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COUNCIL OF STATE. *
Tuesday, 27th May, 1924,

The Council met in the Council Chamber at Vicer(;gal Lodge 2t Eleven
. of the Clock, and the President, the Honourable Mr, M. 8. D. Butler, C.B,,
¢ C.LE., C.V.0.,C.B.E,, was in the Chair. :

_ The Honourable the President, standing, took the Oath.

MEMBERS SWORN:

The Honourable Mr. Evelyn Robins Abbott, C.IE. (Delhi: Nominateéd
Official); the Honourable Mr. Edward Henry Berthoud, O.B.E. (Bihar and
Orissa; Nominated Official) the Honourable Khan Bahadur Shail Mirals
Vapuchi Maricayar Usman Sahib Bahadur (Madras: Muhammadan); the
Honourable the Reverend Dr. Earle Monteith Macphail, C.B.E. (Madras:
Nominated Non-Official) ; and the Honourable Major-General Robert Charles
MacWatt, C.LLE., M.B,, F.R.C.S.,, KHS.,, LMS. (Director-General, Indian

ﬁad ical Service).
'

| ANNOUNCEMENT By THE BRESIDENT OF /HI§ APPOINTMENE.

" me., o - AS PRESIDENT OF THE o00UNEIY. ]

Pax Howourapre Tee PRESIDENT: I have to announce formally

4o the Council that, in exercise of the power conferred by sub-section (2) of

gection 63A of the Government of India Act, the Governor Gencral has been.
pleased to appoint me to be President of this Council.

P e AL

I

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE PRESIDENT.

Tk Hoxourasri Dr. M1ax Sir MUHAMMAD SHAFI (Law Member) :
© §ir, this being the first sitting of the Council of State after your appomtmen? ‘
as its President, vou will, I brust, permit me, before the commencement of 't!w“
dav’s husiness, to offer to you on behalf of my Honourable Colleagues, official"
as well as non-official, as well a8 for myself, our cordial welcome to the Cl}m
of this House and to wish you all success in the performance of the re'sponslble
. duties connected with your high office. . Descendant of a highly gxf‘téd and
" cultured ‘stock you won & firat class in both parts of the Classical Tripos ansi
g&ined’t‘he rare dishinction of being elected a Fellow of your College and Presi-

ent of the Union.at Cambridge. In 1896 you entered the Indian Civil Service
(741) :
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and duiing your long and distinguished career of servic? under the Crown in this
‘court2y you came intQ close contact with people of :n! classes and creeds not
only in British India but also in Indian States and thereby obtained an intimate
knowledge of the customs, manners and aspirations of the Indian people. The
long and varied experience you have had as a District Officer, as t}le Secretary
of the Public Services Commission, and first as Deputy Secretary in the Home
Departuient and later as Secretary in the Education, Health and Lands Depart-
ment of the Government of India, has given you a deep insight into Indian
political conditions. As a District Of_ﬁcer you had, to my kr{mvledge, to dfza.l
twith some of the most delicate situations which have arisen in recent Indian
I{iiﬁ;m‘v and the remarkable tact and w1'sdo;n with which you handled‘t.he
tuats on won for you the respect and admiration of all who h.ad opportunities
zlf seeing your work on those occasions. And finally as President of the first
Punjab Legislative Council after the introduction of the Montford scheme of
forms, and as an official Member of b_oth the Councll of State and the Legisla-
:fve Ass;embly you have gained experience as well as knowledge of the work
of the Legislative Councils which, if I may say so, makes you worthy of occupy-
ing the Chair of your present office. We are confident that your remarkable
tact will enable you not only to uphold the dignity and the privileges of this
House, but will also contribute towards the promotion of that spirit of mutual
co_ope’ration and goodwill which has been a characteristic of the Council of
State ever since it came into being.
Gir. on behalf of my Honourable Colleagues I assure youof our co-operation
and asslzstance in the discharge of your responsible duties and wish you every

success.

Tug HonourapLt Sik MANECKJI DADABHOY (Central Provinces ;
General) :  Sir, on behalf of the non-official Members of this Council and 0‘
behalf of my humble self, I welcome you as the President of the Supreme
Council in the Indian Empire. Youdo not come to us as a total stranger. We
had the pride and privilege to own you some time ago as one of our Members,
and there we came to recognise your geniality of disposition, your marvellous
ability, and your desire to associate with us in all important matters with that
frankness and candour which have earned respect for you. As the Leader of
the House has pointed out, you come from & distinguished and highly talented
family. The early promise of your un}verslty career at home has .been fully
justified by your successful career in this country, where you have risen step by

tep to the highest post in the gervice of the Crown by sheer force of ability
ZDd character. You have succeeded here a great man, and the duties before
you, Sir, permit me to point out, are of an arduous character.

Sir, it is alleged sometimes that the duties of the President of the Council of
State are somewhat of a sinecure character, but it is not so. Those who have
been in this Council have learnt to recognise how difficult and arduous the

e ibilities of the President of the Council of State are, and the amount of
resléonr-‘id romptitude that are required on certain emergent occasions when
xinas Ofpa most important character are given. I have no doub't that your

eatgability and the past record of your successful career a8 President of the
‘I;’runjab Legislative Council will enab.le you to fulfil thls} great trust which His
Excellency the Viceroy has reposed in you to the entire satisfaction of the

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE PRRSIDENT. ’ 743
Members of this Council. We all congratulate you on your office, and we
assure you that you will have our full measure of co-operggion and support in
the discharge of your arduous duties. (Applause.)

Tae HoNourasrLe Dr. Sik DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY (West
Bengal: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, I have great pleasure in associating
myself with the cordial welcome extended to you and in affering you very
hearty felicitations on my own behalf and on behalf of my friends from Bengal.
It has been my privilege to know you for a long time, ever since you became
the Secretary of the Public Services Commission many years ago, and our
relations have always been cordial in any capacity that you had occasion to
fill. T hope the same cordiality will prevail in regard to the relations between
yourself and the Members of this House.

Reference has been made to the stock from which you come, and it has
been appropriately made. It was my privilege to know the stock at close
duarters in the place of their origin, and I have rarely come across a more
scholarly and at the same time a more sportsmanlike stock, distinguished by
qualities that always stand a man in good stead. The work here is difficult,
and in that difficult work, we wish you god-speed. :

Tue HonouranLe Coronen Nawas Si2 UMAR HAYAT KHAN {West
Punjab: Muhammadan): Sir, in welcoming you to the Chair and congrat-
ulating the House thereby, permit me also to congratulate you on my own
behalf as well as on behalf of the Members from the Punjab, which is your own
Province. I have had the honour of being in the district in which you were a
District Officer, and I think I can claim your friendship in a greater measure
than most of the non-officials here. I think also by my having been in the
Legislature for a longer period than others, I have got a right to get up and
offer my congratulations to you on this occasion. I hope, Sir, that the career

before you will be just as brilliant as it has been ever since you came out to
India.

Tur HoNouraBLe Sa1vip RAZA ALI (United Provinces East: Muham-
madan) : Sir, on behalf of the Members belonging to the United Provinces,
I extend a hearty welcome to you on your being selected by the Governor
General to guide our deliberations. By virtue of your broad outlook, sympa-
thetic imagination and the large experience you have had of similar duties

-a8 President of the Punjab Iegislative Council, I am sure we all feel that
you are pre-eminently fitted to discharge the duties of the President of this
‘more responsible, if I may be allowed to say so, Chamber.

Reference, Sir, has already been made to the valuable scrvices that have
been rendered to the Enipire and to the Crown by the family to which you
belong. I am sure that your own sterling merits, your vast experience, your
genial disposition, and your urbanity of manners entitle you to your being
supported by us on all occasions in full measure. As to how you will discharge,
Bir, the duties of your office, I for one have not the least doubt, for who ever

eard of a member of the distinguished Butler family being either unimagina-
t1ve or unsympathetic ? (Hear, hear). Sir, in your name you combine happily
the hames of two men who are generally respected and honoured in the Indian
Empire, I mean Montague and Butler. We alt know how much indebted we

A2
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are to that distinguished statesman who bears the name of Montagu, and
 those who have had opportunitiés of knowing Harqourt ]_3utler also kn9w

that there is scarcely a British administre_ztox: to-day in II_1d1a who can cla_lm
to be more sympathetic towards our aspirations or who is prep‘ared.t.o give
fufér play to his imagination so far 88 the claims and .nghts of Indians are
concerned. I heartily welcome you, Sir, to be our President.

Howourasre St ARTHUR FROOM (Bombay Chamber of Corn=
merc’f)n:ln Sir, I am afraid I am not in a position to relate the history of‘yo‘ﬂ\;r(‘
" Jife with the same clearness and lucidity as previous speakers have done before'

me but, as coming from Bombay, 1 too should like to join in the volumie of '

welcome already expressed to you on your occupying the Chair of the Council
of State.

i romotion of Sir Alexander Muddiman to the office of Home
Memm:ht}fi};e(!%uncﬂ has lost & President who fulfilled his office -with the-
greatest ability and also with sympathy towards the Members of this House.
We feel sure, Sir, that we shall experience the same sympathy at your hands

" and that the office will be held with equal ability by you.

ourABLE SARDAR CHARANJIT SINGH (Punjab: Nominated
Non—fgiiig)ofq Sir, on behalf of the Punjab, I associate myself with all that
has fallen from the Honourable Leader of the House an_d the other I-I_on_oumble
Members, and heartily congratulate you on your appointment as .Presxgiex}t c:f
this Council. On account of your long and honourable connection with the
Punjab, we have come to regard you as one of us, s'xnd therefore we naturally
feel grateful to His Excellency the Viceroy for selecting you for this high oﬁ‘ice.v‘
1 wish you a most successful term of office.

Tar Hovourasre Mr. G. A. NATESAN (Madras: Nominated Non-
official) :  Sir, I desire on behalf of myself and my Colleagues from Madras to
associate myself with the words of welcome with which you have been greeted
by the Honourable Leader of the House.

Tar Howourasr Mr. 8. VEDAMURTI (Burma : General): Sir, I

think that your elevation to this office has created as much jealousy among-.

the Provinces as to who is to congratulate you first as probably the scramble

for the reduction of Provincial Contributions. Coming as I do from Burma,
1 do not want to lag behind the other Prpymceg in congratulating you on ‘c}.ns .
occasion. We in Burma are not unfamiliar with the name of your family
for we have your illustrious brother as Governor of the Province. It has .
been a standing complaint that the interests of my Province are not cared for:

by the Central Government and the Central Legislature, but I dare say that
you, at any rate, will accord to us, representatives of Burma, a cor_dml hearing
in tilis House and will accord to us the same treatment as you will accord to
others in this House.

Tae HonovrapLe TaE PRESIDENT :  Sir Muhammad Shafi, I am grate-
-ful, deeply grateful, to you and to my brother Members of this Council for the

very kind way in which you have welcomed me’ this morning. It does help.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE PRESIDENT. 745

a man, when he is about to undertake new and difficult d?xt_ies, to feel that he
has behind him the support and the sympathy of those with whom he is abont
to work ; and the many letters which I have received, since my appointment
was announced, from Members of this Council, and the many kind things
which my friends have said to-day about me have encouraged me beyond
measure. I am fully aware of my own limitations, and, believe me, it was
mainly the feeling that, in coming to this House, I should come amongst friends
that emboldened me to take up the mantle of my distinguished predecessor
and to face my new responsibility. And I do feel that I have come here
amongst friends, many of them very old friends. It is 25 years ago, Sir
Muhammad Shafi, since you and I first met, when I first went as a youngster
to Lahore, and at successive periods, when I was in charge of the Lahore
¢ity and district, there was no one with whom I came into closer contact than
Yourself, and to whom I owed more for sound advice in difficult times. And,

ater on, when you were Member for Education and Health, it was my privilege
to be the Secretary in your Department, and now I feel myself fortunate that

once again we have come to co-operate together, you as Leader and I as Presi-
dent in this Council. I have many other old friends here also, one at least

older than yourself, and many others whom I have known both during my

time in the Punjab and in other provinces during my somewhat roving career,

and there are many also whose friendship I have made during the last two
years as a Member of this Council or as a Member of the other Chamber, And

I do feel what a support that is and how I may rely upon it in carrying out the
duties’ which have now been imposed upon me,

I will not detain the House further, but, before I proceed with the business
on the paper, I should just like to say. that I do realise the great part which
this Council has already played in the development of the constitution in Indis,
and the great part which it is destined to play. I do realise fully the dignity

.of this Chamber, and, so far as in me lies, 1 will stand up for its dignity and for

its rights and privileges, and for the rights and privileges of every individual
Member of this Council. And I will endeavour so to conduct myself here in
the Chair that I may prove myself worthy of the confidence reposed in me
by His Excellency the Governor General in appointing me as your President,
and of the very kindly feelings which have been expressed to-day by all present

‘on this the first occasion on which it.has been my lot to occupy the presidential

Chair.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
Warering oF THE CHANDNI CHOWK Roap, DEvLET,

198. Tre HoxouraBrk Lara SUKHBIR SINHA : Are Government aware
that the Chandni Chowk Road in Delhi is very dusty and is not sufficiently
watered 1 Will they be pleased to make an inquiry in the matter and impress
on the Municipality the necessity of sufficiently watering that road, which is
go much used by the people ? ,
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Tur HonovraBLE Stk NARASIMHA SARMA : The matter has been
brought to the notice of the Municipal Committee as desired. No previous
complaint on the subject has been received.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR A MecuanicaL or Civih ENGINEER FOR THE FOREST
REesEarcH INsTITUTE, DEERA DUN.

199. Tug Hovovzasrk Dr. fi DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY :
(@) Would the Government please state whether the following advertisement

was inserted in the © Leader ~ newspaper and others :-—

« WANTED.—A Mechanical or Civil Engineer with _two ot three yecars’ p_ra/ctical ex-
erience subsequent to graduating in the Civil Engincering class of a r('c()gr}lzed Ipdmn
%n incering College, age about 28 ycars, for appointment as Upper Grade Assistant in the
éecgtioxx of Timber-Testing, Forest Reseavch Institute, Dehra Dun.  The pay of the post
is Rs. 250 —20—550 efficiency for Rs. H70—20—750 plus a duty allowance 9f Ry, 756 per
mon‘cix. Tae «elected candidate will be on probation for three years. Ap.phca,.nts should
state mathematical and other ¢nalifications.  Applications with full testimonials should

be addressed before the Ist of February 1924.

THE PRESIDENT,
FOREST RESEARCH INSTITUTE AND COLLEGE,
DEHRA DUN.”
Dated 19th January 1924,

() Would the Government please state how wmany applications were
receivéd in response to this advertisement and lay on the table a statement of
the qualifications of the candidates who applied ?

(c) Would the Government please state who was ultimately gppointed
to the post and also state the qualifications of the selected candidate and
the reasons for his selection in preference to others ?

Tie HoNouraBLE Stk NARASIMIA SARMA (1) The reply is in the
affirmative. N '

(b) 99 applications have been received. A statement gwmg.the infor-
mation required has been prepared and is -available at my office for the
Honourable Member’s perusal. ‘

(¢) The appointment has heen given to Syefi Mohd. Hasnain whose
qualifications are stated in entry No. 84 The duties of the post being of a
subordinate character, those applicants who stlpulate:d for u‘hlgher 1.n‘1tm1. salary
than the one advertised or who, in virtue of their special qualifications or
age, were likely to expect more rapid promotion than the terms of the adver-
tisement provided for, were not considered. Of the candidates who were
otherwise eligible, Mr. Hasnain was the most suitable and was accordingly
gelected.

Firine oF THE TIME-GUN AT CALCUTTA.

900. Tar HoNouraBLE Dr. Siz DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY:
(a) Would the Government please lay on the table a statement showing the
names of places in and the authorities by which the time-gun is fired and also
state the expenses of such firing ? /

(b) Would the Government please state when and why the firing of the
time-gun at Calcutta ceased, and state the expenses that have been thereby
saved ¢

-«

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. Yy

(c) Are the Government aware that consideraple public inconvenience
has been caused by the stoppage of the firing and there is a strong public
opinion for resumption of the firing *

(d) Would the Government please lay on the table the correspondence
regarding stoppage of the firing ?

(¢) Would the Government please consider the desirability of resum-
ing early the practice of firing the time-gun at Calcutta ?

Tur HonouraBLE Mr. A. H. LEY : Sir, I have been asked to reply to
this question on behalf of His Iixcellency the Commiander-in-Chief.

(a) The statement attached to the letter which is heing laid cn the table
in reply to part (d) of the question gives the names of the jlaces at which
time-guns were fired by the local military authoritics. The cost of firing these
time-guns is estimated at Rs. 70,000 annually.

(b) The firing of the time-guns at Calcutta (Fort William) and Barrack-
pore was discontinued with effect from the Ist February 1924. The expendi-
ture saved therchy is estimated at Rs. 1,500 per annum,

(¢) Government have received no information to this effect. When
issuing their orders on the subject, however, they realised that the stoppage
of the time-gun might have the result deseribed by the Honourable Member.

(d) A copy of the letter issued by the Government of India to all Local
Governments and Administralions is laid on the table. No reply to this letter
has been received from the Government of Bengal.

(¢) The Government of India arc not prepared to resume the firing of
any of the time-guns at Calcutta at the expense of Central Revenues.

Copy of Army Department letter No, 47102-1 (Q. M. G.-11), dated the 22nd Deccmber 1923,
to all Local Governments and Administrations,

ABOLITION OF TIME-GUNS TN INDIA,

1 am directed to inform you that as the practice by which time-guns are fired daily
in & number of stations in India serves no military purpose commcensurate with the
expenditure entailed, the military authoritics desire to discontinue the practice with
effect from the Ist February 1924, A statement of the places at which time- uns are
now fired is enclosed ; at all these places, with the cxception of Dharamsaln, Kalatagh,
Pachmarhi and Shwebo, the cost of maintaining the timno-guns is borne by the Gavernrent
of India. At certain of the stations named in the list the time-gun is fired solely for the

benefit of b.th the wilitary and the civil population, cr the benefit of the civil population
alone.

2. The (Government of India realise that in some places the eficet of the decision
proposed may be to cause some inconvenience to the civil population, and if there v 1¢ any
Madras

places in which, on this ground, the Coveinment of Bonitay , ete., ete., desire tiat a
R peial 1
time-gun should be retained after the 1st February 1924, the Government of India wil
be prepared to mak» the necessary arrangement« provided that the Local Government
agree to bear all the expenditure involved in the supply of ammunition, the maintenance
and repair and the periodical examination of the gun, or that the expenditure is guirun-
teed by the Municipality orother local body interested. I am to request, thercfore, shat

11 the v ia Kxeellency ‘e .C . .
with permission of Hf ayl;:::::‘:\"cl::l,‘l;ﬁ Governor in-Couneil the Government of India may be

furnished, es soon as possible, with a list of the places at which it is dosired to rctain
time-guns on the conditions abovo stated.
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(V]

Mappas PRESIDENQY.
Bellary.
.Bollarum.
Madras (b).
Qotacamund.
Secunderabad.
St. Thomas’ Mount.
Trimulgherry.
Wellington.

BENGAL.
Barrackpore.
Darjeeling (f)-
Fort William.

Bruar AND ORISSA,
Dinapore.

; BorMa,
Mandalay.
Maymyo.
Meiktilla.
Rangoon.
Shwebo (e).
Thaystmyo.

AJMER-MERWARA.
Nasirabad.

COUNOIL OF STATE,

Present location of time-guns. .

BomsaY PRESIDENCY.
Ahmednagar.
Aurangabad.
Belgaum.

Bombay.

Deolali.

Kirkee.

Poona.

Sitabuldi (Nagpur).

" Hyderabad.
Karachi.

UNITED PROVINCES.

Agra.
Allahabad.
Bareilly.
Benares.
Cawnpore.
Chakrata (f).
Dehra Dun..
Fyzabad.
Lansdowne.
Lucknow.
Naini Tal (¢}
Ranikhet.
Roorkee.

CENTRAL PROVINCES.
Jhansi.
Jubbulpore.
Kamptee.
Neemuch.
Nowgong.
Pachmarhi (e).
Saugor.

Mhow.

N. W. F. PROVINOCE.
Abbottabad.
Attock.

Cherat.
Kohat.
Malakand.
Mardan.
Nowshera.
Peshawar.
Risalpur.
Bannu.
Dera Ismail Khan.
MYSORE.
Bangalore.

ADEN.
Aden.

Puxias.
Ambala.
Amritsar (d).
Campbelipore.
Dalhousie.
Dharamsala (c)(e).
Ferozepore.
Jhelum.
Jullundur. .
Jutogh.
Kasauli.
Lahore {Cantonment).
Multan.
Murree.
Rawalpindi.
Rawalpindi West Ridge.
Sanawar.
Sialkot.

Kalabagh (Murree Hills) (e)(g).

Assam.
Manipur.
Shillong.

BALUCHISTAN.
Fort Sandeman.
Quetta.

Devrnz.
Delhi (a).
Dethi (New Cantonment).

[27H May 1924,

ettt e

) Durin, che—éta of the Government of India at
De(lh)l. & mid-day g.ug' is fired by the battery stationed in

Camp there.
3} The mid-day gun is also fired on Sunday.
} llgly on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays.
i .

¢) Fired at m

(d) On 8nunday a morning

(&) Cost pald by private su%scriptlon.
Fired from April to October.

(g) Fired from let May to 30th September,

un for service only,
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE INDIAN BAR COMMITTEE.

201. Tue HonouraBLE Dr. S DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY :
(a) Will the Government please state if the opinions of the High Courts and
other bodies and individuals concerned have been obtained regarding the
recommendations of the Indian Bar Committee ?

(b) If s0, would the Government please lay such opinions on the table ?

(¢) Would the Government please state when Government propose to take
action on the Report ?
ok (:1) Would the Government please state what action they propose to
bake ? .

Tre HonouraBLE MRr. J. CRERAR: The Local Governments have beent
?sked to furnish the Government of India with their views as well as the views
of the High Courts, Judicial Commissioners’ Courts, and of legal associations
on the recommendations of the Indian Bar Committee. The Government of

Inii: propose to await their replies before taking any further action in the
matter,

NEw Gances CanaL.

© *202. Tae HoNouraBLE Dr. Sir DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY:
Would the Government please state what steps have been taken to ensure

free and continual flow of water of the Ganges i} iren ‘
: , according to the requirements
of the Hindu public :— 8 it e

(a) at Hardwar, and
~{b) at Narora ?

i New Ganges CaNAL.
*203. ToE HoNoOURABLE Dr. S81r DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY:

(@) Would the Government please state if any representation on behalf of the

Hindu public has been received regarding the measures proposed 0 be take
according to the Resolution of the United Provinces Government No. i‘ﬁﬁ
1-W.-IB-9N, Irrigation Branch, dated Naini Tal, the 22nd August 1923 ?

(b) Would the Government be pleased to state what steps have been taken
regarding— '

(+) the Resolution, and
(+7) the representation ?
NEw Ganges CaNAL. ‘
*204. Tre HoNouraBLE Dr. S1r DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY:

‘ is it a fact that Lord (then Sir James) Meston stated at the Conference
. held at Hardwar on the 18th and 19th December 1916 regarding the new

Ganges Canal as follows :—

(a) “ (i) a free opening will be left in the weir,which will go down
to the floor level. The opening will be so constructed that

it will give, according to the calculation of the Irrigation Branch,

& minimum discharge of 400 c. s. at the cold we@@hé{low level

of the river.”

* For Answers 4o this question ses after Question No. 207.

‘ ‘ .
L] . \
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“(v) At the Mayapur regulator, a free opening going down
to the upstream head level will be made calculated to provide
a permanent flow of 200 cusecs for the service of the Kankhal
Ghats which after leaving Kankhal will ultimately flow into
the Ganges.”

(b) “ I wish to bring to your notice that all the references to Narora
have been omitted from thix settlement, the rcason being that
the question of Narora has passed out of my hands and gone to
those of the Government of India.”

New Gances CANAL,

205, Tue Hozoveapre Da. Sik DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY:
Would Government please state what step has been taken on the basis of the
assurance of Sir James Meston in question 204 (a) !

New GanNcEs CANAL.
206. The HHoxouranriE Dr. 8tk DEVA PRASAD SARVADINIKARY :

Would the Government please state [havirg regard to the statemoent men-
tioned in question 204 (b)] whether any steps have been taken to obtain represent-
ative opinion of the Provinces affected by the flow of the Ganges, other than
the United Provinees, namely, Bihar and Bengal, regarding steps that should be
taken to ensure frec and continual flow of the water of the Ganges in the interests
of the health as well as the religious sentiment of all the Provinces concerned ?
t
New Gances CANAL.

207. Tur HovourasLe Dr. Sik DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY :
(a) Would the Government please state what steps have been taken by the
Government of India in reference to the opinion expressed by Sir James.
Meston and mentioned in question 204 (b) ?

(b) If no such steps have been taken, do the Government propose to
take any step and, if so, when and what steps ?

Tue HonouraBLr Mr. A. H. LEY :  With your permission, Sir, I pro-
pose to answer questions Nos. 202 to 207 together, as they refer to one
subject.

As regards Hardwar, a conference was held by Sir James (now Lord)
Meston at that place in December 1916, at which a number.of Ruling Chiefs
and private gentlemen repreientative of the Hindu commuanity were present.
At this conference certain arrangements were decided upon for ensuring a free
flow of water past the Hardwar Ghats, and the assurances mentioned in ques-
tion 204 («) were given. Effect has been given in full to these assurances as
well a3 to the other conclusions arrived at by the conference.

As regards Narora, at the suggestion of the Local Government, a Com-
mittee was appointed by the non-official Members of the United Provinces
Legislativa Council to examine the matter, and a.fter. a c.areful consideration
of the report of this Committee, the arrangements detailed in th_e Local Govern-
ment’s Resolution referred to in question Nq. 203 (a) were d(':mde(] upon. No
represcntation on behalf of the Hindu public relative to this Resolution has
peen received by the Goverament of India.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. . ™y

No steps have been taken by the Government of India to’obtain represent-
ative opinions from Bihar and Benge! regarding the arrangements to be made
at Narora, which appear to them to be such as should satisfy reasonablé Hindu
opinion. By the time the Gonges reaches the Bihar boundary it has received
the water of numerous tributaries. The volume passing will be no less than it
has been ever since 1878, when the Lower Ganges Canal was opened, and a pro-
portion of it will be water which has flowed uninterruptedly from the source
of the river, for which, prior to 1916, no arrangement at all was made.

SLEEPER CONTRACTS FOR THE NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY.

203. Tee HonourasLe Dr. Stk DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY :
(@) Would the Government please state whether any inquiry has been held
regarding the question of sleeper contracts for the North Western Railway,
regarding which several questions have been put in the Indian Legislative
Assembly and the Council of State ?

(b) If such inquiry has already been held, would the Government please:
state when and by whom it was held, and if any report has been received ?

(¢) Would the Government please also state if and when such report
would be published ?

Tur HoNouranre Mr. D. T. CHADWICK : In accordance with an un-
dertaking given by the Honourable the Commerce “ember in reply to
a question put by Mr. N. M. Samarth on the 23rd July i:23 in the Legislative
Assembly, the facts relating to certain contracts for slecpers made by the
North Western Railway were placed before the Central Advisory Council last
February, and the matter was remitted by them for examination by a sub-
committee of the Council. The reports of the sub-committee will be laid
before the Central Advisory Council at their next meeting.

Tue HonNouraBLE Dr. Sik DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY: A
supplementary question, Sir. Would the Government be plcased to lay the
terms of reference on the table of this Council ?

Tue HoNouraBLE Mr. D. T. CHADWICK : The proceedings of the Cen-
tral Advisory Council, as I think the Honourable Member knows, are within
the control of that Council and it is a Committee of the Council which has
made the inquiry. Iam not a Member of that Council and I do not know by
what terms the Council limited that inquiry.

" Te HonouraBLE DR. Sir DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY: An-
other supplementary question. Isthe Honourable Member in a position to tell
this House whether non-official evidence is being invited and admitted 2 If
not, why not ?

Tue HonouraBre Mr. D. T. CHADWICK: The Central Adviso

. ) ry
Council regulates its own procedure. -

SALE OF RoCK AND SAMBHAR LAKE SALT.

209. Tae Honourabre Lava SUKHBIR SINHA :  Will Government

be pleased to state the present arrangements for the sale of Rock and
Sambhar Lake salt 2 °
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Tue HoNouraBrz Mr. A. C. McWATTERS: The arrangements are
sletailed in the following notifications which have been placed in the Library :

Northern India Salt Department Nos. 2639 to 2642, dated the 2nd Novem-
ber 1923. :

PreseNT PrICE OF SALT.

210. T: & HoxouraBLE Lara SUKHBIR SINHA: Will Government
- be pleased to state why the price of salt, when it was sold by Government
agencies about a year ago, was about 18 seers per rupee and is now about
8 seers ?

Tae HoNouraBLE Mr. A. C. McWATTERS : The Government do not
anderstand to what area the Honourable Member’s figures relate or how he
_arrived at them. .

Pricesthave been falling steadily since the reduction in duty. The precise
situation in Bihar and Orissa is not quite clear and the Government have called
for further information in regard to it.

SPECULATION IN SALT.

211. Tue HonoUraBLE Lara SUKHBIR SINHA: (a) Is it a fact
that speculation in salt has followed the reduction in the salt tax from
Rs. 2-80 to Rs. 1-4-0 per maund ?

{(b) If so, what steps, if any, do Government ‘propose to take ?

Tse HoNouranLe Mr. A. C. McWATTERS: The Government are
<losely watching the movements of the price of salt. - Prices have fallen every-
where, but in Bihar and Orissa the price has recently risen again. Govern-
ment are inquiring into the reasons for this.

APPOINTMENT OF AGENTS FOR THE SALE OF SALT.

212. THE HonNourapLeE Lara SUKHBIR SINHA: Do Government
. Jropose to appoint agents in every district to sell salt at fixed rates

i * “Tae HoNouraBLE Mr. A. C. MOWATTERS : It is presumed that the
- question refers to' Northern India. -The Government of India have only
recently, after careful consideration, abandoned the agency system introduced
. in 1921, and they do not consider it desirable to revert to it unless the public
jnterest should again require it. The steps taken to increase output’ and
accelerate despatches at the sources togedher with therevival of the Calentts.
‘jmport trade having now rémoved the conditions that made profiteeririg pos-
sible, it is hoped that further interference with private enterprise will be unne-
(CEEBaTY . . ‘ ,
Howrar BRIDGE. :

'913. TuE HoNouraBLE Dr. 81k DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY:
16) Has the attention of the Government been called to a statement in the
“Preas that the sanction of the Government of India is still awaited regarding
sthe construction of the Howrah bridge, schemes for whmh. have been submitted
by the Government of Bengal to the Government of India ?

QUEATIONS 'AND ANSWERS. . 53

(b} Is'it's fact that the final scheme’ subtitted by the Govérnment of
Bengal: is® before the Goverhment of Itdia, and, if so, how long has it beets-
béforé’ the Govérnment ? ‘

(c) Would the Government please state when sanction of the scheme
is likely to be granted, and when the construction may be expected to be
begun ?

Tk HoNoURABLE DR. Mian S1R MUHAMMAD SHAFI: (a) Govern-
ment have seen statements in the sense indicated.

(b) and (c). The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the.
fact that the construction of the Bridge relates solely to the provincial trans-
ferred subject of Public Works. The Local Government was, therefore, under
no obligation to submit a scheme of construction,to the Government of India.
nor hag any such scheme been submitted.

With a view, however, to finance the construction of the proposed Bridge,.
the Local Government invited the administrative approval of the Governmenti
of India to the imposition of certain taxes, and this approval was conveyed on
the Tth January 1924. Subsequently, the Bengal Government framed a Bfll
to provide for the construction of the Bridge and submitted it for the previous:
sanction of the Governor Gencral under section 80-A (3) of the Government:
of India Act with the intimation that they proposed to introduce the Bill in:
July next. The sanction in question was communicated by the Government
of India on the 28th April. The Government have no information as to when

work on the construction of the Bridge is likely to begin. The local Couneil
has yet to pass the Bill,

. APPOINTMENT OF A DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE TO ExaMiNe THE WORKING

‘oF THE REFORMS. .

214, The Howourapie Dr. S DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY :
(a) Would the Government please state if it is a fact that a Departmental

Committee has been appointed to inquire into the question of the work of
the Reforms ? T

(b) If so, wonld the Government please state the scope of work and
constitution of the Committee ? :

(cy Would the Government please state whether non-officials have beem
or will be associated with the work of the Committee at any: stage ? -
(d) If so, at what stage will they'be so associated and for what purposes 7

Tre Honourasie Mr. J. CRERAR: (a), (), (¢c)and (d). I refer the
Honourable Member to the Communiqués issued on the 16th and 23rd instant,
copies of which are placed on the table. .

e
Press Communiqué.

A‘ somg, doubt appears to prevail regarding the precise scope of the inqﬁii"yiinq;;mal
working of the Government of India Act Which has been initiated by the Government of
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India in pursuancs of the statements made by Sir M. Hailey in the Legislative Assembly
‘on the Sth and 18th February 1924, it is announced that the terms cf the reference to the
Local Governments who were addressed in the first instance, may be summarised as
follows :—

(1) to inquire into difficulties arising from, or defects inherent in, the werking of the
Government of India Act and the Rules thereunder ; :

(2) to investigate the feasibility and desirability of securing 1emedies for such diffi-
culties or defects, consistently with the structure, policy and purpose of the
Act,

{a) by action taken under the Act and the Rules, or

() by such amendments of the Act as appcar necessary to rectify any adminis-
trative imperfections.

9. The Committee appointed by His Excellency the Viceroy have heen instructed at
the present stage to conduct inquiries into these mattels in so far as the Government of
India and the Indian Legislature are concerned and to direct their attention in the fist
instance to the legal and constitutional potentialities of the situation as distir guished from
questions of policy and expedience. They have submitted a report on the latter aspect of
the case which is now under the consideration of the Government of India.

HoMe DiPARTMLNT,

Simla, the 16th May 1924.

Press Commeuniqué.

The Covernor General in Council, with the appioval of the Secretary of State in
Council, has decided to appoint a Committec coneisting of cfficial ar.d representative non-
official members—

(1) to inquire into the difficultics arising from, or defects inherent in, the working
of the Government of India Act and the Rules thercundeor ; and

(2) to investigate the feasibility and desirability of gecuring remedies for such diffi-
culties or defects, consistent with the structure, policy and purpose of the
Act,

(@) by action taken under the Act and the Rules, or

(b) by such amendments of the Act as appeared necessary to rectify any adminis-
trative imperfections,

2. The personnel of the Committee and the date and place of sitting yvill be announced
fater. Invitations are about to be issued to certain prominent non-officials.

3. A memorandum summarising the legal and constitutional possibilities of securing
remedies for difficulties arising from or defects inherent in the working of the Government
of India Act and the Rules thereunder by action taken under the Act and Rules is being
prepared and will be communicated to the Committee for its guidance. This memorandum
will be based on the report submitted by the Committee appointed by His Excellency the
Viceroy, the personnel of which has already been announced and which has been occupied
for some time in examining the constitutional position.

4. As already announced Local Governments have been addressed on the subject and

any proposals received from Local Governments will be referred to the Committee for
examination.

- ing—
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*5. The Committee will be.empowered to receive written representatiors and if necessary
to hear oral explanations upon them. It will report to the Governor General in Council.
HoME DEPARTMENT, .
Simla, the 23rd May 1924.

Tae HonouraBLE Sarvip RAZA ALI :—Did the proposal to appoint the
Committce emanate from the Government of India or from His Majesty’s
Secretary of State for India ?

Tae HoxouvrasLe Mr. J. CRERAR: If the Honourable Member will
be good enough to refer to the Communiqués which I have quoted he will

observe that the appointment of that Committee was made by the Governor
General in Council.

Tre Honourasre Sa1vinp RAZA ALL: Will the Honourable Member be
B}eased to state whether the Committee was appointed by the Governor
eneral in Council with the previous sanction or even with the consent of the
Secretary of State for India ?
Tue HonouraBrLE Mr. J. CRERAR : Theappointment of a Committee
of this character does not require the formal sanction of the Secretary of
State.

Tur HoxouraBLE Satvip RAZA ALT: AmT totake it that such sanction
was not obtained ?

Tae HonourasLe Mr. J. CRERAR : If T understand the Honourable
Member to inquire whether the formal official sanction of the Secretary of State

was taken to the appointment of this Committee, the answer is in the negative,
but it had his approval.

CoNSUMPTION OF STEEL AND STEEL MATERIALS IN INDIA.

215, The HonourasLE DR. Stk DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY.
(a) Would the Government please lay on the table a statement showing
the quantity of steel and steel materials consumed in India during the
last three years under the various heads regarding which the Tariff Board has
made recommendations for the purpose of levying duty, recommended by it
under different heads ?

(b) Would the Government please state what has been the output by
Indian manufacturers during the last 3 years under the different heads
mentioned above, and what the increased output is likely to be as the
result of levying duty and granting of bounties and other facilities as recom-
mended by the Tariff Board ?

_ () Would the Government please lay on the table a statement of the
existing stock in India of the various articles mentioned above whether
manufactured in the country or imported from abroad ?

{d) Would the Government please lay on the table a statement show-

(4) the market price in India of the various articles mentioned
above ; and

(#) the likely market price of the same articles in India when the
proposed duties are imposed ?
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Tae Howovmistx Mr. D. T. CBADWICK: * (a) atid (b): Thé Tariff
Board have rightly only recommended protective duties on those articles of
steel which are now bing manufactured in India or are likély to be marnufactured
in the near future. It was most improbable that articles selected oft that
principle could correspond with existing heads in our statistical returns. Con-
sequently the information desired by the Honourable Member is not: directly
available.

The Tariff Board in Annexure B to their Report (see pages 142 to 163}
have analysed most carefully all the data forthcoming both of importation .
and production. I have nothing to add to their presentation of these figures.
These figures have been abstracted in the form of a statement w ch fﬁy
on the table of the House, but I would ask Honourable Meinbers whqn‘uﬁlng
those figures to pay close attention to the comments made in regard to them
by the Tariff Board. o I

(¢) The Government have no information of the existing stocks of steel.
in the country. .

(d) The Government decline to commit th.emselves {:egard.mg the present
or future market prices of all the numercus articles mentioned in the Schedule
to the Bill. The Honourable Member is in possession of the findings and
estimates of the Tariff Board.

s

Abstract of figures of import and production of certain steel articles as reyoried by the Tarff
Board.

(All figures are in thousands of Tors. References are tc pages of Tariff Beard Report.)

APPROXIMATE PRODTCTION | INDIAN RSTIMATED PRO-
InroRrTS. OF TATA IRON AND DUCTION (ride vy, 158
STEEL COMPANY, AND 159).
Articles. - : | ‘
’ ! Average of two ! !
1921-22,:1922-23, 1928-24, ' years 1921- 11923.24, ;1024-25. '1025-26. 192?10.
3, l N
Tons. l Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons, Tons, Tons. | Tous.
Structural Steel (fabricat- 05 55 71 23 00 86 100
ed). (p. 144 of Report.) (pp. 149 & 158). Vide
(p. 144 of Report). p. 168,
ltruogural Steel (unfabri- b4 60 (1]
* cated). (p. 145 of Report.) § L
. eport). I
Platey “5“.}?“’ ).. 32 | 50 53 2 . g B - 80
. 146 of Report).  |(p. 146 of Ra}gort.) ﬁa 140&‘. N ! (. 158'of Report
Black sheets .. . 83 0 53 4. Sheet Mill |3 el Bl
46 of Report).  |(p. 146 of Report.) will only be - (p. 158 of Réport.)
(3 o ready in Sep. ] 0
’ 1924. |
’ 89 | 128 | 150 (5 85 3 (- L 15
sheets . ] 5 18
@clv(uniﬁ% of Report.)  |(p. 148 of Report.) § (p. 158 of Report.)
Stesi Bars .. b .o 182 ] 18 166 20 ~ 30 45 4w
_{p. 145 of Report.)  |(P. 145 of Report.)' (pp. 140 & 168.) S (P. 158 of Report.)
Wrought Iron Bars. Average 7 Nil, E . .. .
(Commcm).f Report) (p. 148 of Report.) (p. 67). g (p. 1569 of Report.)
. 148 of Report. b S
Light rails .. .. ] Average 3 3 = 4 5 5
p. 148 of Report.)  [(p. 148 of Report.); (pp. 149, 158.) a2
Tinplate . e 26 44 44 Nit. - 21 1 R ®
(p. 147 of Report.)  |(p. 147 of Report.) (p. 123.) 5 l
ire .o .o .o 1 ] 2
(p. 147 of Report)  |(p. 147 of Report.) (p. 129) 3
Wire Nails .. . 7 )13 1 .. ® 1 2 3
(p. 147 of Report.)  |(p. 147 of Report.) (p.131.) /A
Ploks, kodalies, powrahs, vot known, Not known, Not estimated.
mamooties and hoes.  |(p. 183 of Report.) {pp. 181, 132))
(p. 133 of Report.) ‘
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CoMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL REFOMMS.

216. Tue HowourasLe Mr. PHIROZE C. SETHNA: Will Govern-
ment be pleased to state---

(@) Tf any non-officials have been associated with the Committee
on Constitutional Reforms, and, if so, the names of such non-
officials ; |

(b) if no non-officials have been so associated, the reasons there-
for ; and .

(¢) if they have addressed any circular letter to the Provincial Gov-
ernments on the subject and, if so, will they be pleased to
place it on the table ? ‘

Tere HonouraBLE MR. J. CRERAR : I refer the Honourable MemBer

to my reply to the Honourable Dr. Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary’s question
on the same subject.

LaNGUAGE OBLIGATION UNDER TANGANYIRA OrDINANCE No. 10 or 1928.

217. Tue HonouraBLE Mr. PHIROZE C. SETHNA : Have Govern-
ment received from the Honorary Secretaries of the British Indian Colonial
Merchants’ Association a representation in connection with the la
obligation as required under Tanganyiks Ordinance No. 10 of 1923 and,
if so, what action have they taken thereon? - ,

Tae HoNourasLe S;r NARASIMHA SARMA: The reply is in the
affirmative. The matter is under consideration. :

Tre HonourasLE Mr. LALUBHAI SAMALDAS: When are we going
to get the decision of the Government on the subject ?

Tee HoNouraBLE SiR NARASIMHA SARMA: I hope the Govern-
ment will be able to reach some conclusion very early.

VoTERS oN THE ELECTORAL ROLLS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

+- 218. Tae HonouraBre Mz. PHIROZE C. SETHNA: Will Govern-

meat be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing—
(a) the total number of voters in each Province entitled' to;ledt
‘ Members to the Legislative Assembly ; and R

(b) the total number of voters in each Province whoroxérblsed the
right of voting during the last elections 1 o
M45C8 - ‘ »
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Tag HoNouraBLE M. J. CRERAR: I lay on the table a statement
giving the informafion asked for.

Legislat.ve Assembly Elections.

P L D i A i Aovr e

Total number of | Total number of

. votersin the Elec- | persons who voted
; | toral Rolls for the | in contes_ted
Province. Assembly prepared constituencies at
in 1923. the General Election
1 of 1923.

Madras . 2,68,864 1,03,386
Bombay 1,45,805 52,263
Bengal 1,82,523 53,719
United Provinces 1,687,719 47,618
Punjab 64,263 35,255
Bihar and Orissa 70,729 25,224
Central Provinces 25,739 10,789
Assam 27,183 2,832
Burma 40,821 8,848
Dethi 4,240 1,266
Ajmer-Merwara 3,003 2,306

TTRANSFER OF CERTAIN TERRITORIES FROM THE UNITED PROVINCES TO BIHAR
AND Onrissa.

919. TrE HoNoURABLE Saryip RAZA ALI: (a) Is there any official
to transfer the Ghazipur, Benates, Gorakhpur, Azamgarh or Ballia
districts, in whole or in part, or any territory, from the United Provinces to
Bihar and Orissa ¢ If so, what is the territory proposed to_be transferred, how
long has the proposal been under consideration in official circles and when

did the Government of India come to know of it ?
(b) Before obtaining the ‘sanction of the Crown to any such transfer,

will the Government of India be pleased to publish their proposals for public
information and ascertain the views of the people of the territory proposed

to be transferred ?
Tae HonouraBLE Mr. J. CRERAR: The Government of India have
po information regarding any ruch proposal.

proposal

. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. . 759
NUMBER OF INDIANS KILLED AND INJURED IN THE Riots AT GEorGE Town,

BriTisHE GUIANA. .

920. Tue HonouraBLE Saryip RAZA ALI: () How many Indians
were killed and how many were injured at George Town, British Guiana,
in the riots alleged to have taken place there recently ¢ Were there any
children or women among the killed and injured, and, if so, how many ?

(b) Was any injury caused to any policemen ; if so, how many police-
men were injured and what were their injurles ?

(c) What were the grievances of the Indian and Negro labourers ?
For how many days prior to the firing had the excitement among the labourers
lasted and what were the steps, if any, taken by the Immigration Agent
General and the authorities to remove it ?

. (d) Did the authorities invite the co-operation of the East Indian Asso-
ciation in dealing with the labourers?

(e) Will Government be pleased to make a full statement on the subject ;
also to indicate, if not inexpedient, what steps they propose to take or have
taken to look after the interests of the Indian population in the Island ?

_Tue Honourapie S;ik NARASIMHA SARMA: The Government of
India have made inquiries and are expecting a reply shortly. If the
Honourable Member will repeat the question after a week, I hope to be able
to answer it.

INTRODUCTION OF POLITICAL OR ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES IN COORG.

221. Tee HownpuraBLE Sarvip RAZA ALL: (a) Have any political
or administrative changes been introduced in the Coorg Province during the
pa;t ;wo years ? If so, will Government be pleased to state their nature
and effect ?

(®) Is it true that the cost of administration exceeds the revenues
of tl}e province by a large sum ? Do Government propose to take such steps
as will tend to reduce the expenditure and at the same time satisfy the political
aspirations of the people ?

Tre HonouraBLE MR. J. CRERAR : (a) The provisions of the Govern-
ment of India Act relating to Legislative Councils of Lieutenant-Governors
have been extended to Coorg, with effect from the 28th January 1924, In
addition certain sources of revenue accruing in Coorg have been separated
from Central Revenues and allocated to the province. The exact arrange-
ments made are somewhat complicated and I would refer the Honourable
Member to the notification issued in this connection, a bound volume of
which has been placed in the Library. ) :

(b) The reply to the first part is in the negative and the second part
does not therefore arise.

Corron Crss COLLECTIONS.

@ *222. Tux HonouraBLE Mr. R. P. KARANDIKAR: (a) Is it & fact
that India has only a small margin for export of cotton fit for 20 8 counts

* For Answel: to this question—sse after Qnestion No. 228.

M45CS | u
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and upwards, while there is & very large exportable surplus varying from
one to two million bajes of the shortest stapled Indian cottons ?

(5) For the sale of the latter kind, has India been almost entirely |depen-
dent on the Japanese demand ?

(¢) Out of (actua(l cotton cess collections) Rs, 4,26,589, how much was for
cotton exported and collected under section 8 of the Indian Cotton Cess Act
of 1923 ?

(d) What quantity of the small margin referred to in (s) was exported
in the 5} months to which the collections referred to above relate %

() What quantity of the kind of large exportable surplus referred to
above was exported in the 5} months and to what countries and in what
quantities, respectively ? ‘

Dmzcror or THE RESEARCH LABORATORY UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE

‘ CeENTRAL CorroN CEss COMMITTEE.

223. Tue HowourasLe Mr. R. P. KARANDIKAR: (a) How many
applications for the post of the Director of the Research Laboratory under
the control of the Central Cotton Cess Committee were received—— '

(¢) from Indiens;and
(#2) from Europeans ?
{(b) what were the tests of qualifications ?
~ (e) What are the emoluments of this Director of the Research Labo-
xafory §
Tue HoNouraBrLe Sir NARASIMHA SARMA : With your permissio
‘Sir, I will answer questions Nos. 222 and 223 together. s

The information is being collected and will be supplied to the Honour-
able Member in due course.

ADULTERATION oF INDIAN WHEAT.

924, Tue Hovouraste Mr. R. P. KARANDIKAR: (a) Are Govern-
ment aware that Dr. Voelcker referred to the bad reputation from which
Indian wheat suffered in foreign mark¥Wt owing to mixing of ‘sand end
such inferior stuft ¢ SR B R

(b) What steps have been taken to guard agmmtml’%img?

""" 7Tgg HonoumaBLe Mr. A. H. LEY: Government have seen Dr.

Voelcker's statement in his report on the Improvement of Indisn Agricultupe -

published in 1897 to the effect that Indian wheat had acquired a name for being
* dirty ” and of being inferior to Canadian and American wheats put upon
the English market. In view of representations received on the subject,
the Government of India issued a Resolution in 1906, after con_sultmg chal
Governments and Chambers of Commerce, snnouncing that if buyers of Indian
wheat desired to obtain regular supplies of wheat containing not more than 2 per
 oent of impurities (that term covering all foreign matter other than food-grains)
themass of Indian shipments could be made on that basis. The Secretary
of State for India was, at the same time, asked to make a similar announce-
ment for the information of merchants and millers in the United Kingdoem.

L]
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As a result of this action, the Corn Trade Association in Jhe United Kingdom, -
in conjunction with the milling trade, drew up in 1907 a new form of contract
for the purchase of Indian wheat on a clean basis and increasing the penalties -
on shipments below standard. This action by the trade had a very beneficial
effect, and it is believed that the old reproach is now very largely removed.

PranT BreEDING INSTITUTE AT INDORE.

225. Tee HonourasrLe Mr. R. P. KARANDIKAR : (s) How far has
the revised scheme of the Plant Breeding Institute at Indore progressed ?

(b) What Central India States are contributing and how much, respee-
tively, annually or as & lump sum ?

(c) How is the non-recurring grant of 2 lakhs for capital expenditure
Joffered by the Cotton Committee proposed to be utilised, if not actuslly
utilised ? .
(d) Have the Government undertaken to place at the disposal of the
Institute the services of Mr. and Mrs. Howard i If so,— ,

(1) what are their respective pays;
(4) from what department are they lent or transferred ; and

(#7) have Government received a reply from the Central India States
(p- 39 Report) ? '

Tue HoNouraBLe 81k NARASIMHA SARMA : (a) The scheme for the
establishment of a Research Institute at Indore has been sanctioned, but the
actual work has had to be postponed chiefly because Mr. Howard, the Director-
elect of the Institute, has proceeded on 7 months’ leave, with effect from the
17th March 1924. ’ i

(b) Eight States in Central India have agreed to contribute Ré. 20,800
annually between them. : o ;

(c) A statement is placed on the table showing in detail the manmés fn

which the capital grant of Re. 2 lakhs offered by the Indian Central Cotton
Committee will be utilised. .

(d) Yes.
(¢) The present pay of Mr. and Mrs. Howard is as follows :-—
Rs.
Mr. Howard— '
Pay e - - 1,500 in the scale of Rs. 500—50—1,500
Pusa allowance .. 400
) 1,900
Mzxs. Howard— R
Pay .. . 1,200 in the scale of Rs. 1,000—50—1,500
Specigl pay .. 150 o
1,350
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yet been settled.
(#) From the Imperial Department of Agriculture at Pusa.

a2 e Ok

(vi%) Yes.

1. Buildings—

Laboratory . .o
Two fleldmen’s quarters

' Payment of compensation for existing build.-

ings (s.e., house for Assistant-in-Charge and

“well). ..
Cattle shed

Godowns for oil miscellaneous stores, small tools,

spare parts, eto.

2. Gas—

Plant and crection ..
Masonry for same

" Fittings and piping

3. Water—

Fittings (taps, sinks, etc.) and piping ..

. Apparatus
Books

as chaff cutters, etc.)

11. Fencing for second half of the area

12. Engine and pump for second well

13. Ploughman and watchman’s quarters

14. Seed store on Cawnpore model . .
15. Small ginning plant and building for same

. Laboratory and Library fittings and furniture ..

. Irrigation and Water-supply for Laboratory—
Engine, pump and well . .
8. Fencing for half the area only

9. Cattle .
10. Implements, sand bins, small machines (such

[27s May 1924,

The pay to be granted to them at the Indore Research Institute has not

Details of capital expenditure of the Research Institute at Indore.

Ra. Ra.

58,000
7,000
———n 65,000

10,000
3,000

4,000

10,750
1,000
1,710
—— 13,460

7,500
16,000
10,000

1,000

10,000
8,000
6,000

5,000
7,000
6,000
5,000
10,000
12,000

1,99,960
or Rs. 2 Iakhs,
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PowERS OF THE (ROVERNOR (ENERAL re RATIFICATION OR NON-RATIFICATION
oF RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY INTERNATIONAL BODIES.

226. Tee HoxouraBLE MR. R. P. KARANDIKAR : Under what law or
rules and following what procedure does the Governor General in Council
act, either in ratifying or declining ratification of Resolutions adopted by
bodies such as the International Labour Conference or the Assembly of the
League of Nations ?

Tue HonouraBLE Dr. Mian Sik MUHAMMAD SHAFI: An interna-
tional agreement cannotin the nature of things be ratified save by, or on behalf
of, the Governments of the countries which are parties to the agreement and it
is in this capacity, and not under any statutory law, that the Governor General
in Council ratifies or declines to ratify international agreements to which India
is & party. Where legislation is necessary to implement an international
greement the Government of India have consistently adopted the practice -
of submitting the question of ratification to both Chambers of the Indian Legis-
lature by moving a Resolution recommending ratification or non-ratification as
the case may be. As regards draft conventions adopted by the International
Labour Conference the Honourable Member is referred to Article 405 of the
Peace Treaty, which, however, relates to the implementing of such conventions
and not to their ratification. '

ACTION TAKEN BY THE (OVERNOR GENERAL REGARDING RESOLUTIONS IN
RESPECT OF OBSCENE PUBLICATIONS AND THE USE OF WHITE LEAD.

