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THIRU N.S. RAJKUMAR MANDRADIAR: Hon. Deputy Speaker,
Sir,

At the outset, I thank you for giving me an opportunity to express my
views on the 'Millennium' Budget.

Given the not so happy economic scenario due to the general recessionary
trends world wide, and the consequential financial crunch experienced as
never before. it required a visionary with a humane touch such as our very
own Dr. Kalaignar, to dedicate a pragmatic Budget to the people of Tamil
Nadu for the year 1999-2000.

Due to limitation of time, I wish to highlight only a few areas which I
consider as significant in the present circumstances. Firstly, I wish to...

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Why don't you speak in Tamil?
(Laughter)
pusew 115

THIRU N.S. RAJKUMAR MANDRADIAR: Issue of House pattas.
Firstly, 1 wish to oring up the matter conceming the issue of pattas for
houses built on ‘Odai Poromboke' lands. Since flash floods during rainy

seasons could cause damages to property and life, the Government does not
normally entertain the issue of house pattas situated in 'Odai Poromboke’
lands. In reality, the situation is quite different. Not all the Odai Poromboke
lands can be categorised under the risk category. What were 'Odais’ earlier,
have been converted into dwelling units and the nature of land use has
changed over a period of time. Flash floods in these areas have.t{ecome a
thing of the past. Therefore, there is the crying need for regularising these
dwelling units ov.ned mostly by the poor and downtrodden.

wraryls woeas . SUNpEGNSaN: o7 T LE o mnSlesi
Stsepics sBp Qphuor? Gy
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THIRU N.S. RAJKUMAR MANDRADIAR: Hon. Deputy Speaker
Sir, I solicit the kind assistance of the Hon. Revenue Minister for obtaining
the Government's approval for this proposal.

Transport: The Tamil Nadu State Transport Corporations are second to
none in providing efficient passenger service. Only in Tamil Nadu, all major
villages are well linked to the transport network. But still there is resistance
for increasing the bus fares which are the lowest in the country.
Consequently, despite all “tightening of the belt” efforts, the Transport
Department continues to show losses, estimated at Rs.400 crores for the
accounting year 1998-99. Such a situation can be finally overcome only by
a hike in fare. Some might call it political suicide, citing elections that have
been lost following bus fare hikes. But I beg to differ. People are wise
enough to realise that it is they who ultimately pay for these losses, if not
in the form of a hiked fare, by way of some other form of tax. Therefore,

my perception is that the public will not really resent a price hike, provided
it can be justifizd. v

(oresmLfE Guyenus seveveurr Senevento)

The public today, would like to be associated in the decision making
process and they do not want to be taken for granted. This can be done by
conducting an opinion survey whenever a price hike is warranted as being
done by the London Transport quite successfully. The proposed survey
should be entrusted to an outside agency for an impartial finding. The
survey will also highlight the performance of the Transport Corporations
from the commuters’ point of view. Hon. Transport Minister, Sir, may [

implore you to take up the challenge? You will be pleasantly surprised with
the results.

Irrigation: Kalaignar's Government has taken commendable steps to
modemise large and medium irrigation schemes. Desilting and maintenance
operations of waterways have shown appreciable results.

L.B.P. canal maintenance and modemisation work is the next on the
agenda requiring the Government's immediate attention. For more than 3
decades now, maintenance of the L.B.P. canals which irrigate more than 2
lakh acres have been neglected. Lack of maintenance has resulted in heavy
leakages enroute and the tail - end farmers never receive their full quota of
water supply. Thanks.to the efforts put in by our Hon. Chief Minister, an
interim arrangement has been reached in the Cauvery dispute between the
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concerned riparian Smltcmotbesajdanymotedm.sineeBl}avm_iis
a tributary of Cauvery, development work in the Lower .Bluvaql Project
mmnaproeeedﬁllasomﬁonforﬂ:emvaydnspmu.fouyd.
Therefore, I request the Hon. P.W.D. Minister to speed up the modanwaqm
and maintenance work in the L.B.P. region with World Bank's .help, which
in any case is only an exercise in better management of the available water.

Rural Development: First and foremost, I thank the Hon. Chief Minister
for enhancing the allocation for the MLA's Constituency Developm.ent Fund
to Rs.S0 lakhs. We, the MLA's, assure you Sir, that these funds will be put
to good and proper use.

*Anna Marumalarchi Thittam’ has proved to be a great success warrant-
ing further encouragement. The Government should, therefo.re, @ke nfp at
least two villages every year under the ‘Anna Marumalarchi Thittam® for
integrated development instead of one village as at present.

LSDussd 120

‘Namakku Naame Scheme' lays emphasis on self-help. Many villages are
coming forward to opt for this scheme. Through this scheme, problems thf::
have remained unsolved for years together bave'been b!'mfght to a success
conclusion. 1 request that the allocation for this public interest scheme be
doubled during the coming financial year.

: AD Board has left no stone untumed in thc _D.M.K.'s successful
ma;l?,wwards its avowed goal of providing safe d11nkm§ .wata:toal!r.mal
habitations in Tamil Nadu. I bow to the Hon. Local Administration Minister
fmhkmlhmmudshiphmkmdlabomfo!mdymmgum:
Chio:fMinisUert'ol-com:eclingmmyuqna;tami.mkmgupt!m'.t\\nnashlnhe
AthikudaqurinkinngSehaneforconsldeuuon.Oncomplenono

detailed project survey which is now under progress, I wish that this scheme

ich will benefit 7 Assembly Constituencies eompn:ising of l(} Panchayat
;?&mwoomwuwmpmw%;
EsﬁmmfaIMMfamammewdﬁmncmy:;nm‘;
introduction ofnewnxmmmhthe&tdgais.a
mxadopﬁmofmifamﬁxmbydl%hxmdwpon(gmm
sounded) from 8% to 2% onmmmadeymandﬁbnlsapptecm
Cunidaingdnpliglnoflheuxﬁlcm,meommanshwldmwm
oonsiderwaivingofSaluTaxonConedeandConmyum
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Cotton for at least a limited period of two years, to offset the upward revision
of Excise duty on Cotton Yarn by over 3% in the Central Budget. Here |
wish to thank the Hon. Chief Minister for getting the stand alone spinning
units also included for consideration under the Technology Upgraded Fund
Scheme. Considering that about 60% of all spinning units in this country
are in Tamil Nadu, this is a great achievement by any standards.

I praise the Hon.Chief Minister for the proposed erection of a 133 feet
high statue of Thiruvalluvar at Kanniyakumari. This is the greatest tribute
Tamilian could pay to the poet Laureate. I take this opportunity to request
the Hon. Chief Minister to construct a memorial this year for Kodi Katha

Tirupur Kumaran, a freedom fighter, at Chennimalai in my Kangeyam
Constitutency.

Overall, the D.M.K. Government has been providing an honest, efficient
and transparent administration. Transparency in tenders, computerisation of
land records, easy accessibility through the intemet of Citizen's Charters,
availability of Community, Income ard Nativity Certificates to X and XII
students at their school doorsteps, are all measures that will go a long way
in achieving the dream goal of the D M.K. administration which is to
present a corruption free and people friendly Government to the people of
Tamil Nadu. For my part, I wish to conclude my debate on the budget by
citing the following Thirukkural which I feel is apt in praising my revered
leader and architect of the millennium budget.
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