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THE MADRAS LEGISLATIVE (COUNCIL
———

Friday, the 1st November 1957.

The House met in the Council Chamber, Fort St. George, at
half past two of the clock, Mr. Chairman (rHE Hox. Dg.
. V. CHERIAN) in the Chair.

1.—QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
STARRED QUESTIONS.

Language Tests in Telugu, Malayalam and Kanarese.

* 10 @.—Sr1 T. PURUSHOTHAM : Will the Hon. the
Minister for Finance be pleased to state whether there 1is any
proposal hefore the Government to abolich the language tests in
Telugu, Malayalam and Kanarese prescribed for Government
servants in the State?

THE Hon. Srt . SUBRAMANIAM : The answer is in the -

affirmative.

Sri T. PURUSHOTHAM : Pending the issue of regular orders,
may T appeal to the Government that the passing of these tests
should not be insisted upon because promotions are withheld in
the ;use of some Government servants for not passing the language
test

Tnr Hon. Srr (. SUBRAMANIAM : T do not think it will
take a long time. We are expecting replies from various Depart-
ments and we hope to take an early decision.

-

Nuise and vibration caused by trains which run close to the
Madras General Hospital.

* 11 Q—~Srt T. PURUSHOTHAM: Will the Hon. the
Minister for Revenue be -pleased to state—

(a) whether the Government are aware of noise and vibration
caused by trains which run close to the Madras General Hospital;
and

(b) if so, whether there is any proposal before the Govern-
ment to take up the matter with the concerned authorities with a
view to mitigate such noise and vibration?

Tar Hon. Skt M. A. MANICKAVELU : (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The Railway authorities were requested to limit the
speed of the trains at least to 10 miles per hour from Stanley
Viaduct up to Sir Muthuswamy Iyer Overbridge and rice versa
so that the nuisance caused by the trains running close to the
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General - Hospital may bhe minimised but they stated that it was
not desirable or feasible to impose such a speed restriction as it
would increase the running time of trains between thege points
and consequently affect the intensity of the service during peak
hours resulting ‘in complaints from the travelling public. ~ They
are, however, nvestigating the possibility of treating the rails for
the length between the Stanley Viaduct and the Road overbridge
with a view to reduce the noise. But even with this arrangement
they consider that the general din associated with the-moving of a
running train will still continue #o a noticeable extent.

Sr1 T. PURUSHOTHAM : Will the Hon. Minister enlighten
us—if such information is available—on when the old rails were
laid? Also, will the Government take up the matter with the
Railway Ministry for renewing old creaking rails?

Tar Hown. Sr1 M. A. MANICKAVELU : T cannot say when
the rails were renewed but I may tell tlie hon. Member that any
amount of new rails will not very much reduce the noise unless
we devise other means. Therefore, T do not think that by mere

repewal of old rails we can get any appreciable lessening of the
noise. '

Srr T. PURUSHOTHAM : Could not some device be ‘made
to put up a covered tunnel in that particular place and would the

Government consult experts in the matter for ensuring needed
relief ?

THE Hon. Sr1 M. A, MANICKAVELU : That would be very
costly. But I would request the hon. Member to come along with
one or two experts for discussion with us so that we may devise
ways and means to reduce the noise.

Srt K. BALASUBRAMANYA AYYAR : As {rains are generally
running late, there would not be any difficulty in reducing _the
speed to 10 or 15 miles for the purpose of minimising the noise.
It does not matter very much as the train generally comes one or
two hours late.

.. THE HoN. Srt M. A. MANICKAVELU : If it is generally one
of two hours late and if this is also allowed, then it will be coming
further late.

SrRt MOHAMED RAZA KHAN : May I know from the Hon.
the Minister for Health whether the noise and vibration caused l_)y
trains have in any way deteriorated the health of the patients in
the General Hospital and whether any such thing has been
referred to by the doctors?

Tae Hon. Srr M. A. MANICKAVELU : No. The point is
not whether it actually deteriorates the health of the patients. It
has got a psychological effect which affects the sleep of the patients. .
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Viswakarma Community.

* 12 @ —Sr1 T. PURUSHOTHAM : Will the Hon., the
Minister for Works be pleased to state—

(a) whether representations have “been recerved by the
Government from members of the Viswakarma Community for
classifying that community as a most backward class for puwrposeg
of grant of educational concession admissible to Scheduled Castes;
and

(b) if so, the action taken thereon?

THE HoN. Sr1 P. KAKKAN : (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The matter is under the consideration of the Government.

Srt T. PURUSHOTHAM : Will the Hon. Minister kipdly tell
us what the criterion is for classification of a community as a
‘ most bacward class ¢

TaE Hon. 8r1 P. KAKKAN : The Government classify it after
verifying the economic and educational backwardness of the
community.

Sr1 A. SUBRAMANYAM : gs2%uveui 2aiiaen, narrasﬁ?tu/'r, @y
@psT. Cseunmar, Q&ennmaigmt GU/TJTf'/_D@IT'l&.G‘ﬂ PN H1T S
sopaud, sved Guem @wna t@a’fg)&sﬁ‘_@jm' 15%1,(_@ @@“.“
G, e Senisln  10saD oL . .@@’Q;‘EQ].’T gnm;fgn@@
Gonggms Qancnons LMy ? Savg Coidmssencion ogenmsh
seuerls ot ?

THE don. Skt P. KAKKAN : Lo ownd Lé)?afmjrtb Lﬂ"»ir,f%rél@y
aug et erevr gy ¢ seraflLi  Lamaflg sMer 9% & m‘n_hn {u.ﬂrﬁéz@@&s
Bmiser.  uEsPer  SaTEeT Gaimy  orem ‘wnasy  Grida g_/@m@
Quostrny Qenesieyn, @ps elaasinn @ergSun6 w5 Gorés
(LPIG WJIDT GTGT M) L MT&&GVILD,

Srr A. M, AL]:_;APICHAI: Will the.Gove_rnmenﬁ attempt at
least in the next 25 years to abolish all castes in India?

Sr1 V. V. RAMASWAMI : @544 5@‘166)5&,'75_@6?/'@,;}1 8w ‘5[_,,;).@-7
Quampena s v B%ven e emeu s G, b ritselss QU THLDL LY GO ai s
@/@mé@é@ﬁ s anllL GauamdCuw vars, eTHaw U 5 i
Q& 1Bsdsd Ynl"Gl  orain Q& 1TNBEN  ByTFAFIBLN suLsCsTena mn
aenm 2 B0 BAPENSEE CanadiBes  eTeieH BLo) S05EGT B
Y sBmrEcT 2

Tue Hown. Srt P. KAKKAN: gefle. g S5 aass
@p» apgey Qewwel .  Ourgans saps weH Q5&50 A%y
en-reow, 2gifNeEs Qe g Esdngy.

*  Mgr. CHATIRMAN : Questions are over,
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[Note.—An asterisk (*) at the commence
ment of a speech
revision by the Member.] P {ndleates

II-A-DISCUSSION ON THE STATEMENT R ;
8 E DISTURB
RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICY. ANCES IN THE

Sir,Tfufn(iI/Zi Srt M. BHAKTAVATSALLAM: Mg. Chairman,

‘ That the Statement in regar t di y
nt gard to the recent disturbances m
the Ramanathapuram district he taken into comidera,tion.'(deq ]

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Motion moved—

‘ That the Statement in re i i
_ gard to the recent disturbances
the Ramanathapuram district be taken into consideration.'beg "

I have rf:cel\'ed notice of an amendment from 8ri T. Puru-
shotham which reads as follows :— :

‘ Add the following at the end :—
‘“ and on such consideration ' this Counci i
of Governd on suC tion, s Council approves the action

Now, Sri T. Purushotham will formally move the amendment.

. ’ . .
nent SE T. PURUSHOTHAM : Sir, I move the following amend-

‘ Add the following at the end :—

(%]
and on such consideration, thi i
. § s Council approve
action of Government ’’.’ ’ pprov sf the

The amendment was duly seconded.

Mgr. CHAIRMAN : Both the motion and the amend
. : A @ ment X5
before the House for discussion. Now, Sri T. G. Krishnan:‘:ort?;\‘;

will speak. 1 have to inform the House that .
beyond half an hour. ‘ no speech can go

~ 8rr K. BALASUBRAMANYA AYYAR : On a point of order
Bir. This is not a Resolution under discussion and it is only 8
Statement. Instead of an amendment, a separate Resolution may
be moved. No amendment can be moved to a Statement to be
taken into consideration.

Mr. CHAIRMAN : If the hon. Member wants
Resolution, it should be either in the form of a Conﬁ(q]ex?cesﬁg:?:;
or a No-confidence Motion. There has been a precedent for this
sort of amendment and\ that was why I approved of it.

TeE Hon. Sr1t M. BHAKTAVATSALAM : I would like to
point out that T have moved this motion because some hon. Members
of this House desired to have a discussion on this subject./ That
is the only reason why I have come forward to make this formal
motion. |
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*GSr1 T. G. KRISHNAMOORTHY: Mr. Chairman, the
subject of Ramanathapuram disturbances has been surficiently
thrashed out in the Lower House, and as such, there does not
remain much for us to speak about here. So far as 1 am concerned,
I am here to consider the root cause of the disease, of which the
recent disturbances were only symptoms, and how best the disease
can be eradicated. A doctor is called In to attend on an ailing

‘patient. 1f he is an efficient doctor, he attempts to diagnose the

disease, treat it and cure the patient. If he is an inefficient doctor,
he attempts to palliate the symptoms. Either the disease abates
and lies dormant or the doctor finds it difficult even to eradicate
the symptoms. Ivenso, =o far as the Ramanathapuram disturb-
ances are concerned, what the Government have done is just like
the performance of the inefficient _doctor. They attempted to
tackle the symptoms, failed to touch the disease and eveh the
symptoms have not been eradicated, but now lie a bit abated. Well,
now what is the disease? This naturally takes us back to the
history of the Ramanathapuram district, especially of the East
Ramanathapuram area. Long ago, even as early as fifty years
ago, this trouble was there. Either it flared up and was sup-
pressed by the British or was lying dormant. How Is it and why
is it that a thing that has been lying dormant for fifty odd years
flared up just now? My contention, Mr. Chairman, is that the
virus of communalism has been deliberately injected into that area.
A culture of that vitus was systematically and sedulously cultivated
in the Tamil Nad Congress Committee and was disseminated
in all the districts of Tamil Nad. As any virus does, it flared up
into a violent disease in East Ramanathapuram because the body
politic of that area did not have considerable resistance whereas
in other areas, there was some resistance. T want to remind the
Members of this House that this virus has been disseminated in
all the districts of Tamil Nad. Let not Members delude them-
gelves into the belief that this is a localised disease and that it has
been tackled as such and put an end to. It is lying there and
the Congress Government and the Tamil Nad Congress Commiittee
will make use of it. In fact, in their statement, in their announce-
ments, in their discussions and in everything, the rulers that be
are attempting to disseminate that virus. That is what they do
in tackling the present problem. FEven in the British days, when-
ever a communal clash arose, the names of communities were
never mentioned in the first bulletins. See the strange pheno-
menon here, of the names of the communities being mentioned
even in the first bulletins of the Government and the Collector.
This is what has been happening here. How was it that the virus
took deep root so easily in the Fast Ramanathapuram area? As
I mentioned earlier, it takes us back to the previous history of the
district. When the Congress organization was spreading, there
were areas which were strongholds of the Justice Party, an anti-
national and pro-British party, and Ramanathapuram was one such
area. The Congress organization could not be built up with as
much ease there as could be huilt up in other parts of the State,
What was the reason. for it? Excuse me, Mr. Chairman, if I am
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constrained to mention the names of certain communities, It is
with great reluctance that I mention them because in their state-
ment, the Government have repeatedly accused the Maravar com-
munity and Sri Mu‘bhuramalinga Thevar, leader of that community
& communal bigots. What was happening in the Ramanatha-
puram dlstrlct?. There was one rising, flourishing community
there. Mr. Chairman, in the meanwhile, I suggest some arrange-
ment may be made to adjust the mike so that I could stand erect
and speak.

THE HoN. Sr1 R. VENKATARAMAN : 1 think the Lon.
Member is audible even now.

MR. CHAIRMAN : I can hear the hon. Member without mike.

