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Hon. Deputy Speaker: Dr. Beatrix D' Souza.

Dr. Beatrix D’ Souza: Hon. Deptuy Spe . o
Note _‘{f the - Social Welfare Demand, 1p99%-93 qucl)(g;gs%iégﬁaﬁﬂdz
states: “There is 10 hope ir that. family where women live in sadness”.
The Depa}rtmef_xt adds that the Government is charged with the task
of renoving this sadness and instilling the hope of a better life. On
my part, 1 _wogi d like to quote. the first- Women President of lreland
who fas said “The. hand that rooks the cradle can rock the. system”.
Wlth DL Jayalallthaas TamllNadu’s ﬁnst women Chlef Mlnlster,fe‘ni'
nism inr its best semse is now part of the philesophy of . Tamil Nada.
A philosophy that will not only rock but revolutionise the system. that

still has a strong male ethos where wo ORISe !
€ s of a societ
created by men for men, men are still vietim y

Much has beenridone as evidenced ‘in th i

i : ; : e policy note to create 4 new
soaial oxder stressing-the. neads of: women (}))f ch weaker seotions of
soociety, ohildren,.old peoplé-and the handicapped. Tamil Nadu Wwill
soon be 4 welfare Stato in the truor somse.  Wermen howover will have

to be. vigildm. U is in that context that | wish to plead for the setting

up of'a Siatc Commission: for" women in Tamil Nadu. A draft’ bill
has been Pl’epafg‘- by-a Conunisteo of - Wi mon’s Grganisations and pre-
sented to the Government. It cnvisages an autonomous body with a
statutory: status, It would not have exceutive functions but will serve
as a watch dog monntornpg and investigative powers on women’s rights
and ;eoorr'xnnendaw;y" powers on: Legislation. While investigatimg vio-
lation of rights, the' Commuission shalt have allpowers of a Civil Court
as well as powers under:the Commission of Enquiry Act.

The Chairperson of the. recently- constitute i ission
for wome: has stated there is no” need for(; é\tlz?tgogzlmgg]sgirgn.
Kerala has set up a State: Commission for women and Karnataka is
preparing _its own dralt bill, we in Tamil Nadu showld realise thas Out
intorests peculiar to Tamil Nadu are best served. by .a State Commission.
I plead for & closer rapport-bistwoen the Welfare Départyent and Womss's
organisations and batween women’s organisations .and wormen legislagdts.
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are affected by laws governing. marriage, divorce, child

x(s);g?ig and maintenance. Tamil Nadu. Bishops: amd the Tamil .Nadu
Christian Council have presented to the Government a d_rat; bill to
amend the Christian Divorce Act of 1869, a Central Act, in its appii-
cation to the State of Tamil Nadu. These amendments propose to give
relief to the Christian women governed by the Aect in certain areas
like desertion and judicial separation. The Christian community re-
ts that this draft bill be introduced in the present Budget session.
The. Bill will be called the Indian Divorce Act-Tamil Nadu Amendment
Bill, 1992. Uttar Pradesh made amendments to the 1869 Act in

1952 itseif.
wphuse 11-55

There is an urgent need for the setting up .of a Media Advisory
Committee to monitor the portrayel of Women in Films, T. V. and
Advertisements to prevent a negative impact on women’s progress.

Explicit rape scenes and violence against women should be heavily
censored. Our Rilms and T.V. serials send out contradictory signals,
Women are sterco-typed and fall into 2 groups— the Virgin and the
Vamp and chances are mcre in the masala films. The masala mixture
of these films shculd be labelled very hot and very dangerous. When
life imitates art we get not only eve-teasers but we akso get serial killers.

Women are used to advertise everything. from Washing Powder to
Cars and Condoms. I would like to refer particularly to offensive and
embarrassing Kamasutra Condom Advertisemept. It amounts to
unfair business practicc when soft porn—an explicit sexual picture of
a couple and an excerpt from the sex treatise—Kamasutra—is used to
sell a product. The threat from aids is real and tho necessity for family
Planning is urgent but pornography is not the answer.

On 24th July 1982, a meeting was held between Government Officials
of Home Department, Law Department, Local Administration Depart.
ment, Public Department and Corporation of Madras and others with
the representatives of Women’s Organisations. It was decided to make
for legislation to ban obscene posters and hoardings,

The Tamil Nadu Acquisition of Hoardings Act, 1985 was challenged
by. the Tamil Nadu Joint Action Council for Women as tho Act’s sole
concern seemed to bo to create a momopdly in the bnardips advertising

trade in tho hands of Goyeriyment to leasen traffic hazards in the publid’s
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interest instead of regulating Prolifiratio

> & f hoardi
the size of the hoardings and the vj 1o Ings and poster
obscene. visual content ot the hoarding was

Madras is the only City in India t : .
man media in its gigantio_ and oftenhgéscggremc:};en‘::pflonau?n by the
advertisements. These visual are a source of titillatio Oardings and
cause traffic accndeqts but lead to anti-sccial acts. The ?\I and not only
Park have been trying for over 10 years to have the P uns of Churgh
from the entrance of the School. e Posters removed

A time bound investigaticn of trial ¢f Cri .
! rimes .
Dowry Deaths, Rape etc., is essential for suégessflﬁgg;gsst women like
such crimes are to be investigated and decisions taken withinecs'il;g(.) tl]';dl
nths.

