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COUNCIL OF STATE.
Tuesday, 11th September, 1928.

The Council met in the Council Chamber, Viceregal Lodge, Simla, at Eleven
of the Clock, being the first day of the Fifth Session of the Second Council of
State, pursuant to section 63-D. (2) of the Government of India Act, the Honour-
able the President (the Honourable Sir Henry Moncrieff Smith, Kt., C1E),

was in the Chair.

MEMBERS SWORN :
Mr. Rama Prosad Mukherji (West Bengal: Non-

The Honourable
Muhammadan) :

The Honourable Mr. Kenne Burma Chamber of Com-

th Brand Harper (

merce) :
The Honourable Mr. Andrew Gourlay Clow, C.LE. (Industries and Labour
Secretary) :
Bertrand James Glancy, 8.1, CLE. (Politiocal

Thé Honourahle Mr.
Secretary) :

The Honourable Sir John Perronet Thompson, KC.ILE., CSL (Delhi:
Nominated Official) :

The Honourable Mr. Archibald Morven
Nominated Ofticial) :

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Sheikh
Provinces : Nominated Official)

The Honourable
Nominated Official) :

Macmillan, C.LE. (Bombay:
Maqgbul Husain, C.LE. (United

Nawab Malik \[uhammad Hayat Khan (Punjab :

S

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL.
PANEL OF CHAIRMEN.

Tur HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT : I have & Message from His

The Message is in the form of the follow-

Excellency the Governor (teneral.

ing Order :

“ I'n pursuance of the provisions of sub-section (2) of section 63 A of the Government of

India Act, 1. Frederick Edward Lindley, Baron Irwin, hereby appoint the following Members
1 of Chairmen of the Council of State :

of the Council of State to be on the pane
lace, the Honourable Sir Phiroze Sethna, in the second place, the Honourable

In the first p
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdul Karim, in the third place, Rat Bahadur Lala Bam Saran Das,
and, lastly, the Honourable Sir George Godfrey.”

(8d.) IRWIN,

Viceroy and Governor General.”

eceived by the Members of Council standing.)

. (The Message Was r
M46CS



2 COUNCIL OF STATE. [litH Sep. 1928.

COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS.

Tae HoNOURABLE THE PRESIDENT : Under Order 76 of the Council of
State Standing Orders I am required at the commencement of the Session to
constitute a Committee on petitions consisting of a Chairman and four Mem-
bers. The following Honourable Members have at my request kindly con-
sented to preside over and serve on the Committee. [ hereby anmfdingly
have much pleasure in nominating as Chairman of the Committee the Honour-
able Rt}l Bahadur Lala Ram Saran Das, and as Members, the Honourable
Raja Sir Rampal Singh, the Honourable Sir Ebrahim Jafler, the Honourable
Mr. P. C. Desika Chari and the Honourable Sir Manmohandas Ramji.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS,

NaMES AND QUALIFICATIONS OF PERSONS WHO CONSTITUTE THE BOARD OF
ExaMINERS UNDER THE INDIAN MINEs AcT, wrC.

L. Te HonouraBLE MR. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :
Will the Government be pleased to state :— ;

" I(;JL) the names and respective qualifications of the persons who constitute
e Board of Examiners for the examination of Managers for Mines under

the Indian Mines Act ?

(b) the names and respective qualifications of the examiners selected by

gh;:;);;‘d of Examiners for holding the aforesaid examination for the last

(¢) whether any of the teaching staff of the Dhanbad School of Mines or

of the mini ‘ o L
hmmmg_ Iectul.‘ers at evening classes for mining students are appointed
as such examiners ; if not, why not ?

d
o éxl nt;}_le :umt;er of students who appeared and the number who passed in
ination for Ist and 2nd class Mine Managers’ certificate during the

last six years, and the numb essf tte ¢ t
er of unsuce [ 4 . 2
: ; cessiu ) mpts ll\ade b} 111 g St:ud(-“ 8

it (e)fwhether more ‘and. more persons holding University degrees have been
itting for these examinations during the last five years and how many of
these persons have passed ? ’ e

stud((sf )tSthet-he_r the aforesai_d examinations are held to test the fitness of
i ‘;1  for mine managership or whether students are tested on a competi-
asis  so that only a definite number of students are passed in different

years ?
(9) whether the aforesaid examinations are held only once a year ?

(k) whether the time tables for holdi i i
) ] ing the aforesaid 1 1
different subjects are published beforehand ; E not, why ?Sal raminations in

(i) whether alternative questions are set at the said examinations ?

(5) whether the answer pa i
) pers of the exam
time after the results are published ; if so, how loli;?eisf gfr)i I:ﬁ?md? for some

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 3

(k) whether students are allowed to know the marks secured by them in

different subjects ?

(1) whether notices to students to appear for the viva voce examination
used previously to be sent by registered post, but are not so sent now ? If
so, why has that change been made ?

Tue HoNOURABLE MR. A G. CLOW: (a) The President of .the Board .of
Examiners is Mr. R. R. Simpson, M.Sc., the Chief Inspector of Mines in India,
and the members are Messrs. 7. B. Wardlaw, J. Mackie 'al']d N. N._Sarka‘r.
Messrs. Wardlaw and Mackie have over twenty y_egmrs’ mining_experience 1o
the Ranigan] and Jharia coalfields, hold both British and Indlap first class
Certificates of Competency to manage a coal mine and have previously acted
as Examiners. Mr. Sarkar has considerable experience of the management
and superintendence of coal mines, and holds an Indian first class Certificate
of Competency to manage 2 coal mine.

(b) As the list is a somewhat lengthy one, I propose to forward a copy %0
the Honourable Member.

(c) No, because it 1s desirable that those who may be preparing studente
for the examination should not themselves conduct 1t. :

(d) The information will be supplied to the Honourable Member.

(¢) The number of graduates appearing for the examination during the
last five years has varied between one and three, but hqs not shown any ten-
dency to increase. No graduate has succeeded in passing the examination
during the years in uestion. ‘

(f) The object of the examination is to test the competency of candi-
dates to manage a mine.

(9) Yes.

(k) Detailed time tables have hitherto been supplied on the first day _°f
the examination, but they will be supplied to candidates beforehand in

{uture.

(¢) No. ,

{j) Yes, for at least six months.

(k) Not as a general rule.

(1) Yes. The change was made on the score of economy, but it is now
prOposed to restore the previous practice.

DIANS EMPLOYED A8 MavagERs IN THE COAL
ED BY THE STATE RAILWAYS, ETC.

9. THE HONOURABLE Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :

Will the Government be pleased to state the 'number of Europeans and

Indians respectively, employed as managers i the coal mines owned and
managed by the State Railways in India and the salaries and other amenities

given to them, and their respective qualiﬁcations?

£ Sim GEOFFREY CORBETT: There are six such
are on & graded scale of pay

NuUMBER OF EUROPEANS AND In
MINES OWNED AND Manac

Tee HONOURABL
managers, all of whom are Europeans. They



COUNCIL OF STATE. [1lTH Sep. 1928.

ranging froni Rs, SG( )
Thrie :m{ﬁt(;;rg R? 860 to Rs. 1,250 and draw overseas pay of £25 to £30 each
m draw convevance allow: < LI 29 10 2 .
. : wanoe : 15 B0 ¢ - .
respectively, and wo oth ‘) e @ e of Rs. 45, 50 and 75 per mensenn,
first class F -1'-}\ vo others are given rent free quarters, All of them possess
st class Enclish colliery imans - . B : KSES
ilish colliery manager’s certificates.

NUMBER JUROPEANS
"R OF KUROPEANS AND [NDIANS EMPLOYED a8 MEDICAL OFFICERS ON
1HE StaTE RAnweys, A

Wil ih ;I‘givlj(r)]}:of'misLE Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY:
e rnuient be pleased to state the number of Kuropeans and Indians
P y empioyed as medical officers on the State Railways in India and

he salaries and itles given to th res a
t 3 nd other amenities giv ) 1 i '
; : given to them and their resgpective quahﬁc -

Thr HoXovraspkg N SO
desired by the Hl( }:x;\l'ldhl IN\[; CEOFFREY CORBETT: The information
> ) X qaotrable Me [T i ) ; ;
ed to hit o oo o ember s being collected and will be communicat-
right to )ﬁ”' e mrse. 1 presume that among amenities he includes the
! private practice, and this information will be included i the reply

ErapicaTioN ¢r tHre Wa
10N 0 THE Warkk Hyacinri rrom Bencan, Assam annd Binar
AND ORISSA.

4. T YOU : Mr. KU! SANK
Does theﬂi}ljvzl;;);]né}g”‘ Mg. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :
ent contemplate taking any steps for the eradication of

r hy n h f ‘ o €ee DHIro eR » S84 an I‘ at (]nd
')he W a,te acCl ‘ O h( l}\ . ‘
T } VInees Of B( nguly A.' atil d h

Tae HoNourabLE KnaN Bauabur S ik MUIHTAMMAD HABIBULLAH .

It is primari
rily for the Local G
ocal Governments ¢ VOT . .
they deem necessary. ments conecerned to take such action as

Poriricar DereNvs.

Wﬂ15‘;hg‘}g}0i0N()URABI.E Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :

il detrnfcr}ent be pleased to state the number and names of persons

il e 'tzlni;l]ldlrl:de;' ienglal Regulation ITI of 1818 and the Bengal
€ . ent Act 1925, their stats of health, the condit

of tleir detention and the places where they are detained 1?' e vonditions

Tae ‘ o
Memba riggﬁgnzfm Mr. H. G. HATG: [ understand the Honourable
conspiracy. No fu }Slons detained in conneetion with the Bengal revolutionary
and only fou; alie ¢ dpersons are at present detained under Regulation 111,
Act. OF thoso. the under restraint urde v t'he Bengal Criminal Law Amendment
health of all {1 ee are in village domicile and one in home domicile. The
ese four is reported to be generally satisfactory. Their names

are: Panna Lal M . : .
Chandra Achar;, Mukharji, Jatindra Nath Das, Pratul Ganguli and Ramesh

Cermt
. FICATION BY THE ((OVERNOR GGENERAL OF THE EXPENDITURE ON TH
SiMmoN CoMMISSION, ) ¥

6. Tee HoxouraBLe Mr. KUMAR SANK

| . AR RAY C

‘ Will the Government be pleased to state what is the resp(f;}s{iﬁill{nggrRé:
| e

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 5

discharge of which the expenses of the Simon Commission have been certified
by the Governor General in Council ?

Tar HoNOURABLE MR. E. BURDON : The responsibilities in question
are those which follow from the provisions of section 84-A of the Government

of India Act. :
Tug HoNOURABLE MR. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY : Is
hat by the Preamble to the Government of India

the Government aware & Pr
Act, 1919, the responsibility for determining the future form of the Government

of India rests entirely with the British Parliament *?

Tae HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT : The Honourable Member asked
a question about finances and not about & constitution for India. The supple-
mentary question that the Honourable Member has just now put hardly arises

out of the original question.
RepORT OF THE TARIFF Boarp oN THE OiL INDUSTRY.

7. Tug HonourABLE MR. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :
Will the Government be pleased to state whether the repoit of the Tarift
Board on petroleum has been submitted to Government ? If so, what steps
do the Government propose to take in the matter ¢

Tre HonourasLE Sik GEOFFREY CORBETT: The Report and the
Resolution of the Government of India thereon will be published to-morrow.

IMPORTATION OF ARTIFICIAL TEA.

8. Tue HonouraBie Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :
Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the alleged importation
of large quantities of artificial tea into India ? If so, what is the nature
of this stuff, where is it imported from and what steps, if any, do the Govern-
ment propose to take to prevent its importation

Tae HoNouRaBLE KHAN BAHADUR Sir MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH :
The Government of India understand that imitation tea is manufactured at
Virudhunagar in the Ramnad District of the Madras Presidency from the leaves
of certain trees, and that this stuff is imported coastwise from Tuticorin to
Bombay, etc., probably under other descriptions such as “ Soap Nut Powder.”
It is also reported that there is some traffic in artificially coloured teas in
Amritsar, but no information is available as to whether these are imported from
outside and, if so, whence. With regard to the question of prevention of the
importation of such teas, [ may state that action has already been taken or
is being taken by Local Governments to prescribe under their Food Adultera-
tion Acts & standard quality of tea for sale for human consumption. In view
of this the Government of India do not propose to take any further action in
the matter.

Tue REservE BANK BiLL.

Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY:
leased to state whether they propose to bring the
Legislature in the near future ? If so, when and

9. Tae HONOURABLE
Will the Government be p
Reserve Bank Bill before the
in what form ? .

Tae HoNoURABLE MR. E. BURDON : Government have no present

ntention of bringing up the Bill in the immediate future.
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¥ L T - ’
BiLL BEFORE PARLIAMENT REGARDING THE AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION
or tHE Hign Courts,

Wvﬂll(t)inIéI(«Z)‘HONOUIZAt])}LE i\ln. dKUJAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :

- he rernment be pleased to state whether they were co | and,

vel : . they were consulted and,

;fbio’twtlilat opinion they submitted on the Bill now before the British ‘I’urlim:olnt
ut the amendment of the constitution of the High Courts ?

Tee HoxNou ; ) i
o betwveeno‘{}?:B(;SvMR' H. G,.{P%A}(} : The Bill was the result of consult-
t ernment of India and the Seeret: S '
aplon between Governt i e Secretary of State. The
nt o' India were in agreement with the amendments included in the

Bill.

CONSTRUCTION OF WAITIN
RUCTION OF WAITING Rooms FOR FrMarni PASSENGERS AND SHEDS FOR
- N YA T ' o
OTHER PAsSENGERS AT FARIDPUR NTATION,

Wil é}ié g‘;{::e EOI\OUI;),ABIJ& Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY:

oanathe oV (I)‘f nv\e.n.t e pleased to state whether my previous question about the

ors 2t Fomid ux\ ailt!?g, rooms f(.)r female passengers and shedw for other passen-

gors » de& pur ;ailway station on the Eastern Bengal Railway  has been
rded to the Agent and what steps he has taken thereon ! ‘

cour‘r[;HfE Hoxourasie SirR GEOFFREY CORBETT : The question was of
‘ ) . i l K . h a
cone ¢ rl:\na(;zlret(;ktlo the Agent o}t the Kastern Bengal Railway i accordanee
‘ ‘ srtaking given to the Honourable Member. G , dor
D e anderts 8 ¢ tot p Member,  Government under-
J , gent ix considering the reconstruction of th i
. ‘ ‘ ) g the recons on of the station as a whole
by the(}};ocgse Pil\vdl no doubt consider to what extent the facilities mvn‘rionwi
ourable Member should be p ovided in the new station ’

Tue Issvrpi-P
sSURDI-PABNA-SapHUGUNS Rainway Prosuer,

Wi]l'i}i é‘(}){; HoxouransLe Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY:
o hem;eznment he pleased to state whether any investigation has been re-
y nto the Issurdi-Pabna-Sadhugunj railway project ? [If so, what

has been the resul
: t there hat stens
thereon 7 hereof and what steps do the Government propose to take

T , 9 hl ) A
HE HoxourasLr Sik GEOFFREY CORBETT : Investigation has

recently been made into thi j vy
118 project, a » ilw: ar iti
: b epont e project, and the Railway Board ave awaiting

CoNSTRUCTION OF THE ARIcHA Dacca Rainway,

13. Tar HonouraBrE Mr. KUMA N
N : Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHU :
3 :t,llll the Government be pleased to state whether any advance h:: EH A
regard to the construction of the Aricha Dacca Railway durlingef}]:e";::d(:‘
he yea

1928.; if g0, what is th e
‘ e nature there b W stage |
0, : reof and at what stage is the construction of

Tre HoNouraBLE Sik GEOFFREY CORBETT: The constructi
' struction

has not yet been b
38 no egun and the Governm 1 i
with the Secretary of State on this subjec'r‘.e nt of India are in correspondence

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
.

FaTE OF B[LLé P;;SSED BY ’I;HE LEGISLATIVE AVSSE.IVMBLY iN THE ’Com{cﬁ‘;:or
STATE. o :
KUMAR SANKAR RAY CH UDHURY :
bular statement showing on _hQV_V
d by the Legislative, Assembly

14. Tue Hono. RaBLE ME.
Wil the Government be pleased to furnish a ta
many occasions and in what cases Bills passe
have been :—

a) thrown out by the Council of State, or

b) passed by the (Council of State in a modified form, or

(

( . . .

(c) passed by the Council of State without any modification, and
(

d) in how many of the above cascs have the Council of State acted in
conjunction with and in how many cases against the views of the

tovernment Members ¢

Tur HonNouraBLE MR. S R. DAS: (a) to (o) A statement is laid
on the table.

(d) L must leave the Honour
the Council of State Debates.
Statement showing Bills passed by the Legislative Assembly and (a) thrown out

by the Council of State, () passed by the Council of State in & modified form

and (c) passed by the Council of State without modification.

able Member to form his own conclusions from

Number ‘ ‘ Date of
of Title of Bills. mebting of
Bills. Council of State.
e e 4_’—«—-—--——-~.___——-‘,.—-—._..———, e et i i | ___‘___________.——————‘——__
(1) 5 1. The Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment)

Rill. (Use of firearms). 15th September 1925.

The TIndian Criminal  Law Amendment
{Iepealing) Bill 23rd February 1925.

The Indian Railways (An.u'-ndlm".\t.-)‘ Rill _ 1 26th Fehrnary 1925.

19

3
4. The Special Laws Repeal Bill . .. | 3rd September 1925.
5. The Criminal Law Repealing and Amending
B .. .. .. .- .. | 7th September 1927.
NTANRE The Indian Finance Bill .. .. .. | 23rd March 1921.

1.
2. The Indian fncome-Tax Bill . .. | 23rd February 1922.
2. The Indian Official Secrets Bill . .| 8th March 1923.
4. The (antonments {(House Accommodation)

Amendment Bill . .. .. | 14th February 1923.
5. The Workmen’s Compensation BRill .. | 22nd February 1923.

6. The Indian Penal Code ! Amendment) Bill .. 15th March 1923.

7. The Criminal Law Amendment Bill. (Ra-
cial Distinctions) . | 1st March 1923.

3. The Indian Coinage (Amendment) Bill 6th March 1924.
9. The Indian Trade Unions Bill .. .. 1 25th February 1926.
10. The Prisons (Amendmont\ Bill .. . | 4th March 1925.
11. The Indian Finance Bill .. .. .. | 20th March 1925.
12. The Indian Penal Code (Amendment) Bill.

(Sections 375 and 378) .. 10th September 1925.

e e gt P

L I
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

Number
B(i)lfls, Title of Bills. rrliitt(;n;f of
Council of State.
(d) 19— | 13. The Coal Gradin, i
3. g Board Bill 5
o 14, The Logal Practesion . .. | 14th September 1925.
¢ 'rs (Amendment) Bill .. ‘ g 2
ig %he Indian Bar'Councils Bill .. 'B .. g?:ltl fsb;l;: 11);)213 #
X Bl;fl Madras Civil Courts (Amendment) ¢ ‘
17. '}‘Xegnldia;.gZ)Limitation ”(Anl(‘nd;l;(‘llt) Biil‘. #rd February 1926
rticle
18, The Sociotioy Registrati .. .. o }l)th March 19627,
19. The Tndian Finanee Bl - e 0 | Soth Mareh vt
(e) 152 L. 'ﬁl;t:l tI:etéisllati\;»B Assembly (Deputy Presi-
nt’s Salary) Bill B
i . .. .. | 23rd February 1921.
g. g:e ind}an Tea Cess (Amendment) Bill .. 28;11 }«‘(-l;lr::‘:ry }(g:
by The Indgan Penal Code (Amendment) Bill .. | 27th Sepbemlg,er 1921
4. The Indian Linitation (Amondment) Bl Ist March 1922.
. igo Cess (Amendment) Bill 21st March 1921,

26.
27.
28,
29,

3L

. %ge Ind'ian Marine ( Amet‘u.iment) Bill
. The Indian Works of Defence (Amendment)

ment) Bill

. The Import and Export of Goods (Amen(.i:

. The Ca.kfutta University iB'ill ..
. ”}“he Indian Electricity (Amendment) Bill ..
. The Hindu Transfers and Bequests (City of

Madras) Bill

. The Indian Factories ( Anu.andm ) Bi
i ent) Bil
. The Indian Emigration Bill )‘ .

. "{:he Civil Marriage (Amendment) Bill

. The Negotiable Instruments (Amendment)

Bill

. The Carriers (Ar.n.endmen.t. Bi
1l
. The Indian Post ()ﬁic)e '

Bill ( Amendmen't')

Bill

. The Indian Lac Cess Bill .
. The Press Law Repeal and Amendment)

Bill

. The Musalman Wa f ion Bi
Waq Registration Bill
. The Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment

Bill

. The Delhi University Bill .
- The Civil Procedure (Amendment) Bi.ll..

(Fraudulent Snits)

X %lﬁe P?lice (Incitement to Disaﬂecti.on) Bill:
. The Code of Criminal Procedure (Amend-

ment) Bill. (Amendment of Section 4.) ..

The Indian Lunac i

i y (Amendment) Bill
The Indw_.n Ports (Amendment) I;illl
The Married Women’s Property Bill
The Indian Finance Bill .. ..

. The Cotton Transport Bill

The Criminal Tribes (Amendment). i3ill

21st March 1921.
26th March 1921.
23rd January 1922,

26th March 1921,
23rd January 1922.
28th February 1922.
17th July 1923.

27th September 1921,
27th Reptember 1921,

27th September 1921,
26th Neptember 1921,

26th September 1921,
27th September 1921,

28th March 1922,
27th July 1923.

19th July 1923.
28th February 1922,

1st Mavch 1922,

25th September 1922,

24th July 1923,

23rd February 1922,
28th March 1922,
5th March 1923.
%‘it}: March 1922,

th February 1923.
20th January 1923,

Number
Billa.

(¢) 152~
conid.

32.

33.
34.

. The Negotiable' 'Instrun;e.nts (Amendment)

 The Indian Transfer of Ships Restriction

Title of Bills.

Date of
meeting of
Council of State.

The Charitable and Religious Trusts (Amend-

ment) Bill .. .. . ..
The Court fees (Amendment) Bill ..
The Parsi Marriage and Divorce
ment) Bill

(Amenéi.-

Bill .. .

 The Indian Boilers Bill .. . .
. The Official Trustees and Administrator

General’s Acts (Amendment) Bill

(Repealing) Bill

. The Indian Mines Bill .

. The Indian Naval Armament Bill ..

. The Indian Cotton Cess Bill ..

. The Indian Factories (Amendment) Bill

" The Malabar (Completion of Trials) Supple-

menting Bill

. The Indian Stamp ( Amendment) Bill
" The Indian Paper Currency Bill ..

. The Repealing and Amending Bill..
. The Government Savings Banks

(Amend: .
ment) Bill e

. The Indian Income-Tax (.Amendm'ent) Bill ..
. The Legal Practitioners (Women) Bill

The Cantonments Bill

: The Moorshedabad (Ame;xlimentr) ﬁill
~ The Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment)

Bill .. .

. The Code of C.riminal “Procedu'ré (Secom'i

Amendment) Bill .

. The Indian Territorial a,;ld Auxi'li'ary For.c'es

(Amendment) Bill

. The Indian Army ( Amend’rr‘lent) Bill ..
_ The Indian Income-Tax (Further Amend-

ment) Bill ..

57. The Tndigo Cess (Repea,li;x;g) Bill .. ..
58. The Indian Paper Currency (Amendment)

Bill ..

. The Indian Lun.a.cy ( Amen.dment) Bilt
. The Cutchi Memons (Amendment) Bill

The Land Acquisition {Amendment) Bill

" The Indian Electricity (Amendment) Bill
. The Indian Ports (Amendment) Bill

The Tmmigration into India Bill

: The Indian Penal Code (Amendment) Bill..
. The Indian Income-Tax
. The Indian Cotton Cess
. The Indian Tariff (A ¢
" The Indian Merchant Shipping

(Amendment) Bill ..

mendment) Bill .
(Amend-

ment) Bill .

. The Central Boa.r.d of Revenne Bill

(Amendment) Bill..

20th July 1623.
93rd September 1922.

23rd September 1922.

23cd September 1922,
15th February 1923.

23rd September 1922.

26th September 1922.
15th February 1823.
20th February 1923.
8th March 1923.
99nd February 1923.

15th February 1923.
24th July 1923.

97th February 1923.
27th February 1923.

8th March 1923.

8th March 1923.
26th March 1923.
14th February 1924.
10th July 1923.

19th July 1923.
24th July 1923.

24th July 1923.
24th July 1923.

19th July 1923.
19th July 1923.

19th July 1923.
24th July 1923.
24th Juiy 1923.
27th July 1923.
27th July 1923.
27th July 1923.
13th February 1924.
6th March 1924.
25th March 1924.
12th February 1924
13th March 1924.

12th March 1925.
6th March 1924.
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Number

Bills.

{e) 152—
contd,

i

71

72

-

i)

76.

7.
T8,

79.
KN,

81.

82.

83.

Bill

The Indian Criminal Law (
. The Sea Customs
73.
74.

The Tmperial B

Title of Bills.

(Aniendrment

, ;
'l:h(‘ Repealing and Amending .
Che Indian Registration tAmendinent) Bill
wk ot India (Amendment)

The Tand Custon Fill

Fhe Cotton Ginuing and |

Bill

Amendmenty Ball

) Bill

Bill. .

The Steel Tndust ry (l’rt-u.‘ntﬁmn) lii‘ll.

). M M
ressing Factories

The Indian Post Office (:\nn»ndn.u.'nlv) Hill::

The Waorkmen's

Breach  of

pealing) Bill .. ..
The Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment)

Bill

Bill

The Legislative Assembly ()
Salary) Bill . L.
- The Indian Income.Tax {Ame
5. 'l:h(\ Transfer of Property (Amendiment) Bill . |
. The Indian Carrigge of ool
ontempt of Courts Bifl .
. The Indian Tariff (Amendment) Bill
R :I‘ho Cantonments (Amendment) Bill
. The Cantonments (House A

. The ¢

The Indian Papm: (‘1:1'1'(-|{<;_\-

(Am(‘ndmvnl) Bill

Bill.

Bill,

Bill.

. DA,
. :”l(' Legislative Membors |
- The Indian Limitat
. The Religious Endowments (A

Bill

. The Code of Criminal .lsrocodm';\‘
ment) Bill,

. The Tndian Income-Tax (Necor

(Sretion 18)

(Neetion 60

5. The Tndian Natwralization Bill

The Insolv i
-+ e tnsolveney (Amendment ) Bi)
. e
8. The Code of Civi) Procedure

(Sections 102 and 1133}

Contract (R
(Amendient)
resident’s

ndment) Bill. .

hy  Sea Rill. .

commodation)

W Amendment)

. The Indian Stamp (Amendroent) I.{i.ll
- The Indian Cotton
. :I‘he Nalt Taw Amendment Bill
- The Code of (fvi Procedure

Cess (Amendment) Bill ..

(Amendment)

(Amendment)

“Xemption Bill
ton (Amendment) Bil]

mendiment)

( .-\mond.-

(Sections 170, 200, 203, 478) ..

- The Sikh Gurdwaras (Supplementary) Bill ..

- The Provident Funds (Anmend
- The Opium (Amendment) Bill
The Bamboo Paper Industry (
. The Government Trading Ta
. The Indian Factories (Amen
. The Guardians and Wards (

ment) Bill

Protection) Bill

xation Bill
dment) Bill ..
Amendment) Bill

Date of
mecting of
Council of State,

I9th Repromber 1924,
13t Mareh 1924,
Hth Mavehy 1924,

Srd Maoeh 1926,

TOth Seprember 1424,
Oth June ju2s,
20rd Neptember 19224,

12¢h March 1020,
L9th September 1924,

Sth Februnrey 1920,
Jed February 1025,
Sth Februnry 1925,

26th Febroay 1925,
20th Februanry 1925,
22nd Mareh 1926,
Fith Sentember 1925,
2nd March 1926,
23rd Mareh 1925,

drd Mareh 1025,

12th Mavel: 1925,

23rd Maceh 1925,
200d Mareh 1920
24th Mol 1920,
Tth September 1020,

T Reptenher 125,
ard Febmeay 1926,
28 February 1926,
20 FPebrnary 1926,
Tth September 1925,
I6th September 1925,

Tth September 1925,

16th February 1926.
7th September 1925,

14th September 1925,
14th September 1925,
16th September 1925,

16th February 1926,
22nd March 1926,
18th February 1926,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

Number Da,t.e of
of Title of Bills. meeting of
Bills. Council of State.
ey 152— | 110, The Small Cause Courts (Attachment of . - )
( )nmz!fl. Immoveabls Property) (Amendment) Bill .. 16th February 1926,
111. The Tudian Lunacy (Amendment) Bifl 16th February 1926,
2. The Code of Civil Procedure (Second Amend- .
! Jxllxl(tllt)()(lit;l? R .. .. 22nd March 1926.
113. The Legal Practitionevs (Feosi Bifl .. 22nd March 1926.
114. The Code of Criminal Precedure (Second N N
Amendment) Bill. [Section 123 (6)] 23rd February 1926. ‘
115. The Indian Tariff (Amendment) Bill 19th Ma:ch 1920(\.
118. The Indian Income-Tax (Amendment) Bill 22nd March 1926.

136.

3.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142,

143.

144.
145.

146.
147.

. The Promissory Notes (Stamp) Bill

. The Steel Industry (Amendmgnt) Bill

. The Delhi Joint Water Board Bill ..
. The Madras Civil Courts (Second Amendment)

. The Indian Finance Bill .. ..

. The Cotton Industry (Statistics) Bill

. The Indian Divorce {(Amendment) Bill

. The Workmen's Compensation {Amendment)

. The Usurious Loans (Amendment) Bill -
. Tho Negotiable Instruments (Interest) Bill

. The Provincial Insolvency (Amendment) Bill

. Tndian Succession {Amendment) Bill

. The Code of Criminal Procedure ( Third

. The Indian Incc;r;le-Tax (';imcndment) Bill
. The Currency Bill

34. The Indian Securities (Amendment ) Bill
. The Indian Lin itation (Amendment) Bill.

The Inland Bonded Warehouses ( Amendment)

Bill

Bill .

Amendment) Bill .. ..
The Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment)
Bill

The Steel Industry (Protection) Bill

(Sections 20 and 21) . . ..

The Indian Registration (Amendment) Bill

The Insolvency (Amendment) Bili

The Indian Divoree (Amendment) Bill

The Indian Bar Councils (Amendment) Bill. .

The Repealing Bill .. -

The Indian Tariff (Amendment) Bill

The Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment)
Bitl .. .. .. .. o

The Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection)
Bl .. .. . EE ..

'Il'he Criminal Law Amendment Bill ]

The Indian Income-Tax (Amendment) Bill.
Section 59 .. ..

',l(‘h(ecffl:nton:nents (Amendment) Bill

The Indian Emigration (Amendment) Bill

Bill

25th February 1926,
23rd February 1926.
22nd March 1926.

19th March 1926.
22nd March 1926.
22nd Maich 1926.
22nct March 1926.

28th August 1926.
28th August 1926.
28th August 1926..
31st August 1926.
31st August 1926,

31st August 1926.

6th September 1927,
7th March 1928,

25th March 1927,

1st March 1927.

15th September 1927.

11th February 1927.
11th February 1927,
30th August 1927,
6th September 1927,
6th September 1927.
2ud September 1927.
17th September 1927.

17th September 1927.

15th September 14 27.
21st September 1927.

19th September 1927.
19th September 1927.
19th September 1927.

12th March 1928.
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f . . D *
Bi(;ls. Title of Bills. me:gn; fof
Council of State.

o .
(c) 152 149, The Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment)

concld. Bill
) - .. .. .. | 22nd March 1928,
ig(l) %2: g:gian ’]I‘:z_mﬂ (Agendment) Bill .. 221‘\((1 M‘:r(ol: 1&92:
. ] an Finance Bill .. .. | 22nd March 192 :
152. The Steel Industry (Protection) Bill L) 220d ler(cl: ll())é:

Ri -
ELIEF FOR THE FAMINE-sTRIcK:N PEOPLE oF BENGAL.

15. :
Will t}51e ggjﬁ;ﬁ%ﬁ“? Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :
Provincial Govern?n A : p ease.d to state whether the Central Government or the
Fund and whothor t}? ‘sBare in charge and control of the Famine Insurance
Contral Government e Bengal Government has asked for any help from the
oot to the fom nt either by way of a loan or otherwise for purposes of givin,
e famine-stricken people of Bengal ? If so, what has the Cﬁntm%

Government done ]
or what :
terms and conditions does it propose to do in the matter and upon what

Tre Hon
Rules, ‘the Fa.(:r(:ii:mfﬁs&l;ﬁ& II:URDON: Under Rule 29 of the Devolution
which finsnco fon the oot ?f und, which is essentially the means through
is controlled and adminiet:) dallnme 18 securf\.d 'to the Provincial Governments,
accordance with the oo stered by the Provincial Governments concerned, in
ment of India have provisions of Sche@ule IV to those Rules. The Govern-
received no application from the Government of Bengal for

any help by way of 1 i
stricken people};f Be(f;ﬁr otherwise for purposes of giving relief to the famine-

6T RECENT STRIKE AT LiLLOOAH AND HoOWRAHR.
. TRE HoNovrasLe Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :

Will the Gov
recent stril?; Z?n:ﬁzn:agzvg}l'ea::;i 1:0 Statf tﬁu{lcause, natute and result of the
s . TKers a 1llooal d
negot . yah and H .
gotiations took place, if any, to bring about a mst,tlo,111e11tf)jvmh and - what

Tee H : ’

the strike, a(éggé?ﬁmf Stk GEOFFREY CORBETT: The alleged cause of
of the East Tndian l%ai(l) a St&te;nent made at the time by the General Socr&vnry
from the workshons \l\ga}; nion, Khagaul, was the discharge of four workmen
ened to take dire&:.xctiolrl; acltually th" men had. on the Ist of March, threat-
communicated this threat l:;n ess their wages were increased within a week, and
Union ; and it was, Gov o the Agent through the General Secretary of the
being acceded to in full‘f}ll‘nmmt presume, because their demands were 1'10(;
March. As they conti dat the men downed tools on mid-day of t‘he‘ Hth of
March that the Worksh:)me to refuse to work the Agent announced on fhe 7th
on the 12th of March f}? W:uld be closed until further notice. Subseque ntf

General Secretary of th % gent gave an interview to the President :L]n; thy
the deputation made ;’rtalifnd::i !?d;‘epl‘else?ative of the workmen at Whicﬁ
§h0 18t of March to none of which was tll:c:c:g;ztg a%llzszo };r;;:: wly made on

_certain classes of the lowest paid staff in

_others to stop wor

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. _ 13

Between this date and the 10th July there were no direct negotiations be-
tween the Agent and the Union. On the 10th July the strike collapsed and the

men tesumed work en masse.

On the 30th July, as & result of the circulation of an unfounded statement
that the Agent had promised to redress alleged grievances within 15 days,
there was a recurrence of the trouble at Lillooah accompanied by disorderly
behaviour in the shops, and the Agent found it necessary to warn the men
that unless they worked properly the shops would again be closed. The
men thereupon decided to adopt passive resistance, and the Agent closed the
shops again on the evening of the 30th July. Onthe 6th of August the Agent
issued a notification to the workshop staff enumerating various requests which
had been made to him by the workmen in a letter of the 31st of July, which were
almost entirely a repetition of their previous demands. He repeated the
assurance already given to them that there would be no victimization and that
certain men who had been dismissed at Ondal and Asansol would be re-en-
gaged as vacancies occurred, but rejected the rest of their demands. At the
same time he announced that as a result of an investigation into the pay of
the Lillooah and Calcutta workshops,
| to make, he proposed to grant certain

increases from the st of August, and also to institute an enquiry into the housing
conditions of the workshop staff at Lillooah. He further told the men that
the shops would be re-opened on August ath and warned them that anyone
returning to work and subsequently found creating a disturbance or inciting
k would be immediately dismissed, and that in the event ofa
he would close the shops for at least a month. He gave the

eneral disturbance
men until the 15th of August to return to work, failing which they would be

treated as having resigned and would be settled up on application. After this
announcement there was a full attendance when the shops were re-opened,

and there has since been no trouble or disturbance of any kind.

which he had previously undertaker

PREVENTION OF GOVERNMENT SERVANTS FROM JOINING OR CONTINUING TO BE
MEMBERS OF ASSOCIATIONS, SEERING REGISTRATION UNDER THE INDIAN
TraDE UNIONS ACT.

17. Tur HONOURABLE Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY:

Have the Central Government or the Government of Madras at their instance

directed Government servants not to join or continue to be members of any
h are seeking registration as Trade Unions under the Indian

associations whic
If so, why and for how long, and are such restrictions

Trade Union Act ?
going to be removed or not ¢ -

Ty HONOURABLE ME. H. G. HAIG : No such orders have been issued.
The Government of India have under consideration the question of the regis-
tration of associations of Government servants under the Trade Unions Act, and
they have informed Local Governments that, pending a decision on the
revision of the rules governing the formation and conduct of such associations,
they think it inadvisable that the associations should apply for registration.

REPORT OF THE Inp1aN TRADE MISSION.

L& Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :

18. Tre HONOURAB ]
pleased to state what report, if any, have the Indian

Will the (Government be



14
4 COUNCIL OF STATE. [11Tr Sep. 1928

Trade Missi i
ssion submitted to Government and what effect are the Government

giving to that report SO
it 80, when 7 port, and whether the report is going to be published,

Tae HoxourasLe Sir GE ;
Indian Trade Mission is now in &Ee‘;FIE:g:' CORBETL: The Report of the

TRAINING or INDIANS IN BANKING.

19. Tue Honov
WilltheGoversz;ﬁ; EAB{,E Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :
has organised the ¢ e pleased to sftate'whether the Indian [nstitute of Bankers
culum Taid down b ral}xlnng of. Indians in banking ? 1f 0, what is the curri-
Iations have beeny the Institute for the purpose and what rules and regu-
Government e prescribed by the Institute for such training, and do the
etain any control over the Institute in respect of thi;-\ matter ?

Tae H ; . .
ONOURABLE MRr. E. BURDON : The Indian Institute of Bankers is

UL
n &nd 18 1 undel‘ GO v L’Illllltllt ( ()n“ Ol

1. To encoura
ge the study of the theory of Banki
ze th ankil ‘ -
pose to institute a scheme of exar};inations. o for that yur

2. To promote info i
rmation on B ] . :
tures, discussions, books, e*:zlklng and kindred subjects by lec-

3. To Colle(/t &nd l‘ICu ate Sta«bls tl( S and o o
¢ l ot e . . . ‘
o ’ . ) d th( T lllf()l"lll&h‘)ll lt‘l&tlllk L

Among its

It is understood th i

orllbin ot examin:;i (?ngon}}rl{llttge appointed by the Institute has drawn up a

o by b mation » which is un_der consideration, and that it has been

gest that the Honouralfl};mﬁtaﬁgon 1;: th[fi spring of next year. 1 would sug-
: nours er shot ain i '

which he may desire, direct from the Instlitutoebml;llf ny further fuformaion

SUPPI,& OF DV PIES OF D A S }
S OF ALL G BLI ]
OVERNMENT PU LICATIONS TO AN ol I Nll(l.

20- THE JOT"
Will the Goveer?xﬁg;tRﬁBLE Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY:
advance copies of all Ge pleased to state whether the privilege of “receiving
$he newspaper New [ ;dVinn:flflz\IIltdpubhcatmns free of cost was asked /fm h::
of India ? If so, why was it refus:d I;aﬁ and was refused by the Government
Tre H '
Ths oy e S MUEAMAD EADIBULLAK
economy to ) - ernment have been compelle e of
¥ o restrict the free supply of their publicati(m:) ;oet:l ri:?n?mx:::: e of
DiversioN By THE ArMY D .

EP
BubGET FROM ONE B ARTMENT OF SuMSs SANCTIONED IN THE ARMY
RANCH OF EXPENDITURE TO ANOTHER

21. Tax Hownour
Is it a § ABLE Mr. KUMAR SANKAR R
Depa: rt!::rt{:ttl:t&%:r?zmg?:nt of Ind_ia have granted %zitgcﬁAg)DﬂiUzgll
of expenditure to e ¢ antloned in the Army Budget from one branc{l
Tae HoNouraBLE M .
v r. E. BURDON :
. ﬁ’m is ‘}lmwn to paragraph 26 of the
n the Accounts of 1925-26 and t

The attention of the Ho
nourabl
Report of the Public Accounts (r}?)mti

he Memorandum on reappropriations

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. . 14

in the Army Department published as Appendix XXII thereto. The Memo-
randum contains a full statement of the powers of resppropriation within
the Army Budget. No change has been made in the rules since the publica-
tion of that Memorandum.

OUT-STATION ALLOWANCES ror RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE OFFICERS.

99. Tue HoNOURABLE MR. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :
Do the Government contemplate enhancing the scale of out-station allowances
for Railway Mail Service officers 7 If so, when and in what way ?

Tur HonouraBLE MR. A. G. CLOW : The answer is in the negative.

Boar HiRE GRANTED TO POSTAL RUNNERS DURING THE RAINY SEASON.

93. Tue HONOURABLE MR. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :
Is it a fact that boat and rower hire granted to postal runners during the rainy
‘season is lower than that given to similar peons by the Liocal Government in
Bengal ? If so, do the Government contemplate increasing the scale and in

what manner ¢
Trae HoNouraBLE MR. A. G. CLOW : The question is being examined.

EXAMINATION FOR THE PROMOTION OF Postal OFFICIALS.

94. Tue Honourasre Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :
Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the introduction of an
examination for the promotion of postal officers from one grade to another ?
1f so, do the Government contemplate reverting to the previous system of basing
promotion on meritorious past services ?

Tue HoNOURABLE Mr. A. G. CLOW : The Honourable Member perhaps
refers to the examination for promotion to the lowest selection grade of the
Post Office and the Railway Mail Service which was introduced at the in-
stance of Government. Reversion to the previous system is not contemplated.

REDUCTION OF RaLway FrEIGHT ON (COAL FOR INTERNAL CONSUMPTION.

op. Tae HowouraBLe Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :
Does the Government contemplate taking any steps for the reduction of

freight on Indian railways on coal for internal consumption ¢ If so, what steps
and when will they be taken ?

Tur HONOURABLE Sir GEOFFREY CORBETT : It is too early in the
year to say at present whether it will be possible for Government to contemplate
further reductions in the freight of any commodities including coal. But
should the position permit the consideration of reductions, the claims of cosl

for further relief compared Wwith those of other commodities will certainly be
considered.

TOTAL VALUE OF EXPORTS DURING THE LAST FIVE YEARS FROM THE DIFFERENT

PoRTS OF BENGAL AND AssaM, ETC.
96. Tue HONOURABLE Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY:
Will the Government be pleased to state :—

(a) the total value of the exports during the last five years from the

different ports of Bengal and Assam ?
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(b) how much of the above exports have been carried to the different ports
of export by the different railway systems existing in Bengal and
how much by the different steam navigation companies and how
much by country boats and steam lorries respectively

(c) how _muqh of the internal goods traffic of Bengal and Assam respectively
during the last five years has been carried through--
('z.) by the different railway systems and how much by each system ?
(#5) by the different steam navigation companies and how much by
each company !
(#11) by country boats and motor lorries ?
. Tur HoNoURARLE Sik GEOFFREY CORBETT : («) A statement show-
ing the t of(al valm: of exports from the ports of Bengal during each of the five
years en ding 1926-27 is laid on the table, There are no ports in Assam.
() & (c) The information is not available.

Statement showing the total value of 0,’):1;("‘/.\' of private merchaudise and treasure from the portaof
Bengal during each of the five years ending 192627

— [T lakhs of rupcns.)

1922-23. | 1923-24. | to2g.25. 1 102526, | 1926-27.
Foreign Trade—
Chief Port, Calcutta .. 1,13,47 1.24.16 1,41,65 146,03 1,26,90
Subordinate Ports .. A,64 7.97 0.0 732 7.75
s ) K 7,32 0
Total .. 119,11 1,32.13 1.51,15 - 1.5:5.35 l::ﬁﬁ
Coasting Trade—
Chief Port, Calcutta .. 13,97 14,89 15,94 14,66 15,00
Subordinate Ports .. 2,30 2.0 1.88 294 2,66
Total . 21| tee |  visz|  teso| 1785
Grand Total .. 1,35.38 1,48,82 1,68,97 _1_7025 - ’)22’0‘

DousLiNG oF THE RA1LwAY LINE FROM MADRAS BEACH TO THAMBARAM ON THE
o T H SouTtH InpIAN RarLwavy.
. Tae HoNoumasLe Rao 8 i
Government, of India be pleased to s::tLB:—I»)R. U. RAMA RAU: Will the
(@) when the doubling of the railway line from Madras Beach to

Thambaram on the South Indian Ra’
: Ra. , :
wha the estimated cost of the schem: ::V 2&) ws sanctioned and

QUESTIONS AND ANSWHRA 7

(b) the date of commencement of the work, v

(c) the period within which the work was ordered to be completed,

(d) the percentage of work done up to 30th June, 1928 and the cause of
delay, if any, in the prompt execution of the work, - :

(e) the amount of expenditure incurred up to 30th June, 1928 on (1) ma-
terials, (2) labour and out of the amount spent on materials,’
how much was spent on imported and how much on indigenous

materials,

(f) the names of contractors and the cost of the work assigned to each ;
how many of them are European contractors and how many
Indians ?

(g) the outturn of work done by each contractor up to 30th June, 1928
and the cause of delay, if any, on the part of the contractors, and

(k) the steps taken by the Government to have the work completed
within the stipulated time.

Tur HowourasLe Sik GEOFFREY CORBETT : (a) The doubling
was sanctioned in December 1925, the estimated cost being approximately
Rs. 1,24,00,000.

(b) December, 1925.

(¢) The work was expected to take 4} years.

(d), (e), (f), (9) and (k). The Railway Board are obtaining from the Agent of
the South Indian Railway such information as can be collected without an
undue expenditure of time and labour in answer to these questions. This will
be communicated to the Honourable Member when received.

TEMPORARY INDIAN OFFICERS OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.

98. Tae HoNOURABLE Rao Samre Dr. U. RAMA RAU: Wﬂl the

~ Government of India be pleased to state :—

(1) What is the total number of temporary Indian officers appointed in
the I. M. S. since 1914?

(2) Out of these how many have since been confirmed ? :

(3) Is it true that the Selection Committee have confirmed only foreign
diploma holders rejecting first class graduates of Indian Universi-
ties ?

(4) Is it true that the Government have ordered no Indian to be
confirmed unless he is qualified in England ? :

(5) If the reply to (3) is in the affirmative and the reply to (4) isin the
negative, will the Government be pleased to state why such a
distinction has been made ?

(6) Is it true that a permanent 1. M. S. man gets Rs. 800 per month
(exclusive of overseas allowance) after 6 years’ service while a

temporary man gets only Rs. 650

.
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(7) Wi at is the total humber of temporary Indian 1. M. 8, men
who have been discharged after 9 years' service !

(8) Were they found competent to hold their posts during the 9 years
t! ev were in service ¢ Why they were disch arged

(9) Isit t.z_‘ue’ that these I. M. S. O.iicers who were disc: arged after 9
years’ service did not teceive anvthing by way of gratumty or
pension ¢ ' )

(10) 1s it true that a European after five years of temporary service
gets £1,200 1

(11) Do Government contemplate giving gratuities to temyorary Indian
I. M. S. officers after discharge *

(12) Are permanent and temporary Indinn 1. M. S. officers  entitled to
study-leave and if o, how many have been granted study-leave
during the past ten years ¢ What is the corresponding num-
ber of British 1. M. S. officers who were granted study-leave
during the same period *

(13) Is it a fact that members of the Selection Cornmittee are in the
habit of fwkmg questions about the wives of candidates while
interviewing them at the time of selection ?

(14) Is it true that such questions as “ does your wife know dancing ?
does she use spoons and forks ? ” are asked by the Committee ?

(15) Isit true that senior membersof the I. M. D. are given Honorary
King’s Commissions ?

(16) How many members of the I. M. D. are now holding the King’s
Commission ?

His Exceiiency tHE COMMANDER-iNn-CHIEF i
] ' ¢ -iN-CHIEF : With your per-
mission, Sir, I Jay on the table a statement giving the informatio);l desirr)ed.

Statement referred lo in reply lo question No. 28.

The Honourable Member is referred

] urabl > generally to the replies given by the Army Secre-

;cry 1.1:) ::.l?eNIo,:glgls;xstlt\:: é&ossseml)é to tguels)t.io;stos. 738 and 75!1)) on lgslt Septgmlwr 1927 ar(:drto
. on Septembe i

nplnmbe varte of the question.k P r 2nd, 1927. 'The following are the answers to the

(1) 1,104,

(2) Therg ig no guestion of confirming those officers who received temporary coni-
missions in the I. M. 8. Recruitment for temporary service is guite different
from recruitment for permanent service, the former confers no claim to the
latter : and the standard necessary for a permanent commission is higher than
that necessary for a temporary commission. Temporary officers are selected
and s:ppomfed by the Director General, Indian Medical Service and serv'e
definite a.grgement for one year renewable for not more than a year at a tq me
up to a specified maximum period. Permanent officers must be recomm :;:3
by theﬁSelectlon Board, and are appointed by the Secretary of Staﬁe T:;
;t;;ylo cers are however at liberty to apply for permanent commissions a.p:ci

ndians have succeeded in obtaining such commissions while still rvi
on temporary agreements. Ten more are on an approved ‘v:'sa;ti::r‘;li:tg

.

during the world war ? If not, wha

s

T QUEBTIONS AND ARSWERS.

bl (?5) "No, Sir. Out of the 113 officers who havé been granted ?emgnent éommi.baibhb
in the L. M. 8., 57 possessed only Indian medical qualifications at the time of

their appointment. The rest held British qualifications.

(4) No, Sir. The Relection Board -selects those candidabes'w!lom it eonsiders t:he
best qualified in every respect for permanent commissions, and an Enghsh
qualification is not essential as is shown by the figures 1 have just given.

(5) Does not arise.

(8) After six years® service, a permanent officer of the 1. M :S dra'.st.the pay of 8
Captain with mere than three and less than six years gervice in that rank,
namely, a basic pay of Rs. m50 a month, and net Rs. 800a month as supposed
by the Hon’ble Member. A temporary officer of the 1. M. S. draws Ra. 6560
a month after completing three years’ satisfactory gervice.

(7) About 35. .

(8) As temporary officers, their services were satisfactory. .They were dlsclfa,rged
hecause it was not considered desirable either from their own point of view or
from that of the service to retain them indefinitely when they had no prospect
of obtaining permanent comnisgsions. The Government have recently
decided that the annual agreements of temporary officers who have entered
the service since 23rd October 1927 or who may enter in future wi}l not be
renewed after 5 years' total temporary service unless in the meantime they
have been selected for permanent commissions in the 1. M. 8. and vacancies

are not immediately available.
(9) Yes, in accordance with the terms of their agreement.

(10) No, Sir, there are no gratuities for temporary cervice. Both European and
Indian officers who are granted permanent commissions under the present
rules are given the option of retiring on & gratuity of £1,000 after six years
gervice or £2,500 after twelve years’ service, instead of serving on for pension.

(11) The reply is in the negative.

(12) All permanent officers of the 1. M. S., both European and Indian, are entitled t#
study-leave. About 280 officers have been granted study-leave during the
past 10 years, of whom about 90 were Indians. Temporary officers, whether

European or Indian, are not eligible for study-leave.

(13) & (14) The reply is in the negative.

(15) No, Sir, but selected members of the Sub-Assistant Surgeon’s Branch of the
Indian Medical Department holding the rank of Subedar-Major or Subadar are
granted honorary King’s Commissions on the basis of one per cent. of the total

strength of the Branch.
(16) About 132 members of the Assistant Surgeon Branch of the Indian Medioal.
’ Department at present hold the King’s commission. Nine members of the
Sub-Assistant Surgeon Branch hold honorary King's commissions.
ES INCURRED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ON
WaR OFFICE DURING THE GREAT WAR,
Rao Samiz Dr. U. RAMA RAU: 1. With
1 Blackett on the Budget Debate in the
Council of State on 5th March, 1927 and my interpellation No. 4, dated 30th .
August, 1927, and Government reply thereto, will the Government of India be
pleased to state if any sottlement has been reached with the British
War Office in regard to charges incurred by the Government on their behalt
t causes the delay. :
- 9. Will the Government make & complete statement of the whole transac-
tion and lay all the papers on the table of this House at an early date.

Tag HonourabLe Mz, E. BURDON :  The matter has not yet been finally
gettled. The delay is due to the difficulty of arriving at a solution which is

SETTLEMENT OF THE CHARG
BEHALF OF THE

99. Tue HONOURABLE '
reference to the remarks by Sir Basi
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g"“““‘-l’ltigxly satisfactory to all parties of a very important and very difficult

2. Full information regarding the claims has already been made available

to thi i :
4 tl:: (tl';)tl,xllé.cﬂ. The Government of India are not prepared to lay the papers

R ~
ECOVERY FROM THE WAR OFFICE OF THE (HARGES INCURRED IN RESPECT OF
THE ()PERATIONS IN CH‘NA.

Govei%ml;ﬁf fI{IozguaABLE Rao Sams Dr. U. RAMA RAU: Will the
of the Chine(; ndia be pleased to state whether the charges incurred in respect
Office 7 1t soe O}I)ergtlon have been fully recovered from the British War
3 : , what is the amount so recoverefi 7 If not, what is the cause of
elay ? and what steps are Government taking to recover the amount ?

Tur HoxourasLe Me. E. BURDON :  The charges of the Indian Contin-
%ﬁn’c ?f the Shanghai Defence Force while in China have been met entirely by
d e War Office. The extra e.xpenditnr‘e incurred in India in connection with the

espatch of the Contingent is also being recovered from the War Office as the
accouhnts are completed. This expenditure to the end of June 1928, the latest
month for which accounts are available, amounts to £615,102, of which £n35,60H

ha‘e been re C‘OVGIed SO fa[ Th O tll(l(.‘f(\l(‘ I d(’ av 1 (‘“(‘ i J } ¢ Te
. ere 18 2 Nno ]
\) 1 efrec t]n.}.‘ t 1

DEPRECIATION WRITTEN OFF THE PURCHASE FRICE OF THF PENINSULAR L.oco-
MOTIVE WORKS AT JAMSHEDPUR.

b i{):;s;l(‘int‘ H(:NOUI}:ABLE S GEORGE GODFREY : (a) Will Government
P P lar LO state how much, if any, depreciation has been written off the
ening ocomotive Works at Jamshedpur since the purchase of the Works

from the C .
has been cl:’:é’;f%’ and to what head of the railway accounts the depreciation

(b) If any depreciation has b i }

] ec een written off the purchase price of the

xn;‘l:ls:;lgr Locomotive Works at Jamshedpur will that sum bop taken into

gocow 11111_ t;lmvmg at the cost of manufacturing any coaching stock under-
s which may be produced at these Works hereafter ?

lakh;l‘ll:::viigNounApLE Sir GEOFFREY CORBETT : (a) Approximately 5}
- {akhs have aegrét:\ﬁ‘;télteg‘:;gl to ?evemflewh -working expenses. [ should eq‘)luin
, examination of the plant and machine n
Gﬂovi:l:lr&en‘f :vere satisfied that this amount was certainly n(l:: rftsfal;LZIx()\;(;lré
B ben L oot s of 0k i T she Pt
, property at the time it was
purchased.

() ; .
(b) Yes, If the Works were burdened with a sum, which in effect repre-

sents compensation ' i
s oo s}ll)ogs:;;lleo? et:; tho(:,; E’:glgsular Locomotive Company, it would be impos-
sible. rovernment of manufacturing underframes at

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 9

MANUFACTURE OF UNDERFRAMES AT THE PENINSULAR LOCOMOTIVE WORKS AT
JAMSEEDPUR, ’

39. Tue HoNOURABLE SIR GEORGE GODFREY : (o) Have Government
considered the advisability of postponing, for a period of at least two years, the
commencement of the manufacture of underframes, and, if so, what is ‘their
decision ?

(b) If Government intend to proceed at once with the manufacture of
coaching underframes at these Works, have they considered the sources from
which skilled labour will be obtained, or do they contemplate engaging men
who have been trained, and usually work at the commercial engineering
workshops at which wagon building is carried out !

. THE HONOURABLE SIR GEOFFREY CORBETT: (a) No. 162 under-
frames are being manufactured at these Warks this year.

(b) The labour has already been collected, and if the staff of skilled men
requires to be augmented, it 1s expected that transfers from the East Indisn
Railway Carriage and Wagon shops at Lillooah can be made. There is no inten-
tion of attempting to attract trained men for these works from the engineering
workshops at which wagon building is carried out. This does not of course
mean that if a man from these workshops applies for a job which is vacant the
fact that he has been trained and employed there should be a bar to his
engagement. ,

PROVISION OF AN INTERMEDIATE Crass Lapies’ Warrine Roou AT KBARAGPUR.

53. Tre HoNourasLe Me. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : (i) Has The
attention of Government been called to the inconvenience experienced by inter-
mediate class lady passengers at Kharagpur on the Bengal Nagpur Railway
for want of an intermediate class ladies’ waiting room ?

(%) Will the Honourable Member in charge be pleased to state what
action is being taken to provide such & waiting room at Kharagpur ¢

Tre HoNouraBLe Sik GEOFFREY CORBETT : (i) Government have
received no complaint to this effect. .

(#) Tt is the practice of Government to leave small matters of this kind
relating to the accommodation provided at particular stations to the discretion
of the local railway authorities to whose notice any defects can suitably be
brought through their Jocal Advisory Committees.

PROVISION OF AN INTERMEDIATE CLASS La pies’ WAaITING RoOM AT ADRa,

34. Tre HoNOURABLE MR. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : Will the
Honourable Member in ct arge be pleased to state what steps have been taken to

provide an intermediate class ladies’ waiting room at Adra on the Beggal
Nagpur Railway ? ¥

Tge HONOURABLE ik GEOFFREY CORBETT: I would refer the
Honourable Member to the answer which I have just given to his previous
question. Government are not aware of the exact arrangements at this ststioh
either, or whether any additional waiting accommodation is ¢

there.

Bee e
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"REPORT
ofF tar O 2 V
INDIAQ Fsmcm APPOINTED TO INVESTIGATE THE QUESTION OF MAKING
ELF-SUPPORTING IN THE MATTER OF SALT SUPPLY h

: 35. T

'Honourab;gﬁ I;I;T)Z?AB{;E Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : (s) Will the

" considered the re Or;nvc barge be pleased to state whetker the Government has
the Central Boar(fof Rsur mitted by the officer placed on special duty under
supporting in the matt‘e‘ e?ue to investigate the question of making India self-

"tion No. 34 published z;‘ O)asalt;ugply o refet-fe(i to in his answer to my ques-

- dated 8th February 19281? ge 45, Volume I, No. 4, of Council of State Debates

(%) Will the Hon
ment decision may be :ﬁ;ﬁ?ﬁﬁd I;Iember be ploased to state when the Govers-

Tue HoNoURrAB

; L M v N\

considered the report :nl\’;lz. E BU RDOI\ i () The Government of India have

be. found i i Ta At 1ave published their conclusions upon it. These will
jon of the Finance Department (('entral Revenues)

No. 20, dated :
o ed the 12th May 1928, appearing in the Gazette of India of that

(1) Does not arise.
ConstRU
CTION r
oF A RaiLway BETWEEN CoNTal AND CoNTAl ROAD STATION

36. Trg
Honourable ME;I;)Z?ABL;? Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY: () Will the
state when the actualm charge .Of the Railway Department l;e pleased to
Midnapore District (Bongal) and e e e g
Railway is expected to be commenceg ?al ord station on the Bengal Nagpur

(#3) Will the Honour
! ; able Member i
Jand will be acquired for the same dl:‘ri‘:gcil}?;g:urisnsl;xd? to state whether

Tee Honoura
of this li BLE Sik GEOFFREY COR _— .
line was sanctioned on the 19th June 19?81? Ed' RS);‘&&: )ﬁ;tvm(ifézz
. . e

provided for it in
1t the current year’ .
commenced in the current Year}.’e r's Budget. It is likely, therefore, to be

g now being Inade fOI‘ the a(‘qulsltlon ()f land b

the land is entir
. irely under paddy it i ,
this account will be made Ehis Yy;a ;8 very doubtful whether any payment on

-

PEEVEN S
TION OF THE R
, ECURRENCE OF HXNDULMOSLEM RIO'I‘L AT KHARA(}PUR

37. Tee Ho
the Government :eovplmeasé‘; . Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY: (5) Will
recurrence of Hindu MOIState .what steps have been taken£ () i
to the Moslems at K -Moslem riots at Kharagpur and n 1o prevc?nt
haragpur during such riots ? nd to give protection
(W) Will ' -
) the Government be pleased to state what action has been take
en n

‘by the Bengal N

) agpur Railway Co:

esalmans to provi y Company on the repre i

went t provide ssparate quarters for them within the “r‘iflfff st
y settle-

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 23

Has the Agent of Bengal Nagpur Railway received a copy of the resolu-

Mussalman employees to provide separate quarters for them
jon in the railway area ? -

hem to live in peace and protect
Tre HoNOURABLE Mz, H. G. HAIG: () Since the Honourable Member's
question Was framed there has been as he 1s aware, & further deplorahle : out-
break in Kharagpur. Reports received from the Bengal Government
howed that the district authorities were making all

before this outbreak s . :
al ill-feeling. But they cannot by themselves

possible efforts to allay commun !
olerance and good-will which alone would stop the recurrence

create a spirit of ©
of such events.

(#) No action has been ta

(441)
tion from the
g0 as toenable t

ken, the reason being that the establishment of

& Muhammadan settlement, even if desirable, would not be consistent with the
accepted system of allotting quarters according to seniority. But opportunities
are now being given to the staff to take up sites on Government land in the
iohbourhood of Kharagpur, and if the Mustim stafl avail themselves of these
ties, it should not be Jiffcult for them to arrange to settle in compact

The Railway Board propose to discuss the question with the Agent
to Simla at the beginning of October.
agpur Railway, has not received a copy of the

groups.
when he comes
(i) The Agent, Bengal N
resolution in question.
Pay oF Hica Court JUDGES.
38, Tge HoNOURABLE ME. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : Will the
Government be pleased to state what action has been taken to raise the pay of
the High Court Judges to tto level of that of Members of the Executive -

Council 1
Tare HONOURABLE Mz. H. G.

direction suggested.
Tae HonourasLe Sk ARTHUR FROOM : Will Government be
pleased to state how long the pay of the High Court Judges has been on its

present basis !

Tue HoNOURABLE Mg, H. G. HAIG : I am afraid I am not in & position
to give an answer to that offhand.  If the Honourable Member will put down
a question I will be glad to answer it.

ESTABLISHMENT OF A SuprEME COURT IN INDIA.

39. Tae HONOURABLE Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : Will the
Government be pleased to stau? wtether they contemplate establishing
a Supreme Court ‘n India as the highest tribunal of appesl in the land 1

Tae HONOURABLE Mz. H. G. HAIG : The answer isin the negative.

oRY RETIREMENT OF Hicge CoURT JUDGES AT 80.

L& Mz. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : Will the
pleased to state what steps have been
permanent Judges of

HAIG: No steps have been taken in the

CoMPULS

40. THE HoNOURAB

Honourable Member in ¢ .
taken to do away with the compu'sory retirement of

Indian High Courts at the age of 60.

Tug HoNOURABLE ME. H. G. HAIG: No steps have been ta,kml. g
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SEPARATION oF JUDICIAL AND Execunve Funcrions.

41. THE HOoNOURABLE MR, MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : (1) Will the

Government be pleased to state wh i
sndio: atact .
Judicial and executive functions ? action has been taken for the separation of

(%) ?’ﬂl the Government be pleased to state when such separation may be

awar'fnfh HONOU.RABLE Mr. H. G. HAIG :  As the Honourable Member is
b ) de question of th.e separation of judicial and executive functions has
o Iunh er the con.sxderanon. qf Government for some time, and it is desirable
tha 9t1? l,(;uld explain the position fully with reference to recent events. On
: i{ l larch 1921 the Honourable Mr. G, M. Bhurgri moved in this House
et xfxsto 11(;510!1 recommending to the Governor General in Council to make a
e tle feclara.tlon Fhat the time had arrived for the complete severance of
]amo cla i Tom executive functl()n:q, and that early steps would be taken to
e 811111p lsg the Severance almost immediately. The Resolution was withdrawn
o n‘:nne ;rt;:?(ig (;be:ngt ilven OI;, behalf of Government that if any Local
_ ed to take up this question which related ovinei
subject the Government of India w i fection. and wealy o neia)
ould raise no objection, and w
TN 1 , rould pr
to m]a:ke fsutc}il leglslatlve changes as might be hecessary to give effect to 31: i)?:)d
_posaunged ] etho%al Govgrnment. In pursuance of this policy which was
mmoent 54 lenl%eJugs:o!ultlo]n tOfdth}f C;'o}:rgnment of India in the Home Depart-
Co L oo udiclal, dated the Tth December 1921, and in res ‘
. . . . =0 ’ nse
E:bhc :ipllingvrll';'cirtam Pr(;)vmcml Governments proceeded to propag: ;ignl;)sczi
€ on, which were submitted to the Goyv i onsi
tlepmn o ernment of India.  On a considera-
o prese‘:lst? s:;sir:;s to};e f?:l(;l\(e;xllnlent of Indn? came to the conclusion that as
alteratioey chontg oo O judicia ad_nnmstljahon 18 a uniform system, so any
formity o -y n? tia:ned ort‘uxlmform lines with a view to maintaining
unif ‘_ essential principles, T : :
itt.; hold that the problem is onelfor gach e honger uble
o own ?2;:38’ t;rft;,l(lg?lt' t:‘tl;l'e respo}milbility of the Central Government could
Trestri ) 1tating such legislation ight | jui i
oot 1 provineial dos g On as might be required to give
ecisions. They have, therefore. decj il :
. ) , e, decided with the concur.
ence of the Secretary of State, that though minor variations jn tl o coneur

, it has been decided that it is not ]
retton . de possible to rea
main question, and a decision must therefore be postpoxclildc?ln

that will condition the problem in the future have become morentil the factors

plain,
Ol’le'b NG OF A Post OFFi0E IN AJova, THANA KHEJR]

IN Tk
DisTriCT, » IN THE MinNAPORE

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERE. 5%

(¢4) Is it & fact that an offer has been made by a local gentleman of position
to provide a house for a post office and its incidental expenses for six months ?

If so, why was the offer not accepted ? ‘
Tae HoNouraBLE Me. A. G. CLOW : () An office will probably be
opened on the 18t of October next.
(%) The reply to the first part of the question is in the affirmative. The
offer could not be accepted in the absence of agreement on the part of interested
parties regarding the location of the office.

NUMBER OF CERTAIN APPEALS IN THE Hicm Court, CALCUTTA.

43. Tae Hownourasre M. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :
Will the Government be pleased to furnish a statement showing:—
(1) for the last tenyears before the amendment of the Letters Patent of
the Calcutta High Court in January, 1928~
(a) the number of second appeals filed,
(b) the number of second appeals allowed,
(¢) the number of second appeals filed which were below Rs. 1,000 in
value,
(d) the number of second appeals heard and decided by Judges sitting
alone,
(¢) the number of appeals filed againgt the decisions of single Judges of
the High Court,

(f) the number of appeals filed against the decisions of single Judges. of
the High Court that have been allowed by the appellate Bench ?

(2) For tle period since the amendm_eht of the Letters Patent—
(a) the number of appeals decided by single Judges of the said High
: Court, . e s
(b) the number of appeals in which leave to appeal under the Letters
Patent as amended was asked for, and .
(c) the number of appeals in which leave to a;')})eal under the amended
Letters Patent was refused by the single Judges® ..
Tae HonourasLE MR. H. G. HAIG ;. The information has been called
f or and will be supplied to the Honourable Member on receipt. - -*

FIiRING ON STRIKERS AT BAMANGACHI

44. Tue HonourasLE Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY:
Will the Government be pleased to state whether the papers of the B i
shooting affair have been submitted to the Secretary of State ¥ If so, what
orders have been passed thereon by the Secretary of State ? -

Tae HoNouraBLE Mr. H. G. HAIG : The circumstances connected with
this case have been investigated by the Government of Bengal. But mo

conclusions can be published until the.comple.tion of the t.r,ial. in which one of
the strike leaders is being charged with perjury and bringing & false cesé
'against Mr. Mould. Th:%ecretary of State is, therefore; not in s position st
preyent to maké any statement on the case. TR

Sury
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ProTECTION To THE WiRE NAiL INDUSTRY.

Will4t£}31.e T(;HE, HonourarLe Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY (CHAUDHURY :
made o G(())\vernment be pleased to state whether any representation has been
to the o ernment or the Tgx'§ﬂ Bpard for giving protection or other help

e wire nail industry in India 7 If so, what steps do the Government. pro-
pose to take in the matter ?

re liT(;{f H}(l)NOURABLE SI_R GEOFFREY CORBETT : The Government. have
replie o the representations that they are unable to take action in the direct
ion desired.

e . )
NUMBER OF PosT GFFICES, IN AN INSPECTOR'S SUBDIVISION IN THE CENTRAL
’ CIRCLE,

46. THE HONOURABPE Mr. G. S. KHAPARDE : With reference to the
answer given to my question No. 9, on the 6th February, 1928, will iie Govern-
ment be pleased to state :—-

(a) Whet_hgx: the number of post offices in an Inspector’s Sub-
Division in the Central Circle varies from 50 to 70 post offices,

b) If sIo, do the Governmeqt propose to increase the number of the

nspectors and to provide for t! e increase in the ensuing Budget ?

TaE HoNouraBLE MR. A. G. CLOW: (a) N imi
) . AL G : ; th 8 are! 3
wider than the Honourable Member suggests(. ) o the fimits uresonewhet

y g:)f An appointment of an additional Inspector in one Division was sanc-
loze rom the Ist Janu_ary 1928, Government do not consider it necessary to
make any further appointment at present. '

THE LATE SIR ALEXANDER MUDDIMAN.

Tue HoNovrasLE KuaN Bananur Sir MUHAMMAD

A | AD HABIBULLAH

g:;a;i;ll‘l (;)fefll;(lefHogge;)) : 8ir, I wish to pay, on behalf of Government, and on
S Al penal , a tribute to the memory of. thq latg Sir Alexander Muddiman.
e peand bs caigffr was as varied and rlg}} in distinction as his personality
oo v 8 Ly ely geniality and unfailing charm. He held high offices
s b bl;ownf ; first, as ?resxdqnt of this Honourable Council ; then. as
_ emGor of the Council of His Excellency the Governor General - s;nd
o y, a8 Governor of .the United Provinces. Each step in the ladéer o%
ivancement he took with a rare modesty which, in the eyes of ‘tl v diseri
g;lrnattmg, only ‘presageq gssurc_ad success and steady progres.;. It li(; lll:l:,;;_
Sex:vio confine high administrative offices to those members of the [ndj C il
ce who have had administrative experience in the narrow. bmn or
IA)rlactlcal ﬁelfl of Government which district administration :(:v'cil t m‘é{e
w:;lx::cdel; did not serve a long apprenticeship in that sphere : I;)ut lhiis. al ::':
and hiaepi fxtvefnr;‘d was ever alive to the value of the study of )human n&tuere
. meng H: ¢ (};omw furnished him with an open sesame into the hea.rts;
B e, e h(;glx:lbesrcop'i‘hfor the full play of these fine qualities when he
tho et somp Member. e use that he made of them led to his elovation ¢
he m portant Governorship in India open to his Service. It m\?sil;ot[:e :

s+ Bource of lasting regret to his friends that a tragic fate prematurely out short
A c f 1 sho

THE LATE SIR ALEXANDRR MUDDIMAN. Y

this crowning phase in his career. The loss, Sir, is not a’loss only to his -
friends, but to the people of the Province over whose destinies he last presided,
and to the Empire of which he was a loyal and distinguished servant.

Before I close, Sir, I should like to express my sense of personal lods at
his death. It was my privilege to be his Colleague in the Government of
India for 2} years. During that period, I, like all who fell under the spell of
his personality, learned to entertain for him feelings of warm and loyal friend-
ship. But I also learnt to admire his breadth of view and quick sympathy
which are essential to statesmanship. .

We hope, Sir, that you will convey, on behalf of us all, to his grieved mother,
d grief at her bereavement. We all wish, Sir,

expressions of our profoun
to us, a consolation that among the people whom

that it may be to her, as it is
he served he has left & memory of kindliness, good fellowship and charm

which will long endure.

Tux HoNourasLE MR, V. RAMADAS PANTULU (Madras: Non-Muham-
madan) :  Sir, it is my melancholy privilege to associate myself with the
eloquent but just tribute which the Leader of this House has paid to the
memory of the late Sir Alexander Muddiman. [ can sum up my tribute by
stating that he was believed, and rightly believed, to have been a well-meaning
and sympathetic administrator. [n his capacity as Home Member and as
the custodian of British interests he was a friend of India to the extent that the
limitations of his office and position permitted. We Congressmen have always
received very handsome treatment at his hands in this Council. As an oppo-
nent on the Treasury Benches we found in him an absolutely fair gentleman,
dealing with us most frankly. Of course we differed from him on several
occasions but that did not prevent our being fair and just to each other. Asa
colleague, in the lobby, we reposed much confidence in him and discussed many
matters relating to party questions with an absolute belief that we would not
be betrayed. As a genial friend in society he was unmatched either in Delhi -
or Simla. Therefore, on behalf of the Congress Members of this Council—and
I hope I have the leave of my other non-official colleagues also—I desire to
associate mvself with the handsome tribute which the Honourable the Leader
of the House has paid to Sir Alexander Muddiman. We all regard with
regret his death at this juncture when his breadth of vision might have
been helpful in the framing of the future constitution of India. It is not
given to many men to die at their posts of duty, and though it is a matter
of regret that his career was cut off as soon as he was made Governor of the
United Provinces, it is a matter of melancholy satisfaction to his friends that

he died at the post of duty.

With these words I join in the request ma
in asking you to convey the condolences of this

Tre Honourasre Sie ARTHUR FROOM (Bombay : Chamber of Com-
merce) : Sir, on behalf of the non-official Europeans of this House I wish to
associate myself with the words which have fallen from the lips of the Leader of
this House mourning the sudden and untimely death of Sir Alexander

Government, of India lost one of its most dis-

Muddiman. Not.only has the . 8 lost
tinguished and brilliant officers, but India herself is missing one of her hes}

de by the Leader of the House
House to his bereaved mother.
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friends and a sincere supporter of her true progress and advancement. Further,
Sir, there are many of us in this House who feel we are bereft of a true and
valued friend, a friend whose loss we shall mourn not only to-day or to-
morrow but always.

Tre HonourasrE SiR MANECKJI DADABHOY (Central Provinces:
Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, as one who was for many years closely asso-
ciated with our late lamented friend, Sir Alexander Muddiman, both in the
late Imperial Council and in this Council of State, 1 feel 1 cannot. allow this
oocasion to pass without making a few observations.

Sir Alaxander Muddiman spent the best part of his service in the Legis-
lative Department, and in his capacity both as Deputy Secretary and Secre-
tary of the Legislative Department, this Council came in close contact with him.
It was at first as Deputy Secretary that he distinguished himself by showing
conspicuous ability in drafting, which is well known to many Members
here, the Indian Companies Act on which he spent a great deal of industry
and intelligence. In his capacity as Secretary of the Legislative Depart-
ment we found him most useful in the deliberations of the Select Com-
mittees. We found in his adv.ce and in the exposition of law points a great
deal of elucidation and easy settlement of the most difficult questions. We
found in him a most capable, terse, accurate legal draftsman, and we also
found that he was in a position to conquer most difficult legal problems by his
eagy and sensible elucidation of cases which immediately attracted our atten-
tion. When he left us for the Assembly he made himself extremely popular
there, and won over the hearts of the Opposition Benches by the frank and
candid manner in which he played the role of Home Member and laid all his
cards on the table, showing great sympathy with the arguments and opinions
of those whom he opposed. We all regret his loss at this time, and this Council
has lost in him a great and trusted friend, especially at this juncture when the
_vital question of new reforms is to be considered by the Simon Commission.
H he had lived his valuable advice both to Government and to the Members
of the Legislature and to his friends would have been of incalculable value.
‘We cannot forget the splendid work he did on the Reforms Enquiry Committee,

. T have nothing further to add after all that has been already said by previous
speakers but to'join with deep and profound sorrow in the will deserved ex-
pressions of tribute paid to the deceased gentleman.

L .Tnn HowourasrLe Kuan Banapur Sik EBRAHIM JAFFER (Bombay
?teudency : Muhammadan) : Sir, in associating myself with the sentiments
]u.at expressed, I cannot help but think of the great help which our departed
friend was to the Muslim Members of this House and to me personally.

. T'wasfirst connected with Sir Alexander Muddiman in the pre-reform daye,
when we worked in the old Imperial Council, and even now there comes to my
mind his great sympathy, tactfulness and liberality of thought on all questions.

"As the Secretary of the Legislative Department he was of the utm
. - " 3 . . t
%0 me in connection with the bueiness of the House, and to this daeyul fe:lnl 1:;132

bim a great debt of gaﬁtqde for the way in which he assisted me in drafting and
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Then, Sir, when he became President of this House, he showed the greatest
consideration to every Member and the quietest back-bencher- could also de-
pend upon “ catching his eye ” and on being given the opportunity to speak, o
he 80 desired. The broadmindedness and sympathy which were manifested:-so
early in his political career came to full fruition during this period, and there is
not a single Member who sat under his wise chairmanship who can say that he
was unfairly treated by Sir Alexander Muddiman. Of his still later honours
it is not for me to dilate, as they are so well known to all the Members of this
House and so well expressed by the previous speakers. Suffice it to say, Bir,
that I personally deeply mourn the loss of this great statesman and greater
friend, a leader who did a great deal for India during his period of office and whe
was destined, had he been spared, to have done a great deal more.

Tur HoNouraBLE SarDaR CHARANJIT SINGH (Punjab : Nominated
Non-Official) : Sir, I beg to associate myself with the tribute which has been
paid to the memory of the late Sir Alexander Muddiman. We heard a few days
before his death that Sir Alexander was not keeping quite well, but we had no
idea that his end was so near and the news of his sad and sudden death came as
a great shock to us all. T have had the privilege of knowing Sir Alexander ever
gince he came up to Simla nearly 18 years ago. Duringall these years he en-
deared himself to us all by his unfailing charm of manner, good fellowship
and sympathy. Sir Alexander Muddiman was the first President of the first
Council of State and I can from my own personal knowledge bear witness to the
regard in which he was held by all the Members, both officials and non-officials,
and who does not remember the great part he played as Leader of the Assembly
and as Home Member ? Every one who heard him will agree with me that 8ir
Alexander Muddiman possessed in a remarkable degree the art of urging his
opinions with as much engaging suavity as lucidity and forée underlying which
there was always a true ring of sincerity and a genuine regard for:the country
of his adoption. By his death India has lost a true and sincere ffend. - °

Tre HonouraBLE Munsai NARAYAN PRASAD ASHTHANA (United
Provinces Northern : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, as an elected Member from
the United Provinces, I beg to associate myself with everything that has fallen
from the lips of the Honourable the Leader of the House and the previous
speakers. The loss of Sir Alexander Muddiman to the United Provincesisa very
heavy one. During the short time that he was the ruler of the province, he
had made himself so popular and he had ingratiated himself so much in the po-
pular opinion that his sudden and tragic death cast a gloom over the whole of
the United Provinces. His affection for this Council was so great that when I
I saw him shortly after he had had taken up his office, he commissioned me to
take a message of greeting to this Council and I informed you, Sir, on the
very first day of the last Delhi Session about it. As a statesman of wide sym-
pathy and imagination, as a lawyer and as a popular ruler in the United Pro-
vinces he will be remembered for ever and as a man of wide sympathies and of
charming manners he will always be remembered by his friends and by those

who came in contact with him.

Tug HosouraBLe Stk JOHN THOMPSON (Delhi: Nominated Offi-
cial):  As perhaps the senior Member in this House of the Service to ;ﬁhlchlsslr
. A'exander Muddiman belonged, and as one who-was for many 'yémdswcia%_&‘
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with him, directly or indirectly, in carrying on the work of Hix Mzjesty’s Gov-
ment in India, 1 should like to say a few words in support of what has fallen
from the Honourable Sir Muhammad Habibullah. I think Sir Alexander
Muddiman’s outstanding characteristics were a quick. clear and well balanced
mind, a fine courage, a buoyant confidence, and above all a genial and kindly
personalitv. It was these qualities which enabled him to lay so well and truly
the foundations of traditions of the great office which you, Sir, now adorn.
It was these qualities which gained for him the amazing success which he achiev-
ed in the office to which he was afterwards promoted. 1t was these qualities
which won for him, even in the short period of five months, a measure of success
out of proportion to that short time in the Last and greatest office that he held.
He has left us perhaps with the greatest testimonial that a public man can ever
obtain, with the gratitude and admiration of those with whom he worked
and of those for whom his life’s work was done.

Tae HonourasLE TaE PRESIDENT : 1 wish to pay my tribute also to
the memory of Sir Alexander Muddiman. I knew him perhaps longer than
most Honourable Members in this Council for from September 1915, just thirteen
years ago when I joined the Government of India in the Legislative Department,
I was in close and daily association with him in his work for several vears until
he was appointed President of this Council. It would perhaps be superfluous
for me, inasmuch as there are so many Honourable Members here who sat under
his Presidency from the inception of the Council, to refer to the great qualities
that he displayed from the Chair, to his geniality and unfailing good temper, to
his fairness and strict impartiality and withal to his firmness. But no one better
than Sir Alexander Muddiman realised that the duties of a President do not
begin and end in the Chair and I, perhaps, am in a better position than most to
refer to his achievements as a President outside the Chair, for from the day that
he became the first President of this Council, I became its first Secretary, and I
was in very close association with him in those days. He was very jealous of
the reputation and the dignity of the Council and of all its Members. The
Honourable Sir John Thompson has referred to the traditions that he built up;
and I can assure the House that from the very outset Sir Alexander Muddiman’s
chief anxiety and the object of his strenuous endeavour was to ensure that those
foundations should be laid on sound lines and that they should continue to grow
wpon sound lines. The measure of the success which he achieved will be per-
baps for posterity to judge ; but I think we may claim that this House itself at
the present moment affords abundant evidence that his efforts met with
great success. He ensured that the decisions of this Council should be arrived
at after careful and calm deliberation and should be such as to command respect
from all quarters. He created and maintained in this House an atmosphere
which 1 hope will ever remain with us. Those are no mean
achievements. They are achievements of which any man might be
proud and they are achievements for which all of us here, and particularly my-
self for whom he made my task so easy, owe him a debt of deep gratitude. It was
& great joy to me when he was appointed Governor of the Province from which I
come, and a great sorrow to learn that the Province had been beref
_ mge hand so early in his term of office. The fact that after so
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a whole Province was plunged into mourning was an éloquent madifestation of
the esteern in which he was held. Itisnot the practice in this House to pass
formal motions of condolence, but I shall willingly comply with the request made
from all sides of the House to convey to his mother an expression ‘of aur deep
sympathy and sorrow at the loss which she and we have sustained,

T have to refer also to the fact that the hand of death has removed from
our midst one of our colleagues since we last met. The Honourable Rai
Bahadur Nalini Nath Sett was a quiet unassuming gentleman who never at-
tempted to thrust himself forward into any prominent place in this Council.
He spoke very rately and yet those of us here who heard those rare speeches of
his regret that he did not perhaps more often give us the benefit of his views on
the important questions coming before this Council, T take it that it is the
unanimous desire of the Council that I should convey to his bereaved relatives
an expression of our sympathy and regret.

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

SECRETARY or tHE COUNCIL: Sir. a message has been received
from the Legislative Assembly. The message runs as follows :

“1 am directed to inform you that the Legislative Assembly have, at their meeting
of the 27th March, 1928, agreed without any amendments, to the Bill further to amend

- the Chittagong Port Act, 1914, for certain purposes, whick was passed by the Council of

State on the 2nd March, 1928.”

GOVERNOR GENERAL’S ASSENT TO BILLS.

SECRETARY or t™ae COUNCIL :
that His Excellency the Governor
to the following Bills :

The Burma Salt (Amendment) Act, 1928.

The Indian Securities (Amendment) Act, 1928,

The Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Act, 1928.

The Inland Bonded Warehouses (Amendment) Act, 1928,
The Indian Finance Act, 1928, ,
The Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Act, 1928,
The Indian Tariff (Amendment), Act, 1928.

The Steel Industry (Protection) Act, 1928.

The Indian Territorial Force (Amendment) Act, 1928,
The Auxiliary Forpe (Amendment) Act, 1928.

The Chittagong Port (Amendment) Act, 1928.

Sir, information has been received
General has been pleased to grant his assent

BILLS PASSED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY LAID ON THE
TABLE.

SECRETARY or e COUNCIL : Sir, in accordance with Rule 25 of the
Im}ian Legislative Rules, T lay on the table copies of a Bill further to amend
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the Indian Succession Act, 1925, a Bill to amend the Hindu Law relating to
exclusion from inheritance of certain classes of heirs, and to remove certain
doubts, a Bill to alter the order in which certain heirs of a deceased Hindu
dying intestate are entitled to succeed to his estate, and of a Bill further to
amend the Indian Mines Act, 1923, for certain purposes, which Bills were

passed by the Legislative Assembly at its meetings held on the 22nd and
27th March, 1928.

TrE HoxouraBLE SR SANKARAN NAIR (Madras : Non-Muhammadan) :
8ir, under Rule 26 I give notice of my intention to move that the Bill to amend
the Hindu law relating to exclusion from inheritance of certain classes of heirs
and to remove certain doubts. and the Bill to alter the order in which certain
heirs of a deceased Hindu dying intestate are entitled to succeed to his estate
be taken into consideration : and under Rule 27 1 further request you, Sir, to
dispense with the three days’ totice that is required before  ghey are actually
taken into consideration, and if possible to have them taken into consideration
to-morrow.

