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THIRU B. VENKATASAMY: Hon. Speaker Sir, the subsqu grant for
Mid-day meals is only 18 paise per child. But the prices of oil, dhal and

'vegetables have increased very much. May | know from the Hon.

Minister whether the grant would be increased in view of the increased
prices in the market.
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*THIRU B. VENKATASAMY : Hon'ble Speaker, Sir, in the
Shenbagavalli Car festival at Kovilpatti, people belonging to two commu-
nities have clashed with each other. As our Hon'ble members have
already stated, during such car festivals, the Police Department must
always be alert and | have seen in so many car festivals that they had
been alert. But, | don't know how this incident has taken place. | request
the Hon'ble Chief Minister who is in charge of Home Department to see
that such incidents do not recur. The Police Department should be more
alert. After the clash, yesterday aiso, a murder has taken place there.
Yesterday, | gave a call attention motion in this regard and aiso met the
concerned officers to take necessary action urgently in this matter
because of communal tension. Communal tension is the most important
and sensational subject. As our friends have already stated, some people
are behind these incidents and they want to exploit the situation against
the innocent people. So, | request the Hon'ble Chief Minister to see that
stern action is taken against those people who commit such mistakes.
Then only, we can avoid the recurrence of further incidents. Had the
Police Department taken this matter seriously, they could have avoided
yesterday's murder. So, | request the Hon'ble Chief Minister to take stern
action against those who are responsible and see that compensation is
are given to the affected people. Thank you.
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Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mrs. Anne D' Monte.

*Tmt. Anne D' Monte: Hon. Deputy Speaker, Sir, While the
subject of Backward Glasses Welfare is being discussed, | am taking
the liberty of bringing up. my long standing demand of the Anglo
Indian Community, to be given all aids and concessions applicable
to the backward classes. ' v

As you are aware, the Anglo Indian Community came into
existence in 1639. Since then, the Community has gone through
various stages of development from high level of prosperity to low
ebb of degeneration-economically, educationally and socially. The
largest concentration of the community is in Chennai scattered all
over with an estimate of 40,000 Anglo Indians in our State. As
Chennai was the first centre for growth and development, there is a
strong presence here. Basically an urban community which is strongly
represented in various parts of the city such as Purasawalkam,
Vepery, Perambur, Thiru.Vi.Ka. Nagar, Royapuram, etc. there are
large number of the community settied in Coimbatore, Trichy, Madurai
and other hill stations like the Nilgiris.

Since Independence, there had been constitutional reservation of
jobs in the Railways, Customs, Posts and Telegraphs, Police, etc.
From 1947 to 1960, the community had no problem in getting
employment and they were able to lead a prosperous life. Once the
job reservation ceased, the community began to deteriorate eco-
nomically, educationally and socially. In the 1960's, a large number
had left the country, migrating to various other countries like Austra-
lia, Canada and England; but those who were left behind had to face
the realities. The community began to face the grim struggle and
took up whatever employment is available. it was a tough economic
battle that set into motion ‘with a circle of poverty and a life of
frustration. Today the living conditions are bad with a vast maijority
of the community living in huts, with a major percentage holding
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small jabs like Waiters, Clearners, etc. It may be said that there are
only 5% of our community who work in factoci
companies, etc. The vast majority of our 8 Munity are in grim life
of poverty and unemployment - they lagk 0ySing, education and
basic necessities. From 1960 the commumt,;.(%\gg Qst the educational

QBL rmv‘

grant for their children and-reservations the Govemment of

India and in the States. Consequently there was unemployment and
poverty and. the very existence of survival is at stake here,

N ae

Sir, | would like to bring, @ few of:dhe problems that our
community face, to the attention of the Savernment. There is the
problem of poverty which is widespread with 70 per cent lack in
regular jobs. The families make do with one mea| g day and the

conditions are deplorabis. Added to this is the poor educational
qualification with no job re i i

labour. Lack of technical training and limited Opportunities for jobs
are the other problems that this Community had to face, '

Itis very difficult to get admission into the. Government recognised
diploma courses, as a result, they are at the mercy of the private
businessmen who exploit them. They are also ynable to compete
with the backward classes and Scheduled Caste people, who are
already given the benefits of reservation.

As regards seats in professional courses such as Medical, ang

Engineering, our community had been deprived of the reservation
applicable to backward classes.

Sir, housing is a very acute problem which is wides

pread. Most of
our community five in huts, ch

urch compounds and pavements,

Sir, from the problems mentioned ab

ove, there is no doubt that
this community is socially,

ctoties, colleges, schaols,

economically and educationally very
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éﬂﬂﬂwa n!éﬁ( make & special plea to our Governmerit that they
should come 1o the &id"of this community so that we may get the
benefit of concessians dpplicable to the backward classes. This is a
long pending demaiid;dating back to November 1974, when my
fatt?erer D' Monte' a8"af'Ex. M.L.C. made a representative to our
Hon. Chief Minister With'4800 signatures, asking for this concession
: i

vl gEW 9%
t0 be made. g oi If 9

i community remains in an economically cri'ppled state.
Thes lf:'uitt:lZf educatio:aahd employment have been denied to us for
the last 23 years. All these facts spegk abundantly of our presgnt
situation. We have only wne index which can be practically applied
and that is the general backwardness and 'c,lrcumstancc‘as‘ of our
community and under this rule the Anglo lnginaq .Cor'nmun!ty‘should
be considered one of the most deserving minarities in India. | have
nothing more to say Sir. Thank you.
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