Regarding maiantenance Rs. 1,000 must be ¢ -
when she is deserted and salaries of the h“?l?arﬁm;ﬂlgﬁdfog 4 Woman
1 would also like to mention lastly about one thing, e attached.

I would like to mention that the Secretari
children of about 40 women about which I als%t gﬁfﬁ?eﬂ?}ﬁg °f1ters to the
Session, is in a disgraceful condition. I pointed out this ast Budget
Budget Session after I had visited the Creche personally Thm the last
ment may take it -over, introduce the necessary amel.litiese Govern-
it a model Creche. The workers may be made Government and make
and given a proper calary. L employees

I thank the Hon'ble Deputy Speaker fo ing oi . |
tunity to talk. _ r having given me this oppor-

Thank you.
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'___!5. P. Bathi & Company, 285,

- [ ~

L8] OF AGENTS For THE Sale OF -
TAMIL NADU GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS.

IN MADRAS CITY.
Account Test Institute, Egmore. Madras.8.
The City Book Company, Madras4,
Higginbothamy (Private; Limitod, Madras-2,
P. Vuradachary and Company, Madras.1,
€. Subbiab Cheuy and Company, Madras-$.
The Uinverssl Book “House, Maore Marsket, Madras-3.
C. Sitharaman and Company, Madras-14.
Mohan Pathippagam and Book Depot, Madras-S.

C. Veakatesan Chetty and Company, No. 8-C, Pycrolts Koad, Madrage$,
The South India Saiva Siddhanta Viorks Publishuig Society (Tiunelvelsy
Limited, Madras-1. i
The Sangam Pubiishers, No. 11, Sunkurama Chetty Street, Madras 1.

New Century Book House (Private) Limited, Madras 2.

Kulaivan; Book Ceatre, No. i, Ponnamman Kaid  Sieeet, Egmore,
Madras.§

IN MOFFASIL OF TAMIL NADU

A. Venkatasubban & Compary, Vellore (North arcoyy Disrrict
Bharathamatha Book Depof, Thanjavur {Tanjore Districy).
. V. Nathan & Compasy, Kumbakonam ¢(Tanjore Districy;
Appar Book Bali, Thanjavur,
®. N. Swaminathan ‘znd Company, Baraar Street, Pudulkotal
Palaniappa Brothers, Tiruchirappalis-1.
5. R Sybramania Pillai, Tirunciveli Jurciion
B. Arldoss, Villupuram (South Ascot Dhstrict).
Vasantham Stores, Bookseliers, 2131, Crosy Cut Road, Coimbatore-2.
Meromy Book Company, 20, Karuppa Gounder Breet, Coimbatore .
S M'ﬂ;?ganmtbam Book House, 53, Manthi Kon Sueet, Tiruchitap-
pait-d.

Gapesh Stores, Sov™ Car Streer. Sivakag
Mary Mertin, Bookseflers, Kotspiri (The Nilyirisy,
A. K. Chondriah Chetdar & Bons, Salema}
Paramcsw;ri Book Shop, No. 461, Oid Market Street, Salem,
Meenakehi Patbipagam, Pulukkota: -

Y srayana lyer & Song, Durgnt, Maduarai District,
dayskoman Smteg. Negereoil (Kanyakumari Distrien),

uby qurea. Backseliem, Villupuram {South Arcot Districe].
Dinamani Stores, No, 3/1, Old Post Office Road, Coimbators. 14
Kumsrn Book Depot, Booksellers, Erodo.”
Vel Book. Company, No. A, Annaii Rao Streef, Frode..
Radbamani Stores, &-A, Raja Strest, Caimbatore ¢,
Apntha Book Centre, Salem. ).

Bri Vidya, 63, Tennure High Road, Tiruchirappatii-2.
Sri Ramavilas Bogk Stop, 90, Amman Sanna:kg.p Maduraiz_

N OTHRR STATES,
Fsin Book A ney, W {hi,
Is\tezmtioun)scnooylr ovse o

House, Trivandrym,
The Book Syndicate.,ﬁydarabad-!. ™~

bour Law Publications, J ora :
uthaghalevam, !'oncﬁa!‘:e.mf.y‘j bad .

Pradu” Book Bervice, Gurgaon, Haryang, "~y

L3 B.B. Gandhi Steeet, Calentin.?,
Cohied under Rules 280 and 283 of th i 2
V' he 2 e Tamil Nadu
*egisiative Assembly Rules' and printed Bym Director of -
Stationery and Printing Madras, e *
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