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THE MADRASLEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

E'riday, the 25th April 1947.

The House met in the Council Chamber, Fort St. George, at
- three of the clock, Mr. President (tHE Hon. Sk R. B. RAMA-
KRISHNA RAJU) in the Chair.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
STARBED QUESTIONS.
Muslim High School, Bellary.

-

m : * 167-A Q@.—Sr1 B. BHIMA RAO : Wil] the Hon. the Minister
) ‘ FAGES _ for Education be pleased to state—
- 1 Questions and Answers .. , ) , . 787784 - (@ whether it is a fact that the Advisers’ (Jovernment sanc-
TI Motin for Adjournment of the Hous: re Guniur Food Situati n .. 785-786, tioned the establishment of -a ‘selﬁ)a"l”ﬂ”te Muslim High School in
' o 818-835 . Bellary ; if so, when;

III Government Bills—-

(1) The Madras City Munic! pal (Seeond Amendment) Bill; 1947
(L. A. Bill No. 5 of 1947) as pass:d by the Aszembly s

(2) The Tungabhadra P:oject (Provention of Speculation in -

- 1and) Bill, 1947 (L A. Bill No. 13 of 1"47) a8 passed by the
Ass mbly .

- (3) The Malaba" Ir: 1gatmn Works (Const*uct on and Le
N - Cess) Bill, 1947 (L.A. Bill No, 14 of 1947) as paﬂsed by the
T Assembly e

v IV Mesaage from the \ssembly

' "V His Excell:noy the Governor’s message A

(b) (i) whether the Executive a.uthorlty of the Bellary Muni-

478‘7_8072’ i ripality permitted the occupation of one-half of the premises of the

present Municipal High School, Bellary, for the purpose of housing
. the Muslim High School;

80?-8:1;1‘ ' (ii) if so, the authority under which this was done;
811-818 - o (¢) whether, on account of such occupation, the lower classes
" s of the Municipal High School are now located in the Prince of

: Wales choultry, Bellary, where a number of beggars and vagrants
835 gather every day ; if so, what the Government propose to do to set
‘ : rlght this matter,

(d) whether, oh account of such occupation, the Headmaster
of the Municipal .High School was obliged to refuse admission to
as many as three hundred non-Muslim students last year; and

(¢) whether the Government propose to fake any action to
house the Muslim ngh Scheol in a separate building from June
19472

‘Tge Hon. Sr1 B. GOPALA REDDI :=—‘‘ (@) Yes; the order
was issued on the Ist April 1946; the sanction was to take
effect from the school year 1946-47.

“ (b) (i) Yes; purely as a temporary measure till e suitable
rented building is secured.

(ii) The Government have no information.
" (c) Yes; three lower classes are located in the Rani choultry;

but the Government have ho information that beggars and
vagrants are allowed to gather in the choultry.

© ' (d) Only 133 students were refased admission for want of -
F acwommodatxon
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year.'
Sr1 B. BHIMA RAO :(—'* May I know who is responsible for

- the inconvenience that is cauged to many students who have been»

1efused admission? '

Tee HoNn. Sk1 B. GOPALA REDDI :—* The .Mumcipaﬁty.?f

wanted to-open a new Mushm ngh School They had to
~ locate it somewhere."’ -

'Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO “If I maké an appii-

cation to open a school, is it easy to get permission to open it

unless all the conditions governing recognition are satistied? Have
the Municipal authorities satisfied a,ll the conditions for. recog-
. nition? '

Tae Hox~., Sr1 B. G()PALA REDDI :—"* The .Director of -

Public Instruction accepted the conditions for ‘opening the
school. .They had to locate the lower classes of the Municipal

High School ‘in the Rani choultry 1 do not think much |

inconvenience was caused.”’

Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO:—'* May I know whether
it is easy to get permission to open a school when there is no
accommodation? Why were the lower classes of the existing
school turned out in order.to open a new school? ™

Tue HoN. Sr1 B. GOPALA REDDI:—* The Municipality =
- wanted to open very urgently a separate High Schooi' for -

Muslims. The Director of Public Inatructmn sanctloned the
scheme.”’

Ser R. SURYANARAYANA RAO :~-*' May I ask whether 'the

Hon. Minister knows if the Director of Public Instruction agreed

to the location of this High School in the building of the Mumcxpa.l-_

High School? ™’
THE HON Srr’ B. GOPALA REDDI " I .have no mfor-
mation.’

SR R. SURYANARAYANA RAQ :(—" W111 the Hon. Mmlster ‘

call for a report on this matter whether there is any overcrowding

m the existing schools, whether there is accommodation for two :

High Schools in the same building and whether the present arrange-
‘ ment is causing cons1derable inconvenience to the students? !’
THE Hox. Srr B. GOPALA REDDI :—*' At this distance of

“time, there is no use calling for a report now; but if the hon.
Member wants information, I shall call for it.”

- 8p1 B. BHIMA RAO :—** May I know whether a né\fi bililding S

> has been found for housing the new school from next year? *

‘Pre Hox. Sr1 B. GOPALA REDDI:—' As T have already -
stated, the Municipality has taken steps to havea new buildmg' e

for fhe =chool from the next’ school year.

[zsth' Aprii’*iw S - 25th April 1047)
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Sn1-B. BHIMA RAO i—* The Municipality has been taking

“steps fo acquire a building from June 1946 for thls purpose. Has

it been able to do s0? "

THE HoN. Sr1 B. GOPALA BEDDI.———“ The Municipal Coun-
cil informs the Government that it has found some suitable
building for the purpose.” :

Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO :—*' If no suitable building

- is available for the Muslim High School, will the Government

order that High School to be closed fill it finds accommodation

mstead of grouping the two schoole together in one building?
Tt Hon. Sk B. GOPALA REDDI :—*° I am unable to give
~ the assurance asked by the hon. Member."

K. T. M. AHMED IBRAHIM SAHIB BaHADUR :—'" May I
know whether the students who are studying in the Muslim High
School are students of the locality and ave entitled to be admitted
into the schools run by the Municipality and whether any case has
been made out for closing the Muslim High School? ™

. Tee Hoxn. St B. GOPALA REDDI :—* Perhaps the hon.
Member is right in assummg that the Muslim School admits
non-Muslim students, also.’

Sm1 R. SURYAN ARAYANA RAO :—"' Will the Hon. Minis-
ter be pleased.to state whether the Municipal High School admits -

. Muslim boys also and whether instruction is given in Urdu to

Muslim ‘students? May I know whether there ‘is not an Urdun

-zection in each class' of the Municipal High School? "

Tre How. Sr1 B. GOPAL:A REDDI :—*'* There were Urdu
sections in the Municipal High School. The Director . of
Public Instructlon sanctioned the opening of a separate high
school.”

K. T. M. AHMED TBRAHTM SAHIB BAHADUR :i—' May T
know whether -Urdu is the medium of instruction in the Muslim
High School?

© THE HON Szt B. GOPALA REDDI:—* I have .no infor-

matlon

Sm B. BHIMA RAO:—'' May I ask whether there was not
a separate section for each form in the Municipal High School for
giving instruction in Urdu by Urdu teachers? ™

' TeE Hown. Skt B. GOPALA REDDI :—*" I think instruction
- was given in Urdu for Muslim boys in every class.”

'Oﬁicers in the Madras Fire Service.

* 168 Q.—Srr R. SURYANARAYANA RAO: Will the Hon
the Prime Minister be pleased to state—
(a) the number of Eumpean and Indlan Officers in the

o Madras Flre Service; .
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(b) whether all officers, Indian or European, hold the same

rank and draw the same emoluments; ‘ , I
(¢) whether any qualifications are prescribed for the officers

and, if so, whether all the present incumbents possess these quali-
fications; :

(d) what the special qualifications of the present Director ‘of ’

Fire Service are;

{e) what steps, if any, are being taken to train Indian -~

officers; and

(f) whether initial recruitment is by the Public Service
Comumrission as in the case of other services? -

Tee Hon. DR. T. S. S. RAJAN :—' (a) Eight European

‘ofﬁcers and ten Indian officers.
» ““ (b) No. '

" {¢) No qualifications as such have been prescribed. Tt is

proposed to issue statutory service rules for all the posts in
the service shortly, wherein specific qualifications will be
prescribed. '

‘“(d) (1) Officers training course,“k Woodford and Wanstead

Fire Brigade, London.

" (2) Patrol Officer, Woodford and Wanstead Fire Brigade, |

until formation of N.F.S. ) o
(8) Company Officer, N.F.S., until joining daty in Madtas.
(4) Passed Officers’ qualifying course, N.F.S., London, 1941.
(5) Experience in London during the Blitz and in India since

1942 as Divisional Officer; Chief Fire Inspector and D.F.S.

* {e) A Provincial Fire Service training school is established in
the Madras City. Candidates for appointment to the execu-
tive posts.in the Madras Fire Service are trained there. .

" (f) No. All the previous appointments were made during war

time. The last six appointments to the rank of District;

Officers (Gazetted) were made with the concurrence of the
Madras Public Service Commission."’

8r1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO:—'* With reference to

answer (b) that Indian and European officers do not have the same

rank and the same emoluments, may I know why this distinction
is maintained? . a A
Tre Hov. Dr. T. S. S. RAJAN :—'* Recruitment was made

during war time and these European officers were imported =

from England at the time of a crisis: so we had to pay the
price ; therefore there is difference in status and emoluments.”

535 . Sir R. SURYANARAYANA RAO:—“May T know, Sir,

pm. whether they are on contract, oy on permanent servies.”
Trg Hoxn. Dr. T. 8. 8. RAJAN :—""They are on contract, Sir.
- for four years.” A , S

~ 'Will the Hon. the Home Minister be pleased to state—

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ' ST
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Srr R. SURYANARAYANA RAO:—'' May I know, Bir,
whether the appointments of Distriet Fire Officers recently made

- were advertised in papers? '

Tae Hon. Dr. T. 8. 8. RAJAN :—'' I am not awarse of the
details, Sir.”

Srt R. SURYANARAYANA RAOQ:—' May I know, how
many of those appointed are trained in fire service and how mauy

*

are untrained? ’ ’

- Tue Hox. DR. T. 8. 8. RAJAN (—* They are all untrained
and they are now being trained in the Training School.”

Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO:—'' May I give the infor-
emation to the Hon. Minister that both trained and untrained
candidates applied for these posts. May I know whether the
Govérnment satisfied themselves why untrained candidates should
be appointed when trained candidates were available?’’
Tae HonN. Dr. T. 8. 8. RAJAN :—" I do not know whether
there were trained candidates in sufficient numbers?’’

Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO :—** Will the Hon. Minister
ook into this matter, Sir.” ‘

Tre HoN. Dr. T. 8. 8. RAJAN :—'* Yes, Sir.”

Midsummer vacation to Courts.
. * 169 Q. —ABDUL LATIF FAROOKHI SAHIB BuHADUR:

®
(@) the period during which—
(i) the High Court, Madras;
(1) the City Civil Court, Madras;
(i1) the Court of Small Causes, Madras;
‘1v) the District Courts in the Province;
(v) the Subordinate Judges’ Courts in.the Province; and
(vi}) the District Munsifs’ Cowrts in the Province :
remain closed for mid-summer vacation; - . T
(b) in case there is disparity between the periods during
which these courts remain closed, what is the justification for such
disparity; and ‘ , A o ‘
{z) what steps the Government propose to take to remove -
the disparity, if any?

"Tre HoN. Dr. P. SUBBARAYAN :—* (@) (1) About seventv
days. ) . )
(ii) to (v) One month and twenty-six days.
(vi) Five weeks and three days. ‘ >

“ (b) As Judges of the superior courts are generally older men
and as the work they have to do is more difficult and exacting,

the Government consider that they need a longer vacation to
recover from the strain of the work. -

(e D'oes not arise in view of the answer to c;lause (b).”

A
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Contr-ol of cattle feed.

+170 @.—Mg. K. 0. ANTHONIL: Will the Hon. the Minister

for Food be pleased to state— »

(6) whether any arrangements have been made by ‘the'; ’
Government to control cattle feed under the Essential Axticles . -

Control Act and, if so, what they are; - :

L]

between Tth and 15th March 1947; .

(¢) if the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what the -

“demands of the Milkmen’s Union are;

(d) whether the Government cannot control and ration cattle?

feed of all forms to all milkmen in the city; and : .

(e) whether the Government have taken any steps to call
the representatives of the Milkmen’s Union for effecting a settle-
ment? . : '

Tae Hon. Dr.T. S. 8.-RAJAN :—"' (a) ' Cattle feed " was not
declared to be an essential commodity under the Kssential
Supplies (Temporary Powers) Act, 1946 (Central Act XXIV
of 1946). The Madras Government requested the Government
of India to declare the commodity to be an essential article
under the Central Act by moving the Secretary of State to

* take necessary steps to secure parliamentary legislation in the -
maffer. Meanwhile, with a view to facilitate immediate action

* to improve the unsatisfactory position of supply in regard tv -

the distribution, prices, ete., of cattle feed, the Government
have declared the commodity to be an essential article under
the Madras HEssential Articles Control and Requisitioning

(Temporary Powers) Act, 1946, and have delegated powers to- |

the Commissioner of Civil Supplies and to all Collectors to
control its movement, supply, distribution, etc., and also to
requisition stocks if necessary. :

~ * In order to ensiire supplies of cotton seed to the consumers
in the deficit districts a ban has been imposed on the intesr-
district movement of cotton seed except under permits from
Collectors. The €ollectors of Madura, Ramnad and Tinneveily
have been instructed to allow exports of cotton seeds on per-
mits to the deficit districts of Coimbatore, Trichinopoly and
Tanjore in the proportion of 2:1:1. The Collectors of other
districts have been asked to allow merchants in their districts
to.export on permits fo deficit districts of their choice within
the Province if they had excessive stocks. All Collectors have
been strictly ordered not to allow any exports outside - the

Province.

~ (b} Yes. The Government received a notice of direct action, . v

dated 18th February 1947, from the President of the Madras
Milkmen’s Union. o .
2 (¢) The demands of the Milkmen's Union are—

© - 95th Aprfl 1947]

(b) whether it is a fact that the- Madras Milkmen’s 'Uni'gng '
have notified the Government about their inteption to  strike

(1) control and rationing of all cattle feed by Govémmeht;:

QUESTIONS AND AKSWERS ' : 13

t

. (2) railway priorities for trausport of cattle;
(8) abundant credit facilities to milkmen for purchase of cattle
through co-operative 'organizations ;- and
(4) subsidy at 25 per cent for purchase of cattle fodder.

* (d) The Government have their hands full trying to.enforce.
control of cereals, sugar and jaggery aud it is not considered

~ advisable to embark on statutory rationing of cattle feed at

the present time. A system of informal rationing in Madras

is considered sufficient and a scheme put forward by the Regis-

trar of Co-operative Societies for the distribution of certain

specific items of cattle feed to milkmen in the City Is engaging

the attention of the Government in the Development Depait-

ment.

4

‘(6) Yes. A conference was held on 8th March 1947, in which
Hon, Minister (Food) and Hon. Minister (Industries and
Labour) and the President of the ~Milkmen's Union were
present. As a result of the discussions, the Collector of
Madras has been asked to issue immediate instructions to
the wholesalers in imported grams and pulses and other

. dhall merchants who hold stocks of husks of pulses, vo sell

their stocks at reasonable prices fixed by him exclusively
to Madras Milk Supply Union to the full limis of its require-
ments, the balance only being allowed to be sold in the open
market. The Government are investigating also the possi-
bility of importing on their own account quantities of wheat
bran”at reasonable prices for distribution to the milkwen in
the City: The following proposals of the Registrar of

Co-operative Societies since received are under the active

consideration of the Government :—

‘(@) that the Government may fix maximum ceiling prices of
gingelly cake and issue instructions to the Collectors of
surplus districts, viz., Coimbatore, Salem, Ramnad, Madura
and Tinnevelly to fix their district rates and to instruct
the Wholesale ‘dealers in the districts to hand over the
quantities required to the Madras Milk-supply Union
through its local agents, and : :

' (b) that the Madras Milk-supply Union may be given permits

for the purchase of groundnut oil cake from two of the

important mills in Madras, viz., Messrs. East Asiatic Co.,

Ltd. and Ralli Brothers.”

Srr K. MANATHUNAINATHA DBESIGAR :—“ May I
know whether the Government -have taken steps to import cotion
geeds to this Province from outside this Provinee ?”’

THe HoN. Dr. T. 8. 8. RAJAN :—"' I have mads a stats-
ment, S_ir, that cotton seeds can be transported from district
to district under permit. If the supply of cotton seeds runs
short, and if procurement by Government becomes neces-
sary,  the Government will certainly approach “the available

-~ markets outside the Province and import them.”

EER R T
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Sr1 K. MANATHUNAINATHA DESIGAR :—* Do not the

Government consider that there is an acute shortage of cotton
seeds in the Province at present, and will they consider the wrgant
necessity of importing them from other Provinces? ™

Tue Hox. Dr. T. S. S. RAJAN :—* If the Government are

mformed of the shortage, they will adopt the procedure of
buying cotton seeds from outside the Proviuce and !istrj-
bute them to the deficit areas.” : '

‘Sr1 B. BHIMA RAO :— Cannot the surplus cotton seeds

available in the Bellary district be transported to the Tanjore dis-
trict? *’ : '

Tug Hon. Dr. T..S. 8. RAJAN :—" The surplus districts
have been asked to supply them to the deficit districts if
the demand is made by the Collector of the deficit district.”

Employees in State Transport Bus Serviee.

) * 171 @.—ABDUL LATTIFF FAROOKHI SAHIB Bauapur .
-Will the Hon. the Minister for Prohibition be pleased to state—

(a) whether the Government have supplied uniforms to
drivers and conductors employed in the State Transport buses ply-

g in the City of Madras;
(b) if so, the number of such sets supplied to each employee;
(c) the gquantity of cloth used for making each such set; and
(@) whether the cloth used is mill-made, handloom 91: khodi?

Tee Hon. Mn. DANIEL THOMAS :(—** (g} Both the drivers

and conductors émployed in the Government Bus Service
are supplied with uniform -at State cost;
L ]

“* (b) Two sets are supplied to each emﬁloyee;

"“ (¢) The quantity of cloth used for each ranges from 7 in § -

. yards including sash, according to the individuals concerned
- including cap; :

" (d) The cloth used is mill-made - (khaki obtained f;ﬁm
B. & C. Mills, Madras).”” :
ABDUL LATIF FAROOKHI SAHIB BaHADUR :—* May 1
know, Sir, how the Government who are wedded to the policy of
khadi, have allowed mill cloth to be used by ifs servants?’

THE HoN. Mr. DANIEL THOMAS :(—“ The Government
~are at the same time committed to the policy of freedom of
choice and so far as khadi cloth is concerned, hon. Members
are aware that a certain quota of handspun yarn should be
provided before khadi could be purchased. Thé Government
_ are ‘implementing an intensive campaig X

of khadi and when that bears fruition, we  hope and trust

that the-position will be improved and that the Government, °

will be able to supply khadi to all its employees.” .

© 25th April 1047)

. cannot purchase khadi.and supply it to these conductors? '’

n for the propagation
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Sp1 B. BHIMA RAO :— May I know, why Government

Tge Hon. Mr. DANIEL THOMAS :—" If they could pro-
duce sufficient quota of handspun yarn, we shall do so, isr.

ABDUL LATIF FAROOKHI SAHIB BAHADUR:— ' May I
know why these conductors have been allowed 16 yards of mill
cloth for each conductér and driver, when the Government have
allowed only 5 yards to-other people? ™’ :

Tas Hox. Mr. DANIEL THOMAS :—'* They are given two

sets of uniforms of 7 to'8 yards, Sir."’

Sm1 B. BHIMA RAO :—* May I know why exemption can-
not be sought for from the A.I.S.A. for purchase of khadi cloth
without the production of yarn? ' - . 7

Tee Hon. Mr. DANIEL THOMAS:—"1 do not know

whether it will bé proper for the Government to upply for
relaxation of the. general rules, Sir.”

ABDUL LATIF FAROOKHI SAHIB BaHADUR :—'' When
‘the Government thought that more than five yards of mill cloth
should not be given to other people, how could they give 16 yards

. to each conductor and bus driver? ”’ ‘

Tueg Hox. Mr. DANIEL THOMAS :—** This State..niform
has to be uniform, so far ss the individual is concerned. If
they are given 8 yards, it means 5 yards of mill cloth and

3 yards of handloom cloth.”

ABDUL LATIF FAROOKHI SAHIB . BAHADUR :—' Does
not the Government think that the same quantity of cloth is
necessary. for other people also? "’ 7

Tre Hox. Mr. DANIEL THOMAS :—'* The Government are

implementing a polioy in order to enable people to get wmore
cloth.” - E ‘ . :

ABDUL LATIF FAROOKHI SAHIB Bauapur :—'‘ May I
take it, Sir, that the Government are going to increase the mill

, cloth quota? "

'Mgr. PRESIDENT :—" As soon as sufficient mill cloth
_becomes available.”’
K. T. M. AHMED IBRAHIM SAHIB BamapUr:—'' Will
‘the Government instruct these people that they should only have
5 vards of mill cloth and for the vest they should go in for hand-
loom. cloth? ™’ ‘ )

Tue Hon. Mr. DANTEL THOMAS :~—* The Government do
not want to dictate people in the matter; but I do not know
whether it is a question of economy that thev have bean
allowed so much mill cloth.” - . ‘

ABDUL LATIF FAROOKHI SAHIB BAHADUR :—'‘ Mayv I

g V-_know, Sir, what is the reason for discarding khadi? ™’

- Tme HoN. Mr. DANIEL THOMAS:—"“1I have already
. given my answer to this question, Sir.”" . :

e S QRS B
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Grants to aided elementary sohools

© %172 Q.—Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO: Will the Hon.
the Minister for Education be pleased to state—

Al

(a) what the allotment made for grants to d.lded elementary.

schools during 194647 is; . .
(b) what the total assessed grant for the presidency was;

(¢) whether the assigned grant was less than the assessed’

grant and, if so, what the amount is;
(d) what the actual amount disbursed is;

(¢) how the difference in allotment between the absessed and
assigned grants has been disposed of; : .