227, Tux HovouraBLE MR. R. P. KARANDIKAR : What action has
the Governor General taken regarding Resolutions adopted by the Legis-
lature, in respect of obscene publications as also the use of white lead ?

Tue HonoUraBLE MR. J. CRERAR: The Government of India have
intimated to the Secretary of State their agreement that the Convention
should be ratified on behalf of India, such ratification being included in a single
instrument on behalf of all parts of the Empire which are or may become parties
toit. In order to give effect to this decision an amendment of the Indian
Penal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, is, however, necessary.
The various Local Governments have been consulted on the necessary legislation
which 1t is proposed to undertake during the September Session of the Indian
Legislature. -

_ 2. The Resolution adopted by the Council of State regarding the use of
white lead in painting was forwarded to the Secretary of State for communi-
cation to the Secretary General of the League of Nations.

Names or MEMBERS or THE JoINT COMMITTEE ON THE INDIAN SUCCESSION
Biir.

228. Tre HoNouraBLE Mr. R. P. KARANDIKAR: Who are the
members of the Joint Committee to whom the Bill to consolidate the law
applicable to intestate and testamentary succession was referred by this
House on 29th February 1924 ?

Tee HonourasLe Dr. Mian Siz MUHAMMAD SHAFI: The motion
adopted by this Council on the 29th February was that “ this Council do
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recommend to. the Legielative Assembly that the Bill be referred to a Joint
Select Committee of this Council and of the Legislative Assembly, and that
the Joint Committe§ do consist of 12 Members.” No motion has yet been
made in the Legislative Assembly in pursuance of that recommendation.
Motions for the nomination of members to serve on the Joint Committee will
be made in both Chambers, if and when the recommendation made by the
Council of State is agreed to by the Legislative Assembly. :

SEPARATE SPECIFICATION OF * KHADI DUNGRI OR KHADDAR *’ IN THE MONTHLY
‘ RETURNS OF CoTTON (GoODS PRODUCED IN INDIAN MILLS.

929. Tax HoNoURABLE Mr. R. P. KARANDIKAR: Will Government
be pleased to state fully the circumstances and reasons regarding the new entry
and the insertion, in Government Notifications Nos. .(9 and 571, dated 8th
March 1924 (Cotton duties), published in Government of India Gazette,
Part I, page 195, being ‘ 9 Khadi dungri’ or ‘ Khaddar’ ? .

Tee HoNouraBLE Mg. A. H. LEY : Under the provisions of the Cotton
Duties Act, 1896 (II of 1896), millowners are required to furnish monthly
returns in prescribed forms of all cotton goods produced in Indian mills
according to certain specified headings. Recently the Bombay Millowners
Association suggested that khaddar which is now being widely produced in the
mills and was hitherto included in the heading * other sorts ’ should be shown
under a separate heading. The Government of India accepted the suggestion
after consultation with the Local Governments chiefly concerned and issued
the Notifications to which the Honourable Member refers.

ALLOCATION OF EXPENDITURE OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

230. Tae HoNourABLE MR. R. P. KARANDIKAR : Will Government
be pleased to say what is the Government of India’s attitude on the question
of allocation of expenditure of the League of Nations ?

THE HoNoURABLE DR. Mian Stk MUHAMMAD SHAFI: The Honour-
able Member is referred to the reply given by me on the 4th February last
to question* No. 51 put by the Honourable Mr. Phiroze Sethna.

InsTRUCTIONS TO INDIA'Ss DELEGATES TO THE ASSEMBLY OF THE LEAGUE OF
- NaTrons.

. ,281. Ter HoNourasLE Mr. R.P. KARANDIKAR : Will Government

~ be pleased to lay on the table the instructions or recommendations made to
His Highness the Jam Baheb of Navanagar, to Mr. Hassan Imam and to
Lord Hardinge'in connection with their character as India’s representatives,
t.e., India’s delegates to the Assembly of the League of Nations ?

Tee HonouraBLE DR. Mian Stk MUHAMMAD SHAFI: The Gov-
ernment of India issued no such instructions or recommendations, and' they
have no knowledge of any instructions or recommenuations which may have
been issued by other authority. L

PUBLICATION OF THE SPEECHES OF INDIA’S REPRESENTATIVES TO THE FOURTH
" SEsstoN OF THE LEAGUE or NaTIiONS,

232, Tug HonouraBrE Mr. R. P. KARANDIKAR : Do the annexures

1 to'8 to appendix IV (vide Government of India Gagette, 1st February 1924,

* Vide p. 47 of Council of State Debates, Vo, 1V, No. 3,

t .
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page 164 e seq) represent all that these representatives said on behalf‘of .
India to the other members ? If not, will Government be pleased to publish

- all their speeches in the Committees or the Assemblies of the League of Nations

and their communications either to the Government of India or the British
or other Governments ? '

Tue HoNouRraBLE DR. Miax S;k MUHAMMAD SHAFI: The Honour-
able Member will find a complete record of the speeches made by the delegates
of India and other countries in the * Records of the Fourth Assembly  issued
as supplements to the Official Journal of the League. These records, in so far
as they have been received to date, are available for the Honourable Memberg’
perusal in the Library where the remaining records will also be placed on their
receipt. The Government of India received no communications from the
delegates of India and are unaware of any such communications, save the .
official Report to which the Honourable Member has referred, having been .
made to the British or any other Government.

Pay or THE Crvin CrErICAL EsTABLIRHEMENT IN THE NorTH-WesT FRONTIER
ProviNCE.

233. Tee HoNoURABLE Major Nawas MUHAMMAD AKBAR KHAN':
Is it a fact that at the time of separation of the North-West Frontier Pro-
vince the Government of India and the Secretary of State had laid down a
general principle that the civil establishments (including clerical) in the new
province should receive the same rates of pay as were then in force in the
Punjab, and was this principle observed in fixing the rates of pay of civil clerical
establishments in the new province 1

Tue HoNouraBLE M. J. P. THOMPSON : So far as officers of the
Punjab Commission, the Provincial Civil Service and members of subordinate
graded services such as Tahsildars, Naib-taheildars and Munsiffs wetb con-
cerned the principle was accepted by the Government of India and &pproved

‘by the Secretary of State. In the case of clerical establishments it has also

been accepted subject to the proviso that the amount and charastér of the:
work done by the officials concerned are the same as in the Punjab.

Pay or THE CiviL CLERICAL ESTABLISHMENT IN THE NORTH-WEST FRONTIER
Province.

234. Tee HoNourABLE Major Nawas MUHAMMAD AKBAR KHAN:
Is it a fact that the Local Administration of the North-West Frontier Province
has ever since the separation been following and maintaining the Punjab
standard of efficiency and rates of pay of their civil clerical establishments %

Tue HoNouraBLE MR. J. P. THOMPSON : Consistent endeavour has
been made to keep to Punjab standards of pay and efficiency and proposals
for revision of pay in the North-West Frontier Province, including the case.
of office establishments, have been made with reference to Punjab standards. .

Plx oF THE CrviL CLERICAL ESTABLISHMENT IN THE NoRTH-WEST FRONTIER
h ~ ProvincE. :

285. Tae Honourasts Magor Nawas MUHAMMAD AKBAR KHAN:
(a) If the’.;‘eply to the two preceding questions be in the affirmative, ‘_”hT
are the civil clerical establishments in the North-West. Frontier Province
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‘being paid less pay singe October 1920 than that allowed to their colleagues in
the Punjab ?

(b) If the reply to the two preceding questions be in the negative, since
when, why and on what general principles, have the rates of pay of civil clerks
in the North-West Frontier Province been kept at a lower standard than that
sanctioned in the Punjab for the time being ?

Tae HoNoURABLE MR. J. P. THOMPSON : (a) At the time of the last
revision of pay of office establishments in the North-West Frontier  Province
in 1920 the corresponding scheme of the Punjab Government was not ready,
but the general principles of both schemes were in general harmony. It was
found, however, when the Punjab proposals took final form, that there
were considerable differences in the average rates of pay in the two provinces.
‘Fresh proposals for revision were submitted, based on the Punjab scales,

which have been held over pending the result of inquiries instituted by the Gov-

ernment of the Punjab as to the possibility of effecting reductions in the pay
of subordinate services owing to the fall in prices.
(b) Has been answered by the information already furnished.

Pay or TEE CrviL CLERICAL ESTABLISHMENT IN THE NorTte-WEST FRONTIER
Province.

936. TaE HoNouranLE Major Nawas MUHAMMAD AKBAR KHAN :
Is it a fact that the pay of civil clerks of the Irrigation Department in the
North-West Fronticr Province has been raised to the Punjab level ¢ 1f so,
why are other civil clerks serving in the same province being accorded
a differential treatment ¢

. Tur HonourasLE Mr. J. . THOMPSON :  Yes, it is a fact.

As already explained, the treatment is .ot differential, although in prac-

tice, in other establishments, differences have arisen. )

REvisioN oF Pay oF THE CiviL CLERICAL ESTABLISHMENT IN THE NorTH-
WesT FRONTIER PROVINCE.

937. Tee HonouraBLE Masor Nawar MUHAMMAD AKBAR KHAN:
Have the Government received copies of any resolutions passed by the Civilian
Clerks’ Association, North-West Frontier Province, on the subject of revision
.of pay and on other subjects concerning the civil clerks in the Province ?

If so, what action do Government proposeto take on those Resolutions ?
Tae HoNoURASLE MRr. J. P. THOMPSON : Yes.

The revision of the pay of clerical establishments in the North-West Fron
tier Province has been held over pending the result of inquiries which have
been instituted by the Punjab Government into the possibility of effecting
reductions in the pay of subordinate services owing to the fall.in prices.

DEATH OF SIR ASHUTOSH MUKHARJIL

Tur HoNouraBLE Dr. Sir DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY (West
Bengal : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, it is indeed with a heavy heart that
1 desire to mention the great loss that the country has sustained in the untime-
ly and painfully sudden death of Sir Ashutosh Mukharji, late a Judge of the
High Court and its Officiating Chief Justice for & time. He was, as Honour-

®
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able Members will remember, a member of the old Imperial Council to which
he came as a representative of the Bengal Council, where he was representing
the University of Calcutta, and from his seat on the Imperial Council he went
up to his seat on the High Court Bench which he had just recently vacated.

Three of the most important spheres of work where Sir Ashutosh Mu-
kharji was a distinguished figure were the University of Calcutta, the Imperial
Council here, and the High Court, and the record of his life during the three
periods of his connection would be the history of these three institutions. A
man of massive intellect, of wonderful power of organization, an untiring
devoted and ceaseless worker, he was a towering personality. His loss is not
only a loss to his friends and to his province, but to the whole country. When -
yesterday M_engbers of both the Houses heard the sad news, there was a con-
sensus of opinion that, as representing the people of India in the Legislature
# may be recorded in both the Houses what a great and grievous loss has been
sustained by the untimely removal of this wonderful personality. Sir, I have
}1]19 desire to detain the House at any length, because all who knew him knew
hls worth.  Suffice it to say, the whole country feels the great loss that it

as sustained and this House shares in that grief. I request you, Sir, as

President of thi : : .
of our loss. this Chamber, to communicate to his bereaved family this sense

Tur HoNourasrLe Dr. DWARKANATH MITTER (West Bengal:
rI?Ton-lv(iuhan}mac!an) : ‘SII‘, I desire to associate myself with( Dr. Sir Dgeva
rasad Sarvadhikary in the expressions of deep sorrow which the whole
(;)};mt;y_fgels at the death of Sir Ashutosh Mukharji, whom I knew since 1897
o e% I joined the Bar of the Calcutta High Court. = After a brilliant career in
y ¢ Untversity, Sir Ashutosh Mukharji was elected a Member of the Bengal
deg}slatlve Council for three continuous sessions. He was elected in 1903
uring the Government of Lord Curzon, a Member of the old Imperial Le is-,-
lative Council, and, although he was there only for a very short time, his ogut-
spoken utterances in the Council which was presided over by Lord Curzon—one
of tfile most brilliant Indian Viceroys--made a deep impression on the public
tnﬁlfl and gained for him popularity. He was soon elevated in the year 1904 in
e month of June to the position of a Judge of the Calcutta High Court which
he occupied w1th conspicuous ability for a period of nearly 20 years. As a pro-
found and erudite lawyer, his decisions will enrich the legal literature of India
;:1(_) an extent to which it has never been enriched before. But, Sir, apart from
18 work as a Judge and as & jurist of very great repute, his services to the
zﬁuse <})]f education will make him most remembered not only in Bengal but
o l:pug f:ﬂut 11;he whole of India. His ambition was to make the Calcutta
; 11ve1's1 y the centre of learr}lng which would attract to it distinguished men
of letters, not only from India but from outside India, and the present post-
gli‘;duate lecturers and readers of the University, who are drawn from
o r?rrx:nt pa.}fts of the country, from America, from Great Britain and from
e ng;, show that he realised to some extent the ambition which he enter-
Nalonds !él?.kzlg the Calcutta University approach the fame of ancient
example. Sirlr .lihutosh Mukharji was a masterful personality, and his life and
me. Sir ,t hat) i:”' serve to_msplre generations of my countrymen. Itseems to
sace of oo ; 1s only fitting and proper that this Council should send a mes-
g ndolence to his sons and other members of his family.
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Tae HoNourage Sie MANECKJI DADABHOY (Central Provinoes
General) : 8ir, I desire to associate myself in the expression of sympathy and
condolence in the loss the country has sustained in the death of Sir Ashutosh

Mukharji. Sir Ashutosh Mukharji was a great patriot and a great Indian.

Apart from his work as a lawyer in the Bengal High Court which will always
remain 8 monument of his great industry and his great juridical knowledge, the
judgments which he had from time to time pronounced will for ages to come
be regarded in this country as monuments not only of great learning but as
%orch-lights for future guidance and information. So far as his energies were
concerned, they were mainly confined to Bengal, but India, as a whole, had
also received the advantage and benefit of his knowledge, his versatile
experience and his wide information. I need only sympathise with the loss
which the country has sustained, and I sorrowfully join in the proposal te
send a message of condolence to his bereaved family.

- TuE HoNourasLe 18r PRESIDENT: The news of the death of Sir
Ashutosh Mukharji came as a great shock to all of us who knew him, and I
am sure, also to those, if there are any, who did not know him. I know that
the Council will desire that I should convey to his relatives our sympathy on

the loss of an old Member of the Imperial Legislative Council, and of suoh a
distinguished scr of India.

STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE.

Tue HonouraBLe Mr. A. H. LEY: Sir, I lay on the table a statement
in reply to the Honourable Mr. Sethna’s question on the 11th February 1924,
regarding contracts for the carriage of mails by water.

Replies to siems (b), (c) and (d) of the Honourable Mr. Phiroze C. Sethna's Question No. 53 in
: the Council of State asked on the 11th February 1924.

Berial No. assigned to
the Steamer Service
in Appx. XIof the
Annual Report.

No. (17) .. -+ It will be seen from the Remarks in the Annual Report againat this
et service that, since the termination of the Contract with the
g Asiatic Steam Navigation Company in 19186, the mail service to
and from the Andamans is being performed under special
arrangements made by Government. This service is outside the

scope of the question, as it is not under a contract,.

w& Nod. (18), (48)- - ... The services are performed under contract between the Trrawady

Flotilla Coy. and the Burma Government. The Postal Depart-
ment is required to contribute a portion of the subsidy.

Nos. (47), (55) .. The services are performed under contract hetween the Arrakan
, Flotilla Coy. and the Burma Government Mails are carried free,

No. (56) .. .. (b)and(d). The Contract for this service was entered into in 1869
between the Secretary of State for India in Council on the one

hand and Mesers. Jardine Matheson & Co. and Mesars. Apear &

Co. on the other. It was fixed for 3 yoars ocertain and
contained a clause providing for its continuance thereafter until
six months’ notice should be given by any of the contraoting
parties. This notice has never yet been given,

.
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Serial No. assigned to
the Steamer service
in Appendix XI of
the Annual Report,

No. (86)—contd. No money subsidy is paid for this service and the Contract provides
] that the steamers should convey mails between Caloutta, the
‘ Straite, and Hongkong free of charge in return for the considera-
tion that the Government binds itself not to subsidize any mail
steamers, during the continuance of the contract, for the convey-
anos of mails on the line between Caloutta and Hongkong by the
direct route from Caleutta »id the Straits.

The steamers of Messrs. Apcar & Coy. have in the interval been
acquired by the British India Steam Navigation Coy., who have

thus become one of the contractors for this service,

The two contracting companies are not registered in Indis and are
not controlled by Indians.

{c) No open tenders were invited when the contract was entered
into in 1869.

No. (87) .. -+ (b) The Bombay Steam Navigation Coy. which performs this

service hag its registered office in Bombay but it is not controlled
by Indians, '

{c} and (d). Tenders were invited when the contract for the
Bombay-Goa service was originally given in 1884 to Messrs.
Shepperd & Coy. whose concern was subsequently bought by
the Bombay Steam Navigation Coy. The contract is renewed
every year and no tenders are invited.

No. \(58) .. -+ This service has at no time been under contract with the Govern~
ment of India and the question, therefore, does not apply to it.

No. (59) .. s+ (b) The Retriever Flotilla Company which runs this service is
registered in India but it is not controlled by Indians.

(c) am:ggt No :ipen tend:r;n w;;;‘ingi:ed for the l!ervioe when &
con was given- out; : & perjod o 8 yeamm, .
contract niay be determined by giving six'‘months" .
notice in writing, It is & running contract and {s still in force, .

s B

2. There are other minor stesmer servioes between oertain places in Eastern Berigal,
These river services are under contract with the R, 8, N.and I G. 8. N. and Railway  Com.
panies. The contracts are practically all terminable at six months’ notice.

There was no ocoasion to invite open tenders in respect of these services inasmuch as
the Contractors were the only Companies who had been Plying passenger vessels regularly
on those lines of communication,

The Contracting Companies are neither registered in India nor controlled by Indians.

Tre HoNourasLe Mz, J, CRERAR: Sir, I lay on the table a statement
showing the members of the Indian Civil Service who have been appointed
a8 Secretaries-and Deputy Secretaries of the Government of India during the
last five years and the Provinces to which they belong, which was promised
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in reply to the Honourable Dr. Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary’s question on
11th March 1924.

Members of the Indian Civil Service who have been appointed as Secretaries and Depuly
Secretaries of the Government of India during the last five years and the provinces to which
they belong (vide the Hon’ble Mr. J. Crerar’s reply to the How'ble Dr. Sir Dena Prasad
Sarvadhikary’s Question No. 133 in the Council of State on the 11th March 1924).

Departments. { sﬁ‘;’f,f@'gﬁg,‘é?:}}f;;'“ Province. Deputy Secretaries. Province.
1 2 3 4 . 5
Army .. .. | 8ir Godfrey Fell .. | Burma. Mr.H.R.Pate .. | Madras.
Mr. E. Burdon .. | Punjab.
ce «+ | 8ir Charlea Tnnes .. | Madras. Mr. G. L. Corbett .. | Cen. Provinces.
Oommer Mr.H. A.F. Lindsay | Bihar & Orissa. | Mr.R.B. Ewbank.. | Bombay.
Mr. Q. L. Corbett .. | Cen. Provinces. | Mr.J. G. Beazley .. | Punjab,
Mr. D. T. Chadwick | Madras. Mr. K. C, Ansorge .. | Bihar & Orlssa,
Yor. & Political .. | 8ir John Wood .. Politlc&l Deptt. | Mr. R. E. Holland Political Deptt.
Mr. R. E. Holland Do, Mr. B.J. Glancy .. Do.
Mr.J. P. Thompson Pun{ab Mr. R. R. Maconachie Do.
Mr. D. Bray .. | Political Deptt. | Mr. A. N, L. Cater Do.
8ir Hamilton Grant Do. Mr.K.8, Fitze ., Do.
Mr. H. R. C. Dobbs Do. Mr.B.J.Gould .. Do.
Mr. A. N. L. Cater Do. Mr. E. B. Howell .. Do.
Mr. K. B. Howell .. Do. Mr, O. Lattmer .. Do.
. 8ir Geoffrey deMont- | Punjab.
morency.
islative ++ | 8ir Alex. Muddiman | Bengal, Mr. W. T. M. Wright | United Provinces,
T 8ir H.Moncrietf Smith] United Provinces| Mr. G. H. 8pence .. | Punjab.
Mr.H.P.Duval .. | Bengal. Mr. R. Oasson .. | Burma,
Mr. L. Graham .. | Bombay.
Mr. W. T. M. Wright | United Provinoces
.and Agr. .. | Mr.J. Hullah .. | Cen. Provinces. | Mr.C. W.Jacob ., | Punjab.
Rev.and Agr Mr. R. B. Ewbank.. | Bombay. Mr.R.B KEwbank.. | Bombay.
Edn. and Health Mr. M. 8. D. Butler Punjab.
Bdn., Health and | Mr. M. S. D, Butler Punjab. Mr.R. B. Ewbank. . Bombay.
Lands.
Ind. snd Labour | Mr. A. C. Chatterjee | United Provinces| Mr.J. C, B. Drake.. | Bihar & Orissa.
Mr.A. H. Ley .. | Bihar & Orissa. | Mr.F. D. Ascoll .. | Bengal.
Mr. F. R. R. Rudman| Cen. Provinces.
Finance «. { Mr. H.F.Howard ' | Bengal. Mr.J. E. C. Jukes Bombay.
Mr.E.M.Cook .. | United Provincesj Mr. H. Denning .. Do.
Mr. W. Alder .. | United Provinces| Mr. 8. R. Hignell .. | Bihar & Orissa.
Mr. M. M. 8. Gubbay | Bombay, Mr. H. K. Briscoe .. Do.
Mr.J. F. 0. Jukes Bombn{; Mr.H.G. Halg .. | United Provinces.
Mr. G. G.Bim .. | United Provinces| Mr. A. ¥. 1. Brayne | Bombay.
Mr. A, C. McWatters | United Provinces{ Mr.J. F. Mitchell .. Punjab.
Mr. A.Macleod .. | Cen, Provinces.
e .. | 8ir James DuBoula Bombay. Mr.H.D.Cralk .. | Punjab.
Hom Sir William Marrls.).' United {’rovincen Mr. C. W. Gwynne United Provinces,
Mr. W.F.Rice ., | Burma, Mr. H. Tonkinson Burma,
Mr. H. McPherson Bihar & Orissa | Mr. A, Macleod .. | Cen. Provinees.
Mr. H.D.Cralk ., | Punjab.
Mr. H. Tonkinson ., | Burma.
Mr. 8. P. 0’'Donnell United Provinces
Mr. J, Crerar .. | Bombay.
Mr. C. W, Gwynne United Provinces

BILLS ASSENTED TO BY H. E. THE VICEROY.

Tae SECRETARY or TaE COUNCIL: Sir, information has been received
that His Excellency the Governor General has been pleased to grant his assent
to the following Bills :— .

1. The Indian Coinage (Amendment) Act, 1924,
2. The Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Act, 1924.

LY

STATEMENT WITH REGARD TO THE REPORT-OF THE ROYAL.
COMMISSION ON THE SUPERIOR SERVICE® IN INDIA. )

Tee HonourapLE MR. J. CRERAR (Home Secretary): Sir, with your
permission and with the permission of the House, I desire to make a brief
statement with regard to the Report of the Royal Commission on the Superior
Services in India which is now in the hands of Honourable Members. When
they have had an opportunity of perusing it, they will no doubt observe that
the recommendations of the Commission are unanimous on all main points.
They cover a wide field, including Indianization of the Services, the establish-
ment of a Public Services Commission, the control by Ministers of Services
which the Report recommends should be recruited provincially in the future,
and the remedy of the grievances of the Services. Ishould point out to the
House that the Report is of an urgent character, that its main recommend-
ations are interdependent, and that this interdependence was the basis of its
unanimity.

The House has already been assured that Government propose to give an
opportunity to Honourable Members of expressing their views, but
they will no doubt understand that neither the Government of
India nor the Secretary of State can suspend the consideration of the Report in
the meanwhile. However, if, after Honourable Members have had an oppor-
tunity of examining the Report, there is any strong feeling in the House in
favour of a discussion during the current session, Government will be glad to
give an opportunity for this and will consider what arrangements could be
made, although, of course, it will not be possible for them to express their
definite views at such short notice. )

Honourable Members will understand that the Provincial Governments
are vitally interested in many of the recommendations, and their views must
be obtained. : .

While the Government are anxious to obtain the general views of the
Council at the earliest possible date, it may be necessary for the Secretary of
State to take decisions on matters of urgency, and in this connection I muss
refer the House to what the late Home Member said in July, 1923, and again
in March, 1924. I will quote what he said last J uly :

* We cannot here cither as an Assembly or as a Gover .ment of India limit the consti-

tutional and statutory powers of the Secretary of State in this respect, and if there are
matters pressed upon him by the Royal Commission which require immediate orders,
tshen it will be necessary to recognise his power to take a decision in advance of any disous-
sion by the Assembly. For the rest, we shall be quite prepared to allow the Assembly
an opportunity of discussing the main recommendations of the Royal Commission ; we ghall.
meet any views it may advance in discussion in the usual way, and shall forward its recom-
mendations to the Secretary of State. ** .
What the Honourable Member said in respect of discussion®in the Assembly
applies equally to discussion in this Council. I take this opportunity of
announcing that the Secretary of State and the Government of India are of
opinion that whatever measures of relief recommended by the Commission
may be finally sanctioned should have effect, as recommended by the Com--
mussion, from 1st April 1924..

THE Honourasre Me. R. P, KARANDIKAR /Bombay :¥ Non-Muham-
madan) : 8ir, may I take it that no Member is expected to say anything in
reference to the remarks that we have heard from the Honoursble Member:

(171 ‘
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who has placed the Report on the table. I trust our silence may not be taken
to be anything like acquiescence in the statement made on this occasion.

- THE HoNoURrABLE MR. J. CRERAR : 8ir, I entirely understand the attitude
cof my Honourable friend. I merely wished to place the House in possession
of the information which I havelaid beforeit. I did not anticipate that there
would be any discussion on the merits on the present occasion.

Tae HoNoURABLE Dr. 81R DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY (West
Bengal: Non-Muhammadan) : 8ir, I have already given notjce of a question
arising out of the answer given on this subject by Mr. Richards in the House
of Commons, namely, as to the opportunities this House will have of discusaing
the Report. That has been answered by the Honourable Mr. Crerar in advance

to-day by the announcement that this House is not to be excluded from any

debate that may arise on the recommendations of the Report. W}lat w§11
be the difficulty of the Government of India regarding shortness of time will
be all the greater the difficulty of the Members of this House. We are not
likely to be able to discues it at such short notice as the Honourable Member
has invited us to do. I am sure many Members will wish to have their say and
we ought to have abundant time. o
Tae HoNoURABLE Saryip RAZA ALI (United Provinces East:
Muhammadan) : I take it, Sir, that the Honourable the Home Becretary has
given an opportunity to this House to discuss the Report if this House is so
advised to do or so chooses to do. We are not bound to put on record our con-
sidered opinion of the various recommendations made by the Lee Commission,
I take it that this is an additional opportunity that has been furnished to us
by Government, and if we want to avail ourselves of it we can do so, and

if not, we need not. I for one am obliged to the Government for this

opportunity which they have given us, and we may avail ourselves of it if we
ﬁggothat w); are quite prepared to do so in the short time at our disposil.

Tee HonouraBLe B MANECKJI DADABHOY (Central Provinces:
General) : May I ask, 8ir, if the Honourable the Home Secretary will enlighten
the Council whether it will be too late if this Report is fully discussed in the
September session. I understand from what he has said that effect will not
be given to the recommendations of the Commission till the 1st of April in the
new year’s Budget. ' e |

Tae HoNOURABLE Mr. J. CRERAR: 1924, _ }

Tre HoNouranLe Bre MANECKJI DADABHOY : The current year ¢ -1
am sorry. The Report is an important document and will require to 'be
thoroughly digested before any reasoned and fructuous discussion takes pléoe
on it, and it is only right and fair that reasonable opportunity should be allowed
to this Council. ’

Tex HonouRasLE Me. J. CRERAR : 8ir, I entirely appreciate the force
of my Honourable and learned friend’s remarks. I only desire to invite his
attention to two points, both contained' in the sta.temant..I have been commis-
sioned to make. The first is that the Government of India and the Secretary
of State also are desirous, naturally desirous, of having the views of the Legisla~
ture on these important matters at as early a date as possible ; and I must
invite his gttention, in the second place, to the remarks made by the Hopgnrable
Sir Malcolm Hailey on the question relating to matters of urgency arising out
of the, Report. ' . :

\
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Tae HonourasLe Mr. LALUBHAI SAMALDAS (Bombay: Non- i
Mubammadan) : May I ask the Honourable the Horfe Secretary whether
he will give us a special date for the discussion of this Report ?

Tae HowourasLe MR. J. CRERAR : I will put that before the Honourable
the Leader of the House.

APPOINTMENT OF A JOINT COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER THE STEEL
INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL, 1924.

Tue HoNourasrr Sik MANECKJ1 DADABHOY (Central Provinces:
General): Sir, before we proceed with the legislative business of the day,
I wish to bring to your attention one important matter. The Steel Protec-
tion Bill is now under discussion in the Assembly, and, I understand that s
.motion will be made to refer the Bill to a Select Committee and the Govern-
ment will acquiesce in the proposal. The Bill is of a very important character
and it is only right and proper that Members of the Council of State should
also be associated on the Select Committee, It will be better if a Joint Select
Committee is fixed up for this purpose as 1t is desired by many Members of the
Council of State that a Joint Select Committee should be appointed to dis-
cuss that Bill and make further investigation into a most important and de-
licate question. May I therefore request you to communicate to the President
of the Legislative Assembly the wish of this Council that, if it is practicable,
Members of this Council be associated on the Select Committee ?

Tee HoNouraBLE Rar Bamapur Lana RAM SARAN DAS’ (Punjab :
Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, T wish to second the proposal which has been
made by my Honourable friend, Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy, and I think that,{both
in the interests of India as well as of the position that this House occupies, there
should be a Joint Committee appointed and that the Assembly should be
approached for this purpose.

Tue HoNouraBLE Dr. MiaN S1r. MUHAMMAD SHAFI (Law Member) :
Sir, the constitutional position with regard to the suggestion which has been
made by my Honourable friend is a very simple one. The Tariff Bill is not
before this House. It is being introduced elsewhere to-day and the Govern-
ment are not making any proposal for its reference either to a Select Committee
of that House or to a Joint Select Committee of the two Houses, The position,
as I understand, is this, that a non-official Member has given notice of a motion
to that effect. (The Honourable Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy : *“ And I understand
the Government are going to acceptit.”) Well, I personally have no
official knowledge of what the Government intend to do in the other
House. But what I would like to point out to my Honourable friend is this,
that, according to the Government of India Act and the rules relating to the
discussion of Bills framed under it, no motion of any kind can constitutionally
be made in this House at this stage, when the Bill is not before this House,
for reference of that Bill to a Joint Select Committee, If my Honourable friends
OPposlte are so very anxious that this important Bill should be referred to a
Joint Select Committee, it is for them to make that suggestion to the non-
official Member in the other House who is going to make a proposal that the
Bill should be referred to s Select Committee,

MaxCs g
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of the House has said, which I fully appreciate, I would not wish to be &
party to the suggestion which the Honourable Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy has
made. At the same time, Sir, an important constitutio
should not be lost sight of.

If there is a,Se!ect Committee in the other House we under the rules are
precluded from having a Select Committee of our ow

is a Joint Committee we shall not be shut out from moving any amendments
here, however the other House or its Select Commit

Bill. With regard to the Honourable the Leader's su
canvass non-official Members

I do not know that that will be quite the right thing to do.

ggestion that we should

INDIAN (SPECIFIED INSTRUMENTS) STAMD BILL, 1924,

Tue HowourasLe Mr. A. (. McWATTERS (Finance Secretary) : Sir,
I introduce a Bill to provide for the modification of certain provisions of
the Indian Stamp Act, 1899, in their application to certain promissory notes
and other instruments. The Bill has been published in accordance with the
provisions of Rule i8 of the Indian Legislative Rules.

The object of this small measure is simply to prevent any posaible hard-
ship being caused to any person who may not have been aware of the changes
in stamp duty which were introduced from the 1st October last by the Indian
Stamp (Amendment) Act, 1923. The House will remember that that Act was
~ passed before the end of July and took effect from the beginning of (ctober.
There was therefore something more than two months before that Act came
into operation. It has been brought torour notice by one or two Local Gov-
ernments, particularly Burma, that the information did not, sink into the

minds of the people everywhere. India is a big country and it is very difficult,
to spread information of this kind quickly and adequately. We therefore

propose that by this Bill a further period of three months’ grace should be
given, making it five months in all. Any document which has been. executod
before the end of December of last year can, under this Bij] which I am now
introducing, be validated on payment of the difference in the stamp duty
without any penalty whatever, and any penalty which may have seen imposed
will be refunded. The changes in stamp duty which were made last July were

an increase from one anna to two annas on share certificates, letters of allot-

ment, letters of credit and proxies, and an increase on promissory notes exe-
cuted for a sum above Rs. 250 to two annasand in some cases to four annas.
There is this difference between the first four. classes of instruments that I
have mentioned and promissory notes, in that under the Stamp Act promissory
notes cannot be validated at all, whereas the other instruments ecan be vag
- dated on payment of penalty. If this Bill is passed, the same result will be

obtained in respect of all these five instruments, namely, that they ean all be
validated on payment of the difference in duty which is due under the Stamp
(Amendment) Act, 1923, without any penalty at all. I think the House will
agree that this proposal is one which is in the interest of the subject and 1
do pot think that any one will querrel with its principle. 1 should just like

[27TH May 1924.

Tue HoNoURABLE Dr. Sik DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY (West
Bengal : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, in view of what the Honourable Leader

nal aspect involved

\ . : n, and what will happen .
is that practically the whole House will have to gointo Committee. Unless there *

tec might dizpose of the

of the other House about a Joint Committee, \

*

INDIAN (SPECIFIED INSTRUMENTS) STAMP BILL, 1924. - T8

to mention that a Bill much on these lines was act-ualfy introduced in the
Legislative Assembly last March, but the intrcducer of that Bill unfortunately
had to go to England, and for that reason the Government have taken the
measure over themselves, and 1 am now introducing it in this House.

T HonourasLi tnE PRESIDENT: The Honourable Member has
made no motion.

Tue Honouranre Mr. A, C. Mc(WATTERS : 1 am introducing the Bill.

Tur HonouraniLre mnE PRFSIDENT : The Bill is introduced under

Rule 18, The Honourahle Member should move thst it be taken into consi-
deration,

Tur HoNouvraere MR, A, C. McCWATTERS : I move, Sir, that the Bill
be taken into consideration. The Burma Government in particular regard
it as important that it should be passed this session, and therefore it is

bl

important that the consideration should be taken up now.

Tur HonourasLE SAIYID RAZA ALI (United Provinces East :
Muhsmmadan): May I'saya word, Sir ¢ It will be within the recollection of
Honourahle Members that when the Bill of 1923 was considered in this House
in July last, several amendments were brought forward to the effect that that
Bill should be given effect to with reference to a particular date. The Govern-
ment unfortunately were not in & position to agree to it, for the simple reason
that that being the last sessicn of the then Legislative Assembly, if any amend-
ments were incorporated in the Bill here, it ought under the law to have been
referred back to the Legislative Assembly. The result of the Government’s -
attitude was that, reasonable though a particular amendment was admitted to be
by the Government, it was pointed out.by the official Members that they pro-
posed to bring about the same effect by not getting the sanction of the Governor
General to the Bill till the Ist October, 1923 I do not wish to go into the
caustic remarks that were made by the President on that occasion. - But
this much I feel bound to say that, if the advice of non-official Members had
been accepted by the official benches on that occasion and the particular
date on which the Bill would come into effect had been mentioned in that
Bill, this validating measure would not at all have been necessary to-day.
That in itself has some moral, and the moral is that over-hasty legislation or
refusal to consider well-considered propesals leads to trouble. I bel eve I have
said all that could be said on'this particular point. As to the merits of the
proposal itself I find myself in entire agreement with it and 1 support the
motion that the Bill be considered. :

Tui TovouraBLe Dr. DWARKANATH MITTER (West Bengal:
Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I have great pleasure in supporting the motion of the
Honourable Mr. McWatters. Tt is after all o validating Fill, o Bill in.¢he
interests of the wuliject. Whatever eriticist may have been offered by :the
Honourable Saiyid Raza Ali with regard {0 the hastiness of the legislators,
we know that ns a validating Bill, this is not the first of ita kind.
There have heen several validating Acts and the officials as well ps non-efficials
are liablé to err.  After all, to err is human, This Bill is really in the interests
of the subject. It does away with a great hardship imposed on & petson who
has had Promiseory notes executed on insufficient stamps, as the practical

o2
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result. of it is that the note would not he admissible in evidence in a court of law
and he would lose the entire suni which he had lont to the person who had
executed the promissory note. 1t imposes a very great hardship and it
is right that the Govertiment have seen their way to introduce this validating
measure,

Tre HoxourasLe Mr. A, C. McWATTERS : 1 should only like to say a
word with regard to what has fallen from my Honourable friend, Saivid Raza
Ali. T think he is perfectly well aware that the reason why Government felt
unable to adopt the suggestion to make amendments at such a late stage in
the session last year was that the revenue under that Bill was provincial revenue,
and any delay would have had the effect of depriving the Provinces of the
revenue from this increase in stamp dnty for practically six or seven months.

Therefore it was really in the interests of others that the Government adopted

the course thev took.
Tur HonouraBLE THE PRESIDENT: The question is:

¢ That the Bill to provide for the modification of certain provigions of the Indian
Stamp Act, 1899, in their application to certain promissory notes and other instru-
ments be taken into consideration.”

The motion was adopted.

Clauses 1, 2 and 3 were added to the Bill. .

The Title and Preamble were added to the Rill.

Tre HoNovrasuk M. A. (. McCWATTERS : Sir. T move that the Rill
be passed.

The motion was adopted.

INDIAN SOLDIERS’ LITIGATION (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1924,

Tue Honourasie Mr. J. CRERAR (Home Secretary): Sir, T intro-
duce a Bill to amend the Indian Soldiers’ (Litigation) Act, 1918, for certain
vurposes, which Bill has been published in accordance with the provisions of
Rule 18 of the Indian Legislative Rules.

In moving, Sir, that the Bill be taken into consideration, I do not
think that 1 need detain the House at any length on the merits, Itisa
small measure. It is in fact little more than a drafting amendment in
order to rectify a defect in section 11 of the Act which has been brought
to light in consequence of the decision of the Lahore High Court which
is referred to in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. There can be
no question that the class of persons who will benefit if this Bill is passed into
law arc at least as much entitled to the protection of the Act gg those who
do actually fall within its present provisions, and there is no more doubt that
that was the original intention of the Legislature. Idonot propose therefore to
detain the House any longer ; I will merely moye in so many words that the
Bill be taken into consideration.

Tre HoNovrABLE CoLoNEL Nawas Sir UMAR HAYAT KHAN (West
Punjab : Muhammadan) : Sir, I welcome this small Bill as it has been called,
but it is not small because it deals with property to the amount of lakhg of rupees.
It was very kind of Government to have passed this Bill, but the error which
has been made has affected many people, It is quite proper now to put it right,

INDIAN SOLDIERS’ LITIGATION (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1924, ki

but if the Bill does not have retrospective effect lots of people will suffer. Ag
Government is so kind now as to help these people, I think they should be just
as kind to those who lost their cases ; and as this Bill is to be passed straight
off to-day, I think it ought to be in order to move an amendment, All that
I want is the words “ and will have retrospective effect ” at the end. That is
all that I want to put forward ; and I hope all Honourable Members, who must
know that there will otherwise be a distinction created, will support it, so that
some soldiers will be benefited and others will not, I hope they will help the
soldiers who have done a great deal during the War and of them especially
those who have lost their cases.

Tar HoNourasLt TeE PRESIDENT : The question is :

“That the Bill to amend the Indian Soldiers’ (Litigation) Act, 1918, for certain
purposes, be taken into consideration.”

The motion was adopted.

Clause 1 was added to the Bill,

Tre HonourasLr ConoNer Nawas Sir UMAR HAYAT KHAN : Sir,
I want to move an amendment to clause 2 to the effect that after it ghali
be added the words ““ and will have retrospective cffect.” I have already
explained why I put this forward, and I think you will be doing a gredt kind-
ness to the soldiers if this amendment is adopted. T think the whole House
realises what sacrifices our soldiers have made, and will help me and thereby
help the soldiers.

TrE HoNourasLr tae PRESIDENT : If the Honourable Member has
an amendment to propose he must draft it and hand it in, otherwise I cannot
take any notice of it. ‘

(The amendment was here handed in.) .

I am afraid that in the form in which the Honourable Member hag
drafted his amendment it does not fit properly into the context ?

THE HoNouraBLE CoLoNeL Nawap S1R UMAR HAYAT KHAN: Al
that I want is to appeal through you to the Member in charge. If my object
can be attained by anything else it will do equally well.

Tue HoNouraBLE MR. J. CRERAR : Sir, I appreciate very much the
corroboration which the few remarks I made about this Bil] have been given
by the speech of my Honourable and gallant friend. It is therefore a matter
of great regret to me that, while 1 sympathise very strongly with the motives
which impel him to make this suggestion, I am not in a position to accept, it.
We have taken the earliest possible steps to rectify what I fear I must admit
was a defect in the original drafting of the Act. We have taken the earliest
possible steps to remedy that defect and to give to those whose case wag un-
doubtedly contemplated by the Legislature the relief which the Act affords.
But to give retrospective effect to this Act would have a disturbing effect on
any decisions which may have actually taken place and is a course which 1
certainly could not now recommend to the House and which I certainly would

- most apprehensive of taking the responsibility of advocating in the presence
of 80 many acute and distinguished lawyers.

Tue HoNourasLe ThE PRESIDENT : Do understand the Honourable

. Member to take objection to the amendment, ¢



78 COUNCIL OF STATE. [27TH May 1924,
Tae HonouraBi¥ Mr. J. CRERAR: I must take objection on the
ground of lack of notice. '

Tue Hovovrasrk tHe PRESIDENT : In that case I cannot adinit
the amendment.

- Tur HonouraBLe SAIYID RAZA ALIL (United Provinces East: Mu-
hammadan) : Sir, speaking to clause 2, 1 would like to make one or two
observations without proposing any formal amendments. Confining myself
to the words of the clanse I would invite the attention of the Home Secretary
to the fact that when it was ruled by the Privy Council in 1907 that the proper
period of limitation applicable to hypothecation suits was 12 years and not 60
years, as had been held by some of the High Courts, it was thought necessary
to bring in a validating Act. A validating Bill, as you remember, was passed
in the year 1908, and a cértain period was given to litigants who honestly -
believed that the period of limitation was 60 years and not 12 years to insti-
tute their suits till a date in August 1910. I belicve that the point of the
Honourable Sir Umar Hayat Khan. which is worthy of consideration at the
hands of Government, is as to what will happen to a suitor who at the time
when he instituted his suit was not a soldierand yet claiming the benefit of
limitation brought his stit with the result that it was dismissed by the Court.
Having regard to the law as emhodied in the Bill, it will be open no doubt to
a soldier or to one who has been a soldier to institute a suit to enforce his right
in future ; but the man who in the meantime has brought his suit and has lost
it will be, I take it, without a remedy. In fact, when legislation of this
character is introduced it is customary for Government to prescribe a special
period of limitation enabling all thuse suitors who have lost their suits, or all
those appellants who have lost their appeals, to apply for restoration of such
suits or appeals, as the case may he. Generally sach period of limitation is not
very lengthy. Usually the Legislature gives three or four months in order to
enable such suitors and appellants to scek their proper remedy. It may be
that my Honourahle friend, Mr. Crerar, is not in & position jnst at present to
bring ‘about a change on the lines suggested by the Honourable Sir Umar
Hayat Khan, but [ think, Sir, that the question js of s}xﬁicient importgnuc:. to
justify the Government giving careful consideration toit. T do not think it is
necessary for me to make a formal motion, but if the Government think that
they ave prepared either now or at some later stage to have some provision on
the lines suggested, the consideration of this Bill might stand over till to-
morrow or the day aftor. That is one course. The other course that is open
to the Government is to pass this Bill as it is and bring in another amend-
ing measure with a view to give effect to the valuable suggestion made by my-
Honourable friend Colonel Sir Umar Hayat Khan. I may say clearly that
there is ample precedent for Government undertaking legislation on similar
occasions.

Tug HonourABLeE Mr. J. CRERAR: Bir, I shall be very glad to give
careful consideration to the suggestions which have been made by my
Honourable and learned friend. Tt is possible that Government may at a
later stage bring before the Legislature a measure for mngolidating_ and amend-
ing the Act on wider lines than this smaller mensure and in preparing any such
proposals, I have no doubt that the suggestions made by the Honourable «
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‘Members who have spoken will receive very careful consideration. Meantime,
I would ask the House to accept the limited measure which 1 have placed before
it. ' o

Tre HoNourasLE Dr. DWARKA NATH MITTER (West Bengal: Non-
Muhammadan) : Sir, there is some misapprehension apparently with regard
to what has fallen from the Honourable Colonel Sir Umar Hayat Khan. I
think what the Legislature originally laid down is that, if a suit has been
instituted by a person who was not a soldier at the time of the particular
transaction in respect of which the suit has been instituted, but was a soldier
at the time of the institution of the suit, he was not to be entitled to the benefit
of the provisions of this Act. But what this Bill now intends is, that even
if the person concerned was a soldier at the time of the institution of the suit,
although he was not a soldier at the time of the transaction, he will be entitled
to the benefit of the provisions of that Act. That does not render any pro-

o vision with regard to retrospective legislation necessary. Of course, those
suite which have already been barred, by reason of the Act as it stood not
being applicable to a particular person, cannot be touched by any legislation of
this description. It is of course very unfortunate that the wording as it

- existed in the Statute was not sufficient to contemplate a case of this description.
But I do not know, Sir, of any enactment which could interfere with a decision
in suits which have already been disposed of. 1 can understand this with
regard to a particular suit now pending, and the words of the Act might
be so amended as to apply to suits which are now pending before a particular
Court, either in the Court of first instance or in the Court of Appeal, but with
regard to those that have already been disposed of, I do not think the Legis-
lature can interfere.

Clause 2 was added to the Bill.

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill.

Tre HoNouraBLE MR. J. CRERAR : Sir, I move that the Bill be
passed.

The motion was adopted. \

STATEMENT OF BUSINESS FOR FRIDAY, THE 30TH MAY 1924.

Tug HoNourABLE THE PRESIDENT : Has the Honourable the Leader
of the House any statement to make about the course of business ?

Tug HoNoURABLE Dr. Mian SiR MUHAMMAD SHAFI (Law Member) :
Sir, the next meeting of this Council will, with your permission, be held on
Friday, the 30th May. The only item of business will be a Resolution to be
moved by the Honourable Mr. Chadwick recommending for acceptance the °
Tariff Board’s recommendation that the import duty on Sulphur be
removed. 1f the Steel Industry (Protection) Bill is passed in another place
before the 30th May, it will be laid on the table in this Chamber on that day,
and motions that it be taken into consideration and passed will be made at the
next following meeting which I understand will be on Monday, the 2nd
June,

The Council then adjourncd till Kleven of the Clock on Friday, the 30th
May, 1924,
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*Wednesday, 4th June, 1924,

The Council met in the Council Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, the
Honourable the President in the Chair.

MEMBER SWORN.

Tz HoNourABLE MR. KHAGENDRA NATE MITRA (Bengal : Nominated Official).

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

L4

Tae CoronNies CoMMITTRE.

238. Tee HoNouraBie Mr. R. P. KARANDIKAR : (a) How far has
the work of the said Committee progressed ?

(b) Has the Secretary of State for the Colonies power to negotiate with
or eorrespond with the Committee ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the instructions of the
Central Government to the Committee ? e

(@) Is there any objection to allow the Right Honourable Srinivass Sastri
to be on the Committee ? ;

(¢) What are the powers of the Committee 1

Tue "HonouraBLe Sir NARASIMHA SARMA: (a) The CBm‘zﬁztee
have so far devoted themselves to a preliminary investigation of the question
of restrictions on immigration into Kenya and will shortly make representa-
tions on the subject to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. ‘

v

' (b) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the statement made
by Mr. Baldwin at the last Tmperial Conference on the subject. A copy of the
statement will be found at page 55 of the pamphlet entitled “ India and the
Imperial Conference of 1923, of which a copy is placed on the table.

(¢) The Government of India regret that they are unable to accede to the
request of the Honourable Member for the reasons given by me in the statement;
which I made before this House on the 10th March last on the Right Honourable
Srinivasa Sastri’s Resolution to the same effect.

(d) The Government of India do not consider it necessary to add to the
" personnel of the Committee. ’

(¢) The Honourable Member is referred to the Press Communiqué published
on the 12th March 1924.

* The previous meeting had originally been adjourned till Friday, the 30th May, 1024,
byt by subsequent order was fixed for this day.

781
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Equanrry or Status For INDIANS IN THE CoLoNiks anxp 1N
ForelaN CoUNTRIES,

239. TuE Honourasie Mz. R. P, KARANDIKAR : Will Government
say how far have the endeavours of the Government of India gone towards
achieving the establishment of the status of Indians as citizens of the British
Empire on the footing of equality in the Colonies and foreign countries ?

*  Tge HO&OURABLE'SD?. NARASIMHA .SARMA: In 1922 the Government

of India deputed the Right Honcurable Srinivasa Sastri to visit the Dominions

raised by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. A copy of the Right Honourable Srinivasa
Sastri’s report and of the discussion at the I mperial Conference, showing the

progress 80 far made, is laid on the-table. So far as foreign countries are:

concerned the matter is still the subject of diplomatic representations.

Ter Rrerorms INQUIRY CoMMITTEE,

i+ . 240, Tar HoNourasiz Mr. R, P. KARANDIKAR : (¢) Did any corre-
spondence pass between the Governmenp of India and the Secretary of State

~- (b). Had the Government been desired by the Home Government to see
if Indian representatives could go to London to confer with the Government
there on the subject of Reforms ?

(¢) Are the Government willing to lay on the table thejr instructions
to the Inquiry Committee ?

.. _{(d) In consulting the Central Legislative Members, is that to be restricted
to. Members of the Assembly, or does it apply also to_the Members of the
Council of State, in the matter of giving them an opportunity to expre: s their
views before the matter is forwarded to the Secretary of State ?

Tae HoNouraBLE M. J. CRERAR ‘. (a) and (b). The reply is in the
negative, '

(¢) and (d) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the
Communiqués issued on the 16th and 23rd instant—copies of which bavealready
been placed on the table.

, Trr Tarikv BoarD’s Reporr,
241. TEe Honourapie Mr. R. D, KARANDIKAR : (a) When was a
copy despatched from India to the Secretary of State for India ? :
(b) Was any despatch sent to or received from the Secretary of State ?

' V(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the correspondence
with the Secretary of State both before the Tariff Board drew up their report
and sinee ?

(d) What is the total expense incurred in connection with the Tariff
Board ?
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Tre HoNouraBLe Mr. D. T, CHADWICK : (a) th March 1924,

(b) and (c) There has been some telegraphic correspondence between the
Government of India and the Secretary of State. The Government do not
propose to lay it on the table. ’

(d) The cost incurred in connection with the Tariff Board’s inquiry regﬁi‘d-
ing steel and sulphur is about 1- 70 lakhs. L

Tar Bomeay Fxcise ComwiTreR’s REPORT.
242. Tee HowouranLr Mz. R. P. KARANDIKAR : (2) Have Govern
ment received a copy of the Report ? i
(b) Have Government reviewed it and has there been any correspond-
ence between the Local Gevernment and the Central Government ?

(c) Have Government formed any views about the main recomrmenda-
tion of the declaration that the Fxcise policy of Government should be total
sxtinction of the traffic as the goal ? ,

(d) Do Government wish to withhold their goal and leave the  Local
Government full liberty ? : '

(¢) Do not Government contemplate laying down their progressive proce-
dure how to meet the deficit due to the fruition of the goal of total extinetion ?

(f) Were the official members of the Committee placed in possession
of the views of the Government before they recorded their differing minutes ?

Tue HoNouraBLE Mr. A. C. McWATTERS : (a) to (f) The report; has
just been received but there has been no time to review it. The other questions
do not, therefore, arise at Present.

Tre HonourasLe Lara SUKHBIR SINHA: Is the Honourable
Member aware that in 1893-94 an all-India Drugs Commission submitted
report to Government and my father, the Honourable Rai Nihal Chand
Bahadur, was a member of that Commission. He made a note of disgent on
that report and recommended the abolitior: of excise duty altogether. Is the
Honourable Member aware of that report and of that note of dissent ?

Tue HonourasrLe MR. A. C. McWATTERS : T think I have séen it.

Tunr HoNouraBLE Lana SUKHBIR SINHA : In that cage I will request
the Honourable Member kindly to look into the report before he decides the
matter. .

Tue HonouraBLe Mr. A. C. MOWATTERS : Certainly, -

ATTENDANTS OF PooNa STupENTS AT Camps..

243. Tee HoNouraBL: Mr. R. P. KARANDIKAR : (a) Are Govern-
ment aware that in 1922 owing to ontbreak of plague in Poona,- students
in colleges there were allowed by the college authorities to leave the place
about a fortnight before the date fixed for Camp ?