Tur HoNourasre Mr. V. RAMADAS PANTULU (Madras: Non-
Muhammadan) :  Sir, with regard to these two Bills 1 have recetved commu-
nications from members of my party and others who are not here to-day that

some of them wish to oppose the Bills or send in amendments. Therefore -

I beg to state that dispensing with the three days’ notice will not suit some
of us.

TrE HoNoURABLE SiR SANKARAN NAIR : Under those circumstances
I do not press it.

TrE HoNoURABLE THE PRESIDENT : In that case the Bills will come on

to the list of business under the Rules and Standard Orders in the ordinary
course.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HONOURABLE SARDAR BAHADUR
SHIVDEY SINGH UBEROI.

Tae HowourasLe THE PRESIDENT: Before | adjourn the House
Honourable Members T know would like me to refer to the fact that one of our
colleagues has been honoured.  Since we last met the title of Sardar Bahadur has
been conferred on the Honourable Sardar Bahadur Shivdev Singh Uberoi. It
was, I am sure, a great pleasure to all of us to sce his name in the HoriourB
List issued on the occasion of the King’s Birthday. It is an honour not onlv
to him, it is an honour tous, and it is moreover an honour to the
community which he represents in this Council. 1 am sure the Council will
join me unanimously in tendering to him our hearty congratulations '

Tae HonourasLk SarDAR Banabur SHIVDEV SINGH UBE
- ] ] e / o x l‘BERO[
(Punjab : 8ikh) :  Sir, T thank you and the Honourable Members of this House
for the congratulatory remarks which have fallen from vour lips an(i for the
pleasant manner in which my Hono_urab]e Co]leaguesvl‘rave received them.
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SINGH UBEROI.

I also wish to thank the Government who have conferred upon me this honour
in recognition of my services to the State and the public.

Tne HonouraBlLE KHAN BAHADUR S;rk MUHAMMAD HABIBUL.LAH
(Leader of the House) : Sir, I should in the ordinary course have furnished
the House to-day with a statement of business for the next few days but I am
sorry to say that T am not in full possession of information which will enable me
to furnish the House with a correct statement of business. As Honourable
Members are aware, to-morrow is a non-official day. Thfe agenda in respect of
the work which comes up to-morrow has already been circulated. With your
permission. Sir, | propose to make a statement of business to-morrow after
the work of the days is closed.

The Council then adjourned il Eleven of the (lock on Wednesday, the
12th September 1928,
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The Council met in the Council Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, the
Honourable the President in the Chair.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

ScALES oF Pay oF CLERKS IN CERTAIN SPECIFIED OFFICES IN CALCUTTA.
47. Tae HonouraBrLE Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :

Will Government be pleased to state the different scales o' pay of the
clerks in the following offices situated in Calcutta in 1922, 1925 and 1928, the
Department of the Government of India to which each office appertains, and
the educational qualifications required for the clerks in each office :—

(1) Accountant General of Bengal,

(2) Accountant General of Central Revenues,

(3) Examiner of Government Accounts,

(4) Director of Statistics.

(5) Controller of Currency,

(6) Posts and Telegraphs,

(7) General Post Office,

(8) Collector of Customs, and

(9) Controller of Printing and Stationery %

Tre HonourasLe Mr. A, G. CLOW : The Office of the Accountant
General, Central Revenues, is no longer in Calcutta. Information regarding the
other offices is being collected and will be supplied to the Honourable Member.

MEMORIAL OF THE STAFF OF THE OFFICE OF THE CONTROLLER OF PRINTING AND
STATIONERY.

48. Tee HoNouraBLE Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY :

(@) Is it a fact that the Controller of Printing and Stationery circulated
under his unofficial I. No. 63-Camp, dated the 3rd January 1928, among the
staff of the offices under him in Calcutta that he would submit the memorial
from his staff referred to in part (d) of Legislative Assembly question 72 of
the 1st February 1928 to Government in the last week of January 1928 ?

(b) Is it a fact that the Controller of Printing and Stationery again under
his unofficial I. No. H. Q. 4/1041, dated the 16th May 1928, assured the staff
under him in Calcutta that he would forward the memorial to Government very
shortly ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to lay these two circulars on the table
and say whether the memorial has since been submitted to Government ?

M4908 35
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(d) If the answer to the last portion of (¢) be in the negative, will Govern-
ment be pleased to state whether he submitted any statement to Government
stating his reasons for withholding the memorial /

(e) If the reply to (d) be in the negative, have Government calied for an
explanation from the Controller ?

Tae HoNovrasLe Mg. A. (i, CLOW - (@), (M) & (¢) Government have no
information regarding the circulars to which the Hononrable Member refers.
The memorial has not yet heen submitted to Government.

1 . L
(d) Government understand that the memorial has not been withheld, and
I consequence no oceasion has arisen for indicating the grounds for wishiholling
1t.
(¢) No.

(Questions Nos. 49 10 56 were put by the Honourable Knmar Sanhar Ray
Chaudhury on hehalf of the Honourable Srijut Lokenath Muklicr e,

APPOINTMENTS OF ASSISTANT Sl'l'lil{lN'l‘l‘]NI)I'IN'l‘.\‘ O THE GEOLOGH AL SURVEY
OF INDIA MADE DURING THE LAST TWO YRKARS.

49. THE HoNOURABLE Srijur LOKENATH MUKHERJEE : Wil! the
Government be pleased to state— :

(@) How many appointments as  Assistant Superintendents of  the
Geological Survey of Tndia were made during the last two vears ?

(b)) How many vacancies in the above grade there are at present, or
are expected to be in course of the next fwo vears ?

(¢) What is the present cadre of Superintendents and of Assistant
Superintendents and the proportion of Indians among them ?

Tue HoxovrasLe Mr. A. G CLOW - («) Four.

() There are no vacancies at present. Two vacancies are expected during
the next two vears.

(¢) Twenty-cight, of whom ten are Indians,

APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENTS OF THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
OF INDIA MADE 1N 1926,

~ 50. Tue HoNouraBLE Skuur LOKENATH MUKHERJEE : Will the
Gove nment b pleased tosia- the names of al the persons with their
respective academic qualifications who applied for and of those who were
appoin ed as Assistant Supe-intenden’ of {he Geological Survey of India
gince 1926 ?

Tue HoNouraBLE MR. A. G. CLOW : The selection in 1926 was made
partially in India and partially in England, and in 1927 it was made directly on
the recommendations of the Public Service Commission. In consequence
GO\'ernmgnt are not in possession of full particulars of the candidates and their
qualifications or even of a complete list of their names. They consider that it
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would be undesirable to publish a list of the unsuccessful candidates. The
candidates who were appointed were :—
Mr. J. B. Auden, B.A.
In 1926
Mr. Ved Pall Sondhi, M.Sc.
Mr. B. B. Gupta.
In 1927
Dr. H. L. Chhibber, D.Sc.

EXPENDITURE INCURRED ON OBTAINING OPINIONS FROM PALZONTOLOGICAL
ExperTs IN EUROPE.

51. Tae HownouraBie Srisur LOKENATH MUKHERJEE : Will the
Government be pleased to state the amounts, if any, spent dur-
ing each of the last five years in obtaining opinions from Palmontological
experts in Eutope ?

The HonovraBLE MRr. A. G. CLOW : Rs.
In 1423-24 .. .. . 4,586
In 1924-25 .. . .. .. 4,444
In 1925-26 .. .. .. .. 1,191
In 1926-27 .. .. .. .. 6,411
In 1927-28 .. .. 2,336

These figures include honoraria and the costs of printing plates,
EUROPEAN ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENTS OF THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF
INDiA possessiNG THE DeGrRek oF A Docror.

52. Tur HonouraBLE Sriyur LOKENATH MUKHERJEE : Will the
Government be pleased to state :

(a) how many of the existing European Assistant Superintendents of the
Geological Survey of India joined the service with a Doctor’s
Degree :
(b) how many, if any, have acquired the Doctorate subsequent to their
appointments ;
(c) the period in each instance which elapsed between the date of
joining service and that of the award of the Doctor’s Degree ;
(d) how many European Assistant Superintendents are without a Doe-
tor's Degree ?
Tur HoNovrasre Mr. A. G. CLOW : (a), (b) & (¢) The information is
being collected and will be supplied to the Honourable Member.
(d) Ten.
Epvcation ofF INpians IN ENGLAND.

53. Tue HonourasLe Sruwur LOKENATH MUKHERJEE: Has
there been any move, by the authorities concerned in India, to dissuade the
educational institutions in England from entertaining Indian students for

the higher degrees ?
Tuk HoNxorrABLE KHaN Bagapur Stk MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH :
No, Sir. A2
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PROMOTIONS FROM THE SUBORDINATE SERVICE TO APPOINTMENTS OF ASSISTANT
SUPERINTENDENTS OF THE GEeorocicaL SURVEY oF INDIA.

54. Tae Honouvrasre Sruur LOKENATH MUKHERJEE : 1. (a) Will
the Government be pleased to state whether there is a proposal to fill up hence-
forward the vacancies in the ranks of the Assistant Superintendents of the
Geological Survey of India by promotions from the Subordinate service ?

(b) Isit a fact that the two of the most senior Sub-Assistant Superintend-
ents are non-matriculates ?

2. Will the Government kindly state how many of the Assistant Superin-
tendents in the Geo'ogical Survey of India were promoted from the subordinate
service ; their respective ages at the time of such promotion, and what propor-
tion does their number bear to the total strength of the Indian section of the
cadre and the cadre as a whole ?

THE HoNouRABLE MR. A. (i, CLOW: |. (@) The answer ix in the
affirmative,

(b) Government have no information, but are inquiring.

2. Four Assistant Superintendents in the Geological Survey of India
previously held non-gazetted appointments. Their ages at the time when they
were appointed Assistant Superintendents were AL 40 and 49, respectively.
The proportions are 4 : 10 and 4 : 22, respectively,

ProFESsor or GroLocy IN TuE INDIAN SchooL or MiNks, DHANBAD.

55. THE HoNouraBLE SRijuT LOKENATH MUKHERJEE: 1. Will
the Government be pleased to state -

(@) when was the last appointment to the post of Professor of Geology
of the Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad, made ;

(b) whether the post-was advertised and if so, how ; and if not, why
not ;

(¢) what were the qualifications demanded for the post ;
(d) the names of the candidates who applied for the above post and their
respective qualifications ;
(e) by whom was the appointment made ?
2. Is it a fact that all the applicants with higher degrees of the Univer-

sities of London and of Cambridge were considered unfit for interview by
the Selection Board and, if so, why ?

3. Is it & fact that Mr. Suhrid Kumar Roy has been appointed Professor
of Geology in the Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad ?

4. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that in
the matter of selection for the post the political activities of the candidates, if
any, were taken into consideration ?

If so, will the Government kindly inform the Council whether all the
candidates except the one who got the appointment were found to be connected
with disloyal political activities ?
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(b) Will the Government kindly state whether the applicants referred to
In part 2 were found to be connected with any kind of disloyal activities ?

If not, will the Government be pleased to inform the Council the reasons
for rejecting their claims? *

Tue HoNovrapue Mr. A, G. CLOW : 1. (4) January 1928.
(b) Yes, the post was advertised in the principal newspapers in India.

(¢} The qualifications demanded for the post were given in the memoran-
dum inviting applications as follows :—

“ Candidutes must be graduates in science with honours in Geology. They should
have a sound knowledge of Mineralogy, Petrology. Paleontology and Geological field work.
A knowledge of Indian Geology and the Geology of oil deposits will be considered special
qualitications. They should he well versed in the economic side of the subject and should
also know something of mining.  Preference will be given to a candidate who has a working
knowledge of French or German or of hoth these laneuases.”

(d) It is not usual to publish lists of unsuccessful candidates and there
would appear to be no sufficient justification for doing so in this case.

(¢) The Government of India.

2. The Selection Committee selected for personal interview those whom
they considered to be the best among the applicants,

3. Yes.

4. (@) No. Government in making the appointment had no information
before them regarding the political activities of the candidates.

(6) No. Other candidates were not chosen as the Selection Committee and
the Governing Body of the Indian School of Mines were unanimously of opinion
that Dr. S. K. Ray was the best candidate.

ExTRACTS IN THE “ MEMORIAL TO THE MEMBERS OF THE INDIAN LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY IN SESSION,” WHICH APPEARED IN THE Forward, DATED THE
17tH FeBruary, 1925,

56. THe HonourasLE Srur LOKENATH MUKHERJEE : (a) Has
the attention of the (overnment been drawn to the following extracts in
the “ Memorial to the Members of the Indian Legislative Assembly in
Session” which appeared in the Forward, dated the 17th February, 1925 :

" We know that two Bengali ex-internees who served the police during the period of
their detention were sent to Europe at the expense of the secret service ”’ * o * *
““ Also please ask some questions about ex-internees Ram Bhattyacharjee and S.uhrid
Roy who were supplied the money for their journey to F.J\!rope ? How do thgy maintain
themselves in Europe ¥ Whatis the nature of their activities there and of Kshitish BISV’V’&S
in America ? Is it a fact that all the four men acted as informers during internment, » ?

(b) If so, will the Government kindly state whether the suggestions or allega-
tions contained in the above quotation are based on facts ?

TueE HoNouRABLE Mr. A. G. CLOW : (@) No.

. (b) This does not arise.
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RerPoRT OF MR. JONES, REGARDING EpucatioNar FACILITIES AFFORDED TO
THE CHILDREN oF EMPLOYEES OF THE StaTE RarLwavs.

57. Tee HoNourasLe Basu RAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE : (a) Will
Government be pleased to state whether anv action has  been taken
on the Report of Mr. Jones with regard to the educational activities of State-
managed Railways ?

(b) If s0, when and what action has been taken ?

) (c) With reference to statements made by the Honourable Sir George
Rainy in the Legislative Assembly on  the 25th February 1928, has any step
been taken to place the matter before the Central Advisory Couneil ?

(d) If so, when was the matter placed before the Central Advisory Council
and with what result ?

(e If the matter has not yet heen so placed, when does Government intend
to place it ¢

Tae HoNourasLe Sir GEOFFREY CORBETT: 1ltis proposed to place
the. wholg matter befor_e the Central Advisory Council for Railways at @ mecting
whlqh will be held during the course of, or shortly after the close of, the present
Session, )

RESOLUTION RE LEVY OF REVENUE TAN CESS OR FEE ON LAND
HELD IN PRIVATE OWNERSHIP.

Tue HoNourabLe Rao Samm Dr. U, RAMA RAU  (Madras: Non-
Muhan.lma_dan): Sir, with your permission. | should like to ke « slight
alteratlop in my Resolution. In part (@) instead of the vear 1929 1 should like
to substitute 1930, | hope vou will give me permission to do so,

_ Tae HoNourapLe Thi PRESIDENT : T assume that there i< no objec:
tion on the part of Government to the slight alteration.

THE HoNouraBLE Kuan Basanur Stk MUHAMM ' )
: AH! { i AMMAD HABIBULLAH
(Education, Health and Lands Member) : No. Nir,

~ . 'Il\‘;lF H()A:\'()URABL'H tHE PRESIDENT ;. But | would invite the Honour-
aojememb(ir: attentnon} to ;;nrf (hY of the Resolution which wecommends the
ment to ensure that the legislat; TS sted o all ite <haaes Lo :

. the yoar To2man, wt the legislation i completed i all its stages hefore

i TH.E HoNourasLE Rao Sanis Dr. U, RAMA RAU . Phere 1 should
1ke to insert the words *“ end of the ™ hefore the words * vear 192030

mov;rHE HoNouraBLE Tug PRESIDENT : Tl Honourable Member mav

Tu y
o movEthH(f)NOUR‘ABLE RA(). SAHIB DR, U, RAMA RAU - Sir. | beg
e the ollowmg Resolution which stands in mv name -
“This Council reco A -
mmends to the Governor General in Council i i i
. to 1ssue instruetions
under section 45 of the Government of India Act to Local Governments -

(a) that n:. revenue tax, cess or fee shall, after the 31st March 1930, he levied or
cor(xi inued to be leV}ed on land held in private ownership, except under
and in accordance with laws duly enacted by the local Legislatures ; and
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(b) that Local Governments take immediate steps to introduce Bills to this end in
the local Legislatures and ensure that the legislation] is completed in all its

stages before the end of the year 1929-30.

If there is one item of revenue in British India which has excited during
the past century and more and is still exciting more interest, criticism and
resentment than all the others put together, it is the land revenue. In deal-
ing with this Resolution it is unnecessary for me to trace the history and evolu-
tion of the land revenue system from the dawn of British rule in India up to
the present times. Suffice it to mention that the system has been built up on
the wreckage of the systems prevalent in the old Hindu and Moslem Empires
and based on doubt, confusion, misconception and misunderstanding, with-
out due regard to the well-being of the agricultural population in India. What
with the frequent settlements and re-settlements of land and the idiosyn-
cracies of the Settlement Officers, whose one aim has alwayvs been to fleece from
the ryot as much rent as possible, “ by applying ”, in the words of Sir Mount
Stuart Elphinstone, *“ to all parts of the country, facts which are only true of
particular tracts : and by including in conclusions drawn from one sort of tenure,
other tenures totally dissimilar in nature ™ and what with freaks of nature,
bringing on famines almost every year through over-abundant rains and
floods in some parts of the country and scanty rainfall and drought in others,
and what with the lack of sufficient facilities for carrying on agricultural
operations, such as irrigation, seedlings, manure, ete., which are deeply de-
plored even by the Agricultural Commission, a whole nation has been im-
poverished and reduced to the verge of misery and starvation. I am not .
alone in this condemnation of the British administration of India. Abler
critics than myself, more experienced and better informed ones, among whom
can be counted distinguished members of the 1. C. S. of Kuropean descent,
have spoken in scathing terms of the land revenue policy of the Government
of India during the past 100 vears. The dumb millions of India, who have
been the victims of this excessive and oppressive taxation, have all along suf-
fered in silence, true to the dictum ** what cannot be cured must be endured.”
The worst sufferer from this pernicious system of settlement and re-settlement
18 my own provinee of Madras, the United Provinces and in a lesser degree
the Punjab and Bombay coming next in order. It was the Madras land
revenue that constituted the largest divided head of central receipts in the
pre-reform days, and it was on this basis that, when. after the Reforms, the
land revenue was wholly provineialized. the provincial contribution from
Madras was fixed by Lord Meston at the huge figure of 348 lakhs. The reality
of the burden of land-tax and the necessity for relief against its hardships
were perceived by the Joint Parliamentary Committee at the very inception
of the reforms. and thev therefore made it a sine qua non of the reform scheme
that the imposition of new burdens should be‘ gradually brought more within
the purview of the Legislatures. The Committee expressed its opinion that
the time had come to embody in the law the main prineiples by which the land
revenue is determined. the methods of valuation, the pitch of assessment,
the periods of revision. the graduation of enhancements and the other chief
processes which touch the well-being of revenue-payers, and they added

‘that the system should be established on a clear statutorv basis before the

hext change in the constitution took place. Eight years have elapsed since
this memorable pronouncement was made and even the Commission on further
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constitugion .
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a reform that arose directly as a result of the Joint Committee’s recommenda-
tions under the new constitution, and it ought not to be allowed to be delayed
any further., The charge is laid at the door of the Central Government that
they have persistently refused to accord sanction for a Land Revenue Bill which
the Madras Government had contemplated to introduce in their Legislative
Council. 1 do not know how far it is true. But whoever is responsible' for
this civil disobedience or passive resistance to the legally constituted Parlia-
mentary authority, the stern fact cannot be ignored that the ryots have
already begun to feel the pinch of the land-tax and have themselves launched
on a vigorous no-tax campaign. My own benighted Presidency has led the
way, and Tanjore was the first to protest against the increased assessment
resulting from re-settlement and refused to pay the tax some five or six
years-ago. Through the timely intervention of the Legislature and wise
statesmanship on the part of the Madras Government, a serious situation
such as the one we had at Bardoli has been averted and a compromise effected.
The rack-renting policy of the Government of India has been put to a vigorous
test at Bardoli recently and has not succeeded. Let not the lesson of Bardoli
be lost on the Government. It behoves the Government of India, therefore,
to realize the gravity of the situation and forthwith direct the Provincial
Governments to submit the question of land-tax to the vote of the Legisla-
tures in obedience to the mandate of the Joint Patliamentary Committee, and
thus absolve themselves from all blame in the matter. Here is a fair oppor-
tunity that has presented itself to the Government, and on their acceptance
of this Resolution depends their sincerity to advance India politically and
economically. 1 earnestly appeal to the Honourable non-official Members
of this House to heartily support this Resolution as it is & question of vital
importance affecting the well-being of every son of the soil, to whatever race,
caste, community, religion or political predilection he may belong.

With these few words, T move the Resolution that stands in my name.

Tae HoxouraBLE KHAN BAHADUR SIR MUHAMMAD BABIBULLAH :
Sir, T do not imagine that the Honourable Dr. Rama Rau asks the House to
accept the Resolution which he has moved at its face value. It seems to me
that it is more or less an expression on his part of the feelings of resentment at
the alleged apathy on the part of the Provincial Governments and perhaps
an assumed indifference on the part of the Government of India to have the
necessary legislation framed in accordance with the recommendations of the
Joint Parliamentary Committee on the Government of India Bill,

I shall show presently that neither the Provincial Governments nor the
Government of India can justifiably be charged either with apathy or indiffer-
ence respectively. For the moment I should like, if I may, to draw the atten-
tion of Honourable Members to the implications which arise from this Resolu-
tion, and for that purpose I hope they will bear with me for a few minutes if
1 should indulge in & criticism of such implications. Honourable Members
will notice that this Resolution asks them to commit themselves to make a
recommendation to the Governor General in Council that no revenue, tax, cess
or fee shall, after the 31st March, 1930, be levied. In the second place, it asks
this House again to commit itself to make a recommendation to the Governor
General in Council that no revenue, tax, cess or fee shall, after the 31st March
1930, be continued to be levied, and it further asks that this revenue be neither
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levied nor collected after the 31st March, 1930, except under and in accordance
with laws to be enacted by the local Legislatures. For the purpose of arming
the Governor General in Council to exercise the power which this Resolution
asks him to exercise, resort is had to section 45 of the Government of India Act.
T am now trying to show that this section has no application whatsoever to the
question that we are now discussing. Let me make it plain that [ am not
posing to claim for myself the right of a lawyer to interpret legislation. [ wi
merely appeal to the common sense of this House.  What does seetion 19 84¥
in effect 7 Section 45 says :

 Subject to the provisions of this Act and riles made thereunder, every Loeal Goverts
ment shall obey the orders of the Governor General in Couneil, and keep him constantly an X
diligently informed of its proceedings and of all matters which ought. in its opinion. 10 A
reported to him, or as to which he requires information, and is under his sll;,<-|-iultf‘l\‘l““‘
direction and control in all matters relating to the government of its provinee.

W,

Perhaps my Honourable friend - I know he is not a lawyer tries to lay emphi-
8is on the words :

“ Every Local Government shall obey the ordersof the Governor General i Couneil s

but I have yet to know whether the Governor General in Council ean issue any
orders to a Local Government if such orders are wltra vires of the Act under
which he professes to issue such orders. 1 think 1 must make myself a bit more
clear. Honourable Members are aware that land revenue is a P"“Vm"m e
served subject. What are its powers under the Act in regard to Land revenue ¢
Its powers under the Act in regard to land revenue are that it has the absolute
power to assess and collect land revenue.  There is nothing in those worls to
indicate that either the assessment or the colleetion must be under a Jegislation
framed by the local Legislative Council.  That power ix wnconditional.  When
therefore, under the Act the Local Government possesses the power to e
and collect land revenue, is it conceivable, 1ask, that the Governor Ceneral m
Council could issue peremptory orders to a Local Government that although
such Local Government is in exercise of the power vestedinitin law assessIng A
collecting land revenue, vet it shall refrain from exercizing the power whieh the
law entrusts it with /[ have tried to labour this point somewhat to convinee
this House that the Governor General in Couneil can, as the law standsat the
present moment, issue no peremptory orders to any Provineial Giovernment
prohibiting it from either levving or colleeting Tand revenue, which entively 15 @
provincial subject, andas such wholly under its cognzance and j\n'i.\'di(“i““'
Then, Sir, we are also asked to issue instructions to the Provineial CGovernments
not to continue to levy the assessment on land,  Let us assume for the sake of
argument that each Provineial Government enacts to-tmorrow a piece of legts-
lation regulating the levy and collection of land vevenue.  May 1 ask Hanour-
able Members whether such legislation will have r(‘h'()s})«('t'l\"v effect ¢ Wili
such legislation affect the settlements and re-settiements which have alveady
come into operation ? Will such legislation in any way affect the collection
of land revenue which is being levied and collected prior to the coming into
- operation of any new legislation ? How therefore could any legislation affect
the collection and levy of taxation which had been in operatfion under previous
Asettlements before the coming into operation of any statutory provision ?
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Therefore it is rather hitting the point too high if you ask the Government
of India not to continue the collection of all assessments, ete.

Ter HonouraBLE Rao Samrs Dr. U. RAMA RAU: Until you enact
the law. ‘

Tug HoNourapLe KaaN Banapur Stk MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH :
I understand what the Honourable Member has in mind. Perhaps, he is con-
templating that after the new legislation comes into operation, all the previous
settlements which have been in vogue will all simultaneously be brought to a
termination and that fresh re-settlements will start in all parts of India at one
and the same time. Unless that is his intention, it is unthinkable how any
legislation which may be framed to-morrow will affect the settlements and
re-settelments which have been in operation for years, which may have been
conducted 10, 20 or 30 years ago, and in which under the stipulation which is
entered into between the respective Governments and the land revenue payers
there is an agreement not to interfere with these assessments for the period of
settlement, which may be 20 or 30 years, according to the practice in the pro-
vince concerned.  So that, at any rate, as [ maintain, is somewhat unthinkable.
I assume, Sir, for the sake of argument again that the (Government of India in
issuing the orders suggested ignores the provisions of the Government of India
Act, ignores also the fact that the Provincial Governments have so far levied
and collected land revenue under the system in vogue until now ; what will be
its consequences ? The Honourable Mover who hails from my own province
has just now told us that the demand in respect of land revenue in the Madras
Province is over Rs. 74 crores.  Well, it may fairly be said in regard to the
other provinces as well that the demand in respect of land revenue stands at a
high figure. The lowest demand, I think, is in Assam, parts of which are yet
undeveloped, but even there I think the land revenue demand is something like
Rs. 1 crore. Iam not exaggerating facts when I say that land revenue on the
whole forms the main source of revenue in every province. Scrap it and you
see the consequences. Scrap it and you tear the whole machinery to pieces.
Serap it and you bring the whole administration to a standstill. That would be
the inevitable consequence of the acceptance of this Resolution. Is this the
time, Sir, when we should indulge in the pastime of stopping the collection of
land revenue for any period ? To my mind it is not easy to answer what that
period may reallv be. The Honourable Dr. Rama Rau, in view of the
amendment which he has now proposed, and which has been accepted by the
Chair, gives us a grace time of one year within which to hasten the various stages
through which any legislation has necessarily to pass before it becomes law.
He has bemoaned the fact that eight long vears have already passed without
this legislation coming nto operation, and vet he hopes that twelve months
ought to be more than sufficient for the purpose of bringing that legislation
into operation. Well, if that Jegislation is not ready by the time stipulated,
what happens 2 The incvitable result would be that the collection of all land
revenue will be suspended at once, every province will have to meet its demand
from the slender 1esources which will be left at its disposal.  Hach province
will have a very big slice cut off from its revenues. Each province will have
again to go back, shall I say, to a state of financial insolvency. ~ My Honour-
able friend must realise what a blow had been aimed at the financial prosperity
of his own province as a result of the Meston Award. He still remembers, [
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I think, the depression that that event had produced ou the activities of every
branch of administration in his own province. He knows, I think, that many
an important scheme of reform, many a scheme of public utility, had to he sitmply
pigeon-holed for want of necessary financial resonrces.  Thanks. indeed. to the
abolition of the provincial contributions, the provinee [ hope ix now able to
stand on its own legs once more and mav well indulge in the idea of giving
eﬁgct to some of those important schemes which for ek of funds had neees”
s‘_’l'lly to be shelved.  Now, if instead of the Meston Award which was  respon=
Slblfﬁ for taking awav a large slice from out of the resources of cach provinee
we introduce in its stead another scheme by which a bigger slice will be cub
off from its revenuces, and the provinees are asked to m:mur,;r: their show on theiv
remaining resources, the result must inevitably be calamitous, Lot us remen
per that this is a time when I am expecting cach provinee to put its hand deep
nto its pocket for the purpose of giving effect to those wholesome recont
mendations of the Royal Commission on Agriculture which will soon have
to be trapslated into action. In the very near future there is going to he an
All-India Conference for the purpose of determining a programme of work in
respect of those re¢commendations.

It is hoped to arrange the programme in the order of urgency subject of
course to financiai possibilities. I am hoping, and ardently lmpinlg, {hat ea¢
province will take that interest which the recommenations of the Royal Com-
mission demand and earmark a good portion of its own revenues for the pur-
pose of giving effect to those recommendations.  Now, at a juncture Jike this,
1s 1t prudent, I ask, to make a present of a suggestion to the Provineial Govert:
ments of the character mentioned by the Honourable Mover ¢ Tt scems to me,
Sir, that it would be the reverse of wisdom to doso.  Isaid in the heginning that
neither thfe Provincial Governments nor the Government of India should be
charged either with apathy or indifference in the matter of this logislation.
Let me make it plain that nobody desires this legislation to come into npvrutioll
at once more than myself. My Honourable friend who hails from Madras is
somewhat conversant, I suppose, with my life in that provinee, and if that 18 80y
he must b.e aware of the efforts which [ in wmy position as Revenue Member ©
that province had put forth in connection with this important matter. It 18,
therefore, 'nee(lless to tell thix House that my sympathiex are entirely n favour
of this leglslat,ior.]. But let us at the same time realise that this legislation 18
Illog.centm]; 1t 15 entirely provincial. The utmost that the Government ©
t?m;at(c)i:;r}ll do is to draw the attention_of t‘.hv. Lmtul Governments from t:mlt' “"

e urgency and the need for framing legislation in accordance wit hotle
recommendations of the Joint Parliamentary Committee.  And let me assut®
my Honourable friends that this question which has been raised by the Honour

{l.ble Member opposite has not escaped the attention of the Governor General
in Couneil.

ti'I t}'unk 1 migl_lt just. tell t.he.House what we have been doing from time to
me In connection with this important piece of legislation. The House 18

aware that the Joint Committee of Parliament recommended that the process

;))f erl'smg.land revenue assessment should be brought under closer regulation
y e(aigls}atlon. Land revenue being a reserved provineial subject this recom-
mendation was brought to the notice of the Provincial Governments who alone
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could undertake the necessary legislation, and the need for early action was
impressed on them so long ago as March 1920. In June 1924 again the Govern-
ment of India forwarded to Local Governments a copy of a question and answer
in Parliament on this subject and requested them toreport on the steps taken
by them to give effect to the recommendations of the Joint Committee. The
replies received to this reference disclose that, with the exception of Bengal and
Bihar and Orissa, which are largely under permanent settlement, and where the
question is mainly one of academic interest, the Local Governments either
already have taken steps or are contemplating taking action to introduce the
necessary Bills in their provincial Councils. Bills were actually introduced in
Madras, Bombay, the United Provinces, the Punjab, Assam and the Central
Provinces, but in no case have they become law as yet.

Tue HonourasLe S SANKARAN NAIR (Madras: Non-Muham-
medan): Why?

Tur HoNouraBLE KHAN Banapur Stk MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH :
I will tell you. The main reason for this has been the inability of the parties
concerned, namely. the Government and the unofficial majorities in the Legis-
lative Councils, to reach an agreement. In August 1927 the Government of
India again drew the attention of the Local Governments to the matter. As
Honourable Members will realise, the initiative rests with the Local Govern-
ments, and the decision with their Legislatures. The Government cannot
dictate to Local Governments. The question is not, I must honestly confess, as
simple as it looks. The Provincial Governments naturally have to think of
their revenue. The provincial Councils, perhaps equally naturally, are more
concerned with the reduction or limitation of the incidence of land revenue.
The only possible solution is a compromise to which both the Local Governments
and the majority of their Legislative Councils should agree. Such a compromise,
I must confess, cannot be premoted or imposed from Delhi or Simla. I may also
add for the information of the House that the Government of India have again
decided to address Local Governments on the subject of land revenue adminis-
tration, and they earnestly hope that their initiative on this occasion may be
useful in contributing towards a solution of the outstanding questions of prin-
ciple relating to this subject which have come into prominence since the Joint
Committee made their recommendations, and I think T am not indulging in any
unhecessary optimism if T say that, as a result of the efforts now proceeding,
I hope a satisfactory solution of this problem will soon be arrived at. In view
of what I have stated, Sir, I hope and trust the Honourable Member will not
press his Resolution.

Tue HoNoUrABLE (oLoNEL Nawas SiR UMAR HAYAT KHAN (Punjab:
Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, at the outset, on behalf of the zamindars,
I must heartily thank our gallant Dr. Saheb for the Resolution he has just
moved. It is no doubt true that the zamindars are the only class which is so
hard hit, and the House knows that whenever I have spoken on this subject
I have not been half-hearted. Though, we labour under many difficulties,
on one side on account of the money-lender and on the other on account of the
Government revenue which breaks the earthen pot, between the two iron
vessels and though the Resolution goes a long way to help the zamindars, 1
for one think it impracticable, because it suggests a complete suspension of the
revenue for a time which will dislocate the present administration. All that
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we desire is reform in the land revenue administration, about which the Honour-
able the Leader of the House has so lucidly spoken just now. [ would there-
fore tell my Honourable and gallant friend that, though the proposed Resolu-
tion will help the zamindars, he should not press it.

Tue HoxourasLi Rat Banapur Lana RAM SARAN DAN (Punjab:
Non-Muhammadan) :  Sir, 1 rise to support the Resolution which has been 0
al?ly moved by my Honourable friend Dr. Rama Rau. 1 have been following
with interest the obser vations made by the Honourable the Leader of the House,
but I am sorry that Lis arguments have not been very convincing to me.

The Honourable the Revenue Member says that land revenue is a trans-
ferred reserved provineial subject.  That is true, Sir. But 1 want to ask the
Hon(?urable the Revenue Member whether the Royal Agricultural Commission
was formed as a result of the recommendations made by the Executive ov the
provineial Legislatures of the various provinces. When the Government of
India realises the great importance ol a certain matter it moves. That is the
very rcason why there is an Agricultural portfolio in the Government of India.
The Honourable the Revenue Member has also explained that Land Revenue
is the chief source of Indian revenues.  Ax far as my information goes, Sir,
and with due deference to the Honourable the Leader of the House, lhmust sy
that his statement is not quite correct.  The customs duties and the Income-
tax added together much exceed the and revenue of the whole of Indua.

Tur HonoUranLE Stk MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAIL ;- Added together.

_ Tur HovoUransLry Rat Bananur Lata RAM SARAN DAR . Ro it is not
right to say, Sir, that land revenue is the chief source of revenue in India.  As
far as the Meston Award is concerned. Sir. the Punjab has alzo suffered as ;nu('h
as Madras and Bombay have done,  But. Siv, as far as the Puniab is concerned,
I might say that no regular rigid policy of assessment of land revenue or of
water rate is observed. In certain districts there are 20 years settlement, in
gthers there are 30 years settlement, and now of late b years settlement has been
introduced. In Lahore and other districts now every D years in certain parts
of the district assessments are subjected to revision, Mv friend, Sir Umar
giy;;nﬁii;n;,f}mm \V?l()nl l f*,\'pvf'tt’d' t]mtv he would safeguard the interests of

ars has not done so to-dav.  When he rose I thought that he would
strongly support the Resolution. but when he sat down 1 thought that he had
only taken a 1ukewgrm interest i the matter. The Honourable the Leader
of' the House has said that the Parliamentary Commission on Agriculture has
laid great stress upon laying down a policy for the assessment of revenue and
taxes, and he has also been pleased to say that the Government of India has con-
nggd that recommendation of the Parliamentary Commission to the local Pro-
vincial Governments. 1 find, Sir, that in the  Punjab and in other provinces
which the Honourable the Revenue Member has named, Land Revenue Bills
have been moved. In the PunjabIknow there was a great debate over it and
the measure is still perhaps under the consideration of the Punjab (,‘oun(-lilt.

Tue HonourasrLE SirR MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH i

. : S . 2 2 : 1t is not under

the ¢ P ‘ounei as Punj
: csilllislderatlon of the Punjab Council. It tas heen passed by the Punjab

. of an innecuous measur
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Tar HoNourABLE Rl BAHADUR Lara RAM SARAN DAS: I am sorry
Sir. Ithought otherwise. But T must say, Sir, that the Honourable the Mover
has not in his speech made any reference to the water rates. In the PunjabIfind,
Sir, that, even in a case where one waterings givento the crops and although
the canal fails for the rest of the year, the canal assessment becomes due and
fully due. Such like things, Sir, are not just and equitable, and I t}.xink that
along with the land revenue, as the Honourable Mover of the Resolution says,
other taxes, including I believe the water rate, are to be considered. I con-
sider it is the duty of the Government of India to strongly urge upon the Pro-
vincial Governments to lay down once for all their revenue policy. With these

words, Sir, 1 support the Resolution.

Tar HonourasLe Mgr. V. RAMADAS PANTULU (Madras: Non-
Muhammadan) : Sir, 1 rise to support the feeling that is behind my
Honourable friend, Dr. Rama Rau’s Resolution. I must congratulate the
Honourable the Leader of the House on the very successful way in which he
grappled with words and demolished the spectres of financial chaos raisgd . by
him. 1 was only wondering why he did not say that the financial implications
of Dr. Rama Rau’s Resolution would lead to the disbandment of His Majesty’s
military, naval and air forces and so pave the way to invasion of India. He
has very successfully evaded the real issue arising from the Resolution. No-
body ever thought that the financial dislocation of the Government of India
was contemplated by the Honourable Mover. The Honourable the Leader
of the House has tried to tell the House the implications of Dr. Rama Rau’s
Resolution. The real implications are not as stated by the Honourable
Leader. The real implications are these: the acceptance of the Resolution
would mean three things. Firstly, the giving up of the theory that land
revenue in this country is rent but not a tax. If it is a tax, Sir, it is a known
fact that no tax in any country is levied except with the sanction of the
Legislature. In [ndia there isnot a single item of taxation which is levied
except under the direct control of the Legislature. Land revenue is the only
tax which is so levied. Apparently it is based on the theory that the State
is the owner of the land and the cultivator is a tenant, therefore the landlord
can levy from the tenant such rent as he pleased. That theory has been
exploded long ago, and if the Government of India wants to give up the theory
and recognise that land revenue is not rent but a tax, it is bound to place it
ander the control of the Legislatures.  That is the first implication. I should
like to know whether the Government of India is prepared to accept this
implication. The second implication is that, if they accept the position that
land revenue should be imposed under the control of the Legislatures, then

the Government of India must be prepared to vest in the Legislatures the

right to fix the rate of taxation. That is the second implication. My

Honourable friend Sir Muhammad Habibullah has appealed to Dr. Rama Rau
to judge him by his careet in the Madras Council. It is a matter of public
knowledge now that the Madras Goverpment, whep he was a member thereof,
sent up for sanc tion a Land Revenue Bill fznd that it was turned down by the
Government of India on the main guestion tha‘g the Government of India
were not in favour of investing the Legislature with the power to fix the rate

of India were quite agreeable to the passing

of taxat on. The Government ' .
¥ e vesting the power 1n the Legislature to levy land

o
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taxation, but the Government of India were not prepared to allow Legislatures
the right to fix the rate of taxation. Are the Government of India now pre-
pared to do so ! That is really the crux of the whole matter. Then the third
implication which underlies the Resolution of Dr. Rama Rau is this: that,
even if the Legislature is invested with the power of fixing the rate of taxation,
will there be any authority provided to test the justice of executive action !
In the case of income-tax we can have spme recourse to the Courts. Are the
Government of India prepared to set up a machinery, of an ad hoc character
or one which will go into individual cases of hardship, to judge of the sound-
ness and equity of the amount of revenue levied 7 The fact that the Bardoli
ryots wanted a judicial officer to be associated with the Settlement  Officer
is a proof positive that the people have no faith in the justice of the executive
officials. Therefore the people of Bardoli insisted upon a judicial
officer being associated in the ingquiry. What the people want
18, though land revenue is to be levied under legislative sanction, they want
that the justice of the incidence of the taxation should be tested by animpar-
tial tribupal. Are the Government of India prepared to accede to that ?

Tae HoNovrasre Stir MANECKI! DADABHOY  (Central  Pro-
vinces : Nominated Non-Official ) : Is there any country in the world which
has done that ?

Tae Howvourasie MR, V. RAMADAS PANTULU: There is. 1 will
ask my friend to refer to the Taxation Enquiry Comuwmittee's Repart, It
gives a survey of the way in which land tax is levied in various countries,

Tae HoxourapLi Stk MANECKJI DADABHOY : 1 have read that,
You have not answered my question.

Tue HonoURABLE Mr. V. RAMADAS PANTULU : There is a judicial
machinery under the Income-tax Act. These are the implications which
underlie Dr. Rama Rau's Resolution. The Government of India cannot
have a blank mind or gn open mind. What is its attitude then towards
this question ? The Honourable the Leader of the House said that the delay
in fraring suitable Bills was due to the difficulty in an agreement being reached
between the Legislative Councils and the Provincial Governments. What
the Members of the Legislatures want is clear. What the Provineia) Govern-
ments want snd what the Government of India want. we do not kunow.
because they have never issued any comprehensive Resolution on their
land revenue policy. Since Lord Curzon’s time the Government of India
have stood on the fence and have always given evasive answers and never
made up their mind as to their land revenue policy. What did they think
of the Joint Parliamentary Committee’s recommendations 2 What had they
to say about the demands made by various Provineiaf Legislatures on queé-
tions pertaining to fand revenue ¢ The Government of India have not made
themselves clear on these points, and an agreement has not been reached
chiefly owing to the obstructive tactics of Provincial Governments and the
Government of India. Therefore, it is no good telling us that the delay is
due to the difficulty of reaching an agreement. Al the difficulty is crea)te;i
either by the Provincial Governments or by the Government of India |

12 Noow.
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Then the technical plea under which Sir Muhammad Habibullah has beeg
of late freely sailing is the demarcation of functions between Provmcuﬁ an
Central Legislatures. This is coming very handy to him in phese debates.
I think it is not a substantial objection. I may quote Sir Muhgmtp{?d
Habibullah himself in reply to his present attitude. He made a very Setgsx le
and very Iucid pronouncement in 1927 on this question n aréswer tt:y
friend Sir Ibrahim Haroon Jaffer’s Resolution about the Co-operative
Movement ; and there he has clearly stated the powers of the Government
of India with regard to the control of land revenue. I will only a?k him go
read that passage once more. 1 do not want to repeat it now. I the t:g 8
that passage once more, he will find that every one of his s;t.smtchmenl ds ‘ sg
is fully answered by himself on that occasion. Therefore, I should content
myself with answering him with his own words on that occasion.

u this present anomalous position, land revenue setf_;lements are going
on inI variou}; parts of the country and people are protesting. Tanjore ﬁr;)’t,
and there, the enhancement of 25 per cent., which wasg first sought tothe‘
levied, was reduced to 18§ per cent. on protest. Now the settlement of the
Kistns and Godaveri districts is going on. I have had the privilege of reading
the Settlement Officer’s preliminary report with regard to the proposed
enhancement in these districts. The report gives a rosy picture of the
economic prosperity of the ryots and their ability to beat additional taxation,
of the wonderful achievements of the co-operative movements, and the great
improvement which hss been brought about in the staying poweg'uandv\ flh_q
tax-paying power of the ryots. If one reads these reports oue will wons gt
whether the land tax cannot be easily doubled. These reports are not to be
relied upon and they will not bear scrutiny by any economist. The plamtIf{
who is also the judge is having his own case to go by, and .the person who
olaims the additional land revenue will put forth hiscasein the settlement
reports, and there is no way of judging the accuracy or the soundness of the
statements contained therein. People protest against them but there is no
way for them of getting redress except perhaps by resorting to Satyagraha,
as in the case of Bardoli. It will not be possible for the people in all parts
of India to resort to such a movement, nor would the Govern'm'er}t vstxsh it.
Therefore the Govermment of India must realise its responsibility in the
matter.

There is just one word more whick 1 would like to say before I sit down,
The Leader of the House has referred to the improvements the Agrlcultural
Commission has recommended and to the Provincial Governwents' respon-
sibility in devoting a large portion of the revenue to these mlpmvemeix'ts.
But may I remind him, Sir, that unless this question of land reV:ml% Poh;"ﬁ
is settled satisfactorily, no agricultural improvement 18 possible ¢ We H:}’e
been protesting against the exclusion of this question of Jand revenue pt(;)afasé
from the terms of reference to the Agricultural Commission. It was 8 d
at the time that though it was not directly referred to the Oommzsm(ig, I:e
would indirectly be dealt with by them, that some ev:dencf wou e
taken and the Agricultural Commission would in some way ¢ r‘g‘; soi’ri :
light upon the question. I myself bave spoken in this House Ofntheerguéﬂ
and I read the speech which the Honourable the Leader (ziis e hobe
delivered on that occasion again this morning. He raised the i P
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that the Agricul‘turzll Commission would say something about the land revenue
policy. But I find that they have very strictly adhered  and very rightly -
to their terms of reference, and the Government of India misled us by saying
thu'? the matter would somehow or other come under the  purview of the
Agrlcu.ltural Commission.  The Government wanted to retain this matter
exclusively in ‘their hands and they were not prepared toentrust it to the
!mndg of the Commission forinvestigation,  The whole question, it is stated
is going to be settled by correspondence between Provincial (}nwrmnvnt;
and the Government of India. The people are not to be taken into (ronfi(h-ncc‘.
The public are not allowed to say anything in the matter.  All that Sir Muham-
mad Habibullah assured us is that the Government of India are in corres-
pondence with Provincial Governments and that a very satisfactory solution
may be hoped for and he wax optimistic on the point.  But may T usk him
whether the solution of a question like this can be satisfactory where the
people themselves have no voice in determining  the important issues involved
init? Thercfore, 1 am rorry to sov that on this occasion, though Sir Muhnnyl-
mad Habibullah has shown great dialectic skill, he really tried to evade the
whole question. He has not dealt with the illl])li(';tti()ll:s‘ of the l{umluti(/m/
I agree with my friend Sir Umar Hayat Khan that nobody should tr t(;
dislocate the administration of the country.  But the principlu‘ is there :Lil(); n,]]
that we are praying for is that the prineiple underlying the R(‘S()l\lﬁ()‘l’l qhnu]’d
be acceded to by the Government of India at a vury; carly date, and thv‘ must
mt'tke up their mind as to what their position is on this qucst‘inn ’A’ll}(i thv‘
going to entrust this power to determine the land tax to th«-' l’mv'in’ci:’.:;
Legislatures ?  Are P}?ey going to agree to a ju(.!i('iu] machinery being set up
t? test the equitability of the taxation? Wil the Government of India
give a fret_:‘s hand to the loeal Legislatures to enact m(-,nsuru.; suitable to their
own provinces. or will they turn down such proposals in order to ~x}ui’t t’ho,ir
own convm?lons? These are the main  questions to be mnsidvml' Let us
get unevasive replies, we have not got them to-day from the Loa(.ivr of ‘th;:
House. ' T
THE H(')NOURAB'LE SAarDAR Banapur SHIVDEV  SINGIT UBEROIT
(Pun]ab: Sikh) 1 Sir, T express my full symipathy with the principle of the
Resolution moved by my Honourable friend Dr. Rama Rau. 1 have not had
t'h.e advantage of hearing the reasons which he advanced insupport of his Resolu-
tion on account (.>f my reaching the Chamber a little late.  But I have heard
with great at-t(*.ntl(m the reply of the Honourable the Leader of the House and
the reas.ons'wh‘lch he had advanced.  What I gather from the language of the
Resolution is simply this, that the policy of assessing revenue, tax, coss or fe
on any land possessed by private owners should not be made by 1:]{« o‘x‘o ti e
part of the Government, but should be enacted by the Provincial -l’(:“' ‘]l“
tures. I think the time has come when the Indian administration mﬂqt l‘(\viEZIS "
in the hands of the representatives of the people than in the hands of ‘t}’ \)( ot
sive machinery of Government. | do not think the fact can ll : )i ) ol that
India’s masses are composed of the agricultural communit ﬂ)(lt( e}nn-d thu‘t
ness of India lies more in the happiness of the masses oflyt?ht‘»fnutnlt(;y]rmzﬁil.
that the strength and power of Government also lic in the happiness of the 'people

1

“people they sho

‘Government can extend the time, and they
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nunity pays the highest proportionate revenue in
lo justice to my position here if 1 do not express my
hearty support to the principle underlying this Rcsoluti-on. 1 do not see what
objection there 1s to the land revenue, cess or tax which is levied on the land,
being levied according to the wishes of the representatives of the people
through the Legislative Councils, when c'usto‘nm duties, income-tax and other
taxes are subject to the vote of the Legislative Assembly and the Council of
State. As regards the argument of the Leader of the House that he fears
a cessation of the machinery of administration, T do not think that there is
any room for fear at all. Rirst of all, we should not doubt, and we have no
reasons or data to doubt, the bora fides or the patriotic sense of those repre-
sentatives of the people who constitute the local Councils or that they would
treat land revenue in such a way as to deprive the Government of its resources,
because they will fully understand their duty, that while representing the

hinery of Government is carried on. It

ald see that the mae
A for & minute that they would be so unmindful of their responsi-

vould chuek oft land revenue or deliberately delay the passing
ation relating to land revenue.  That fear cannot be
What this Resolution aims at is this, just as the
e representatives of the people,

of the country. My comi
my province and 1 cannot ¢

cannot be grante
bility that they s
of the necessary legisl
entertained for a minute.

other taxes are made subject to the vote of th
so land revenue also should be made subject to the wishes of the people. The

majority of Members in the local Councils come from the agricultural commu-
nity, and they are in the best position to judge for themselves the situation
and suggest to Government the necessary measures.

Sir, one word more and 1 have done. The land revenue policy in the
Punjab, and also 1 think in those provinces where the land revenue assessment
is not permanent, leads to a tendency in the direction of increasing the land
revenue at every settlement. It used to be every 10 years till some time ago,
but now the period has been extended,  However, during the last assessinent
I remember the land revenue has been very excessively increased in some
places. For instance, agricultural lands around the cities, which have been
brought within municipal limits, have not been exempted from land revenue
assessment ; on the other hand, the assessment has been increased perhaps
200 per cent. Even those lands which had come under houses are still liable
to the payment of land revenue though at a much higher rate. This is one
instance out of the many which happen under the present system. With
these few words I heartily support the Resolution of my Honourable friend,

Dr. Rama Rau.
Tur HONOURABLE RAO SalIB Dr. U. RAMA RAU: Sir, nowhere in

the Resolution have 1 said that you must stop the collection of land revenue.
I was only anxious that no revenue should be colleeted beyond 1930 unless it is
done according to the wishes of the people, and nowhere have I said that
the collection should not be made. Nor have I said anywhere that it ought
to have retrospective effect. If the period up to 1929-1930 is not sufficient,
have power to do so if they accept

this Resolution. All that I wanted was this. Covernment have been sleeping
over this matter for the last eight years, and my object in moving this Rgso!u-
tion is to wake them up from their slecp. It is said that this is a provincial
reserved subject and that the Central Legislature has nothing to do with it,
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But when a Provincial Government sent up a Bill for sanction it was turned
down by the Government of India. 1If the Government of India had been very
anxious to promote legislation, why should they turn down that Bill ¢ 1 did
not ask the Government to stop the collection of land revenue ; I only wanted
the revenue to be collected after sanction by the Legislatures concerned. 1
know that a Resolution of this kind cannot be passed in this Council where the
majority is with the Government. My object in moving this Resolution was
to draw the attention of Government to this subject. T am very glad that, the
Leader of the House has given an assurance that he will hurry up the Loceal
Governments.  In these circumstances T do not propose to press my Resolu-
tion to the vote of the House, but to withdraw it with its permission,

The Resolution was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn,

RESOLUTION RE ALTERATIONS IN THE POWERS AND PROCEDURE
OF THE HIGH COURTS IN INDIA.

*Tue Hownourasre Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY
(East Bengal : Non-Muhammadan): Sir, the Resolution that stands in
my name runs as follows:

*“ Thix Council recommends to the Governor General in Council to take steps to have
the Government of India Act so amended as to prevent the powers and pracedure of the
High Courts in India from being changed by exccutive orders of His Majesty in Council.”

There are two factors to be considered about the establishment of law
Courts in any country ; the one relates to its establishment and vesting it with
& certain territorial jurisdiction, and the other deals with its powers and pro-
cedure. The first matter comes within the purview of executive orders and
the second ought to be, and is, in almost every civilised country, the exelu-
sive function of the Legislature. This was acknowledged even when the High
Courts were first established in India, and the then Secretary of State in his des-
patch, dated the 14th May 1862, paragraphs 6 and 7, observed as follows :

* 8. Moreover, the words giving authority to confer on the Court such jurisdiction and
such powers and authorities for the administration of justice as the Crown may direct
appear very large, and as such, in point of fact invest the Crown with extensive lv;;isln,tivc
gowers so far as administration of justice within the meaning of the sections may require.

t has been, however, thought best to use this power very sparingly and simply as ancillary
to the real purpose of the Act, namely, the cstablishment of new Courts.”

Another reason for the form which the present Letters Patent assume
i8 to be found in the provisions of section 17 of the Act of last Session. By
that section power is given to the Crown to recall the Letters Patent establish-
ing the Court at any time within three years after its establishment and to
grant other Letters Patent in their stead. This provision was inserted in the
‘Aet mainly with the view of enabling His Majesty’s Government to avail
themeelves of the advice and assistance of the J udges of the Court in framing
the more perfect Charter by which the jurisdictfon and authority of the Court
is to be permanently fixed.” Accordingly, when the Government of India Act
was passed in 1915, the power to alter the functions and procedure of existing
High Courts was taken away from His Majesty and by its Fifth Schedule

* Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member,

ALTERATIONS IN THE POWERS AND PROCEDURE OF THE HIGH COURTS IN INDIA. Bb

they were made alterable by the Indian Legislature. But there was no pro-
vision in this Act whereby the executive Government of His Majesty could
alter the territorial jurisdiction of any existing High Court, and consequently
the Act was amended in 1916 by the addition of clause (1) (@) to section 106
in the following words : _

“The Letters Patent establish'ng or vesting jurisdiction, powers or authority in a High
Court may be amended from time to time by His Majesty by further Letterfs Patent.”

Though the language of this amendment is somewhat wide, it was never
meant, I submit, to extend the powers of His Majesty beyond simply what
was “ancillary to the real purpose, namely, the establishment of Courts”
over any area. In altering the procedure of appeal from the decision of a
single Judge to a Divisional Bench of the High Court at Caleutta by changing
its Letters Patent in 1921 instead of going through the process of legislation
laid down in the Fifth Schedule of the Government of India Act, the Executive
Government have not only shown scant courtesy to the Indian Legislature,
but they have violated the elementary principle of the independence of the
judiciary from the executive reiterated even as early as when the first High
Courts were established in India. The Civil Justice Committee made many
recommendations of which thix was one, and many of them have been given
effect to by being embodied in legislative enactments, but I fail to see why
the same procedure was not adopted in this case, nnless it be this, that the
Government were doubtful of their being able to carry through such a piece
of legislation, for when in 1916 similar propesals were advanced by Govern-
ment they met with opposition from almost every quarter except the Patna
and Allahabad High Courts, and the result of the amsndment even within
this short period has been to shut out almost all appeals to the Divisional
Bench from the judgment of a single Judge of the Calcutta High Court.
Similar results have also been brought about in Burma where a similar law
prevails as will be borne out by the following observations of the Civil Justice
Committee at page 351 :

“We understand that in Burma where the Letters Patent appeal only lies upon
certificate, such appeals arc seldom permitted by reason that it is considered that the
proper time to insist upon the exceptional importande or difficulty of a case is before the
single Judge proceeds to deal with it.”

The result thus has been a curious one. An appeal lies under the law
“only when the Judge who passed the judgment declares that the case is
a fit one for appeal,” and he refuses to give the declaration because he has
himself dealt with the case. The principle of vesting the executive with powers
to establish Courts and to invest them with whatever powers the executive
might choose had led to the establishment of the Star Chamber Court in
English history and had been condemned in no uncertain voice in England,
and it is high time that it should find no place in the Statute-book of any civi-
lized country. Similar restrictions have been embodied in the fundamental
laws in many modern constitutions, and I submit that similar provisions
ought to be embodied in our country. With these words, I commend my
Resolution to the acceptance of this House.

Tue Honougasrne Mr. H. G. HAIG (HoME SkcrRETARY): Sir, the
Honourable Member has described the system under which powers are
af present vested in High Courts, but I may perhaps restate the
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position in my own words. By scction 106 of  the (tovernment of
!ndl'a Act Jurlsdlgmnn and powers in relation (o the administration of
Justice, the appointment of ministerial officers and power to make rules
reglllatlpg the practice of the Court are vested in High Cousts hy Letters
Patent issued by His Majesty. That is the first pm('v.\:x. Then His Majesty
ha.s_ power, as, I submit, is only natural, to amend the procedure or p«.)\\'ﬂ}‘“'
which he has prescribed by the issue of further Letters Patent. i the sane
time the Letters Patent are also by a provision included in them sabject to the
leglsla'tlvc powers of the Governor General in Council. So that, in eflect,
there is concurrent authority for amending Loetters Patent cither by the ixsue
of further Letters Patent or by legislation under the powers of the Governor
General in Council.

Now, Bir, as far as [ understand the Honourable Mover, he merely proposes
that the power of amendment at present vested in His Majesty should be taken
away and that this power should be confined to the Indian Legishiture, He
mnay in ma.kmg this demand possibly congratulate himsell on h?.\' maderation,
if moderation is regarded by him as avirtue.  But, 1 (hink. thal logically he
ought to go further. If it is reasonable for the original pu\.w:n fo he T.-ui(l down
b'y Letters Patent, then, Sir, I submit, it is not lr;tm-:mnn;nl;l‘u that modifica-
tions should als'() be made under the same  procedure. 1 my .||nnmlm|)lu
frlel}d really dgmrcs to attack the whole system of Letters Patent as laid down in
section 106 of thc Government of India Act, he is of course raising a large
gutestlon of principle on which different views may be held. 1 was pn:(‘i('uln,rTY
ls?uzreﬁzeg.ltlo S‘ee tlllffdt' different views were actually held by a body which, 1 am
o E) 1 r(l,gar( as very authoritative. 1 am sure that as a good menber of
oy ev:rf;rgl“:(s)id :;tt}}’nl»n}{t:m zlt);lm“ he wo:ll(l ..\*ul)s‘('ril‘w, and prohably subsceribe
pose that he has ri/veu I’l().'"‘ 0 the All Parties Conference. and 1 do 1.11)(, sup-
Soudying them ‘Ig,am ’ l‘l‘\)f‘sll}‘)}')()rt to those pmpns;n;ls \\'nl.umt reading and
uions of the All- Parties C:)L;fbx 0‘1‘9 lfllt{ert~ste(i to see t,h'u.l, in l,lu.' final recommenda-
T At \ %‘r(.‘nm., eport the provistons of the Government of
India anfrespcct of the establishment of High Courts are practically repro
exemis\:(;fmhor wo)rd. It is contemplated that the several High (ourts should
o thepOV&_’b?S 8is are Yested in them by Letters Patent, and furthet,

d U , Luette establishing or vesting jurisdiction, powers
gal;ei?t‘:;}sm;:{eﬁa Iilégileizmll‘t ﬁnay be mnond(fd frop\ time to time by a lfurbl.ld'
. seems, therefore, that in this matter great authorities

differ.

makillllzgasrllx}élfzieigxujo?tggi&r‘}q to me to be neither the time nor the method for
to take stops now tlo ‘“vne ,dctl}.lw?%o. We are invited to take steps, presumably
change which the’HOI(I I‘lbl‘ l(V[ ‘9\'Crnm(.nt of India Act, w0 as to produce the
able Member cannot }?(;t;«;wi l]l(:::}ll)(;:‘ ﬂllgg“ﬁ‘*.. But | think that the Howstt
i8 in exis . L ¢ may desire it, ignore the fact that there
céi\;ge?li:fi?lcees?lll))'(:i{sk(,no“I}II 1;1 t_he Ind.lan. Statut.,ory Commission which has in-
diary. It would]not b: which it l}as invited opinions the Courts and the judi-
press any definite Opinionpgoptf', Sir, for the Government at, this stage to ex-
ject, with a view to drawi 0 this matter_. As u means of ventilating the sub-

! 0 drawing the attention of the Indian Statutory Commission

)
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to the Tlonourable Member’s views, I welcome the Resolution, and I only
regret that the THonourable Member’s convictions will not allow him to press
his views on the Commission in a more direct manner. But this is a matter
which clearly will come under the consideration of the Commission and it is
elear that the Government cannot commit itself on this proposal, I must
therefore ask the Council to oppose the motion. _

*Pyr HONOURABLE MR. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY : 8ir,
I just want to make & few observations with regard to some of the remarks made
by the Honourable Mr. Haig. One is about the Report of the All-Parties Con-
ference. With regard to that, my submission is that the framers of that Report
have made it clear that that Report has to be taken as a whole. When we get
Dominion status it will not matter whether the Letters Patent are changed by
executive order or by legislation because in that case the executive will be
entirely responsible to the Legislature. Asregards the time being inopportune,
I may say that on all important occasions, it has been the custom of the Govern-
ment to say that the time is inopportune because there is some Commission or
other in the country. We have been asked to postpone many beneficial
measures on account of the existence of the Agricultural Commission, and we
do not know low long we will have to wait for this measure also because of
the Simon Commission. With these words, I commend my Resolution.

Tur HoxourapLe The PRESIDENT : The question I8 :—

“ That, the following Resolution be adopted :
“This Council recommends to the Governor General in Council to take steps to have
the Government of India Act so amended as to prevent the powers and procedure of
the High Courts in India from being changed by cexecutive orders of His Majesty

in Council.” ™’
The mot on was negatived.
Tar Hovouraprt tie PRESIDENT : The Honourable Mr. Khaparde
and the Honourable Mr. Chari have both informed me that they do not intend
to move the Resolutions] standing in their names.

STATEMENT OF BUSINESS. -

Tar HonourapLk KnaN BAHADUR St MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH
(Leader of the House) : Nir, owing to the course which events have taken in
another place, the only official legislative husiness which it would be possible
to place before the Conneil this week is the consideration of the Bilt further tc
amend the Indian Mines Aet, which was laid on the table yesterday. 1
should he rehictant to put Honourable Members to the trouble of attending

a meeting of the Council for the sole purpose of proceeding with this smal

* Speech not cor recied by the Honourable Member.
Tar HoNOURABLE MR. (+. S. KHAPARDE to move the following Resolution -

¢ This Council recommends to the Governor General in Council that the pay anc
allowances of the clerical cadre of the Postal and R. M. 8. employees of Berar, Wardha
and Khanda Districts, he paised to the lewel of the scale granted to Ahmedabad, viz.

Rs. H0—5 -150.7

Tur HoNOURABLE
¢ This Couneil recommends to the Governor (eneral in Council to take steps to reliev

the agricultural indebtedness in Indiaand to cstablish land mortgage Banks in India,

Mg. P, (.. D, Ciart to move the following Resolution :
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{Sir Muhammad Habibullah.]

‘B_il_l, and I would suggest for your consideration that in the circumstanees no
_fhrthor mecting should be held during the course of the present week.  There
is anoﬂrer item of pending official business, namely, the discussion of the motion
standing in my name on the subject of the election of Members of this Council
to the Central Committee to sit with the Statutory Commission, 1 under-
stand that you have heen pleased to accord your consent under rule 24 A to the
moving of this motion and that copies of the motion have been distributed
to Honourable Members in their places. It is for you, Sir, to decide the length
of time which must elapse before this motion is placed on the list of husiness.
On the assumption that you will be prepared to allow the motion to be tabled
for Tuesday next, the 18th September, which would ordinarily he the date of
the first official meeting next week, the Bill to which 1 have referred would also
be placed on the list of business for that day.

Tar HoNouranLe ThE PRESIDENT : In view of what the Honourable
the Leader of the House has said, T am practically compelled to cancel the
megting which has been fixed for to-morrow. With regard to the motion of
which he has given notice, and of which copies have been distributed to Honour-
able Mem’bers in their places, it can hardly have taken the House hy sur-
prise in view of the Resolution which was adopted last Session; and " there-
fore I think that, if, as he suggests, I allow the motion to be put on the list
of business for next Tuesday, Honourable Members will have plenty of time to
prepare themsclves to deal with it, .

The Council then adjourned till Ele ft /) the 17U
Septenber. 1098, i ven of the Clock on Monday, the 17th

The Council met in the Council Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, the
Honourable the President in the Chair.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

LOANS RAISED BY THE (GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AND PROVINCIAL (ROVERNMENTS.

58. Tag HonouraBre S MANMOHANDAS RAMJI VORA : Will
Government be pleased to furnish a statement showing :

(@) the amount of loans raised by the Government of India every year
in the decade 1903—13, .

(b) the amount of loans raised by the Government of India for Provin-
cial Governments every year during the decade 1903—13,

(c) the amount of loans raised by the Government of India every
year from 1920 to 1928, and

(d) the amount of loans raised by the Provincial Governments every
year from 1920 to 1928 ¢ o

Tre HoNourABLE M. E. BURDON : For the years up to 1926-27 inclu-
sive, the Honourable Member will find the requisite information in the Finance
and Revenue Accounts, vide, for example, accounts Nos. 82 and 82A ‘in the
Finance and Revenue Accounts for 1926-27. I must explain, however, that no
loans were raised by the Government of India specifically for Provincial Govern-
ments prior to the Reforms. The loans raised in the open market in 1927-28
were as follows :— :

By the Government of India in India .. Rs. 19,53,79,000
By the Secretary of State for India in England £ 7,500,000
By Provincial Governments .. .- Nil

SALE OF SILVER BY THE (GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ¥rOM 1sT APRIL 1927 TO
30tu JUNE 1928.
59. Tue HonourasLk Sir PHIROZE SETHNA : Will Government
state :— :

(@) What is the total amount of silver sold by the Government of India
from 1st April 1927 to 30th June 1928 ¢

(b) Have Government accepted the recommendations of the Hilton-Young
Commission in this respect ?

(c) Do Government adhere to the programme for holdings of silver in
the Paper Currency Reserve as laid down in the Reserve Bank Bill ?

Tre HoNouraBLE MR. E. BURDON : (a) The silver sold in the financial
year 1927-28 amounted to 9-19 million fine ounces. The Government of India
are not prepared to give information regarding subsequent sales as to do
so would not be in the public interest. :

‘ (59 )
M5808
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(6) and (¢) Thesal sdo .10t at the moment indicate anvthi 2 it
; ] 800.1 ything more defimte
ﬂ“n that the silver holdings in the Paper Currency Reserve are far too large.
Ihey stand at about 104 crores which is 19 crores, more than the basic figure
of the 30th April 1926 on which the Currency Commission based their proposals.

I Um‘m“;;m AT THE BEGINNING OF EVERY MONTH OF THE FIGURE INDICATING
THE WAYS AND MEANS PosITION oF THE (10VERNMENT OF [NDIA, ETC.

%0.‘THE HONOU'RAB.LE Sik PHIROZE SETHNA : (a)Have Government
?0(11151 'red the publication at the beginning of every month of the figure
indicating the Ways and Means position of the Government of India for the

period commencing from the beginning of . d
i ) g of the official yea to the en
of the month immediately preceding in respect of -0— cial year up to th

(1) revenue received,
(2) expenditure incurred,

and also publish the figures showing as at the end of the preceding month,
(3) total amount of Treasury bills outstanding,
(4) total amount of bills in the hands of the public,
(5) loans from the Imperial Bank of India, and
(6) loans from the public departments §

(b) Will Government state if it is

to publish such figures week by week ? the established practice in England

(c) If such figures are not publi in K i '
{ published in England in the fo tated 1B

a) above, parti ‘hat ure publi

sn)England‘;m Government state what are the particulars that are publishe
Tue HoNourasrLe Mr. E. BURDON :

Eﬁglﬁggge}:‘ubl};}}:. wge_zk by week figures of the kind mentioned by the Honour-
. 18 disposes of parts (b) and}(c) of s question.

As - . . -
vde ﬁ?g}?rgﬁeps;;(t) rf:l)l,rib?:n ﬁil::{)le ;t is 1mptossible to Tachieve the promp';,li.
> > r suggests, owing to the fact that the
;'::;‘epzzglfb(j::’)?rltlinent l.iC‘Cl‘ll(‘., and disbursements havi to be made, at a very
large country. and t;ﬁ}:ur;es. a}?d sub-treasuries, distributed all over this very
T oot cc;m e 0 (; ‘the fact that the 'accounts of the Government of
and the High CO};nmi;:ilus - include th? transactions of the Secretary of State
the Government of Loy iOm*]r. I take it th-e Honourable Member is aware that
o Statomont ot T aa rea(zy publish in the Gazette of India once a month
Roturn ot Rupee Deﬁ:ue and Expendltu.re in India and in England, as also 8
communicatan b b Ponce a quarter. ! Figures relating to Treasﬁry balancesare
ront will oot ress monthly by thp Controller of the Currency. Govern-
sider the possibility of putting the statistics into & more conven-

?xé‘:dnignmtgrehgnzze :?::ildan}? of publishing them in the Gazette of Indis
month cannot be made availa,ble',(mlever’ that the figures for any particular

month. about three months after the close of the

It is the established practice in

Ter HoNourABL: Sir 'P
‘ikely date from which these sHIROZE 1L HNA : Moy 1 ack what is the

tatistics will be published ?

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. ] 61

Tae HonouraBLE Mr. E. BURDON :  We have not come to any decision
yet. We have not yet settled what I have described as the more convenient
and comprehensive form. As soon as that is settled we will start it. :

REGULATIONS UNDER WHICH LABOUR EMPLOYED ON THE AssaM Tea GARDENS
1S RECRUITED.

61. The HONOURABLE SIR PHIROZE SETHNA: Will Government
be pleased to state :—

(1) what are the regulations, if any, under which labour employed
on the Assam Tea Gardens is recruited ?

(2) whether the employer is bound by law to provjde adequate housing
accommodation, medical facilities to coolies working on the
tea gardens and schools for their children ?

(3) whether the employer is bound by law to pay a'cgrtain minimum
wage to each working cooly and what is such minimum wage ?

(4) whether the employer is bound to pay wages at certain definite
times, if so, when ?

(5) whet!er a cooly can be imprisoned or punished in any way for &
breach of his contract of service ?

(6) the functions of the Assam Labour Board and its Chairman !

Trr HoNoURABLE Mi. A. G. CLOW : (1) The Assam Labour and Kmi-
gration Act and the rules and notifications issued thereunder.

(2) to (5) The answer is in the negative.

(6) They are responsible for the supervision of assisted emigration to Assam
with a view to the prevention of abuses.

TrE IMPERIAL AIRWAYS, LIMITED.

62. Tur HonourasrLe Stk PHIROZE SETHNA : (a) Will Governmen®
state whether it is intended by the Imperial Airways, Ltd. to whom, accord-
ing to the official memorandum, a subsidy is to be given, to register a branch
in India with rupee capital and Indian Directors ¢

(b) Have Government received any definite proposals from them, and,
if so, what ¢

Tre HoNoURABLE Mr. A. G. CLOW : (a) The Government of India un-
derstand that a company in which Imperial Airways, Limited, are interested has
been registered in India ; but they have no particulars regarding the composi-
tion of its directorate.

As the Honourable Member’s question contains a statement which if it were
to pass unquestioned, would give rise to serious misapprehension, I should
like, Sir, with your permission to add that in no memorandum have the G(?vem-
ment of India either announced or even proposed the grant of a subs.xdy'to
Imperial Airways or any other particular company. They are copsidering
the possibility of offering subsidies for the development of air mail routes, but
any such offer would be made to the public generaliy by means of a call for

tenders. 9
A



62 . COUNCIL OF STATE. [17TH SEP. 1928.
(b) Certain proposals for subsidised ai

) rtal ' air routes were made by Imperial

Airways, Limited, in March 1927 ; but as these specific proposals we};e no}t and

are not being pursued, Government i
served by publishing them. nt consider that no useful purpose would be

TAKING O N
vER OF BLockx No. 8 on T1HE Back Bay Rrcramarion, Bompay,

BY THE : OF
MENTH GOVERNMENT OF BoMBAY ON BEHALF OF THE MILITARY DEPART-

63. T R .
o HE HonouraprLe Sik PHIROZE SETHNA: Will Governnient

; g l X (B ay hd\/(/ approac h("/(l th( n t()[
b&k I, over b Ock Iq 0. 8 on t}ll(: B&(l\ Bay 1{(;(1].8:“"“}1()", B()Illhd 3 on ])( ha‘lf

(b) whetler there will ba loss of i i .
3 108: nterest if the take over the .
at once and the amount of such loss. ey take over the building

(¢) Will they please lay on the table correspondence on this subject ?

" I-IIIIS EXCbPiLLENCY THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF : (a) The attention of
it ono;u}‘ls: e Merpber is invited to the answer given on 30th August 1927 to
ﬁ? gz) of his question No. 88. 1 may mention that my answer then was that
e Government of India pointed out no difficulties as regards Plot No. 8
and ths.it. it will be taken over as soon as it is in a fit condition for use b milif;ﬂ'};
~authorities and properly levelled for purposes of surface drainagol. - |

(b) This part of the question is not underst i i
o th 8 : rstood.  There is no question of
tBail‘:lcig N?:esr ie;ny tbulidmgt_ with bl(l)ck No. 8 from the Local Golvvrnm«-nt.
. not yet entirely reclaimed from the s : : neve
boon any building om it y om the sea, and there has never

b (¢) Thti maifn decisions \;’ure not reached by means of correspondence but

y personal conferences, anc it would therefore be of little use :

with the Honourable Member’s request. o of little use to comply
~ Tue Honourasrk S1r PHIROZE SETHNA : I think there is a printer’s

mistake,—I mean the word *land” and not “ building ** under (h).

His ExceLLENcY THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: © ;
a portion of Plot 8 the halance has not vet t een take;x O‘X;hﬂ\(‘ taken ovet

AmoUNT oF CustoMs REVENUE DERIVED FROM Papkr anD PrinminG INK
DURING THE YEAR 1927-28.

64. Tae HoxourasLE Sik PHIROZE SETHNA: Wi

V1 : 11 ani.
pleased_ to state whaﬁ amount of customs revenue has been aergggzﬁi:‘vn; bl‘
and printing ink during the year 1927-28 ? pap

Tae HonouraBLE MR. E. BURDON - Paper including Stationery—

Rs.
(+) Unprotected .. o .. 49 2')8‘%27
3 P tec ed ‘ .. gy 2T gt
() Protect . . . .. 2534215

Printer’s Ink .. v e . .. 87,413

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. ' 63

EXEMPTION OF IMMIGRANTS TO INDIA FROM THE PAssPoRT REGULATIONS.

65. TeE HONOURABLE S PHIROZE SETHNA: Will @overnment

please state whether any class of immigrants to India are exempt from the

passport regulations and, if so, why ¥

Tae HoNouraBLE Mr. B. J. GLANCY : No class of immigrants as such
is exempted. The passport rules however only apply to persons entering British
India by sea, by air, or by the Chaman, Khyber, or Nushki land routes ; and
there are certain other general exemptions, which are stated in Rule 5.

Tag HoNOURABLE SIR PHIROZE SETHNA : Do Government propose

to relax the passport rules, as has been done in other countries ?
Tae HonouraBLE MB. B. J. GLANCY : Not that I know of, Sir.

ORDERS FOR L.OCOMOTIVES, WaGONS AND SPARE PARTS PLACED ON BEHALF
oF THE RATLWAY BOARD IN THE UnitED KINGDOM AND ON THE CONTINENT

oF EUROPE.

66. Tne HONOURABLE SiR PHIROZE SETHNA : Will Government be
pleased to state the amount of orders placed on behalf of the Railway Board—

(@) in the United Kingdom, and
(b) on the (Continent of Europe,
since April 1928 in respect of locomotives, wagons and spare parts both on

capital and on revenue account ?

Tur HonourasLe Stk GEOFFREY CORBETT : 1 regret that figures for
the period mentioned by the Honourable Member are not available. Those for
the whole year will, asin previous years, be given in Appendix A of the Report by
the Railway Board on Indian Railways, except that it is not possible, without
more labour than the compilation would be worth, to show separately the
figures for purchases in the United Kingdom and elsewhere abroad.

AMOUNT OF CAPITAL ATTRACTED FROM INDIA FOR SOUTH AFRICAN ORANGE
FarMs AND NEW ZEALAND ForesT COMPANIES.

67. Tur HoNOURABLE SIR PHIROZE SETHNA : (a) Will Government
gtate whether they have any information as to the amount of capital from
India, which has been attracted during the last two years for—

(i) South African Orange Farms, and

(18) New Zealand Forest Companies !

b) Do Government take any steps 0 check and prevent a doubtful
enterprise from collecting money in India by attractive advertisements ?

Tre HoNouraBLE MR. E. BURDON : (a) The reply is in the negative.

(b) Government have not hitherto found it necessary to take any suth

steps.
AMENDMENT OF ‘e InDIAN COMPANIES ACT.
68. Tur HONOURABLE SIR PHIROZE SETHNA: (a) Will Government
be pleased to state whether they have received the final recommendations for
the amendment of the Companies Act in the United Kingdom ?
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‘if 80, do i
®) Government propose to circulate the same and elicit

opinions of commeércial bodie- irabili :
Indian Companies 4t le<as to the desirability of similar changes in the

Tae H . .
was passed S;%Z?ﬁ:;lﬂ St»IR GEOOFP REY CORBETT: The Companies Act
received, the Governnfn On_the -n(? August last.  As soon as copies have been
» ent will consider the revision of the Indian (‘ompanies

Act.

UMBER OF CASES DEALT wiT
N SES DEALT WITH BY THE RaTks EnQuiry (ommirree SINCE
ITS KSTABLISHMENT.,

69. Tae Honour 71 Qe
pleased to state ... ABLE SIR PHIROZE SETHNA: Will (fovernment be

) . i‘ 1' Iienl‘ denlt‘ “ll h b‘ lhe RM(‘H All(]llily (‘(”“"l“/ ’
b y O ] y &
( ) f the\e ltenl‘ relerr (l 0 the b b “ ne
]](Iw man S S )Ie e t h(} l;()[[[ & I res) 16 1¢ ?

T D nl Al
HE HoNourabLE SiR GEOFFREY CORBETT : (@) 19 cases have been

submitted to the Rat : \ .
6. Rates Advisory Committee of which they have disposed of

{b) None of the :
idency. e 6 cases so far disposed of related to the Bombay

(¢) Yes.

Tae Hownour .
uader (c). Ak Sk PHIROZE SETHNA : May I know the names

Tae Howou 2
!lere, Sir. RABLE S;R GEOFFREY CORBETT: 1 have not got them

RATE war
IN
THE CHARGES FOR THE TRANSPORT OF RICE FrROM RANGOON
AND Bommay.

70. T
COnaideredHfthé«ouanE Sie PHIROZE SETHNA : (a) Have Government
port of o effect of the recent rate warfare in the cha for th -
ice from Rangoon and Bombay ? res for the trans

~_ (b) In the event of
golntic cartel likel
ave G

y to ;:e}l:é?; (i;(ljl bi'm:,tion in restraint of trade or of mono-
kit e interests of the agri : .

oV ricu st P
er! ent any power at pl‘eSent to intercede , g Iturists of lnd] ,

" {e) Will G
legislation ag;;;::n;lent b; pleased to state whether they intend to initiate
P o wh Banst onopolies to the prejudice of the public in India on the
similar legislation exists in the United Kingdom ?

Tue HoNouraBLE Si
ha ) R GEOFFRE .
18Ve not received information of any suzx Sﬁ?&g_ﬂ * (@) The Government

-{b): No. .
(c) No.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, o5

NDED BY THE TARIFF BOARD AGAINST THE FIXING

SAFEGUARDS RECOMME
CHARGES BY AGREEMENTS BETWEEN VARIOUS O

or MoNOPOLISTIC
CoOMPANIES.

71. Tue Ho
Board recommended any safeg
the fixing of monopolistic charges by agre
panies ?

Tur Honovrabii Sim GEOFFREY CORBETT: 1 would refer the
Honourable Mewber to Chapter VI of the Minority report, a copy of which

he has, T hope, now received.
FinaNcial COMMITMENTS IN RESPECT OF CiviL AVIATION.

79. Tug HoNOURABLE SIR PHIROZE SETHNA : Will Government be

pleased to state what financial commitments they have finally made in

respect of civil aviation on behalf of the Central Government for the years

1928-29, 1929-30 and 1930-31?

Tre HonouraBLE Mr. A, G. CLOW : The present commitments, includ-
ing expenditure under the head © Civil Works ” attributable to the civil avia-
tion programme, involve an approximate estimated expenditure of Rs. 7,24,000
in the current financial year, Rs. 4,00,000 in 1929-30 and Rs. 2,40,000 in 1930-

31.

NourapLe Sk PHIROZE SETHNA : Has the Tariff
uards in the interests of the consumer against
ements between various Qil Com-

ResoLuTioN re RuPEE TENDERS.

73. Tug HovouraBLE Sir PHIROZE SETHNA : (a) Will Government
be pleased to state when they intend to give effect to the resplution passed
by the Assembly in 1924 for all tenders of Government requirements to be
called in India in rupees ?

(b) Will Government state why there has been delay in introducing
this system ?

Tae HoNoURABLE MR. A. G. CLOW : () I would refer the Honourable
Member to the Government of India’s resolution on the subject which was
published in the Gazette of India on Saturday last and to the draft rules append-
ed to that Resolution.

(b) The inter-departmental committee which was appointed to consider
the revision of the rules held its last meeting on 21st January last, Having
regard to the intricacy and importance of the questions involved, I do ribb think
that an unduly long period has been occupied in the consideration of these ques-

tions by the authorities concerned.

SEPARATE CAPITAL AND REVENUE ACCOUNTS POR GovERNMENT TELEPHONR
LiNES. '

74. Tae HovourapLe Sir PHIROZE SETHNA: Will Government be

pleased to state:
(a) whether separate capital and revenue accounts are kept for Govern-

ment telephone lines ?

(b) what progress has been made in commercialising these accounts !

(c) whether Government are making a profit or a loss on the' 'ennco
which they are offering in the matter of trunk felephones?
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Trx HoNoURABLE MR, A, G. CLOW :

the telephone undertakings of the Governm (@) Not for individual lines but for

ent as a whole.

(b) Telephone ac
counts T
accounts of the Department. have been commercialised along with the other

(¢) No, as n :
s 0 separate account is maintained for the trunk telephones.

TaxaT:
ON 0O
F Brass aND ALummniUM INGOTS AND SHEETS.

awa.r?éhfg f)rtg;) zggm}m}? Stk I.)HIROZE SETHNA :
of numerous small fa:t?);?;:lmn ingots and sheets, which

In India at the same rate at

(@) Are (iovernment

a1 are the raw materis

w*;llr'ldh of ar‘tlflcers making utensils, ete., are taxed

1 ich the finished article is taxed ¢

o g ave Govgrnment received any
rms against this practice ?

(c) Are Government c
before next budget time ?

complaints from commercial bodies
onsideri . .
ng reducing the rate for the raw mut.erlal

TBE H "
ONOURABLE Stk GEOFFREY CORBETT : («) and (b). Yes.

(¢) The Gov .

which it is repr(:asz;ltlinde:}:a(t)ft}Indm have referred to the Tariff Board cases it
fact that the duty on the fi T ;0 dwelf’}m_‘ent of an industry is hampered by the
which have ta be im; th )l;m led. artic'e is lower than the duty on the materials
finished article and ‘rhla(t) n;(tlf(ir ity manufacture. But when the duty on the
same, there is no inequalit ’"f mat,”'“'" mmported for its mumlf:l('tur(: are the
ernment recognised that i y of tariff treatment. At the same time, the Gov-

'd that 1t is in the interests of industrial (ll’\'l‘l()l)nl(u’lf {hat the

duties on th

lutl e raw materials of :

disties are bein;z reducif;ln::h of industries should be aslow as possible, and such
. . re . . S8 ' K

permit, moved as opportunity and financial considerations

" Tue Hon i
consideration i(;lLizBI;itS;;R ;’HIROZE SETHNA : Will they be taken into
' udget, and may any further reductions be v.\'pected ?

Tre HoNoURABLE §
4 IR GEOFFR als AN . . .
to announce our intentions in advanc:} (}; Sglife;:i'l};lu.dg(}tt B ot aur hbit, 5

- Exme
_ NSION OF WORKSHOPS oF Stamk RamLwavs

76. Tae Honoura
Please state the total 0‘? LE S;ik PHIROZE SETHNA: Will Government

. tlay on the extendi .
since the A_cworth Committee’s Repor;(w:s ;‘;%e?‘feg(;rkshOPS of State railways

Sik GEOFFREY
they. have . - CORBETIT: G %
not got the information asked for, and tha ﬁ:eié‘mmﬁﬁﬁéifeix?d

l u

TrE HoNOURABLE

Cx.qsmo or Ramwway Worksnors

npyeed e Tz .Honbm '
Pfeue state which railw:;n Sie PHIROZE S8ETHNA: Will Government

Raven Committee’s Reportv;m}mhom1 have been shut up as the result of the

Rl
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Tug Hoxourapie S GEOFFREY CORBETT: The Locomotive
Shops at Karachi and Rawalpindi.

The Carriage and Wagon Shops at Rawalpindi.

The Carriage Shops at Karachi.

The Wagon Shops at Sukkur.

ADOPTION OF THE SYSTEM OF ACCOUNTS SUGGESTED IN THE ReporT OF SIR
ARTHUR DICKINSON IN StaTE RAILWAY WORKSHOPS.

78. TuE HONOURABLE gir PHIROZE SETHNA : (@) Will Government
state whether the system of accounts suggested by the Dickinson Report has
been adopted in the State Railway workshops ?