* 8r1 T. G. KRISHNAMOORTHY : With great reluctance, T
may mention that in Ramanathapuram district, there was a rising
community. Its history dates back to very early days und thai
community’s aggressive policy started in the year 1899, when the
notorious Sivakasi disturbances took place. In the ‘Tirunelveli
District Gazetteer published in the year 1917—it was written by
an Engllshman who was definitely not under the infiuence of Sri
_Muthurama_,]mga, Thevar and who could never have been under his
influence—it was stated that the Nadar community was aggressive
and tl}at the Maravars were, unfortunately, on the defeusive side.
That is the history of the Sivakasi disturbances. Ever since that
time, the Nadars of Madurai and Ramanathapuram districts as one
man excepting Sri Kamaraj Nadar and one or two other Nadars
were strongly, violently and aggressively pro-British, anti-Congress
and anti-national. S8ri Muthuramalinga Thevar came into politics as
& Congressman. I1emember, Sri Kamaraj Nadar should remember
and Sri Bhaktavatsalam should remember, the number of pilgri-
mages to his village Pasumpon to draw him out and make him
work actively for the Congress organization. He came cut and
started work. Naturally enough. he came into clash with this
community. In those days, when the Nadars drove Sri Kemaraj
through the streets of Virudhunagar naked, and an 8.0.8. was
sent to Sri Thevar, he rushed in with his retinue and saved the
prestige of the Congress. The speech of the late-lamented and
revered leader, Sri 8. Satyamurthi, at Madurai in 1937 still rings
in my ears. He said in his typical way— '

L @vnm@glifnb Qsr@HUl» QoupPOubnE  sTh@red @ e,
pSETTi@)iis s A 56l @//U(ﬂ'}f@@ﬂﬂ'ﬁﬁi{)ﬂ (& Lo @/@’IUQQ}]LD
Sgaranrisn Grg S nngneald Conpagig aem», g stH@r
alfl@» @sng. Bk (psHuMncolisg Groiley e gy b, ”
Imroediately after the 1937 elections, he said in Madurai, * We
will be ungrateful wretches if we forget the services rendered by
Sri Muthuramalinga Thevar to the cause of the Indian Naiional
Congress.” 8o, naturally, Sri- Thevar came into clash with the
Nadar community. The British Government, as our present Gov-

ernment are doing most shamelessly, clapped him in jail, instituted ]

procéedings against bim and called him a communial bigot. We
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could understand this during the British Raj. But § shudder to
think that our Government a Congress Government, and most
Congressmen ave trving to level charges, which were levelled by
the British, against him. At this stage, the House and you, Sir,

. should take note of one significant factor. In Tirunelveli district

the Nadar population is much more numerous than in Madurai
and Ramanathapuram districts. The population of Maravars in
Ramanathapuram and Madurai is also less than in ‘Tirunelveli

They are called Kondayankottai Maravars to which community
the ex-Minister, the Raja of Rammnad, belongs and Appanadu
Maravars to which community Sri Muthuramalinga Thevar
belongs. The former may be 20 to 25 thousand strong and tugether
the communities will not be more than 40,000 in population. Is
this a large number? I said, Sir, one significant factor, the House
should take note of. In Tirunelveli district the population of
Nadars is much larger than the population in Ramanathapuram and
Madurai districts. The population of Maravars is also much larger
in Tirunelveli district than in Ramanathapuram and Madurai
districts. But ever since the dawn of history, the Nadars and the
Maravars and the Harijans of Tirunelveli district have been living
in perpetual amity and peace. Why is it s0? It is because the
Nadars of Tirunelveli district who are called ‘ Dhakshina Mara
Nadars ' were as one man, as one community, anti-British, pro-
Congress and pro-national. The Maravars with their anti-British
tradition and the Tirunelveli Nadars with their anti-British tradi-
tion could live as brothers. The Harijans too did live like that and
they are all living like that in spite of these disturbances. We have
not heard of disturbances in Tirunelveli district where we could
expect such a disturbance to take place. On the contrary, it
happens in other places.

What happened after the winning of independence? The
Nadar community of this area waited \till Sri Kamaraj Nadar
became Chief Minister in Madras and as one man walked into the
Congress. This reminds me of the definition of * pick-pocket ’ in
the Brewer’s ‘ Dictionary of Phrases and Fables ’. Originally,
people used to carry their purses in their belts and the thieves
used to cut away the purses. Hence, they were called cut-purses.
Fearing the ‘ cut-purses’, people starftd having pockets and
carried their purses in their pockets. Promptly the ° cut-purses ’
became ‘ pick-pockets ’. Like that the tradition of the Nadars
had been to support the Government in power. 8o, as one man,
they came into the Congress with their anti-Congress tradition,
with their hatred for the Congressman, with their hatred for the
Congress work and everything Congress stood for, and started their
political game once again in that area. That is why the Fast
Ramanathapuram area body-politic is so weak for this communal
virus to be injected to take effect immediately and flare up into a
violent disease. So, they started this game.

I would request the House, Mr. Chairman, to consider this very
,deeply and ponder over it. The Mudukulathur constituency
consists of more than 300 villages and the whole trouble centred

2-50
p.ar.
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round only 16 villages. 1f you go back to the history, you will
find that the 16 villages are predowinantly inhabited by Harijans.
There is also a misconception, and the Government are deliberately
lusleading the public and also the Harijans. We use a single
word for the Harijans. But the Harijans of that area are divided
into three sections, namely, * Pallars * Parayars ' and ' Chuklars ’.
The Pallars do not treat the Chuklars as their equals. During our
tour of that area with Sri Datar, 1 pointed out to our Minister for
Public Works the treatment meted out by the Pallars to the
Parayars of that area. The Government -seem to be following a
very nice policy of pandering to that section of the Hurijans who
are 10 a majority in any particular area. In the southern area if
the Pallars are in a majority, they rush to their help. In the
northern area if the Parayars ure in a majority, they would rush
to the help of the Parayars. 1 do not know whether they will rush
to their aid, also if they get sufficient political awakening. What
will happen if the Parayars get sudden social awakening and start
attacking the Pallars? So, these 16 villages—even formerly when
Mr. Thevar was doing Congress work and we were pampering him,
everybody inclusive—were the trouble spot. All the Nadars, as
one man, belonged to the Justice Party and the Harijans in that
area, as one man, belonged to the Depressed Classes Federation
headed by late Dr. Ambedkar. This late Emmanuel about whom
much is talked was a Member of that Federation and was taken
into the Congress fold in the 1952 elections. These Harijans voted
anti-Congress. But the Congress forces built up and nurtured by
Sr1 Muthuramalinga Thevar and the anti-Congress forces changed
places and once the Government started their move, things flared
up in that area. ' '

Mr. Chairman, if you will study the chronology of events, you
will note one significant fact. The trouble was not confined only
to the 16 villages. A new village, Arupkulam in Parawmakadi
taluk and not in Mudukulathur taluk, allso got this infection. The
significant fact is this. Srr Emmanuel was murdered on the 11th.
There was trouble in Arunkulam on the 13th. When we went
along with Sri Datar and enquired there in the village, the
Harijans who deposed before Sri Datar were not aware that one

" Emmnanuel had been murdered. The Hon. Minister Mr. Kakkan

was there. The Harijans of that place were not aware of it on
the 13th. But there is a significant sentence in the Statement of
the Hon. the Home Minister.  ‘ Sri Muthuramalings Thevar
chided his followers for allowing even Pallans like Emmanuel to
talk back to him.” There was altercation between Sri Muthurama-
linga Thevar and Emmanuel and the next day he was r:urdered.
What is the insinuation? I would like to recall to our Congress
friends how the Wavell Conference broke down during the Inde-
pendence struggle. Why did it break down? It broke down
because among other things, the Congress said that it represented
the Muslims of India, but the Muslim League and Jipnah said
that they represented the Musilims of India. The Wavell con-
ference broke down. But on that account did Gandhi murder
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Jmnah or did Jinnah murder Gandhi? It was a similar altercation
that took place in the peace conlerence. Br Muthpramal_mga
Thevar said, ' Kmmanuel did not represent all tl.le sections of the -
Harijans though he might represent some of his followers. I have
got an M.1.A. who really represents the Harijans of that area. If
I uccept that Kmmanuel represents all the Harijans of that area,
1 will be letting down my followers. So, let us SIgn lhe'a}ppeal
separately.”  Does this mean that S Muthuramalinga Jh(—:\"al.'
chalienged the leadership of Emmanuel? Do you  expect Sri
Muthuramalinga Thevar to sink so low as to throw challenges to
all and sundry? Yet, Government =ay that.

In his narration ol the incidents the Hon. the Home Mmister
states : * At about 6 a.m. on 16ih September 1957 there was a
clash between the Thevars of 1llanjambur and Harijans of Veeram-
bal, in which four Thevars including a woman and wwo Harijans
died and 17 Harijans and two Thevars were injured.  The same
dav u mob of armed Thevars burnt nearly 60 houses it i‘rulandi-
pa.m and Senthakottai villages. Three Harijans including one
wornan were killed, and a Harijan woman seriously injured . It
was a planned attack, a deliberate attack. About 2,000 or 3,000
Havyjans marched from Veerambal to Hlanjambur.  There was a
slate of seige. On the way, a whole family, persons vho were
sleeping, were hacked to pieces except that an old mun who was,
taken to be dead was left wounded. It was a gruesome tale tHat
was told about the murder, cold-blooded murder, of sleeping
persons.  There was a pregnant woman. She was hacked to pieces.
The womb was torn open and the embryo of the child was brought
out and cut to pieces. It was not a merg clash. The Herijans
attacked Illanjambur. li was a seige. as repulsed by the
Maravas of Illanjambur. In that area it is the only village where
you have Maravars in considerable numbers. In the other villages
the Harijans predomidate. As 1 mentioned earlier, if there were
150 Harijan houses, there would be 10 Marava houses. If there
were 100 Harijan houses, there would be 5 or 6 Marava touses. In
that way the Harijans predominate in that area.

In the next paragraph the Hon. Minister states: * On 16th
September 1957 a Police party on patrel duty came upon soume
500 Harijans at Keerandai and arrested 120 of them to prevent
any possible attack by them on Maravars. Several aruvals and
other weapons were recovered from them.” We should be truth-
ful and conscientious in pronouncing facts and in bringing facts to
the notice of the people. So, what happened was that the whole
thing was engineered by the old Justice Party people there . I do
not know if the Government were directly responsible for this. I do
not think the Police would have resorted to such drastic action,
such unwarranted violence, if they had not had the previous
sanction of Government or the oral approval of some of the
Ministers of Government. Anyway my interpretation of the
whole happening was this. What the Government wanted to do

~ was ** Set up one community against another and after a seriods

C—2
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clash, after bpth the parties have destroyed one another, step in
under the guise of establishing law and order, come out and say
to the world * See Maravars * attacked the Harijans and we saved

s 9y

the Harijans’.

The Government wanted that the trouble should be localiced.

3 pm, They thought that they could put an end to this easily and they

were confident of that. But the whole plan miscarried. 1n
Arunkulam, the Harijans were in a majority and they thought that
they could successfully attack the Maravars of that village. Inci-
dentally, 1 may mention that in Arunkulam, theie are only five
Marava houses, while the remaining houses are those of Kallars,
Ahamudayars, Konars and Pandarams. Many houses are not
there belonging to Maravas. Only five houses are those ¢f Mara-
vas. During our tour, the people were scrupulously clear in
referring to them as G/ v & @da @ S6” “ G g Has m SG”
They said so. The remaining houses belong, of course, to other
sections of the Mukkulathar community. They expected that the
Harijans would come out better off, but they came out worse off
in the clash. Therefore, to maintain their prestige, to sustain their
prestige, to show to the Harijans that still the Government were
puwerful and that the Government could come to their rescue, took
the Harijans to other places. They had to go to Keelathooval. It
was a measure to terrorise the Maravars of that aren. According
to the Police Inspector’s version, one fine morning they should
have proceeded to Melathooval to arrest some persons, but wiongly
went to Keelathooval. And do you expect, Mr. Chairman, a crowd
of 300 or 400 to remain collected there expecting this Inspector with
a posse of constables, to attack and destroy them? You, Mr.
Chairman, and some of the hon. Members of this IHouse should
visit that Keelathooval village. It is a tiny hamlet, a bit removed
from the main road, some 25 miles away from Arunkulam village
where the previous day incidents had taken place. Sir, the vil-
lagers of Keelathooval do not read newspapers; they do not have .
radios; they do not get wireless messages. They were completely
unaware that something had happened in Arunkulam 25 miles
away. Even road communication is very difficult there. Even to
go by a jeep from one village to another, it takes two hours or three
twurs. In that village cparticularly, the Harijans and Maravars
live together. There is no Harijan cheri in that whole area and
the Harijans do not live separately. So, the Police people go
there and shoot down the people. But we are asked to believe
that 300 people collected there and attacked the Police, and that
they (the Police), in fear of their life, in self-defence, shot them
dewn! It is impossible to believe. It is to resuscitate their losing
prestige that they have done it.

The next day, on the 16th, lllanjambur is attacked. Then
the Harijans move to Keerandai, a Marava village. They are
baulked in their attempt. By chance, by a mere chance, the
Police officer stops them. What happens afterwards? On the
{7th, the Police come to Keerandai and shoot down people. That,

T
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was what happened there. My contention 1s that they had no
work at Keerandai. Sir, during all this happening, nowhere near
that area were the DPolice stationed. On the 16th, there is an
attack on Illanjambur by the Harijans of Veerambal. On the 16th
evening itself, Keerandai is sought to be attacked by the Harijans.
On the 17th, there is a shooting in Keerandai” But nowhere
near about, you find a single policeman. The Police are simply
withdrawn. I asked the Collector how it happened. He said,
** Somehow or other, it was a bungling. There was a change of
a company or battalion.”” A vacuum could have been created for
& day, for six hours. A vacuum to be created, a complete power
vacuum to be created in that area for successive days is a deliberate
plan. The Harijans are in a majority there. The Government
wanted that either the Harijans should re-attack the Maravars or
that the Maravars should attack in retaliation so that the Govern-
ment might make political capital out of it. That was why the
entire area was left without Police protection.