(b) Have Government modified the view that the students disobeyeq
orders by going to gheir homes instead of to Camp ? - :
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(¢) Are Government aware that for the Camp of 1922, no student
-was individually called up, but that the individual call refers to the year
1923, and that after the break up of Camp which was held at a suburb (Pashan)
of Poona, the students were taken to the colleges in Poona itself ? Are Gov-
ernment aware that the closing of the Camp is so timed as to synchronise with

the vacation period of the colleges concerned, though the Camp commences
when the colleges are in sessions ?

.(d.) Are Government aware that the railway and such other concessions
available to students leaving colleges for vacations in convenient groups and

on convenient days are not always and necessarily available to students 80
returned to colleges from Camp ?

() Did not the same case occur in 1923 in connection with the Agricultural
College students ?

His EXCELLENCY THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF : (ay—(e) The Gov-

ernment of India are inquiring into the matter, and I will inform the Honourable
Member of the result of the inquiry.

Roap ALLOWANCES oF INDIAN aND EuroreaN OrrIcERS OF THE UNIVER-
81TY TRAaINING Corps, BomBay.

244. Tre HoNouraBLE MR. R. P. KARANDIKAR: What has been the
result of the consideration given to the road allowance question as between

Indian officers and European officers of the University Training Corps,
Bombay ?

His EXCELLEN_C_Y THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF : This question will be
referred to the Auxiliary and Territorial Force Committee, which is to assemble

very shortly, and the Government of India do not, therefore, propose to take
any action in the matter at present.

ATTACHMENT OF OFFICERS OF THE BomBay UNIVERSITY TRAININ
REGULAR UNITS FOR PURPOSES OF INSTRUCTION,

245. Tue HoNouraBLE Mr. R. P. KARANDIKAR : (a) Will Govern-
~ment be pleased to say if the two officers of the Bombay University Training
Corps, who had applied to the Southern Command Headquarters to be attached
Yo regular units for instruction, were given the option of specifying the units
to which they wished to be attached, and were subsequently informed that
their wishes could not be complied with for wan of instructors, or were called
upon to join the units where the instructors were available ?

(b) Have Any arrangements been made this year at least to attach the
officers 5f the Corps to regular units for the purpose of instruction ?

() Will it or will it not be also
of these officers to musketry schools,
instruction in musketry ?

His ExceLLeNcy Tag COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF (@) The Government

of India have no information on the point but are in uiring. I will let th
" Honourable Member know the result, f) firing 1 lev the

¢ Cores 10

possible for Government to attach some
as at Satara, for undergoing a course «f

[41a Juse 19247
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(b) No special arrangements have been made by Asmy Headquarters to
attach officers of the University Training Corps to regular units for purposes of
ingtruction. The matter is one for the local military authorities to deal with.

(¢) No. It has not so far been possible to allot the funds that would be
required for the purpose. '

SaLuTiNG oF INDIAN OFFICERS BY BRITISH SOLDIERS.

246. Tur HonouraBre Mr. R. P. KARANDIKAR : Will Government
be pleased to say whether it is not obligatory on the part of the members
of the British units to pay the usual compliments to Indian officers with honorary
King’s Commission %

His Excerency Tee COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: This matter is
*governed by paragraph 903, King’s Regulations, the precise interpretation of
which is open to some doubt. The question is under examination.

ACTION TAKEN ON RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE CENTRAL LEGISLATURE
DURING THE DELHI SEssioN or 1924.

247. THe HoNouraBLE MR. R. P. KARANDIKAR : What action has
been taken by the Government in respect of the several Resolutions moved
and passed, either as moved or as modified, by this House, as well as by the
Assembly, in the Delhi session of 1924 ? *

Tue HowourasLe Dr. Mian Sir MUHAMMAD SHAFI: 1 lay on the
table statements giving the information asked for by the Honourable Member.

Sta‘ement showing the Resolutions adopted by the Council of State during the Delhs session
1924, and actson taken by Government thereon. :

Date

Serial on ‘ By whom. Subject of Department Action taken by Governmeat.
No. which ! Resolution. concerned,
moved.
]

1 4th  Yeb. The Honourable | Inquiryinto the cco- | Education, | The Local Governments have been
Co1924. | Mr. Phiroze C. | nomic conditions of { Health consulted as to the desirability of

I ¢ Sethna, the people of India. and undcrtaking the inquiry and asked
Lands, whether they would be prepared

to support the proposal for the
appointment of a Committee and
to co-operate in its labour, If
appointed.,

3. oth Teb.  The Honourable | Award of the Nobel | Foreign ana | A certificd copy of the Resclution,
19

i 24, Sir Maneckji B. rize for peace to | Political. together with a copy of' the
i i Dadabhoy, ts Highness the debate on  the subject, was for-
| : Aga Khan, warded on the 1ith April 1924
J to the Secretary of the Nobel
| Committee of “the Norweglan
| Parlinment, for the information of
: that Committec,

3 11th  Feb, The Honowrable | Mural paintings in | Industries | No action has yet been taken.us the
Lo, I Mr. Phiroze O, tovernment bufid- and work of mural gmlntlngu fn the
| L Sethna. ings at Rairinu. Labour. buildings in Raisina-cannot vet be
I taken in hand.

#. i2th  Fel. | The Honourable | Reconstitution  of | Industyies |The Resolution, as adopted, hag
' 1024, Mr. 8. Veda- | the New Capital and been giveu effect to.

; murti. Committee, Delh, | Labour.
; with a nou-officlal
' majority.
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Statement showing thedResolutions adopled by the Council of State during the Delki session
1924, and action taken by Government thereon—contd.

N P NE— . brm 8 e - e

L A ke e | At Ao rw et ————" ————

their

Date |
srial on i Subject. of Depurtment .
sg(i: which By whom. Resolution, concerned. Action taken by Government.
moved.
5 | 18th TFeL. ! The Honourable[ Substitution of & | Finance .. | The matter will be considered
1924, T Veda- Frovident fund for after the Report of the Public
murti. he existing penston Services Comimnission has been
! system. published.
6 | 5th March | The Honourable | Survey of {rrigution | Industries Copies of the Decbates in the
1024, Sardar Jogend- | possibilitice and the and ouncil of 8tate and of the Resolu-
ra 8ingh. organisation of Lzt oue, tion have been forwaided to major
powerlitt irrigation Local (overnments for
from welir, vlews before deciding what action,
if any, is desirable. ¢
7 | 10th& 12th Do. + | Development of the | Education, | A copy of the Resolution, as
March 1924, sugar industry, Health adopted, was forwarded to sl
and Local Governments nnd the Ad-
Lands. minlstration of the N.-W, F. P. for
i information and such action a8
| might be considered necessary
: with tho remark that the Govern-
ment of India, who are interested
in the question, would be glad to
be kept Informed of develop-
X . ments.
8 | 11th March | The Honourablo | Ratification of the | Mome ..
924,

9 | 18th March
1924.

10 19th and
20th March

1924,

Statement showing Resolutions adopted by the Legislativ

Mr. J. Crerar.

t

" The Honourable
i Mr. A H. Loy,

i

: The IHonourable
Mr. G. A, {

|
| Nutesan.
'
1
|

- ——— -

1 culation of,

| | n

International Con-
vention for the sup-
pression of the cir-
and
tratic in, obscene
pubiications,

Draft Conveation of
the  International
Labour Conference
concerning the use
of white icad in
painting.

and
Labour.

Rostrictions and dis- Fducntion,

abilities mposed on | Health
Indians in South and Lands.
Africa.

i
i

8ecretary of State has been inform-
od that the Government of India
agree that the Conventfon should
be ratifled on behalf of India,
and Local Governments have been
consulted on the amendmonts
which will be nccessary in the
Indlan Penal Codo and tKe Crimi-
nal Procedure Code. It i pro-
‘posod L0 undertake the necessary
cuislation In the  September
session.Y

Industries | The Resolution adoptcd was for-

warded on 22nd April 1024 to
His Majesty's Undor Secretary of
State for India for communica-
tlon to the Secretary Genoral of
the League of Nations.

The gist of tho Rosolution was com-
municated In a cable to the Bec-
retary of Stato for Indla on the
28th March 1924. The Class Areas
Bill, which was the subject of dis-
cusalon, has since lapsed owing to
the dissolution of the Unlon Par-
lament,

-

e Assembly during the Delki session

1924, and action taken by Gorernment thereon,

ferlal oy
erla on
No. | which By whom.
moved.
1| 6th  Feb. | Mr. B. Venkata-
1924. patiraju.
2 [ 7th Feb. | Mr K. 0. Ncogy
1924,

Subject of Department
Resolution. coxx)werned.
Amalgamation of the | Army

Indian Territorial
Forco with the
Auxiliary Force.

Countervaliling duty | Commerce
on ?outh African

Action taken by Government.

A committee has beon appointed
and will assemblo shortly.

The Government has as yet taken
no action on this Resolution.

QUESTIONS AND AN SWERS.

87

Statement showing Resolutions adopted by the Legislative .Assam‘bly :l:nng the Delhs
session 1924, and action taken by Government thereon-—contd.

Serial

No.

o

10

11

12

13

1
1
i

|
|

Date )
on
which By whom.
moved.
5th, 8th, | Diwan Baladur
13th and | T. Ranga-
18th Feb. chariar,

1924,
12th  Feb. { Mr, K, Ahmed

1924,
12th TFeb. | Haji Wajiuddin

1024,
14th Feb. | Diwan Bahadur

1024, M. Ramachan-

dra Rao,
Teb, | Mr, M. A,
11324. ° Jinnah,

I Feb. | Maulvi Moham-
1:8}214. mad Yakub,
19th Feb, | Mr. V. J. Patel

1024,
26th Feb. | Sardar Gulab

1924. Singh.
26th Teb. | Sardar Kartar

1024, Singh.
26th Feb. | Mr. 8. Sadiq

1924. Hasan.
8th March | The Honouralle

1924, Sir Malcolmn

Hailey.

Full Self-Governing

Subject of
Resolution.

Department
concerned.

Action taken by Government,

Dominion status for
India.

Answering of all
questions in the
Asscrubly  regard-
ing subjects over
which (nsvornment
of India have power
of superintendence
and control.

Measures for the con-
venlence of Iudian
passengers,

Assemtbly’s approval
in regard to certaln
contracts.

Purchase of stores

Greetings to the La-
hour Party.

Removal of restric-
tions In the way of
Mr. B. G. Horniman
to return to India.

Appointment of a
Comumittee  to in-
quire into the
grievances of the
Sikh community.

Release of  Sardar
Kharak 8ingh.

Release of Maulana
Hasrat Mohanl.

Ratification of Tnter-
national Conven-
tion for suppression
of obscone publica-
tions.

Home

Home ..

Rallway ..

Industrics
and
Labour.

Industries

an
Labour.

Home ..

Tome

Home

tonme

Home ..

Home ..

A cop}\: of the Resolution adopted
by the Assembly, together with
the debates thereon, was com-
municated to the Secretary of
State on the 6th March 1924.

The subsequent action taken in
conformity with the undertaking
of the Honourable Sir Malcolm
Halley given in the discussion of
the Resolution has been announc-
ed in Commuriqués which have
been {ssued.

The question is under consideration.

A copy of the discussion on the

subject in the Assembly was
forwarded to all Railway Admninis-
trations for consfderation.

Tho Government of India have de-
clded that they cannot be bound
by the Resolution, but that should
they consider it in the public
interest to do so, they may at
thelr discretfon consult an appro-
priate committee of the Legisla-
ture before entering into a con-
tract of the nature contemplated.

Tie matter is under consideration.

A copy of the Resolution adopted

by ef‘:’e Assembly, together %h
the debates thereon, was duly
commnnicated to the Becretary
of State.

The Government of Indla have
not been able to accept the recom-
mendations contalned in the
Resolution. No action has accord-
Ingly been taken other than to
report the result of the debate to
the Sceretary of Btate,

Ditto.

In accordance with the undertak-
ing given by tho Honourable the
Home Member during the debate,
the Punjab  Government were
consulted and it has heen decided
that there are no grounds for inter-
ference at present.

The Governor General in Couneil
has not accepted the recommend-
ations made In the Resolution
and no action has  accordingly
been taken thercon.

Secretary of State has been in-
formed that the Government of
India agree that the Convention
should %e ratifled on behalt of
India, and Local Governments
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Statement showing Resglutions adopled by the Legislative Assembly during the Delhs
session, 1924, and action taken by Gorernment thereon—concluded.

Date | ]

s erish on By wh Subject of | Department
e ;2{'0.% ¥ whom. Resolution. ! colx):aeerned. Action taken by Government.

- P — - [

13 — | 8th_March | The Honourable | Ratification of Inter-

contd.| 1924, Sir  Malcolm | natjonal Conl:/er:- Home
Halley, tion for suppression
of obscene publica- |
tions,

have been consulted on the
amendment which will be neces-
sary in the Indian Penal Code an
the Criminal Procodure Code. It is
proposed to undertake the neces-
sary legistation in the September
session.

14 | 20th March | Mr. Amar Nnth | Repeal of Do
1921. Dut(. {(s%s:ﬂntlou T | TOme o e Ronsons statod, in the cour
' 2 3 i ove
India have been unablo ;,o accopt
the Resolution and no actlon has

l mnuleato a report on the debate
to the Secretary of Btate,

Orium AND LIQUOR TRAFFIC.

248. Tue HoNouraBLE MR. R.P. KARANDIKAR : Isi

i i : Isitaf
Hardinge stated (on 21st Scptember) in the (l‘ommi'ctees i@: gct)thgllizfl
c;:igge d;)f Natlol}s) that the power to deal with the action of opium rzsted
Mo, : es containing an effective majority of members elected by the people ?
(@) Can the Government of India say if His Lordship was referring to

Advisory Committees in the several Provi
y Lo €es m nees (exc '
the Legislative Councils in Provinces ? fexcept Assam’ or

(b) Is this ccntrol regarding opium extended to aleoholic drinks ?

(c) What steps are taken by the Government of India ; i
L ; € in la
policy available in transferred and provincial subjecfs,};g]'gxm?r:'sr;
upon Local Governments the necd for progressive restrictions
on alcoholic drinks as well as opium ?

TaE HonouraBLE MR. A, C. McCWATTERS : ;
evidently roferred to the Legislative Councils in the Piﬁ’vifff:;. l-ord Hardinge

(b) Tt will be seen from item 16 in part 2 of Sch ;
_Ruleg thz_a,t Excise, which includes the c?mtrolling of z?:;ﬁolligfl; h:o?evglutxhon
intoxicating drugs, is a provincial subject under the Minister qandaal OP o
vincial Legislature has the same control over other excise mattors a or the
internal consumption of opium. 8 over the

(c}) Under Rule 49 of the Devolution Rules it is not

. . Lol open
Governinent to interfere in the administration of tra,nsferr};g sﬁ%’th: .Central
to the extent indicated in that rule. Jocta*except

Trne Honourase Dr. Sir DEVA PRASAD SAR

. .y . SARV. .
- What is the residuum of powers and obligations left in the cﬁﬂf%“m :
ment with regard to Excise which is a transferred provincial subject ¢ overn-

THE HoNOURABLE MRr. A. C. MOWATTERS: As I have | .
is defined in rule 49 of the Devolution Rules. The ;ow“ ?:eliim“,s:estated l:t
Honourable Member no doubt knows, “ to safeguard the admj 'str;t?:nt o(;

T4ra Juxm 1924,

baen taken other than to com-«
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Central subjects, to decide questions arising between two provinces in cages
where the provinces concerned fail to arrive at an agreement, and to safe-
guard the due exercise and performance  of certain defined powers which
are imposed on the Governor General in Council under certain specified
sections of the Government of India Act.

Tae HonourasrE Dr. Sik DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY: My
question i directed to this. What is the net result of the interpretation of
that rule made by the Governor General in Council ?

Tag HoNouraBLE MR. A. C. McWATTERS : The net result, I think,
is that it leaves the Provinces a fairly free hand. .

Tug BriTisn GuiaNa COLONISATION SCHEME.

949. Tre HoNouraBLE MR. R. P. KARANDIKAR : (a) Is the colonisation
scheme for British Guiana to take place on labour or service scheme for the
benefit of the colony concerned ?

(8) Is it under contemplation to consider the whole emigration question
and recast the Indian law on the point ? , .

{¢) What are the powers of the Immigration Committee and what is the
work expected of it ? =

Tae HoNourapLe Sik NARASIMHA SARMA: (a) The Honourable
Member is in possession of the scheme put forward by Sir J. Nunan and hig
colleagiies and: cah form his-own conclusions. As he is aware, the matter is
still under consideration by the Standing Committes on -Emigration of the
two Houses of the Legislature. ’ ~

PP A Y
Y

B R I N AT 1 T ot VNt SR D S ,
(®) The ;;ply 1s1m thef‘nei:rnvﬂz.:;} °{4‘”u;.’.=,a.:;£:-i:m iy @g,‘:;%;a e

- {¢)..The Honourable Member is referred to:th n,xj!ee  issued with the Gov.."
Depattmett No 9"’vn :

LA T S
{ .

ernment of India, Education, Health and ' Lands'
No. 114 (Overseas), dated the Tth February, 1924.
AccoMMOoDATION FOR HaJ PrnariMs mv BoMBAy. :

250. Tee HoNourasiz Dr. Sz DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY :

(6) Has the attention of the Government been called to the report of

the Protector of Emigrants at Bombay about the inadequacy of accommoda-
tion for Haj pilgrims there and consequent hardship and disease ?

(b) Would the Government please ‘state what steps they propose to take

- and when for removing the state of affaits ?

(c) Would the Government please state if any assitt: nce hﬁs been re'céivea‘
from the public for dealing with the situation ? _
_ (d) Would the Government please state what funds are available for
relieving the distress of the emigrants and how such funds can be supple}ne,ﬂﬁadl?;
. Tug HowourasLe Sik NARASIMHA SARMA : (a) Yes. The Honourable
Member is presumably referring to the report of the Protector of Pilgrims.
(b) The pilgrim traffic in 1923 was abnormally high and the.question ot
relieving thé congestion at Bombay by gpening other porty to pijgrim traffic
ie receiving the consideration of Government. - S .
M610s ‘ v . . -
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() Yes. During the last pilgrim season certain gentlemen in Bombay
placed houses at the disposal of the Protector of Pilgrims for the accommoda-

tion of pilgrims and provided tarpaulin shelters outside the Carnac Road
Musafirkhana,

(d) The Government of India have no information,

PrICE oF SacOHARINE,

251. Tue Howourasir Mr. PHIROZE O, SETHNA : Is it a fact that
the customs duty on Saccharine is Rs. 20 per lb., and that Saccharine is sold

in Bl%m?ay and at other places in India at as low a rate as Rs. 9 to Rs. 12
per b, ?

Tee Honourasie Mr. A. C. McWATTERS: Yes, reports have®

reached Government to g similar effect.

SMueeLING oF SACCHARINE INTO INDIA.

252. Tue Howourasre Mr. PHIROZE C. SET . W )
ment be pleased to state if it is a fact that— HNA: Wil Govern

(a) Baccharine is smuggled into India without
at all, or 8 out payment of any duty

(b) smuggled into India from places like Pondich and Singapore
wliere thedduty is at a much lower rate :::Iy on the invl:i)ce
value ; an

(c) what steps they have taken or propose to take to ensure the correct
amount of customs duty being paid ?

THE HOoNOURABLE Mr. A. C. MOWATTERS (a) and (b). Both the
possibilities referred to by the Honourable Member are fair inferences from
the fact that saccharine is reported to be sold at a price lower than the duty.

(¢) All possible steps within the capacity of the existin reventive staff
aze being taken, but it would not be in the public interest to gié)ulge th;vc?e:ails
of the arrangements,

RECENT R10TS IN BRITISH GUINANA.

263, Tae HoNoURABLE MR. G. A. NATESAN : (2) Have the Government
received any official information regarding the recent riots in British Guiana
in which & number of Indians were fired at, wounded and killed ¢

(b) Are the Gove{nment. aware that the British Guiana Government have
not yet g]llvefx:lﬁ:o I;dmn emigrants reduced return passages, and that ingist-
ence on the rate prevents many Indians from returni i
to be one of the reasons for the rio{? ng and is alleged

Tre HoNOURABLE S NARASIMHA SARMA: An inquirv i
circumstancs of the riot has been ordered by the British Gtﬁan(imgyvmong:
and began on the 7th April. The results of this inquiry have not yet been oom-
municated to the Government of India, and it is not possible, therefore, to
&ive an authoritative version of the causes of the riot and all the incidents
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connected with it. From information which has so far heen received it would
appear that there was a strike of wharf labourers in George Town on the 31st
March and that on the following day there was disorder in the city. The
authorities restored order, but to prevent recurrence of trouble issued a pro-
clamation prohibiting assemblies and crowds. The events of the lst April
produced excitement among Indian labourers on the plantations across the
river afnong whom there was evidently dissatisfaction with regard to the wages
they were receiving. There was some trouble on the 2nd April but the situa-
tion was well in hand. On the 3rd alarge crowd composed mainly of Indians
and some negroes and including men, women and children marched in proces-
sion towards George Town. They were stopped at Penitence Bridge and
asked to disperse. The authorities, however, offered to let a deputation of
five Indians and five negroes enter the town. The crowd, it is understood,
would not disperse. The Riot Act was read but evidently without effect, and
the police were attacked with stones and sticks. It would appear that &
crowd had also collected at the rear of the police in the town, and finding them-
selves menaced both in front and behind the police opened fire. 11 Indians
and 1 negro were killed and 16 Indians and five negroes were wounded.
Among the killed were 2 women and a boy of 15.

A Commission to inquire into and report on the conditions of employ-
ment and rates of wages paid to stevedores, wharfmen and other labourers
engaged in the loading and unloading of vessels has also been appointed.

Tue HonouraBLe Mr. G. A, NATESAN: Is the Honourable Member
aware that it is distinctly alleged that one of the causes of the riots referred to
recently is due to the very low wages that Indians are getting there ?

. THE HoNoURABLE Sir NARASIMHA SARMA : It would seem that
some time ago, somewhere about December 1923, it was represented to the
Government that there was a fair margin of 25 per cent.above the cost of
living. The British Guiana Government have had no definite representations
made to them before the riots with regard to the inadequacy of the wages, but
from the information that the Government of India have it would appear that
there was dissatisfaction, as I have already stated, as to the adequacy of the
wages and that seems to have been one of the causes of the arrangement of
this procession which led to these unfortunate results.

Tue HoNouraBLE MR. G. A, NATESAN: Is the Honourable Member
aware, apart from the question of very low wages, that people are finding
it exceedingly difficult to return to India as the cost of passages has risen
considerably and according to the agreement arrived at the authorities will
not give the people the lower rate of passage which they are entitled to ?

Tur HoNoURABLE SR NARASIMHA SARMA : It is true that the cost
of passages had risen recently, but the Government of India cannot agree with
the statement that the British Guiana Government are not doing their duty
in providing facilities for repatriation in the manner suggested.

Tre HoNoURABLE MR. G. A. NATESAN : Is the Honourable Member
aware that there have been complaints by the Indians that the British Guiana
authorities are putting a strange interpretation on the clause regarding their
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duty to nelp to repatriate at the rate at which they were originally taken

there.

Tae HoNoURABLE SiR NARASIMHA SARMA: There is evidently a
difference of opinion as to the construction that ought to be placed upon the

original rules and some dissatisfaction has been expressed. The Govern-

ment of India will try to ascertain what the exact position is at present.

\ ,
Tue HowouraBLE Mr. G. A. NATESAN: One more supplementary

question, Sir. Are the Government of India aware that very recently one
of the leading English newspapers in British Guiana named the “ Chronicle ”
has published a report that the Indian Association at a public meeting held
under the presidency of the Deputy Mayor have declared that they are strong-

‘ly opposed to emigration in view of the recent riots and fall in wages and the

difficulty of finding steamers to get back to India.

Tee HoNouraBLE SiR NARASIMHA SARMA: The Government of
India’s attention has not been drawn to that report and they would be obliged
if the Honourable Member will furnish them with a copy. '

Tee HoNnourasiLE MR. G. A, NATESAN: T have got a telegram on the
gubj ect.

Tue HoNouRABLE Sir DR. DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY : Has not
the whole subject of wages and allied natters which is raised in these questions
been considered recently by the departmental committee, the duty of which
is to consider these matters ? If so, what has been the result ? *How does that
reflect on the question of further facilitics for emigration that the British Guiana
. deputation sought for recently ?

Tue HoNourasie SiR NARASIMHA SARMA: The question was in-
vestigated by the Standing Emigration Committee, and a recommendation
has been made to the Government of India that an officer should be deputed
to British Guiana to ascertain the exact position with regard to wages, with
regard to sanitary conditions and the improvements that are being effected in
the Colony by the Government. The Government of India have reached no
conclusion on the subject and would rot' and cannot ‘in ‘the matter

further unless they know the result of the inquiry into the causes of riots which -

is being instituted at the instance of the British Guiana Government.

' Tmg HowouraBtk Sarvip RAZA ALI: 'As regards the reply of the
"Honourable Member to part (a) of Mr. Natesan’s question No. 253, namely,
that a Commissicn had been appointed (but its report has not been received) to
inquire into the causes of the riot, will the Honourable Member be pleased to
state as to wherefrom he has got the information on the basis of which he gave
some of the facts to this Counecil relating to the said riot % C

Toe HonouraBLE SiR NARASIMHA SARMA: A preliminary report
has been furnished to the Colonial Office by the Government of British Guiana.
It was communicated to the India Office who communicated it to the Govern-
ment of India and I have based my statements on the strength of that com-
munication. The Government have ‘stated that an inquiry is being insti
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and certainly therefore we shall have to await the results gf the inquiry in order
to ascertain really what the facts were.

Tue HonourasLE DR, Sir DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY : Is the
House to understand that no earlier and more direct news about this riot was
available except through the Colonial Office and the India Office.

T HoNouraBLE St NARASIMHA SARMA :  The Government of India
have no other means of ascertaining as to what took place in that Colony except
through the India Office and the Colonial Office. ‘

TANGANYIEA ORDINANCES.

954. Tee HoxoursBLE Mr. G. A. NATESAN: (a) Have Government
received any representations from the Indian Association, Dar-es-Salaam,
,regarding the hardships caused by three trade Ordinances recently enact-
ed ? ’

(6) Have the Government made any representations to the sautho-
rities concerned regarding the grievances mentioned by the Indian Associa-
tion ?

Tee HoNourasLe Sik NARASIMHA SARMA : (a) The reply is in the
afirmative. (b) The Government of India made representations last year
and the Traders Licensing Ordinance has been amended to the extent that
Traders whose profits'do not exceed 3000$ a year have been exempted from
the obligation to maintain accounts in English or Swahili, while as regards
other traders the obligation will not be enforced before three years from the
commencement of the Ordingnce. The question of making further representa-

‘

tions is under considesation. ' A .
Taz TaNGanyixa TRADERS }'.aangpmt;, ORrDrwanom, ,,

N ) . 4 DN ¥ SRR S 1 »'trk"*\k'{*it;,. o Tant Y i
955. Taw Honourasit Mm. ¢, A. NATESAN:  Are the Govetnpant
sware thet Indian merchants in Tanganyika are compelled to keep E eir
sccounts in French or English or Swahili and not in Gujarati as bitherto,
and that this Ordinance inflicts serious hardship on them % ‘

Tre HoNoUrABLE S1R NARASIMHA SARMA: The Honourable Member
is referred to the answer to his previous question.

GRIEVANCES OF INDIANS IN TANGANYIKA.

256. THE HoNoURABLE MR. G. A. NATESAN: Have Government been
requested by the Indian Association, Tanganyika, to send the Indian Colonies
Committee to that territory for studying the grievances of the Indian com- .
munity on the spot ¢ Will Government kindly state what action they pro-
pose to take in the matter ? : :

Tue HoNouraBLE Stk NARASIMHA SARMA : The answer tp the first
part of the questionisin the affirmative. Government do not intend to take
any action on the request at present. o

GRIEVANCES OF INDIANS ™N NATAL.

957. e HoNouraniz Mr. G. A. NATESAN :- Are Government aware
that very recently attempte have been made in the Natal Péovincial Council
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to refuse to Indiang any further licenses or purchases of land ? Will the
g:(\lremamk enti;i t:tl:et early 1:iillzepshto ascertain the exact nature of the propoamll
nd make efforts to see that ¢ e interests of the Indis i

Fiohts ars caretully safotmadon e Indians there and their vested

Tee HonouraBLE Si1R NARASIMHA SARMA :
no information on the subject but will make inquiri;es. The Government have

Tae HoNoURABLE MR. G. A. NATESAN : Will the H
. ' A : o ble Member
kindly state what action has been taken by the Govemmentlg‘fnll::ﬁaein :;;ared

to the Resolution on the Class Areas Bill which .
last session of the Council of State 7 ill which was unanimously passed at the

T HoNoURABLE SirR NARASIMHA SARMA : The i

] ASIMI : only action could b
for the Government of India to bring it to the notice of the priper au:l?oritiez
for the purpose of securing the redress which India wants. |

Tre HonouraBLE Mr. G. A. NATESAN: May I ask whether the Gov-

ernment of India have received an i i
eramont of wndia hav: y reply in reply to the represenation to the

Tae HonouraBre Sir NARASIMHA SARMA : ' . ,
useful that I can communicate to the Council MA : 8o far there is nothing

?
Sir H. Lucarp’s ScHEME re THE KENvA HIGHLANDS.

2568. Tae HoNOURABLE Mr. G. A, NATESAN: Ar
. . G. A, : th
India aware of the correspondence that has passed betweeenetl?: ‘i:rdni?e(;l;iz:

and the Colonial ing Si )
Highlands zoma Office concerning Sir H. Lugard’s scheme about the Kenya

Tee Ho
nogative, NOURABLE Sik NARASIMHA SARMA : The reply is in the

Porr-rax 1N Fu.

259. Tae HoNourarpe MR. G. A. NATESAN -
of India aware that the poll-tax in Fi i
classes of Indians ?

- (a) Are the Government
ji salls most heavily cn the poorer

(b) Have the Government an e i Taers
rofusiny to pay tho polltax 1 - o o0 ¥ Whether Indians in Fiji are

. Tuae Honourasre Sk NARASIM : P
the affirmative and to (b) is in the negati}{;z. SBARMA: The reply to (a) is in

ABOLITION oF THE SUGAR-TAX IN Fij1,

260. THE HoNoURABLE MR. G. A, NATESA
_260. : Mr. G. A, ISAN :  Are the Gove
India aware that the sugar-tax of five shillings per ton ]na:te beZ;J:&f;;;egf

by which act th : .
y e C & 8sugar companies have been relieved of £58,000 a year

Tae HonouraBre Sir NARASIMHA ' :
India have received no official information onst:lill:ﬁj.ect?he Government of
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Tue HonoUrABLE Saiyip RAZA ALI: Will the Government of India
be pleased to acquaint themselves with the subject-matter of this question ¢
Will they make inquiries ?

Tee HonouraBLE Stk NARASIMHA SARMA: They had sufficient
information at their disposal to make the necessary representations to the
authorities concerned, and I do not see that the Government of India can do
anything further at present to effect the object the Honourable Member has
In view.

Tae HoNoUraBLE Saryip RAZA ALI: Did they make any represent-
ations in this connection on & former occasion ? .

Tge HosouraBre Ste NARASIMHA SARMA: Numerous represent-
ations on the question of the poll-tax which is the subjec-matter of this

question. .

Prorosep RESTRICTION OF INDIAN IMMIGRATION INTO Soure RHODESIA.
261. TeE HoNoURABLE MR. G. A. NATESAN : Have the Government
of India any information as to the proposed restriction of Indian immigra-

tion into South Rhodesia as outlined in a recent speech of the Governor,
Sir Charles Coghland ? If s, what action do the Government of India

propose to take in the matter ?

Tar HonouraBrtE Stk NARASIMHA SARMA: The Government of -
India have no information apart from what has appeared in the Fress. They
intend to await developments. :

EMIGRATION TO EAST AFRICA.

262. Tee HoNourasLE Mr. G. A. NATESAN: Will the Government
of India give figures of Indians going out as deck passengers by the'B, L. 8.N,
ateamers from Bombay and Porbunder during each year from 1919 to 1924
to Mombasa and returning each year from Mombasa ?

Tue HonouraBLE Sir NARASIMHA SARMA: A statement is laid on
the table.

Statement showing the number of deck passengers who travelled from Bombay or Porbunder
to Mombassa and back during the years 1919 to 1924.

No. of passengers | No, of passengers
from Bombay or | from Mombassa to
Year. Porbunder Bombay or Por-
to Mombassa. bunder.
1919 . 4049 2844,
1920 .. N 51758 3887
1921 . . . . 1925 5618
1922 .. . . . 3116 3909
1923 . 4140 8753
1924 . 575 658
(Januay to February)
Total X 19,563 20,769
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Tae HoNourastk Dz. 812 DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY : Sil',‘

:P regargﬁ q;lexltlon No. 2(;3‘,1m view of the answer to my supplementary quee-
ion on the last occasion I do not think any useful i by
asking this question at this stage. d L Puipose will be se?fed b7
Question No. 264 has also been partly answered i asi v
But if the Honourable Member has fny s}i’:atement tomxi]aal?: e:;otu: v:fxizs;?llils

qu:se is likely to have an opportunity of discussing the question Ishall be glad
of it.

Taz HoNourasiLk THE PRESIDENT: The H
decide whether to put the question or not, e Honourable Member mupt

Tre HoNourasrk Dr. 81n DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIRARY : That

is my question. Question 264 (a) has I believe already been answered by the«

Honourable Mr. Crerar and I would ask question 264 (b).

. Tre HoNouraBrE Mr. J. CRERAR: I think. Sir. it uld be more
convenient to the House if I answered the question in its :)rigi::l form.; i’fnthe
Honourable Member will be good enough to ask it in that form. /

Tre HoNouraBLE Dr. 81 DEVA PRASAD SAR , )
well, 8ir, then I will ask question No. 264. . VADHIKARY Very

Tue SteepEr CoNTRACT CoMMITTEE,
263.* ;o . % % e *

Di1soussion or THE Lee CoMmissioN’s REPORT IN THE COUNOCIL oF STATE.

264. Tae HoNouraBLE DR. S;r DEVA PRASAD SARVAD :
(a) Ha.s the attention of the Government been called to the stfmrgﬁrﬂf
Mr. Richards in the House of Commons that no orders would: be

on the Lee Commission’s Report without the R owe: ‘
the Legislative Assembly ¢ epo ! e Report being discussed in

(8) Would the Government be pleased to state if and when the Council
of State would have an o ity of disoussi orders
- e | P y ‘ soumngtheReportvbefordordmz,

* Taz HoNovnanuz Ms, J. CRERAR: Government have som the  state.
mogt;r_eimed to, the precise terms of which are ag fonow:.;-:em the m’teh
-+ (a) To ask the Under Secretary of State for India whether it is int.
comply With the wish expiessed in the Indian Legislative Aulex::bllx; :zgﬂlt:
report of the Lee Commission should be published simultaneously in India and
England and that no orders thereon should be passed without the report being

SE:\:;::?V: the Ansembly. The answer to both parts of the qu?stion is in tho

*The Howovrasts Dn. Stz DEVA PRASAD SARVADHTKARY | o
Government please lay on the table the terms of reference to $he cogzi;&),w"““ W

- "(b) Would the Government please i :
aid eyt ehe G ent pl state what evidence the Committee is suthorised

tive, v;onld Govemmant please state why non-official evidence will not be Mhhﬂ

(¢) Will non-offical evidence be taken and allowsd ? If the answer bo in the negs®

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 797

[

(%) As already announced Government are anxious to obtain the views of
the Legislature at the earliest possible date, and if any Honourable Member
desires t0 move a Resolution, they will be glad to give an opportunity for dis-
cussjon. '

STATEMENT LAID ON THE TABLE.

Tur HonouraBLE Mr. J. P. THOMPSON : (PorrricAL SECRETARY):
Sir, Ilay on the table the information promised in reply to question No. 54(h)
asked by the Honourable Mr. Phiroze C. Sethna on the 11th February 1924 re-
garding contributions, if any, made by the Government of India to the Con-
sular Service maintained by England in various countries.

Seatement o be kaid on the table during the ensuing session of the Council of State.

"The following contributions are made by the Government of India towards the Con-
sular Service maintained by England in various countries :—

{a) In Persia.—A moiety of the total annual cost.
. {b) In Ching.—A lump sum of £12,500 annually which covers a contribution to

diplomatic expenditure, & contribution of £ 475 annually towards the cost of the
"Penguyeh establishment and the whole cost of the establishment at Kashgar.

" {¢) In Afghanistan.—The whole ocost. .
(d) I Sien.—A hump sum of £1,320 annually, plus a moiety of the charges in
conmestion with buildisgs and works, for Chiengmai, and & moiety of the total
annual ‘codt in the vase of Nekewn Lampang (Lakbon).

(¢) In Arabia.—The whole cost of the Consulate and Political Agenoy at Muskat,

- with the exosption of a small expenditure in cennection with the siave trade
which is divisible with His Majesty’s Government, #nd the whole gost of the
Indian Vice-Consul at Jeddah, pay of the Conenl and his establishment
at Jeddlah is met by His Majesty’s Government.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT
AND THE HONOURABLE THE REVEREND Dr. E. M. MACPHAIL
ON BIRTHDAY HONOURS CONFERRED ON THEM. .

‘Tae HonourasLe Dr. Miax Sz MUHAMMAD SHAFI {Law Member) :
ir, in past years it has been customary for the President, twice every yeor
so offer the congratulations of this House to those of its Members who wers
recipients of honours in the New Year and King’s Brithday Homours List.
On this occasion, for obvious reasons, your natural modesty, Sir, makes it
impossible for you to perform that pleasant duty. In these circumstances,
with your permission, as Leader of the Hpuse I will for once perform that
pleasant task.

Sir, we all, officials as well as non-officials, in this House received with
the utmost pleasuge the announcement that His Majesty the King-Emperor
had been pleased to confer the honour of Knighthood on you. It is in the
fitness of things that a public servant of your long and distinguished career
should, on his appointment as President of the Council of State, have received

‘that honour. Indeed in honouring you His Majesty has honoured the Houge.

M61C8 : 0
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: ©
[Dr. Mian Sir Muhammad Shafi. ]

To the Reverend Mr. Macphail T desire to offer the congratulations of
this House on the well-merited Companionship of the Most Eminent Order
of the Indian Empire which has been conferred upon him. His serviges to
the cause of Indian education in general and as Vice Chancellor of the Madras
University are well known to all Honourable Memte:s, ard it has given us
all very great pleasure indeed that they have been appreciated in this signal
manner. (Applause). :

Tur Hovourasie THE PRESIDENT : Sir Mubammad Shafi, I thank
you once more for your kind remarks about myself, and the House t00 for the
kind way in which they have received those remarks. I have also to thank
you all for the consideration you have shown me in curtailing these proceed-
ings, and thus sparing my blushes. As & matter of fact, I do not see why
in this Tarticular case we need have departed from precedent, because I know

-very well that the honour which has been conferred on me is not due to any
personal merit of my own, but is & recognition of the position which the -
Council of State holds, and is therefore an honour paid to the Council rather
-than to myself. Had it been left to me to speak I should have said . things
-about the Council which would have called forth its blushes (Laughter).

Before I sit down I should like to associate myself with what Sir
Muhammad Shafi has said sbout the Honourable Dr. Macphail. 1 think
‘we have all felt that this Council has received additional weight by having
amongst its Members one so well known for his learning and hig real goodness
of heart. (Applause).

- Tae HoNouraBLE THE Reverenp Dr. E. M. MACPHAIL (Madras :
Nominated Non-official). Mr. President, I wish to thank the Lesder of the
House and yourself and all the Members very heartily indeed for the extremely
kind things they have said about me and for the extremely pleasant way
in which they have been received. I do not feel that I need say anything
more, but simply thank you very heartily indeed. _ S

ped

RESOLUTION RE REMOVAL OF THE IMPORT DUTY ON SULFHUR,
‘Tie Honoumasiz Mr, D. T. CHADWICK (Secretary, Commerce):
8ir, I beg to move the following Resolution: — . .
" . * This Council recommends to the Governdr Gleneral im Counoil to aatept 4he Secom
- mendation of the Tariff Board that the import duty on sulphur be removed *, | -
8ir, in effect I am now inviting the House to endorse one of thé ﬁmh%l
of the Tariff Board: I think the existence of & Tariff Board is. within the
. cognizance of everybody here. But this is the first time on wliioh any one
of its activities is being brought definitely befare this Council for their conai-
deration. This House will remember that a little over & yeat g 0 the Legis
lative Assembly passed a Resolution which was soce by iie Gov
-General in Council that the fiscal polioy of India should %e adapted in prineipl
to the fostering of industries under certain safeguards and provided it w
done with discrimination. Amongst those safeguards which are imgortans.
for our purpose to-day were two : one, that in making any reoommaﬂnﬂ'm

that the Tariff Boar
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due regard shouid be had to the dependence of the (fovernment of India

) xcise, export and import duties, 'and the oth.er, due
.::;::11 eaoaec$2§%seiggcof thepcommunity. The first industry which was

Tariff Board, a body organized to make inquiries to give
:%f:::ego t‘;‘fgf poai:‘cy, was steel ; and obviously one of the very first things
that came up was the question of the cost of manufacture of steel. Many of
my friends know that litle coal is suitable for direct use in blast furnaces,

‘and much of it has first to be turned into coke. In the course of making coke,

i tial industrial value
ider=ble amount of waste material of much potentia | valug
;c:};ﬁ(':ga :q,, tar, waste gases, Due and proper economy in manufacture an-

tails that as much use of these by-products should be made as possible, and one

[ one of the easiest to utilize the waste gasis to mahu-
.;fc tf\lzllree :m%e:ii :t?lihg;t: by means of treating it with sulphuric acid. It is
in, that way that this question of sulphur became germane to th9 inquiry
that 2 waa conducting into the lsteel industry. fThxsthResczlu-[
i i ut before the House merely as a request from the stee
vms‘:l;’v.mvﬁt;: il:xozhgs week we shall proba.bly have to consider. other reqlvxest:s
from the steel industry and much more definitely conneqf,ed with steel. This
has a wider support. Many applications have been received by Gpvgmmenﬁ
from several firms, from some coal raising firms who were manuf.actunng coke
‘and’ from others asking that this import duty on sulphur, which the House
knowsis ‘15 per cent. ad valorem, should be removed. Therefore, Govern-
ment thought that it was advisable to refer this subsidiary question of sulphur
to the Pariff Board at once. The Tariff Board unhesitatingly recommend
that sulphur should be trensferred to the free list. In such cases the mere
‘fact that all the withesses who gave e idence before thq Tariff Board Wete in
favour of the removal of the duty should emrry very. little weight with this
Housa.. Bverybody is.interested:to.geb higromn burden, of taxen to which he is
Jimble zeduced. I would gladly see the taxes. which 1 .naw 1 Ay Terooved ;. but
the point the Houge has to consider, is, did these applicaxits for muﬁu‘«%
# good case 7 The Government consider that the case for removal of g‘}ﬁm‘q"ﬁ.
phur duty is 8 good one on its merite. In the firet place, while all the sul hitr
used in India is imported into this country chiefly from Japan, Italy, snd the
United States, it all, except for & small portion which is uged for medicinal
purposes, goes directly into industry. I claim that tea cultivation is an indus-
try. It goes into chemical manufactures, it is utilized in coke making, in
waking sulphur ammonia, while Rowers of sulphur are also used on tea gardens
a8 an insecticide to keep down insect pests. In most other countries, practically
all, even inoluding those which have bigh protective tariffs, sulphur is admitted
free. There is one country which has an import duty at all comparable to our
level, and that is Japan which levies an impcrt duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem
as compared with 15 per cent. ad valorem in India, but Japan has its own local
resources of sulphur. It is usually said—I do not say with what truth(_n: oorrect-
nesg—that the degree of industrial development in & country can.be j udged 1 by
the amount of sulphuric acid which is consumed in its industries, so largely
does gulphuric acid euter into different industrial processes. The imparts of sul-
phur into India have been slowly increasing: Before the war we wereimpor ting
about 6,600 tons, now we are importing about 12,000, and this import du’gy of 15
per cent. minkes & difference of akout 7 por cent. in the cost of sulpburic acid,
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1 do not for & minute suggest that if this duty of 15 per cent. were removed’
there is going to be a boom in industries in India. But with an article such as
this which goes into wide use, it is advisable to do everything I think we can to
encourage its importation. All the industrial arguments are in favour of the free
import of sulphur. At the same time we must remember that in accepting any
recommendation to place sulphur on the free list, we have due regard to the
fact that the revenues of the Government of India are so dependent on import
and export duties and excise duties. The revenue obtained from the import
of sulphur is about 2 lakhs a year, and it is one that has only increased slowly.
1 am glad to say my friends in the Finance Department, who have rightly
and naturally to be careful and look very closely at any plausible argnments
for getting away from taxation, have, after weighing fully the merits of this

{4m June 1924.

case, decided that they could well forego that small amount in ordet to allow

the freer import of 8 commodity which is so widely used and goes into so
‘many different industrial purposes. I therefore recommend to the House
that in this case we accept the recommendation of the Tariff Board, and that
" all sulphur be transferred to the free list ; that is, it be excused from the presen
duty of 15 per cent. ad valorem. A

Tae HonouraBe Mr. HAROON JAFFER (Bombay Presidency :
. Muhummadan) : 8ir, it gives me great pleasure to support the Resolution
moved by my Honourable friend, Mr. Chadwick, Thefact that the Govern-
ment of India have accepted the recommendations of the Tariff Board and
- come before the Legislature for its sanction is, to my mind, very encouraging
‘It is significant of the important change that has taken place in the attitude
and the policy of Government. ;

It is no doubt true that the loss of revenue to the Government treasury
owing to the removal of the import duty on sulphur is negligible, but it is the
principle underlying the step Government are taking that is of the utmost
importance. Government are giving practical proof, however belated, of
their desire to encouraie the indigenous industries of India by remO\"ing
obstacles from their path, and are prepared even to sacrifice revenue for the
attainment of the object. It is a universally accepted principle that the raw
materials of industry should not be burdened with the weight of duties that
will increase the cost of production of manufactured goods. Sulphur is
admitted to be an important raw material of many valuable industries, and
it is in the fitness of things that the duty on its imports, against whicl,1 our
manufacturers have long complained and protested, should be taken off.”

I t_herefore heartily congratulate Government on the welcome step they
are taking and strongly support the Resolution moved by the Honourable
Mr. Chadwick.

Tae HovwouraBtE MR. LALUBIIAI SAMALDAS (Bombay: Non-
Muhammadan): Sir, I also rise to support the motion made by my
Honourable friend, Mr. Chadwick. This is the first time that this House
has had the opportunity of discussing a recommendation of the Tariff Board.
1f I remember aright, the recommendation made by the Fiscal Commission
comes befo.e us for the first time. We ought to be thankful to Government

_other place, 8ir, as my Honouraly$-y A

’ P
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REMOVAL OF THE IMPORT DUTY ON SULPHUR.

Basad of taking it to the
ol Jaffer said, thig
& given up the

for bringing this matter up before this / :

Rgsolution shows that the Govergiig N '
laissez faire attitude of the past #f 3 Mnd are now i

right earnest to help industries, dustries Tnclude\tXoMRrgest industry
ingustry. (oou‘_ \

in India, I mean the agricultun

As regards the use of sulp} t;, ammonia, my Honogris
Chadwick, referred to the induslial gide of it. 1f the HpuSt/y
I would Iike to refer to the advéitaBepthat would ac
the use of sulphate of ammonia ds'gn swtificial mant
Report says that as a rule very little Swlphav® as.ae"n) _
are used as fertilizers for agricultural pUTIRESEgWS X happy to say that in
my province and in the Deccan a large amount of sulphate of ammonia 18
ing used, and not only is the sulphate of ammonia produced in India sold
there, but sometime back the World Federation of Sulphate of Ammonia
sent their agents to the Deccan to push on the sales there. What is
necessary, Sir, is that my friends from the Punjab, for instance, or the
United Provinces, who are keenly interested in agriculture, should carry on
real propagandist work for the use of sulphate of ammonia and super-
phosphates as fertilizers for agriculture. Not only as an _industrialist but as
one keenly interested in agriculture, I support this Resolution moved by my
Honourable friend, Mr. Chadwick. ,

 Tue HonouraBLe CooNsL Nawas Sie UMAR HAYAT KHAN (West
Punjab: Muhammadan): On behalf of the zamindars, I rise to support the
Resolution, especially when the outturn of our lands is decreasing and the
Government dues are increasing. In our present condition we have to think
of such things as manures, and perhaps this Resolution may save the -zamin-
dars. 8o I support it.

Trg HonoUrABLE Dr. Si DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY (West
Bengal : Non-Muhammadan): From the point of view put forward by the
last two speakers particularly, I desire to associate myself with the smooth
carriage of this Resolution in the House. Sir, when the question of discrimi-
nating protection came up in another House, I took upon myself to say that
if protection was really bad for agriculture I sheuld not have it at any price.
That is & gosition to which I still adhere, and from that point of view and
considering how beneficial this first act of the Government of India under the
advice of the Tariff Board is to be, I wholeheartedly support this Resolution,
The Tariff Board has brought out the fact, which is very much felt in Bengal
of all the provinces on account of its poverty, that it is unfortunate that only
a small portion of India’s production of valuable chemical manures is con-
sumed in the country, and that is because we cannot pay the present prices.
The prices will or ought to come down by the removal of the duty on sulphur.
There is something more that has not been brought out in the report of the Com-
mittee, namely, bone dust which is used as manure under advice of the Agri-
cultural Department without due admixture of sulphur not only does not help
agriculture but really hurts it. From all these points of view and from the
point of view of facilities for the manufacture of heavy chemicals for which
India is well fitted, the Government have done well to take the first step in

¢ gl agriculture by
. “pf Tariff Board’s
ioffr super-phosphates
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[Dr. 8ir D. P. Sazyadhikary.] 3 - : e
this matter promptly and this House may con it 5 olees
t promptl ' gratulate itself th
Where large discussions are going on about more definite pmnoﬁgc:ﬁtzkgi
the Tariff Board, this Resolution, if adopted, will be the first feather in the cap

of this House in the matter of proclaiming and fixing down teally discriminat-

ing protection without which no industry under present conditions ¢

in India. Tt is supposed to be the first axicl))m of comtiﬂft?;:ztlga;rgng e1(3!!
in some countries that the King can do no wrong. It has uhfortuna}:)ely
become the constitutional principle with certain sections of our friends here
that the Government of India can do no right. Let 1s give the Government
of India all credit when they take their courage in both hands in spite of
the Honourable Mr, Chadwick’s neighbourhood of the Honoursblrt: Mr
;chawem and are prepared to make sacrifices without looking dor quid pﬂ;
quo and see that needful protection is given so that the industry and agricul
ture of the country may thrive. T 808 oame

.. Tae HoNourasiz Smpar CHARANJIT SINGH (Pumiah: Nomi-
o ) ] ( P : -
nate% Non-official) : Sl;i I strongly support the Resolutiosl vuvlll;{aclli hnNg:.:n
8o ably moved by my Honourable friend, Mr. Chadwick. It is quite clesr
_f;.om the Report of the Tariff Board that the removal of duty on sgl bur will
Te beneficial, not only to a large number of industriee, but also to Eculture.
!ne Yoss to revenue will be only about Rs, 2 lakhs, whilst the a.dvant‘sn es whioch
will be derived by the removal of this duty on sulphur will considér%,bl t-
weigh this small loss. I therefore support the Resolution. ‘ v ol

Tae Honovrariz Mz, D. T. CHADWICK : 1 and that
‘ ‘ . -D.T. : lamvery gl
the House is 8> unanimous on this Resolution and I do ng %ﬁﬁﬁf&dnmt
quires any more words from me to recommend its acceptance to this Council.

Tue HoNourarie THE PRESIDENT : The question is:

Thant thlﬂ C()!mﬂﬂ mmmdﬂ t’O the (;ovemo nel h ) ‘(’ml)t the
T Gmﬂml h M I
P

- Themotion wasadopted.

b,

STATEMENT OF BUSINESS FOR THURSDAY, THE 5TH JUNE, 1994

STATEMENT OF BUSINESS. €03
e Bill forfhwith, they have no
n opportunity of considering
Sir, to decide, after taking
days’ interval prescribed

Government will be prepared to proceed with th
desire whatever to deprive Honourable Members of a
the Bill at leisure and will leave it entirely to you,
the sense of Honoutable Members, whether the three

by Rule 27 should or should not be waived.

Tue HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT : Rule 27 runs as follows :

down in the list of business which shall,
be not less than three days from. the
tice may move that the Bill be

“On the day on which the motion is set
unless the President otherwise directs,
receipt of the notice, the Member giving no
taken into consideration ”.