(b) Is the manufacture of any parts in State Railway workshops being
done cheaper to-day than the prices at which such parts could be secured
either in England or in India ? _

Tur HONOURABLE SIR GEOFFREY CORBETT: (a) There are many
recommendations regarding workshop accounting in Sir Arthur Dickinson’s
Report, and itis difficult to reply in the compass of an answer given in this House
to the Honourable Member’s question. A complete memorandum on the
subject will shortly be placed before the Standing Finance Committee for
Railways, and a copy of it will be sent to the Honourable Member.

(b) The question is still under examination.

CONTROL EXERCISED BY THE RAILwWAY BOARD OVER THE STORES PURCHASED
BY THE DIFFERENT RAILWAYS. _

79. Tue HonourasL Stk PHIROZE SETHNA : Will Government be
pleased to state what kind of control is exercised by the Railway Board
over the stores purchased by the different railway systems ?

Tae HonourasLe Stk GEOFFREY CORBETT : The State-managed
Railways are required to follow the instructionsissued by the Government of
India from time to time with regard to the purchase of stores, and their pur-
chases must conform with any specitications or special requirements laid down
by the Railway Board. These Railways are also required to send copies of all
indents for the purchase of stores abroad to the Indian Stores Department ;
and these indents are scrutinized at monthly meetings by representatives of the
Railway Board and the Indian Stores Department in order to see that they do
not contain any item which can be purchased in India.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CINEMA COMMITE‘EE. .

80. Tag HonourapLe Sik PHIROZE SETHNA : Will Government
gtate when they propose to take action in accordance with the recommendations

of the Cinema Committee with regard to—
(a) the Central Cinema Department, and
(b) the Central Board of Censors

Tae HonourasLe Mr. H. G. HAIG: Government have taken the
recommendations in question under their consideration, but some time rrust
_ elapee before it i possible to secure the views of Local Governments and ta

reach final conclusions on the proposals.
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81.
plosssd tTOH:taIgeo?htilza::ioSIfI;rPHIRQZE tSETHNA: Will Government be
a8 s ! any private capital has heen at
Bmtx;fh India for. putting up buildings in New Dg)llhil? 1 boen atraoted from
80, what is the Approximate amount thereof 2
" Tae HonougapLg M. A (. CLOW : Yes Onl
be mount of money spent on buildi; |
ably of the order of 20 lakhs of rup
Btates or their Rulers, -

THE HoNourayy Stk P .
of the value of the ]Ial:uIS;R PHIROZR SETHNA: Ty the 20 laks exclusive

TrE HoNovranne M L ,
buildings 2lom. Mr. A G. (C'LOWw :

' . Y a very rough estimate of
105 18 pn.jsnblo » but the total sum is prob-
w8, This exelides expenditure by Indian

I think that it relates to the

CONIRACI F THE s Vs F ~ L8 K {
OR TH ( ARRI AGE 0
'Al S BETW EEN ]Al\ ‘LAND AND ]NDIA WIT

THE P ST \
P. & O STEAM Navication CoMpany,

plea 22.8 tE;E; HonourasLe Sir PHIROZE SETHNA:  Will (lovernment
(a) wh%nn tlhe ;xisting contract for tle carriage of mails between
theg Pan& t:)ndsar:dm was entered into between Government and

. - Steam Navigation (Yo, ?

(8) for how many years this contract ig entered into 7

(¢) whether the amount payable every mont, /

and what is such amount or amounts ?

(2) on what basjs was the amount or amounts fixed ?

. .
(e) Whagrevav:s vézhe amount paid by Government in the years of the
ar and the ten years prior to the Great War ¢
TrE HoNouraprx Mr. A. G. cLOW .

Honourable Member i being colloct The information required by the

: ed and will be supplied as soon as possible.
RALwAY BETWEEN InDI1A AND BurMma.

83. Tre Honouy
be plossen . oo j.wm Sik PHIROZE SETHNA ;
(a) at what point it is intended to
. India with the Burma Railwac)?[?meCt the
(b) if any survey of this or any route has been made ?
(c) what is the estimated cost of g .
(@) why fthis programme hag been held up ?
Tue HoNourasLe St GEQFF :
‘Proposal for connecting India and BE?HT:;CORBETT Pl

© (8 I would refer the H
the Honourable M. Kumar gggli;ibgaiiember to t}'u‘ reply which I gave to

Bth March, 1927,

‘ (¢) A rough forecast
Akyab and the Ap passs of the cost of the southern route g Chittagong>

“voute Rs. § cropes 18 Rs. 10 crores, and of the northern or Hukong Valley

Will Government

systems of railway in

There is no present

by railway.

h is the same or varying, '
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(d) Because there is no hope of the construction of such a fline being
remunerative at present.

STRIKES ON RArLways.

84, Tae HonourasLE SiR PHIROZE SETHNA : [(a) Wil.l Govetnm?nt
be pleased to state the number of occasions with dates and particulars during
the last ten years when there was any strike on a Railway and wfhenasucoe.ss-
ful or unsuccessful attempt was made by strikers or others to interfere with
train traffio ?

() Do Government propose to acquire any ad@itiom.il powers to secure
public safety against strikers or any others tampering with means of public

communication ?

Tae HonNouraBLe Sik GEOFFREY CORBETT: (a) A statement
giving the information for the last 9 years, so far as this is readily available,
is placed on the table.

(b) The criminal law already provides adequate powers to deal with per-
sons who can be proved to have committed or to have instigated such actions,
and no proposal is under consideration for taking additional powers of this
kind.

Statement of Strikes on railways sinee November 1919.

{

Date of | Date of
com- ter.
Railways. mence- | mina- Btaff affected.
ment. tion.

Partioulars of attempts
to interfere with train
traflic.

East India Railway.. |1.12-19 | 16-1-20 | (Jamalpur Workshop| Some  boulders  were
staff). placed on the night of
4th January 1925 npear
Jamalpur and minor
damages were done to a
passenger engine,
Madras and Southern | 26.2.20( 6.4.20 (Workshop staff, Hubli)| None.
Mahratta Railway. '

Burma Railways .. | 22.4.20 | 11-5.20 (Insein Workshops, | Deo.
- Burma).
North Western Rail- | 22-4.20 | 10-6-20 (Carriage and Wagon | Do,
way. Shops, Moghalpura
but spread to other
Departments).
Bombay, Baroda and | 20-5-20 ( 21-5-20 | (Bulsar and Bandra, | Do.
Central India Rail- Parel and running
way. sheds).

Great India Peninsula | 25-5-20 | 31-5-20 | (Workshop Staft at | Strikers did some damage
Railway. Bandra, Parel and to interlocking arrange-
| Matunga). - ments and cabins. and

stoned passenger trains.

_Southern India Rsil. | 4.6.20 14620 ' (Workshop Staff at | None.

way. Negapatam).
Madras and Southérn | 22.6.20 [ 2.7-20 | (Permanent way gang- { Do.
Mahratts Railway. mgn).

. L T A | A I I
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Date of | Date of

. com- ter- ‘ Particulars of attempts
Railways. mence mina- Staff affected. to interfere with train

l
|

-

{

ment, ! tion. 7 traffic.
l |
I

;
Bengal and  North | 28.6.20{ 3.8.20 ! (Bengal v

<8 and North | None,
Western Railway. ! | Western Railway

] | Loco. shop).
Bengal Nagpur Rail- | 8.10-20 | 8. 10 20, (Tmﬂic staff, Kharg. | Do.
way. F. N. ; pur).

Great India Peninsula |15-10-20 | 7.11.20 | (Loco. Carriage and | Do,

Railway. Wagon Shops, Jhansi).

East Indian Railway 2.2:201 1.4-20 | (Carriage and Wagon | On 28th February 1920
! shops. Lillooah). loose rails were placed
} on the permanent way
but no accident was

caused to trains.

BO(gnbay, Baro.da. and 10-2-20 ] 24.2.20 ' (Loco.  Carriage and | Strikers  threw  stones
Central India Rail- f ' Wagon shops. Parel, | and attempted to inter-

way. | | Bombay). i lere with traflic.
' H
Burma Railways ., i 25-2-20 ) 14-6-21 ' (Traffic staff and VW ork- ! None.
: | shop staff,  Insein,
i Burma).

i !

Eastern Bengal Rail- | 3.321| 6.6.21] (Loco. Carriage and | Do,
way. i Wagon and Electrical |
shops, Kanchrapara,

! and metre gauge shop, |

' Saidpur). i

| 1

North Western Rail- | 2-5-21 2.7-21| (Loco. Shopw Sukkur) @ Do

way.

Gondal Railway .. | 2.7-21] 29.7.21{ (Most of Traffic staff) | Do,

Bengal and North | 21.7.21| 22.7.21 | (Loco. sho , Gorak | D
Weatern Railway. ( P Sorekpur) 3 *

Gmf: India Peninsula | 17-8-21| 6-9-21 | (Loco. shops,  Perel, ’ Do.
Railway. Bombay). |

Bombay, Baroda and | 5.12.31 | 9-12.21 R ing Shed |
Central India Rail- ( Bombay) - Loreh | Do
way. . i

Esst India Railway.. [15-10-21 [26.10.21 (Karhar-Barri Colliery) ' Do.

East India Railway.. [19.12-21| 6.1.22 (Loco. Running Staff, \One fireman was pulled

Jhaja). . out of a passenger engine
I and struck by strikers.

Eut“lntviil Railway.. | 2.2.22 Middle | (Indian Loco. Staff, - (1) A crowd of 5 or 6
of April | Tundla, but spread to | hundred men stoned two

1922 other Departments ligh
Ight engines on 3lst
. and stations). March 1922 near Asansol
! one fireman being in-

I )ured

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS,

n.

|
Date of | Date of |

com- ter. !
Railways. mence- | mina- | Staff affected.

ment. tion.

Particulars of attempts to
interfere with train
traffic.

l |
| |
|
[
|
|
Rohilkund and | 31-1-22 2()-2-22f (Workshop Staff)
Kumaon Railway.

(Engineering ~ Work-
shop  staff, Arko-

I nam, Madras and
! Southern Mahratta).

Madras and Southern | 2-8-22 21-8-22

Mahratta Railway.

i 4 -1 ieries, East Indian)
East Indian Railway ’ 1-1.23 [ 17-1-23 | (Collieries, Eas
| \

!
19()2‘3 20-6-23 | Menial Yard Staff,

Bongal Nagpur Rail- | Kharagput)
way. 1 ‘
! 4| (Worksho Staff,
Bengal and North |19 12. 23 16-6-2 (Gorakpug).

Western Railway. ’ i

3

(2) On lst April 1922
strikers stoned Asansal
station.

(3) On 4th April 1922 U, eg
Punjab Mail was wreok
by removal of rails at
Mudacanta Block Hut.
6 persons were killed and
a number injured.

(4) The Indian crew of a
goods train were forcib-
ly removed near the Weat
outer Signal, Asansol,
on 5th April 1822,

(6) On 7th April 1922 when
a goods train was about
to start from -Asansol,
a lever frame was found
on the track abont 500
vards in front of the
engine.

(6) On 8th April 1922 a
Goods train was stopped
between Signals near the
Troop siding, Asansol,
owing to the rails being
_greased.

(7) On 9th April 1922 a
goods train was stopped
between Asansol and
Borachuk owing to rails
being greased. 4 wagons
containing stores were
broken open and some
of their contents stolen.

None.

Do.
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Date of { Date of
com- ter- Particulars of attempts
Railways. mmence- | mina- Staff affected. to interfere with train
ment. tion. traffic,
East Indian Reilway | 22-5-24 | 23-5-24 | (Workshop Staff, | None,
: Lillooah).
South Indian Railway | 29-5.24 | 16.6-24 | (Fircmen at Madura Do.
and Podanur Work-
shops).
Bombay, Baroda and | 18-1-26 | 22-1.256 | (Ash pit cleaners) Do.
Central India
Railway. |
North Western Rail- | 18-3-25 | 20-3-25 | (Carriage and Wagon ‘ Do.
way. Shops, Moghulpura).
North Western Rail- | 26-3-25 | 27-6.25 | (Workshop Staff but | Do.
way. spread to other de- |
‘ partments). i
Bombay, Baroda and 19-3-26: -4.25 | (Baroda Locomotive : Do.
Central India ‘ night Shed).
Railway. :
\
Bengal Nagpur Rail- | 1-10-26 | 2-10-26 | (Wagon shops, Kharag- i Do.
way. pur). !
South Indian Railway | 22.9.26 | 23.9-26 | (Carriage Cleaners | Do.
and Sweepers).
|
Bengal Nagpur Rail- | 11.2.27| 0-3-27 | (Workshops, Kharag- , Do.
way. pur). !
Bengal Nagpur Rail- | 7.9.27 | 8-12.27 | (Workshops, Kharag- } Do
way. pur). .
East Indian Railway | 7-3-28| 10-7-28 | (Workshop Staff, Lil- \ (1) Shooting took place

looah, but spread to |
Ondal, Howrah and ;
Asansol). i

at Bamangachi  when
strikers  attempted to
draw men from the Lo-
comotives Yard.

(2) On 9th May 1928 a
passenger train was de-
railed at Dhanbad due
to tempering with rails.

(3) On 8th July 1928 a
passenger train was de-
railed between Belur
and Dankuni stations.
18 killed, 8 injured, and
24 slightly  injured.

Engine and  Coaches
telescoped due to tam-
pering of  permanent
way by strikers,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 3

g

| Date of Datt:ro‘ ' Particulars of at;extnpps
e . to interfere with train
i Staft affected. to in s
i mence- | mina- ¥y
Railways. o, pey traffic
e

1
Sl

i

i

19.7-28 | 80-7-28 (Workshop Staff a.t‘\
\

(1) On 21st July 1928
the Ceylon Bost
was derailed  between
Kattupakkam ] and
Singaperumal Koil. 11
injured and 1 dead.

South Indian Railway Golden Rock, Poda-

nur and Negapatam,

but spread to other
\ departments).

(2) On 23rd July 1928 a
passenger train was de
railed between Kodai-
kanal Road and Ambat-

| turai Stations.

EXPENDITURE ON THE VizaGAPATAM HARBOUR.
85. Tue HONOURABLE SIR PHIROZE SETHNA : (Will Government be
pleased to state :

(a) the expenditure incurred so far in connection with the Vizagapatam
Harbour and the railway connecting thereto by (I) the Railway
Board and by (II) the Madras Government # :

(b) whether the Government of India have made any special grants
towards this work and, if so, the amount thereof ?

(c) what additional outlays are intended to be made, if any ?

Tae HONOURABLE SIR GEOFFREY CORBETT : (a) and (b) The ex-
penditure on Vizagapatam Harbour to the end of June 1928 was 1074 lakhs,
and on the Raipur Vizianagram Railway to the end of March 1928 was 112
lakhs. These are the latest periods for which ﬁgu'res are at present available,
The amounts are chargeable to Central anfl Railway revenues respectively.
The Madras Government is not financing either the harbour or the railway.

() According to theYlatest estimates expenditure of about 120 lakhs has
still to be incurred on the harbour and of 282 lakhs on the railway. These
figures do not include interest during construction.

RECRUITMENT OF THE MINISTERIAL STAFF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

SECRETARIAT THROUGH THE PusLic SERVICE COMMISSION.

86. TeE HONOURABLE gz PHIROZE SETHNA :  (a) Will Government
state wilich of the Government of India Departments 'do:their rpcz_‘uiting direct-
ly, and which of them do it through the Public Service Commission ¢
' here are any Departments that are not using the Public Service
Comr(fxzssliforf e:v(;ll Gover};lment be pleased to state the reasons therefor ?

HonourasLe Mr. H. G- HAIG : (a) and (b)) T understand that
the %‘Il:)iouro:;ﬂe Member asks for information 1n respect of the minisberial

. iat offices is normally made through
taff. Recruitment to the Secretana ; .
:ﬁ: Public Service Commission. The Railway Department is, however,
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exempted from this requirement, as in view of the nature of the work to be done,
it is necessary to recruit partly from the technical staff of Railway Adminis-
trations, _nglarly, the Finance Department and the office of the Financial
Adviser, Mﬂltary Finance, are allowed to recruit a limited number of trained
and experienced men from their subordinate Accounts Offices ; otherwise
recruitment to these two offices is conducted through the Public Service
Commission,

IMPORT OF AvusTRALIAN WhHEAT.

87. Tae HowNourasLr Stz PHIROZE SETHNA:  Will Government
be pleased to state how much Australian wheat has come to India during each
of the last three years ?

Tae HonouvrasrLe Sik GEOFFREY CORBETT

Tons,
1925-26 .. .. .. .. L35,000
1926-27 .. .. .. . .. 40000
1927-28 .. .. .. .. .. 69,000

Ran.way SLEEPERS.

88. Tee Honourasre Sir PHIROZE SETHNA : () Will Government
please state whether they have any fixed policy with regard to the use of : —

(2) Cast uron sleepers,

(22) Bteel sleepers, and

(#i) Wooden sleepers,
and, if so, what ?

rde(b()i Ifs it a fact that during the last ten years wooden sleepers have been
ordered from Canada and steel sleepers have heen ordered from abroad ?

f {c) If .the reply to (b) is in the affirative, what are the quantities of the
ifferent kinds of sleepers that are to be ordered fiom outside India during
the current year and from where are the to be ordercd

THE HON()URABLE Sik GEOFFREY CORBETT @ (a) Except on certain
compa:ratlvely small sections of the line the Railway Board are of opinion
that either cast iron or steel or wooden sleepers can be suttably used, and the
selection between the three materials is therefore in the main determined
by the price at the time of deciding which material it is profitable to use
account is pf course taken of the relative life of the different materials At
the same time the decision is also influenced by the desire of the Ra.ilwa
Board that there should continue to be & market in which sleepers of all t}}Z
three materials can be purchased. h *

(5) Wooden sleepers have been imported from Canada during the past
ten years to meet emergent requirements of State-managed railways l;
supplies could not be obtained at a reasonable price in Ingia hut thy‘ lw o
been no such importations since 1926. Steel sleepers have,  imr
from Europe since at present-they cannot he obtained :

have
! been imported
i the number required

. TransFER oF CLERKS FROM CALCU
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in India. It is hoped, however, that they will be forthcoming in larger quan
tities in India in the future. :

(c) It is not proposed to import any wooden sleepers during the_eun'egt
year. It is intended shortly to issue a simultaneous call for tenders in India
and England for the supply of cast iron and/or steel sleepers for a part of next
year’s requirements. The exact quantity required for the year 18 not yet
known, but it may be in the region of 20 lakhs of sleepers. The proportion

of each kind which will be taken will be determined by the prices quoted.

TTA FOR THE RAILwAY CLEARING ACCOUNTS
OrricE, DELHIL, ETC.

89. Tur HonourasLe Sruut LOKENATH MUKHERJEE: (a) Is it
a fact that the Railway Clearing Accounts Office has been permanently estab-
lished at Delhi to deal with the apportionment of freight charges between
Railways in respect of through traffic ?

(b) 1f the answer to (@) 13 In the affirmative, will Gove.rnment; be pleasgd
t0 state whether it is a fact that consequent upon the establishment of the said
Office at Delhi the services of clerks numbering over 500 atached to the Traffic
Audit establishment of the East Indian and Eastern Bengal Railways were
transferred permanently from Calcutta ¢

(c) Is it a fact that there is a proposal for sending away a second contingent
of clerks, numbering about 600, serving on the local Traffic Audit Branch of the
said two railways from Bengal to work along with the former at Delhi ?

(d) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to transfer the audit
work relating to through traffic of the Bengal Nagpur Railway to the Clearing
House Office at Madras ¢ If so, will the Government kindly state (s) whether
this arrangement will result in the transfer of over 200 men from Calcutta
to Madras; (v) the object underlying this proposed arrangement ?

(¢) If the answers to (a), (¢) and the first part of (d) are in the affirmative,
will the Government be pleased to state whether they have considered the
effect of these transfers on employment in Bengal *? '

) Have the Government considered the project of the formation of a
unit at Calcutts by the three broad gauge Railways, vz, Rast Indian, Eastern
Benga! and Bengal Nagpur with the Assam Bengal and other smaller pro-
vincial Railways to work along with them ? If so, will the Government kindly
state the reasons for rejecting the same ?

Tae HoNouraBLE Sik GEOFFREY CORBETT : (a) It 18 proposed to
establish a Clearing Accounts Office on a permanent basis at Delhi to deal with
the check and apportionment of foreign traffic.

() The number of men transferred from the East Indian and Eastern
Bengal Railways to Delhi is 267. ‘

(c) There is a proposal to transfer the work relating to local traﬁc ac-
counting to this office, but it will not be undertak.en ab present nor gntd the
proposal has again been placed before the Standing Finance Committee for.
Railways. Iam unable to say at present how many clerks will be transferred
from Calcutta to Delhi if this proposal is adopted. :
M58CS
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(d) The Bengal Nagput Railway have not proposed to hand over their
work to the Clearing Accounts Office yet.

(¢) Since the clerks already doing the work will continue to be employed,
Government do not consider that the adoption of these proposals will have
any effect on unemployment in Bengal.

(f) The formation of a number of branches will defeat the object of a
Central Clearing Accounts Office, the fullest economies of which can only
result when it deals with the maximum amount of work possible. A branch
may have to be opened at Madras because the documents of the Southern
Railways cannot be brought sufficiently quickly to Delhi.

OVERWORKED STAFF IN THE PosTAL SAvINGS BANK DEPARTMENT OF THE
GENERAL Post OrFicE, CALCUTTA.

90. Tae HonourasLE Sruur LOKENATH MUKHERJEE : (a) Will
the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there is a Gov-
ernment circular order to the effect that the clerks in the Postal Savings Bank
Department of the General Post Office, Calcutta, doing figure work should not
be so employed for more than 5 hours a day ?

(b) Is it a fact that during the season for calculation of interest on savings
accounts the clerks have now got to attend office at 9-30 or 10 A.M. at the latest
and to work up till midnight ?

(¢) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the aflirmative, will the Govern-
ment kindly state what steps they propose to take in the matter !

(d) Is it a fact that a large amount of work formerly done by the Audit
Department has lately been made over to the Savings Bank Department of the
General Post Office at Caleutta ?

() If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Government be pleased
to state what increase was made in the number of hands.in the Savings Bank
Department and whether they intend to make a further increase therein ?

Tae HONOURABLE Mr. A. G. CLOW : Government have no information,
but enquiries will be made and the required information furnished to the
Honourable Member in due course.

COLLIERIES OWNED BY THE EAsT INDIAN RAILWAY, ETC.

9l. Tee HonouraBLE Sruur LOKENATH MUKHERJEE: will
the Government be pleased to state (1) the number of collieries owned by the
East Indian Railway ; (2) the number of officers drawing Rs. 500 (five hundred)
or more & month employed in those collieries and how many of them are
Indians, how many Europeans and how many Anglo-Indians ; (3) the number
of Overmen employed in those collieries, their range of pay and the number of
Indians, Europeans and Anglo-Indians among them ; (4) the number of Deputy
Overmen employed in those collieries, their range of pay and the number of
Indians, Europeans and Anglo-Indians among them; (5) how many of the
said Deputy Overmen, if any, draw a monthly wage and are their posts within
the permanent list ?

Tug HoNourisLe Si GEOFFREY CORBETT :  One colliery is owned
by, the East Indian Railway, and ohe jointly by the East Indian RZilway and

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. ™

the Bengal Nagpur Railway. Thers are 12 officers who draw Rs. 500 or more
employed in these collieries, and there are also 7 Overmen and 38 Deputy
Overmen. The pay of the Overmen is from Rs. 300 to Rs. 650 per mensem,
and of the Deputy Overmen, who are not on the permanent list, from Rd. 3

to Rs. 4 per diem.

Government regret that they do not think it desirable to give figures of

communal representation in individual offices or branches of the service.

ABSENCE OF INDIANS IN THE SUPERIOR STAFF OF THE SECURITY PRINTING
PrEss, NAsIK.

92. Tue HONOURABLE SRIJUT LOKENATH MUKHERJEE : (o) Have
the Government of India in the Finance Department lately received any letter
#rom the Indian Merchants’ Chamber regarding the Nasik Security Press ?

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Government kindly
state whether it is a fact that the said letter pointed out the entire absence
of Indians in the higher staff of the said Press and the consequent disparity in
the salaries drawn by Europeans and Indians ?

(c) If the answers to (2) and () are in the affirmative, will the Government
be pleased to state whether they have taken any action on the said letter ?

(d) If the answer to (b) is in the afirmative, are the facts stated in the
letter true and, if so, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons for
pursuing such a policy

(¢) Will the Government be pleased to state (1) the highest monthly sala-
ries drawn by a European and an Indian employed in the said Press ; (2) the
number of (s) Europeans, (1) Domiciled Europeans, (¢%3) Anglo-Indians, ()
Indians, employed in the said Press ; (3) the total monthly salary bills of Euro-

ns, Domiciled Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Indians employed in the said
ess ?

Tae HoNouraprt Mg. E. BURDON : The Government of India have
received more than one letter from the Indian Merchants’ Chamber on the sub-
ject mentioned by the Honourable Member, and I will send the Honourable
Member a copy of all the correspondence which has taken place up-to-date.
I would also refer the Honourable Member to the reply given to Mr. Gaya
Prasad Singh’s starred question No. 206 in the Legislative Assembly on the
6th of this month. If the Honourable Member should find that he requires
any further information, I should be gald to supply it to him.

REDUCTION OF THE TELEPHONE RATES IN CALCUTTA.

93. Tag HONOURABLE SRIJUT LOKENATH MUKHERJEE: (o)
Ts it & fact that on the 23rd July, 1928, a deputation of the Telephone Sub-
gctibers’ League waited on the Honourable Mr. A.Marr, Commerce Member,

Government of Bengal ?
() Is it a fact that the Telephone Subscribers’ League represemts at,
least 20 associations and a number of Chambers of Commerce ? A

(¢) f the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will Government kindly state -

the object of the said deputation ? "
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(@) Is it a fact that the said deputation ur d i
. ] ged the reduction of the rate b
increasing the number of calls allowed per rupee from 12 to 18 % erie

(¢) Isit afact that ever since the introduction of the mess 1
‘ ssage rate in Sep-
itlem?ber 1924 the income of the Bengal Telephone Corporation has gone up stcag-
y
Tl ({1) Wi(l]l the Government kindly state the total receipts of the Bengal
J:aut:s 133; : orporation in the years 1923 and 1927 and also in the year ending

qa AP 1
(9) Has the Government received the report of the said Corporation for
AR . .
the year 1927 ¢ 1f so, will the Government kindly place a copy of the report
on the table ? ‘
(k) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the Bengal Telephone
. . . . h‘ ‘
Corporation enjoys a monopoly for its business granted to it by the Govern-
ment of India or has got to encounter any competition from Companies carry-
ing on a similar business ? '
(?) Do Government propose to ¢ne ire i
se t quire into the matter of the reduction
of the telephone rate ? If not, why not ¢ 4

" T{HE HgNOURABLE Mgr. A..G. (}L(W\'v o (a), (¢) and (d). The Government
ndia un erstanfi that certain discussions have tuken place between certain
parties mte:rested in the reduction of the telephone rates in Caleutta and a

¥ lover 2 f
ripre?;;n'tatl\e ofithe Government of Bengal, but they are not in possession
of sufficient details to answer these parts of the question precisely

bodig;) v’i};z ;}Szzzir;rg;nt (t)fl Itn}ihalhave been informed that a number of local
wi e League on one occasi

8 v : ) \ occasion, but they are not

certain if these bodies are represented by the League , ! |

e) The gross inco > Cor i i i
(e) g .ome of the Corporation has increased in recent years.

(f) The total rentals and call char i
: s wall charges, sales and miscellancous receipts
ganifge; 2fe:s, interest and exchange were for the year ending 30th J uno.( IIS))'.ZI;
fo:'th 12,449, apd for the year gndmg 30th June 1927 Rs. 29,76,813. Figures
e year ending 30th June 1928 are not the possession of the Government

of India.

) Government have received a co
! py of the report for the year endi
30th June 1927, but they do not propose to lay it 0; the ;abtl};( year ending

(h) The Corporation has no mono i ;
: > poly rlghts for its business. Tk :
" B * b S5, Te 18 4
%o;lrtta:lr; ?’m ounthof competition by the Government Regent System in Cl;.lrc('ults:a
icense has been granted to any other company o bem in Caleutta,
area. : y operating in the same

(s) As I have already stated, the i

. xd, the question has b :

tm!;:]: the Go.vermne_nt Of Bengal, and the Government;e:)!;1 I(:(ligagcing the attele
to take part in the inquiry at present. 18 do not propose

Tae HoNoUrRABLE SruyuT RAMA P
connection sllowed to private people ? RASAD MOOKERJEE : Is Regent

Tae HoNoURAEBLE Mr. A. G T .
-certain. . G. CLOW : I rather think it is, but I am not

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 79
NDIANS IN THE SUPERIOR SERVICES OF THE
CaLcuTTA PORT TRUST.

BLE SRIJUT LOKENATH MUKHERJEE: (a)
have the Government taken on the Resolution moved
(then Mr.) P. C. Qethna on the 26th January 1922 %
here any chance of Government’s

EMPLOYMENT OF I

94. Tae HoONOURA
(¢). What action, if any,
by the Honourable Sir
(#) if no action has yet been taken, is t
taking any action in future, and, if so, when ?
at in their address to the Governor of Bengal presented in
of Commerce pressed for applying the declar
atter of filling up the superior services under

(d) Isit a fact th
July 1928, the Indian Chamber
policy of Government in the m
the Trust ?
~ (¢) If the answer to (b) is in the affirma
pleased to state whether any action has been t
Bengal since the presentation of the address ?

(@) Will the Government be pleased to state (1) the number of Indians
drawing Rs. 500 and more under the Caleutta Port Trust and their total month -
ly salary bill ; (2) the number of non-Indian Officers of the same rank under

the Trust and their total monthly salary bill ?
ormal salaries the European

(¢) Is it a fact that over and above their n
officers are either given house allowances ot provided with housing accommoda-
tion on very low rates and that the Indian officers of the same rank do not get

any such advantage ? If so, why ?
(f) Will the Government be pleased to state :—

(1) the name and especial qualifications, if any, of the present Chair~
man of the Calcutta Port Trust ;

(2) the monthly salary and the kind and amount of monthly allowance
if any, fixed for the post of the Chairman of the Calcutta Port
Trust and the term of the office;

(3) whether the Chairman of the Calcutta Port Trust is elected by
the Commissioners or s appointed by somebody and if the latter,

by whom and on what Lasis ?
(9) Will the Government kindly state whether there is any bar to the

appointment of an Indian to the post ?

(k) If the answer to (g) is in the negative,
state (1) why no Indian has yet been appointed to the said post ; (2)
propose to appoint an Indian to the post next time or in the near
not, why not ?

(s) If the answer to (g) 18 in the affirmative, will the Government kindly
gtate whether they propose to remove the bar and, if not, why not ?

Tag HONOURABLE SIR GEOFFREY CORBETT : (a) The Government
addressed Local Governments on the subject on the 6th March 1922 AslI
gtated in my reply to Sir P. Sethna on the 13th February last, under the
various Port Acts the Boards of Trustees have statutory power to appoint
their own staff. The Government considered, therefore, that the most
‘practical way of giving effect to the Resolution would be the amendment of

tive, will the Government be
aken by the Government of

will the Government kindly
whether they
future and, if
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the Port Acts so as to increase the number of Indi i i

‘ ans on the Board hich
the power of appointment has been vested ; and the Port Aacl;ss(:fn a‘ivl éﬁe
principal Ports have been amended accordingly,

(b) The Government have not received a copy of the address,
(¢) The Government have no information.

(d) and (e). Information is bein obtaineed i i
s 1 will be s ,
onourable Member in dye course, ¥ ec andwill be supplied to the

(f) (1) Tke present Chairman is Mr. 8.C. § illi
) ! - ©. U Stuart Williams. He was pre-
vml:isly Sccreta;y to the Agent, East Indian Railway, and Secretary and aflter-
wards Vice-Chairman of the Calcutta Port Commissioners.

( ) d (3) Th I)( carries ] N, e D
. . )’()()() er ms
2 an e )Sl; ITles a paV ()1 tq } men (‘n], and ]l()use

OveIrJnder the Calcutta Port Act, 1890, the Chairman i appointed by the Local

o illl:tg;xthafter _consu]tatl}(l)n with the Commissioners and continues to hold

_ 4 11 he resigns, or the Local (Government canc 18 1 :
aPpointe » spoen cels his appointment or

(9) No.

k) So far as the 3 ' i
(k) he Government are aware, no ndian with the necessary quali-

fications has hith rai . .
near futume. erto been available, The Post is not likely to be vacant in the

(¢) Does not arise.
F
ARES BETWEEN SEALDAH AND BELGHURRIAH RAILWAY STaTIONS ON THE
EasterNy Bengal RamLway.

95. THE HoNouraBLE Srur LOKEN
. ATH MUKHERJEE: (a
(gaﬂ]lc:il:a Government bg pleafzed to state the actual distance between Seuldg.h)
) and Belghurriah railway stations on the Eastern Bengal Railway ?

(b) Is it a fact that the 7th mile stone fr is fi
_ m Sealdal is
station platform and a few yards below the l;)ookit?g o?ﬁccl:?ﬁxed onor by the

(¢) Will the Government be ] i
Pleased to state the mileage on which fares
airle actually charged from passengers travelling between g‘ealdah x:(x;(]i Bel-
ghurriah on the Eastern Bengal Railway ?

(d) Is it a fact that the fare charged is on 8 miles 2
(¢) Isit a fact that formerly fares were charged on 7 miles only ?

mwﬂ)eli)lzggegn;w::atto (‘ll]) and I(’e) is in the affirmative, will the Govern-
M € w en, .
Increased mileage began to be chv;rgecil l?ld under what circumstances fares on

(9) Is it afact that lately a r tati
ilway Board on thi. nz’a o re[?n-esen ation was made by the passengers to

(R) If the answer to (9) is in the affirmati .
rmat
Pleased to state what action, if any, has been ta,ka ;:e(’)nv:llile ::ZleG ?0 vernment be

(+) Will the Government be pleased to sta i
] . te wheth i
sope time bgfore In reply to a letter on this matter eth: rr;til:aya a?tchforittlz::

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, 81"

concerned wrote to say that though the Belghurriah Station is 7 miles from
Sealdah for “ Engineering Purposes ¥ it is 8 miles from the same station fot
“ Traffic Purposes ™’ ? '

(7) If the answer to (¢) is in the affirmative, will the Government kindly
state what is meant by the two terme ““ Engineering Purpose ” and * Traffic

Purpose ** 2
~ Tuk HonourasLe Sik GEOFFREY CORBETT : Enquiries are being
made from the Agent of the Eastern Bengal Railway with reference to parts (a)
to(f) and (s) to (5) of the Honourable Member’s question and a further communi-
cation will be sent to him in due course.
(9) and (h). A representation was received from a certain gentleman, bub
a8 his letter gave no address, it was impossible to reply to it.

ALLEGED HarsH TREATMENT OF HIS INDIAN STAFF BY MR. J. L. SALE, OFFI-
CIATING CHIEF ENGINEER, DELHI, ETC.

96. Tae HonouraBLe Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY: (a) I.s ita
fact that Mr. J. L. Sale, Officiating Chief Engineer, Delhi, has stopped the incre-
ment of Mr. Chela Ram. 8. D. 0., 5th division, without asslgning any reason. .

(b) Have Government received complaints that Mr.J. L. Bale, Officiating
Chief Engineer, Delhi, is treating his Indian staft very harshly and in particular
that he abused M. Shujaat Ali, Upper Subordinate on the work, on the 28th
instant when the said M. Shujaat Ali was showing him a plan ?

() Isit a fact that Mr.J. L. Bale selected a mistri, Mahbub Ali, for the
post of a Surveyor on £ 250 per annum (required by the Kenya Colony Gov-
ernment) ¢

(d) Is it a fact that the said Mahbub Ali was found quite unfit for the pogp
and was returned from Africa ? If so, will Government kindly state whether
there were no other applications from qualified men? Why did Mr. J. L.
Bale select this mistri? Who is responsible for the loss borne by the
Goverument for the travelling allowance, etc., given to the said Mahbub Ali §
What is the amount of this loss ?

(e) Have Government received complaints that Mr. J. L. Sale does not
grant interviews to any one of his staff and does not listen to the contractors 1

(f) Isit a fact that Mr. J. L. Sale had proposed to abolish the post of Chief

Engineer, Delhi, when he was officiating Chief Engineerin 1926-27 for 6
months ?  If so, will Government kindly lay on the table a copy of the pro-

osal ?

’ Trae HoNouraBLE MR. A. G. CLOW : (@) The information is being collect-
ed and will be supplied to the Honourable Member.

(b) No.

(c) Mr. Sale was one of a board which examined candidates for Surveyors’
posts under the Government of Kenya.

(d) Mr. Mahbub Ali was considered unsuitable for thg work for which he was
émployed. Others who applied for these posts were either found unfitted or
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were subsequently unable to proceed to Kenya. As regards Mr. Mahbub Ali's
return from Africa and the loss (if any) so incurred, inquiries are being made and
I shall let the Honourable Member know the result. '

(e) No.

(f) No such proposals were received.

DismissaL oF ABpuL Ramman, Loco FrrTer, PusLic WoRrks DEPARTMENT,
DELRL

97. Tre HoNouraBLE Mr. MAHMOOD SUH / [ i

. RAWARDY: (1) Is1t 8
fact that one Abdul Rahman, Loco Fitt " D.. Delhi iemi
: ; ter, P. W. D., Delhi, has be smissed !
If 8o, will Government kindly state :— elll, bas been dismissed

(a) what was his length of service ?
(b) Wh: { vas his fault ?
(¢) Why was he sent to Gazipore, Bengal ?

(d) Was he pai('l his fare from Gazipore to Delhi, when he was sent back
to Delhi ?

(e) DidEMr.. Kaisho, S. .D.. Q., Gazipore send a D.O. to the Executive
ngineer, 7th Division, P. W. D., Delhi, re Abdul Rahman ?
® HOWS g)xg had Abdul Rahman, Fitter, worked under Mr. Kaisho,

(9) Was two days’ overtime which he did ;
' i under Mr. K s. D. 0.
withheld from Abdul Rahman ? er Mr. Kaisho, *

(b) Isit a fact that prior to his final dismi i
Lo . p s final dismissal the said Abdul Rahman,
co Fitter, reported the theft of some Government articles by a (‘hristian

Fitter, Saran, and isti
’ ) a Christian Store-keeper and was dismi . o fance
of Mr. Wyllie, Loco Foreman ? P s dismissed at the instanc

(c) Is it a fact that the said Abdul Rahman represented his case to the

Buperintending Engi . i
N gineer (Electrical . o
p-m., instead of Rs. 43 p.(m.? rical) and was reinstated in his post on Rs. 39

(d) Isitafactthatthe said Abdul R
ahman worked in Delbi after reinstates
ment for two months and was sent to Gazipore and was again disrle:sl.;ed !

Tae HoNo .
was dismissed.UMM‘E Me. A. G. CLOW : (a) It is a fact that Abdul Rahman

(a) Nine and three-quarter years’ temporary service.
(b) Neglect of duty.

(¢) On duty.

(d) No.

(¢) Not so far as Government are aware.

(f) 10 days.

(9) Government have no information.

(b) Yes.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. - 88

(c) He was re-employed on another job ; but Government are not in posses-
sion of the scales of pay drawn.

(d) Yes.

PROMOTION OF SUBORDINATES OF THE PusLic WORKS DEPARTMENT, DxLnI,
TO THE POSTS OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEERS OR ASSISTANT ENGINEERS.

98, Tre HoNOURABLE MR. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : With
reference to question No. 23 in the Council of State on 8th February 1928,
Government kindly state—

{(a) Are the rules and regulations laid down in the P. W. D. Code being
carried out in the Delhi P. W. D.?

(b) Hasthe P. W. D. of Delhi Province devised their own rules ?

{c) What is the aumber of the paragraph of the P. W. D. Code or Bules
of the Delhi P. W. D.,if any, by which P. W. D. subordinates
are allowed to be promoted to the posts of Executive Engineers or
Assistant Engineers, without passing the examinations preserib
for Engineers !

Tux HoNouraBLE Mg, A. G. CLOW : (a) Yes, in so far as that Code has
not been superseded by other general orders.

(b) No.

(¢) There is no such paragraph. Neither is there any rule;in the Public
Works Department Code or elsewhere, which debars a subordinate from
holding a divisional or sub-divisional charge, provided that, in the former case
no quslified officer of the Indian Service of Engineers is available to hold it.

PrEFERENTIAL TREATMENT TO CANDIDATES FOR CiviL EMPLOY ON THE SCORE
oF WAR SERVICES.

99, Tur HoNoURABLE MR. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : With refer-
ence to the reply to question No. 30 in the Council of State on 8th February
1928, will Government kindly state whether preferential treatment “ to candi-
dates for civil employ on the score of war services ”’ is still accorded ?

Txe HoNoUurRABLE MF. H. G. HAIG : The orders in question are still in
force.
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE PosT oF AN ENGINEER.

100, Tae HONOURABLE Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : With refer-
ence to the reply to question No. 54 (c) in the Council of State on 20th February
1928, will Government kindly state whether t.he dgpartmental test of a (un-
qualified) Sub-Overseer 18 8 recognised qualification for the post of an En-
gineer ¢ Is such test included in the list of exa;mnatxons recognised by the
Secretary of State or by the Government of India ¢

Tae HoNouraBLE MR. A. G. CLOW : No qualifications are presqribed
for appointments to posts usually held by members of the Indian Service of
Engineers in cases where no member of that Service is available.
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ALI
QuaLIFIED MUSLIM CANDIDATES FOR THE P0sTS OF ENGINEERS IN THE PuBLIC
Works DEPARTMENT, DELHIL

encelt%]'thzz‘z lHotnqvnAm Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : With refer-
1998, will G ply to question No. 58 in the Council of State on 20th February
dida’tes o t(;lvernment kmdly' state the names of the 12 qualified Muslim can-
tom 1621 e posts of Epgmgers, standing on the Delhi P. W. D. Register

, with their qualifications and addresses ? What are the names of

the 3 Musli . .
didateslzmhm Engineers appointed from among the above-mentioned can-

THE )
vho Hon}; :::slo%izmm M'R,' A. G. CLOW: A statement will be furnished to
bl Honour 12e‘ ember giving the names, qualifications and districts of resid-
ce of he candidates. Only one of these particular candidates was ap~
pointed, viz., Mr. Mohammad Hanif.

Empro
YMENT OF TEMPORARY SUBORDINATES IN THE PusLic WORKs DEPART-
MENT, DELHIL

Gov;&igl:Ek.}IgFOURABLE Mgr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : (q) will

appointed b t}l]n l)y Sf;ate YhOW many temporary subordinates have been

subordi y the Delhi P. W. D. since 1921 ¢  What are the names of these
rdinates and what recognised examinations have they passed ?

b i .
been( g)ivlzllc]hGO‘r’erI}ment k}’{d‘)’ state the names of the subordinates who have
since 1921 ? %{fge oL S“l)'(ll\'ISl})}ls with an allowance of Rs. 75 per mensem
?  What is the qualification of these subordinates ?

(¢) () Will Government kind] i '
didas : indly state why the registered qualified can-
iy W,ei) .v;ere not appointed to take charge of sub-divisions in the Delhi

empl(;;)mil:: :hi Delhi P. W. D. asked those registered candidates to accept
on the tab 8 temporary subordinates ! If so, will Government kindly lay
e table original replies received from them ?

TrE HoNourasLE MR. A. G. CLO
\ J A G.CLOW : (a d () | g y
compiled and will be supplied to the Honour(alzl: Il\lllexgxl))o:mtemelm hove bee?

(¢) and (d) An inquiry is being .
Honourable (M)emll)lerl_nqmry is being made and the results will be supplied to the

APPOINTMENT

o )

¥ MR. MATHUR, S SUB-D1vISIONAL OFFICER, 6TH DivISION,
DeLnl.

103. ;
fact the 02231?0{{{:&“}3?‘ Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : (q) Is it &
P. W D of Deil;i Prl(l)l";incs:ls.tan} }Exi%l;tive Engineer was brought into the
. 3 e, in July, 1928, from the Central Provi to
officiate for Mr. Wazir Dyal, Executive Engineer, 1st Division, Deliﬁv?mces

- gltllf urltwaas fac: that Mr. Wazir Dyal did not go on leave and that

ert Wi Wpu hmto the 6th Division, Delhi to work as a sub-divisionsl

htainad ¢ y was he not retu}‘qefl to his Province ? Was special sanction
o open a 2nd Sub-division in the 6th Division ?

Why was a qualifi i i
. ) qualified registered candidate of th i :
pointed in the 6th Division to work as sub-divisional oﬁ?cge'!lhl P W D-net 82.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 8%

Tre HoNoURsBLE MR. A. G. CLOW : Mr. Mathur was brought from the
Central Provinces to Delhi in July, 1928, but not for the purpose of officiating
for Mr. Wazir Dyal or any other Executive Engineer, He was brought for
employment as Assistant Executive Engineer ahd was placed in charge of the
9nd Sub-Division of the 6th Project Division, the creationof which was
sanctioned in order to secure more rapid progress with the work entrusted toit :
Mr. Wazir Dyal did not goon leave recently ; but Mr. Mathur’s appointment
to sub-divisional charge was not the result of this and there was no reason for
returning Mr. Mathurto his province. 1 have no precise information regarding
the concluding part of the question but presume that Mr. Mathur was better
qualified.

DisMISSAL OF GANDA SINGH, SANITARY JamapAR, NEw DELHL

104. Taw HoNourapLE Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : Is it a fact
that one Ganda Singh, Sanitary Jamadar, New Delhi, Public Health was dis-
missed in April 1928 by the Health Officer, New Delhi; if so, will Govern-
ment kindly state () What was his length of service in Public Health, New
Delhi, (b) What was his fault ? (c) Was he a man with military service ? (d)
Did he submit a representation to the Health Officer, New Delhi, to consi-
der his case ! (¢) What action was taken on it by the Health Officer, New Delhi ?

) Did he submit representations on 7th and 15th May 1928 to the Chief
ngineer, Delhi? (9) Whether any enquiries were made by . the Chief Engineer,
Delhi ? (k) What was the result of these representations ?

Tae HONOURABLE KuaN BaHADUR SIR MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH:
tions 104, 105 and 110 together.

With your permission, I shall answer ques
The information has been called for from the Chief Commissioner, Dethi, and
will be communicated to the Honourable Member on receipt.

ALLEGATIONS AGAINST BIJE SINGH, SANITARY DAROGHA IN THE Heavts De-
pARTMENT, NEW DELHI

*105. Tae HONOURABLE MR. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : (a) Isitafact
that the pay of sanitary sweepers working in the Health Department, New
Delhi, is disbursed in the presence of one Sanitary Darogha Bije Singh ?

(b) What are the pay, status, educational qualifications and antecedents
of Darogha Bije Singh ? ’

(c) Have Government received complaints that the said Darogha Bije Singh
takes one rupee from each sweeper engaged under him per mensem

(d) Isit a fact that the said Darogha Bije Sipgh has purchased landed
property worth some thousands in his district of residence ? If so, will Govern-
ment kindly state whether he has given any information either to the Delhi P.
W. D., or to the Deputy Commissioner of his District ? Have the Government
enquired into the income of the said Bije Singh Darogha ?

(e) Is it a fact that many complaints were n{ade b_y sweepers and shop”
keepers of New Delhi area against Darogha Bije Singh, if so what action was
taken by the late Health Officer, New Dehi ?

(f) Isit a fact that the late Health Officer, New Delhi, left a note to make
him Sanitary Inspector ? if so, will Government kindly state what are his

qualifications for this post ? .
. * For answer to this question, see answer to question No. 104,
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PERMANENT CaDRE OF THE PusLic Works DeParRTMENT, DELEI

106. T Hoxourasie Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : (4) Is it
a fact that the permanent cadro of the Delhi, P. W. D. has been sanctioned
2’1_ :l;e Government ; if so, will Government kindly lay on the table a copy

(b) Is it a fact that the permanent cadre of the Delhi P. W. D. is not yeb
byought, wholly or partially, into force after sanction ¢ If so, will Government
kindly state the reasons for same ? ‘ ,

Tue HoNouranLE Mg, A. G. CLOW: (a) No.
(6) Does not arise.

EI;I‘ERTAIN&‘IENT OF THE SONS OF CERTAIN Execurive ExciNeers IN THE
UBLIC WoRKS DerarTymENT, DEvnt, AFTER THEIR RETURN FROM ENGLAND.

107. Tae HoNourabLe Mz, MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : (o) Is it &
fact that R. B. Malik Teja Singh, R. B. Sardar Bishen Singh, Executive Engi-
neers and B. Durga Das, S. D. O, of the Delhi P. W. D., Delhi, sent their sons
to England for engineering training from Delhi in 1926 2

(b) Is it & fact that the settlement of the permanent cadre of the Delhi
S: W.D. isin abeyancg pending the return of the sons of R. B, Malik Teja

ingh, R. B. Sardar Bishen Singh and B. Durga Das for entertalnment as
engineers ? ‘

tion Te Hoxougam Mr. A. G. CLOW : (a) Government have no informa-

(6) No.

TECANICAL aND Epucational QuALIFICATIONS OF BAgu DurGa Das oF THE
PuBLic Works DEPARTMENT, Dxvrus.

oot i}(})& grm HoNouraBLe Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : (a) Isit 8
Dot ¢ at B, D.urga Das was taken by R. B. Malik Teja Singh from the 8th

1vision, _Delhx, to work under him in the 6th Division, Delhi 2 What was the
cause of his transfer from the 8th Project Division,

(b) Is it afact that B Durga Das, 8. D. 0. § D i
: 5 0. D0 S, Dharam Singh, Contractor
of the Government House, Delhi, and R B i e i
. R ’ ’ . . M \ » I Luxec
Engineer, Delhi, are of the same cante ? alik Teja Singh, Executive

(¢) Is it & fact that B, Durga Das has been i S ivi-

) . b1 put in charge of two Sub-divi

;:::rss ?}i fRs;)B. }l:fahk Teja Singh, Exec‘utive Engineer, Dclhi,gfor a period of 4

Fos ! ) ‘lv) ;t was the reason of giving two sub-divisions to B, Durga Das ?

teok many sub-divisions were under R. B. Malik Teja Singh ¢ What are the
chnical and educational qualifications of B, Durga Das?

Tae HoNouranie Mr. A. G, CLOW - '
Interests of the public sorvice, O N Hewas ranforeed o the

() No.

(¢) The Vith Project Division compri \Visi '
mprised two sub-divisions, one of which
;.:; 3ﬁldbb)t’hBa] u Durga Das and the other by Mr Sulaiman. On the latter’s
réa‘l]')a: ha:ha:ges;gre ]amalgamated and placed under the former. Babu

. P sse e St 3 . . ’. . . . s
Umversity and e e Ist 5:::111&1:1011 of Civi] Engmeermg of the P\mJ&b
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MATERIAL FOR GOVERNMENT House, New DELHI.

109. Tae HoNourasLe Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY: (a) Isit a
fact that the material and the work on Government House, Delhi is not
according to the specifications ?

(6) Is it a fact that the chajja of the court yard of Government House,
Delhi, fell down in May 1928 ¢ If so, will Governrpgnﬁ kmdly' state the
cause of its fall ¢ Did the Executive Engineer, 6th Division, Delhi calculate

the strength of this chajja before hoisting or making it ?  What is the amount
of Government loss by the fall of this chajja and who is responsible for this ?

Tue Hoxovrasuk Mr. A. G. CLOW : (¢) No.

(6) Some pieces of the white stone pattern underneath the chajja cracked
oft during May 1928 owing to differential plastic yield. The Executive Engmeer
calculated the strength of the chajja. The loss was insignificant as it was
decided to use the material elsewhere. 7
Emprovment of A Musiim CLerk W theE Heavtn Orrice, New  Drevmr.

*110. Tee HoNvourasre Mr. MAHMOOD SU‘HRAWARDYT: Isit a
fact that there is no Muslim clerk in the Health Office, New Delhi ?

SHORTAGE OF BRicks IN THE 8TH ProJect Division, Devui.

111. Tae HoNourasLe Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : .Is it a fact
that the bricks in the charge of B. Din Dyal, Upper Subordinate, 8th
Project Division, Delhi, were found to be short to the extent of 5 lakhq ?

Tre HoNourasLe Mk. A. G, CLOW : No.

EMPLOYMENT OF BaABU RupP NARAIN As SupERINTENDENT, W-III SrcTion
CextraL OrFicE, PuBLic Works DEPARTMENT, DELHI

112. Tee HonourabLe Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY: Is it s
fact that B. Rup Narain, Superintendent, W-III Section, Central office,
P.W.D., Delhi, was dismissed from Cantonment Magistrate’s Office, Amballa,
and from other offices ¢ If so, will Government kindly state why this man
was engaged and why he is still in Government service ¢

Tae HonouraBLE Me. A. G. CLOW: An inquiry i§ being made into the
suggestions contained in the Honourable Member’s question ; but Government
have not yet received the results.

SToPPAGE oF THE RECRUITMENT oF MustiMs To THE OFFICE OF THE CoMMIs-
SIONER OF THE NORTHERN INDIAN SaLT REVENUE DEPARTMENT, ETC. .
113. Tre HoNourasLe Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : (a) Isit a

fact that there have been office orders or instructions to close the recruitment

of Muslims and to engage Hindus in the Oﬁice_ of Salt Reve_nue, Delhi

(transferred from Agra)? If so, will Government kindly state the reasons for

closing the recruitment to Muslims ?

(b) Isrecruitment for Government service conducted on a communal basis

¢) Why hasnot the recruitment of Hindus in 'the of.ﬁces of the Accountant

Gene(ra)l, Ce}x;tralnRevenues, Delhi; P. W. D. Delhi; Indian Stores Depargylent

¥ * For answer to this question, see answer to question No. 104.
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(Government of Indis); Railws . ‘
; y Clearing A ts O
- elosed %0 as to enhance the percentage of Mn\fslimcs;cgun fice, Delhi, boen

(d) Is it a fact that a candidate, Lahori Mal .
' s Was
clerk by the Central Accounta Officer, New Delhi, in J un:,pfgégtgd as nccounts

(e) Is it a fact that the said B. Lahori Mal is th
4 . e son of B. J
Buperintendent of the Central Accounts Office, Newnglhi ax?tiv a?l?;tL;t

remained un i i . ;
Mot 7 der his father for a month in the Works Section after his appoint-

(f) Is it a fact that one B, Mohamed Uni i i
. it a B, 8 Was a senior candidate to B.
Lahori Mal in Central Accounts Office, New Delhi, if so, will Governmeit kindly
state the reasons for not appointing B. Mohamed Unis ?

) Will the Government kindly state the number of Muslim and non-

(P. W. ]‘;13";‘8 serving in the office of the Central Accounts Officer, New Delhi

Tae HoNougrasie Mr. E. BURDON : Inquiries are being made and a

reply will be sen ; .
avl;i)l'able. 6 to the Honourable Member as soon as the information is

Tecr
CHNICAL AND EDU;ATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS OF CERTAIN EMPLOYEES OF THE
UBLIC WORKS DerarTMENT, DELHL

114. Tee HoNovrasre Mg MAHMO
) . OD SUHRAWARDY : Will the
Government kindly state the recognised qualifications, both technicalf and

educational, b inati :
Delti P W, 1})’ ?ﬁtmmatwn only of the following persons belonging to the

(1) Mr. C. W. Pigott, Sanitary Superintendent, New Delhi
(2) Mr. W. (. 8. DeKnock, Furniture Supervisor, New Dol.hi.
(3) Mr. T. E. Thomas, Superintendent of Quarters, P. W. .. Delhi.
(4) B. Durga Das, 8. D. 0., 6th Division, |
(5) B. Ram Chand, 8. D. 0., 1st Division.
(6) B. Chela Ram, 8. D. 0., 5th Division,
(T) B, Nand Lal, 8. D. 0., 8th Division,
(8) B. Gurdat Singh, Upper Bubordinate,
(9) B. Man Singh, Upper Subordinate,
(10) B. Amar Bingh, Upper Subordinate.
2;; ll: ;:nder Das, Temporary 8ubordinate, 8th Project Division.
. m Cl.mnd, Temporary Bubordinate, 8th Project Division.

:]1:; Il: ;]:bh:))'mg.'!‘emmuy Bubordinate, 9th Divisjon.
" B. Hﬁn ir sx.ngh, Tefx?lyomry Bubordinate, 9th Division.
" B. o :glh u;gh, Temporary Subordinate, 9th Division.

—- HON.DUMBLE ;:: ,A Te:;npomry Bubordinate, Electrical.

aishad to. the ot Ms. M.em.b(e)l%OW: A tabular statement will be fui-

¢

QUESTIONS AND ANSWRRS. éﬁ

AvLecED NEPOTISM IN THE PUBLIC WORKS DitPaARTMENT, DELAL

115. Tee HoNourasLe Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY: (a) Is it
8 fact that B. Nand Lal, 8. D. O., 8th Project Division, P, W. D., Delhi, haa
employed his cousin Khairati Ram and his village man Manghe Ram, as

’Assistant Fitters (Water Supply) under him ? _

(b) Is it a fact that the contractors Kirpa Shanker, 8hiv Narain, and
Inchha Ram are working in the 1st Division P. W. D., Delhi, and that they are
Kayasth by caste and relatives to the Executive Engineer, 1st Division ?

(c) Isit a fact that B. Kunwar Bahadur, clerk, Central Office, P. W. D., Delhi,
is 8 brother-in-law of Mr. Wazir Dyal, Executive Engineer, 1st Division ?

(@) Is it a fact that the brotber of B. Umrao Bahadur, clerk, Central Office,
P. W. D., Delhi, is Storekeeper in the Horticulture Division, P. W. D., Delhi.

{e) Is it a fact that the Executive Engineer, 8th Project Division, P, W. D.,
Delhi, has employed the following men of his own district Ludhiana :~—

(1) His own nephew B. Jagir Singh, as work-charged subordinate under
him.
(2) B. Daya Singh, B. Jewander Singh, as work-charged subordinates
under him.
(3) Mistries Khazan Singh, Attar Singh, Mitta Singh, and Mohamed
Bux under him.
(4) Water-Supply Pipe Fitters, Khairati Ram, Manghe Ram under
im. ‘
(f) Isita fact that B. Nand Lal, 8. D. 0.  P. W. D., Delhi, is also of Ludhia-
na District and works under the X. A. N. 8th Division, Delhi ?
Tar HoNoUuraBLE MR. A. G. CLOW : Information is not available, but
will be supplied to the Honourable Member later.

RESOLUTION RE THE REPORT OF THE AGRICULTURAL
COMMISSION.

Tae HonourapLe Sz PHIROZE SETHNA (Bombay: Non-Muham-

madan) : Sir, I beg to move :

“ That this Council recommends to the Governor General in Council to expedite the
consideration of the Report of the Agricultural Commission, and to take such steps as
may be necessary to give prompt effect to its recommendations, particularly to thowe
which have a direct and intimate bearing on the uplift of the agricultural population.”

The object of this Resolution speaks for itself. It is to expedite the con-
gideration of the Report of the Agricultural Commission by Government with
a View to taking prompt action on 1ts r{ecommendfztlons, particularly those
which have a direct bearing on rural uplift and which can be given effect to
without such preliminary work as will necessarily involve delay.

I do not know whether I can assume that the Honourable Members of this
House have all of thein been able to find time enough to peruse the report. It is
a voluminous report extending over 750 pages, and it is true, much time has
not elapsed since its publication. It will not therefore be sulgmmg if many
Honourable Members have not yet been able to peruse it and bestow on its
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contents that close : -

and comprehensivg jl?i':(i?ful attention Wthh its importance, its wide rang®
very voluminous nature of tﬁ elflgtltle it to. 1t is not unlikely that hecause of the
ed in the subject matter, m ¢ ff:p()x.'t some of us, who are not specially interest-
vion. It is therefore ae;ir¢ ﬁivm eel inclined to relegate it to the limbo of obli-
before its freshnoss hds \;or(: e ?o tackle the Report and its recomniendationSs
Commission are s importa nltawa{.‘ Moreover, the questions dealt with by the
the sooner action is taken ] ,}?n( mme'uf them, (.>f such an urgent nature, that
called an abridged report wlttttv’tw' Po the main Report is appended what i8
reach the general public ’ It ll? 4 sumhary .()f the main Report, intended to
and convenient form tl' ; \ defect ]“"Y“V“r 1s that it does not. give 1n a handy
person will be content t(l:rkn(ovnnvnml(l-ntum.\' of the Commission, The average
value of the abridged re )m-]tmf‘ what just those recommendations are, and the
a self-sufficient documelIt if ‘“UHM have been enhanced, and it would have been
each head in a serial f(,]‘;,ll d'llll ::{)}»«illtiux had been attached thereto giving under
mission and also all the » ’."l important. conelusions reached by the Coms

: : important recommendations made by thenn

While, S; Ct e
abridged rq:(:‘% Illg;tr;fmd th;tt there has been no Appendix attached to the
that such an &p;)@ndi\( hr(.";l the home papers veceived by tast mail yesterday
) X has bheen pl'op:l‘l‘(‘d. Mr. Harold (';rx, who \v:l..\‘.:l 1'0;1111}11'

contribut()r to tlle [ A \ at
! ()lllllllls of the ¢ 'un(lm/ Times . in its 1ss
28t]1 Wllt"’. S as i()l]()WS P ' N . in n'-' ssie ()f i "r\(”l'

“The Royal (ommissi : .
previously puf)lishod ::‘;::lt(m (:\n‘ Ag‘rw“lt“m m .J"di“ has just issucd an appendix to ite
reading, full of dull ﬁgures;‘ 1 & a rule appendices to official reports are rather heavy
these rather unattractive ’feartll(x solemnly stated facts.  Inthis Appendix, of necessity, bo
brought out a number of resare to be found, but in addition the various authors have
most interesting facts in a way to appeal to the general readery

and in dealing with ma
ny of them have 3 X
expects to find in an official repo:g(’ often adopted a pleasantly light tone that one hardly

I have not vet : -
on to say : vet got a copy of this Appendix in India so far.  Mr. Cox goes

“ This substanti T \
inces of India, blllx?,aiv;t(l)llurnn;i(:: g;;ﬁ:ﬁc::“:hchaptem? each devoted to one of the prov-
much the same throughout the Indian ijpi;*zﬂ;lﬂentmls of the agricultural problem 8re
It means there i .
does not answer thefami:h(?:ethvl;-Ahppendlx 15 a substantial volume in itself and
purpose which I thought an appendix would have served,

Some criti
ment is puﬁilsilc:dwv%(l)l T}f ready to express their opinions immediately s docu-
pooniv 18 PuD shech ether there is time enough for study reflection ynd diges-
bial mountain inel:%?\ﬂa;g((ll ts}ésnde}lllben%ions o the Commission to tﬁe proger-
1al 1 : e have bemoaned th i / i-
fxlol::iliﬁy or n?Veltsy in ,the. recommendations made eb(;nttllrxz aé)senc? o Ol':i
i }i;z \ir: 111?)1)316 win:cixhls noﬁ original or novel. Whateverox:ﬁglllzil'(t)ﬁ;s ?:ay
‘ y ou at the Report of th ission i l
oAy b port of the Commissior
Botinen o pte o] i, s vt
:  and value. It is a unan ~
L l{el;(;tth u::i f:iu:ﬁpeali and the Indian members of the Conlllrlr(:il;:i:)?ortsaglrlegd' "
the nature anc t! t; va ggqu thg Report, it will be a thousand pitie%. if itu(cioe exl:)%
o bp o pC angible action that will achieve the object with whi l;) the
Aquiry by the Commission was set on foot and lead in a steidily ixicre::i);cg medr
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sure to the general improvement of the material, educational, civic and moral
condition of the agricultural population of this country. Sir, many people
have lost faith in Commissions and Committees because of the paucity of actual
results they lead to, and cynics are apt to say that Commissions and Committees
are appointed not because the Government really want to tackle the problems
referred to them but because that is the most convenient time-honoured way of
shelving inconvenient questions. I sincerely hope that in this case, at all events,

the voice of eynicism will be utterly silenced.

The recommendations of the Commission cover a very wide field ; they refer
to every question and aspect bearing on rural uplift, the improvement of agri-
culture and the promotion of the welfare and prosperity of the rural population.
It is not possible to refer to them or to discuss them in my speech on the present
occasion, nor is it necessary for the particular purpose I have in view to-day.
The total number of their conclusions and recommendations under different
heads is 667. They relate to (1) the organisation of agricultural research ; (2)
agricultural improvement ; (3) the sub-division and fragmenation of holdings ;
(4) demonstration and propaganda ; () animal husbandry ; (6) forests; (7)
diseases of live stock and their control ; (8) irrigation ; (9) communications and
marketing ; (10) the finance of agriculture; (11) co-operation; (12) the village,
1.e., conditions in the village and amenities of village life ; (13) education ; (14)
rural industries and labour ; (15) horticulture and plantations ; (16) statistics
and (17) agricultural services. Besides there are a few conclusions and re-
commendations under the heading “ Miscellaneous . ’
what should be done with a view to expediting the
consideration of, and decisions on, the Report, so that practical work can be
promptly undertaken. What is wanted i8 the framing of a programme to be
worked out steadily, say, during the next five or ten years by each Provincial
Government and also by the Central Government. This programme must be
carefully thought out and steadily but firmly worked so as to complete it within:
the scheduled period. Obviously therefore it will be necessary to sift the
recommendations of the Commission and to divide them into categories accord-
ing to the priority to be given to them, having regard to all these considerations
:mmediate or far-reaching which will have to be taken into account in finally
determining priority. I see in the Press that His Excellency the Viceroy has
convened a Conference of Ministers in charge of Agriculture and heads of the-
Agricultural Department to consider the Report and probably to devise the

procedure to be adopted so as to achieve the very object with which I am moving
this Resolution. This is a step in the right direction, and I hope the Conference:

will be a thorough success and bear the expected fruit. What I would suggest,
Sir, is that the Government of India should circularise to all the Provincial

Governments asking them to appoint a Committee of non-official and official
Members of their respective Legislative Councils to consider in particular those
recommendations of the Commission which are of & provincial nature and with
the assistance and co-operation of such a Committee, to frame & programme of
rural uplift to be carried out steadily within the next ten years. The Govern:
ment of each province should consider this programme and then should submit
it, as finally approved by the Government, to the Legislative Council for 18
sanction and adoption. A similar Committee of the Indian Legislature sho

b appointed with the same object 1n view, to consider in particular those
M5808 a

Now, the question 1s,
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recommendations which are of an All-India character. 'A.ll this should :)e donﬁ
as soon as possible within a time limit that should be rigidly observed by efzt‘r ’
Provincial Government. If such a time limit is not enff)rced, and thmgb'éial
allowed to drift with endless redtapeism, the result will be that‘the init "
mementum of interest and enthusiasm will wane, the .la?)ours of the ( ()"1".1}55.19“
will be washed, its Report will be condemned to oblivion and we shall 1 t("'m:liq
practically where we are. In a matter like this, prompt and steady ac "l:)thé
absolutely essential. We want all Governments to 'lw up and dmnlg nt xr;rqt
matter, to show something of the initiative, the avt}nty. the persona 1(1: € »“
and zeal, the tenacity of purpose which characterised the late Lord Lurzof
when he undertook his twelve tasks and applied himself to fhv qle\st}(m ()n
agricultural reform. Fortunately His Excellency the present Viceroy 1s }Em-)rwto
to take the keenest interest in agriculture. We may well expect him tl%or.«.l lm(t, 0
evince the same energy, zeal and tenacity of purpose that m.arked 'hxs i u:hrﬂ :
ous predecessor, Lord Curzon, and set all.the available forces In motn;:.n,‘ S(\)v«; N
steady progress can be made to the attainment of the great ideal w e t\ ) w,e "
have at heart, viz., elevating the masses of India to a decent level of existenc :
men and as citizens. If this is done His Excellency’s Viceroyalty will surely
create a landmark in the development of this country of which he will have goo
reason to be proud.

Sir, the problem of promoting the wel.fare u}ld prosperity of the ll;fl‘l(l;:(h;l:ﬂ
population of India has xince the new orientation of British pohtu-a‘} })() Y
India received additional importance. The Reforms have begun the {»‘r((: (:11-
of enfranchising them and in course of time we may Al(mk f()rwnr('l‘to f‘ : nl-s-
franchisement of a large proportion of them so that with the_grov: th o 1(1\(11{ts
ponsible system of government, our Councils and our Executive (mwl{}n ons
will be responsible to them and thev will have their due share m mnt,r'(.) (lrn;; (wur
determining national affairs. That they are becoming a real and growing }Y(‘)\ e
has been recently evidenced in my Presidency by the fact that the (-n\’f‘?n o
of Bombay have thought it expedient to hold over the Small Holdings Bil \Titi()l\
they had introduced in the Legislative Council, out of lt(‘gal‘(! for the oppost o
shown to the Bill by the agricultural population.  Their %l‘f;tlhl({.l‘ in tlns'p}«\vf -
cular case may not be just the kind of expression of .puhly- opinion which Wn
ghould desire in a sound, enlightened state of public opinion. Bm (’Wv" Il
advanced democracies of the West public opinion has, at times, vitinted by tllz
same ignorance, prejudice and unsoundness. This new life opened out to t 1{
masses of India has been well described by the late Mr. Montagu and Lot
Chelmsford in their Report on Indian Constitutional Reforms. They say ==

“We are not setting about to stir 95 per cent. of the people out of their po-acfvflll
conservatism and setting their feet upon a new and difticult path merely at .ﬂl(’.hld( n:g
of the other 5 per cent. nor would that be our reason, whetvhe.r the art‘iculate 1}\11_\()r1ty W\‘)‘V o
20 per cent. or one-half per cent. of the Who}e. Opr reason is the fa.xth t,'lmt is in us. it
bave shown how step by step British policy in India has been ste.adxly dn:ectcd to a po "
at which the question of a self-governing India was bound to arise, how 1mpl1.lses, at h'rsc
faint, have been encouraged by education and opportunity, how the growth quickened lcl}l:;t
years ago, and was immeasurably accelerated by the war. We believe profoundly o
the time has now come when the sheltered existence which we have given India ctmlll0
he prolonged without damage to her national life, th.at we ha.v.e a richer gift f9r her peoll‘)ts
than any we have yet bestowed on them, that nationhood within the Empm? xepre':; o
something better than anything India has hitherto attained, that the placid, pa

f
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eontentment of the masses is not the soil on which such Indian nationhood will grow
and that in deliberately disturbing it we are working for her highest good.”

The stirring has begun, the dry bones are heaving with the new life. The
Indian agriculturist is ceasing to be a mere tiller of the soil, he is becoming more
and more a political animal also. He is yet in his infancy as a political animal,
but his birth has taken place and he is sure to grow to adolescence and youth in
his new birth. The movement for uplift therefore must take account of him as
a complete man, of his condition in all its aspects, economic, social, moral and
political. The Commission is perfectly right in saying that it involves a psy-
chological change. Such a change is not impossible of attainment, but it can
be brought about by a suitable system of education demanded by the change,
by raising him from poverty to plenty, by raising his average income by elevat-
ing his general standard of existence and by the play of those new forces of
government, administration, political education which the new political ideal
and the reformed constitution have set in motion. I am not sure that the
political aspect of the problem has been envisaged in its entirety by the
Commission. But it is a factor which must now necessarily be taken into
consideration. Be that as it may, the recommendations of the Commission
constitute the most valuable and the most comprehensive contribution we have
yet had to the solution of this problem, and I do hope that the Government will
lose no time in expediting the whole matter so that the goal will steadily,
with increasing advance, be attained. With these words, Sir, I commend the

Resolution bearing in mind a paragraph which appears on page 673 of the
Report and which says

“If the inertia of centuries is to be overcome, it i3 essential that all the resources
at the disposal of the State should be brought to bear on the problem of rural uplift. What
is required is an organised and sustained effort by all those departments whose activi-
ties touch the lives and the surroundings of the rural population.”

This is the crux of the whole Report.

Tue HoNouraBLE Mr. V. RAMADAS PANTULU (Madras: Non- '
Muhammadan) :  Sir, [ beg to move the amendment that stands in my name,
namely :—

*“ Add the following words to the Resolution :—

—*such as those relating to the establishment of Central Land Mortgage Banks
for the issue of debentures, the introducing of legislation to guarantee
interest on the debentures issued by such banks and to add those debentures
to the list of Trustee Securities under the Indian Trust Act’. ”

My Honourable friend, Sir Phiroze Sethna, wanted me to make a small
verbal change in the above amendment, viz., to substitute the word * including "
for the words  such as, so as not to unduly emphasize a particular recommenda-
tion ” ; and if you will permit me, I will do so. My Honourable friend, Sir Phiroze
Sethna, referred to the criticism that has appeared in the Press, namely, that the
Report is on the whole a disappointing document. I may at once say that the
critics who have put forward that criticism are not really disappointed with
the absence of anything new in the actual recommendations made by the
Commission. The Commission has made very useful recommendations. If
I have understood the critics aright, what they are disappointed with is the fact
that similar recommendations had already been before the Government and the
people for a long time past, but that it was found impossible for the Government

02
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or the people to give effect to those improvements which the Commission have
again reterated and that the Commission has not suggested ways and means
for giving effect to their own recommendations. Many of their recommendations
for improving the agricultural conditions in this country and the lot of the
agriculturists are not new. They were time and again urged upon the Govern-
ment and the people, but the Government of India found it impossible to give
effect to this reform in agriculture either for want of finance or for lack of co-
ordination between the Provincial Legislatures and the Central Legislature
or for other reasons : and the agriculturists who were advised to improve their
eondition also found themselves unable to improve their condition beeause they
had no finance. These two potent factors always stood hitherto against any
effective agricultural reform being carried out in this country.  The recommend-
ations of the Commission. valuable as they are in themwelves, will suffer
from the same serious defect which recommendations of a similar nature have
hitherto suffered from: and the Royal Commission, not having put forward
any financial proposals to back up their recommendations, there ix widespread
feeling of disappointment in the country that the recommendations are bound
to be a dead letter as similar recommendations have hitherto been, because the
Government of India have not realised their duty to find finances and the
people have no financial resources to put into effect these very valuable recom-
mendations. In the provinces the Development Ministers have often
complained that their nation-butlding departments have actually been financial-
ly starving and there is no prospect of either the Provincial Governments or
the Government of India finding adequate funds for giving eflect to the recom-
mendations of the Royal Commission most of which will cost huge sums of
money. Therefore some of us who feel very greatly interested in agricultural
reform are bound to confess to a feeling of pessimism that the Report is not
going to lead to any better results than similar efforts in the past. 1f the Gov-
ernment of India and the Provincial Governments will however take up the
matter in earnest and will find the finance to give effect to these recommenda-
tions, as they ought to, we may expect some good to come out of the work of the
Commission. There is one recommendation, Sir, in the Report which is of a
very far-reaching character, namely, the constitution of a Research Council
to bring to bear upon agricultural development in India the latest scientific
_knowledge on the subject which is itself of the greatest importance to this
country. Therefore, that recommendation of the Commission is to be welcomed.
But, Sir, after reading the details of the recommendations relating to the
constitution of the Council of Research, 1 find that it will not be possible for us
to accept those recommendations n toto. However, the Commission itself
has said that legislation should be introduced to constitute the Comicil of Re-
.seaxch, and it will be for this House to examine in great detail those recom-
mendations when the necessary legislation is introduced.

Now, 8ir, coming to the subject of my amendment, which forms one of the
most important recommendations of the Commission, I shall with your leave say
a few words. The main causes for the backwardness of the agriculturist in
?hii country and for the backwardness of the Indian peasant are his chronie
indebtedness and his ever-growing burden of unproductive debt. Neither the
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State nor the politiciansin India seem to have recognised that agriculture
like other industries requires capital and credit, and that the most outstanding
problem of rural economies in this country is the supply of cheap and productive
capital and credit to the cultivator. That is the fundamental question affecting
the condition of the agriculturists in this country. The State unfortunately
in this country has not risen to a sense of its responsibility in this matter. Sir,
after a fairly careful study of the conditions of other self-governing countries
I have found that there the State fully recognized its duty to finance the culti-
vator who produces not only the food but all the national wealth from the land.
The agricultural and co-operative banking systems have been assimilated with
the banking system of the State and ample finances are provided for the agri-
culturist. But in India the problem has not even been tackled. Therefore
the recommendations of the Commission on agricultural finance are very vital,
and I hope the Government of India will take them up very seriously and
earnestly. The co-operative movement has been trying to provide funds by
finding capital and credit for ryots, but hitherto the co-operative movement
has been supplying only short term funds merely for the purpose of financing
the cultivator to enable him to run his industry from day to day. The co-
operative movement has not yet been able to find long term credit for the
agriculturist for making permanent improvements to his lands or for liquidating
prior debts and so on. It has been found impossible in practice to supply that
kind of credit through the ordinary village co-operative societies which are
organized only to deal out short term accommodation. Long term finance can
only be supplied by what are known as Land Mortgage Banks, and the Com-
mission therefore has laid great emphasis on the need to organize Land Mort-
gage Banks. At present we have a few Land Mortgage Banks, but they are
primary banks operating in very small areas. If you merely multiply these
primary Land Mortgage Banks, not only will they not be able to attract all
the long term money, but by offering competitive rates of interest will make long
term money dear. Therefore, the Commission have very properly said that each
province should contain a Central Land Mortgage Bank to raise money on the
strength of debentures. The issue of debentures is one of the most remarkable
devices of modern finance, to mobilise land values, for otherwise land is immo-
bile credit. Debentures issued by small village banks, however, are not likely
to have great value in the market. Therefore the recommendation of the
Commission to establish provincial Central Land Mortgage Banks is of the
utmost importance and value to the agriculturist. And the Commission further
say that the Government, in order to make the debentures attractive, readily
negotiable and marketable, should guarantee the interest on those debentures
and also should add those debentures to the list of Trustee Securities under the
Indian Trust Act. That is the least the Government can do. The farmers in
the country want money, and there are men who are prepared to advance
money as an investment. The most useful intermediary organisation to link
them up is a mortgage bank. It can attract long term money on very
favourable terms and can find ample resources for financing the agricultural
industry of the country. Therefore, the Government should take up this
recommendation promptly and work it up and give such assistance as they cam.
With these words I commend the Resolution of my friend Sir Phiroze Sethna
nd my amendment to this House, and I appeal to the Leader of the House not
to raise technical pleas but te acoept it if he possibly can.

~
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Tree HoNoUurABLE THE PRESIDENT : Amendment moved :

*‘That the following words be added at the end of the Resolution, namely :—

‘including those relating to the establishment of Central Land Mortgage Banks
for the issue of debentures, the introducing of legislation to guarantee in-
terest on the debentures issued by such banks and to add those debentures
to the list of Trustee Securities under the Indian Trust Act’.”

Tae HoNourABLE KHAN Banapur Sik MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH
(Education, Health and Lands Member) : I have heard with the greatest interest
the speeches of my Honourable friends, Sir Phiroze Sethna and Mr. Ramadas
Pa\ntulu.. I shall not venture at this stage to deal exhaustively with the
observations made by them on the details of the report which will receive the
conmdgration which they deserve, but I may say at once that the Government
of India welcome the anxiety displayed by them to expedite the consideration
of the Report of the Agricultural Commission, and to take such steps as may
be necessary to give prompt effect to its recommendations, particularly to those
‘which have a direct and intimate bearing on the uplift of the agricultural
population, and the establishment of central land mortgage banks. ltis
unnecessary for me to stress the point that the report is pregnant with immense
possibilities for the advancement of Indian agriculture and the improvement
of the‘lot of the Indian agriculturists, Indeed, the Government of India
recognised the need for prompt action the moment the Report was published,
.snd have already taken effective steps, as I shall presently show, to secure
its early consideration, ‘ ’

As Honourable Members will doubtless recognise, agriculture being a trans-
ferred provincial subject, the great majority of the recommendations concern
t!:le Local Governments primarily, and responsibility for giving effect to them
lies upon suc}_x Local Governments. It is indeed true that a good number of the
recommendations concern the Government of India themselves, while some
other§ affect both the Government of India and the Provincial Governments.
'I:he line of demarcation of responsibility in respect of many of the recommenda-
t101.1§ 18 not, however, clear in all cases. As a preliminary step, therefore, to
faclhtate.thg consideration of the Report by both the Government of India and
?he'Provmcm] Governments, the Government of India, on the 23rd July 1928,
invited all Local Governments to send representatives--to be chosen by the
Loca!l Governments, but including the Provincial Ministers of Agriculture, if
possible—to a conference with the representatives of the Government of India

3: yS:mla ona date which has since been fixed for the 1st October and following

'lthe ob}ects of the Conference are several. In the first place, the Confer-
ence 18 designed, as explained above, to determine which recommendations
primarily concern Local Governments, which the Government of India, and
which concern them both. Until the vital question of responsibility has been
Mtle_d, [Progress cannot be sure or definite. Secondly, to determine the order
of priority, the line of action, and the time of inception of co-operation, where
co-operative action on the part of the authorities responsible for giviné effect
to the_ recommendations, is desirable or necessary. And, thirdly, to endeavour
%o arrive at & common determination to put into force, as soon as; occasion pers
mits, those recommendations of the Commission which are finally approved by
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the authorities concerned. In suggesting this Conference; the Government of
India have been careful to see that its objects are not misunderstood. There
is no intention whatever of asking the Conference to reach binding decisions on
recommendations, the majority of which are obviously for the decision of the
respective Local Governments. In brief, the object of the Conference is rather
to secure personal discussion and common consultation about the recommenda-
tions by the Commission and the best method of giving effect to those of them
which are approved. Honourable Members will agree that a conference con-
ducted along these lines cannot but yield useful results and promote the objects
which my two Honourable Friends, who have spoken before me, have at heart.

In conjunction with this Conference, it is proposed to hold also & Confer-
ence of Co-operators to discuss the recommendations of the Commission ' which
deal with co-operative matters of the nature specifically referred to by the
Honourable Mr. Ramadas Pantulu in his amendment. The ordinary biennial
Conference of Co-operative Registrars was to have been held this year in any
case, but its scope has been extended specially in view of the Commission’s
Report, and the principal item on its agenda will be the recommendations of the
Commission about cosoperative matters. The Government of India have no
doubt that this Conference, like the Agricultural Conference, will be very useful
in determining the action which the Central and Provincial Governments should
take on many of the Commission’s recommendations.

The proposed holding of these Conferences by no means exhausts the action
which the Government of India have taken on the Report. They are already
considering those of the recommendations which concern them primarily, such
as the proposal for the establishment of an Agricultural Research Council,
and recommendations which concern other Departments besides that of
Education, Health and Lands, such as, the recommendation for the perfection
of methods of protection against the import of destructive insects and pests,
have been referred to the Departments concerned for opinion. It would thus
be obvious to Honourable Members that, in view of what I have stated already,
it is not possible for me at this stage to announce any conclusions on any of the
recommendations, as it is not proposed to reach such conclusions before the
Government of India have had the advantage of consultation with the represent-
atives of the Provinces at the proposed Conference. I can assure Honourable
Members that, as soon as possible thereafter, the Government of India will
decide what action should be taken on the recommendations which, if accepted,
it is for them to enforce, and the method which should be employed in doing so.
The Government of India have no doubt that Local Governments will do the
same in the case of recommendations with which they are concerned.

I regret that I am not able to tell the House more than what I have indicat-
ed in the course of my brief speech. I will, however, venture to emphasise
that the Government of India were not at all remiss in the matter of applying
themselves to a consideration of the ways and means before they could reach
conclusions. I need not assure Honourable Members that they fully share the
desire already expressed to give prompt effect to the recommendations
contained in the Report, particularly to those which have a direct and
intimate bearing upon the uplift of the agricultural population. Let me

ain emphasise that consideration must precede action. In all these circum-
stances, I hope that the Honourable Member will withdraw his Resolution

-~



% GOUNCIL OF STATE. {17t Ske. 1928,

f8ir Muhammad Habibullah. ]

Rot on}y in the light of what I havesaid, butalso on my assurance that no
time will be lost and no efforts spared to expedite action on the recommenda-
tions of the Commission.

TuE HoNourABLE CoLoNEL Nawas Sk UMAR HAYAT KHAN (Punjab :
Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, I always say this against my friend, the
Hpnqm_‘able 8ir Phiroze Sethna, that whenever he deals with a subject he deals
with it in such a way that he does not leave any scope for others to advance argu-
ments, becajuse he brings them all up. The most vital thing, after what has
been dpne, is the amendment of my friend from Madras, for which we are very
much indebted to both. T have always said, Sir, that if there was any one class
which was absolutely forgotten in the way of help it was the poor zemindars ;
and of course, as has been said, they do feel it. The only thing that is most
needed is money, and my Honourable friend from Madras hit the nail in the
right place when he mentioned that. You cannot do anything unless there is
money. Previous to our present Government, the laws were not stable and as
the various Governments had to get something out of the agriculturist, what
they did was that whenever there was a dispute between an usurer and a zemin-
dar the unwritten law that they had, which was much better perhaps than the

. present one, was that they always saw that the man who was working in the
fields must live and his family must live also. They gave the usurers as much
money as they thought he should get. Now. there are stable laws and things
are different. _On the one side Government dues which are always increasing
have to be paid and then the moneylender takes away the rest. It is no use
whate\fer improving agriculture if what the tiller gets out of the land does not
go to him but to the bania. In reality I would make bold to say that this class,
since t.',he advent of our_best Raj, has been practically sold to the usurers and
there is no way of helping them except to buy them back and that can only
be done by the banks. There are certain banks which have no doubt proved
very useful, but they are on such a small scale that they cannot serve all those
who want money. There are lands which are very valuable but they are mort-
gaged. The agriculturist, having no money, cannot get them back. We have
in the Punjab a Land Alienation Act by which lands have been saved from
being alienated, but unfortunately those who interpret the law belong to
families, ]qmt fa.{mhes, as they are called, which are carrying on this very
moneylending business, The law is naturally interpreted against the agricul-
turists and that is one of the great difficulties we have got hitherto. Though
the land cannot be alienated, it can be given away to a moneylen.der for 20
years. If that happens, how is the agriculturist to eat ? Naturally he gets
mote and more into debt. After 20 years it will again go to another money-
lendgr. ’I_’he agriculturist will be compelled to steal and go to jail as he cannot
Eossﬂ:ly live on the land. It is not only for the Provincial Governments to
tome to our aid but it is for the Central Government to help us also. If
the Cel_ltral Government does not come to the help of 90 pelr) ce:nt Aof' the
population, who are agriculturists simply because they have been divided into
various provinces, I do not think the Government is doing the right thing.
After all, this Regolutlon has been brought forward not to give eﬁecgt to every
recommendation in the Report. As the Leader of the House has said, this
€Conference which will be convened will pick out the best recommenda’tions
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which ought to be acted upon at present. That is what is meant by this
Resolution and I do not see why it should not be adopted. I appeal to the
House in the name of 90 per cent. of the population to show them their kindness,
to show them that the House feels for them. I would ask the House not only
to adopt the Resolution but also the amendment moved by my friend from
Madras. It has been said that the Resolution should be withdrawn. After
all this is an appeal of mercy to the Government of India. In practice they are
going to do exactly what is asked for in this Resolution. When both sides have
come to an understanding, I do not see why the Resolution should not be adopt-
ed. I appeal again in the name of 90 per cent. of our stricken brethren to the
House that the whole House should come forward and see that this very good
Resolution and very good amendment are carried.