(f) whether increased grants were given to certain elemen- -
tary schools and, if so, whaﬁ pxmuples governed such increased

grants;

(g) whether teachers drawing ﬁxed sularies were beneﬁted
* by these increased grants; and

(h) if the answer to (g) is in the negative, what was the
* reason for paying increased grants for the benefit of managements?

Tre Hon. Di. T. 8. 8. RAJAN:—" (a) Teaching grant
Rs. 95,00,200. ‘

Dearness allowance, Rs. 18,99,800.
““(b) Rs. 82,81,413

*“ (¢) No.
, i N (1 T
‘* {d) Day schools 94,70.-’107 :
Night schools iee e e 1,949
Arrear grants 17,682
Total e o 94,98,058

‘(e) & (f) Increased (mmts were given to all deccrvm" schools
for efficiency.

‘(g) & (h) Kighty-five per cent of the grant received by [thé
cchool should be paid as salary to teachers employed in the
school while the manager may keep the balance for defravmg
expense on the school ofher than salary of te'lchers ’

Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO:—'* If increased grants
were given, as stated in answer to clause (f). may I know whether
the increased grants were meant for teachers or whether manage-
ments also are allowed to take 15 per cent out of them?

Ter Hox. Dr' T. 8. 8. RATAN :—* T have no information,

Sir."”" .

© [25th April 1947
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Revision of Secondary School-Leaving “Certificate examination
time-table.

%178 Q.—Sr1 H. M. JAGANNATHAM : Wlll the Hon. the
Minister for Education be pleased to state—

(@) whether the Government are aware of the resvlutions
pussul at one of the recent meetings of the City Headmasters’
Association, one of which related to the heavy strain rhat would
be cuused to the candidates on the third day of Secondary School-
Ligaving Certificate examination by having to answer four papers
from 10 a.m. in the morning to 5-45 p.m. in the evening; and

(b) if so, whether the Government propose to make any
revision of the time-table?

Turg Hon. Dr. T. S. 8. RAJAN :—** (u) Yes.

‘" (b) The time-tables have been suitably modified as ‘rom the
examinations. of 1947."

Tuberculosis Institute,~ Egmore.

* 174 Q.—Mr. K. 0. ANTHONTI : Will the Hon. the Minister
for Public Health be pleased to state—

(a) the number of out- patlents treated in the Tuberculosis '
Institute at Fgmore in 1946 ; -

(b) how manv had applied for admlssnon in the Tuberculosis
Hospital at Royapetta and Tambaram in 1946 ;
~ (¢) whetheér“the hospital at Tambaram is fully equipped for
operation and other kinds of treatment;
(d) if not, what steps the Government are going to take in
the matter;
(e) whether it is a fact that there is cohsiderable dissatis-

faction over the situation of the Temple Garden Hospital,
Royapetta, in a crowded locality;

(f) whether the Government have any plans for increasing

the number of beds in the Tuberculosis Hospital ; and

(9) whether the Government have any long-range policy in
the matter of treatment of tuberculosis? N

Tue Hon. Dr. T. 8. S. RAJAN :—** (a) The number of out-
patients treated in the Tuberculosis Institute, Egmore, in 1946
was 12,517.

“ (b) The number of persons who made written application in
1946 for admission in the Tuberculosis Hospital, Royapetta,
was 92 and in the Tuberculosis Sanatorium, Tambaram, was
109. Besides these applications, 3,249 persons who attended
the out-patient department at Figmore asked orally for admis-
sion in the two institutions. '

** (¢) All operations except thoracoplasty are done at the Tuber-
cnlosis Sanatorium, Tambaram.



e

e ~ QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

[26th April 1947

‘* {(d) The p10posal for the construction of an up-to -date theatre,
laboratory, ete., in the.Tuberculosis Sanatorium, Tambaram, -
was deferred on account.of financial stringency. The Govern-
ment are drawing up a general building programme for the

Medical department and these proposals Wlll be assngned

appropriate place in the programme.

(e) & (f) The Government have already sancmoned an’
expenditure of Rs. 3-5 lakhs for the construction of 12 blocks
of 18 beds each in the Tuberculosis Sanatorinm, Tambaram.
Eight of these blocks are intended for providing additional .
accommoddtlon in the Tubercalosis Sanatorium, Tambaram,
and. the remaining four for transferring the patients’ in the
Tuberculosis Hospltal Royapetta.

.

have included in their post-war scheme for the firgt five years
proposals for—

(i) Provision of 100 additional beds in the Tuberculosis Sana-
" torium, Tambaram.

(ii) Provision of 100 addxtlonal beds in the- Tuberculosxs S&na-
torium Perundurai.

(iii) Openmnr of a new Sanatorium at Waltair with 100 beds

tion of taking over the Wellesley Sanatorium, Bellary, by the

Medical Department the opening of Tuberculosis Sanatoria -

at (i) Perapalli, Kurnool district, (ii) Salem, (iii) Madanapalle,
Chittoor district, and (iv) V allam Tanjore district.- The pro-
posals of the Bhore Committee for dealing with tubereculosis
are also under etdmlnatlon with' a view to implementing
them as far as possible.” Coi

© Mg. K. O. ANTHONT :—** Sir, in view of the large number of

poor tuberculosis patients who could not find admission in hospitals,
will "the Government consider the desirability of constructing
thatched huts in some suitable place for segregating these people -

-and thereby saving the lives of other people? Have they got any

immediate measures on hand? "’

" T'me Hox. DR. T. 8.°S. RAJAN :—** I would hke to inform the

hon. Membe1 that tuberculosis is not an infectious disease’as
© many people take it to be. Isolation and segregation are not

~ applied to T.B. as it is applied to certain infectious diseases.

In fact, there are T.B. patients in certain houses, where a

number of people also live, but they do not get infected by it,

although they move closel; with them and sleep in the same

room.- Therefore it cannot be classified as an infectious ~
: dlsease That is why Government consxder that no such
| serious Ineasures are necessary.

: . Wxth regard to the question of provxsmn of funds for sulta,bl

*nccommodate patlents who seek admlssmn in, the Tambaram

(g) The answer is in the -affirmative. The Government‘

In addition to these the Government are examining the ques-

-accommodating them, even now huts are constructed to b
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‘ Nanatorium. But the pity is that these huts are not water-,

proof and they are not satisfactory in the long run. That is
why the Government have sanctioned the construction of a
" number of bu1ldmgs in addition to those that are already there
at Tambaram.’ :

MR. K. O. ANTHONIL :—*" I am glad to be-enlightened by the
Hon. Minister for Food on this matter; anyhow, the point is, if
there is a tubercular patient in the house, whether there is any
likelihood of the intection spreading. I am askmg the Hon. Minister
for Public Health, m view of the very lalge nuiber of poor patients
who are now walkmg about the streets in the City of Madras with
tuberculosis, cannot something be done in their case to prevent
infection spreadmg‘_) That is what 1 want®to know, Sir.”

THe Ho~. Dr. T. 8. S. RAJAN :—* It is a question of finance
primarily. The Government know that people are going
about ; but they are not so dangerous to the public health of
the people at large, although if the) go on sleeping in crowded
places, etc., no one can prevent infection from spreading. So
far as housmg is concerned, it is 2 much bigger problem than

- isolating them. The Government will have to incur a large

3-30

expenditure if they are to be housed properly and they have .

. taken the trouble of simply making a survey. It is in that

view, Sir, that a large provision has been made. More than

that, I do not think it is possible for any Government to house
all the tuberculosis people in a city or in 2 town. That means
it will be beyond the Public Works Department to provide
accommodation for all the people. But in the meanwhile,
house segregation and treatment in the house under the
circumstances in which patients live is the only other alter-
native which is being pursued in regard to tuberculosis in the
Madras City and wil] certainly be pursued until such time
when accommodation will be made available ; and I think this
is the next best step the Government could adopt.””

DR. SYED TAJUDDIN SAHIB :—* In view of the fact that
raw milk 1s a freitful source of tuberculosis, will the Hon. the

- Mimister see that milk supplied in the cities, if not in the rural
parts also, is pasteurized milk? ”’ :

Toe Honx. Da. T. 8. 8. RAJAN (—** Sir, pasteurized milk-
supply In quantities is pracvically impossible. The Co-
operative Milk Supply Union does supply pasteurized milk;
hut it is not milk that brings in tuberculosis; it is only in the
‘case of a very verv small percentage of animals that their milk
contains this tuberculosis baceilli. It is not as if all milk
contains tuberculosis baceilli and becomes dangerous on that
account. In fact the whole country is being fed with milk
that is available; but in this countrv thele is one safety.
Generally our habit is to boil the milk and then take it and

our children also are accustomed.to taking boiled milk. So.

there is less ‘chance of infection by tuberculosis baccilli and
greater chance of its prevention. In other countries where
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milk is not boiled, of course the danger is much greater than
it 13 1 our country. This is our safety valve. The only
alternative is perhaps, on a national scale, to boil the milk
before taking it; that could be practised.”

. Srr R. SURYANARAYANA RAO:—' May T ask the Hon.
Minister for Public Health whether the Wellesley Sanatorium
which he mentioned in his reply will be converted into a civil tuber-
culosis hospital? *’ .

THE Hox. Sr1 A. B, SHETTY :-—*‘ Government have already

decided to take it over and convert it into a civil T.B, Sana-

‘torium.”’

«®
War service candidates for Medical service.

* 175 @.—Srt R. SURYANARAYANA RAO: With reference
to answer to question 3 answered on 8lst Tanuary 1947 will the
Hon. the Minister for Public Health be pleased to state—-

(a) whether it is a fact that war service candidates in the

medical service were asked to apply to the Federal Public Service
- Commission for posts; ' ‘

{b) whether the applicants belonging to this Province were
interviewed by the Madras Public Service Commission in QOctober -

last;
‘ .(c) Whetb&l: the Government have received from the Public
Service Commission the approved list of candidates; :

(d) whether any, and if so, how many of those candidates have
been appointed ; : .

(e) the names and the 'dis’tricts te which these appointees

helong; - ,
(f) whether the temporary appoin%ments made i
0 . . of cand
during the war are still treated as temporary ; ndidates

(g) whether there are still many vacancies in ic
{ _ 3 : the Medical
Department -which. remain unfilled. and if so, when it i
1 { A 80, en ;
to fill them up; and : 13 proposed

(h) whether it is a fact that there are hospitals in’
‘ ). i s are . als in" th -
vince without medical personnel or nnderstaffed ?p ° Fro

Tre Hox. Smr A. B. SHETTY :—* (a) Applications f
SR B. : ations for th
posts of Civil Assistant Surgeons were receiggd by the F(:;lerael;
Public Service Commission up to 1st April 1946 and subse-
quently by the Chief Secretary up to 1st November 1946,

. " (b) The Commission interviewed some of th i
Provineial services in October last. © =pplicants for

‘ (¢) The answer is in the negative.

“(d) & (¢) No one has heen appointed. No j o
therefore be fornished. pp o information can

““(f) The answer is in the afﬁrmaﬁive.
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*“(g) 'There are a few vacaucies iu the MedicalbDepa)rhment snd
they will be filled up shortly as scon as candidates are
available. ; o :

““ (h). None of the hospitals sanctioned to be in charge of Civil
or Sub-Assistant Surgeons is without medical personnel ay
present. There is no information as to whether any of the
‘existing medical institutions is understaffed.”’

Srr R. SURYANARAYANA RAO :—'* May 1 ask the Hon.
Minister for Public Health whether he would ask the Public
Service Commission to expedite their recommendations, as a
number of demobilized medical men have been waiting to be
absorbed in the medical service?”’ ' .

Tue HoN Skl A. B. SHETTY :—" The orders of Govern-
ment fixing the proportion of candidates to be recruited
from"the war service personnel and other people were issued
only a few days ago. So, the selection is expected to be
published soon.” ’

Sr1 B. BHIMA RAO :— May 1 know whether any IN.A.
men have been recruited to these jobs? '
TeE HoN. SR1 A. B. SHETTY :—* No information, Sir."”

DB. SIB A. LAKSHMANASAMI MUDALIYAR :—* May
I suggest to the Government that as it is the first time after
fifteen or sixteen years that they are recruiting permanently to
the medical services, they might consider the conditions under
which recruitment should be made, keeping in view, the recom-
mendations of the Bhore Committec and the method in which
that committee has suggested recrnitment should be made to the
teaching staff, to the honorary services and the various other posts?

¥

- Also may T suggest the appointment of a Committee for consider-

ing all these aspects of thesmatter and then coming to a final
decision, before recruiting these people on a permanent basis? "’

Tre Hox. Sri A. B. SHETTY :—"" The suggestion will be
considered, Sir. ” v
Maternity and Child-welfare Centres in the Province.

* 176 Q.—Mgs. M. N. CLUBWALA : Will the Hon. the

© Minister for Public Health be pleased to state—

(@) the number of maternity and child-welfare centres run

) inj the Province (districtwar);

(b) the amount of grants made from Provincial funds and -
the rules governing such grants; :

(¢) whether the Government have under consideration any
programme for increasing the number of maternity and child-
welfare centres, and if so, what the programme is; - 7

Jd)»whether private bodies such as Red Cross Society and
other associations are also assisted to run these centres;



782 QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES

[35th April 1947

(¢) what is the nature. of help given‘ to these private bodies;
and’ ‘ . - ’ o
(f) whether the Government have under consideration pro-

posals to co-ordinate the work of all organizations to obtain maxi-

mum results? v
e Hox. Smi A, B. SHETTY :—' (a) The following state-

ment will show it :— ‘ .
Districts, Xumber, - Districta” © Kumber, -
Aunantapur . ‘e 6 Madura .. T 1
. Bellary .. .. . 1 Malabar - .. A 1]
- Chingleput, e ee - 23 The Nilgiris o 6
Health Unit (Government) 4 North Arcot . .. 11
. Chittoor BN .. 5 Ramnad .. e e 7 -
Coimbatore .. L2 Salem . . .. 23
Cuddapah .. .. .. 3 South Arcot . .. 13
‘Godavari, East . .9 South Kanara .. . 19
- (zodavari, West .. . 14 - Tanjore: .. o Ve 21
Guntur .. . . 8 Tinnevelly . . o . 14
Kistna e e . 14 Trichinopoly .. .. -9
Kurnoe! .. . 1 Vizagapatam o .o Y
Madras City ., 21 L . .

Total .. 201

‘e (Z.J)bThe following amounts of grants -were made from Pro-
vincial funds during the past five years :—

Year. Amount of grants,
RS.
194142 .. .. 84,081
To1pd2-48 0 .. . 08,421
104344 o 1,04,150
1044-45 L L22,797 ’
1945-46 .. " 1.49,18¢ : :
104647 - < 1,99,200 (Budget Listimate 1947-48).

meurred by the local bodies on- maternity and child-welfare
work during -the previous year is given. '

posed to open one hundred and-fifty primary health centres

n-the first fivé-year period. Each primary centre will have -

a staff of one Health Visitor, two midwives and a maternity-

home of four beds. There will be a Woman Medical Officer

(Maternity and Child-welfare) for maternity and child-
_ welfare work in connexion with ten such centztes, Post-War
Sc.h.eme No. 37 provides for “the training of 100 Health®
Visitors in each of the first five post-war years. Govern-

ment proposes also to lower the qualifications of candidates
for appointment as Health Visitors and provide for their -

- - training on a linguistic basis. In 1947-48 three centres for

the training of Health Visitors—one at Guntur for 25 Telugu i

candidates, one at Madura for.25 Tamil candidates and the

o ﬁ:_‘4 amproposed to be bp_ane&._;

A grant equivalent to one-fourth of the actual expenditure

(¢) Yes. Under the Post-War Scheme No. 92 it is pro- -

. third at Madras for 50 candidates of all 1ing'uistié"groupg-‘i_',
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Government have also decided to increase the existing main-
tenance grant for maternity and child-welfare centres run by
local bodies from 25 per cent to 50 per cent of the expenditurs
incurred, in the cage of local bodies which cannot meel three-
fourths of the cost from their own funds. '

“d) Yes.»

- (e) The information is furnished bélow :—

Amount
Xame of the privats body. o By whowm given.
grant.
Ra,
Red Croas Society M. & C.W. Centro .. 200 District Board, Nellore,
St. Mary’s Convent Creche, Nellore .. 1,300 Government. :

Indian Red Cries Socity Voluntary 100 Municipal Couneil, Cocanada.
Health Centre, Cocanada.

Mettur Township Committe .. . 87 Government {1944~15). ‘
Do. - .. .. 253 . Do, (1945-46).
Saidapet Health Association .. « .. 250 Municipal Couneil, S8aidapes. ’
Beby Welcome Home, Trichinopuly .. 300 DMunicipal Council, Trichino-
poly.
‘Tuticorin Ladies’ Assooiation [,3,0 Municipal Couacil, Tubicoriu,

M. & C.W. Centre. i
St. Anne's Ayvampet Child Welfare 300 Distriet Board, Tanjore.
Ceutre, ) ’
Servants of. India Soociety, Pudupon- 338 Govermmnent.

nani.,

oo (f) The question is not clear. If the question is whethar the
Government will give grants to all approved private institu-
tions for running the centres, the answer is * Yes . No one
can possibly object to co-ordination- in principle.”

Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO — May I know from the
Hon. Minister for Public Health whether the post-war period has
begun in respect of this sclleme, or is it yet to begin? '

Tue Hox. Sa1 A. B. SHETTY :—“ It has begun, S8ir.”

(Laughter.)

[mprovenien‘t. of the Stanley Hospital, Reyapuram.
« 177 Q.—Mgrs. M. N. CLUBWALA : Will the Hon. the

" Minister for Public Health be pleased to state—

(¢) whether Government have received any comprehensive
programme for tlie Improvement of the Stanley Hospital to make
it fit to be recognized .as a collegiate institution; if so, what part
of the scheme is to be taken up in 1947-48; A

(b) whether it is a fact that the Stanley Hospital cannot
expand without.acquiring the site of the Monegar Choultry;

 {¢) whether any scheme is under consideration of the Gov-
ernment for housing chronic invalids of the Stanlev Hospital by
utilizing the Monegar Choultry as the neucleus of the scheme ;

(d) whether it is a fact that if the site of the old Monegar

Choultry is alienated to the Stanley Hospital, it is proposed that

03 -

H
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chronie invalids;

(¢) which was the first institution io apply for the ucquxeu- S

‘v won of the old Civil Jail buildings, and
{f) whether the Government have given pr1ouuy to  the

Stanley Hospital m its expansion schemes and whether provision. -
has been made in the scheme for the acqmsmon of the Monegar .

Choultry?

T Hox. Smi A, B. SHETTY :—" (a) The Surgeon-General

has submitted « programme of improvements to the Govern-

ment Stanley Hospital, Madras, to make it conform to the
standards required of a collegiate institution. The programme

is under the consideration of the Government. 1f and when

the programme is finally approved, it will be demdnd what

part of the scheme should be taken up first. :

" (b) & (¢} The scheme is under consideration and no purpose
can be served by giving the details of the proposals made by
the Surgeon-General.

' (d) The old Civil Jail buildings have been' allotted to the
Industries Department for a School of Technology and are
not available to the medical department. The Surgeon-

General has been asked to report what modification the

~ scheme requires in view of the above fact.

““.(¢) The Joint Director of Industries and Corﬁmérce addressed
the Government in the matter earlier than the Surgeon-
General. )

. “(f) The scheme, as stated in answer to (a). and (b) ‘above,

is .still under consideration, ang provision can be made for

any parts of it only after the scheme is finally sanctioned.””

Mgs. M. N. CLUBWALA :—" May 1 know what part of the
scheme will be taken up in 1947-482 7’

Tue Hox. Sri A. B. SHETTY :—* The Government are

calling a conference on the 2nd May and this ‘matter w il be

considered at that Lonference ) -

Mzs. M. N. CLUBWALA :—* May I mention, Sir, that the

Rayapurarn Hospital is one of the oldest hospltals and js now
baving a college also; I think they find it very difficult to expand

. them wmk in thls respect unless they can provide accommodation -

for patients in the old Jail Buildings and the Monegar choultry,
I hope the Government will take this into consideration and take
the necessary steps, as the Ra\/apuram Hospltal has been pressm(“
for a long time for expansion.

- Tre How. Srr A. B. SHETTY :—*'* It is exactly for the reason

stated by the hon. the lady Member, Sir, that thls Prooramme —

“of improvement is now being considered.”

[26th April 1947_" L

tha- old Civil Jail buﬂdmgs should be acquired for housing the
inmates of the choultry and converting it into an infirmary for the

MOTION EOR ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 7¢. GUNTUR FOOD 786
SITUATION

25th April 1947

[Note —~AD astensk {(*) at the commencement of a speech lndleates revision
" by the Member.]

II.— MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE EE GUNTUR
) FOOD SITUATION.

Ma. PRESIDENT : .—< T have received notice of the follow-

" ing motion from the hon. Sri B. Narayanaswami Nayudu :—

I move that the business of the Council do stand adjourned

jor the purpose of discussing the statement of the Govern-

ment regarding the Guntur food situation laid on the table
on 28rd April 1947

May I request the hon. Member to say how it is urgent? ™

Srr B. NARAYANASWAMI NAYUDU :—'‘ Sir, the state-
ment itself says that the rural rationing system in Guntur has

- broken down. This is what the statement says:

“ What has really happened is that the rural rationing has
partially broken down and’ grain 1& not readily available to the
poorer classes at reasonable prices.’