When the matter comes up to-morrow for consideration, it should be under-

stood that, unless I am moved to direct that the Bill be taken into consideration
-:!arlier, it will be taken into consideratién after three days. Therefore, if it is
the desire of the House that we should take the Bill into consideration earliez:,
I should be moved accordingly. I will then consider the matter . The Council

will now stand adjourned till 11 A.M. to-morrow.
*  The Council then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, the 5th

June, 1924.

| Trz HonounravLt Tas PRESIDENT; Has the 1. o Leader |
of the House any statement to make about the course of ;1‘11%1;11':21; g:ul’:&déf

Tax Hoxourasrz Dr, Miax Stz MUHAMMAD § ‘ |
. N N . ‘. 0. . HAFI : i K
ltetnhme oé oﬁilglal business which remair s to be brought before the Cot?xi%ﬂ‘tgfe Sotzlt,; T
uir - A teel Industry (Protection) Bill, which is now pending before the Legisla- -
:o ve ‘Assembly. It is hoped that the Bill will be passed by that Chambet
m;ﬂg,g a:fdtllxti‘m();ugg?fted th:t gc;:; may be pleased to direct that a further
‘ 8 Council may be held to-morrow for the pu ing the
Bill on the table. I may mention that on the Bill bei R jaying the
Mr. Chadwick will, under Rule 26, gi o of his it ooty tone Honoursble
. will, ! > 26, give notice of his intent  the
Bill be taken into consideraticn, and in doing so, “\: iellln ilegxxt;tl: o&eﬂ?ﬁ&:
} &,



COUNCIL OF STATE.

Thursday, 5th June 1924,

S

The Council met in the Council Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, the
‘Honourable the President in the Chair.

STATEM];]NT BY THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE REGARDING THE
STEEL INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL.

'Pue HonouranLe Dr. Miax Six MUHAMMAD SHAFI (Law Member) :
Sir, I greatly regret the inconvenience caused to Honourable Members and to
yourself, Sir, by this infructuous meeting, and I suggest for your consideration
that the best means of avoiding a repetition of a contingency of this nature
will be found in an adjournment of the House to a date and hour to be announced
hereafter. Itis hoped that the Steel Industry (Protection) Bill will be passed
by the Assembly either to-day or to-morrow, and that it will prove possible to

" hold a meeting of this Council for the purpose o laying the Bill on the day next

“
“t

following that on which the Bill is so passed. Should the Assembly make
amendments in the Bill it would be necessary to reprint the Bill as amended
for the purpose of circulating to Honourable Members, and convenience might
therefore be served if the next meeting of the Council were called at a somewhat
later hour than usual. This again, Sir, is. of course, merely a suggestion for
your consideration.

Tug HoNoUraBLE DR. DWARKANATH MITTER (West Bengal : Non
Muhammadan): Might1, Sir, inquire whether, if the Bill is passed in the Legisla-
tive Assembly to-day, it would be possible to lay it on the table to-morrow.
I move you, Sir, that in that case the rules of business might be suspended

_and we might proceed with the consideration of the Bill at once.

Tue HoNouraBLE DR. SIR DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY (West
Bengal: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, 1 strongly object to the proposal to suspend
the rules of business in a matter of this description Where questions of principle
are involved and the Council of State ought to have full time for the proper
consideration of the whole measure. There is absolutely no reason why,
if time elsewhere has been taken to the extent that it has been, this Council
should be expected to come ready with its mind made up the moment the Bill

is laid on the table.

Tur HonourasLk LaLa SUKHBIR SINHA (United Provinces Northern :
Non-Muhsmmadan) : I also object to the proposal of the Honourable Dr.
Dwarkanath Mitter. The Bill is of great importance and sufficient time
should. be given to the Honourable Members of this House for ‘the consi-
deration ef amendments that may be moS\(r)ed.

B

M3108.
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Tae Honourasik THE PRESIDENT: I do i . :
will be well advised to consider at the present mor:::tﬂxﬁgttil;aiz ﬂ(l)? Cotl(l)ngg
:mth the Bill if it is passed. It has first to be ascertained whetl%erntghe Bill
is passed. T}xerefore, I do not propose now to take the sense of the Conncil
on the question what. we shall do if the Bill is passed. T realise that this
uncertainty may cause inconvenience to some Honourable Members, but I do not
thmk. it is poss}ble to take any other course. The only questi(’m before me
at this moment is, whether we should adjourn until 11 a.x. to-morrow morni
. or, as the Honourable the Leader of the House has suggested, to a time a::g
a date to be fixed hereafter. If any Honourable Member desires to give his
views on that point, I shall be glad to hear him. > 08

Tue HoNouraBLeE DR. SIR DEVA PRASAD SARVAD
LE UR. b by HIKe :

may venture to submit, Sir, it would be wrong—I do not want to lllfe{fh;e w{)fr;
undl.gnlﬁedfto }mve to come here again on the off-chance of the Assembl
sending up the Bill sometime and to be told that it is not yet ready and that w);
had better gotbgcll’( an}(li cI(;me some other day. I consider therefore that the
course suggested by the Honourable the Leader of i

under the circumstances is suitable. er of the House is the one thut

As regards personal inconvenience, we know what i
. ) at 1t means to .
to leave other work behind and attend the sessions of the Council, uz :vt}}]](z :::1 :
time, the interests of public affairs, as well as the dignity of this Houge .
that the matter should be proceeded with regularly. » require

Tur HoNouraBLE CoroNkL Nawas Stk UMAR HA
' oL S YAT K
Punjab : Muhammadan) : 1 am also of the same opinion, HAN (Weat

Tae HonourabLe Dr. DWARKANATH MITTER : S

eye to eye with my Honourable friend Dr. Sir Deva Pmsadlréalr\fzgﬁ?l:a:ee
W_e are hex:e for the purpose of attending the meetings of the Council of Stag.
If it is pf)sglble, as I understand it is likely, that the Bill might be passed in thé
LegxslgtlveAssembly to-day, thereis no point in losinga day. If, therefore, Sir
you ynll fix to-morrow.11 A.M. as the time when the Bill should be taken i tr;
consideration in the hope that it will be passed by the Legislative Assembl i

day, I would not mind the inconvenience of coming here. e

Tue HoNOURABLE Lara SUKHBIR SINHA : 1 agree wi
able Dr. Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary that, if the Bi]‘lg.izen\zltt?)::szé{ gnotl;lr-
.Assembl).r to-day, we should not meet to-morrow and thus avoid so r)x’iucl:
inconvenience. I think the suggestion made by the Leader of the House is
very good, that is, as soon as the Bill is passed by the Assembly, some da
should be fixéd for this House and then we shall consider the matte’ h y
to proceed with the Bill. s to how

‘Tur HoNourasLe Mr. PHIROZE C. SETHRA (Bombay : N
. Qe . Ve X ay : Non-M .
T:ian%l' Dol tf;;(eblt’ Sll)ll‘, that, if the Bill is passed to-night ii the Iilegi:llt::ilgo
mbly, we wi P
moming}; e will be able to receive intimation to that eflect to-morrow

[5rn June 1924. -

STATEMENT r¢ THE STEEL INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL. - 807

Tug Honourasre TaE PRESIDENT :  Idonot likedo make any categori-
cal reply to that question, because the Bill though passed, might beso amended
as to have to be reprinted. But if it is passed to-night, and if it is possible to get
out the notices in time, certainly I will summon the Council for to-morrow
morning. 1 think the general sense of the House is that we should now adjourn
to some date and hour to be fixed* hereafter. 1 therefore declare that the

Council is adjourned accordingly.

*The next meeting of the Council was held on Friday, the 6th June, 1924,
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Friday, the 6th June, 1924.

The Council met in the Council Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, the
Honourable the President in the Chair.

S

. ) QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

-

ReveNvE aND E

265. Tue HoNoURABLE DE. DWARKANATH MITTER: What was
the revenue available to each province on the 3rd of January 1921 on the
basis of the Parliamentary rules framed under the Meston Award and what
was the sanctioned scale of expenditure for each province on that date ?

%PENDITURE OF PROVINCES ON THE 3RD OF JANUARY 1921.

Ter HoxourasLe Mz. A. C. McWATTERS: I place on the table a

statement showing the standard figures on the basis of the Devolution Rules of
the revenue and expenditure of each Province at the time of introduction of the

new financial arrangements.
In lakhs of Rs.

N Y . .
— 2 2 'g‘b i ] S :
3 g | 2|~ |"F|E |~ g
& 2 =] A =) o 5]
Revenue - 14-98 |12-10 | 855 [12:30 | 9:74 | 8-24 | 4:31 [ 4°30 | 1-81
Expenditure 14-07 |11-55 | 8-16 [11°07 | 9-11 | 7-85 1 4°21 | 4:39 } 1°78

IMPROVEMENT OF FINANCIAL Position oF ProvINCES BY TAXATION OR BY
RETRENCHMENT UP TO END OF DECEMBER 1923,

«
-

966. Tue HoNoUrABLE DR. D \ [ .
extent each province has improved 1ts financial position by taxation or by

retrenchment up to end of December 1923 ?

Tz HoNOURABLE MR. A. C. McCWATTERS : I propose to take questions
Nos. 266, 268 and 969 together. The new financial arrangements came into
force with effect from 18t April 1921, and I would refer the Honourable Member
to the Finance and Revenue Accounts for 1921-22 and 1922-23 and the Civil
Estimates of Provincial Governments for 1923-24 copies of which will be foqnd
in the Library. If the Honourable Member wishes to have any information
which he cannot obtain from these volumes, I shall be glad to obtain it for him,

it T can and if he will speak to me on the matter.
‘ 809

DWARKANATH MITTER: To what:

W
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RESOURCES AND SANCTIONED SCALE OF EXPENDITURE OF THE (GOVERNMENT
OF IND1A ON THE 3RD JANUARY 1921.

267. Tae HonouraBLE Dr. DWARKANATH MITTER: What were
the resources of the Government of India and what was their sanctioned
scale of expenditure on the 3rd of January 1921 ?

Tae HoNOURABLE MR. A. C. MCWATTERS : When the total of Provin-
cial contributions was fixed at Rs. 9-83 crores, the resources of the Government

of India including these contributions were estimated at Rs. 1,07 crores accords

‘ing to the Reforms classification and their expenditure wasalso taken at the
same figure.

ExPANSION OF PROVINCIAL EXPENDITURE BETWEEN THE 3RD JANUARY

1921 anp THE 318t DECEMBER 1923,

*268. Tue HoNourasie Dr. DWARKANATH MITTER: To what
extent each province has expanded its expenditure between the 3rd January
1921 and the 31st December 1923 ¢

ProvINCIAL LOANS BETWEEN THE 3RD JANUARY 1921 aAnp THE 3lsT DE-
CEMBER 1023,

*269. Tue HoNovrasLE Dr. DWARKANATH MITTER: What are

the amounts of loans raised by each of these provinces between 3rd January

1921 and the 31st December 1923, and what is the annual sum necessary for
the service of these loans ?

MuBAMMADAN INCOME-TAX OFFICERS IN BENGAL.

270. Tar HonouraBLE MauLvi ABDUL KARIM : Will the Government,
be pleased to state why only one Musalman was taken in as an Assistant
Income-tax Officer out of nine such officers appointed in Bengal in March Just.

MUHAMMADAN CANDIDATES FOR POSTS OF INCOME-TAX OFFICERS IN BENGAL.

271. Tue HoxouraBLE Maurvi ABDUL KARIM: Is it not a fact that
there were among the Musalman candidates for the above-mentioned posts
B. As and M. A.s of Calcutta and Patna Universities with very good refer-
ences ?

Tee HoNOURABLE MR. A. C. McCWATTERS : The information has been
called for and will be furnished to the Honourable Member as soon 4s it is
received.

MuRAMMADAN CASHIERS IN DEPARTMENTS UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
272. TBE HoNoURABLE MavLvi ABDUL KARIM : Ts its fact that there

is no Musalman cashier in any of the Dopartments under the Government
of India ?

Tae HoNoURABLE MR. J. CRERAR: The answer is in the affirmative.
Tre HoNOURABLE Sa1vip RAZA ALL: Do Government propose to take

any steps to remove this state of affairs ?

* See answer to Question No, 266,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 811

. ly 8ay this, that if suffi-
Tre Honourasit Mr. J. CRERAR: I can on : :
.Jientlyﬂflualoig:d Muhammadan candidates can be found, every possible ci:)nf
‘gideration will be given to their claims in accordance vyxth the annouqcemexl] :o
general policy made by the late Home Member, to which I shall refer in reply
{8 subsequent question.

MUHAMMADANS IN THE OFFICE OF THE PRIVATE SecreTARY To H. E. THE

ViCEROY.

KARIM : Is it a fact that the

273, Tan Hoxourasty Mauivt ABDUL BAS B0 0 Lo, ™ hce of the

usalman community is wholly unreprc@o}l.tefl ox}' t
Private Secretary to His Excellency the Viceroy ? ——
- - The answer 18 In the ne X

Ta apLe Mg, J. CRERAR: T :
«but if t}lxze ?I%’zgggble Member desires further information, I shall be happy to

communicate it to him in private.

‘VMUBA.MMADAN SUPERINTENDENTS, CLERKS AND STENOG;%APHERS EMPLOYED
iN OFFICES UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF NDIA.

w274, Tur Hoxourapuk Maviit ABDUL KA_RIM.: Willlthe (}!:»ve:ﬁglxz
be pleased to place on the tuble o st.;xtmncnt_shmvmg ’che’totgt num ::hem the
Aumber of Musalman Superint(mdont,,s, Assistants, Clerks, enog‘r: ]; hars o1

. whorthand-writers in the following offices under the Government of 1ndia :

' 1. Home Department.

. Finance Department.

Education, Health and Lands Department.

. Foreign Office.

Railway Board.

. Legislative Departmont.

. Public Works Department. -
. Indian Stores Department.

. Commerce Department.

10. Department of Industries and
11. Accountant Glenoral, Railways.
12. Armv Headquarters and Army 8

: Tug HonouraBie MR. J. CRERAR:
. and will be supplied to the Honourable Memb
© oF ANY CLass OR CoMMUNITY IN -

© 00 =3 O v o~ 9 B

I .abbur.

ecretariat.

The information is being obtained
er in due course.

~ ¢
. Prg E PREPONDERAN
g VENTION OF TH GOVERNMENT SERVICE.

' JL KARIM: Will the Covern-
: LE Mavulvl ABDU ill th :

. ment be pleased to state what moasures have been taken and with n?tl}lva’t li';s: lfé
oo - e  propodrats of 1) 0 S0 8 LS e

i ‘ i trol o e ) s, = .

i :?:111?8 :l?cde;nt::u:;:lc%;??},:oHonourable Sir Mglzo}\rdn I:;ﬂfgrz_xsn?the cog‘ne
= of the (li)eb.at); in the Legislative Assembly on the 10% ar ‘

©

275. Tue HONOURAB
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Tue HoNoUrABLE MR. J. CRERAR : The Honourable Member is referred
to the answer given on the 24th March 1924 to his questions regarding the
appointment of Muslim officers in the Imperial Secretariat. As stated therein
the Departments of the Government of India have been instructed to bear in
mind the policy announced by Sir Malcoln Hailey, when recruiting for posts
under their control.

ConcessioNs ¥or WorkING IRON ORES IN INDIA.

276. Tue HoNourABLE DR. Sik DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY:
(2) Would the Government please state the nature, extent and terms of the
concessions granted to companies, syndicates or individuals, from 1900 down-
wards in connection with working of iron ores in British India ?

(b) Would the Government also please state to what eftent work hss
proceeded on the basis of such concessions ?

(¢) Would Government please lay on the table a statement showing areas:
where such concessions remain to be and can be made ?

Tir HonouraBLe Mr. A. H. LEY: (a) Concessions for mining rights:
are granted by Local Governments. A statement of concessions ‘grante
during each vear is published annually in the Records of the Geological Survey’
of India. The statement relating to the year 1922 will be found in Volume LV,
Part 3 of the Records, and it will be seen that these occupy 39 pages in print.
The Government of India do not pr pose to compile a statement of all con-
cessions granted from tho yoar 1900 downwards desired by the Honourable
}\Iﬁmber, as such compilation would involve inordinate expenditure of time and
abour.

(b) and (c) The Government of India have not the information necessary
for the preparation of the statement called for which would involve an immense
amount of labour on the part of the Provincial Governments. It is open to
any one interested in mineral development to apply for a concession over
any piece of ground in which he is of opinion that a particular mineral is wo!
exploiting.

APPEAL F¥ROM THE JAMSHEDPUR LABOUR ASSOCIATION.

277. Tur HoNouraBLE DR. Sir DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY:

(a) Has the attention of the Government been called to a printed appes! to

members of the Indian Legislature and the public of India from the Jamshedpur
Labour Association !

(6) Would the Government please state if it is a fact (as is mentioned in
the appeal) that in many cases 2, 3 or 4 families have to live in quarters mean’
only for one family and that instances of 6 to 8 persons living in one small
room of 10 ft. X 8 ft., are very common, and that there are undesirable facilities
for the sale of liquor to lahourers ?

(¢) Would the Government please state to what extent these and other
complaints, mentioned in the appeal, are well-founded and what stepe have
been taken and will be taken for remedying the same ?

Trnr HoNouraBLE MR. A. H. LEY :  (a) Yes.

_ (b) and (c) Government have no definite information on this point, but will
inquire.
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! .
Protrcrion oF THE O-CLoTE AND IMiTATION LEATERR CLOTH INDUSTRIES.

278. Tt HonouraBrE RAr Bamapur Lana RAM SARAN DAS: Do
the Government intend to refer to the Indian Tariff Board, for inquiry and
report; the question whether protection is necessary for the oil-cloth and
imitation leather cloth industries ? .

Tae HoNouraie M. D. T. CHADWICK : An application has been
received from one firm asking that protection should be accorded to the
matiufacture of imitation leather and oil-cloth. No final orders were passed
on it as no particulars were vouchsafed, and the application was 80 genetally
worded ‘as not to justify a,reference at that stage to the Tariff Board. .

Tae Honourabik Dr. S DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY : “Ate
the Goverhment in.a position to make & statement as to whether applications in
‘respect of other industries such as paper are before the Government ?

. Tag Honourasik Mr. D. T. CHADWICK : They have been referred to
_the Tariff Board. Paper, cement and one or two other industries have already
been referred to the Tariff Board.

RunNine oF MinitaRy DAIRIES AT A PROFIT.

279. Tue HovourasLe Rat Banavur Lara RAM SARAN DAS: Will
the Government kindly state whether they have devised any scheme
for the running of military dairies at & profit? What stage has the
consideration of this matter by the Government reached ? o .

His ExcerieNcy tEp COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The sttention of
the Honourable Member is invited to the reply given on the 4th February ldst
to question No. bu. Since that reply was given, & considerable yeduction of
staff has been carried out, arid a two circle ozganjsation has been i zoduged
instead of a three circle organisation with effect from the 1s}, .Apsi) 1Hed.
Revised sale rates of dajry produce will come into force on the 1st July I )24
as an experimental measure. . L S

The finahcial results of these changes cahnot be gauged il the soheme
has been in operation for some little time. ‘

InpiaN RECRUITS FOR THE MiurTary DAY DEPARTMENT.

980. Tae HoNouraBLE Rai Banapur Lara RAM SARAN DAB: Is
it 8 fact that some time back the Giovernment were pleased to recrutt Indian
gtaduates in the officers’ ranks of the Military Dairy Department 1 If 86, how
many recruits were taken last year, and what is the total ntmber of recruits
now, and how far the experiment has progressed *? | \

His ExostiLency Tae COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF : It is presumed: the
Honourable Member is refetring #0 the scheme recently 1qtroducdd '{#fﬁ_&be
Military Farms Department, details of which were described in themﬁemﬁrt
laid on the table of the Assembly on the 15th Jarwary 1933 in reply to
starred question No. 8. If so, the replies to his questions are as -igl_lggt;; Liadt

* Indian graduates have not been recruited as gazetted offideps::1 the
Military Farms Department. The number of superyisors recruited, under the

schieme fronx the 1st April 1923 to the 3lst March 1924 was 19 The number
at present serving on probation is.5%. : LA &
M61C8 .
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The experiment, which has been in operation since April 1922, is progress-
ing satisfactorily and it has already been found possible to place a number of
supervisors in charge of small dairy farms.

EUROPEANS, ANGLO-INDIANS AND'INDIANS EMPLOYED 1IN THE TRAFFIC CONTROL
SysTEM OF THE, NorTH WESTERN RAILwaAY.

281. Tae HowouraBLE Rar Banapur Lara RAM SARAN DAS: (a)

Will the Government be pleased to state the number of Europesans, Anglo-

Indians and Indians, who are holding permanent or temporary appointments

in the Traffic Control system of the North Western Railway ?

(b) Is it a fact that no Indian is holding any permanent appointment in
the above system of North Western Railway ?

(c) If the answer to the above question is in the aflirmative, will the Gov-
ernment be pleased to state the reasons ?

(d) Isit a fact that there are many Indians qualified for the above system
who are occasionally given chances to officiate in the above system, but are
not given any permanent chance ?

(e) Do the Government contemplate to give, in the near future, any
permanent appointment in the above system to any Indian who is qualified
forit ?

Tue Honourasie MR. D. T. CHADWICK : (a) and (b). There are 37
Europeans and Anglo-Indians and no Indions at present. _

(¢) The appointments have been made by selection of the men best quali-
fied to hold them. ‘ .

(d) No, there are only 4 Indians who arc ualified ind who have been put
on the list of trained men ; one of them has been refused promotion to the
list of Controllers.

(e) Yes.

RETRENCEMENTS ON THE NORTH WESTERN RAILway.

282. Tae HowouraBLE Rar Bauapur Lana RAM SARAN DAS: (a)
Are the Government aware that during the last retrenchment on the North
Western Railway, many qualified Indians who had rendered long years of
service in the running staft in some Traffic districts were served with notices
either to retire, or reduced from B to A grade, while in other districts persons
equally qualified or less qualified and who were either junior or senior to the
former were retained in their appointments ?

(b) Arethe Government also aware that these employees had no other
alternative but either to retire or accept less pay in the A grade after rendering
such a long service in the A grade as to get the credit of being promoted to
the B grade ?

(c) Is it a fact that some of these persons were confirmed in the B grade
- and had actually worked there for two or three years before they were degraded
to A grade ?

(d) Are the Government also aware that the result of this retrenchment
is that the present salary of these incumbents has become much less than
their previons permanent pay in B grade ?

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. . 8156

(¢) Under what rules or section of the Civil Service RegZulations are Govern-
ment empowered to reduce the pay of an employee who has rendered service
without any blot ?

(f) Is it a fact that, in reply to the representation made by the Railway
Union on behalf of these men, the railway authorities had replied that since
these men had accepted less pay, they cannot reconsider their cases ?

(9) Will the Government be pleased to state what other alternative was
left for these men who were served with notices to accept the enforced terms ?

(%) Do the Government intend to reconsider their case and promote them
to the grades from which they were reduced or provide them on their previous
pay in some %ther lines 2

Tae HonourasLe MR, D. T. CHADWICK : (a), (b), (c) and (d). Iwould
refer the Honourable Member to the reply given in the Legislative Assembly
%n the 11th February 1924 to question No. 279 (e) and (d) by Mr. Harchandrai

ishindas.

(e)and (g). Under the terms of the service agreement, it is open to the
Railway Aduministration to dispense with the services of such employees as
are not required on a month’s notice. It was optional with them to accept or
refuse further service in another capacity if offered. '

( f) Government have no information.
() No.

InDIAN STATION MASTERS ON THE NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY DRAWING ABOVE
Rs. 300 A MONTH.

283. Tar HonouRABLE Rar Bamapur Lara RAM SARAN DAS: Will
the Government kindly state whether it is a fact that now there is no Indian
Station Master on the North Western Railway in any of the grades
above Rs. 300 a month, (the only Indian holding the grade having gone on
leave preparatory to retirement)? If so, what steps do the Government
propose to take to remedy this ?

Tuar HonouraBLE M. D. T. CHADWICK : The reply to the first- part
of the question is in the negative. There is one, a Parsi. With regard to
the second part the proportion of Indians in these posts may be expected to
increase as the scheme now being inaugurated for training the subordinate

station staff on State Railways comes into effect.
Frurr CurtivatioN IN THE NortH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE.

984. Tue HoNoUraBLE Ral Bamapur Lara RAM SARAN DAS: (a)
Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that in the Fron-
tier Province there are in the valleys of the Kurram, the Tochi, and the Gomal
rivers, and among the valleys of the Suleman Ranges this side of the Durand
Line some tracts of land quite suitable for the cultivation and growth of fruit
trees T If so, will the Government kindly state what such tracts are and what

are the areas of such tracts ?

(b) Have the Government done anything or propose to do anything to

take steps for the development of the cultivation of fruit trees in 2these
B
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tribal areas ? Can sOme areas in the vicinity of the newl
10 Lan -constructed .

military roads be utilized for this purpose ? Y oryeom

Tue HoNourasLe Mr. J. P. THOMPSON : (a) It is presumed that the'
reference is to the country lying beyond the boundary of British India. An
area of approximately 30,000 acres in the Kurram Valley and 15,000 acres in,
the chhl 1 already cultivated with fruit trees and food and fodder crops.
There is also cultivation in the Gomal and other valleys of the Suleman Range,
wherever possible, but it has never been surveyed. ' ‘

.(b) Fruit trees have been issued to tribesmen in the Kurram and Tochi.
Fruit trees were also issued formerly to tribesmen in Wana and the Sherani
country to encourage fruit growing, and it is proposed to continue and extend
this practice. The possibility of extending cultivation in the mighBourhOdd
of the new military roads is under consideration and schemes for irrigating two
small areas are now under investigation.

DevELOPMENT OF TRE FRUIT INDUSTRY IN THE NORTH-WEesr FroNTIRB
Province.

280, Tnz HoNouraBLE Kar Bamapur Lata RAM SARAN DAR:
Will the Government consider the desirability of making investigations into

the possibility of developing a fruit industry in the Frontier Province ?

_ Tre HoNouraBLE Mk. J. P. THOMPSON : If the Honourable Membér
will refer to the reports of the (iovernment experimental farms at Tarnab
and Haripur he will see that great efforts have been and are being made in the
North- West Frontier Province to develop a fruit industry and that considerable
progress has been made.

ProspecTING LICENSES FOR PETROLEUM IN MOGHALKOTE IN THE SHIRANI
CounTRy. '

286. Tuw HoNouraBLE Rat Bawabpur Lata RAM SARAN DAS:
V\;'ﬂl the G.overnment kindly state what is the estimated qfantifyA%f
pétroleum in. Moghalk_ote in the Bhirani country on the borders of the
Derajat ? Wﬂl' they kindly give the name or names of the compahies to -
whoth prospecting license for petroleum in this tract has been given? Will
the.Government kindly state the main provision and conditions - mentioned
in the license and lay a copy of the license on the table of this Council? -

What are the arrangements made with the tribes living in: e
. I S ing in ¢h
in connection with this license % g e Shirani country

‘ToE HoNourasLe Me. J. P. THOMPSON : Inquity is being made of

the local Administration and the information will b i '
Member in due course. % will bo supplied to the Honourable

Date or CoMPLETION OF THE Knvsrr RamLway.

2¢7. TeE HoNOURABLE RAr BAHADUR LaLa RAM BSARAN DA 3 |
Will the Government be pleased to state when will the KhyberRﬁAailway 20
likely to be completed ¢  What has been the total cost up to 31st March 1924 ¥
W;Izo:tt;a 1b¢ oiuzn to public traffic or not ¢ Has the Military Department borne
i s total cost ? ' R
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Trg HoNouraBLE Mz, D. T. CHADWICK : Iteis expected that the
Khyber Railway will be completed in October 1925, but it is hoped it may be
possible to open it for traffic earlier.

Information regarding the total cost up to 3lst March 1924 is not yet
available. The cost up to 30th September 1923 was Rs. 1,59,565,000.

The Railway will be open for public traffic.
The reply to the last part of the question is in the negative.

~ ConversIoN ofF THE KoHAT-THAL AND KALARAGH-BANNU-TONK LINES INTO

Broad GAUGE RarLwavs.
*

288. TuE HONOURABLE Ra1r BaraDUR LaLa RAM SARAN DAS: Will the
Government, kindly state whether there are any other projects for the early
construction of Railways in the North West Frontier Province or in Baluchis-
tan 7 Is it intended to convert the Kohat-Thal and Kalabagh-Bannu-Tonk
Railway lines into broad-gauge ? If so, what will be the cost of conversion -
and when such work is likely to be taken up ? ' '

Tre HonouraBLE MR. D. T. CHADWICK : The question of the eon-
struction of a railway on the 2' 6" gauge from Hindubagh to Fort Sandeman
is under consideration and a survey has already been sanctioned in order to
allow'of an estimate being prepared. ‘

No final decision has yet been arrived at in regard to the conversion of the
Kohat-Thal and Kalabagh-Bannu Railway lines to broad gauge. Estimates
of cost for these projects have not yet been prepared and it is not possible to
state at present when work will be taken up. - ' L ‘

RerusaL or A King’s CMB:ON oR A VIORROY'S CopnéiseroN 10 M. MomaN
BREE R R R R S T

¥

SunpeR DPas.

989. Tue HoNouraBLE Rar Bamapur Lara RAM SARAN DAS: ‘Wil
the Government kindly state whether it is a fact that -one Mohan'"Bunder -
Das, B.A., a Lieutenant in the Punjab University Corps, and a gradusfe of:
the Sanatan Dharma College, Lahore, applied for a King’s Commission, and
failing that for a Viceroy’s Commission in the Indian Army, and has failed to
getone ¢ Will Government kindly state the reason of refusal ¢ )

His ExceiLency THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF : 8o far as the Gov-
etnment are aware, no application has been received on behalf of the gentleman
mentioned either for the grant of (i) a King’s commission, or (v) a direct
Viceroy’s commission.

ExAMINATION FOR STATION MASTERS.

260, Tre HoNourABLE Ra1 Banapur Lara RAM SARAN DAS: - Will
the Government kindly state whether there is any examination prescribed
by the Railway for Station Masters in the Traffic Department, who wish to
get in the grades of Station Masters above Ras. 250, per mensem ? ‘What are
the subjects fixed for this examination % Is this examination held, spnually ?
What are the conditions fixed for permission to appear in this examjnation ?
If the reply be in the negative, how and on what merits is the selestion made
to these grades ? o . ‘
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does']::;: IInIoIﬂ;qURt;BLE Mr. D. T. CHADWICK : The Honourable Member
does not ‘:7 S1t0n t;{ what particular Railway he refers, If he has in mind
the Rorth | if; erI(li fmlway th_ere is no §uch examination, Promotion to the

gher grade 18 made from qualified men in the service taking into consideration

their experience, thei . L ICC taxin
to be filled. r general capability and their suitability for the positions

Examination FOR STATION MASTERS.

291. Tee HoNoURABLE Ra1 Bamapur Lava R
Will the Government kindly state w e SA'RAN DAY -
for the Station Master.s or };thers inh:Itge’I’rt:fgirce S:{;g;::ﬁlnﬁgon prlesc‘ribed
mhthe grades of Station Masters lower than Rs. 250 per ’meno w“;l tIof .
what ?.;e dthe subjects fixed for thesc examinations ?  What are t?lq:io. diti e
prescribed for permission to appearin these lower grade e)m,nu'xw,ti;lnsl QlODS

() If there are no public examiration

. 1 s for th i
ment conzider the desirability of holding sgrrne ;ii)lli): ?:’ wil the Covern
purpose ? amination for this

Tre HoNouraBLE MR. D. T. CHADWICK : As i
utibat ICK : i

able Member refers to the North Western Railway thiﬂ;xem]lg that the Honour-

are as follows :— plies to his questions

(@) Y(’)is,t;ndt abiist oél'lohe sugjects fixed for these examinations is laid
! e_ able. e conditions overnin . ..
given in paragraph 1 of the lis%. g admission to them are

(6) In view of the practical experi C oy e

) for this exm(;li}n:]:c({(t)lx:allu!igllcncu which it is essential candidates
should possess, it 1s not ;

public examination. possible to hold a

Station Masters.—Before ifyi i
8. qualifying as a Station Master, 3
z&:::;d, and ]u.:orlc'ed independently, as an Assistant Station Mnst;clx’* f:rn t;;lelpluyee e
er qualify in a written examination in the following subjects :— © yenrs, and shal

(s) General Rules for Indian Rail i
e Nt v indipn X ‘;a\;f;,ys, Parts I and 11 and Subsidiary Rules of

(#3) Btate Railway Open Line Code, Volume I, Chapter I.
(5%) Traffic Manual.
(#v) Coaching Tariff.

{(v) Indian Railways Classificati | .
Pamphlet. ye ek cation of (AOOd,s and General Rules and Goods

(t.)‘f) General Regulations accompanying Working Time Table.
(v¥i) Current orders contained in Weekiy Gazettes, cirenlars, ete
(v4i3) Technical Telegraphy. o
(#x) Pamphlet on Monthly System of Accounts.

Note.—Th inati i .
parts, namely :‘Lexﬂmmu.t,lon will be held by an Assistant Traffic

(¢) Train and Station Working,
(i7) Coaching and Goods.

S
Superintendent in two
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Tur HonouraBiE Saryip RAZA ALI: Will gou allow metoputa -
question relating to an important matter of which I have given private notice

to the Honourable Mr. Crerar ?
Tag HoNouraBLE THE PRESIDENT : Is the Honourable Mr. Crerar,

satisfied to accept notice ?
Tur HoNouraBiE MR. J. CRERAR: I have accepted private notice.

TreE HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT : Will the Honourable Member
please read the question ?

Tur HonoURABLE Sarvip RAZA ALL: (a) With reference to Lord

Olivier’s letter to Mr. Satyamurti, will Government be pleased to state
whether any correspondence has taken place between the Secretary of State
and the Government of India contemplating the sbolition of communal re-

presentation ?

(b) Are Government aware that the publication of the letter has created
considerable alarm among the communities concerned, and what steps do
Government propose to take to remove it ?

Ture HonourasLe Mr. J. CRERAR : (a) No, nor has the Government
of India any reason to suppose that any proposal for the abolition of com-
munal representation is in contemplation. The Honourable Member has
doubtless seen the report in Reuter’s telegrams of the statement made by
His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India in the House of Lords on the 3rd
instant to the effect that His Majesty’s Government have not hitherto taken

ent the question of any modification of commu-

into congideration for & mom
nal representation. I may add that the Government of India have no inten-

tion whatever of raising the question.
(b) No representations on the subject have been received by the Govern-

ment of India, but they are aware that the publication of the letter referred

to has given rise to comment and apprehension, which the statement I bave

now made should completely allay.

STEEL INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL PASSED BY THE LEGIS-
LATIVE ASSEMBLY LAID ON THE TABLE.

Tue SECRETARY or taE COUNCIL:  Sir, in accordance with Rule 25
of the Indian Legislative Rules, I1ay on the table a copy of the Bill to provide
for the {osterin : ond devclopment of tLc 1 teel industry in British India, which
was passed by the Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 5th June,

1924.
Tyur HoNouraBLe Mr. D. T. CHADWICK (Commerce Secretary) : Sir,
I propose to hond in & notice of my intention to move : '
“That the Bill to provide for the fostering and development of the stesl industry in
British India, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, be taken into consideration,”
According to the rules of procedure I shall not be permitted to move that
motion within three days of having given notice of it, the notice having just
been given ; but on behalf of Government I wish to say that if it is the wish of
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taken up our appointments here simply in the interests &f the public, and if we

the Members of the House : R

gideration at an earlier date?llgnotf h{::hflr, lilihat this Bill be taken into con- have taken up the appointment we ought to do justice to it. If we consider

objection but would be very glad to m eetytsh egcef Government wouM take 110 our private affairs are more urgent, we may just as well resign our seats here

instructions. We leave it entirely to the Hi e desire of the House and of your and go home. In my opinion, when we are here to do work for the public we
Ouse. ought to put that first, and that cannot be done unless we have sufficient time

50 a8 to consider the Bill and to be able to put forward amendments. The Bill
was only passed last evening in the other House and we must see what they have
done and what alterations have been made in the Bill. All these things being

Tae HoNouraBLE CoLoNEL Nawa
o : B Sik UMAR HAYAT K st
Punjab: Muhammadan) :  8ir, we want full time to consider this I};Iiﬁ%e(g:se

some of the communities which are ve 7 hi
. ry badly hit by it
;Z};;:E;l;t; :1 };?3.1 vzazut lfiﬁ( imee t;here are very >;ew Mg’ml}m:rewﬁzt rﬁ;:f:;l,{ so important I am emphatically of opinion that we should give more time to it.
port in this debate, ng of sending wires to them to come up and taL o ixggigznc%aggi ::‘}c’cl)ki ;s much too early ; but, if the House thinks that it will be
. Tae HoNouras : ’ , : |
¥ was bced to Ba s 5:19 T?a?-li};?tEhsnszT: I explained before, that, unless  Tur Hoyourasie Sip MANECKJI DADABHOY (Central Provinces :
do so; therefore the first speech s;:)lul; ;ﬁfﬁbed th he ﬁ:les’ I should nos generag: SItr ,éhhave ?IOt . (tlbui’:ﬁ 9thli‘; tt%fOl]l;ﬁ o Il-ionourable o fS o
. i : o from & Member who wishes an mar Hayat Khan. He suspects that, e Bill is taken up to-morrow for
:;‘;gaz?:: of]z,gie: %I;I};?ononrable Mémber wish’an esrly date ﬁxedofov:ﬁl: 20;_ discussion, ‘adequate justice will not be done to the Bill, and ?or gome myste-
oz Hoxoo e D . rious r{aasondv;hlilch he has not communicated to the Council the Bill will not be
, RABLE DR. DWARKANATH . properly and fully discussed. I have been unable to follow his conclusions at
Muhammadan) : I move, Sir, that the Bill Dth'l;I]E(i(V;Vn?t Beng?l; Non- all. I am quite sure that, if the Bill comes on to-morrow, this Council will
o consideration bestow an adequate amount of care and attention on it, and the Bill will be

to-morrow. The special circumstan ich i
. y ¥ ; tance which induce: : ir, -
take into consideration the Bill earlier than is pro:?;erge!’);o tﬁZkRullel; issnt’h:: passed after & full measuro of dcusion

the Bill, as it has now e o
three minor amendmentl:ll efrrg?:tfﬁ:%irlhsvl{"e%mhnve, Assembly, differs only in As regards the other statement he made about the landlord Members
ago, 80 that one day’s time, I think i lcfﬁ was circulated 130 us some time of this Council not being present here to-day, and my Honourable friend’s
changes which have been made in vhe B .su sufficient for a consideration of the request for time to send telegrams to them in order that they may attend the
tive Assembly. I think, Sir. if vou ﬁl as originally laid before the Legisla- discussion, I say it is & request which is entirely out of court. Those Honour-
be taken into consideration. it W?l l J;tO-morrow as the day for the Bill to able Members who are not here are alive to their responsibilities and had
Members of this House ’ perhaps meet the wishes of many of the sufficient notice that the measure was likely to be taken up this week, and,
) if they are still absent, it is perfectly clear that they do not propose to attend

the meeting and take part in the deliberations.

mercle,)H:E Is{i‘:-mxg?gAh?? f:t A%,TEUR FROOM (Bombay Chamber of Com-

Monday or Tt’lesday? _ whether the three days’ rule would take us' to Tuz HoNouraBrE Ral Banapur Lara RAM SARAN DAS (Punjab:
Tax HoNo Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I am sorry I have not been quite able to follow my
Ton H URABLE T;;‘: PRESIDENT: Monday. Honourable friend Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy, because he hasnot put forward
. Tan Howourapip Mr. R. P. KARAND] . \ any special reason why we should ask the President to suspend the rule and
madan) : 8ir, I support the motion for havinglfhﬁi{?;mb‘y '1 Non-Mubam- allowI:;he Bill to come up for consideration to-morrow. 1 think, Sir, there is
. Tax HoNoumaBLE KmaN Bama to-morrow. no reason for haste, Delay for a day will not matter much. The Bill
BAHADUR (Madras: Muhammad Lo 8. M. V. M. USMAN SAHIB has only just been put before us on our entering the Council Chamber, and it
the Bill' may be discussed to-morrowan) : Bir, I also support the motion that is only fair that those Members who want to consider the Bill or to bring up
. Tae HoNo ‘ ) : amendments may be given at least a day. I shall tharefore request that

motion. Thereuismmmerel Tl;l; aztleSIDEN T: There is no question of any the Bill be taken up on Monday.
wishes of Honourable M);mbera bl;gﬁeon‘ the Px’t of the Chail: to Qscertain the Tae HonouraBLE Mr. J. W. A, BELL (Bengal Chamber of Commerce):
Tas HovourasLz CoLoNEL Naw giving the necessary direction . fir, I desire to support the views expressed by my Honourable and gallant
Punjeb : Muhammadan): Sir, as itf Sir UMAR HAYAT KHAN (West friend, Sir Umar Hayat Khan, It is unfortunate, Sir, that there should be &
that the Bill should come on for digcas now been brought before the House difference of opinion among Honourable Members of this House as to the
this — that this is a House after which ﬂ‘:” lon to-morrow, I only want {o eay- date most convenient for discussing the Tariff Bill and I have great sympathy
:We are here so that if any mistak ‘ims ;re 18 no othier House for consideration. with those Honourable Members who feel that the last ten days in Simla have
. cotrech it. If we do not get mﬁ? has been made in another place we should not been so fully ocoupied with legislative work 8s they might have been
duby, No doubt we havé lots felgnt time, I do not think we ean’ do. éir (Tht Homourable Myr. Lalubhay Sgmaldas:  “In this House”) and who are
T 8 of work to do in. onr homes, bfié we:Ndve degirous of returning home. On the other hand, there are other considerations
: , , 7"

M61C8
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to take into account. The rule is, as I understand it, that . ,
before this House should lie upon the table for 1;hree1 éays.a wny Bill placed

I do not thin% it is consistent with the dignity of the H. i
ghould be suspended unless for very serious ril;sgns. Iedoorlllz: Z(L;gZigl:rs :lﬂ:
in the present case those serious reasons exist. I also think that it is not con-
sistent with the dignity of this House that the public should get the impression
that Bills can be brought here and rushed through in a more or less informal
way. My I.Ionourable and gallant friend has mentioned other reasons and
I do not think that it is unfair to sympathise with the Members to whom he
has referred, who have been in some doubt as to the date on which this Bill
was likely to be taken up in this House and who have deferred méking arrange-
ments to come to Simla until some definite indication was given of that date.
For these reasons, Sir, I beg to support the recommendation made by my
ﬁgﬁgz;able and gallant friend, and to suggest that the Bill be taken up on

TrE HoNoURABLE DR. Mian Sir MUHAMMAD SHAFI (Law M. :
Bir, it is clear from t:,hg speeches to which we have just listened( cht tl:z:eirs)ﬁ
sharp division of opinion in the House with regard to the question under dis-
cussion. In these circumstances it seems to me that it is not desirable to
depéu't ﬁt';om Ttlﬁe &rdmary rule t’t;lppli{cable to such cases unless special ground is
made out. e Government, therefore, Sir, would
course would be to follow the ordinary rule. Fggest t0 you that; the bost

Tne HonourasLe Mr. PHIROZE C. SETHNA (Bombay: Non-
Muhammadan) : 8ir, I yield to none of my Honourable Co]lesfgues in fny dljsiré
to see that the dlgmty‘ of this House is not by any means prejudiced. The
Honourable Mr. Bell said that if we take the Bill for consideration to-morrow,
it might be construed to mean that we were rushing it. Those of us whc;
would like to have the Bill taken into consideration to-morrow have stated the
reasons and I would like to refer to them again.

We have been called here to discuss one particular measure for which.

we have now been in Simla for the last 11 days. If the Bill origi in this
Hous,e and if anyone asked for the suspension of the rule whicﬁgrlggtt?;ie;nt;rh;:
days’ notice, I would entirely agree with my Honourable friend Mr. Bell that

that would not be in conformity with the dignity of the House and it would.

be tantamount to rushing the Bill. As things are, the Bill has b iscussed
in the other place for the last ten days and as we had noth?rslg ;f:n(}m:?:a

do, in the absence of other work in this Council, most of us have spent our

time in the special gallery reserved for us in that place. We re
fully acquainted with all that has happened and, as nl;y Honoural?l?frti]:::ieflo)r-
Dwarkanath Mitter ops.erved,.there are only three minor additions that have
been made to the original Bill, so that it is quite possible for Honourable
Member_s to cqnsxder them and send in amendments, should you decide to have
the consideration of the Bill taken up to-mojrow as we request. :
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debate on the important measure Wwhich is before the Hous

" Ny Steel Industry (Protection) Bill.
My Honourable iend Colonel Sir Umar Hayat Khan h b o -y
if you put it off till Monday, it will give him tiui; to bring :; ;‘ilfﬁm%& '
are away at present. The Honourable Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy has properly

" STEEL INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL. . 823
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observed that he is out of court in making such a suggestion. If that was
ruled to be in order, I would make a similar suggestion that the consideration
of the Bill be put off not to Monday but to Wednesday in order to enable
me to send telegrams to people who are at a further distance than the friends

of the Honourable Sir Umar Hayat Khan !

I hope, Sir, taking into consideration the long time we have spent here
doing nothing and the fact that many of us have left our business to come
here you, Sir, will decide that the Bill be taken into consideration to-morrow

and not on Monday.

Tae Hovourasre S; ARTHUR FROOM (Bombay Chamber of Com-
merce) : Siy, I am afraid I cannot altogether agree with the views put for-
ward by my Honourable friend Mr. Sethna because it seems to me the point
of discussion before the House is whether we should stick to tle rules or
whether we should not. It would not be adhering to the rules to ask for
t. further delay than three days in order that he might send his telegrams.
My Honourable friend Colonel Sir Umar Hayat Khan did not suggest bring-
ing up all his friends to Simla although no doubt he would like to see them

here. I think he suggesped sending telegrams only.

The Honourable the Leader of the House has expressed his opinion on
behalf of Government. As there is some difference of opinion among Members
as to whether the rules should be suspended or should not, I agree with his
view that, unless there is some all-sufficient reason, the rules of this Council
should be adhered to. I think that is the way in which we should look at it.
Tf the reagon were sufficient, then I would agree to a suspension of the rules
but I see no particular reason in this case. - o

Tag HoNourapLe TEE PRESIDENT : I think the Chair is now suffi-
ciently informed of the sense of the House and car come to a conclusion.
In view of the divergency of opinion that exists I am not prepared to dis~,
pense with the three days’ interval required by the rules.

Before it is settled whether we take the Bill on Monday or not, perhaps

the House could be informed of what is proposed with regard to the discussion

of the Lee Commission’s Report.

Tax HoNourasrz Mr. J. CRERAR (Home Secretary): I received
late last night notice of a motion dealing with the Lee Commission’s Report.
In view of the assurances which Government have given on this subject,

they certainly will be prepared to allota day for that discussion if the House
#0 desires. But I do not suppose the Honourable gentleman who has given

notice of that motion and other Honourable Members would desire that the
e should be

interrupted for that purpose. Government therefore will be very pleased,
if that is the desire of the House, to allot a date after the discussion of the

Trr Howovrasre Sarvip RAZA ALT : May I know what are the terms

of the Resolution of which notice has been given-to Mr, Crerar? -
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(-4 " .
Tue HonovraBLe Mgr. J. CRERAR: Perhaps I may add that my
remarks are entirely subject to the Resolution being admitted by the Presi-
dent. ,

Tue HoxouvraBLE THE PRESIDENT : ILet the Recoluticn be resd. .

Tue SECRETARY or i COUNCIL: The terms of the Resolution
referred to are as follows : —

“ This Council recommends to the Governor General in Council—

{a) that the Council may te given an opportunity of discussing the recommenda-
tions of the Lee Commission ;

(&
(b) that, owing to the shortness of time at the disposal of the Couneil, the discussion
te allowed at the feptemter-October sestion of the Council ; and

{¢) that, pending such diecussion, the Secretary of State for India be requested
not to take any action on the recommendations of the Lee Commission.’

Tue HoxourasrLe Stk MANECKJI DADABHOY : Who is the author
of the Resolution ?

Tue SECRETARY or TaE COUNCIL: Notice of the Resolution has-

been given by the Honourable Dr. 8ir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary.

Tur HonouraplLkE TEE PRESIDENT: Do I understand that the
Government will give & dev subsequent to Monday for this Resolution 1

Tue HonourasLE Mr. J. CRERAR: Yes.

Tue HoxouraBLE Mr. LALUBHAI SAMALDAS (Bombay: Non-
Muhammadan): May I seck your ruling on clause 74 of the Manual of

Business Procedure ? Under that clause two clear days’ notice has to be

'given for any amendments Will the Honourable the Commerce Member
accept amendments till Saturday afternoon, or will he insist on two clear
days from Saturday at 11? :

Tre Hoxourasik Mz, D. T. CHADWICK: We will accept amend
ments passed by the President up to Saturday night. :

Tue HoNourasLe THE PRESIDENT : Then I think, subject to anything
the Leader of the House may say, our programme will be to meet on Monday
to take into consideration the motion on the Steel Industry (Protection)
Bill, and if that is disposed of on Monday, on Tuesday to take the Resolution
with regard to the Lee Commission,

Tur HoNoUrABLE DR. Mian 8iR MUHAMMAD SHAFI: That is
conditional on the debate on this Bill being concluded on Monday.

Tue HonourasLE Dr. STR DEVA PRASAD SAVARDHIKARY : with
regard to what the Honourable the Leader of the House says, as we have
no business to-morrow, would it not be possible to have the Lee Commission’s
Report taken up to-morrow {

STEEL INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL. 826

Tax Howovraste Dr. Mian Sk MUHAMMAD SHAFI: Iam sorry
to say it is not possible,

Tae HoNourasie Tee PRESIDENT: Members should understand
that amendments to the Steel Industry (Protection) Bill should be lodged
at the Notice Office by 3 p.M. at latest to-morrow inorderto be in time

for Monday.
The House now stands adjourned till 11 4, M. on Monday.

The Council then adjo d til
Tune, 1991 journed till Eleven of the Clock on Monday, the 9th
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Tke Council met in the Council Chamber at Eleven of th.e Clock, the
‘Houourable the President in the Chair. »

. QUESTIONS AND ‘- ANSWERS,
MiLeAGE AND CoST OF UPKEEE OF Roaps 1N BriTisE BALUCHISTAN AND
SEISTAN. '

999, Tur HonoUurABLE Rat Barapur Lana RAM SARAN DAS: Will
the Government kindly state how wmany miles of roads have been so far con~
structed in the distriots of :— '

(a) Zhob,

() Loralai,

(c) Sibi,

(@) Quetta Pishin,

(e) British Seistan, _
and what are the widths and what is the annual cost, per mile, of the upkeep
of these roads and each of the above sections ? ‘

Tar HoNourasLE Dr. Mian St MUHAMMAD SHAFI on srmALF OF
His EXCELLENCY thHE COMMANDER-1v-CHIEF :—The information hes
been called for and will be furnished to the Honourable Member on receipt.

Cost OF MAINTENANCE OF METALIED MILITARY RoADS IN SOUTHERN
WAZIRISTAN AND KURRAM,

903. Tew Honoumasie Rar Bamapuvr Lara RAM SARAN DAS:
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the
annusl cost of maintaining metalled military roads is highest in South Waziris- |
tan and Kurram ¢ ‘

(%) If so, will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact thab
this is mainly due to the frequent destruction of roads by the tribesmen ?

(c) Isit a fact that very often the roads are destroyed by the local tribesmen,
who had been employed in constructing these roads, and that the contractors
%6 whom contracts for the construction of the roads are given are found to be
implicated in the destruction of the roads constructed by themselves, so that
their employment as contractors and labourers may continue ? ' -

(d) If this is a fact, have the Government done anything to prevent; this
wanton destruction of these works of public utility ? Will they explain the
measures they have taken in this direction ¢ What amount of success has been
attained by such measures, if any ? ’

M62CS 827
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Tae HoNoURABLWDR. Mian Stk MUHAMMAD SHAFI oN BEHALF OF
His EXCELLENCY TtE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Government of
India are inquiring into the matter. I will inform the Honourable Member
of the result as soon as possible.

Duries oF TRiBAL CHIEFS IN RECEIPT OF GOVERNMENT ALLOWANCES.

294. ThE HonoURAPLE Rar BawaptrR Lata RAM SARAN DAS:
Will the Government Lindly explain what are the duties performed or expected
to be performed by the tribal chiefs or headmen in receipt of allowances from
Government in (2) the tribal areas under the jurisdiction of the Deputy Com-
missioners of adjoining districts, and (b) agencies’ of Wana, Miranshah,
Parachinar, Afridis and Mohmands ?

RULES re THE GRANT OF ALLOWANCES To TRIBAL CHIEFS

295. THE HoNouraBLE Rar Bamapur Lata RAM SARAN DAS:
Will the Government kindly say whether there are any rules for tLe grant ?f
allowances to tribal chiefs or headmen for the purpose of keeping peace in
their arcas or for some other services rendered by them ¢ What are the
principles on which these allowances are granted? Will they lay on the
tablo of this Council a copy of such rulés, or instructions, if any ?

Duties oF TRIBAL CHIEFS IN RECEIPT OF GOVERNMENT ALLOWANCES.

296. THE HoNouraBLE Rar Bawapur Lata RAM SARAN DAS:
{e) Will the Government kindly state what kind of assistance ia expected
from these tribal chiefs in cases of (a) raids, (b) abductions, (c) dacoities,
{d) murders, and (e) other offences cormitted by tribesmen living in their
areas or committed by their tribesmen in other areas and districts ?

(0) In what cases are the allowances of these chiefs liable to be forfeited ?

() What responsibilities have these tribal chiefs and headmen in the
matter of the safety of roads ?

SELECTION OR NOMINATION BY GOVERNMENT OF TRIBAL CuiErs.