Tue HonourasLe Mr. MAHENDRA PRASAD (Bihar and Orissat
Non-Muhammadan) : I rise to support the Resolution moved by the Honour-
able Sir Phiroze Sethna and the amendment moved by the Honourable Mr.
Ramadas Pantulu. The subject is of great importance as it affects the agricul-
tural interests of the population. The recommendations of the Commission
should be considered as soon as possible, especially those relating to the Central
Land Mortgage Banks. The system of short term credits under the Co-opera-
tive Act has done its work very well. But they cannot be of much help so
far as long term credits are concerned. The chief reason to my mind is that .
the rate of interest which the borrowers have to pay from rural societies is

- g0 very high that it cannot be of any help to persons taking large loans for long

terms. The rural societies cannot give loans to their members at less than 9 per
cent. which I think is very high and cannot be brought down unless land mort-
gage banks are established. The land mortgage banks will have to raise money
by issuing debentures which do not carry so high a rate of interest as short
term deposits. If the Government guarantees interest on debentures, as
proposed by the Honourable Mr. Ramadas Pantulu, the interest on debentures
will be very low and money so raised can be lent out to borrowers at 6 per cent.
or even less. In order to keep down interest, it will also be necessary to add
the debentures to the list of securities under the Indian Trust Act. The greatest
gervice that the land mortgage banks can do is, in the words of the Commission,
to lower the rate of interest, and it is for this reason that their establishment i8
of the greatest possible necessity. The Honourable the Leader of the House
has asked the Mover to withdrhw his Resolution. I do not see any reason why
this Resolution should be withdrawn. The views of this Honourable Council
will be of some help to the Conference which meets on the 1st October in coming
to a decision.

I therefore think that there should be no difficulty in the acceptance of this
Resolution with the amendment.

(The Honourable Sir Phiroze Sethna was about to rise in his place.)

Tre HoNourasLe THE PRESIDENT : [ see the Honourable the Mover of
the Resolution is rising in his place, from which I assume that he is not attempt-
ing to bring the Resolution to a vote prematurely, but that his intention is
really to ask the leave of the Council to withdraw the Resolution. That of course
is a matter which is entirely in the hands of the Council, and I should, thexefore
now call upon the Honourable Member only if that is his intention,

Tax HoNouraBik Sir PHIROZE SETHNA : It is not, Sir.
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Tre HoNourasrLeE tRE PRESID : ,
debate to continue, ENT: Then I propose to allow the

M hTHE HoNourasie Rao Sams Dr. U. RAMA RAU (Madras: Non-
du ammadan) :  Sir, Agricultural India to-day is immersed in chronic indebt-
edness. As rightly observed by the Royal Commission on Agriculture *“ the
most powerful obstacle in the path of rural development and the most crushing
burde:n on the people is indebtedness . Co-operative societies in India have
done immense good, no doubt, in rescuing the people from the hands of merciless
:;urerﬁ and money lenders, but at the same time it must be pointed out that
to?l’l . e&mnﬁt}, tried to redeem the agricultural population of this country
ander which th ey ought to, on account of the numerous defects and limitations
er which they are functioning at present. They are helpful only in advancing
small loans for short periods with prompt recoveries. To my knowledge only
:iCh co-operative societies as have been formed in urban arcas and those by
) (?1 Government employees and others who have a fixed monthly income or
aily wages to count upon, thrive well, inasmuch as prompt repayment is
possible in these cascs. _The purely rural co-operative societics, where the
III’lembers are mostly agriculturists, do not reap the full benefit of co-operation.
b;z:g’;riel;lpao};n_lﬁilt of even small loans taken from the co-operative societies
by the sale g i :111 o> 88 dm oney can be had only at certain seasons of the year
dhech eir produce, and the moneylender is looked up to for help to
ischarge th.e debt of the society in the interim period.

of in?fﬂ?sztl ;lnrges’.iimf and personal .I’mP*‘l‘_ﬁ(*s are pawned at a usurious rate
ure on the rtWIf ht € successive failure of monsoons and the consequent fail-
properties Ii:d o dt iagrlculturxst to repay the debt and redeem the lands and
The establishmget’ ;cley naturally pass mtﬁ t.>he hands of the moneylende'rs.
means of saviner;;ho ‘”}d mortgage banks is, in my opinion, the only effective

by the agricul tEr' t;e agriculturists ijOm utter destruction. Loans are requi
ing marr!ig:, o 18t not only for the improvement of his lands but also for meeff-
amount afd c remon;)alg and,"the? expenses, and such loans are usually large 1
mortgage bank:n_not e repaid thhlp a short interval. There must be land
the day, mort 9‘m e}xlz_er_;r tt:lluk to which the agriculturist can run at any time pf
credit SLCieties g::d ® a!;)’ borrow money at the same rate of interest as I
kists, spread ov pay back the debt in annual instalments along with the
ﬁnal;cing bod ile]r 3 ;llumbe? of y ears. There'should no doubt be a central
should guaran{e : ilf:; Erow?lce which should 1s§ue'debentures. Government
ed with a view to secll‘:': t%: i Zdebeptures. A sinking fund should be arrang-
period. The Imperial Bank 131 Oeril{)tgon of the debeptures on the.expu'y of the
tures and as the repository of S uld be asked to assist the flotation of deben-
under section 20 ofpt}; Ty of State fl_mds should be invited to make advances
and endorsed in f e lrust Act against mortgages taken by a mortgage bank
form of exem tiona\ffour of the Imp?“al Bﬂ_lllk. .All existing concessions 101 the
swallow up apfairlyr](::l :tamp du.tles, registration fees, etc., which at prgsent
agency, should be contg pEOPOTtIOH of the money borrowed, through private
recommendations dlnue in favour of mortgage banks. These wholesome
in 1926, and a rl;m; by the Conference of Registrars held in Bombay
should ’be giVenPI;ﬁe‘:;i tOffm foto by the Royal Commission on Agriculture,
Honourable Mr. Ramad o forthwith, and this amendment of my friend the
these few observati a8 i8 none too soon nor too drastic to be shelved. With
rvations [ strongly support the Resolution with the amendment.

Id

. improvements which may be worked out either byggest

THE REPORT OF THE AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION, 101

Tae HoNouraBLe Mr. P. C. DESIKA 'CHARI (Burma: General):
Sir, I do not want to give a silent vote. Honourable Members are aware that
I wanted to move a Resolution for the establishment of land mortgage banks
and for the necessary steps being taken by Government with a view to relieving
agricultural indebtedness. I am glad that the (Government is making earnest
attempts to give effect to the numerous recommendations of the Agricultural
Commission’s Report, but I am anxious because they have to consider the
question of priority of the various recommendations, that is, as regards the
order in which they have to give effect to many of these recommendations.
I know, as Honourable Members of the Council know, that the Indian peasant
is not in a position to get relief from the heavy load of debt which is practically
oppressing him and which makes it im gsible for him to think about the ways
and means of improving his standard of living, and I submit that it is our
duty to impress upon the Government that the want of capital being the great
obstacle in the way of the agriculturist improving his position, it must be the
first duty of the Government and of those who take a part in the Conference
for giving effect to the recommendations of the Royal Agricultural Commission
to see that the first place is given to the question of the establishment of land
mortgage banks. Sir, I find that the Royal Commission has made certain
specific recommendations with reference to the establishment of such banks,
but I find that they have been a little over-cautious in making those recom-
mendations, and at the same time I do find that their overcaution is not
because of the fear that such banks will not be popular or will not be a safe in-
vestment, in fact I find in the latter portion of their Report they seem to
apprehend that the debentures are likely to compete with State loans, and that
gs in other countries where land mortgage debentures have been issued, such
debentures issued for the purpose of financing the land mortgage banks in
India are likely to be very popular and there is absolutely no doubt that they
will be more popular than the State loans themselves. Under these circum-
stances I am surprised to find that they say with an apology as it were that
there should be a stage of preliminary inquiries before Government starts the
land mortgage banks. So I think it is high time that these banks were start-
ed, because, without capital, without long term loans, the Indian agriculturist
cannot thrive; and of course as everybody who is interested in the safe and
proper working of agricultural banks will agree, the agriculturist who has to
take loans from these banks should be made to understand that they ought
to keep to regular engagements and that they will be obliged to pay regularly
all the instalments as they fall due. But at the same time unless you establish
land mortgage banks which can give long term loans extending, say, over &
period of forty years, it is not possible for the Indian agriculturist to be in a
position to pay regularly year by year the instalments due from him. The
proper object to be kept steadily in view for starting land mortgage banks is
to see that, as far as possible, these loans that can be given by them ghould be
for as long a duration as possible, possibly covering 50 or 70 yeass,-s0 that the
Indian agriculturist may be in a position to pay regularly of . cousse, aftey
paying the land tax, without feeling the burden and the oppression o the
debt. Unless the agriculturist gets capital, all the gther recommendationu‘%

whatever the Government may do, will go in vaingbeganse e agriculturist
will not be in a position to take advantage of §ny” ¢f these agricyltural
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means or by taking action on the various recommendations of the Report.
I therefore submit, Sir, that it is the duty of the Government, as of those
fortunate people who will be called upon to give their advice to Government
in this matter, to see that they insist upon this programme of land mortgage
banks being started early. If capital is forthcoming the agriculturist’s outlook
on life will be brightened. It is only then that he will think of improving his
land and have before him the ideal of a higher standard of living: otherwise
it is .absolutely impossible, Now the agriculturists are desperate, more
especially the small agricuiturists. From generation to generation they
have. beep going on shouldering this huge burden of debt and they have not
suflicient interest in cultivating the land because an agriculturist thinks that
he has been born to that standard of life to which he and his fathers have been
accustomed. It is impossible for him to take interest because he knows
full well that he has to work from morn till eve with one meal, or perhaps
not even one full meal, in the course of the day; and at the same time he
knows that whatever he cultivates goes to the moneylender, who is entitled
to insist upon his interest. The principal is very rarely paid up and unless
the peasant is 1mrpediately relieved of all this burden, it will be impossible for
him to improve his position in any manner. 1 therefore welcome this amend-
ment that special attention should be directed to the establishment of central
lt‘znd mortgage banks for the issue of debentures and the introducing of legisla-
tion to guarantee interest on such debentures which should also be added to
the list of trustee securities under the Indian Trust Act. I hope the Confer-
ence and the Government will consider other means to improve upon the
recommendations made by the Royal Commission in this matter, But if
they cannot take a longer view of things, if they will at least give eflect to
these spegxﬁc ‘recommendations made by the Royal Commission after an
elaborate inquiry, that will go a long way towards improving the condition of
the agriculturist. I have therefore great pleasure in supporting the Resolu-
tion as well as the amendment. T hope that this Council, which has always
been known to take an abiding interest in the agriculturist, will vote for this
with one voice, so that the people who meet in the Conference, including the
provincial representatives of various Governments, may be impressed with
the fact that this House, which is primarily composed of people who are in
intimate touch Wit'h the agricultural classes, think, and think rightly, that
the first and most important consideration ought to be directed towards the

{;:.]:lfs.d agricultural indebtedness by the establishment of land mortgage

Tae HoNouRABLE Masor Nawas MAHOMED N -
West Frontier Province: Nominated Non-OﬁicBi]al)I}KS]?f Ri'tl(ig?xiieég(ﬁfy
fortunate for the agriculturists of this country that after an exhaustive and
painful inquiry into all aspects of their life the Royal Commission on Agricul-
ture has. now succeeded in preparing its Report as to the present condition of
Athe' Indian agriculturist and suggesting ways and means to improve it. I
believe that every careful reader of the Report will not fail to apI;reciéte.the
labours of the members of the said Commission for which they rightly deserve
d'ne h]ghest g!:atlmde, of the agriculturists and landowners of the var}i’ous pro-
vinces in India. Now, Sir, the question of improving the deplorable condition
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of all those engaged in agriculture is of vital importance to this country. At
present I do not want to go into details of the miseries under which the agri-
culturists are labouring, as they are well-known to every Member of this House.
What I have to say in this respect is that immediate steps ought to be taken
to relieve them of their present embarrassing condition, for I think that the
betterment of their condition will bring peace, prosperity and contentment
in India as a whole. Nearly 80 per cent. of the population of this country ie
composed of agriculturists and landowners, and if suitable measures are taken.
to enable themtolive a life of contentment and peace, it will surely help
greatly in finding a solution of the ever increasing problem of unemployment in

. India. The agriculturists and landowners are so closely connected with each

other that under no circumstances could they be independent of each other;
so that if the agriculturists are better off their betterment will surely result in
bettering the condition of landowners and vice versa, and the betterment
of this large scction of the people will naturally have its effect on the public
revenue. The Royal Commission on Agriculture has come and gone and its
Report to ameliorate the condition of the agriculturists has been published by
this time. It is now for the Government to see to the uplift of the agri-
culturists by giving effect to the recommendations made in that Report, and

the sooner they are given effect to the better it will be for all those concerned.

Sir, I associate myself entirely with and support the Honourable Mover
of the Resolution as well as the Mover of the amendment. I do not think thab
any of us who have anything to do with the agriculturists will hesitate to
support this Resolution. 8ir, personally I would be satisfied if the Leader of
the House takes some action on that Report. A good deal of money has been
spent on the Report and it is a very exhaustive Report. Personally I will be
satisfied if the Report does not become a dead letter. If the Leader of the

 House makes representations to the various Governments and takes some

action himself I will be quite satisfied. The pretext is often put forward
that there is no money. But I say, Sir, that where there is a will there is &
way. We all know that if Government want to raise capital, the money can
be easily found from Great Britain, America or other rich countries and even
in India. If the Leader of the House takes action on the Report I can
assure him that he will earn the gratitude of all the agriculturists throughout
India. :

With these remarks, Sir, I.strongly support the Resolution and the amend-
ment.

Tae HonouraBLE M. G. S. KHAPARDE (Berar Representative): 1
propose that the question may now be put.

Tae HonourasLe Sik PHIROZE SETHNA : Sir, in my reply I shall
be as brief as possible. In the first place I would like to remove a misunder- -
standing which seems to prevail in one part of the House. Some Honourable
Members have asked me if I adhere to the strict meaning of the wording in my

Resolution. I have said “to take such steps as may be necessary to give

prompt effect to its recommendations.” They interpret this to mean that I
expect Government to give effect to every single recommendation. In my .
opening remarks I observed that there were as many as 667 recommendations,
1 cannot expect Government to give effeet to every one of the 667 recommend-
ations even in as many weeks, I quite realise this. My Honourable friend

a
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the Mover of the amendment and myself will be more than pleased if they will

give immediate effect to th i i
T Do ato et fo e recommendations on the points that he and'my-

Now, 8i int .
fault witI; Iig’f:rh :aga;( ¢ tp(;mti(ls that my friend Mr. Ramadas Pantulu found
that the critics wers ngo t0 as so}me of‘the critics of the Report and he observed
themselves who for ve 50 much against the Report as against Government
in that contention y afjs past have done nothing. Perhaps there is force
the agriculural o an I am reminded of the Report of Dr. Voelker,
and whose recommeu(()]gzy ’ WI;lO published his. Report as far back ax 30 years
Commission. It is a pit lotn}i o been entirely endorsed by the Agricultural
mendations ;:ill nox‘v e‘(lcle yt e at Government have taken no action on his recom-
of the Agricultural éo pt that Pcrhi“PS on the recommendation of the Chairman
in the last Honours tilllgll!SSl()Il a C. L E. was conferred on the learned Dr.
years ago. 1 recognition of his long forgotten services of 30

M .
- ); hgoln(:lt:ﬁ(lle f_rll:)(rild the Leader of the House has made an appeal
very good reason dW}t draw this Resolution. I fear I cannot do so for &
o Eoh Teas s;.nb it is this. My Hopourable friend, the Leader, in the
the HonourableyMe aRorate statement, which has given entire satisfaction to
v baourebe tr. amadas Pantulu and myself, has, as far as I know, gone
drawing};he R‘Zs (f'lu:i":nb(v):l?‘ (;lf us zlt;kle)ad for. Therefore, instead of my’with-
. € » which would be paradoxical after Gov
ing and going beyond what we had asked Lafter Government accept-
Leader of the Howse to con aske for, I, in my turn, appeal to the
nvince the Indian public that it i
Government of India o ' public that it is not always that the
L ppose the wishes of the public and that i f
great public importance like this, the Go ! Bt A matters
A ; ) vernment of India do at times see ¢
to do at times see eye
bu:};eil“;if: R}I:!;)Ll::;c(;f é (f:‘ust. the:efq;‘le that not only the Leader of the Hnu};e
; renment will vote 1 + Rex on
we will carry it unanimouly, ill vote in support of the Resolution and

Tre HoNouraBLE KuaN BaHa
. DUR Sir MUHA ! :
8ir, when I addressed my appeal to my two...... HMAD HABIBULLATL:
mem’ga'm ISIS‘N%E;R:B;;'iIR fAR(’{‘HUR' F}‘R( JOM (Bombay : Chamber of Com-
. : , ON 7 t of order, might T have your ruling in connection
;;lthr:f;i Speefléhjust dehvgred'by my Honourable friend Sir T’hirnzv Sot(l(nn(t ?
vaemml;ﬁtom g(iev?«;ﬂxrool;tll)ct)n 11; tiu:t, 1€lit}were accepted, it would commit. the
L8 eftect to all the rec ndations of the Agrie
tural Commission’s Report. That is my dif;icﬁlll'c\::u;‘l;i‘m“m of the Arient

T nl INTIY
diﬂicuﬁ?r i:{({Nt(;l?sl?B;(ﬁvel(‘iﬂﬁy f}?h}SIP&hl :} The Honourable Member's
, ) e lact that the adoption of a Resoluti
T,he House is after all merely a recommendation to :he Govemnmoium'lfi o
i8S no commitment. o e

Tre HoNouraBLE KHAN BamALUR S1R MUHAM

MAD HABIBU :
Xiu:x; tlhﬁg::tss:d my appeal to my two Honourable friends oppositeI}‘fotIiIid
fot in the least Xpect any smg}e Member of the House to understand tl’mt the
(overnmert te;:re opposing this Resolution. I tried to show in the course
e eds atement which I made the action that the Government of India
‘have already taken in the matter and the steps which they cont?amp[;a;e
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for the future. I think I convinced the two Honourable Movers of the fact that
the Government had, long before either the proposer of the original Resolution
or of the amendment had tabled their respective motions, taken the necessary
action in the matter (Hear, hear) and I am pleased to hear that the Honourable
Sir Phiroze Sethna recognises that the Government have not merely complied
with the recommendation that he makes but that they have even gone far
beyond that recommendation. While that is so, Sir, I expected that the
Honourable Sir Phiroze Sethna will not have any objection whatsoever to the
withdrawal of the Resolution, seeing that the objects he had in view, the
intentions that underlay his Resolution, were more than fulfilled. It was only the
other day that we were told by a friend on the opposite side who moved a similar
Resolution on land revenue that his intention was merely to rouse sleeping
dogs. Both in that case and in this it is not the rousing of sleeping dogs but
it is an attempt to rouse watchful dogs. So,as I said, there is no object in my
two Honourable friends opposite pressing for the adoption of this Resolution.
But I see that not only on their part but generally on the part of other Honour-
able Members also who have spoken on this Resolution there is a desire that
the Government should accept it. Well, as [ have said, I am not opposing it.
As I have said repeatedly, I am doing everything that this Resolution asks
us to do and more. In view of these circumstances, Sir, I have no objection

whatever to accept the Resolution.
Tue HoNourabLe THE PRESIDENT : The original question was :

“ TPhat the following Resolution be adopted :

“This Council recommends to the Governor General in Council to expedite the con-
sideration of the Report of the Agricultural Commission, and to take such steps as may be
necessary to give prompt effect to its recommendations, particularly to those which have

a direct and intimate bearing on the uplift of the agricultural population ’.””
Since which an amendment has been moved :
““ That the following words be added at the end of the Resolution, namely :
“including those relating to the establishment of Central Land Mortgage Bank®
for the issue of debentures, the introducing of legislation to guaranteein-
terest on the debentures issued by such banks and to add those debentures
to the list of Trustee Securities under the Indian Trust Act’.”

The first question what I have to put is that that amendment be made.

The amendment was adopted.
Tur HonourasLe tHE PRESIDENT :  The question then is :

“ That the Resolution, as amended, be adopted.”

The motion was adopted.

RESOLUTION RE REVISION OF THE TIME TESTS IN THE POST
OFFICE.

Tar HoNouraBLE Mr. G. S. KHAPARDE (Berar Representative) 1 Sir, the
Resolution that I beg to move runs as follows : .

vernor General in Council be pleased to appoint

& * This Council recommends that the Go
ndent of Post Offices and two of the employees

o bommittee consisting of a senior Superinte



108 COUNCIL OF STATE. [17Ta See. 1928.

[Mr. G. 8. Khaparde.]

elected by the AH-quia Postal and Railway Mail Service Union to revise the time tests
obtaining at present in the Postal Department.”

This Resolution of mine puts forward two propositions, One is that the time
tests should be revised and the next is as to how revision should be carried
out. The first part of it, I think, I need not dilate on at any great length,
because from the amendment tabled by the Honourable Member in charge I
shrewdly guess that the Government accept the necessity of revising the time
tests. If my guess is correct, then I need not elaborate, need not carry coals to
Newcastle, for nothing at all. I will therefore speak about the next, propesition
and that prloposit/ion i8 that the time test should be revised, in the particular
manner which I have suggested, namely, that there should be a senior Super-
intendent (.)f Post Offices on the Committee and two members elected by what
may be briefly described as the Indian Postal Union.  They have got.l a long
name, but for this purpose I am referring to them as the Indian Postal Union.
This is not the first time that | have raised this question of the revision of time
tests. In 1919 or 1921 I proposed a Resolution on this subject. 1t was
passed by this Honourable Council. Government acting on it appointed two
gentlemen to revise the time test. These two gentlemen were senior officers
in the‘Post Office. Thev recorded no evidence. Thev depended entirely
on 't}.1e1r own knowledge of the subject and they framed a certain seale of
revision. That scale of revised time tests has been going on up to this time.
But complaints about it have been rife. The chief complaints are two:
that the allowance for each item of work is very scanty, sometimes inadequate,
and secondly, that much of the important work which the Post Office people
had been doing was not brought under the time tests. These two objections
have been urged from time to time until at last I thought that I would try my
hand agan and see what could be done, These items that have been left out of ¢
calculation are rather large. As enumerated in the papers supplied to me, they
come to about 20 and it may even be 25 or 30. If 30 items which people
have got to go through in the course of the day are omitted from the time
tests the work suffers tremendously. Further one of these omissions refers
to items of banking. I can elaborate this matter but it will do no good. The
important part of the thing is that the system should be improved and atten-
tion should be drawn prominently to it. I shall not at this stage make further
remarks but shall reserve them to a later stage.

. Sir, I move my Resolution,

Tae HoNouraBLE MR. A. G. CLOW i
. : CALG. Industrie y Sec :
8ir, I rise to move the motion standing in fny nan::;:S und Tabour Secretay)

“That for the words ¢ i . .
of Post Offices and tworofs 4 to appoint a committee consisting of a senior Superintendent

: _ he employees elected by the All-Indi i i
Service Union’ the words ¢ to take steps’ be subs{itut:d.” ndie Postaland Raitwey Meik

correlc tm:ids:g'a:t onc;el that_my Honqqrable friend’s *“ shrewd guess ™ is quite
ment are o eoad loxze the main proposition underlying his Resolution Govern-
fime has. come f(ﬁ-ih accord with him. In other words, they recognise that the
o e 1e revision of the time tests prevailing in the Postal Depart-
P d i fy pmpt on which they do not see eye to eye with my Honourable

nd is one of detail and that relates to the manner in which the revision of
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these time tests is to be conducted. The words which I am asking the Council
to delete suggest the appointment of a committee of three members, one an
official and two elected by the Postal Union. Now quite apart from any question
as to whether a committee is the most suitable organisation for conducting this
work or not, there are two objections to the composition of the committee as -
suggested in the Resolution. The first is a minor one. Government do not
think that work of this kind can suitably be entrusted to an officer of the
rank of Superintendent and desire to appoint an official of higherrank. The
second is a much more serious one and that is that the committee will have on it
one impartial officer and two members who will be directly interested in the
results to be achieved, or, if they are not directly interested, they will
represent those who are very keenly interested in any findings that may be
reached. In other words, out of a jury of three, one will be impartial and two
will be keenly interested in the verdict. And the House will, I think, agree
that the rosults arrived at by a committee of that kind would not be results on
which reliance could be placed with confidence.

But I am anxious hefove I sit down to give the House some indication of the
action which Government propose to take if this Resolution is carried, for they
propose to go a good deal further to meet my Honourable friend than perhaps
the wording of my amendment indicates. In the first place they propose to
entrust the main responsibility for this inquiry to an Indian officer of the rank
of Postmaster-Cieneral. They intend to place him on special duty for this
purpose during the next cold weather ; but in order to ensure that his recom-
mendations are not made without hearing the views of those who are bound to
be affected by any recommendations he may make, we propose to instruct him
to ask for the co-operation throughout his inquiries of a representative of the
Postal and R. M. 8. Union. This willsecure two ends. Inthe first place the
responsibility for the recommendations will rest with an impartial authority,
and in the second place those to whom the results are a matter of importance
will be able to ensure that no factor which they regard as relevant is overlooked
during the inquiry. | hope that in view of this explanation my Honourable
friend will be prepared to accept my amendment.

Tur HonourasLe Mr. G. 8. KHAPARDE :  Sir, this is a good beginning.
A man asked God for one eye and God gives him two. The Honourable
Member has proposed a much higher officer than 1 would have dared to ask
to record evidence and give his finding on it. 1 therefore accept the
amendment with great pleasure.

Tur HoxourapLe THE PRESIDENT : The original Resolution was:

“ That this Council recommends that the Governor General in Council be pleased to
appoint a committee consisting of a senior Superintendent of Post Oftices and two of the
employees elected by the All-India Postal and Railway Mail Service Union to revise the
time tests obtaining at present in the Postal Department.”

Since which an amendment has been moved :

“ That for the words * to appoint a committee consisting of a senior Superintenden t
of Post Offices and two of the employees elected by the All-India Postal and Railway Mail
Service Union® the words ¢ to take steps ® be substituted.”

The question is that that amendment be made.

.

The motion was adopted.
M 3808
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TaE HoNouraBLE THE PRESIDENT : The question is:
“ That the following Resolution, as amended, be adopted :

s . . .
This Council recommends that the Governor General in Council be pleased to take
steps to revise the time tests obtairing at present in the Postal Departnent.’”

The motion was adopted,

The Hoxorraste the PRESIDENT : The Honourable Mr. Chani® and
the Honourable Dr. Rama Rout do not desive to move the Resolutions standing
in their names.  The fifth item standing in the name of the Honowrable Mr.
V. Ramadas Pantulu has already heen disposed of by the first item dizenssed
this morning. . l

. Ture Honovraptk Kuax Bawsovr Stk MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH
bl_r, now that all the Resolutions which appear on the agenda have heen disposed
of, th(’.nml_v other work that remains is that relating to the legislative husimess
appearing on page 2 thereof. I am afraid, Sir, we are very nearly up to hineh
time. The agenda for to-morrow, which is of course an oflicial day, hax alveady
been circulated to Honourable Members and they would have noticed therehont
that itis a very brief agenda. 1t seems to me that it will suit the convenienee of
Honoural')le Membersif instead of meeting again after lunch we meet to-morrow
and, su.b]ect of course to vour directions, after the oflicial work on the
agenda is finished, take up the consideration of the items left over today.
J may tell the House that in view of the happenings in another place we will
perhaps have heavy work in the course of the next few days, and I hope that
none of the Honourable Members will have any objection to our adjourning at
l}mc_h time this day and to our meeting to-morrow.  Of course ofticial Members
like myself could certainly have no objection to our sitting not only in the after-
noon but for as long as possible, but my only object in m;ﬁ\'ing this suggestion ix
to meet the convenience of Honourable Members.

Tae HoNovraBLE S1rR SANKARAN NAIR (Madras : Non-Muhammadan) :
If the Honqurable the Leader of the House can take up this matter immediately
after questions to-morrow, 1 have no objection to an adjournment : but once
any ,b‘_131ne3s begins, one does not know when it will finish. 1 am therefore
unwilling to give my consent except on the condition that these Bills will
be taken up immediately after questions and before the Government husiness
begins ; otherwise T should like to go on at once.

I tthll:lE HoxourasLi Knax Banapur Sik MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH:
nk the Honourable Member has already received the agenda for to-morrow.

*“ T B 2} . N .
with & rgxs C(éliﬂ}mll ree f)mvmends to the Governor (Jeneral in Council to appoint a Comnuitee
e htl-o cial majority to make enquiries and suggest legislation to give women che

ghts as men in the matter of succession to a deceased Hindu’s Estate.”

y ¢ H A} .
a C;mg!;t:éat;lfll;ctgcxi‘:;s:ngnends to the Governor General in Couneil to appoint forthw ith
in the curricula of educr;tinonf-otﬁcml .mcdu:?,l ox}wrts .to onquu-e.mtn the m}-isting (l«'f('t"ts
and suggest ways and me:n ;)r Med\cal LlC(.‘ntl&t(‘s in the various provinces of India
uniformily in the standard n? e:i) improve their course of study with a view to secure
conform to the minimum (:-e isr 'ca.;]xon imparted to them and at the same time make it
+ Council of Grea* Britain,” gistrable qualification prescribed by the General Medical
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Tuxz HonourasLe THe PRESIDENT: I can assure the Honourable
Mover of the Bills that when he asks that his business may be taken up to-
morrow immediately after questions, he will be practically getting what he
wants, because I understand the Government business on the paper to-morrow
after questions will take a very short time. I can assure the Honourable
Member also that 1 am not putting the convenience. . .. :

Trr HonoUraBLE SIR SANKARAN NAIR @ 1 hope it is not inconvenient
to you, Sir ¢

Trr HonouvransLk THE PRESIDENT : T am not consulting my own con-
venience ; wy desire is and has always been to study the convenience of the

majority of Honourable Members. The House has given me no guidance in the
matter. Perhaps if 1 continue up to Junch time I may be able to decide then.

HINDU INHERITANCE (REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES) BILL.

Tax Honourasre Sik SANKARAN NAIR (Madras : Non-Muhammadan) :
Sir, I move that the Bill to amend the Hindu Law relating to exclusion from
inheritance of certain classes of heirs, and to remove certain doubts, as passed
by the Legislative Assembly, be taken into consideration.

This, Sir, will be a very short matter. A Bill was first introduced in 1921
in the Assembly for this same purpose, it was circulated for opinions, it was
then referred to a Select Committee, which Committee had the assistance
of the then Home Member, of Mr. Rangachariar, as strong an advocate of the
orthodox view as you can find in India, and also of the late Mr. Seshagiri
Aiyar, a retired Judge of the High Court. After very careful consideration,
they made material alterations and then they passed the Bill in the form in
which we have it now. It then came up before this Council of State and this
Council thought that it had not received sufficient consideration, and that
there were many matters to be explained. Accordingly they did not reject
the Bill but they left the matter over for further consideration and under the
rules of business it lapsed. Then another Bill was introduced in the Legis-
Jative Assembly and this Bill was then passed and now it comes up before this
Council. So you will see, Sir, that the matter has been considered very fully
by the Legislative Assembly. The Bill was again passed in the Assembly
after considering everything that was said in this Council, and T trust that
there will be no objection to pass it without any long discussion. With re-
gard to one particular amendment on the paper to the Bill, I say that amend-
ment is not an objection to the Billin its present form but the amendment is
intended to carry the Bill further in order to include lunatics and idiots. 1
have told you, Sir, that the Bill seeks to remove certain disabilities which
exclude Hindu heirs from inheritance. Those disqualifications I will read
out for the purpose of drawing the attention of the Council to the amendment
that is going to be proposed. The disabilities are these. One is a text of
Baudhayana, “Woman is not entitled to inherit. Then females and persons
deficient in the organs of sense are deemed incompetent to inberit.” Manu
says “Eunuchs and outcasts, persons born blind or deaf or dumb or who have
lost the use of a limb are excluded from a share in inheritance.” Narada
says “ Any man who is an outcast, an impotent person and one suffering

from an incurable disease has no share in the inheritance even though they be
A >
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lggitimate.” Thus there are three classes : one is a class which refers to vi-
cious persons, that is, for example, a disobedient sou: the next those who
have lost the use of a limb ; that is the second class. Then the lunaties and
idiots form the third class. Now thix Bill does not touch the third elass it
does not touch the lunatic or the mad man. The result of that is that the Taw
with reference to them will remain as it ix now. Thev will he disqualified
and the_v cannot inherit and the amendment. is directed to bringing them under
the'Blll. As to the others, I trust, Sir, that the Council will pass the Bill.
1 will only now draw attention to one remark by the Chiel Justice of Madras,
The whole matter was considered over and over again, and the Madras High
C(?\lrt said in Volume £3 Mad. that all these laws are obsolete and * therefore \:‘t!
will not h‘ave anything to do w.th them now ™ and they will not enforce them.
‘I:atera ‘1‘1111 B.envh of the High Court reconsidered ‘them and they said,
well, if the circumstances are now different, it is not for the courts to declare

that ?hey are no longer the law ; that must be done by the Legislature™, and
that is the reason the Council is now asked to pass the Bill. 1 may draw the
attention of this Couneil, Sir, to the fact that it was the Chief Justice of
the Madras High Court, the Honourable Sir Murray Contts-Vrotter, wi o over-
ruled the decision in 43 Madras saying that the courst must not interfere with
this law, and it is for the Legislature to do it.  What he now savs is thix:

""E\'ory court in India has stragaled to limit so far asit could the barbarity of the
traditional law.” ’

Thqre are decisions which support this view ; some of them were reforred
to bX Sir Hari Singh Gour in his Statement of Objects and Reasons accom-
panying _his Bill.  They are the decisions in the Madras Law Journal, 251,
!;he deqsmns in 25 Madras 133 and 405 and other decisions which will not be
interesting to those who are not lawyers.

) In.those circumstances [ trust the Council will pass it without any further
discussion. I commend to the Council the consideration of this Bill.

Tue HoNoUraBLE MamarRATADHIRAIA S1t RAMESHWARA SINGH
of DarsHANGA (Bihar and Orissa:  Non-Muhammadan): Sir, | rise to
oppose.the Bill and I oppose the Bill on principle, the principle that the State
or Legislature should not interfere with the religions, or with customs or laws
based on the religions of His Majesty’s subjects. This principle was recog-
nised long ago, was clearly enunciated in the Proclamation of Her Majesty
Quqen Vlctm_'la, and has been scrupulously followed by the Government of
India ever since. The solemn pledges given in that Proclamation are the
goundatlon of peace in India and of the loyalty of His Majesty’s Indian sub-
jects and I strongly deprecate the tendency shown by Indian legislation since
the Reforms to interfere with Hindu law, because that law, as in the present
case of inheritance, is based on religious precepts and beliefs. Tt is common
knowledge that in the Sm:itis inheritance is associated with the idea of Shradh
and, generally speaking, while they recognise affinity of relationship they hold
that relative to be the heir of a deceased on whom rests the duty of perform-
ing the Shradh. It is unnecessary to quote authorities for such a well-known
fact. That thisis sois supported by the opinion of Mahamahopadhyaya Dr.
Ganganath Jha, Vice-Chancellor of the Allahabad University, which I see has
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already been circulated. Yet I think it will bear repetition and I wish there-
fore to quote it here in extenso. This 1s what he says :

“ It has always been my tirm conviction that the several parts of Hindu Law are so
closely inter-related that any attempt at piecemeal legislation cannot but be disastrous.
Dr. Gour’s Bill affords an instance in point. Under Hindu Law, the right to inherit
goes hand in hand with the duty to perform Shradha. If, therefore, some people are to
be inserted in the middle of Yajnavalkya’s list, it will upset not only the rights of inheri-
tance, but also the liability to Shradha.”

Thr HovourasLe Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY (East
Bengal : Non-Muhammadan) : On a point of order, Sir, is the Honourable
Member the Maharaja of Darbhanga discussing the Bill now under consi-
deration or the next one ?

Tri HoxovrasLe THE PRESIDENT : T think the Honourable Member
is probably right in pointing out that the Honourable Maharaja’s remarks would
be more appropriate to the second Bill on the agenda to-day, though I am not
able to say that they are so far entirely inappropriate to the present Bill.

Tur HoNouraBLE MAHARAJADHIRATA SIR RAMESHWARA SINGH
ov DarBrANGA t Very good, Sir.

(The Honourable Member resumed his seat.)

Tuw Hovovraprk tHE PRESIDENT : The Honourable Lala Ram
Saran Das.

Tur HonourasLi Rar Banapur Lava RAM SARAN DAS (Punjab :
Non-Muhanymadan) :  Sir, I rise to oppose this Bill as I did when it was in-
troduced into this Council on the 19th July 1923, T then told the House that
to judge our sacred laws by the criterion of whether they suit the present so-
called reformed members of our society or not 1s an anomaly. If we allow such
things to be done there will be no end to it. There are a number of - things
in religion which from our standpoint may not be right or suitable, but if we
o on amending our laws like this slowly but surely all our religious laws
will be broken one by one and all will be disintegrated.  In this Bill it is pro-
posed  to restore suceession to certain elasses of people whom the Dharm
Shastras have not allowed to succeed. Lunatics and idiots only have been
excluded from the present Bill, and so the idea 1s to restore the rights of succes-
sion to the other membars who are to inherit and who are debarred by congenital
Blindness. deafness and diumbness, congenital want of & limb or organ, and
so on. 1 think. Sir. that as this is a very important and a very controversial
matter and as it means the breaking of the Dharm Shastra, I must oppose the
introduction of the Bill because T do not want this Council to interfere with the
established religious practice of the Hindus which has been in force for thousands
of years past.

The Council then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty Minutes to Three of the
Clock.

The Council re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty Minutes to Three of
the Clock, the Honourable the President in the Chair.

. Tae HoNOURABLE MR. V. RAMADAS PANTULU (Madras : Non-Muham-
madan) : Sir, I wish to give my very hearty support to this motion. I know

»
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how in these cases Judges of the High Courts have always felt helpless in the
matter of administering justice and desired legislative interference to get rid of
the obsolete texts. It is really painful to think that thesc disabilities should still
remain. It is a matter for wonder that the disabilities were not removed hundr-
eds of years ago. I hope my Honourable friends who object to this Bill on the
score of religion will kindly reconsider the matter. T am afraid thev have not
considered the matter from the correct point of view.  Dharma was never allowed
%0 stand the same for all time. It is expressly stated that Dharma might change
from time to time according to the conditions of the country and that the
learned men of the country have a right to meet together and decide what the
Dharma should be from time to time.  1f any orthodox Hindu tells me that.
the Dharma of the Krita Yuga is the same as that of the Thretha Yuga, or that
the Dharma of the Thretha Yuga is the same as that of the Dwapara Yuga, or
that the Dharma of the Dwapara Yuga is the same as that of the Kali Yuga,
then he has not studied the text books. Dharma has undergone many changes
in the past and our books say that Dharma can be changed. Such changes
have occurred in the past and are bound to occur in the future and [ claim for
this House and for the other House and for the Legislative Councils of the country
the right to determine new Dharma ; they consist of learned men who are ani-
mated by patriotism and a desire to serve their country. These bodies are essen-
tially qualified to change the Dharma from time to time and 1 appeal to my
orthodox friends not to perpetrate wrongs in the name of ancient Dharma.
These disabilities resulting in exclusion from inheritance are barbarous and
no civilised nation ought to countenance them. lappeal to my Honourable
friends the Maharajadhiraja of Darbhanga and Lala Ram Saran Das to judge
these things from a rational standpoint and according to the present conditions
of the country and not to harp back upon Dharma Shastras. Dharma Shas-
tras do not support the theory that Dharma is unchangeable for all time to
come. I therefore give my fullest support to the motion for consideration.

Tre HoNourabLE Mk. 8. R. DAS (Law Member) :  Sir, | think it is right
to explain to the House the attitude that Government propose to take in regard
to this measure. As it is usual with the Government in all matters of this kind
they think it right to take up a neutral attitude and leave it to the House to
decide either against or in favour of this Bill.  Government propose to remain
neutral, which means that the Members of the Government, will not vote either
way on this occasion, but the official Members will be free to vote in any way
they think fit.

Tue HonouraBLE S1R SANKARAN NAIR : Rir. there i only one ob-
jecticn that hes been started and that is by the Honourable Lala Ram Saran
Das. He ventured to say that the law of succession is indissolubl - bound up
with religion and therefore we must not interfere with the law of succession,
Now, I want to ask my Honourable friend whether he has studied this Bill
which is before the Council because the Bill says it will not apply to any
person governed by the Dayabhaga School of Hindu Law. The difference
between the Dayabhaga School of Hindu Law and the Mitakshara and other
gsacred books which apply generally to the rest of India is this, that in the case
of the Dayabhaga School of Hindu Law, inheritance depends upon the right to
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offer oblations.  Strictly therefore if you interfere with the law of succession
in Bengal under the rule of Davabhaga. it will be an interference with religious
law and one has to justify that interference under that law. But generally
elsewhere in Tndia, the conclusion that has been a,}‘rived at by men who ate com-
petent to pronounce any opinion is that propinquity or M‘ood relat-i_onshlp deter-
mines the right of suecession, th ough some writers go further and say thap the
man who takes the property of the deceased must offer the funeral oblations.
I have made these observations aenerally, but 1 cannot help going further and
saving with reference to the province of my friend the Honourable Mr. Ram
Saran Das that whatever Jdoubt there may be elsewhere in India, in the Punjab
there is absolutely no doubt that religion has nothing whatever to do with
quccossion, and it is absolute ignorance to Say that in the Punjab religion
is associated with succession. 1 would not ask the Council to take it from me,
but T will just read a few statements by Mr. Mayne who is an acknowledged

authority on these questions. Hesays: o
“ As regards the Village Communities, the Punjab and the adjoining districts are the

region in which alone they flourish in their primitive vigour. This is the tract which the
Aryans must have first traversed on entering India.  Yet it scems to have been there that
Brahminism most completely failed to take root.” )

It is the Brahmins who have been responsible throughout India for introducing
these religious elements into all these (uestions of succession. Dr. Muir cites
various passages from the Mahabharata which establish this. The inhabi-
tants © who dwell between the five rivers which are associated with the Sindhu
{Indus) as the sixth ™, are described as ¢ those impure Bahikas, who are.

outcasts from righteousness.” .
_ “Let no Arya dwell there even for two days. There dwell degraded Brahmans,

contemporary with Prajapati. They have no Veda, no Vedic ceremony, nor any sacrifice.”
(An Honourable Member : ¢ Question) .  Of course you will question,
“There a Bahika born a Brahman, becomes afterwards a Kshatriya, Vaiciya, or a Sudra,
and eventually a barber. And again the barber becomes a Brahman. And once again
the Brahman there is born a slave. One Brahman alone is born in a family. The other
brothers act as they will without restraint. And thev retain this character to the
present day, as we shall see that with them the religious element has never entered into
their secular law.”
And then with reference to the law of succession, Mayne says that the
right of inheritance, according to Hindu law, which is wholly regulated with
reference to the spiritual henefits < is strictly and absolutely true in Bengal.
Ttis not so elsewhere. Among the Hindus of the Punjab the order of succes-
sionis determined by custom, and not by spiritual considerations.”  The
objection ix so wholiy without any basis that | was taken aback w'.en my
friend started it in utter ignorance of what passes in hix own country and
contrad cted me without having ascertained the facts. A custom, a rule of
law which prevails in the Punjab has so little to do with what is prevailing in
other parts of India, that when we find anvthing common to the Punjab
and the rest of India in the law of succession we may infer that it has nothing
Brahminical in its origin. There are further quotations, but I will read only
one more. This is what Mayne says: )
“In the Punjab and among the Sikhs and Jains, the rules of descent appear to be
in the main those of the Mitakshara, but the doctrine of religious efficacy is wholly un-
know ."

And he cites as authorities the Punjab customary law. The Council may

. take it, Sir, that there is absolutely nothing religious about the law in the Punjab.
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Now, my friend did not have the courtesy of making any reference to the
opinions which came from the Punjab. The opinions are here before the Council,
opinions obtained by the Select Committee.

The Chief Justice Sir Shadi Lal says that he approves of the p(‘ii\(iiplQ
of the Bill. The other impartial English Judges also agree with the principle
of the Bill.

Tug HonouraBrLk Lara RAM SARAN DAS: They are not Hindus,

Tur HonovrasLE Sik SANKARAN NAIR: Justice Shadi Lal is] a
Hindu and he has approved of the Bill. '

Sir, T ask the Council to take thix Bill into consideration.

Thne Hosovrasti tii PRESIDENT : The question is:

“That the Bill to amend the Hindu law relating to exclusion from inheritance of
certain classes of heirs and to remove cortain doubts, as passed by the Legislative Assembly,
be taken into consideration.” )

The motion was adopted.

Tae HonourasLi tae PRESIDENT ¢ Clause 2.

Tug Honourasre Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY
(East Bengal: Non-Mohammadan): I move as an amendment :

“ That in clause 2 the words * other than a person who is and has been from hirth a
Iunatic or idiot * be owitted.”

The object of this amendment is to remove the ncapacity of persons
suffering from any congenital defects from inheriting property. "This amend-
ment may be objected to from two points of view. one social and the other
religious. In ancient times of unrest and misrule might was considered essen-
tial for purposes of acgniring an-d helding vights o that those who were incap
able conld not be and as such were not cousidered entitled to hold property.
But with the advanee of civil'sation and consequent state of order and peace
in society and the estavlishment of institutions for the care of persons who are
incapable, this disability doex not stand in the way of persons suflering from
any disal ility from holding property. This principle hax been accepted by
my Honourable friend Sir Sankarvan Nair in introdueing this Bill and T need
not dilate upon it but I fail to understand why if such disabilities ave not con-
gidered to be a baragainst holding property, those who suffer through no faults
of their own from congenital disabilities should he prevented from acquiring
property while those who are incapacitated later onin life should be exempted
As regards religious grounds, T may at the outset say that the doctrine of spiri-
tual benefit is of no such exclusive application in Mitakshara countries as in
Dayabhaga countries and a great inroad has already been made on this prin-
ciple by judicial decisions inasmuch as it has been already held that property
once vested cannot be divested by any subsequent disability. 1f spiritual
benefit were the sole test, such benefit bLeing a continuous one, it cannot be
performed by an heir when any disability intervenes. [If in that cave the heir
ean continue to hold the property, why should persons suffering from any
congenital disability be prevented from inheriting property from his prede-

gcessors, especially when such religious ceremonies can and are very often
nowadays performed through the help of near relatives ?

With these remarks, I commend my amendment to the acceptance of the.

Bouse. .
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Tae HonouraBLE SR SANKARAN NAIR: I oppose this amendment.
It is not in the Bill as finally passed by the Select Committee of the other
House and at this stage I am not prepared to go further than what they have
done. They have excluded lunatics and they have excluded idiots. When I
asked the Council to take this Bill into consideration I pointed out that these
two classes of persons stand on a different footing. I would therefore ask the
Council to reject this amendment on this ground. T would however, if I may
be allowed to do so, give my Honourable friend a bit of friendly advice. If
the Council is against him on this occasion that will stand against him in any
further attempt which he may desire to make on a future occasion to bring up
this matter again. If he on the other hand withdraws his amendment the
matter may receive further consideration. 1 hope my Honourable friend will
withdraw bis amendment.

Tur HovovrapLe Mr. NARAYAN PRASAD ASHTHANA (United
Provinces Northern: Non-Muhammadan): 1 oppose the amendment in-
asmuch as the object of the Bill which ix before the Couneil is to remove such
disabilities which do not affect the intelligence of the person who is going to
inherit. A person who is congenitally blind or deaf or dumb may have enough
intelligence o as to look after his property that descends to him and manage
it. But to say that a person who is congenitally an idiot or a lunatic can per-
form those religious ceremonies which are necessary for an heir to perform.
or look after the property inherited is a mere myth and therefore my submis-
sion is that so far as the principle of the Bill is concerned, it is quite plain.
The amendment of my friend would bring in such persons into the category
of heirs who cannot hold and manage property properly. Therefore I oppose
the amdenment.

Tug Honourapte Lara RAM SARAN DAS: As this Bill has been
allowed to be introduced 1 rise to support the amendment. If other relations
can get the advantage, why should not the unfortunate persons who are
mentioned in this amendment inherit their share of the property ?

Tre HonovrasLe T PRESTDENT : The question is

“Phat in clanse 2 of the Bill the words = other than a person who is and
from birth a lunatic or idiot’ be omitted.”

The Council divided :

Fas been

AV ESN-T,

Akbar Khan. The Honourable Major Nawab Ray Chaudhury, The Honourable — Mr-

Mahomed. Kumar Sankar.
Khaparde, The Honourable Mr. G, 8, FRETIE
1 onourabic i Singh, The Honourable Maharajadhiraja

Mookerjee, The Honourable Srijut R
Pr(:sajd. 14 onoarabl i ama Sir Rameshwara, of Darbhanga.
Ram Saran Das, The Honowrable Rai
Bahadur Lala. Suhrawardy, The Honourable Mr. Mahmood..
NOES—13. ’
Ashthana, The Honourable Mr. Narayan Harper, The Honourable Mr. K. B.

Prasad. Jafifer, The Honourable Sir Haroon.
glul'don'i‘hTheHHonour%?le\é\lr. E. Macmillan, The Honourable Mr. A. M.

ow, e Honourable Mr. A. G. Rao Sahib-
Dadabhoy, The Honourable Sir Maneckji. Ra]r)nr aURau, The Honourable ] o

De, The Honourable Mr. K. C. .
rable Sankaran Nair, The Honourable Sir.

Froom, The Honourable Sir Arthur. B
Godfrey, The Honourable Sir George. Vernon, The Honourable Mr. H. A. B.

The motion was negatived.
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Clauses 2 and 3 were added to the Bill,
Clause 1 was added to the Bill,
The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill.

Tue HonNovrabLE S1k SANKARAN NAIR: Sir. T move that the Bill,
as passed by the Legislative Assembly, be passed.
The motion was adopted.

HINDU LAW OF INHERITANCE (AMENDMENT) BILL.

Tue HoNourRasLE Sik SANKARAN NAIR (Madras:  Non-Muham-
madan) 1 Sir. I move that the Bill to alter the order in which heirs of a de-
ceased Hindu dyving intestate are entitled to sneeeed 1o his ostate. as passed by
the Legislative Assembly, be takeu into consideration.

Sir, a similar Bill--and when | say ‘ similar’ 1 mean a Bill for the same
purpose, that is. to recoguise the right of inheritance of a son’s daughter, a
daughter’s daughter, a sister, and a sister's son and certain others -was intro-
duced in the other House in the year 1921. Then the matter was referred for
the opinion of the country generally, tha$ is, to all the provinees.  Opinjons
were received from all the provinces. Furthermore something was done in
that matter which I have not seen done in any other case. Mr. Seshagiri
Aiyar, who introduced the Bill, issued a manifesto to various persons in the
country and. in his own words as he put it, « circulated it to all the news-
papers, to all the Members of the Couneils, Central and other. inviting them tn
give an opinion.” I have got the manifesto here and it is a pathetic appeal
to every body concerned to come forward and say what thev have to say for
his guidance in the Legislative Assembly. Opinions were received and the
whole matter was considered by a Select Committee of which the then Home
Member, Sir Malcolm Hailev, and Mr. Rangachariar, who was the advocate of
the Mathadipatis and who appeared as such before the Government of India
on certain matters relating to the Mathadipatis, Mr. Seshagiri Aiyar, a retired
High Court Judge, and certain others were Members. They considered the
whole matter, and they made considerable changes, changes of such an impor-
tant character— and T have got the Bill as altered bv them - that there was
hardly anything left of the original Bill. The matter was then brought
before the Legislative Assemblyv. There was again a motion for fresh cireula-
tion ; that was defeated, and the Bill was passed. It was then bronght hefore
this Council by Sir Dadabhoy Naoroji (Laughter). I mean Sir Maneckji Dadahhoy
and there was some objection taken that the Bill had not heen adoquately
dealt with and it was not finally settled hefore the Council was  dissolved.
Again a Bill for this purpose. that is, for recognizing the rights of inheritance of
these four classes of individuals  that is, son’s danghter, daughter’s daughter.
gister, and sister’s xon - was again introduced into Legislative Assembly.
Nobody thought it nevessary to oppose it, considering the discussion that
had taken place before. the opinions that had been received before, and the
Bill was passed unanimouslv. Now the matter comes before this Council
and T ask this Council to take the Bill into favourable consideration. Alreadv
we have had some indication of the nature of the opposition that is going to
be brought forward and 1 shall therefore in anticipation of that
objection state briefly the grounds why these four individuals should
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be allowed to succeed to the property of a deceased owner aa};l heu‘s, ai;xlll(:
secondly, justify the place which has been given to ¢ ci(mf yme o
Bill. In order to do that—I am afraid it is not an easy tash 011' v
explain to the Council, consisting as fiit doeslof Memvb(e'rsizg(; 10121}: (t; uzllliﬁz:g;ons.
1 shall try to put the matter as briefly as 1 can, avodu he qualifieation
d yuld he required if we were to consider it i all its details, and av g
Slf:)t a\rl( ;llte ('X(‘,epgi()ns. Now in the case of a Hindu .ma,l_e owner olf 1‘p20£:ergi
we may take it that those who are descepded from hnr_l in the rﬁa e‘G t:n Ly
entitled to inherit to his property chordmg to tlhp ril?im:(})lzsﬁl; oirf q:cc;qqion
- law. Those who are ascendants above lim i the succession,
it?: in the male line, they also are entit!ed to inherit to .hxs pr‘(zpertya:lndglse
absence of nearer agnates. Now, accn{;dmg tondsgxfltx;v:lr:::r;;{i; ;a::nts the,
his sons, his grandsons, his great grandsons, a d‘ e,
s of the parents direct and collateral, and other .male escendan s an
i:lc];ngirﬁﬂ, xlnay inherit up to the 1.4th degree. That is to sag, tgle h{);‘ddfl; ::(i
the man himself, his descendants, his parents and male descen m:i s,h i gmale
parents and their male descendants. his great grandparents and ¢t en‘t o
descendants up to the 14th degree. According to others it may go no -
to the 14th degree but as long as you are able to trace the lineage. 1 v
Honourable Members will see that they are all males who are entitled to :qucc?g é
males cither in the descending line through males or in the asce‘ndl};lgt u;n
through males. 1 am not now referring to the distinctions that e}:l{.mlt;l be W:l o
sapindas, the nearer, and samanodakas, the remote, among these whic xsl.l 1(x1nt ne
terial at present to the discussion. I may say there is one ex}t:eptlon, :d L ihad
is the daughter. Leaving that aside, those are all agnates who succe ] o the
property of a deceased owner. After that therg come those persons,h rele ives
of the diseased male owner, who are related to him through females, the sis e[l
son for instance, or the mother’s brother’s son. All thege are bechmca.hy
called bandhus. You may briefly take them to mean relatives re!ated to the
deceased owner through female relatives. Now, all the male he!rs in the me;lle
line put together come to 204, and all the bandhus put together in so far as the
courts have recognized come to 128 ; and these two classes of heirs b‘et;ween
them make 332 heirs.  With the exception of the daughter you find no
females among them at all. Females are cxcluded from succession. It 1.;'
not a case of males being preferred to females, but of t.he total exclusion o
females, 1t even comes to this, that if there are no heirs in the male or female
lines as stated by me, the Government take the property by escheat to the

-exclusion of females. Now that is the law. What we seek to do by this Bill

is to get rid of that prineiple and to introduce into the lir}c of succession a few
selected females whose selection is likely to tind favour with the country gene-
rally, and whose selection will be a test. Afterwards the question may b:;
raised whether otheérs may not come in. Of course others may come in, an

I make that statement now in view of certain amendments which are be}mg
moved which seek to bring in other females as well.  But their case llas
not been considered. We have taken up at present only the,se 4 fe;lna es.
Now you will see that those 4 females under the Bill are ,the son’s daug t:;‘l—-
he is nearer enough to the deceased owner —the daughter’s daughtel:r-—ax’lo er
female who is near enough to the deceased owner— the sister and sxstt;:' s son,
Now in the case of the first three, they are absolutely excluded ; they have no

- rights of succession at all. We seek to bring them into the line of succession
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so that they may inherit. Now, the Council would naturally like to know the
place which we have assigned to them. I have stated already that in the case
of male agnates, heirs to a deceased owner, the principle of succession which
has been adopted is this.  First of all a man’s own descendants, and then after
them the descendants of his parents, and then the descendants of the wrand-
parents. Now strictly  speaking, according to that, these  two, the son's
daughter and daughter’s daughter, ought to come first among these, that is.
amongst the man’s own descendants, before you go on to his parents” descen-
dants.  After them have to come the sister and the sister’s son. as the sister
and the sister’s son are the descendants of one’s own pavents.  Thevefore,
if one’s own descendants, that is, the son’s daughter and the daughter's daogh-
ter are exhausted. then they are the persons who ought to come in. But the
Bill does not do that.  When vou read the Bill vou will find it has not
been logical in respect of that. The reason was this.  Wlhen the Bill
was referred for the opinion of the various provinces, the opinion was expressed
that it is not advisable to go very far now and the Home Member, who took a
leading part in the discussion of these questions, advised that we had better
not go too fast or too far at present, but confine oursclves to these four persons.
‘We had others included in the first Bill, but all those names were removed,
in order to conciliate opposition, that is, those who were in charge of the Bill
said that they would not insist upon giving the daughter's daughter and  the
son’s daughter the place that is rightfully theirs, but they will bring them only
after the father’s father and before the father’s brother. That was the suggestion
which was made and was accepted by them.  Now the question ix that 1 shall
have to go into a little detail after hearing the speech of the Honourable Maha-
raja, prematurely delivered. and state how those objections are to be met,
But perhaps before doing that the Council would like to know our reasous for
introducing women into the line of succession.  Till now it was onby the nales
in the male line and males in the female line as described by me who were quali-
fied, but not the nearest relative like a sister. She had nothing to do with the
line of succession. First we maintain it is not right to disinherit a person sim-
ply because of her sex.  The time spirit is against it, and in no svstem of law ix
it the case now. There is no case where a woman is disinherited on aceount of
her being a woman. Al those who have written on the subject have stated
that the level of civilization is determined by the position assigned to wonren in
that state of society.  If that is xo. that is now generally accepted, we tind that
women’s position is so low here that if we are to rise in the scale of ¢ivilization
it is.necessary and only just to recognise her right of succession. In the case
of all these females moreover it is a matter of social and moral obligation for the
n}ales to maintain the females who may not be entitled to the vight of succes-
sion. I say that it is only just therefore that after a man's death those persons,
those women, should inherit. It is a moral obligation on the part of the deceased
owner that his property should go to them for their maintenance. Look at the
condition of things in this terrible world of competition, where the strongest
and most cunning succeed. Primarily women have no chance against men,
and I expect in course of time, when the laws of inheritance are modified, that
the laws will be modified in favour of those who are helpless, and those whom the

deceased was bound to maintain in hix life time, and on whom they were living .
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and depending. It may be the case that men may have to fight for their
living, but nature has imposed disabilities on Women which make them unfit
to enter into competition with males on equal terms, 1‘:hou.g‘h‘ thgy are now
doing their level best to compete with men. But the disabilities 1mPo§;ed by
sex are such that there is practially no chance for women. Therefore, it is only
right and fair that those women who 'h.ave.bee.:n depending upon a deceased
owner for their livelihood and their position in life should be able to succeed to
the inheritance, I don’t say exclusively, but along with males, in order that
they may be able to get on in this world. ‘

There is one other reason. Look all over the world, e_zvery\_ivhere you see
women are pressing forward to assert their claims on a footing of equality, and
their claims are being accepted by men.  Whether the Jmen get tn‘qd of .the op-
position or are willing to accept in reason thefze women’s claim, their claims are
being pushed forward da)r.by da,_y and are being a,gcepted 'everywhf:re, even in
Muhammadan countries, in Africa and Turkey, in Arabia, also in England,
China, America and clsewhere. Do the Members of this Council imagine
that in India women are going to sit quiet and Jeave us males happy without
being disturbed by them ¢ Allover India mectings are being held.  You will
see 1t every day in the newspapers. Women want their rights on an equal
footing with men. They want even divorce.

In the other Counctla Bill was introduced for the dissolution of marriage
between Hindu men and women.  Would it be wise on our part to make the ques-
tion not one of reform but of revolution 2 How has revolution generally come ?
When urged in moderation, those interested always oppose any advance. They
say “ this will not do” and all sorts of reasons are found. Then w}'len 1.13
becomes impossible to resist the demand, revolution comes. Everytlnng 18
swept away and things are given which are never demanded and are nothing
to the reforms first asked for. On this occasion it is only four claimants that have
come in, whose claim is put forward. We do not give them the place that is due
to them according to the rule of inheritance followed by the Mitakshara. That
being the case, I say it is much better that we should vield in good season, so
that we may not be worried with other claims, claims for equity and all that
sort of thing.

Now there is another matter also which has to be considered. It may be
seltish on the part of the Council of State, but they have to consider it.
Reforms are coming now. This Bill has been passed twice by the Legislative
Assembly, and I suppose nobody will deny that the Legislative Assembly is
more rebrcsentative of tle popular intercsts than this House at any rate.
I do not say that this House is not representative. The popular interests are
better represented there than in this Council of State. (4An Honourable Member :
““Question. ’) My friend there questions. No doubt he imagines that
he alone is the popular representative of all the people either in the
Assembly or in the Council of State and that others are not. It would
be the case against the Council of State before the Simon Commission, ‘‘ that
this Council of State is composed of reactionaries and unreasonable people.
Twice the Legislative Assembly, which is a comparatively popular assembly,
has passed this sort of Bill. In whose interests ¢ In the interests of women.
Tt is a matter which will appeal to all the civilised nations of the world. Twice

. they have passed it. But what have these old reactionaries done ? When jt
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goes to them, they have got their religion, their antiquated notions of things ;
they have not got the ideas of young men of India ; they stand in the wl:gsE
every reform; we must sweep them out of our path; we do not want th):a;g
because they are an obstacle to every reform ; we cannot have any reform ai
all in the fact of these reactionaries ”. Now, just consider that, before you
vote down this Bill which has been twice passed by the Legislative Assembly
These are the prima facie reasons for this Bill. Again the Govermuent ll:t{'t;
declared the public policy in the Indian Succession Act. which gives the rights
of inheritance to a man’s descendants, male or female. before the inlll(xrit,;:||(:;x
property passes on to any other. If Sir Henry Mavue, who is responsible for
that, had his way, the Indian Sneeession Act would have been made o per-
missible law for the whole of India. e wanted a Civil Marriage Bill for the
whole of India, so that anvhody who did not want to be tied down to the ruli»l
gious laws of the Hindus could have hisown way.  He wanteda law of succes-
sion for the whole of India.  He was not for prcésing people to follow it hut for
le:aving it open to the people who wanted to abandon their own law of succes-
sion as irrational. I say therefore that the claims of women are supported by
what has been stated to be public policy by the Government of India.

Next I deal with the religious objection that has been brought forward. The
usual practice, which seems to be followed here, is for the gentlemen who mh the
objection to leave it to the Honourable Members, be they Christians, Mubam-
madans, Parsies or anybody else, to aceept their own authority that the matter
in issue is a religious question. They make no attempt what ever to show how it is
a'religious matter. They leave the whole thing alone. 1 shall go into a little
detail to explain the questions in issue without bringing forward technical or
legal arguments. The foundation of the law, the old law - -and T have bestowed
some trouble on it—-the foundation of the old law excluding females from succes-
sion is an old statement of the law by a venerable lawyer, Bodhayana, who says
women are not entitled to property and they should have no righf to succession.
Other writers, you will find, go for support to that lawyer Bodhayana. It is
a great name in Hindu Law. He refers to a Vedic text, and he says according
to the Vedas women should not have property. Thisis what is stated. Sirkar
translates it thus : '

« Females are devoid of prowess and incompetent to inherit.”

Another translation in West and Buhler is :

f‘ A woman is not entitled to inherit. For thus says the Veda * Females and persons
deficient in an organ of sense are deemed incompetent to inherit %

Now look at the way in which women have heen tricked out of their rightx
A commentator on the Vedas, Vidyanarayanaswami, who examined the m:n
explains that what the Vedas say is not that they should be deprived of pr ( . .. ],.
but that they should be deprived of drink. That is the meaning of tlllt)l{" o,
text. The right translation is this: ) e Vedic
of it asht{z?::cglf‘i(;ec.gnmd“?d disqualified to dvink the Soma juice and receive no portion
He continues :

« ({ranted that women cannot get a shave, what is
of 7 Only of the drink, the Soma ]‘Lli:(& ;(l:n(:f, ﬂ‘::’:t,-(:;:,}r::-t"thut they cannot get o shart

3 \s L‘ L ol 3 N P Y
}it, S(llsu :lrilﬁ :(';liz ':;E:lf S;]t::;?fe;;)oirg,(lhr(;% d}m t'lm.t women have _bcen <,le(-l;ix'.t,*(1
pertyv. ‘Fhe text really disqualifies them from

'
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drinking the Soma juice. It is relying on that passage that Bodhayana says
that women are disqualified to inherit. Now, you may ask, is this translation
of Vidyanarayanaswami accepted 7 1t is accepted by everybody. Even the
Judges of the Calcutta High Court, who declare against the rights of women,
accept that translation. Nevertheless we have to Tecognise the authority of
Bodhayana, though his authority does not support him and some commentators

follow him. The answer to that is this. There are others whose names are

o contradict it and say just the other way. I will only

equally venerable wh
adarayana and Jaimini say :

quote two names, B

“ Women could perform sacrifices and study the Vedas. They have proprietary

vights equal to those of men.”

This is what these two writers say. Now, 1 do not ask this Council to
decide thix question between these conflicting interpretations. We are incom-
petent ; we cannot decide. 1f the question is forced on a Judge, he will have to
decide, but this Council cannot decide.  But T am entitled to tell this Council
this. 1§ vou have sacred writers of law. like Bhodayana, saying one way,
there are others whoge pames are equally sacred and who are equally
venerab'e who say the other way and maintain that according to the
texts women are not disqualified.  1f we say therefore women
should have equal rights with men it would be strictly in accord-
ance witha good number of eminent <acred writers.  Therefore, the
statement that religion is against our giving rights to women without any
qualification whatever is not true. I shall briefly give you the purport of the
Smritis. The construction put by the courts upon the writings of Manu, Yag-
navalkya and Mitakstara is, those alone who belong to the family technically
called the gotra are heirs under the Hindu law. You see that the result of that
would be that women are gone because women are married and they go away to
another family. They then belong to another gotra. Therefore, they are not
entitled to succeed to the property. That is the ground on which the women’s
Furthermore, the commentators say that women cannof
study, perform scarifices and therefore they are not entitled to succeed. That
is the view that is followed both by the Allahabad and by the Bengal Courts.
Just the contrary is the opinion of commentators both in Madras and in Bombay.
They say it is not necessary that you should belong to the family. It is
enough if you are born in the family. If you are born in the family, then you
would be entitled to succeed. That brings me at once to the brother’s daughter
and the sister’s daughter. They are born in the family. Another ground
which is always put forward and which was maintained by the Madras lawyers
is this—that according to the rules of Panini the word in the Yagnavalkya and
Mitakshara which gives the right of inheritance to the male includes also the
female. That word applies not only to the brother but also to the sister.
That interpretation is accepted by some judges. Itis accepted in Bombay in the
case of some relatives, 1t is not accepted in the case of others.

sacred

rights are got rid of.

Thus you have got this divergence. In all partsof N orthern India that were
under the old jurisdiction of the Allahabad and Calcutta (ourts, they exclude
women from inheritance. In Bombay and Madras. it is held just the other way.
Now, as a Legislative Council. I ask you, what ix the line that we should adopt 2

~ Tt'is one thing for a court to say. ** I come to such and such a conclusion on these
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texts.” _ They cannot go bevond it. They may consider it ivrational but thev
must abide by the texts under the Hindulaw. They have to contine themselves
to that. On the other hand, when we as a Legislative Council have to deal with
a question like that, I have no hesitation in asking you to discard all the reac-
tionary proposals and adopt those which will conduce to the progress of the
nation. What did Christian reformers and Islamic reformers do 2 What i3
the Queen of Afghanistan doing now 2 She has discarded the purdah.

Tar  HoNourapnk Masor  Nawas MAHOMED AKBAR K'.HAN
{North-West Frontier Provinee : Nominated Non-Ofticial) : In Afghanistan,
they do not give the female the right of succession.

Tur HoNourasLe Sik SANKARAN NAIR: Under Muhammadan law
women share with men. The Queen of Afghanistan  says, the Koran
does not require or justify purdah and she says ** You must cast off the prrdah ™.
That is the wav of all reform. Go back to the salutary rules nf_ ruhgl:m.
Remove all the <-‘orrupti0n3 which have come in later. Y(.m nay mk.\. it l‘!mt God
Almighty is not likely to have done anything which is against ustice and
the weak. You may take it that the Prophet. of Islam and the great Rishis
of India and the Chiristian saints are not likely to have done anything
which is not for human happiness. So, the pl"lll(‘l])l(‘ on which all religions are
proceeding is this: discard what is not useful and diseard what vou do I'mlt,
want. (to back to what is for your interest undi what condueces to t.hu w cl—
fare of the ecountry. Maharajas may be against us and ()r““;d“};}w{‘.) «t
may be against us.  Now. why s}}(mld ask you to adopt |t“". mjl.\»'n.\?
and Southern India view in preference to the Northern ' l.“llf‘”,w \
Bombay passed those laws at a thue when the Mahrattas were |u \\«ir.q
advancin from success toosuecess, Such Jaws conduced to their henehit
and pro§ross. That ix a good reason why we shm‘ll(l”;mmptv‘tlm li‘l.ll(‘.r
in Southern India the man who enacted this law said, ‘ thf"\\.lmlv't.'n‘n,;l
is wrong . He was the Prime Minister of the State, .amd Iu:\‘ {:ﬂ.‘«‘ll!f).l.l differed
from that of others in that he was the Prime Minister of the \l]l:!llzilgl'lil‘lll
kingdom, the last great Hindu kingdom. Being Prime  Mimsier ol t‘.'\:L:
kingdom, he was in a position to enforce the rules,  He ealled all the great
Sanskrit Pandits of the time. He with his bmrhur. was ihe "”'"""‘,lftm_“"
of the Rig Veda. and that man was ina position to entoree tilmt“ law. lht“l{fv.-
fore, you have the laws in South India, the connmentators im N)l.ltrh(‘l'll l.ng 1a
and the commentators in Western India, at a time when the Hindu \'(‘llgl(fll
was in its glory and the Hindus were free and prosperous.  But North India
was then under the Muhammadans and the Hindus had to preserve tyhmnso.lves
against the democratic and iconoclastic tendencies of Muhammz}damsm.
Therefore the rules which were enacted in Northern India were rules mteu(!f?d
to preserve Hinduism, not intended for advance or for a very progressive
nation. This explains the rules which were enacted by these Northern India
commentators, and by the Mahratta and Southern India commentators.
What is the result 2 If you meet a Marathi woman, she speaks to you face to
face. Go to Northern India, the lady speaks to you behind a purdah. S0
1 say there can be little doubt that we should adopt the laws which were
adopted by Hindus at the time of their glory. Now one more argument,
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and I shall have done. Sir, women were declared disentitled to inheritance
by these writers because they could not study the Vedas and thus they were
not entitled to perform sacrifices. Sir, women now take honours in Sanskrit
and in Vedic studies and get scholarships. For all these reasons, I say the
existing law is against our interests ; it would stamp us as men of low culture,
because where the women are not advanced, there the civilization is taken
to be of a low standard and according to this test Hinduism would be taken
by others to be of a low culture. For all these reasons I maintain that we .
should get rid of the disqualifications for women. Sir, I commend the Bil
to your favour,

Tae HonourapLE THE PRESIDENT: The question is:

“That the Bill to alter the order in which heirs of a deceased Hindu dying intestate
are entitled to succeed to his estate, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, be taken into
consideration.”

To that motion there are two amendments on the paper: and I think |
I may say at once that the first motion for the cireulation of the Bill standing
in the name of the Honourable Mr. Rama Prasad Mookerje~ isnotin order.
I have explained to the Council on more than one occasion previogsly why
it is not so. The rules do not contemplate a motion of that kind in connec-
tion with a Bill passed by the other House and laid on the table here. The
rules may be right or wrong, reasonable or unreasonable, but I am bound by
them, The point is so abundantly clear that I do not propose to invito
discussion. 1 therefore call upon the Honourable Mr. Ramadas Puntulu
to move the amendment standing in his name.

Tae HoNouraBre Mgr.V.RAMADAS PANTULU (Madras: Non-
Muhammadan) : Sir, I move that the Bill be referred to a Select Com-
mittee. In doing so I wish to make it very clear to this House that
I am in entire sympathy with the principles of this Bill. The idea of giving 2
legitimate place in the order of succession to the female relations of a deceased
Hindu is not new, and the claims of persons selected for preference are such as
cannot provoke any opposition, My friend, the Honourable Sir Sankaran
Nair, has placed before this House the case for the Bill in « very able manner
and I associate myself entirely with all that he has said with regard to the
main principles of this Bill. If any further reasons are necessary, I will add
one more. Now that in every country women are enfranchised, and the
latest attempt at constitution in this country says that there should be adult
franchise both for men and women, I do not think we should tolerate a state
of society in which women are disinherited. The Married Women’s Property
Acts and other Statutes to remove disabilities of women to own pro-
perties preceded, in England and elsewhere, attempts to enfranchise women ;
therefore it would be anomalous to give political power to women and at the
same time disinherit them. I was trying only t'e other day to find out
what the position would be of the voters in England after the enfranchise-
ment of all women and I found from statistics that at the next general election
14 million women will take part as against 12 million men who will take part ;
and if we place any faith in the constitutional theory that political power is
entrenched behind the vote, then the political power in ¥ngland will = be
entrenched behind the superior number of women’s votes; and if India
- adopts the Nehru Report, there will be many more women voting than men.
M58C8 B
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Therefore I do not contemplate a state of society in which women who are
to be enfranchised will be disinherited under the Indian laws. Therefore,
I make this addition to the arguments of Sir Sankaran Nair in favour of the
proposed Bill. If T am moving [or reference to a Seleet Committee, T do so
not in a spirit of obstruction or for causing delay or defeating this legisfation.
I shall be content with three days time for the Select Committee to report,
and for my part T shall not claimseven days under paragraph 78 of the Manual
of Business, after the Sclect Committee’s Report is laid on the table. With
your permission, Sir, that rule can he waived, and 1 am quite willing that
the Bill with the Seleet Committec’s report should come back as quickly as
possible for the consideration of this Council.  (An Honourable Mewber @ 1t
is quite opento othersto claimit 27) Itis open to the President to dispense
with it.

I shall proceed to explain very briefly the reasons for my making this
motion, after making it abundantly clear that I am entirely in favour of the
principle of the Bill. The Bill as it stands is very defeetive in its wording.
Those who are in favour of this legislation ought not to bring in a measure
which will give rise to considerable difficulty both in its interpretation as also
in its application. Without occupying the attention of the House for any
length of time I will refer only to half a dozen defeets which in my opinion
require attention. First of allin clause 2 it iy said the Bill applies to persons
subject to the law of the * Mitakshara country 7. 1 have never heard of the
expression * Mitakshara country ”. There is in India no such country. 1If
my friend means provinces like Madras, the United Provinees and Bombay where
the people are under the Mitakshara Taw, then he will exclude families who are
governed by the Mitakshara law who are living in other provinces like Bengal
where the Dayabhaga law prevails.  There are many people from Madras, the
United Provinces and Bombay living in Bengal, and though they may own pro-
perties in their own provinces and be subject to the M itakshara law, they will be
excluded from the bencfits of the Bill because Bengal is not a * Mitakshara
country ”. Therefore I take serious exception to excluding people who are
living in parts of India which cannot appropriately be called “* Mitakshara
country ”.

Tae HoNouranrte Sir MANTCKJ1 DADABHOY (Central Provinees :
Nominated Non-Official) 1 Is not the term  “country” synonymous with the
term * school 7 ?

Tue HoNouranLe Mr. V. RAMADAS PANTULU :  Unfortunately
not. Therefore T urge that you ought to say * Mitakshara school ”;  the law
of the Mitakshara country ”* is not a proper expression.  Then, Sir, there are
words in clause 2  whether as a paramount authority or not 7. That, Sir,
involves a very serious question of Hindu law. 1f the intention of this legisla-
tion is to touch the Mayukha law also, which governs Bombay and which 18
really a sub-school of Mitakshara, then the sister who now fakes the 13th rank
in succession under Mayukha will take the 35th rank according to this Bill.
T do not know whether my friend intended not only to hielp’some women but to
do a disservice to others. But if this Bill becomes law a female heir now placed
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13th will occupy the 35th place. Therefore the words  whether as a para-
mount authority or not ”” ought to go. Another point is about the date from
which this Bill is to come into operation. My friend puts it as the 31st day of
July 1928.  That will lead to certain very grave consequences for it makes the
Bili partially retrospective in its application. To make this aspect clear it
will take some time for me to explain the legal position and I-do not want to do
so at this stage. [ will only give a very simple illustration. Till the passing of
this Bill the father’s brother will be a reversioner higher in rank than sister’s
son. The Bill seeks to make the sister’s son a preferable heir to the father’s
brother. Therefore a man who has been an cxpectant reversioner, say, for the
last 20 years since the death of a Hindu propositus is suddenly shunted
down very many degrees and another new heir, the sister’s son, is brought over
him. It may be said that both of these were expectant reversioners and
there was no question of divesting an estate vested in anybody.  But that is not
the point. Many things are built upon expectancies. A man may have
incurred liabilities or purchasd properties on the expectation of falling in of
reversions. But just about the time he expeets to get the property he will be
put out of court. I think it is absolutely unjust and it is opposed to sound
principles of legislation to make such retrospective changes in the order of sue-
cession. There are other anomalous consequences which will follow if this date
is accepted. The Bill ought not to apply to inheritance to Hindus who died
before the passing of this Bill. That is an esscntial point. Then, Sir, there
is the question of the definition of “ Hindu ”. 'That is very defective in my
opinion. In the first place it is unnecessary, and, if it is necessary, it is not right-
ly worded. It speaks of Hindu as “a person of the male sex ™. Tt is well
known to Members of this House that certain women have absolute rights in
property called Stridhana property, the succession to which is regulated in the
same manner as in the case of a man. Succession to absolute property to
women will follow the archaic rules while succession to men is changed by this
definition. Then in clause 2 (c) there is a very curious definition of “ adopted
gon”. It says:

« ¢ Son * inclusles an adopted son, provided that, in the case of the adoption of a
son to a sister's husband, the adoption has been made with the consent of that sister
during her lifetime.”

Even after a sister’s husband dies the sister can make an adoption, and the
adoption is made to her husband.  Therefore, in the case of adoption made to a
sister’s husband, by a sister with the consent of her deccased husband, such a

* son would not be an adopted son under the definition. Probably the intention

was to exclude a son adopted by a sister’s husband after the sister’s death,
But the intention is not at all correctly expressed and probably the word
“t0 " is a mistake for the word “ by .~ In clause 3 also I think that one or
two more female heirs ought to be brought in.  8ir Sankaran Nair has said that
there are many others who may be brought later ; their case was not considered
and that we ought to consider only the cases of the four individuals included in
clause 3. But in the matter of succession it will be opposed to recognized
principles of legislation to be frequently changing it. In my opinion the
son’s widow has got a preferential claim to the son’s daughter. Balambhatta
says so expressly. Under Hindu law the widow has precedence of the daughter
Therefore in clause 3 I think some other females should be brought in. It
is & very mischievous principle in social legislation to be frequently irritating
people and changing frequently the Hindu law texts regulating the order of
L]
B2
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succession, l quite understand that it will be possible to add other people
later on, but if a person occupies one place to-day in the order of succession and
to-morrow you come along and put another person over him or put the same
person below semebody else, it will nnsettle rights to an extent that is not
warranted by sound principles of legislation.  There are other objections which
1 do_ not went to go into at this stage very minutely.  The Bill does require
consideration hoth in drafting and in substance.

With regard to Sir Sankaran Nair's statement that it was well considered
by the other House and circulated for opinions T beg very seriously to differ from
him.  On heth the oceasions when it was brought, in 1923 and in 1928, it was
hurried through at the fag end of the Session and adequate consideration was
not given to the Bill. I will only refer to one small speech of four lines made by
an Honourable Member who opposed the passing of the Bill in 1923

“1 oppose this motion. My submission is that this is a matter which will have very
far-reaching consequences and at the fag end of the Session, when the House is very thin
and when a large number of Honourablk: Members have left the station and some of them
are packing their luggage and phoning  to the station master to reserve their berths, |

submit .that it would not he proper for us in the absence of our other Honourable colleagues
to consider this motion and pass it.”

Then Mr. J. N. Mukherjee said :

33 H M H
We are all packing up and most of us are half in the station,”

The circulation that was xaid to have taken place was not to public bodies but. to
provinces.  The public had no opportunity of giving an opinion on it.  On the
last occasion there was a very thin Heuse, and the whole debate covers about
15 Lines. 1 find there are no speeches and no consideration. It is not, there-
fore, in a spirit of delav that T make this proposal but in the interests of the
persons whose rights we are here to protect,

With these words 1 beg to move my motion that this Bill be referred to
g Y . . . R .
S.Ll(ct Committee. T hope Honourable Members will see that I have no inten-
tion of defeating this Bill, and I beg of them to vote for my motion.
Tae Honovrarrk the PRESIDENT: The amendment moved is:
“That the Bill be referred to Seleet Committee.”

1 ask ng(mrul»lo Members who desire o speak on this motion to confine
themselves strietly to that amendment, that is to say, to the question whether
the Bill should be referred to a Select. Committee or not.,

Tue HoNovramir Sik ARTHUR FROOM  (Bombay Chamber of
Commerce) :  Sir, when 1 first read the motion standing in the name of the
Hon'ourable Mr. Ramadas Pantulu. it appeared to me that it was a dilatory
motmI}, because T understand the original Bill had been considered by a Select
Committee in the other House, and 1 helieve 1 am correct in saying s0. (Several
Homourable Mcmbers : “ No, it was not ”.)  The original Bill was considered
by a Select Committee of the other House, (4n Honourable Member : * That
Bill dicd.”) That being so, T thought that my Honourable friend, Mr. Pantulu,
had taken advantage of a fortuitous circumstance that this Bill, although
exactly similar, was not the original Bill so that this Bill before us had not been
censidercd by a Select Comumittee, and therefore his motion was in order.
1 . listened with considerable attention to the speech made by the Honourable
8ir fankaran Nair and also to the speech made by the Honourable Mr,
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Ramadas Pantulu, and have come to the conclusion that there was a good deal
in what the Honourable Mr. Pantulu said. He has declared that his motion
is not in any way intended to be a dilatory one; that he supports the Bill
but that he thinks that a Select Committee of this House should approve it.
I support his motion that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee of this
House, and I heartily support the Honourable Mr. Pantulu’s statement that
he would like the report of the Sclect Committee made at an ecarly date-as
possible, in suppors of his contention that he is not trying to block this Bill in
any way.

Tur Honourasre Sik SANKARAN NAIR : My Honourable friends
have declared their love for this Bill and what they say is that they want
to improve the Bill and notto see it thrown out. But the Standing Order
says that if a Bill is to be taken into consideration the Report must
be made available for the use of Members for seven days hefore it comes
on for consideration, unless the President in the exercise of his power
suspends the Standing Order.  The result of this motion is that, if the Bill be
referred to Select Committee and say they report on it after two or three days,
you will have to wait for seven days before the Bill is taken into consideration.
That gets rid of the Bill during this Session.

Tk HonouranLe S ARTHUR FROOM :  The President may suspend
the Standing Order.

Tue HoNourasie SR SANKARAN NAIR: You can assume that.
Whether he suspends it or not depends on the questions before him 'and the
nature of the Report. It is only at that time he can make up his mind. Of
course if he says now he will suspend the Rule it is a different matter. I
would agree that the Select Committee should be asked to report in two days.
Now one question is whether the son’s widow sl}otxl(} come before the ot_hers.
The question has not been considered by the Legislative Assembly Committee,
It is a new question that has come up here and whatever the Report may be-—
(An Honowrable Member :** 1t was raised in the Assembly also.”) it is not in the
papers that 1 have—if a Member says, 1 want to move amendments, the
President might hesitate as he did when 1 requested to him in this very matter
to suspend the three days’ rule. It depends upon circumstances as to what he is
going to decide upon. So that I submit there is no doubt that what my friend
wants is calculated to get rid of the Bill, and therefore L say 1t 18 intended to
get rid of the Bill. What are the amendments which are now sought to be
brought forward ¢ Some are verbal amendments. They are all questions for
the Law Department. ~We will accept whatever the Law Member says,
except, of course, my Congress friends. They are not likely to accept the Law
Member’s opinion as to what those verbal alterations should be.