What do you find then? On the morning of the 20th in retali- -
ation, the Maravars attack the Harijans of Veerambal; they attack
the Harijans in the early hours of the 20th morning. By 12 noon,
the Harijans of Veerambal once again attack Illanjambur. That is
not mentioned in the Minister’s statement. That village has been
deserted by the Maravars. The Harijans go there, burm all the
Marava houses, destroy the cattle, demolish the vessels, spoil the
foodgrains and commit all sorts of atrocities. A sort of personal
vendetta has been carried on in that area. So much so all these
troubles take place and the Government choose tc arrest Mr.
Muthuramalinga Thevar. When? Not when the trouble s tak-
ing place, but after all this trouble is over and when there is peace
established. Mr. Muthuramalinga Thevar has been consistently
appealing for peace, but he is being jeered at. It is mentioned
that he 'was persistently saying that Bose was alive and was
inciting his followers. Well, is it inciting communal hatred to
repeatedly say that Bose is alive? He sincerely believes in what
he said. Just as there are people who believe that there is God
and some others who equally sincerely believe that there is no
God, so also he sincerely believes that Bose is alive and
that a third world war will take place. What is wrong in that?
By this argument do the Government mean to suggest that the
Maravars of the whole area were given by Mr. Thevar a carte
blanche? Is it the argument of the Government? FEven now the
Indian National Congress has not passed a resolution touching the
death of Bose. Recently I saw in the newspapers that Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru would bring the ashes of Bose to India, but he
has not done that. So, there is still an atmosphere of mystery
around Bose and it is believed that he is still alive and that
he may be expected any day in India. It can be no argument
of any Government to clap him in jail for this terrorism.
As Mr. Nehru once remarked, Mr. Chairman, it onlv shows the

* attitude of this Government. He says, ‘“ Every Government,

every reactionary Government, alien or Swadeshi, when it fears
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for its own existence, indulges in territorism and such a reactionar
Government lives in an atmosphere of deception . . . . in
the name of law and order and under cover of peace, shoots,
kills and imprisons and gags and does every illegal and
disorderly act ’. That is what the Government of Madras are
doing now. There has not been any communal enmity between
the communities there. Possibly hon. Members of this House
are mistaken due to the misleading reports of the Government.
They seem to imagine that the position of Harijans in that area
is analogous to that of Harijuns in some other districts. 1t is not
so. The Hon. Minister was there. Ninety per cent of the Hari-
jan population in Arunkulam village own lands and cultivate
their own lands; they are not serfs of the Maravars. I challenge
the Hon. the Minister for Home to produce a single case in the
past 50 years, a single prosecution where Harijans and Maravars
had not figured as the joint accused. They might have committed
wrong; they might have committed criminal offences. But the
Maravars alone did not do them. In those places, Pallar is called
Kudumban. So in every case of prosecution, you will find a
Marava and a Kudumban standing together in the dock. They
were together. Never was it the case that the one was the serf
of the other. In Arunkulam a Harijan told us when asked, ** Are
vou serfs of the Maravars here? Do you go to their fields for work
like hayvesting, transplanting, ete.? "’that they were not serfs
and that they would not do such work. He said, ** We own our
own lands. Sometimes even a Marava may come to work in.our
lands for wages. But we do not work for them.” That is the
position there. They live in such amity. Xxcept in these six-
teen villages which had been nurtured and brought up :n the
British tradition in those days, in no other place in that area was
there even a single incident. The British tactics, anfortunately,
have been adopted by the present Government. What T would like
to warn the Government is : * You are in a playful manner, to save
vour own skin, spreading this virus of communalism. What will
happen if it seeps through into the Services? Beware.” You will
have to send Policemen to shoot down people when a communal
clash breaks out. If a communal clash breaks out in your own
Services, they will have to shoot one another down. You will then
stand condemned before the world. For God’s sake, for the sake of
the memory of Mahatma Gandhi, leave off communalism. Don’t
try to protect Policemen if they have exceeded their limit. The
Chief Minister is a bachelor. Napoleon once said, ‘ Power is
my mistress and I will zealously guard her. I have got hLer at
such a heavy cost and I will not share her with anybody else.’
Similarly our Chief Minister is wedded to power and he is imper-
vious to finer human sentiments. But the other Ministers have
families and children. Search your conscience and tell the people
what you think. In the name of Mahatma.Gandhi whose follower
T am and whose followers we are, assess the situation, and cure
the disease. In your statement. in the help you render, in your

rescue work, don’t mention these communities. Thus rave the *

country. Otherwise, you will stand condemned by posterity.v You
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are going to be in power for four more years. I know no noconfi-
dence motion will shake vou out of office, because you have got
a brute najority. How you have obtained that brute majority
18 another historv on which I shall not dilate now.

SRT A, GAJAPATHY NAYAGOR: Is the term * brute
majority ' parliamentary?

Mr. (HAIRMAN : It is parliamentary.

Tae Hon. Sr1 R. VENKATARAMAN @ All majority s brate
majority.

*Smr T. GG, KRISHNAMOORTHY : All majority need not
necessarily be brute majority.

You are going to continue in power for four more years. Don’t
lose your heads, don’t develop vanity, don't trv to rreat people
with contempt. There is demand for a judicial enquiry. Why
do you shirk it? Why do vou fear it? Just think at least for
this one reason. After the Congress came into power in this
country, there have been so manyv shooting incident~. Nowhere
wos the charge levelled against the Government, agairst the Police,
that unarmed people were deliberatelv taken blindfclded and shot
dead. Iiverywhere the grievance was that the Police need not
have resorted to shooting and that thev could have controlled ihe
situation without resort to shooting. Here alone that rumour is
coming up. To allay the suspicions of the people of Tamil Nad who
are your masters and my masters, institute a judicial enquiry and
release Svi Muthuramalinga Thevar who is an apostle of peace.
He was for peace. People who know him know that. When I
was in the Congress—and T did not know him as intimately as I
know himn today—I too was thinking wronglv abeut him. But,
after having known him, I say he is not a man for violence at
all. He wants peace in the area. The Government are afraid of
him ; they ignored him, as they say they have ignored E. V. Rama-
swami Naicker. We have come together, our political party is
strengthening itself and the Government are naturally afraid. They
think that by clapping Sri Muthuramalinga Thevar in jail, the
Dewmocratic Congress Party can be wegkened. Sri Muthurama-
linga Thevar must be released and a judicial enquirv must be
instituted.

One word about the amendment. Tt is a sneeky way to make a
Member introduce such an amendment to the motion moved by
the Minister. I request the hon. Member to withdraw that
amendment. The Lower House has passed a vote of confidence mn
toe Ministry. The Ministry will continue in office and the Mem-
ber need not be apprehensive that it will go out of office. T.et
not the Ministry do this in such a sneeky wav in this FTouse.

Srr A. M. ALLAPICHAI : Ts the Chairman also a party to this
snesky method?

* Sr1 T. G. KRISHNAMOORTHY : He is above all these
things even if he is a party to it.
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1 appeal to the Members of this House to consider what all I
have said about the disturbances, and I appeal to she Members of
the Party in power to tell the Ministry in the course cof ther
speeches : * Let them be temperate in their language ; let them

mstitute a judicial enquiry and let them release Sri Muthuramalinga
Thevar.’

Skt V. CHAKKARAI CHETTY : Sir, I am sorry I cannot
speak in Tamil. My acquaintance with Tamil is o poor that 1
cannot express my views adequately in that language. I can say
what I wish to say better in English. Unfortunately, I have been
brought up in a school where in my younger days all my debating
qualitier were developed only in English. There was no,"'amil
debating society in the Madras Christian College in those days.
Therefore, I had to speak in English in season and out of season till
I joined the labour party where I was obliged to spesk in broken
Tamil, in Tamil that could be understood by the common people.

Sir, there are two things inter-related in this matter. One is
the deplorable incidents that took place in Ramanathapuram and
the second is the attitude of the Government. I do not vant to
confuse these two issues. In the first place, I should like to say
that I do not belong to any of the communities affected by the
incidemts to which reference has been made in an elaborate man-
ner by the previous speaker. I do not belong to the Maravar com-
munity or the Harijans community or the Nadar community or an
of the other communities in the South. As one who is above al
these communities, I wish to say a few words.

The unfortunate thing is that the Government did not appoint
a judicial body or a judicial officer of the rank of a High Court Judge
to enquire into this matter. They appointed a Member of the
Board of Revenue whose capacity I do not doubt, but whose capa-
city to weigh evidence and to come to real conclusions on evidence
is not accepted by me. If a judical enquiry had been made, we
would have been more satisfied. But, unfortunately, for reasons
best known to themselves, the Government have not acceded to
this popular request. Apart from this omission of the Government,
1 should like to know what is at the bottom of the disturbances.
Some people say that it is communal, other people say that Lehind
the communal facade there were political feelings. I do not know
what conclusion I should come to, because the report of the geutle-
man appointed by the Government (8ri Venka:eswaran) dces not
refer to this matter~ at all. He seems to brush aside the popular
view and says, ‘ T cannot accept the popular view. It is all false.
'Phe Police are justified in shooting.” He was appointed evidently

to find justification for the Police shooting. .As a Government offi-

cer, he could not help doing that. Tt is an unfortunate thing that
the Government should appoint one of their own officers to con-
duct the enquiry. When their own conduct is being challenged,
what is the point in appointing a subordinate to go into this matter ?
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Therefore, do not accept the findings of Mr. Venkateswarun, Low-
ever good he may be in his own Revenue Department in collecting
revenue. Unfortunately, this is not a watter for collection of
revenue, but a matter for weighing evidedce and proposing
measures for the prevention of such occurrences in the future.
The question is whether this is purely a communal affair
or whether there is something behind it. Some political
animosity that has been slumbering for years has come to the {ront
and has brought about these disturbances. It is very difficult to
make up my mind cn this question. People say that it is a com-
munal question. Of course, there are so many communitizss in our
country. If communal feelings are going to lead to disturbances,
then there cannot be a single day without disturbances taking place.
There lLas been a good deal of anti-Brahman feeling all over South
India—in the Tamil country especially. But there has been no such
thing as violent riots between Brahmans and Non-Brahmauos.
Because the Bralimans are quiet-going people, it does not mean that
they cannot fight when it comes to a question of preserving their
lives and property. Somehow or other, Non-Brahmans have never
thought it right to attack Brahmans, although there are leaders who
say that the Brahunans must be attacked violently. This is a stupid
assertion with which I am entirely in disagreement. Although my
sympathies are with Non-Brahmans, still I do not believe that any
such propaganda is conducive to the growth of peace and harmony
in our country. We want unity in our country from one end to the
other. This cannot be brough: about by trying to provoke some
slumbering jealousies and antagonisms in our country. ' herefore,
T should like the Government to make up their mind and tell us
what exactly there is behind this disturbance. Is it purely a case
of communal feeling between Maravars and Harijans? The term
‘* Harijan *’ is a very large term, and Gandhiji, unfortunately, crin-
cd this term in order to placate the depressed classes. ‘ Hari-
jan ' covers such a multitude of tribes and races that one does not
know exactly how many tribes it covers. Therefore, it s2ems to
me that we must try to discover what is at the bottom of this
trouble—whether it is purely communal feeling brought sLout by
some members of one community speaking ill of the members of
another community, which very often happens. Now the Maravars
are called Thevars. I remember a stanza in Nannool, which, T
think, the Finance Minister will confirm. My knowledge of
Tamil grammar is fading, but I will tell you what Nannool says.

It says— :
‘wssen Bpeur misr ewi % whpullt eeTeray (Riveeyn
-Wo'o'l_ﬁ&m ,. -

This is a stanza which I got by heart when I was studying in the
fourth form or fifth form. The Ministers are distinguished Tamil
scholars, but T am a poor specimen. So far as the stanza goes, it
says, ‘ Gsar ' comes,under ‘2wiS%m . . )

Tre Hon. Srt R. VENKATARAMAN : That term refers to
“ Gods .
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Se1 V. CHAKKARAI CHETTY : You may say tha 1t vefers
to *“ Gods . 1 do recognize that. That is also an interpretation.
But 1 use the term for the purpose of em hasising my view that
because Thevars are comparable to gods like 1ndra and others in
Heaven? they musc cease their antagonism. I appeal 10 them all
from this place, if my appeal is of any use, that they should stop
their antagonism and behave like gods. Of course, at one time
there were fights between the Devas and the Asuras. In our
puranas, we read so many of these stories. Bu 1 Liope there is not
‘going to be a recrudescence in modern times of the ancient feuds
between the gods and those inferior to them. A judicial enquiry
would have been quite proper to tell us exactly what lies at the
bottom of this trouble and what steps should be taken in order to
bring about peace and harmony. In the second place, T thould
say, Sir, 'that Police interference and shooting is not at all a happy
affair. They thought of preserving the peace by shooting down
people. Cannot they preserve the peace without shooting down
~ people? Anyone can shoot down people. If T am attacked, I
attack mny opponent in turn and give him two blows for nae Hlow.
This 13 one way of meeting violence. But good people try to pacify
and bring about better relations. Why cannot the Police be imbued
with the notion that, instead of shooting down people at short
range, they should bring about peace by forging concord smong
the leaders of the communities? I suppose the Police are being
trained in their schools to bring about peace among hostile groups.
Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the children
of God. I wish that our Government should bear thjs in mind
and teach our Police not to use force and that they should not shoot
- down people. Tear-gas may be used on the people. You may let

out laughing-gas which will make the combatants on hoth sides'
laugh .and laugh and finally embrace each other. Shooting down
people does not do.credit to Government. Look at the way in
which the Communist Government in Kerala are carrying on.
There too there is communal feeling between Nayarg aud other
communities. But there they are trying to keep peace and order
without having resort to the Police, whereas in Tamil Nad, with all
the Tamil culture, there is resort to police firing. The stanza in
Purananooru says, ‘* wighn em@r wreumy ~ Gsofli ', This is an
ancient saying. If such a country indulges in-shooting, then it
is -a very deplorable thing: Something is wrong to-day with
the morale and the sociology of our people. I wish the (fovern-
ment paid attention to these things instead of referring to appoint-
ments given to this comiunity or that community. This is our
greatest curse, I thought that we had passed that stage nfter we
attained independence. But,.unfortunately, it still clings to us
from the days of the Brijtish regime when the Britishers used {o
set ‘up one community against another for the sake of getting
appointments. Even now it is not too late to appoint a judicial
officer of the eminence of a District Judge or a High Court Judge
referably, to go into the matter and weigh the evidence. Mr.Ven-
ﬁateswaran brushes aside completely the story of the villagers and -
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says that it is all false and that the Police are justified in shooting.
He does not give even the approximate number of people who attack-
ed. He says that the number might be somewhere between 300
and 1,000. What am I to conclude from such an uncertain report
that a huge number of men were ready and prepared to do mis-
chief and that the DPolice were justified in shooting down people?
Instead of shooting down men, they could have taken less harmful
measures. 1 wish that the Government should consider along with
experts what they should do in order to put down, without shoot-
ing people who resort to violence or who are prepared to do some-
thing in the nature of breaking the peace. 1 am not satisfied with
the attitude of the Government in this matter. 1 do not say that
the Government are communal minded, but I say that the Govern-
ment will be discharging their duty well by ordering an enquiry of
the kind demanded by all the parties in the country, namely, Com-
munists, Dravida Kazhagam, etc. An enquiry by a judicial officer
in this matter will reveal whether there is caste feeling behind these
disturbances or there is mere political feeling behind, which the
caste men have taken advantage of. Very often, in political rela-
tions, caste feelings play a great part. I have myself had a good
deal of experience in this respect. All people voted for ine even
though they knew that I was an Indian Christian. Hindus voted
for me as probably they thought that T was a good Hindu by birth,
though Clristian by faith. At that time. there were, cf course,
feelings of Brahmin and anti-Brahmin, Justice Party as opposed
to the Cougress Party, and so on. But in those days, there were
no communal clashes. I know of a small incident which tcok plape
at that time in George Town. Some rowdies entered some Brahmin
houses and created nuisance, and this was condemned by the i’arty
jn power at that time. Because, no caste can ever prosper by the
use of force. Force will he met with counter-force.  Even in inter-
national affairs, we see the same thing. When America »ays that
it has invented some atomic weapons, the Soviet Union in rivalry
produces something else and the whole world reverberates with such
weapons of destruction. Let us hope that such unfortunate inci-
dents will not recur in future and that our Government will think
seriously about what they should do to improve the social conditions
of our people.