* Later on it states:

* The situation at the end of March was therefore very serious
Still the situation is being managed with considerable

dlfﬁculty Statutory rationing has been- maintained in all the Live

statutory rationed towns and in the rural areas no one has starved

. though he might have had to buy his needs in the blackmarket or

live on what he had stored.’ '

‘““That is the position as stated in. this note, we want to know
how this posmon has been met or what measures the Government
are proposing to meet the qttuatmn and whether steps for relief
and remedies have been taken.’

Mr. PRESIDENT :—** May T know what the Teader of the
House has got to say? *’

Tse Hon. Dr. T. S. 8. RAJAN —"* 8ir, the urgency of the
situation as envisaged in that statement was to draw the public

attention to a very important food situation that has arisen in

Guintur. In that statement, the Government drew the attention of
the public.to the difficult situation and have appealed to the public
to part with the hoarded grains. The Government also waunted to
find out what the reasons were for this hoarding of grains and how’

" this hoarding became possible in Guntur. From the latest informa.

tion that is available, it is understood that the situation has eased
to & certain extent and that considerable quantities of grain have

- been releaged. - Therefore, Sir, the Government took the trouble of
" putting this hard situation cleally in the form of a statement
and drew the attention of this House.. The Government also wanted -

fo give briefly an account of the working of the producer-cum-
consumer co-operative societies. These societies which were respim-
gible for procurement hitherto have been dissolved and a new auzency

. has been set up to procure enough of the food, that is available. Sir,
- information from the Collector reached the Government vesterdqv
-~ ‘that the food situation there, is now satisfactory and that considerable

3.45-
pJao
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"quantities of food-grains haVe been secured and that rationing is
working satisfactorily. That is the latest information I have got.

In view of the serious food situation in Guntur, a discussion was.

expected in the other House and as o matter of fact, it became the

subject-matter of a series of interpellations in the other House and

they have been duly published. So, I really do not understand the
urgency for discussing this matter now.” -

Sr1 B. NARAYANASWAMI NAYUDU :—'* Sir, I do not know
why the Hon. Member sitting opposite should publish the statement
at ail if we are not o be given an opportunity to discuss the matter

“on the floor of this House. The Hon. Minister has not ziven full
details of the present situation in that district but he has simply said
that a report has been received yesterday that everything is all right
there and that the situation has now become satisfactory.” '

Mr. PRESIDENT :—** Does the hon. Member want to press
his motion to discuss the subject? ' .. -
Sr1 B. NARAYANASWAMI NAYUDU :(—"* Yes, Sir.""

Mgr. PRESIDENT :—** The statement regarding the Guntur -

food situation is laid. on the table of the House. May I know
whether this House gives leave for discussing this question? ”

[Some hon. Members of the Opposition :—' Yes, Sir.’]
Mr. PRESIDENT :—* I do not see anybody rising.”’

[Then, several hon. Members of the Opposition stood wap in
their seats.] :

Mr. PRESIDENT :—* Now, the question for consideration
before the House is which is the time te be allotted for this discus-
sion. We are rising.at 5 o'clock for a very important business.
It 1s possible that we may meet again at 6 o’clock. There are
three Bills for discussion in this House. I hope, with your
co-operation, to finish one Bill by 5 o’clock and the other two Bills

bet“.'een_ 6 and 7. Therefore, the only time for discussing this -
motion is after 7. That ir the position. So, I will fix 7 p.m. for’

this debate.”

- Srr B. BHIMA RAO :—* What about the resolution on
Linguistic Provinces? ’ -~ . :

wards."”’

K. UPPI SAHIB Banapur:— On a point of order, Sir. The

>

time stipulated is 5 p.m. So, if the motion regarding the Guntur
food situation is to be taken up for discussion after 7, that is, after

the business regarding Bills is over, it will not be an adjowrnment

of the House. It will only be an extension of the House."

S M. P_RESIDEN’I‘ et Any time after 5 * means extension
~.-.-of the House.”" _ N - e

Mr. PRESIDENT :~‘ That will have to‘be taken up after-

THE MADRAS CITY MUNICIPAL (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL, 787
1947

" 6tk April 1947)

i

P

i

11 —GOVERNMENT BILLS.
(1) THE MADRAS CITY MUNICIPAL (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL, 1847
(L.A. BILL No. § OF 1947). .
Tae ‘Hos. Sm1 K. CHANDRAMOULI:—' Mr. President,
Sir, I beg to move— b

“ that the Madras City Municipal (Second 4dmendment) Bill,
1947, as passed by the Assembly be taken into considera-
tion.’ : : .

‘T'he objects and the reasons stated in the Bill are quite clear and &

~ stmilar Bill has already been taken up here. 8o, I do not want {o

take much of the time of the House. What was proposed in the
other Bill is generally applied in this Bill also. But there are
certain changes and they are intended to carry out the proper
directions of the Madras City Corporation. The first change that
was made is about the several areas that have been newly brought
into the City limits. These are Amjikarai and Sembiam pancha-
yats, the Saidapet Municipality including fourteen villagés and
portions of Velacheri panchayat area and Chingleput District
Board. Also some of the existing divisions in the City Corporation
have been found unwieldy and as such, instead of forty divisions
that exist now, fifty divisions have been proposed and also the

“atrength of the Corporation has been increased to 85. Sir, another

reason for this amending Bill is that certain other additions have
been in .the number of seats owing to reservation of certain seats.
Hitherto, there bas heen no reservation for women, Indian
Christians and Muslims under the previous Act. So, to bring

‘these classes also in line with Scheduled classes and others, reserva-

tion of seats have beeri made for these communities. Again,

“hitherto Tiabour was given only two seats. Now two more seats
~ have been added to Labour.

~ '* Sir, there is one point upon which I want to say something.
There was a certain athount of criticism by certain sections of the
people as regards the increase of reservation of seats for women
from three to four. I do not want to claim any magnanimity by
increasing the number of seats for svomen. I do not also want to
claim any credit for that. But. T can say that it is a step in the
right direction however tardy it may be. I expect that the matter
should be-taken in the spirit in which it was moved.  ° '

‘** Sir, there is alsc another side of criticism that is levelled

" against the reservation of seats for the several members separately.

There was already reservation of seats for the Bouth Indian
Chamber of Commerce, and there was already reservation of seats
separately for the Madras Chamber of Commerce and the Madras
Trades Association. I find nothing wrong in giving separate repre-
sentation for the trade becauss it is one of the important items
which ‘affects the civic life of the people. Sir, hitherto, two seats

were reserved for Railways. But, since the Railways have dow
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been nationalized; it is considered that it is no longer necessary to:
provide for their representation in the Council. As far as other -
items are concerned, I think the Bill itself is self-explanatory and
I request the House to accept the Bill.” ' o '

MR. PRESIDENT :—" The motion is that the Bill further

to amend the Madras City Municipal Act, 1919 (L.A. Bill No. 4
of 1947) as passed by the Assembly, be taken into consideration
at once. In view of what I have stated previously, I -hope
hon. Members will be as brief as possible.”

K. 0. M. AHMED IBRAHIM SAHIB Bamapur :—' We
are always in that unfortunate position.""

* DR.- V. K. JOHN :—** Mr. President, Sir, I cannot congratu-
late the Ministry on intreducing this Bill. Tt has no principle nor
is there any broad policy on which it is based.. In certain respects, .
it is retrograde. Before 1 pass on to the general provisions of this
Bill, T ask leave to make a general remark on the introduction of
Bills like this and the procedure adopted in introducing Bills by

‘Members of the Government amending previous Acts. They do

not supply the relevant sections of the previous Acts to the
Members of the House. Thev do not print the original sections on
one side and the amendments on the other. It would be very
helpful to Members if old sections were printed on one side and
the proposed amendments on the other so that Members may know .
clearly what the old sections are and what the new amendments
are. When an amending Bill comes up for discussion, Members
have to study the previons Acts and some of them are not obtain--
able. Fortunately, as a lawyer, T am able to get at the volumes
and able to study the sections. But -there are some hon. Members

- who may pnot be in the same position.” So, T want to ask you,

Mr. President, to give a direction tc the Government that when-
ever they bring in an amending Bill, they should print the sections

" of the eixsting Act on the one side and the amended sections on

< dpam,

the other side for the information of the hon. Members."”” -

~* Mr. PRESIDENT :—* I have no objection to do this. Jsut.
does the hon, Member think that printing of isolated sections or
part of sections will be helpful to hon. Members? T think it would
be possible for hon. Members to get possession of the relevant Acts
whenever necessary."’

* Dr. V. K. JOHN :—"* I would suggest that a large number of
copies of the amended Acts may be made available to the.
hon. Members, if required. Unless the copies of the old sections
of the Act which are amended are placed on the table of the
House, it wold not be possible for any hon. Member to follow the
proceedings. That is my submission, Sir.

 ““ Now, Sir, having said that, I want to say that the Hon,. -
" Ministers do not seem -to” have studied the purpose of the City .
Municipal Act. They propose to raise the number of seats in the S
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City Council from 65 to 85. Now, the City Counci 18 not raerely
a deliberative or legislative body, but it has also execufive ‘uncticns.
For instance, it makes appolntments, it enters into contracts, 1t
approves of the defence of proceedings in courts and has other

* various matters to attend to. Now, to increase the strength of the

Council to 85 and make 1t a huge body is not conducive to the easy
or convenient discharge of the duties enjoined upon it by the City
Municipal Act. 'U'herefore, 1 think it is & great mistake to have
mereased the oumber of members from 65 to 85; on the other
hand, they should have reduced the number and clubbed together
many of the divisions so that they might be able to create a Council
to discharge its duties and responsibilities given to it under the
City Municipal Act. If only the Hon. Ministers had taken the
trouble of carefully studying the provisions of the City Municipal
Act they would never have dreamt of increasing the number to 85.

‘* Now, under the City Municipal Act there are three authorities
for executing many of the provisions of the Act; one is the Council,
the other is the Standing Committee and then the Commissioner;

- and one of the authorities being the Council, it should not be so

huge a body for carrying out the executive functions under the

" Act.

** Then there is also ﬁo_ appreciation of the functions of the
Corporation and if they had some idea of the functions of the
Corporation they would not have treated it a museum of communi-

“ ties of men and women. Schedule V of the City Municipal Act

enumerates the various functions which are entrusted to the Corpo-
ration of Madras and for which the Corporation may incur expendi-

* ture. You will' find that the Corporation.is charged with the

responsibiliy of providing for public health, public convenisnce,

~ amenities and education. .Sir, it is permitted to mecur expenditure

connected with public salety, public convenience, amenities, edu-
cation, etc., for thie lighting of public streets, extinction oi fires,
for the construction and maintenance and alteration of buildings,
running transport services, maintenance of public libraries, reading
rooms, waiting places, ccustruction and maintenance of schools for
primary education, training of teachers, rest-houses, choultries,
maternity and child-welfare and rescue homes. These are the
duties which the Corporation is charged to perform for the safety,
health and amenities of the public. Now, if the Hon. Ministers had
carefully studied the functions of the Corporation then they should
not_onlv have given representation to the various territorial divi-
sions, they would have not only bave a few councillors for what vou
call territorial representation, but they would have provided for
persons who supplement the services which the. Corporation is
expected to do. For instance. they would have given representaticn
to owners of public halls and theatres, of transport services, dairies,

public bakeries, and those connected with public utilitv services. -

. public libraries, reading rooms, musenms, art galleries, public baths

and bathing “places and also given repregentation to those who
have constructed and are maintaining schools for primary education
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and for training of teachers and those who have constiucted rest
houses, alms houses, poor homes and those conducting maternity
the child welfare centres and rescue homes. Sir, there are a large
. pumber of hospitals run by private persons and also nursing komes

run by private persons. Now, Sir, representation should have been

given to doctors who are running nursing homes and cgndu‘ct‘ing
primary; secondary and high schools and to. persons maintaining
reseue homes, maternity and child welfare centres. Instead of doing
this, what they have domne is they have given representation
to various communities, Muslims, Indian Christians, Anglo-
Indians and Scheduled Castes. They have also provided for

representation to Chambers of Commerce, the Andhra Chamber of -

Commerce, the Muslim Chamber of Commerce and the Nattu-
kottai Nagarathars’ Association. 1 suggest, Sir, that none qf
those for whom they have given representation on the Council is

rendering any service or any function which the City Municipal

Act charges the Corporation to do or discharge.  The best way of
given representation would have been quite different if they had
carefully studied all the functions and responsible duties which the
City Corporation is expected to discharge nnder the Act. "Then

_they would never have thought of giving representation to various '

persons in the amending Act and even under the old Act. "It is
callous on the part of the Ministers not ‘to have studied the Act
since they have not given representation to those who are supple-
menting the services which the Corporation is expected o do.
Thesc services are mentioned in Schedule V. - ' '

‘“ Now, Sir, in giving representation to communities, 1 see the
Ministers have not got a mind of thewr own. If they had a mind
of their own, they should not think in 1947 of communsal represen-
tation in local bodies. Once we start with this, we are finished.
We should always look foerward to a future in which all of us would
feel that we are not members of particular communities but
citizens of Madras and not Muslims, Indian Christians, Scheduled
Castes or others. Now, Sir, what did they do even in regard to
giving this. representation. This would have been evident if <ec-
tions sought to be amended were printed side by side. Section 46-A
of the Act provided for effective representation for the Scheduled
Castes, if such representation was found to be necessary. Seciion
46-A says: - S .

* In each of the three divisions in which a seat is reserved for members of .
the Scheduled Castes the slectors of such castes voting separately from .

the other electors. <hall elect a councilior who shall be a member of sny
suoh casta to fill the seat so reserved, while all the electors including ths
electors of such caste: jointly shull elect a . cruncillor to fill the other
goat. In esch of tho remain'ng divisions, all the voters in the division
voting jointly shall elect a couneillor.’ ‘

Sir, one seat is to be filled by the exclusive vote of the members
of the scheduled castes. Now, they have changed it. They say,
. we give you not one seat, but five seats but who are the electors.
. The Congress vehementally protested when the Executive Council-

e lors were previously nominated to the Government of India by the
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British Government and althongh the British Government claimed
that they had Indians on the Executive Council, the Congress

Leaders said, though shey were nominally Indians, they were the

nominées of the British Government, that the British Govern-
ment had confidence in them, that the Indians had no confidence
i them and therefore it was immaterial whether they were
Indians or not and that sometimes they were worse than iuro-
peans. Now, what is the Congress Government doing with
regard to these representations here. .They say we will give so
many seats to Muslims, although Muslims could gec into the
Council because there are various divisions-in the City :n wiich
there are more Muslins than non-Muslims. They say, e will
reserve five seats for the Scheduled Castes. How? They cannot
elect their own representatives at all. There is not even a provi-
sion that they will be elected from a panel selected by the various
communtits. 1 say this is a camouflage which even a child can -ce.
1 am surprised how Hon. Ministers who are certainly intelligent
gentlemen could provide for such representation for minorities.
You are providing [ur the representation of minorities, but the
Hindus, the major community, will elect .the minority represcn
tatives. I say it is not representation at all. I am not, of course,
pleading for representation of this or that community. I say there
should not be representation of any minority community in the
Council. If the Government consider that representation is
required, vou may do so, but do not say, we give you representa
tion but we elect our nominees as your representatives. They will
mean representation for the majority community by persons calling
themselves Scheduled Caste, *Muslim, Anglo-Indian and Indian
Christian. I, therefore, say that the provisions of this Wil are
retrograde and it is nothing but a camouflage. The only iaotive
for increasing the number of representatives of the minorities is to
ask the minorities boldly, if you want to get into the City Corpo-
ration, you should become Congressmen; otherwise yvou mzmbers
of the minority communities can never get into the Corporation
where the majority, the Hindus, will he Congressmen. You will
be only putting dummies "

© Mr. PRESIDENT :—'* May I know whether the hon. Member
bas any brief from the hon. Member, Mr. Jagannatham. He 'is
so very jubilant over the speech.'’

*Dr. V. K. JOHN :—" No, Sir. I did not look behind, for
I have no eyes on my back, but T am only pointing out an intelli-
gent conception of what will be the result of this amending Bill.
You want a principle; you want a broad policy in regard to.thia
matter. Instead, the Congress Government are saying, we are
amending the Bill in order to' give. more representation. Tt
amounts to this, they are providing for representation with one
hand and with the other they are taking it away by saying they
should be their representatives in whom they have confidence and
not men in whom we have confidence. T do not know whether it

, C—¢
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would be unparhamentcuy if 1 say, when ‘you provide for one thing
you really provide ior the opposite. The real effect of the -3ill s,
they are not providing for the represeuiation of minoiities bus they
are providing for special representation of the majority commniunity.

They want some more seats for themselves and they want o put

in their dummies. 8ir, in the City Municipal Council '+ve nesd
not necessarily have been belonging to particular communities and
ladies. :

* In section 5, there 1s provision for one woman. Now we
have four plus one of the other sex in the Council. Now, Sir,
there is nothing in the functions of the Council which a lady must
attend to. It is quite true that in a House of 85 or 65 or less if
there are young ladies, fair ladies dressed well, it may remove the
monotcny of the business in the House. We may be looking at
them. I do not understand. Sir, why the Congress Government
should feel that they must raise the number of Muslims, Christians,
and raise the number of Scheduled Castes and then’ provide for the

- fair sex as well. T find nothing in the Cntv Mumcxpal Act which

necessitates the presence of ladies, Sir.”

Mg. PRESIDENT :—'* Does the hon. Member - feel that the
City is populated only by men? *

* Dr. V. K. JOHN :—** No, Sir, we want the best available ..

men and women in the City Corporation. If there is really a
woman coming up to the front she will certainly be returned by
men, I say, Sir, not only the Members of the Government but che
voters are also generous and chivalrous. When an honourable -
and a competent lady stands for election to the City Municipal
Council, they will elect her. Bu}, suppose, Sir, they are
incompetent, do we want five women merely because they are
women? Are they providing for competent ladies who can get in
as Muslims, as Indian Christians and Scheduled Castes? 1if such

ladies are forthcomm" and will help us in our work we must elect

them.”’

Dr. Sin A. LAKSHMANASWAMI MUDALIYAR:—'" On a
point of information, Sir, the hon. Member wanted occupational
representation and pleaded for it eloquently and now that he does:
not want 2 lady, does it mean that the occupation of child-welfare

and maternity should be taken up by men? B

* Dr. V. K. JOHN :—* Sir, I supgested that persons who sre
responsible for child-w eliare and maternity should be represented.
Ladies may come naturally in such- a case but in such a cage <he
may rot come in merely as a woman.’

-Mzr. PRESIDENT :—* 1 am afraid the hon. \gember has
raised a number of foes in this House and he should give. them

mopportumty « S
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*Dr. V. K. JOHN :—" Only one word 1 should like 10 say is
about clauses 13 and 14. Sir, I thought the present Ministry
will be a little different from the old Ministry. Every time, they
come forward with two provisions in every Bill. Clause 13 says—

U If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of
the said Act as amended by this Act, the Provincial Government
may, as occasion may arise, by order do anything which appears
to them mecessary for the purpose of removing the difficulty.’

I suggest, Sir, that it is a very undesirable provision in an Act
to give the executive, wide and arbitary powers to remove diffi-
culties which arise by executive orders. Why cannot the Legisla-
ture be consulted? Do the Government want us to abdicate our
functions? Sir, if there are any dlfﬁculue> why not bring them
before the House when we can pass & resolution or puass an amead-
ment. Now, Sir, about the removal of doubts. I do not knrw
who the draftsman of these is. For removal of difficulties an exe.
cutive order can be passed but for the removal ‘of doubts it is not

" the case. There is some other procedure. Sir, this House should
.. not be a party to clauses 13 and 14.” :

. * 8Srr R. SURYANARAYANA RAO :—'* Mr. President, Sir,
I had no intention to speak on the first reading of this Bill.”

MR. PBESIDENTT :—“ T am sorry vou got the intention sab-

sequently.”’

* Srx R SURYANARAYANA RAO :—* After hearing the
hon. Dr. John, T feel, Sir. even Dr. John is infectious when he
begins to talk. ~ As it so often happens every one of us on this
side like to say something though at the time before he began
his speech nobody thought of saying anything.”

Mr. PRESIDENT :—“It isa greaﬁ compliment to Dr. John."'

* Srt R. SURYANARAYANA RAO:—" 1 am verv glad to
find the Hon. Daniel Thomas in the House because, Sir, he is
practically the author of this Bill. It will enable us to get some
explanation for some of the provisions he has introduced. Sir,
the main object of this Bill I-take it is as the limits of the City
have been extended adequate provision should be made for repre-
sentation for these extended limits bui if the Hon. Minister had
contented himself with that and bad introduced or changed the
figures wherever they are necessarv and introduced the Bill, per-
haps, Sir, there would have been no cause even for my hon. Friends
of the Muslim League to take exception to that. But T think,
Sir, the Government have gone out of the way and tried to put
some more ideas into this Bill and thereby created a hare’s nest.

** Sir, if I wanted to infroduce a Bill of this kind, introduce

some changes, Sir, I would have given adult franchise immediately.
What place is better suited for the introduction of adulf franchise

, than the City of Madras? Why should not the Government intro-

duce adult franchise and thereby give a quietus to all the fears
entertained bv Dr. John. If there had been adult franchise, Sir,

" all “the troubles enwsaged by Dr. John would not arise. The

\
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troubles arise because the votes are conditioned on certaln circum-

stances which are not possessed by all voters. This City would

have been the best place for the functioning of adult franchise.
Secondly, Sir, which place is better suited than Madras City to
try the system of proportional representation as a solution for com-
munal representation? Sir, if proportional representation had been
introduced and adult franchise had also been granted. every com-
munity would have secured representation according to its strength,
they would get representation according to the adult population
each community has. I wish, Sir, they had done that also.
Otherwise, Sir, they could have merely introduced a provision
mcreasing the number of Councillors in view of the extended City
limits. - Then, Sir, I do not know why the Ministry is so anxious
to placate these vested interests like the Chambers of Commerce
and now, Sir, the Piecegoods Merchants’ Association also have
found recognition.”’ ‘ '

Tae Hon..Mr. DANTEL THOMAS :—" That was the oid,

. Act.”’ -

* Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO :—'* 1 do not know what
new interest has come to be represented by these six Councillors.”’