Then we will turn to the next question. Apart from the verb‘al amend-
ments, there are other questions of great importance, that 1s, the_rlght of th‘e
brother’s widow, the sister’s son. They are ull‘ going to be demded_ by this
Council. How can the Select Committee decide it ? It is not a question to be
decided in Select Committee. The Select Committee 1 intended to deg,l
primarily with those cases where we have circulated for opinions, 'That is
why it is said when a Bill had been referred to a Select Commltte?, in
the Legislative Assembly, we cannot refer it to a Select Committee.

>
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As T told you, not one but many opinions were r(f('oi.vwl. One of the questions
which my friend has raised is whether the brother's widow should come inor not.
It cannot be decided without the representative of the Government and with-
out knowing what attitude he will take with reference to the right of the Gov-
ernment. The man who opposed the Bill tooth and nail was there, Mr.
Rangachariar ; then the author of the Bill was there. We have not. got, the
assistance of any one of them in the Seleet Committee.  The original Bill has
been comp]utolyi altered by the Select Committee. Kvery suntul_\vu has been
modified. 1 will not say every word has been altered because 1 Imfl.tlwruye‘u'u
only half a dozen words left. All the rest of the Bill h'ns lwun.nm(h{.u:(l. lhe
Select Committee of the Assembly has bhestowed careful consideration 't,() all
the matters. And is the Select Committee sitting here for two .(ln.‘ys goiny lo
deal with these important questions brought forward by my friend ¢ Those
guestions have not been discussed, so far as I can see, anywhere, lw(‘-u‘u.\'(- H!u_y
could not come within the scope of the Bill at all.  They are all questions which
are eminently fit for discussion on the floor of this Council, except the verbal
amendments. My friends say,  Wearefond of this Bill; we want this Bill,
The Bill is one that is absolutely wanted, but at the same time I want a small
thing which will have the effect of putting it off this Ression. 1 am therefore
against it.”

Tur HonourasLke Mr. NARAYAN PRASAD ASHTHANA  (United
Provinces Northern : Non-Muhammadan ) 1 Sir, 1 rise to oppose the amend-
ment that has been moved, and my grounds are that the Select Committee
might improve it, but it will improve this Bill out of  sight altogether. My
reason for saying so is that the amendments made in the Bill will necessitate
its going back to the Legislative Assembly and being considered there and this
1 do not think can be done during this Session.  Even if the words ** 31st day
of July 1928 ” are omitted, under the rules, this Bill must go to the Legislative
Assembly for the purpose of ratification or for the purpose of agrecing with the
amendment made by this House. Now this means that the Bill must go to the
Legislative Assembly again, and we do not know when it will be considered
by that body and when this Bill can be put on the Statute-book. They may not
agree altogether and the Bill might be shelved again, and therefore 1 submit
that the effect of committing this Bill to the Select Committee for improving it
in any respect would be now to shelve the Bill altogether. Il any improvement
is going to be made and if any improvement is contemplated, that can he made
by an amending Act afterwards. If my friends who have moved for the
appointment of a Select Committee consider that the principle of the Bill is
sound, that these heirs must come in, and that their case 18 so obviously just,
then they should agree to the Bill being passed as it stands, so that it may not be
necessary to send this back to the Legislative Assembly, and when it is put on
the Statute-book then they may bring forward an amending Act for the pur-
pose of improving it, so that the son’s widow, and all other persons whom they
want to include among the list of heirs might be included. Therefore my sub-
mission is that the committing of this Bill to the Select Committee means
shelving it and shelving it for an indefinite time, rather killing it, and therefore
T oppose this motion.
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TrE HoNourasLr SIR MANECKJI DADABHOY (Central Provinces:
Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, I cannot share the apprehensions which have
been advanced in this House both by Sir Sankaran Nair and my friend
there in support of their opposition to the very reasonable amendment of my
friend Mr. Ramadas Pantulu. 1 had myself sponsored this Bill in this Council
in 1923 and I am to-day, as I was then, entirely in favour of the principles em-
bodied in this Bill. But we cannot lose sight of the fact that this law contem-
plates very radical changes in the law of succ.ssion prevailing among the Hindus
for over several centuries. This is a most important piece of legislation and
there may be ditferences of opinion, reasonable differences of opinion, on some
matters connected with it.  Personally 1 do not think it is fair to the other
Members of this House who are opposed to this Bill to deal with it in a hasty
manner. | do not see any scrious objection to this Bill going to the Select
Committee for the purpose of being fully considered and also for examining the
agruments of some of our friends on the opposite side who are not in support of
the Bill. In a matter of this character, where the law of succession which has
prevailed for many years and administered by our courts for over 70 years, what
difference will it make if the consideration of the Bill is adjourned for 7 days
or 8o, even if the full time is claimed alter it comes back into this House ?
I even go further and say that even if there be no time to consider this Bill—
which I do not believe, 1 think we are likely to sit this Session till the end of this
month—cven if it comes for discussion at the fag end of this Session or at a
later Session, a little delay docs make very little difference in such a serious
matter where radical changes in the law of succession are to be made. I think
every respect should be shown to the opposite view and I do not think the inte-
rests of the mover of the Bill will in any way suffer. Our friend there urged that
this Bill will have to go back, in case further amendments are made, to the
Legislative Assembly. Perhaps such a course may even be possible. The
Legislative Assembly is not going to become extinct by efflux of time till 1930 ;
and even if this Bill is to go back to the Legislative Assembly and considered
at the next Session, I do not think anything will be lost by such delay. I think
it is only right and fair that we should not hastily pass this Bill. We should
consider the other side of the question too and give our friends every opportunity
of arguing their case and placing it before the Select Committee. For these
reasons, I support the motion to refer the matter to a Select Com-
mittee.

Tur HoNourasLi Sewur RAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE (West
Bengal : Non-Muhammadan) :  Sir, it has been pointed ont by the Honour-
able mover that there was a Select Committee when the old Bill was hefore
the Legislative Assembly and that public opinion was invited on that Bill.
But, Sir, the original Bill which was placed before the Legislative Assembly
was not the Bill as it emerged out of the Legislative Assembly in 1923 and it is
not the identical Bill which has now been sponsoved by Sir Hari Singh Gour.
The Bill was not circulated for cliciting public opinion but it was circu-
lated by the Government of India to the heads of the different provinces for
the purpose of having their official opinion and the opinions of such other
bodies as they would like to have. Through the courtesy of the Legislative
Department I have got a copy of the opinions that they got at that time,
I find that at that time the majority of the provinces did not declare them-

>
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gelves to be in favour of this Bill in the sense that many of the provinces that
were not affected by the original Bill as drafted did not express any opinion .
and as regards the provinces which were affected, there also the opinions were
so divergent that the Government in each place asked the Government of
India to maintain a position of strict neutrality and also to get the opinion
of the Hindu public before this Bill was passed into law. When the matter
went before the Select Committee at that stage any member who cares to
read the procecdings will find that notices were not properly issued, the
members did not meet when the meetings had been called and the report had
not been signed by all the members of the Neleet Committee,  This was the
gituation in the old Council.  The Bill on that oceasion came hefore the Legis-
lative Assembly at the fag end of the Session-—I think onthe very last day.
Although objection was taken by some Members, that objection went unheeded.
The Bill has been brought in this time by Sir Hari Singh Gour and, as was
pointed out by my Honowable friend Mr. Pantulu, it was passed by the Legis-
lative Assembly in the course of a few minutes, Many of the Hindu Members
were not in the Assembly at that time. These facts show conclusively that
this Council should ponder deeply on this Bill and not allow it to pass lightly
in a reforming mocd and attempt to remedy an alleged defeet. which has been
in the Hindu law for centuries past.  The females ought, to have larger and
larger rights. Nobody is against that : coming from Bengal where females
have certainly higher rights than in many parts of Northern India 1 would
not stand in the way of females getting larger and larger rights, but | would
certainly not agree to any proposal which affects millions of the Hindu popu-
lation before we have pondered over the Bill and tuken into consideration the
effect that will be produced on other portions of Hindulaw. 1 would not go
into details at this stage. There are other provisions in the Hindu law which
have not becn taken into account by the Honourable Mover of this Bill. The
effects that would be produced on other portions of the Hindu law by the
passing of this measure have to be taken into consideration.  You will find,
Sir, that in the Bill as drafted and as passed by the Legislative Asserubly,
steps are being proposed to be taken only for changing the order of succes-
sion for inheritance to property from males, but no word is mentioned about
succession to property from females. Broadly speaking, succession to Stridhan
property is regulated, where the marriage is in one of the approved forms,
according to the order of succession in the husband’s family. Thus an ano-
malous position would arise by passing this Bill— one member of the family
would get the property from the husband and another member from the wife.
That point of view has to be taken into consideration by the Select Commit
tee and that is a matter which cannot be gone into by the full House. It
may be nccessary for the Select Committee to go very carefully into the ques-
tion about the date from which the Bill is to be givelleffect to, and that is
most important. [t is proposed to give this Bi WUretrospeetive  effect
from the 31st July 1928. That is a very serious matter, That date has
probably been taken from the previous Bill which had Dbeen introduced in
the Legislative Ascembly by Mr. Seshagiri Aiyar. In the carlier Bills, the
date mentoned was Sist July 1923 or 1924.  The year only was changed by the
sponsor of the Bill and fhe time that would be taken in passing the Bill through

HINDU LAW OF INHERITANCE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 131

both the Chamkbers of the Legislature and for getting the assent of the Govs
ernor General was not taken into consideration. I wou'd therefore strongly
impress upon the Members of this Council to send the Bill to the Select Com-
m}ttee so that there may | e free discussion among the members, and after the
Bxll comes back from the Select Committee it will be open to the Couneil
either to accept or to reject this measure. There is no question of hurry.
The present state of things has been in existence for centuries and even if the
Bill is passed in January next that would not upset Hindu Society. Speaking
for myself I do not know that there has been any demand from the Hindu
public for a change of this character. This is a change which was first put
forward by Mr. Bashyam Iyengar in the early nineties. Then it was dropped.
Then it was brought up by Mr. Seshagiri Aiyar. Again it was dropped. Now
it has been taken up again by Sir Hari Singh Gour. It is certainly pos-
sible to dispose of this measure before the life of the Council comes
to an end and my friend the Honourable Mr. Pantulu has pointed out that it is
not by way of a dilatory motion that he has hrought forward this proposal.
He wants the Bill to he brought up before th's Council before the end of the
Session. Judging from what is happening in the Assembly, it seems quite
hhke]y that we may be sitting for another two weeks and there will be sufficient
time fo_r'all these matters being gone into. I would therefore suggest that the
proposition made hy the Honourable Mr. Pantulu should he accepted.

Tur HoxourasLe Mr. MAHENDRA PRASAD (Bihar and Orissa : Non-
Muhammadan) : I cannot understand the solicitude of my friends 8ir Sankaran
Nmr and Mr. Ashthana that this Bill should be rushed through this Session at .
Slmla._ The Bill that is before the House is the one that emerged from the Select
Committee in 1923, but it still is full of defects as has been categorically stated
by the Honourable Mr. Ramadas Pantulu and to which list of defects 1 could
myself add, but T do not want to do so. That alone should have satisfied my
friends over there that this Bill should be referred to a Select Committee. Bir
Sankaran Nair suggested that some people say things in favour of the Bill and
in the end want to shelve it. It is a most unjust criticism against the Leader
of my Party. He hasmade his position absolutely clear that he agrees with the
pnncnple.of the Bill and that he wants it to be properly looked aiter by people
who are interested in it. I think it is absolutely unfair to try to rush this
Bill th.rough and I hope that the House will agree to send the Bill to the Select
gommlttee. The Honourable Mr. Narayan Prasad Ashthana has said that
if any amendment is made the Bill will have to go to Assembly. 1 cannot
unde-lstand what harm there will be if it has to go‘ to the Assembly. [t may
be, it may not be passed this Session, but that should not be a reason for
rushing through such legislation. Even if it does not come up before this
Session it will certainly come up in the Delhi Session and much harm will

not be done to the Hindu society during the interval. I therefore strongly
sla)uplt);le't the motion that has been brought by my leader, Mr. Ramadas
antulu.

Tre HoNouraprk Mr. G. S. KHAPARDE (Berar Representative) : Sir, I
have always opposed these attempts at piccemeal improvements of the Hindu
law of my friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, who has been continually bringing in
these small things by way of improvement of the Hindu law. Now the Hindu
lawisa system and if you want to alter a system, you must take all parts of the
system in‘o consideration before introducing all kinds of improvements. Asit
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is, Hindu law is being improved out of existence. Marriages are sought to be
reduced to the form of Gandharva marriages, and the system of divorce, corres-
ponding to the Muhammadan form of Talakk, is sought to be introduced.
Similarly in the present case it is admitted that there are many defects, and yet
it is argued that if these defects and difficulties are sought to be removed
that would cause great delay ; therefore this imperfect legislation ought to pass.
Isay, “Why this indecent haste ¢’ The laws of inheritance have been in existence
for centuries, and why should a delay of a few months frighten people and make
them so very anxious to pass the present Bill with all its defects and faults ?
My friend over there said, “Oh, you can bring in a supplementary Bill." Sir, that
reminds me of an old story of a woman who went toa neighbour and said, My
husband has been working the whole day and without food, therefore would
you give me some food for him . The neighbouring woman said, “Whap shall I
give to my husband who will return very hungry?” “[ shall provide medicine for
him ”, said the woman. The neighbour rephed “ Why don’t you give medicine
to your own husband, let my husband have his ineal as usual.” Now in the same
way, with regard to this imperfect Bill, my l.{onoumb.le friend says, “Well,
let my Bill pass and you bring a fresh Bill to improve it. I ask, *“ Why this
impatience? Let me improve your Bill now .” I remember in Knglaud tl_lex:e
was a proposal that a person should be permitted to marry his deceased wife’s
sister. Irememberin my time it took 40 years for that Bill to be passed
through the House of Commons.
AN HonouraBLE MEMBER : More than that.

Tue HoNouraBLE MR. G. S. KHAPARDE :  And here, with regard to the
laws of inheritance they are sought to be amended at once, on the ground that
it would otherwise cause too much del'a.y. ' Ido 1}ot understand this argument.
I object to carrying out piecemeal legislation to improve the Hindu law out of
its existence. Such a step to my mind is very undesirable. _I'therefore strongly
support my friend, the Honourable Mr. Pantulu’s proposition, that it should
go to a Select Committee.

Tae HonouraBLE THE PRESIDENT : The original question was :

“That the Bill to alter the order in which heirs of a deceased Hindu dying intostate

are entitled to succeed to his estate, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, be taken into
consideration.”

Since which an amendment has been moved :
“ That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee,”

The question is that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee,
The motion was adopted.

Tae HonourasLE MR. V. RAMADAS PANTULU :  Sir, I move that the
Select Committee do consist of the Honourable Sir Sankaran Nair, the Honour-
able Srijut Rama Prasad Mookerjee, the Honourable Mr. Anugraha Narayan
Sinha, the Honourable Rai Bahadur Lala Ram Saran Das—and may T sustitute
the name of the Honourable Mr. Narayan Prasad Ashthana for that of the Honour-
able Raja Moti Chand who has not come, because I want the United Provinces to
be represented on the Committee {—the Honourable Mr. Haig, the Honourable
the Law Member and the Mover —if I have your permission, I should like to
add two more names, those of the Honourable Sir Maneckji Dadablioy and
of the Honourable Mr. Khaparde—and that the number of members whose
presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee, shall be five.
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Tae HoNourABLE THE PRESIDENT : The question is :

“ That the Select Committee to which the Bill has been referred shall consist of the
Honourable Sir Sankaran Nair, the Honourable Srijut Rama Prasad Mookerjee, the Honour-
able Mr. Anugraha Narayan Sinha, the Honourable Rai Babadur Lals Ram Saran
Dasg, the Honourable Mr. Narayan Prasad Ashthana, the Honourable Mr. Haig, the Honour-
able Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy, the Honourable Mr. Khaparde, the Honourable the Law
Member and the Honourble Mr. Ramadas Pantulu, and that the number of Members whose
presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be five.”

The motion was adopted.

Tre HoNourasLE Mr. V. RAMADAS PANTULU : 1 request you, Sir,
to direct that the Report may be made ready in three days.

Tre H oxourasLe THE PRESIDENT : Thatisa point for the Couneil to
direct. There is nothing to prevent in this particular case the Report being
submitted to the Council at as early a date as possible because it must be more
than three months since this Bill was first published in the Gazette. But
without a motion being moved and the decision of the Council, I am not able
to direct anything with regard to the presentation of the Select Committee’s
Report.

Tue HonouraBre MRr. V. RAMADAS PANTULU : Then, with your
leave, Sir, I move that the Report of the Select Committee be presented within
three days,

Tur HonNourasLe Mr. G. 8. KHAPARDE : Sir, I oppose that
motion. I do not think the matter canbe ready in three days. The law has
gone on for centuries. It cannot be amended in half an hour or two days or
three days ; matters cannot be advanced in that manner.

Tue HoxourasLe THE PRESIDENT : The question is :

*“That a direction should be given to the Select Committee to repert within three
days.”

The motion was adopted.

The Council then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, the
18th September, 1928,
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The Council met in the Council Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, the
Honourable the President in the Chair,
BILLS PASSED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY LAID ON THE
TABLE.
SRECRETARY or taE COUNCIL: Sir, in accordance with Rule
95 of the Indian Legislative Rules, I lay on the table copies of the following
Bills which were passed by the Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on
the 17th Septemher, 1928 1~
A Bill further to anend the Madras Salt Aet, 1889, for a certain pur-

!)(Nl‘.
A Bl further to onend the Iudian Income-tax Act, 1922, for a certain
]W’i'ih"ﬁ( .

A Bill to amend certain enactments and to repeal certain other enact-
nienits, )

A Bill further to amend the Indian Succession Aci, 1925, for a certain
purpose.

A Bill to amend the Indian Trade Unions Act, 1926, for a certain pur-
pose.

A Bill further to amend the Indian Life Assurance Companies Act,
1912, for certain purposes, and to provide for the collection of
statistical information in respect of insurance business other
than life assirance husiness.

A Bill to provide for the protection of the match industry.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE TO SIT WITH
THIS INDIAN STATUTORY COMMISSION.
Tue Hovotrasre Kuay Bauapvr Stk MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH
(Member for Education, Health and Lands) : - Sir, T beg to move the following
motion which stands i my name :—

“ That in pursuance of the Resolution adopted by this Council on the 22nd February,
1928, the Council do proceed, by such method as the Honourable the President may direct,
to elect three of its Members to the Central Committee to sit with the Indian Statutory
Commission.”

Sir, in doing so, I have to say very few words.....
Tae HoNouraBLe Mgr. V. RAMADAS PANTULU (Madras: Noa-
Muhammadan) : Sir, I rise to a point of order. The motion that is just now
. ( 13 )
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made purports to be made in pursuance of the Resolution adopted by this
Council on the 22nd February, 1928, Sir, the Resolution that was adopted
by the Council on that date runs as follows 1 -

"

“his Council recommends to the Governor General in Counci 1o take steps for the
election of representatives from the Couneil of Rtate to participate in the Joint Conference
according to the procedure set ut by the Chairman of the Indian Statutory Commission
in his letter of the 6th February, 1425, addressed to His Excelleney the Vieeroy and Gov-
ernor General and his letter, dated the 10th February, to the Honowrable Nir Sankaran
Nair.”

Sir, I do not wish to repeat the contents of these communications and the
substance of the procedure laid down by Sir John Simon, the Chairman of the
Indian Statutory Commission, for this House s now familiar with then,
It clearly contemplated the election of a Central (‘omumittee by both
Chambers of the Central Legislature to sit with the Statutory Commission,
Now, Sir, the Resolution clearly laid down that the Council of State should
proceed to elect representatives only in accordance with the procedure laid
down by Sir John Simon, which is that of election by both Houses. I submit,
Sir, now that the Legislative Assembly has decided not to co-operate with
the Indian Statutory Commission, and no motion having been brought there,
6o far ag I know. fo ¢ eleetion of the quota of its representatives —and it 18
a matter of public  owledge that no such motion is contemplated either by
the Government or by the non-official Members in that House | submit that
the motion made by the Honourable the Leader of the House here is directly
in contravention of the Resolution adopted by this Houwse, and i not ade
in pursuance of it. T will only add one word, A motion such as this ix, in the
technical language of the lawyers, said to be a fraud upon the intention of the
original text of the Resolution. 1t was never contemplated that this Couneil
only should elect its quota. and the rest of the Members should be nnfnnlut.«'fi
by the Government. Therefore, T submit, Sir, this would m}munt. in spirtt
as well as in letter, to a fraud upon the intention of the original Resolution
adopted by this Council, and hence it is clearly out of order in my humble

opinion,.

Tue HoNourasLe THE PRESIDENT : "The point of order raised by the
Honourable Member is hardly what I anticipated when this morning he very
courteously gave me notice that he intended to raise one as to the a.dmis:s‘i-
bility of the motion of the Honourable the Leader of the House. His pomt
briefly put appears to be that, because at the time the Resolution was ado‘pt.ed
by this Council in February, it was contemplated that there should be a joint
conference or a joint committec, consisting of Members elected partly by this
House and partly by the Legislative Assembly, and whereas the Legislative
Assembly has refused to elect its quota, therefore this Council is barred from
proceeding any further in the matter. He is relying to some extent on the
exact wording of the Resolution adopted on the 22nd February, 1928, which
1 should like to read to the Council. T read only the relevant portions :—

“ This Council recommends to the Governor General in Council to take steps for the
election of représentatives from the Council of State to participate in the Joint Confer-
”

. OBCBesessse
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For the moment, I stop there. It is no more than asking the Government
to secure that the representatives from this House should be elected by the
House. In so far as the Resolution goes on to say :—

That, 1 take it-—and I never took it otherwise—refers to the procedure
for participation in the Joint Conference and not to the election. That is
to say, that the Resolution merel defined what would be the function of the
Members of this Council clected to the Committee after they had been elected.

I see no more in the point of order than that. If it is argued—I was
not quite sure whether it was argued or not—that because one course of action
has been taken in another place, therefore this House is bound to that same
course of action. I only have to repeat what I have said often before, that this
House has its own rules, it can only follow its own procedure, and is in no sense
bound by what takes place elsewhere. Therefore, the motion which is on the
paper to-day in its terms merely intends to take one step further the action
which was decided upon by the Council in February last. It appears to me
to raise two points only, that is to say, how many Members in this Council
shall sit on the Joint Committee and by what method they should be elected.
I considercd the point very carefully beforehand and I have no doubt in my
mind that the motion is strictly in order.

Tur HonourabLi Kuax Banapur SR MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH :
Sir, I was saying that on this motion I have to say very few words. It will
be within the recollection of the House that at its meeting held on the 22nd
February last the Council passed the following Resolution :—

“ This Council recommends to the Governor General in Council to take steps for the
election of representatives from the Council of State to participate in the Joint Conference
according to the procedure set out by the Chairman of the Indian Statutory Commission
in his letter of the 6th February, 1928, addressed to His Excellency the Viceroy and Gover-
nor General and his letter, dated the 10th February, to the Honourable Sir Sankaran Nair.”

Sir, at the time this Resolution was passed by the House there was no
immediate need to take action onit. The first visit to the country of the
Statutory Commission was purely preliminary. As the Chairman stated in
his letter to His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General, dated the 6th
February, 1928, the sittings of the Joint Conference suggested in that letter
would not commence until October next. In a telegram, dated the 10th
September, 1928, which has been published, Sir John Simon has requested His
Excellency the Viceroy to invite the Council of State to elect its proportion
of the Central Committee. The motion which stands in my name and which
I have now moved is the logical and inevitable outcome of the decision recom-
mended to the Governor General in Council to take steps for the election of
representatives from this House, The only two points touched upon therein
are the number of Members to be elected by this House and the method of
election to be adopted. As regards the latter you will, I think, Sir, give the
necessary directions,

Sir, I move.

Tae HoNouraBLE SeTHE GOVIND DAS (Central Provinces: Genersl):
Sir, as you have already given your ruling that the motion before the House
' A2
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_js in order, I am not going to oppuse it on technical grounds. 1 oppose it on
general grounds on behalf of the Congress Party. I am really sorry that 1
have to oppose a motion moved by my Honourable friend Nir Muhammad
Habibuilah, for whom | have great respect.  am sure, Sir, that if my
Honourable friend had not been where he is to-day, had he been a non-official
Mentber of this House, he would have been with us to oppose this motion.
His views in this respect are an open seeret. Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviva,
speaking on the Statutory Commission in the other place. 1% reported to have
said :—

“ 1t deeply pains me to say that the sortiest feature in this affair is that there are

Indian members of the Exceutive Council of the Viceray who lent their support to the pro-
posal for a purely Parlinmentary Commission which would exclude Indians from it.  The
common belief is that the Law Member fent his full support to this proposal. At the
game time T am glad to say that the comman helief al-o is thot Siv Muhammad Haulibullah
opposed the proposal and precticted that it would lead to the hoyeott of the Commission.
I should like anybody to deny these fiets if e can.”
The challenge which \\':ls_".thm\\'n out hy the Honourable Pandit in the other
place has not been accepted and. N, titl now nobody has contradicted the
statement. that Sir Mulanamad Habibullah was opposed to a purely Parlia-
mentary Commission.  Besides, [ am quite sure that if the term of office of
Sir Mu]mmnnu{ Habibullah h_;ul come fo a cloge before the Commission left
India, he wonld have beer with us to boveott the Commussion ke Rir ¢ P,
Ramaswami l:\'nr who declared himsell for the Boveott as soon as he came out
of the Executive Council of the Government of Madrax,

' Now, Sir, | enter, in?n the merits of the question. The Commitiee on
which the Members of this House are to sit cannot be called a Commitiee of
the_Centml Legislature untit the Members  of the Assembly are also elected

0 3 - Lo - ] A :
to ltf' :\(_(/or(lmg to the Government of ITndia Act the Central Tegislature
consists of both the Houses,  When the popular Chamber has in clear terms
declared  itself fo.r a non-co-operation with the  Commission, 1 cannot
unde_rstand how this C()I_l.nnt‘tee, \}'lnch is partly to Le elected and partly to be
nominated, can be called a Committee of the Central Legisloture,  Sir John
P LI, s T Wemedlars .. A : !
Bimon himself wrote o' Hix Excellency the Vieerov on the 6th February ¢

“ We suggest ’—

he said in that letter—

“ . . ) . )
f (.'lmtt:lh('3 Coon o g—;f -th](‘ \(1“111; al Legislature should in due course be invited to choose
rom their own non-official Mcembers a Joint Committee whi i ;

; ' e which might conveniently be
saven in number.” ght conveniently

He further said -

P . . . o . i
We have no wish to dictate the composition of the Iudian wing of the Conference in more

detail and we should greatly prefer that the precise scheme should b
‘ . , 3 <e scheme s » reached by agree t
between the different elements in India itself.” puld be reached by ngreemen

It passes my comprehension, Sir, howlSir John Simon, one of the acutest
legal brains of England, can now s~uggesf this course to His Excellency the
Viceroy and say :* YourExcellency shovld complete the composition of the
Gommittee in such manner as may reem to vou most appropriate” [ am
really surprised to see the charge in Sir Jchn Simen. Mere suxpris'ed am I

¢+
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to find that His Excellency the Viceroy, who is well known for his great sin-
cerity, has accepted this suggestion. There were two- straightforward courses
open to His Excellency the Viceroy. One was to write clearly to Sir John
Simon saying that, as the popular House has definitely refused to co-operate
with the Commission, a Committee of the Central Legislature could not be consti-
tuted. The other course was to dissolve both the Houses, as has been demanded
by the majority of the elected Members of the other House. I am sure, Sir, if
new elections take place, an overwhelming majority of boycotters will be
returned to the other House, and even in this House their number is bound to
increase, as has been made clear by the last bye-election in Bengal resulting in
the election of my friend Mr. Mookerjee to this House in spite of the opposi-
tion of & Rai Bahadur. The course which His Excellency the Viceroy has
adopted is, to say the least, absolutely unconstitutional. His Excellency, Sir,
is very anxious to establish conventions. In his speech delivered in January,
1927, while opening the third Legislative Asscmbly, he said that he wanted
India to achieve Swaraj by conventions. May I ask if this is the way to
establish conventions ? Sir, it would have given me immense pleasure if His
Excellency had taken a strong attitude in this matter. India has known a
Viceroy who, though subject to a masterful Secretary of State in England,
refused to be dictated to by him in the matter of reforms. Sir, I am sorry that
His Excellency has willingly made a surrender. He said speaking in the
other place on 24th January 1927 :—

‘“ As long as the final control of Indian policy is constitutionally vested in the Secretary of
State on behalf of the Parliament, it is the duty of the Governor General in Council, while he
holds office, to guide his conduct in conformity with the general policy approved by the
Imperial Government.”

But, Sir, despite this statement, His Excellency can even now assert himself
as far as the composition of this Committee is concerned, because His Excel-
lency’s position is not in any way subordinate to that of Sir John Simon.

Now, Sir, as regards the Simon Commission, it may be said by some
Members of this House that the spirit of the boycott was dying out. They
will say that many provincial Legislatures have elected Committees to co-
operate with the Simon Commission. It is true, Sir, that several provincial
Legislatures have elected Committees to co-operate with the Simon Commission ;
but that does not prove India’s willingness to co-operate. If we exclude
the official Members of those Councils, if we exclude the nominated Members
of those Councils, what do we find ? We find that the elected majority of
every provincial Legislature and even of this Council is against the Simon
Commission. It will be further said, Sir........ Cerirenanene

TrE Honourasre Stk MANECKJI DADABHOY (Central Provinces : No-
minated Non-Official) : Sir, I rise to a point of order. I want your ruling as to
whether we are entitled in connection with this motion to traverse the whole
ground of the original motion and re-argue the same proposition which was
argued in February last in this Council, or whether we are strictly confined to
the Resolution now before the Council for the selection of three Honourable
Members according to the rules laid down in the Manusl of Business and
Procedure.
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Tae HonouraBrLE MR. V. RAMADAS PANTULU : Can we not give out
reagsons against the motion ?

Tar HonouraiLe THE PRESIDENT : 1 had hoped, as apparently the
Honourable Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy had hoped, that the discussion to-day
would more or less confine itself to the two substantial points raised by the
motion of the Honourable the Leader of the House. Howcover. e e has
asked me whether Honourable Members are entitled to go over the whole

und again, T am afraid | have to admit that they are so entitled. The
Standing Order which bars the repetition of a Resolution within one year does
not apply here because we are dealing with a motion and not with a Resolution;
and the Standing Order which bars repetition of motions doex not apply
because that only remains in operation during one Session; we are now in
another Session.

Tae HoNoUrasLE SETn GOVIND DAS: I thank you very much, Sir.
What I was going to say was that many Members of this House will say that,
since this motion has been brought before this House and many provincial
Councils have formed Committees, the boycottis dying out. One thing that they
will say in proof of this assertion I have already anticipated and contradicted.
The other thing that they might say is that many institutions in this country have
declared themselves for co-operation with the Simon Commission.  Now, there
is no doubt that a few institutions here and a few institutions there }u;w de-
clared their readiness to co-operate with the Commission. But, Nir, il we
endeavour to see how old these institutions are, we find that many 71>f th,cm are
not even as old as the Simon Commission itself.  As regards their status | will
give only two instances. There are two institutions in Madras; one an asocia-
tion of liquor sellers and another of leather manufacturcis, B()Vt‘]l {hese institu-
tions have declared themselves for co-operation.  The ground for ('(;-'u n-.rzxtion
Wit.h which thg Liquor Sellers” Association has favourdd us s w st 1':11\("(“"10\l1‘-d-
It is this: If India gets provincial autonomy, many provinees: \\?li Fh(-mmc
dry, and therefore it is better for us to co-operate with the Commission.  SIt
this is the kind of institutions which are co-operating and which 11‘1;"«' (i«.vl;vr«(i
themselves for co-operation with the Simon Commission. ( ‘

Thg All-Parties Conference which met at Lucknow has decrded to cail a
convention next December in Calcutta to consider the constitution sdopted
.by t:he .Conference. Tt has been thought advisable to i‘l‘.\'ih‘ m\l\\" A f]hnse
institutions which are at least two years old.  But the Simon Commission in its
anxiety to get as much support as possible has made no such di%tiﬁciinn I
may be excused if 1 say .that most of these institutions which l\;x\'e (lech;red
themselves for co-operation with the Commission can be called associations
and institutions only by courtesy, and if Sir John Simon and his coll 5 are
satisfied with their co-operation' I have nothi - S o e

, ing more to say on this pomnt.

Before I resume my seat I will state m i

S y opinion that the boycotters are
stronger to-day than they have ever been. To-day we have our ovyvn constitu-
tion accepted by the All-Parties Conference at Lucknow—the most representa-
tive Committee that has ever met in this country.. ..,

Tae HoNouraBLE MaJorR Nawas MAHOMED AKB;&
_ ; . R KHAN (North-
. X:gt Fr(g)ntler Province ; Nominated Non-Official) :  What about the l\s,luﬁam-
ans ’
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Tue HonourasLe SerH GOVIND DAS: There is some opposition on
behalf of Mubammadans no doubt; but most of the Muhammadans have
agreed. Leading Muhammadans like Dr. Ansari, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad,
the Maharaja of Mahmudabad and Sir Ali Imam were present at Lucknow
and endorsed the Report in very very clear terms. :

Tur HoNoUrRABLE MaJor NAWAB MAHOMED AKBAR KHAN: They.
are in a minority.

Tur HoNourapLe SErH GOVIND DAS:  No; I would say they are in
a*majority. Even in the Punjab, 1 would point out to my friend, Major Nawab
Akbar Khan, the majority of Muhammadans are with us as is clear from the
meetings which have been held there. He must have seen their reports in the
Tribune. The successful meeting was the one which resolved to support the
Nehru Report. The other meeting which wanted o oppose it ended in chaos
and confusion. ‘

Tur HonourasLe Major Nawan MOHAMED AKBAR KHAN: The
Muslim League is definitely opposed to it.

Tue Hovxourapie SetH GOVIND DAS: [We are not talking of the
Muhammadans between whom and the Government there is very little difference.
We are talking of the nationalist Muhammadans of this country, and I wantto
say that the nationalist Muhammadans of this country are with us.

Now, Sir, I will address a few words to my Honourable friend, Nawab
Sir Umar Hayat Khan. I was grieved to read his speech delivered on the
Statutory Commission.

He said :

“ We are going to ask for our rights. The untouchables are going to ask for theirs and
other communities also are going to ask for them. Where will those rights come from ?
They will come out of the hands of the oligarchy which is now in power. They in turn want
to snatch more and more power from the hands of the present Government. That party in
“fact wants a Raj of their own. We have to decide whether we are going to be under
their Raj or the present Raj. I may tell my Mubammadan friends that they have been’
enjoined by our religion, which is in our book, that the Christians will be our greatest friends,
and that is why the Prophet sent the best of his relations to Africa under a Christian King
of Abyssinia.”

This is, Sir, what my friend Sir Umar Hayat Khan said when the debate on the
Statutory Commission took place in this House. Well, Sir, I do not want to
quarrel with him for his abundant faith in Christians. What I do want to tell
him is this, that he should try to see whether. Christians have even or_m-_hun-
dredth part of the faith m Muhammadans which my friend has in Christians.
In this connection I should like to read to the House & letter which Lord Clive
wrote to William Pitt in the year 1759. Lord Clive, Sir, is the founder of ,th.e
Indian British Empire which my friend Sir Umar is out to support, and this 18
what he wrote : '
* The reigning Subah, whom the victory at Plassey in
provinces, still, it is true, retains his attachment to us,
support, will continue to do 8o.”

This is what my friend should hear carefully.

« but Mussalmans are so little influenced by gratitude, that should he ever think it his
interest to break with us, the obligations he owes us would prove no restraint.” . :

But to take an up-to-date example, Sir, the Muhammadans, ought to
knéw what the British Government did at the time of the Treaty with Tarkey

vested with the sovereignty of these
and probably, while he has no other
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after the last Great War. In spite of all this, if m y Honourable friend wants to
retain his confidence in the British Government more than he should in Hindus

J8ve no reason to quarrel with him. Sir, I am a firm believer not, only in
Hindy-Muslim unity, but in the unity of Hindus, Muhammadaus Parsis, Sikhs
atd Christians, 1 say, Bir, that no foreigner ean do any good cither to I:Iiudux
or to Muhammadans or even I say to Indian Christians, [ am firmly convineed

tl;gt the salvation of India lies in our united stand and not in distrusting cach
other. ‘

In. conclusion, Sir, I would tell the Government that one thousand and one
Commissions and one thousand and one Commistees to co-operate with
this Commission will not solve the Indian problem. If they really want to
solve the Indian problem, the best course for them is to give up their obstinacy
and false notions of prestige, and to cowme forward and eall a round table con.
ference to reconsider the whole question, Sir, 1 oppose the motion maved by
my Honourable friend Sir Muhammad Habibullah, i

Tre HovourasLe CoLoNEL Nawan Stk UMAR HAYAT KIJAN (Punjab
Nominated Non-Official): Sir, as reference has been made to the speech
which I made on the last occasion, I feel it my duty to wake g few obsefx;;z—
tions. The Punjab is a provinee which knows very well what had hap-
pened to it during the reign of the various Kings before 0 e
to this country. There had been inroads from the North-
time they plundered us, and since the advent of this rule,
security ; we have begun to understand the blessings of
which we live without much fear and in prosperity. Stir, [ endorse every word
of what I said on the last occasion, because I think the House i{Il(;\¥';l yt1ha.)t, I
have never befzn inconsistent. 1 know the Punjab Muhammadans v;\ry well
They are all in favour of co-operating with the Simon (.‘ommissi;m because
Hoqourable Members will probably remember that it was the first )ryovitlléo m
In&la which came forward and offered to co-aperate with the Sinﬁin (“»()mn’liq-
fion. Generally speaking, those who are elected to the local (?Oimei(g know t};g
1pinds of the people of their constituencies, and if a few Members f tl ?\
th;incﬂsfvgtei& ag;;ainst co-operation, I do not think I
wiskes of the Muslim community correctly. When there was a solit i » Musli
League What happened ¢ Most of the Punjabis held their ynlwty:“;?x;fﬁlrﬁ:lcl:;
and vt'helir own League, and they passed resolutiong agreeing to po-o ﬁat ) §vith
gh_e Sx.mon Commission, and only those who were ag:ziixst th: Yo . ! \ ) ;
to private affairs went to Lucknow. rovernment owing

Tare Howourasie Sera GOVIND DAS: Question 1

Tux HovourasLr CoLoNEL Nawas S UM ; .
hear me, please. IR UMAR HAYAT KHAN . Just

Tae HovouraBsre Masor Nawan MAHOMED AKB )
resolutions were psssed by an overwhelming majority AR KHAN: Those

the British came
Weost, and every
we find peace and
British rule under

local
they have interproted the

.........

‘Tae HoNourABLE CoLoNEL NAwAB Sin UMAR H {
: AYAT KHAN :
%l‘ie Punjab alone for the moment. Every province has now passed l\rIesol II;:;:)‘I:
m°°"_’"9‘*“°° ‘i"th, the Simon Commission and in fact have elected Committees.
the local Councils they have elected Committees already to co-operate with
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the Simon Commission. 1f there are more provinces willing to co-operate and
if they are taken as voting units there will be more votes in favour of the Com-
wission. One difficulty we have always had is about the composition of the
local Councils as well as the Central Legislature here. Most of the big cities
like Kalpi, ete., are regarded as villages. 1f a big city has not got so many
voters aud ounly one polling booth in that city, naturally the raral people who
are spread over a number of villages will not care to come in such large numbers
to vote, and the difficulty is that some lawyer or a professional politician stands
for election from the city and invariably comes out successful in the election.
And what do we find ? A collection of prepondering majority of lawyers and
politicians in our Councils with the result that they carry things against the
wishes of the whole population of the country.

Then, Sir, I have read something about my religion and also som ething
of Christianity., I bave also on many occasions held discourses on our religion
in the presence of Christians, and they do agree that both religions are very
much alike with very few differences. If I were to enter into a discussion of
this matter, I fear [ may be ruled out as being irrelevant and it may also take
more time of the House, and I do not propose to take up the time of the House
now as [ know there are many Members who are anxious to speak to-day on this
motion. But I willonly say this much, that when a Committee has to be chosen
from the Central Legislature, naturally the House which passed by a majority
that it would not co-operate comwld not certainly be expected to take
part in the election of & Committee, nor would it be fair for us to force
its Members to come forward and take part in the elections.  For
instance, if the Mother of Parliaments had decided anything like that,
well, I do not think anybody would venture to go against its decision. 8o
we all felt that when one House does not co-operate, its mandate binds all
Members and Government would have no better way out of this impasse
than this, that from the House which does co-operate all the Members should
be elected out of that House only. If you want Members to sit in Joint
Conference with the Indian Statutory Commission, you get all the Members
from the willing House. But that course is not being adopted. Up to that
extent, no doubt, I would agree with the Honourable Seth Govind Das. On
the other hand if there is a motion like this, then this House has to abide by
its own decision and if the Members are chosen as the Honourable the Leader
of the House has proposed, I think that will be quite all right. So, I really
do not oppose, nor do I say anything against the motion. All that I have
said till now has only been by way of observation. I know, Sir, that a great
many men whom the Honourable Seth Govind Das has described as represent-
atives of the country bave gone to jait (Hear, hear) and naturally they would
not co-operate with any one. There are others who are weather-cocks, When
there was the Khilafat sgitation, they constituted themselves into & Khilafat
Committee and they were its leaders, They gave up their practice at the
Bar, they grew beards and became great martyrs. What do I see now ?
Their beards are gone and they have resumed their practice in thé courts and
now perhaps they are doing better than what they did before thg becamé
non-co-operators. Now, they repent of their folly and I have Feard muny of
them say :  “ We were fools, we were carried away st the time by tfle gust
.of non-co-operation . Well, if such membersnow go afid éign the fepart, 1
do not want to say much about them. -
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Trg HonourasLt Mr. MAHENDRA PRASAD. (Bihar and Orissa :
Non-Mihammadan) : Is Sir Ali Imam one of them and the Raja of
Mahmudabad ¢

Tee Honovrante Coroxel Nawas Sk Umar HAYAT KHAN:
Ido know several names, Sir, but Tdo not want to bring in any of those
names, But when any name is brought in, it is not. my fault, That gentle-
man had his own grievance, He wanted something, but he did not get it.
As regards the name of the Honourable gentleman whose name has heen
mentioned just now, T will only xay that they areclosely allied. 1 think the
daughter of the one has been married or is about to be married to the son
of the othor. That is the sort of alliance.  That is why, 1 say, Sir, that this
conference which has been much talked of was more or less a packed one 1n
which nobody who was against its proposition was allowed.

‘THE Honovrapik SHATT MUHAMMAD  ZUBAIR - (Bihar and
Orissa : Muhammadan): Why did you not go there !

TrE Honourastl Cotonen Nawap Sm UMAR HAYAT KIHAN:
Nobody else was allowed at the Conference, It was a packed one ax I already
said. My Honourable friend has read certain papers. 1 have not brought
any of them, But I would tell the House about the letter written by Maulna
Shaukat Ali. You will see from an overwhelming majority of Indian papers,
specially the Punjab papers, that the treatment which was meted out to the
members who opposed the Conference  was simply absurd. Ouly - those
persons whom the organisers of the Conference thought would abide i>y their
decisions were allowed to enter the precinets of the Conference and others
were left out. A report drafted by such a Conference surcely cannot be called
a unanimous report. Well, Sir, we all have said many times here and
9lsewhere that if Muhammadans do not choose their own representatives
in separate electorates. they could not send proper representatives. | know
about this so far as the Punjab is concerned, and | believe the same i the
oage in other provinces. The poor peasants in the Punjab are  heavily
indebted to the banyas, they are so much indebted that they cannot ot
out of their clutches. Now, if there were joint electorates, who will be rmu:n-
ed as representatives of the Muhammadans ¢ All those who are  heavilyv In
debt up to their noses will be put up as the Muliammadan representatives
at the bidding of the banyas. Only such Mubammadans as are willing to
&b'lde by the mandate of other classes will be returned to the Councils. §()\\'
thie will be the effect of the Report of the Nehru Committee. On one side
Nehru‘ and company say they are non-co-operators. At the same time,
they sit down and write this Report of theirs for the Simon Commission,

Tae HoNoUuraBLE SETH GOVIND DAS: No.

Tae HonourasLE CoroNrr, Nawas Sik UMAR HAYAT KHAN:
If it is not for the Simon Commission, why on earth did they wr.te this Report
at all. Thus they come forward to co-operate. That is the best co-operation
that they can give. They have written what the Simon Commission should
do, but in their Report they have endeavoured to do as much against the
Muhammadans as they possibly could. If that Report were adopted, the

whole Muhammadan population would much rather prefer not to be in India

atall.
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.Tae HonourasLE SETH GOVIND DAS: Question ?

Tug HovourapLe CoroNeL Si UMAR HAYAT KHAN: That
Report has donc the greatest injustice to the Muhammadans and all
who have read that Report are of the same opinion. The other day I pre-
sided over a meeting of the Muhammadans at Simla, and I think they are also
going to put forward their protest against®the Nehru Report. As 18
well known, the Muhammadans who come to Simla are of a very representa-
tive character. They come from all parts of India, either to seek employ-
ment under Government or for the purpose of their health or trade, etc. A%
that meeting there was a representative gathering of Muhammadans and
they all protested against the Nehru Report.

Tre HonourasrE SRIJUT RAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE (West
Bengal : Non-Muhammadan) :  Which 18 of a more representative
character ? - .

Tur HoNouranLE CoLoNEL Nawap Siv UMAR HAYAT KHAN:
I can tell you that the meeting at Simla was of a very Tepresentative charac-
ter. .......0

Ter IloNourantE THE PRESIDENT: Will the Honourable Mem=
ber kindly address the Chair and get on with his speech ¢

Tak HoNourasLk CoroNeL Nawas Sz UMAR HAYAT KHAN:
I will address you, Sir. Tt is well known, Sir, that the best leaders of the
country who know the minds of their constituents have all voted for the
Commission. An overwhelming majority is in favour of co-operation with
the Simon Commission. I will say, Sir, if a House had been properly consti-
tuted and if a House should consist of proper representatives of the rural
masses, who form about 90 per cent. of the population, then, 1 say, Sir, the
majority of the population will be on the side of co-operation. :

Tue Honourapre SHAH MUHAMMAD ZUBAIR: Let wus have
fresh elections.

Tur HonourapLE COLONEL NAWAB §ir UMAR HAYAT KHAN:
I am not going to waste my time by replying to you. T must address the
Chair.

Tur HovouraBLe THE PRESIDENT : The Honourable Member is not
doing that. (Laughter).

Tur HosouraBLkE CoLoNEL Nawas Sk UMAR HAYAT KHAN:
Well, Sir, the Muhammadans as & whole are very much ofended by this
Report. 1t is said to be a unanimous Report. But we have got faith only
in that Government which has saved us from many inroads and we want to
contribute to its stability. That is why we do not want to hurry things.
We want the Reforms to be given to us gradually. That is why 1 say I like
that certain rural people should be put on the Committee. Because it is only
the rural representatives who would know the minds of the rural population
and not those who represent urban interests. The urban people are abso-
Jutely cut off from the rural population. The urban people have got & world
of their own. The urban people are more educated and they bave mot got
sufficient appointments. That is why the majority of the educated people



146 ‘ .
OOUNCIL OF STATE. [18tm Skr. 1928,

[Sir Umar Hayat Khan.}

z;etiiag;;liliet tGovernment._ ‘They should not form the bulk of the members
overnmons ee. The opinions of those who are offended against the
not, e are naturally against the Government and their opinions should
1gh with the Government. Therefore, I hope, they would not be

given a preponderance. With these few words, I hearti '
a _ , I heartil
beforejthe House and T think it should be carried.ea 1y eupport the motion

Tre Hoxourasre Sir MANECKJI D . o
thelusual time limit applios to this motion. ADABHOY : May I know, Slr,’ if

Tre HoNOURABLE THE P : .
provide mo time Lo, E PRESIDENT : T regret to say that the rules

mad:‘;{)E- HSO.NOIIJRQBLE Sir PHI‘RQZE SETHNA (Bombay: Non-Muham-
rogard t(; 0 e11‘(,i rllse to oppose this m’otion. My submission is that having
oot evelopment of events that has taken place, it is not possible to
e le;mn;lttee: i compliance with the procedure set out by the Chair-
This Houms 1 er to His Excellen_cy the Viceroy, dated the 6th February 1928.
for the dlos as If)assed a Resolution recommending Government to take steps
N Hz)n‘o - representatives from this Council according to that procedure.
Ry e vl‘xse tl]i aware, the Legmlaﬁwe Assembly has passed just a contrary
wnd i ;z., at it will have nothing to do with the Commission at any stage
possible th)at; OI(‘jm. 'I_’hls action of the Legislative Assembly has rendered it im-
oo ra : on;mzttee can be elected or constituted in the manner required.
the fay }ﬂ) oV (; of the decxslop of the Legislative Assembly or we may not, but
10 lot the Cf) go .tq be recognised that the Legislative Assembly has decided
e I‘emrn‘lssu)n. severely alone'. The result of this is that there will be
Sir Jobn on Pfebl;f?fiiatlYes of the Legislative Assembly on the Committee which
o oo hgma y Cesue(.l or required, and from this it obviously follows that
laid dow ?[“ile i:l ommittee in accordance with the procedure as originally
the Jomn B Ce ;zmsmn of the Legislative Assembly not to participate in
e s _eef onference by means of a Joint Committee of the Central Legis-
this mati I Iaqt, rendered nugatory the Resolution passed by this House in

S matter. It 18 important in this connection for the House to bear in mind

what was the precise nature of the C i '
: ommittee proposed b I
Let me read what he says in his letter : prop 7 Sir Joha Simon.

We suggest that the two Houses of the Legislature should in due course be in‘vited

to choose from their . i Lo . : (
be seven in number”,non official members a joint Committee which might conveniently

He further says : @

“ We assume of course that j
. t just as we ourselves are a body selected f; all Briti
parties and both Houses of Parliament; so our Indian counterpai"t would befosxtlal far asrl!::;

be, truly representative.”
In other words the proposal of Sir John Simon is threefold : (1) tha

sgo:ild be a Joint Elected Committee of both Chambers of the Indiagl %,egistlattlll;?
ih) K alxlt the Committee should conveniently consist of seven members, and (3;

at the members should, so far as may be, be truly representative of all the
parties in the Indxag Legislature. It may be argued that Sir John Simon_has
got barred some latitude with regard to the number of members of the Joint
. Committee and the representation of all the parties in both the Houses, 1 agree
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that the number may be a little more ora little less than seven. I further agree
that having regard to the smallness of the number proposed and the consider-
able number of parties and interests in the Legislature, it will be practically
impossible to provide for the representation of all parties and interests on such a
small Committee. It is quite true that with regard to both these points, Sir
John Simon has not laid down hard and fast rules. But with regard to the first
point, viz., that the Committee should be a Joint elected Committee of both
the Houses, his proposal till only within the last ten days was absolute. He
had laid this down as a hard and fast rule. \

When Sir John Simon found it was hopeless to get a Joint elected Committee
to meet the aitered situation he has by his telegram to His Excellency the
Viceroy, dated the &th instant, asked Lord Irwin to complete the comy wsition
of the Committee in such manner as he may think most appropriate. This is
so different from the emphatic attitede in his letter of 6th Febraary insisting
upon an elected Joint Committee of the two Houses.  Both Gevernment and
Sir John Simon are defeated in their original purpose and rightly so for going
counter to the wishes of the people. The telegram of Sth Sepreniber enables
the Vicerov to take steps for the election of a Committee of this House only
and this is proposed to be done by means of the motion that we are now
considering. And, mark you, this telogram now permits His Yixeclleney
the Viceroy even to elect outsiders if he chooses to do so-—something to
which Sir John Simon and his colleagues and the Government were dead
opposed at one time. )

Tre HoxouraBLE Sik MANECKJI DADABHOY : XNo,no !

Tae HoNovrasre Sik PHIROZE SETHNA: [ stand corrected if you
can show it to me.

Tre Honovrasre Sig MANECKJI DADABHOY : Wil you show me
chapter and verse for your statement ?

Tae Hoxourasre SR PHIROZE SETHNA : I am sorry I have not got
my library here, but I think I am right in saying so.

Tae HoxouraBLE Mr. S. R. DAS (Law Member): On the contrary,
Mr. Baldwin expressly stated...... B

Trr HoNouraBLE SiR MANECKJI DADABHQY :  Of course he did.

Tre HonouraBre S;r PHIROZE SETHNA : Youmay tell us in your
speech what he said. ‘

Now, Sir, T hold it will not be in keeping with the dignity, of this House
to agree to the course suggested by the Leader of the House in the motion,
The Legislative Assembly has resolved not to co-operate with the Commission
and the Resolution was passed by a large majority of elected Members.  Indian
opinion, as expressed by elected Members in the Assembly, is decisively and
everwhelmingly in favour of withholding co-operation from the Commission.
On a vital matter like this which involves important national issues, it will not be
proper for this Council to set at naught the considered decision of the popular
Chamber and resort to what wiil naturally and rightly be considered as an open
conflict with a House whose decisions on national questions of this kind ought
0ot to be lightly ignored but ought to have a final and determining authority.



148 COUNCIL OF STATE. {18TH SEp. 1928.
{Sir Phitoze Sethna.]

Some provinecial Councils, with the help of the official block have, no doubt,
gone through the farce of deciding in favour of co-operation with the Commission
as we have done in this Council. Leancall it by no other name. At the time
this matter was considered in the House of Commons those in authority gave
the assurance that every possible point that would bhe put before them would
be considercd, and considered sympathetically.  One of such points, if [ vemems-
ber rightly, was the exclusion of the ofticial blocks in all Couneils from voting
on the question of co-operating or not with the Commission,  Whether the point
was so put or not, trasting to memory, I think it was a Labour Member,
either Mr. Ramsay Macdonald or Mr. Lansbury who suggested that officials
should not be allowed to vote at the elections of members to the Commnttee.

Will any one dare to say this was not a fair demand to make ? and yet
neither the Government here nor the Government at home have told us that they
have even considered the matter. Officials voted both in the Central Legislature
and in the Provincial Councils with the results we know. Would Government
have dared to leave the decision exclusively to the vote of the clected Members
or, to the combined votes of the elected and even the nominated Members?
Either one of these two courses was the right, proper and legitimate course to
adopt, but in that event they would of course have courted certain failure. The
decisions of the Council of State and of several of the Provincial Councils cannot
therefore be regarded as giving correct indications of the wishes of the people.

In reply to Sir John Simon’s telegram the elected Members of the Assembly
have thrown an open challenge and have asked His Excel-
lency the Viceroy to dissolve the Assembly and order fresh
elections ““ on the issue involved in the Resolution of the
Assembly.” The official blocks will not have a chance to play their role in
such elections, and such elections will be the only means of usccﬂuining unmis-
takably public sentiment in the country on the boyeott issue.

The Government of India want to make out a case both in England and
throughout the world, and particularly in America, because they know very
well that much attention is now devoted to Indian questions in that country.
My friend (the Honourable Mr. Vernon) may laugh, but if he reads newspaper
articles and the number of books that are now written there, he will find that
I am certainly in the right. ... ..

Tae HoNouraBLE Mr. H. A. B. VERNON (Madras : Nominated Official) :
I was thinking of Miss Mayo’s book.

~ Tre Honeourasig Sik PHIROZE SETHNA: I was not referring to
that book at all. T do not regard Miss Mayo as an authority at all. T say
that the Government of India are outto convince the world that the boycott
i8 & nine days’ wonder and that it is dead or dying. We say it is as strong as
ever and hence the challenge ; but we know too well, Government will never
_have the courage to take it up, for in that case they must regard their defeat as
8 fast accompli.
The decision of the Legislative Assembly expresses not only its own consi-
~ dered judgment but also the general opinion and feeling of the people at large.
Such being the case will it be right for this Council to run counter to the views,

12 Noox,
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i i ; 1d of the great majority of the think-
WlSheS arllfl'fe(:{‘}:g:o?fnt£};; r‘;()pl(l)lslryHygsl,ltS;gay our vet%ran colleague, thg Honou}'-
abl Pé(_)}‘qt mk 1;n Nair, in moving the Bill to alter the order in which certain
%’.le ; lrhk%m ‘M ntitieli to succeed, warned this House tbat if we did not pass

mdu (?H*Slslr? ebers will be regarded as old reactionaries, as obstructu.)m.sts _
the B 1? m::ommendations might be made to tl}e Stgtutory Commission
and thore orf t}rlethe Upper House. Sir Sankaran, who1s all in favour of co-oper-
to.dO a“{{'x}}] “tll : Sh’noa Commission, told us distinctly yesterday ‘s‘md Iam {e-
%?;lgng\; llt\i: e;xct words which T took down atbtlhe’:mme 'E‘}ﬁ?; feﬁh(;rgfx}mt }?Z

o ests " 8 i » Assembly . .
i}li]éx)el?::b?geSilr)egc;a;?::gsnéeir livlhf)},mwe knew, {s out and out in favour of

ti -} the Simon Commission. o

CO’OI”I“"“"‘“;%);‘(’:E};:BLE Mr. G. S. KHAPARDE - I say “ question .to 1.t.

THE HONOURABLE SIR PHIROZE SETHNA: Sir, T have falt;h in the

L0 OII;I I am one of those who believe that a second Charpber is neces-

BT efl' and well ordered polity. If the second Chamber is well consti-
ey o 33};1_1:1 kce s within its proper limits without prqvokmg, or coming into
e oo ﬂ'l 'cl wit};péhe popular Chamber, it will not fail to play an important
Opfln:s(:flullcpart in the national order. I therefore (:arr}estly appeal to this
sgllmamber not to allow its good name to be sullied, and its influence to;):hweal?-
ened, by an act of open hostility to the will of the popular C{laxénber agers tfe{; h)‘;
the voice of the nation, as willd Slgelz’h'be tilgo(;fse if we elect membe
Committee as we are asked to do by this I . .

Tt HONOURABLE SIR MANECKJI DADABHO%]: f$1r,(11 aéntrﬁo& :si:g
surprised to-day to hear the speeches of my Honoura. le 1'1ent }?, e h Govind
l Sir Phiroze Sethna. I fully expected opposition to the mot1 m
R:Zeagv(vlo Honourable Members. The reason for that is very obvious and wil

hinking man without much trouble. This opposition to-day

?&I;xi:g g:mrat?; :he policy of certain obstructionists who have been defeated and

discomfited in the country and are now opposing this motion for the purpose of

whitewashing the faces of their leaders and their party men. (Honourable

rs: “ No.”’ . ‘
Meméi:i HONOU})xABLE SErH GOVIND DAS: Sir Phiroze Sethna is not an
tionist, Sir. . '
ObStl;;‘l;}al OHON()UR.ABLE §;r MANECKJI DADABHOY : Sir, the judgment o.f
the country has been absolutely unambiguous. (Honourable Members.
“Q tion ?) Thejudgment has been a determined one ; and smarting under
thgzsfnlgs of defeat, this opposition has been set forth in this House for the pur-

iverti i he main issue.
o of diverting attention from t .
i TrE HONOURABLE MR. MAHENDRA PRASAD: It is therefore that we

want to go to the country, Sir. |
THE gHONOURABLE Sir MANECKJI DADABHOY : My fmend;;1 onbthe
site side have said © Question ”, when I said that the judgment has been
K d.:t rmined one. Look at the decisions of the seven Provmclal. Leg1S1at1ve
goun:ils in India. Except two provinces, the whole country which is repre-

" gented by these Councils has expressed in an unequivocal manner its willihg-

ness, its desire and its readiness to sympathise and to co-operate with fhe Si‘mon
Comimission wholeheartedly.
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Tae HoNoURABLE Sk PHIROZE SETHNA : With the help of the official
vote.

Tae HonourasLi Sik MANECKJL DADABHOY: No. Take the
instance of your province, Sir; take the Bombay Legislative Council. By a
preponderating majority it was decided to co-operate with the Comunission ;
and even if you exclude all the official votes, which I understand were
about twenty, there was still a non-official majority in the Bombay Council.. .

Tug Honourapre Stk PHIROZE SETHNA: What about the votes of
nominated Members ! You cannot rely on their votes as on those of the
elected Members. -

Tie HonoUraBLE S1R MANECKII DADABHOY : Not a hit.
TrE HonourasLk Stk PIITROZE SETHNA:  Absolufely.

Tug HowourasLe Stk MANECKJE DADABHOY: Absolutely — not.
So long as the constitution of the country is what it ix to-day, the nominated
Membors have the same rights and privileges ax the elected Members and form
part of the Councils ; and you cannot possibly with any show of logie or reason
make any distinction between nominated and  elected Members,

Tre HoxouraBLE MR, MAHENDRA PRASAD : The misfortune is that
the Members who cannot come in by election, even they are nominated.

Tae HovovrapLe Stk MANKCKIE DADABHOY @ That is your misfor-
tune. Sir, the decision of the Madras Council has also been explicit.  All the
provincesin India have done the same and eo-operation tas been readily and
tacitly extended. There hasnot been any solid, tangible opposition displaved in
the country during the last six mouths or even any show of apathy towards the
Simon Commission. Onthe other hand, theleaders of the parties to have sat.
quite quiet during the last few months finding to their mortification that i wax
* now a helpless and hopeless task to rouse the feelings in the country and rouse
any opposition against the Simon Commission. 8o, so far as the judgment of
the country is concerned, it has given support to the Government of India as
well as to the Commission.

Then, Sir, my friend, Sir Phiroze Sethna referred to the decision of the
Legislative Assembly - probably the only weapon which he could use with any
reason in this Council-—to support his argument. And what i his argument
Sir 7 His argument is that the Assembly has by a majority passed a Rusnlut,imi
of non-co-operation with the Simon Commission, and therefore this (‘ounecil
should follow suit and not go against the decision of that body.

Is there any sense or soundness in an argument of this nature, especially
when most of the provinces have supported the Council of State Resolution to
co-operate with the Simon Commission ? Merely because a certain legislative
body composed as it is of & large body of members of a certain party were
determined to obstruct and overthrow the good administration of this country
and mhapy of them, though they profess to trade under different party labels
are in their heart of hearts no more than Swarajists, are we to follow their léad'
in this Coungil ¢ 8ir, we are 8 revising, a correcting Chamber. Merely because
the. Legislative Assembly falls into a childish error and is out to set its face

against a policy of co-operation which in our opinion is going to result in the
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prosperity of this country, are we to follow their lead ? Again, is the know-
ledge and wisdom of the world to be exclusively found in the Legislative
Assembly ? T submit, Str, arguments of this character will count very little
with a legislative body like the Council of State in which not only statesman-
ship, intelligence, aristocracy, sound judgment, position and influence are
fully represented, but we at least can pride ourselves on the ground that this
body always takes views upon important questions in a proper and rational
manner and with sanity and reason. .

Then my Honourable friend Sir Phiroze Sethna attacked the earlier
announcement of Sir John Simon, and stated that Sir John Simon’s original
letter to the Viceroy was of a definit character and that there h#s now been a
change in the position then taken up by the Simon Commission. I think, Sir,
my Honourable friend is entirely wrong in making that statement. It is no
use my offering you an explanation of that declaration. 1 shall only read
Sir John Simon's recent caBlegram to the Viceroy which makes the Commis-
sion’s position absolutely clear and free from doubt or ambiguity. This is how
it reads :

“ As regards the proposed Central Committee, Your Excellency will remember that
in our letter of the 6th February which contemplated a (‘ommittee chosen by both Houses
of the Indian Legislature we laid stress on the fact that we had no wish to dictate its precise
composition.”

My friend Sir Phiroze Sethna will mark that—

“We had no wish to dictate its precise composition "—,

that is to say, they had no wish at any time even in February to dictate the
precise composition of the Committee, nor even have they now any desire to do
so, but all that they were concerned about was that :

« the Committee should not be very unwiedly and should as far as may be representative of
British India as a whole.”

I submit, Sir, that this cablegram to His Excellency the Viceroy is absolute-
ly consistent and wholly compatible with the previous action and the position
taken up by the Simon Commission, and to attempt to divert the vote of this
Council on such a flimsy ground would mean want of sanity and judgment on.
the part of our opponents. .

Sir, I will not detain the House much longer, as I know there are many
Members anxious to speak on this occasion. All that I will say is that no case
has been made out for any reasoned opposition to this motion or for asking this
Council to deviate from the Resolution which they had passed by a large ma-
jority only in February last. No case is made out. (An Honourable Member
“ Question ”.) I say with emphasis that no case of any kind is made out for
opposing this motion. On the other hand, there are signs that better counsels
even at such a late stage have prevailed among the Swarajists, because the
other day my friend Pandit Motilal Nehru made a statement in the Assembly
asking for the dissolution of the Assembly for an expression of the country’s
opinion whether they should join the proposed Committee or not. Inordinary
plain English what does it mean 7 What is the obvious inference ! It means
that they have not got the moral courage now to join the Simon Commission,
but they want to take this pretext of going back to the country and then say
that in obedience to the country’s mandate they Wish to co-operate with the
Commission. .
M60CS
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Tar HONOURABLE SIR PHIROZE SETHNA : No, no.

Trae HoNourasre St MANECKJI DADABHOY : That is the simple
and true explanation. The leaders there have not the moral courage to admit
their mistake when they have found themselves in a wrong position. When
they find that they have not been suppotted in the country and by the represent-
atives of the Provinces they have not the moral courage to face the conse-
quences of their defeat. Such are their difficulties and drawbacks. Therefore,
I feel certain that even among their leaders there is a strong feeling to go back
to the country. They cannot find a modus operands for the purpose, which will
save their fages and save their reputation and their prestige and position with
their electorates.

Tue HovourasLE Sik PHIROZE SETHNA : Because they are sure of
the support of the majority of their countrymen if there are fresh elections.

Tue HoNouraBLE Stk MANECKJI DADABHOY : Sir, I have very
great admiration and respect for many of my Hindu colleagues here. 1 know
they have always and on all supreme occasions acted with sanity and ] udgment.
But I will tell the House to-day that this is a most critical ordeal. Do not
stultify what you have done in the past. Do not go back on your word and
the Resolution you have deliberately passed ; because you will not be able to
show your face to the world, you will be charged with inconsistency and
accused of change of policy. I have absolute faith in the judgments of my
Honourable friends here. [ know the majority of them will support this mo-
tion, because our object is to send our elected representatives to this (‘ommittee
or the purpose of placing our case before the Simon Commission, for the purpose
of fighting our good cause. We will not allow judgment to go by default. We
will not allow ourselves to be remiss in a manner which will bring discredit and
opprobrium on us from a large majority of our countrymen. We must there-
fore take our legitimate and bold stand in this matter and support the motion
that is before the House, and I have no doubt that this Council will be guided by
sanity, prudence and judgment on this occasion.

Tug HONOURABLE SARDAR BAHADUR SHIVDEV SINGH UBEROIL
(Punjab : Sikh) : Sir, Irise to make a few observations in support of the motion
which has been moved by the Honourable the Leader of the House. T do not
think that I need give very many reasons in support of the principle of co-
operating with the Statutory Commission at this stage, because this point has
very well been threshed out in the meeting of the Council held on the 22nd of
Tebruary last in Delhi.

But I think I should make a few observations to describe to the House the
improvements which have since been made in the situation regarding the
question of co-operating with the Statutory Commission. Itis on account
of these improvements that most of the major provinces have decided to co-
operate with the Commission. Their Legislative Councils have resolved, by
overwhelming majorities, to co-operate with the Statutory Commission. It has
been said by my Honourable friends Seth Govind Das and Sir Phiroze Sethna
that the votes which were given in favour of co-operation in the provinces
comprised those of officials and nominated Members. With regard to this point,
I beg to say that I am not aware of any rule whereby when a Member is nomi-
nated to the Council, an oath is taken from him that he would always support
the Government or ab‘de by the wishes of the Government.
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Tar HoNouraBLe Mr. MAHENDRA PRASAD: They do.

Tax HonourasLe Sik PHIROZE SETHNA : Is not influence brought
to bear upon the nominated Members to vote in a particular way ?

Tre HoNOURABLE SARDAR Bamapur SHIVDEV SINGH UBEROI: 1
have never sat on any Committee or Council by nomination. Iam positive of
one fact, that is, that every conscientious man will vote according to the dic-
tates of his conscience. If a man goes into the Council by nomination he
does not thereby sell his conscience to the party which nominates him. If he
ii an elected Member, it is his bounden duty to carry out the wishes of the
electors.

Tre HoNouraBLe Sty GOVIND DAS: As far as nominated Members
are concerned, they must carry out the wishes of the Government.

Tar HoNoURABLE SARDAR Bamapur SHIVDEV SINGH UBEROL:
Not necessarily. I need not dwell any further upon this point. Many of the
provincial Legislative Councils have decided to co-operate with the Simon
Oommission. It resolves itself into the question, who are the representatives
of the people, whether those Members who represent the people on the provin-
cial Councils or those Honourable Members who represent the people on the
Assembly. Of course, this is a point which has to be decided by the Members
of both Houses amongst themselves. Who are the better representatives %
Those who sit in the provincial Councils or those who sit in the Legislative
Assembly ?  One fact seems to me to be quite clear, that is that the franchise
for the Provincil Councils is much wider than that for the Legislative Assembly.
The number of voters for the Provincial Councils is much more than the number
of electors for the Legislative Assembly. Of course Honourable Members
who have advanced this argument against co-operation can very well judge for
themselves as to who are the better representatives of the masses. One point
has been very wisely and prudently and in a statesmanlike manner decided
by Sir John Simon, the Chairman of the Commission. The greatest objection to
co-operating with the Commission and the greatest argument in favour of a
boycott of the Commission was that the Simon Commission: put the Members
to be elect:ed by the Central Legislatures in a secondary position. One great
argument in support of this position was that the Simon Commission have re-
gerved to themselves the right of examining witnesses in camera. That of
course has been cleared up now by the last communication of Sir John Simon
in reply to the Resolution which was passed by the Committee which was elect-
ed by the Punjab Legislative Council, and I think the members of Punjab
Committee deserve to be congratulated on scoring this point against the Com-
mission. So the atmosphere has since been very much cleared. Of course my
Honourable friends Seth Govind Das and Sir Phiroze Sethna are welcome to
entertain this idea that the spirit of boycott is existing. But I make bold to
say, however, that the spirit of boycott is not permitted to enter into the walls
of this Honourable House (Hear, hear), and there is a large portion of the
cguntry whlch'still believes in the wisdom of placing their case before the
Simon Commision. I cannot say that those men who believein this line of
action are devoid of all sense of patriotism. Is there any data to say that that
part of the community of India which has decided to take this line of action are
.devoid of all sense of patriotism for the welfare of India ? It isonly a differ-

B2
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ence of view. Onemight hold the view that the boycott of the Commission
might bring out the desired results. Others are welcome to hold a contrary
view and resolve to place their views before the Commission. What the desire
of India is that the Commission should consider the claims of India and discuss
those claims with the representatives of India. The position has much
improved since the Commission first came here.  The members of the Com-
mittee who are to be elected by the House are to sit with the Simon Commission

and have equal rights and they can examine witnesses as they like, and they can
write a separate report and that report will he annexed to the report of the
Statutory (ommission. So the atmosphere is much clearer now  than it

was when the House had met in Delhi.

One point which I respectfully wish to urge before  Honourable Menihers
is this, that this House having once decided to co-operate with the Simon Com-
mission ought not to go back upon its previous deciston.  This House should not
oppose the. motion that is at present brought in pursuance of the Resolution
which has already becen passed by this House. Does it benefit the dignity of this
House to go back upon its previous decision, which to my mind was befitting of
the House and was very welland very wisely arrived at 7 My Honourable friend
Seth Govind Das had referred to the decisions of the Nehru Conference, 1
think I cannot let this reference go without expressing my opinion about that
Conference. 1 have all regard and respect for those patriots of the country
who had met to frame a constitution for India. but I am not prepared to believe
that that Conference was a representative (‘onference, representative of all the
interests and of all the communities. My Honourable friend no doubt. will
mention the names of two Sikh gentlemen who were on the Nehru Committee.
1 ask my Honourable friend to prove whether those two Sikh gentlemen who
were on the Nehru Committee were representatives of any body or organisation

of the Sikhs of the Punjab.
Tre HoNouraBLE SETH GOVIND DAS: Why did you not go there ?

Tug HONOURABLE SARDAR BAHADUR SHIVDEV SINGH UBEROI:
1 bad even sent a telegram to the President of the Conference, but received no
response. 1 was not even shown the courtesy of a reply to my telegram
(Laughter). I simply say that that Conference cannot be said to be a representa-
tive one, representative of all the interests and of all the communities of India.
It is a bold fact known to every body in the country and to every H onourable
Member of the House that the Sikhs are the third important community in the
whole of India. The Sikhs have shed their blood for the defence of the lim-
pire and mind you, my Honourable friends the Swarajists would never be able
to defend the Empire without the help of the Sikhs.

Tae HonouraBLe Skre GOVIND DAS:  Quite right.

Tue HoNouraBLE SARDAR Bamapur SHIVDEV SINGH UBEROI :
Then why have you ignored their legitimate rights? Without the Sikhs,
how can you say that that Conference was of a representative character ?

I want to say ome word with regard to the argument which has been
advanced that the Legislative. Assembly has decided contrary to what the
Council of State has decided. I wish to ask those gentlemen who advance vhis
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argument whether the two Houses are not quite separate and independent of
each other. Have not both Houses separate rules, separate procedure and
separate responsibilities ? Are they not independent of each other ¢ s
it incumbent or is it necessary for the Members of this House to yield to the
decisions of the Assembly at all ?  Or are we to come to our own independent
judgment and decision on matters which come before us 7 With all respect
to the patriots who constitute the Members of the Legislative Assembly,
I still hold the position that this Honourable House is quite independent to
decide matters in its own way and this House has to use its mature judgment on
matters of such vital importance as the present one is.

One point, Sir, which I wish to urge before the House and then I will re-
sume my seat. The latest cablegram from Sir John Simon says that the
Committee should be representative of the whole of India which T understand
to mean that the Committee should be representative of the important com-
munities and of all the important interests in India, 7.e., the Hindus, Muham-
madans and the Sikhs. It is with this end in view that I had tabled an amend-
ment to the motion, which of course. I informed the Secretary before entering
this Chamber that 1 did not wish to move. That point 1 leave entirely to the
good judgment, to the good sense of justice of the Honourable Members of
this House. Al I wish to say is that the Committee to be elected
by the House should be representative of all the above-mentioned important
communities, of all the interests at stake in the country.

Ture HonourasLE Mr. V. RAMADAS PANTULU : Sir, I propose to
take a very few minutes of this House. There are occasions, Sir, on which I
feel some doubt as to what is the right course of action that I should take in
this House, but the moment I find myself in opposition to the Honourable 8ir
Maneckji Dadabhoy all my doubts are cleared up. I feel I must then be right,

Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy said that the leaders who assembled in the All
Parties Conference were unrepresentative of the people.

Tue HonouraBLE SirR MANECKJI DADABHOY : I never said a word
about the All Parties Conference.

Tre HoNoUuraBLE MR. V. RAMADAS PANTULU : It may be so in his
view. As a little boy at schogl I was taught that two negatives make a positive.
My Honourable friend Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy is the one Indian who is hope-
lessly out of touch with his country. Therefore, when he says that others are
not true representatives of the country’s opinion I take the contrary to be the

case,

Well, Sir, my main object in rising at this late stage of the debate 18 to
clear up a grave misapprehension which was expressed by my friend the
Honourable Nawab Sir Umar Hayat Khan. My attitude towards the claims
of my Mussulman friends is one of absolute friendliness. If my Honourable
friend Sir Umar Hayat Khan convinces me that%he Nehru Report is against
the true interests of the Mussulmans of this country, 1 shall join him in fighting
for an amendment of that Report. I am not fully cognizant of all the views
of different Moslem parties in this country, but what I thought was that the
recommendations of the Nehru Report were conceived in the best interests
of the Indian nation as a whole. If they are not, then the Hindus and Mussul-

mans are the proper parties to set right the objectionable features of that



166 COUNCIL OF STATE. [18TH SEp. 1928.

[Mr. V. Ramadas Pantulu.

Report. The Congress view point is that if there are outstanding differences
between the Mussulmans and Hindus of this country, it is not for a third
party but for the Hindus and Muhammadans themselves to settle those differ-
ences. I shall lend all the support that I can to my Mussulman friends if
they can show me that the Report is unjust to them. Therefore the objection
that we urge to the present motion is the same objection that we urged against
the resolution to co-operate with the Commission onthe previous ocecasion, that
it is not for the British Parliament or the British Government, to deter,mine
the fitness or the unfitness of Indians for Swaraj. As for the differences fhat
may exist between Muhammadans and Hindus in this country, it is lfor ;aither
the Moslem League or for the Congress or for a joint session of the two to
gettle those differences. The National ('ongress i3 alwavs ready to give a fair
he:aring to all and there will be many more npportunit‘ies for my Mussulman
friends to unsettle anything which they consider requires reconsideration,

My Honourable friend Nawab Sir Umar Hayat Khan is generally a shrewd
critic, but he has on this occasion fallen into a very grave error in saying that
the N(_ahru Report was a gesture of co-operation with the Simon Commission.
That is absolutely wrong. The Report was put forward before the civilised
world to show that India knows its mind. India has made its demand. There-
fore India says in so many words, " Give the members of the Commission their
passages home and send them back ; we donot want any more of them either
in September or October 1928.” Having regard to that Report I do not think
there is the least necessity for the Commission to come back to India. In
fact, if Sir John Simon were influenced by his own conscience, he should r.efuse
to come back to India because representative Indians have now said what
India wants. That is the course to follow if it is India that is to (Llecido the
matter. If, on the other hand, it is for the British Parliament to delcid/e 1t
then the Commission may report {rom Whitehall and the Committee rooms,
of the House of Commons and it need not take the trouble to come ilere In
tl}at case we must reject its report. The Nehru Report is in the nature. of a
direct answer to the challenge thrown out by Lord Birkenhead that India is
unable to frame a constitution of her own. There it is now ; we have ?ro-
duced a constitution for ourselves. My Honourable friend Si’r Umar ;{g at
Khan has evidently failed to notice the press comments on that Report };&]l
the Anglo-Indian papers have admitted that if Dominion statuaIW\r.o our
due, no better Report could be produced with that end in view ‘I at; sorr

th8.t my other Honourable friend Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy has also f 'l"d t};
notice that British critics in this country and British journals liaveal :;.id a
great compliment to that Report. Only they said it was‘im mc{)icable
because India was not fit for Dominion status, but if Swaraj wp ’t‘ be
vouchsafed to India the Report was conceded to possess great] mel:: 0'l‘he
M'adfas Mail has said it ; the Statesman has said it ; the Times ofe?n?l" has
said it ; the.Engli.s'hman has saidit. Therefore, there is nothing wron wwith
the 'R’eport itself. The Report is a direct, straightforward attempt togdeﬁne
India’s demand for self-government. 1If there are any differences I;utstandin

l.)et.ween the comn}unlties of India it is for those communities to settle themg'
it is not for a third party and an outsider to decide them. Therefore, ou;'

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO SIT WITH THE INDIAN STATUTORY coMMIssioN. 157 .

objection to the Simon Commission stands to-day where it did when it was

appointed.

One word more, Sir, about the Honourable Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy’s opti-
mism about the unrepresentative character of the boycotters and the represent-
ative character of those who have co-operated. Even India possesses a
directory of “ Who's Who in India” ; and I want Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy
to look up the names of those who have been nominated or elected to serve
on these Committees which are to help the Simon Commission, and find out
for himself what their status and position is in the public life of their provinces.
They are men who have been disowned by their own Councils ; they are men
who hold no public place in the esteem of their countrymen ; they are men
who have always been known to be subservient to the Government.

Tie HONOURABLE SIR MANECKJI DADABHOY : Well, the so-called
Jeaders have now been disowned by the provincial Councils for their action.

Tue HoNouraBLE ME. V. RAMADAS PANTULU: Therefore let the
public judge. The “Honourable Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy may think that
people take him for a representative of the country. I say he is not. My
Honourable friend says the boycotters do not represent the true interests of
the country. Well, I will only throw out one challenge to him which 1 threw
out on a former occasion also. Let him go back to his former constituency.
My Honourable friend Seth Govind Das who defeated himin that constituency
once will resign his membership to-day.

Tue HonourabLE SETH GOVIND DAS: Iam quite prepared to do so.

Tue HoNourRaBLE ME. V. RAMADAS PANTULU: His party have
the right to ask him to resign and 1o doubt he will tender his resignation to-
day if we want him to. Now will the Honourable Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy
go to the Central Provinces on this issue of the boycott of the Simon Commis-

sion, and contest an election ?

Tae HonouraBLE Stk MENECKJI DADABHOY : I will accept the
challenge provided Pandit Motilal Nehru does not go from village to village
and district to district and beg for support for him.

Tae HoNouraBLE MRr. V. RAMADAS PANTULU: Nobody need go
there. To-day the Congress Party, the Independents, the Nationalists, the
Liberals have all joined in the challenge to dissolve the Assembly and the
provincial Councils and in asking for fresh elections to see whether boycotters
of the Commission will succeed at the polls or not. It is therefore no use
indulging in statements like those of the Honourable Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy
without taking up our challenge which has been openly thrown out to all co-
operators. There are only two kinds of politicians to-day in the country :
co-operators and boycotters. There is no distinction in this matter between
Mubammadans and Hindus. And what we Congressmen say is that those
who do not co-operate represent the country faithfully.

One word more and I have done. My friend the Honourable Sir Maneckji
Dadabhoy waxed eloquent about the decision of this Council on the last occa-
sion and has asked this House to stand by its decision. 1 will only say that
when that decision was taken by the House it was Government officials and
people like Sir Maneckji himself who owe their seats here to Government by
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nomination who helped to defeat the boycotters who were mostly elected
Members. Altogether 24 elected Tepresentatives took part in the voting on
the former occasion and 13 voted for the boycott and 11 voted for co-operation.
Therefore, the decision of this Council, so far as the Peoples’ represcentatives
Was concerned, was clearly and distinctly for boycott ; and it is no use  to
minimise it and it is no use for the official benches ang their nominated sup-
porters to say that the people are for co-operation with the (‘onumission. The
representatives of the people are decidedly against the Commission.

My friend, Sardar Shivdev Singh Uberoi, on the Jast oce
he has grown much more enthu siastic to-day ahont the Commission than he was
on the last occasion. [ tind, Sir. that hijs amendment to the Government motion
is merely that one of the Members to be elected by this House shall be a Sikh
and that translated into plain language means Sardar Shivdev Singh Uberoi
himself should be one, That pethaps really explains the new fajth m: Honour-
able friend developed in supporting this motion so eloquently to.day, | sithmit
Sir, this Council should not take the least notice either of the advocacy of .\‘ir:
Maneck;ji Dadabhoy or of the new faith which Sardar Shivdey Sinol, Uberoi has
developed since the debate on the Just oceasion. [ subyjt fu Lh:r that Indis
has no confidence in this Commission : India considers that this Commission
is unwanted ; India resents that a third party should come ¢ decide jts constitu-
tion, and for all these reasons, Sir, 1 join my esteemed friend Sy Phiroze S;'thun
in opposing this motion with all the emphasis that [ oy, command

Tae HoNourasLe Mg. G, S. KHAPARDE (Berar Reprosentative) :
8ir, one of the rules of life, when we work on CaSES. 18 £ eliminat e what we
regard as irrelevant matter and stick to the chijoef point. Well what is the
matter now in this particular instance which is of importanee ¢ Th;k B;'iri\;h
Parliament wish to advance the interests of India and for ¢}, purimw ’ .
appointed the Simon Commission, An opinion has heey o ‘
John Simon was quite wrong in accepting that position.
which concerns Sir John Simon himself and if he chooses to come.  we
.have' nothing to do with it In India what js our businegs ¢ Our bu;im-ss
18 this : we have been 3 elected here —it may be under varioys lnbol\" nou-
Co-Operators, co-operators, and all that kind of thing. Byt evervone h;»l been
instructed to be here and do the best he can to advance the interests of .l'ndia
Now, if we are all here to advance the interests of India, [ should lia;'«- liked to
hear some arguments addressed to the point that boycotting of the Commission
would advance the interests of India and co-opefating with the (‘onnni;;ion
would not advance the interests of India. It such ’ 4

- advanced here, I could understand and follgw |
unfortunately it reminds me of that story
struggling to reach the shore and there were two people standing on the shore
and when the drowning man shouted for help each sgid, « | }?aw not lboen
mtroduced.to him, how shall T go and save him 2 That i the sort of thi
You are doing here. The Parliament want ¢, Rive us something Aand’ for thl;%
they have sent this Commission, and thig Commission has comeghere and asks
for help and my friends say Oh, yes ; they have ¢ ‘
lave not shaken hands with us and they have not agke

asion was nentral :

they have
Xpressed that Sir
That is a business

das

} . b
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Therefore we decline to see them or meet them.” Whether this is the tight

Ramadas Pantulu—that a constitution for India should be made by Indians
alone and nobody else should make it. So, if you are thirsty in a forest and if
you are a Brahmin, you may wander through the forest till you ean find drinking
water but you must not, according to the Brahminijcal rule, drink water that
is brought by somebody else. So India may suffer from many ills and she may
not be in a position to help herself ; what is wanted is help from outside.
Yet, if it is offered to be dope by Parliament in England or by the Simon
Commission coming out here, you ought not to take it, and the Brahminical
rule should be observed and you should refuse any help offered to you. I
would only remark, Sir, that that is not the ordinary rule of life. If there is a
diseased part in the body, the doctor cuts it out and puts in a fresh part ; and in
these days he prolongs life by grafting glands of animals also. But our friends
here do not want it. They say in effect : ““ You had better die ; but do not take a
foreign substance, It may do good, but it is a foreign substance and therefore
you should not take it.”  But, Sir, if I want it and if it will help me to get rid of
the disease, I will have it. The question, therefore, instead of being argued
from this point of view, hasg been argued from the point of view that Sir John
Simon said something first, and then he said something else and he suggested a
third thing a third time and al] that. But I say that the question is not what
Sir John Simon said one day or said some other day. My question is, how are
the interests of India to be advanced ? Parliament has given Sir John Simon a
blank cheque about his procedure ; he is the master of his f)rocedure; he can
follow any procedure he likes ; and he may say one thing to-day and another
thing to-morrow and a third thing the next day ; that has nothing to do with
it. ~ All that concerns me is to see whether jt advances my interests ; and until
it has been made clear to me that the recommendations which Sir John Simon is
likely to make would not advance my interests, I think it is premature to
condemn his work before it is undertaken or done. That is not statesmanship ;
that is not politics ; it may be very good sentiment ; it may be very good feeli

certainly reject it ; before the article is put before you, before you have seen it,
before you have examined it, to condemn it in advance does not look like wise
men’s procedure anyhow. It has not been made out here that by our non-
co-operating with the Simon Commission we shall advance the interests of the
country. Nobody has up to this time maintained that, and I do not know how
it can be done. 1In fact those people, the boycotters, say they are increasing ;

T}.xel:e is another point. The boycotters say they have been boycofting the
“ommission. Have they really been boycotting it ? That is the question [
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agk. In a court of justice, the man who prosecutes and the man who defends
are both of them assisting justice. Each may take different sides, weigh the
evidence differently and may come to different conclusions ; but both of them
are co-operating. In this case, India is the person concerned and her interests
are being discussed ; and even those who maintain that this Commission is not
good and that we should oppose it are after all contributing to the good of India,
some say, “ We do not want to do this ” and some say ““ We want to do the
work ”” but both of them are co-operating in the result which comes of it.