Sir, reference was made to the existence of political background
to the whole thing. My hon. Friend referred to various political
parties. I do not know much about Ramanathapuram. I have
never gone there myself. I would very much like to go there, study
the situation in detail and see whether there have been political
feelings in those parts. T once again request the Government to
go into the matter in detail instead of merely depending cn a very
superficial report submitted by Sri Venkateswaran who has not del-
ved deep into the matter. He simply says that the people’s version is
wrong and false and that the Police were justified in shooting.
FEvidently, he was appointed with instructions as it were to white-
wash the actions of the Police and put all the blame upon the poor
.Maravars of the place. The Maravars have become the vietims
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of all these vilifications which, 1 hope, will be avoided at least
tugure. 1 hope that the Government will come to the right con-
clusion in regard to tlus matter. 1 appeal to the Government to
go inty this watter a little more carefully and lind out {he real
cause behind these incidents as the Special Officer has uot gone
into the details.

* Dr. A, SREENIVASAN : Mr. Chairman, 1 do not jropose
to enter into the poliiical controversy of the unfortunate happen-
ings in Ramanathapuram district. 1 propose to confine myself
to ome or two points in this connexion. Tirstly, I take scrious
exception to the appoiniment of Mr. Venkateswaran to cnquire
into the happenings in that district. As the Congress Party itself
knows, he 1s a member of the wonderful Steel Frame . . . What
was the opinion that the Congress Party itsell held about the officers
of the Steel Frame? Now, it suits those people to make use of that
officer. He might have been a District Magistrate a long tie
ago. But, he has ceased o have connection with legal proceed-
ings. It is very ditlicult for ordinary human brams to switeh over
from one profession to another. It will take a long time. That
is the one valid reason and scientific reason for which I would
suggest the institution of a judicial enquiry. As the Tamil proverb
wiy oSG0 3 bg Cgoler w1 uni 2 goes, why should the
Government be afraid of such judicial enquiry if they are sure that
ti.ey are not in the wrong?  Why should they refuse the request for
a judicial enquiry? After all, this request is made by all sections
of the people. Whatever be the reasons, the refusal of the request
for a judicial enquiry makes one suspicious about the Governnent.
It leads one to believe that there must be something rotten in the
State of Denmark, as somebody said. Therefore, I tequest the
Government to reconsider their decision and not to take this ax a
question of prestige, as the Britisher used to do. The Congress
. Party’ has in the past charged the Britishers with having
stood on false prestige. That being the case, why should these
people do the same thing for which they themselves-blamed the
Britishers? Great men will have humility and will not stand on
prestige. If they admit their fault, it will not be taken as weak-
ness. Only small people will hesitate to do it and in their case, it
may be taken as weakness. After all, the Congress Party is very
strong and it need not be afraid of anything. That is why T say
that the Government need not hesitate to appoint a judicial officer
of senior rank to go into the question. There are three perties
involved in this matter. There is the Maravar community, there
is the Harijan community and there is the Government which is
charged with having taken part in the incidents. Tt may he poli-
tical, or communal or political-cum-communal.  Only a person with
judicial background and judicious temperament will have the
ability to sift the evidence and come to logical conclusions. Fepe-
cially, when we have separaied the Judiciaty from the Fxecntive,
the Government need not he afraid of appointing a person of high
judicial rank to go into this matter. Surely, the Taw “fficers of .
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the Government will be in a position to defend the Government
who have been charged with complicity in this matter. In this
connexion, I wish to draw the attention of the Government to what
appeared in today’s ‘ Hindu ’ about the enquiry into Raipur Pclice
Firing. Mr. Justice Bhatta, the officer appoinied to enquire into
the incident, is reported to have ruled that the Advocate-General
could not participate on behalf of the Staie Government in the
proceedings of the Commission as the State Government were not
a party and that the Advocate-General could, however, appear before
the Commission on behalf of the distriet officials. A sister Govern-
ment has done it. So, there is no harm in the Madras Government
also doing the same thing. Fven now it is not too late to reconsider
the whole matter and appoint a member of the Judiciary to go into
the question.

Now, T propose to dissect Mr. Venkateswaran’s report a little.
On the question of examination and cross-examination of witnesses,
he seems to have asked the lawyers to put questions to the wit-
nesses through him only. There are a number of Advocates on the
Treasury Benches.

Tue Hon. Sr1 C. SUBRAMANIAM : Can a doctor switch over
to the lawvers’ profession?

* Dr. A. SREENIVASAN : T am talking from the common-
sense point of view and not as a doctor. As a man having some
commonsense, I can certainly point out certain discrepancies found
in the report. There is nothing wrong in doing it. One need not
be a doctor or a lowyer to do it. :

Sk1 K. BALASUBRAMANYA AYYAR: As jury.

* Dr. A. SREENIVASAN : I do not say that I am jury and all
that. As an ordinary wman, T notice certain discrepancies in the
report. I consider it my duty to present those discrepancies before
the Ministry for its consideration. There are the members of the
legal profession. They know the modus operandsi in regard to cross-
examination of witnesses. They have got a knack of doing things.
Therefore, Mr. Venkateswaran could notehandle questions in the
same manner as a trained lawyer. That is why I say that it is
absolutely unjust on the part of Mr. Venkateswaran to have pre-
vented the lawyers from putting questions to the witnesses directly.

Mr. Venkateswaran says that it is only a fact-finding commission
and I do not think that he went there to find out any facts at all
because he contradicts himself in a number of places. Whenever it
suits his convenience, he accepts the evidence of certain people,
and when it does not suit his convenience, he rejects the evidence
of certain other people which he considers false. Therefore, it is
rather very unfortunate‘that a person of his rank should have been
involved in this matter of enquiry. A person with a judicial frame
.of mind would not have committed the mistake regarding the
number of people forming the crowd. Some people sav that it was
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1,000 ancd some other people say that it was 300. Mr. Venkat-
eswaran believed the evidence of the Police officers in certain
matiers when it suited him and he rejected the evidence of the
same Police officers in certain other matters when 1t did not suit
him. Therefore, there is blowing of hot and cold in the same
breath.

Regarding the five Maravars who were supposed to have been
kept bound up and shot dead and all those things, it is a very
difficult matter and it is a very tricky matter for anybody to go
into. Only a careful and experienced judicial officer will he able
to go into this matter easilv. A judge will not accept the evidence
unless it is corroborated and it is also consistent. 8o, if there is
corroboration of the evidence, he will accept 1t and if there is any
discrepancy, he will reject it. Truth must always be consistent.
Therefore, it is a fallacious argument to say that people gave a
parrot-like version about the incident, which Mr. Venkateswaran
used when he rejected the evidence regarding the five Maravars
who were supposed to have been blindfolded, shot dead and the
like. If I were in the position of Mr. Venkateswaran, I would not
have disbelieved it for this rgason. Are we not aware of the fact
that the Police used the same methods against the Communists
when they wanted to put down the Communists? It is a well-
known fact. Even our Congress friends would have known their
tirade against the Communists. The Police have to use the same
sort of excessive force occasionally and in this case they might
have been mistaken and have done it. Therefore, in the interest
of the Government and in the interest of the officer concerned, it
would be the very best thing for the Government to appoint a
judicial officer to go into this matter because a lot of mud has heen
slung on the face of the Government. Any reasonable Government
must try to come out with such an offer when charges are made
acainst them. In this connexion, I wish to refer to another matter
which the Hon. the Minister for Home also referred to the other
day. Tt is about the judicial enquiry into the allegations against
the former Inspector-General of Police who was charged by some-
body and in order to absolve himself of that charge, he himself
volunteered for an enquiry. When an officer has got that courage
to ask for an enquiry against himself, T do not know why the
Government have not got the courage to face an enquiry'bv a
judicial officer. This is another argument which I use in favour
of a judicial enquiry.

~ Next, I come to the post-mortem examination. Tt is very
unfortunate that a junior Civil Assistant Surgeon has been asked
to perform the post-mortem examination in a medical_case of this
magnitude. Mr. Venkateswaran himself says that this ladv doctor
was ignorant of medical jurisprudence. There was some coloration
caused by the bullet. It has to be considered whether it was due to
carbon and sulphur being associated with blood; it might be that
they would have used disintegrated blood. Tt is more than 80 vears®
since I studied jurisprudence and I still remember the fact that if a
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little salt water is added to the blood, it goes into solution. Then
we will find particles of the blood there. If the doctor has not got
sufticient experience to conduct such post-mortem examination, they
could have at least sent that portion of the tissues affected for
examination by a specialist. In a case like this, the Government
should have ordered the Professor of Jurisprudence to conduct the
post-mortem examination. It is very unsafe to entrust the post-
mortem examination of this magnitude to such junior cfficers.

Lastly, I wish to invite the attention of the Government to
one matter. Sri Muthuramalinga Thevar has been painted in very
dark colours. I do not know whether they are true or false. Only
people who are in the know of things can give a correct opinion .n -
this matter. So far as the Government are concerned, they are not
in a position to keep an open mind in this matter because he was
with them till recently. He parted company with them for reasons
of his own. Now he happens to be their political enemy. There-
fore, when a question like that arises, they will have to be a little
more charitable because even an enemy should not question their
motive. The Government clapped him into the jail under the Pre-
ventive Detention Act. The Government themselves stated in their
statement that he was a sort of chronic criminal. What were they
doing all these days? Why did they not procéed against him un-
der the Dreventive Detention Act before these disturbances started?

Again, T come to another relevant subject. I hope the Hon.
Chairman will permit me to do that. There is another such person
in the State of Madras, threatening a particular community with
dire consequences. It may be an idle threat or it may be real hut

the point is this.
Dr. V. K. JOHN : May I know his name?

* Dr. A. SREENIVASAN : Tt is better not to mention his
pame. I think the Government know it and, therefore, I need not
mention it.

8r1 A. M. ALLAPICHAT: I think the hon. Member Dr.
John also knows it. . .

* Dr. A. SREENIVASAN : For obvious reasons, T do not want
to mention his name. I hope hon. Members will appreciate my
feelings. '

Are the Government going to allow this man to go on doing
his propaganda against a particular community? The Govermment
may not take his words very very seriously and sometimes they
might treat him with contempt. Of course, human nature being
what it is, it is better sometimes to allow persons to go on talking
like that so that they might not have notoriety. But there may be
some followers who rhay take his very words as gospel truth and
do something. Tn Kumbakonam something took place. In Tuti-
corin another thing took place. So, there is no use of locking the
stable after the horse has been stolen. When a>man incites a
person to violence, it is an offence, according to law. He need not
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commit violence. Thercfore, T wonder what the Government are
going to do in this matter. Of course, they are waiting for the
report of his speech but one of the easiest things would be to ask
the Police Department to investigate into the matter. If it is not
possible to get the report from the Press, I think the Police can
issue summons and get the report of his speech from various news-
papers. Already much water has flowed under the bridge and the
Government must take action quickly. Even in the case of medical
treatment, it is easy to treat the disease at a perticular stage. If
it is allowed to become chronic, it is most difficult to treat and even
a veritable Dhanvantry may not be able to do anything in the
matter. I want you to place yourself in the position of a doctor and
whatever the symptoms may be, it is better to go to the root of the
disease and try to offer proper remedy.

In the matter of shooting, I want to say one word. When a
similar shooting took place in Delhi recently, the Hon. the Home
Minister at the Centre said in Parliament that it was a very un-
fortunate incident and that whenever shooting took place in future,
he would see that a judicial enquiry was ordered. Rightly or
wrongly, you may think the common man is mad. But there is
goodness even in madness. e has implicit faith in the Judiciary.
People like me—hundreds and thousands of them—have pinned
their faith on judicial findings.

Tre Hox. Sr1 M. BHAKTAVATSAT,AM : Fven if the Judge
happens to be a member of the Steel Frame?

* Dr. A. SREENIVASAN : Yes; I know what the Hon.
Minister is hinting at. He refers to Mr. Ramaswami’s findings. T
am not on that subject. The point is this. Whoever be the man,
whether he has been recruited from the cadre of District Judges
or directly recruited and made High Court Tudge, we have faith in
him. That is the experience of very many people in this country.
When the person takes the place of a Judge, he always tries to do
justice. Here and there, theregnay be some black sheep.

Dr. V. K. JOHN : An important point is that a High Court
Judge cannot be removed, hy the State Government.

Tre HoN. Sr1 M. BHAKTAVATSALAM : Fven the members
of the All-India Services cannot be removed by the Btate Govern-
ment, without the concurrence and approval of the Central Gov-
ernment.

Dr. V. K. JOHN : But it is much easier to remove an 1.C.S.
man from service than a High Court Judge.

i

* Dr. A. SREENIVASAN : My charge against Sri Venkates-,
waran is this. e has not been accustomed to judicial proceedings
of late. He was a Distriet Collector some &ime ago and he is a,
very good man. But he has been ont of touch with such things and
when one is out of touch, it is very difficult for one suddenly to

B
d
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awiteh over to another cirenmstance. T was mentioning about thej

Centra] Home Minister's speech in Parliament on Police firing.
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He himselt wanted some sort of judicial enquiry and it took place.
1 do not find the reason why the Madras Government should per-
sist In saying that no judicial enquiry is necessary at all. Their
argument may be this. ‘* 1f we order a judicial enquiry, the fire
will consume everything.”” But they themselves called Sri Ven-
kateswaran’s enquiry a sort of judicial enquiry. Has it increased
the riots in those places?