Tee Hon. Mr. DANIEL THOMAS :—** The Muslim Cham-

ber of Commerce."

Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO:—'* I do not know, Sir; so
long as each division is represented by a Councillor, why these
special interests should find representation in the Council. I do
not understand what is the contribution these bodies specially
make, Sir, for civic problems. What other interests have thay’
 apart from the interests of ordinary citizens, ordinary voters in
the City, 8ir? I think, Sir, I am not sure, nowhere in the world
this special representation is given to such special .interests in a
Municipal Council. I am yet to know of it, Sir.”

Dr. Sir A. LAKSHMANASWAMI MUDALIYAR :—* I may
tell the hon. Member, Sir, as a point of information that such
representations are given in places like Leeds, Manchester and
Sheffield in England."” o

Tee Hon. MRr. DANIEL, THOMAS :—** We have also such

a system here in Bombay.”

* Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO:—"' 1 am sure, Sir, if a
Bill is brought forward to amend the Liverpool Municipal constitu-
fion people will not hesitate to say that these special interests have

no business to secure special representation. What is the extra

contribution these special interests make for the good of this City?
After all, Sir, they will be all voters. They will have a voice
in returning the Councillors in the divisions in which they live..
Why should thev have special representation, Sir? T feel, Sir,

that this Bill has created a large number of difficulties about some

of which T think mv hon. Friend, Dr. John, gave expression. to.

Sir, indirectly Dr. John was pleading for separate electorates. I

'~ do not know why he did not directly say so.”
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Dr. V. K. JOHN :—** No, Sir. Far from it. I did not plead
for communal electorates at all.”’ ’

Mr. PRESIDENT :—'* That is ‘only a commentary upon your

‘speech.”

* Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO :— I thought, Sir, chat
was the impression produced on the Chair, when you congratulated

Mr. Jagannatham for securing a champion of his views in Dr.
John."” '

Mr. PRESIDENT :—** Do not take me seriously. Dr. Jobh
says that he did not mean it.” )

Dr. V. K. JOHN :—" I only said that if communal electorates
are granted, this is not the way to do it. This is not effective.
This is only representation for the majority community.”

* Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO :—"* I do not propose to
move the amendment standing in my pame. Sir, I shall refer to
it pow only. I have suggested an amendment which the Hon. the

" Minister for Revenue has accepted in all the Bills in the-Select

Committee of which he was the Chairman. That is whén a notifi-
cation is to be made, it should be placed before both the Houses
to secure their approval. Here is a provision, Sir, by which the
Provincial Government may, by a notification, increase or reduce
Councillors. By this they are taking to themselves, Sir, power
which is dangerous to be allowed to be exercised by the executive
Government. Unless such a notification is placed before both the
Chambers of the Provincial Legislature and the approval of the
Chambers obtained, I do not think it is a democratic procedure.

' The provision made by Hon. Minister for Revenue is a good feature

and I wanted to congratulate him when his Bills come up. But
since I find him in the House now, I congratulate him on being
so accommodating and on recognizing that the voice of the Legis-
lature in such vital matters should have to prevail as this is a
vital matter. To-morrow the Hon. Mr. Chandramouli may take
it into his head to reduce 65 divisional councillors to fifty because
he has taken powers to reduce or increase the number. To do
that without reference to the Legislature is very dangerous and
that provision is very dahgerous. T am verv sorrv the Hon. Dantel
Thomas introduced it and Mr. Chandramouli is only fathering it.
I wish these powers were exercised subject to the Legislature.
Even now it is not too late. After all this Bill can wait for the
next session. I suggest that he accepts my amendment so that
the Bill may go to the other House and he might get credit as the
Hon. the Revenue Minister has got.” ‘

*K. T. M. AHMED TBRAHIM SA?F[IB BAHADUR :—** Mr.
President, the Hon. Minister while introducing the Bill stated
that the intention of the Bill was to bring the Muslim community

. into line with the ‘Scheduled classes. T cannot reallv understand

what he meant bv that statement.

** The other dav when the District Municipalities Amending
Bill was under discussion before this House, we. the members of

4-30
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the Muslim League Party, pointed ous our grievances. We also
felt that our voices would be a cry in the wilderness as none of our
amendments was accepted. Since this Bill is framed on the same
lines and since we know what would be the fate of any amend-
ments that we might give notice of, we have not tabled uny
amendment. That does not mean that we agree with the provisions
of the Bill. But we thought that it would be enough if we just
mention our grievances and put forth our objections to some of

the provisions of the Bill. I am glad that Dr. John in his own

inconsistent manner has pleaded the case of the Muslims so far as
separate electorates are concerned. He began last time while

"speaking on the District Municipalities Amending Bill by espousing

the cause of the Musiims for separate electorates and ended with a
complete denunciation of the case for separate electorates for Mus-

lims. But this time he has explained his case better and, I am, -
therefore, thankful to him. Moulana Muhammad Ali stated that :

the persons elected from the general electorate would be men of
straw; Dr. John has used an equally strong word; he has called
ihem dummies. 1 am glad. it is quite correct. Muslims returned
through the process of reservation of seats in a ward where Muslims
. are not 1n a majority would be only representatives of the majority
that returned him and by no stretch of imagination can such a
person be called a representative of the Muslims. The person
elected would naturally reflect only the views of the majority in
- that ward and not those of the Muslims who form the minority.
It is only on this ground that we have been pleading for the
introduction of separate electorate in district boards and munici-
palities. We are having the system of separate electorate so far -
as representation to the Legislatures is concerned and Muslim
representatives are functioning quite properly. Therefore, there is
no use of reserving a seat for Muslims,in a joint electorate consti-

tuency. especially when the majority of the voters are non-Meslims.
1t will be some improvement if seats are reserved in wards where -

the majority are.Muslims and Muslims in the ward may- then he

able to elect their own representatives. 1t would have been betier .

had the Government added a proviso to clause 4 to the effect that

seats which are reserved for particular communities should /-

be reserved in wards where the members of that community are
:»a majoritv. Tt would then he some slight improvemen?.”
As it is, the wards in which seats are reserved are left to
be determined by the sweet will and pleasure of Government.
By means of the improvement T have suggested, Muslims will he
able to get representatives who will reflect the views of the com-
munity. Dr. John said again thaf persons who are elected from
the wards. in which Y - '

Mr. PRESIDENT :—*‘ T think we are concerned with what
the Bill says and not what Dr. John said.” : .

*X. T. M. AHMED IBRAHIM ‘SAHIB BAHADUR :—* Dr.
-"John said fthis with reference to the Bill and I have to refute some

of those arguments since they are vitally concerned with the provi-
. sions of the Bill.” o :

N

THE MADRAS CITY MUNICIPAL (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL; 9%
’ 1947

- 2bth April 1947] , :

\ i Member that we
Mr. PRESIDENT :—"' I may tell the hon. M '
are not coucerned with refuting of Dr. John. Please retute the

Bill if you can.”

*K. T. M. AHMED IBRAHIM SAHIB BAE{ADU.B —'" He
said rightly that such persons would only represent tne views fI the
majority community and that is why we wang that Muslim tepre-
sentatives should be elected through the separate electorate. If it
applies to those wards where seats are re;servgd, much m01;'.evso chr}(:s
it apply and with greater force 1t applies, to representatives ,‘ 0
would be elected through a general electorate where there i3 no
reservation and such a person would much less represent the

Muslims.

* He spoke of Muslim wards in the City of Madras. But even
there such areas have been tacked on ro neighbouring areas where
the Hindus are in a majority with the result that in many wards
where Muslims ought naturally to he m a ma)orx?y, there are
‘Hindu majorities. 1 ‘Wwould, therefore, appeal to Government u?

- consider the necessity of re-forming these wards so that contiguous
/! areas where Muslims are in a majority may not be divid=d for
political purposes in order o reduce them to a position of minoriy.
1 have mentioned some points while discussing the District Munisi-
palities Amendment Bill and I have to repeas tiem iwere be lse
‘T have been receiving representations {rom almosi all the ghsmjactr;
about these grievances, from which the Muslims of the ‘.ruz:mce
are suffering. Dr. John spoke of panels and we know what the
experience of the Scheduled classes.is, from what Mr. Jagunnathain
and others feel about them.” o
Mg. PRESIDENT :—* 1 wish you confine your remarks ‘o
the Bill and deal with the Bill. As it is, it does not speak of
panelé. Please excuse me if I have to be stiff in this matter. We
have not much time before us.”’ : , ‘

* K. T. M. AHMED IBRAHIM SAHIB Banapur :—" [Chese
are the main points on which we, the Muslims, are very much

interested. Tirst, we want that separate electorate should be pro-
vided for the Muslims, secondly even where reservation 1s provided
the seats reserved for them should be in wards where Muslins are
in & majority and thirdly, there must be a re-division of wards so0
that natural division may be restored and Muslims may not be
split up.” « ' .

*Mrs. MONA HENSMAN :—* Mr. President. 1 will not take
much time for I will not attempt to review any of the allegations
or assertions or. statements that have been made by certain hen.
Members regarding my sex. o .

< But, Sir, I would say that a very grand future has been
forecast for us; women, by the hon. Member who spoke firs:. He
¢aid there was no necessity for reservation of seats for women,
because if a woman sets up a claim, a woman well-dressed and with
a sweet smile—any man would stand out’ for her. 1 will bear this

' in mind at the next election for my particular seat or for the hop.

Member's seat for the Council—by his fish-pond, around his house.
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near his flower beds, and on his cement walk, members of my vex,
choser. for their beauty, wit and eloquence will wait on Dr. John,

~ in order to persuade him to give up his seat and his vote and vou
may be sure that Dr. John will not sit again in this House in his
own night.”’ ‘

Mg. PRESIDENT :—" 1 am not sure if he would not like
the bevy in his house ; he would prefer it to sitting in this House.

* Mrs. MONA HENSMAN :—'* They would all be young and
beautiful and Dr. John and I will sit and admire them from e
veranda and gallery. :

* Again a suggestion was made that women would be Jum:wmies
but I join issue with him in that opinion.- Really, it is the oiher
way about and women are bringing to bear a dynamic view of
things. So, it will not be quite as he said. Agan, I see ‘hat four
seats have been reserved for women out of a total of 66 seats,.which
works out to ome woman’s seat for every 163 men. I stand by
arithmetic and not anything else and this proves that in this Fro-
vince one woman will be counted equal to sixteen and-a-half raen.

“* I shall close my remarks with a congratulation to the Govern-
ment on clause 6 of the Bill, which foretells what the future holde
for us. This is the first time that I have,seen in print in ‘any

Bill or Resolution recommended to a Legislature in this -country .

that elections should be on a basis completely void of sex distia stions
and of communal distinctions. The candidates would know the
people in their wards and we, the electors, would know .who are

the people who deserve support and that is guaranteed in addition -

the seats reserved for the different sections. This is a section

whick enables us, women, to choose those people whether men

or women of whatever community they may belong, in addiiion fo
fhe ceats reserved for us. I must congratulate the Hon. Minister
on having introduced this provision in the Bill which will bring us
a1l info verv much closer unity and of finding out who are the
best people irrespective of the other divisions that this Bill has fer
the present put forward. I say ‘for the present ' advisedly. T
think that the former Bill was very, very bad and poor and this is
certainly many steps better and this clause 6 points the way to

gomething better still that we would attain in the not too distgnt

future for distinctions of all kinds must be removed in order that
" upity may be established in our Province and the Country.”

445  Tag Hon. MR. DANIEL THOMAS :—* Mr. President, Sir.
P would just mention to you, and through you to this Council, that

this bill is a necessary and a salutary piece of legislation. Some-
where in 1933, a committee was appointed by the Government
whick contained many eminent men to go into the question of the
Madras City Municipal Act. The committee consisted of persons
like Sir A. Ramaswami Mudalivar. Swami Vepkatachalam Chetti

and several other distinguished public men of this Province. It -~
“was therefore plain that in the City Corporation all minority

communities should be represented by reservation of seats. " hat
report was not immediately put into legislation so far as the Madras
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committee were adopted in the provisions of the District Munici-

_palities Act.  1n 1934 a Bill was brought into the-statute Lok

whereby reservation of seats was made for Indian Christians, Mus-

_lires, Adi-Dravidas and women in joint electorates for all the dis-

trict boards of the Province. That system bas been working very

-satisfactorily for the last 12 years. So far as Madras was con-
" cerned, it was thought desirable that this provision should be

included in the City Muncipal Act. India is a country ol all

" ‘communities and classes. These minority communities are NOW

conscious of their position as minorities. I submit the Congress
purty and the Congress Ministry are anxious to safeguard wnd
protect the interest of the minority communisies. It was said tiat
representatives elected by joint electorates from minority commn-
nities were not really representative. I absolutely repudiate thag

-guggestion. There are many muncipalities in this Province, and

bundreds of members have been elected by joint electorales to

- represent Indian Christians, Muslims and Adi-Dravidas. 1 would
" subiwoit the records of municipal administration and local bourds for

the lust 12 years will belie the suggestion that has been made that
those representatives are not the real representatives of the com-
munity. (K. Uppi Sabib Bahadur: Question.) Of course mem-

" bers represent not only their own community, but that particular

area also.. I submit the object and purpose of reservation of seats
for certain ‘communities in these areas is not that there should be
different and there should be communal representation for these

. communties, but that people of these seats should be associated

with the administration of these bodies. For example, from 1941

. onwards, in the Madras City Corporation, there has been no

woman. 1 submit that the present Bill makes such a position

- impossible. The object and policy of the Bill is, that Government

are anxious that representation for minority communities should’
be given, but that representatives of minority communities should
represent not only their own communities but the particular area
also. They should work together in union for the civic welfare of
the entire people of the area. : '

“ One more word, and I shall.finish. My hon. Friend, Dr.
John, said that the number of members provided in this Bil! was-
too large, and that as a matter of fact, it should be less. The

City of Bombay with 15 square miles has over 100 members. Our

old Madras was 13 square miles in area. Now we are raising is to

50 square miles. Moreover he said, that the largeness of the num-
ber should be an obstruction. As a mafter of fact, there are a
- number of standing committees and each standing committee has

« right to opt out by leiting in particular interests. For example,
if there is a committee in charge of education, it can take in as
members of the standing committee, members of private institu-
tions. I would therefore submit the enlargement of the nurabers

~18'a very desirable and satisfactory feature of the present Bill,-and
16 15 not ab all clear how it will clash with the competent discharge

.. of the executive functions of that body. I would therefore submit
~that so far .

as‘,t_h.at provision is concerned, namely, enlargement of .
0B IR |
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the Council, and the representalion of minority communities, 1
submut both are desirable features. I no doubt agree that reserva-
tion of seats' for minorities, and reservation of seats for certain
‘clagses such as women is not ideally desirable. But we are aot

livins in an ideal country. Therefore, so long as the committees <
t=3 3

are there, I would submit that it is desirable that that provision
should be made. Recently even in the United Provinces a similar
- provision providing reservation of seats for minority communities
by joint electorates was brought before the Legislative Assembly.'’

* K, UPPI SAHIB BaHADUR :—*‘ Mr. President, Sir, but for
the speech of the Hon. Mr. Daniel Thomas, I would not- bave
taken part in this debate.”” (Laughter.) '

Mg, PRESIDENT :—'* It is unforfunate.”

K. UPPI SAHIB BAHADUR :—** Even this learned gehtleman, '

after experience as a mufassal member and as the Chairman of

suine representative bodies, has to admit that reservation of seats

for the minority communities is absolutely necessary. I thank the

“Hon. Mr. Chandramouli for God-fathering this Bill. 'The father
of the Bill is the Hon. Mr. Daniel Thomas. 'The Hon. Mr. Daniel

Thomag has drawn up this Bill and left it for nursing to the IHon.
Myr. Chandramouli. This Bill is really a step in the right direccion.
Mr. John has given expression to some feelings for which we' are
thankful to him. He is true to himself. He is true to realities

to-day. He had been advocating in a general way the necessity of

representation of minorities. But he said he is not for separate

electorate. e goes hall way and halts. Y do not agree with,
him. 8o also the Hon. Mr. Daniel Thomas. Both these gentle- -

men want separate representation. Mr. Daniel Thomas belongs to
‘& minority community. I ask Mr. Dgniel Thomas ‘ If you aré
true to yourself, if-you are true to this House and to India, you
ought to keep the real fact before you’. The real fact is that
communal representation is there in this country. You cannot by
mere advices and preachings wipe it out of this land. Sir, we Mus-
lims are branded as communalists.. But, in fact, in this Presidency,

it is not the Muslims that started this communalism. The Non- -

Brahman movement came from the Hindu section. At that time,
we were Congressites believing in joint electorate. With my l‘.on.,
Fnepd,‘Dr. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliyar’s brother—I have sreat
admiration for him—I had to cross words even in private talk. In
those days we were all nationalists. But realities forced us to
change our view. Now one cannot wi f
words. To-day, I have to submit to Sir A. Ramaswami Muadali-
yar—TI tuke ‘off my hat, rather my cap—and declare tliat he was
right and I was wrong. That is the position, Sir. I micht ask
Hon, Members as well as the Hon. Mr. Daniel Tho K

ta%:e facts and prove as practical statesmen ’. Communalism in
. this country you cannot wipe out by mere preaching . . .

Mr. PRESIDENT :—‘‘ The Bill does not seek

.
-
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pe it out of India by mere.
mas, ‘ let us -

to wipe it out.”
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K. UPPI SAHIB BaEADUR;:— “As a matter of i};&/éfx
provides for special representation:for ’M931}9}_3i;;%0%§' . B
is only half measure.” S el .

-

" Mr. PRESIDENT :—" You want a better thing? That has
been put ably by Mr. Ibrahim.”

. K. UPPI SAHIB Bamapuk:—'* I once again request Govera-

. ment to reconsider and have a clear Bill giving separate representa-
tion for Muslims and other communities, like scheduled classea,

elected by themselves, brought forward at an early date, realising
the real position of the community and not have this camouflage
of communal representation and hoodwink them."

Mr. PRESIDENT :—'* Does the Hon. Minister propose %o
reply? "’ S :

Tsie Hoy. Szt K. CHANDRAMOULI :—* I will say only cne
or two words, Sir."”’ '

Mg. K. 0. ANTHONI :—** My community has been referred
to, -Sir."”’ E :

Mg. PRESIDENT :—' Your community has been amply
provided for.” :

Mr. K. O. ANTHONI :—'* I want to repudiate that impres. .~
gion.”” ’ .

- MRr. PRESIDENT .—** Nobody has got any impression that
your community has been treated badly.” ~

. Tge HoN. Skt K. CHANDRAMOULI :—‘' Mr. President,
8ir, 1 am sorry to say that p gentleman like Dr. Jobn should put
forward self-contradictory suggestions, one following the other,
without bringing or giving any helpful suggestions. He advocated
that the Corporation Council should be composed of a small num-
ber of people. At the same time he wanted representations to be
given to each and every profession. This- cannot -be done.
Secondly, I can say one thing to Dr. Jobhn regarding the executive.
functions. So long as there i1s the Commissioner, so long as there
are committees, the Corporation is also expected to carry on the
executive functions. They are there to formulate certain policies.
8o long as the civie interests of all the people are to be represented.
you eannot ask a few people to sit there and represent the feelings
of all the civic needs of the population. I can say that it is aiso
centradictory to the spirit of the Bill. Then, Sir, I will say one

- tking regarding Muslims. The hon. Mr. Ibiabim told that reserva-

tion of seats was made where there were not Muslims in a majority.
I can assure him that reservation 6f seats for Muslims is made
where Muslims are in a majority. As for the powers taken by the
Ministry under sections 13 and 14, I will say, this is only a jprovi- & p.m.
sion for meeting an emergency and not to take wide powers. T ran
assure Mr. Suryanarayana Rao that every care will-be taken not.

- to ebuse such,powers, and that so long as the executive is there,
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such powers are necessary; for every small thing you cannot 2xpect =

us tc come to the Legislature for its sanction. Then, Bir, Mr.
Suryanarayana Rao has advocated aduly franchise, proportional

representation and other such things. I can say, adult franchise is -

necessary, and I assure him that that is a thing for 'whicl; the
Congress has always stood. As this is an emergency bill intro-

duced to medt an emergency, only small amendments have been 2

made in the present Bill. With these words, Sir, I commend the
Bill for the acceptance of the House.” : -

The motion was put and carried.

Olauses 2, 8, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and clause L

‘and the Preamble were put and carried.

move—

‘ that the Madras City Municipal ‘(Secénd Amendment) 31’11,
1947 (L.A. Bill No. 5 of 1947), as passed by the Asse;mb_ly

10 '

be passed into law ’. )

law.

Mg. PRESIDENT :—* The House will now adjourn for
tea.'y o B ‘

A Voice:—" May I kn'ow when we re-assemble, Sir? "

Mr. PRESIDENT :—'* As soon as it is over.” (Laughter)

(After tea—B6-37 p.m.)
IV:MESSAGE FROM THE ASSEMBLY'.
MR. PRESIDEﬁT :—** T have to announce to the House the

following messages, dated, Fort St. George, the 24th April 1947,
received by me from the Hon. the Speaker of the Madras Tegis- = /'

lative Assembly :—

** In accordance with rule 94 of  the Madras Assembly

Rules T transmit a copy of the Tungabhadra Project (Pre-
vention of Speculation in Land) Bill, 1947 (L.A. Bill No.

13 of 1947),as passed by the Assembly on the 24th April
~ 1947 and signed by me for the concurrence ofthe Counecil.”