297. THE HonourRABLE Rar Bamapur Tara RAM SARAN DAS:
Will the Government be pleased to state whether these tribal chiefs or headmen
are selected or nominated by Government or elected by the tribes themselves,
or do they hold their office by heredity ¢ Do Government possess any power
of removing or getting them removed from the headship of their tribes?
Have Government in any way tried to influence the electiou or appomtment of
any one as tribal chief ? '

Tre HoNouraBLE MR. J. P. TromrsoN: With your permission, Sir
may I answer Nos. 294 to 297 at the same time ? The answer’is merely that
inquiry has been made from the Local Administration and the desired informa-
.~ tion will be supplied to the Honourable Member indue course,

VISITORS FROM TRIBAL AREAS TO THE SETTLED DistrIOTS OF THE NoRTH-WEST
FronNTIER PROVINCE DURING THE WINTER Skason,

298. Tur HONOURABLE Rar Bauapur Lara RAM SARAN DAS:
Will the Government kindly state what is their estimate of the number of people

visiting the settlod districts of the North-West Frontier Province ia the winter‘. |

I(!ﬂ Will the Government kindly state Wwhether watch is kept on the m

possible is maintained throug

" IMporT oF SouTH AFRICAN COAL AND

- (a) Will the Government kindly state
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i joini d districts and under the
8 ) the tribal areas adjoining tho settle . or ¢l
jgm?cgggl o(g ) the Deputy Commissioners, (b) from the tribal agencies caf
South Waziristan, North Waziristan, Kurram, Tirah, Khyber and Mohman,
country, and (c) from Afghanistan ?
Tae HoNoURABLE MR. J. P. TaompsoN: (a) 15,000. (b) 22,(300. (¢)

e ise is possible. The
i ing n is po! .
h rough estimates only and .nothm'g more precise i p
divis'i]:)ne;z:vfrzen (%) and (b) is necessarily arbitrary, for Tirah 1{1(.311‘131@; areas
under a Deputy Commissioner and also areas under & Political Agent.

The Mohmand country which is.classified in the question as a tribal agency is

actually under the political control of the Deputy Commissioner, Peshawar.
B ‘ .

0 THE
Warca ONO TEE MOVEMENTS AND ACTIVITIES OF TR'IBAL gxsmnz 'r‘
Sarriep DIsTRICTS OF THE NortH-WEsT FRONTIER PROVINCE.

999, Tum Honouraere Rar Bamapur Lata RAM SARAN Di'S(;'
iviti i the authorities of the
stivities of these difforent tr}besmen by .
:x;teflt:l ad!}gtrg;; ?l 1(\’Izé’ill they kindly explain the nature of measures adopted
for keeping a watch over these pecple ? o o
(b) Do these transborder men or Afghan subjects, while 1;1 se:lil',!ed anx::x
districts of the Frontier Province, live in sarais specmlly bullt; O%Vh l:; zrui& e
orin private residential houses or in open encamping grpgnds A }ia i thgs -
ments are made for keeping watch over eaclh (fl;sstrqf t:ls;ltors, w. o' ve
different ways, during their stay in the settled distric
(c) Is ayregu.la.r record, with necessary pa.rtwularq of in-comers to and l‘::pb;
ders from these sarais, private residential houses or encam;;mg gmundk h Rept
¥ Government agents ? . /
Tex HoNourasLE MR.

J. P. THOMPSON: (a) Such watéh aq .lt.;‘g |
h village officials and Police patrols. - .
(b) They usually livein camping grounds near villages ; a few live in sarats.
Both classes are watched as statedin answer to questl.on (a): e o
(¢) No record is kept nor is any such record possible w;thout a great in-
crease of staff. - . " - on
TRrIBAL RAIDS ON BRITIS . \
' . Wil
' Barapur Lara RAM SARAN DAS: '
the ggg&rfﬂn?l?i};?i‘lj;:::; gfnumber of raids on British India lI)Jy t};e border
tribes last year, as compared with the year before, giving the number o pem ons
carried away and the number rescued ¥
Tar HoNoUrABLE MR. J. P. THOMI;SOhN :d .
the Local Administrations ooncern_ed and ¢ (.3 esire
supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. S
ExrorT oF INDIAN Co».p _DUBING 1923.
'Rar BaEapur Lata RAM SARAN DAS:.

what was the quantity of coal imporged «
d what has been:the cost per ton ?

Inquiry has been ‘@dﬁ of -
qd information will be

301, Tae HONOURABLE

anto Indig from Bouth Africa last year an
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(6 WiH the Government kindly state what quantity of Indian coa} was

ghipped last year tc foreign countries and what has been its average sale price
to the shippel‘s ?

Tue HonNovRABLE MR. D. T. CHADWICK : () The quantity of coal im-
ported into India from South Africa during the year ending March 31st, 1924

was 270,000 tons. The average cost according to the values declared by
importers was about Rs. 26 per ton. :

(b) The quantity of Indian coal shipped to foreign countries during the
same period was 132,000 tons and the average price according to the values
declared by exporters was Rs. 17 per ton.

CoNsTRUCTION OF METALLED Roans 18 Tiie NorTH-Wier Frontier Bro-
VINCE AND IN NorTH-EASTERN BaALucHIsTAN,

3(2. Tur HoNourasLE Rav Bamapor Lara RAM SARAN DASs
Will the Government kindly state whether there are a

construction of metalled roads in the North-West Fron
North-Eastern Baluchistan ? Will the ¢
giving their estimated costs of constr
tenance ?

His EXCELLENCY tne COMMANDER-iN-CHIEP : The constraction
of no new military roads in the localities mentioned is at present contemplated.

Information with regard to ““ civil ”’ roads is being called for and will be fur-"
nished to the Honourable Member on receipt.

Frontier Province or in’
avernment kindly name such projects,
uction and estimated costs of ma-

PrrroL Pricks.

303. Tue HoxouramrLe Rar Bamapur Lara RAM SARAN DAS:
(a) Are the Government aware that the price of petrol produced by the Attock
0Oil Company now swallowed up by the Burma Oil Company is Rs. 2-0-6 per
gallon in Lahore, as compared with the price about Rgs. 1-12-0 per gallon in
London of the Burma 0Oil Company petrol ¢

(%) Do the Government intend to take steps to bring down the price
of petrol in India ?

fc) Is it a fact that the Burma Oil Com
petrol in India ? ’

Tue HoNovrasrLe Mr. D. T. CHADWICK : (a) Government have no
information regarding the price of Attock il Company’s petrol in Lahore.
The price of petrol in the United Kingdom is Lelieved to be 1s. 11d.

pany has the sole monopoly of .

(b) Asg the Honourable Member is aware the Government of India hoped -
in March last to bring down the price of petrol by removing the import duty of

2} as. and by reducing the excise duty from 6 as, to 4} ar.; butin another place
they declined even to consider the proposal.

.(¢) The Government are not prepared to subscribe to that assertion.

Tur HonourasLE Dr. Sir DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY: Are
the Government aware whether Attnck oil or other oil of that neighbour-

bood is sold as B. O. C., particularly in Delhi during the Legidative sessions §

ny projects for the -
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Tae HonouraBLE MR. D. T. CHADWICK : I am not aware that Attock

. ol |
0il has been substituted for B. O. C. petrol. ‘ .

Tur HonouraBLE 'Lata RAM SARAN DAS: Is Itf:r(:ati i f:?ﬂ;;trs;r’;.
that there is practically no import of petrol now from any g ‘

Tat HoNouraBLE MR. D. T. CHADWICK : That ig correct, Sir. There:
is almost certainly some arrangement between companies. ' . ,thatv
Tae HoNouraBLE Lara RAM SARAN I?AS: .Deoes it not show
the B. O. C. has the sole monopoly of petrol in India ? - H_

Tar HoxouraBrLe Mr. D. T. CHADWICK : I(’; dé)es not show that a ,
i ia i ied by the B. O. C.
the petrol consumed in India is supplie .
Tre HoNouRABLE CoroNEL Nawas SiR UMAR }.IAYA'.tl‘ vallféfe;
Would Government be pleased to make inquiries Into this matter,
Attock oil is being substituted for B. 0. C. % . ' o
Tue HosourapteE Mz. D. T. CHADWICK : I believe, Sir, as I sai
before, there is probably an arrangement between companies.
T, & HonouraBLE CorLoNEL NAwAB SIR UMAR HAYAT KHAN}')
WouldH Government kindly make inquiries whether Attock oil is being sub-

. B. 0. C. petrol ? . o e
mtu?:n fI(')Il;)NOURABLE Mr.D.T.CHADWICK : We can easily make inquiries

i i ement between companies, - |
! the'I‘r;:i:1 Sggio?;iﬁn Lata RAM SARAN DAS : Will Government tbg
leased to state whether it is a fact that when the Punjab Government gml:; e't
Pleased to promoters of the Attock 0il Company, did they not make 1‘1
c;mcesixo;x sthe t}))b'ect was to develop an independent field for the supply of oi
icn:?getlr?dia and ]that the promoters were not to sublet or assign their concern .

ot B O I , t aware of that .

Mz. D. T. CHADWICK : I am no ‘

b I%»Oi?fv tl;::::?s any arrangement between the B.0.C.and the.Aft'qock_
Comeition, but ! uch a condition exists, as the Honourable Member informs

2}; Cfﬁﬁ“?’};ﬁgig: the Punjab Government have consented to that ar-

rangement.
Houst RENT ALLOWANCES IN RANGOON,

EDAMURTI : Will the Government be
R HOI;zttT}?gf If ilﬁ 'f%ctv that the rates of house rent in Rangoon -
e spaicle wthan in the Presidency-towns in India fiqd th.at. in conse-
are much big ler ‘n consideration of the high cost of living in Rangoon, .
uence and » Is(t) u;f Burma has sanctioned a compensatory allowa‘nce to
the G,O‘.’ernf,ntin ?i menial staff stationed at that place and the Central
G mxmsterlah anrecently increased the time-scale of pay for the clemcyl
et a; Post Offices stationed in Rangoon ? If the reply be in
establishment O‘Will the Government state why the time-scales of pay
}il;iadai;ﬂol;'mggs‘gﬁen and menial staff stationed in Rangoon have mot been
SImll%rly ﬁev};ﬁim Mz. A. H. LEY: The Government of Burma }}a've,
sanctig:ed :he grant of compensatory allowances to membel('ls of hlts fmmls-
terial and menial staffs at Rangoon whose pay has not been fixed with reference
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. &
to the cost of living in that city. It is also-correct that the time-scales of pay
for postal clerks in Rangoon have been raised. +

Postmen”and postal menials in Ra,
$—40, and Rs. 20— 95, respectively,
& month in the case of the postmen. Gov

1ngoon are on time-scales of Rs, 24— ;
plus a house rent allowance of Rs. 3
ernment are of opinion that the pos.tion
ovement. The peons in other Govern-
» Who, like the postmen and postal menials, have had
their pay fixed with reference to the cost of living in that city and are,
therefore, not granted a com ensatory allowan g
scale than that of postmen s,m}) postal menials,

HousE rent ALLOWANCE 1N Ranaoon,

305. Tz HoNourabLE Mg, §, VEDAMURTI : () Does the prosent
rate of house rent sanctioned for e

8ch postman in Rangoon amount t0
Rs. 31 .

(b) Is the minimum rate of house rent prevailing in Rangoon between
Rs. 25 and Rs. 30 ¢

(¢) Isita fact that the standard accommodation cannot accommodate -
more than one family of four individuals ¢

THE HoNOURABLE Mn. A, H. LEY: (a) Yes.
(b) and (c) Government have no information,

House Renxt ALLOWANCES FoRr PostMEN v Raxaoon, .
306. TEE HONOURABLE Mg, §, VEDAMURTI: Will the Government

is & fact that the Director General of Posts and
Telegraphs recommended the raising of the house rent allowance for postmen

the :dﬂi?rmative, will the Government state why the same has not been sanc-*
tion ‘

Tre Honourasr Mr. A. H. Lpv: The reply to the firat part of the
question is in the negative. The second part of the question does nat therefore -
arise, "

House Rent ALLOWANOES FoR Postar Muwiars v Raxacoon,
307. THE HoNOURABLE Mr. 8. VEDAMURTI : Wi

& fact that the Director General of Posts and
Telegraphs recommended & grant of house ren:

to the postal menials stationed in Rangoon an
he same has not been sanctioned ]

THE HoNoURABLE Mg, A. H, Lev: The reply is ident; i ly
to the last question, Py s idem m&l‘ with my reply ;

FrANCHISE poR INDIANS Iv CevLox.
308. THE ' HoNouragp

LE Mz. PHIROZE C. SETHNA: Will Govern
ment be pleased to say :— '

(a) if it is & fact that, for the reformeq Legislative Council in Ceylon, the
vernment there have establi.shed territorial ol

ectorates as well a5 communal-;
electorates for the following minoritieg :— i
Europeans, Burghers, Ceylon Tamils, Muhammadans and Indisns;

ce, are on a lower time~ -

to Rs. 10 per mensem and, if the re y bein. .

Il the Government be

ballowance of Rs. 10 per mensem
d, if the reply is in the affirmative, -
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inorities wi it ral voting, because they havg
i gb) et{ :il;ienﬁé(;rilrgz :}Vll};IhEZ:ﬁxl]:ilt:sf;lllslo in the tegrritorial electorates ,
Tegister _ |
e if it is & fact that the domiciled Indians in Ceylon can regt.lst:?h:lnee;:
“ y l3'11 territorial electorate but not in the Ir}dmn electoxéa. ?i read
the mom ln'tilt@::(l Indians can register their names in both, an ci in ;io,m e
o n0n-d01:u§e uest the Ceylon Government to see that do;)ngl:i g or:tes ;
gg;zil?fg alsoq given a right to register their names in bo Ayt
- Tae HonNouranLt Sz NARASIMHA SARMA : (a)oaz;nd(}éy)llm g
ernment of India have not yet received the White iapg:bniesw lon Seforms,
but from the despatch of the Secretary of Stat; fgl!; hzs S iabed 1 1h
of Ceylon,,dated January the 22nd, 1%24, ﬁ?; n:a h ba 8
Pross, the reply would appear to be in the a . : e sebjt, It
The Government of India have no mfonm.tlg)n onill ho subject, bus
an nfg)mry has been made, and the Honourable Member w.
its results in due course.
TrANSFER OF ADEN To THE CorLoNIAL Orrice.

A: Wil ¢
309. Tur HoxourasLe Mr. PHIROZE C.8ETHNA: Will Governmen

~ be pleased to say :—

(i) if any decision is arrived at in regard to Aden or is likely to be arrived
1) 1 :

“ s"(".l.];;':n;e Tndisn Legislature will be consalted should it be proposed to
w1

the Colonial Secretary ? ' o
transfer Aden tOURABLE Mz. J. P. THOMPSON : (%) The ma‘ite: :i ﬁ:] g:]:;
the Eoil:ii(r):gdn of His Majesty’s Government, and it is not po ‘

ision will be arrived at. . ‘ R be
e f) d]::lff:e a final decision is arrived at the Indian Legislature will
giveé‘;n opportunity to express its opinion. I
ESTABLISEMENT BY A SWEDISH COMPANY OF M.vrcnv FACTORIES IN NDIA,
0, asrz Mr. PHIROZE C. SETHNA: () Hfav_e G:vl;
3mt. Tu'nlgoorl;?amn in regard to the establishment in India of a matc
l .
ar:t?:; ora Iflg.’oi;ories by a Swedish company ? in England 1 |
%) Isthe company regigtered in India or : -
f ) What percentage of its capital is held by Indians and w. y
o : .

Indians § .

{d) Has the company appliéd for any concessions and, if so, wh p;nd
are they granted | EY: (o) Govemment have just seen &
vourasLE Mr. A. H. LEY; (a
I;i:’u:{igzléd by the Swedish Match Company. . ‘ t‘d e
pmsl:b) The 'Pmspectus states th&t the Company wWas mconpon ‘
laws of Sweden. . - _
() No information is available.
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) The Company fas not applied for any concessions to the Government
of India. The latter have no information whether applications for concessions
have been made to the Provincial Governments concerned.

Tue HoNouraBLE Mr. LALUBHAI SAMALDAS: Before any conces-
sions are granted, will Government lay down that the concessionaires should
carry out the conditions that were acoepted in the other place about foreign
capital ?

_ . Tae HowourasLE Mr. A. H. LEY: That is a question of policy, and
- it is hardly possible to answer it in reply to a supplementary question’ but
I would remind the Honourable Member that in regard to concessions’ and
matters of this kind, it is a matter for the Provincial Governments concerned.

Tae HoNoURABLE Mr. G. A. NATESAN: Is the Honoursble Member
aware that, should this Swedish Match Company receive this concession, it
;:hlimzthat event entail a loss of a crore and 30 lakhs to the Government of

8

Tt HoNoURABLE MR. A. H. LEY : T am not aware of that,

Tue HoNourABLE MR. G. A. NATESAN : My request to the Honourable
Member is to make an inquiry.

TuE HoNouraBLE MR. A. H. LEY : I will look into it.

MESSAGES FROM THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Tae SECRETARY or toE COUNCIL: 8ir, two Messages have been
received from the Legislative Assembly. The first message runs as follows :—

“T am directed to inform you that the Legislative Assembly have, at thei i
of the 6th June, 1923\, agreed without any amendments, to the Bill to ;mend 3,: n}?:::g
Soldiers (Litigation) Act, 1918, for certain purposes, which was passed by the C i
State on the 27th May, 1924, ' P ¥ the Council of

The second message runs :—

“ 1 am directed to inform you that the Bill to provide for tho modification of certainf
provisions of the Indian Stamp Act, 1899, in their application to certain promissory notes
and other instruments, which was passed by the Council of State at ita meeting of the
27th May, 1924, was passed by the Legislative Assembly at its meeting of the 6th June,
1924, with the following amendment :

In sub-clause {a) {ii) of clause 2 of the Bill for the word “ January * th
“ April» was substituted. 7y" the word

2. The Legislative Assembly requests the concurrence of the Council of State in the

amendment.”

INDIAN (SPECIFIED INSTRUMENTS) STAMP BILL.

Tuae HoNouraBLE MR. A. C. MUWATTERS (Finance Secretary): Sir,
I ask your consent under rule 34 of the Indian Legislative Rules to the amend-
ment which has been made by the Indian Legislative Assembly in the Bill to
provide for the modification of certain provisions of the Indian Stamp Act,
1899, in their application to certain promissory notes and other instruments,

being taken into consideration.

This amendment is a very small one. It extends for three months the

period during which validation is allowed for certain instruments, and, though

. madan): Sir, as provided by rule

hY
INDIAN (SPECIFIED INSTRUMENTS) STAMP BILL,
-
possibly it is not necessary, it is certainly an amendﬁ{ent which Government
consider perfectly harmless. Have I your consent, Sir ?
Tur HonourapLE THE PRESIDENT : _I takg it that the Council will
wish to take this small amendment into consideration at once ?

(The Council signified assent.) ' ,

Tur HonourabLe THE PRESIDENT: I give my consent.

Tur HonourabLE Mr. A. C. McWATTERS : I move that the amend-
ment be taken into consideration. Government, as I have said, are prepared

to support this amendment which gives a little more time to any persons who
may not have known of the alterations in the rates of duty made by the Stamp

Amendment Act last October. )

Tur HoNouraBLE Rar Bamapur Lara RAM SARAN DAS (Punjab:
Non-Mubammadan): Sir, I rise to support the amendment. I might men-
tion that, when this Bill was originally put this House..................0.

Tue HonourasLE THE PRESIDENT ;I would point out to the Honour-
able Member that the motion is that the amendment ]oe taken into considera-
tion. He can deal with the amendment on its merits later. The "motion

18 :

“That the amendment made by

the modification of certain provisions of
to certain promissory notes and other instiuments,

The motion was adopted.
Mr. A. C. McWATTERS: I beg to move that the
e oo he amendment for the reasons which I have already

835

'the Legislative Assembly in the Bill to provide for
the Indian Stamp Act, 1899, in their application
be taken into consideration.”

Council do agree with t
given,
Tux Honourapit Rar Bamapur Lata RAM SARAN DAS (Punjab:
Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, when this Bill was originally introduced into this
ouse last year, I was one of those who raised objection that the notice time
for introduction of these enhanced stamp duties was too small to get known
to the generul public and that some extension as is now asked for by the
Finance Secretary was needed. I am glad that Government have been able
to see that this amendment was rcally necessary. I support the amendment.
. Saryip RAZA ALI (United Provinces East : Muham-
Tz HoNOURABLE 39 of the Legislative Bules this Council
is agk he Honourable Mr. McWatters to agree with the amendment
sked now by the Ho egislative Assembly. It will be within the recol-

" th the L
a¢ has been made by ¢ o ors that on the 27th of last month, when this Bill

lecti Memb
ction of Honourable 1o it was urged that the amendment made

was i ideration,
did ng:l;?:llk utl(fo us: ﬁi actual words used by the Honourable Mr. McWatters,
to the peopie who had occasion to make use.of the provisions of that Act,
with the result that s number of documents in certain parts of the country
ad been insufficiently stamped. On that occasion, the Honourable Member
said nothing that a very large number of documents in any part of the country
d been executed and insufficiently stamped between the lst of January
1924 and the 81st of March uf the same year, with the result that the conten-
tion urged by the Government being & reasonable one this Council passed the’
Me2cs B



836 " COUNCIL OF STATE. [9tn June 1924,

é
[Baiyid Raza Ali] “
Bill. Now, Sir, we learn that the period has been extended by three months

more and has been brought down to the 31st of March 1924, Since this amend-

ment was made by the other House only two days back, I expected that the
Honourable Mr. McWatters would state the grounds which were brought
forward in the other Chamber in support of this amendment. I believe
the only ground on which this amendment can stand is that the period as
originally fixed in the Bill as passed by this Council was insufficient, that it
was likely to involve people in hardship and therefore it was necessary to give
a further extension of three months. 1 have listened to the short speech of
my Honourable friend carcfully but I did not find any grounds in that spoech
&s to why this further, extension should be allowed. As I have submitted,
tlere can be quite strong ressons which may induce this Council to concur
mn the amendment made by the other House. But, in the absence of any such
grounds, I belicve the only reason why we may be asked to agree is that the
other House in its wisdom has chosen to incorporate this amendment. As
my Honourable Colleagues are aware I em one of those who have never agr

to that course. If it pleases the other House to incorporate any amendments it
cennot induce us to sce eye to eye with it in the absence of any strong and suffi-
cient reasons 1am' afraid, I, as a rule, am very loath to give my hearty support
in such circumstances. But, Sir, T musi remember, that, though my Honour-
able friend has not amplified the subject, yet the amendinent is what is known
in legal language as being ** in favour of tho subject * and does not involve
any hardship to the subject. Ou the other hand, it gives him a further period
of three months, and it is only in this view thut 1 support the proposal that
~ this House do agree to the an:endinent made by the other Chamber.

Tur HoxourarLE Dr. DWARKANATH MITTER (West. Bengal ¢
Non-Muhammedan) :  Sir, | have great pleasure in supporting the amendment
which was made by the Legislative Assembly. The main reason on which
this amendment can be supported is that this legislation is entiraly in favour
of the subject. As you are all aware, legislative changes percolate vety
slowly in India, and it takes consideruble time to filter down to the masses,
and, therefore, any change which propuses an extension of time is always wels
come to the Members of the Legislature.

Tue HoxovraBik 1HE FRESIDENT : The question I have to putis :

*“That the Council do #gree with the s endment n ade Ly tLe Legislative Assembly ‘

in the Bill to provide for the modifcation of certain j rovisions of the Indian Btamp Aoty
1859, in their application to certain pronissot y notes and other instruments.”

The motion was adopted.

STEEL INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL.

Tur HoNovrasLe Mr. D. T. CHADWICK : (Commerce Secretary) :
Bir, I beg to move :

“ That the Bill to provide for the fostering and development of the steel industry ity - -

British India, a8 passcd by the Legislative Assernbly be taken into consideration.”

‘and of his tamily which has cause

this Council from deciding whethe it is wort
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to this Council bow the Pariff Board came to be
dustry which was committed for inquiry was the
i : jon this Counci heartedly and very com-
. On that occasion this Counul‘who‘le : ' coms
;tI::lel me(illg:ged t(lze work of the Tariff Board. The Loul}ml qo_ns1dered 'tha.,t 1t i8
hi ghlyy appropriate and proper that the first result of the m?uu'tle: Sxy thl.S BOM% .,
i ‘bilities of protection should take the form of a total remission o
:;:th:: ° %?)s-fil:;’l la?lfav}:a the result of another of tl_le activities of th;s Bgard be_'
fore us. in the sh;pe of this Bill, and it follows the lmei:: that ta_mre ordmaﬁ;yr:is:;)(i
i i i i f duties. Protection genera
ciated with protection, namely, increase ot aut tection gen nised
i ini Those difterences of opinion become all the
man t differences of opinion. 'Those difts ion .
morey al:\)xlfl,:swh:meit is & ca,sapoi actual application of thg prmclple of protﬁ;z
tion. ‘It is therefore all the more necessary t.hat a-condition pre'cedent to t 3
wns‘ideraﬁbn of applicetion for protection, is first of all a full, complete a\:nk
irpartia] inquiry. On this point 1 think the House, vghateye; t(iley gxzy ’;‘hl:ilﬁ
his inquir iff Boai ill be satisfied . e Ta
of his inquiry by the Tariff Bourd, wi
502;3 ﬁ:it:;fvid us \(alvell:Y 'l}‘rhey came to their task‘nevnf and fresh, .but t(llley
brought to bear upon it earnest co-operation, determination, gOOd-Wlxl'lt ?:u 0&;
iti ivit, T ~ hey Lave given us & repo
oritical spirit, The result hus Leen that they g 4
: ’ that, report to weig
mat it is open to every Member of this Council on Tt to weig
for }t?rl;;s:xllfdtl}?elsba%)ance between the possible advantages of protection t:bt:tl: :
caso and the burden of cost to the country. I wmh' s.mo to -E?Zr ?r rrbute
to the Tata firm for the way in which they have met every reques fo holl e
tion, That was only right and proper. Ifany industry comes up for a{;ign ;
the State, it ought to be prepared to submit itself to the closest examin o o
have heard it suggested that an industry wllnch kAa::lpphexs }fg:e%?et:ﬁ?:;inches.
best judge of what it requires, since it and it alone knows where e pinches.
hatJ msf; (l))e a comfor'iing theory for the industry, but it is ‘l;irlicﬁaly ?e::n ;(;;lsig .
sastrous one for the country. I am certain that this Housew i n;i s 4
such a proposition: We have also, Sir, & further advantage t - hyﬁ‘bh'teﬂi:tiéx.k
this matter of economics, in that for the first time We are in oue  regliion,
We have had other inquiries into politico-economical questions an

deba i t a concrete scheme before us"d.i‘rpated_
tes uponit, Buf to-day we bave & rather too close to realities and

Last week I explained .
appointed and how the first

towards a dafinite end. s o?i?sgg;?ito:: to.eday‘,th'e fortunes and conditions

that is, that throughout our

' i tinually returning t0.0l ) . ; :
:lfxe(;geig? I:E:egz 2?3; one Arm manufsoburing steel in India. I reed hardly

. ot : d

. KPS i inadvisable to discuss here the fortunes and
Zi’"é?é e f°°“”°”;‘ct§iif fien and that it onght to be avoidod as far as posi-
b]n ol palrt :th an industry and not the -actious of one company.
e. We are dealing wi had its’ diffioulties. But it stands for a great effort. .

That company may have f the late Mr. Jamshedji Tata.

A ‘s ¢ ise O e
We can all admire the vision mﬁ‘ﬁ?ﬁz industry to rise in India and which

. ! of 70,000 people where less than 20 yeats
has brought into b}f_mg ;ulz'g%; ;‘l’:n That is p,pgreat achievernent. - rTheu%h
ago there was nothing ard, no Englishmen will fail to reodgnise the

the path of the Pioneer is often b » much we appreciate that effort and
Spirit of the Pioneer. hg:z,m '?;‘;% s:;g;vihe imagination, that does not absolvé

however much that ac hwhile to scoept this burden of

t0.our minds because it is a fact that
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The report which has been published brings out very clearly what this is.
The burden will be a real one:

The broad results of the scheme produced by the Tariff Board are that it
will impose upon the country about 14 crores of additional expense every year.
This, on the other hand, will not give the Tatas necessarily enormous dividends.
Far from that. The Tariff Board have approached that question carefully.
They have not accepted the claims that were made to them by the Company.
In calculating their results they have valued the works at a sum less by 4 crores
than the amount wblch has been spent upon those works. The Tata Company
asked for a protective duty of 33} per cent. on all kinds of steel.

The Tariff Board rejected this claim. They have recommeiaded duties
only on particular kinds of steel which are made, or are likely to be made
shortly, in the country, and then at rates which inquiry showed to be suffi-
cient and which are below this figure of 33} per cent. In fact, on the Tariff
Board’s proposals, it will need a great and genuine effort on the part of the
Company themselves to achieve what is known as ordinary commercial suc-
cess, and whether they_ do so or not will depend upon whether they are able
to combine both quality and quantity and to reduce their works costs.
The Board have found that the present difficulties in which the Tata
Company are finding themselves are due to no faults in the technical manage-
ment, They expressly exonerate the company from any such charge.

Now, Sir, I will try to endeavour to summarise the recommendations
put forward by the Government for the acceptance of this Council. In the
first place, I would ask the House to remember that the issue before the Tariff
Board was not the general one of free trade versus protection. It was
not that. What was referred to them was a clear cut question whether, on
the terms laid down in paragraph 97 of the Fiscal Commission’s report, and
with due regard to the well-being of the community and to the dependence
of Government revenues on customs, excise, import and export duties, a pro-
per claim was made out by the steel industry in India for protection. The
Board have answered that question clearly. They say a case has been made
out. They have found that the steel industry in India does possess natural
advantages. I need not go into this in detail. It is sufficient to point to the
fact that, as far as the first stage of manufacture is concerned, namely, the
manufacture of pig iron, India at the present moment can produce pig ’iron
probably more cheaply than any other country in the world and exports it
not only to Japan and the United States, but has ¢ven shipped pig-iron within
the last year to the United Kingdom. On that arises at once the question
“ Why is there any need for protection 2”’. There the Board’s answer is also
once more clear and unequivocable. They say that at the present moment,
in the present conditions in India, it is not possible to manufacture steel
at a profit. Infact, it can only be manufactured at a loss. This is due partiy—
I might say very considerably —to the present conditions in the world, and
partly to the conditions in which the steel industry is for the moment pfaced.
The industry is at present perhaps in its most vulnerable condition. The
greater extensions have only just been completed. The sheet mill will only

r
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come into operation in September next. Labour ha? not been fully trained. |

Experience has not been fully gained in the duplex process upon which the
Company will largely rely. The time of training labour and of reaching
maximum output is always a difficult time for any industry even in normal
times, but the conditions to-day are not normal. We are passing through
& period of very severe depression in trade, especially in the steel industry
throughout the whole world, As a result competition is extremely intense.
Before the war the output of steel ingots and castings in the United Kincdom
was sbout 7 million tons a year. In the boom of 1920 that rose to 9 millions.
In 1992 it was 6 million tons. There has been a slight recovery but in the
United Kingdom the output of steel ingots and castings has not reached the
figures of pre-war times. In the United States of America, where of course the
output is much larger, before the war it was about 35 million tons of steel
ingots annually, Just after the war it rose to about 44 millions and is now
back again to 35 or 36 millions. The figures in Germany are not clear, but
there Le'ore the war it was about 19 million tons, and it is now estimated
between 9 and 10 millions. These are figures taken from the returns of the
National Federation of Iron and Steel Manufacturers of the United Kingdom,
and they indicate that in the stecl plants of the world there is a large reserve
power of production. Such conditions can only indicate a restricted market
and hard and intense competition, and it is in the face of competition such as
this that the steel industry in India is passing through the transitional period
to which I have slready aliuded. The Board further find, as a result of their
inquiries, that. given time, given breathing space, and given an opportunity
-of training labour and gaining experience, there is a fair prospect that steel
will be manufactured in India in competition with other countries. Those are
the grounds upon which the Board based their cor.clusion that the steel industry
in India hed made out its claim for protection. The Government accept
this finding and in this session have placed before the Legislature the choice
whether the steel industry is to be helped in this difficult period or not. '

Having snswered that question in the affrmative, the Tariff Board came to
the more difficult portion of their task and that was to determine the degree,
+the amount and form of protection. Here, they have exercised, and I think
the Council will agree with me, a wise care. I have already stated that they
have not accepted the claim for protection blindly. They first of all applied
themselves to the question of determining the articles that are manufactured*in
India cr are likely to be manufactured, and they confined their attention to
those articles. The result of this has been that a considerable number of
erticles have been left out entirely—steel tubes, pipes, hoops and strips,
machinery, locomotives,—but even 8o, the articles which they have brought
Within their net are still numerous, They include beams, girders and all
structural steel, steel bars,—a very very big item,—rails, plates, sheéts, wire
nails, If one endeavours to determine what proportion of the steel imports
of the country these articles comprise it seems that they cover between 66 and
70 per cent. of the steel imports into India, excluding of course imachinery.
Therefore, the number of articles and the range of articles brought within the

The next point the Board had to determine is the amount. 0f~protectioh

that they wouild propose, and here they have adopted a system, rightly so, but

-
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a system which involved them in a great deal of Iabour. They endeavoured to
determine two limiting figtres, one was the price at which steel could reasonably
be expe_cted to be sold in India, if produced from an economically built an?l
economically conducted works, so as to realise a small and ressonable profit.
They do not set out to ensure a profit to the present steel company in presenf
conditions. They thereby arrived at Rs. 180 as the figure which thev thought
was a reasonable figure. Having done that, they had to determine the figure
which they expected imported steel to come into the country free of duty.
This they placed at Rs. 140 after consideration of all the factors and ipforme-
tion which they were able to obtain. This figure of Rs. 140 was a weighted
price. It was not the price of any particular article on any perticular day-
It was the price at which the Board came after a full exercise of théir judgmen$
and after & careful examination of the trade prices of steel bars as reported i
the Trade Journals compared with the prices at which steel was actualflv being
gold in India. This involved them in one other difficulty. It is obviously
extremely difficult at any time to make a prophecy about import prices, 1%
becomes doubly so especially at a time, such as I have described. of intense
competition between the different steel plants of the world and als,o at a time
when exchanges are fluctuating as they have in the last few years and might
possibly do so again. I would only remind the House about the franc. In the
last five months you have seen it in the seventies, then up to 119 and back again
to the seventies. In those conditions it is very dangerous and very difficult
to prophecy,. 8o the Board, on that point, have buttressed their scheme by 8
proposal which I readily admit has given the Giovernment a great deal of
thought and trouble. It is that the Government should take power to raise
these duties if they found that steel was being imported into India at a price
likely to render inefective the protection intended by this present scheme.
That is a power that no Executive Government likes, that is a power which no
Department cares to exercise. It is obviously going to expose the Government
toa continugd squeeze, or the danget of a continued squeeze, to the representa-
tion that prices have sagged, to the continued assertions of fact that a certain
smount of steel has come in at a certain price. Yet there seems to be no escape
in the present conditions of the world from accepting that power. 1 have
indicated how exchanges have fluctuated, and they may easily fluctuate againt M
in the same manner. There is no point whatever in imposing a scheme '
protection unless it has a fair chance of being adequate for the purpose for whick
it is intended. ‘That only mesns placing a burden on the country for no result
whatever. It may be necessary to move and to move quickly in an emergency:
and for this reason these extraordinary and emergent powers have been 8sk
for by Government and have been incorporated in clause 2 of this Bill. "Phere
are also precedents. Somewhat similar conditions have been incorporsted in
‘the legislation of thq Unite_d States and of Australia. These are power?
intended for extraordinary situations and to meet emergencies. :

Rupees 140 is & weighted price ; it is not the price of a particular article B
s particular day. Because some person has been sble to import an article 86
» particularly low price is in itself no reason for putting into force these axtrs”
ordinary powers. The Government will not exercise powers until afte

'Rs. 60 has been recornmended.
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eonsultation with the Tariff Board who are rgsponsiﬁle for determining this

original price of Rs. 140.
Before I leave this point, I would also say that during the last three weeks
we have rcchecked the price of Rs. 140 which the Tariff Board have adopted -

.and find that their major proposition is correct and on the whole satisfactory.

Whilst dealing with these two limiting factors, Rs. 180 and Rs. 140, thers
are two misconceptions which I would like to try and remove. One is that the
proposal of the Tariff Beard was that the steel companies in India should be
guaranteed Rs. 180 for all the steel they make. That is not the proposal
That is an impossitle proposition. There is no question of price control in this
Bill. The Tanff Botrd themeselves say that a company must abide by its
contracts. ..Some of its contracts may be good and some bad, but whenever
any industry comes before the Assembly for protection it is' not right that they
should claim to throw the burden of unprofitable contracts upon the country
and thereby escape the results of their own actions. Nor is it any part of the

. suggestion of the Tariff Board that duties should be s0 manipulated as to make

the price of steel entering India Rs. 140. That is equally impossible. Al that
the Tariff Board ssid was that after careful and exheustive inquiry, after taking
into consideration all the factors, they found a gap of about Rs. 40 & ton and
they endeavoured to bridge that gap. Beyond that they do not go. Companies
are free to make their contracts in any way they like. Trade and commerce is
not to be controlled. Whilst conditions remain at all like those that prevailed
at the time when the Tariff Board was meking their inquiry, it should be
sufficient, if this difference of Rs. 40 is made good, to allow eny steel company
in India to win its way to steady profits. Beyond that it is not right to ask
the Legislatuze to go. It is this Rs. 40 which is the main basis for te caloular
tions of these duties; in the case of cther articles a ajmilar gomparison of
Prices has been made. Also spccific duties heve been generally - 5
‘instead of ad valorem. That is the point where they diverge f1om the.ordinsry
Practice that has hitherto prevailed in our tariff, Here the Council will agree
that the chenge is justificd. Specific. duties are much more effective for
protective purposes then ad valorem ones. Ad valorem duties are highesb
when prices are highest and protecticn is leact required and lowest when
Prices are lowest end protection is most nceded ; thercfore the Boerd have
gone, whenever thcy possibly could, for specific dutics. For purposes of
ccmparison, however, it is better to turn them into ad valorein ones. If we
do that I think the Council will reslise the pitch. at which these duties are
placed. If we convert them into ad valorem ones at present rates they mean
on steel bars an ad valorem duty of 28 per cent., on structurals and wire nailk
25 per cent., on plates 20 per cent., and on cheet and tin-plates 15 per cent,
Compare those with the rates prevailing in other countries. The rates ifi
Japan on nearly the whole of these articles ar(ial 15 pel; ;ent.tc In Wg&;
a fio duties, the duties on wire nails are £2 a ton ; here & Buty
rlopts specifio dut The House will therefore see mwh‘?h the
Bosid have applicd these duties to a partieular range of articies and have
md’e.vg]rauaied tgpproteotqzenly those manufactured in Indis, yet'thé duties in
themselves reach s high level. Those who would ask for méte’ protection
ought to. bear this in mind. The duties proposed work otb ‘véry similar to
thobe in Australis, but Austzelis is & somewhat wealthier country than ndix.
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At th i :
this p‘;::;‘;::‘:: trlxlxi (’}I;anﬁ 113loard have endeavoured to keep down the cost of
" mendation for dutie as they can. They have combined with their recom-
1es & system of bournties on rails and wagons., This has &

great effect in thet it helps to prevent the ‘danger of raising the general cost of

tran i :

bo n:%(ér:algt:lglz 5::}111:1')’ . It was also necessary because a duty on rails would
e e o e W

years. e Board
the ovenue they expei o gt au av v 3 b i o
all round than any prot oy Je urged that bounties alone would be cheaper
during this momiy I; defi‘tne duties. We shall probably hear more of that
advocate bounties %u Iixt hope to hear that argued. But all_those who
whothat in obtuiin %h ta.l:so to show whence the money would come, and
Durdons on tho cong 8¢ money they would not also be putting additional
sumers by imposing additional indirect taxation.

Anoth .
er feature of the recommendations before the Council is the period~

;'Lirﬁ'.h’?hﬁhﬁiield‘i’rfé"ﬁsf"’ recommended. They are restricted to three
a longer period than th *y may need and possibly will nced protection for
in such a state of flux r:e years. That is very important. Conditions are
now may casly bo o : }{rer?ent that the rates which would be appropriate
hence the compan I:)m;%' nappropriate three years hence. Three years
op »orbunities o th tlllliilr ;(())ﬂilqavﬁl tgalfx‘l:]z;i sex.perienrce and had adequate
a > 3 swing. [t oug
ﬁ?:o]bilg :ﬁre(:etsxlr]:m{hwh('t.h er 1t can really fnv.ke st:eﬂl‘tefgggm?ga];);
down. Under these t ere 18 some prospect of trade conditions settling
figures now determine ]MO conditions it is perfectly obvious that any
ooy | préfert *d may be far too burdensome three yeers ence, and the
in India a chance ’be;')owalt for the next thrce years to pive the steel comperies
protection whi h" eiore a“’\"}ﬁ the Legislature to consider any proyosals for
; ch might pertain for a long period. Therefore, anothe}; inquiry

is recommended before th h 19 i
provided for in the B, ¢ 31st March 1927, and that is now specifically

ot e b e, e fr ot et Trobounti
" ‘ 2 e same y i
Bt s b e o) B e
of bounty' I;; i: trfe Teriff Board reccmmend en additions] Ps. 261 {\‘&Y
if it gra éltlally deg:ea:gz]i‘;xci(:;u&nr;d:bvmgs that a bounty is most eﬁzctive
rates l‘e;qrx}llme.nded for steel rails are I’\?s?g;, ‘i{:u;;i :lrfg{;:s'go Therefore,hthe
)}r;;ar]sx4w ich give the average of Rs. 26, and adding ‘this to % over th; t. rez
.14, olncequre !)rmgs us back to the basic figure of Rs. 40 ¢ s'i‘)}(:mﬁc uty o
I have already indicated, would come to about one crore and a h 1e buzden, aﬁ
.be- dlst'rlbuted on the whole between the Government Rail alf which v{,l
industries and the general consumer. 1In the result however th w;ys, the 115
j.probg.bly ultimately fall on the general consumer, at is whe ulk of it W
is being asked to-day. The question before the House is, is it&t thei1 co‘ll:'lltr{
The scheme put up by the Tariff Board has been accepted b Gwort while !
a whole, and they have placed it before the Legislature az aoziﬁ?en{v l:o’»

_ advantages. A careful, impartia
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scheme is the logical result of the inquiry which was Held hy the Fiscal Com=
mission. On that Commission there were representatives of every kind of
¢ommerdial opinion. That Commission unanimousiy recommended a policy
of discriminating protection in cases in which an industry possessed naturad
] and a searching inquiry has been made inte
the steel industry, and it has beenshown that the steel industry satisfies all
those conditions ; in fact the Tariff Board go so far as to say that they could
ot conceive of a stronger case than the claim of the steel industry for proéec-
tion. If the Council endorses the principles laid down by the Fiscal Commis-
sion, which have already been accepted by the Government on the advice of the
Legislative Assembly, then they have to accept the fact that the steel industey
in India deserves protection at any rate for the present. ‘The Government,
therefore, have no hesitation whatever in placing before the Council for their
acceptance the scheme that has been prepared by the Tariff Board. Itisa
balanced scheme, and I would ask the House not to endeavour o pull out its
foundation stones and bring it tottering down. 1ithe country is going to accept
protection, all will have to pay, and it is not right to endeavour to create bolt
holes through which particular interests can escape their share of the burden.
ffhe scheme is not an extravagant one. It should put the steel industry
in a position sufficient to allow it to grow amd develop. More than that it does
not do. Tt is calenlated that the steel industry will have to put forth very
great efforts to derive the full benefit, but the scheme is, we belreve, adequate.
1t is sufficient to preserve that industry, which is a great industry. It gives

an opportunity to the Tata Company to extend, and it is up to the Company
to make a full use and success ofit. Ifthe scheme is accepted, if these proposals
re accepted, the country will have held out a helping hard to the steel industry
in a time of difliculty, and it i8 for that industry to see that it makes the: most
of the opportunitics afforded to it, that it works in future more cconomically,
that it makes the most of its chances. ,

T now move, Sir, that the Bill to provide for the fostering and. development
of the steel industry in British India, as passed by the Legislative Assembly,
be taken into consideration. . _ .

Tue HonooraBtr Me. J. W. A, BELL (Bengal Chamber of Commeree) :
Sir, 1 very much regret that I am unable to support the Bill w'hich‘ has been
placed before this House by my Honourable friend Mr. Chedwick Ina very
fdtir, very moderate and very interesting speech, and that for, among other
things, two reasons. Inthe first-place, I donot think it is right that a Bill
with effects so far-reaching should be rushed through the Legislature, as this
Bill is being rushed through, without time being allowed to the country for its
full consideration. I shall probably be told that several weeks have bcen
allowed, but that is not sufficient. For a Bill so important, in & eountry of
the size of India,several months would not have beeal too much. The Govern-
Iment of India ha:d before them the Report of the Tatiff Commission for three
and a half months before they arrived at their conclusions. If it tock the
experts of the Commerce Depastment three and a half months to make up
their minds with regard to the Bill, T do not think that 1t is unreascnable
to suggest that the less well informed public ought at least to have had an
&qual time. ‘ '

MG2C8 : °
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In the second place, I consider thet the Eill hes been drefted under &n

entire misapprehension both with regard to tke necersity for it, end with
regard to the ultimate effect it will have ujcn the courtry.

The course of the Rill in another place deserves the careful considerstioh
of this House for it. is significant. A few- weels ago people who professed
to know were loudly proclaiming that in that House it would have a walk-

over, and that its rassege these would ke the matter of a few hours, Eut,

Ain spite of canvassing #n-l lobbying to an extent hitherto, happily , unkpown
in Indian politics, in spite of can: assing and lobhying to en extent which
has caused some comment in Simla during the last ten days, it was seen at
an early stage that there was going to he considerable opyositions to the 1 ill,
and that the prophets were going to be wrong. It became apparent that
responsible Members of another place had been aroused to a sense of what
the Bill really meant, and that considerable misgivings had arisen-in their
minds as to the effect it would have upon the country.

The Bill was referred to a Select Committee consisting of 20 Members.
(The Homouratle Dr. Sir Dera Prasad Sarvadkikary : ‘' 23, 1 think.’") 20,
I think. 8o remarkeble was the unanimity of this Committee with regerd to
the merits of the Bill, that of the 20 Members, 11 signed Minutes of Dissent.

If these facts mean anything, they mean that the Bill is not one which had the

vnanimous approval of the other House, but is one with rega:d to which
opinion in thaet House is sharply divided.

One of the functions of this House is to safeguard the interests of all -

classes, and to- prevent the wishes of small majorities from being impos
upon large minorities. In these circumstances, in view of the sharp differ-
ence of opinion with regard to the Bill in another House, I think that this

House would not merely be exercising its privilege, but it would be perform-

- ing its duty, if it were to throw ou the Bill altogether.

The Bill is one which if paseed will alter the whole fiscal system of the 'f

country. It is quite true that at present customs duties are imposed &b

Indian ports which have a protective effect, but they have not been imposed,

with that object in view, but with a view to increasing the revenue of the
country, This, therefore, is the first real step in the direction of protection.

I do not propose to take up the time of Honourable Members by discuss-
ing the general question of free trade as opposed to protection.- The Tariff
Board in their Report have correctly pointed out that that general question
does not come within the terms of their reference, .

The Tariff Board was constituted as the - esult of g Resolution in the
Assembly early last year as Honourable Members will remember, I do not
propose to criticise the personnel of the Tarift Board, but I think it i8

permissible to say the , notwithstanding the eminent position occupied by

each member of the Board in his own respective sphere of life, the pubﬁq

would have had greater conﬁde{lce in their inves igations of what are, after, .
all, purely commercial matters, if there had been included in the Board one
member, or had there been added to the Board one member, with Pm“ic“‘. g

business experience.
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T now come to the recommendations of the Tariff Boatdtog the pr«})lte?ltltzn .
of the steel industry or rather to putit plainiy for the protection 9{9 the Id;s "
Iron and Steel Company, Limited. (The Honoumbl'c Mr. Lalubhac amat ot
“No.”") In making their reccrnmendations, the Tariff Board ha;fle ;ﬂa l
tkat this Company fulfils the three main cond_1t19us laid down by the ‘nzza.d
Cemmission, wkich conditiors the Fiscal Commls.smn stated .should be iatés t,fl
tefore any claim to protection could be entertained. I quite agrele: :'t? ¢ iz
Tatg Iron and Steel Compény does fulfil some of these condl‘txons, u 'lt?h s
oné which I consider that it does not fulfil. I do not consider thati) WJbIO;;l
the help of protection, the Tata Iron and Steel Company would nolls e ?;érzs t:
develop at all, or would not be able to develop as rapidly asisin the

of the country.

j . tisfics
In corring to the conclusion that the Tata Ironand Steel Company sa
all the conditigcns laid down by the Fiscal Commission, the Tariff Board hm_'e,l
I think, Leen labouring 1 nder the misapprehicnsicn that the present financial .
poaiticxi of the Tata Ccmpany is due to permanent inability on the part of th.e
Directors to carry cn its aflairs successfully without protection, whereas it
seems to me that tke position arises merely from the adverse trade conditions
which have prevailed for the last two or three years. I quite agree with my
Honcurable fricnd Mr, Chadwick ip saying that one should ayoxd, as far as
possible, offczing any opinicns as to indmdual_ firms, but it is not- possible
in lcoki;xg at this aspect of the matter, to avoid some reference to the past
history of the Tata concern. . :
ir ow i r years in a highly prosperous position;
Cn thcir cwn showing, they were f01: years in a highly pr positior
A faiﬂy accurate estimate of the prosperity of any Company can be ascertained
from its dividend paying capacity overa number of years, and from the value
which the public places upou its shares. _— -
: ital of the Tata Company, apart .
With regard to the first of these, the cagltal o '
frem d:etexl:ixglres ‘and preference shares, consists of ordinary shares of Rs. 75
each and deferred shares of Rs. 30 each. For the convenience of Honourable

i ' he years 1914
I will refer to these as A and B shares. Between the ye )
gisimligl;& : period of nine years, the following dividends were paid on these

o8 i~ , ‘
. g ) ) Per cent.
1914-A ghares .. . e . ‘e 6
B shares .. T . 25
1915-A shares .. - .- v . 8
B shares .. . . .. 25
1916-A shares .. .. . e e 15
Bshares .. - .. .. . .o 180
1917-A shares .. . . . o 20
©, - Bshares .. T 291
1018-A shares .. .. .o e o2 o
Bshares .. s o .o 291
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Per cond. ‘

1919-A shares . . .. .. hi
B shares. .. .. .. .. .. Noth'mﬂ.: o
1020-A shares .. . . .. .. lg
B shares .. . .. .. .. 202
1021-X shares .. . .. . 16
B shares .. .. .. .. . 202
© 1922-A shares ., . .. .. .: 4
B shares .. . .. .. Nothing.

That is in 1917 m}d 19!‘,8 d“‘*,’m’d shareholders received in dividends six times
the amount of .thcxr cupital; in 1920 and 1921 they received four times the
amount of their capital. In the nine years besween 1914 and 1922, A sharesy

that 15, the ordinary shareholders, received 14 times the amonnt of their capital-

or an averige dividend of about ¥Z} per cent, The defe ; ders

d.ur.mg that period received fully 12 times the .amount eof n:.h(i;'h ucr::)liii.lein

grwldend:;, lorfau.a;'e:‘l;a,g,r‘,dividem{ of LI5 per. cent. I think that possibly my
onourable fricrd Mr. Chadwick had these fie in vi - i

the path of the pioneer was hard, gures in view when he said that

As indicating the value placed hy the public on the shares of the Tats
eoncern I find that in 1917, 1918 and 1919 thewe shares of Ry, 30-—-leferred
shares--were heing fl‘f‘f‘!y purchased at Rs. 1,000, Rs. 1,200 und cveu' n‘lOl(’-
'tlzuz}re was Jn() profnl-(l'tmn in these days and vet vo satisfied were the publicas

he soundness of the concern wi » he i v
willing to pay 30 or 10 times tl‘i: f‘z::::hom o of protection, that they w0
in the prosperity of the Company,

But tha(: is not the only evidence we have of the prosperity of the Tata con-
cern. ‘In 1922,-- two years ago--they went into the London market witharn
offer of 2 niillion pounds sterlingof 7 per cent. shares und at that time they issue
a e)l;?spectus. This prospectus appeared in the * London Times” of Gth July
1922, or as nearly as possible two years ago. In that prospectus some interest*
ing details were given with regard to the financial josition of the Tata Company-
I do not wish to weary Honourable Members by reading the whole of
that prospectus, }.)uc I'huvé a copy among my papers should any one wish
to seeit. I notice that i it the ‘Tata Company say that afm).( succeseful
workm‘g for five years, they decided to make large extensions of their plan¥
fmd mineral resources. “In another part of this prospectus, under tle head-
ing of Assets and Liahilities, they give a statement by their Auditors certifying
that 'thelr assets ‘exceeded their liabilities by about £13,000,000 sterling,
that s, by about Rq. 19 crores.  That is, two years ago, the a,ssets, of the com-
pany exceeded their liabilities by Rs. 19 crores. ’

I do not, as will Le scen later, mention these parti i irid
of Lostility to the Tata Company, bug I mention the?m i;czlr?il:r tlon czzgn::] :;he
opinion I have expressed that we are not dealing witha struggling business—
that without the help of protection has never been able to get itf head above
water, but with a bu:iness which, without the help of protection—has attained

-value of the shares in order to participate

. they had to pay large surs inin
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a position of great prosperity and has maintained that position for a long_

number . of years. B : e
It is interesting to notice the attitude of the Tariff Boa:rd towards this
aspect of the question. They say on page 61 of the Report:

“ We do not propose to examine the validity of the cr’i’ticisms frequently made re-
garding the dividends paid by the Company i certain years. 1 et the&
‘ i hese criticisms an at t

They do not say that they have examined t |
are not s};tisﬁed as to their validity. Had they done so, one W(:luli h:;:n?i?g
nothing to say. But they merely say that they are not prepare e o
their validity. Why chould the Tarift Board have taken up thal P :

with regard to an important aspect of the question ? Why should they have

. : { years the
deliberatelp shut their eyes fo the fact that for a long number (; ’4.!yeaSurely

Tata Iron and Steel Company has been & most prosperous Concer

' i i int of view, and yet, we

it was their duty to look ut the question from every poin

find them, not aZcidentally, but de}lliberatiely, refusing zcioh:ttﬁ;rgt I;cgntr;fg
: i -een the fact that cnly two years ag :

AP osition of great prosperity, and the fact that they

Steel Company was in 8 p ) . _
are now irf th;’t position £vhich is dfe;cr(';l?ed ny :}tﬁ\ ]’f‘aéigg%:}?;g ;zng:; ielggret’:
ich is the common gossip of India.
?vr;x(}c;xv}}w})l;z;hquoted, th%owsp conciderable doubt upon the value of the
whole report of the Tariff Board. "
The Tariff Board eay that in. their judgment the need for prztectloxzo g:ss_
not arise from any question of finance. I recomrgend that seg g:sceh u-niom.?
Honourable friend Mr. Mc\atters Yvho at least will un@erstan 11) th'
They say that the need for protection arises from' the dlﬁere_nce & :Zfe ctmz ‘
priceat which steel is imported, and the price at which the Indle:;p.mgn egessa p
is atle to sell. In other words, they consider that protec 1tonb1121;0 manxz
Lerause the Tata Tron and Steel €ompany are pot at the momen 'aGourment,
facture at a profit. If their opinion be correct, I i;n al:;sxu_reesseB ernpment
and also the Tariff Beard that there are hundreds of other ;:ﬁxactl India
and throughout the » orld carrying on at the present time un tly simila:

conditions.

