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Honourable Members of the Legislative Assembly,

| greet you, the members of the Eleventh Assembly, newly elected
by the people of Tami Nadu who have upheld the majesty of democracy
through a peaceful and silent revolution and welcome you in the words

of the great poet Bharathi:
- v _.ds aswalercd) er ef M—

o p8 CanaaL G)pGdarml e T ar I»

2. | have no doubt that all of you will extend your wholehearted and
enthusiastic cooperation to this Government which is committed to

fulfilling the expectations of the people who have, in a massive
groundswell of support, given a mandate well beyond a simple majority.

1 The efforts of the Election Commission in framing and strictly
enforcing guidelines for the proper conduct of elections without giving
room for malpractices and with restrictions on expenditure has enabled
the people of Tamil Nadu to peacefully and democratically ensure a

change of Govemment.

4. Further reforms are needed in the electoral process. We have
reached a situation where in the guise of independent candidates,
democratic rights are being frivolously and perversely misused. This
is the appropriate time to stress the need to evolve a national
consensus, through discussions with all parties, on electoral reforms
which balance democracy with disicpline. '

5 This Government will continue to emphasize the need for

Constitutional safeguards for the autonomy of the States and a federal
structure at the Centre so that the unity and integrity of India are firmly

established.

8. Despite the assurance of the Late Prime Minister of India, Pandit
Jawaharial Nehru that Hindi will not be imposed on Tamil Nadu, the
long standing language problem is yet to be resolved. The policy of
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Sovernment is that the only solution to the language problem is
to mak.e all the official languages of the States, official languages of
the Union Government. If it is argued that this will take time, then, as
g first step, this Government will work towards making Tamil rich in
iterature and grammar and the oldest in the family of D}avidian
languages, as one of the official languages of the Union Govemment

7. | am happy to inform you that for the first ti
N ' . time a separate
annstry for Tamil Official Language has been set up for taking vigorous
action to exteqd t_he fult usage of Tamil to all aspects of administration
m our.State within a specified time frame and to achieve the goal of
enTsauT;L E"\]/:trymwher?f and in Every Sphere". At the same time it will be
e welfare of the linguistic minorities will not be
affected and will be fully protected. adversely

‘ 8.. This Government is committed to preserving and nurturing the
pnncnplg of sec;ularism and communal amity. it will ensure that all
appropriate action will be taken immediately to instil fratema! feelings
amoqg;t the members of all religions and classes. Peace committees
f;onsnstmg of community elders and leaders of all parties will be formed
in areas where they are required. | request the co-operation of people
from all walks of life in preserving communal harmony.

9. In 1893, the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly had

legislation to provide for the continuance of the 6b9'y% res:r::::oe: i:
emptoymt_ent. and educational institutions in the State. As a result of
the' un_ammny of all political parties in Tamit Nadu in enacting this
!egasla_tlon and the co-operation of the al india political parties for
mclud_mg the Act in the Ninth Schedule, this Act had been included in
the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution placing it beyond challenge in
courts of law, by the Constitution 76th Amendment Act notified on 1st
Sememper 1994. However, the Supreme Court had ordered the creation
of additional vacancies in engineering and medical colleges in the
State to prowdg admission to those who would have got admission
had the 50% !imit on reservation been followed. Although the Tamil
Nadu Act providing for 88% reservation had been included in the Ninth
Sc;hedule of the Constitution on 1st September 1994, because of the
falh_me of the previous Government to clearly state this i'n the clarification
petition filed in the Supreme Court on 23rd September 1994, the

(Frmevari L sei 73
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Supreme Court ordered the implementation of only 50% reservation.
A similar order was passed by the Supreme Court for the year 1995-
96 also. This Government is committed to providing 69% reservation
in employment and education to the Backward and Most Backward
Classes, Scheduled Castes and Tribes and will pursue the matter
vigorously in the Supreme Court.

10. This Government is greatly concemed about the threats from
powerful anti-social elements, to the life and property of the people in
the State, especially those living in suburban areas resulting in an
atmosphere of insecurity and an increase in violent crime. It also
notes with concern that the people's confidence in the police has been
shaken. This Government will take appropriate action to end the sad
situation of the protector preying on the protected and the misfortune
of politics becoming a haven for those committing crimes. It will
transform the police force into a people friendly and non-partisan force.
A State Human Rights Commission will be set up to enquire into all
allegations of violation of human rights.