** In accordance with rule 94 of the Mad.ra,s Assembly: -~
" Rules T transmit a copy of the Malabar Trrigation Works .

. (Construction and Levy of Cess) Bill, 1947 (L.A. Bill Ne.

g3 A

cil 83 )
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Tgs Hon. Sri K. CHANDRAMOULI:—" Sir, I beg to

The motion was put and carried and the Bill was passéd into

14 of 1947),as passed by the Assembly on the 24th April
1947 and signed by me for the concurrence of the Coun--

. THE TUNGABADHA PROJECT .(PREVENTION OF " 803
’ - SPECULATION IN LAND) BILL, 1947

e 'GOVERNMENT BILL—dons.
@ THE TUNGABHADRA PROJECT (PREVENTION OF BPECULATION IN
- 'LAND) BILL, 1947 (L.A. BILL NO. 13 oF 1947) (AS PASSED BY
THE ASSEMBLY). | -
Tre Hon. St KALA VENKATA RAO:—" Mr. President,
Sir, I beg to move— : ‘
“ that the Tungabkadra Project (Prevention of Speculation

in Land) Bill, 1947 (L.A. Bill No. 13 of 1947), as passed
by the Assembly be taken into consideration.”
‘¢ 8ir, it has undergone some important changes in the select
committee in the other House.”

K. UPPI SAHIB BagADUR :—*' On a point of order, Sir, the

" Hon. Minister should first move to suspend standing order.”

Mgr. PRESIDENT :—‘* What standing order? "’
XK. UPPI SAHIB Bazapur :—'* He has to ask you permission

3

to suspend the standing order . . . ~ .

Mr. PRESIDENT :—‘° You mean leave to waive three days’
notice ?>"’ . o ’
K. UPPI SAHIB Bamspur :—"' Yes.”

Mr. PRESIDENT :—‘ Government have already asked fer
that. That is why; I consulted you, as the Leader.of the Opposi-

~ tion, before bringing this measure, whether you have any objec-

tion.  (The hon. Member nodded assent.) The Hon. Miuister

. may continue bhis speech.”’

e HoN. SR KAT.A VENKATA RAO :—** Sir, the Bill seeks
to prohibit large extent of land in the Tungabhadra project area
being purchased in the expectation of a rise in price of land when
the project comes ‘into operation, and to resell them at a profit.
The list of villages attached in the schedule of this Bill defines the
area of operation of this Bill. ~ All hon. Members know that this
area is a famine area, and for the first time something is bemng
done to bring water to these villages which are in the famine area.
But, ‘Sir, when certain people got knowledge that a project is com-
ing into being, they began to purchase land, from Rupees five to

* Rupees fifty an acre, the purpose being that on a future date when
- the project comes into operation, the price of these lands will go
.up, and then by selling them they can make a profit. As a matter

of fact otherwise one cannot see any reason why lawyers from

-Bapatla, Guntur and Tenali should go there and purchase land,-

+ . which éan never be for agricultural purposes. Even some of
" the commercial magnates of the locality who have nothing to do
- with agriculture bave consistently purchased land under this pro-

ject area. Thgse gentlemen rely upon - their business concern
than_ upon agriculture as their profession. Therefore Government

-thought " it necessary, that there should be a Bill which should

revent this speculation in future, and so under the new clause

3
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they propose to take over such lands as are in"excess of fifty &fres
at the price at which they were purchased and then disposed of them
in the best interests of the locality and the country. Clause 9 of

the Bill deals with an important aspect. It says that when a man

has purchased a land in the project area, it cannot be alienated
for thirty years. It is a beneficial provision which will go a leng
wayv to keep land from slipping into others hands. I must say
this Bill is due to the efforts of Mr. Suryanarayana Rao. My
record shows that he is one of the earliest few to bring this.
measure. I am glad that I have got the chance of bringing this
measure, and I do hope the people of the locality will get the
. desired effect out of this Bill. I need not say anything more. I
request this House to give this Bill a speedy passage:” ‘

* Srr B. BHIMA RAO :—** Sir, in supporting this measure I
would say a few words. The complaint is that if is not as compre-
“hensive as it should have been, in two or three respects, and I
hope the Ministry will take these points, which I am going to
mention presently, and attend to them. The first complamt_:,vylth
" regard to this Bill is that my electorate consider it to be very limited

in scope and that Government have not brought within its ‘ambit. -

the huge acreage which landlords in general, whose lands will be
irrigated by this project, have in their possession. Some of the
landlords have got two to three thousand acres, which will be bene-
fited by this project. And I know when the Famine Code Revision
Committee met, they gave an assurance, that when this project
" was brought into execution, they would give up lands in excess of
fifty acres; and they have given that assurance, some orally, and
some in writing. At that time it was thought the whole area will*
be irrigated with wet crops. But now, we see, for some reason ot

other, of which we are not aware, this project will irrigate only

15 thousand acres of wet crops and 23} 1akhs of acres with dry crops.

At the time when we were proceeding with that committee, it was-

stated that ten lakhs of acres will be brought under cultivation under

_ this project. Tt is not known why this acreage has been reduced

from ten to-three lakhs of acres, of which five per cent is to be
irrigated with wet crops. 8ir, this is nothing when compared with
Kistna and Godavari delta.

'* Sir, some people have been complaining and what they sav
has also been printed in a pamphlet, a copy of which T have given

to the Hon. Minister for Public Works, that it is anly a hmited
quantity of water that is to be impounded by this dam, and mos®
of it is to be let down info the Kistna river, so that the ryots in that
ielta may have the benefit of this project. They complain this

project has been undertaken not so much in the inferest of the -

Rayalaseema districts as for  the benefits of the ryots in the Kistna
-delta. It is for the Public Works Minister to answer those com-
plaints, and I understand they are going to issue a -Press

Communiqué to-morrow, and not to-day, answering these objec- -

tions. Anvhow the project is quife welcome, though no doubt it is
- limited in scope. P : -

- '\"_ LR
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** The other complaint is they have not taken up what is called

-high canal project, 1 mean, the high level channel. ~1f it had been

undertaken it would have brought under irrigation at least
double the acreage. Well, Sir, whatever it way be, we must be
thankful for small mercies. From 1943 onwards several merchants
have purchased thousands of acres which come under this project

and as the Hon. Minister stated, some of them are from Guntur

district and Kistna district, and as was pointed out by the Hon.

> Minister several lawyers including two or three lawyers from

Bellary have purchased four thousand acres. Of course they have
not purchased them for raising dry crops. Now they are dis-

appointed ; at least they are not so elated as they were when they
purchased the lands.

*“ As I said, Sir,-we are thankful for small mercies; and I hope
in due time Government will bring in legislation to reduce the
acreage of big landlords who own t{wo thousand to three thousand
acres. On the other hand they are entitled to purchase in addition

‘not more than 50 acres. Under clause 4 (2) their present extent
- of land is secured and they too can purchase not more than 50 acres.

I do not want to take up much time of the House, and I hope
Government in due time will bring a comprehensive measure.
With these words I support this measure.”

* Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO :—* M. Presidens, Sir,
I am very happy that at last this measure which vitally affects the

- Tungabhadra Project area has been brought forward in this House.

I am very grateful to the Hon. Minister for Land Revenue for
associating my ‘name in initlating this idea of restricting the extent
of acquisition of lands under the project. - Sir, on this occasion,
you will forgive me if I indulge in speaking at some length which
may appear to be delivering @ budget speech. Sir, this project has -
been one of the dreams of many of the people of Rayalaseema. As
Mr. Bhima Rao pointed out this scheme has undergone various
changes. IFrom the time of Mackenzie down to the time, if I may
say so, of Dowley, it has undergone so many changes; and one
wonders, why after all. a scheme of this restricted kind has been
adopted by Government. When the Famine Code Revision Com-
mittee considered this project—and I was one of its members—we
recommended. what we called the Swaminatha Ayyar's scheme,
which consists of a low level canal and a high level canal, and it
was esfimated to cost, at that time, about 16 crores. But later on,
there must have been some trouble with the Government of His
Exalted Highness the Nizam of Hyderabad on the question of
sharing of waters. The enormous cost involyed in bringing a high
level canal without adequate supply of water made Mr. Dowley,
who was then the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, to think of this
alternative scheme of the low level canal. It is true, Sir, those of
us who have studied the Swaminatha Ayyar’s scheme felt hopeful
that both the low level canal and the high level canal would form
part of this project, irrigating a large extent of land. We were all

- -greatly disappointed; and as soon as we learnt that thers was this

¥
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restricted proposal, the present Minister for Industries and myself |

ran up to ‘Lanjore, consulted Mr. Swaminatha Ayyar and presented
a memorandum to the Adviser in charge of Irrigation, who was

pleased to order that both the original scheme and the proposed

scheme should be examined from all points of view. The Firu-
malai Ayyangar report gives figures and facts relating to both the
schemes.” But, as I said, the ditficuity seems to have arisen on tl}e
question of. distribution of waters with the Government of His

Exalted Highness the Nizam of Hyderabad and wisely, Sir, L '

believe, instead of waiting for a decision the Madras Government
decided that we should proceed at least with the low level canal,
at the same time not giving up their right for waters which would

enable them to have the high level canal. When this questicn:

came up before the Ceded Districts Economic Development Board,
" the Special Chief Engineer for Irrigation for the Project assured
us, that in the dam that he was putting up he was providing sluices
for the high level canal also, so that, and if at any time it came

into being—we hope it will come soon—by coming to an agreement - ’

with the Government of His Kxalted Highness the Nizam of
Hyderabad, they would also take up the high level canal. There-
fore for the present it-is a restricted scheme. ; .

“ Another feature to which Mr. Bhima Rao referred is, while
the reservoir is at one place the benefits accrue from it to taluks
situated far away from the reservoir. That is one of the reasons
why there is opposition to the scheme. I feel, with due deference
to Mr. Bhima Rao, who seems to share these misgivings' of the

misguided opposition to the scheme,—that all this opposition is -
because of the Minister for Liand Revenue and his friends who are -

talking of linguistic provinces. The idea is, while the reservoir is
located in the future Karnataka province, the waters therefrom are
to irrigate the so-called Andhbra districts of the Andhra province.

(Laughter.) I wish this question of linguistic provinces is nnf.

brought up at this stage.

** Another point I want to deal with is the pamphlet about

which Mr. Bhima Rao spoke. I have a copy of thag pamphlet

with me. It is but patural for people of Xarnataka to feel as they ~
do. By the way, I will go into the Karnataka province, when it

" is formed ; because I come from a village situated in the Karnataka -
area; and I am not at all sorry for it. But the main objection

behind this opposition to the scheme is due to the fact that the
reservoir and the large number of. villages and lands that will be

submerged by the reservoir and the thirty thousand population that -
will be affected by this submersion belong to the Karnataka pro- -

vince; while. the benefits therefrom will accrue to the 'Andbra’
districts of the so-called Andhra province. I am not worried about

this at all. For when schemes of this large kind are undertaken

- .some have to suffer so that a larger number may reap the benefits. :
“thereof. It is in this way the Hon. Minister for Public Works, ..

when he visited some time ago those beautiful villages which will be | -

submierged by .the reservoir recently; brought home to the people: -

¥
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of their unreasonableness. He said, ‘ it is true, you are geing fo
sulier ; but remember the very large number of people who will be
benelited, and with the lands you have to give up, other taluks
will become prosperous and that will also bring prosperity even to

~ those wiic are now atiecied by it.”
*“ I am very sorry that the Government have delayed in issuing 8 P

the promised communiqué on the subject. In fact, "Sir, this
Government has not taken the trouble to educate even the legis- ,

+lators about the 'L'ungabhadra Project, its potentialities and it8

possibilities, though they have a big publicity departinent. iiven
my hon. Friend, Mr. ¥arookhi Sahib, who represented these dis-
tricts in the Central Assembly does not know where Mallapuram is
which is the area proposed to be submerged under water, where the
water will flow and so on: Sir, the legislators have a right to know
all these. It is the duty of the Government to educate the legis-
lators first and then the public as to whaf this project stands for.
The Government will issue a communiqué to-morrow as suggested
by Mr. Bhima Rao, but the mischief has already been done. This
leaflet I have in mind was issued two months ago and we have
been asking the Government to counteract this propaganda. This
leaflet is a conglomeration of exaggeration of facts and suppression
of facts, but I do not blame the authors. It is a propaganda leaflet
on bebalf of the Karnataka province. In propaganda we have fo
take the weakest points in the opponent and make much of ‘them.
I am very sorry that this Government communigué bas been
delayed. But I hope the communiqué when it is issued, will satisfy
at least my friend, Mr. Bhima Rao, who has to plead with the
voters in his constituency and satisfy them and tell them that the
fact that they would belong to the Karnataka province or thai they
would not belong to an Andhra province should not influence them
in anyway and prevent thenf from using their judgment in assessing
the value of this project. Who knows, my hon. Friend, Mr. Bhima
Rao, may be aware—that if a plebiscite is taken many of the
taluks which are now ‘claimed by people who want them to be
included in an. Andbra province may form part of -the Karnataka
province? Because, Sir, the other day, when the hon. Member,
Mr. A. B. Shetty, when he was not Minister, put a question in
the Assembly asking for a list of places in which Kanarese is the
regional language, I was surprised to find that many of the taluks
for which a claim is laid on behalf of the Andhra province are
bilingual, and if a vote 1s taken many of the villages, perhaps whole
taluks, may go into a Karnataka province. Unfortunately, Sir, I
have to refer to this contentious question, but there it is. Al thias
trouble is due to the fact that a proper appreciation of the benefits
expected to be conferred by the project has not been brought home
to the minds of the public. *

‘ 8ir, the hon. Member, Mr. Bhima Rao, referred to a recom-
mendation of the Famine Code Revision Committee relating to the
restriction of holdings. It is true; Sir, the Famine Code Revision
Committee suggested—they. did not fix 100 acres though some of

o as fought for it—the Committee suggested that if within 10 years



808 THE TUNGABHADRA PROJECT (PREVENTION OF
SPECULATION IN LAND) BILL, 1947

! [Sri R."Suryanarayana Rao]  [26th April 1947

ajter the waters of the Tungabhadra is supplied for irrigation, the
lands are found uncultivated, the Government should take the land
from the landholderg at the price at which lands were svld betore the

water was available and parcel them out among landless labourers. -

Si}‘, that was the idea at that time. And 1 .am glad that in this
~ Bill, fifty acres is considered to be a fairly ecomomic unit under
the Tungabhadra Project. T

" 8ir, I was one of those few people who were present on the

uccasion when His Excellency the Governor of Madras laid the

foundation stone of this dam. I went up the hill where the foun-
dation stone was laid and looked round, I was told that for the
aistance as far as my eye could reach, water would be impounded,
.1t was a glorious ‘sight for vue fo imagine what it would be when
it became a fact. But I was wondering why, when so much water
could be impounded, the waters could not be utilised from . the
beginning of the resetvior by the lands about the reservoir right up
to the end of the Kurnool taluk in Kurnool district. Unforfu-
nately, Sir, the contour of the land is such that it is not possible
for lands very near the dam site to be irrigated. Secondly, Sir,
the level of the land is such, though the canal is running by its

side, it is only on one side irrigation is possible and not on the

other side. It ds unfortunate, for in a place like Kistna district
the waters would have irrigated both sides of the channel bringing
more land under irrigation. , ;

_ ‘“ Another fact which hon. Members must know is, if I am not
mistaken -and I hope I will not be corrected as I was done when I
spoke on the Madras City Municipal Amendment Bill—for the first
time, Sir, in the history of the world, what is called * dry irrigation *
18 being adopted in this project area. The water is being let in to
grow dry crops and not wet crops. Only a small percentage of the
project area will be under wet cultivatiorr growing wet crops. - Most
of thga land, in fact 85 per cent of it, will be only dry-irrigated area
growing dry crops like cholam, commercial crops like eotton, and
perhaps in somé areas where water is more easily available, indigo
end other crops. Therefore, Sir, I do not think that 50 acres pro-

vided as the maximum extent of project land which a person may

acquire is high.
-** There is a point that was not made clear in the other House

and might now be cleared by the Government. Why &did not the -

Government accep} all the points announced in the communiqué of

the Madras Government, dated 7th February 1946. In this com--

muniqué, the then Government laid down the principles on which
they would bring forward legislation. I expected, Sir, to have all
these points incorporated in this Bill, but I find, Sir, that it has ho$
been done. Omne of the points made there was that a man may
acquire up to 50 acres, but no person after the Act came into force
could acquire more than 50 acres of the project land withouf
Governiment’s permission and such permission would only be given

to those who satisfy the authorities that they are genuin agri-- - |
e o . e DR,

... culturists. No such condition exists here and anybfdy' may n 0; S

G r‘acqu;ra 50 acres under the Rl_-oject'. And. then it was said;’* And /=~

o e D
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- undertake not to dispose of the land until a certain number of

vears after the water is made available.” That has been accepted.
But we do not find here the provision that if land is acquired in
contravention of the provisions it will be liable to be confiscated.
All that the present Bill says is: If a man acquires more land,

~ within three years the Government can exercise the right of pur-

chasing the land at rates at which the man purchased it. But the -
Advisers’ regime had come to the conclusion that if anybody pur-
chased more land than 50 acres after a particular date, all that land
would become confiscated to Government, may I remind Sir, with-
out compensation. In order to discourage persons from speculating
in- land before the Act came into force, all purchases of land
between a date to be prescribed in 1944 and the commencement -

_ of the Act would be set off against the limit of 50 acres mentioned

above and water would not be allowed for hirigating more than the
restricted extent of the holding so acquired. This principle also
has not been introduced. The Bill, Sir, seeks to take power for
Government to acquire project land in certain areas, if a person has
acquired more than 50 acres after 1st October 1944, but it does not
penalise him to the extent the Advisers’ Government wanted to do.
Tt does not prevent a man who already has a thousand acres from
acquiring 50 acres more, and if he is influential enough to get a

~ permit, for acquiring 100 acres even. (Interruption) Yes, with a

permit. I know he can manage to get a permit, Sir. Tt should
have been made penal for any man who already has land to acquire
even this 50 acres, because the land he already has will give him
enough - trouble to bring it under cultivation when the water flows
down the canal. ' '

‘“ Sir, if Eo\nly the good rule that we bave suggested to the

Government of having joint committees when bills of this kind ave

introduced had been followed, it would have enabled some hurable

- people in this House also*to have brought to the notice of the

Government certain factors which should be taken info account
when a Bill of this kind is introduced. Liet it be remembered, Sir,
that this Bill is of a socialistic nature: restricting a man from
purchasing more than a certain extent of land tends toward
socialism. Let us not fight shy of it. If we go further and prevent
people from owning more than a certain extent, that is real
socialism. Liet nobodyv be sorry that we are proceeding along thess
lines, when the Advisers’ Regime was prepared to go so far.

** Then, Sir, before.I close T want to say nne thing more. I
have not given notice of any amendment because I want this Bill
to be passed as soon as possible. After the communiqué was issued
by the Adviser Government people who were sending out agents
from far off Tenali and Bapatla ceased to do. so and people who
had bought lands even parted with them fearing that water would
not be available or their lands wounld be confiscated. That apart,
T appeal to the Hon. Minister for T.and Reveniie—I am glad the
Hon. the Prime Minister is here—this project presents problems
which are verv big and perhaps only of the kind which arose under
the Tennessey Valley Authority. Here T have the reports of the
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Bpecial Officer covering hundreds of pages, dealing with every’
_problemi connected with the Tungabhadra Project, and the problems. -

are many. There is the question of population at the area which

is sparsely populated ; there is the problem of cattle, manure, ete. -

There are also other problems connected with the bringing of land
under cultivation, such as coaxing the ryot till now accustomed to
depend on rain to make use of the canal water when the rains fail
and also when the rains come in order to grow some other subsi-
diary crop. Then, Sir, it may be necessary to change the

agricultural practices of the tract. The water can flow along the

canal during certain periods only. What crops can best be grown,
what proportion food crops should bear to commercial crops—these
are some of the problems, which you come across in this

project and which would not arise in a project intended for wet.

cultivation like the Ramapadasagar project. 'We have many such
projects for dry irrigation in these areas such as the Gandikotta
project. Therefore I would like the Government not to be satisfied

with what they have done, but to take in hand and redeem the:
pledge given by the previous Prime Minister to appoint a high

6-158° power executive who will be in a position to take decisions on the

- various problems raised by the Special Officer and devise methods
to solve them, so that when the waters flow along the canals, the -

lands may not remain barren as they are but become smiling fields.”’

Tae Hon. Srr KALA VENKATA RAO:—'* Mr. President,
Sir, both the speakers that have spoken on this proposition have

spoken on subjects many of which do not belong to my portfolio. -
- But nonetheless one or two points, I am bound to answer.

“* With regard the need for a high power executive o deal
with the general, social and economic advancement of the area)
I may state that the matter is wunder the -consideration.of the

 Government, and when the time comgs, Mr. Suryanarayana Rao -

_will be more than satisfied in the matter. R

““ As a matter of fact, the only criticism that requires answer
is that the big landlords still subsist in that area. People who own

more than fifty acres of land not by purchase but by owning them -

for years have not been penalized. It is true. But such a type
of legislation, when it comes, must be one which will be applicable

to the whole presidency. We cannot start with that kind of '

legislation for a limited area which the present Bill will cover.
When the Government feel the need and when people demand,
such questions can be considered in the context of the whole presi-
dency and decided. We have to judge this Bill by the immediate
need, the need for preventing speculation, and I hope that the
Bill satisfied that test. : : I

‘¢ In the event of the Hich Level Channel scheme coming into
existence, the area covered by this Bill will have to be extended
bevond Bellarv and Kurnool districts. Hence the new section 1

(2 (b) (i) was added by the Selec} Committee. The Govern-

ment are aware of any possible development that may occur, and

""‘;.':jthey"h&vg provided for that also.

~ 25th April 1947] [Sri Kala Venkata Rao]
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* With regard to confiscation fo which Mr. Suryanarayana Rao '
referred, that point was raised in the Select Committee also, but
it did not find agreement. A day may come when we will have

‘to deal with these things with a wider outlook and with an eye to

a more equitable system of owning lands. Till then, my hon.
friends must be satisfied with the present measure which will fulfil
the immediate object for which it was intended. There was no
criticims about that matter. I hope the hon. members will pass
the Bill with all possible speed.”