Srr A. M. ALLAPICHAIL: 1 think it has added to the riots.

* Dr. A. SREENIVASAN : Yes; you know better. Our Home
Minister is a seasoned politician and rubs shoulders with all sorts
of people. lle knows human psychology very well. Even now,
1t 18 not too late to recousider his position. Whatever may have
been his reasons to decide that no judicial enquiry is called for, yet
fet him reconsider the question and try to have one. Politics itself
is a series of compromises. No harm will be done to the Govern-
ment or their prestige by having a judicial enquiry.

Finally, Sir, will the Government please see that the Police
squads are provided with tear-gas apparatus in the place of rifles?

Dr. T. V. SIVANANDAM : Mr. Chairman, the hon. Member
Sri T. G. Krishnamoorthy has given a graphic description of the
whole affair in the phraseology of Medicine and Pathology. He
said that it wad a sort of virus infection disseminated in all dis-
tricts. I do not know how he got that idea. But whatever it is,
this subject, as he himself said, has been thrashed out in the As-
sembly. Now, he has come forward not with any idea of censuring
the Government, but to know the root cause for it, how it has
spread and how far it lies in our power to arrest its spread. If we
go into the history of the riots, we can find that a sort of feudal
system was prevalent during the time of the alien rulers and that
it has continued even after they left the country. It is really a
pity that in some taluks in Ramanathapuram, our expectations have
not been fulfilled in the matter of progress of National Extension
Service and T.ocal Development Werks. Sir, a sort of accusation
is levelled against the Hon. Minister for Finance by some poli-
ticians that a good amount of money has been spent on such works
in the Coimbatore district, and that good progress has been made.

Srr V. V. RAMASWAMI: .ogob @uavG STeYsnése54ES

W Ghgresr Qan@ialn Lgnad Qi C8mal.

Dr. T. V. SIVANANDAM : If that were the case, it is be-
cause the people in that district have co-operated with the Govern-
ment and come forward with all kinds of help. There are five
taluks in Ramanathapuram district in which development works
have been faken up. Only in one of them, viz., Smvilliputtur,
people have co-operated and good work has been done. In other
taluks like Mudukulathur, no work has been done. Tt was stated
in the Tower House Yesterday that we had fine irrigation facilities

.and that water was provided to the maximum extent possible in
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our district alone. Sir, in Ramanathapuram also there are facili-
ties available but the people have not come forward to take ad-
vantage of them. Of course, we cannot find fault with the people
also. There are leaders and it is only the leaders that have to come
forward and tell the people that the Government will give maximum
help if they co-operate. The leaders have failed in their duty and
they have not cared to lead the people in the proper way. They
have not cared for the improvement of their status. Hence they
have been put in the dark, in the background. I was fold that
there were no proper roads and no proper irrigation facilities.
But these leaders, instead of improving the status of the people who
believed in their leadership, failed in their duty to give them a
correct lead and enable them to go in the right path. Such being
the case, naturally there is a certain amount of jealously between
party and party. In the neighbouring districts we see the people
have improved quite a good lot. A lot of people have utilised their
money with the help of the Government and have come up.

Now, for this kind of communal strife that was going on in that
place, it was said that Sri Muthuramalinga Thevar was partly
responsible. Whether a particular person is responsible or not is
not the question we are concerned with. There are two prominent
communities, Harijan and Marava communities in that area. For
a very long time, the Harijans were ill-treated, trodden down and
treated as slaves. From a booklet recently published, we could
see how the Harijans of that area were treated. They were subjec-
ted to such treatment for hundreds of years and such treatment 18
still being meted out to them. When these Harijans realise that
they have been so badly treated, it is but natu;’al for them to
expect that they should be treated properly especially when'.the
Congress is wedded to abolish untouchability and‘upllft the Harijans
and the Depressed classes. It might be asked. Why did they not
exhibit their desire before? * They were under tyranny for a long
time and they could not break it easily. But the fact is there that
they were treated very, very badly and that they were not given
the amenities which the people in the other districts and in some
areas in the same district enjoyed. Such good things were {orbid-
den to them. One community was treating them very badly.

Sir, reference was made to the Nadar community. I say it is
not good of us to say that the Nadars incited tlie Harijans. There
is a feeling among the public why the Chief Minister did not go to
that district. I can understand this feeling and can also give an
answer. It would have been, of course, proper on the part of the
Chief Minister to go to that district at a time when there was
rioting going on because he comes from that district. But be stood
out. Whyv? There is now a sort of communal feeling there. We
have found out even from the last election that there is a good
amount of misunderstanding between party and party and caste and
caste. Sri Kamaraj Nadar happens to be the Chief Minister at
present. He happens to belong to the Nadar community. Defi-
nitely the same voice, which says now that it is wrong on the part

.
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of the Chief Minister not to have gone there, would say if he had
gone there, that he went there because he was interested in Nadars
and that” he incited the Nadars and other people against the
Maravars. 1t is proper and justifiable that he did not go there. I
am happy that good sense prevailed in the Cabinet and that Sri
Kamaraj Nadar did not go there. Because he did not go, it is not
possible for people to say now that Nadar was behind all this. On
account of party feelings or to take advantage of the present troubled
position, they may say a lot of things. Sir, there was an enquiry.
‘I'wo senior Ministers went there. All this ought to have heen
appreciated by the critics of the Government. But they failed in
that also. Their criticism is that Nadar has not gone there.

- When this ill-treatment had been going on there for a long time,
it was natural that some things happened. A Peace Committee is
formed. The Government statement refers to it. 1 do not know
what exactly the fact is. One party says, * Why was Emmanuel
still kept there?’ The other party says, ‘ Such a thing is not
good . Sir, I have had no chance of coming into contact with
Mr. Thevar. But several times I have seen him addressing meet-
ings at Coimbatore. At least I thought that he was a wholesume
man, a good man with control over his people, with communal
feelings in him. He is called ‘ Pasumpon Thevar ’. That is the
nickname given to him. He is not an ordinary man. He is a man
who knows everything. He knows ‘ Kural ’. He is a God-fearing
man. We cannot find fault with him. He is of the conviction
that Mr. Nelru is still alive. (Hon. Members : Netaji Bose.) - 1
am sorry, it is his conviction that Bose is still alive and will come out
with his Asian kberation army. He believes it. His strong hold
and control over the Maravars in that part of the country made them
believe that Bose was still living and that he would be coming.
(Laughter.) He used to say that he (Bose) would be coming on
Saghti. He never mentioned on which Sashti he would come. 1In
that manner he was bringing up his people. Those people with
a poor standard of living, without proper education, could not think
independently. 'What should a powerful -man like him have done
when this kind of strife arose in his place’, and a peace conference
was convened to bring about peace in that area? Whoever it might
be, whether it was Emmanuel or anybody representing the Harijans,
when people came forward to die for the country and to bring about
peace in that area, he must have thought that that man was his
equal and signed the appeal along with him. Somehow, due to
communal feeling, he could not consider Emmanuel as the proper
leader. Bome things happened subsequently. We do not know
whether Thevar was responsible for them, for the murder of
Emmanuel, or not. But what really happened was that in
broad daylight in the evening he was murdered near the bus-stand.
Everybody there kept quiet. Sir, I ask, *“ If a man is murdered
in the corridor of this House, will everybody here keep quiet?

PDon’t we have human sympathy? ’* If the Chairman is tyrannical,

if he is having & strong hold on us all, then we will keep quiet.
T C—4’ '
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Otherwise, we would go out and ask the man who committed that
act, ° Why, dear friend, are you doing like that? ' This incident
is sufficient to prove that people in that area shudder to come
forward and say that a particular man has killed Emmanuel. That
shows that people are afraid of something and that is why they are
not willing to come forward to say who killed Emmanuel. Who
do they fear? 1t is the leader, who is there for a long time getting
their votes and coming to the Assembly, they are afraid of. He
is & leader and whether he is responsible or not, his name will be
dragged into this. It is on account of him that they are afraid. If
they say anything about the happening, something bad will befall
them. That is why the Government have not come forward
complying with the request for a judicial enquiry. A senior member
of the I.C.8. has made the enquiry. That officer has gone to the
place and enquired fully into the matter. If hon. Members want
a judicial enquiry, that will be a vote of censure on the senior I.C.8.
officer with whose hLelp we practically run the administration. That
being the case, there is no point in asking for a judicial enquiry.
8till why do some Members ask for it? We know perfectly well
what they are driving at. If, according to their request, a judicial
officer is sent and if that officer also happens to come to more or less
the same decision, will they be prepared to accept it? Then they
will ind fault with him and say that he also belongs to that same
Steel Frame of officers and that he has only obeyed the Ministers.
Now, therefore, we have got to make out a catalogue of the incidents
and find out what the root causes are. According to me, the root
cq{use is that the place is much under-developed. There is no use of
finding fault with the Government or that officer, 8ri Venkateswa-
ran, or anybody else. We have to find out ways and means to
improve the place and rid it of casteism, wrong leadership, ete.
Things have got to improve that way. It is the duty of not only the
Congress Party, but of all the Parties in the country to come forward
and see that the existing defects there are rectified. Unless we do
such things, things will not improve there. If all the Parties come
together, realise that the place is under-developed, examine why it
is under-developed and chalk out a prograimme to improve the area,
if they find that leadership is had there and that leadership has
been there for years having such a tremendous hold on the people
as to cripple the efforts of Government, to improve the conditions
of the people, and then if they take steps to provide all the
amenities as laying of roads, starting of schools, provision of irriga-
tional facilities for growing more food, etc., then we can change
that under-developed area into a well-developed one. I feel that
Mr. Thevar himself must come forward and say that his taluk is
most backward and that, therefore, efforts should be made to
improve it properly and to raise the standard of living of the people
there. T have heard of him as having a- tremendous hold on his
eople. Hence, it is not even the duty of the Government but the
duty of the leadership. The leaders must come forward to improve
the condition of the people. If the conditfon of the people i8
improved, naturally communal strife will disappear in course of,
time. So, it is in the leadership that the responsibility lies. Bo,

DISCUSSION ON THE STATEMENT re¢ DISTURBANCES IN THE 145
RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT

1st November 1957] [Dr. T. V. Sivanandam]

Mr. Thevar himsell who has such wholesome control over the
people must take the lead. If he does so, nobody can say ‘no’ to
that. All the parties must join together and see that such a thing

comes to pass.

SRI T. G. KRISHNAMOORTHY : So, vou are for releasing
Myr. Thevar?

Dr. T. V. SIVANANDANM : That is for the Government to say.
T am only giving my opinion.

So, the parties must create such a climate there that the place
improves and flourishes. If that is done, communal hatred will
automatically disappear. When leaders show the right path,
people will follow that. Hence, T request the Members of all the
Parties and leaders of all the Parties to come forward and see that
that particular area which is very backward today is improved soon.
It has been long enough neglected. It is the prime duty of all to raise,
the standard of living of the people there so that they may realise
that they are also equal to other people in the country in sharing
the fruits of Independence. Thank vou, Sir.
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Sar MOHAMED RAZA KHAN : Ou a point of order, Sir. Is
it in order for us to refer to the speeches made in the other House,
because the usual practice has been to avoid such references ?

Mz, CHAIRMAN : A fair reference to the speeches made in
the other House does not matter, so long as the Members are polite

in expression, .
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* Dr. V. K. JOHN : Mr. Chairman, Sir, this House is obli
to you, to the Home Minister and to the Leader of the Ho?lgggfig
enabling us to discuss this matter of very great importance in this
House. Not only lives have been lost, property worth lakhs of
rupees has been lost and a few thousands of houses have been
g]t::qté, qutdt_;hehrepgtation of this State in other parts of India and
side India has been very much damage
recently in Ramanathapurgm. ged by what has occurred

(Deputy Chairman in the Chair.)

If this matter was not discussed in this House, it would
been a great pity and the people would have said that this 111;?12(;
counted for nothing. Therefore, I am deeply obliged personally
and 1 think the other Members of the House also are obliged to
the Home Minister for the statement he made in this House. You
LJ;:; ;légtttedift:f Xhole of to-day for the discussion. We have
g at, e discussion is to be continued to-m we wi
give up the non-official day. A tomorrow, we will

I find many Members like to speak on thie subject. I

. 13 3 . . ‘ t ]

be a high level discussion in this House, and the Govjernment :fgh‘:
be helped in their attitude. Therefore, I think that it will he of
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very great importance to allow speakers sullicient
wish the hon. Member Sri Krishnamoorthy ha
time, because he‘knows all about it. 1 hop
sufficient time for all the speakers and also
discussion.