Then, Sir, a great argument has been urged that the majority of the people
are against the Commission. T doubt if the majority of the people are against it.
But supposing they were, what does it matter 2 The majority of the people
hanged Galileo because he said that the earth went round the sun and the sun did
not go round the earth as the people imagined. The majority of the people hang-
ed Christ and they killed many other people. Is the majority always right ?
And is the majority called upon here to decide what is the work on which they
have to pronounce ? The work has not yet begun but only preparations for it
are being made. If they say thev are to judge what would happen, I say my
reply is: This is @ priori reasoning : it is like the case of & man who was
lying down and a rat jumped over him ; and he at once began to argue within
himself, ““ To-day & rat has jumped over me ; to-morrow a cat will do the same ;
and afterwards a dog will do it : and then a camel will jump over meand alter
that an elephant will try to jump and oh ! I shall be 2~ dead man ”, and forth-
with began to cry. Such is the way of a priori reasoning --about things which
are never likely to happen. I say thisis all wrong, entirely wrong. 1 a rat
Jumps over you, you simply take a stick and throw it out. Why all this trouble
and why all these castles being built in the air ? 1 may say, Sir, that all these
arguments based upon the majority and upon certain persons having co-
operated and others having non-co-operated and all that sort of thing are all
beside the point. The real point is : will it do good to India ? And about that
pomnt nobody says a word. I say, 2o-operate with the Commission and
1t'will do us a great deal of good. Parliament wishes to see what further things
can be done to advance the constitutional progress of India, and they have sent
out a person to do it ; they have given him some assistance and full liberty to do
It in the manner he likes. Let us put our case before him ; and then if he does
not consider it then it is time enough for us to condemn him ; but it is not open to
us to do so before we know what he is going to do. If he is not going to do
you any good, then you can say, ““ It is no good tome.”  But at present to say,

I refuse to put my case before him ”* looks to me a little bit childish. It is like
the Brahmin refusing water because it was not brought to him by a man of the
same caste or like a man refusing to take medicine because it was foreign
medicine. It all seems to me rather a peculiar way of looking at things,

I think it is our duty to try every method that can be tri
best out of it. We should take whatever is the best. If the Clsgxfn’;gsi?nn vfr:ll(l3
not give us anything, I shall be the first man to say that it was sent out needless-
ly to this country. If they give me something, I shall say it ig all right ; half a
loaf is better than none, and for the rest we can fight afterwards. Wha’t is the
meaning of non-co-operating with the Commission and calling each other names ?
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I had afriend who put his horsein a race. I told him not to put his horse in.
He said, ““ No, I will put my horse in . Then the horses were drawn up in &
line. My friend’s horse began to kick about and the horse next to it also began.
to kick my friend’s horse. In the meantime, the signal was given and the rest of
the horses had their race, while these two horses went on kicking at each other.
It is like this. Nothing has been done by the Simon Commission so far, and
here Hindus and Mussalmans are fighting, they have a tremendous tilting against
one another, and nothing is being done. I say, don’t do all this ; please restrain
your horses, run the race and see who wins. If you win so much the better
for you. What is the good of staying at home 2 Nobody did any good by
staying at home. If there are difficulties in the way, it is your duty to surmount
those difficulties and not to say that we will not co-operate with the Commission.
For these reasons, Sir, I heartily support the proposition that has been just put
before the House.

Tue HoNouraBLe Si ARTHUR FROOM (Bombay Chamber of
Commerce) :  Sir, in the few remarks I have to make on this motion I do not
propose to follow the example of the previous speakers and wander away from
the terms of the motion before the House, or to stray into other fields quite
apart from the motion. It seems to me, Sir, that the question is quite a simple
one. We are asked to act in pursuance of a Resolution which was adopted in
this House last February. Well, this motion has given members the opportuni-
ty to make speeches, of which we had a lot this morning covering much the
same ground which they covered a few months ago. However, every body is
entitled to his own opinion. T have no quarrel with the Congress Party if
members of that party get up and voice their opinions. I have no quarrel
either with my Honourable friend Sir Phiroze Sethna, who is not of the Congress
Party, getting up and airing his opinions. But what I do want to bring the
House back to is the motion before 1t. _

Let us now return for a brief few minutes to the Resolution and its voting
last February. The Resolution was carried by a vote of 34 for and 13 against.
Now, let us neglect what is sometimes described as an objectionable body in
voting, the Government Block, which numbers, if all Members are present, 16.
Deduct 16 from 34 : we have a majority then of 18 to 13 for the Resolution.

I' believe my Honourable friend Mr. Ramadas Pantulu quoted some
figures. I did not quite catch what he did quote, but I think he mentioned
something about the * elected ” figures. Well, I think that when you quote
figures you are treading on dangerous ground. I should imagine that the
Honourahle Mr. Ramadas Pantulu on the great occasion in February last must
have brought up as many of his friends to vote for him as he possibly could.
Now, 8ir, the total number of elected non-officials in this House is 33.. . ...

THE HoNougraBLE MR. V. RAMADAS PANTULU : I said that only 24
took part, ‘

Tre HoNourapLe S;iR ARTHUR FROOM :  Out of 33, under, I presume,
8 Whip of extreme pressure, only 13 elected non-official Members voted against
the Resolution last February. '

. .Ine HoNouraBLE Mr. V. RAMADAS PANTULU : No pressure of any:
kind was brought to bear on them.
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Tae HoNourasLE Stk ARTHUR FROOM : Some of the speakers have
taken their stand on the rejection of a somewhat similar Resolution in the
Legislative Assembly by a very narrow majority, and hold therefore, that we in
this House should not go against the “ voice of the people ”. Well, T have
heard this before, and many Honourable Members of this House have heard it
before : 1 think my Honourable friend Sir Phiroze Sethna has also heard it
before, and on occasions 1 think he has voted againt the views of the other Honse,
Do you suggest that we should blindly follow whatever the Legislative As-
sembly does 7 What has it done on occasions in the past £ T have a recol-
lection that they passed a Budget with postal rates which would reduce the
administration of the post offices in India to an absolute farce, and we in this
Council set it right. | remember the Legislative Assembly passed o Budeet
reducing a tax, which no one would consider as an oppressive tax. down to some
insignificant figure, which would have meant a loss in revenue of <ome crores of
rupees for no wseful purpose whatever.  Did we swallow that in the Couneil of
State . No, we did not.  Therefore, | say that this House hax acted rightly,
and I cannot uniderstand any Honourable Member of this House getting up and
saying we should blindly follow the tactics I cannot deseribe then s anvthing
else—of a certain party in the other House on the ery of a fight for the

people.

Tue HonourasLre Sik MANECKJI DADABHOY : It is o ease of the
blind leading the blind.

Tue Honouranue Stk ARTHUR FROOM Now, what i< the motion
before us 7 I could have understoor a great outery on the part of our friends
in opposition ad the Honourable the Leader of this House said. = Well, the
Legislative Assembly have refused co-operation.  The Council of State have
agreed to co-operate by a great majority. That being so, let the Council of
State elect the whole Committee, a Committee of say 8 or 9 and leave the
Assembly alone.” Perhaps then there would have been some excuse for the
opposition to the motion which is before the House. Then th)) cu neoil of
State would have been taking on itself the responsibility of electing the whole
‘Committee. We are not proposing to do that.  What we ure doing now is to
act on our own Resolution and take part in the selection of a small proportion
of the Committee to co-operate with the Simon Commission.

Look at the numbers. We are asked to elect three members of this Council
to the Cen.tral Committee. We are not treading on the toes of the Legislative
Assembly In any way whatsoever, and I would like the Honourable Members of
this Council to remember that. We are acting—we are asked to act -in
pursuance of a Resolution adopted in this Council last February, and that is the
motlon‘before us to-day. We are not interfering with the Lewislative As-
sembly in any way whatever. I therefore heartily support this m(\:iun.

THE HoNOURABLE SarDAR CHARANJIT SINGH (Punjab: i
Non-Oﬂicial): Sir, I rise to support this motion. By tl(le Rlig(l))lilti{fl(l) l:)lfll;‘.ltrig
February 1928, this Council has already decided to co-
1§28 operate with the Simon Commission ang the motion be-
fore the House this Imorning is only to carry out that con:

ELECTION OF MBMBERS TO SIT WITH THE INDIAN STATUTORY COMMISSION. - 163'

sidered decision. To oppose this motion therefore can only mean one thing
and that is to go back upon what we decided ourselves after mature consider-
ation only a few months ago. Such a procedure, I beg tq submit, would
neither be constitutional nor dignified. I do hope, Sir, that in the best in-
terests of this country, this motion will be passed by an overwhelming majority..

* Tue HonourasLe Mr. KUMAR SANKAR RAY CHAUDHURY
(East Bengal : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, we wanted a round table conference.
No Indian had raised or possibly could raise his voice against it, but the Gov-
ernment has flouted that request. Our self respect therefore demands that
we should not co-operate with the Government. Although various local
Councils have voted for co-operation, the result has mainly been obtained with-
the help of Government votes and the votes of Europeans, of nominated
gentlemen and of some communal group who are not stre of their seats in a
joint electorate. There is no differcnce in the country about the main points
as regards the future constitution of India, except the principle of representation
and allotment of public service. 'We ought to settle these differences. Are
they so very important ¢ Our differences have emboldened the Government
to assume a stiff attitude.  This is evidenced by the repressive measures which
have recently been adopted by the Government. It is therefore our duty at
the present juncture to make up our differences and meet the challenge of the
Government by throwing out the resolution. There is one other point to
which I had already referred in my speech on the last occasion. No answer
has been vouchsafed by Government to it and a subsequent question of mine
on the point has been disallowed by you, Sir. I wanted to know whether,
when the Simon Commission had submitted their report, the Joint Committee
from India that was to sit with the Joint Parliamentary Committee was to
be a Committee appointed by the Central Legislature or the Central Govern-
ment. The absence of an answer to the point makes the position of the Indian
Committee quite uncertain and this is another reason why we should not
accept the Resolution. There is another point to which I think I should draw
the attention of the House. Doubt, I am told, has been raised about the
validity of the certification of the Simon grant and if that is well founded, the
position of the Committee, I am afraid, will be very unfortunate.

Tee HoNoUrABLE Masor Nawaz MAHOMED AKBAR KHAN : Sir,
I had no idea when I came up to this Council this morning to take part in the
debate on this motion. To me, it is very clear that having discussed this
Resolution only a few months ago, there is no reason why we should not carry
out the decision we came to before. Nothing has occurred in this interval
for any of us to change our considered decision. Secondly, Sir, I am not sure
whether a majority of the Mubammadans, as has been alluded to by the
Honourable Seth Govind Das, have decided to join the non-co-operators. Sir,
I happened to be present myself at Lahore at the time of the Muslim League
and I can give very full details of what took place at that conference. More
than 30 non-co-operators were allowed to make speeches at that League.
Some of us co-operators from the North West Frontier Province also attended
that conference. The meeting lasted till late at night and after all the non-

— owa

* Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member.

[3
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co-operators had their say, the resolution was put at ten o’clock in the night
and it was carried by an overwhelming majority. The Musalmans of the
Punjab and the North-West Frontier Province decided to co-operate with
the Simon Commission. I cannot believe how a man who had never been
to that conference says that the Musalmans were for non-co-operation.
I was an eye-witness at that Muslim League and I was there when  the full
discussion took place. We are not responsible for the views of certain other
Muslims. But I can say this much that the majority of Muslim opinion in
India is in favour of co-operation, and as far as the province from which I
come, namely, the North-West Frontier Province, we are for co-operation
with the Simon Commission. I went through a great portion of my province
and I interviewed a good many people and they‘ said : * We are a dependent
country, it is for the British Parliament to decide what they are going to do
with us and as the British Parliament has appointed the Simon Commission,
it is our bounden duty to co-operate with the Commission and to see that
proper reports are made, and if the reports are not satlsfacto'fy, then we can
say something, but we cannot discuss the thing prematurely . This is what
those people said. I think that, having once decided to co-operate, it will
not be in the fitness of things that Honou;a_ble Megnbers of this Hquse_should
go back upon their own considered decision. Sir, the most objectionable
feature seems to me to be this : When a man comes to dictate to me, | NBY
I cannot tolerate it. Difference of opinion is pex_‘mlssxble always. There are
some of my friends who believe that they can gain much by not co-operating
with the Simon Commission. They are quite welcome to hold such views.
But they have got no business to come and dictate tf’ me and sayv that I must
come to their views. It is an honest dlﬁerence' of' opmon.  Some of us helieve
that by co-operating with .thfz Simon Comnussm.n, we can gain our ends,
Others might believe that it is by non-co-operation that they can achieve
their purpose. 1 do not q}xarrel w'}th them. But, [ am personally of opinion
that being under the British Parliament the best thing for me and for ny
province is to co-operate vath the Simon (‘mpmlssxon. (Hear, hear) 1t will
be only through co-operation that we can gain something from the British
Parliament. If we begin to quarrel like children and say I do not want
this, or I do not want that because 1 have not heen given this or 1 have not
been given that ™', then [ am afraid, we are not going to get anything.  That
is not the way to get things. After all the British nation is ruling over one-
fifth of the whole globe and a small section of Indians cannot defy the British
Parliament. I do not think this attitude of non-co-operation will dg good to
anybody. Personally T am for co-operation and T will stick to what I said
last time when this Resolution was fully discussed. That is why [ extend
my whole-hearted support to the Leader of the House in bringing forward
this motion and I think, Sir, that those people who differ from s are quite
- welcome to have their views and we are also welcome to have our own views,

The Council then adjourned for Lunch till half past Two of the Clock.

The Council re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock,
the Honourable Sir Phiroze Sethna in the Chair,
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Trae HoNourasLe S1r PHIROZE SETHNA (Chairman) : The Councij
‘will resume discussion on the motion’of the Honourable the Leader of the House .

“ That in pursuance of the Resolution adopted by this Council on the 22nd February,
1928, the Council do proceed, by such method as the Honourable the President may direct,
to elect three of its Members to the Central Committee to sit with the Indian Statutory
Commission.” :

Tre HonouraBLE Mr. P. C. DESIKA CHARI (Burma : General): Sir,
@8 one who had moved the main Resolution in pursuance of which the present
motion is brought, I think it is my duty to support my vote by a speech and
not to record a silent vote. Sir, when I moved my original Resolution, the
Assembly had already passed a Resolution by a narrow majority in favour of
boycott, and 1 was surprised that my friend the Honourable Mr. Ramadas
Pantulu and others thought fit to bring up the matter again which they had
already discussed when my Resolution was moved. They took the objection
then that, since the Assembly had passed a Resolution for boycott, it was not
open to this Council, to move a Resolution in favour of co-operation. The
matter was discussed both on the technical aspect as well as on its merits and
we had the verdict by an overwhelming majority of this House. Under these
circumstances I quite agree with Sir Arthur Froom and others who said that
we were moving far away from our moorings when we discussed all these
questions as regards the attitude of the Assembly in this matter. Well, it is
further urged that it was a Joint Conference that was agreed upon by the
original Resolution. We agreed to participate in any Joint Conference. The
Joint Conference does not necessarily mean a conference in which both the
Council of State and the Members of the Legislative Assembly have to take
part. The Joint Conference may be of the representatives here as well as of
the representatives sent out by His Majesty’s Parliament. So that it is
unnecessary for me to stress this point any further. And I also find that the
main objections which have been brought forward to the Resolution then
are being repeated again here and I find my friend Ramadas Pantuly as Leader
of the Swaraj Party-—of course he is quite right in stressing his point when a
motion 18 brought—says, “ We have no faith in the bona Jfides of this Commis-
sion.”  They are quite welcome to their views, But I would submit to him and
to others of his way of thinking that as a hard-headed lawyer I should think that,
if I find that I have some doubt about the hona Jfides of the Judge, that is
the very reason why I would strengthen mv case as much as possible and put
forward all the arguments and all the evidence that I can get hold of so that
I can strengthen my case for appeal and win even in spite of the judgment
of that Judge. Here the Commission is not the final arbiter of the whole thing.
They have been sent out by Parliament as accredited representatives of Par-
liament to find out how to proceed on the lines laid down by the declaration
of 1917. Under these circumstances, as I pointed out on the last occasion,
it is our duty to take advantage of the vehicle of self-expression which is given
to us and not to allow that body—in which certain sections have got confidence
and in which certain other sections have got no confidence—to have its own way.
It is our duty to take advantage of this vehicle of self-expression to see, if the
Commission goes wrong, that our views are properly brought forward and
Parliament is impressed with our view point., But I find, Sir, as I also stated
at the time when I moved my original Resolution, that it is generally agreed,
that it is not disputed that unless Parliament sets its seal of approval on an Agt
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liberating the Indian people, the Indian people can never have freedom. That
is agreed, I think, even by the Congressmen. And I find this statement is
further strengthened by what has happened since then. Reference has been
made to the All-Parties Conference. Lest Members of this Honourable
Council may go away with the impression that the All-Parties Conference
consisted of only boycotters, I should make this quite clear that. though the
majority of them were bovcotters, there were people who were distinetly for
co-operation and in fact it was after I had moved my Resolution committing
this Council to co-operation that I attended the All-Parties Conference, and |
believe my Honourable friend Sir Sankaran Nair also attended that Confer-
ence and we were allowed to participate in it.  So that there is no meaning
i what has been said about co-operators not having been allowed to partici-
Pate i it. If people like Sirdar Bahadur Shivdey Singh Uberoi did not, eare
to go all the way to the Conference and tell tho people respousible there that,
they were also interested in participating in that Conference, cortajnly the
people who were responsible for convening that Conference <hould not be
blamed.- Certainly they would have heen allowed to participate in that Con-
ference if they wanted to.

Tue HONOURABLE SARDAR Bauanvr SHIVDEV SINGH UBEROL1 :
When I said that, I meant the chjof Khalsa Dewan, one of the oldest organisa-
tions of the Sikhs in the Punjab, whom | represent. | never meant that 1
should have been invited personally. ‘

TaE HoNouraBLE MRr. P. (. DESIKA CHARI : Well, | take it the Re-
port of the All_—Parties Conference has created this agreed constitution. It
was held at a time whgn the Royal Commission on Reforms had come out to
f.[ndla, at the psychological moment. Generally we do not find such Conferences
in other years, “Unless the object of 4 conference like that was to evolve a
schemg qf constitutional reforms which may be put forward before the Simon
Commission by others interested, it is not clear what the object could be - -at
any rate that is how T understood it. And as there were people who were

. dlstm.ctly for co-operation, it was quite open to them to bring it fnr(vmd before
the Simon Commission ; and when they published the Report it was certainly
meant to be read ; when it was published to the world at large it wu:; na’turally
expected_ that these Royal Commissioners on Reforms would (-(;rminly 1:'0

ugh it. In that way I regard it as an indication that those people who
were originally for boycott were not averse to having their ('va , qﬁntmd
Whet:her they state it openly before the ('ommission or not whethe:r tiniq Ro:
port 13 actually placed before the Commission by anybody who artici (atted in
that Conference or not, they were anxious that theiy views sho{ﬂd b:xpkxn;)w'n

to a bo.dy which ha§ come out to improve the constitution and to give represen-

of the original

Well, 8ir, there is one other aspect. Much hag i
tive Asse}nbly deciding against cg-operatiofx. }lgfbce,g:{:zl(} ﬂ]‘:“\ly‘f e
ferred to it and I say, and I have known severa] people in the Aa«(x bl
that but for the techmqal objection that g fresh Resolution oan;; (tmb }l,)m y l}?t’
within one year,—that if a Resolution were brought, to-day before (;he i\gs:;;%ly

L(’gih‘lﬁ'
already re-
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I have absolutely no doubt the Resolution for co-operation would be carried
to-day. (Crics from the Swarajist Benches of * Question, question !”)
I know, Sir, that at the time when I originally moved my Resolution I laid
stress on this fact that one of the greatest obstacles in the way of co-operation,
one of the strongest weapons which the Commission and the Government were
Placing in the hands of the boycotters was this question of camera evidence
and exclusion of the Indian Committee from participating in all the evidence.
I'was one of the very first to take carly steps to intimate to the Commissioners
that if this camera evidence goes and if the objections which I raised in my letter
written as Secretary of my Party to the Commission go—if all those objectiops
were temoved, the people or the vast majority of the people would be in
favour of co-operation. The very fact that soon after the Commissioners
have revised their views of course in answer to our ob]ec@ons—fa.nd .hg.ve
done away with camera evidence there was a distinet che}ngeln public opinion
shows that [ was right when I prophesied that if this insistence on camera
evidence goes the whole country or the vast majority of the population would

~ be in favour of co-operation, and if the Assembly is asked to give its verdict

to-day after this main objection has gone I am perfectly certain the verdict
of the majority would certainly be in favour of co-operation,

Reference hasx been made to the attitude taken up by the various Legis-
lative Councils. | know, Sir. the Legislature of the Province of my birth origi-
nally were not in favour of co-operation. In fact this distinction between Mem-
bers of the Royal (‘ommission and members of the Committee weighed heavily
with a large majority of the Members of the Legislative Council in Madras.
What do we find now ?  After the Commission made a distinct statement that
no distinction would be made between the members of the Commission and the
members of the various Committees co-operating with it, the main objection
to co-operation disappeared.

THE HoNourasLE MRr. V. RAMADAS PANTULU : Why were popular
Ministers who in obedience to the mandate of the Council refused to co-operate
with the Commission dismissed in Madras ?

THE HoNovrasLe Mg. P. (. DESIKA CHARI: I will come to that
also. With one voice in no uncertain terms the Legislative Council of my
Province declared that the Council and the country were in favour of co-opera-
tion. My Honourable friend Seth Govind Das— I do not know whether he
referred to that humourously or whether he was scrious—stated that two
organisations had come into existence after the Commission was appointed.
He named the Liquor Association as well as the Leather Association in Madras,
And he instanced only those two organisations as co-operating with the Com-
mission. I do not myself see why for the purposes of their own trade they ought
not to co-operate, but he has been very careful not to give out to the Council
what happened afterwards if he really cared at all to follow the popular opinion,
the public opinion, in that province. Well, Sir, though I come from Burma,
all my people are in Madras. All my brothers are in Madras and I have fre-
quent opportunities of going to Madras. I know the conditions in Madras
quite ag well as any Member from Madras knows them. Well, who are the
persons who were in favour of boycott when the original Resolution for boy-
cott was passed ? The main party was the Justice Party besides the Swara-
jists.

M60CS
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(At this stage the Honourable Sir Phiroze Sethna vacated the Chair
which was resumed by the Honourable the President.)

My friend referred to the Ministers and the opposition of the Ministers
there. Well, two Ministers who were not in favour of co-operation had to
resign because there was a motion of want of confidence moved by the Leader
of the Swaraj Party in the Council and there were not even enough men to
stand up and support that motion of want of confidence in the Minister who
had co-operated. Then immediately after thix boycott Resolution was passed
in the Madras Couneil, the Members of the Council opened their eyes and even
before the Royal Commixsion on Reforms agreed fo treat the members of the
various Provincial Committees and the members of the Central Committee on
the same footing as the members of the Royal Commission. even before that
they thought they had committed a blunder and they at once procecded to
rectify that blunder by showing in unmistakable terms that they had absolute
confidence in the Minister who voted for co-operation. 11 zny doubt there
was, that doubt was cleared up by the attitude of the Justice Party. Immediately
after this the Leaders of the Justice Party eame forward with a statement
and if there was any doubt about the attitude of that Party it was made
abundantly clear in the later Resolution for the appointment of a (‘omumittee
by that body representing the vast millions of non-Brahmans in the country,
declaring by their votes that they were for co-operation.  And il the non-
Brahmans are thus accounted for, what is the rest of the community that 18
left 2 It is the Brahmans. 1 know, Sir, that the orthodox Brahman commu-
nity are in favour of co-operation. except those people who are hound by
the Party mandate. [ know that the Association of the Brahman community
distinctly made quite clear that they were in favour of co-operation and 1
challenge any Member of this House coming from Madras to dispute this state-
ment. They were not associations formed after the Simon (‘'omuission came
out or was appointed, but one of the oldest associations existing in the
. country.- .. .

Tue HoNouraBk Rao Samms Dk, U RAMA RAU (Madras: Non-
Muhammadan) : What about the People’s Party ?

Tee HoNouralE Mr. P. . DESIKA CHARIL: 1 am not going to
ge off at a tangent at the request of my Honourable friends.

think when I have stated that the representatives of the non-Brahmans and
the representatives of the Brahmans are all in favour of co-operations

do not see which other community there is to boycott. There may be one
or two people who come on the Congress ticket and whomay be bound by the
resolution passed by the Congress body and who cannot get out of this mandate
which comes from the Congress. But even in that case, now that the Nehru
Report has been accepted by the Congress Committees thereby giving the go-
bye to the goal of independence, there is absolutely no reason why the Congress
Party should not co-operate at all. If you are satisfied with Dominion status,
who is to give you that Dominion status. If you are for independence 1 can

understand boycott, because you can get it irrespective of the opinion ,of
Parliament or the British people.
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Tar HonourasLe SETH GOVIND DAS: The Congress still stands for
independence. '

Tae HonourasLe Mg. P. . DESIKA CHARI: 1 can only draw my
vonclusions from what is a distinet indication and I would go further and say
that the Congress Committees by accepting the Nehru Report have given the
go-bye to the independence resolution.

Trr Honouranpk SetH GOVIND DAS: A compromise.

Tz HoxouvrasLe Mg. P, €. DESIKA CHARI: [am very glad that my
friends who were not for & compromise have now grown wiser and accepted
the compromise. But whether it is on account of a spirit of compromise or
for any other reason, when the Congress organisations have given the go-bye
to the independence resolution, I say that it is a natural corollary, when
they accept the goal of Dominion status, that we cannot get it unless we get
the approval of the British Parliament and we cannot get the approval of the
British Parliament unless we take advantage of the vehicle which is given
to us and unless we impress upon the Parliament our fitness to do so. Under
these circumstances I say that we ought not to place very great reliance upon
a Resolution passed by the other House -whether you call it a popular House
ov an unpoputar House, at a time when independence was the accepted
goal of the Congress T have always believed that you must have some respect
at least for its decisions, though of course we are not bound by them; and [
have alwavse advocated that course, but that does not mean that you should
follow closely in their footsteps.  The object of a revising Chamber is not
1o endorse every word of wi at the Assembly says : but you have got every right
1o go into all questions and form your own opinions, taking care not to disturb
the conclusions of that House very often. That has been the view that I
have been advocating and after the passing of this Resolution by the Legisla-
rive Assembly, things have considerably changed, but it is not possible for any
Member of the Assembly now to bring forward another Resolution before the
lapse of one year from the date of that Resolution. Therefore, I ask my
friends not to entrench themselves behind this technical rule, but to allow the
country to draw the proper conclusions. Indications are not wanting even
in the Swarajist camp that after this Resolution for boycott there has been a
considerable amount of feeling in favour of the Commission. (An Honour-
able Member : “ Question ) 1 do not want to refer to a recent incident,
but Honourable Members of this House who belong to the Swaraj Party know
it very well. '

Well, Sir, I have spoken about Madras, the province of my birth, where
I was brought up and in whose conditions 1 am intimately concerned and whose
conditions I know quite as well as any Member coming from Madras.

Now, taking the question of Burma, the Burma Legislative Council un-
animously passed a Resolution in favour of co-operation. Of course the Com-
mittee is not yet formed, because the Council had to be dissolved by efflux
of time and a new Council is to be elected before the Simon Commission comes-
there, and in due course they will appoint a Committee. I find quite recently
that there has been a great agitation over the question of the separation of
Burma or of Burma remaining as part of the British Indian Empire. Thatis a
live question. Who is to decide this question ? Ifind from important organisa-
tions representative of Burma, even some of those organisations which are

o2



170 COUNCIL OF STATE. [18TH Swp. 1928.

[Mr, P. C. Desika Chari.|

in favour of boveotting have veered round to this view that it is necessary
to co-operate with the Commission and to put all the available material hefore
the Commission : and this question being a live issue, the vast majority of rhe
people there 1 am not talking from my experience of Rangoon alone, I know
intimately the conditions in the districts because vers often 1 have maore to
do in the distriets than in Rangoon itsell the vast majority of people in Buarema
are in favour of co-operation. Tt mav be that there s a distinet section which
tries to follow the Congress mandate, and being vociferons an impeestn s
created that there is an influential hody in favour of boveott. But | <av.
Sir, the vast majority of the people in Burma are in favour of cooperation.
What about the other Conneils © A majority of the Legislative Couneils with
the exception of one or two, which will follow suit, I think, are i favour ol
co-operation. ... ..

T Hoxovragne Seein GOVIND DAS: Not the Central Provinens
at least.

Tur HonovrasLe Sik MANKCKJE DADABHOY ;. The Central Pro-
vinces does not count,

Tue Honovranne Me. ' Co DESIKA CHARL . His one of the minor
provinees of India: and T am not quite sure whether even the Central 'ro
vinees is not going to follow the lead of the other provinees whicl are in favouw
of co-operation,

Tueg HoNourasrLe Xeen GOVIND DAS Tt will follow the lead of the
Assembly.

Tae HoNourarne Mr. P €0 DESIKA CHARIL:  Very well; lot then
follow and you had better advocate it. But 1 am very doubtful about the
results even in the Central Provinces Legislative Council. That being the
case, Sir, what is the position ¢ Here one halfl of the Central lmgislut\n'v Is
In favour of co-operation and almost all the provineial Legislative Counels
are in favour of co-operation. As one of the Members pointed out. the pro-
vincil Councils are represented by men who have got a more intimate know-
ledge of the condition of things in the provinces than the Members who
represent a particular province in the Assemblv. The franchise is wider
.and they have necessarily every day greater opportunities  of meet-
ing people in all walks of life and have to devote their time in
the provincial Councils into dealing intimately ~ with provincial sub-
jects and therefore they have better opportunities of knowing what the views of
thg people are and their verdict is the verdict of the people.  More especially ix
this the case when you find some of the provinces revising their views, while the
Assembly did not have an opportunity of revising its views.

Something has been said as to what sort of representation there ought to be
on this Committee. My friend, Sardar Shivdev Singh Uberoi, pleaded the
cause of his community. Of course he is here to plead the cause of his com-
munity also ; but so long as Burma is a part of British India, Burma is bound
to be represented—1I do not care whether it is represented by a Member of the
quqmbly or here ; and unless there is'a representatives in this Committee vepre-
senting Burma (Honourable Members: * Hear, hear. Y T do not see t}haw
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it will represent all interests in British India, because vou will be excluding
Burma altogether.

One other point that 1 wish to state is this ... ..

Tur HoNoURABLE Sere GOVIND DAS: | want to know whether, if
Burma is not represented, Mr. Chari will co-operate with the Commission.

Tar HoxourasLi MR, P. (. DESIKA CHARI: Burma has been co-
operating as vou find, It does not make it a condition precedent : it does not
attach any condition to co-operation at all. In fact my attitude from the very
beginning, when it was quite uncertain whether there was going to be any com-
mittee or not, has been that I was distinetly in favour of co-operation. I was
in favour of co-operation even if there were no committees at all : and that
heing the case T am surprised that my friend Seth Govind Das puts this ques-
tion.. ...

Tre HoNovraBLE SETH GOVIND DAS :  Unconditional surrender ?

Tar Honvovrasre Mr. P. ¢, DESIKA CHART: [t is not a question of
unconditional surrender ; it is a question of putting our case hefore Parliament
and. as 1 pointed out on the last occasion, it is our duty and a sacred duty to take
all steps we can in furtherance of this object.  Of course, now, fortunately, we
are given this vehicle of expression.  We can make our own reports ; but even
apart from that, unless vou treat these Commissioners as accredited representa-
tives of Parliament. how can vou advance your interests ? How can they find
out what vour needs are ¢  They want co-operation for the purpose of ascer-
taining in what way your interests can be furthered. That being the case,
I was distinetly in favour of co-operation from the verv beginning, whether
there were to be committees or no comrmittees,

One word more, Sir, and it is this.  Some Honourable Members said that
now that the Assembly is not to elect its representatives it is not proper to
send any representatives at all from the Assembly.  The Assembly as a body
might have nen-co-operated. but does it mean that those Members of the
Assembly who are for co-operation cease to represent their constituencies 7 Of
course. if these people are nominated from the Assembly. they cannot say that
they are the representatives of the Assembly.  There is a doubt with reference
to that question.  But thev do not cease to be representatives of the consti-
tuencies whom they represent, and the best course which the Government can
follow is to adopt the method of nominating people in whom their constituen-
cies have reposed confidence. Tt will be a sort of indirect representation because
those people have been elected by their constituencies, and instead of sending
out a number of people as representatives of the Assembly, the representatives of
the people will be represented. at any rate the co-operating section in the
Assembly will he represented on the Committee. With these words, Sir, 1
heartily support the motion which has been moved by the Honourable the
Leader of the House.

Tug HoNovuraBLE Srwur RAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, as
one of the Members of this House who had to face the electorate only last
month, I think T can speak with some authority on the question as to what the
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electorate wants in my part of the country. One cannot say what opinton
would be expressed if there is a new election in every part of India, but so far
as I am concerned, I represent West Bengal. and 1 gave it out in my manifesto
that I had accepted the Congress ticket, and the plank on which [ was eleeted
was that I would not support anv co-operation with the Nimon Conmitssion.
A'n attempt was made by some important public men i Bengal 1o set up rm;—
didates against me, but they would not get. except one. to .:;iln(l against nuwe
and he also wos defeated. | canuot, therelore, so long as | n-'.,li; Hiy M"ll~
here on the Congress ticket. support any proposal for o operation with ?iu'
Simon  Comnission. ‘

But apart from that, Sir. what is the position of the Couneil of Rtate
the present moment 2 Any Honourable Member whe has eared 1o go througls
the Parhamentary debates that took place when the Govertnment of India
Act \\'as‘amcn.dv.d by the Parliament or when the Resolution for the appointnient
of the Commission was passed in the Houses of Parliament knows that there
Was & very strong opposition from certain sections of the House that there onght
not to be any Commission sent out to India unless that Connnission \:‘:l»‘
acceptable to the major portion of the Indian public.  Whether Indians
:l:otu}}dtb: assn(‘i;{vd wif;x the Commission or not was the question whieh arox

at time, e method that was suggeste ; the Ministry then was o
appoint representative (‘olnlni]:(tl:u:\;ll: [\!lll(Ti:: :t: (»:s};t\ :"}-ll'mf\(lll\'mt]:«".\d 1:“ "‘ o~

. SO efect of non
representation of the Indian clement on the Parliaentary Comuiission. 1t
18 not in one place, hut 1 think it ix in three or four places in these et o
that the Prime Minister, the Necretary of State for India and the Under -\w-:
retary of State for India have given out that the Committee to be app “; ted
should be elected by the Central Legistature.  Great cmphasis \v-; ; : f 'lg -
Honourable Mcmbers in the Parliament on the fact that 11‘“.- l\lu.x“\i -"”“ 'l"\
would be elected by the Cenvral Legislature would he rvpn-\-vn}-nilxl‘ T:ll\l'“t 1“T
people. \vh(? would really represent the interests of the people in -‘. It (‘-}“ l-‘L
rfepresen-tafn’v character than it mav be possible for a Pilrl;“lllll'll("I‘!“'H:(‘ l l”"““
sion which would include two or three members from ]mfi- \"'- ’ ”“m‘"h‘
of November, 1927, when the Prime Minister made hi -t-d. PRV ‘th“ e
House of Commons, he said as follows ‘ e i statemen belore the
““ His Majesty’s Gove nt ¢ i
f"?ﬂimted if it were toinvite the Central ]n(ii:ml l.q.l.vi;lallltllntr:" \tl(l:Lr Nl(.l('"‘ ¢ W.'“m ‘l"' gl‘:“tly
lvr;;t“tze, cgosen fmmitg oloo.t("d and nominated unnﬁiﬁ-inl Mon|lu(*;2,,}\:;'121?11"\\1:1:;:; (\l:aln(u” ' “'"llt

and proposals in writing and lay them hefore the Commission for :-\mninuﬁl‘l\!{‘x lil:

such manner as the latter may decide.”

Conusnl(l)‘;):h‘hﬁz;is.li}l;}llﬁlgl'll()l‘ e.xprefmfd by t_hv Prie Mil}i.\'h*l‘ m the Honse o

N wo{ﬂd ! 0{(:()“ ‘ dl;)c?siqxon went o‘n, it was rv(-ogmsvd that the position

Olivier ol o, Indi}al'e % vt 1.0‘ I.n(hf{‘n Committee, which was termed by Lord

et as ,nOt e lc ,omfmssml‘). h would bo.m.u(‘h more important, and

e o Ot ifywoctl-{)({mrﬁte ‘}\ it the Commission, that it would not only
. also sit 1n joint conference.

Then i S (G e T S
agt;ln. x,tll‘. on th same date, Wh 1 LOTd Bl kvn]n-ad Wan Ill«'lkilllr hl 3

..’a‘e"l ]l' l) 5 1 X .
€ erore he HO“S(", Of LOTdS. h? ﬂ.]SO I]l(‘,lltlol]t*d th(‘ sdaine fﬂ('t I)G‘f()l"‘

th&t HOUSG‘ that ]‘ Would be a 1 | \;e e( 1 omnm l l(‘( S 1\ ele lt‘(l
. = ] J(illl : l > O i S NS¢ " 1
an d nﬂm]nated “nom(‘ial bl Pllll)el . 0 1 . C hﬂ. en f' om 11s ] C .
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Sir, the same statement was made by every Noble Lord, including Lord
Olivier, and Lord Reading ; and Lord Reading, speaking with the experience
which he had as the head of the administration in this country, said that it would
not be possible for any Commission to do any real work unless the vocal public,
the Indian aristocracy of intellect joined with the Commission, and that the
only way that could be done was by appointing a Committee in India, a Com-
mittee which would be appointed by the (Central Legislature,—by the Assem-
bly and the Council of State, —and also by the Provincial Councils electing
their own (‘ommittees. There is one important passage here which I cannot
but read to the House, because that also shows unmistakably that it was not
a Commiittee of the description which Sir John Simon now wants to co-operate
w.th him, that was anticipated or thought of by the Members of the House
of Commons when they approved of the appointment of the Commission.
At page 174 of the Parhiamentary Debates, Earl Winterton, the Under Secre-
tary of State, made this statement.

“ Surely it canuot be contended that the chosen representatives of the Indian electo-
rate who will form the Select Committee of the Indisn Legislature to meet the Commission

are likely to find a lack of sympathy on the part of those who are really in one sense their
colleagues, since the Indian ( ‘entral Legislature is affiliated to the Empire Parliamentary

Asyociation.”
On this point it is necessary to say a few words more about the intentions
of the Parliament, about the Joint Committee of the Central
3 e Legislature and the Committees of the Provincial Coun(:,lls.
There seems to be some misunderstanding on this pont. -

Lower down, Earl Winterton says:

“] have said that I will try to make one or two points clear in regard to the committee
of the Central Legislature—1 have called it the joint committee, because it will be repre-
gsentative both of the Council of State and the Legislative Council—and the committees of
the Provincial Council. They will be more than mere witnesses. They will be able to
prepare a case for further self-government as it appears to them in the Central Legislature
and the provincial Councils respectively and present it to the Commission. They will be
available for consultation by the Commission on those proposals.”

Then, again, at page 184, he says:

““ Now in the cxamination of those witnesses I would strongly urge our comnlisgion to
agree to have the lndian Commission sitting with them, the right honourable and learned
Gentleman the Member for Spen Valley (Sir John Rimon) presiding over the joint sitting and
the Indian representatives having exactly the sawe rights and privileges and status as the
members of our own  seetion. The adoption wherever it ix possible of the idea of joint
sessions will. 1 think, remove a large amount of Indian suspicion, that being done in such
& way as to seeure to our (‘ommissioners the absolute right, the previously announced right,
80 that there vau be no dispute about it of saying in respect to this, that, and the other
witnesses or subject, ©* We are going to take evidence upon these matters ourselves.”

What was attempted to be done in Parliament was that the elected - repre-
sentatives of the Assembly and the Council of State will be there to join in
the deliberations of the Royal Commission. Now that the Legislative Assem-
bly has rejected that offer, what is the use of the Council of State Members
going there ? T do not for one moment suggest that because the Legislative
Assembly has rejected the proposal to co-operate with the Commission, 1t
is not open to the Council of State to join in co-operation. But what is the
practical value of such a co-operation ¢ What was attempted to be done and
what was attempted to be st own to the world at large was that the elected Indian
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representatives would act in collaboration with the Commission. But when
you have such a large section of the public not joining with the Commission,
what good will these three Members from the Council of State do ? The Gov-
ernment will assert inthe Parliament that Indian public opinion has been taken
and the Commission had the representativesof the Assembly and the Council
of State to co-operate with them though the representatives of the Assembly
might be nominated. Some Honourable Members may even say that nonina-
tion was better than election. But that is not the view which the Iniperial
Parlit.xment; would certainly take of nomination and that is not certainly the
way in which in any democratic country nomination would he looked upon.
But, Sir, if we are going to have Assembly Members by nomination 1o sit on
that Joint Committee. I for one would not like the Council of State to eleet
members to that body. Because, although there would not be elected repre

sentatives from the Asseubly, yet it would be given out that the representatives
of the elected Members have joined in the Joint Conference and that they
voice the representative opinion of the Indian public. '

Much has been attempted to br made of the decision that has been arrived
at in the different provincial Councils to co-operate with the Commission
It has already been pointed out that if we analyse the voting strength (I'i' lln:
different Councils we would find that in the majority of them, the majority of
the elected representatives were against such co-dpcmti(m.‘ \\'h-;rj Iy the
ofticial Members of the Government. what by the nominated i\lmnl:vn :}l' the
Government, they have often a majority in the provineig] (‘num-il‘\v' The
Montagu-Chelmsford reforms by the introduction of communal re Jl‘('\'("[.ll'lti()ll
has made it easier for Government by division and therefore it iy (»Illl\‘l'-'lil" and
proper for us here to look not on the face value of the ()pinin;) expr -(v : I( I
the different provincial Couneils, but to analyse it deeper and sop 11‘0}\\“ iy );Vf
t_he elected representatives of the people were agreeable to join the ]l'ri"'ll.\* (l-
tions of the Commission. 1 for one speaking of the Bengal Couneil n "KII
that the majority of the elected non-offieial Members iy the AR
were ag&ins@ co-operation.  Certainly the Resolution for co-operation has
been passed in the Bengal Council, but that i with the help of ||'. ( (‘“‘ . |
members and with the help of the official hlock. You .\‘hnll'!i als ' 1.”.““”]m|l‘(.(t
you should lcave the non-official European Members also ‘( {l(t) \‘m.)\\“ '~“:‘
because the non-official Kuropean Members ar,. not \'n.in(tq:r tod i e o

N . A : ested in the Com-
mission from the point of view of the poeple and whe
opinion of the people of India you should look 1o th, opinion as given by {Ke
elected non-ofticial Members of the Couneil and especially lrn;li:lrl\‘\,l)<-x:;\l»\rs(’

I was surprised at the Honourable Sjr Maneekji l):ulnbhn.\'\ e .l o
of the proposal that has been made by some Members of the ] T o

Jbly that the Couucils ought to be dissalved and there ou
v prop : courage of their convietion, to own that it was not

right for them to give out that they ought not to co-oper; te ,-rd nY o
mission. He said that they have changed their views }, thar i e Come
s and that they t to

fizzle out through the backdocr. | was really surp ived th ) e

- Statement. Any reader of constitutional history W(E ]Llu e e et
that statement of the Honourable Member as agai " m-rtam]y (‘h'nm(.teme
> Me § against all constitutional pre-

Bengal Couneil

vou want to gauge the

agsfative Assem-
;_'ht to he a fresh

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO SIT WITH THE INDIAN STATUTORY COMMISSION. 175

cedent. An appeal to the electorate means that you want to see what the
general body of the electorate would think about it, and whether you have the
support of the country behind you on a particular point.

Tue HoxourasLe Stk MANECKJT DADABHOY :  The representatives
of your province have shown what they want. Is there more distinct evidence
than this?

Tur HoxovrapLr Skt GOVIND DAS: What has your province

shown 7

Tur Hosourasne Skwur RAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE: This
questionddid not come as a principal question when the elections were held
some time ago and certainly it is only fair to the Government and the people
of India that there ought to be fresh election so that the Government and the
gentlemen elected may know for certain which way the opinion of the country
lies. I may give out one opinion, the Honourable Sir Maneckji may hold
another and it iy only fair and constitutional that a fresh election should be
held so ax to state without any question what the opinion of the country is.

Tur Honovrasne Stk MANKECKJT DADABHOY : You want to delay

andd obstriuet the work of the Commission.
The Hoxovrasne SEra GOVIND DAS: There is no hurry.

Tir: Hoxovrasre Sik MANECKJT DADABHOY @ 1 think vou are in a
hurry, ’

Tur. HoNnovrasLe SrRIJuT RAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE : After all
how long will it take to hold fresh elections ¢ It may take about six months
at the most and not more than that. At the outset, on a very important ques-
tion like this, a period of six months in the life history of a nation is not a very
long period. Does my Honourable friend think that by co-operating with the
Commission during the next six months, he will be ina position to get from the
Commission such recommendations as would compensate for the delay that he
would not like to brook now. It was stated, Nir. that he expected this Council
to act with sanitv and judgment. Certainly he does not expect this Council to
lapse to senility. What is the attitude of the public towards this Council ?
He regards the provineial Councils to he more representative bodies.  Certainly
thereis alarger bodv of electors for the provineial Councils. [t is a much
smaller electorate for the Legislative Assembly and it is a still smaller one for
the Council of State.  The position occupied by this Couneil of State has been
characterised by one Honourable Member to-dav as that of a * corrective
Chamber.” Yes, it is a corrective Chamber, it corrects, but which way. That
is more than I need say at this stage. 1f vou review the history of this Council
for the last few years and if you take the general opinion of the country you
will find that it almost always corrects the Assembly the other way.

Tur HoNovrasLe Sik MANECKJ1 DADABHOY : Then why are you
here ?
Tue HoNovrasLe Srwur RAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE: 1 am

here for a very good reason—to correct the impulse of those Members who
'want to correct the Assembly. 1 know that it is not possible for a humble
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Meml?er like me to correct the impulse of the Honourable Members who sit here
in this hall, but still a time may come when by dinning these facts int.u th;-ir
ears continually they will think twice before acting in a way which ix not
acceptable to the general body of people in the cquntry.  Sir 1 do not lthi:\l'
that any useji'ul purpose will be served by my (-(mfinuin;,; this 4]701»:11(' any nu-n-\
1 do not think that we will be helping the interests of Tudia by e opers ling
with the Simon Commission at this stage, ;o

But one word more about the Nehru Committee Report. That has been
{)rot‘rod out by some Honourable Members opposite as a gesture hy some mem
eTs of'tho public who do not want to co-aperate with the Commission hut at the
same time want to help them.  But, Sivoit s not suehoa gesture. Tisananswer
lt\o thhosv rvmm'ks.nmdv bv Members of Parlament and specially Lord Bir
enhead that Indians are not in a position to chalk out their fture. 11 is an
gpswnr to those who sav that it is not possible for Indians to sink their munal
dlfforcnqcs when there is a common enemy to be faced.  H vou vo throuu s (he
R . . . ) . . N i -
:;bath in Parliament you will find that one of the principal reasons Hl'llr sere
. ‘. . . . o » ) ' ' I
a val}l‘(ed for not bringing in Indian members or members with Indian experence
Wil 1) v 1 i 1 f : 1 ( - .
}va:st at t}lere were S0 many divergent views n India that it was not i the
interests o India herself to introduce Indian Members or Members with Indian

» $) " (3 ' J 2 y 1 ] 1 l ‘

(fxpf,runct. The Nebhru Committee Report s a fitting reply to those remarks
. 3 . . wi N 3 ey : ¥ A e i
or it goes to show that, in spite of those great differences of opini iffer
ences between the diffe P ) s of opinien, or difter-
]t i ) een e different conmmunities or the different sections of the public
e po sll (d or t,h( pu!)h(‘lo present a united front when there is a connnon
i .
o ger ahead. What did England do during the war 7 England is governed
SN D) ’ Il ' ‘\

y party politics ; but all partv polities were kept in abevanes and every
})qe::(r):o]?’lled N anaging the atfairs of the country.  So also | think that this
i ot ¢ . O ) e b : A
o joim tou);:{)ortuml time for the leaders of the different sections of the public

ether and sav istak: "ol 1 ini (
g ; o unmistakahle voice what is
Jow ) ‘ i is the minimum demand
:;l;dttﬁh to be put before the public or before the world in general. 1t was civen ont

U o) 8y ' 3 » ‘ea.0 1 N ' - l ‘ ..“\ . »
o «ftum, vx.hm the Peace Treaty was signed that every conntry in Kurepe wa

safe inte < o Parnepe SR

r safeguarding the interests of the smaller States, for the sell-d inat '
the dependencies. and if by . T v xelldetermivation of

. <. and if by publishing this Nehra Commii '
such amendment as may be introduced mto it | e Mmoo
a) ) » O DY comnon conent, we l

Y N ‘ ! \ R s ahow o

gle world at large that the statement by Nnglind that she wants solf d t\ '
. . s o ! Ereildeter v
1on 1n every part of the world 1s fulsified by the actual practice i ha
would be a gain in the long run which cannot | e pactiee in I, tha
The Nehru Committee Report therefore i e, ”“'dlm d b uny other fuctor.
per dev@,]opmem e 7]‘ . cfore is a substantial contribution to the pro-

. e political consciousness of the people. T !
something hefore the g N people. here will be
he people on which they can . : hi

2y can argue. on which theyv can carry

USKION 1¢ I oRe ! d]n J N SIS
on a dlS( S810r l()‘ t} pllr ) (4] hn 0 ‘/ W h ‘ 18 10n l) 1 4 (@1}
{, i & L comn AN ‘()' \ hl

Sir, on these grounds [ oppos i
e g s ppose the motion that has hee :
Honoupabin fhag braunds | oppose th wen moved by the

Com;fl‘;fcel)l?mg??nﬁttlsnnthGEgtRGi: GODFREY (Bengal Chamber of
. : s e thought when I came to this e )
::g \:lew;ad‘ the business on the paper that we should be llsetli(:uf::r 311;, norning
ost interesting debate. 1 thought the Resolution Whic‘hll.s “very full
‘e  wer2
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discussing would go through quickly and easily and that we should not be
indulged with all the eloquence much of which we heard in February of this
year. But listening as things went on, T came to the conclusion that the
discussion had undoubtedly done a great deal of good. In particular, before
I go on, 1 should like to congratulate the last speaker on the very able way
in which he has put his case. He spoke with great fluency and with
great dignity quite worthy of this House, but I am afraid that I for one must
consider that he was only making the best of a very bad case. Now, some
of the Opposition Members who have indulged in the boycott have stated
that their party voice the people. They lay claim to knowing what the
people think about this Simon Commission. L ask yow whether it is really
possible that the people in the full sense of the word, can possibly take any
interest whatever in whether the Simon Commission is supported or boy-
cotted. These gentlemen who have supported the boycott and who lay
claim to voicing the people are probably influenced mostly by the actions and
sayings of the inhabitants of their own particular constituencies or by their
political friends with whom they come into contact day after day. Butl very
much doubt whether they really know anything about the feelings of the people
themselves. In the course of my time in India 1 have had to travel about
in various out of the way places. T have had opportunities of talking to the
people, the peasant classes, the agricultural classes, and my own personal
knowledge is that those people are not the staunch supporters of these— whom
I might almost describe as political professional politicians, these boy-
cotters. 1 am quite sure that the people themselves, in that sense of the
word, look to the moderate Indians who are helping to carve out a destiny
for their country and also look to the British Officials with whom they are
constantly coming in contact and whom they can appeal to and approach when
they are in difficulties. Tam speaking as a practical business man,- 1 do not
lay any claim to being a politician, and the practical view is that this
House has passed a Resolution deciding to co-operate with the (Commission
and it is now called upon to adopt the Resolution. to elect a Committee.
Surely the practical way isto agree to that Resotution. 1t would be stultifying
the decision of the House and its past action to attempt to resile from
that position. I thought that my Honourable friend Sir Phiroze Sethna,
being a business man himself, would have viewed this proposal also from
a practical point of view. But no. He has taken up the opposite position.
He lays very great stress on the fact that he amongst others is voicing the
people of the country.

He seemed to me later on to contradict himsell because T understood him
to say that he was also voicing the majority of the tlinking people of the
country. There is a good deal of difference between these two, but I feel that
he, business man as he is, has been drawn into the very unfortunate position
which the boycotters fell into on the first announcement from home of the
appointment of the Simon Commission. Without waiting to consider the full
purport of the announcement, without considering all that it meant, they got
together in a hurry and they said that as there were no Indians on the Com-
mission it must be boycotted. They then announced this policy publicly.
They got in more disciples and they were finally left in a position which they
cannot now easily withdraw from without feeling that they have lost some
dignity. Itisnota practical position, this of theirs. I feel that as a business

f
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man it reminds me ;
man 1t qpe:;(]l;t']m ()f};(nl}vlmfly who has embarked  upon a rather  wild
nancia Of " hdlsTon.H fo is v;‘rhvr bearing or bulling.  He  has brought
as sold forward. The market g i [
R : 't goes against him. He knows
that he is going to lose all or else make a areat 5 \

e . suceess, Phe wise nan says
the chances of making a success are ve o s

o Toge sl ppaking vy poor 1t ook« as thongh T was going
case mar e ) N sfore e promptly procecds to sell ot or cover up s the
A . (l v < 3 o H | 1 1 1
ond oy 0 ] t(utm his Josses .l‘nd endeavours to consolidare his position
They b ,:,i( 1 to .mu,lw good. These gentlemen are vather in that position.
'y have e so far ©othe
ey t]u,i,.gﬁl()w ‘(. I‘ln now  that th.v.\ cannot suminon up enough  conrage
o ! : l m.nw and to recover their position. 1 make o very great appeal
. ake a verv great appead to tl i this

e, v o a o the gentlemen i this House, the
rable Members of this .

they o 1o By of £ i ”A()llim who have so far endeavoured to do all

i e o boy ()t| e Comnussion, to-reconxider their position now, to see

i e Gormuot Ruy canno display that courage which is necossary to vote

¥ 2 T 1 ‘
B : e Resolution. With these fow remarks, Sir. |« t the
esolution, S e

THE ‘Ou . )
observatiorl;:a”\:;:ilv;{ll\l“I};:\:\u“:(.» “.'k‘\"'B'.vEKN(,)N:, Sir, inomaking the few
myself to one point and to n"t(l e favour of this Resolution txhall confine
reasons whv this C‘ouncil ‘4}( l; {pm"t only, l. could advance many excellent
street in traffic who gets Il'x]‘;'m.( ,“m behave like the old woman crossing the
back. But Sir. t' ose iy- ..Il‘ “lt‘_\ evoss s fhen sees abus coming awl bolts
that T am g()in‘g h)‘(,ml'li‘:::l’“”"llu\'u heen <o well set out by other speakers
Usunlly i this Couneil the official Mot ks to the position of an official

L mber who is : . ot he Cfovern-
ment has to sit in discreet 0 1% not a member of the Govern

suffer very grave dis stlence while his conduct and general activities
< ars 3 ) . 1 '
the worm will turn fu[:]l]?fl’f ment 1 but, Sir, there are some oceasions on which
and this s v of 8 . : .
made by speakers on the one of t.h' m. A great deal of eapital has been
as comf)m'ed \\'i‘r'h tl “] other side of the relative value of the official vote
nominated vote as e elected \f”'“’ I should suy the oflicial vote and the
Legislature gel‘lrt;klll(()mp;n‘};d with the elected vote in this Couneit and in the
> generally and in the provineial ¢ ; r S
to me that MR e provinetal Counetls, Well, Nir, i seems
t we are . . X . .
consgitnti e are working under a constitution by v established aml shat
threo differ l’tl'n\ulps that the Members of the Levisliture <hould consist of
official Mor:& r:'lil.\";f}‘s, (I} (\l(*(wt'(lv.l Members, (2) nominated Members and (3)
. mbers. There s nothing in the law of
which we work whi e el aw of the
o \}e work which differentiates in wny dogree he
s of those three classes of Members,

constitition under
tween the value of the

Tue Hox P ’
value, ouragLr Mr. V. RAMADAS PANTULU - The legal

Tue Hown : M . .
value -1 a,?::;?:?z M:{H \H. A. B. VERNON . Quite so, Nir, the legal
party or Swaré' Psrt” ( l‘r]l()ral vitlue 'at.’"' Well this non-co-operating
-quite know -c]hoose t;‘: :rmw Z)feve}- thev like to call themselves -1 never
this constitution. They ftOh ef this Legislature and  thereby they aceept
value of the vote of an erefore have no earthly right to discount the
the Legislatures did n grhone of these classes. And further. Sir supposing

v in their place ';h ave these official Members, there mu.;t he some-

)l ) at I presume would mean a wider franchise z.x.nd é.‘
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larger number of elected Memblers in the Legislature. Is there any guarantee,
Sir, that the new Members who would come 1n to replace the nominated and
official Members would regard as their leaders the Congress' members 2 We
must remember, Sir, that there are sowme 50 million of the depressed classes
who we all know do not regard the tenets of the (ongress Party as infallible
and they certainly would not support the non-co-operative party in the
Legislature.  Well, Nir, as regavds the actual value of the vote of the nominat-
ed and official Members, T can leave the nominated Members to take care of
themselves with the passing remark, in apswer to the taunt that thev vote
as Covernment divects them, that 1 think 1 remember in the debate in
February on this very same subjeet. that a nominated Member spoke strongly
in favour of non-co-operation.

Tur Hoxovkapne  Ral SaHis DR, U. BRAMA RAU: That was a

single exception.

Thne Honourasne Mg, H.o AL Bl VERNON : Thereby showing that
the nominated Members are in the habit of voting according to their con-
acience. 1 am nmore immediately  concerned with the alue of the official
vote. The official who is not a member of the Government 18 as a rule a
district official. e has worked many years in the districts of this country.
He has an intimate knowledge of Indian life, of village life. He knows
the agricultural problems.  He knows the health problems, and the housing
problems ; and he sees a great deal of the home life of the Indian people. = Well,
Sir, | maintain and 1 am perfectly convinced that I am correct in saying that
as a general rule the experienced district official knows as much if not more
than the average Indian politician (Cries of ** Question, question.”) as to
the economic condition of the Indian people. 1 have, Sir, on more than one
occasion visited villages with Indian politicians and I was astonished at the
colossal ignorance which they displayed of the conditions of their own country-
men, specially the conditions of the depressed classes. 1 have been also,
Sir, in a district where non-co-operation had for a time gained complete
ascendancy and 1 know, Sir, what the real feeling of the people was. 1 know
the nature of the propaganda which was in vogue in that district ; and I say,
Sir, that T was in a far better position to tell the people the truth or rather
I was far more disposed to tell the people the truth than those politicians
who succeeded in  stirring up strife in a hitherto peaceful district.

The official, Sir, has also an intimate acquaintance with the methods
by which selections are conducted ; he is, T believe, the official returning officer
at all elections and he is in a position not only to know how the elections are
conducted but to see by what methods the majorities of the many of these
elected Members are secured. Therefore, Sir, I say that to disregard the
value of the official vote or to consider his opinion as of no value is absolutely

without justification.

Tue HoNouraBLE Rar Basabur Lara RAM SARAN DAS (Punjab :

Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I do not like to give a silent vote in favour of this

motion. So I stand to support it with a brief observation. I gave expression

to my views on this subject in my speech delivered in the Delhi Session of the
Council on the 22nd February last. I hold those Views even now....
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Bat the position is changed.

THE 2
position quC(})]NOUR(;n;LE Rar Bauwanvr Lara RAM SARAN DAS:  Yes, the
position “mntamtge or tlw bo{teli, and even now | hold the same views which
- want to repeat and thus wast 1 ‘ l
: ste the time of the ¢ i hat
speech I offered : v stions e o
ti%m Lo thatl :hf:\\R?;g%o;‘tmm .to_the Royal Commission and those sugges-
tlon: hat oyal Commission should exte iv i
those who want to co-operate with them on ¢ ‘\i\t( nd their helping hand to
‘( R P2 . . . Ly Al
rather. presrd the. port tha. e e, ual terms. L also sugg sted or
rather pressed fhe point ’} al the Jomt Committee in India should not be ex-
Committee/%h(‘)ul(l ;:(a*\,wp )O”;g taken i camera. that members of the Joint
: e § *equal powers of eross-examini 1 '
SS-ONAMININE Wit nesses appearing
in camera hat they s l K e il o
of e\'i({muft‘m‘(lltpr‘lt th*’-: ‘\}]l‘)ul‘l] have Tull aecess to all the records and nmlnlumndﬁ
mee that are to be pluced hefor ) fss It ‘

: : : re the Commiss It s - of
satisfaction that the al O 1881 TR
: hat f'h« Royal Commission has practically aceepted all my sugges-
tions and this wise decision of thei T Berattore into
operators. 1t T n, e l;.n tlwlrs has turned many boveotfers into co

s, - has been mentioned to-day in this Nir, |
. his House, Sir, that Government
D diot o ! \ : xe, ™, that Governmie
}g)lin il lhctateh En nominated Members of various Legislatures to follow
dly what the Government savs. In this ' }

had the privilege of b ot _l.. n Ius connection | may state that |
‘ y ) retuwrned more the e ' Pung: ixlativ
Council as an elected Member : : B s
e to the o (e . i | v ”b";]v the Government was pleased to nominate

_ § ! il rightly wed fr
occasions with Sir Michael ()'l)?\\ : flllth““l rom, the talk | o o sovery

- hi VOr . \ I | s
lative Council, one of fhe reasons "I o then Pr M.'l“"' of the Punjab Legis
because I was a evitie, At | ’(l( ns why b was nominated to the Couneil was

s LA [eas “er [ i ! i [
will in Conmpbenic. A .l\. mmy te rm .ni nomination [ exercised my free
o thou . "; Ifu_,wl directly or indirectly asked to follow the Govern:
Constitutio,n&lly j}i(\aalii‘n qms‘(ts 1Il opposed and strongly eriticised CGovernment.

t S, the ‘ancial Legi . 1ous
Drovinces and Yo v lg:r . the provincial Legistatnres vepresent the various
Fal pront that N ufi(l)(u, of co-operating with the Commission i~ a substan:
Lo ¢ 8 provinees are for co-operati ore, St
request this House to support fuily the e e
the Leader of the House. .

< too e Hosoumang Sui MUILAMMAD HABIBULLAM : Sir, 1t o t0
elici/tedgsuch“:rfpll‘lls; .thn't the motion which I moved t‘hismm'ni‘nu should have
and the afternc::m( le;sl::»bmc " nin lhztwo listened to the whole of the forenoon
! . e no mina to traverse the oy s e hoe
already covered by the large number of speakers who lilim el which has beet
attempted to do so I should perhaps be guilty of ¢
‘Elllli(:i‘{e the records which had been placed on t
formitv;ewl';iiezﬁg vdv;:)};at:lf gregtest int?rt\%' My motion, Sir, was in strict con-
unequivocal words recm;mx1n : de i))' this House. This House definitely and in
be pleased to take steps fore:h N lto -the Governor General in Council that he
State to participate with the I(:ufi;?lmsot[;t?lft F“Pr((:sellt&tiws from the Council of
House passed this ion. i ory Commission. At the time the
adopteg towards glzsoch(;::l(;:lli’q;tiov:las Z‘:l]ly fllwa.ro of the attitude tlltultl(w:i:ll)te?l\g
aware of the atmosphere which gonerally In the country ; it was equally

prevailed at the time-—
ng,i oé she fact that the other House had already lrr:feusel(]iatyo’ oecate wit yro
mmission. In the light of these facts, 1 say, this ﬁzfs}:;it; w’:g:itil:
N 8 {press

willingness to co-operate ; but it w
i : ate ; bu ent a step furt i
with an expression of its willingness to oo-opgrat,e ;he};m lltt ;;gn?t(;l;tﬁkfgr:g

motion put. forward h.\v {he Hunnuru])]!‘

ave preceded me. i
attempting to put on the gramo-
he last oceasion and to which 1
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Governor General in Council to take the necessary steps for the purpose of
securing the election of that proportion of the Members of this House which
<hould sit with the Central Committee which was to be attached to the Simon
Commission. It is, therefore, too late in the day now to attempt to reopen the
same question and to say that we shall not co-operate with the Commission.
Indeed, those of the Honourable Members who had then definitely expressed
their views against any such co-operation may stand aside and not take part in
the elections no+ agree to be elected. Tcan quite understand their position to that
extent ; but what I do not understand is why this whole question which had
heen so exhaustively debated upon on the last occasion and which as a result
of that exhaustive dchate had resulted in the passing of the Resolution of the
22nd February 1928, should again be reopened on the floor of this House.
A good deai of water has flown under the bridge since the 22nd February 1928
when the Council of State solemnly passed this Resolution to which I have re-
forred. Isaid. Sir, that at that time the House was fully aware of the atmosphere
in the country, of the attitude generally of some of the leaders of the parties,
and aleo of the definite verdict which the other House had passed. In spite
of that, they took the bold step to record their own verdict in favour of co-
operatien.  What has happened sinee 7 Seven provinees have already elected
their provincial Conmittecs to co-operate with the Simon Commission. 8o
Jnce the 22nd February last it can hardly be said that conditions have so
worsencd as to justily this House to reconsider the verdict which it passed

only 7 months ago.

My Honourable friend Sir Phiroze Sethna with hus usual vehemence and
eloquence, which, T admit, 1 cannot emulate, tries to lay emphasis on the fact
that while one House has declined to co-operate, is it not up to this House to
follow suit 7 But, Sir. as | have already stated. it was only after the other
House had declined to co-operate, that this House recorded its verdict in favour
of co-operation. That. therefore, is no new argument and does not need any
consideration. The argurents advanced by the six Honourable Members of this
House who spoke against co-operation have more than been met by the other
ten Honourable Members who bave supported my motion. As I said already,
I shall not weary the House by trying to recapitulate the arguments used by
them.

But. Sir, T feel that T owe a word of personal explanation, if 1 may say so,
in regard to the speech which my Honourable friend Seth Govind Das made
this morning. I feel highly flattered by the encomiums and compliments
which he was good cnough to shower upon me in exuberance. He has also
foretold my place in public life after T shake off the robes of this office, and I
am indeed glad that the regard and consideration which he has for me has tempt-
ed him to prophesy my future. A4 the same time, Sir, may I remind my
friend that he asked me a certain question which in all fairness it was not decent
on his part to have done. He realises, T hope, that T am holding & position
under the Crown by a Royal Warrant, and he recognises equally well, I expect,
that as such I have to take an oath of secrecy in regard to all matters which not
only come within my cognisance as & Member of the Cabinet, but also in re-
gard to all advice which I may tender to His Excellency the Viceroy and Gov-
ernor General. Did he therefore seriously ask me the question on the floor of



182 COUNCIL OF STATE. [18Tu Sgp. 1928.

[Sir Muhammad Habibullah.]

the House what advice I gave to the Governor General in regard to this matter ¢
"1 only wish he had not raised that question. He ought to have been wiser,—

1 hope he will pardon me for using that word —-because when a similar quvst{nn

was raised on the floor of the other House the Government Member thought
* it proper not to respond.

I feel, Sir, and I am glad, that there is a consensus of opinion in the House
in favour of the motion which I have made.  Let me repeat that this is not iny
own motion. Let me repeat that this motion did not cmanate {ron iy own
brain. Let me again repeat that this is a motion which, ax in duty bound, 1
as Leader of the House should have put forward before the House. ’l'horvv 5
the Resolution of this Honourable House asking the Governor General to take
certain steps. and 1 am only trying to give effect to that Resolution by means of
this motion. By doing so 1 have only paid respect to the sentiments of the
House, and 1 only hope that Honourable Members will vote in favour of it
except of course those who have ulready expressed their views agamst 1. ‘

Tae HonourasLe THE PRESIDENT @ The question is:

“ That in pursuance of the Resolution adopted by this Council on the 22nd February
1928, the Council do proceed, by such method as the Honourable the l’rosid:l:t ‘ ';.”ﬁ"y
to elect three of its Members to the Central Committec to sit with the Indiun S 'tmu‘\ ( lf( ot
mission.” Natutory Com-

The motion was adopted.

Tae HoNovrasLe THE PRESIDENT 1 The motion just adopted by the
House throws upon the Chair the onus of deciding in what way the (‘lp(}'t/i()“ should
be conducted. As a first step towards election, 1 propose to fix 'l‘hn’r\‘d . v():l}t~
20th of September, up to the hour of noon for the receipt of mnni‘mtim H‘i‘. .
nations may be handed in to the Sceretary of the Couneil any tix(n ) ll\t'llA oo
on the day after to-morrow. When nowinations have bheen rvc:\’ii}[\)l/ll IT;)“ﬁ
be in a better position to decide what form of clection will be t : (-; v th .
result the Council desires. ostachieve th

INDIAN MINES (AMENDMENT) BILI,

. Tme HonourabLE MR. A. G. CLOW (Industries and Labour Secretary)
er, I must ask the House to descend, after they have been discussing lu vix -(‘)m.-
titutional theory, toa m{itter of minor importance, but of importm;' ) § (- t‘l‘ .
less. I move that the Bill further to amend the Indian Mines ‘\ct‘(' Il((;:l; 'f‘l:l_

certain purposes, as passed by the Legislative Asse , 1923, fo
derationr.) P P y egislative Assembly, be taken into consi-

The primary object of this Bill is to place ilv limi
in mines. That limit has been fixed at 112 h:)‘u&:'s(_i all[vt lil:;iz;)}?atgenh::"m of .w.ork
therefore, tha}t there have been demands for a lower limit andl th(- ' slurpr‘m)uyl{;.
be.en suggestions that those responsible for the Bill are aynxi()l]g ‘t<: rvl u:;u, Ui n
miner works for twelve hours a dav. T can readily assure th H[({e Vl?t/ }t1";
there iz no such sinister motive behind this measure. As a/ ",I:tt- 0111;(, ft ,: ,
we already have in the Indian Mines Act provisions li‘mit,i'ng the w:-tr*kl(:r ],:;fr;

i, of work, for those who work above ground to 60 and for those who work under- |
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ground to h4.  Thix gives an average of 10 hours and 9 hours per day respec-
tively, and it is obvious from these facts that if the main object of this Bill
were to protect the Indian miner from overwork it would be a singularly in-
effective measure. The real object is not so much to effect a reduction in the
lours of work as to secure greater regularity in the hours for which the miner
works. The miner at present does not as a rule work up to the limits allowed
Lim by the Mines Act, but he is apt on occasions, particularly in the coal mines,
to work very irregularly.  He may stay underground for considerably more
than 12 hours and be cmployed partly in working, partly in sleeping and
cating and partly, I think, in expectation and meditation.  All that we pro-
pose Lo do is to Lake the first steps to make 16 obligatory on the mine owner
to introduce some sord of syster in his mines.  Under the measure he will have
o choice hetween two alternatives,  He can either keep his mine open for work
for only 12 hours in the day, or he can introduce a system of shifts. If he
olects for shifts, the shifts may not overlap and no shift nay exceed 12 hours
o that the net effect is that the working hours of the miner must fall within a
spectfied period of 12 bours. 1t may be urged that a 12 hours’ shift is a.long
one ever il it is not occupicd— and it is certain not, to be occupied—cntirely by
work, [ readily admit that; but the only feasible alternative to 12 hours’ shifts
is 8 hours” shifts and those who have examined the question are mostly agreed
in reaching the decision that it is impracticable to introduce 8 hours’ shifts at
present.  As a matter of fact, the 8 hours’ shift is the commonest in the not
inconsiderable number of mines where shifts are at present worked and I hope
it will be the commonest when this Bill is passed.

If the Bill is passed into faw, those concerned will have over 18 months in
order 1o make the necessary adjustments,  For, as Honourable Members will
observe, the only cperative clause which comes into effect before the April
30th is the last one, and that clause merely makes a minor change in the
manner of making rules under the Act and is entirely unconnected with the
main purpose of the Bill,

Trre Honotkrante mhe PRESIDENT : The question s :

«hat the Bill further to amend the Indian Mines Act, 1923, for certain purposes, as
passed by the Legislative Assembly, be taken into consideration.”

The motion was adopted.

(lawses 2 to T were added to the Bill,

Tui Honourasty Tie PRESIDENT @ The question 1s:

« That clauso 1 do stand part of the Bill.”

Tie TlonourapLt Skwur RAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE (West Bengal :
Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, with regard to this clause 1, T have one question to
ask. Inclause 1, sub-clause (2), 1 find that the date mentioned is the 7th day
of April, 1930, but in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, it is the 1st April
1930. Has that been intentionally done or is that a mistake ?

Tar HonoBrasLe MRr. A. G. CLOW : 1t is not & mistake. It was a
change which was introduced for reasons which have been explained in the
Report of the Select Committee in the other House.

Clause 1 was added to the Bill
The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill.
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Tne l'l.()NUS'IL\l:Ll“. M. AL G CLOW . Sivy [ move that the Billy as passed
by the Legislative Assembly, he passed.

The motion was adopted,

ELECTION OF A PANEKL FOR Fais STANDING COMMEPTTEE FOR TH I
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCI,
Tur HonovrapLe Sik GEOFEREY CORBETT (Commeree Secretary) :
Sir, I beg to move ;
' “That this Couneil do procecd (o eliet i the manner deseribed in the Rudes published
in the Home Department Notitication Noo Bo40, dated the Y2nd Nugust, 1922 as aended
by the Home Department Notificiiion Noo Dh 75100 datodd the 30th January 1924,
panel consisting of xix members frons which two il be nominet ot serve on the Standing
Committee to advise on the sibjects i the Deprortuiond o Conraoee” .
I should explain that the lite of the present Commtiee exprres on the 28rd
of this month, and it i desrable tat wonew Committoe should he formed he-
fore the end of this Session,

The motion was adopted.

STATEMENT OF BUSLINESS.
Thr HHovoveganne St MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAT (Leader ol the

House) © 1ask Tor your riling, i, vegarding the date on whien the Govern-

ment Bills Liid on the table to day sheuld be placed onthe List of Business.

The earliest day on which they can be taken without o curtailment of the waal
period of notice is Friday nextand T worbdsageest that £ ¢ Coundil might con-
veniently meet on that day tstead of on Phoesday. 1y add for HT«‘ infor-
mation of the Honourable Member- thai the business of e Session i not likely
to terminate belore the end of the nest week. ' '

Tur Hovourasry Tive PRESIDENT . There will aceordinely be a meet-
. ; . 4 L
ing of the Council on Friday and not on Phursday as originally lixed.  On
. . . > =™ « ‘ °
Friday, as many of the Bills Taid on the table to day as the Governor (eneral

U . S
in Council choose to put on the st of busine s will come up for consideration

The Council then adjourned till Eleven of the Cloek \ Wday :
19th September 1928, he Clockon Wednesday, the

M600S—981—24-9-28—GI PN

'

The Council met in the Council Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, th
Honourable the President in the Chair.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

DISCONTINUANCE OF THE PRESENT LINE BETWEEN BakvrLaBA aND REeoTe
RAILWAY STATIONS ON THE BENGAL AND NorTH WESTERN RA1LwaY.
116. Tae HonouraLe Mr. ANUGRAHA NARAYAN SINHA (on
hehalf of the Honourable Mr. Mahendra Prasad): Will the Government be
pleased to state if it is a fact : :
(@) that there is a proposal to discontinue the present railway line
between Bakulaha and Reote Railway stations on the Bengal
and North Western Railway in the district of Ballia ?

(b) that a new line is to be opened between the said two villages which will

pass through villages Madhubani and Goniha Chapra within police
station Bairia, District Ballia and that land has been acquired for -

the purpose *?
(c) that the land of tenants was taken and construction begun in the

year 1925 but that up to this time the price has not been paid
to the owners of the land ?

(d) if the answer to (c) be in the affirmative, what steps do the Govern-
ment propose to take in the matter ? .

Tue HonxouraBLE Stk GEOFFREY CORBETT : (a)and (b) A proposal
to this effect was sanctioned in July 1925. .

(c) and (d) The information which the Honourable Member requires
is being obtained from the Agent of the Railway.

PermaneNT Town InspicToRs OF PosT OFFICES ATTACHED TO FirsT
Crass Heap Post OFFICES 1IN THE BENGAL CIRCLE, ETC.

117. Tt HonouraBLE Mr. V. RAMADAS PANTULU (on behalf of the
Honourable Mr. Kumar Sankar Ray Chaudhury) : Will the Government be
pleased to furnish :

(a) the names of the permanent Postal Town Inspectors attached to the
first class head post offices in the Bengal Circle who were holding

- 91i Aennnd 1097 chamrine acainot sach tha.

M62CS



Jajn the Bengal Circle after 1st September 1927 showing
Peg 'the length of his permanent scrvice as Inspector, town
gsional, and also the total length of his service in the

fatement showing the Nos. of the Rules of tie Post Office
anual, Vol. 2, the duties relating to which are done by the Postal
Muffasil Inspectors in the Bengal Circle but are not done by the
Postal Town Inspectors, Calcutta : .
- {d) astatement of the duties which are done by the § ostal Town Inspeet-
ors of Caleutta but are not done by the Postal muffasil Inspectors
in the Bengal circle.

Town InsercTors oF Post Orricrs 1IN CALCUTTA,

118. Tae HonourasLE Mg. V. RAMADAS PANTULU (on behalf of
the Honourable Mr. Kumar Sankar Ray Chawlhury): Will the Govern-
ment be pleased to state :

(4) whether it is a fact that for the special nature of duties imposed
upon the town Inspectors of Calcutta under the authority of
“N. B.” above rule 345 of the Post Office Manual, Volume 2, cor-
responding to those of the Muffasil Inspectors it was customary,
before the introduction of the time-scale of pay, to reserve the
higher grades of pay, viz., Rs. 80 and 100 for Calcutta ;

(b) whether it is a fact that the posts of Postal Town Inspectors in Calcutta

were actually filled up in all cases by the selection of the Presi-

A degcy Poatmaster irrespective of seniority or pay or examination ;
an |

(c) the names of the officials who were selected during the graded scale
on Rs: 80 and continued from that time to the date of their
reversion to clerical posts after 1st September 1927 ¢

‘119. Tre* HonourasLe Mr. V. RAMADAS PA LU
.. of the H_onourable Mr. Kumar Sankar Ray Chaudhury) :Nl;}x 11‘} a ((f):ctbetglagf?
the passing of the departmental examinatibn was not “a condition precedent
or subsequent to appointment to the post of a Postal Town I;xs ector in
.lecutta, both before and after the introduction of the time-scale of ll))av [

. 120. Tar HowouraBre Mr. V. RAMADAS PA J

. the Bonouyable Mr. Kumar Sankar Ray Chaudhury)N:T[(J:;LI-I(:\rr‘e }ggil:rgf
ment received representations controverting so far as the Postal Inspec-
tors of Calcutta town are concerned the statements regardin incresqed
work and responsibility contained in the revised Orders of G;g\rerﬁlﬁént,

‘?3;?1‘11 the 16th September, 1927 appearing in the Labowr, dated November

. (b) Is it a fact that the postal town Inspectors of Cal i
fitness by performing those duties in practic%l work ? eleutta proved thel

¥ . Tae HoNoURABLE MRr. A. G CLOW : Sir, wi issi
N : : A G : , with your -
ppge to answer questions Nos. 117, 118, 119 and 120 ytogefﬁéfls%i‘(;::sj sﬁ‘li.(je

QUESTION AND ANSWERS. R

from the operation of orders issued by the Government. of India in Augh
and September 1927 and of an interpretation of these, iseued with the gpprov
of the Government of India, by the Director General, Posts 33@»$¢§?P -
in February 1928. These orders related to the revision of the pay and dutiesg
of Town Inspectors attached to first class Head Post:Offces. 'They. havay
resulted, in some cases, in the displacement of some ofsthe officials yeh o
the date from which the orders originally took effect, namely, the tst-Se wa:‘.‘h &
1927, were the actual incumbents of the posts named. In other cases the exists .
ing incumbents have been retained in their appointments. The orders to .
which I have referred necessarily left to the heads of administrative Postal
Circles the final decision as to the application in individual cases of general
principles which had been Jaid down. The decisions reached have given rise
t0 & number of representations addressed to the Director General and to the
Government of India from different Service Associations and individuals
interested. These representations have received the most careful consideration
of the Director General whose recommendations are now before the Govern- *
ment of India and will receive their close attention, together with the various
points raised by the Honourable Member in these questions.

INDIAN SUCCESSION (AMENDMENT) BILL.

Tue Hoxourasue Mr. NARAYAN PRASAD ASHTHANA (United |
Provinces Northern : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I beg to move that the Bill |
turther to amend the Indian Succession Act, 1925, as passed by the Legislative
Assembly, be taken into consideration. e

In commending the Bill to the favourable consideration of the House, '
I have to add but few words. The Billis intended to remove the doubts which
have arisen on account of the conflict of rulings between the Calcutta and the
Allahabad High Courts and also to remove the hardship and injustice which is
done in certain cases where the debt is a very large one, while the property.
covered by the debt or to be realised in execution of that debt is compara-

tively small.

It is a notorious fact that among Muhammadans the dowers are fixed at
very large amounts while the estate of the husband is small comparea with the
dower ; and after the death of the wife her heirs, if they want to sue for the
dower debt, then, according to the Allahabad High Court, they have to pgy
court-fees on the entire amount ; while according to the Calcutta High Court; -
they have to pay only upon the amount which they consider could be realised
from the estate of the deceased. Moreover, in certain other cases,where the
mortgaged property is of very small value while the debt with interest comes to
a very large amount, the heir is ruined by having to take a certificate and to
pay the court-fees on the entire amount of the debt. It is to remove these
hardships that this Bill was introduced into the Legislative Assembly and was
passed there so as to enable the heir to obtain a succession certificate of a part

of the debt.
Sir, I beg to move that the Bill be taken into consideration.
The motion was adopted.
Clause 2 was added to the Bill.
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Clause 1 was added to the Bill.
' ﬁﬁb anfl the Preamble were added to the Bill.
Tae HoNouraBLE Mr. NARAYAN PRASAD ASHTHANA : Sir, I beg

b move that the Dﬂl, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, be passed.
y motion was adopted.

. TeE HoNOURABLE THE PRESIDENT : Yesterda ) i
Lo . 3 : y afternoon the Council

‘gdopted a motion for the election of a panel from which members of the Standing

Committee for the Department of Commerce are to be nominated. I now have

to announce that nominations to the panel will be received up till 11 o’clock in
“the morning on Friday, the 21st September; and I shall thereupon announce
when the election will take place, if one be necessary.

. With reference to the other motien adopted by the ) :

‘ mely, ?hat it shou!d proceed to elect three lipresex);tat}iu\;e:l ;)ou:ibt g:qzt:‘f:x}:
mittee with the qulap Statutory Commission, I would remind Honour’uble
Members that nominations are to be receivable by the Secretary up till noon

“ j;o-m.orrow. It is possible—I ‘can say no more than that at present.- that the

ag;glectlon may take place on Friday. If I should so direct. 1 shali t;lk(‘ care that

-~ gvery Honourable Member receives notice thereof son;e time yon l'l‘hursduv

" afternoon.

; The Council will j ill Fri . .
t«he morning‘.mm will now adjourn till Friday, 21st September, at 11 o’clock in

The Council then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 21st

;‘iﬂ"ﬁeptember, 1928.

COUNCIL OF STATE. (191 Sep. 1928.

COUNCIL OF STATE. ¥
Friday, 21st September, 1928,

The Council met in the Council Chamber at Eleven of the
Honourable the President in the Chair,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. .

QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED FOR THE REGISTRATION OF MEAT CONTRACTORS
" BY THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF SUPPLIES AND TRANSPORT, BOMBAY.

191. Tee HoNourasrt Stz EBRAHIM H. JAFFER: Will the Gov-
ernment be pleased to state :

" (@) The qualifications which are required for the registration of the

name of a meat contractor in the list of approved contractors,
. kept by the Assistant Director of Supplies and Transport,
Bombay ?

(8) The names of the approved contractors at present on the list of
the Bombay District ? S

(c) Out of these how many are (a) professional butchers, (b) ordinary
suppliers ?

His Exceiiency Taeé COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF : With your permis-
sion, Sir, I will answer questions Nos. 121, 122 and 123 together. A report has
been called and the Honourable Member will be informed in due course.

CONTRACTORS OF THE SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT. .

*199. Trr HoNouraBLt Stk EBRAHIM H. JAFFER: Will the Gov-
ernment be pleased to state : ’

(a) Whether a contractor of the Supply and Transport Department
whose name is registered at Madras, Poona, Bangalore and
Bolarum, is not eligible for the Bombay District ?

(8) Is it true that such a contractor whose head office is in the city
of Bombay itself was refused registration without assigning
any reason ?

(c) If so, why ?

TenDERS FoR' THE SuppLY OF BEEF AND MurroN ror TROOPS IN THE
BouBAY DisTRICT.