The Tata Iron and Steel Company complained to the Tariff Board that

terest because they had no reserves to fall bgc};
in thi tion that in 1919 they paid Rs. 11 lakhs in divi-
‘:;pog , Idﬁni’i éﬁdﬂﬁi cg(r)x X(1)((3(;) 1to reserve. In 1920 they paid R}s. 474 lakhs in
d('m'ds a.g pg laced Bs’. 76,000 to reserve. In 1921 they paid Rs. 53 lakhs
. wé. e% ; gn pd laced Rs. 80,000—less than -one lakh—to reserve. In
111;) : 2xv1 hen 8 9;3 O\ft Rs. 45 lakhs in dividends and placed nothing at all to
'reserv: e}XIJIathat the Tariff Board bave to say with regard to this aspeot. of
the question is :—
“ Tt is obvious, of ¢O
i v would have been easier and less ou )
P°51“°n1‘:°t ofound conclusion. to come to! If they had not paid sc
whe atﬁr would have more left | (The Homourable Mr. Lalubha
gl;r;ﬁl?l::‘y “ %ill you please resd the next sentence 2”) I think I ought. 1«

protest against this casual way of di_smissipg & very le°mnt wspect of th‘

urse, that if dividends had been restricted the Company’s financisa

2

tside capital would have been required.”
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question. Tdonot think that for the Tariff Poard to take up that Fosition with -

regard to an important rointis fair ei
th% public p Fontisfair either to the Government of India or to

*

The‘ view that I ta.l.ce is that the present financial position of the -Tat
concern is not dpe to their peing unable permanently to manufacture at ?’1:'
Unless certain important information has not been disclosed, it woulda open:
that the Tata Co. are suffering in exactly the same way as many: other bu inesses
are suffering throughout thé world. For years they made large rofg;nesses
they embarked upon large extensions. Like these other companieg the ; wer
caught when the slump came. It came suddenly, the demand f Y heir
products fellaway, and the Tata Co. was faced with, disastrous coomOr t't}}elr
from many other companies in exactly the same position as itselfpesltwn
of these companies had pursued a prudent policy and had built u lomo
reserves, and these are the companies that are able to w eather thestorm tI:)-dz;ge

But in speaking of the present positi
' ! rositicn of the Tata Co.
upon what might Lave Eeen ked enother relicy been ruxbted.vve\?fl}i.i??eiv;:]el

to face is the rosition to-ddy, and in thj : ) .
one aspect of the question. y 18 connection I would like to 1efer to

I have heard it said—1I do not believe that &
ny Honourabl i
House would express such an_opinion—but I hz’ve heard itesggn::g:rt olfhﬂl:
. dpeao nno:(gzglririfitc&)‘m;l:lm;y 111(11 India are opposing protection because they
esire &ta’s sLould reccive the financial assistence f
ment which is necessary in order that th o thotr e
difficulties. I wish emphaticnll' et that o pphcir present
. . lly to deny that that is so. The E
:L);nx%l::;u}lm(;;)mnguélg lwguld exceedingly regret if it became nzces‘slar:)}')ef?;
he Tt an el Company to go intd liquidetion. Th 1d
sider.it & great disaster to the country. Th qd‘ ire as strongly 88 any
Honourable Member of this House ozir}(’)'f cther place. e Gy that
another place can desire that
%‘aza l{ron and Steel Company should get whatever financial help is nece:sa?;'e
ut they desire that that help should be given in & businesslike wey. The ,
cons}der 'a]so that the help shquld take the form of bounties, or of a'loa.n n{
nominal interest, or of a combination of both of these mebh:)ds.

The advantage of a system of bounties i
' : is at once apparent. 8

g)e 1I:ecesalt;y for them disappears the bounties could bgpwithdmwzf :vg:l?oz:
T lt:a .mg_dany disturtance in the financial situation throughout the country
T e }:cl 1i(:,nce of the buiden is also fair because it is applied to the whole com:
eqlllzlilfl;a ){)le Tough the; fl:antf:ral G]:)vemment by means of taxation. This seems

1 in view of the fact that one of the strongest arguments f
:;f:ltu}x;ro:h th:ei 'If‘ata Irc;nt }almd Steel Company was tlgmt theg;]ndu!;try tatsh:efg::
1 e delence ol the country. If that be so, and I agree that it i
it ;eemf only fair that the burden should be borne by theagvrhole comlxtnlxsnis: ;
&nd no> merely by the consumer, for the moment, of steel. .

It has not teen poseible in the short ti i
: : . ime &t my disposal t
:ﬂ:;ust.v.e estimate of the relative cost to the countr? of Eountiez E:eg a.;gs:g
o the tariff Rrol)osala of the Tariff Board. But taking the figures sup Eed'by
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the Tariff Board as estimates, it would appear that the cost of bounties to the
country in the first year would be something like Rs. 50 or 60 lakhs, in the
second year about Rs. 72 lakhs and in the third year, probably something over &
crore, whereas the burden to the country resulting from the proposals of the
Tariff Board would amount to one crore and 64 Iakhs of rupees & year. That
is, in the three years provided for in this Bill, the costto the country of the -
tariff proposals would be something like b crores of rupees, Whereas the cost te
the country of a system of bounties would be less than half that amount. In-
speaking of bounties it has also to be kept in view that, if the Tariff Board’s
proposals be edopted, all the steel consumed in the country will be subject to
the tarifis imposed, whercas the Tata Company are only able to manufacture
about one-third of that quantity and therefore only able to benefit by the
increace to the extent of that one-third. It might be, and it will be, said pro-
Lably that the output of the Tata Company will increase year by year and
there is no Teason to suppose that it will not. But, on the other hand, there
is 1o reason to suppose that the total amount consumed in the country will

not also increase.

If either of the methods that I have suggested, that is, bounties or loans
at nomina! interest, be adopted, it will obviate the necessity for plunging the
country into s policy of protection. If protection be granted tothe Tata
Company it will be followed by applications from many other concerns.
This is verified by the fact that, in making these proposals for the protec-
tion of the Tata Iron and Steel Company, the Tariff Board have found it
necessary to make similar proposals in connection with the Engineering
Industry, the Wagon Building industry, the Tin-plate industry, the Indian
Steel Products Company, Agricultura]l Implements, Limited, etc. It is
not even suggested that these industries fulfil the terms of the Fiscal Com-
mission’s Report. The only argument advanced is that they use Tata’s
steel : that the price of Tata’s steel will be increased by protection, and that
therefore they, in turn, must be protected. The case of the tin-plate ndustry
is one that has come prominently before the other House. The Select Com-
mittee found that it was not deserving of protection because the reason for
its financial position was that it had been over-capitalized. 1 understand that
the duty however has been restored. I would also point out that this industry
i being protected twice. They enjoy & long contract for steel from the Tata
Company at a price less than the cost of production, in respect of which the
Tata Company is being protected, and they will also enjoy the special pro
tection which has been allowed to the industry itself. .

Government may rest assured that if these claims which have been put
forward for protection are admitted, they will be followed by many others, and
the result will undoubtedly be a very great increase in the cost of living through-
out the country. This will be followed by demands for higher wages, which
will in turn raise the cost of every article which is produced by the labour of
those persons to whom higher v a3es have to be granted. It is all very well
for the Tariff Board to speak in & theoretical way of the allocation of the bur-
den which will be caused by protection, but Honourable Members of this House
know that those who will really suffer—and they will suffer very heavily
indeed—will be the poorer classes and the poorest classes of this country, .
the agriculturists in the mofussil ahd the labourers in fhe towns. For thab
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reason even suppore I should find myself ina minority of one, I feel it my
duty to oppose this Bill. ‘

Tue HonouraBrE Stk MANECKJI DADABHOY (Central Provinces:

General) :  8ir, I have decided to rise at this carly stage of the debate in view -

of the very important and significant speech made by my Honourable friend,
Mr. Bell. I may at once state that if I rise to welcome this Bill, it is not
because I was a member of the Fiscal Commission which in the ﬁrs’t instance,
recognised the necessity for some measure of protection to the steel industry,
or because Government has the moral courage to mark out a bold and courage-
ous policy in the matter of its tarifl legislation on this occasion, but on uccount
of the deep conviction that the steel industry needs protection,,and that if
India is to be raised to the level of other flourishing countries, it. is only possitle
by the prosperity of itssteel industry. My Honourable friend, Mr. Bell, has
placed an aspect of the case from the point of view of the Europcan comm(;rcial
comnmunity. He has placed that aspect with great ability and with extreme
moderation, on which I congratuvlate Lim, but I fear if his whole speech is
thoroughly examined and analysed his opposition is not to the Bill itgelf
but to the policy which is to be adopted in this country, the policy of free trade
er protection.  fir, it is no longer open to the Honouralle Members of this
Council to cersider that guestion. That policy has been enuaciated by the
unanimous ofinion of the Fiscal Commission and has received the seal of
approbation of the Government of India and of the Sceretary of State by the
Resolution that was passcd in the Assembly and accepted practically unani-
mously on that occasion. 1 may observe that though the subject of free trade
or protection incidentally arises, it does not affect the main and principal issue
now lying before this (‘ouncil, whether the Bill that is now Lefore us affords
an adequate measure of protecticn to the steel industry of this country.

Rir, before T embark on the general discussion 1 want to make my position
clear. I never had the happiness or the good fortune to enjoy those high
dividends which my Honourable friend, Mr. Bell, has alluded to. (Laughter.)
I never held a single share in the Tata Iron and Steel Company (Laughter),
and I have no desire to hold a share (Laugbter) ; and, if I am spéaking to-day
in support of the Bill, my advocacy at least should be regarded as purely dis-
interested, and I am only supporting the cause on account of the momentcvs
issues that are lying before the country and the important questions that a1e
involved in this Bill.

_ 8ir, T wish to clear up a few misunderstandings to which my Honouralle
fngnd, Mr. Bell, has referred, as it will clarify the atmosphere and enable
this Council to decide the real point without prejudice and from the right point
of view. My friend started with attacking the Report of the Select Committec
and brought it before the notice of this House that there was no unanimity
even in the Select Committce itself, because 9 out cf the 20 members appended
Minutes of Dissent and took views which were not in union with the views of
their other colleagues.

Sir, T hn\_ve also studied this Report of the Select Committee, and my
Honourable friend, Mr. Bell, will permit me to correct him that the dissenting
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members did not in their Report refer atallto the factwhether protection should
be given to the steel industry or not, but they altuded to other important ~
questions, questions like the settlement of labour, profit sharing, nationalisation
wnd other important matters which they took up in the course of their inquiry
for consideration, and they opined that they formed a part and parcel of this
Bill and ought o have been incorporated into it. Tt was that reason which
led to the dissenting minutes from seme members of the Select Committee. -

' ‘Then, my Hricnd M. Bell found fault with the constitution of the Tarift

Board. I amwefraid it is rather too late. I wish, when the matter had come

up before the Assembly, his oolleague, the other representutive of the .Ben%a.l
Chamber of Commerce, could have &b least pressed on the Government the
advisability of putting on & business man on this Tariff Board, * Sir, whatever

;may be said a8 to the adventages of a business man being on » Board of this
‘nature, we ought ot bo discard the justice of the view which the opponents

of the business man would also be in a position to urge. I understand the

‘object of the Government was to keep the Board free from prejudice, free from

any predilections o business or other afiairs, o that the Board might arrive
at an independent judgment. But whether that view is correct or not, 1
confess there is something to be said in support of that view, and even if the
view which my Honourable friend, Mr. Bell, has propounded is correct, I say
it would bardly affect the merits of the Bill, and I would ask my Honourable
friends to consider the question now before them entirely from & detached poins .
of view whether-or not protection which the Board has recommended is necea-
sary Sor the growth and development of the steel industry in India,- -

Sir, then M. Bell referced to the guring prospectus maua&kﬂbytheTata.

Steel Compeny in order to obtain more tapital for their works angl nlso to the.

fact that fabulous dividends were paid by the Dompany as a ground, Y. presumg,
%o show that the Tata Company needed no protection end thet it wwe in
& position to stand on itsown legs. I wish my iniend Mr. Bell had studied more
deeply the psychology of the years 1920 and 1931 which permitted companies
in India bo distribute large and fabulous dividends. - Perhaps he is awars, like
many of us, that those were the years which succeeded the advent of the waxr,
After the closing of the war, things were entirely dislocated in this country,
and a period of ephemeral prosperity enstied in which not only the Tata Steel
Works enjoyed a fair amount of success, but other industries Kke jute and

"eotton had wlso their tremendous share of the boom. The fab dividends

that were paid in 1919, 1920, and 1921 by the jute industry of Bengal-—and
they paid more than 300 per cent, dividend, much more than Tatas—vere dus

.o causes which were entirely different, and it would be wrong to asspciete
. those causes with the consideration of the question now before us; which
involves serious other considerations, My friend pointed out that the Board
. wefused to consider the triticisms about the ebility of Tata’s to pay dividends,

e Board,

.and .stated that, if that question had been carefully gone into b{y;igd el
quo

probsbly they would have arrived at & different conclusion, Myi >
an isolated passage from the finding of the Tariff Board in, ‘:-]%t connection,
but if he had only referred to the following passage, it woul ’rlggve cleared
up the doubt, that the matter did not wholly escape their consideration, becauge
Me2C8 . SR o o » P
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after the passage to which Mr, Bell has referred, the Tariff Board distinctly
gtate: '

“ It is obvious of course #f the-dividerrds hud been restricted, the company’s financial
position would have been casier and éss outside capital would have been required, but
the need for protection would have been‘exactly what it is to-day.”

8o it will clearly appear that the question of the payment of dividends had .

no bearing whatever on the issue. Sit, we are not concerned to-day with the
ability of the Tata firm to pay dividends ; whether they would be able to pay
dividends in the future or not is another question. We are likewise not con-
cerned with the financial position of the firm of Tatas; we are not concerned
whether the Tatas are kept alive or they have to go into liquidation if this
Bill i8 not passed. The sole question before the country, which has been
analysed and examined in detail by the Tariff Board, is whether the steel
industry could succeed without some measure of protection or not. If the
finding of the Board is correct, and they have examined this matter with
great care and with extreme caution, they have arrived at a finding which
1 have personally no hesitation in accepting, and I concur with the view that
protection ought to be affoided. You will therefore, I submit, allow these
matters which are entirely outside the ‘consideration not to stand in the way
of arriving at a conclusion whether protection should be allowed to the Tata
Company or not. In this connection, my friend has referred to two other ways
of giving relief. He has also candidly stated that he would be very sorry if
the steel industry collapses. But he has pointed out that this system of
protective relief now advocated would involve an expenditure of about & crores,
and if the bounties were only paid, the Government would tide over the diffi-
culty and keep the Tata Iron works alive on half that amount. Now,as
Honourable Members are aware, the Fiscal Commission went into this ques-
tion very thoroughly, and they, as a matter of fact, did recognise that in
matters of key and basic industries such as the Iron and Steel industry, if
any proteetion is needed, it must rather take the shape of bounties.......

Tae HoNouranre SiR CHARLES INNES (Commerce Member): I
just want to correct the Honourable Member. What the Fiscal Commission
“said with regard to basic industries was that bounties may often be found
to be the most suitable form of protection. .

Trx HoNouraBrLE SiR MANECKJI DADABHOY: I am coming to
that, Bir. They also distinctly recommended that in case of all infant indue-
tries, bounties would be a more suitable form of protection. The Fiscal Com-
mission did not lay any ban on tariff duties. As a Member of the Commission,
I assure my Honourable Colleagues that we did not come to the conclusion
that under no circumstances were protective duties in the shape of tariffs

" not to be imposed. It was a question of relative importance, and the recom-
mendation only went so far as to show the advisability or preference of one
form over the other.

Now, 8ir, in matters of this importance, it would be dangerous, I submit,
to tie ourselves down to the particular shibboleths whether a bounty or & pro-
tective tariff would be good. All tariffs and all forms of taxation are obnoxious.
Theze is nothing t0 choose between them. 1f you go in for tarifls, you impose
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tndirect dutics and make particular-consumers of that article pay for the excess

price. If you give relief by way of bounties, you make the whole community, the:
general body of tax-payers, as represented by the Government, pay the amount..
But bount es or tariff duties, both have their advantages and disadvantages,.
and in considering a.scheme one has not only to look at the abstract principles
propounded by tariff writers only, but we have te consider our special position,.
we have t0 see to what situation the present conditions would adapt them--
selves and which would be relatively and effectively a.superior pzoposition..
Now, for bounties, take these few considerations.. My’ friend is a:warme
supporter of bounties. I do not Blame him for that. But-you have the dis-
tinct finding of the Tariff Board that Tatas, rightly or foolishly, have entered:
into long-term agreements at comparatively cheap rates with the Railway

Companies'and the Railway Board for the supply of rails to them. They also-
considered the fact that if you now decide to- give them puotection by tariff
duties, that protection will not wholly reach them, for the simple reason that.
they will not get the benefit of that, because these high tariff duties which.
you may put on the import of rails that may come out from England and foreiga
count ies will not.save the situation and put the Tata. Steel works on the pro--
per and safe foundation,.because that benefit. will not fully reach themin. the-
eircumstances. And the result of this will be that the general consumer will:
have to pay more for his goods, for his jommodity, while the manufacturer or
the producer jor whose benefit you are putting that duty, does not get any

substantial benefit out of it. It comes to that practically, and that view of
the Tariff Boa:d wae practically consistent, sound and sagacious. It is an
ordinary canon of taxation that it is useless to burden the commodity with.
an extra. charge or an extra duty if you are not going o benafit the preducer

or the manufacturer. 1t isfor this-reason.that.bounties.sre in.the present case:
a more appropriate and more suitable form of taxation than tariffi duties.

But, if the case only depended on that question, I might be perhaps prepared:
to concede in favour of the view pressed by my Henourable friend Mr.. Bell..
But you have other factors. to take inte consideration, other very impertant:
factors. You are all aware, this Council is aware, that this House is. com--
mitted to-a Railway programme to the extent of 150 crores in five years’ time;

-of which 30 crores are to be spent every year. I do not know whether this.

is the second or third year of that pregramme, but, whatever it may be, just
realise what it is-going to cost you, if you put tariff duties-instead of bounties.
You will have to get out from abroad a considerable amount of rails, fish-plates.
and other articles. which will be liable to very heavy duty in the shape of in--
creased tariffs and that is.a circumstance which alone ought te weigh with us.
in coming to a decision about this. matter. Apart from that, there is.anotber
more important objection. I hate to give in the shape of an exclusive relief
a bounty to 8 manufacturer without imposing other limitations and restric-
tions. If you only give a bounty to a manufacturer, there are two serious.
objeotionstoit. Ontheonehand,there will be no serious incentive to ecenomy,.
and on the other hand, there will be no check on- over-production.. Every

. one of you know that in mst of the countries where exclusive beunties. have:

been given, over-production has been the result and the markets have been
dum_ed with goods which were not actually required, the manufacturer for
the purpose only of earning the bounty has not infrequently dumped the market
with the goods.
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These, gentlemen, are serious objections to confining ourselves to a bounty
allowance. I recogrise, on the other hand, that i the case of tarils there
is an unfortunate temrptation on the part of Government tostick to these duties
even after the conmmmodities are restored to thefr normal value and the manu-
facturer s in a position to turn out the steel at a lesser and competitive cost.
The history of other countries has taught us toappreciate the fact that there is
- always a lethargy, always an indifferenos, on the part of the Government,
once tariff duties have been imtposed, to reduce or abolish those tariff
duties. ¥ ask my Homourable colleagues, what is the history of our
fiscal policy, what is the history of our tarifis during the Ilast
fifty years? Whathas happened mote particularly since the Year 1916,
when, under the necessities of the war pressure, in order to find expenditure,
all our revemtes were considerably increased ? That process of augmentation
went on steadily from the year 1916 to the year 1923, and with what results
you are fully aware, The whole of our tarif programme, the whole of our
duties with the exception of the free list, has been classificd under thres heads.
The first head was confined to 24 per cent., the second to over 10 per cent., and
the third limited to 30 per cent. The Government, before the Fiscal Commis-
sion undertook its task, before the Fiscal Commission came into existence and
made its recommendation and before the Tariff Board wrote tlieir Report, had
committed themselves unconsciously to a policy of protection by increased
duties required fot revenue purposes. This has been the later fiscal policy.
This Bill only goes a-step further in the matter of that poticy. After afl, so far
as the tariffs are concerned, it is only raised on iron and steel from 10 to
14 percent. Before 1916, the duty onironand steel was Re. 1. It was raised
to2}in 1916. In 1920 it was raised to 10 per cent. Itis now sought to be
raised, in respect of certain articles which are not made in the country, to 14
per cent, After all, is there any substantial increment in these tarifis 7 1
- submit there is not. For these reasons I accept this Bill which pholds 8
composite system of tarifis and bounties.

Then, in connection with the Bill, I would like to urge many other points
but, 8ir, I know there are other speakers to follow me and, as the question
is & very important one, I will be as brief as posstble with reference to the
_provisions of the Bill itself. I am very very pleased that the Preamble of the

ill has been amplified and improved by the Assembly.

1 myself was not satisfied with the manner in which the Presmble origi-
nally stood. There must be a distinct, unequivocal declaration on the part of
Government that they have decided to give proteetion to thesteel industry.... ..

Tre HoxourasLe tae PRESIDENT : I think it would curtail the pro-

ceedings if the Honourable Member would deal with the Bill as it has been
presented to this House. ‘

Tne Honourasre Str MANECKJI DADABHOY : Yes, Sir. I shall
 confine myself to the Bill that is now before the House. Iam glad that in the
Preamble there is a recognition of the policy of protection and that that re-
cognition is accompanied by an assurance that the protection will be given to
the steel industry until such time as it needs it. All our money would be

“of 60 per'cent. ‘ad valorem against all foreign goods .coming into
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wasted if alter three years this Bill ipso facto becamelobsoletef Money would
not then be forthcoming for further expansion. I am not opposed to foreign
capital. I am not opposed to new steel concerns being launched in Indis not
only with Indian capital but entirely with foreign capital. It will bring &
considerable amount of wealth and greatness to '9he country. No protective
policy is sound unless you have got competition behind the tariff wall itself, and
it is the duty of every Legislature which sanctions a policy of protection to
see that the biirden on the consumer does not press heavily and unduly. It i in
that view that I welcome the alterations in the Preamble itself. B

I am sorry, Sir, that an important clause of the Bill, pfovisiﬁns 88 to-
gords rupee capital, exclusion of foreign capital and other conditions haye
been inco~porated. This clause is entirely foreign to the Bill. I wish it had

formed the subject of separate legislation. The Indian Companies Act might

have been more suitably amended as to inqorporate this result. A separate
"Bill might have been introduced dealing \yxth foreign capital altogether and
carry' ng out the recommendations of the Fiscal Commission in that directiom.
But their inclusion in this Bill is somewhat inappropriate and in my own

personal view very unwise......... o

Tug HonourasLk Saivip RAZA ALI  (United Provinces East:
Muhammdan) : May I point out that the consideration of the Bill clause by
clause is not now before the House ? S
" Tug HoNourasre THE PRESIDENT: Order, order. Sir Maneckii
Dadabhoy. . I
Tug Hoxouvraste St»  MANECKJI DADABHOY: I sm only re-

ferring to the general principle of the Bill.  However, I:do not wish to sound

te of dissent on this occasion nor do- I propoge to move that thatpert of
:hlt:olgil(l) bel deleted. A sort of compromise has been arrived at/‘betw oen the'
Government and the Assembly and,as1 do not ses any insuperable’ objections
to it, I shall pot allow the Bill to be wrecked in this Council howsoevet greatly

1 may differ from the advisability or wisdom of incorporating these proposals

in the Bill. ‘ I s I h'all‘h‘

] nly to say that I support this motion. I shall have some-
things l;; ga?a;eaqlalt};’er stag}; of the Bill regarding other matters. 'But td-day
I willingly and heartily co-operate with the Government in this important
measure, because I seé inib theiﬁrst signs of the _grothh of industrial develop-
mentin this country. In this Bill Isee all the indications of the future growth
of the prosperity of our land; and T therefore ask my Honourable collpagues
1o detach their-minds from all _other considerations. Remember that- 10
European country has attained its greatness without the development of its

conl and steel industry. If you examine the financial history of all great

countries, including England, you will find that it is the iron and steel industry

: them grest. 1t is the development of stesl thet hds made
'«:ﬁ:g::inn;:ﬁnor: prgzperous. It is no use wrangling abotit the measure of

ic nd hérself, before she becatne s free tradgr,’:ﬁdogted & poliey
E;o ;ﬁ;&n@ﬁm@g to Professor Hamilton she Jevied an impors d‘%t

She had issued a legal prohibition agaist the importation of all competitiv
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cloth. Even lately, after the war, England followed a: policy of protection in the-
gense that she passed the Safeguarding of British Industries- Act. She passed

a Bill to support her dye works. Germany since 1879 went on the same-

lines—industrialising and protecting her industries—with the result that be-

fore the war she had the trade of the entire world in her grasp. Japan has.

followed suit and other countries have done the same. If you want your
country to be great, if you want your eountry te prosper and develop, protect
her industries, and yow will have done mouch mere for her than mere politics.
can aim to do.

~ (The Honourable Colonel Nawab 8ir Umar Hayat Khan then rose to-
speak). v R

Tup Honourasie THE PRESIDENT : Before I eall on the Henourable
Member I wish to know whether he wishes to speak for or against. the motion.
Under Rulo 29 he will not be in order in meving the motion of which he has
given notice that the Bill be circulated for opinion. Dees the Honourable

Member wish to spesk for or against the motion for the consideration of the
bill ?

- Tun HoNourapLe CoroNEn Nawas BiR UMAR HAYAT KHAN
(West Punjab : Muhammadan): I want to speak on the Bill generally as the.
others have done, .

Tue Honourasrk THE PRESIDENT: You are in possession of the.
House. .

Tue HonourasLt CoLoNEL Nawas 8i1r UMAR HAYAT KHAN: Sir
the case made out by the Honourable Mr. Bell is such that if Members hadr
not come here prejudiced, I am sure they would have threwn the Bill out.
at once. We have heard Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy who hes tried to answer
some of his points, but I think he has not been able to do s0. We all knew
that he would support the Bill because he has been a Member .of the Fiscal
Commission, and of course it was his duty to uphold thsir decision, especially as:
the Parsi firm is to get a lot of money if this Bill is passe. : ‘

Tue Honoysapte Sie MANECKJI DADABHOY: I object to this.
because I pointed out that I have no interest in the Tatas.

Tue HoNouraBLE THE PRESIDENT : The Honourable Member must:
not attribute motives to other Honourable Members,

Tue HoNourasLE CoLONEL Nawas 81r UMAR HAYAT KHAN: Ionly
‘say that it is simply human. All human beings have got their sympathies, I
do not say that the Honourable Member has got any share.  We have all

got our sympathies. Some have got theirs with the Zamindars and some with
others. It is only human nature.

Then, 8ir, in the very beginning I said how kind of you it was to give 4
more time in this House. But I find that instead of some people con%i:: 1;3
help me, even the one or two that I had have also left. (Laughter,) ©

Tur HoNouraBLE LatA SUKHBIR SINHA (United Provi

ern : Non-Muhammadan) : Why have they left ? nces North-

3
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Tue HoNouraBLE CoLoNEL Nawas Stk UMAR HAYAT KHAN: Isay

1 hope the Honourable Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy will not get up and say that

T am saying anything against him, but he has somehow disposed of one of my

friends who was sitting very near him. I know, Sir, that in this House

where the Government and the mill-owners are on the one side, it is simply
*crying in the wilderness. :

All the same as I represent a constituency which will be hard hit by this
Bill, it is my duty to fight even though single-handed, but I am very glad that
I will have some supporters also. This Bill is meant, as it is eaid, to protect
the national industry. In the very beginning it says :— ‘

*“ With due regard to the well-being of the community.” ‘

I do net know so much English as the English people here, but I think
“““ community ”* as & whole means all the population of India. (4 Voice:
“ Of course ”.) 1f that means all the population of India it is absolutely wrong
to say so in this Bill, because if anybody benefits by this Bill it is only & hand-
ful of millionaires ; while everybody else, every other human being in India,
will be the sufferers. The Congress had a war cry and said that * the English
“people are against us because they would not allow us to put on duty.” But
I think my Honourable {riend, Mr. Bell has explained as to what happened in the
other place, much better than I can and how sharply they were divided about it.
To say that there is & nation and a nationsl industry in India is absolutely
misleading because there has not been & nation, there is not one now and if it
has not been for hundreds and hundreds of years I do not think there is going
to be one, especially because there are so many divergent religions......

Tae Honourasrx teE PRESIDENT: The Honourable Member must
keep himself closer to steel. I e

Tue HoNotraBLe CoLoneL Nawap B UMAR HAYAT KHAN: All
. I want to say is that if there is no nation, then to say that we want to help
a national industry is misleading. India isa Continent and if you compare
Europe, thany provinces are just as big as European Countries and there too
their requirements are absolutely different. I have heard Dadabhai Naoroji (4n
Honourable Member : Mr, Dadabhai Naoraji) who once remarked that the Punjab
was taking away all the money which was allotted to the army and perhaps this
is one of the causes why the other provinces are running down the army, be-
cause the Punjab takes away most of the money. In the same way if our money
out of the Punjab goes into the coffers of a Parsi firm we are not very pleased.
Then again, in every other country the people have wished that the wealth
- of the country should be equally distributed. Of course, it cannot be practi-
cable, but they base it on that-principle. This principle the Bill is absolutely
_violating. (The Homourable Lala Ram Saran Das: * Do you endorse that
principle 7 ) Just kindly hear what I have to say. In this Bill the wealthy
are made wealthier, that is the millionaires become billionaires or trillionaires,
or whatever you may call them, and the poor will become poorer and more
and more paupers. (The Honourable Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy : *‘Question.”)
It comes to this that very nearly. 99 per cent. will have to be taxed for one per
cent. Then, 8ir, some people may say why have a narrow view and plead for
one province or one community, but have a broader outlook ? . I say, quj
all right.” Let us have & brr-der outlook. Let ue not think about India,
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" Yet us think of all the countries which are under the same Crown, We ¢an
produce very good foodstuffs. Let us produce that and as England can produce
very good articles of steel and the rest, let us co-operate and send our food there
and get the steel cheaper from there and so on and so forth. (The Honourable
Sir Maneckji Dadabkoy: “ And remain unprogressive.”) Why not this
way and even go & step further and say that all those who are created by the
‘same God Almighty—why should we not consider them as one nation, and

'in that way every country would have.a fair chance. If this is done, it would

‘practically be a free trade because there cannot be a combination to put up the
prices, and I think it will be quite in the interests of India if this is done.
Then, if this Bil is passed, how on earth are we going to stop the Japanese, the

glish, the Germans, or any one else coming here and getting the benefit ?

. Some one will like to say that some provision has been made by the other House,
that the capital should be Indian capital and also that a proportion of the
directors will be the Indians. It is absolutely impossible that such a thing

_could be done because a man may come here very easily and with his gold

_he can buy rupees and with his money he can buy men who will be the directors.

and then he will come and get the license or be allowed to have a company.
There is nothing to check this. Then again, if one examines the passage of the
_Bill in the other House, one does feel what they have done there. They have
saidsthat * India is our preserve and all the people our game. They must be
shot by us, and if the foreigners come, let them get a license.” (The Honourable
Dr. Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary : * Are the proceedings in the other House
permitted to be dilated on like this t ) They say, they should not be kil'ed
with the golden bullet of the foreigner but with the silver bullets of their own,
"But there is a Persian saying which means :

—

«It makes no difference if one dies on the throne or in the dust.”

. We are sorry that the Government have succumbed to the threats of the
Congress and as the Congress wg¢ attacking them for not adopting”their view
we have to attack Government for having adopted the Congress view. As I

 have already said, the Government have got a majority and when the other

~'wealthy people join them we have no chance whatever. Some of the Members

“in the other place raised their voice against this Bill and said that those who

himve got interest in a firm should not vote. ButIam sorry that some people

" who are highly placed and have an interest in Tata’s..... -

' Tge HonouraBLE THE PRESIDENT: It will be better if the Honour-
able Member will keep closer to the Bill before the House, Reflections on what
. has been done in another place are undesirable. :

Tae HoxourasLe Coroner Nawas S UMAR HAYAT KHAN: As
the matter is already known I will not dilate on this question any more. But
I will only say that if in this way the people in the Legislature can do what they

: tike, this is & sample of the Swaraj. If our future Swaraj is going to develop
like this, that any party can come end with their propagands do what they
like, we pray that God may not give us such a:Swaraj. (Laughter.) And
what is the Congress ¥ The Congress is a collection of monied people who have
got complete hold on the other House where they can do what they like, "’

wob
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Whenever we have been in difficulties, as is natural in every country,
we have gone to the Government for redress. Well, if the Government itaelt
is going o the other side, whom are we going to ask for redress ¥ There is
only one place left and that is God Almighty. (Laughter.) '

As the constituency I represent will be hardly hit by this Bill I want to
draw your attention to their present condition. In the first place their lands
have deteriorated and the Government revenye has been enhanced ; water
supply has been decreased while water rates have been increased. If on'the

top of this they bave to pay this indirect tax it will be the last straw on the
camel’s back. -

Then, §ir, in » province which is not so well developed in the way of
railways a8 the Punjab, and with new volonies people are building better houses,
they want trains, they want lines, they want all sorts of new stock, and if
immediately the prices get so high they Will be more hardly hit than the othe?

pﬁ_‘;iences which are more fortunately situated and have got all the necessaries
of life.

Then again we want that our foodstuff which we have to export should
go to the railway station, and unless more lines are made we cannot do that.
The dearer the materials will be the less will be the length of lines and the
number of wagons which we want. Ws all know how we now travel with
great difficulty. You see people absolutely packed like sardines. I would
like to say that when one class of poor has been always run down, things de
gometimes come to a crisis. 'There is & saying Which means

* When s man gets abeolutely extsperated he begin to retaliste.”
And there is also wnother eaying which means :

;ﬂf’t‘bﬁf‘ﬁ"ﬁwﬁw of escape, the only thing he does is bo plave hfshnd on the |

The House does know what happered to the people in Frarive when
trouble like this occurred to them, and very recently wmphappened ian;siod.
Some ‘of the poor people were sitting together and recounting their troubles and
grievances when one of them said, * Well, I think it is quite right that you

‘'should be run down like that because you make your bullock work hard

amd yourself take sll the rrofits of his labour and Providential justioe i
the money-lender takes the profite of your labous,” uatioo in thes

As to Tata, Sir, we are trying to protect him. (The Honowribls Ky
Maneokji Dudabhoy: “ We wre protesting the steel hgdustty, ot Tata.¥)
But the difficulty is, I am afraid, that when both labour and raw matirial ate
cheap in this country, if they cannot manage now, I do not think they Will
ever be able to make things cheap. I hope it will not be the vase of vné Who
eaid: “Taem going to sink but will drag mv friend also to-sink With me.”
(Laughter.): If we are going to pay money like this, and if the it is bioken, the
money will also be Jost with them. There is another sitde to the question also.
As our Honourable friend Mr. Bell has said, the Tats*Compasy have made
huge profits and paid big dividends. I hear that Re: T was sold for R, 4¥,
an;id eg}égy 8ot an enormous amount of money in divideds. I think all thia
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is a sort of camouflage. 1f we do not give them the protection they will go on
just as well without it as other firms are doing.

It has been suggested that the Government should buy that firm outright,
and then nobody would be able to attack it because all the money which would
be given to it would be for the public good and any profit made will also go to
the public.

As to the labourers, Sir, they are not protected in this Bill, Why have I
“got sympathy with the labourers 7 Because when in the Punjab there was no
Land Alienstion Act, the lands of the agriculturists were taken away by the
monied classes and they became labourers, and as they are kith and kin of . the
zamindars, one has sympathy with them. We are afraid, Sir, that the Act is
now being interpreted by that very class against which it was made, and I
venture to say that they will run it down so that wc will again become labourers
from zamindars. I therefore say that we ought to safeguard the interests of
labourers in the present Bill also.

Tue HoNouraBLE THE PRESIDENT: Is the Honourable Member
likely to bring his remarks to a close shortly or will he want a longer time ?

Tae HoNoURABLE CoLoNEL NAwas SiR UMAR HAYAT KHAN: Can
I not remain in possession of the House after Lunch, because, Sir, I have not
taken so much time as some other Members of the House have done.

TrE HoNoURABLE THE PRESIDENT : Certainly. The Council will now
stand adjourned till 2-45 e.n1

The Council then adjourned for Luneh till & Quarter to Three of the Clock.

s v ;v

The Council re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter to Three of the Clock
the Honourable the President in the Chair. ’

Trae HoNouraBLE CoLoNEL NawaBSIR UMAR HAYAT KHAN: Sir
my Honourable friend Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy supported the recommenda-
tions made by the Fiscal Commission. These are very good things in theory
but in practice | am afraid they are unworkable. If we want to buy a horse,
which 1s .spavined, no doubt the horse isthereasan animal, but itis of'
no use; similarly, if we want to buy a cow, which gives no milk, there is no
use of that cow at all. Similarly, if it was intended to give protection for
cloth or anything else it would have been quite all right. If the import duty
was reised on cloth, it would not have been so bad for the poor people, because
those who produce cotton can have the Charka according to the advice of
Mahatma Gandhi and make their own cloth ; but in the case of the iron and
steel industry the poor people cannot make it themselves. Of course, Govern-
nmept has  been kind enough to exempt powraks, mummalties, ete., but
unfortunately we do not get any benefit at all, because our own lodal
bllaoksmiths make these things and they will continue to make them in future
a So.
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I am sorry, Sir, that T will not be allowed to movee that the Biil should be
circulated, and so I will not move that. As the case is really very 'strong,
I think if you were to circulate the Bill, the whole country would very much
appreciate the action of Government. When the Fiscal Commission was
taking evidence, they went all round India and took the evidence mostly of
people who have industries of their own, but the Commission did not care to
examine the representatives of the 99 per cent. of the population, I mean the
agriculturists’ representatives. 1f they had gone and said to the people that
there was going to be a protection Bill like this, if they had even asked
the Members of this Council to consult the views of their various constituen-
cies on this matter, I am sure the Fiscal Commission would not have come to
the conclusion they have......

Tae Bovourasie S;k MANECKJI DADABHOY: We examined th
representatives of the agriculturists. ~

Tae HonouraBLE CorLoNEL Nawas SiR UMAR HAYAT KHAN: I do
not think you examined them sufficiently s you ought to have done. .If
you took the evidence of one hundred people of other classes, you took per-
haps one witness from the agriculturists so as to show that you had consulted
the agriculturists as well. I must point out to you, Sir, conditions in the
Punjab are absolutely different from those prevailing in other provinces. The
House is aware, that we inthe Punjab had large schemes, and though we
have been able to build canals for irrigation purposes, we have not been
able to make any progress worth the name in other directions. There are
a hundred other ways in which progress could:be made. For instance, there
are large plots of lands which are not irrigable, as they are very high, and
for these we will require lifts, pumps and many other things made of iron.
In other provinces, the case is quite different, because they have been making
progress all round for years, whereas the Punjab has been lagging behind
industrially. Anyhow, all I can say is that, if this Bill comesinto operation,
our province will be very bard “hit. I think Karachi is very much nearer
than Jamshedpur, and if we in the Punjab had not a port very much nearer
from which to buy, it would have been a different thing, but as it is so we
will have to buy from far off places and we will have to spend more on railway
freight. Sir, with these few general remarks on the Bill, I resume my seat,

-and I hope that when it is decided that I can bring forward the motion that

the Punjab should be exempted from the operation of this Bill, I will be allow-
ed to put forward my reasons,

Tae HonouraBre Mr. R. P. KARANDIKAR (Bombay : Non-Muham-
madan) : Sir, it is possible to agree with one or two statements made by the
Honourable Mr. Bellin that the full one hour he had in making out his opposi-
tion to this Bill was not sufficient to convince one of his opposition and that it
is not correct to say that the European Commercial interests are opposed to the

- principle of the Bill. I would brush aside the insinuation that the European

interests are opposed to this Bill as I would that regarding Members: who
happen to be either shareholders or otherwise connected with the Tata Steel
Co.-when they support this Bill. '
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Some comment is made as regards the work of the Tari
Honourable Mr. Bell said there was no member with pm?ifalBngﬁerg?
experience and the constitution of the Board was therefore defective.  Perhaps
that may be, but here at least in this House, when the proper decision 'is reach-
d, that of passing this Bill, the House will have done so after hearing most
of what & Commercial Member, if on the Board, could have said in opposition
to the Bill and in favour of interests that appeared to the Honourable Mr. Bell
to have been neglected, as I find it is not possible that any one else could have
placed !shat case 80 forcibly before the Board. In spite of this defect I hope
tha't thls. House will thank the Board for all that they have done and for the
basis their Report supplies for the action of Government in bringing forward
this measure. The author of “ India in 1922-23 ” refers to the Tarfl question as
of 45 years old only. But having piled up three scores and seven years of age
myself I say that the principle involved in this Bill has been agitating the
public mind for the last 50 years. We have been looking forward to a protective
measure, There was a time when there was a dispute as to whether a certain
measure could be classed as free trade or protection. But the more we go into
that subject we are confirmed—I am confirmed— in the belief that whenever
& nation begins to develop its own resources and help its own industries, that
is pursuing the path of protection in spite of the declaration of its policy of
- free trade. I was persuaded at one time to look upon Great. Britain as ~a};ree
. trading nation and America and Germany as protectionists. The Honourable
| Mr. Chadwick remarked the other day in connection with our Resolution on
. 8111p}mt ths_tt the prod'uctmn of sulphuric acid was an index or barometer of
‘the industrial prosperity of a nation. Having had seme acquaintance with
~law, I can say that legislative enactments of a nation are the milestones on the
onward march of its activities, industrial or otherwise. When one therefore
observes t;l.la course legislation has taken in Great Britain, he finds that that has
. b'een a nation consistently pursuing a policy of protection in spite of its declara-
tion in favour of free trade. I am not going to take this House into a ve
ancient history of this matter, but I have found that the form protection toor{
. at imes bordered almost on absolute prohibition in the earliest days of the 14th
- century. You will find that by the Acts of 1337 it was made penal for an
. one either to bring into England or to use foreign cloth, as much as Mr-z
or as he is generally known,—Mahatma Gandhi recommends non-use of forej
.cloth. The Acts said “ Do not have foreign cloth at all.” That appeared%z
be a frenzy or a craze. Yes—but nations by themselves are made and it is thus
that nations advance sometimes their action takes the form of prohibition
Protection acts in other ways oftentimes. Calliug people from outside—
skilled labour from outside, and asking that skilled labour to ~emain in the
count:ry,and have appreqtices made, prepared, instructed, in one’s own country—
that is exactly what this Bill aims at by the introduction of one of the para-
 graphs of this Bill. Then again as for Capital—foreign-capital is invited with
the proviso that the benefits of it must not leave the country and not be mono-
. polised by itself. Whatever intellect and money the world can supply are placed
&t ita disposal, if invited, and it is there thab protection begins. The Board has
-1 think tl_xeref?re, done great service in the cause of the prosperity ofﬁIn'dia.’
In doing that it has taken note of the infirmities of a certain fguuiness caried
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on in Indla. The fact that that business appears to be in the hands of the.

‘Tata’s is to my mind merely an accident in a way. When you have to apply
-protection to a country you begin to find out where a struggling industry is,

and as soon as you begin to search for an industry of that kind, the pioneers-
of that industry are the first to be in an advantageous position. Thus it may"

‘be that Tata’s business is going to be supported. That will always be the case:

whenever you begin with the idea of protection. That the steel industry is in.
the hands of the Tata’s is, as I have already put it, & mere accident. One.
need not be terrified at the thought that it is & Parsi firm or that it is a
millionaire firm. Are we not prepared to apply the principle of protection to-
the present conditions of India And if wé have to do it at any time, I am.
afraid we are doing it very very late in the day. I have now reason to feel
that the ,Goverm'nent of India are really looking after the interests of the

“people as'a whole. It is really the Government of India as soon a3 it begins to-*
“apply the principle of protection. There may be some defects in the present.

measure. There can be no measure without any defects, It is attacked on:
some sides on the ground of no adequate provision in the matter of capital as

" also in that of labour. You must resort to capital, you must resort to labour,

elce there would be no industry ; you must resort to skilled labour, otherwise:
no industry can prosper. I should like to say that these are matters which
have to be considered later on. But it will never be right to say that po

" Ineasure that does not take full notice of the capital and labour questions should

be brought forward. Government are now possessed of the sentiments of the.

“people and no measure guch as has been brought forward should be brushed

aside because it is defective in this rBe:ﬁect or in that. Then it is urged, as has.
been done by the Honourable Mr. Bell, that the industry, so long as it stands.

" in the hands of the Tata’s, does not stand in need of proteetion.: In addition.

to the commercial experience, 1 find the Honourablé Mr. Bell ‘ha# gos remarkable
advocacy. He pounced upon the figures for 1914 onwards, the: yedrs of war,
but possibly he m'ght haye enlightened us as to what happened from 1907 to-

1914, As a matter of fact nothing absolutely was gained throughous these

years by the Company. I do not mean to say that during war years the Com-
pany did not gain much. But, Sir, because it was able along with other Com-
anies in the world, owing to war conditions, to collect money, that is no reason

- Why the industry itself should not be encouraged. Is there any insinuation

for the year 1922 figures ? 1 hope not. If there is no insinuation whatever
for 1922 1 think that that fact shows that the industry does stand in need of
help. As to whether the Tata’s would be able to cause this industry to flourish -
or not, that is no concern ab the present moment. Are we or are we not
prepared to foster industries as such ? It is from this point of view that I
‘urge, without wasting the time of the House during the first stage of this Bill,

" that Honoutable Members should support this measure and thank the Govern-
" ment for the manner in which they have brought it forward, and I:hope and

‘trust that Honourable Members will do so.

" s Hoxoussauz S ARTHUR FROOM: (Bombay Chamber of Com-

. merce) ¢, Sir, like the previous speaker, I should like to make a short refer-

ence to the wery ahle and inferesting speech made by iy, Horoutable ftiend,
Mr. Bell. ‘The pact of his speech to which I wish to draw the attention of the
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"Honourable Members of this Council is that he represents a very large and im-
‘portant portion of the European community in this country, and in represent-
ing them, he stated that his constituency was not against assisting this industry
which has fallen on bad times. In opposing the Bill, Mr. Bell did not wish
to oppose assistance to this industry. I am making a reference to this now,
‘Sir, because I thought that that part of my Honourable friend’s speech was
-gomewhat blurred by the remarks that fell from my friend, the Honourable
Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy. Mr. Bell’s point was that his constituency had no
objection to aiding this industry, but they did object to the method of aid as
proposed in the Bill.

1 too, Sir, represent a large European community in this country, and
.on their behalf, the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, I rise to dupport the
motion that this Bill be taken into consideration. But I wish to make it
.clear that, although the Bombay Chamber has decided to support this Bill
in view of the special circumstances under which Government have brought-
it forward, they do not commit themselves in any way, nor do they support
a general policy of protection or bounties to industrial concerns. I should
like also to make it clear, Sir, and here again I am speaking on behalf of the
Bombay Chamber of Commerce, that in supporting this Bill I am not actuated
by any consideration for the Iron and Steel Company as a dividend or a non-
.dividend earning concern. I am solely considering the large and important.
industry which that company has brought into being, an industry which
has been described by many as of national importance by reason of the large
.employment it gives to many thousand Indian workmen in this country, and
also of its rendering this country independent or partially independent of sup-
plies of steel from other countries, which independence might prove of no
-small value in the future were those supplies at any time cut off on occa-
-gions of international strife.

One of my objects, Sir, in joining in this debate is to remind the Honour-
able Members of this Council of the conditions laid down in the Fiscal Com-
‘mission Report, under which, only, protection can be claimed by any one
-particular industry and that claim recognised by the Tariff Board. The
‘Tariff Board has admitted the importance of these conditions by a recapitu-
lation of them in paragraph 17 of their first report. The condition to which
1 wish specially to invite the attention of Honourable Members is that the
industry must be one which will eventually be able to face world competition
without protection. That condition, Sir, I regard as one of the highest im-
.portance. Protection at the best can only be regarded as & measure of jin-
efficiency, and I contend that this is the case with the industry which we are
now called upon to support. I fully recognise, 8ir, that in its infancy
a new industry has many difficulties to contend with. Ameong its diffi-
culties may be injudicious and extravagant manag ment. By injudi-
cious I have in mind the wholesale dissipation of profits in larg: divi-
dends during a boom, without providing for a solid reserve fund against
bad times. And here, 8ir, might I suggest that, in view of the large profits
which the shareholders of the Iron and Steel Compsany have enjoyed in
the past without ary or with but little .consideration for a reserve fund, .it

STREL INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BiLL. 865

would be but seemly on the part of the management to come forward
now with & scheme that some of its share capital should be written down. By
extravagant, Sir, I mean going ahead too fast and incurring large capital
outlay without prudently educating labour step by step to the point of being’
able to make, a profitable use of that capital. I have no wish, Sir, to criti-
cise too severely the management of the Iron and Steel Company at Jamshed-
pur. As IThave said before, they may have had many difficulties to contend
with, and after all, they took their courage in both hands and started a new
industry for this country. I feel convinced, though, that, if the Company
had been content to progress more slowly step by step with the education of
its labour, it would not have found itself in the predicament in which it finds
itself to-dqy. This is where I state that protection represents a large mea-
sure of inefciency., I entirely agree with the Indian Fiscal Commission, of
which my Honourable friend, Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy was so distinguished a
Member, in its views that protection should only be temporary and that an
industry claiming assistance must in future be able to stand by itself without
any protection at all. Indiscriminate protection, in spite of what the pre-
vious speaker has said, to my mind has done little, if any, good to any country.
Tt only results in increased cost of living and is accompan ed in many instances
with disgruntled labour.

Sir, I should like just now to refer for a brief moment—I do not propose to
discuss it at any length—to the question of foreign capital which was raised
in another place. I understand that thé Honourable the Commerce Member
there promised that a Committee of the Legislature should be formed to in-
quire into the question of foreign capital, and I should like to ask the Honour-
able Sir Charles Innes that this Council should be represented on that Com-
mittee. (Hear, hear).

Sir, with the introduction of this Tariff Bill we are entering on a new
era in this country, an era which I look forward to with considerable
misgiving. 1 will not, however, dwell on the question of general protection,
which I trust will never be general in this country, but I would just like to
remind Honourable Members of the far-reaching effects of this Bill. Your
Railways will cost you more ; in sité of heavy rails receiving bounties instead
of protective duties, there ate a hundred and one items which the Railways
will find more expensive, workshop repairs, renewals, general up-keep, bridges,
new works, especially new works. Yes, your Railways will cost you more
and so freight and passenger rates will go up. Your buildings will cost
you more. Household and many everyday requirements willgo up in price.
In fact, there will be a marked increase in the cost of many necessities with
the result hat the cost of living in this country will advance—an increased
cost of living which will be felt by all, by the rich, those of moderate means
and also by the poor. .

The Fiscal Commission in its Report, Sir, lay down an injunction that
the Tariff Board should watch generally the effects of any tariff policy on the
cost of living in this country. And I earnestly commend this to the attention
of Government. I believe that the working of the Iron and Steel Company
is capable of much retrenchment. I do not hold with Government interfer-
ence in commercial undertakings, but I do think that this financial aid
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which is being afforded to the Tron and Steel Company should be closely
watched and should not be allowed to interfere with the closest supervision
by that Company on its economic workings. Sir, there is danger there. The
Company is free from opposition in this country and I repeat there is danger
there. And I recommend tlis aspect of protection both closely and earnestly
to the Government of India.