#/you will al
WRfer day for a ful
142919 )

her of this House

1 am unhappy to note that an hon.

wanted to make this a party matter and gavg & ,
0,

ment to the main motion approving the actioR oF Wie Government:
1 am definitely of the opinion, whatever be t ohyical partv"@-)’,‘
which Le belongs and whatever be his political Pex uac?Qn,;,M‘/

a matter like this where lives have been lost and distiirban
taken place, we must consider the question as a national one and
not as a party matter. 1 am not allowed to make a com:meut on
the discussion in the other House. The other House must take tie
responsibility for its discussion. There are certain matters which
are not at all party matters, for instance, food, flood, drought, and
any other national calamity. It is a very wrong thing and it is
a great mistake—I call it a blunder—that this matter should be
considered in this House or in any other place as a question of
party politics, and that a Member of the majority Party, knowing
fully well that here is a steam-roller majority for the Govermaent,
should move an amendment approving of the action of thgaGovern-
ment. I am not on the legality of it, but T am on the propriety
of it. It is very wrong to move an amendment saying that the
House approves of the action taken by the Government. Even if
the name of the hon. Member was not mentioncd to me, T would
have certainly said, ‘ It is such and such a member . He zlone,
1 say, is capable of supporting the Government in that manner.
1 eondemn this, although the Hon. Chairman has ruled out the
objection from the side of the Opposition that there 1s no provizion
in the rules for such an amendment. Taking full responsibility as
a Member of this House, T say that there 1s no provision in the
rules for an amendment to a motion like the one that bas been
moved. But T am not on the legality of it. The Hon. Chairman
has ruled it out and, therefore, 1 would giﬁve my suggestion, ‘ Let

1
there be no amendment °. VAN 3ty n
L]

Tne Hon. Srt R. VENKATARAMAN : The Hon. Chairman
has ruled it in order. R+

*» Dr. V. K. JOHN: The Hon. Chairman has ruled out the
objection. T am only talking of the ohjection and not about the
amendment. T.et the rules be amended and let everybody know
that even in a matter like this an amendment supporting the Gov-
ernment can be moved. T sav, 8ir, in these matters the Govern-
ment also should not take up the position, * We are all right; we
shall not listen to anybody: we will do what we think is right.
let members who are the elected representatives of the people
the other House and in this House talk: let newspapers write

. editorials: we do not care ’.

C-b

ice of an amend-, <7/
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fron?ﬁ HBN. SrI M. BHAKTAVATSALAM : May 1 kuow, Sir,
fom he Leputy Leader of the Opposition under what rule this
: ssion is taking place? The hon. the Deputy Leader of the

pposition very much wanted this discussion and, therefore, with
due deference to'lus wishes, the motion was moved. 1 would hke
to know from him under what rule this motion has been 1uoved
and the discussion is taking place.

* Dr. V. K. JOHN : Well, the Hon. Minister himself must say
under what rule he has made the motion. Rule 82 under which
this motion is made does not prevent a discussion. A discussion
was agreed to by the Hon. Chairman. If anybody has gone wrong,
it is for the Leader of the House to say that.

* THE HoN. S8Rt R. VENKATARAMAN : Mr. D ir-
man, I am obliged to clarify this point, though I tr?els)(;l tlymfl lll:\l':al
best to keep quiet and listen to the observations of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. The only way in which this subject
could have been discussed in this House is under rule 42 of the
Cquncxl Rules by way of a no-confidence motion. A motion under
this rule would have required the support of at least ten ™cmbers.
It was bu‘ptful whether there would be that support. The cther
way in which a discussion can be raised is under rule 57. }Moen.
Members repfesented to me that one hour, which was allowed inder
that rule, would not be sufficient for the discussion. 'Therefore
in order to allow this House to have a full discussion on this matter ’
the Government came forward with a Statement, and they alm’)
moved the motion, which they are entitled to do during official
days, ‘ that the Statement be taken into consideration ’. Objection
is being taken by the bon. the Deputy ULeader of the Opposition
that such a procedure is not proper. On the contrary, it is the
well-known and well-established procedure in the Honse of
Comuons, in the Lok Sabha, and also in our House. 1 am saying
that the amendment is in order and that it is in accordance witls’
the rules of procedure. It is a well-known practice in the House
of Commons, the Lok Sabha, and our own House. I will read to
you, Mr. Deputy Chairman, the bulletin of the Lok Sabha for 2nd
September 1957. This motion was moved by the Prime Minister
of India. The motion is— |

‘“ That the present international situation and th i

ng. : . e pol
ttihe (’}overnment of India in relation thereto be taken into c%xggger%f
on . l )

; 2. 1 llbt'f}ltllte mot .H s

*“ This House having considered the i i
. ) side present nter .
situation and the policy of the Government of India in I:iltzll(t)il::ﬂ
thereto, fully agrees with and approves the said policy.”’ ‘
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In our own Assembly, there is a precedent. In 1948 (/.ssembly
Debates, Volume NIIL, 1948, page 434-5), the Hon. Dr. T. 8. 8.
Rajan moved, ‘‘ That the statement on the food situation in the
Province may be taken into consideration . Thereupon, Mr.
Mahboob Ali Baig moved the following amendment :—

““ The following shall be added at the end—

* and on such consideration this House is of opinion that
the policy of derationing and decontrol be revised and rationing and
control be reintroduced in the interests of the people of the
Province "."’

Therefore, this is neither new mnor is it contrary to any well-
established practice. This amendment is consistent with our own

rules and practice.

» Dr. V. K. JOHN : The Hon. the Leader of the House can
quote practice, but practice does not make principle. The objection
was overruled. I do not know what the Lok Sabha rule is. But
I am against the propriety of the amendment. 1 said that I was
not so much concerned with the legality of moving the amendment
as T was with the propriety of it. 1t should not appear to the public
that the Government have their own men, that they are in a
majority and that they will carry on. A high level discussion
which should take place in both the Houses on a matier like this
must be a non-party discussion. Every Member of the House bt
got the responsibility not to support the Government in 1 wattev
like the one where lives and property have heen lost. Has any-
thing like this occurred in Madras State for a hundred vears? We
have got a situation which must be cleared up by the efforts
of Members on either side of the House in a non-political way.
This amendment which supports the Government is moved by
2 Member of the Party in power. It should not be the case. Bo,
1 very strongly and very sincerely protest against tae propriety
of such an amendment. T said before and I say igain that even
if T did not know the Member’s name who brought forward the
amendment, I would have put the cap on the head.

Having said this, T must congratulate the Government on their
providing some relief to the people affected. T am not 83Ving
that the relief given is adequate. The Government have considered
that the relief should be given not merely to particular communities
but to all communities who are in trouble. Tt is to the credit of
the Government. But the Government should come forward to

afford adequate relief.

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : The Government have given reliel.

e Dr. V. K. JOHN,: Sir, you are also anxious to come to their

help.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : The hon. Member is making & wrong

* statement,

(=3

p.m.
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* Dr. V. K. JOHN : Sir, I am proceeding step by step. The
first thing is provision of relief. I do not say that the Government
have not given relief. The second thing is whether they have
given adequate relief. There, T say that they have not given
adequate relief. If I were to advise the Government on this matter,
I would have certainly said that the dependants of every person
who died in these disturbances—a large number of pebple are
reported to have been killed by the Police—should be helped by the
Government. Anyway, I cannot find fault with the i'nlice nor
can I support their action unless I know the full facts. T'o-day
I do not know much about these incidents except what appearea
in the papers. If I were to advise the Government on the 1aatter,
I would advise them to give permanent relief to every dependant
of the person who died. It may be that a member of a family who
was the bread-winner and who had many dependants—his wife,
children and poor parents—has died. Such persons’ dependants
should have been given permanent relief. That is one thing. Then.
a number of houses are reported to have been destroyed. These must
be newly constructed at Government expense, that is, public
expense. After all, Government money is public money. Auain, it
is reported that damages to the extent of over Rs. 3 lakhs have
been caused. It must be very much more. Thase should Le paid
by the Government. I do not say that welfare-minded people
should not go and help the poor people there. What I say is that
it is the Government’s responsibility to give permanent Tehef to
all the people who have suffered in those parts by the death of
their near relatives. We do not have correct figures as to the
number of people who have sustained injuries. ‘Their rumber
should be very large indeed. The Government must go to the
rescue and help of all these people and give adequate 1elief to all
of them. I am very pleased that the question of giving relief has
attracted the attention of the Government. But, 1 am sorry that
the relief given is very sparse. I do not know why the Government
should be so miserly. It is not as if they do not have the necessary
funds. Thev have got the money and they are wasting croves
and crores of rupees on various items. lven now it is not too
late. They must, at least now, come forward to give permanent
and adequate relief to the affected persons. '

Sir, T am very pleased to note that the Government are anxious
—they have expressed their anxiety—to find some solution for
preventing the recurrence of these incidents. T think they are
also asking the Members of the Legislature to find out what could
be done to prevent such incidents in future. This is a very, very
important matter. While the provision of relief is importanf, it is
equally important to give thought and attention to finding ont. the
means.and methods for preventing the recurrence of such incidents
What is it that the Government have done? - T say that the G0vem:
ment have committed two blunders. T do wot want to nse very
strong language as I consider this not a party matter. That w wify
I enly use the word * blunder *. T am not finding fault with anyone. -
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The word ‘ blunder * will, I hope, give an idea of what I wish to
express in this regard. As some Members said, I do not say that
the Government have incited these incidents. As far as 1 know
the Ministers of the Government—Il know every one of them—
T do not think any one of them is capable of being a part vy to the
comtrnission of murders and all those things. It may be I am wrong.
But, the presumption is always in favour of the Ministers. As far
as T know—I know them all intimately—I do not think there is one
Minister in this Government who is capable of being a party to any
murders and damages caused. DBut, people have made allegations
against them. 1 say that in the face of these allegations, the Govern-
ment have committed two blunders. What is the way to prevent
it? As the hon. Member Dr. Sreenivasan pointed out, the doclor
must know the disease—the root causes—before prescribing the
medicine. Who can find out the root causes? Allegations have
been levelled against the Government saving that the Ministers
huve beenpa party, particularly, the Chief Minister has been a party
to all these. I would emphatically repudiate, speaking for myself
and for the Opposition in this House, all these charges against the
Ministers., But, these charges have heen made not by loafers in
the street, but by Members of the Legislature who are the elected
representatives of the people. Even if one Member of the Legis.
lature made a charge, took the responsibility of making a charge
against the Government that the Government had been a party to
all these disturbances, all the murders, damages of property and
burning of houses and that the Government had been at the bottom
of all these incidents, the Government, as they have done in the
case of the Inspector-General of Police who has just now retired,
should have conducted a judicial enquiry. Now, Member after
Member has attacked the Government and the partv. What do the
Government say about all these? The Home Minister’s statement—
except the special pleading against Sri U. Muthuramalinga Thevar
—is a good document and gives the facts clearly and chronologically.
The Home Minister Lias stated in the statement which he has placed
on the table, * The only political element in these regrettable inei-
dents is that the deep-rooted communal animosities in this area have
heen deliberately worked up by interested political groups. Un.
fortunate as these happenings are, it is even more tragic that these
c¢hould have been exploited by interested parties for their own politi-
cal propaganda.” Now, certain parties say that it is the Congress
and the Government that are the interested parties. Now that a
charge has heen made against the Government, they should have
come forward with an offer to conduct a judicial enquiry. But
thev have stated in that paragraph—

¢ Unfortunate as these happenings are. it ic even more tragic
that these should have been exploited by interested parties for

their own political propaganda .
If T had written that part of the paragraph. I would have substi-

tuted the following ;—
‘It is most tragic that the Government refuse to have a

* judicial enquiry.’
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That is the most tragic thing in this matter. Now, what is the
reason given for not conducting a judicial enquiry? 'The Hon.
the Minister for Home cites instances of 1.C.8. officers and senior
officers conducting such enquiries in the past when disturbances
took place. But when those disturbances took place, was there
a charge that the Government were a party to those disturbances?
' When the Government are alleged to be a party to the disturbances,
can they ask an Executive Officer of the Government to conduct the
enquiry ? Will anybody be satisfied with it? 1t isa fundamental
principle of law accepted in all the civilized countries of the werld—
not only in the British system of jurisprudence but also in the
Roman system of jurisprudence—that no man shall be a Judge'in
his own cause. As hon. Members know, I established in the Madras
High Court by means of a writ petition, that no person can be a
judge in his own cause even if the Parliament passed a legislation
giving such power to him. Here the fundamental principles of
law come in and declare the Act of the Parliament uWa wvires.
Two Judges of the High Court stated that no man could be a Judge
in his .own cause. Now, when the Government are accused of
having started these disturbances for their political cndsy how can
they ask an Executive Officer of their own Government to conduct
un enquiry? Suppose I am involved in a case. Can I appoint
myself or a person depending on me as a Judge in the case? Are
there no impartial High Court Judges in Madras? I know that
there is no High Court Judge about whom the Government cau
say that he is not impartial.

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : (an we refer to High Court Judges?

Dr. V. K. JOHN : It is absolutely relevant.

When the railway accident occurred in the Hyderahad State,
what did the Government of India do? They went to the extent
of getting a High Court Judge from Calcutta to conduct an enquiry.
Even this Government could have done like that. By this I do
not mean to say that this Government should bring a High Court
Judge from outside the State. But my point is that whenever a
charge is made against the Government, they should come out with
an offer to hold a judicial epquiry.

Another reason given against the institution of a judicial enquiry
is that at this juncture, it would only aggravate the situation. Sir,
. the Judge can sit in Madras and the witnesses can come here and
give evidence. Any amount of money does not matter at all. T.et
the Judge say whether certain Ministers are responsible for these
disturbances or not. He must clear up the position. Instead of
doing that, the Government are fighting it tooth and nail. . They
do not want a judicial enquiry because they know that an impartial
judicial enquiry will find them guilty. Otherwise, there is no
reason for not holding a judicial enquiry. Tt is a great blunder
that the Government have committed. FEven now it is not too
late and they can hold a judicial enjuiry into this matter. T do not
find fault with the Government and for that matter, T do not find
faull with anybody.
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(Mr. Chairman in the Chair.)

The second blunder which the Government have committed is
the arrest and detention of Mr. Muthuramalinga Thevar. Sir,
Mr. Muthuramalinga Thevar is not a friend of mine. I know hiun.
I also know that he is a person who is respected very much in a
large constituency, viz., a parliamentary constituency. I challenge
any Minister of this Government or any other Member of either
House or any person in the whole of India including Pandit Jawahar-
lal Neliru to stand for election in his constituency either to the
Parliament or to the Assembly. He will never win but Mr. Muthu-
ramalinga Thevar will win. He has got a big following and he 1s
a very popular man.

Tue Hon. Skt M. BHAKTAVATSALAM : I want to know
from the hon. the Deputy Leader of the Opposition how long he
has known Mr. Muthuramalinga Thevar.

* Dr. V. K. JOHN : I have met him once or twice and I have
known him as an M.L.A.

Sir, I am on the point that Mr. Muthuramalinga Thevar is
a most popular man.