*193. Tar Honovrasie Stk EBRAHIM H. JAFFER: Will the Gov-
ernment be pleased to state : ' :

(a) How many contractors tendered for the supplies of beef and mutton
for the year 1928-29 for the Bombay District ?

(b) What were the rates of the accepted tender and the lowest of the
rejected ones ? |

~ *For answer to this question, see answer to question No. 121 .
( 189 )
Nes0s
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the loss suffered by Government by not accepting the
ol teRder ¢ '
f&?’ pe épecial reasons for accepting the higher tender !
i° Fo overnment intend to take to avoid such Joss iB

Y e

t ex-KING BAHADUR SHAH OF DeLu1 AT RANGOON.

© 124. TrE HoNourasLe Sir- EBRAHI
: . ; M H. JAFFER: With referenc®
{;iﬁnlilfgn}afllgn supplied to me in reply to my questions N0s.1129r:nd 1
cial No. 73-B., dated 28th June last by the Army Necrctary regard-

ing the tomb of the ex-King B Delhi ill G K
et e e st,a,tel:ng ahadur Shah of Delhi at Rangoon, will Govers-,

(a) Whether the land in question } ~ .
ment of Burms byqthen; :1 1as been handed over to the Goverd
(b) Has the land been resumed fr
the present occupant by the
Government of Burma under (t)}rln Be b P d blic
9D garden been made therein ? © Bengal Rules, and has & P
() Do they intend to ask His Excell i i
: : : L ency the Viceroy t yen this
. His Exfubhc garden during his visit to Burma in Nc :\l;e{’mb:r zlext.
ELLENCY THE COMMANDER- , . Qi
But the ¢ ER-IN-CHIEF: (a) Not yet, ST
e transfer of the land to the Local Government has begn) sanctioned 81

they intend to take i i
-paent, It over soon, together with other areas of the canton”

b) From L
?“‘i(b}& om my reply to (a) above it will be seen that this has not yet beed
m’m 0‘ I d 1 . . .
::5&0 Qat 1'I:;;‘m afraid I'do not know the intentions of the Burma Government iB
b OREA
*h SE OF THE GRANT To PRincEss RouNac Zamani Broum, GRAND-
DAUGHTER OF THE ex-KiNG oF DELgI.
., <7+ 126. THE HONOURAB o
- eanment be Pleasedtostat:l? S EBRAHIM H. JAFFER: Will the Go
(a) Whﬁ,to}:fr the Z%rand:daughter of the ez-King of Delhi named Princes8
Poli::e‘M Ranmgmm Begum was, t}skad by the Commissioner ©
No. T5-P.B42 Part IL, 2ith Jaamary 1oparont memorendely
. P.- » «4th January 1928
(b) To whom does this house belong ? Y to vacate her house

{c) What assistance is the Govern ivi

. ment giving to thi ?
(d) Did s.he apply for the grant of a motor clg ? i old lady
(¢) Was it refused and if so, why ¢
(f) Does she sublet parts of her houge ?

" '(g) What ate the conditions ati
, of thedescendants of t;et:;?lg(iln;o 2?6Dg:ﬁ1?t? forthe maintened®
(A) Will Government lay them on the Council tabie ?

- (+) Have Government consid i i
of the rise in the cost t:)r?li‘;:x:;e;mng fle gront in consideratie? '

[21sT Skp. 1928

' ":7-., e S
QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. - . " T
Trag HoNouraBLE MR. B. J. GLANCY :  The information is being collect.’ ﬁ

ed and will be furnished as soon as possible. £ B L AT
REMARKS CONTAINED IN A RECENT JUDGMENT OF THE Crier JUBTiO B aat |

ParNa Hige COURT REGARDING THE giviNng oF Fansk EvIDENCE..:

196. Tee HonouraBLE Mr. MAHENDRA PRASAD ‘(@) Hug
attention of the Government been drawn to & passage in the ro&eent adgdem
of the Chief Justice of the Patna High Court wherein he says “ Having regard.
to the habits of the people in this particular part of the world where the giving -
of false evidence, however deplorable it may be, is not considered an offence
which is fatal to a man’s reputation to say the least of it.” .

(b) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, do the Government propose
to take any action in the matter ? : \

Tar HoxouraBLE M. H. G. HAIG: (a) Yes.

(b) No. )

REMARKS MADE BY THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE PATNA Hicu COURT IN A .

CASE AGAINST BaBU JacaT Naravan Lar, MA, LL.B.,, M.LC.

127. Tee HonourasLe Mr. MAHENDRA PRASAD: (s) Has the“;t;»f}.
attention of the Government been drawn to the following remarks made hii. g
the Chief Justice of the Patna High Court against Babu Jagat Narayan Lkt
MA., LLB., MLC., and Secretary of the All-India Hindu Sehba, in i
judgment against him in the case under section 124-A. of the Indisn Peng

Code ?

i

() * The subject of the charge is a silly little article in an msxgmﬁo&nt ;
little paper written by a silly little noisy man.” L
() “..... ... and I have no doubt myself from the tone of the article. -
that that was the intention of this foolish writer.” . - .
(b) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, did the Government pr¢
to take any action in the matter ?

Tae HonouraBLE Mr. H. G. HAIG: (a) Yes,

(6) No. , ,
RAISING OF THE PLATFORM AT MIDNAPORE ON THE BENGAL-
NAGPUR RAILWAY, ETOC. ' )
198. Tt Honourasre Me. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : (o) Will the
Honourable Member in charge of the Railway Department be pleased to stabe.
whiat action, if any, has been taken to raise the railway platform at Midnapord:
D AR by P

o
Ja

on the Bengal Nagpur Railway in Bengal ? . :

(b) Will he be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken to
provide two intermediate class waiting rooms for gentlemen and-ladies at
Midnapore station on the Bengal Nagpur Railway in Bengal 1

(¢) Will he also be pleased tostate what steps, if any, havebeen taken: to
construct sheds over the platforms at Midnapore and Kharagpur on the Bengal
Nagpur Railway in Bengal ¢ o T e

Tue HoNouraBLE Stz GEOFFREY CORBETT : (a) From the érqcee&v
ings of the meeting of the Bengal Nagpur Railway Advisory Committee, the

A2
<9
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(}o‘;reu.;mentt ‘leu:n that the question of raising the platform at Midnapore i3
under investigation, and an estimate of cost has alreadv been called for

E Advi(:gr;'r éii’nfi,?tiﬁiiii Z‘L’Z‘XZ" I;mceedi“gs of another meeting of the local
class waiting room at Midnapor: n was proposing to provide one intermediate

~ (¢) At the third meeting of the local Advisory Commi
. ; § ttee, the Agent ex-
gllfdmtﬁ, :11;:)1; l:h‘;f;)gg scoo:that leasig 4 latkl(;s t{) cover Zhe platforms’ ::‘ (K}?:;z::p(:;,
his rea e could not deal with the matter immediately, but
%?1 Z‘;}Ilclfx:::; I;Itenllw mlnlt)l and take up the work piecemeal when funds permitted.
dastion name bee ember will see that al} the three matters mentioned in his
Juestion have o ;1 very properly the subject of discussion in the local Advisory
o , . .venture. to suggest t_ha',t; the question of providing small
f cilities or amemtlgs of this kind at individual stations might very well be
left to Local Committees, ght very well be

QrricE HOUuRs IN THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA SECRETARIAT AND ATTACHED
OFFICES.

~'¢ 199, T Howourasre Mr. MAHMOOD §

: : . UHRAWARDY : Will tl
ilonour:b}lle the Home Member be pleased to state what are the acttial w:)rkinl;
G&\u‘s of t de Gltl)vemment of India offices (including attached and subordinate

ces) and what amount of overtime pay, if any, clerks, duftarics and peons
. get if they are required to work after ti.e usual office hours ? ) .

Tae HonouraBrLE Mr. H. G. HAIG

. ImE E . H. G. : The question of oftice hours i8

wgmﬁhhmlt's’ (t)}llle Gf‘ror each Department to decide for itself, but gf‘llt‘m‘llv the

L :a 0‘:;1:5 mf ]: overnment of India offices are from 10-30 .M. to 4-30 P.M.
mbers of the office staff are wholetime Government servants no reniunera-

-, tion is paid to them if they h . ,
the pull))lic service, y have to work extra hours owing to the dxigencies of

LOCATIONOIN A SEBARATE BuiLpinG oF THE WIRELESS BrANCH OF THE OFFICE
F THE IRECTOR GENERAL OF POSTS AND TELE(!RAPHS

130. Tae HowouraBie Mr. MAHMOOD §

. R. UHRAWARDY : Is tl

vgiu-ek;ss I?mno}'\npart of the Director General, Posts and Telegrz};)hs‘lqcan:;
office so, wil t}xe G?vernment be pleased to state why that Branch is located

. in @ separate building since the date of its formation ? l

TaE HONOURABLE MR.A. G.CLOW : The Wi

B ; -A.G. : Wireless B i

Director Gegeral 8 o'fﬁ(?en. It i8 located in a separate b?idi;;nggcfuz p;fitﬂ‘(i)fig:li
a,ccom_modatlon for it 1s not available in the same building as th inde £
the Director General’s office. § 2 the remainder ©

- PosITiON OF DIRECTOR GENERAL, Posts & TELEGRAPHS' OFFICE

131. Tee Howxourasre Mr. MAHMOOD SUHR : i
-Honoum:;le Member in charge of the Industries and Iitvl:r:u? ]I))fﬁartxgxllttll::
ple hs?t%t&l what is the present position of the Director General, Posts and
: egra}) Office. i.c., whether it is Subordinate, Attached or Secretariat
: proper ¢ If it is one of the three classes mentioned above whether the rates of

oy of the clerical staff are fixed accordingly ? If not, why not % o

frss

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. e

Tae HonouraBLE MR. A. G. CLOW : . The Hongtrable Mémber’s attew- -
tion is invited to the reply given on the 19th March 1928, in the Legislative
Assembly, in response to the same question which was asked by Mr. Anwar-ul-
Azim. L o ‘
LOCATION IN SIMLA DURING THE WinTER MoNTHS OF THE WIRELESS BRANGH OF

rHE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF Posts AND TELEGRAPHS. ,, .

132. Tue HonourabLE Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : (a) Will the
Honourable Member in charge of the Industries and Labour Department be
pleased to state whether the Wireless Branch is part of the Director General,
Posts and Telegraphs’ Office in all respects If so, what is the reason or reasons

“for leaving that Branch in Simla during the winter months ¢

(b) Will he be pleased to state the actual expenditure involved up o

March 1928 by locating the Wireless Branch in Simla during winter months #

Tue HoNouraBLE Mk. A, G. CLOW : (a) The Wireless Branch is a part
of the Director-General’s Office in all respects. It has been retained in Simla
during the winter months since its formation for reasons of administrative and
executive donvenience.

(h) The actual expenditure involved (under winter allowances) is Rs. 9,200.
[f the Wircless Branch had migrated to Delhi every season an expenditure of
approximately Ks. 18,700 would have been incurred in travelling allowances:
therefore a saving of Rs. 9,500 has been effected up to March 1928 by locating
the Wireless Branch in Simla during the winter months, ©A
RerusaL To GRANT To 17 CLERKS OF THE NON-MIGRATORY PORTION OF TRE

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS OF THE

CONCESSIONS GRANTED IN CONNECTION WITH THE TRANSFER OF THE HEAD-

QUARTERS FROM CALCUTTA TO DeLHI. .

133. Tue HoxouraBLE Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : (o) Isita
fact that 17 clerks of the non-migratory portion of the Director General, Posts
and Telegraphs’ Office, have been deprived of the concessions granted in connec:
tion with the transfer of the headquarters from Calcutta to Delhi on the
ground that thev were recruited for service in Simla/Delhi only, i.e., in the
migratory portion of the Director General’s Office 2 Ifso, will the Honourabl=
Member in charge of the Industries and Labour Department be pleased to
state what alternative concessions have been granted to these clerks and why
they are not attached to the migratory portion of the said office ?

(b) 1s it a fact that most of the 17 affected clerks are non-Bengalis %

Tar HoxourasLE MR, A G.CLOW : (a) No. The Honourable Member’s
attention is invited to the reply given by the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath
Mitra to starred question No. 489 in the Legislative Assembly on the 19th
March last. Actually the concessions referred to were not granted to 19 clerks
the majority of whom formed part of that portion of the Director-General'’s
office staff which migrates between Simla and Delhi, the others being stationed
at Simla. As these clerks were unaffected by the transfer of the Director
General’s main office from Calcutta to Delhi they have no reasonable: claim to
any concession in connection with that change. .

(b) The majority of the olerks concerned were not Bengalis.
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Numse® or Mu
SLIM AND NoN-MuSLIM GAzETTED ENGINEERS, PROVINCE BY

Province.

134,
GovernmeszbeH(l);(;U; :BLE Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : Wil the
pleased to state the number of Muslim and non-Muslim cazetted

engineers, province b i ; .
case ? y province, with their percentage to the total in each

Tre HoNoURrABLE MR. A. G. CLOW: The

in the statement which I lay on the table mformation required ix given

Statement showing th .
g the number of Muslim and Non-Muslim gazetted engineers, province by

province, with their percentage to the total in each case.

Gazetted Engineers,
Province. — |PercentageiPercentage
of of Non-
Muslima Non. Total Muslims, | Muslims.
Muslims.
Madras N .
- . .. 1 148 149 067 99-33
mbay
N 8 262 270 206 0704
Bengal .. .
o - . 1 98 90 1-0t 98- 99
galt vinces .. ‘e » :
o X 16 183 199 8:04 91-98
PnnButmn . . 27 287 314 860 9140
1 152 153
: 065 99-35
r | 99+
vBﬂm‘ and Orissa .. 5 57 62 806 0194
Qentral Provi
- inces .. .. 4 92 26 4-17 0583
m . .. ..
2 34 30 556 04-44

. The above figures do not include temporary engineers
Evrersiity or Panoir Up )
HO Rawy, Sus-
Deparryent, DELHI, » SUB-DIVISIONAL Orric
TIVE ENGINEER.

ER, Punric WORKS
: FOR THE RANK OF ASSISTANT ENG!NEP::{}::;( F\(;?‘U
185, T

e HoNouraBLE Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : (q) Is it &

Divisional O i
demporary Upper Subordinates sional Officer, is at the top of the list of
‘of pay and service ? ates, Delhi Public Works Department, in respect

, ib)) Is he & Roorkee hand (Overseer class ) ?
+ {¢) Is he eligible f . '
Bngineer ? gible for the post of Assistant Engineer or Executive

Tre HoNouraBLE Mr. A. G. CLOW: (a) and (b) Ye
8,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. .

(¢) Assistant Engineer is a rank confined to officers borné on the cadres of -
provincial services in Governors’ provinces, and Executive Engineer is a rank
confined to the Indian Service of Engineers. As the officer in question does not
belong to any of the services mentioned, he is not eligible for either rank.

CRACKS IN THE NEW SECRETARIAT AND OTHER BuiLpings 1N NEw DeLar.

136. Trg HonouraBrE Mr. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY : (a) Is it
a fact that all jack arches of buildings in New Delhi leak in the rains and soffits
get wet *?

(b) Isit a fact that cracks occurred in the New Secretariat and many othet
buildings in New Delhi ? A

(c) Is it a fact that ceiling plaster is continually falling from the roofs in
the Bodyguard Lines, etc., in New Delhi ? :

(d) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons for the cracks
in the newly built edifices, leaking of roofs and falling of ceiling plaster ¥

Tue HoNouraBr Mr. A. G. CLOW: (a) No. '

(b) Cracks occurred in'the New Secretariat and certain other large buildings.

{¢) No.
(d) 1 understand that in very large buildings, particularly where they do
not rest on uniform foundations, cracks are inevitable.

PaYMENT oF CoNTRACTORS' BiLLs BY THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,
DELHL "’

127. Tag HoNouraBLE MR. MAHMOOD SUHRAWARDY: (i) Is it &
fact that contractor’s bills are prepared and paid according to entries made
in the Measurement Books in the Delhi Public Works Department ? '

(6) Are the Delhi Public Works Department Measurement Books

" recorded according to rules and works measured according to specification }

Tae HoNouraBLE MR. A. G. CLOW: (i) and (s3) The practice is a8
stated by the Honourable Member. ‘ _
GranT OF CONVEYANCE ArLLowANCE TO CLERKS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF InDiA

NOT PROVIDED WITH QUARTERS IN New DELHI.

138. Tre HoNoURABLE MR. MAHENDRA PRASAD: (4) Will Govern-
ment be pleased to say whether the Roshanara Gardens, Safdarjang, -
Nizamuddin and Delhi Shahdara are within the Notified Area for the pur-
posés of granting conveyance allowance to the clerks of the Governmend

of India ¢
(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will Government be pleased t0
define the areas included in the Notified Area ? ‘-
(¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether conveyance allowance
is granted only to clerks living in the Notified Area or to those also who
live at a distance greater than the Notified Area ? 1

(d) Have Government fixed any limit of mileage for the purposes of

granting conveyance allowance for those who are not provided with Govern-
ment quarters and who live bn any side of New Delhi except the Notified

Area ? If not, why not?
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Tae HoNourasLE Mr. H. G. HAIG (a) No.

() The Honourable Member js referred to

Chief C issi i
on Pag:Iln;;llsfSlgl;e:,I]I)elfhl, dated the 16th January 1913, which was published
rt 11 of the Gazette of India, dated the 18th January 1913.

c .
(¢} The allowance is granted only to those living in the Notified Area.

(d) No. The whole £ ‘
ances will be re-exami;e?du.%tmn of the

Tue H y “AN
mentary qu(;gt(i)gx?AIS;PE MR..I\ARAX‘ AN PRASAD ASHTHANA: A sll[)})le’
» ™ir. - Will the Government be pleased to state the reason

why conveya i
y yance allowance is allowed only to clerks living in the Notified Area

and not to thOS(‘ “}10 li ' ’
W ve far off ? at 1 i isti i .
) 1ve fﬂ.l OTt ¢ \\ ]l(ltr N t}h(‘ reason \\'h‘\' ”H.\‘ (’I.\'tlll('“()n 18

the Notification issued by the

Justification of these convevance allow-

TrE HoNouraBLE Mr. H. G, HALG

m 0. . : 141
from the time when the The reason, Sir, is historieal arising

Yovap R 3 1 1 i
certain clerks were livi (m\f rument of India offices were in Old Delhi and
i illogjcal] andth 1‘\”11111;1 out‘lm Raisina. Bnt the whole position seems some-

> Wil now be re-examined, ot iy T
8 Ni OF necessarty ) ' rposé
of extending these allowances, ‘ vy for e pn

TeE HoNoURABLE Mr. NARAYAN PRASAD ASHTHANA

Government he ple . Will the

T ased to state when it js intended to vevise the scheme ?
HE HoNouraBLE MR, H. G, HATG
GRANT OF CONVEVANCE ALLowaxeg

INDIA NOT PROVIDED WITH

As soon as possible, Sir,

1(3» Crerks oF PHE GoveERNMENT OF

UARTERS IN NEw DeLbi

139, v : :

t0 the Hogig)(l?&;ltﬁ};l;: l\ﬁt. MA}‘{EI\DRA 1’1§ASA1.) : (a) With reference

question in the Lgiupst z‘ : ember’s mpl;\' to Sir Hari Singh Gour's starre

26th Mareh 1990 will‘(:‘, Yssembl_\- No. 535, parts (¢) and (d), dated the

Buitability (’)f‘acc(’)mmod t?\ ern.ment he p!ensed. to say whether distance oF

allowanco, tn i fxmn is the consideration for granting conveyance
ose clerks of the Government of India who are not pro-

uarters in I\‘( W l)@“ll an ‘ l \Y ¢ 11( ()”l(
a nave t() ﬂ,tt n ]

6 If » . . .
why (is) by vgﬁf]?;ll?ffm the consl‘dc'-ratlon for granting convevance allowance,
a0 grania o royn.clerks living near or about the Roshanarn Gardens,
those living near the Swiss Hotel (Alipore Road) ¢
~(0) Do Government. propose .
such allowance may be granted ?
THe HoNourasLe Mr. H. G. HAIG .

Honourable Member t . (a), (,(’) and (¢) I refer the
No. 138 mber to the answer which 1 have Just given to his question

to tix some limit of distance hevond »\;hich

HINDU LAW OF INHERITANCE (AMENDMENT) BILL.
. PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT OF THE SELECT CoMMITTEE.

Ve, Tn
-an): SlnggN?)mzLE St SA RAN NAIR (Madras : Non-Muhammad-
’ g to present the Report of the Select Committee on the Bil’

HINDU LAW OF INHERITANCE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 197

to alter the order in which certain heirs of a deceased Hindu dying intestate are’
entitled to succeed to his estate, with the Bill as amended.

I also beg to move, Sir, that you may be pleased to suspend the rule that
seven days must elapse before the Bill is taken into consideration under Stand-
ing Order 43, Appendix IIT to the Manual of Business, page 98.

Tag HonoUuraBLE Mk. V. RAMADAS PANTULU (Madras : Non-Mu-
hammadan): Ialsosupport the request of my Honourable friend, Sir Sankaran
Nair. '

Tue HoxouraBLE THE PRESIDENT : With regard to the Honourable
Member’s application that I should suspend the Standing Orders and enable
the Bill to be taken into consideration, I would point out to him that, so far as
1 am aware, the Governor General has not allotted any further day in this
Session for non-official business. :

Tur HonourabLk Stk SANKARAN NAIR: It was my intention, Sir,
to apply to the Honourable the Leader of the House to allot a day, as early as
possible, for the consideration of this matter as there is no non-official day. I
thought I could make that application after vou agreed to suspend the Stand-
ing Orders.

Tue HovourasLe Kuay Bamapur Sir MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH
(Leader of the House) : Sir, Government are not at present in a position to
place any further business before the Council. They are, however, anxious
that two Bills, which are still outstanding in another place, should be passed
into law during the course of the present Session, and it may be hoped that
one, if not both, of these Bills will be passed elsewhere in time to admit of the
laying thereof in this Council on Wednesday next. Government will be happy
to give time for the Honourable Sir Sankaran Nair’s Bill on that or any other
official day.

Tae HoxovrapLe THE PRESIDENT :  The Bill in regard to which the
Honourable Sir Sankaran Nair has made an application is one which T know
is regarded as of great importance by a considerable section of the House.
From that point of view. I should certainly be reluctant to shorten the statutory
period of seven days toany considerable extent. On the other hand, the Bill has
been in Honourable Member’s hands now for some time ; it is of no considerable
length ; and I think T may say that the amendments made in Select Committee
can hardly be described either as drastic or as numerous. In view of these facts,
I propose to fix a meeting for Wednesday next, the 26th of September. There
is a further matter of convenience in that date, in that I gather from what the
Leader of the House has just stated that before that date there will be no further
Government business to put before the Council, and should T fix an earlier day
for the consideration of Sir Hari Singh Gour’s Bill, I should have to fix a sub-
sequent date on which I gather there would be no business for the Council to
dispose of, except possibly the laying of a few Bills passed in the other place on
the table of the House. I shall therefore fix a meeting for Wednesday, the
96th instant, on which day it is open to Government to put down the Honour-
able Sir Sankaran Nair’s motion.



to-day after the dis
al80 received the }

ELECTIONS TO THE PANEL
FOR THE STANDING C . FOR
THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCI%.O MMITTEE ¥

Tre HoNoura N N
which members of flf:: Q'l;HE dl.)Rh:‘SIDI‘{NT : Nominations to the panel from
Standing Committee for the Department of (‘ommerce

have to be nomin
. ated closed ’ : . _ X
tions have been receiVeds;e at 11 o’clock this morning. The following nomins-

The Honourable Sir Phiroze SRethna

The Honourable Sir Arthur Froom ’

The Honourable Sir George Godfre’y,

The Honourable Rai Bahadur Lala Ram Saran Das

The Honourable Mr. G. 8. Khaparde, and ;
The Honourable Sardar Bahadur Shivdey Singh Uberoi,

As the inati
number of nominations coincides with the

R C wnegneles
for.the panel, T declare those number of  vacanctt

six Honourable Members duly elected,

EL .
ECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE ON THE

CENTRAL CO )
COMMISSION_MMITTEL TO SIT WITH THE INDIAN STATUTORY

Tae H e .
received by :}ﬂ:?ﬁ:;]‘;\igm&f?P‘SIIDENT : Honourable Members will have
informing them that the’ 1 tf““uw vesterday by the Secretarv of thn(‘ounCl‘
Central Committee to sit with the | of three members of this Counesf on the
ee to sit with the Indian Statutory Commission will take place
posal of the legislative business on the paper. They will have

ist o
f Honourable Members who had been nominated up t0
yesterday. They were:

The Honourable Sardar Charanjit Singh,

The Honourable Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy

The Honourable Mr. P. C, Desika Chari B

The Honourable Mr. G. §. Khaparde, )

The Honourable Sir Sankaran Nair,

The Honourable Sir Arthur Froom,

The Honourable Mr. Mahmood Suhrawardy,

The Honourable Prince A. M. M. Akram Hu‘ssain Bahadur
The Honourable Sir Haroon Jaffer, '
The Honourable Sardar Bahadur Shivdey Singh Uberoi
The Honourable Raja Nawab Ali Khan, and ’
The Honourable Major Nawab Mahomed Akbar Khan

‘Thavetoi
inform the House that two Honourable Members have withdrawn their

B i, Foroable s Mafrd Sty ad U
'10 Honourable Members standing for ﬂ:: g;:'i‘(;n That for the present leaves

( 198 )

the hour of noon

FLECTION OF MEMBERS TO SIT WITH TEE INDIAN STATUTORY COMMISSION. I

Tee HoNouraBre Si2 MANECKJI DADABHOY  (Central Prov-
inces : Nominated Non-Official): I am very grateful to my Honourable
colleagues for nominating me for election on the Central Committee, but I
have decided to withdraw from the contest for certain reasons. I have also
communicated my decision early yesterday morning to the Home Department.
My reasons are simple and easily intelligible. It is going to be a very important
Committee, and 1 am of opinion that the two large communities in India,
the Hindus and the Muhammadans, ought to receive the fullest representa-
tion on this Committee. I am also of opinion that there are very large, varied
and comprehensive European interests and there ought to be at least one
Member representing European commerce and trade in this country on the
Committee. My community, the Parsi community, is & very small one and is
proverbially loyal, and their co-operation with Government in all right direc-
tions is & matter of common knowledge and experience. I apprehend I may
perhaps come in the way of Muhammadan representation, and, in order to avoid
that contingency, I have decided to withdraw from this contest. This action
of mine is also in accordance with the wishes of the Simon Commission that the
composition of the Committee should be, as far as possible, representative of
Brtisih India as a whole. ‘

Tre Hovovranre Prixce A. M. M. AKRAM HUSSAIN BAHADUR
(Bengal : Nominated Non-Official) :  Sir, L also for certain reasons into which
I do not wish to go desire to withdraw my name as & candidate for this Com-
mittee,

INDIAN TRADE UNIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL.

Tz HoNoUrABLE Mr. A. G. CLOW (Industries and Labour Secre-
tary): Sir, I move that the Bill to amend the Indian Trade Unions Act,
1926, for a certain purpose, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, be taken

into consideration.

The Bill proposes to alter only one section of the Indian Trade Unions Act.
That is section 11 which relates to appeals from the orders of the Registrar.
At present if the Registrar’s office is sitnated within the jurisdiction of one
Judge who has been authorised to hear appeals and the head office of the Trade
Union is situated within the jurisdiction of another such Judge, it is doubtful
to which Judge the appeal lies. The new section will make it clear that the
competent Court is that of the Judge for the area within which the head office

of the Trade Union is gituated.

The second purpose of the Bill is to clarify the law in respect of appeal8®
within the Presidency-towns and Rangoon. _The appeal lies at present to &
Judge of the priricipal Civil Court of original jurisdiction and there is a second
appesl to the High Court. But the principal Civil Court of original jurisdic-
tion in these areas is the High Court, and it was not intended that in these areas
there should be two appeals. The new section will make it clear that there is

only one appeal in such areas and that that lies to the High Court.
The motion was adopted.
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Clause 2 was added to the Bill.
Clause 1 was added to the Bill.
The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill.

TrE HoNOURABLE Mr. A. . CLOW : Sir, I mov '
NOU s M. A. (. C . Sir, s that the Bill, ax passed
by the Legislative Assembly, be passed. v that the Bill e pse

The motion was adopted.

INDIAN INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL.

I Tue H()N()UR{\BLE Mr. K. BURDON (Finance  Secretary): Sir,
, m(;tve. that the Bill further to amend the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, for

a gertain purpose, as passed by the Legistative Assembly, be taken into con-
sideration, .

I The purpose of this small Bill is extvemely simple,  Seetion d (3) of  the
Gl':)c‘?;i};ftafxtAqt. 1922, l‘(‘llllll!.‘t's-ﬂn‘ 4‘1'(»\'1‘1'11111\-11!, 'nf Indix to consult the Local
overnment concerned before it mukes an appointment to a particnlar Com-
missionership of Income-tax. Thix provision was never intended to be per-
manent. It was adopted merelv for the purpose of smoothing the initial
:?Jages of the process of the Governm nt of India's taking over t,h:;uhninistvrn-
ion of th( ln('()‘m(‘-mx Act.  The taking over by the Government of India of
the administration of the Act is now far advanced, and accordingly it is pro-
posefl to create an all-India cadre of Commissioners of Income-tax and to
abolish the provision to which I referred at the commencement of these  re-
marks. The proposal has received the assent of all the Local Governments,
except one. That particular Local Government, in reply to a reference ma de
to all.Local Governments on the subject, said that it would retain the oxisting
Practice under which the Local Government is consulted by the (}()\'(‘I:Illllt‘llt
f’f India before any officer is posted as Income-tax Commissioner to a prov-
ince. Hitherto, they went on to sav, the Income-tax  Commissioner
has a}ways_ beep a member of the Indian Civil Serviee of this province and has
gnéalned_llnhﬁa!rly close t()u("h with the Local Government, and the C‘n\’(‘rnﬂl'
proviace, who weuld aaturally b ftbing i ol Tnmaioi ol ot
AT .. ) o wal kK rleque perience
'n_ngl}t‘admmlster the Act without due T'vgurd to tl:::“l‘n;*(xlh( J-I'ldl"-‘\}'“ n Ill(t(‘;
the interests of the Province. W ey we

Tre HonourasLE SikR PHIROZE SETHNA
I i A VERw) VI R B bav: Non- H -
an) : May I ask which is that Provincial (Jovornmf‘n;n';I s NonMubamd

:&nc;ﬁ:ie}IONOURABLE Mr. E, BURD(‘)N : It 1s the Government of the Punjab.
t,hemgglv:: as a}.)lmatter of fact the '(xove:n}ment of the Punjab have found
Coaselv: unable to provide an Indian Civil Service officer to be Income-tax
mmisgioner of the Punjab, and 1 think therefore that their dissent on this
question may fox_" practical purposes be disregarded. I do not think that my
proposition requires any further remarks. 1 therefore move it |

The motion was adopted.

INDIAN INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL. 201

Clause 2 was added to the Bill.

Clause 1 was added to the Bill.

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill.

Tue HonouraBLE MR. E. BURDON : Sir, I move that the Bill, as passed
by the Legislative Assembly, be passed. '

The motion was adopted.

INDIAN SUCCESSION (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL.

Tue HonourasLe Mr. H. G. HAIG (Home Secretary) : Sir, I move that
the Bill further to amend the Indian Succession Act, 1925, for a certain purpose,

a8 Passed by the Legislative Assembly, be taken into consideration.

This is a small amending Bill arising out of a piece of legislation undertaken
in 1926. In that year, on the recommendation of the Civil Justice Committee,
the provisions of section 57 of the Indian Succession Act, whereby Hindus,
Buddhists, Sikhs and Jains were required to reduce their wills to writing
in certain areas only, were extended to all members of the communities. It
was not intended, however, at the time that the provisions relating to wills
other than reducing them to writing should be extended to members of these
communities outside the areas to which the full provisions apply. It was not
observed at the time that under section 213 of the Indian Succession Act it
was laid down that wills made by any Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh or Jain, whers.
such wills are of the class specified in section 57, would be governed by 'the’
requirement of probate or letters of administration. The object of this Bill.
is to withdraw that necessity and to state in section 213 that its provisions
should apply only to Hindus, Buddhists, Jains, etc., who are specified in sub-
section (1) of section 57.

Sir, I move.

The motion was adopted.

Clause 2 was added to the Bill.

Tug HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT : The question is :

“That clause 1 do stand part of the Bill.” : o

Tre HoNourasLE M. H. G. HAIG: Sir, I beg to move: _

«That in clause 1 for the brackets and word ‘ (Amendment)’ the brackets and words
¢ (Second Amendment)’ be substituted.”

This is & purely formal amendment. I was surprised at the last meeting
of the Council to observe my Honourable friend, Mr. N_arayan Prasad Ashthana,
rising to move an Indian Success'ion (Amgndment) Bill, and at first I suspect-
ed that he had purloined my Bill. I discovered afterwards that two Bills
of this nature were coming before the Counqll t}_ns Session ; apd the object of
this amendment is merely to differentiate this Bill from the Bill moved by my

Honourable friend, Mr. Ashthana.
Tee HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT : The original question was:
« That olause 1 do stand part of the Bill”

Since which an amendment has been moved —
“ That for the brackets and word (Amendment)’ the brackets and words  (Second

Amendment)" be substituted.”
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The question is that that amendment be made.
The motion was adopted.

Clause 1, as amended, was added to the Bill.
The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill.

Tue HonouraBLE Mr. H. (. HAIG :  Sir, I move that the Bill, as passed
by the Legislative Assembly, be passed.

Tuae HoNoURABLE MR. NARAYAN PRASAD ASHTHANA : ' As amend-
ed by this House.’

Tee HonouraBrLe Mr. H. G. HAIG:  Yes, Sir, as amended by this
House.
Tug HonouraBLE THE PRESIDENT : The question is :

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Suceession Act, 1925, for a cortain purp o8ty
as passed by the Legislative Assembly and amended by the Council of State, be l,,m.pd."

The motion was adopted.

INDIAN INSURANCE COMPANIES BILL,

Tae HoxourasLE Sik GEOFFREY CORBETT (Commerce Sccretary)
Sir, I move that the Bill further to amend the Indian Life Assurance Com-
panies Act, 1912, for certain purposes, and to provide for the collection of statis-
tical information in respect of insurance business other than life assurance
business, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, be taken into consideration.

This Bill, Sir, has two distinct objects. The first is to remove a defect
in the existing law. The point is rather complicated, but T will try to make it
as clear as possible to the House. The intention of the Indian Life Assurance
Act is that the~life fund should be absolutely the security of the life policy-
holders, and should not be applied, directly or indirectly, forany other pur-
poses than those of life assurance.. That, I think, is clear from section 6 of the
existing Life Assurance Act. Butit happens, Sir, that the law relating to the
liquidation of life companies assumes that the company will be insolvent,
and consequently the liability of the company to the policyholders is determined
by a procedure that does not take into account the possibility of a surplus
in the life fund. Hence it follows that if a solvent company were to go into
voluntary liquidation, this surplus would all pass into the hands' of the share-
holders, and the policyholders would be deprived of their legitimate share
in the surplus, which has been actually contributed by them and may legi-
timately be regarded as part of the real value of their policies.

Tae HonourasLe SRIJUT RAMA PROSAD MOOKERJEE: Has
there been any such case ?

Tae HonNouraBLE Sir GEOFFREY CORBETT: There has not yeb
been any such case. This is a prophylactic measure (Laughter). But if there
were such a case of a large and successful life company which had a large sur-
plus, it would come to a very big amount, and the temptation to the share-
holders might be very great to take what the law, as it now stands, undoubt-
éd1y allows them to take. And if this were to happen-—it has not h;ppened’
but if it were to happen, I think the Honourable Member will agree that it
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would be a very severe shock to public confidence in insurance ih India gene-
rally ; and therefore it is desirable to amend the law so as to remove, as early
as possible, all temptation from the shareholders of large and successful com-
panies. I think this defect in the law, as far as I am aware, was in th,- first
instance noticed by the Departmental Committee appointed by the Board
of Trade, under the chairmanship of Mr. Justice Clouson, which recently
examined the English Insurance Companies Act, on which the Indian Aet
is largely based : and the amendment which I now propose in this Bill follows
closely the wording of the amendment which the Clouson Committee recom-
mended.

Sir, that is the first object. The second object of the Bill is to provide
for the collection of statistical information in respect of all kinds of insurance
business. In this respect, the Bill does not apply only to life business, but
to all insurance business, I want to make that clear. The first object applies
only to life business, and the second to all. The Bill then, as stated in the
Statement of Objects and Reasons, requires every Insurance Company trans-
acting any class of insurance business in British India to submit annual state~
ments showing the details of its business both in and outside India. Well,
Sir, there has for some years been a demand for this information, and in the
opinion of the Government it is desirable that this information should be avail-
able for the use of the Government and of the public. The reasons for this
are three. In the first place, there is a special need for publicity in insurance
business. An Insurance Company, as actually defined in this Bill, means
“ any person who transacts in British India the business of effecting conttacts
of insurance against any risk . But, 8ir, the risk 1s not all on one side. There
is also the risk to the person insured that the company might not be able to
pay his claim if and when it arises. And so it is necessary in order to inspire
public confidence in insurance, and consequently it is necessary in the true
interests of Insurance Companies themselves, that their financial position
should be published in as clear a form as possible.

That is the first reason for requiring these statistics. The second reason
is the social and economic interest in insurance generally. The growth of
the insurance habit is of great importance in the social and economic life of
the country, and I think the Government and the public should be in a position
to watch its growth and to know its extent. This is the reason why it is of
special importance that the companies operating in India, whether Indian
or non-Indian companies, should staté separately their business in India
and outside India.

The third reason for requiring these statistics is to provide data for any
future legislation that may be undertaken to regulateinsurance business, There
is a general, and 1 think & quite proper, demand that our law relating to insur-
ance should be revised and ‘brought up-to-date. This is being done now in
England ; and the English Act, which, as I have said, is the parent of the Indian
Act, has been scrutinised by an expert Committee presided over, as I have said,
by Mr. Justice Clouson, and & Bill was drafted by them and is likely to be
considered by the British Parliament at an early date. I should like to say
that the Government is definitely of the opinion that we ought not to under-

.take any general comprehensive revision of our Insurance Act until the English

-
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Act has been revised. It is very desirable that insurance law, subject to local
conmdgratlons, should be kept as far as possible on the same basis ir{ di/ﬁer ot
countries, because Insurance Companies operate in many different count’r';s-
and particularly iq the matter of statistics it is desirable that there sl' l l{
be common an(.i uniform forms. But when the time comes for the afﬁl 11 o (t
of our law, it will be of great value for us to have before us the sta tii;ticq ft/)m. nlu?;‘ll
the present Bill provides. At present when we are dealing withkili\'ru\: N »:.
Problems, when we are considering what measure of control ov; . inlﬂura;m.(;
business may or may not be required, we are to a large extent workin " 1 :l‘(_e,
dark. We really are not in a position to consider legislation to rvgulut- l'“q‘ -
ance until we know the requirements. We cannot know the requi “"-‘lll‘-
antil we know the facts. This Bill is designed to give us the facts quirements

Sir, I move.

Tre HoNOURABLE Stk PHIROZE SETHNA (Bombav: Non-M
hammadan) L Sir, the commercial community in this country ‘.niul 'x(m-‘ tl!<
cular the Indian section of it, will greatly welcome this Bill, il sﬁv nl 11 ; m,rul-
the 'Indmn section of the commercial community for the ren‘qdn t‘lwfs HI}:
Indian .Merchants’ Chamber of Bombay have now for some ve;’;rq ,’": I f; }(,
req uesting .Gover.nment not only to amend the existing [usurance ‘I\J-taﬂk, ! (,"
as .the .Indym Life Assurance Companies Act of 1912, but :LIS()’f(; .{ e
legl §latlon n regqrd bpth to Indian and non-lndian cor‘npanies doin ruill\\(“orm]\-‘«z
business of any kind in this country, As the Honourable Sir (}(~<){T$‘w l(:lrf:.m A
has told the House, Covernment recognise the value of this reoonm‘\’en lm ot
but they are not yet able to accede to the request in full. The B'll{ n't]ru_m,
we are considering to-day deals only with two matters referred to by ti =IH which
able t}}e Commerce Secretary. Sir, if there isdelay on the part ()f)( : “,, onows
th'ete is perhaps reason for it as was explained by Sir Geoffrey "(1)‘; *hrmnle'nf,
Life Assur‘ance Companies Act of 1912 is based on the Engliél.l A -;( e
he also pointed out, faults were found in the English Act with‘thA (--: ‘lmd o
the Board of .Tr_ade appointed a Departmontsﬁ Committee kli():\f;u-t' thIM
Clouson Commlssaon. The report of that Committee was m’ud(- ml»l"fs t;l(‘
a year ago. Till now, however, because of more pressing l,u,"m{.‘., l;').“.l\-‘.‘r
ment has not been able to consider the amendments ade by H);lt (;:‘ oo
gnd. conseqqently, the English Act has not vet been amended | lﬁ"-vlja.lx“?lftt'l‘v:
Ilfld;lancxl&ct is based on the_ E_ngllsh.Act, and beeause of the l‘(’(‘()mm(';l(;:ti()‘ll("
of the Clouson Committee it is possible that Parliament may introduce l \l
amendments in the:* English Act, it would not do to tinker with the N[‘ \‘1"!.4
Act from time to time and therefore it is proposed that we should ’w-"tm M'li
the English Act is amende.d. That, I take it, is the reason for the del; d'l u?-“
However, .there are two important matters which could not l;v i (Lg'
and that is why this Bill has been now introduced. The first Laneparec
points is }'eferred to in clause 3 of tke Bill, and the other relates éo the lbl:lle tt on
of data in regard_ to premiums, claims paid, etc,, which , ' cotlection
clauses 2, 7, 8 and 9 of the Bill. ’ are to be found in

Now, Sir, whilst this Bill deals with onl

. , Sir, : y these two matters, it

;»;111 h::i\ue tge general public that _Government; have now :al:: ‘;}tx?qp:;?:tii
, and that as soon as Parliament amends the English Act tlhey will
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introduce a further Bill dealing with all important matters relating 10t only to
life insurance but to every kind of insurance in this country, and Rarpicuiarly
as to the deposits to be paid both by Indian and non-Indian companies, and
also the investment by them of a portion of their reserves in Indian secufi-
ties as well as many other kindred matters. In this connection [ would Tiké
to point out that the name of the Indian Act, namely, the Indian Life Assgmnoé
Companies Act, 1912, because it will now deal not only with life mm@e
but other kinds of insurances, and also because it will deal not only with Indian
but also with non-Indian companies, is a misnomer, and I hope, thereforg,
that when Government bring forward a further Bill to which I have referred,
they will consider by what new name to designate this Act in the future, = A§
1 have said, there are only two changes contemplated in the present Bill.
The first is in regard to a matter which, as the Honourable Sir (reofirey '0brbett
explained, is somewhat difficult and complicated. In short, it is to “prevent
shareholders of a prosperous Indian Life Insurance Company to voluntarily
wind it up and thereby secure to themselves, namely, the ghareholdexg, :very
large gains by taking away the greater portion of the surplus .and ok
giving it to the policyholders from whose moneys such surpluses have been
built up. My Honourable friend Mr. Rama Prosad Mookerjee inguired
whether there has been such a casc. May I inform him that thore was very.
nearly going to be such a case only a few months ago ?  And if that had: bag~
pened as was likely in the case of this very prosperous Indian Life Assyrance
‘Company, the result would have been that the shareholders woild have walked
.away with 60 times or more of the par value of the shares of that company,
It is therefore but right that Government should intervene and ‘ifibroduce
such a section as Section 26A as proposed in the Bill whereby the sharéghotdely
will be prevented from walking away with the butk of the sarplus ‘;’Eoitrhféii-
own benefit and to the detriment of the policyholders. ‘ o hee
The savings of the middle class of every progressive countr,y'am ’
very largely invested in life insurance policies, and ‘I am gl‘adk to say
the same is becoming the case in India as well. It .is therefore the
howynden duty of Government to see that the moneys of tl}esggpqlvicig
‘holders are well secured. I quite realise that 1n th/e: .beg}nl;%ng th - tihy
history of any Life Insurance Company, & share capital is necessgry ap
security to the policyholders. But once what we may call the_: danger
zone has been passed, which generally is after ‘about 20 years, Or 84,
then there is no more necessity for that share capital. In fgct, that share
capital is but a small fraction of what funds the company by the time has.
the shareholders have taken a certgin amougb }Q‘f

sccumulated. I admit ' ,
risk in the earlier years for which they require to be adequately QQID‘P%???%Q@-

ot T also believe that once such aconcern is in & very prosperous condifion.
gn,w not fair that the shareholders should profit beyond reason a.nd'peyqn}d
all reasonable proportion. I would suggest to Governmen_t the 009%}!}15?{@&911
of g point that I am making, namely, whether in the case of companies we
‘estgblished and prosperous 2s, for example, the one which was likély to be
voluntarily wound up recently, Government would assume powers to“e‘nQBlg
them for the benefit of the shareholders to x}lutuahse such a lfe cotipady
not af course without a,dequately recompensing the shareholders 'Whoe $odk

the misk in the earlier years. This is merely a suggestion for Grovérhment: 60
. Conh

" oonsider when they introduce the fuller Biil hereafter,

Mes08
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_ As regards the recommendations regarding the furnishing of figures which
have beep made, the primary object of asking for these details is ?u ascertall
whether insurance business in India is on the increase or not. and secondly,
whqther the business of Indian Iusurance Companies is also ()Iyl the increase or
not. S.uch.sta:tistics are required first under clause 2 of the Bill which deals
oz.ﬂy with life insurance business. Now, I may explain to the House that every
Life Insurance Company fixesa retention for itself,  Supposing an Honourable
Member proposes to a company for a policy of say Rx. 60,000 Supposing
that .company‘haﬂ fixed its own retention at only R, 5()()()(; th;'n it follows
that it will reinsure the excess of Rs. 10,000 with another nf%i( o ;n‘ oflices,

~ In the case_ of life insurance policies, however, the percentage of its re-18-
surances to its entire business is comparatively very small and consequently
I have. no suggestion to make in regard to clause 2,

N :Ihe case, howevgr, is different in regard to clause 8 where statistics are
at?un'ed of the premium income received and the claims paid by companies
d oing other t!mn !1fe insurance business. As Honourable Members are aware
fg-inm;&‘anc(ﬁ in F:ire and Marine business is very large particularly in the
case of smaller and younger companies. Now cl 3 i t

_ 0 - . clause 8 (2) re $ a statement
showing : (?) requires a statem

¢ In respect of premium inc ich credit i :

o e erhend o busincss oot i Topia s (10 Tovene o
The amount shown in the revenue account will be the net retention and
tizgqseqnently the purpose for Yvhlch these figures are wanted will not be served.
[ cen bfast explain my meaning by an illustration. Suppose there are two
companies A and B, A being an old established company and B a younge?
concern. :Say ‘for e:gample the annual premium income of both (ompanies
ﬁ ang]? lsbalzhke, viz., Rs. one lakh per annum. Now the nlydor company
othw:r h:]fa v:it? r:&tam more, say, half the business and re-insure the

her ha , say, companies not in India. Therefore this Com-
rany in 11:;3 retﬁl_rr}lls.wﬂl show a premium income of Ras. 50,000. Now take
an(!ln e(lzlifies t:: rlect ai;s 2;naller1andfyoungor. Tt cannot retain as much a8
it e a,nies’;) {,'(;n)lr al.ourth and re-insures three-fourths agatt
Go; ernment w?ll e utside India. Therefore Company B in its returns to
oo ot B, 3 ok }:1 };)remmm income of only Rs. 25,000, The entire
‘but according to'clauseéS Iett‘;]een these two companies is on Indian husiness
of only Re. 50,000 anle( )2{ 1537 will subn_ut in their returns premium incomes
2 rooond of-t v ) ind Rs. 25,000, respectively, and Government will not have
B recore o e remaining premium income of Rs. 1,25,000 paid out as insurances
(‘g‘zn teeElel vtvczi companies to companies outside India. That was not what w88
Contemplated. What we want to know is the total amounts of premiums
on the Indian business. unts of P
i S AT v g e ot
! ! : _ ! and B would re-insure the balanc®
; eﬁozpﬁllﬂdin%\;tmde %H‘(ii_m. It is open to them, however, to re-insure, as
ek 1 non-indian companies in  India itself and this is invariub!y

Aone. .If they do so then such Indian or 1 i '
& | ; non-Indian companies working 1"
ndia in their returns must under clause 8 (1) show whal:; premiumé :iley
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have collected by way of re-insurance from companies A and B. This is.
satisfactory. . Companies A and B might have l‘f’--lll?ured .bqth in companies-
working in India and also in companies not working in India, and tthe latter
companies are not required to submi.t their rgturns in respect of ‘re-_msuf.;‘n_-qe
premiums they have received on Indian business. The object of thé Bifl in

consequence would be frustrated. The solution of this’ difficulty thetéfore
) , iiﬁisié

is so to alter clause 8 (1) that companies are required to show gross pre
obtained in India deducting only re-insurances effected in India. This vVi]l
bring in the premiums which are paid out by way of re-insurapce on Indian
business to companies not working in India and Government will: get figures
of the full premiums on the Indian business.

Similarly in clause 8 (2) companies are required to show separately the
amounts 6f claims paid to claimants (a) in India as also to claimants ‘(b) outside
India. This to my mind is not necessary. It will quite suffite-if the * claims
paid "’ were shown ~under one heading, whether claims paid on Indian
business were paid in India or paid outside India. ‘

"' Presumably Government are aware that the ** claims paid > will not be
the claims debited in the revenue account to which the statement will be
attached since in the case of Fire and Accident business (and in many instances,
Marine business also), the claims debited in the revenue accounts are
«claims paid and outstanding”, and not “claims paid”. It may be
preferable to adhere to “ claims paid ” as this will ensure that each company
submits similar figures. | )

I am glad the Select Committee have altered the words throughout the
Bill from © British India” to “ India”. They have certainly -done: so
because we require figures of premiums, claims, etc., of all Indian and nom-
Indian companies on the business done by them throughout the whole of
India. It is for this very reason that I contend that clause 8 (1) 88 drafted
in the Bill will not help to obtain full particulars as Government expect and a8
the commercial public desire. : .

I know the time has passed for me to give notice of amendments and
1 rust take the blame for it on myself ; but perhaps you, Sir, with the con-

currence of the Honourable the Commerce Secretary might be di?i"“d Hot
%o insist on the time limit. If therefore I am permitted to move such amend-

ments when the Bill is considered clause by clause I will do so. On the othér
bhand if the Honourable the Commerce Secretary thinks it is too late at this
stage to accept amendments, I shall certainly not oppose the consideration
of the Bill if an assurance is given by the Tonourable Sir Geofirey Corbett
that the points I have raised will be duly considered, and if there is substance
in them he will give effect to them by amendments preferably from himself
at the next Delhi Session of the Council. ' :

I would also like Sir Geofirey Corbett to assure the House if under the
definition of (‘ insurance company ’) as given in clause 6 (b) a person or firm
representing Lloyd’s in this country will be similarly required to furnish the
figures of his or their business.

f ‘Agé,ir},' there is one other means of carrying on insurance business and
purticularly life insurance business and that is by post. There is a certain

rétired member of the Indian Civil Service who writes a fair amount .of life
B2
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s i n i ol o 10 comapondon, s s e
R ‘ ¢ I will not be surprised that neither he the
com A . ; either he nor t
'weng::lyif]ﬁ ‘:,el‘);ﬁs%nts are paying any income-tax in this country, and
usiness that he writes in l}) lei't N getlf:ﬁm this Insurance agent figures of tHe
S Tadia. T j ndia and the premiums he' collee le
an, Indm, Perhaps the Honoural s he collects from peop
" oy le the C oo Qeore . !
us: on this point as well. e the Commerce Sceretary will enlighten
Tae HonouraBLE S1R GROFFREY CORBETT: Sir, | shall deal 88
7 glr)l[cﬂg' as possible v‘vith the points raised by the Honout-
to acknowlodge the courta Phiroze Sethua. I should first of all like
. bere. ‘with me e‘itec?iur y with which he  diseussed these mab
lm)taoe of, them Pa):rlierrt]ay’ and 1 am only sorry that I did not get
to consider Wheélxol- “ l?lﬂ I did, so that we might have beenina position
Bill came to this Hm:;ui m]l]d -mtmdl“’" an amendment elsewhere before the
§1 Lo se. Tu regard to the amendment of eluse 8, 1 think

12 NoON.

House wi ige X

lfii"(jzg SethI:;Esr(iﬁ()ilrlxl\?ﬁtt]l}ltl there is great force in the Honourable Sir
tie’ dmendinent Sh()ﬁ]d o s]m“l ;hf“ view e has taken.  The question whether

"% which re-insurance 'qr {:f()x‘}( not be made really depends upon the extent
" {ndia. As the H(;novu‘r:]l‘hli én(rt(i(’lhl‘:l(y: ::’mfmn.ips not operating in Britis}x
Which 1€ Te-Insurance . oot ‘¢ Bethni s aware, if the company with

Vi the e i vt i i i e

aifabt ‘ e e . rrevenue account of that company. If it 18

: Wlf::t czhr:;::libr:: OV;?; ::“g(} ()%“.ﬂ}'h“t’mt}&l amount of re-inlura)l’wn effected
‘smount woald be lo}s{ stg:}?f 3:‘1 mn{t ish India, then  quite recognise that this

Thattis a-question of fact whi o ‘ I-l'(ll to that extent the Bill would be defective-

into-at on early date. 1 am po will be most carefully considered and gor”
‘any hasty amendment in (.pr;mma!ly always a little nervous about making
cussion with all the ixxter(xstéomﬂrrl\er\(" ial law without full opportunity of dis-

| statistics we now propos A t('d'. Of course, 1t ix quite obvious that the
anly question s wﬁe(éﬁﬁr?tt:)v iTlolllv:'ct will not be altogether complete, and the

o0 Insurance Companies, I )u)u “"Orth while imposing additional obligations
theroughly examine his .ro ( ;l i .Hml(mruhlo Member that we wil

we will undertak $ proposals, qndnf we find the Bill is seriously defectives

ertake amending legislation at the earliest convenient uppurtlmity .

ENEER 12 8 1 1

: " he‘-‘m:;dedmmtl}(\; uthe; points raised by the Honourable Sir Phiroze
ioomvars Llogds, ol thgwlwﬁw_ther the definition of * Insurance Company )
e i toia tho hasincns of sy fete s any pernun who tramsll
riokes” e b 88 Mecting contracts of insurance against &
in:{sbuﬂlns::s’\}me it wnlll be a matter for the (ourts to docidpLsy(;:a:g“tl;::\savz
. o means, but 1 can assure the H ‘ ’
g ~ mean  the Honourable Member that the
womd)m;;;ig}:sfgﬂ}l&: t(iv igpll)i\to ttg\ents who transact business in India, and

] 1 ass cover notes ; and there i W

-gedingnily apply to Lloyds. The I ; and therefore 1 think it woul
T g, yds. 1. Honourable Member will correct me, '

Dol

: With regard to the dJistinguis
‘ listinguished member of m i i
. y servic ire who
fbnduce?wliﬁs:mnce busmess through the post, 1 feel t{mtb:}getgz‘ikumblle
Me,‘ mh. gree with me that we cannot take power to open letters which
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are suspected of dealing with insurance business, So I think we shall
have to let insurance by post go. We cannot get at that. I think I
have now covered all the points raised by the Honourable Sir Phiroze Sethna.

Tae HoNOURABLE THE PRESIDENT : The question i8:
“ That the Bill further to amend the Indian Life Assurance Companies Act, 1‘9_,12, for

certain purposes, and to provide for the collection of statistical information in respect of
ifsurance business other than life assurance business, 8s passed by Sl Legiudative

Absembly, be taken into consideration.

The motion was adopted.
Clauses 2, 3, 4 and 5 were added to the Bill.

Tur HonourasLE THE PRESIDENT : Part I1L

Tag Honourasie Sruur RAMA PROSAD MOOKERJEE
(West: Bengal : Non-Muhammadan) : In clause 12 we find that the time
mentioned within which an Insurance Company is to submit certain returns
from the commencement of this Act is one month and you will find in.sub-
olauses (d) and (¢) certain information is asked for from companies who may
not be originally registered in India but outside India. Is it possible for such
companies to give the information within one month from the commencement
of this Act? Was that point considered by the Government when this period
was fixed in the Bill? In other places [ find that opportunity is given to
Government to extend the time but no such thing is mentioned here. If a
company does not submit a return within one month, will the'y not be liable
to prosecution under this Bill? T

Tite HONOURABLE SIR GEOFFREY CORBETT : I think, Sir, all I can
say is that in the administration of the section we will allow a reasonable
latitude, and we certainly shall not prosecute a company which, having
regard to considerations of time and space, is unable to comply with the
requirements of the section within one month. . .

Clauses 6 to 20 were added to the Bill.

Clause 1 was added to the Bill.

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. . ’

Tae HoNOURABLE SIR GEOFFREY CORBEIT: I move that the
Bill, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, be passed.

The motion was adopted.

REPEALING AND AMENDING BILL.
Tre HoNOURABLE MR. S. R. DAS (Law Member) :  Sir I move that the
Bill to amend certain enactments and to repeal certain other enaetments, a8
passed by the Legislative Assembly, be taken into consideration,
This is the usual Amending and Repealing Bill. It object is to make a few
necessary amendments of a formal nature in certain enactments and to repeal
certain spent or useless matter in the Statute-book.

Sir, I move.
The motion was adopted.
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Clz_a.usfes 2, 3 and 4 were added to the Bill.

" Tae Honourasre Tiie PRESIDENT : The questionis :—

“ That the First Schedule be a Schedule to the Bill. ™
. Tue HoNoUrABLE SRUUT RAMA PROSAD MOOKERJEE (West
Bengal : Non-Muhammadun) : Sir, if yourefcr to the First Schedule, the last
but one item there, you will find that it is proposed to add the following sub-
section to section 98 of the Code of Civil Procedure @ -

“ nothing in this section shall be deemed to alter or othawise affcet any provision of the

letters patent of any High Court.”

~ Section 98 of the Civil Procedure Code, among other things, deals with
cases where there is a difference of opinion between two Judges of the High
Court. The Letters' Patent which allowed appeal from such difference of
opinion and also provided for appeal from the judgment of a single Judge has
recently been modified in January last.

 Inthe Statement of Objects and Reasons it is mentioned that ¢ the amend-
ment states in precise terms the fact, implicit in seetion 4 of the Code, that the
Letters Patent of the High Courts override the provisions of scetion 98 of the
Code.” Asregards section 4 of the Civil Procedure Code, that was explained by
the Judicial Committee sometime ago, and there it was mentioned that * any
gpecial form of procedure ”’ included Letters Patent that might be passed by

is Majesty in Council. Now if it be so that the Letters Patent here override
the provision of the Civil Procedure Code under section 4, as explained in that
case byith'e"Juﬂit_sia'l Committee, what is the necessity of putting in this addi-
tional sub-clause ? My further objection to the acceptance of the superiority of
the Lettérs Patent in an Act of the Legislature of this deseription is that the
Power which the Crown exercises under the Letters Patent in modifying any
part of the jurisdiction or any power of the High Court, is a derivative powe'r
which has been given to the Crown under section 106 (1) («) of the (fovernment
of India Act. It is not a power which is exercised under the prerogative of
the Crown. As that power has been limited by the Government of India Act,
it is open to the Indian Legislature to modify many of the sections including
sedtions’ 106, 108 (I), ete., relating to the High Courts in the Government of
India Act, and so modify the Letters Patent also. And because the Letters
Patent are issued by the Crown under those sections of the (fovermment of
India Act, I do not think it is vight in principle to incorporate in the Act itself
any provision which gives the Letters Patent o higher position than an Act
passed by the Indian Legislature. I mnay mention in this connection that there
was some difference between the provisions of section 98 and the Letters Patent
as it was in vogue before January last, but after the amendment in January
last there is very little difference between the provisions of the Civil Proce-
dure Code and the Letters Patent.  The Government may be apprehensive that
if any further amendment of the Letters Patent is made, the question may be
raised whether such an amendment of the Letters Patent would override the
provisions of the Civil Procedure Code or not.  1f and when sueh an amendment
of the Letters Patent is made, that would be the proper oceasion for the Govern-
ment to come up before the Indian Legtslature for having that amended form of
the Letters Patent being passed by the Indian Legislature. 1 would therefore
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submit that this is not the time when any new provision should be added in the
Civil Procedure Code by which the powers of the Indian Legislature wguld
by specific words be curtailed.  If on any future occasion: the IydlgnvLegls}a-
ture has to modify any provision of the Civil Procedure Code Whlgh in any way
contravenes the powers that arc given under the Letters Patent, then it would
be necessary to repeal this portion of the section before that amendment.could
be made. On these grounds, I submit that it is not necessary to have this sub-
clause added to section 93 of the Civil Procedure Code, and I therefore formally

move the amendment that stands in my name. \

Tue Honovranie Mr. 8. R. DAS: Sir, I oppose the amendment. The
reason for this amendment of section 98 is very simple. As the Honou.ra,b_lca
Mr. Mookerjee has pointed out, the Privy Council held that under section 4
of the Civil Procedure Code & provision in the Letters Patent oygrrod_e any
provision in the C.vil Procedure Code. Therefore, a new provision in the
Letters Patent would, in the ordinary course uchrdmg to the judgment of,?he
Privy Council and under section 4 of the ()_1v1l Procedure Code, . overrl
the provisions of section 98 of that Code. Unfortunately, recently, in 62
Cal. will be found the judgment of Mr. Justice Page who has _attemptgd to
distinguish that finding of the I'rivy (ouncil and has succee_ded in throwing a
certain amount of doubt as to whether, when there is a conflict between a pro-
vision of the Letters Patent and the Civil Procedure Code, the 'Lattens-P,atent
would prevail or the Civil Procedure Code would prevail. It is to clear that
doubt and to make it clear that the law is as laid down by the Privy Council
that those words are proposed to be added, mz. v S ,

« pothing in this gection shall be decned to alter cr otherwise afiect any provision of the
Letters Patent of any High Court.”

o . R R
_ This is the simple reason for this amendment, and 1 do not see any reason why

the Council should accept the objection which has been rdised by the 'H'?nour-
able Mr. Mookerjee. ST

Tag HoNouraBLE M. V. RAMADAS PANTULU: Ts {:heré any differ-

ence between the Letters Patent and section 98 of the Civil Proceduré Code ?

Tag HoNoukaBLE MR. S. R. DAS: There is, as the Honourable
Mr. Mookerjee has ‘pointed -out very little difference, but there 1s a difference.

Tae HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT : The original questibn'w@s:

« That the First Sehedule should Le a schedule to the Bill.” '
an amendment has been moved :

. Since which ‘
Lw That'in the First Schedule the proposed amendment to ¢ection 98 of the ode of Civil

s .

?fooedure, 1908, be omitted ", o
«: - The question is that that amendment be made.

N

' The motion was negutived.

. The First Schedule was added to the Bill,
: .' The"Second Sehedule was added to the Bill.
R blauée 1 was added to the Bill. ,
) ‘ ‘.9.th Titlé ‘and Preamble were added to the Bill.
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Tae HonouraBLE Mr. 8. R. DAS:  Sir, 1 move that the Bill, as passed
‘by the Legislative Assembly, be passed.

The motion was adopted.

MADRAS SALT (AMENDMENT) BILL.

Tue HonourapLe Mr. E. BURDON (Finance Seerctary): Sir, 1 move
that the Bill further to amend the Madras Salt Act, 889, for a certain purpose,
as passed by the Legislative Assembly, be taken into consideration.

Section 49 of the Madras Salt Act empowers certain officers to arrest persons
found committing an offence under that Act. The provisions of the Act,
however, are such that if the officer making the arrest be not an inspector, he
’has not the power to admit to bail the person arrested, but must forward the
‘person arrested to the Inspector of the (irele in which the arrest s made, or,
‘Hf-that officer is more than ten miles from the place of arrest, to the nearest
police-station. It is now proposed to incorporate in the Act provisions enabling
dny officer making an arrest under section 49 to grant bail, provided he has been
empowered in that behalf by the Central Board of Revenue. Sir, I think the
-Gonncil will readily agree that the change which it is proposed to make is very
-desirable and will be to the convenience of all concerned.

Sir, I move.
The motion was adopted.
Clauses 2 and 3 were added to the Bill,
. Clause 1 was added to the Bill.
The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill.

Tae HonouraBLE MR, E. BURDON : Sir, | move that i
passed by the Legislative Assembly, be passed. ¢ that the Bill, a8

.. 'The motion was adopted.

MATCH INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL.

Tae HoNouraBLE S1r GEOFFREY CORBETT (Co

. . . o~ ¥ ‘ommerce Secretary)
8ir, I move that the Bll.l to provide for the protection of the mat:h iX\?;\:st.:yylﬂ
passed by the Legislative Assembly, be taken into consideration. '

Tfmﬁ' B‘ills are sometimes complicated and controversial, but I am glad to
say this Billis simple and short. Members no doubt have received the Tariff
Board’s Report on the match industry which was sent to them on t};c ]st’of this
month, an}i they have also read the Resolution of the Government (;f tl;e same
date. This Billis designed to give effect to the recommendations of the Tariff
Board as‘accepted in the Government Resolution. Briefly, the position is this.
In 1922, a duty of Rs. 1-8-0 per gross of boxes was impnse(’l on r}r)l(;tches purely
for revenue purposes, and at first it brought in a very substantial revenue.
But the effect of it has been to create an important match industry in .Irlxdia.
It came about rather curiously,- if Honourable Members who )},mve been
presentat previous Sessions will throw back their minds, théy will remember—~
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that at first, when the duty was imposed for revenue purposes, the match
companies imported splints and veneers and made them into matches qnd
match boxes in India. Well, we circumvented that by.puttmg a corresponding
duty on splints and veneers. Then the mqtch companies went one better and
get up a machinery for making matches 1n India anq 1m‘portedklbgs. The}'
imported logs for this purpose, chiefly the aspen from Siberia and from Scandi-
navia. But the veneer, I think, is now made from Indian woods. Some
matches too are made from wood grown in India. However that may be, fche
match factories in India are now capable .of supplying the whole of India’s
requirements. The growth of the industry 1n these few years has really 'bgen
quite astonishing. There are now 27 factories in Infila‘capablg of producing
500 gross of boxes a day or over, and the total capacity 18 18 million gross per
annum against a total consumption of 17 m}lhon gross. At the same time,
imports have declined from 13} million gross in 1922-23 to 3% million gross in
1927-28, with a result that is very gratifying from the point of view of the
development of the new match industry that has been started in India, but of
course the duty, as a revenue proposition, has become less and less valuable
every year. In these circumstances, we thought it advisable to have the
whole position inquired into by the Tariff Board. An entirely new set of
circumstances had arisen from those in which the revenue duty was imposed,
and we thought it advisable that the whole matter should be inquired into and
cleared up. Sir Padamji Ginwala and his colleagues have made a very patient
and interesting inquiry, and I think their report is good reading. The substance
of their report is that the present duty of Rs. 1-8-0 per gross should be continued,
as it stands, no longer for revenue purposes but for protective purposes. They
find that the industry fulfils all the requirements laid down by the Fiscal
Commission for protection. At the same time, they are of opinion that the
consumer is not being put to any loss, because the internal competition is suffi-
cient to keep prices down. There are several match companies making matches
in India. At the same time, if the duty were reduced or removed, this new
industry would be exposed to attack from the Swedish Match Company which
would probably wipe it out in the course of a very short 'perxod. As long as the
duty remains at the present rate, it is hardly a }_)ractlcal proposition for the
Qwedish Match Company to dump matches in India. They may be able to sell
below cost price to a certain extent in India, and of course they now manufacture
in India themselves. But they cannot carry on dumping so as to destroy this
pew industry which has sprung up. The point of this Bill is merely to declare
that the existing duty of Rs. 1-8-0 per gross is no longer a revenue duty but
is a protective duty ; that is, it simply removes the present duty frogl tl_xe
revenue part of the Schedule to the protective part of the Sf:hedule, a.nd it wilt
give this new match industry an assurance that the dqty will be cqntlnl}ed for
its protection for the present and for so long as the Legislature considers it to be
required, and that it is not liable to be reduced or removed at any time for

revenue or other considerations.
Sir, I move.

The motion was adopted.
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Clause 2 was added to the Bill,
Clause 1 was added to the Bill,
The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill,

Tae HonouraBLe Sik GEOFFREY CORBETT : Sir, 1 move that the
Bill, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, be passed.
The motion was adopted.

PROCEDURE FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE CENTRAL
‘COMMITTEE TO SIT WITH THE INDIAN STATUTORY ('OMMISSION.

Tae HoNourasLE THE PRESIDENT :  The Council will now proceed to
the election of 3 members of the Central Committee to sit with the Indian
Statutory Commission,

Tae HonouraBLe Sik HAROON JAFFER (Bombay Presidency:
Muhammadan) :  Sir, T beg to raise an objection to the nomination paper of
Raja Nawab Ali Khan. While he was here he told me that he was unwilling to
stand as a candidate for this Central Committee. 1 believe his nomination
paper was sent without his consent. I understand from my friend Nawab Sir
Umar Hayat Khan that he nominated him on getting his consent by telegram
from Mussoorie. I saw the telegram, Sir, which is in his possession, and it rans
thus :

“Thanks. No objection provided majority Members suppart.”

“ Thanks, no objection” means that the consent wasnot previously taken.
That is quite clear. ** Provided majority members support ™ shows that it 15 @
conditional consent, No one knows who will come out in the clection 5 who will
get a mgjority or a minority of votes cannot be said.  In these circunstances, I
submitthat the nomination of my Honourable {ricnd, Raja Nawab Al Khan,
may be declared by you as null and void.

Tue HoNouraBLE CoLoNkL Nawas Sik UMAR HAYAT KHAN (Punjab:
Nominated Non-Official): My Honourable friend, Raja Nawab Al Khan,
told me that he wanted to stand, and as I knew this, 1 put in his nomination
before 12 o’clock yesterday. Therefore I submit that his nomination is in ordet.
He was present in this Session and | do not think that there is anvthing against
him. Since he has also contirmed his desire to stand by telegram [ think all that
i8 needed has been done. '

Tae HoNourasik THE PRESIDENT :  In view of what has been said, I
think 1 bave to hold the nomination of the Honourable Raja Nawab Ali Khan to
bein order. The Honourable Member who nominated him has provided me with

the original of the telegram which he has received from the Honourable Rajs.
I take that to give his consent.

I have, however, to announce to thé House that the number of candidates
is atill further reduced by one by the withdrawal of his nomination handed to
me a short time ago by the Honourable Sardar Bahadur Shivdev Singh Uberoi.
There remain, therefore, 7 candidates for the 3 vacancies.

I have been asked by some Honourable Members before the meeting today
to explain, as far as possible, the system under which this election takes place.
Members will receive a ballot paper shortly from the Secretary if they will
remain in their seats and they will see at the foot of the ballot paper certain
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instructions for their guidance. The first of those instructions says that each

" Member has one vote and one vote only. I think perhaps that might be said

to be slightly misleading. It really means that each Member has one vote only
for his first choice, but in this case the Council has to elect three Members.
Therefore, the procedure in this election is that in the column provided in the
ballot paper Honourable Members will mark No. | against their first choice.
They can stop there if they like. If they have a second choice, they can mark
No. 2 against their second choice, No.3 against their third choice. There is
nothing to prevent Honourable Members from marking against the whole list
until they have indicated from No. 1 to No. 7 the order of their preference for
the candidates. The ballot papers will now be distributed.

(The ballot papers were then distributed and Honourable Members filled
them in and handed them to the Secretary of the Council).

Tae HoNouraBLE THE PRESIDENT :  Honourable Members may prob-
ably be aware that the result of the election cannot be announced at once.
It has to be worked out according to a somewhat complicated procedure. Tt is
the customin elections of this kind for the result to be announced from the
Chair ; but as I shall not be in a position to make any announcement with regard
to the clection bhefore Wednesday next, [ think on this occasion, at all events, it
will be more suitable if, as soon as the result is known, a circular is issued to
Honourable Members. That circular will probably go out this afternoon. I
mentioned the complicated procedure. I should think it is quite possible
that there are, if any, very few Honourable Members of this House who have
any idea how election by means of the single transferable vote is made. The re-
sults of the election will be worked out by the Secretary in one of the rooms of the
Legislative Department in Gorton Castle, and 1 am sure that he will only be too
pleased to allow any Honourable Member who likes to attend at the procedure
to see the way in which the election is conducted. He will probably be begin-
ning his work at about 2-30 r.m. this afternoon.

The Council now stands adjourned till 11 o’clock on Wednesday, the 26th
September, 1928,

The Council then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, the
26th September, 1928.

~
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The Council met in the Council Chamber at eleven of the Clock, the
Honourable the President in the Chair.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
ScHOLARSHIPS FOR TRAINING CANDIDATES FOR THE ARCHZEOLOGICAL SER-
VICE.
140. Tae HovouraBLe Mr. MAHENDRA PRASAD: 1. Will Gove

ernment be pleased to state :
(a) the circumstances which necessitated the institution of the scholar
ship system for training candidates for the Archsmological Service ?

(b) whether this system was abolished in 1923 for reasons of tinancial
stringency ?
(c) whether the system was revived in 1926 ? 1If so, why ¢
2. Is it a fact that after the revival of the scholarships in question the

Government insisted on following a method of inviting and selecting applicants
which was different from that proposed by the head of the Archaological

Department ?

3. If the answer to question 2 bein the affirmative, will Government be
pleased to explain its own method ?

4. Is it a fact that the selection of Archeological scholars was made about
a fortnight before the creation of the Public Service Commission ?

5. If the answer to question 4 be in the affirmative, has Government
taken any steps to move the Public Service Commission to ratify its selec-
tion of scholars ?

6. If the answer to question 5 be in “the negative, does Government
intend to take any such steps ?

Tae HoNouvraBLE Kuax Barapur SiR MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH :
1. (¢) The system was instituted to increase the supply of young Indians trained
in archeological work.

(b) The system was then temporarily suspended.

(¢) Yes, for the reason given under (a) above. .

9. The Director General of Archeeology in India in 1926 proposed that
candidates should be selected without reference to a Board of Selection, but
Government preferred to adhere to the ordinary procedure.

3. Scholars are selected on the advice of a Selectidn Board.
4, The precise interval was one month.

5 No.
( 217 )
M7408
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6. No. It is not the function of the Public Service Commission to ratify
Government’s selection of scholars.

REVISION OF THE Li1st oF VOTERS OF THE COUNCIL GF STATE IN FHE UNiTED
PROVINCES.

141. Tur HowourasLk Munsnt NARAYAN PRASAD ASTHANA @
Was thelist of voters of the Council of State recently vevised in the United
Provinces ¢ If so, with what object 2 Is the election of 1930 to be held on
the basis of the lists now prepared ?

The HonxourasLi Mg, S, 1R DAS : Fresh rolls for the constituencies of
the Council of State in the United Provinees were recently prepared under
the automatic operation of sub-rule (1) of rule 9 of the Council of State Electoral
Rules, which provides that an electoral roll shall continue i foree for three years,
and that a fresh roll shall be prepared after the expiration of that period.

In the event of a general election being held in 1930, it would, in the
absence of a direction under the proviso to the sub-rule in question, be conducted
on the rolls recently prepared.

REMODELLING OF THE EAST INDIAN RAILWAY STATION AT ALLARARAD.

142. THe HonouraBLE Munsui NARAYAN PRASAD ASTHANA:
(a) Is it contemplated by the Government to remodel the East Indian Railway
station at Allahabad ? If so, when ?

(b) Has Government received complaints about the want of an interme”
diate class waiting room at the station, the inadequacy of the third class
waiting room and the insanitary situation and character of the urinals ?

Ter HonourasLE St GEOFFREY CORBETT :  (¢) The (.)uinquvnninl
Programme provides for remodelling the Allahabad ~ Yard in 1930-31-32.
Tt is impossible to say yet whether the project will be taken up.

(b) Government have received no complaints to this effect.  They are
sending & copy of the Honourable Member's question to the Agcnt, Fast
Indian Railway, in order that he may consider whether the arrangements at
Allahabad require improvement,

PAY AND ALLOWANCES OF THE TAsk WoRrRk DerLivery Prons or thi HEAD
TrLEGRAPH OFFICE AT ALLAHABAD.

143. TeE HonouraBLE Munsai NARAYAN PRASAD ASTHANA:
(a) What are the pay and allowances paid to the Task work delivery peons of
the Head Telegraph Office at Allahabad and other first class offices ?

(b) Is it a fact that recently the telegraph task work peons of the Allahabad
Telegraph Office and some other places have submitted a petition to the Director
General of Post Offices detailing their grievances ?  If so, what action has been
taken upon that petition ?

(¢) Does the Government propose to give these jecons the same pay and
pension as postmen? o

{d} Is it a fact that recently the Director General has issued a circular that
five telegrams to the same address be counted as one for calculating the task
work allowance ¢ If so, why ? Is it proposed to withdraw the circular ?
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TeeE HoNouraBLE MR. A. G. CLOW : (@) If by the term “ other 1st class
offices >’ the Honourable Member refers to those offices in the United Provinces
Circle that are open for 24 hours, then the answer is that the subsistence
allowance of task work peons at Agra and Allahabad is Rs. 8 per month in
addition to which the peons earn, in Agra, for each delivery of not more than
five messages at the same time to one addressee, 6 pies, and in Allahabad 6 pies
if delivery is effected on bicycles supplied by Government and 8 pies if delivery
is made on foot. They also get a house-rent allowance of Rs. 2 per month.

(b) Yes. The petitions have been disposed of by explaining the position
in respect of the several points referred to.

(¢) No.
(d) Yes. Because the time and labour involved in the delivery of a num-

ber of messages to one addressee at a time is the same as for the delivery of one
message. It is not proposed to withdraw the circular.

ReLaxaTioN oF THE Ex1sTiNG REGULATIONS REGARDING PASSPORTS IN INDIA.

144, Tue HonNourasLe Sir PHIROZE C. SETHNA : (@) Is it a
fact that passport requirements have been relaxed in several countries on the
Continent ?

_(b) Are Government considering & relaxation of the existing regu-
lations regarding passports in India ?

TuE HoNourasLE Mr. B. J. GLANCY : (a) As far as the Government
of India are aware no Continental country has abolished passports. His
Majesty’s Government have, however, come to an agreement with certain
Continental States for the mutual abolition of visas. Indiashares this privi-
lege in that British subjects and British Indian subjects are allowed to pro-
ceed to such States without visas; but no foreigners are allowed to land in
India without a British visa.

(b) No, Sir.

Repuction or AsouirioN or THE CustromMs Dury oN PaPEr
AND Printineg INk.

145. Tae HoNourasBLE Sik PHIROZE C. SETHNA : (a) Have Gov-
ernment received any complaint that the printing and publishing trade
of the country is penalised on account of the free import of printed matter ?

(b) Have Government considered the advisability of the reduction or
abolition of customs duty on paper and printing ink ?

Tae HonourasLe Sir GEOFFREY CORBETT: (a) No.

. (b) No. T would remind the Honourable Member that the manufacture
of paper in India is protected and that the duty on printer’s ink was raised
in 1926 from 2} per cent. to 5 per cent. in order to secure tariff equality to the
Indian Industry.

Tae Honourasre Sik PHIROZE (. SETHNA: Do the Government
consider the raising of the duty from 2} per cent. to 5 per cent, an adequate
protection to the Indian manufacturer ?
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Tire HoNouraBLE THE PRESIDENT : Order, order. The Honourable
Member cannot ask the Government for an expression of opinion.

Poricy or THE RaiLway BOARD IN THE MATTER OF PURCHASING OF STORES
MADE BY THE DIFFERENT RAILWAYS.

146, Tee Howourasre Siz PHIROZE C. SETHNA : (a) Is it the
policy of the Railway Board to secure preference for indigenous goods over
imported goods in the purchase of railway requirements ?

(b) If the answer is in the affirmative, will Government be pleased
to say what action the Railway Board has taken to enforce this policy in the
matter of purchases made by the different railway systems through their own
officers ?

Tae HowourasLE Sik GEOFFREY CORBETT: (a) Yes, to the ex-
tent provided in the Stores Purchase Rules which are binding on State-managed
Railways.

(b) T would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given to his (question

No. 79 on the 17th September 1928 which explains how the Ruilway Board
ensures that these rules are carried out.

IMPORT OF AUSTRALIAN WHEAT.

147. Tae HonourasrE S;k PHIROZE C. SETHNA : With reference
to the reply to my question No. 87 on the 17th instant, will Government
be pleased to state whether they have received representations to the elfect
that the import of Australian wheat was due to a shortage of crops in India
and that such importation is prejudicial to the interests of Indian wheat-
-growers ?

Tre HonouraBLE KuaN Bauapur Stk MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH :
Government have received no such representations.

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

SECRETARY or taeE COUNCIL:  Sir, the following Message has been
received from the Legislative Assembly :

« In acoordance with Rule 36 (1) of tho Indian Logislative Rules | am dirccted to
jnform you that the amendment made in ﬂ‘}’ Couneil of Stato in the Bill furthor to amend
the Indian Succession Act, 1928, for a cortain purpose was taken into consideration by the

LegiSlative Assembly at their meeting hold to-day, the 26th Soptomber 1928, and that the
Asgembly have agreed to the amendment.”’

HINDU LAW OF INHERITANCE (AMENDMENT) BILL.
Tug HoNourABLE SIR SANKARAN NAIR (Madras : Non-Muhammadan) :

Sir, 1 beg to move that the Bill to alter the order in which certain heirs of 8

deceased Hindu male dying intestate are entitled to succeed to his estate, as
passed by the Tegislative Assembly and as reported by the Select Committee,
be taken into consideration.

- The alterations made by the Select Committee are not of such a character
a8 to require any further explanation from me. I therefore beg to move.
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Trr HonouraBLE Dr. U.RAMA RAU : (Madras : Non-Muhammadan) :
Sir, I beg to move the amendment that stands in my name, that in the Title .
of the Bill the word “ deceased ” be omitted.

Tae HonourasLe THE PRESIDENT: The Honourable Member is
somewhat premature ; the House has not yet decided to take the Bill into
consideration.

The question then is:

‘“That the Bill to alter the order in which certain heirs of a deceased Hindu dying
intestate are entitled to succeed to his estate, as passed by the Legislative Assembly
and as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration,

The motion was adopted.

Tae HonourasLe THE PRESIDENT : The question is:
«That olause 2, as roported by the Select Committee, do stand part of the Bill.”

Tae HonourasLE SrIsur RAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE: (West
Bengal : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, T beg to move the amendment that
gtands in my name:

“That in clause 2 between the figare 2 * and the words ¢ A son’s daughter ’ the words
¢ A pro-deccased son’s widow ’ be inserted.”

The reasons which have prompted me to give notice of this amendment -
had already been discussed in the Council of State on the last occasion when "
this matter was referred to the Select Committee. This is not & new pro-
posal that is being made in this Council. In 1923, when Mr. Seshagiri Ayyar's
Bill was circulated to the different Provincial Heads and the different
High Courts for their opinion, many of those authorities pointed out that the
relations mentioned in Mr. Ayyar’s Bill were not all that ought to be takem
into account.

A predeceased son’s widow occupies a position in a Hindu family which i
somewhat peculiar, because under Hindu law in the case of the husband
who dies during the lifetime of his father, the widow is denied all rights in the
family property. If the husband had outlived the father and died after the
father, then the widow would have come in automatically under the ordinary
rules. When we are here considering the cases of the son’s daughter, the
daughter’s daughter, the sister or the sister’s son, I think it is only fair and
proper that we should also consider the case of a predeceased son’s widow in-
this connection ; and in my opinion, and also in the opinion of some other
Members, the predeceased sons’s widow occupies & position which is superior
to any of the relations who are mentioned in clause 2. That is the reason why
T have put the predeceased son’s widow before all those relations mentioned
in clause 2, that is, in the beginning. The widow in a Hindu family occupies
a position which is a much more superior position than that occupied in &
family under any other system, and the reason is that although she belonged
to a different gotra before, as soon as she is married she takes the gotra of the
husband and she becomes a sapinda, in the sense that she is of the same body
as the husband ; and not only that, she is also entitled to receive funeral
oblations from the relations of her husband’s family in the same way as if she
belonged to the same family. Under these circumstances, I think that a

£
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.
[Srijut Rama Prasad Mookerjee. ]

predeceased son’s widow ought to be put in in the place where T have placed

her.

Tae Honourapre Sik (. SANKARAN NAIR: Siv, | regret I have to
oppose this motion. Honourable Members will mark the radieal difference
between the position of the son’s widow and the other members for whom reliet
is proposed to be given in this Bill.  In this Bill the persons referred to are the
son’s daughter, the daughter’s daughter, sister and sister’s son, all of them are
blood relations. The widow's position stands on a very different footing. [
do not say she is not entitled to relicf.  But what I am pointing out is that
the position of those who have come into the family by marriage stands ona
very different footing from those who are related by blood to the deceaseil.

This Bill was intended only to assist the blood relations,  Now, when the Bill

was introduced, there were besides the persons noted in the Bil itself, others

also whose names were all struck out.  The son’s widow was not one of them. My
friend stated to the Council that though the son's widow was not in the original
proceedings yet there was a considerable hody of opinjon in favour of the ﬁnlltﬂ
widow. I forget the exact words. but [ helieve that is the substanee of his
remark. He did not take the trouble to tell the Couneil what the strength
of that opinion was. 1 have gone through all the opinions received and the
opinions are scarcely worth consideration by this Council- -Madras, Bengal,

Burma, the Central Provinees, Delhi, Ajmer, the North-West Frontier Provinee,

Baluchistan, (‘oorg. Assam—there was nohady in these provinees who ever

considered the casc of the son’s widow or who ever suggested any relief for her.

