordable rate of interest. During 1999-2000, the Government has -

implemented the Mahalir Thittam in all the districts, except Chennai. Till
January 2000, 4.2 lakhs women enrolied in 22,000 Self Help Groups have
benefited under the scheme. '

36. The implementation of the World Bank assisted Third Integrated
Child Development Services Project has commenced in the current
financial year in the 318 blocks in which the Second Tamil Nadu Integrated
Nutrition Project had been implemented eariler. An assistance of Rs.86.95
crores will be received from the World Bank for this project over a period
of 5 years. This project will facilitate the convergence of various schemes
for improving the status of maternal and child nutrition and the health and
nutrition of adolescent girls. '

37. With a view to providing comprehensive health care for all, the
“Varumun Kappom Thittam'” inaugurated by the Chief Minister in
Thiruvallur district, has been extended throughout the State. Under this
scheme, medical camps are being conducted in select remote villages,
which do not have Government medical facilities. In these camps, in
addition to providing health check up by specialists, the patients are also
given f ree medicines. This scheme helps in diagnosis and, treatment of
diseases and in extending the coverage of health services to the people.
Large number of people below the poverty line are being benefited by

this scheme. The public response to this scheme has been overwheiming’

and so far 11,32.855 persons have benefited from 1,016 camps.
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38. With a view to creating a casteless society, this Government is
setting up “Periyar Ninaivu Samathuvapurams” in 50 places each year at
a cost of Rs.17.50 crores. So far, 64 Samathuvapurams have been
established and 86 others are at various stages of construction.

39. By and large, industrial peace prevails in Tamil Nadu. This
Government gives importance to labour welfare and is implementing
various welfare schemes. A scheme has been implemented from May
1999 for extending financial assistance of Rs.250 per month to workers
who have lost their jobs due to the closure of industrial units. A Board has
been formed for the welfare of thousands of unorganised workers and
schemes for accident relief, maternity welfare and terminal benefits have
been formulated and implementation commenced.

40. Proper maintenance of the public assets created through schemes
already implemented is as essential as formulation of new schemes for
public benefit. Considering this, it is proposed to pay more attention to
maintenance works during the financial year and to give priority for
completing the ongoing schemes.

41. This Government has been showing due care and concern for the
welfare of its employees, who play a major role in the successful
implementation of various schemes evolved for the welfare of the people.
The Government has kept its commitment by giving enhanced dearness
allowance and Pongal bonus to its employees, inspite of financial
constraints.

42. | conclude my address with the belief that this millennium year
will provide increasing opportunities for the growth and prosperity of
the peopie of Tamil Nadu. 5

Jai Hind.

53-6—29
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