Sr1 A. M. ALLAPICHAI : Does that mean that a popular inan
can commit crimes and be left free?

* Dr. V. K. JOHN : It is very unfair for any hon. Member of
this House to say that lie has committed any crime.

Sr1 A. M. ALLAPICHAL : I never meant Mr. Muthuramalinga
Thevar. Generally, even if the most popular man commits a crime,

the law will take its own course.

* Dr. V. K. JOHN" 1 never said that the law should not take
its own course if the most popular man committed a crime.

Sir, T am on the point that the Government have made a blunder
in arresting Mr. Muthuramalinga Thevar, a man of status and posi-
tion. Four highly placed persons, Mr. Sa. Ganesan, the Raja of
Ramanathapuram, Mr. Sivagnana Gramani and Mr. Ramamurthi,
against whom the Government cannot say anything at all, went to
the affected area and found that Mr. Mthuramalinga Thevar was
exercising all hig influence on the side of peace, and that was also
reported in the papers. Are they not people who could be trusted ?
Not one word about their statement was mentioned in the state-
ment circulated by the Hon. the Minister for Home. I say it is
8 %{reat blunder to have put Mr. Muthuramalinga Thevar under
lock and key. By putting him under lock and key, they have only
put under lock and key every voter who elected him with a large
majority in the Parliamentary constituency. He was also elected
with a large majority in the Assembly constituency. By arresting
such a person, the Government may only drive the discontent to go
underground. Is that the way to prevent future disturbances?
Now, there is discofitent underground and it will come up. The
Government ought not to have arrested Mr. Muthuramalinga
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Thevar even after the statement of those four big persons in
the country—one of them being an ex-Minister—that Mr. Muthu-
ramalinga Thevar was exercising his influence on the side of peace.

Now, Sir, these are the two blunders which the Government
committed. Will the Government retrace their steps and say,
" All right; there is demand for a judicial enquiry and we are
charged with having incited the Police to kill people there. We
will order an enquiry. And we have committed a mistake in
arresting and detaining Sri Thevar., We will release him.'? If
chis happens, what will the people think? They will feel quite
satisfied. And the Judge who sits and hears the case will listen
to all parties—Maravars, Harijans, Nadars and the Government.
The Government will know the actual facts of the case. If the
Government are honest, why do they not have a judicial enquiry?
Why are they shy and why do they say, * We have had an enquiry
by an Executive Officer *.  Sir, I do not know Sri Muthuramalinga
Thevar well. But I know Sri Venkateswaran very well. There
cannot be an officer under the Government of Madras who could
be said to be better than he. He is s wonderfully good man. But
be was asked to enquire into only one firing incident.

Then, Sir, this Government are getting the reputation of being
communal-minded. We have grown up; we have had a lot of
communalism—Brahmin—Non-Brahmin, for instance. I see some
Person is going to be weighed, not in gold, but in silver a few days
lience, and this person says, ‘ Kill all Brahmins ’. T do not know
what he actually said but that is what has been reported in the
papers.

Srr A. M. ALLAPICHAI: What is his name?

* DrR. V. K. JOHN : T leave it to the Government to find out.
I am only illustrating my point. Now there is any amount of this
communalism and sub-communalism—Brahmin and Non-Brahmin,
Nadar and Thevar, North Indian and South Indian, Malayalee and
Tamil, Christian, Muslim and Hindu. It has gone to an extent
to which it should not go. There are very many communities and
sub-communities and why should we not deal with them as one?
After this Government have taken over the administration, com-
munalism has developed to an extent, which any Government
should be ashamed of. No Government in any other State can
be charged with feelings of communalism and sub-communalism
as our Government are charged with. When the Government of
Madras are communal-minded, the communities also will be com-
munal-minded. They will always say, ‘T am a Thevar: T am a
Nadar; give me some job.” Then the Government distribute
patronage. I do not want to say anything about what T know
very well myself, matters with which T am concerned. I know,
if there is 8 small appcintment, tmall contract to be given, a permit
to be issued, evervthing goes on patronage. My friend over there
wes kind enough to say that he was offered Rs. 5,000 to make a
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recommendation. Why bave this Governent carned the reputa-
tion that people must go to my friend there and to me herc‘e for &
recommendation and that only on that recommendation, Govern-
ment will act?

Tur lox. S M. I%HAK'I‘_\\';\'I‘S_\I.A\'.\I : The ]m.l,]' the
De[;l-ltv' Leader of the Opposition would not mind, I hope, ii [ say
that he himself has recommended per-ons on one or two occasions
to me. DBuc I have not cared for recommendation, whether 1t 18
from him or from any other Member.

* Dr. V. K. JOHN : Yes; I have recommended a few cases.
But it is all recommendation on merit. I know a;_)pomtments and
promotions are ordered not with reference to merit but on'recoxln-
mendation. T.eave that alone. Your own partyman said that
Rs. 5,000 were offered to him.

* Srt N. ANNAMALAI PILLAT : &L A,?@)@J{'T ,am‘urrét;@lc?nZ
sreelg Eov wnBa:  aipg ep. 5,000 @‘@f}mrr&.& -o.gqaggrgm s
@QITETT e TE6T QETa®n; FEaT. g srenafL  wbgl,  [B16T 8O
anflu denséd Qeugr or. 5,000 Qarpuugnss Qancsiey. @an_%? BT
(5 o GIne g BpEnas GenesiGemes. B ob. 5,000-¢¢ v @Wm
@Tmrr)/ Qummaeidu. [Brest o Hluens s AW &Jﬂ%ﬂjl{:‘\ 1151
Qara® i mit.  [BIGT D 2. HATEVD ‘ @;nvm@.u » &THET6N ’;Ril‘TG[;n&GTT
P @hEFLD QUTBIEGB(MITFGT 616810 QenamLng 6T60 .1y &p &0&nar
BCmerr.

* Dr. V. K. JOHN : He did not follow my English pecch. T
did not say he took monev. I only said that he was offered
monev by somebody. T am only pointing out the reputation of this
Government which must - be retrieved. They should be non-
communal-minded. There should e no such thing as Brahmin and
Non-Brahmin. There shounld be no patronage.

Coming back to the immediate proposition before the Hopse,
T once again ask, * Why are the Government shy about a judicial
enquiry T know they are strong enough to defend tl‘len: action
and they will defend themselves. Why should ‘they #poil their
veputation further by refusing the request for a ]ud!cr‘al enquiry ?
Therefore, with all the strength T commpand and with all the
emphasis with whieh T ean speak. I beg and advise the Govern-
ment, ¢ Have 1 judicial enquiry " T.et thera be a High Court .Tnd'go
or two or three of them to go into the matter because the parties
involved are big. T would request the Government not to make
thiz a Partv matter and in that context, T would requ{est ﬂ}e hon.
Gentlemnn' opposite who has moved an amendment o withdraw

the same.
Qr1 T. PURUSHOTHAM : Not at all.
'M n. CHATRMAN : T am sorry the hon. the Deputy Leader of

the Opposition made reference to the decicion T save. He will find
in rule 83 that the Chairman’s decision is final: and every Presiding

Officer takes tle strongest exception if his ruling is questioned.
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* Dr. V. K. JOHN : There is a mistake. I have not questioned
your ruling. In fact, I cannot question and I did not quesiion 1t.
T only referred to the question of propriety.

Mr. CHAIRMAN : I listened to the speech of the hon.
Member.

* Dr. V. K. JOHN : Please read my speech.

* S8p1 T. PURUSHOTHAM : My, Chairman, having moved
an amendment to the motion hefore the House, T now rise to say
a few words on the motion as proposed to be amended by me.

Srt MOHAMED RAZA KHAN : Who seconds his amend-
ment ?

* 8r; T. PURUSHOTHAM : My amendment was seconded by
tht_e fair Member sitting behind me. 1In fact, Sir, when 'the air was
thick with various misapprehensions in our State with regard to
the Ramanathapuram incidents, T wanted to move a substantive
motion of confidence in the Ministry in this House. But looking
into the rules, T found that thare was provision for moving a no-
confidence motion and that there was no provision to move a motion
of confidence. 8o, T take the earliest opportunity to move 8n

. amendmen; to this very motion to express the approval of this

House of the action of Government with regard to these incidents.
The hon. the Deputy T.eader of the Opposition has congratulated
the Government on the steps taken with regard to these incidents.
(Interruption.) My amendment seeks to express the approval of
the Council. The Hon. thd Leader of the House has just
now pointed out the precedents in this Legislature for moving
amendments to motions of this kind. My hon. Friend, Sri T. G.
Krishnamoorthy having spokén on this motion and in fact, having
solicited that there should he a motion of this kind in this Rouse
so as 'to have an opportunity to have a say n this matter, T do not
se2 why he should fight shy of a conclusive verdiet of this Honse
on the action taken by the CGiovernment. In fact, a motion for
consideration having been moved by the Hon. the Home Minister.
we cannot have an inconclusive, * talked-out ' motion on Aan
important question like this. Therefore, T do not see anv improp-
riety whatsoever in moving an amendment of this knd. T am only
scrry that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition should have asked
me lp withdraw the amendment which, T know, is the usual
practice in this House to move to motions of this kind.

Sir, T have listened earefully to the speech of the hon. Menther
Sri T. G. Krishnamoorthy. He makes speeches rarely and when
he makes one, he drops an atom bomb. (An hon. Member : No,
Hydrogen homh.) He was on this side of the House formerly. |
still remember ringing in my ears the spirited speech he made just
not long ago in support of 8ri K. Kamaraj Nadar. .

DISCUSSION ON THE STATEMENT re DISTURBANCES IN THE 161
RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT

1st November 1957
Sr1 T. G. KRISHNAMOORTHY : Which I very much regred
now.

Tag Hon. Sr1 R. VENKATARAMAN : You will not repent
of this speech later on!

* Sp1 1. PURUSHOTHAM : On a later occasion, 1 heard his
spirited denouncement of Sri Kamaraj. In between these two
important speeches that he made on this side of the House, we had
o virile speech from him on vasectomy. To-day he bas reverted
to his attacks on Sri Kamaraj but T am not going to refer to the
personal remarks that he made about our Chief Minister. That
is not my problem at all. I am only concerned with the action
taken by the Government with regard to these incidents. T¢ is for
that that I wanted to seek the approval of this House.

Sir, hon. Members may not be awarve that I know 'the Rama-
nathapuram district thoroughly well. T have been there for five
years and T know very well and personally everyone of the villages
mentioned in the Hon. the Home Minister’'s statement. Tt is a
most backward area and I, in my own way, in my official capacity
then tried to improve the conditions in that very taluk about which
we are speaking to-day.  As my hon. Friend Sri V. V. Ramaswami
would bear me out, T took bold steps to cut across communs!
barriers that were there and that had been continuing there for
a long time. I can quote an instance, Sir, where in that locality
a hig drama was arranged and K. S. Chellappa and K. 5. Anantha-
narayana Ayyar were due to act in that drama. In the handbills
notifying the drama it was stated that upper class tickets would not
be issued to Harijans and that they must sit in the last class what-
ever tickets they might hold.

Spr T. G. KRISHNAMOORTHY : Who organised the drama
please?

* Qry T. PURUSHOTHAM: That was a private drama
organised in a public theatre but because the contractor could not
arrange a drama to which Harijans would be admitted, they had to
publish such notices. The Harijan Members of the District Board
came to me and represented and T had the drama licence cancelled
that night on the plea thac cholera was prevailing in that area.
(Taughter) T say this because T wish to mention to the hon.
Members of this House, who might not have visited that area, that
Harijans were subjected to such atrocities and that communal
clashes are a normal feature there. (An hon. Member : Ts that
peculiar to that district alone?) We are talking about that district
and so it is, T am referring to that question. Speaking of Kamuthi,
T tried to develop educational institutions there and to develop the
high school and see that Harijans were admitted there as free

scholars. .
. Qrt MOHAMED RAZA KHAN : How was yvour relationship
with Mr. Thevar? (Laughter.).

C—-1
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* Spp 1. PURUSHOTHAM : Speaking of Mr. Thevar, 1 may

say I have had several occasions to preside over meetings which
he addressed. He is not new to me. But what T should like to
emphasize is that after 1 left that place, when the Headmaster
of the school came and saw me, he had to admit with shame that
much progress could not be made there on account of communal
troubles and differences that stood in the way and that the Hari-
jans who wanted to prosecute their studies could not do so under
caste Hindu duress. 'There was opposition to open schools lest
these people should learn and live. That is the picture of the
Tlast Ramanathapuram district. T am just mentioning these facts
to show that in the state of affairs

Srr A. M. ALLAPICHAL : When did all this happen?

* Sr1 T. PURUSHOTHAM : This happened a few years ago
and I.need hardly say that in such an atmosphere a little spark is
enough to kindle a huge fire in that area. The cause of the
Ramanathapuram riots is certainly communal in its origin and
in its further development too. This has not been denied hy the
Opposition Parties. The elections and village factions might be
contributory factors, but to sav that it is all due to political
manoeuvres is something which it would not be easy to gulp, in
the absence of definite facts. Vague allegations have been made
that the Government are communal-minded and that Sri Kamaraf
Nadar belonging to the Nadar community has been taking sides in
this matter. T do not think it is fair to say so. T personally know
of an incident when at a public meeting we met at Virudhunagar
to congratulate Sri V. V. Ramaswami on his first election as
Chairman of the Municipal Council and T happened to preside on
that occasion. Mr, Kamaraj Nadar organized a demonstration
against such communal functions arranged hy the Nadars of
Viradhunagar to honour a Nadar Chairman. T well remember
and the hon. Member Sri Ramaswami reminds me that on that
occagion even stones were thrown at us. (Laughter.) T am onlv
saying that Sri Kamaraj Nadar is nol communal-minded as some
would want to make it all to be. In fact. on that occasion we
had to seek the help of Mr. S. K. Chettur, T.C.8., who is now in
the Secretariat here and who was the Sub-Collector there then. T
am mentioning this to show to hon. Members that such communal
activities were detested by our C'hief Minister and that he is above
such narrow predilections.