11. The people have given a mandate for a clean and corruption
free Government in this election. This Government is fully committed
to providing good govemance in keeping with the people's expectations.
After a study of the draft legislation at the Centre and the laws in other
States, suitable legislation will be enacted to set up the institution of
an “"Ombudsman” who will enquire into the allegations of corruption
against all high dignitaries and officials.

12. 1 am happy to inform you that the commitment to the people
to announce the dates for the local body elections in the first session
of this Legislative Assembly will be fulfilled. This will alleviate the
sufferings of the people living in villages, towns and cities who do not
have any duly elected representatives in the local bodies to whom
they can voice their demands for basic services and have them fulfilled.
Adequate financial resources will be made available to the local self-
Government institutions to fulfil their responsibilities based on the
recommendations of the State Finance Commission.

13. This Government is keen on conducting elections to the co-
operative societies at the earliest. During the previous regime, ineligible
persons had been enrolled as members in many co-operative societies.

§3-125—2
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17. The Govemment wil devote full attention to the protection of
the environment. immediate steps will be taken to prevent poliution of
rivers and waterways by industrial units. The poliution hazard posed
by tanneries in the State is a serious problem. At the same time, the
tanneries provide employment to a large number of people. Therefore,
the issue will have to be tackled from both the human welfare and the
environment points of view. A solution wherein, farmers' lands and
public drinking water are not poliuted and at the same time the livelihood
of the workess is not adversely affected, will be found through tripartite
discussions, initiated by the Government.

18. The Urban Development and Housing sector will be accorded
due importance. The traffic congestion in the major cities like Madras

struction of ring roads. In

and Madurai will be relieved by the con

Madras city, action will be taken socn to shift the wholesale vegetable

market to Koyambedu. { am glad to announce that a sum of Rs.200

crores will be aliotted for meeting the infrastructure needs of Madras
0 crores will be allotted

Metropolitan Area and a totai amount of Rs.10
to meet the infrastructure requirements of Madurai, Coimbatore,
Tiruchirapalli, Tirunelveli and Salem municipal corporations.

19. This Govemment will ensure that there is no habitation without

protected drinking water supply in the State. Steps will also be taken
to provide protected drinking water supply to all the primary schools
in the State. | would like to convey the good news that following the

'‘ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Thiru

discussions the Hon
f Andhra Pradesh,

M. Karunanidhi had with the Hon'ble Chief Minister O
ter will reach Madras city

Thiru N. Chandrababu Naidu, Krishna wa
pefore the end of this year.

20. This Govemment will accard the highest priority to the provision
of quality basic health care and medical services in the State. In order
ted basic medical care in the rural areas, it will be

to provide unintermup _
ensured that medical officers work properly i(Lauhwnmggy health
- ‘n-‘.,‘.’

centres.

ot more industrial investment to Tamil Nadu. A
| scale entrepreneurs will aiso be
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its women", Keeping this in mind this Government, when it held office
earlier, had introduced many schemes for the benefit of women including
property rights for women, 20% reservation in employment, setting up
of a women police force, free education for poor women upto the
degree level, marriage assistance grants for poor women who have
studied upto Class VIl and maternity benefit for pregnant women. The
Govenment will remove the slackness in the implementation of these
schemes which came about during the intervening period, and will
further expand them. | am glad to inform you that the Government will
also endeavour to explain the ills of drinking by involving a thousand
women, on payment of appropriate wages, in each district in prohibition

propaganda.

26. This Government fulty recognises the importance of the role of
the employees of Government departments, public sector undertakings
and various quasi~Government organisations in the effective
implementation of schemes and programmes. The welfare of
Govemnment employees will therefore be accorded due importance.
The State Govemnment employees will be extended the same pay
scales as those fixed for Central Govemment employees based on
the recommendations of the Central Pay Commission. The recruitment
of teachers will be made only through empioyment exchanges. By
enlisting the co-operation of Govemment employees, this Government
will ensure that the benefits of various schemes and programmes

reach the people quickly and without any leakages.

27. You have the opportunity to serve the country and its people

through this august Assembly. | conclude this address in the firm
belief that you will conduct your debate in an enlightened manner that
will add lusture to the democratic ethos, transform this House into a

garden where good ideas blossom for the removal of poverty apd the
well being of the country and maintain the ideals of duty, dignity and

discipline.

Vanakkam.
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