Sir, a8 I have said at the beginning of my remarks, the Bombay Chamber
of Commerce supports this Eill out of a desire to assist an industry which has
fallen upon bad times from whatever cause that wey be. But in supporting
this Bill I do not commit the Bombay Chamkber to a policy of protection.
With natural resources and supplies at its very doors, the Tata Irch and Steel
Company should .be a.ble to set 1ts house in order in a very few years and I have
every hope that it will. If it does not, then, Sir, 1 considert{:at it would be
unworthy of any continued consideration. The Company should train its
labour to compete with other labour in the world. The mills in India have
gone far in this respect, and why should not the Iron and Steel Company do
likewise ¥ Above all, they must treat their labour well and teach them to take
an interest in their work. : ' b

Sir, one word more and I have done. Honourable Members are aware
that for the first time in the political history of Great Britain we have a Labour
Government in power, a Labour Government which has been acclaimed by
many in this country. What has been one of the first actions on the part of
that Labour Government ¢ It has been to remove certain protective duties
imposed by its predecessor. That, Sir, is what the Labour Government in
England thinks of protection.

Tae HoNouraBLE Mr. G. A. NATESAN : (Madras: Nominated Non<
Official) : 8ir, I should like to say at once that I give my most cordial support
to the introduction of this Bill. I would further add that I am really very
happy to see that the Government of India have brought this Bill in this form.
1t marks, if I may say 80, and with all apologies to the Honourable Mr. Bell
and the last speaker, a distinet landmask in the history of British rule in this
country. It is a distinct reversal of the fiscal policy which the British Gov-
ernment in this country have been following for years. I am one of those
who believe that nothing is gained by raking up old sores, But I would
like to remind the House that for over a century patriots of the type of Mr,
Dadabhoy Naoroji and Mr. Gokhale have been from time to time stating that
the industrial development of India has been a great deal arrested by the
somewhat doubtful economic and fiscal policy which Government in this

country have been pursuing. 1f I am not mistaken, it was over 40 years ago

that s great and honoured servant of the Government, a distinguished Judge of
the Bombay High Court, an Indian honoured by officials and 4non-oﬁ"ngcial'b
'a:hke,. Mahadev Govind Ranade, in the cotirse of a public lecture on some
" Indian aspects of political economy,” deplored that the free trade policy
of Great Britain was being applied somewhat unjustly, if I may 88y 40, in Indid,
with the result that Indian industries were, some of them handicapped snd
others were really killed. Iam glad that to-day I am in a position to congratu-
late the Government of India on taking up & bold and courageous step in this

and 8o
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direction, and if for nothing else, I give my cordial support to this Bill. Tam
also glad that the convention which Wes sought to be established by the
Montagu-Chelmsford report that, whenever the Legislature- and the Govern-
ment of India Were at one, particularly in fiscal matters, their wishes should be
Tespected, is in & way being put in a legal fom, Iam glad also that the
Government of India and I belonging to & party of what is unfortunately
called Moderates and Liberals are now in a position to say that they were -
right and their opponents wrong.. ... ’ '

Tee HowourasLe Mr. LALUBHAI SAMALDAS: (Bowbay: Non-
Muhammadan): Why unfortunate ‘ _ S

. Tws MoNoURARLE Mz, G. A, NATESAN: My Honoureble friend Mr.
Lalybhai knows why. But I em not ashamed of it. Let me state that I am
glad that for the first time even those who thought that the Montagu-Chelros-
ford Act was inadequate and should be thrown out, have now realised that by &
spitit of friendly co-operation and concilistion and thoughtful and free adjust-
ment of one’s views in a spirit of practical politics, & measure of this description
could te worked out with sucoess with the aid of Government axd all thuse who
represent the people at large. 'That is & second resscn why I rejoice that this
Bill has successfully emerget! from the Legislative Assembly and has now been
brought forward hers. It gives hope to all those who are in'despair that there
is ;%ﬁghter day for us politicelly and economically. I am alwo glad that
this firet preat attempt 8% protection is in regard to an industry started by »
Erest end distinguished citizen of Yudia, the kite Mr, Jamshedji Teta. While
all others were working in the political fiel, perbars with intaugible results,
that great captein of indbstry, who was & iatdgma'pctnd&,‘mmed '
more then others—perhaps he wan the solitary mon who vecopnied the truth
which has heen recognined in all other countriesy—thet th? rea) andtrbie wnd ayts
ing development of & country lay in developing ifs ecohomic sesources snd 1. =
with pride that this first effort in this direction is with regard to-a pioheer
industry, the ircn und steel industry. We must also remember—and ¥
particularly invite the attention of my Honourable friend Mr. Bell and the last
speaker, who, it struck me, gave a half-hearted sugporb to this Bill..... . (The
Honourable Sir Arihur Froom ; * Hear, hear,”) Tum glad thatthe Honourable
Member recognises that. (The Honowrable .S'y‘r dethur chim':‘ ‘It wai the
whole tenor of my speech.) L -

Tex Honovrapie M. G. A, NATESAN: Iamghd thut the provisions
of the Bill, as it has emerged from the Legishative Assembly, are in acoord
with the conditions leid down by the Fiscal Commission. They@ze also in accord
with the Resolution of the Legislutive Assembly which was passed in 1928-ahdt
riore than anything else they are on the lines of the recommendations of the

Parilf Board, I think it is but doing them bure justice to state that the
*Taxiff Board have gone about this Yrestion so thoroughly, so-disihterestedly

 impartially, and I am not sure it would bave been so if the cotpesition
of the Cominitbes had been different as indicated in verfain qusirters and that
the Governmisht ‘of Indja would have found no dificulty i Heospting its
vecommenduiata nd mming  logiaaive maseuzo basedslrgos sty o
those recommedations, 1t is no doubt trus that most'sf 'ua who stt;&iéﬂ
“ Mﬁzcs ' EEOR A ST . R PR AT 'v D A
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history and folitical economy in our colleges have had lessons from our pro-
fessors of history—and there is one here who, I am sure, will give us his views—
and have been led to believe that free trade is the best policy. It is also true
rot only in my own case but in the case of most of my countrymen that our
head is for free trade but really our heart is for protection. It might very
naturally be asked, “ If there is a conflict between the two, what will you do ¢ ”
One’s prudcntia-l action would be to be cautious, to be wise and to be discrimi-
nating, and I am thercfore glad that in this matter of giving protection, the

Government of India have laid stress, and the Assembly has agreed to the

dictum lsid down by the Government of India, that the protection should be of
a discriminating character. There have been gome critics about the Tatas.
I do not pretend to know the working of that great company. I have read
criticisms here and there, and to-day I have heard certain criticisms. But
let me state one thing. Granting that some of them are true, we have a
guarantee that after three years there will be a fresh inquiry. Though my
Honourable friend Mr. Froom said that their management, their method of
expenditure and some other things ought to be looked into very carefully,
I wish only to say that we should thank Government and the Assembly for
baving produced a measure which says that this protection will continue for
three years only, and that after that time, they will have to make out a case for
its continuarce. This is one of the best clauses of the Bill and I am particularly
glad of it, and it will be welcomed by those who complain that their treatment
¢ f labour has not been good. Now, from the fact that if they have to receive
further protection they will have to come up before the Government and the
" fact that the Government’s action will be directed by the policy of the Legisla-
tive Assembly and there are members in the other place and, as I see from an
amendment tabled by my Honourable friend Dr. Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary
that there are champions of labour here also—all this will make the company
take very good care that the complaints and criticisms hitherto launched are
hereafter reduced to nothing or at least minimised as much as possible. I
cannot close what I consider my general observations without deploring and
contrasting the attitude of the European commercial community, at any rate
so far as this Bill has been received, with the courageous and bold and states-
m-nlike policy adopted by the Government of India. My Honourable friend
Mr. Bell, it occurred to me, was somewhat inconsistent in the method and
manner in which he advanced his reasons for his opposition to the Bill. At
one stage it looked as if he was thoroughly opposed to giving any support or
help to the Tatas—his language at least was not clear, and that is why the
Honourable Mr. Froom thought it best to come to his rescue and gave a para-
phrase of his speech. Though my Honourable {riend Mr. Eell started by
opposing the Bill, he ended however by saying that it was not his intention to see
that this company should always be in bad waters and that support should be
given, and therefore he was for giving bounties. If the case is made out that
she iron and steel industry does require help, then the only question we have to
consider is, whether it should be by protective tariffs or by bounties. I must ask
my Honourable friend Mr. Bell, my Honourable friend Sir Arthur Froom and
others who have taken a different line from what I thought they would, to
consider that in this matter the Govermmment of India have had the assistance
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of & Tariff Board, well constituted, which went ahout the country, and Ihave
here to draw the attention of Honourable Members to the fact that
when the Tariff Board first visited Calcutta the European merchants seemed
to have fought shy of them, and it was only on the second occasion that they
went there that they scemed to have appeared before them or given their
statement itself late. Well, that is by the way. I must emphasise the fact
that the Tariff Board have gone into the question thoroughly, the Government
of India, the Memter in charge of Commerce and others, and I believe, the
whole Government, have gone into this question thoroughly and then arrived
at this ccnclusion that instead of bounties, protective tariffs were the better
courge. Let usnot forget the fact—1 refer to those who talk glibly must also
remember—that the Tarifi Board and the Government of India have also
had the esgimable assistance of an expert to give them advice on the subject.
If I am not mistaken, the Tariff Board have given special praise to that officer
for the thoroughness with which ke helped them, and that is a fact which
critics will do well to remember. My Honourable friend Mr. Bell began by
saying that this is a revising Chamker and that we have to be very careful.

The Honourable Mr. Bell is a thorough and careful student of commercial
literature, but if he pays a little consideration to the literature regarding the
formation of this second Chamber he will learn very readily and very quickly
that the constitution of this second Chamber is due to the fact that it was ap-
prehended—whether it was rightly or wrongly I am not going into the question—
that the Legislative Assembly, composed as it is of a large non-official majority,
might carry measures which in the interests of the State Government might
consider should not be passed, or at any rate, befors taking upon themselves
the responsibility of vetoing, should be referred to another Chamber. But in
this matter those who talk about the functions of the second Chamber ought

_ ot to forget the very elementary fact that this legislation has been brought

forward by Government, and the measure as it is presented to-day is-a measure
introduced by Government and brought forward with the sanction of the
Legislative Assembly. Surely, those that talk of the function of this Chamber
as & revising Chamber ought to bear this very elementary fact in mind. Then,
my Honourable friend Mr. Bell said that he opposed it in the interests of the
poorer classes. Iam so glad that he has a feeling of sympathy for the pourer
classes. Born in this country, bred up in this country, having lived amongst
the people, and hoping to live for some time more with them and labour for
them, I and most of my countrymen think that this is & measure which will
undoubtedly benefit the poorer classes in the end. For the last hundred
years we have been complaining that Government have been pursuing a wrong
policy, but to-day I am in the happy position of congratulating them on having
brought this measure. Possibly for a few years there may be a little strain
ipon the poorer classes, but I believe, and most of my countrymen believe, and
the Government of India have come to that conclusion, that this is & measure
which, though perhaps for a few years it might inflict & slight hardship on the
poorer classes, in the end it will be & measure which will be regarded by them
as & boon, that it will revive a great and basic industry, and more than any-
thing else, will make the people of this country realise that those who labour
and pioneer in the field of industrial enterprise will always have the help 4f
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Covertiment and the Legislature and by their enterprise they will be able to

 advance the economic interosts of this country, for it must ke remembered—
T am trying again to catch the words of Mahadev Govind Ranade—the
economic serfdom of a country inflicts injuries more insidiously than even
political serfdom. In this country we are looking forward to the day when we
shall have responsible government and the British Government, actuated by
a wise policy, have commenced a messure which I trust will soon pave the way
for full responsible government. I am most happy to think that at a time
when some Indians have grown desperate and others have been somewhat
gore, a measure of this description has been, if I may say so, pioneered by the
Qovernment, and if for nothing else I should most gladly welcome this and
1 should be sorry that there should be any unkind criticism cither ofithe motives
of Government or of those who have supported this Bill. '

Tae HoNouraBrE SiR ARTHUR FROOM: May I rise to & point of
explanation ¥ In making my remarks I wished to make it clear that the
European commercial community which I represent are at one in supporting
this industry which has fallen on bad times. Perhaps because of my disability
as a speaker, my Honourable friend Mr. Natesan did not follow that part of
ny speech, or perhaps he did not appreciate it in the way he should kave
done.

(Several Honourable Members rose to sj.cak.)

Tee HonoURABLE THE PRESIDENT: In order to control the order of |
the debate I should like to know whether there is any Honourable Member who
wishes to speak against the motion ? (Noonerose,) Then I would ask such
Honourable Members as still wish to address the House to bear in mind that
they are speaking to a motion against which no one else wishes to speak.

Toe HonourasLE Dr. SiR DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY (West
Bengal : Non-Muhammadan) :  8ir, as I shall have en oppertunity ofgpeaking
" with regard to some of the features of the Bill in connection with my
amendments g0 far as they will be allowed, I do not propose to take up the time
* of the Council at length in giving the principles of the Bill my, support and
1 believe the support of non-official Indian Bengal. Wkhile agreeing with
much that the Honourable Mr. Bell has said, I have absolutely to differ from
him 80 far as his objection to the Bill as a whole is concerned. 8ir, we have
been long waiting for a Bill of this description and it certainly redounds to the
credit of the Government of India that, in spite of what the Honourable Sir
Arthur Froom has reminded us about, namely, the influence of the Labour
Government in England, the Government of India have not hesitated to bring
forward a Bill of this description and are determined to see it passed. I myself
sm not much exercised about what some Labour Members—or those that
want to prejudice them against us—may be doing. Such Labour Members
do not seem to be having their own way with regard to this particular measure.
Yestotday I saw a telogram dated the 5th June, London, describing how there

was an attempt to bring out a sort of confession that unemploymentin Great
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Britain was not being looked after as well as it ought to have been, because, -
according to the Tariff Board estimate, there was likely to be a great fall off in
the matter of export of mild steel. h
Mr. Shaw, however, very adroitly put off the questioner and he said he
doubted whether the estimate of the Tariff Board with regard to that was s
safe basis on which to estimate the unemployment of Great Britain. Thatisa
significant answer, but we have to be careful. If the Legislature and the
Government of India here are of one and the same mind, I do not anticipate
trouble regarding this piece of legislation as far as the Labour Government
is concerned. » o '

Sir, the words of the Preamble, as well as the dictum of the Fiscal Com-
mission and the Tariff Board, have made it perfectly clear that while protection
is wanted itymust be discriminating as much as possible. This is not the time
nor the place—nor is there any need now—to discuss the merits of free trade
and protection. We have long left that stage behind and we are pledged to
discriminating protection, and the only question noiw is how far the measure
can be improved. T do not agree with those who look upon any sttempt at
amending & measure like this as either disloyalty to Government or to the
country, or as unpatriotism. Those who have compared the Bill as it emenated
from the Legislative Department, as it was afterwards amended by the Belect
Committee, and as it finally emerged from the Assembly, will have seen how by
thoughtful co-operation and the sinking of private and petty differences, it is

ssible to improve & measure like the one we are now considering. - It is
hope that in the light of the amendments that will be put before the House
in due course, and unmindful of what happens later on, this House will have
thecourege to improvethe Bill as far as it is possibleto dogoy s (.. .

1 shall not take up the time of the.Honse by mmmmwm '
content myself ith giving general support to the principles of the Bill, subjtet
to such amendments 8s may be made later on. ' S e g D

Tug HoNouraBLE THE REv. Dr. E. M. MACPHAIL (Madrds :* NomMaf-
ed Non-officiel) : 8ir, the Honourable Mr. Natesan has referred to ‘this Bifl
as marking an era. I think we must agree that it certainly is & very remark-
able Bill fiom three points of view. First of all, 8ir, it seems to me that it is
& hoteworthy Bill because it marks the fact that the Legislature of this country
is definitely repudiating ideas that heve been put forward thet India*should
return to the self-sufficing village economical system. It hem definitely now
taken the side of modern industrial methods and all those things that are asso- .
ciated with the term industrial revolution. There are fow people in India who
are 50 conservative as an old compatriot of mine who was-so opposed to the
making of roads, that after 8 road was made in his country he systemstically
avoided walking on it, but always walked on the hill side either six feet pbov
#t'six foot below it. Secondly, this Bill shows the desire prevailing i India
‘that Government should encourage industries. *Sir, I thinl Governueit might -
Yra've dona more in this direction in the past, though it is doing much-&t- prewent.

' mrmpomt is that it marks the method by which i ‘4 @ Go.
ertment ‘should encoursge industries, namely, that it should.be ddne by way
of protection; ;Jsthink, Siz, thet it ia good to notice, as sewsshf Memabers have'
| R ‘ o - ik
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already pointed out, that we already have protection in India to a very great
extent. However free trade we may be theoretically, we have been more or
Jess for the last thirty years protectionists, for this reason that no real free
trader will admit that duty is assessed purely for revenuc purposes unless you
put countervailing oxcise duties upon commodities manufactured in the country.

A great many Members maintain that besides being in favour of the Bill
we must bow down and worship the great goddess Protection, in the same
way a8 our ancestors worshipped free trade, and we are asked to sing hymns
in her praise as if protection was a panacea for all evils. Partly because of
what I have seen in the course of my life I have a groat dread of protection
and for various reasons. Tirst of all I di-like the idea of 2n omnipoteat govorn:
ment. We have heard a great deal of the omnipotent State durin? recent
years, and we know that sometimes it is necessary that a State should be omni-
potent &8s in the case of war. But I am old-fashioned enough to love personal
liberty, and I dislike the additional power that protective measures give to the
bureaucracy or to use a simpler word, to officials. It is impossible for us to
have protection without increasing the power of the bureaucracy to a very
great extent indeed. Then even if we grant that a State must be omnipotent,
I do not grant that it is omniscient. I still believe that people engaged in
business are men who understand business best. Government have not got
the knowledge thet men in business have. Although I do not believe in
business men altogether, for I am not surc that our business government at
home was altogether a success, still I think that in dealing with :ndustry and
trade business men are probably the best judges of what is best for business.
Consequently I wish to sce little Government interfcrence with trade.

Another point that has been referrod to by the Honourable Sir Arthur
Froom is that there is very great danger for us in the introduction of protec-
tion. You produce monopolies. That is a very reel danger indeed, but it
is not only protection that produces that. You have free trade monopolies,
you have oil and shipping combines and all sorts of combines ; but there is o
special danger in protection that trusts or combines or cartels or by whatever
name you call them may grow up behind the tariff wall. One of the greatest
dangers that faces us in future is this control over the markets of the world
that is being obtained by the groat trusts and one of the things that Govern-
ment should have power over is this. It seems to me that if secialism and

nationalisation come about it will be because of the necessity of protecting the
consumer from the producer.

. My final objection to protection is the fact that it introduces lobbying
in politics. It means that great industries will not only be great industrially
but will try to influence political parties. We know in the history of India
the influence exercised by the Manchester cotton party on the policy of Par-
liament, and we have had suggestions thrown out that there has been a good
deal of lobbying going on in connection with the steel industry, and I do not

Evish that in future the industrial interests in India shall exert pelitical ins
uence,
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In spite of all these objections I am going to vote for this Bilf. And the
reason I do so is because I believe in looking at these questions separately
and individually. In other words, I am in favour of discriminating protection
where necessary and discriminating free trade where necessary. I do mot
believe in writing myself down as a blind follower either of your extreme
protectionists or of your extreme free traders. It is extraordinary, Sir, now
when peoples’ pockets begin to be touched, free trade begins to be attractive
and how protection becomes unattractive. I confess, that when I was sitting
up in the gallery in the Assembly and reading the several amendments pro-
posed by several Members, one proposing that this should be exempted,
another proposing that that should be exempted, one proposing that Bombay
should have, special privileges -and another proposing that Calcutta should
have special privileges, a third Member proposing that Burma should have
some other privilege and the agriculturists of the Punjab another, I could
pot help thinking of the man who was willing to sacrifice all his relatives on
the altar of his country and who said inthe words of asong at one time
popular—-

“ Send out my father, send out my mother,
Send out my sister, send out my brother,
But for goodness’ sake don’t send me.”

Similarly, when some of our enthusiasts for protection found that their pockets
were being touched, they had to warn us against putting up the tariff duties
in certain directions. That has to be noticed. When people begin to find
that they are being affected, they become less enthusiastic for protection as
a principle of universal application. They recall to me the words a famous
writer put into the mouth of an American girl “ Mamma always feels so deinocra«
tic to the people above her.”

Now, Sir, I am perhaps talking frivolously, but I feel very strongly that
this is a case in which one has got to look at the facts. And what I -like about
this luminous document is—and I am thankful it is & very luminous docu-
ment—the Tariff Board’s Report is that I think it faces facts. It has told
us that our steel will cost us more. Now, Sir, in the interests of protection
and in the interests of free trade, it is desirable that people should face facts.
There has been an enormous amount of loose talk going on for the past few
years, and everybody has been hypnotising himself over the word “ protection ”
and believing that with protection there would necessarily be a great industrial
development of India at once. Now, Sir, this book produces facts, and it
points out clearly that in each case the steel will cost us more, but it hopes
‘that in course of time it will be possible to take off these duties. I trust that
this pious hope may be realised and that in course of time it will be possible to
take off these duties. I know that such pious hopes are often not realised,
but still what one does hope is that this infant industry will in course of time
be able to walk alone. The mischief with these infant industries is that they
take so long a time to grow up and by the time they grow up other infant
industries begin to clamour for protection also. Still, it seems to me that in
the present case, where the people of India or at all events the representa-
tives of the middle classes in India have made up their minds that they want
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protection for the steel industry, it ought to be granted. I am not at all sure
what would be the result if every village in India were placarded in the ver-
nacular “* Your steel will cost you more.” I am not sure if the mass of the
people with this knowledge would vote themselves if a general election were
held on this issue in favour of protection. But at the present time there can
be no doubt whatever that the great mass of educated Indians, the leaders
of Indian public opinion, are in favour of protection. And I say if you wish
protection with your eyes open as to whet the results will be, by all means have
it and see ultimately what the result will be. Lastly, there 18 the argument
that it is of the very greatest importance to India that this nascent industry
should not be allowed to die. ? need not say what the result‘would bein
& country like India if this industry were allowed to fail. We all know what
happened in Madras when a great banking firm failed. It shattered confi-
dence and it gave a great set-back to the whole idea of banking for many &
long day. I feel, Sir, that what has been raid in the Tariff Report is absolutely
true. If you do not come to the assistance of this firm somehow or other,
it will shatter the confidence that is beginning to grow amongst the people
of India who hitherto have been so unwilling to put their eapital into produc-
tive schemes and the result of it would be disa<trous for India. .Fhe only

thing that I will say to my protectionist friends is, do not believe that either

free trade or protection necessarily can bring prosperity to a country.  That
depends a'together upon how the natural resources of the country are develop-
ed, upon the way in which labour is trained and educated and upon the way
in which the whole business is conducted. If these conditions are properly
attended to, I have no doubt whatever myself that India will become & great
industrial country. '

Taz Honovranre 8ir CHARLES INNES (Commerce Member) :  Sir, the
tlebate has covered such a wide range that I hope the Council will forgive me
if I do not attempt to reply to all the points raised and if I confine myself to
& few material points, First, Sir, if I may do so without offence, I should like
o congratulate the Council on the high level at which this debr.te has been main«
ained, axv, iu particular, Ishould like to congratulste the last speaker,—I believe
it:-was his nmaiden speech-—and I am sure we all agree that it was a most exeellent
speech. (Hear, hear). My little Bill, Sir, has, I am afraid, had & somewhat
mixéd reception. I think I had detected among the various Members who
have spoken three classes. There i first the ardent protectionist. If I were
an-ardent protectionist. (4 Vosce : “ Question ”) and if, as I hope will be the
case, this Bill is passed to-day in this Council, I should be temgted to apply
to myself words taken from Keats’ sonnet when he first read Chapman’s
Homer. The Council will remember that he compared himself to stout Cortes
staring at the Pacific with eagle eyes while his men looked at each other with
.a-wild surmise. I think, Sir, it would be a very appropriate simile. Here to-day

' %ﬁfonmuable friend Mr. Bell and my Honourable friend Sir Umar Hayat
' have been looking at one another with a wild ise. But, Sir, I do
2ot slsim to be an ardent protectionist. I do not set up to be stout Cortes

starinigat the Pacific with eagle eyes. “Qur policy is the policy of the majarify
zeport of the Fiscal Commission, not of the minority report. We have:no¥

set before ourselves a policy of intense industrialisation. We have not set
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before ourselves a policy of indiscriminate protection. Our policy is a policy

of discriminating protection. Every .industry that claims protection must

prove its claim. It must prove its claim before an impartial tribunal, and .
that tribunal is charged with the duty of advising the Government whether :
the balance of advantage lies in admitting the claim, or whether in the
interests of the consumer that claim should be rejected. And we claim that

it is in pursuance of that policy that we have placed this Bill before the
Legislature. It does not commit either the Legislature or the Government:
to a policy of perpetual protection. It is a pure business proposition. After.
inquiry we have decided on the advice of the Tariff Board that this industry.
requires protection. It requires protection for two reasons. In the first’
place, as my Honourable friend Dr. Macphail pointed out, it is very necessary.
that we shauld preserve the existing industry. In the second place, there is.
the desirability in the interests of the consumer of so ordering our protection,
that we should attract fresh capital into the industry. :

Then, Sir, there is another class—there is the ardent free trader. ' I may
say atonce that I welcome the presence of the ardent free trader in this House
as well as in the other House. Asmy Honourable friend Dr. Macphail pointed
out, it is one of the advantages of this Bill that almost for the first time we
have brought the free trader out into the open in India. For years educated
India has been clamouring for protection. I go further and say that as long
a8 the question of protection continued to be discussed in vacuo educated India
would have continued to clamour for it. But now that that is a concrete
proposal before the Legislature, some people find it to their surprise that the
measure for which they have been clamouring for for all these years instead
of being a boon to them is actually going to injure them. They feel that an
injustice is being done to them. Some have attempted to hlame the Govern-
ment. But, Sir, I should like to examine very briefly the points which have
been made by my Honourable friend Sir Umar Hayat Khan against this Bill,
I must admit, Sir, that I was not able fully to follow the sequence of his speech—
but as far as I could understand him, he was afraid that the Bill would throw
& heavy burden upon the agriculturists and upon the poor in general. Well,
Sir, that is a point which was inquired into with special care by the Tariff Board.
I do not know whether the Honourable Colonel has read the evidence printed
in the appendices to the Tariff Board’s Report. If he bas, he will find that the
Tariff Board made a special request to all Local Governments that they should
get their Directors of Industries to supply them with a note, particularly on the
question how far the policy of protection proposed for the steel industry would
affect the consumption of steel in the small towns and in agricultural villages,
Then the Honourable gentleman will find that as the result of the reports
received the Tariff Board came to the deliberate conclusion that the direct
effect on the agriculturist will be almost negligible. They say :— -

“ An increase in the duty on steel bars would tend to raise the cost of such steel
as the agrioulturist oridnarily uses, but that quantity is very small. If all the steel bars
imported into or produced in India were used for no ‘other purpose than to provide the
agriculturist with steel, the increase in the duty to 30 per cent. would mean an annus!
burden of 43 lakhs spread over a population of 300 millions.” Wo agree with the Director
of Industries, Bihar and Oriss *, that the direct effect of the protection of stee] on agricul
ture is negligible.” ‘ B T ot
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We khow, Bir, that the Honourable Colonel, besides being a stout agricul-
turist, is also & stout soldier, and let me appeal, Sir, from Colonel Sir Umar
Hayat Khan, the agriculturist, to Colonel Sir Umar Hayat iChan, the soldier ;
Jet me ask him whether during the Great War it would not have been an
enormous service to India, to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, to the
railways, and to the principal industries, if we had had this iron and steel
industry flourishing in India. As it was, during the war the Tata Iron and
Steel Company supplied the Government with 295,000 tors of stesl. Let us
assume that, before the war, it had attained its maximum production of 400,000
tons of steel per year. Inthat case it could have supplicd the Government,
the railways and the industries in India, not with 295,000 tons of steel but with
2 million tons of steel ; and I think the Honourable Member, if he ¥ill balance,
on the one hand, this great advantage which, if it had really matured, this
iron and steel industry would have afforded to India against the comparatively
small burden on the agriculturist, if he will do that, I do not think that he will
have any doubt where the balance of advantage lies.

Finally, 8ir, I come to the third class of my critics. They, Sir, are: an intef- "
mediate class ; I might perhaps describe them, in the Honourable Dr. Macphail’s.

terms, as discriminating free traders. I think I may sum up the attitude of my
Honourable friend, who represents the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, by
saying that he dismissed the Government with the warning that they must not
do it again. . But, Sir, I hope that I have already reassured him. He told us
that the Bombay Chamber of Commerce did not support any general policy
of proteciion, and they do not favour any indiscriminate protection. That,
Sir, is exactly the policy of Government. As I have already explained, our
policy is a policy of discriminating protection. While I am dealing with the
Honourable Member, may T just refer to his question about the Foreign Capital
Committee. It was always my intention, and I stated explicitly in the other
House, that that Committee should be a Committee of tha Indian Legislature,
and I can assure this Council that this Council will be represented on it. In
 this class also, Sir, falls I think the Honourable Mr. Bell, though his position
requires rather more explanation. He had, Sir, during Lisspeech, if I may say
80, my entire sympathy. I cansee, Sir, that he was in a difficult posttion.
Reading between the lines of the Honourable Member’s speech, I think, Sir, he
appeared to be a hard-shelled free-trader ; but, 8ir, he was a hard-shelled free-
trader bound down by instructions which were not altogether to his liking.
His lg:eoh, 8ir, was an indictment of the Tata Iron and Steel Company. He
said that the Bill was a Bill for the protection of that Company. Hesaid that the
Comgany owed the difficulties in whichit found itself to mismanagement ; and
fir, his conclusion, his only logical conclusion, should have been that we should
leave the Company to bear the consequences of its own mismanagement, and
- that we hould not drag in protection to bolster up an inefficient industry. But,
8ir, the Honourable Member did not come to that conclusion; to mv astonisk+
‘hent, after having got to that point, hesuddenly stated that this Company should
bé relieved of the difficulties in which it finds itself | But, Sir, he is prepared
$0 adist only on his own terms. He is only prepared to assist, if the assic:ance

is given, the protection is given, only by way of bounties and not by way af
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- duoties. And thus, Sir, the Honourable Menber successfully boxed the com.

pass. He was able to show that he had great sympathy with this great Indian
concern, and he ended up, to his great satisfaction, in being able to oppose
the Bill. Now, Sir, let.us examine the position taken up by the Honourable
Member a little more closely. I should like first to make some reference ta
his remarks about the Tariff Board. He criticized the Report of the Tariff
Board rather severely. The Bengal Chamber of Commerce, whom the Honour-
able Member represents, have stated in their letter to Government on the Bill
that they * desire to congratulate the members of the Board upon the Report,
which testifies to the completeness and thoroughness of their investigation
of the difficult problem which was remitted to it ”. -

Then, Sir, the Honourable Member criticized the composition of the Board ;
he wanted t kmow why we had no business men on the Board. The answer
to that question, Sir, is very simple. A first-class business man or even &
second-class business man is a very expensive article ; it is a far more expen-
sive article than the Government of India can afford ; and, Sir, if itis a question
of having a first-class Civilian or a third-rate business man, I would plump
every time for the first-class civilian., But, Sir, let us go back to the burden of
the Honourable Member’s complaint. His complaint is that we are going to
assist this industry by way of protective duties rather than by way of bounties,
Well, Sir, it is always easy to make out an extremely attractive case if you are
allowed to proceed from your own premises, and my first quarrel with the
Honourable Member is that I am not prepared to accept his premises. His
premises were that this Bill is a. Bill for the protection of the Tata Iron and
Steel Company. I deny that absolutely. The Honourable Membér complain-
ed that the Bill was being rushed. through the Legislatufe. . XMBW
have taken Very much notice of that statement except for the falit thab i}

\seems to me that the Honourable Member has not had time really, to sf dy
the Report in the way in which it should have been studied, = If he will tiim.
to the Report, to paragraph 32 of it, he will find that the object of the Tan!
Board (and I may say that the object of the Government of India also is per:

" fectly clearly stated in this Bill), was not merely the preservation of the mgeu:
try as it exists at present. o S

* Its remoter, but equally important, objectis to attract capital to the indastry and
. promote the development of India’s natural resources .

Therefore, Sir, I am not able to accept the premises from which the
Honourable Member argues. I will proceed. Nor am I able to accept his
scheme for bounties. I admit that, as the Honourable Member developed
it, it seemed an extremely attractive scheme. He pointed out that the
protective duties which we propose will cost the country about a crore
and a half a year and he developed a scheme of bounties which,., secerding
‘to :him, would cost the country 52 lakhs in the first year, 78 lakhs in:the
second’ year and 1¢4 lakhs in the thitd year. Now, Sir, I do not sooeptshose

.. £ do nc. accept those figures as stating precisely what theieoun.

try. would pay, 1 myself have worked out my own calculations: X:will ea;

exacﬂy h°7" I 1!}Ye'worked them out. I have adopted the bpgntm on rai
proposed by ths Tariff Board. I have taken the same ﬁgﬁ,ﬂuﬁeB
Chamber of Cogtimeroe as the bounty on other steel, and Lhave'dded by
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on Wagons. pr, the point I wish to make is this. If these bounties are going
#0 be effective it must be obvious to the Honourable Member and to this Council
that the Tata production will displace an equal amount of. imported steel.
That, I think, is perfectly obvious. On that amount of imported steel we now
get a revenue of 10 per cent. ad valorem, and therefore not only will you have
to pay these bounties but you will also have a considerable loss of revenue
owing to .the amount of imported steel displaced by the Tata production.
Now, 8ir, if you look at the Bengal Chamber of Commerce’s scheme in this way,
you will find it a very different matter. The bounties in the first year will
cost you 94 lakhs of rupees, in the second year
© 120 lakhs of rupees, and in the third year
135 lakhs of rupees. Nor, Sir, will the burden on the consumer be merely
represented by these figures? I would be prepared to admit that they would
be represented by those figures if my friend the Honourable Mr. McWatters
‘had a large surplus and could provide the money for those bounties from that
gurpl;}s. But }f phese additional monies for the bounties have to be raised by
,taxation, then it is almost certain that that taxation would lay a heavier burden
on the consumer than the amount of money it would bring in to the coffers of
the Government. That I think is almost & truism. And, if you look at it in
this way, I doubt whether there would be very much difference between the
‘cost of a bounty scheme and the cost of a protective duty scheme. More-
‘over,’ the bounties have got this disadvantage. They have not got the same
.elemex}t of permanence. They have not got the same guarantee of continuity
of policy which duties have. A bounty is all very well if you merely wish to
pull an existing industry out of a difficulty. It is there that Mr. Bell and my-
self differ fundamentally. Thatisnot ourobject. Ourobject isa higher and
bigger one than that. We wish not only to pull an existing industry out of a
difficulty, but we wish to attract new capital to this industry in order that
thqre may be competition in India, in order that there may not be that monopoly
which Dr. Macphail said was one of the dangers of this policy of protection.
Finally, I noticed t}mt, when Mr. Bell was developing his bounty scheme, he
most carefully refrained from giving any indication as to where the money is to
~eome from. Yet, Sir, that is a crucial point. I notice, Sir, that, when this
question was discussed in the Associated Chambers at Bombay, the represen-
tative of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce said :

4p M

* Where is the Government to get the money f i i
! y for these steel bounties which must
_ run yearly bl;lto croves of rupees ! The answer to this question is 80 impossible to find that
my Chamber had to rule out the question of bounty altogether.”

Again, 8ir, he'said:

“ 1f there must be aseistance of some kind fo
. . 4 rsteel, we should certainly favour a bounty
in preference to protective duties, and;it would then be for somebody in authority to explain

to us how it would be possible to find the money."
- Well, 8ir, I do not know whether the Honourable Member has found some
| authority to explain that to him. I certainly have not.

Again, Sir, when the Bengal Chamber of Commerce i

_ ain, 4 ) gave evidence before
the Tariff Board in December last they had to rtule out then the question of
bounties on the ground of the impossibility of finding any money. But I find

- we are to assist this steel industry at all,—and I think 1 may say after lis} ﬁ;
thi
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now, Sir, that they have disposed of-that difficulty. I may read an extract
from an official communication which I have had from the Chamber on the
subject. o PR
“ The Committee of the Chamber are disposed to question whether at the present sife
the provision of a State bounty is financially so impracticable as it appeared to be at the
time when the report was written. The national budget has since been balanced, ahd the
financial situation may be justly said to have seneibly improved. Itdoednotnow soend’ 0
the Committee of the Chamber to be impracticable for the Government ta provide the
money required, although they readily acknowledge that, when writing their memorandum
of 24th November, 1923, they regarded such & proposal as being then out of the qgeation."

Sir, T know the Secretary of the Bengal Chamber and I yield to, nane.in
my admiration for his talents. And, Sir, I can see him stroking his chin reflec-
tively after writing that sentence and saying to himself : “ Well, it is & bit
thin but if is the best I can do.” And I think, 8ir, I think it is & bit thin, Sir
Basil Blackett during the March session explained that, owing to theredue-
tion of the salt tax to Re. 1-4-0, he was afraid that we would begin the year
1925-26 with & deficit of two crores of rupees. I think, ‘Sir, that the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce must have forgotten the statement when they wrote
that sentence. o

Well, Sir, I am afraid the conclusion is quite inevitable, We have
discussed this question and we have examined it from every point of view. - We
have definitely come to the conclusion that we cannot possibly devise a system
of bounty which we can finance. We have arrived at the conclusion that, if
ing to the speeches to-day that it is the view of most of the’ Members of thi
Council that the steel industry must be-assisted—then there is no escape from
the other conclusion that it must be done in the manner we prapose ; that is
to say, by the limited system of bounties supplemented by these protective
duties- EERRRS R & 1 PLA

ernot Tyt 000
I do not think I have any more to say, Sir. Butlde hope that 1 mky
rely upon the support of the Council of State in putting throvgh thiewery
difficult Bill. The subject has been discussed for months past. The: Hill
has been before the country for the last six weeks. It has been discussed: in
the fullest possible detail in another place and I hope, Sir, that the Coumcil of
State will support the Government in the measure. R

Tae HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT : The question is:. o

“ Thag the Bill to provide for the fostering and development of the steel industry in
British India, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, be taken into congideration.” "~

The motion was adopted. C oy

Tag HoxourabLE TEE PRESIDENT : The Council will now proceed t0
the consideration of the Bill clause by clause. I postpone as usual the'ooa-
sideration of the title, preamble and clause 1. That means that we shall
take amendments Nos. 2 and 3 on the paper at the end, when we come to
clause 1. The next clause is clause 2., The first amendment is that in the
name of Dr. Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary :— ‘ Co

“That at the end of new sub-section (£) inserted by sub-clause () of clause 2 of the
Bill the following words be added :— { - B

¢ With due regard to the Agricultural and Marine requirements of the country.® >
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I am not quite sure that I understand what the expression * marine require-
ments of the country ” implies. I must leave it to the Honourable Member
to make that clear in his remarks. I would only suggest that he move the
addition of the words not at the end of the clause, but after the words “ to
such extent as ”. So that it would run:—

* inorease such duty to such extent as, wi i i

‘requirements of the oo\s;ntry, he thin:nune:le:fadr;? reg ?l.‘"i’.to the agncu.ltural and marine

' Tnnﬂflgngvmmézl ll,)R. Sir DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY: I
agree to ‘that, 8ir, an eg to move the amendment standing in m: i
the forin suggested by you. ¢ y neme

With regard to what I mean by  marine requirements of the ~ountry,” I

desire very shortly to state that I desire to give assistance to requirements of the
new industry that the country will be called upon to set up in the light of the
recomy tions of ‘the Marine Committee that Government appointed some
t;g;lg ago. We shall soon be face to face with the question of ways and means as
to how marine industries of the country may be-developed, and with questions
of shipbuilding, building of steam launches and ventures of that kind, 1t
‘wad made quite clear in the process of investigation before that Committee
“that some sort of assistance would be necessary. What that sssistance cught
‘to be yet remains to be determined. We begin, however, with the state of
things in which the price of steel does go up and is bound to go up. . Steel is
the prime necesgity of an infant industry of that kind. The reason, Sir, why
I.do not propose to disturb the scheme of legislation put forward by the Govern-
thent in the earlier stages, namely, the three years’ stage, or the stage where
the proposed tariff duty and no more will be charged, is this. While large
measures of this kind, with far-reaching results, are in contemplation, every
one, every industry, every community, has to make some sacrifices, and in .
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‘thiat category I should include the agricultural and what I call the marine

industries also. I do not propose, therefore, to disturb the scheme of legisla-

-tion put forward by the Government with regard to its earlier stages. So long
:a¢ the Government find that the tariff scale that has been provided in sub-
.elause (2) of Clause 3 of the Bill answers the requirements, I from my point of

v

B

view do not proiose to make any suggestions. But if, unfortunately, it sheuld
#0 bappen that later on even that tariff wall is not able to protect the industry
that Government and we are anxious to protect, and it becomes necessary to

ot38 thait cale of duties, Government, in pursuance of what has been laid
dﬂmi‘i the Preamble which we are not yet considering ahd which I shall
take it will be passed, — in the light of that promise for discriminating pro-

- ¥ebtion, with due.regard to the well-being of the community — should pay

special attention to the demands of agricultural and marine industries which

‘iare the subject-matter of my smendment. I do not think any interests can

-be:prejudiced by that. As in regard to other amendments which I shall, if

ermitted by you, put before the Council, the matter will be left entirely in the
auds of the Government. The resson for introducing these words here is to
draw pointed attention to the needs of the agricultural and marine industries
Vhen 1t becomes necessary unfortunately to raise the scale of duties that is now
being gdopted. That is very shortly the reason why I desire to move thip ..

" aiblé to obta nk%e know, though the villagers do et kanwyhdw. £ ali
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amendment. -And here, Sir, I may incidentally refer to what the Honaurable

- Sir Charles Innes said regarding the remarks of the Honourable Colonel 8ir

Umar Hayat Khan regarding the negligible quantum of ‘steel affecting the-
agricultural interests. I desire to join issue with the conclusions of the Homour-
able Member and the reasoning of the Tariff Board as to that subject. i do
not want tq labour the point because that point does not immedistely-arise in
the scheme of taxation that has been proposed. But I think it is soméwhat
misleading to say that, because the quantity of steel involved is ‘comparsitively
small, the people concerned are not likely to be'afiécted to the-extent of more:
than one anna per head, on the basis of the general population of 300 or 850"
millions. I join issue there. Whether the quantum is largs or small; as &
whole, compared to bigger consumption in other' departments, in the casé of'
the agriculdurists the smallest quantity will affect them prejudicially as theie -
resources are even smaller. When this one anna per family ot one ‘pice per head
atgament was applied with regard to the raising of the salt tax; the same 350
rillions were called into requisition and delicate mathematical calenlation: was:
made by which it was attempted to show that the rise in the salt tax would not-
be appreciable. We did not accept it then and the same sort ‘of logic has
been resorted to here by the Tariff Board, In the first place, the agricultural
population of India is not 300 or 350 millions as mentioned in the paragraph’
of their Report in question. It is much less. Whether it is 70 per vent. or, 60
per cent. or less or more is a matter not of immediate importance, and - that
population does not, so far as the object of the figure is concerned, include the
whole of the population actually engaged in agriculturg, The agriculturel
population as given in our statistios is composed of agtual operators s well aa.
those who depend upon them. Therefore it is not e nvitcing when

is urged that the quantum of burden on the agriculjuial I nol
more than an anna per head. It will be a great. deal moze ot
population that is erroneouslg supposed to be agricultural;; I k
tions that I have put forwatd wete taken into account it Will.be mi
‘than one anna per head. : , v

I urge that the agriculturists will really be hit harder Mwmpbophm
prepared to concede, and there will be an amendment later on,’:whio'b Ishallngt:

© anticipate, with regard to agricultural implements. Calling: » spads;a spada;:
108

is sometimes popular, and at other times it is not—but whether & pick-axe ;o
powrah of the kind coming under that amendment can come in under. ghe
category of real agricultural implements or not will be a'matter thet will.he

- considered when.that amendiment comes up. It is & consideration that. the:

oor agriculturist will not be much troubled with. He can hardly affore the:
E.igh prices of that class of goods. The village smith who gets his cheap ek

~ and uses it in his shops to forge agricultural implementa g\:{ﬁiﬁ. hin: gltnple

tiesds. The price of all that is bound to go up along with the prica ot ethes

oonitnedities, Timber will go up. The very stalks and leaves:widh; which.

their litde hut is built will go up in price. Whenever there. i dheisligh
tifhanes or movement in the market with regard to the pricse

the whole of the market is affected. ~That is in the nature of thingw pestibulacly

in & ‘country Mke Indis, where accurate information: is'.dwoky

in the salt tax disturbs the market to a mndmbbm‘m
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warranted by therise in the scale of taxation. That is the sort of thing that is
bound to follow and the agriculturists will suffer most from that, because they
aze the most backward people, far away in the villages where there is no public
opinion and there is no information to guide them. From all these points of
view it strikes me, Sir, that at least when the time for higher taxation comes,
the agriculturists’ requirements should be protected. And marine industries,
which I hope under the advice and the recommendations of the Marine Com-
mittee will come into existence, will also have to be protected. How that
protection can be given is a matter that Government will have to consider.
Tt ought not to be difficult to arrange for rebate or less duty, or in these
cases some other machinery may be thought of, to give relief to, these two
classes of industries which of all industries require protection. In giving protec-
tian to steel I do not think that it is the object of Government or of those who
are in Javour of the meagure that all the industries should always suffer that have
to depend upon fairly cheap steel. We frankly recognise that there will be &
rise at the start and sacrifices will have to be made, but there ought to be a
limit to that, and if that limit is exceeded later in the case of higher tariff under
the provision which we are now enacting, I think these two industries ought to
be teken into consideration, and for that reason the safeguard that I am pro-
posing should be accepped.

* g HoNourasLE S1r CHARLES INNES : Sir, the Honourable Member
from Bengal has made & long speech, but I am still entirely in the dark as to the
exact meaning of his amendment and what object he hopes to achieve if these
words are inserted in this clause. I still do not know what the Honourable
Member. means by * agricultural and marine requirements of the country.”
May I suggest that it will be wrong for this Council to insert into the Bill vague
words of this description. In a law we want precision and I submit to the
Council that these words are by no means precise. In the second place I do
think that the Honourable Member has quite understood the object of this
cdsuse. - I shall put it in this way. The scheme which we are putting before
the Council is, we think, the minimum scheme which will suffice to give that
measare of protection which will tide this industry over this transition period.
Tt-is mainly based upon the difference between tho fair selling price of steel in
India and the average sale price at which steel is expected to be imported into
India. Now,; we all know that in the steel world things are at present in a
sate of flux, and it is impossible to say with any certainty what the course of
future prices will be. It may be at any time that steel coming in, whether from
Belgium, or France, or Germany, may come in at a ridiculously low price, and if
i wete not for this clause, one of the chief bases of this scheme would go by the
board. That is why this clause has been inserted. This is an emergency
clause intended to enable us to continue to the industry the very minimum
amount of protection. T hope it will not come into force very.often, and it will
only come into foroe when the prices, for some special reason, aré particularly
low. Even when an off setting duty is put on, the agricultural and marine

i of the coyntry, whatever they may be, are not likely to be seriously
xactd.‘ - Jn these cireumstances I hope the Honourable Member will withdraw
the amendment. _ C
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Tae HoNourRaBLE Dr. Mian St MUHAMMAD SHAFI (Law Member) :
There is one consideration with regard to the amendment which has been propos-
ed by my Honourable friend to which I would like to invite the attention of this
House. The word used in this sub-clause (4) is “may” and not *shall.”
The words * with due regard to ” this or that consideration may fit in very well
in a piece of legislation where the word used by the Legislature is “ shall *, but
they do not fit in at all where the power which is granted to an authority ise
discretionary power. In the exercise of that discretion, the authority will no
doubt take all these things into consideration. '

Tue HoNourapLe TeE PRESIDENT : Does the Honourable Member
(Dr. Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary) wish to press his amendment ?

Tup HpNouraBLE Dr. S;k DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY: I T
may first sy one word with regard to what the Honourable Sir Charles Innes
has said with regard to the vague nature of the amendment ? I would draw.
his attention to the somewhat vague wording of the preamble which he has-
agreed to in the othe: House, namely “ with due regard to the well-being of the
community,” and I want to know how these words are less vague than the words
I want to put in. . :

Tug Honourasre Sir CHARLES INNES : 1 rise to a point of explana~
tion. The words “ with due regard to the well-being of the commumity *
merely state a fact. They are taken from the words of the Resolution of the
Legislative Assembly, passed on the 16th February 1923. ‘

Tue HoNoURABLE Dr. Sir DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY: Ab--
solutely. Therefore it does not make.it any the less vague. I desire .to, draw
attention to the needs of particularly two communities Which, in my judgment,
would be aficctad if the higher duty comesto be levied. I quite appreciate
what my Honoursble friend says, but Thave deliberately and twice said that, if
unfortunately it should be necessary to resort to higher duty, namely, when
people bent on dumping who will never disclo - anything with regard to costing
for example, and will be prepared to pay duty on your own tariff valuation,
having up their sleeves secret bounties, may want to undersell the protected
goods here, then and then alone this power will have to be exercised. Anditis
then that a higher duty would have to be levied, and then the claims of these:
two communities, acedrding to my amendment, would have to be considered.
With regard to what the Honourable the Leader of the House says, L. quite.
appreciate that point also.

Tre HoNourABLE Sa1vip RAZA ALI: May I draw your attention $o°
the fact that the mover of an amendment has no right of reply ? .

. Tur HonourasiLk THE PRESIDENT : I undeistood that the Homour-
able Member was going to ask for leave to withdraw his amendment.

Tus Honourapie Dr. S DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY :I
was %OIDG to meet the points that the Honourable Member for Cominerce
Talseq. . : .

. Tue HoNouragprr Tur PRESIDENT: The Honourable Member has-ne-
right of reply. I asked the Honourable Member whethet ke was going to press
his amendment, and he asked that he might be allowed to make-a few remarks,

M62CS H
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I thought that hé intended that asa preliminary to a request to withdraw his
motion. .

- TeE HoNoURABLE Dr. Sik DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY : That
is what I am going to do and I was only saying that there is no substance in the .
gbjection of the other side. But appreciating what my Honourable friends on
the other side have said regarding the unlikelihood of the two communities
that I am thinking of being affected, I do not want to press the amendment.

- The amendment was, by leave of the Council withdrawn.

Tar HoNoURABLE THE PRESIDENT : The next amendment is No. 5*
on the paper standing in the name of the Honourable Colonel Nawab Sir Umar
Hayat Khan. The effect of this amendment is to remove the machinery im-
ported for the purpose in question from inclusion undex Article 51 or 96 of the
existing Import Schedule, that is to say, from liability to duty of 2} per cent.
and 15 per cent. respectively, and to place it on the free list. This is not within
the scope of the Bill, and therefore I am afraid I must rule it out of order.

The next amendment is No. 6} on the paper. It is consequential on N
and 'therefore goes out with it. Pep ™ i 9 n. o5

X 7The next amendment is in the name of the Honourable Sii' Arthm- Froom,
0. 7. '

Tue HoNourasre 81k ARTHUR FROOM: Sir, Ido not wish to move
my‘ amendment :—

“That to sub-clause (2) of clause 2 of the Bill the following proviso be added’
namely :— ‘

‘Provided that nothing in the amendments to the Second Schedule shall appl
to steel imported under ocontracts made before the lst of January l%gz
by Mgmmpa.l Corporate bodies in India or by contractors acting on their be-
- balf, 1f the Colleotor of Customs is satisfied that such steel will be manufac-
tured into pipes to be utilised in the extension of the water supply under the

1 oontrol of such corporate bodies,’ .
.. -~ May I ask if it is in order now to ask for some explanation of a int arising
out of clause 2, sub-clause (1), proposed sub-ase;c\‘,ioxfJ (CIK] e .

< THE HowNourasLe TaE PRESIDENT :  If the Honourable Membér is no

moving his amendment I shall put the question that clause 2 do’ stand part
of the Bill. The Honourable Member will be in order in raising his point on
that motion. I now put the question : '

‘ That clause 2 stand part of the Bill.”

-~ . *That in sub-clause (1) of clause 2 of the Bill afier the rtion
i . : proposed sub-section
aeotxc‘:‘n 3 of the Indian Tariff Act, 1884, the following sub-section be Added.n‘ume{;): h
R (.GI)SAAft:eletiem N:. 18in Part I toSchedule IT, the following shall be added, namely :
: - machiery imported by the Punjab Government for the purposes of th
Sutlej Valley and Sindh Sagar ﬁchemea, or for any other Irrigation or Hydro-E?eotH:
- e, notwithstanding anything to the contrary in Item No. 51 in Part 1T and Item
o ; ’fn Part V of Schedule IT to the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, as amended by Act XII of
_1Thab in sub-clause (7) of clsuse 2 of the Bi “ subseation ™. the oM
"m‘" be substituted. ) Bill for the word l!fb .m‘ifo"l;a ¢ th.fg:ﬁ{ :

[ ' Iy M

ERIEY
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Tue Honourasie Stk ARTHUR FROOM: I shall be obliged if the
Honourable Commerce Member will satisfy me on ‘one point in this proposed
sub-section (4). Under that clause Government take power to increase the
rate of duty on imported steel when the value of that steel falls. _Of course, the
object of that is perfectly clear to all Honourable Members—that.ds, to keep
an even balance in this country of the prices of imported steel with steel
produced herc. But what I would like to ask from the Honourable Member is
when the prices of imported steel rise again, has the Government power. again
to reduce the increased duty to its original level under the Bill ? :

Trt HoNourapLE SiR CHARLES INNES: Yes. The answer to that
question is in the affirmative. s .