The motion was put and carried.
Clauses 2 to 16 were put and carried.
" The Schedule was put and carried.
Clause 1 was put and carried.
‘The Preamble was put and carried.
Ser1 KALA VENKATA RAO :—* T beg to move—

LN ]

‘ that the Bill be passed into law . -
The motion was put and carried.

(3) THE MALABAR IRRIGATION WORKS (CONSTRUCTION AND LEVY
'OF CESS) BILL, 1947 (L.A. BILL No. 14 oF 1947) (As PASSED
" BY THE ASSEMBLY). *

™Trs Hox. Sr1 KALA VENKATA RAO :— I beg to move—

“ that the Malabar Irrigation Works (Construction and Levy
of Cess) Bill, 1947 (L.A. Bill No. 14 of 1947) as passed by
. the Assembly be taken into consideration at once.’

“**Malabar is a big district with a big population and also a big
rainfall.  As 2!l know, the rivers flow directly into the sea and
there are few irrigation works in the area. (The Hon. Sri
K. Madhava Menon :—No irrigation works.) I can say that there
is at least one irrigation work in Malabar. It was purchased from
a private owner in 1002 for Rs. 3,152. Tt vields a net revenue
of Rs. 240 per mensem. It is in Palghat taluk. Except this, the
record shows that Malabar has no public irrigation work. The
Bill provides for the acquisition of lands for the construction of
reservoirs, tanks, dams, etc.. in Malabar. The post-war schemes
contain a few such proposals. But objection has been taken
that the land in that area belongs to the janmis and not to the
State. The object. of the Bill is to confer .on the Government
‘powers necessary to acquire such private rights. Under clause 3
power is taken for the construction of irrigation works on Govern-

ment or acquired lands.

“* Another mmportant feature is the levy of water-cess, which
will be the first charge on the land and the crops raised thegeon. .
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of rent. ] . :

““ Therefore, this is a start, a good start T should say, for cons-
tructing irrigation works in Malabar, an-area which, as I said in.
the beginning, has got a big population but which is deficit so far
as.food is concerned. Malabar is claiming to be a new linguistic

[25th April 1947

*‘ Another important clause is that which does not™ pass off-
the benefit of the increased yield due to the supply of water from --
any irrigation work to the landlord. Whoever cultivates the land~
will get the benefit, and the janmi cannot claim any enhancement .-

province .and that province ought to be self-sufficient in food.

This Bill may help in the realization of that ideal. No objections

have been received to the Bill which was published as early as--
January. T hope that this Bill will receive the general approval
of the people of Malabar and that the House will accord its sanc-

tion to the legislation in as speedy a manner as possible. .

** (Replving to an interruption) The new irrigation works have -
_not yet been planned. First of all, it is necessary for the Gov- .
ernment to acquire lands which form part of the bed of water- -
“courses after paying compensation which shall not exceed the value:

of an equivalent extent of land on either bank of the watercourse
adjoining the land acquired. ' More than dams, we have to cons-

truct tanks and reservoirs. T hope that a close investigation will

be made and the works planned soon after we get the power ‘that
we want under this Bill."" - , »

K. UPPI SAHIB Bamapur:—* This is the first oceasion
when the Government of Madras have ever thought of construct.

ing irrication~works in Malabar. We have been crying for irriga-,

tion facilities in Malabar all these vears, and if is gratifying that
the Government have heard our crv and come forward with a Bill

like this. We from Malabar are tharfkful that we also come under

the scheme for the provision of irrigation works. (Interruption hv
Dr. V. K. John). ) ,

" We are falking about irrigation works. If mv hon. Friend
wants us to talk about Moplasthan, we are only looking” for an
opportunity to talk abont it, My Hon. Friend micht. nooh-nonh

or talk in a spirit of levitv. But many a thine which wae talked !

of in such a spirit has become an accomnlished fact. T will leave
that mafter at that for the present, and talk about irrigation.

** T hone -mv hon. Friend. the Revenue Minister. will not sleep
over the Bill but will g0 ahead with the Bill, will not allow the
Act to he a dead letter hut will give effect to it and show some

siens of sctivitvy in that part of the world. We the people of ~-

Malahar are thankfnl to him and to the Government for showing
so much consideration to Malahar.” :

Dr. V. K. JOHN :—* Sir, T rise to support the Bill and thank

~ the Government for bringing forward the Bill. T want to assist

" them by making one sugaestion. Under section 4 of the Act the - -
* . Government have to make and publish a declaration ‘under. -

B L WP

‘be got over by making proper rules.
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section 6 of the Land Acquisition Act without following the proce-
aure iaid down in sections 4 (4) and 9-A oi thab Act. a wotuication
under section 4 (L) is necgssary so lial the market vaiue of the
fand may be fixed. According to the -Land Acquisition Ach a
date has to be fixed.  No date is appareuvly fixed. It has been
skipped over. -1 suggesi that the Governinent nught exawnine the

~ position and find ous whether a date.should not be fixed on which -

the market value is to be fised for land to be acquired. I have
studied the Liand Acquisition Act. I am very familiar with 15, I

.‘suggest that the Government might examine this question.

If they find that they have to fix a date, they might
introduce an amending Bill which might fix the date from
which this Act should come into force, so that there may not be
speculation and high values are not paid. 1 have referred to this
point because people must know when this Act will come into

force.”

* Srr M. NARAYANA MENON :— 8ir, I rise to thank the
Government for bringing forward this Bill which 18 1n fact, long
overdue.  For the last 150 years we have been crying *° water,
water.”” Though water is available, the people of Malabar are not’
benefited by 1t.  The British Government was not pleased fo
provide us with irrigation facilities. Now this Government has
come to our rescue and this Bill is the first step in that direction.
So far as the rights which the Government has to acquire for the
building of an anicut or a reservoir, 1 agree the provisions are un-
objectionable. I have nothing to say about them except to point
out a lacuna—as stated by my hon. Friend, Dr. John—that under
section 4 a date has to be fixed. It is a small matter which may

““ I wish to refer to some of the other provisions of the Bill,

 In Malabar river-beds belong to the owners of the banks on either

side. If the bank on one side belongs to a person the river-bed

* adjacent to that bank belongs to him. If both the banks belong
-to the same person the river-bed between them wholly belongs

to him. In Malabar the Government has no proprietary right
over the land as in the ryotwari tracts. This point has been raised

. several times In courts and even the earliest decisions of the

Madras High Court have upheld it. In the cases that bave gone
to the Privy Council the decisions are to the effect that the Gov-
ernment has no proprietary right over the lands in Malabar and
consequently has no proprietary rights over river-beds. Even in

" the case of zamindars, this principle has been invariably applied -

though their proprietary rights over the banks are said to be
derived from the Government. In Malabar this principle applies

.with greater fitness as individuals and not the Government are

the owners of the Iands.‘

‘T shall refer to clause 5 of this Bill. Under that clause the

- Government have claimed much more than they ought to. I
" am pointing out this. fact, so that the Government might explain
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their intentions or correct the mistake. In clause 5, sub-ciause (1)
what the Governinent claims is that all the water in the water-
course and all tributaries and branches thereof should become the
property of the Government, when the Government constructs.an
wrrigation work on the said watercourse. lf the claum of the Gov-.
ernment is to all the water in the watercourse, tributaries and
branches up to the irrigation work one can understand it because -
the Government cannot distribute water properly Wllen there is
third party intervention with the water-supply. 1f water js"
allowed to go down to the river and to the sea, landowners:on
either side of the river must be entitled to use it as they have been
doing prior to the passing of this Act. There is no justification
on the part of the Government to claim their water also. 1t must
be clearly expressed in the sub-clause that the water which the
Government claims is water up to the irrigation system, and that
all the rest of water flowing down the river might bé made use of
by people as they have been doing before. Otherwise the result
will be this; petty landowners will have to go to Government
officials, Revenue Inspectors, Tahsildars or Collectors and gek
permission from them to make use of the water. It is very diffi-
cult for them to approach thesé officials to get permission. 17
submit therefore that the Government ‘should at the 'earliest
" opportunity definitely declare their.rights with reference to, the
- said sub-clause. I think the Government can do so.in the rules
they are making under the -Aci. Again, clause 6 says that any
person who suffers loss on account of material diminution in the
supply of water after the construction of the irrigation systemshall
be entitled to compensation for such loss. Of course it is quite -
clear that some compensation must be given. The compensation'
is provided at 15 times the loss in the case of lands which have
been deprived of water and only 1% times in the case of other
undertakings. In the Bill which was published originally it was
only 12 times in both the cases. The Select Committee raised it
to 15 times in the first case. I feel that the compensation provided
is not sufficient in either case. I shall illustrate the point.. Sup-
pose the loss incurred every year by a landholder is Rs. 100. The
compensation to him will be 15 times Rs. 100 that is Rs. 1,500.
What is the interest he will get on this Rs. 1,500? What is the /
interest that the Government give? What is the ordinary bank
rate? The bank gives 3 per cent. Government investments are-
giving 23 or 3 per cent. The man loses-every year more than
Rs. 50. This is a public undertaking; it is done on behalf of the
people. ~Why should particular individuals, suffer under such a
provision? T hope the Government will consider the point and
make necessary changes. ' '

“ The most obnoxious clause is clause 14 under which ‘%hé' .

rights which the owner has to enhance the rent on account of the

. irrigation system, have been taken away. This legislation is con-

e cerned only with the rights of the Government for taking powers -

Con their hands in order that an irrigation system may be coms- .

‘tructed. It is convenient to read clause 14 at this juncture— .

‘THE MAUABAR IRRIGATION WORKS (coNsTRUOTiON-AND- 815
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o * Any increase in the yield of the land or in the extent of land cultivated
~ .- by reason of the supply of water from any irrigation work shell not entitle s -
. ‘landlord as defined in the Malabar Tenancy Act, 1928, to claim any enhancement
of the rent or renewal {ee payable to him nor ghall such incres:e be taken into
account in determining fair rent under that Aoct.”

I submit the money that is ised for the construction of the irriga-
tion system is not the money belonging to the tenant only, it is the
money belonging to the pecple including the landowners. In fact.

- the irrigation systems are constructed for the benefit of the land

and of the persons owning the land. The-cultivator also must
get a portion of the benefit. To deny absolutely any benefit to
the owner is neither fair nor equitable. I have been upproached by
‘many people in Malabar, by many landowners to submit to this
" House that this is an act of injury done to them, and of unfair-

ness shown to them. The best course, therefore, is to drop clause -

14 now but this point may be taken up when the tenancy.legisla-
tion 1s attempted. If the House is not pleased now to fix a due

~ proportion of the benefit to the landowner, let there be legislation

- after full and open discussion of the advantages and disadvantages -
“of the course suggested. There is no point in the argument that

_ people have not raised any objection to the Bill although it was
published two months ago. Nobody ever expected that-such a,
provision as clause 14 would be introduced in a legislation claiming
river-beds” for ‘the construction of owr irrigation system. ‘There:
- fore ‘'people have paid no attention to this legislation. Surpose
péople  have been negligent hitherto and suppose the difficulty is

~pointed out now only can we in fairness deny the right to them.

. My humble submission to the House is that this is a matter which
the Government must take into consideration when the Tenancy
Att is revised in the course of the next few months.

““ This clause cannot be legally sustained with referencé tor
the provisions.in the Malabar Tenancy *Act. Under that Act, for
the calculation of fair rent and rewewal fee, the gross yield of the
-property for three years immediately preceding the date of ascer-
tainment must be taken igto account. But under clause 14, n
order to fix fair rent, we have to take into consideration what the
-annual. gross yield of the land was prior to the construction of the

- irrigation..work. It is very difficult even for the cleverest Com-

missioner or Revenue officer to do this. This Bill directly comes

“into conflict with the provisions of the Malabar Tenancy Act and
Malabar Compensatign - for Tenants’ Improvement Act. This
‘point also may be considered when the revision of the Malabar
"Tenancy Act is taken up. = - : :

© **One thing more I wish to point out.. Under clause 6 some

" _compensation is payable. To whom is this compensation payable?

Is it payable to the landowners? 1Is it payable to the kanam

. _tenant? Is it payable to the cultivating tenant? These are the
- three questions I wish to ask. If it is made payable to the culti-
, i_;iféting tenant, it is a grave blunder. Under the Malabar Tenancy

“A¢t the tenant'may give up the land at any time and may get
‘away with the compensation amount. The landlord who is there to
SEQeT R I e R T
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cultivate the land, has to suffer every year as the tenant has gone
away with the money. The compensation cannot therefore be
given to the cultivating tenant. 1f the compensation amount is
given to the kanam tenant he should be asked to return it fo the
landlord when -the property is redeemed. If it is given to the
janmi, he will reduce the rent to the extent of the loss which the
cultivating tenant suffers on account of not gettmg sufficient water
from the irrigation system. The compensation amount cannot be

paid to the cultivating tenant because he can surrender the land

at any time under a registered notice. The landlord will have to
These are some of the defects which may
be considered and rectified when the tenancy legislation is taken
up. It is absolutely necessary that these defects should be:
- removed. -1 hope the Hon. Revenue Minister will look into them

with an impartial mind.

‘* Because under the Tenants’ Improvements Acf, even if a
, tenant makes an improvement at the time of redemption or at the
time of commmencement of ejection, the jenmies are entitled fo get -
a commission. Hence my. above submlssmn, Sir.”" .

¢ Tug How. Sg1 K. MADHAVA MENON :—* Mr. President,

. in the views he has expressed just now.on this matter.

I would not have intervened in this debate at all, but for the
speech of my hon. friend Mr. Narayana Menon which is likely
to give an impression that the whole of Malabar agrees with him

have known many people in Malabar and I have also known their

opinion in regard to this matter and I can say that their views are
N arayana ‘

not in accord with those just now E\plessed by Mr.
Menon. .

. ““ With regard to the defects pomted out by him in clauses 5
and 6 of the Bill, I think those can be rectified by an executive

order enabling the riparian owners to make use of water from .

these irrigation sources. -

““In making certain observations about clause 14 of the Bill,

and pointing out certain defects therein, I think my hon. Friend,

Mr. Narayana Menon, was really viewing it from the point of
view of the landlords and pleading their cause in this respect. If
Government construct any irrigation work, it,is in the land which
is in possession of the tenant and not the landlord. I cannot find
any logic or reason in my hon. Friend’s argument about the land-
lord’s clazm for any enhanced rent. The policy of the Congress
Government is that the intermediaries must go, as far as possible.

Apart frora that, so far as I know about the minds of the people”

in Malabar, I can boldly say that it is not their view that clause
14 should be so amended as to entitle the landlord to claim for an
increase in rent or for a share in the benefits accruing out of the

R land. on- account of the irrigation work, for which he has not con-

: trlbuted anythmg T do not Want to say anythmg more on this.

[25th April 1947

Sir, I too _

-
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except that it was my wish that the views exprebséd by my hon.
Friend on behalf of the people of Malabar should not go unchal-
lenged.”’

THE HoN_.- Sri KALA VENKATA RAO :—‘° Mr. President,
the Hon. Leader of the Opposition appealed to me as Revenue
Minister not to allow this Bill to die.”

Mer. PRESIDENT :—** I think what he said ivas, ' et not
the Minister sleep over the Bill.” ”’

THE Hon. Sr1 KALA VENKATA RAO:—'"* I think he also
used the word ‘ die,” Sir. Very well, Sir, T can promise him tnat
when one is made responsible for the administration in a popular
Government, he cannot in the least afford to sleep over any matters,

-and much less over this and I hope that Malabar will get the benefit

under ‘this Bill.

‘* 8ir, the implications of my hon. Friend DMr. Narayana
Menon’s remarks with reference to irrigation projects were that
if he were to be in charge of the treasury or to be on the Finanecz
Committee, he would not let sleeping dogs lie, but he would wake

‘them up, if at all that was needed.

*“ Then my hon. Friend Dr. John has pointed out a defect
in clause 4 with reference to the prescription of date for the land
to be acquired. I shall get the matter further,examined by the
Legal Department and other legal experts concerned and, if neces-
sary, we shall get it amended at a later stage.

*“ My hon. Friend, Mr. Narayana, Menon, has pointed out a
number of things to which my hon. Colleaoue has replied. With
reference to the defect. pointed out in clause 3, as has been said
by my friend Mr. Madhava Menon, it can be 1ect1ﬁed by anr exe-
cutive order. With reference to the rate at which compensation
is to be paid, he had also some compliints to make. I have
explained the same thing yesterday in the Assembly. This 15 times
the reduction in the n_et annual, profits of the land caused by~
diminution in water-supply on account of the construction of
the irrigation work, was arrived at after full discussion at a con-
ference. The question was asked, while under the Liand Acqui-
sition Act the landlord is entitled to compensation at 20 times
the annual rental value, why should it be only 15 times in the
present case? The answer is, that simply because the man to
whom -this compensation is going to be paid is also one who is
going to get the benefit of the irrigation work, he should forego
a portion “of the compensation. That is why we have cut down
the compensation. from 20 to 15 times in case water was used
from the irrigation work for irrigation purposes and raised it from
12 to 15 times-in case water was used for other than irrigation
purposes, which is a fair compromise.

“ With regard to clause 14, what my hon. Friend, Mr. Narayana

" Menon, said in effect was that the benefits accruing from the im-

provements should also be shared by the landlord. I can say this

.strmghtaway that thls enactmeng does not confer any new nchts
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fits accruing out of the State money being spent on. the irrigation
works, to the enhancement of the value of the land, should not go

to the landlord. 1t is a negative provision mserteﬁ in this clause = -

and it is there in order to help the tenant who is the actual culti-
vator.

' With reference 1o his question, to whom i's this compensa-

tion payable, I would invite Mr. Narayana Menon to refer to sub- .
clause 5 of clause 6 which, I think, must satisfy him, because’

inder this clause, it is the tribunal that is to apportion the com-

pensation that is to be paid to the owners of areas to be acquired:

A special Act always supersedes a general” Act and this being a

special Act, even if it injures any of the provisions of the general

Act, it should be deemed to be an improvement. The whole ques-
‘tion should be looked at from the point of view of the benefit that
it will confer on the people of Malabar and it is in that light that
the Bill has been conceived and framed, and if anything nioye
8 to be done, it will be done at the proper hme :

“ Sir, T thank the House for the support it has accorded to .

this Bill and I request it to pass it into law 1mmed1ate1v
_The motion was put and carried. R t

ME. PRESIDFNT :—'*1 shall now’ put ihe Bxll clause /b\
clause to vote.”

Clauses 2 to 20 of the Bill were put and carried. : \
Clause 1 was put and carried. '
The Preamble was also put and carried. . - !

Tae Hos. Srx KALA VENKATA RA® :-— Sir, T move—
* that the Bill be now passed into law ’.” k

law.

"MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE RE
GUNTUR FOOD SITUATION—cont. :

Mr. PRESIDENT :—* Mr. B. Narayanaswami N&yudu w11]“
ROW move his adjournment motion regarding the Guntur I'ood‘

Bituation.”
Sr1 B. NARAYANASWAMI NAYUDU :—* Mr. Ple’slaent

Sir, with regard to the motion for adjournment regarding the state-

ment of Government on the Guntur Food Situation, before taking

it up directly, I shall just say one word at the outset. Unfortu- e

nately this statement has been given under the authority of the

Government, or the Secretary, and I don’t thmk it was their mten-,

tion that a debate should be raised on it.’

) ha’c was presented in ‘he other House Sn' 2

[25th Apnl 1947’?':
nor take away any old rights that wers in existence at the ‘time”
when this Act comes into force. It only seeks to see that any bene-

The motion was put and carried and the Bill was passed into

TEE»HON Dr.T. 8..8. RAJAN :—* Thls is the G‘rovernmenrf__-{‘

FOB ‘ADJvURNMENT OF 'lﬂE HOUSE e GUNTUB

. rd’i‘idm
: FOOD SITUATION

95th April 1947] |
‘MRr. PRESIDENT :—* What the hon. Member says is that it
is not so said on the face of it.’

SrI B. NARAYANASWAMI NAY UDU — -Well, Sir, there
_ are three questions whicli I wish to raise with regard to this state-
ment. 'The first question is the abandonment of rural rationing

about which, what the statement says is this: * Rural rationing

‘has partially broken down and grain is not readily available to the

poorer classes at reasonable prices.” Sir, though fignres have been
given, unfortunately the figures really relating to rural rationing have
not been set out in the statement. What I have been able to gather
from the statement is that the Guntur district is a surplus district
and can export some rice, besides -feeding the non-producing popu-

Jdation.  All that I can gabher from the figures furnished in the
‘statement is that in the previous year a total amount of 93,464

tons of rice was procured and for inland consumption 43,613
tons were used, and 49,820 ¢ons were exported. 'Those are the
figures with regard to the previous vear. In the present year, it
is estimated that there .will be avallable tor procurement 81,200

. ‘tons of rice of which 42,000 tons are for export and 39,000 tous
“ for:inland consumption. Thus practically the quzmtn;v of rice

which is available for export is also necessary for inland consump-

- tion in the district. The first point you will notice is, whereas
' in the previous year, the mland consumption was 43,643 tons of

rice, the present estimate covers only 39:000 tons. I do not know
how this inland rice quantity has beeri reduced by an amount of
4,643 tons of rice. That is one thing. The procurement in the
previous year for January 1946, Februqu 1946 and March 1946
are given in this note. They amount to 57,619 tons of rice; that
is, last year, so much quantity. was procured from the ryots. But

“this vear, for the same months, the procurement both through the

societies and through the millers amounted to 14,389 tons of rice.
Rifty-seven thousands six hundred and nineteen tons last vear
but this year only 14,389 tons. The point I wish to know from
the Hon. Minister for Food is—though T put a question, and no

~doubt it was late in the evening, but T expected him to give the

information in this note—it is not however stated in the note—
how much of these 14,389 tons of rice ‘that has been procured

. has been sent over ‘for export and how much of it has been

retained for inland consumption. Tven now, if the Minister gives
the information, T will be grateful. T just wait to take an answer
from him, if he has one.