From Bombay there were two, naturally becanse in Bombay the  widows

occupy a high position.  Inthe United Proviness there were two  in the Punjab

there was only one who suggested reliel to the son’s widow and in Bihar and
Orissa there were two.  That. is how matters stand. 1t is searcely strong enough
to justify anv statement that the opinion of all India has heen faken on this
qliestion, It has not been. and therefore we should not now consider this
question. It is premature, and then there are many further questions to he
sonsidered if you want to bring in the son’s widow.  You will have io sy
whether you propose to give the widow an absolute or a qualifind egtate.  In the

Bill itself the words used for the son's daughter, ete.. are qualified extate, hut
there are many instances in Bombay where the widow is given an absolute
estate. Accordingly, we will be prejudicing the position of the widow 1f w¢
make the amendment now in the Bill itself as my friend has suggested. We have
proceeded on the footing that while we are giving relief to women and giving
them'a place in the order of succession, we should not prejudice their rights
in any other respect, and therefore when any woman has anv rights under the
Hindu law according to such law ax is administered in any Presidency. we
should not take away existing rights, and in that view we have made certain
amendments in the Bill.  Accordingly withouy, qualifving the statement, We
cannot insert the words in the amendment, '

. Then there are also other difficulties. The widow’s position would vary
very much so far as marriage is concerned.
custom of the community her rights may be—I
ence 'of legal‘ opinion—but her rights may be di
who is married under the Remarriage Act as

I she marries according to the
do not say it is, there is a differ-
flerent from those of the widow
to forfeiture of rights.  All that
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has to be considered. Then again in Bombay for instance, where the son’s
widow has a right of succession, the son’s widow takes only after the sister and
half-sister. Now, in the Bill you find that the predeceased son’s widow comes
long before the sister and half-sister. We are thus prejudicing the position of
the sister who is in the Bill ; we are prejudicing the position of the half-sister
who has been eliminated from the Bill and who was therd before. We
should not do that, according to the principle which we have followed in the
Select Committee ; but whether we are doing it or not, it is a matter which re-
quires fuller and more careful consideration. Then, there is another matter,
The son’s widow comes only after what we call the gotrajas or sapindas, that is
to say, those who are males and members of the family.

This amendment places the widow before her. So, I say there are all these
points to be considered, and there are also further difficulties in principle to be
solved. Her case, I admit, is really a hard one. In cases of joint families,
where there are lots of people and succession goes to the collateral reversioner
the case of the son’s widow is a hard one. On the other hand, it is nét a hard
case where the families consist of, say, a father and son and his wife. Now, from
the opinions received, it will be seen that the agriculturists in the Punjab are
not generally in favour of the son’s widow’s claim. In other parts of the country
where the joint family system prevails and where the son’s widow is handed over
to the collateral reversioner, the position is a strong one. There is also a further
point which we have to consider. According to Hindu law, a woman who has
been unchaste before the succession opens is not entitled to the property. As the
Bill would stand, if my Honourable friend’s suggestion is accepted, we may be
overriding that position. .

There is another matter, Sir, which seems to me to be conclusive in this
respect. A Bill is going to be introduced in the other place. I have got a copy
of it in my hand, and in that Bill all the rights of the widows are going to be con-
sidered. That Bill deals with all these matters more fully than this
amendment. That Bill deals with not only the rights of the son’s widow, but
it deals with the case of all the widows in the family. It also deals with one

great principle which we may have also to deal with if we are to recognise the’
widows. There it is said that a widow shall be entitled immediately on her
husband’s death to claim partition of the property. That is of course a far
higher right than what is attempted to be given here. “It is thus a question for
consideration how we are to recognise the widow’s rights, whether we are to
recognise her rights by putting her in the place of her deceased husband at once
so as to enable her to claim in the joint family property a share which her
thusband would be entitled to if he had to sue for a partition, or whether she is
only to succeed after the death of her father-in-law asstated by my Honourable
friend, are all matters which require very serious consideration.

For all these reasons I would advise the Council strongly to reject the
motion. I say again I suggest its rejection not for want of sympathy, but
because there are so many questions to be considered before we can recognise
that claim. I do not suggest for a moment that that claim should not be con-
sidered, nor do I say that the reasons against her admission are conclusive or
strong or preponderating, but at present I am strongly against including the
gon’s widow. In view of the fact that the matter is to be fully considered in the
other place, I would strongly advise my Honourable friend to withdraw his
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amendment, because if we pass this measure here and it goes to the other place
and if they come to an adverse conclusion..............

. Tae HoNOURABLE Stk MANECKJI DADABHOY (Central Provinces :
Nominated Non-Official) : Has that Bill been introduced in the other place ¢

) Tae HoNouraBLE SR SANKARAN NAIR : The Bill is to be introduced
in the Delhi Session. There was no time to introduce it now.

o TaE HonouraBLE Stk MANECKJT DADABHOY : Who is the author of
it ?

Tue HonourasLk Sik SANKARAN NAIR1 The author is Rai Sahib
Harbilas Sarda. In view of the fact that a more comprehensive Bill is going
to be introduced in the other place shortly, I would strongly advise my Honour-
able friend to withdraw his motion.

*  Tug HoNouraBLE MR. G. S. KHAPARDE (Berar Representative) :  Sir,
this strongly reminds me that the objection which I first took about piece-meal
legislation is very sound. My Honourable friend also finds it difticult now to
support parts of this because the other parts are left open, and he argues that
because those parts are left open we better pass this. That again reminds me
of the story of the woman who wanted her neighbour to feed her husband and
- provide medicine for her own husband. This is exactly like that, and as 1
say my objection stands on a very firm footing from the very beginning, that
piece-meal legislation in matters of inheritance, more especially as'complicated
a8 it is in India, particularly among the Hindus, should not be undertaken in

this fashion. . ..
Tae HonouraBLE SIR SANKARAN NAIR: This does not arise now.

Tae HoNnouraBLE MR. G. 8. KHAPARDE :  Sir Sankaran Nair in arguing
the matter said that the first objection he took was that the present Bill was
intended only to provide for what are called blood relations and the son’s
widow coming into the family was not a blood relation ; but she becomes
one. I say whether she becomes a blood relation subsequently or after her
coming into the family, she is a blood relation, and perhaps she is much nearer
than the sister or sister’s sons or anybody else, because under the Hindu law
ghe forms part of her husbahd’s body ; so that his objection in this matter
cannot hold water.

Then another point is, my friend Sir Sankaran Nair is in sympathy with
tl}e claims of the son’s widow, but he feels a difficulty, and what is it 2 That
difficulty is, whether she is to have a life estate or full ownership, and that she

. will displace the position which the sister occupies at present. I say all these
objections occurred to us before, and therefore we proposed that the whole
matter might be comprehensively considered when the other Bill came in.
Why should we pass parts of this Bill now and wait for the other parts to be
passed in the other House when it comes on ? My own idea is that the whole
question should be left over to be considered comprehensively and once for
all when the other Bill comes on ; otherwise, by piece-meal legiglatiorl you will
pass this Bill and leave it to the mercy of the other place, and as my friend said
whether you pass this Bill here or you do not pass it, it comes to the sam(;
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thing ; it makes no difference whatever, because in the other place they may .
reject our measure altogether. If they reject it, it will be all right ; if they pass

it, it will still be all right, because we shall bring in another Bill to do something

more. 1 think no argument is needed to show the futility of this legislation as

at present introduced. It is innocuous, whether you pass it or not. Why not

therefore reject it here and be done with it ? As I myself think, we have over-
ridden so many principles of the Hindu law in recent legislation, and this measure

specially overrides so many other principles, and to introduce the son’s widow:
would only be an act of charity and an act of good-will, and certainly it will not

do greater harm than what has already been done by previous legislation. I

therefore support this amendment strongly and it should be passed, so that if

the other Bill ever comes before the other House for consideration they may'
remember that we raised this objection from the very beginning about piece-

meal legislation, and the difficulty is felt as to what position to give to the son’s

widow. That difficulty will be felt when that Bill comprehensively dealing

with the widows is taken up for consideration. Why not put all the things

together and consider them at the same time ? T therefore strongly support

this amendment.

Tre HoNouranLe CoLoNer Nawas Stk UMAR HAYAT KHAN (Punjab :
Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, asa controversy has arisen over this matter whe-
ther the amendment should be accepted or not and as Sir Sankaran Nair wants
to reject it, I think we may be called upon to vote, and so I want to explain
my attitude as well as that of most of my co-religionists in this matter. This is
primarily a Bill which affects our one all-powerful sister community, and I
think that community is the best judge to decide whether or how they should
carry this measure. If any decision were taken with our votes, they might
say that we have meddled with religious legislation which is entirely their own.

When saying this, the cause which has led us to adopt this course is, that
we t00 at times may have to bring forward such legislation and we want that,
when such a time comes, they will also be magnanimous enough to allow ue our
own way with our own majority of votes. We are afraid, Sir, that, when there has
been a certain report at the end of which it is said that every legislation which
the overwhelming population of certain provinces, say, the Punjab or Bengal,
may pass for their own interests it may be brought to the Central Legislature
and may be turned down. Many such subjects are mentioned therein that
they should be afterwards decided by the majority in the Central Legislature.
We are aware of the fact that always, we, being the minority, will be at the mercy
of those who are in the majority in the Central Legislature, and we want to
adopt this course that, when the time comes and there is anything that we want
to have, they will be just as kind to us and allow us to have our own way.

If I am allowed, Sir, I would also suggest to the Government Benches
that, when there is a legislation like this, it really should be allowed to the party-
eoncerned to vote and decide it by its own majority.

As the question may be put to the vote, Sir, 1 thought it proper to stand
up and explain this attitude of ours.

Tar HoNoumraBLe Mr. NARAYAN PRASAD ASTHANA: (United

Provinces Northern Non-Muhammadan) :  Sir, the amendment that has been
moved has my every sympathy. The son’s widow no doubt has got a very
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just claim on the estate of the deceased father-in-law and it was in the United
Provinces that in the Tenancy legislation her rights were recognised and the
son’s widow was placed after the widow and the brother. Therefore, the
claims of a son’s widow are very legitimate. But the question before the
Council is this : whether the son’s widow should be made an heir in the present
legislation. The difficulties that have been pointed out by the Honourable
Sir Sankaran Nair are no doubt serious, and 1 think that we should at present
leave out the case of all these persons who come by marriage into the family
and take up the case only of those persons who are related by blood,  More-
over, the case of the son’s widow was never considered l)y‘ the Legislative
Assembly from where this Bill has come. 1f it had been considered and ve-
jected, or if it had been considered and accepted, then this Council would have
been in a much better position to accept or to rejeet the amendment which
has been brought forward. The Bill as it was presented to the Legislative
Assembly did not contain any reference to the son’s widow and it
was passed twice. It came once to the Council  but was shelved, and
it has now come to us for the second time. In my opmion, therefore,
we should be better advised in accepting the Bill and letting it pass as
it stands instead of making any innovations in the Bill, so that when
it goes to the other House they may not be able to say that we have changed
it quite out of their sanction. Morcover, the objection that has been
taken by the Honourable Mr. Khaparde as to picce-meal legislation is answered
by the question which was put very recently by Sit Hari Singh Gour in the
Legislative Assembly when the Honourable Mr. Crerar declared in veply to
t?lat question. that the Government was not prepared to take up the codificas
tion of 'the Hindu Law. Thorefortf, it iy necessary for us to go on by ])i('('(‘-“l““l
leglslatlon and to make a reform in the Hindu Law in that manner. 1 my
friend, the Honourable Mr. Khaparde, brings in a comprehensive measure
of codification of Hindu Law, we will see what we can do,

My friend, the Honourable Colonel Nawab Sir Umar Hayat, Khan, has said
that the votes of the Mubammadans would be weutral in this n‘mlt,«-r, f
think that where the justice of the case is so obvious, where the matter is one
which should be decided by the whole community in India, | do not see why
the Muhammadans should be neutral in this matter. As to the officials, we
have already been taught the value of the official votes the other day and
do not think that the officials should be neutral in this matter |)<'(‘~,2L'll\‘(‘v we
find that where the question of legislation comes in, it is on the .‘m,i,.(.,‘ body
as a whole that the responsibility should rest and not on any one community
or another. My opinion, therefore, is that the Muhammadans, as well as the
Official Benches, should cast their votes in whichever direction ‘t.lmy choose.

Tue HoNourasLE Mr. S. R. DAS (Law Member):  Sir, | should like
to explain, after what the last speaker has said, that the }ow;'nmont propose
to take up a neutral attitude with regard to this amendment that has been
proposed. The members of the Government will not vote but the official

Members will be free to vote in any manner they think best in regard to this
amendment.

3
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There is just one other remark 1 should like to make in regard to this,
and that is, I will ask the Honourable Members to bear in mind that the question
of the succession of the son’s widow has never been circulated and the opinion
of the public has not yet been invited as to whether the son’s widow should
be given the position that the amendment seeks to give.

Tae HonourasLe THE PRESIDENT: The original question was:—

“ That clause 2, as reported by the Select Committee, do stand part of the Bill.”

Since which an amendment has been moved :—

“That at the beginning of the clauso the words ‘a predeccased son’s widow’ be inserted.”

The question is that those words be there inserted.

The Council divided :

AYES—9.

De, The Honourable Mr. K. C.

Govind Das, The Honourable Seth. .
Khaparde, The Honourable Mr. G. S.
Mahendra Prasad, The Honourable Mr.

Mookerjee, The Honourable Srijut Rama

Rama Rau, The Honourable Rao Sahib
Dr. U,

Ray Chaudhury, The Honourable Mr.
Kumar Sankar.

Sinha, The Honourable Mr. Anugraha

Prasad. Narayan.
Suhrawardy, The Honourable Mr. Mahmood.
NOES—14.

Akbar Khan, The Honourable Major Macrailian, The Honourable Mr. A. M.

Nawab Mahomed. . hi
Ashthana, The Honourable Mr. Narayan Maq%l;lggzilgﬁgﬁﬁ Honourable Khan

Prasad. '
Clow, The Honourable Mr. A, G. Nawab Ali Khan, The Honourable Raja.
Dadﬂahoy,k'fl‘he Hornourable Sir Sankaran Nair, The Honourable Sir.

anockji. . .

Froom, The Honourable Sir Arthur. Sethna, The Honourable Sir P,hm?m.
Godfrey, The Honourable Sir George. Uberoi, The Honourable Sardar Bahadur
Hayat Khan, The Honourable Nawab Shivdev Singh. _

Malik Muhammad, Vernon, The Honourable Mr. H. A. B.

The motion was negatived.

Tue Hoxourast Mr. MAHENDRA PRASAD (Bihar and Orissa:
Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, this Bill is intended to remove sex disqualifica~
tion. Previously, a son’s daughter, daughter’s daughter and sister had no
place in the line of succession. Now; it is intended that they should be includ-
ed. It is mentioned here that the sister's son should also be an heir. By
introducing the sister’s son we are introducing a male and not a female as i8
intended by this Bill. Moreover, if we introduce the sister’s son, there would
be a change in the law of succession and the agnates would be shunted off to &
lower place. I think that is quite unfair. As the Bill is only to remove sex
disqualification, let onlv the son’s daughter, daughter’s daughter and sister
be included and given a place, but not the sister’s son who does come in
as a bandhu. In fact, he is one of the persons who has got a right to succeed.
Let him occupy the position which he occupied before. Why should he be
given this new position as proposed in the Bill ? Therefore, I mbve my amend-
ment that the words * sister’s son "’ be omitted.
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Tee HoNouraBLE THE PRESIDENT : I would point out to the Honour-
able Member. that if this amendment is carried into effect clause 2 becomes
almost meaningless. The clause would then read « A son’s daughter, daughter’s
daughter, sister, and shall, in the order so specified, be entitled....” Perhaps
I can help the Honourable Member to put it right.

The original question was :

* That clause 2, as reported by the Select Committoe, do stand part of the Bill.”
Since which an amendment has been moved :

“ That for the words * sister, and sister’s son ’ the words ‘and sister’ be substituted.”

_ Tre HonourasLe Sir SANKARAN NAIR: Sir, my Honourable
fm‘and.wants the sister’s son to go out of the clause. 1 do not helieve that
ob].ect!on was taken by anybody in the Legislative Assembly, nor was any
objection taken to the sister’s son in the opinions that have been received,
excep’t the general opinion with regard to including the son’s daughter, dau-
ghter’s dau.ghter and sister. The reason why the sister’s son is brought in,
I presume, is because he is the son of a female and does not come in f(:r that
reason, and when we remove the disqualification as to the sister we bring in
the sister’s son in accordance with the principle that after the owner hiuTsvlf

his son comes in. There is no reason at this late stage why the sister’s son
should be given up. ( )

Tar HoNourasrLrk Sriyur RAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE : 1 would
oppose the amendment which has been moved by my Honourable friend
Mr. Ma'.hendra Prasad : the sister’s son occupies a position under the Daya-
bhaga in Bengal which is not given to the sister’s son in the Mitakshara. I
think that of all the relations who are mentioned in clause 2 the sister’s
son is gertalnlx one who is nearest from the point of view of aﬁection‘ or from
the point of view of nearness of relationship and his case ought to be con-
;}dergd. The Honourable Mr. Mahendra Prasad stated that we are only con-
sidering the feu}ale relations. But if at the time of considering the cases of
the female relations we take into consideration a male relation who ims been

relegated to a very distant place in the Mitakshara we will be simply doing’

8 justice which is due to the sister’s son, and I h
Member will not press his amendment. ’ ope that the Honourable

s Tae HonouraBLE Mr. NARAYAN PRASAD ASTHANA: Sir, T
the 3{; 01;11:28? the amendment_ which has been moved, My grounds are that
do n tug l‘ﬁ son has bee’n given a very high place in the Mitakshara and I
o 0 .:ee why the father’s daughter’s son should not have a place in close
1’;1 J(I)Itrllln y jco tl;le other h’elrs. It is f)nly an accident that the father’s son comes
| oo heyw;se the father’s daughter’s son, namely, the sister’s son would have
' that thzn:;ist(;)e;qz oexfti:te of the {leceia.s:ddfather. Therefore, my submission i8
! : § very nearly related to the deceased oo
* & place just after the father’s daughter. eceased and he must be given

Sir, I oppose the amendment.

?;E fIONOURABLE Mr. G. S. KHAPARDE: 1 support the amendment.
. E HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT : The original question was :
That clause 2, as reported by the Select Committee, do stand part of she Bill.”
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Qince which an amendment has been moved :
“That for the words * sister, and sister’s son » the words and ‘sister’ be substituted.”
The question I have to put is that those words be substituted.

The motion was negatived.

Tur, HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT : Does the Honourable Member
(Mr. Mahendra Prasad) wish to move his amendment for the omission of the
proviso

Tae HonourasLe Mr. MAHENDRA PRASAD: No, Sir.

Tae HonourasLe Sruur RAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE: In
view of the opinion already expressed by the House with regard to the pre-
deceased son’s widow, I do not think I should press the amendment* which
stands in my name, because this is certainly a more difficult case than the one
which I had moved before.

Tug HonourabLE THE PRESIDENT : Do those remarks of the Honour-
able Member apply to amendments Nos. 8 and 9 standing in his name on the
paper ?

Tur HonourasLe Sruur RAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE: Only te
No. 8.

Tue HonourasLe THE PRESIDENT: The Honourable Babu Rama
Prasad Mookerjee. ‘
Tue HonNouraBLE SruurT RAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir,
1 move:
“That for the proviso to olause 2 the following be substituted, namely, ‘the sister’s

.son shall include an adopted son, provided that such adoption is made by the sister and her -

husband jointly or by the sister after her husband’s death.” ™

You will find, Sir, that the Select Committee has made some alteration in the:
wording of the clause as it stood before. The clause as it stood before was :

¢ he son includes an adopted son provided that in the case of the adoption to asister’s .
husband, the adoption has been made with the consent of that sister during her life time”

and now after amendment by the Select Committee it stands :

-« provided that a sistor’s son shall notinctude & son adopted after the sister’s death ™.

Now, here are these different kinds of adopted sons, that would have to be
taken into consideration, A son may be taken in adoption by the sister’s
husband during the life time of the sister ; that adoption may be made either

‘jointly with the sister or separdtely. If the sister’s husband has got more than
“one wife, then it is open to that husband to take a boy in adoption either jointly

with one of the wives concerned or he may take in adoption a boy without

‘making any of the wives a party to the adoption. Now, it has been héld

by the Courts that if a boy is taken in adoption by a person together with
one of the wives, then that adopted son becomes the son of the wife who
joins in the adoption. He does not become the son of the wife who does not

join ; the wife who does not join becomes the step-mother. But in the case

*¢#That in clause 2 at the end of the first paragraph, after the words ‘father’s brother’
the following words be added, namely : That a father’s sister be entitled to rank in the

. order of succession next after the father’s brother.”
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where the husband takes a boy in adoption without taking any of .thu wives with
hiin in the ceremony, then that boy becomes the son of all the wives that that
person may have. Now this anomaly would u‘nsoj——tﬂhu.t a boy i whose
adoption the sister was not consulted, to the adoption of whom the wister
was not a party, would become an heir to the paternal family of that sister.
although the sister had nothing to do with that adoption. No doubt wader
Hindu law an adopted son oceupics the same poxition as a nataral born =on
but here we are not considering the case of the rights of an adopted son to
the adoptive family but the right to the family of the sister, which is quite
a different family. 1 thereforc think that we ought to limit the cases of adopt-
ed sons who would be entitled to come in under this clause to only those sons
who are taken in adoption during the life time of the sister and with her
jointly. The question may arise as to whether a particular boy was taken
in adoption with the consent of the sister or not. That would be a question
of evidence. That question may come up years after the actual adoption.
For that purpose I have worded my amendment in this way that where the
gon is taken in adoption by the sister and her husband jointly— only those
adopted sons would be entitled to come in. 1 do .nnt, t'hink there was any
real objection to the inclusion of this amendment in this Bill in the Nelect
Committee provided it could be properly worded by the drafting depart-
ment. This question was pressed on the Select Committee and it had almost
been accepted by the Select Committee, but as there wassonie objection taken
to the wording—the way in which it had been put previously by me when it
came up before the Council last week—1I have changed it as best as T could.
I would certainly accept any other verbal corrections that may be suggested
by the Honourable the Law Member. 1 think I have been able to make nivself
clear as to the persons who are attempted to be excluded by my amendment
and who are not now excluded by the proposal as modified by the Select
Committee.

Tae HonouraBrLe Stk SANKARAN NAIR: This question was fully
considered by the Select Committee. The Bill as it stands with reference t©
adoption marks a departure from the Hindu Law. This amendment isx #
further departure and we did not feel ourselves justiticd in departing from
the Hindu law to a greater extent than we found absolutely necessary.
Therefore I do not support this suggestion of the Honourable Member. I
oppose the motion.

Tae HonourasrLE THE PRESIDENT: The original question was:

“That olause 2, as reported by the Select Committee,do stand part of the Bill. ™

Since which an amendment has been moved :

“ That for the proviso to clause 2, the following be substituted, namely :—* The sister’
son shall include an adopted son, provided that such adoption is mado by the sister and hef
husband jointly or, by the sister after her husband’s death.’” *

The question is that that amendment be made.
The motion was negatived.
Clause 2, as reported by the Select Committee, was added to the Bill.

. Tee HoNouraBLE THE PRESIDENT : The question is:
“That clause}3 do stand part of the Bill.”
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Tur HoNourasrk Mr. S. R. DAS: Sir, I move: '

“That in sub-clause (b) of clause 3, for the words boginning with the word * possessed ’
and ending with the words ¢ from a male’ the following be substituted :

¢ possessed by a female in property inherited by ber from a male according to the
school of Mitakshara law by which the male was governed ’.”

This amendment is intended merely to correct an error. The words which
T desire to have substituted are the words which were accepted by the Select
Committee. Unfortunately, by an error, the Bill, which was signed by the:
Selcet Committee and presented to the House the other day, did not embody
this amendment which had been agreed to by the Select Committee. I am
merely asking that these words. which were aceepted by the Select Committee,
should be substituted.

The motion was adopted.

Tue HonovrapLe Srisur RAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE: The
next amendment in my name is covered by the amendment just adopted.

Tae HoNourasLe THE PRESIDENT :  The question is :

“ That clause 3, as reported by the Solect Committee, and as amended, do stand part of
tho Bill.”

The motion was adopted.
Clause 3 was added to the Bill.
Tur HonourasLe THE PRESIDENT :  The question is :

“That clause 1, as amended by the Select Committee, do stand part of the Bill.”

Tag HonouraBLE SRIJuT RAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, the

amendment that stands in my name is a merely

12 NooN. verbal one, namely, that instead of calling this

Act the Hindu Law of Inheritance (Amendment)

Act, 1928, the figure ““ 87 be omitted ; that is, in sub-clause () of clause 1 the
figure “ 8 ”” at the end be omitted.

My reason for this amendment is this. This Bill will pass through the
Council to-day, and will not be presented to the Assembly before the next year,
1929, so that it would be a misnomer to call it the Hindu Law of Inheritance
(Amendment) Act, 1928. Iwant to omit the figure 8" so that the figure
97 or any other figure may be put in afterwards and passed by the Assembly.

Tue HonouraBLE MR. S, R. DAS: I would omit *“ 1928 altogether,

Tue HonourasLE Srisur RAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE : I have no
objection to that.

Tue Howourapre THE PRESIDENT: The original question was:
“That clause 1, as reported by the Select Committee, do stand part of the Bill.”
Since which an amendment has been moved :
“ That in sub-clause (1) of clause 1 the date 1928 be omitted.”
The question is that that amendment be made.
The motion was adopted.
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Tee HonourasLE MR. MAHENDRA PRASAD : Sir, I move:

“That in sub-olause (2) of clause 1, after the word * males’ the words ¢ who die after
the passing of this Act’ be inserted.”
When the question of reference of the Bill to Select Committee was being
considered, the Honourable Mr. Ramadas Pantulu pointed out certain defects
in the Bi!', one of which defects was that the Bill sought to give retrospective
effect. We have to see what the Select Committee have done in respect of that.
No doubt they have removed the words  to which the suceession opens t'if.t(’,l‘
the 31st day of July, 1928”, but I am afraid it does not make the position
absolutely clear. In the case of a male who died 20 years ago and a female 18 10
possession of the estate, it may be contended that the succession opens after the
death of the widow. There might be some doubt as to whether this Bill
applies to the case mentioned above. There are certain authorities in favour of
the view that the husband lives for purposes of suceession till the death of the
widow. So, if this amendment is not made, then that will be a fraitful snur(-v.nf
litigation as nothing has been stated in any of the clauses to make this pon}t
clear : and I therefore think that to make the point elear, it is necessary that this
amendment should be made. In fact the Select Committee have aceepted the
principle already by taking away the words ‘ to which succession opens, Mu(::’,
as I have already said, and I do not think there should be any diflicuity m
accepting my amendment, which does not want anvthing more than what. they
want and what Sir Hari Singh Gour himself wanted, because he himself did not
want to give it retrospective effect. All that T want is that it should be given
effect to only in cases of property of males who dic after it has been passed into
law.

Tge HoNouraBrE Mr. 8. R. DAS: Sir, I think the Honourable
Mover of this amendment is really unnecessarily apprehensive,

Tue HoNourasLE MR. MAHENDRA PRASAD: | am not a lawver:
that is the reason. ¢

Tuae HoNouraBLE MR. S. R. DAS :  The whole matter was very carefully
gone into in Select Committee and the Honourable Member will find that
there is absolutely no cause for apprehension at all.  As he has pointed out, the
words which might have made the Bill retrospective have been taken out, and
nothing has been said as to when it is to come into effect, hecause it is an
elementary principle of law. which I think even laymen understand. that an Act
does not come into effect till it is passed, and till it is assented to by the
Governor General, so that it is only after that that this Bill comes into offect :
it cannot affect males who die before the Act comes into effeet. 1t is wholly
unnecessary to make the amendment.

Tae HonourasLe SIR SANKARAN NAIR: Sir, 1 also oppose the
amendment. In fact my Honourable friend’s speech whs full of mistakes.
The Bill does not deal with the question of interest at all in any form whatever,
and it does not interfere with any vested interests. The Bill as it stood perhaps
went a little further, and it was argued that it did interfere with vested
interests (though I did not think so), and in order to remove that apprehension
those words were removed and the words as they now stand were accordingly
inserted. But what really lies behind the motion of my friend is that he wants
to give a right to property to certain reversioners who live in the hope that they
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might outlive the widow and so take the property. That is really what is
behind the motion. The words are perfectly clear, and my friend’s suggestion .
cannot for a moment be entertained that those who live in hopes of succeeding to
the property of a certain personif they outlive the widow must be compensated ;
to do go would be against all principles of legislation. I oppo-e the motion.

The motion was negat ved.

Clause 1, as veported by the Seleet Committee, and amended hy the
Council, was added to the Bill.

Tur Hoxovranny toe POESIDENT : The guestion is:
“That this be the Title and Prcamble to the Bill.”

Tur HoNxouranLk Rao Sanis Dr. U, RAMA RAU (Madras : Non-
Muhammadan) :  Sir, Umove :

“That in the Title and Preamble to the Bill the word * decesed ” be omitted,”
That is quite unnecessary, Siv, and [ move that it may he omitted.

The motion was adopted.
The Title and Preamble, as amended, wees alded 1o the Bill,

Trr Hovorranue Sic SANKARAN NATR © Sir, 1 move that the Bill, as
passed by the Legislative Assembly, and as amended by the Select Committee,
and as further amended by thix Council, be passed.

The motion was adopted.

Tar HonouraBrr Kuan Bauavur Sie MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH
(Leader of the House) : Sir, T have to announce to the House that there is no
more work to be placed before it.

Ture HonourasLe THE PRESIDENT: In those circumstances, the
Council will now adjourn sine dig.

The Council then adjourned sine die.
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Question re adoption of the svstem of ace s sttggestod |
, of in State Railway»“")"l\'s}?()p:_'(O(l;;’t' suggested in the reporb
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POSTS AND TELEGRA PHS---

Question re—

Location 1 3 33 .
° til?an—-m a; be{)g; .a te building of the Wireless Branch of the office of

101-02.
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DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS—contd.
Question re—contd.

Location in Simla during the winter months of the Wireless Branch of
the office of the 193.

Position of the office of the 192-93. P
Refusal to grant to 17 clerks of the non-migratory portion of the office

of the --— of the concessions granted in connection with the transfer
of the headquarters from Calcutta to Delhi. 193,
DISMISSAL(S)-~

Question re- -
of Abdul Rahman, Loco. Fitter, Public Works Department,
Delhi. 82-83.

—— of Ganda Singh, Sanitary Jamadar, New Delhi. 85.
DOCTOR OF SCIENCE—
Question re European Assistant Superintendents of the Geological Survey

of India possessing the Degree of a ——.  37.
DURGA DAS, BABU—
Question re technical and educational qualifications of —— of the Publio
Works, Department, Delhi. 86. .
E

EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY—
See ** Railway(s).”
EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—
See “ Railway(s) ”.
EDUCATION—
Question re of Indians in England. 37.
EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES—

Question e report of Mr. Jones, regarding —— afforded to the children of
employces of the State Railways. 40.

EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS—
Question re—

Technical and —-— of Babu Durga Das of the Public Works Depart
ment, Delhi.  86.

Technical and — - of certain employees of the Public Works Depart-
ment, Delhi. 88.

ENGINEER(S)—

Question re—

Number of Muslim and non-Muslim gazetted ——, province by province.
194.
Qualifications for the post of an ——.  83.

Qualified Muslim candidates for the posts of —— in the Public Works

. Department, Delhi. 84.
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ENGLAND—
Question re—
Contract for the carriage of mails between ——and India with the

P. & O. Steam Navigation Company. 68.
E ]
Education of Indians in — - 37.

Entertainment of the sons of certain Exccutive Engineers in the Public
Works Department, Delhi, after their return from -—--.  86.

EUROPE—

Question re—
Expen:liture incurred on obtaining opinions from Palwontologieal experts
1 37.
Orders for locomotives, wagons, and spare parts placed on hehalf of the
Railway Board in the United Kingdom and on the continent of
—. 63,

EUROPEAN(S)—
- Question ye—
—— Assistant Superintendents of the Geological Survey of India posses-
sing the degree of a Doctor. 37.

Number of —— and Indians employed as Managers in the coal mines
owned and managed by the State Railways, etc. 3-1.

Number of —— and Indians employed as Medical Officers on the State
Railways. 4.

EVIDENCE—
Question re remarks contained in a recent judgment of the Chief Justice
of the Patna High Court regarding the giving of false - 191
EXAMINATION(S)—
Question re —— for the promotion of postal officials.  15.

EXRCUTIVE ENGINEER(S)—
Question re—

Eligibility of Pandit Udho Ram, Sub-Divisional Officer, Public Works
]1)$;34p31%tnlent, Delhi, for the rank of Assistant Kngineer or ——.

Entertainment Qf the sons _of certain - - -in the Public Works Depart-
ment, Delhi, after their return from England. 86.

Promotion of subordinates of the Public Works Department, Delhi,
to the posts of —— or Assistant Engineers, 83.

INDEX TO COUNCIL OF STATE DEBATES. 17

EXPENDITURE—
Question re—
Certification by the Governor General of the —— on the Simon Commis-
sion. 4-5.
Diversion by the Army Department of sums sanctioned in the Army
Budget from one branch of -—— to another. 14-15.
EXPORTS—

Questions re total value of —— during the last five years from the different
ports of Bengal and Assam, ete. 15-16.

F

FALSE EVIDENCE—

Question re remarks contained in a recent judgment of the Chief Justioq |
of the Patna High Court regarding the giving of ——. 19L

FAMINE-STRICKEN PEOPLE—

Question re relief for the —— of Bengal. 12.
FARIDPUR—
Question re construction of waiting rooms for female passengers and sheds
for other passengers at —— station. 6.
FEMALE PASSENGERS—
Question re construction of waiting rooms for —— and sheds for othel

passengers at Faridpur station. 6.
FINANCE BILL—

.

See “ Indian —— ”* under “ Bill(s) .
FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS—

Question re —— in respect of civil aviation, 65.
FORWARD—

Question e extracts in the “ Memorial to the Members of the Indian.
Legislative Assembly in Session,” which appeared in the —, dated
the 17th February, 1925. 39.
FREIGHT—
Question re reduction of railway —— on coal for internal consumption.
15. .
FROOM, THE HONOURABLE SIR ARTHUR— \
Expressions of regret by —— on the death of the late Sir Alexander
Muddiman, 27-28. '
Hindu Law of Inheritance (Amendment) Bill—
Motion to refer to Select Committee, 126-27.
Motion re election of Members of the Council of State to sit with the Indian
Statutory Commission. 161-62.

\
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FROOM, THE HONOURABLE SIR ARTHUR—conid.
Resolution re the Report of the Agricultural Commission. 104.

G
GANDA SINGH—
Question re dismissal of , Sanitary Jamadar, New Delhi. 8.
GENERAL POST OFFICE, CALCUTTA——

Question 7 ' v
vl _ihoffer;vb?rked staff in the Postal Savings Bank Department of

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA- -

Question re—

. Appointments of Assistant Superintendents of the-- - made during
the last two years. 36.

App(;léltgx?ents of Assistant Superintendents of the — ~ made in 1926.

European Assistant Superintendent of the ——- possessing the Degree

of a Doctor. 37.

Promotions from the subordi 1 1
: subordinate service to appointment s |/
Superintendents of the - — . 38, ! et of Assitan

GEOLOGY, PROFESSOR OF—

Question re —— in the Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad. 38-39.
GLANCY, THE HONOURABLE MR. B. J.—

Oath of Office. 1.
GODFREY, THE HONOURABLE SIR GEORGE— ’

Motion re election of Members of i
" the Council of State it wi
Indian Statutory Commission. 176-78. tate fo sit with the

Nomination of —— to the Panel of Chairmen. 1.

N
Question re—

Depreciation written off the i
> y purchase rice he Penins Loc -
rtive Works at Jamshedour. 20, price of the Peninsular Locomo

Manufacture of underfra i :
Tamehedpur. 21, mes at the Peninsular Locomotive Works at

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, NEW DELHI—
Question re materials for ——. 87,
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA—
: Question re—

Grant of conveyance allowance to clerks of the ——

quarters in New Delhi. 195-96. not provided with

Loans rai§ed by the —— and Provincial Governments. 59

INDEX TO COUNCIL OF STATE DEBATES. 19

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA-—contd.

Question re—contd.

Publication at the beginning of every month of the figure indicating the
Ways and Means position of the —— , ete.  60-61.

Sale of silver by the from 1st April 1927 to 30th June 1928. 59-60.

Settlement of the charges incurred by the —-on behalf of the War
Office during the Great War. 19-20.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA SECRETARIAT—
Question re—
Office hours in the —— and attached offices. 192.
Recruitment of the ministerial staff of the-—— through the Publie
Service Commission. 73-74.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS—

Question re supply of advance copies of all ——to New India. 14.
GOVERNMENT SKERVANTS--
Question re prevention of —— from joining or continuing to be members
of associations, secking registration under the Indian Trade Unions
Act. 13.
GOVERNMENT TELEPHONE LINES—
Question re separate capital and revenue accounts for ——. 65-66.

GOVERNOR GENERAL, HIS EXCELLENCY THE—
— s assent to Bills. 31.

Message from — — nominating Members of the Council of State to be on the
Panel of Chairmen. 1.

Question re certification by —-— of the expenditure on the Simon Commis-
sion. 4-5.

GOVIND DAS, THE HONOURABLE SETH—

Motion re election of Members of the Council of State to sit with the Indian
Statutory Commission. 137-142, 144, 145, 149, 153, 154, 157, 169,
170, 171, 175.

GREAT WAR---
Question r¢ settlement of the charges incurred by the Government of India
on behalf of the War Office during the —. 19-20.

H
HABIBULLAH, THE HONOURABLE SIR MUHAMMAD—
Expressions of regret by —— on the death of the late Sir Alexander
Muddiman; 26-27.

Motion re election of Members of the Council of State to sit with
the Indian Statutory Commission. 135, 137, 180-82.
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HABIBULLAH, THE HONOURABLE SIR MUHAMMAD—contd.
Resolution re—
The Report of the Agricultural Commission. 96-98, 104-05.

Levy of revenue tax, cess or fee on land held in private ownership.
40, 43-47, 48.

Statement of Business by —-— 57-58, 184.
HAIG, THE HONOURABLE MR. H. G.—
Indian Succession (Second Amendment) Bill—
Motion to consider . 201.
Consideration of clause 1. 201.
Motion to pass. 202.

Resolution re alterations in the powers and procedure of the High Courts
inIndia. 55-57.

HARPER, THE HONOURABLE MR. K. B.—
Oath of Office. 1.

HAYAT KHAN, THE HONOURABLE NAWAB MALIK MOIIAMMAD—
Oath of Office. 1.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT, NEW DELHI—

Question re allegations against Bije Singh, Sanitary Darogha in the -—
85.

HEALTH OFFICE, NEW DELHI-
Question re employment of Muslim clerks in the —— . 87.
HIGH COURT(S)—

Question re Bill before Parliament regarding the amendment of the Consti-
tution of the —— . 6.

Resolution re alterations in the powers and procedure of the - - -in India.

~ b4-57.
HIGH COURT, CALCUTTA—
Question re number of certain appeals in the -——. 25,
HIGH COURT JUDGES—
Question re—
Compulsory retirement of —— at 60. 23,
Pay of — . 23.
HINDU INHERITANCE (REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES) BILL~—
- - Ske *“ Bill(s).”
HINDU LAW OF INHERITANCE (AMENDMENT) BILL—
See “ Bill(s).”
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HINDU-MOSLEM RIOTS— ‘

Question re prevention of the recurrence of —— at Kharagpur. 22-23.
HOWRAH—

Question re recent strike at Lillooah and ——. 12-13.

IMMIGRANT(S)—

Question re exemption of —— to India from the passport regulations,
63.

IMPERTAL ATRWAYS, LIMITED—

Question re the ——.  61-62
IMPORT(S)—

Question re —— of Australian wheat. 74, 220.
INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL—

- See “ Indian ———- " under ““ Bill(s) .

INDIANS—

Question re—

Education of —— in England. 37.

Number of Europeans and —— employed as Managers in the coal mines
owned and managed by the State Railways, etc. -4,

Number of Europeans and —— employed as Medical Officers-on the,
State Railways. 4.

Training of —— in banking. 14.
INDIAN COMPANIES ACT—
See ““ Act(s) ”.
INDIAN FINANCE BILL—
See “ Bill(s) ”". '
INDIAN -INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL—
See “ Bill(s) .
INDIAN INSURANCE COMPANIES BILL—
See * Bill(s) "
INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE—
Question re temporary Indian Officers of the ——. 17-19.
INDIAN MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) BILL -~
See “ Bill(s) ”.
INDIAN MINES ACT—
See ¢ Act(s) .
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INDIAN MINES (AMENDMENT) BILL—
See “ Bili(s) .
INDIAN SCHOOL OF MINES, DHANBAD-

Question re Professor of Geology in the Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad.
38-39,

INDIAN SECURITIES (AMENDMENT) BILL -
See “ Bill(s) .

INDIAN STATUTORY COMMISSION- -

Motion re election of Members of the Council of State to sit with the ——.
135-182.

Nominations for election of Members of the Council of State to the Central
Committee to sit with the - —--. 198-199.

Procedure for the election of Members of the (entral Committee to sit with
the — . 214-15.

INDIAN SUCCESSION (AMENDMENT) BILL—
See “ Bill(s) .

INDIAN SUCCESSION (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL -
See “ Bill(s) .

INDIAN TARIFF (AMENDMENT) BILL-—
See ““ Bill(s) .

INDIAN TERRITORTAL FORCE (AMENDMENT) BILL--
See *“ Bill(s) ™.

INDIAN TRADE MISSION. -
Question re Report of the —— . 13-14,

INDIAN TRADE UNTONS ACT- -

* See © Act(x) 7.

INDIAN TRADE UNIONS (AMENDMENT) BILI, -
See “ Bill(s) ™.

INLAND BONDED WAREHOUSES (AMENDMENT) BILL -
See “ Bill(s) ”.

INSPECTORS OF POST OFFICES—

Question re—

Permanent qun —— attached to first class Head Post Offices in the
Bengal Circle, etc.  185-87.

Town —— in Calcutta. 186-87.
INSURANCE COMPANIES BILL—
See “ Indian —— " under “ Bill(s) .
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ISSURDI:PABNA-SADHUGANJ RAILWAY—
See “ Railway(s) ”.

JAFFER, THE HONOURABLE SIR EBRAHIM—

Expressions of regret by —— on the death of the late Sir Alexander
Muddiman. 28-29. ‘

Nomination of -—— as a Member of the Committee on Petitions. 2.
Question re—
Contractors of the Supply and Transport Department. 189.

Increase of the grant to Princess Rounac Zamani Begum, grand-
daughter of the ex-King of Delhi. 190-91.

Qualifications required for the registration of meat contractors by the
Assistant Director of Supplies and Transport, Bombay. 189.

Tenders for the supply of beef and mutton for troops in the Bombay
district.  189-90.

Tomb of the ez-King Bahadur Shah of Delhi at Rangoon. 190.
JAGAT NARAYAN LAL, BABU—

Question re remarks made by the Chief Justice of the Patna High Courtina
case against ——, M.A., LL.B.,, M.L.C. 191

JAMSHEDPUR—
Question re—

Depreciation written off the purchase price of the Peninsular Locomo-

tive Works at ——. 20.
Manufacture of underframes at the Peninsular Locomotive Works at ——.
21.

JOINT COMMITTEE(S)—
See “ Ruling(s) .
JONES, MR.—

Question re report of —— , regarding educational facilities afforded to the
children of employees of the State Railways. 40.

JUDICIAL AND EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONS—
24.

K
KHAPARDE, THE HONOURABLE MR. G.S5.—
Hindu Law of Inheritance (Amendment) Bill—
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 131-32,138.
Consideration of clause 2. 224-25, 228,

Question re separation of
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KHAPARDE, THE HONOURABLE Mr. G. S.—contd.
Motion re election of Members of the Council of State to sit with the
Indian Statutory Commission. 149, 158-61.
Question re number of post offices in an inspector’s sub-division in the
Central Circle. 26.
Resolution re—
Revision of the time tests in the post office. 105-06, 107.

N

The Report of the Agricultural Commission. 103.

KHARAGPUR—
Question re—
Prevention of the recurrence of Hindu-Moslem riots at —- . 22-23.
Provision of an intermediate class ladies’ waiting room at —- . 21
L
"LABOUR—
Question re regulations under which —-— empolyed on the Assam tea gar
dens is recruited. 61.
" LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY---
Question re---
Extr&pts in the “ Memorial to the Members of the Indian- - - in Ses-
gion ,” which appeared in the Forward, dated the 17th February,

1925.  39.
Fate of Bills passed by the —— in the Council of State. 7-12.
See ““ Ruling(s) ”.
LILLOOAH—
Question re recent strike at
" LOANS—

Question re raised by the Government of India and Provincial Gov-
ernments. 59.

and Howrah. 12-13,

"LOCOMOTIVES—
Question re orders for ——, wagons and spare parts placed on behalf of the
Railway Board in the United Kingdom and on the Continent of
Europe. 63.

M
MACMILLAN, THE HONOURABLE MR. A. M.—
QOath of Office. 1.
- MADRAS BEACH— ‘

Question re doubling of the railway line from —— to T
~South Indian Railway. 16-17. hambaram on the

..
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MADRAS SALT (AMENDMENT) BILL—
See “ Bill(s).”

MAHENDRA PRASAD, THE HONOURABLE MR.—
Hindu Law of Inheritance (Amendment) Bill—
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 131.

Consideration of clause 2. 227, 229.

Consideration of clause 1. 232,

Motion re election of Members of the Council of State to sit with the Indianx
Statutory Commission. 144, 149, 150, 153.

Question re—
Grant of conveyance allowance to clerks of the Government of India
not provided with quarters in New Delhi. 195-96.
Remarks contained in a recent judgment of the Chief Justice of the
Patna High Court regarding the giving of false evidence. 191.

Remarks made by the Chief Justice of the Patna High Court in a case
against Babu Jagat Narayan Lal, M.A,, LL.B., ML.C. 191

Scholarships for training of candidates for the Archzological Service.

217-18.
Resolution re the Report of the Agricultural Commission. 99.
MAILS—
Question re contract for the carriage of —— between England and India.

with the P. & O. Steam Navigation Company. 68.
MANMOHANDAS RAMJI, THE HONOURABLE SIR—
Nomination of —— as a member of the Committee on Petitions. 2.

Question re loans raised by the Government of India and Provincial
Governments. 59.

MAQBUL HUSAIN, THE HONOURABLE KHAN BAHADUR SHEIKH—
Qath of Office. 1. .
MATCH INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL—
See  Bill(s).”
MATHUR, MR.—

Question re appointment of —— as Sub-Divisional Officer, 6th Division,
Delhi. 84-85.

MEAT CONTRACTORS—

Question re qualifications require(i for the registration of —— by the
Assistant Director of Supplies and Transport, Bombay. 189,

MEDICAL OFFICER, STATE RAILWAYS—
Question re number of Europeans and Indians employed as — .
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MEMORIAL(S)—
Question re—
Extracts in the “ —— to the Members of the Indian Legislative

Assembly in Session,” which appeared in the Forward, dated the
17th February 1925. 39.

—_of the staff of the office of the Controller of Printing and Stationery.

35-36.
MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) BILL—
See “ Indian —— 7 under “ Bill(s) .
MESSAGE—

— from His BExcellency the Governor General nominating Members of
the Council of State to be on the Panel of Chairmen. 1.

MIDNAPORE—
Question re raising of the platform at-—— on the Bengal Nagpur Railway,
etc. 191-92.

MIDNAPORE DISTRICT—
Question re opening of a post office in Ajoya, Thana Khejri in the-——
24-25.
MILITARY DEPART MENT -

Question 7e taking over of block No. 8 on the Back Bay Reclamation,
Bombay, by the Government of Bombay on behalf of the  —-. 62.

MINES—
Question 7e¢ number of Europeans and Indians employed as Managers in
the coal —— owned and managed by the State Railways, ete.  3-4.

MINES ACT—
See *“ Indian » under “ Act(s) 7.
MINES (AMENDMENT) BILL—
See < Indian ~—— ~ under © Bill(s)
MINISTERIAL STAFF-—

Question re recruitment of the ——- of the Government of India Secre-
tariat through the Public Service Commission.  73-741.

MOOKERJEE, THE HONOURABLE SRIJUT RAMA PRASAD —
Hindu Law of Inheritance (Amendment) Bill—

b2

Motion to refer to Sclect Committee. 129-31.
Consideration of clause 2. 221-22, 228, 229-30.
Consideration of clause 1. 231.

Indian Insurance Companies Bill—
Motion to consider. 202.
Consideration of clause 12. 209,
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MOOKERJEE, THE HONOURABLE SRIJUT RAMA PRASAD-—contd.
Indian Mines (Amendment) Bill—
Consideration of clause 1. 183.

Motion 7e election of Members of the Council of State to sit with the Indian
Statutory Commission. 145, 171-76.

Oath of Office. 1.

Question re Report of Mr. Jones, regarding educational facilities afforded .
to the children of employees of the State Railways. 40.

Question (Supplementary) re reduction of telephone rates in Calcutta. 78.
Repealing and Amending Bill—
Consideration of Schedule I. 210-11.

MOTION(8)— _

—— re election of the Panel fos the Standing Committee for the Depart-
ment, of Commerce. 184.

—— re election of Members of the Council of State to sit with the Indian
Statutory Commission. 135-182.

MUDDIMAN, THE LATE SIR ALEXANDER—
Expressions of regret on the death of — . 26-31.

MUKHERJEE, THE HONOURABLE SRIJUT LOKENATH—

Question re —
Absence of Indians in the superior staff of the Security Printing Press,
Nasik. 77. ‘

Appointment of Assistant Superintendents of the Geological Survey of
India made during the last two years. 36.

Appointments of Assistant Superintendents of the Geological Survey of
India made in 1926. 36-37.

Collieries owned by the East Indian Railway, etc. 76-77.

Education of Indians in England. 37.

Employment of Indians in the superior services of the Calcutta Port

. Trust. 79-80.

European Asgistant Superintendents of the Geological Survey of India
possessing the Degree of a Doctor. 37.

Expenditure incurred on obtaining opinions from Paleontological
experts in Europe. 37.

Extracts in the « Memorial to the Members of the Indian Legislative
Assembly in Session,” which appeared in the Forward, dated the
17th February 1925. 39.

Fares between Sealdah and Belghurriah railway stations on the Eastern
Bengal Railway. 80-81.

M78CS
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MUKHERJEE, THE HONOURABLE SRIJUT LOKENATH-—contd.
Question re—contd.

Overworked staff in the Postal Savings Bank Department of the General
Post Office, Calcutta. 76.

Professor of Geology in the Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad. 38-39.

Promotion from the subordinate service to appointments of Assistant
Superintendents of the Geological Survey of India, 38

Reduction of telephone rates in Calcutta. 77-78.

Teansfer of clerks from Calcutta for the Railway Clearing Accounts
Office, Delhi, etc. 75-76.

MUSLIM(S)—

Question re — .
Employment of —— as clerks in the Health Office, New Delhi.  87.

Number of —— and Non gazetted  engineers, province by pro-
vince. 194.
Qualified candidates for the post of engineers in the Public Works

Department, Delhi. 84.

Stoppage of the recruitment of —— to the office of the Commissioner of
the Northern India Salt Revenue Department, ete.  87-88.
MUTTON—

Question re tenders for the supply of beef and —— for troops in the
Bombay district. 189-90.

N
NASIK-—
Question re absence of Indians in the superior staff of the Security Print-
ing Press, -—— . TT. .
NEPOTISM—

Question re alleged —— in the Public Works Department, Delhi.  89.
NEW DELHI—
Question re —

Allegations against Bije Singh, sanitary darogha in the Health Depart-
ment, — . 8b.

Attraction of private capital for putting up buildings in - —-. 68.
Cracks in the new Secretariat and other buildings in ——~. 195.
Dismissal of Ganda Singh, sanitary jamadar, —--. 85,
Employment of Muslim clerks in the Health Office, - -—— . 87.

Grant of conveyance allowance to clerks of the Government of India
not provided with quarters in — . 195-96.

Materials for Government House, —- . 87,
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NEW INDIA—
Question re supply of advance copies of all Government publications
to ——. 4. : :

NEW ZEALAND FOREST COMPANIES—

Question re amount of capital attracted from India for South African
Orange Farms and —— . 63.

NORTHERN INDIA SALT REVENUE DEPARTMENT— .
Question re stoppage of the recruitment of Muslims to the office of the
Commissioner of the —— , etc. 87-88. b
0
OATH OF OFFICE—
Clow, The Honourable Mr. Andrew Gourlay. 1.
Glancy, the Honourable Mr. Bertrand James. 1.
Harper, the Honourable Mr. Kenneth Brand. 1.
Hayat Khan, the Honourable Nawab Malik Muhammad. 1.
Macmillan, the Honourable Mr. Archibald Morven. 1.
Maqgbul Husain, the Honourable Khan Bahadur Sheikh. 1.
Mookerjee, the Honourable Srijut Rama Prasad. 1.
Thompson, the Honourable Sir John Perronet. 1.
OIL COMPANIES—

Question re safeguards recommended by the Tariff Board against the fix-

ing of monopolistic charges by agreements between various —— .
65.

OIL INDUSTRY—
Question re report of the Tariff Board on the —. 5.

P
PALZONTOLOGICAL EXPERTS—
Question re expenditure incurred on obtaining opinions from —— in
Europe. 37.
PANEL OF CHAIRMEN—

Message from His Excellency the Governor General nominating Members
of the Council of State to be on the — . 1.

PAPER—
Question re —

Amount of customs revenue derived from —— and printing ink during,
the year 1927-28. 62.

Reduction or abolition of the customs duty on —— and printing ink
219-20.

PARLIAMENT—

Question ¢ Bill before —— regarding the amendment of the constitution
of the High Courts. 6.

\
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PASSENGERS—
Question re construction of waiting rooms for female —— and shed for
other —— at Faridpur station. 6.
PASSPORTS—
Question re relaxation of the existing regulations regarding —— in India.
219.
PASSPORT REGULATIONS—
Question re exemption of immigrants to India from the —— . 63.

PATNA HIGH COURT—
Question re -—

Remarks contained in a recent judgment of the Chief Justice of the
Patna High Court regarding the giving of false evidence. 191.

Remarks made by the Chief Justice of the —— in a case against Babu
Jagat Narayan Lal, M.A.,, LL.B,, ML.C. 191
PAY—
Question re —

— and allowances of the task work delivery peous of the head tele-
graph office at Allahabad. 218-19.

——of High Court Judges. 23.
Qeales of —— of clerks in certain specified offices in Caloutta. 35.

P. & O. STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY—
Question re contract for the carriage of mails between England and Indis
with the —— . 68.

PENINSULAR LOCOMOTIVE WORKS—
Question re —

Depreciation written off the purchase price of the —— at J amshedpur.
20.

Manufacture of underframes at the —— at Jamshedpur. 21.

PEONS—

Question re %f,y and allowances of the task work delivery —— of the head
telegraph office at Allahabad. 218-19.

PLATFORM—

¢ Question re raising of the —— at Midnapore on the Bengal Nagpur Rail-
way, etc. 191-92.

POLITICAL DETENUS—
Question re —. 4.
PORT(S)—

Question re total value of exports duringthe last five years from the
different —— of Bengal and Assam, etc. 15-16.
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POSTAL OFFICIALS—

Question re examination for the promotion of — . 15.
POSTAL RUNNERS—

Question re boat hire granted to —— during the rainy season. 15,
POSTAL SAVINGS BANK DEPARTMENT—

Question re overworked staff in the —— of the General Post Office,

Calcutta. 76.
POST OFFICE(S)—

~ Question re —

Number of —— in an inspector’s sub-division in the Central Circle.,
26.

Opening of a —— in Ajoya, Thana Khejri, in the Midnapore district.
24-25.

Permanent Town Inspectors of attached to first class Head —in

the Bengal Circle, ete. 135-87.
Town Inspectors of —— in Calcutta. 186-87.

Resolution re revision of the time tests in the ——.  105-09.
POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF—
Question re —
Location in a separate building of the Wireless Branch of the office of

the —— . 192

Location in Simla during the winter months of the Wireless Branch of
the office of the —— . 193.

Position of the Office of the —— . 192-93.

Refusal to grant to 17 clerks of the non-migratory portion of the office
of the of the concessions granted in connection with the
transfer of the headquarters from Calcutta to Delhi. 193.

PRESIDENT, THE HONOURABLE THE—
Congratulations by —— to the Honourable Sardar Bahadur Shivdev
Singh Uberoi. 32
Expressions of regret by —— on the death of the late Sir Alexander
Muddiman. 30-31.
PRINTING AND STATIONERY, CONTROLLER OF—
Question re memorial of the staff of the office of the —— . 35-36.
PRINTING INK—
Question re —

Amount of customs revenue derived from paper and —— during the
year 1927-28. 62. '

Reduction or abolition of the customs duty on paper and —— . 219-
20.
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PROFESSOR OF GEOLOGY—
Question r¢ — in the Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad. 38-39.

PROTECTION—

Question re — of the wire nail industry. 926.
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS--
Question re loans raised by the Government of India and —— . b9.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION—

Question re recruitment of the ministerial staff of the Government of
India Secretariat through the -— . 73-74.

‘PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, DELHI--

Question re —

Alleged nepotism in the ——. 89.
Dismissal of Abdul Rahman, loco fitter, —— . 82-83.
Eligibility of Pandit Udho Ram, Sub-Divisional Officer, —— , for the

rank of Assistant Engineer or Executive Engineer. 194-95.

Employment of Babu Rup Narain, as Superintendent, W-1I1 Section,
Central Office. — . 87.

Employment of temporary subordinates in the —-— . 8%

Entertainment of the sons of certain Executive Engineers in the —
after their return from England. 86.

Payment of the bills of contractors by the — . 195.

Permanent cadre of the —— . 86. '

Promotion of subordinates of the — to the posts of Executive En-
gineers or Assistant Engineers. 83.

Qualified Muslim candidates for the posts of engineers in the —— .

' 84.

Technical and educational qualifications of Babu Durga Das of the ——
86.

Technical and educational qualifications of certain employees of
the ——. 88

Q
QUARTERS—

Question re grant of conveyance allowance to clerks of the Government
of India not provided with —— in New Delbi. 195-96.

‘ R
RAILWAY(S)—
.~ Aricha-Dacca—
Question re construction of the —— . 6.
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RAILWAY(S)—contd.
Bengal and North Western—

Question re discontinuance of the present line between Bakulaha and

Reote railway stations on the —-. 185.
Bengal Nagpur—
Question e raising of the platform at Midnapore on the ——, ete.
191-92. )

Eastern Bengal - -

Question re fares between Sealdah and Belghurriah railway stations

on the - —. 80-8L.
East Indian —
Question re —
Collieries owned by the —— , ete.  76-77.
Remodelling of the station at Allahabad. 218.
Issurdi-Pabna-Sadhuganj-—-
Question re the — - project. 6.
Question re —
Construction of a—— between Contai and Contai Road Station.
22.
Control exercised by the Railway Board over the stores purchased
by the different —. 67.
Policy of the Railway Board in the matter of purchasing of stores
made by the different —— . 220. ,
— — between India and Burma, 68-69.
Strikes on — . 69-73.
State—

Question re —

Adoption of the system of accounts suggested in the report of Sir
Arthur Dickinson in —— workshops. 67.

Extension of workshops on——. 66.

Number of Europeans and Indians employed as Managers in the
coal mines owned and managed by the —, ete. 3-4. \

Number of Europeans and Indians employed as Medical Officers
onthe — . 4

Report of Mr. Jones, regarding educational facilities afforded to the
children of employees of the —— . 40

South Indian—
Question re doubling of the railway line from Madras Beach to Tham-
baram on the — . 16-17.
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RAILWAY BOARD—
Question re—

Control exercised by the —-— over the stores purchased by the different
railways. 67.

Orders for locomotives, wagons and spare parts placed on behalf of
the —— in the United Kingdom and on the Continent of
Europe. 63.

Policy of the --— in the matter of purchasing of stores made by the
different Railways. 220.

RAILWAY CLEARING ACCOUNTS OFFICE, DELHI--

Question re transfer of clerks from Calcutta for the - . 75-T6,
RAILWAY FREIGHT-

Question re reduction of - - on coal for internal consumption. 5.
RAILWAY LINE-

Question re doubling of the -~ from Madras Beach to Thambaram on

. the South Indian Railway. 16-17.
RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE OFFICERS -
Question re out-station allowance for - - . 1h.
RAILWAY SLEEPERS--
Question re —— . T74-75.
RAILWAY WORKSHOPS--
Question re —

Adoption of the system of accounts suggested in the report of Sir

Arthur Dickinson in State 67.
Closing of —— . 66-67.
RAINY SEASON—
Question re boat hire granted to postal runners during the —~. 15.

RAMADAS PANTULU, THE HONOURABLE MR. V.—

Expressions of regret by —— on the death of the late Sir Alexander
Muddiman. 27.

Hindu Inheritance (Removal of Disabilities) Bill—
Motion to consider. 111-112,
Hindu Law of Inheritance (Amendment) Bill—

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 123-26, 132, 133.
Motion re election of Members of the Council of State to sit with the
Indian Statutory Commission. 135-36, 140, 155-58, 161-167, 178.
Question re— ’

Permanent Town Inspectors of Post Offiees attached to first Head
Post Offices in the Bengal Circle, etc. 185-87.e ° class
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RAMADAS PANTULU, THE HONOURABLE MR. V.—contd.
Question re—contd.
Town Inspectors of Post Offices in Calcutta. 186-87.
Repealing and Amending Bill —
(onsideration of Schedule I. 211
Resolution re — _
Levy of revenue tax, cess or fee on land held in private ewnership.
49-52.
The Report of the Agriculbural Commission. 93-95.
RAMA RAU, THE HONOURABLE RAO SAHIB DR. U—
Hindu Law of Inheritance (Amendment) Bill—
Consideration of the Title and the Preamble. 233,
Motion re election of Members of the Council of State to sit with the
Indian Statutory Commission. 168-179.
Question re-
. Doubling of the railway line from Madras Beach to Thambaram on
the South Indian Railway. 16-17. ‘

Recovery from the War Office of the charges incurred in respect of the
operations in China. 20.

Settlement of the chargesincurred by the Government of India on behalf
of the War Office during the great War. 19-20.

Temporary Indian Officers of the Indian Medical Service. 17-19.
Resolution re —
Levy of revenue tax, cess or fee onland held in private ownership. 40-
43, 45, 53-5d.
The Report of the Agricultural Commission. 100.
RAMPAL SINGH, THE HONOURABLE RAJA SIR—
Nomination of ——— as a member of the Committee on Petitions. 2.
RAM SARAN DAR, THE HONOURABLE RAI BAHADUR LALA—
Hindu Inheritance (Removal of Disabilities) Bill —
Motion to consider. 111, 114.
Consideration of clause 2. 115.
Motion re election of Members of the Council of State to sit with the
Indian Statutory Commission. 179--80.
Nomination of —— as Chairman of the Committee on Petitionse 2.
Nomination of to the Panel of Chairmen. 1.

Resolution re levy of revenue tax, cess oI fee on land held in private
ownership. 48-49.
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RANGOON—
Question re—
Rate war in the charges for the transport of rice from —--and Bom-
bay. 61.

Tomb of the ez-King Bahadur Shah of Delhi at-——-. 140.
RATES ENQUIRY COMMITTEE--

Question re number of cases dealt with by the - - -since ifs establish-
ment. 64.
RATE WAR-
Question re——in the charges for the transport of rice from  Rangoon

and Bombay. 64.

RAY CHAUDHURY, THE HONOURABLE MR. KUMAR SANKAR --
Hindu Inheritance (Removal of Disabilities) Bill
Motion to consider. 111,
Consideration of clause 2. 114,

Motion re election of Members of the Council of State to sit with the
Indian Statutory Commission. 163,

Question re—

Bill before Parliament regarding the amendment of the constitution
of the High Courts. 6.

Boat hire granted to postal runners during the rainy season. 5.

Certification by the Governor General of the expenditure on the
Simon Commission. 4-5.

Construction of the Aricha-Dacca Railway. 6.

Construction of waiting rooms for female passengers and sheds for
other passengers at Faridpur station. 6.

. . \
Diversion by the Army Department of sums sanctioned in the Army
Budget from one branch of expenditure to another.  14-15.

Eradication of the water hyacinth from Bengal. Assam and Bihar and
Orissa. 4.

Examination for the promotion of postal officials. 15.

Fate of Bills passed by the Legislative Assembly in the Council of
State. 7—12. '

Firing on strikers at Bamangachi. 25.
Jmportation of artificial tea. 5.

Memorial' of the staff of the office of the Controller of Printing and
Stationery, 35-36. )

Names and qualifications of persons who constitute the Board of
Examiners under the Indian Mines Act, etc. 2-3.

»

4
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RAY CHAUDHURY, THE HONOURABLE MR. KUMAR SANKAR—
contd.

Question re— contd.
Number of certain appeals in the High Court, Calcutta. 25.
Number of Europeans and Indians employed as 'Managets in the coal
mines owned and managed by the State Railways, ete. 3-4.

Number of Europeans and Indians employed as Medical Officers on
the State Railways. 4.

Out-station allowances for Railway Mail Service officers. 15.

Political detenus. 4.

Prevention of Government servants from joining or continuing to be
members of associations seeking registration under the Indian
Trade Unions Act. 13.

Protection of the wire nail industry. 26.

Recent strike at Lillooah and Howrah.  12-13.

Reduction of railway freight on coal for internal consumption. 15.

Relief for the famine-stricken people of Bengal. 12.

Report of the Indian Trade Mission. 13-14.

Report of the Tariff Board on the oil industry. 5.

Scales of pay of clerks in certain specified offices in Calcutta. 35.

Supply of advance copies of all Government publications to the New

India. 14.
The Issurdi-Pabna-Sadhugan] Railway project. 6.
The Reserve Bank Bill. 5.

Total value of exports during the last five years from the different
ports of Bengal and Assam, etc. 15-16.
Training of Indians in banking. 14.
Resolution re alterations in the powers and procedure of the High
Courts in India. 54-55, 57.
REGULATIONS—
Question re——under which labour employed on the Assam tea gardens
is recruited. 61. .
Relaxation of the existing —— regarding passports in India. 219.
REOTE—

estion re discontinuance of the present line between Bakulaha_;.and
o —— railway stations on the Bengal and North Western Railway.

185. _
REPEALING AND AMENDING BILL—
See ¢ Bill(s) ”.
REPETITION—
See  Ruling (8) .
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REPORT(8)—
Question re —

Adoption of the system of accounts suggested in the——of Sir Arthur
Dickinson in State Railway workshops. 67.

——of Mr. Jones, regarding educational facilities afforded to the
children of employees of the State Railways. 40.

——of the Indian Trade Mission. 13-14.

——of the officer appointed to investigate the question of making
India self-supporting in the matter of salt supply. 22.

———of the Tariff Board on the oil industry. b.

i

Resolution re the— —of the Agricultural Commission. 89 - 105.
RESERVE BANK BILL—

See “ Bill(s) ”.
RESOLUTION(S)—

—— re alterations in the powers and procedure of the Higli Courts
in India. 54—b7.

——re levy of revenue tax. cess or fee on land held in private owner-
ship. 40--54.

———re revision of the time tests in the Post Office.  105—09.
——re the Report of the Agricultural Commission. 89---105.
See also “ Ruling(s) ™.
RETIREMENT—
- Question re compulsory——of High Court Judges at 60. 23.
REVENUE ACCOUNTS—

Question re separate capital and
65-66.

REVENUE TAX—-

Resoluai(()m ge levy of———cess of fee on land held in private ownership.
—54.

for Government telephone lines

RICE—

Question re rate war in the charges for the transport of——-{
and Bombay. 64. P rom Rangoon

RIOTS—
Question r~ prevention of the r i i
Kharagpur,  22.25, ecurrence of Hindu-Muslim——at
ROUNAC ZAMANI BEGUM, PRINCESS—

Question re increase of the grant to—— .
of Delhi. 190-91. & , grand daughter of the ex-King

Y
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RULING(S)—
Bill (s)—
Consideration—

Motion for circulation of a Bill, passed by the other House, not in

order. 123. :
Joint Committee—

Admissibility of a Motion for election of Members to a——where
other House has refused to appoint such a Committee (Indian
Statutory Commission). 136-37.

Legislative Assembly—
Council of State has its own rules and its own procedure and is not
bound by action of—. 137.
Repetition—
—on a Motion moved in a previous Session, in order. 140.
Resolution(s)—

Admissibility of a motion for election of Members toa J oint Committee
in pursuance of a——to that effect where other . Chamber has
refused to appoint such a Committee. (Indian Statutory Com-
mission). 136-37.

Adoption  of a—merely a recommendation to the Government.
104.

RUPEE TENDERS—

Question re resolution re—. 65.

RUP NARAIN, BABU—

Question re employment of——as Superintendent, W-III Section
Central Office, Public Works Department, Delhi. 87.

S

SALE, MR. J. L—

Question re alleged harsh treatment of his Indian staff by —, officiat-
ing Chief Engineer, Delhi, etc. 81-82. :

SALT SUPPLY— ,
Question re report of the officer appointed to investigate the question of
making India self-supporting in the matter of—. .22.

SANKARAN NAIR, THE HONOURABLE SIR—
Hindu Inheritance (Removal of Disabilities) Bill—
Motion to consider. 109-10, 112—14.
Consideration of Clause 2. 115.
Motion to pass. 116.
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SANKARAN NAIR, THE HONOURABLE SIR—contd.
Hindu Law of Inheritance (Amendment) Bill—
Motion to consider. 116-—123.
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 127-28.
Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 196-97.
Motion to consider, as amended by Select Committee. 220,

s . ,
Consideration of clause 2. 222—24 228 230,

Consideration of clause 1. 232.
Motion to pass. 233.

Resolution re levy of rev vate
revenue tax, cess or fee on L i i

: ) , Cess wid hele

ownership. 47, tin pr

SAVINGS BANK DEPARTMENT---

Quest,ion re overworked staff in the b - t e t
: bl & b YOS ta:l“ e f Ne e ”
0 ’ al e 1 of the Gen r\u.l Pos

SCHOLARSHIPS—

Question "re——for traini i :
e raining of candidates for the Archeological Ser-

SEALDAH—

Question re fares between——and Belghurri . )
Eastern Bengal Railway. 80-81? ghurrish railway stations on the

SECRETARIAT-—
Question re—

Cracks in the new——and other buildings in New Delhi. 195

Office hours in the G i
c b overnment of India——and attached offices.

SECURITIES (AMENDMENT) BILL—
See “ Indian —— ”’ under * Bill(s) .
SECURITY PRINTING PRESS, NASIK—
Question re absence of Indians in the superior staff of the
SETHNA, THE HONOURABLE SIR PHIROZE— o
Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Bill—
Motion to consider. 200,

7.

Indian Insurance Companies Bill—

Motion to consider. 204-08,

Motion re election of Members of the Council of State to sit with the -

¥ndis.m Statutory Commission. 146—49, 150, 1592
Nomination of——to the Panel of Chairmen., 1 CoT
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SETHNA, THE HONOURABLE SIR PHIROZE—contd.
Question re -
Adoption of the system of accounts suggested in the Report of Sir
Arthur Dickinson in State Railway workshops.  67.
Amendment of the Indian Companies Act. 63-64.

Amount of capital attracted from India for South African Orange Farms
and New Zealand Forest Companies. 63 '

Amount of customs revenue derivéd from paper and printing ink
during the year 1927-28. 62.

Attraction of private capital for putting up buildings in New Delhi.
68.

Closing of railway workshops. 66-67. o

Contract for the carriage of mails between England and India with the
P and O. Steam Navigation Company. 68.

Control exercised by the Railway Board over the stores purchased by
the different railways. 67.

Hxemption of immigrants to India from the passport regulations.
63.

Expenditure on the Vizagapatam Harbour. 73.

Extension of workshops on State Railways. 66.

Financial commitments in respect of civil aviation, 6.

Import of Australian wheat. 74, 220.

Number of cases dealt with by the Rates Enquiry Committee since
its establishment. 64.

Orders for locomotives, Wagons and spare parts placed on bghalf
of the Railway Board in the United Kingdom and on the Continent

of Europe. 63. .
Policy of the Railway Board in the matter of purchasing of stores made
by the different Railways. 220.

Publication at the beginning of every month of the figure indicat.ing the
Ways and Means position of the Government of India, ete.

60-61.
Railway between India and Burma. 68-69.
Railway sleepers. 74-15.
Rate war in the charges for the transport of rice from Rangoon and
Bombay. 64. '
Reconunéndations of the Cinema Committee. 67.

Recruitment of the ministerial stafl of the Gov.en‘lment of India
Secretariat through the Public Service Commssion. 73-74.
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SETHNA, THE HONOURABLE SIR PHIROZE-—concld.
Question re —contd.

Reduction or abolition of the customs duty on paper and printing ink.
219-20.

Regulations under which labour employed on the Assam tea gardens
is recruited. 61.

TRelaxation of the existing regulations regarding passports in [ndia.
219.

Resolution re rupee tenders. 65.

Safeguards recommended by the Tariff Board against the fixing
of monopolistic charges by agreements between various oil com-
panies. 65.

Sale of silver by the Government of India from Ist April 1927 to 30th
June 1928. 59-60.

Separate capital and revenue accounts for Government telephone
lines. 65-66.

Strikes on railways. 69-73.

Taking over of block No. 8 on the Back Bay Reclamation, Bombay,
by the Government of Bombay on behalf of the Military Depart-
ment. 62

Taxation of brass and aluminium ingots and sheets. 66.

The Imperial Airways, Limited. 61-62.

Resolution re the Report of the Agricultural Commission. 89-93,
99, 103-04.
SHEDS—

Question e construction of waiting rooms for female passengers and ——
for other passengers at Faridpur station. 6.

SILVER—

" Question re sale of —— Dby the Government of India from Ist April
1927 to 30th June 1928. 59-60.

SIMLA.—

Question re location in —— during the winter months of the Wircless
Branch of the office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs.
193.

SIMON COMMISSION—

Question re Certification by the Governor General of the expenditure
on the ——. 4-5.

SINGH, THE HONOURABLE MAHARAJADHIRAJA 8 1S H-
WARA, —, OF DARBHANGA - IR RAMESI

Hindu Inheritance {Removal of Disabilities) Bill---
Motion to consider. 110-111,

| INDEX 7O COUNOIL OF STATE DEBATES. pre
SINHA, THE HONOURABLE MR, ANUGRAHA NARAIN— D

Question re discontinuance of the present line between Bakulaha and
. Reote railway stations on the Bengal and North Western Rail-
way. 185. S .
SLEEPERS—
Question re railway. T74-7D.
SOUTH AFRICAN ORANGE FARMS—

Question re amount. of capital attracted from India ‘fOI'-—‘—‘—’and‘:‘New_
Zealand Forest Companies. 63. ' o

SOUTH INDIAN RAILWAY—
See “ Railway(s) .”
STANDING COMMITTEE(S)—
Election to the Panel for the —— for the Department of Commerce.

P e

198.
Motion 7e election of a Panel for the —— for the Department of Com-
merce. 184.

STATEMENT OF BUSINESS-- ‘
——by the Honourable Khan Bahadur Sir Muhammad H'Bbibullah.
57-58, 184. ‘
STATE RAILWAYS—
See * Railway(s) ”.—
STEEL INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL—
See “ Bill(s) ”.—
STORB®—

Question re—
Control exercised by the Railway Board over the —— purchased by
the different railways. 67. o
Policy of the Railway Board in the matter of purchasing of — made
by the different Railways. 220.

STRIKERS—
Question re firing on —— at Bamangachi. 2.
ATRIKE(S)—
Question re —
Recent —— at Lillooah and Howrah. 12-13.

——— on railways. 69-73.

SUBORDINATES—

Question r¢ promotion of — of
to the posts of Executive E

the Public Works Department, Delhi,
ngineers or Assistant Engineers. 83,
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SUBORDINATE SERVICE(S)—

Question re promotions from the ——- to appointments of Asastant

Superintendents of the Geological Survey of India. 38
SUCCESSION (AMENDMENT) BILL- -
See  Indian —— ” under “ Bill(s) ”.
SUCCESSION (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL--
- Bee Indian - —— " under “ Bill(s) .
SUHRAWARDY, THE HONOURABLE Mg, MAHMOOD -~
Question 7e —

Allegations against Bije Singh, sanitary darogha in the Health Depart-
ment, New Delhi. 85,

Alleged harsh treatment of his Indian staff by Mr. J. L. Sale, Officiat-
ing Chief Engineer, Delhi, ete. 81-82.

Alleged nepotism in the Public Works Department, Delhi. 89

Appointm_ent of Mr. Mathur as Sub-divisional Oflicer, 6th Division,
Delhi. 84-85. '

Compulsory retirement of High Court J udges at 60.  23.

Construction of a railway between Comtai and Contai Road station.
29, '

1 ¥ 13 Joap H . . . .

Cracl;zsm the Now Sasrotawise and othar buildings in New Delhi.

Dismissal of Abdul Rahman, loco fitter, Public Works Department,
Delhi. 82-83.

Dismissal of Ganda Singh, sanitary jamadar, New Delhi. 8.

Eligibility of Pandit Udho Ram, Sub-Divisional Officer, Public Works
Del.)artmenp, Delhi, for the rank of Assistant Engineer or fixe-
cutive Engineer. 194-195. )

Employment of Babu Rup Narain as Superi Ject
ip N Superintendent, W-JIT  Section,
Central Office, Public Works Department, Delbi.  87. (

Employment of Muslim clerks in the Health Office, New Delhi,  87.

Employment of tem B i ; \ :
ment, D:lhi,e S}i(.)rary ubordinates in the Public Works Depart-

Ente%amment of the sons of certain Executive Kngineers in the Public
orks Department, Delhi, after their return from Kngland. 86

Establishment of a Supreme Court in India, 23,

Location in a separate building of tl i 1
' g e Wireless Brancl Office
of the Director General of Posts and ']‘elegrn,p}w._L l]“));f the

Locationin Simla during tlie winter months of the Wireless Branch of

the Office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 193
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SUHRAWARDY, THE HONOURABLE MR. MAHMOOD—contd.

Question re—
Materials for Government House, New Delhi. 87.
Number of Muslim and Non-Muslim gazetted engineers, province by
province. 194.
Office hours in the Government of India Secretariat and attached
Offices. 192 o
Opening of a post office in Ajoys, Thana Khejri in the Miduapore
District. 24-25.
Pay of High Court Judges. 23.
Payment of the bills of contractors by the Public Works Department,
Delhi.  195.
Permanent cadre of the Public Works Department, Delh. 86.
Position of Director General, Posts and Telegraphs’ Office. 192-93.

Preferential treatment to candidates for civil employ on the score of
war services. 83.

Prevention of the recurrence of Hindu-Moslem riots at Kharagpur.
22-23.

Promotion of subordinates of the Public Works Department, Delhi,
to the posts of Executive Engineers or Assistant Engineers. 83.

Provision of an intermediate class ladies’ waiting room at Adra. 21.

Provision of an intermediate class ladies’ waiting room ab Kharagpur:
21. -

Qualifications for the post of an engineer. 83.

Qualified Muslim candidates for the posts of
Works Department, Delhi. 84.

Raising of the platform at Midnapore on the Bengal Nagpur Railway,

ete. 191-92. )
Refusal to grant to 17 clerks of the non-migratory portion of’ the office

of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs of the concessions
granted in connection with the transfer of the headquarters from

Calcutta to Delhi. 193.
Report of the officer appointed to investigate the question of making

India self-supporting in the matter of salt supply. 22.
Separation of J udicial and Executive functions. 24.
Shortage of bricks 1n the 8th Project Division, Delhi. 87.

uitment of Muslims to the office of the Commis-
orthern India Salt Revenue Department, ete.

engineers in the Public

Stoppage of the recr
sioner of the N
87-88.

Technical and educational qualifications of Babu Durga Das of the
Public Works Department, Delhi.  86.

Technical and educational qualifications of certain employees of the
Public Works Department, Delhi. 88.

S
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SUPPLIES AND TRANSPORT, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF, BOMBAY.—

Question re qualifications required for the registration of meat contractors
by the —. 189.

SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT—
Question re contractors of the ——. 189.

SUPREME COURT—
Question re establishment of 8 —— in India. 23.

T

TARIFF BILL—
See “ Indian —— ” under “ Bill(s) .
TARIFF BOARD—
Question re—
Report of the —— on the oil industry. 5.

Safeguards recommended by the - - against the fixing of monopo
listic charges by agreements between various oil companies. 65.

TASK WORK DELIVERY PEONS-

Question re pay and allowances of the - of the head telegraph office
at Allahabad. 218-19.

TEA—
Question re importation of artificial ——- 5.
TEA GARDENS—
Question re regulations under which labour employed on the - in

Assam is recruited. 61.

TECHNICAL QUALIFICATIONS—
Question re—

Educational and —— of Babu Durga Das of the Public Works Depart-
ment, Delhi. 86.

Educational &}Id —— of certain employees of the Public Works Depart-
ment, Delhi. 88,

TELEGRAPH OFFICE, ALLAHABAD—

Questic;:le;; pay .311(211;{1201?;‘1“098 of the task work delivery peons of the

TELEPHONE LINES—

Q“esmgg aesseparate capital and revenue accounts for Government

TELEPHONE RATES—
Question re reduction of —— in Calcutta. 77-78.

-

" UBEROI, THE HONOURABLE SARDA

INDEX TO COUNCIL OF STATE DEBATES. 47

TENDER(S)—
Question re —— for the supply of beef and mutton for troops in the
Bombay District. 189-90. :
TERRITORIAL FORCE (AMENDMENT) BILL—
See * Indian —— " under “ Bill(s) ”.
THAMBARAM—

Question re doubling of the railway line from Madras beach to —— on the
South Indian Railway. 16-17.

THOMPSON, THE HONOURABLE SIR JOHN—
Expressions of regret by —— on the death of the late Sir Alexander
Muddiman. 29-30.
Oath of Office. 1.

TIME TESTS-—-
Resolution e revision of the —— in the post office. 105--09.

TOMB--
Question re —  of the ex-King Bahadur Shah of Delhi in Rangoon. 190,

TRADE UNIONS ACT—
See  Indian —— "’ under " Act(s) .
TRADE UNIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL—
See ** Indian —— ” under “ Bill(s) .
TROOPS—

Question re tenders for the supply of beef and mutton for —— in the
Bombay District. 189-90. ‘

U
R BAHADUR SHIV DEV SINGH—

Congratulations by the Honourable the President to —— . 32-33.
Motion re election of Members of the Council of State to sit with the
Indian Statutory Commission. 152-55, 166.
Reply by the -— to the congratulations of the Honourable the Presi-
dent. 32-33.
Resolution re levy of r
ship. 52-53.
UDHO RAM, PANDIT—
Question re cligibility
Department, Delhi,
Engincer. 194-95.

UMAR HAYAT KHAN, THE
Hindu Law of Inheritance (Amendment) Bill —.
clause 2. 22b.

evenue tax, cess or fee on land held in private owner-
of —, Sub-Divisional Officer, Public Works
for the rank of Assistant Engineer or Executive

HONOURABLE COLONEL NAWAB SIR—
Consideration of



48 INDEX TO COUNCIL OF STATE DEBATES.

UMAR HAYAT KHAN, THE HONOURABLE COLONEL NAWARB SIR--

Motion re election of Members of the Council of State to sit with the
Indian Statutory Commission, 142-46.

Resolution re—

Levy of revenue tax, cess or fee on land held in private ownership.

47-48. .
The Report of the Agricultural Commission.  98-99.
UNDERFRAMES-
Qusstion re manufacture of - —at the Peninsular Locomotive Works

at Jamshedpur. 21.
UNITED KINGDOM---

Question re orders for .locomotivvs, wagons and spare parts placed on be-
half of the Railway Board in the - and on the Continout of
Europe. 63.

UNITED PROVINCES—

Question re revision of the list of voters of the Council of State in the

218.
\
VERNON, THE HONOURABLE MR. 1lI. A. B.--
Motion re el‘ection of Members of the Council of State to xit with the
Indian Statutory Commission. 148, 178-79.
VIZAGAPATAM HARBOUR—
| Question re expenditure on the —— ., 73,
VOTERS—
Question re revision of the list of ——of the Council of State in the
United Provinces. 218. ‘
W

WAGONS—

uesti s ive
Q on re orders for locomotives, - and spure parts pliced on hehalf

of the Rail i \ : . .
of Eeuroa;):va)(; 3.B(mrd in the United Kingdom and on the Continent

WAITING ROOMS—
Question re—

Construction o OIG
.f for .fulmlc passengers and sheds for other passen-
gers at Faridpur Station. 6.

Provision of an intermediate class ladies’ — — at Adra. 21
Provision of an intermediate class ladies’ —--- at Kharagpur. 21.

{NDEX TO COUNCIL OF STATE DEBATES. 49

" WAR OFFICE—

Question re—

Recovery from the —— of the charges incurred in respect of the
operations in China. 20.

Settlement. of the charges incurred by the Government of India on
behalf of the -—— during the Great War. 19-20.

WAR SERVICES—

Question re preferential treatment to candidates for civil employ on the
score of —— . 83.

WATER HYACINTH

Questiou re eradication of the —— from Bengal, Assam and Bihar and
Orissa. 4.

WAYS AND MEANS POSITION-—

Question re publication at the beginning of everyamonth of the figure
indicating the — — of the Government of India, etc. 60-61.

WHEAT—--
Question re import of Australian -——. T4, 220.

WINTER MONTHS. -

Question re Location in Simla during the of the Wireless Branch of
the office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 193.

WIRELESS BRANCH—

Question re— )
Location in & separate building of the —— of the office of the Director
General of Posts and Telegraphs. 192.

Location in Simla during the winter months of the — ofsthe %\
of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 193. . X,

WIRE NAIL INDUSTRY— ‘&\k
26. » %

Question re protection of the —. »
Loyt

WORKSHOPS—
h\report of Sir & 3

Question re—
Adoption of the system of accounts suggested 1

Arthur Dickinson in State Railway ——. 67. . Py
Closing of Railway —— 66-67. ey s - : '
Extension of —— on State Railways. 66. %-:’ .

Z

ZUBAIR, THE HONOURABLE SHAH MUHAMMAD— . .
Motion re election of Members of the Council of State to sit with the
Indian Statutory Commission. 144, 145. »
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