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666—
Family Courts at Distriot Leve.

%4319-Dr. BEATRIX D’ SOUZA : Will'the Hon. the Minister
for Law be ploased to state;

(a) Whether the Government will consider the introduciion of
Family Couris . at  District  Level ?

(b) Whether th: Government will consider the cxclusion of
lawyers from these Courts ?
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Dr. Beatrix D’ Souza : Hon.  Speaker  Sir, there are
" two family courts in Tamil Nadu and both are situated in Madras and
they aro terribly ~overburdened. The criferia for sctting up a family
gourt is that there should bo a population of one million. There are
four such urban centres in Tamil Nadu. Will the Government gonsider
sotting up family courts in these distriots ?
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Dr. Beatrix D’ Souza : Hon. Speaker Sir, one reacon
for the over-burdening of these courts is that the procedure is long.
At present the counselling er advice given to the parties is done after
they come to court. In India where divorce is almost a Jast 1esort-
absolutely the last resort—when people ¢ome to the court we can
presume that the marriage hes irretrievably broken down and there: is
no sense in having counselling at that time because it is waste of time.
Will the Government consider having <ounselling before the parties file
the petiticn and a certificate can be got from the counselling party
saying that tho marriage has broken down and only thet’ they can
coma to court ? Then there will be less number of cases in the court.”
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* Notwithstending anything ocontained in any law, no  party to
a suit or procoeding  before a family court shall be cntitled as
right to be represented by a legal practioner provided that if the family
court considered it necessary in the intcrest of justice, it may scek the
assistance of a legal expert as amicus ourie.”
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