. ' The next question I would like to put is: ' during these
months of January, February and March, how much of this pro-
cured: rice was given away last vear for export and how -much of
it was consumed inland.” That will enable us to know whether

- there was really a good supply so far as internal needs required,
- i.e., what was the supply, what was the demand, how it was met,
“ . opr.was 1t not met at all. The two lmportant points therefore
< which are necessary to be cleared are: was there any export of
*Tice, and was there anvthmg qt all qupphed to the rural areas.

L8

pm.’
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Of course, they say that the statutory rationed areas, i.e., the
urban population, has been given, but as regards the rural popu-.

. lation, evidently tliey were starved outright. I would come two it
later on. But the points T wish to know from the Hon. Minister
are, what was the amount procured, and did you give anything at
all to the rural areas. Did vou export any portion of it to other
districts; if that had been allowed, who was responsible for it?
I do not mind whether it was during the time of the present
Ministry or the previous Ministry; has it been brought to the
notice of the Government by the officers concerned that the rural
areas have not been given rice, that they were left to shift for
themselves, but that the urban areas were supplied plentifully with
rice, at least to the maximum amount for which they were eligible.
Who is responsible for it; how did it occur; what steps did this

Ministry fake in regard to this matter? It is a plain question 1
am putting and I hope the Minister will find it possible to give:

the reply. After all, will it,be impossible for this Government to
know what was supplied in January, February and March; what
was the export during those months and what was the supply made
previously by the societies, Is it difficult to get this information?
Even now I waif for an answer from the Hon. Minister.

‘* The next point I would like to raise is this: a very serious -

statement has been made in this note as regards the attitude that
was taken by the ryots -with regard to paddy. Here you have
the situation where the urban population has been supplied plexiti-
fully, and we have the rural population practically not supplied
with anything at all. We have also a producing population in

existence. What will happen? Does the Minister expect that -

these persons who have stocks of paddy or rice in their hands
will refuse to give to the inland consumers, does he expect them
" merely to keep quiet? The reason for the failure of the societies
To get sufficient paddy for the requirements of the district is said
to be that thie ryots with paddy in their hands sold it in the black-
market at the highest price. May I know if the Minister challenges

the equity of the proceedings that took place in Guntur? Ration-

ing might have worked alright in the urban areas; but in the rural
areas what were they doing? Did they not create a situation
which obliged the producers to part with their stocks when practi-

cally the people were left without anything at ali? . And what is

the next remark in this note: they say the tobacco ryot has got
plenty of money and therefore he goes and buys it. Here.it 1s5:

. Undoubteﬂly. a large quantity of paddy and rice has been sold to the up -

land taluks ; it is impossible to estimate this amount. This state of affairs was
aggravated by the partial failure of millet crops in the upland parts of the
district and by the amount of money which th&’ryots in the upland taluks have
gos from such paying commercial crops as tobacco. ’

I am very glad, Sir, that on the Treasury Bench, there are now
certain persons who know what these commercial crops are, why
these ryots are growing these crops and what money they are
making on tobacco. Do we not know how many ryots make

money from tobacco in order to have a rice meal? Does the

“Minister grudge__the tobacco man having a rice meal? Why shounld

[
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he not go and buy rice, why should he go and buy cholam and
maize? Why should he be found fault with for it? If he wants
to grow a tobacco crop, is it a sin? And what is the result of it
all? The rice-eating ryots have less to eat. Sir, there is a proverb
in Chittoor which says: ‘(%8 ¢ & @sra{gdw-’ On the

“Amavasa day only these unfortunate ryots eat rice; on the other
~ days they take only ragi in the Chittoor district. Does the Minister

want that the peasant should continue to eat ragi and give thar-
panam only with perugu and pappu on Amavasye days? Does the
Minister want the poor ryot to eat ragi only on Amavasa days
because he cannot get rice in sufficient quantity? Sir, 1t i1s most
iniquitous and I wish to muake the strongest condemnation of the
statement made here that rice-eating people have been deprived
of their rice because the tobacco people have gone and bought the
rice for themselves.

~*“ Again, Sir, it is clearly imquitous to say that the situation
has been met in the most natural manner. Water finds its level.
‘We.have a producing population who have got stocks, and instead
of blaming the Government officials, you want. to blame the ryots
who grow the paddy and you want to blame the consumer when
you say that the tobacco people go and buy rice. All this 1s really

“curious. This is a very serious statement made by a responsible

Governmeént, It says there are two main causes for the producers
- withholding their stocks : .
' ¢ The first is that the ryots\ expeoted that the price of paddy would be

raisod or that the Government would give a bonus.
¢ Repeated declarations were made that neither would bhe done because the

- Gevernment of India had ruled against an incresse as a matter of all-India

policy. But the ryots still seem to hold that thers might be some increase in the
offing. *

. - .

Then reference is made to Dr. Ranga and the note says :(—

" «Dr. Renga is reported to bave stated that he advised the r;ots if nece-
ssary to resort to satyagraba by not yielding their stocks to the Governmens and
letting it be acquired by force. Then Dr. Rajan, the Fuod Ministor, would be

* foreed to fly to Delhi and fight for increasing paddy price.’

Sir, the central point: on which the whole thing turns is whether
the Government are going to say finally ‘no’ or reserve it as
¢ matter ‘of expediency or what may be called * practical politics

so that the ryot may go on getting only Rs. 11 or Rs. 12 and 1 ot
wore. If there is any attempt by the ryots’ associations to ask for
to agitate for and to get an increase in the paddy price, is that
going to be called a crime and is that going to be penalized by this
Government? That is the plain result -of this statement here.

" Mr. Ranga, as a leader, has perhaps indulged in irresponsible

talk; let us call him an irresponsible leader; but does the Govern-
-ment want to penalize the ryot if he asks”for an increased price
for paddy? I am asking the Government, if they think like that,
the reason for.it. “In the speech of the Premier there was state-
" ment- regarding this price of paddy.. With an individual like that
- as Prime Minister, at the top of the Government, with the decla-
rations that have been made previously and with the action of the

-
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previous Ministry—with all these things before them, the Govern-
ment have thought it fit to announce an additional payment of
As. 8. Is this-Government going to sit tight on the ryot and see
that he accepts this Rs. 5-7-6- and tell him: °If you ask ‘for
more, please note the Public Safety Act will be applied to you ’
or some thing like that? Sir, my submission is: the ques--
tion of the agriculturists’ prosperity is the one thing on which
the existence of a Ministry depends here or elsewhere. If Delhi
does not come to the rescue, are you so helpless in the matter of
meeting a legitimate demand? If you want to satisfy the con-
sumer; by all means do that. I do not want you to raise the price
so far as the consumer is concerned. But is there any other way
to assist the agriculturists? Time and again, member after mem-’
ber from this side of the House has’ cited the case of the poor -
elementary teacher .getting Rs. 25 and asked how he could be
expected to live upon that. I ask the Prime Minister, and there
i1s Mr. Muthuranga Mudaliyar also who knows the difficulties of
these ryots, how many of these ryots can live on Rs. 25 or Rs, 30
per month? In each village you can count the ryots who get an
mcome of Rs. 30 and less per month. Have they got a provident
fund system to help them in their later years? Have they got a
pension; have they not got their women and their children to
support ; have not they got their children to educate? Do they
get dearness allowance as many others do and how are they to
get anything at all which they need? I ask the Members on the
other side : Is there not a pledge on your part to make the ryot
class a prosperous class and in these days when the prices of all
things are going up, when you are also satisfied that these prices
will not go down in the near future, are you not entitled to draw
upon your reserves or vaise further taxzation in order to meet the
legitimate demands of the ryots? Sir, that 18 the central position,
and that is the position which I wanted to explain, though it be
at this late hour of the day. ~Sir, there is a set of creatures in the
world who always think that the tail it is that moves the head
and the head does not move the tail. Sir, this cannot be called
a democratic government if this state of things is to continue.
I do hope, Sir, that this Government, headed as it is by a man
like our Premier will see to it that it is the head which moves the
tail and not the tail that moves the head.”

*.Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO :—'‘ Mr. President, Sir,
I should really congratulate Mr. Narayanaswami Nayudu on the
telling way in which he has put the case of the Guntur people. 1

- only want to say a very few words, Sir.  We would like to

hear from the Hon. Minister for Food what the present situation -
in -that district is. For, 1 thought, from the statement which the-

"~ Hon. Minister has presented to the House, that rural rationing -

" *"has failed, but now I understand from the Hon. Minister that the -

situation has now become favourable and that there will be no further -
breakdown in rural rationing. -Sir, we want to.know whether; *
m'the official information that Government have received, they .
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have been convinced that this new experiment of producer-cum-
consumer co-operative societies has failed to comeé to the rescue of °
Government in the matter of procurement. Now, Sir, even the
millers may find it increasingly difficult to procure enough of the
graing because the increase in the cost of living still shows an
upward trend. Even for the ryot, the cost of living has increased
"~ and so, the producer has to be paid a little more, and not the
‘middleman, Sir.  When there is an increase in the cost of living
all- round and when people working in offices are given increased
wages and salaries, is it not necessary that the ryot who produces
" food should be paid a little more in order that he may maintain
" his standard of life which is already low? T ask, Sir, should he ~
not be given a little more money for thé amount of grain that is
“taken from him. While far from being an inducement to the
producer, I think it is an important point to be considered.
‘Unfortunately, Sir, we, are tied down with the Government of
India and I do not know when the Commodities Board set. up by
the Government of India will report and will fix the prices of
. grains. I think, Sir, the Government of India should fix the
- prices in such a manner as to enable the actual producer to get =
“ - little more in order to make him keep up his standard of -living.
< This would perhaps induce the people to part with their grains.
. and they generously come forward without any coercion on the
_ part of the officials. Sir, now that the producer-cum-consurer
.- co-operative society is out of the field and that the old machinery
~° of procurement has been installed in Guntur and other distriets— -
and deficit districts only depend on procurements through agencies
—we would like to be assured that not only stocks for internal
- 7. . consumption but also supplies for deficit districts will be ensared.
-~ -1 am sure the object of my hon. Friend, Mr. Narayanaswami
i "Nayudu is merely to elicit information from the Government and
. to allay the fears that may be in the public minds as regards the -
alarming situation in Guntur. Especially, Sir, by the series of
supplementary questions: that were put in the Assembly, people
~_were under the impression that it was something alarming. T am
" ‘sure that Mr. Narayanaswami Nayudu's ohject is merely to elicit
. information so thaf the fears of the public may be allayed. With
" these few words, Sir, T request.the Hon. Ministey for Food to
" enlighten us on the points that T have mentioned."

. * ABDUL LATIF FAROOKHI SAHIB BaHapur:—‘ Mr.
President, Sir, the statement of the Governnient - placed on the
- “table of the House reveals more than one alarming feature. At
the very outset, it points out.that there has been no general and
"_widespread failure of crops to apprehend -a famine. Then, Sir,
it ‘points out that the trouble is largely due to the inability of the
. new procuring agency. It also states, Sir, that the target figures
“wers redched last yearin spite of a bad season, but this year, it
‘was not onlv not possible to export but ‘there was not sufficient
‘paddy for the people of the district itself. Tt also states, Sir, that.

the highest _price at which they were able to get. ' Tt.also states

‘there has been blackmarketing and- people were getting paddy at e
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thet a responsible Congress Leader, Mr. Ranga, threatened the
Food Minister by stating that if necessary he would advise the
ryots ‘to resort to satyagrsha by not yielding their stocks to the
Government and letting it be acquired by force. -

‘* Now, Sir, I would like to know from the Government why
the method adopted by the previous Ministry of paying bonus to

the paddy-grower was not adopted by this Ministry also. The

fact is this: Let me not mince matters. The real cause for this
grave state of threatened famine in Guntur is not to be found
either in the failure of the procuring agency or in. the failure of
the Government to pay bonus or in the refusal of the Government
of India to increase the cost of paddy. Now, Sir, what the man
in the street feels is this, and we want a reply from the Hon.
Minister on this point. 1Is it not due to the cliques, if I may say
s0, that exist in the Congress Party and about which Gandhiji also
has mentioned? Ts it not due to the rivalry in the various groups
in the Congress Party that this state of affairs in Guntur has becn

brought about. Sir, it is s¢id that some Congressmen induced the -

- paddy-growers not to part with their paddy in order that he may
bring discredit on the present Government. We want to know
from the Government what the real state of “affairs is. Is it a
fact that some gentlemen was instigating the people not to part
with their paddy? Tn the statement placed on the table of the
House, Government have stated that there is sufficient quantity of
paddy in the district. Such being the case, what is the cause for
the refusal on the part of the people to part with their paddy?
Again, there is-another point, Sir. It is stated, Sir, that the millet-
eaters are not prepared to eat the imported millet. .

‘ 8o, Sir, T think that this Government is responsible -for the
state of affairs in the Guntur district because people outside feel
and the people in the district alzo feel that they are made to suifer
on account of the bickerings in the ‘Congress Camp. I also feeh
Sir, that these people ought not to suffer on this account and that
a state of famine ought not to be brought about on account of
differences in the Congress Camp.. So, I ask, why Mr. Ranga,
being a responsible Congress Leader and the President of -the
Andhra Provincial. Congress Committee, should go to'the Food
Minister, a Tamilian gentleman_and say, ‘ if ‘necessary, T would
advise the ryots to resort to satyagraha by not yielding their stocks
tn the Government and letting it be acquired by force.” Therefore,
Sir, this Government is responsible for this state of affairs. T.et
the Government place all the facts before the public, let .them
place all their cards before the rable in order that we, belonging to
the other party, should know what the real state of affairs is.
Government admit that shere is sufficient paddy; thHey admit that
blackmarketing is going on in the districts; they also admit that
people who are accustomed to eat rice have now to take to millets.

In view of these things, Sir, it is necessary for people outside to
know whether there is really a state of actnal famine or not. ‘

l.‘f_Sjr, the other point is about the failure of the producer-cum-

f

. 'consumer co-aperative societies. Sir, much was said about thess -

i
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societies in previous speeches and in previous meetings. Lhat these
producer-cum-consumer co-operative sccieties have failed is ad-
mitted even by the Government. Now, having found out their
lot, what are the Government going to do with these societies? Is
it only in the Guntur area or only in particular areas thar the
Government are going to take action against these societies by
handing over the machinery of procurement to other agencies or
are the Government going to continue these producer-cum-con-
sumer co-operative societies in others parts of the Province in order
that there may be famine on some other occasion in those parts?
Is it only then that they would like to take action with regard to
these societies in those parts of the Province? I simply suggest
that it is necessary to take drastic measures against these societies.
Sir, Malabar has been clamouring against these societies. (U be
Hon. Sri K. Madhava Menon :—** No, no.) There is difference
of opinion. Sir, in regard to this matter, there is no unanimity of
opinion. My hon. Friend on the other side may say that it is
untrue. We hope ‘that it is so; but I have heard that hundreds
aud thousands of people sent memorials to the Prime Minister
against these societies. So, Sir, we want a categorical reply from
this Government whether they ave going to continue these socie-
ties which were the pet societies of the previous Government and -
particularly of my hon. Friend. Mr. Prakasam, the ex-Premier.
Are they going to continue these societies, or are they going to say
good-bye to these societies handing over the work of procurement
to experienced agencies?

** Now, Sir, there was a great clamour formerly agamst pier-
chants. We do not know the reason why the Prakasam Goveru-
ment was so much against the merchants. It was on account of
the feeling that this merchaht community should not exist that the
previous Ministry wanted these producer-cum-consumer co-opera-
tive societies to come into being. Sir, some people thought that
these societies were instruments in the hands of the Congress
Party to strengthen their position.  But, now we find that the
‘present Ministry is going to do away with these societies at least
in one or two districts and so it is not a party question. So, the
question is not really understood by the people at large. 'There-
fere, we have got a right to know from the Hon. the Minister for

- Food whether they are going to-put an end to the producer-cum-

consumer co-operative societies, whethér they are not going to
allow the usual and normal channels of trade to continie the work
of procurement and ease the situation or whether they are gning
to allow this experiment to continue in other parts of the Province

-and make those districts also face a situation similar to that »f

Guntur. We hope, Sir, that the Hon. Minister in charge of Food
will make a clear statement with regard to these matters and will
allay the "suspicion that is lurking in the minds of the people.

. In spite of the fact that there has been a change-over in the

Ministry, in spite of the fact that the old order has changed and
given place to n new order and that the present Ministry was
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expected to rectify the defects of ‘the old Ministry, -’nothm_g has -
been done in the matter of procurement of food. Nothing has

been done to see that a situation such as the one which has uriseu
in Guntur is prevented from doing harm. -I hope, Sir, the Hon.
the Minister for Food will try ‘to do his best to see that the suspi-
cion of the people is removed.” o o

K. T. M. AHMED [BRAHIM SAHIB BaHADUR:-- Nr.

President, Sir, again and again I went through the statement on

the Guntur food situation that has been placed on the tabie of the

House, but I have not.been able to find out from it what the exact’
position is, and whether the people will get sufficient food in the

ordinary way or not. The first paragraph of the statement says:
that rural rationing has partially broken down and grain is not .
readily available to the poorer classes at reasonable rates and the -

sentence followiny il gives tlie reason for it, viz., * The trouble is

largely the result-of the inability of the new procurement macainary:
to cope with the work '. 'What is it that the Government have . - !
" done to remedy this evil? What have they done in the aatter?

They say that paddy has been found to be plenty there. ' The last

sentence of paragraph 2 of the statement says; * that neither the

‘target figure for procurement this year nor the amount estimated

~ as exportable surplus can be regarded as excessive or bevond thé
capacity of the district to attain . That being the case, why were,
you not able to procure the necessary paddy; why did this rural
rationing break down and what steps the Government have taken
" to prevent the breaking down of rural rationing and to alleviate
the suffering caused to the people on account of rhe breaking down,

of rural rationing. They admit that the cause of this failure was
primarily the inefficiency of these famous producer-cim-consumer

co-operative societies, to do their work. Secondly, they say that-

as a result of their inability to cope” with the work, the grains went
underground and people had to go to the blackmarket to purchase
tl_le fqodgrains. Well, Sir, thev feel a sort of consolation that
since the ryots have plenty of money earned out of the commercial
crops they can afford to purchase grains in the blackmarket and
they mean by implication that they need not take any steps to
prevent this blackmarketing. But, T want to know, Sir, just as

my hon. Friend, Mr. Narayanaswami Nayudu, how many of these -

ryots have this tobacco money with them. I do. not know whe-
ther ’gll_e majority of the ryots being poor, will be able to procure
paddy in the blackmarket. T ask whether there is sufficient

-money with the masses to purchase paddy in the blackmarket?

It is admitted there is paddy there. Then what steps did the

- Government take to make those foodgrains released to the le.
ke ake t ‘ : ‘ eople. -
- If they found it difficult to get them released what steps hafe they

¢ taken to satisfy the immediate wants of the people. The statement

- says there is plenty of paddy in the district, and they say thevy did -
.not want to bring in paddy either from Kistna or any other ‘adjoin<

nrplus district; because the incentive to"procurement within-the
rould have gone. Do they want the people to suffer then? -

ng g
igtri

" MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE re GUNTUR 827
' FOOD SITUATION '

‘ -25511 April 1947] [E. 1. M. Ahmed Ibrahim Sahib Bahadur]

You have not been able to make the ryots surrender their puddy
imnediately and you say thay paddy has gone underground.. Urul
you are able to make the people surrender their paddy, is 1t Dot

~ your duty to see that paddy from other districts is brought in order

that people may not suffer. On the other hand, you say, there is
nc necessity for it and if you have done iv there would be no
incentive for the local ryots to surrender their paddy. Does it

" not awmount to doing things in a bureaucratic way? "

““ What i the situation now? L find from the statement
thay the situation in the disirict, however, is slowly improving aad
stocks are now being sent in small quantities, 1'ask, is it sutficien:/
is the despatch of paddy in such small quantities to the rural areas

- suflicient 1o meet the needs of the people? Will the people. e

saved from starvation as a result of the despatch of sucii small
quantities of paddy? \We want an answér to these questions. 'In
this connexion, I have to refer to a supplementary question I put
on the 23rd April. In that question I asked the Hon. Minister for
Food whether in view of the fact that these producer-cum-consu-
mer co-operative societies have failed in their objective, the Gov-
ernment would think of revising their policy in regard to these
societies? ~ At once came a categorical reply that it was too early
to give out the intention of the Government before they were in

“full possession of the facts. Therefore, I thought that the Govern-

ment had not come to any conclusion in regard to that matter. I

- went home that evening and found from the papers that the Gov-

ernmént had issuedl a Press Communique stating the intention of
the -Government, adopting the very words of the Minister contained
in his answer. I put also a question whether the producer-cum-
consumer co-operative societies in the four districts were suspended.
When I put these questions on the floor of the House, could not
the same answer be given to the House? Ts it the way that Gov-
ernment want to treat this House? When I put the question in the

" morning, we were told that nothing was decided, but in the even-
" ing we found s Press Communique issued on the very same sub-

ject. T submit, Sir, that Government have not been fair to this
House in withholding information and making us to rely on the
gtatement issued to newspapers.’’

Mr. PRESIDENT :—''1 thought vour question referred to
the general poliey.”’ ,

K. T. M. AHMED TIBRAHIM SAHIB Bauapur:—'' Tt is

“not a general one, Sir. I shall leave it at that, Sir, and :ome to

the other points.”

Mz. PRESIDENT :—* Oh! You have other points?”