T am glad that the Hon. the Home Minister has come forwuard
with a frank statement on the whole Tiast Ramanathapuram affair
and that an opportunity has heen given to the other House and to
this House to express our frank views so that the public aq large
could judge the actions of the Government. There have been wild
.eports appearing in the Press and there kave heen irresponsible
statements made at public mectings regarding, the incidents. T am
gare that the details given by the Hon. the Home Minister would
clear much of the misunderstanding on the subjeet. Sir, nobody
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sympathises with cases of Police shooting and once the trouble
started—1 am glad the hon. Member Mr. T. G. Krishnamoorthy
has alzo admitted it—the Government had to take measures to
control the situation, to restore law and order. (Sri T. G.
TKrishnamoorthy : T did not admit it.) Anyway, I am glgd that
the Governmvﬁt have taken very prompt action and that 1s what
we sec in the report placed before us.

In all discussions on the subject. Sir, one noteworthy feature
is that it is admitted on all hands that an officer of high repute
and one who has been an impartial official throughout his service
has been deputed to conduct the enquiry. His report and his
findings are an enlightening piece of public record of the happen-
ings viewed from the impartial angle of an official. The Hon.
the Home Minister also has come in for an amount of ecriticism
in the affair. But T am sure hon. Members know our Home
Minister too well and if the charge is that he ordered the Police
to shoot and to kill the people, it is a most ungracious charge
that could be levelled against him. An unfortunate situation has,
of course, arisen and the Hon. the Home Minister, like 2veryone
of us, regrets the happenings. But to attribute motives .is 'not
fair even in politics. (Interruption: They do not believe in it!)

Well, Sir, the Hon. the Home Minister has detailed the steps
taken in the matter and referred seriatim to the relief measures
and rehabilitation schemes that have been enforced there. We
are glad that the Central Government also have come forward to
assist the State Government in the matter. It is with regard
to these measures that T seek fghe approval of the House and not
on any political issues that might have been referred to in the
course of the debate. What are the steps taken by the Govern-
ment? They have taken prompt action. As soon as reports of
outbreak of trouble were received, they instituted an enquiry into
the Police action and they have taken needed gteps to check the
jpread of violence. They bave instituted relief measures and
permanent rehabilitation schemes in the ghape of introduction of
Block Development Scheme in that area. I congratulate the
Government, as the hon. the Deputy Leader of the Opposition Las
fone, on the action taken and I am sufe the Government would
strive their hest to restore communal amitv and concord in that
area. I trust that early implementation of permanent improve-
ment schemes would yield satisfactory resulls ere long. I have
great pleasure in commending my amendment for the acceptance
of the House. Thank you, Sir. '

* Sp1 A. M. ALLAPICHAI : Mr. Chairman, Sir, I will do my
best (Sri Mohamed Raza Khan: We never doubt you!)
(Cheers) to confine my observations to only a few points. As a
matter of fact, Sir, to the Government all are equal, whether they
are Harijans or Maravars and there is no doubt about that. They
are equal to the Government, and I know the present Govern-
ment: I know the Hon. Ministers intimately. I know, Sir, that
everyone of them is imbuned with the hi.ghest possible motive
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Their object is to render service fo the people of our State whether
they belong to this community or that community. I am very
glad that the hon. the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has made
some such observation, when he said that the Ministers were
incapable of doing any wrong thing. I was glad to hear that
from him. Who could believe that they were allowing the people
to commit murders and all that? After all, they are our people,
whether Maravars committed excesses or the others. I know they
cannot make any distinction. Suppose there is a mother with
three children and the children fight among themselves. It is very
difficult for the mother to decide who is at fault, No doubt, some-
times, she may find fault with the eldest boy and decide that he
has committed excess and she may even beat him for that. Tt
is not done with the object of doing that boy any harm. 8o also
when the Government have to face some serious situation, some
serious trouble between communities, the weaker of the communi-
ties has to be helped merely because the other community is in
the wrong. They have to do that and it is their job. That does
not mean that the Government are actuated by bad motives.

Now, Sir, the hon. Member, Mr. T. G. Krishnamoorthy, when
his attention was drawn to the encomiums he once paid to our
Chief Minister, I am sorry, said now that he regretted it. On
the other hand, he need not regret it. Perhaps a day will come
when he will regret what he has said here to-day. (Sri N. Anna-
malai Pillai : wg 848780 ausgefw). I shall be happy about it.
We have been friends; we have fought the battle for freedom
together; we have suffered together. This is a minor phase of
things and things will improve very soon. The hon. Member
Mr. Krishnamoorthy will come to us and when he comes, we will
embrace him in open arms.

Sir, the one thing which T wish to impress upon this House
jg—I am a lawyer myself—that I have great faith in our Judiciary.
As s matter of fact, throughout the country our Judiciary is very
famous and people have no doubt a great deal of faith in the
decisions of our Judiciary. As a matter of fact, High Court Judges
are thoroughly independent. They are not in any way subordi-
nate to the State Government. Even the Union Government
cannot remove them without going through certain formalities.
Bo, their position is very independent and no one can say any-
thing against them. If the Government were to change their
view and order a judicial enquiry, T shall not say anything against
that. As far as T am concerned, I say that even this enquiry by
& Member of the Board of Revenue which was ordered by the
Government was done in a hurry. That was what T said. When
T was interrupting the hon. Member Dr. 8Sreenivasan, T said that
this enquiry had added to the trouble. TPerhaps I might have
been misunderstood. What T meant was this. If the enquiry
had been held in camera, it would have heen a different thing.
There was enquiry in an open Court. What was the result? Any

* that there was some
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nongense that was uttered by the witnesses was given great pul?li-
city in the newspapers and almost every newspaper was vying with
one another in giving publicity. The result was that it spoiled the

~ whole situation.

Qpr T. G. KRISHNAMOORTHY : People drew the right
conclusion.

d . M. ALLAPICHAI : It spoiled the whole situation.
Take ,SfI:)Ir ?xaxl:/xple, the evidence that the hands of five people were
tied and the people shot. As a trained criminal lawyer and as
one who knows something of these things, T know it is, on tine
very face of it, absurd and it can never be true at all. Merely
because somebody said so and some officer had taken it down, the
newspapers made it & point to give great p.ubhclty to a statement
like that. My own feeling is that if an in camera enquiry had
been held, perhaps the subsequent incidents would not have taken

lace. When both Harijans and Maravars were killed, people
really lost their temper. Now, thef'e is demand for hol('hng a
judicial enquiry. In a judicial enqulry'also, the Court _wﬂl say
that whatever takes place in the Qourt w‘lll be an open_aﬁau'. The
public will attend and when a witness is being examined, he can
utter a lot of lies or truth, everythlpg will be recorded and every-
thing will be published. What will happen? My hon. Friend
Sri Annamalai Pillai said in very moving language that people had
been killed, that properties had been destroyed and that the
reputation of this State had gone down. When the reputation
of our State has gone down in the v?hole country, what is our
duty? Our duty is to restore it. With- all respsct to the hon.
Member Mr, T. G. Krishnamoorthy and the leaders on the
Opposition side, I ask them, ‘ Have you not fl‘.l(?d to take advan-
tage of the situation to build up your own political power out of

the misfortunes of our people?’
Srr T. G. KRISHNAMOORTHY : No.

* 8r1 A. M. ALLAPICHAI: If you have consciously not done
g0, it is quite good. But what I said was my impression and the

impression of the thinking people throughout the country.
gr1 T. G, KRISHNAMOORTHY : My charge is that the Gov-

ernment are trying to exploit the situation.

* Sr1 A. M. ALLAPICHAI : I honestly felt what I said. This
is not the occasion for that. What should they have done? They
should have constituted peace committees and done similar things,
instead of holding meetings and condemning this man or that man
or condemning this thing or that thing. Perhaps we may like
or dislike personally Sri Kamara] Nadar. We can hate him per-
sonally; that is a different thing. Merely because we hate SrjxE
Kamaraj Nadar, meyely because he happens to be a member o

i unity, it is not a good thing for us to-day to recall
B e e as. som trouble fifty years back and remind the
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people about it. Whether the people who were killed are Harijans
or Maravars, they are our own people. The misfortune is that
we have lost our own people and it is from this point of view that

we have to tackle this problem. My own feeling is: Don't hold .

a judicial enquiry at present, for two, three or four months. If
you feel that people have unjustly attacked you, let the situation
become calm and quiet and let normal conditions be restored in
that unfortunate place, and then it will be time for you to consider
this matter. Personally speaking, I am thoroughly opposed to
the institution of any kind of judicial enquiry at this moment.

The second thing is the detention of Sri Muthuramalinga
Thevar. My Friend, the learned Advocate and the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition, at least knows him. I can say I do not know
him at all, I have not seen him and 1 have only heard about him.
He may be a most popular man. The hon. Member Mr. T. G.
Krishnamoorthy said that once upon a time he did a lot of service.
We honour him for that. That does not justify that we should
honour him to-day also. I might have done good things in the
past. You may honour me for the good things that I did in the
past. Suppose I am doing bad things to-day. You must tell to
my face : * Mr. Allapichai, you are doing the wrong thing.’ That
is how we should conduct ourselves. Dr. Sreenivasan and some
other Members also said that the Government should have taken
action against that gentleman long long ago. My view also is that
in the interests of our people, they should have taken action against
that gentleman at least six months ago. (Sri V. V. Ramaswaruai :
Before the bye-election?)

Another point T wish to suggest to the Government and T hope
they will take serious note of it. Our election rules have got to
be modified. Now, at election meetings everyone tfalks a lot of
nonsense against parties and even communities. T have taken
part in elections, I have spoken at several election meetings and
I have experience of these things. By God's grace, I have not
done any such thing. No doubt there is a rule framed under the
Representation of the People Act that if in an election campaign,
an appeal is made to religion and things like that, that election may
be declared invalid. I am not satisfied with such a rule. 1If a
person attacks other communities or indulges in similar propaganda,
it should be made a cognisable offence.

Dr. V. K. JOHN: Do Congress candidates appeal for com-
munal help?

* Qrr A. M. ALTAPICHAT : As far as T know—if anyone has
done it privately, God save him—we have not done any snch thing.

Even if some of the erring Congressmen were to do it in a stealthy
way, they will feel ashamed of themselves.

Tre Hon. ST R. VENKATARAMAN : His point is they don’t
abuse,

* But that is not right.
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* SR A. M. ALLAPICHAL: Some law must be made that
when anybody attacks communities during election times, it must

'be made a cognisable offence-and that the matter must be left to

be decided by a Court. Let people be booked. 1 am positively
sure that the kind of speeches that were made before the elections
are responsible for the disturbances seen in IEast Ramanathapurar
district. I know this definitely. We must stop this in the name
of the country and in the name of democracy, this must be stopped

effectively.

I shall continue my speech to-morrow, Sir.

Mz. CEIAIRMAN : The hon. Member can continue his speech
as long as he likes.

* 9r1 A. M. ALLAPICHAL: There is onc little observation
I wish to make. The hon. Member Sri T. G. Krishnamoorthy
made a remark that perhaps Government were respongsible for ail
he disturbances. This is not fair. After all, Governments are
not angelic or divine beings. Governments are carried on by
buman beings. There is nothing wrong in attacking Government.
But when one attacks the Government, one should really believe
in what he says against the Government and not attack the Govera-

ment merely for the sake of attack.

gp1 T. G, KRISHNAMOORTHY : No, no. I believe in what
I say.

* gpr A. M. ALLAPICHAT : Sir, it is not a secret that Sri
K. Kamaraj has been very careful in this matter. He even .uged
to ask ‘our Party members not to make references to communities.
As a matter of fact, even when some of us wanted to discuss this
in our Party, Le said, ** For God’s sake do not say this community
and that community; after all, both the communities are our own
communities *’. It will be wrong to accuse him of communal
feelings. Some time back when Sri P. S. Kumaraswami Raja
was the Chief Minister of Madras, I had to go to his house along
with Sri Kamaraj. On our return, he saids ° Mr. Allapichai, casteism
must be destroyed; otherwise, it will destroy all of us’. Merely
because we are angry with him, it is not right to say that he is
at the bottom of all this. Ieople were saywng, * Sri Kamara] was
in Madurai; why did he not go to the disturbed area ? Will any
man with commonsense go? One community with all possible
plans has been set up against another community. What will
happen if he goes there? Suppose the thef Minister goes there.
The people will say, * This Kamarajis setting the Nadar community
against the Maravas . What did the Chief Minister do? As a
very impartial person, a very sane person, a shrewd person, he sent
two of his colleaguest—senior members of the Cabinet.  They
went there and returned. 1t is very casy to talk, becz.mse
there is ahsolute privilege here. We can say whatever we llkg.
The statement of the Home Minister in
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the House has really cleared up the situation to a very great
extent. There was a lot of misunderstanding throughout the State
regarding these disturbances. Soon after the statement was made,
many misunderstandings had been cleared up. No doubt some-
thing is lurking even now. Doubts and suspicions are there. But
I am positively sure that as time passes, as feelings subside, and
when people begin to think of the common welfare of all, things
will improve. ‘We must build up all that has been destroyed. I.et
us try our best and, if possible, send some eminent members—non-
official members from this House—to that area to make peace
efforts. Let all the communities in the particular area combine
together, go to both the communities, and bring about peace.
When I saw Debarji, President of the All-India ('ongress Committee,
the only question he put to me was, * How can you bring abous
peace between the two communities? ' T said, * They have always
been living together '. In the interests of Tamilians, in the
interests of our State, and in the interests of the fair name of our
country, we should see that this incident is not magnified. .Wh.at
has taken place is bad enough, but we should not magnify .
What is the meaning of magnifying it and sending news to Amerc#
and Europe?

Sir, I am really thankful te you for having given me this

opportunity to speak.

Mg. CHAIRMAN : The Hous
again at 8 p.m. to-morrow.

The House then adjourned.

e will now adjourn and vme’,et
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