K. T. M. AHMED TBRAHIM SAHIB Banapuw :—* Sir,
when the Government wanted to give up the ordinarv trade
channels so far as the procurement and distribution of foodgrains -

~were concerned. we ‘on this side of the House cried hoarse;, we
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mnplored the Governwent and even entreated them not to experi-
ment with the lives oi huwan beings when they were 1n mia-
stream. They said, * we have a very splendid plan and we are sure
to succeed.” Now, they admit in three or four places of the state-
ment- that * they have faled because the. trouble was largely due
to the mability of the new procurement machinery to cope with the
work.” Then they say that * the second cause was the change-over
of the agency of procurement from the millers to the producer-
cum-consulner co-operative societies, and again they say, ° the fact

"that the societies nave proved ineflicient as procuring agents In

Guntur district could not be disputed *. 1t is also stated, that the
result of the failure of the societies to. procure sufficient paddy for
the requirements of the district, much less for, export, was that the
ryots with paddy on their handb sold 1t in the blackmarket dt that
hlghest prices they could get for it. In the end what had they to
do? They had again to go to the normal trade channels which they
condemned at first and smd that they should not be entrusted: with
the work, As a matter of fact, they condemned the entire trading
comimunity. Of course, they may be blackmarketing among some’
of them, but you should treat them in the best manner possible
and not condemn the whole community. They have got very great
experience and you should try to utilize their experience. . Do not
entrust this work to this new machmery however efficient that may
be in your own opinion. Our opinion is quite the contrary and our
representations in this regard to Government have proved abortive.
‘What is the result? In the words of the Press Communique issued
on 23rd April by the Government, the position in the deficit districts
continues to cause anxiety and that Guntur which i3 a surplus
district is facing a crisis. It is also stated that on account of - the
failure of the producer-cum-consumer, co-operative societies, the
situation in the Circars gives rcom for anxiety. If only, Sir, the
Government had the sense or had given some weight to the repre-
sentations made from this side of the House, this situation would
not have arisen in those districts, especially in Guntur. Now, what
have you done in respect of the matter? You have gone back to the
very people whom you eondemned as very unfit and therefore, our
complaint has been entirely justified by the situation created by
your conduct. - (Interruption by the Hon. Sri K. Madhava Menon
* Live and learn.”) Sir, this situation would not have arisen if
vou had listened to us and vou would have eased the anxiety of
these unfortunate people. Well, Sir, after all we live to learn,
and since you say, we live to learn, would you allow vourself to
be benefited by the experience in the four districts of the Circars?
With regard to the policy in the other districts T am not aware of,
but T would suggest vour waiting for some time more in view of
the experience of the working of the new machinery you have

cet up. so that people may not suffer. Therefore, I would appeal

{o the Government to be benefited by.the experience they have
‘gained in those four districts and try to revise their policy with

eaard to these sometles and restore the ordmarv rade ch&nnelﬁ
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In this connection, I would like to draw the pointed attention of
the Government to one more sentence fhat occurs in the state-
ment. The reason given, or one of the reasons for inadequate
procurement is, that Dr. Ranga is reported to bave stated that he
advised the ryots if necessary to resort to Satyagraba by not
yielding chen stocks to the Government and letting it to be acquired

by force.’

Mz. PRESIDENT :—" 1t hus been referred to by two hon.
Members already.”’ ,

K. T. M. AHMED IBRAHIM SAHIB Ba#apumr:—*' Here,
I am askmg the Government to take a different view af the
matter.’

Twe Hox. Sn1 B. GOPALA REDDI :i—"* It is not an extract
from the statement, but an extract from fhe Indian Ewpress.”’

K. T. M. AHMED IBRAHIM SAHIB BAHADUR :(—'‘ Yes
but Government have not contradicted it and so I take 1t Lhat
they rely on that extract.” '

 Mgr. PRESIDENT :—* How can the Government contradict
that statement ? :

K. T. M. AHMED IBRHIM SAHIB Bauapur :—** 1 thought
Government had taken it for granted and if they think that it is
not true, it'is up to the Government to take a different view. But,
what steps have they taken to prevent instigations of such res-
ponsible persons? Dr. Ranga has instigated the ryots, in the

- words of the Indian Express, not to surrender paddy to the Govern-
ment. Does 1t not constifute an offence on the part of any ryot
to withhold paddy and not surrender according to the jorders issued
by the Government. Here is a responsibe person, a top-ranking
Congress leader, who is instigating the people lo commit an
offence. 'What steps have Government taken against that
gentleman, who is responsible for the present troubles in Guntur,
according to this uncontradicted statement, which is extracted in
this statement. Why is it they have not taken any action against -
him? 1s it because be is a top-ranking leader that he sbould go
scot-free? Is it not necessary on the part of the Government to
take action against him so that such offence may not be committed
not only in that district but in every other district also, especially
when they have given publicity to it? I would ask Government
to ponder over the matter and take necessary steps before if is too
late."”

MR. PRESIDENT :—** I am sorry I gave you sume tfea."”

K. T. M. AHMED IBRAHIM SAHIB BaHADUR :—‘‘ What 7-45
we want, Sir, to know is what steps have the Glovernment taken P
to alleviate the sufferings of the Guntur people. Neither the
statement nor the ‘Press Communiqué makes the position clear.
What is the present position, Sir? What steps have the

Government taken? ™ .
- C=10

~
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Ning
. ster it you allow him to reply.”

K' m - - 3 . . E )

4 tire _thel- M. AHMED IBRAHIM SAHIB BaHADUR :—‘ What
- tion g, dSteps they are taking and is there any possibility of starvi~
- Wity consequent deaths? What steps are they going to take
 they heg?rd to the other districts as a result of the experience that
2 ave had in this part of the country or do they want Gunbur

e g S ST :
.~ Tepeated in other parts of the Province also in-order fo revise

- policy ? L want a reply for all these, Sir.”” '
- andl%l. btilPPl'SAH.IB Bamapuz :—'* My hon., Friend over there
o the fiy
- 7 socjeties,,,,?i,

\ Aba ARTT ‘s 'A - R :
wjul:l[‘)R' PRESIDENT :— I hope the Hon. Mr. Madhava Menon
© more prudent not to tickle his friends.” I

t

* T - . . . . o g
B K. UPPI SAHIB Bauapur :— The first victim is Malabar.

e 16 s far away from M i

Ia \r away from Madras, from Andhra Desa and other
R izzn It is behind the .Western ghats arid nobody knows what
Mr,

ad N . . L :
Comgp bava Menon make much of these producer-cumn-consumer

ecau‘;leat;;ze socletlgs. . 11!: 18 1ot tru.e' that. the scheme is a sﬁécéss
in g o ey axe making huge profits. Anybody can make profits
ks inlrcumstaDC(?? in’ which ‘these societies are placed. I would
B8 give one year with a few thousands lakhs of rupees if monopoly
0. You do not know, Sir, what is taking place there. In

ofs' 65,000 capital and they may have made a net profit of 1 Jakh

s TUpees within -a_short period. If, is a monopoly. The' food

‘ ln’g 13153; h?? beéh made the monopoly of a society and. there is pilfer-
» Stealing and all sorts of things. My hon. Friend might deay
can prove everything, Sir.  The persons hit by these, societies

are . )
 the poor Mappillas. I may quote one instance about these

- 80Cletieg in +i . )
e ;egles m the area in which 1 live and about their employees.’ In -
Tea there were 42 rationing offices before the producer-cum-

~ Congym i ieti
. er co-oper: ' i i ‘
ing operative socleties came into being. After' the com-

red .
Cunlll.cced these ration shops to 32 out of 42. - Before the producer-
onsumer co-operative societies came on the scene 27 ‘shops

Wayra - Py R
~Ye in the hands of the Muslims. 'They reduced these o 8 from

eventy-one Muslims were engaged in these: shops-and they -

- ore reduced to 11 Muslims. These anfortunate Muslims _have

- ~2een the sufferers-because of itic i an. ¢ g N
an ' use o thg political split between one party .
208 another, Mr. President, Sir, in the election of Directors in

D anjeri in Moplahnad this was evidenced. 1 think my hon, Friend;

8 electi

opt two: were elected.” - = -y
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K. PRESIDENT :—* You will hear it from the Hon. the -

ong to.Malabar. He and I come from that place which
st.yictim of these producer-cum-consumer co-operative .

g place there and people who come from there like

area in which I live tliere  is a co-operative society. . with,

into exi  pr : ’
to existence of producer-cum-vonsumer co-operative society it =

..~ Rajan, knows about it, O ; : PR Lo
aPProXimately Jt. Out of - about ‘2,800 ‘share-holders -
“Pbroximately, 900 are noh-Muslims and 1,800 are Muslims, But

V ‘of Directors were manipulated in sich a way that 1o :
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‘Mr. PRESIDENT :—'* My hon. Friend, the Leader of the
Opposition, will kindly allow me to miake an observation. The
Hon. the Leader of the Opposition has spoken about producer-cum-
consumer societies and given all facts when the budget was under
consideration. The producer-cum-consumer co-operative societies
are not as such before the House now. We are- only concerned
with the food position in Guntur. I want to request the hon. the

- Leader of the Opposition that if he has got to say anything regard.
_ing Guntur I have no objection to his going on. T only request him

to stop his statement about the conditions in Malabar and confine
himself to Guntur.”” . .

K. UPPI SAHIB Bauapur:—** These co-operative societies “

are mnot ideal institutions. - They must be scrapped everywhere.

‘The Hon. Dr. Rajan who is now having the portfolio of Food has

himself given an indirect warning to the ex-Prime Minister ab its
very inception and the only hope now is that himself and the Hon.
the Prime Minister have given a warning in an indirect way in
those days. Now it is left to fhe new Ministry to remedy the

. sitdation by going into the whole matter. Not only myself but
~ everybody wants the Government not to launch on this scheme and

now that it has almost been scrapped in Andhra Desa, we hope that
it will also take place in Malabar.”

Tae Ho~n. Dr. T. S. 8. RAJAN :—** Sir, T do not want to
keep the House longer than it is absolutely necessary. When the
need for this adjournment motion was brought to my notice, I

" did not feel i so very.urgent as it was urged to be. T did make a

stafernent on the Guntur situation at the latest I could get it. I
Tried to avoid an adjournment motion if it were meant o elicit

' the facts of the case as it prevails to-day by making such a state-
ment but T did nof succeed., If the hon. Gentleman would have

gone through the statement nof as a critic but as one who wanted
to understand the efforfs of the Government to tackle the situation

’  that has come up before them so suddenly he would have realized
that we did put into it all the efforfs that were necessary to tide
_over the difficulty. This afternoon Mr. Narayanaswami Nayudu

wanted some information but I could not give the information at
once.  He did suggest that I could get it from the Secretariat
even at that late stage buf since T could not quite grasp the details
of what he said, of course T did not take thaf advice. Fven now

" if thaf piece of information which he wanted would help me to

clarify the situation T shall certainly do so. The statement made
by the Government was an honest and downright statement for
which they should have credit,” By various stages we told clearly

" the steps we have taken to deal with the breakdown and we have
~ also not-hesitated to say how it broke down and have laid the
" blame .on the doors responsible:: Therefore, there is ‘nothing to
“ ;- worry. .about. . Surely the present - situation as It is to-day is
" changed, Sir.. The report deals with the position five days ago.
. ~Since then the anxiety which the Government had is now com-

pletely more or less. gone. - Procurement  has increased, ration
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depots have been provided with paddy and storage is = getting
accumulated gradually. ’ ’ -

‘¢ No doubt the difficulty in ‘procurement is still there but one
factor which I would like to place before the House .is there is’

complete failure of millet crops. Guntur is divided into two -

areas, one is upland dry area where commercial crops like tobacco
and other things are grown. .The other is delta area’ where paddy
alone ig grown. Generally in normal years what happens is the

upland lands grow their own millets which 'is the staple food of

the people and whether they. produced tobacco or millets, the Gov-

ernment did not envy them and had no intention of asking them to" |

do this and that. Now when even millets have failed and these

people 1n the uplands who used to grow and eat millets did not !
get their food and finding sufficient money in their hands to pay

enhéncefl‘ price for paddy, there was nothing wrong in their coming
and ‘taklgg over t}}e available paddy in the low lands. There is
nothing to be envied here. The Government were giving only a-

statement of bare facts as it existed. They were describing the -

position step by step to lay the blame at their proper source.
When they were mentioning these thev had naturally to mention
about the difficulty in procurement and about people who hindered
t}}e same. A few imnortant Congressmen did as a matter of fact
hinder such work. There is nothing to defend for their actions
and the mere fact that T have failed to make mention of such a,

fact is proof positive that we recognized the fact and if things

would become necessary of course whafever action should be taken
shall be taken. There is no nse of mv thundering here or on the
platform ‘T shall do this and that.’ The other day it is fo my
oreat regretllthp. ex-Premier in the Assemblv made a statement

He save that if Dr. Rajan fouches Ranoa. a series of Ra-n&zis"wili
come. There is no nea of talking 1ike that. There is z;o need
for that. T even asked Dr. Rangs to heln me with his nroposifions:
Tt is not ac if we are trvine fo auarrel with evervhndy. © The ex;A

Prima Minicfer caid that we must oive Re. 5 more for each bag of,

naddv. There were alan manv other snogestinng made

" But the Government of India have instructed the

‘ : ed the Mad
Government on the price of paddy. I had been t6 Dr. Ra,ieng?:;
Prasad. the Food Member of the Government of India, to discuss

with him and in fact Dr. Ranga was a little prophetic in saying

that Dr. Rajan would flv to Rajendra Pras id 'go
aporise him of the situation and asked him t:}ii%}-ler]jhglioﬁﬁi !?11:)%'
enh.ance 1t in any way. But he said he could not find his wav to
do it both for reasons, national and infernational. But he did?nﬁf
ston there and we set to work fo find ouf some way of raising the

vrice of paddv for the producer. The: Press Co iqué tha

. bt . mmuniqué th .

issued would have convinced anybody as fo the efforts ngew?ﬁ

! uld put another eight annas into

- the pockets of the producers. We worked up af the rate ofa‘: ;;1313‘1‘ Ry
and quarter anna for the various transactions in the process where- B

devising methods by which we co

Jn the pa(?c}y p@gsgd from the producer to the consumer and by a
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geries of stemming up, we were able to scrap up about half a rupee

“in the whole transaction. But this means that we have cuf down

the middlemen’s profit terribly and it would not be worthwhile
of any man to enter into the transaction. We have fixed the
prices in such a way that the middlemen’s profit would but cut,
though they had come to our rescue and at last half a ropee was
procured to the producer. Also we have asked the producers noi
to give paddy but to give it in the shape of rice so that they might
have the bran and other minor items and in that way he stands
to gain. We have done our best under the existing circumstances
to put as much as possible into the pocket of the producer. No-
body seems to.have recognized the efforts we have made nor at

- least appreciated what we have done and it is a misfortune that

the public at large could not actually understand the way in
which this eight annas per maund has been arrived at. They
imagine that the price of paddy has been raised and it ig all wrong.
The price remains the same but by some adjustments which neither
enhances the price of paddy nor materially reduces the margin
of profits, we have given annas eight to the producer. That is
really the position that we have endeavoured to do. We have not
hesitated at the voices of objection which will be raised against
ns, when we touch the producer-cum-consumer societies; we

'did not flinch. We openly said that these societies have failed.

Not only did we say s0 but we stopped the activities of the societies
and on the day before the issue of the press communiqué, the pro-
curement work by the co-operative societies had come to a stand-
still. More than that, a Government of any guts capnot do. If
otr actions are the subject-matter of criticisms, T regret to say that
what all we had done had not been appreciated. While you are
entitled to criticise, I at least expected, from the knowledge of the

_fact that we have stood up %o our conviction, appreciation that the

way in which we had proceeded is a right one and that is the best
that could be done in the circumstances. The question was asked
whether we are going to give a bonus as was given last year. I may
say that the Government of India took the Madras Government to
task for it. The Assam Government said that they must provide
for a bounty and thev sfarted an agitation and the Central Govern-
ment had to pull up the Madras Government. Therefore, it is not
possible. Even if it were possible, supposing it were possible, what
would be the cost involved; it would amount to nearly 10 crores of
rupees. if we were to give two or three rupees for each bag. Tood,
T aoree. is worth anv thing but the situation has not become so
eritieal as fo drain the coffers of the Government fo the last vie.
The fact is that we have tided over the situation and T sav that there
is nothing in Guntur that we need worry about. This fact is proof
nositive of the fact that our steps are correct and the judgment
that we displaved in this matfer is entitled to the consideration of
the public at larce. .

t Reference has been made to the differences in the Congress
camp. - Tn any party, there are differences of opinion but that does
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not necessanlv mean that as & consequence of 1t we must have -

only famine. Feeling ran high on certain questlons and opinions

also were expressed strongly but on that account, have we flinched ' .
from doing the right thing? We have stopped the activities of

the societies in that dlstnct because we felt that that was the only
‘solution. We have stopped that in the ceded districts because. we
felt that that was the only solution. We had information from the
Collector of Bast Godavari with whom I had a conversation at
~ four. o’clock while the House was sitting and he expresséd to me

how they were able to get along and how the situation has come

back to normaley. Tt was a good assurance to hear from him and

T can give that information to hon. Members of this House. -I |
assure them let them not be frightened that something very .

serious has happened and that the Ministry has not done the right
thing in dealing with the sitnation. We have done everything

possible though it meant causing unpleasantness in four or-five.

districts in which this scheme has been put forward and worked

for the last two or three months. T.arge amounts of -money have

been involved in those societies. We also know how these societies
failed. We cannot allow that money, the people’s money, to go
lilke that. -The fact of the matter-is that.the scheme was put ints

operations at a most awkward time ard that is really the cause.
The  harvest is vet incomplete; paddy is coming and the socie--

ties were asked to start their operations. The result was that while
they wanted to buy, they had to buy large quantities, they had only

g few lakhs where crores were wanfed. The. result was that thev '

told the agriculturists to keep on. paddy while they wonld arrange ;
for money with which to buy the stock. The producer kept it with
him buf only for a time. He had calls-on his money for payment

of taxes and for other things. He was vpressed into a situation .

wherein he was foreed to narf with his"raddy as quickly as possible
so that he might realize the amount as he could not hold over his
stocks till the societies came to him. That is reason No. T. Reason
* No. 2 is thev-had not enough godowns where.thev could keep their
naddv in and thev had not the mills necessarv for the mrnoge and
“they had to go to the millers fo get the paddy husked. There were
so many obstacles inherent.in suddenly starting on a new venture
and things would- have been difficult even with the best of staff.
But here the staff were quite inexperienced in buying and mllhng
Thev were graduates and literature M.As. but they were not
the best men suitable. -Inexperience of these people added to the -
difficultv and especiallv at the infant sfages of the operations, zﬂl
these things accounted for the failure of the scheme. There is"

- nothing verv wonderful or defeatist about fhe failure.. Tt was a

: venture which was started without proper precautions and with- -

:,_,\~ out: being assured of sufficient capital and  experience and . the L
: r sult was thev were unequal Yo the fask. We had therefore to .

t.fo the old-machinerv as quicklv as possible fo retrieve the:.

";"_..ath Aprll 1947] [Dr T S, s,

"the motion " has provxded me with an opportumty of - explaining

the position ‘in a clear manner. 1 want people to understand the
- attitude  of Government and 1 want hon. Members opposite
- to appreciate our difficulties and to help us in our attempts to tide

| [Dr. 1. 8. ~s Bagan] [25&1’ April 1947

n, ~We have saved “the situafion. On - behalf of ‘the
nment; T have. placed my cards on 'fhe table and T am glad:

xf’MO'l‘ION I«OR ADJOU MLNT or '1:1:11:. HOUSE e GUNTUR

(\jq—) |3 “200D smmﬁ@ \

‘t\

over the unfortunate b1tuat10n which will affect you and every-
body in the country. We are glad that the grave situation has
been tided over and the hon. Membels may rest assmed and leave

- the situation to us to solve.”

Set M. D. T. KUMARASWAMI MUDALIYAR :—* Who
does the Hon. Minister mean by produce1 is it. the person to whom
eight annas is glven?

Tue Hox. LS. 8. RAJAN = It is the person who
produces the gram »

- 81 M. D. T. KUMARASWAMI \IUDALIYAR ““ In that
case the a,ctual cultivator will not be able to have any for hlS own
. purpose.’

Tee How. Dr. T, 8. S RAJAN :—"* The hon. Member does
not understand what I have said. The producer is whoever gives
paddy for procurement.”’

- Sr1 M. D. T. KUMARASWAMI \lUDALIYAR :~—*‘ The
tahsildars and the deputy tahsildars do it differently.”
Tae Hox. Dr. T. §. 8. RAJAN :—* I am afraid I cannot go
- into a review or an explanation of the definition ot who is the
‘producer and how the matter could be dealt with. :
Mr. PRESIDENT :—** This is a matter which can be decided
by Government by executivé action and ensure that proper steps
are taken to see that money reaches the proper person.’’

Sr1 B. NABAYANASWA’\(II NAYUDU :—* The real crux

" of the position is the price the societies were paying. While the

"millers were paying, say Rs. 10, the societies were prepared wo
give only Rs. 9, the balance of Re. 1 constituting their profits.
In other words for every bag of paddy they sold to the society
they were asked to lose Re. 1 but they were getting it in full in
days when the miller was the procurer. The real question is
what the. ryot gets for the rice, 1 do hope that this Government . -
~ will not stand on prestige and will come to a quick decision
regarding the question of the subsidy to be given.”
Mzg. PRESTDENT :—'* 1 declare the motion talked out.’’

V.—HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

Mr. PRESIDENT :— I have to announce to the House
"_that the following message has. _been received by me from His.
 Excellency the Governor —

¢ In pursuance of clause (b) of sub-section (2) of section 62 of the Government
..of India Act. 1935, I, Archibald Edward Nye, Governor of Madras, hereby
~“prorogue this segaion of the Madras Leglslutlve Council with effect from the con-
" clusion of ‘business on 25th-April 1047 °.

. The' House stands prorogued.”” .
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