Taz HoNourasiLE 81k ARTHUR FROOM: Thank yo{z. _

., .i'THE HoNouraBLE MR. R. P. KARANDIKAR : I have just a doubt on

the construction of sub-clause (3) of clause 2 of thi¢ Bill which says :—
“The amendments made by sub-section (2) shall have effect up to the 81st day of
_ Marech 1927.” . .
My understanding is that if this original Indian Tariff Act of 1894 is not
touched by any other enactments by the end of that period, and these amend-
ments are to lapse by the 31st day of March 1927, what becomes of the
duties to be levied on the articles in Part VII ¢ I understand that Part VII
is added now to the Indian Tariff Act by the present enactment that wé are
going to pass, and those duties, so far as the amendment to clause 3 goes as per
those amendments, will have effect up to the 31st March 1927. We expett
therefore that, there tust be some other law which will be brought, into:exist-
etice before that date in order to make those articlés that &ré zessryed by. Part
VII liable to some duty. R TR S Y
. Tue HoNoumarik Sk BASIL BLACKETT {(Finande Membes)d8ir,
1 think the answer to that is that this is & hypothetical case whick will, I-lispe, .
never become actualised, because if we reached the 1st of April 1027 it woeld
indeed be * All Fools ’ Day *’ for the Finance Member becduse he would nét
only lose these protective duties, but he would lose also the existing duties
under the existing Schedule. ' B .

Tae HonouraBre THE PRESIDENT : The question is i—
. “That clause 2 stand part of the Bill.”
- The motion was adopted. )
Tet HoNourasre THE PRESIDENT: Clause 3. The first amend-
ment to clauge 3 is No. 8* on the paper in the name of the Honourable Dr.
Bir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary. I have given this my careful consideration.
"Phe view I take is that the Bill is so framed as to make British Ir}dmuq‘I,f-
supporting in the matter of the steel industry by the imposition of dutiés
i boiiition, and that that being 8o it is not within the scope of the Bill to
 */FhM\tls following words be added between the words ** shall **akd ** cause **
in tina 10 of olauss § of the Bill : ‘ ST T
£¢ (On belng sadisfled that workers engaged in the Industry recelvé Wdequate reniu.
nerstion and are subject to fair terms of work and employment and-shist the work is being
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move an amendment to impose upon those who receive bounties any condi-
tions with regard to labour. I therefore have to rule that amendment out of
order.

The next amendment, No. 9 on the paper, also stands in the name of the
‘Honourable Dr. Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary, that is:

‘¢ That all the words after the word * at ’in line 21 of clause 3 of the Bill be deleted
and in their place be substituted the following words : ' elete

¢ At such rates as he may from time to time determine.’ *’
This amendment is in order.

Tee HoNoURABLE Dr. S;k DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY: Sir
with regard to this amendment and to the amendments that follow, the scheme:
that I desire to put forward is slightly different from that of the Government
The scheme of the whole of this legislation is that Government are being'
given certain powers to impose tariff duties with a particular object, namely
thereby to protect the industry concerned and also to revise it and imprové
it by giving it bounties. For some reason or other Government think that
if exact figures are set out in the appropriate clauses regarding the qua.ntnm’
of bounty, matters will work smoothly. Ordinarily that would be so, but
we have to consider the question as a whole and also from the point of view
of another amendment which I will move later on, if permitted, regarding
locomotives.

The way I view the situation is this, namely, the steel industry of the
Tatas as well as some other important industries that have grown round it
ought to have protection extended to them as far as may be possible if real
protection is to be given. If I may anticipate matters, it would be difficult
without introducing a provision like that which I will try to introduce later
on, to bring in an amendment of this kind. It would clearly be out of order
because it would.be & proposition to raise taxation. People differ in regard
to. the view that I am now considering, and it is doubtful whether after
Government have once introduced & proposal for taxat.on, advantage cannot
be taken of it by way of amendments and modifications to make such pro-
posal adaptable to the points of view that the amender seeks to advocate.
It comes to this. The Government are prepared to give bounties to certain
articles mentioned in the clause, such as wagons, steel rails, and fish-plates.
I myself think—and some think with me strongly—that the locomotive
iridustry which has grown round about the Tatas and has been unhandsomely
treated, has a definite and fairly strong claim, although the Tariff Board,
for reasons set out in the Chapter under that heading, have not been able yet
to recommend it. But more than a strong case has been made out for fur-
ther consideration of the claims of that industry. Should Government think
under changed circumstances to give bounties to that struggling industry,
without which bounty it is sure to go under, Government under my scheme will
have the means of doing so. And how ? My first proposition is that the quaatum
of bounty shall in no case exceed the amount realised in the shape of tariff
duties. That gets rid of the difficulty in the way, namely, that such #h
amendment would be inadmissible on account of a proposal for raising fréth
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taxation. I am dealing with the whole of the situation so that the matter
may be visuslised as I seek to place it before the Council. I want to:get
rid of the proposal for limiting bounties to Rs. 7 lakhs in a year. This gives
Government a freer hand than the original clause propeses to give. If this
point of view is acceptable to the Council, it will come to this that wagons,
steel rails, fish-plates-and locomotive engines, when Government see fit to give
them bounties, ought to be participants of what may be available for. the

~

_paying out of bounties as a result of tariff duties. That being the scheme

of what the amendment that I desire to put forward, the words I want to
introduce here must come, otherwise if Government were abeolutely pledged
to give bounties to the extent laid down in the clause during the first or second
or third ygar, and in the proportion set out in the clause, there would be
0o mongy aveilable for the locomotive industry, should Government see fit
to come. to its help. For that reason it is necessary that the words laying
down the figures, the quantum of bounty to be given in future years men-
tioned in the clause, should be done away with and Government should be
at full liberty to give such bounty as from time to time at rates that they
may think fit, under the circumstances of each case. '

Tue Honourasie Sik MANECKJI DADABHOY (Central Provinces
General) : Sir, I oppose this amendment. My Honourable friend has not
appreciated that the provision made in clauses (a), (b) .and (e) is in'pursu-
ance of a well-considered scheme to give protection by way of bounties with-
in & certain specified limit. The Tariff Board went into the whole question
of the quantum of relief to be given in the matter by way of bounties and came
o the decision, after taking the import and ke local. selling value malading a
certain percentage of profit, and the clauses (a), (b) and (c}aimply :lay down
their well-considered decision the difference between the import and. the selling
value at which protection is to be assessed. If the scheme of my Honourable
friend is to be adopted and perfect latitude is to be given to Government-to
determine from time to time the quantum of protection such a scheme
would be wholly objectionable from two points of view. In the first instance,
it would give unnecessary power to Government even to exceed the amount of
protection which has been specified by the Tariff Board after determining the
pros and cons of the case and they havecometo the conclusion that the
industry needsno more protection than what is already specified in these
clauses.

In the second place, I am opposed to giving a blank cheque to Government
in the matter of protection or relief to the industry. Ido not think it would be
prudent and wise,—I do not believe that Government will not cautiously or
wisely use it—but at the same time it is in the interests of the community as a
whole that there should be certain limitations, and as therefore there provisos
(@), (b) and () emanated from a well-considered scheme of the Tariff Board,
I think we ought to stick to this provision and not support the smendment
of my Honourable friend. -

Tue Howouvranie Sir CHARLES INNES (Commerce Member):
Sir, I desire to associate myself with what my Henourable friend Sir
Maneckji Dadabhoy . has just said. Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhiliory told us
that this amendment had to be taken also .with ‘Ne. 10, No. 11 and
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particularly with No. 12. Now, Bir, if you take these four amendments
together, the effect of them would be this. 8ir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary pro-

8 that the Government should be allowed to give bounties on these three
articles up to the total amount of revenue which we expect to derive from these
new customs duties. Now, Sir, if the House will turn to Statement III on
page 160 of the Tariff Board’s Report, it will find that the Tariff Board estimate
that out of these new duties we shall make a revenue of 173 lakhs in the
current year. Therefore, the Honourable Member gives us a blank cheque to
spend up to 173 lakhs in giving any bounties we like upon wagons, fish-plates,
rails; and locomotives. The Tariff Board propose that the amount we should
spend on bounties should be 7 lakhs on wagons, and anything froqm 26 to 30
lakhs on fish-plates and rails. The Council will observe that the Honourable
Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary wishes to give us far greater powers. I may
add also that we have no intention of giving bounties to locomotives. Sir, I
oppose the amendment.

The amendment* was negatived.

Tee HoNouraBLE THE PRESIDENT : The question is :—

“That clauss 3 stand part of the Bill.” i

The motion was adopted. o

Tre HoNouraBLE TRE PRESIDENT: Clause 4. There is an amend-
ment No. 10, to this clause.

. That the words *not exceeding seven lakhs of rupees in any one financial year'
in lines & and 6 of clause 4 (1) be deleted.”

Tar HoNourasLE DR. Sir DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY. When
there are no funds available, the whole scheme falls through with the defeat
of the last amendment, and therefore I do not want to move the now
objectless amendment.

Taw Honovrasit ez PRESIDENT: Does the ssme hold good in

' regard to No. 11 ¢} :

B Tae HoNouraBLE DR, 81z DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY: Yes
Bir. - ’ |

© e Phat all the words after the word ** at ” in line 21 of clause 3 of the Bill be deleted and
in their plaoe be substituted the following words. '

** At such rates as he may from time to time determine.”

t That the following figures and words be sdded after clause 4 (1)ofthe Bill and
olause 4 (2) be numbered as olause 4 (3) : @

(2) The Governor General in Council may also in each of the financial years commen-
cing on the Ist April 1924, 1925 and 1926 pay such sums as he thinks fit by way of bounties
upon Locomotive Engines in respect of which he is satisfled— '

“ ' (@) thatitissuitable for public haulage of men,animals or goodson s railway in
. India: and . .

. (3) that & substantial portion of the component parts thereof has boen:manuies- ,

* 4. tured in British India.” T

\
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Tae Honourasre THE PRESIDENT :  And No. 12 #* .

Tur Hoxourasik Dr. Stk DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKRAY :  Yes,
Sir. ‘

Tae HonourapLe THE PRESIDENT : The question is:

“ That clause 4 stand part of the Bill.” ;

The motion was adopted. : .
Tae Honourasre TEE PRESIDENT : The first amendment to clause 5,
No. 14 on the paper is : ‘ . :

That the following words be added after the words * wagons ™ in line 4 of clause §
“or locomotive engines. :

This is consequential on pgevious amendments which have not been
adopted and fails with them. . :
"’ The next amendment is No. 13. Does the Honourable Member propose

L

. %o move that 1

Tae HoNourapLE Dr. Sik DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY: If
ou permit me, Sir, I will. But, Sir, I do not know whether this is covered
{y the ruling you have already given. '

Tae HonourasLE THE PRESIDENT : Before I rule on this point, I should -
like to ask the Honourable Member whether this amendment aims at giving the
Legislature power to increase a bounty beyond that proposed by the Govern-
ment. ‘ . .

Tax HoNouraBLE Dr. Sir DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY. . Not
as | have worded it. = . : , o

" T Hoxousasys e PRESIDENT : - If the Honoursble Member will

mike that olesr, which, I suggest, he should do by the.additian,of, the words
_“ pot involving an increase in the amount of bounty tobq;gmid”g aftet the worda
 gubject to such modifications ” both in clauses:(a) and (b), then F'ahall permit
him to move it. : ' DR TE R e
Trar HoNourasLE Dr. 812 DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY': "I am
agreeable to it. PR

Tae HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT: 1 also suggest to the Honoursable
Member that, possibly by a clerical error, certain words have dropped ¢ut in the
7th line. It now runs * and unless and until Resolutions”. 1 take it that

“the Honourable Member meant *and shall not take effect unless and

wntil...... . ‘ : . '
" Tge HoNouraBre Dr. Sir DEVA . PRASAD SARVADHIKARY:
That is so, 8ir. : ' - :
Tae HonourasLy THE PRESIDENT: Then the amendment will run
as follows. o
. 'That the following proviso be added at the end of clause 5 of the Bill :—
¢ Provided always that— o
’(‘s?‘i!\ut the time when it is proposed to make any such order'as mm!ﬁﬁd#é’ in the
iy enrlier part of this section (namely, an order for payment of & bownty tos'firm
.. or gompany which was not in existenoe on the day that the Kok is.passed) the
S Iridian Legislat. re is sitting or is separated by such: sp adjournment or
o That the follawing proviso be added at the end of clause 4 of WM‘ NS F
“ Provided plways that the bounties peid and payable ubder sediiedis 8and: 4 of vhe
. Aot shall in no oase exceed the total-amount of cuties vexlived:under the pro-
visiorid of section 2 of this Aot.” K
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prorogation as will expire within
shall be Iaid before both the Hou?::: :fn:;l}l,zhilfgfmdmﬁ of the proposed order

(5) im any other case (that is to say i i
s y if the Indian Legi : s
f::‘gr:‘:sm:::nfzﬂ:nw‘:;hi):u:fgl orders so mw%l: I:l::llie bl: ;::;:l ;;;tmgt)han&rder
i . ore is-
force for more than one morrt:aaazxt meeting and shall not oont?nuegli‘n

: : to such ificati
an increase in the amount of bount Modifications, not involving
Resclutions, and if any modifications ave e .o, T8 be apecified in the

a
, T 80 made as respects any order the

enaoted in this Act’”

Tre HoNouraBLE Dr. Sir DEVA P
i . RASAD SARY .
;hl?oE;l}: asliglnifd already accepts certain importanﬁrgn;iA]?thARY: R,
oun y s e given, and Government have to setisf 111 1008 under whioh
conditions (azz (b) and (c) are complied with”, (The H ¥ themselvee that the
Dadabhoy : ~ * Conditions (g) and " (b) only ) N: onourable Sir Maneckjs

5. Whatever may happen to the larger i (a), (5) and (c) of clause
result of the deliberations of the Com?nittzg?:l?higi fgli.: l%wl:} °!]1pita1 as the
DIt Cherles Innes has

referred, these three things stand out i

h 1 na :

requirements are complied with, the bount;le:}:‘afluzgzs}l:;o?(’,r:;d unless these
coming in the

case of firms and Companies contem
guards that I desire to bring in in conl;ll:c?égnby 'd;usq 5. The further safe-
mutatis mutandis, verbatim, from Part IT of t;wlt this
Aot of 1921. S‘l.l‘. it has been aptly remarked that .
new era in the ,l'nstory of our economic advance on thwe are entering upon a
gtpr?t;cistiqn’_ I'am prepared to accept the modiﬁc:t}imth of - discriminat-
of discriminating free trade. They must g0 hand i On suggested, namely,
up of our economic structure of the near future : a 1(;1.hand for the building
as.;:v ﬁl:: tll:?‘tl)&il Charles Innes on behalf of Gove;-ml:yml;l that building up 1
; 1::-1 ]l'f :i] abhoy, refuses to accept the respomibi]":t the Instigation of
ﬁ:laoerl et;ctl;l e?]‘-le happens to be drawn upon a bla:u)(’ {:f blank cheques,
of the G so‘mnmen o disclaim that responsibility. Byt beli ank. It is good
;n the wa fm?re- and more necessery, to depend more u oty cesear,
n 5(; .of circumseribing and restricting their pow pon the Legislature
: W_ever,b iscriminating, has its dlsadvantages. So ers.  Sir, protection,
errified by the prospects of undue lobbying, for ot} e people have been
i];.’;utthpraca‘t;:cesfof thf' kind a.d.umbrat.ed here and elsewir:rzet . poae 1o terrors.
g e lv;v 1etol & policy of this description, and it ig but rj t;:: bound o follow
» éz ua(.’ hs:n 1:; lf 5; :llgcgss:rky, th'at the Legislature shoulg as fngr as Doneipinan that
in touch tc; sne :d aken into the confidence as it were of t%OSSlble be kept
aboutego 60 oo W;:x:cgng stage of the new policy u ’0 eGo'vernment
abaut to e bar. hils it, then, that I propoge hereI; anlngh we are
shis : let Government disoriminate in theoltizht £ the
of the
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‘statted, and I feel convinced that in any case the Indian Legislature,

8 hn
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advice that they may receive cither from the Tariff Board or as the result
of their own inquiries and decide upon such orders as they think fit to pass.
If, however, the Legislature is sitting oris likely to sit soon, a statement has
to be made to the Legislature, and, subject to any ‘modifications, subject,
again, to what you have been good enough to indicate with regard to safe-
guards about additional taxation, modifications that the Legislature may -
decide upon should govern the orders of the Government in this matter. Itis
not necessary to labour the matter at any great length. I am only claiming
the rightful privileges of the Legislature, of both the Houses of the Legin-
lature, that when schemes of bounties, of further bounties, come up, tle
Legislature should be taken into confidence and be allowed to have their
say. Those who are jealous of the rights. and privileges of the Legislature,
shose who Sre anxious that the Government and the Legislature should in
these matters go hand in hand, will I hope find no difficulty in accepting Whet
is 'but a common place in English polity, and has already found acceptance
in a well-tried Act of Parliament, regarding which no practical difficultics
have been known to exist. Well, thosc who may apprehend that the Legic-
lature is likely to be obstructive and not be helpful to Government in a matter
of this description, will be reassured, if they care to be. I have no quarrcl
with them, and I am afraid I have and shall never have any answer for the un-
reasoning and the obdurate. But those who believe that the Legislature whale
heartedly desires to co-operate with Government in a magter of this description
will also agree with me that in a small matter of this description the oonfi-
dence that I solicit on behalf of the Legjslature from the Government ought
to be forthcoming. I therefore commend ' this, amendment &0 the attention
of the Houve. ' e e e DD
Tuz HonouraBi S;r MANECKJI DADABHOY : .Bir, 1-am afmid
that this amendment will land us in serious difficulties. Thia clause By and
particularly the proviso to clause & which incorporates clanses (a), .(b) and (d};
were framed and accepted by the Legislative Assembly as the result of & com-
promise between Government on the one hand and the Swaraj party en the
other. After three days of keen discussion in the Legislative Assembly where
many conflicting opinions were expressed, at last & modus vivends was found
out in the shape of the present proviso; and I think this Council will act wisely
if it does not tamper with this clause any further. I may say that I am in
gympathy with the object of my. Honourable friend, Dr. Sarvadhikary, to
give the Indian Legislature a full opportunity of discussing the merits of any .
riew Company to which Government propose to give protection. That is sa
far commendable. But steel works do not grow like mushrooms ina day.in
this country. They take years for formation, they require much time for
srangement and construction of —machinery before the business is tﬁ;uﬁ
allowdiit

dmfloopportunity of discussing the merits, the validity anc propriety of giving
protettion, if (Government choose to extend their support. to any _sych, new
Coingany: - ii{:&ﬁ,abumiamly.cleaue on the point that there will, be o oppog:
tion on-th& Part; of Government, or that the dispussion of the merits Qf& party;
ctilar industry il ‘neyer be ghut out of '.f;he House. Furthat, the, provial
which 1ty f#itfid wishes to fasten on this Bl is bwmwmw

ing of Industries ‘Act; and 'those * clauses have been more or les

M6208 i

'
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on the practice prevailing in the House of Com ch .
variance with the practice in this country. We canl:;)::y:él;iih tift 1:g(z:tlril.y a;
Government our opposition to any measure by a Resolution 8 L l;l(:rlce )
friend Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary will at once know if .a . e my
comes into existence and he will have ample time to put forwar ompany

before the Council and to inquire from Government whetherdt;el)}ei;)::;:)o;;

to give any protection to any such new industry. Further, I thi

) LIt
clauses (@), (b) and (c) as framéd are perfectly definite. They prescrilglzzl;nz}il;
statutory limits within which the Government should act ang I do not think
any further elaboration of these provisions is required. For these reasons I

1 t iond 3 A
:il;ni(.’")’ cannot support my Honourable friend in the matter of $his amend-

Tue HonourasrLe MR. R. P, KARANDIKAR : Sir, T have my doubts

5 o with reference to the workable character of

this proviso. The proviso indi
) ] . 80 )
two Houses by their Resolutions must approve OF the dral:;;i li?tt}(::r t\};?tth t}:;

without modifications. It presy ] : C

thcir.recommendatio.ns. I Iliave I;Iz)msgumaihl;:ﬂ}l)o?;le I-g)(ixl:;:s n:v;ll eoncur in
certain recom¥nenda.txons. But in the event of any difference betwy con}:-,ur in
Hquses and in t.helr recommendations—and after g it is in theen the two
things, as you will find, that Resolutions adopted by this Hous: (I)l:l tg;etl?:

. : —in case of a diffe s g

ations, I am afraid this Proviso would be uni:rg;liﬁ)clz ]:ltf)}::t:;hz‘:‘corgglend-
there is no manner of provision made in our rules in case of differcncy . fuuse
lutions, though therg may be with reference to legis'ative nnacé . (t) teso-
pass certain Resolutions here and the other House may pt';ss c::;:i: otl‘r;

Resolutions,—not that the Resolutiong of one House should go to the other

House or that there should be a joint session or anything of the kind at all

be unworkable unless we imagine a
Houses will come to one conclusion.
ing this amendment. 1 quite symp

nd belieye real!y that on all occasions both
Thgt 1s my difficulty in the way of accept-
athise with the motive which underlies

: > to say in f i o
stands, in my view, it would be really u11yw0rk:§(1): rof it. But, as the proviso

Tae HoNouraBLE S1r CHARLES INNES: 8ir, clause 5 of the Bill, as

the Honourable Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy poj i
Pyl hoy pointed out, is an d i
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Again, Sir, the Honourable Member suggested, at least I understood him
to suggest, that, if the Council passed this amendment, in some way it would
prevent lobbying. I am afraid, Sir, that I am entirely unable to follow this
argument. I may put the matter this way. In the Secretariats of the Govern-
ment of India there are no lobbies, but there are in the Legislative Assembly
and the Council of State.

Finally, another objection to the amendment is that it would destroy
the automatic character of clause 5 as it now stands. I do not see how you
can expect new firms to come in if in each case the question whether or not they
should get a bounty would have to be discussed in the Legislative Assembly
and the Council of State. For these reasons, Sir, the Government oppose this
amendment.

Tue HonouraBLE Dr. Mian Stx MUHAMMAD SHAFI: There is only
one observation I should like to make, Sir, and it is this. There are no lobbies in
the Council of State. .

Tae HonouraBLE THE PRESIDENT : Does the Honourable Member
wish to press this amendment ? ' o
Tue HonouraBLE DR. S1r DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY: Itis
not worth while, Sir.
The amendment was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.
Tue HonourABLE THE PRESIDENT: The question is:
* That clause 5 stand part of the Bill.”
The motion was adopted.
Tue HonNourABrE THE PRESIDENT: The question is :
*“ That clause 6 stand part of the Bill.”
The motion was adopted.
Tnr HowourABLE THE PRESIDENT: The question is :
*“ That Items 1 to 6 of the Schedule stand part of the Bill.”
The motion was adopted.
Ture HoNouraBLE THE PRESIDENT : I will now take Item 7 ofthe

Schedule. There is an amendment, No. 15* on the paper, standing in the name
of the Honourable Dr. Dwarkanath Mitter. The amendment proposes to

- increase taxation. Has this proposal received the recommendation of Gov-

ernment ?

Tue HonouraBLe Dr. DWARKANATH MITTER: I would ask you,
Sir, to consider that the Government, when it originally laid the Bill on the
table of the Legislative Assembly, had Item 143 in its provisions, and that in
that light it would not be & case of any increased taxation since it is merely
& matter of restoring the original entry.

*That in Part VII in clause 7 of the Schedule to the Bill, the following entry bo made
after Ttem No. 142, namely : '

“ 143. Picks, kodalies, powrahs, mamooties and hoes .. Ad valorem 25 per cent.®
and that the subsequent Items be re-numbered acoordingly. I
. 2
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. THe Howourasre THE PRESIDENT: I am afraid the Homourable
Membet must not credit me with a knowledge of what happened in ~snother
placd. We are only concerned here with the Bill as it stands. Do the Govern-
ment recommend this amendment ? \

Tae HoNouraBLE MR. D. T. CHADWICK : No, Sir.

Tue HoNoURABLE THE PRESIDENT: Then I have to rule it out of
order. I now put the question : -

¢« Tbat Item 7 down to entry No. 147 of the Schedule stand ‘part of the Bill."”
The motion was adopted, ’

Tre HoNouraBLE THE PRESIDENT: To entry No. 148 there is an
amendment* standing in the name of the Honourable Dr. Sir Dova Prasad
Sarvadhikary. I have to ask the Honourable Member whether the duties
whith he proposes to substitute will lead to an enhancement or not ?

.Tne HoNouraBLE DR. Sik DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY: A

reduction. .

THE HoNouraBLE THE PRESIDENT (to the Honourable Sir Charles
Innes): Is that agreed ? -

Tae HoNouraBLE SR CHARLES INNES: Yes, Si;.

TrE HoNoURABLE THE PRESIDENT : Then the Honourable Member
may move it.

. Tre HonourasLE Dr. SIR DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY : Asit
will lead to a reduction without the Government having the wherewithal to

meet the situation—since my scheme of distribution of bounties has not been
accepted—I shall not move the amendment.

Tue HoNourABLE THE PRESIDENT: Then I wilt put the question :
“ That entries Nos. 148 to 154 of the Schedule stand part of the Bill.”
The motion was adopted. .

_ Tre HonourasLE THE PRESIDENT: We will now take-clause 1. To
thisf two amendments have been moved. The first is in the name of the

Hénourable 8ir Umar Hayat Khan. 1t is to the cffect that the Act shall not -

apply‘ to the province of the Punjab. I donot think the Honourable Member

*That in paragraph 7 of the Schedule in the . d P " V tem No. 148 the
tollowing bo. sxbatiated im proposed Part VII for Item No. 148 the

“ 148, Iron or Steel Sheets under } inch thiock—

) Rs.
(a) not fabricated, black, ton . . .. 30
(b) fabricatéd, all qualities, ad valorem 15 por cent.

(¢) outtings, black, ad valorem . .. .. 15 per cent.
148(a). Iron or Steel Sheots under } inch but not under .y inch thick—
+ (a) not fabricated, galvanised, ton ... 45
(b) cuttings, galvanised, ad valorem ., . .+ 15 per cent.
1 (2) Tt shall not apply to the Provinee ¢ the, Panjab.” :

\
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can have studied the Tariff Act, for he will find that its chief aim is the imposi-
tion of duties at seaports. Unless he can convince me that the Punjab has a
seaport or some land frontier over which steel is imported, I am afraid his motion
will be out of order. .

Ture HonouraBrLkE CoroneL NAawas Sip UMAR HAYAT KHAN: I
only wish to say, Sir, that the rivers of the Punjab all flow into thp Arabian *
Sea. The Thames, where you-have ships coming into London, is nof any
bigger than the Indus. So, the Indus can be made navigable and it would be
possible for steamers to arrive in the Punjab by sea.

Tur HonourasLe TRE PRESIDENT: I am afraid the Honourable
Member has failed to convince me. I must rule his amendment out of order.

The next amendment stands in the name of the Honourable Mr. Dawn
and reads :
- “That clause 1 of the Bill be te-numbered ‘ 1 (Z)’ and the following sub-clause be
inserted, namely :—
(2) Tt shall not apply to the province of Burma.”
Tue HoNouraBLE Mr. W. A. W. DAWN (Burma Chamber of Commerce):
Sir, I riseto move the amendment standingin my name, namely, that :

*“ This Bill shall not apply to the Province of Burma .

It is embarrassing to one to be called upon to move an amendment which has
already failed to arouse enthusiasm in another place.

I tiust it may meet with a more favourable reception in this Council.

You are no doubt-a ware Burma is strongly opposed to the protection of the
steel industry. : S

Public opinion there is far from convinced.of its necessity, or advisability,

even in the case of India. : e
There is a general consensus of opinion that it is not wanted in, Burma.

The Burmese Chamber of Commerce, and the General Council of Burmese
Associations and Nationalist Party better known as the G. C. B. A. both bodies
representing Burmese opinion and the Burma Chamber of Commeree represent-
ing over 70 banks, firms and companies, all consider that should protection ofthie
steel industry be decided on, Burma ought to be excluded from the operation of
the Bill.

The Press in Burma shares the same views and the Government of Butma
has supported the claim. Under no circumstances can Burma derive any.
benefit from such & measure. .

She has no iron or steel industry of her own, nor is there the léast prospect
of one being started, for the necessary ore and coking coal have not been found.

Nor under protection can Burma expect to be a purchaser-of iron and
steel produced in India, because the present output of iron and steel in India is
only ahout. oie-eighth of the total quantity consumed, and it is reasonable to-
conclude that this output will be readily absorbed by markets nesrer the point -

\

of ‘manufacture 'than Burma,

Lt}
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Nationa! defence is one of the main grounds for introducing this Bill, but
here again Burma, separated by several days' sea journey, cannot hope to
benefit to any extent in this respect.

It is notorious that Burma is exccedingly backward in development as
compared With India, and it is generally held this backwardness is due to the
heavy drain India has made on her revenues.

Burma regards with envy the rapid development that has taken place in
her near neighbour MALAYA under a different system of government.

Burma is the largest of the Provinces and yet has only a paltry 1,600 miles
ofopen railwayout of 37,000 miles of the total open mileage in India and
Burma combined, or rather less than 44 per cent. "

Burma’s proper mileage in proportion to her arca would be about 4,800
miles.

Roads and buildings generally throughout the Province are indifferent and
inadequate.

.
There arc no trunk roads.
. Commumfmtmn between Lower and Upper Burma is dependent on the
river, and a single line of metre gauge railway.

The first is at best a slow method, and during the dry months de

lays from
the grounding of steamers are of frequent occurrence.

The railway with its many large bridges is subject every monsoon to floods
and washouts.

There is no alternative route.

. In spite of heavy contributions to Central Funds there has always been
difficulty in obtaining money for public works in Burma, and when sanctioned

ig]has been grudgingly given and projects have had to be carried out on the
cheap.

Burma has never been allowed to place herself in a position of equali
. . . ; uality, as
compared with India, in respect of her equipment, P 1 v

Now, thanks to a windfall derived from the so-called rice control profits,

she has the opportunity to hring her equipment more into line with that of-

other Provinces, and it is very mortifying to her with large schemes ready to
carry out and in contemplation, to be threatened with having to curtail,
postpone, or abandon some of them owing to the increase in cost that will
result from thg duties it is proposed to impose on steel. It is difficult to calcu-
late what Burma’s share of these imposts will amount to. Estimates vary from
8 to 15 lakhs and even more, but the outstanding fact is that if this Bill is
accepted, steel will become dearer throughout India and Burma.

The burden of excess payment will fall on the consumer, that is on the less
developed parts of India—in particular on Burma. The consumer in Burma
will be made to bhear additional taxation in order that the richer and better
developed areas, such as Bombay and Bengal, may rcap the benefit. I may
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remind the Council that Burma already makes an excessive contribution to the
Central Funds. ‘

Further, being less self-contained than India and having a higher standard
of living she pays over three times as much per head of the population through
the Customs, and considerably more than her pro rata share in income-tax,
super-tax, and salt revenue.

In addition the duty on her exports of rice to foreign countries, amounting
last year to a crore of rupees, goes to Central Funds. So far as I am aware
this contribution far exceeds in amount that provided by any other Province
under the same head. ‘

For lqng past Burma has felt aggrieved.
Rightly or wrongly she has considered herself neglected.

Perhaps it is not to be wondered at that the needs and desires of a country
so distant, with a people so distinct in race, religion, language, and customs,
should not always have received in India the attention which in Burma they
consider to be entitled to.

But if this has been so up to the present how much greater reason is there
for apprehension that in the future she will be quite overlooked, for it is highly
probable India will be too absorbed in her own political problems to have
inclination or leisure to devote to the affairs of a province so remote and
distinct as Burma.

And yet Burma would appear to be worthy of encouragement and sympa-
thetic treatment.

A member of the Retrenchment Committee has stated that he was impress-
ed during their inquiry with the fact that the truest form of economy for
Burma was not retrenchment, but the wise investment of more money.

The following figures justify this statement. Handicapped though she
has been in the past, nevertheless the trade of Burma has progressed, and in the
last 40 years—

her overseas trade has grown from .. 18 to 124 crores, and
her imports from .. . .. 8to 40 crores, and
the value of her rice surplus from .. 5 to 25 to 30 crores,

In claiming exclus‘on from the operation of the Bill before the Council, Burma,
T submit, is making a reasonable request, and one that in fairness should be
granted.

By granting it India has the opportunity of proving in a practical manner
that her interest in Burma is not limited to the amount of money that can be
squeezed out of her.

On the other hand, should Burma not be excluded from the operation of this
Bill, she will be greatly disappointed, and it is to be feared the sentiments of her
people, now awakening politically, and suffering from & sense of grievance,
will be still further estranged.
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Tre HoNOURABLE Mr. 8. VEDAMURTI (Burma : : Sir, a
the other Member who represents Burma in this( Co?na(':i.l (I*ellilil;:t)u;e tilr’if':
my support to the amendment that has been moved by t’he Honourable ng
Dawn. The reason is this. So far as Mr. Dawn is concerned. his path ié
clear. He represents the European Chamber of Commerce an’d thepEuro-
pean Chamber of Commerce has a definite opinion on this question. As for
me, I represent the general constituency of Burma, composed of Et.u'o cans
Indians, Burmese, Karens, Chinamen and other classes, and the mnnda& haﬁ:
gone forth from _the Indian community to me by telegram thatl I sﬂbuld
oppose the exclusion of Burma from the operation of this Bill. Well, Sir, so
far as thg Government of Burma, the European community alid the lilrr:T; -:e
community as represented in the General Council of Burmese associations :;re
concgmed, there is no doubt that they are anxious for the exclu(;’(i?on f that
province fromthe operation of this Bill. Now, it appears to m tallx) t t',l}iI
consumption of steel in Burma does not seem to be very great 0; ana .
age of three years, 1919-20, 1920-21, and 1921-22 by sea imp(;rte it is ;\(')%r(;
tons at an average value of Rs. 15} lakhs. The consumption of steel-oerl’u.nd
imports (all from Western Yunnan)-—is 3,000 tons worth Rs. 1 lakh. On th
whole the gross annual total is 10,000 tons worth Rs. 16} lakhs, The *n .
that are urged on behalf of exclusion seem to me these. A high im ;;ufl?oss
detrimental to the interests of the people. The enhancemengt of 111)1? r‘: ':1 te
fro§n 10 to 334 per cent would be tantamount to imposing on cultivpoto N z
reszdgntn in small towns additional taxation of at least Rs. 5 lakhs * N;‘s p
pression is that this is overdrawn. The enhancement the Gover ytlm;
Burma remark, would amount to the actual increase in,the im Lr(li1 Iy
the additional profit which importers would expect to reccive I:)(::'t rd 1}71“5
extra outlay on import duties. Then they say that what Burma \:In . t? N ,l:!“
present backward condition is & cheaper supply of steel ma.nufm':t;an mh n
any uvther provinee of India. Burma is now engaged in oon'structi‘: o ar:
feeder railways, and the protection that is to be afforded to steel wg lsgvem
only increase the cost of constructing these railways, but also throwol?ack Itll?t
¢onstruetive programmo. Again, it is argued that Burma will suff ls:
owing to her goographical position,—the distahce from Jamshed uret ?I'h
same Teason will apply to the distant places, such as the Pun'a.bp liadm.e
Kar_a.phx and other places. The steamer and railway frieghts, it i]s : ted .
Indian manufactured steel used in Burma amount to 25 to 30, _artgu f ’t(I)In
value of steel cr-manufactory. According to the Agent of tlﬁ:r l;::maoRaile
ways, in some cases the freight from Calcutta to Rangoon is as high as that.;
from Epgla.nd to Rangoon. The Burma Electric Company think ﬁhft Tata’s,
even wml} protection, will not be able to producé most satisfactoril t:i-ia; ;
of a spocial character such as lighting and tramway poles and stee)l' lt:‘:m "
rails. A high tariff duty will eventually mean increased tramway far v;;y
abandonmg'of tramway extension programme. Then again. i)t’. is :’uf l‘t.h :
the Tatas will never be able to capture the Burma market, and Wh tezt
an In@ian industry at the cost of the tax-payers in Burm’a ? Anot)l'l e u-
metrt is that for the petroleum industry the manufacturers in Indiael;::got

provide the special steel material required for its working, These are the: -

grounds on which Burma claims exclusion from the operation of the Bill ¥
admit that some of these grounds are very strong, but%;r;o: l:a;fe ?h: B| il I ‘

STEEL INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL. 899

of advantages over disadvantages J.should vote for the advantages. After

all, those who are asking for the extlusion of the province of Burma from the
.operation of the Bill are not rank Free Traders. Before the Fiscal Commission

the representatives of the Burma Chamber of Commerce and others asked for
protection for oil, for unfinished rice, for the tin industry and hides even.
So far as the steel industry is concerned, Mr. A. B. Ritchie, (now Sir A. B.
Ritchie) was asked :—

“ Would you really protect the industry if it is shown that it can support itself later
on?

A.—I would give protection only to set the industry onits feet.”

After all, we in Burma, the Indian portion at any rate, do not think that
Burms willbe benefited by exclusion from the operation of this Bill. My
impression is that Burma as a province of India has to hear the burden, for,
after all, it is not much. My impression is that the Honourable Sir Basil
Blackett put it at 8 or 9 lakhs of the total burden. So far as the Tariff Board
is concerned, it is really & matter for regret that they did not pay a visit to
Burma or examine any witnesses from that province. But even as matters
are, Burma, I understand, is appearing before the Tariff Board for protection
for her paper industry because she thinks she has only one paper mill, - On the
whole, I should think that I will not be in a position to support the amend-
ment that has been moved by the Honourable Mr. Dawn. :

Taz HoNourabLt Sie CHARLES INNES: The speeches of the last
$wo Members who have spoken remind me of a story that was once told im
another place. An Irishman was going slong & public road anid saw two.people
fighting, so he went up and said .Very,_ipoli,tely_,“‘ Is this a private fight or may
Ijoin n?” I mustconfess, speaking as 8 Member of Government, 1 have
a considerable measure of sympathy with Burme in this mather. - It is quité
true that Burma will have to pay for this protection policy of ours and it is
doubtful whether, at any rate in the immediate future, she is going to get very
much out of it. At the same time it is equally doubtful whether the burden
which is going to fall upon Burma is going to be as great as the Honourable
Mr. Dawn made out. ‘We have calculated the matter as carefully as we can,
and we find that the new import duties on iron and steel are hot likely to
increase the burden on the consymer in Burma by more than 8 or 9 lakhs of
rapees. ‘That brings me, Sir, to what is after all the main argument in this case.
We.are going in for a national policy, and it seems to me impossible that any
one province of India can contract out of that policy. Tt cannotsay, “Let other
people bear the burden of this policy as long as I do not pay myself.” I we
admit that principle, it is perfeetly obvious that the burden on the rest of the
country will be increased. It seems to me, Sir, that Burma, being what she
is, a part of the Indian Empire, must bear her share of the price which we'have
got-bo-pay for a policy which on national grounds we have decided upon.

X oppose;the amendment.
Ter Howourariy rHe PRESIDENT : The question is :
' Fhat clawse’d of the Bill be re-numbered * 1 (7)* and the following sub-clause by
insorted, namely. - v ‘ .
*(2) Tt shall not apply to the province of Burma.’ "

The motion was negatived.
M62C8
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Tre HonouraBLE THE PRESIDENT : The question is :

“ That clause 1 stand part of the Bill.”
The motion was adopted.

Tre HonourasLE THE PRESIDENT :  The question is :
" * That the Title and Preamble stand part of the Bill.”
The motion was adopted.

Tue HoNouraBLE Mr. D. T. CHADWICK : i
passed by the Legislative Assembly, be passed. 1 movo that the Bill, us

The principle and scope of the Bill have been fully discussed on the former

motion. No alteration has been made in any of the clauses, and I therefore
]

gee no ground for detaining the House any furt
Bill as passed by the Legisiative Assembl.g b:r; ;::éd,l beg to move that thq

Tae HoNOURABLE Rar Bamapur Lara RAM .
Non-Muhsmmadan) :  Sir, at this stage I rise to exsr‘:sl:iﬁr DAa% ! u(lzun]:g
Government for their taking this practical measure of protec%;rn eth' ess ’
steel industry of Indis, and I particularly congratulate the H. g rablo S
Charles Innes for his great tact, skill and ability i e Honourable Sir
through both Houses of the Central Legislature
to congratulate the Tariff Board who have achjev
that Government entrusted to them and which
ability, impartiality, skill and care.

I also take this opportunity
ed success in the great task
they carried out with great

Tre HoNoUrABLE Sarvip RAZA ALI ; (United ;
madan): 8ir, I associate myself with the i)r:\:iousllr;;lﬁgﬁﬂ.lﬂas;: Muham-
giatulations to the Honourable Commerce Me e Serong 00ns

: mb ]
just want to say a word or two on this the thirde;e:ggm th:f fhan%-BO"d' I
very brief, it appears to me, Sir, that commercial Opinign in t;ig 1‘151(;“'.[;;1;:

divided roughly speaking into two groups. :

European business men who to thegrcorzsof tﬁ?fﬁiﬁ?ﬁf l? represeated by
the next group we have our own countrymen, Indian bus'e ree traders. In
the other hand are strong protectionists. ~The rear seemsg ttl)n gssbmen, b
& peculiar group which is formed mostly of Government offi iil gty
of reasonable Europeans and Indians alike who take the vievcfj 1;11s . p.erhaps
sible for India to be gltl}er a wholly free trader or out-and-out 210 18 b
country. I believe it is this third group which is re By prote.ctlomst
Government officials that is entitled to be congratulated 11,) re:hented mainly by
successful passage of this Bill this afternoon. Sir, it i“y Ote country on the
matter to go into the respective merits of free trade versus not a very difficult
all the conditions of every country are peculiar, and it is j protection, but after
policy of that country not to take cognisance’ of those llizculiar diti 1
do not know what the fiscal policy of India 10 or 15 years hen P
but every careful observer who has given the qestion soms c? is going to be,
w_111 ﬁnd that at the present juncture the best policy for Indi ey thought
discriminate free trade or discriminate ia will be that of

to the same thing. protection, both of which after all come

n piloting this Bill successfully |

STEEL INDUSTIRY (PROTECTION) BILL. 901

I think a very bold experiment is being made this afternoon in the matter
of our fiscal policy, and I thinkall those who have worked hard to bring about
this result are entitled to our sincere congratulations. I support the Bill

" about to be passed into law,

Tur HoNouraBLE Si2 MANECKJI DADABHOY: Sir, T feel that
I cannot allow the final stage of this Bill to pass without making some observa-
tions. I entirely associate myself with what has fallen from my friend,
the Honourable Lala Ram Saran Das, in the matter of congratulating the
Government. This Bill, as I said in my remarks this morning, is a Bill of an
epoch-making character. It marks out & fresh line of policy in the legislative
history of this country. My Honourable friend, Sir Arthur Froom, said this
morning that the first act of the Labour Government was to abolish the
McKenna®luties, & certain class of protective duties in England. The first
Act of the Labour Government, as far as Indian legislation is concerned,
has been to support a protection Bill for the steel industry of India, and as
such our gratitude is due not only to the Government of India but to the
Secretary of State for upholding %his Bili,

Sir, I cannot allow this opportunity to pass without making reference
to the Honourable Sir Charles Innes.  Sir Charles practically has been the
father of this Bill. You have all read of the comments in English papers
and the speeches that were made in the House of Commons in connection with
this Bill, but Sir Charles has been true to his salt. The opposition there has
not shaken him a hair’s breadth from the standpoint taken up by him and from

* discharging his duty in introducing this Bill, and had it not been for his bold,

courageous and consummate piloting of this Bill we would never have achieved
success. ~ .

Sir, Government have been accused “ of spomsoring a measure which is
likely to have a disastrous effect on the economic policy of this country ”. I am
not using my own words. These words I borrow from a leading English paper
the “ Pioneer ”. Such is the opposition Sir Charles has had to meet in ccnnco-
tion with this Bill, the opposition also of numerous public bodies in India and
of the press. Despite all this' opposition Government have with singular
courage stood fast by the country. '

Sir, one word more and I have done. We are gomng to pass to-day a Bill
giving protection to the steel industry. I am not addressing this Council only,
but T am addressing a larger public. TheStateis going to spend 5 crores of
rupees in protecting the steel industry, and it now behoves the Jamshedpur
Steel Works, with which the great house of Tatas is intimately connected,
to do their part of the business. The grant of such a large sum by the country
makes it obligatory on their part to practise the strictest economy, and to
‘manage the business on the strictest business lines for the development of the
industry, The Tariff Board has exonerated the house of Tata from inefficient
management and from other contributory causes leading to the present unsatis-
factory state of affairs ; but thereisa large consensus of adverse public opinion
on the:subject. It behoves them therefore, to set their house in order as soon
‘a8 possible, and I appeal to one of the directors who is present here and who
’has the honour of being a Member of this House, that he and his brother
directors shall see that the money now sanctioned is properly used.
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And to the Government I also appeal in the name of the tax-payiné

ublic. 3
public. Government have not done their duty in passing this legislation -

only. In i i

beli'};ve o :2;11(; ggx:x}]ltnes_ where protective legislation has been passed

e Goverma ave insisted on the periodical examination of the rect;l’ds
e protected industry by their own Auditors, and have also

insisted on the appointment i i urpo
. : of their n i
of watching the interests of the public ta.(::x-l]l)l:;zras " dirctor for tho purpose

A
oo b ilp Z};z zzrze;g a;;peal to the (?ovemment that as public money is going
ot o o 8 Ve ;I{tigfﬁz?i e:;‘tcnt l?t the ?lex't three years, and it is probable
. hiereafter, they should i
b y should exer
f superintendence and control to safeguard the interests of tc‘,;ls: ti(;?a;:mg

Tue HoNouraBLE CoroNeL N. UMAR

5 AwWAB SIR HA :
BI:(’!a:l[l s:tsl:nddgg congratulate the Government on passing thisY “}3?11 K}V{’%N?
Because vg’ice ing 8o the country at large wBuld come to know that the ZN'
eyl thesch ere. dIi;_wx]l be beneficial for them because when the; havI: to
pay all the the'ea,\ry duties, this will serve as an eye-opener to themyand the,

will zealise 1 bx: i};;);t;:g ;ngatilzlxe fulmtl:i‘;n ?(nd raise their voice when such dutie§
poor people, and it is for this purpose thaﬁ 20:;1}';:\]:1!:1:? ﬂtlhem 'Hggzi {;)1: g:

., Passage of this Bill. * .

[9TH JUNE 1924..

-

Tee Honourasiz tae PRESIDENT : Does the Honourablla Member

in charge wish to reply %
Tee HONOURABLE MR. ' :
No, Sir. ® W D T. CHADWICK (Commerce Secretary) :
Tee Honourasre THE PRESIDENT : The question is : . .

 That the Bill to provide for the fosteri
British India, as passed by the Legislative An;;gmal‘:llg. g:vsl:‘p::’uzx’xt of the steel industry fn

The motion was adopted.

RESOLUTION RE POSTPONEMENT OF DIS
o COMMISSION'S REPORT. 0" OF THE LEE

HE HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT : Norma NE TR
Council till to-morrow to take up the Resdlntiozg:n::i]x{dia;lilg“tlfe ;i]rzumf :llip
: e of the

Honourable Dr. 8ir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary, but I understand that there is o
3 e 18 &

possibility that the Honourable Memb: ig
matter. g ermber may not wish to proceed with the
Tae Honourasie Mr. J. CRERAR (Home Secretary): Sir it
. VI ’ may

expedite the business of the House if, with your permission, I.make
s ki . bﬁﬂf
# Thig Council recommends to the Governor Geners! in Counotl— l
(a) that the Council mey be given an opportunity of discussing the \
of the Lee Commission ; recommendesions
(b) that, owing to the shortness of the time at the disposal of. th -
cussion be allowed at the September-Obtober seesion ofe Councdj, the gis.
(c) that, pending guch discussion, the’ Right Honourable the | the Councl, - ang
Tndia be requested not o take any action on the m;‘:"hry of Btte for
Commission.” MB«
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statoment, the substance of which I have already privately communicated to
my Honourable and learned triend. The Government of India would be quite
prepared to accept this Resolution if it were moved. That being the situation,
I think the House will agree that any further discussion in this House at the
present stage would be infructuous. I wmerely desire to explain that the
consideration of the Report by the Government of India and by the Local
Governments must of necessity proceed. I must also recall the attention of the
Housé to the statement which I made on May the 27th to the effect that the
Secretary of State and the Government of India are of opinion that whatever
measures of relief recommended by the Lee Commission may be finally sanc-
tioned should have effect, as recommended by the Commission, from the 1st of
April 1924, Subject to these two explanations, Government, as I say, are
preparecf to accept the propositions contained in my Honourable friend’s
Resolution. This statement conveys the assurance that no orders will be

passed upon the recommendations contained in the Report until this House

has had a further opportunity of discussing it at the September session.

Tur Howouranie Dr. Sir DEVA PRASAD SARVADHIKARY:
Sir, on the assurance given and having regard to the statements made by the

Honourable Mr. Crerar, I do not wish to move the Resolution at this stage.

I understand it will be open to this House to discuss the recommendations of
when it assembles in September.

the Lee Commission on the merits
Tre HonourasLe THE PRESIDENT :  Does the Honourable the Leader
of the House wish to make any statement about future business.
Tue HoNoURABLE Dr. Mian St MUHAMMAD SHAFI (Law Member) ¢
This concludes the business of the June sittings. ‘

Tue HonouvranLk Sir ARTHUR FROOM .(Bombay Chamber of Com-

merce): May I ask, Sir, whether the Stamp Act has been taken into considera-

tion !
Tur HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT: This Council concurred in the
amendment made by the Assembly and that matter has been disposed of.

Is the Honourable the Leader of the House in a position to say when we
shall meet again ?

Tar HoNoURABLE Dr. MIaN Sir MUHAMMAD SHAFI: Some time in
September, Sir. The date will be communicated,

Trg HoNOURABLE DR. DWARKANATH MITTER (West Bengal : Non-
Muhammadan) : Will it be in the early part of September or later on

Tuz HovourasLE Dr. Mian Sk MUHAMMAD SHAFI: Iamnotas yet
in a position to say anything definitely at present.

ourasLe THE PRESIDENT : There being no further business

Tue Hon L
adjourned to a date and time to be notified

hefore the Council, I declare it
hereafter,

The Council then adjourned sine die.
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Motion to pass . . . . . . . ’ . 800
Adopted . . . . . .
b0 t i . 797:98
BIRTg;)nA{;&Eﬁ;Vg&?:%t)O tho Honourable the President and t{le Honourable
the Revd. Dr. E. M. Macphail on —— conferred on them.
BLACKETT, THE MONOURABLE SIR BasiL—
Steel Industry (Protection) Bill— . 885
Consideration of clauses . . . . .
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“ BRITISH SOLDIER(S)— ) . - . -85
" Quc;tion re saluting of Indian officers by ~—==- -
~BurMA Om CoMpANY—
' See under ¢ Petrol .
“sBUSINESS— _
*® See under ** Statament of Business ”,
.M. S.D.— ) )
BUT?:&:::J;.‘;?;: ;Hnﬁ?fym_-—k of his appointment a8 President of Coun 741
ail of State. . . . . ' 74:-:;
fhi . . . . . ) : ;
(1)1:;)}11; ibg(r) ———ce to congratulations offered o him . .
C
io idge, —— . 752-53
CALO&::;ion re construction of the Howrah Bridge, : : e
Question re firing of time-gun .« °
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GOVERNOBR-GENERAL—
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Indian Coinage (Amendment) Bill, and
Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Bill.
Question re action taken by the —— in regard to Resolutions in respect
of obscene publications and the use of white lead.
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Question re ratification or non-ratification of Resolutions adopted by
international bodies.
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HowraH BrRIDGE— ‘
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I
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IMMIGRATION-—
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KARANDIRAS THE HONOURABLE Mgr. R. P.—contd.

Question re Bombay Excise Committee’s report

Question re British Guiana Colonisation Scheme

Question re Colonies Committeo .

Question re Cotton Cess Collections . . . . . . .

Question re Director of the Research Laboratory under the control of
the Central Cotton Cess Committoe.

Question re equality of status for Indians in the Colonies and in foreign

countries,

Question re Governor General’s powers re ratification or non-ratification
of Resolutions adoptod by international bodies.

Question re instructions to India’s delegates to tho Assembly of the
League of Nations,

Ql;;a%;;ion re names of Members of Joint Committee on Tndian Sucoession

i1l

Question re opium and liquor traffic . . . .

Question re progress of the Plant Breeding Insti tuto at Indore

Question re publication of the specches of India’s -r presentatives to the
Fourth Session of the League of Nations.

Question re Reforms Inquiry Committee . . . . . .

Question re road allowance of Indian and Europe n officers of the Uni-
versity Training Corps, Bombay.
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the monthly returns of cotton goods produced in Indian mills.

Question re Tariff Board’s Report . . . . . .

Statement in connection with the Lee Commission’s Report on the
superior sorvices in India.

Stecl Industry (Protection) Bill ——
Motion to consider . .
Consideration of clauses .
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Question re attendance of —— students at comps 78384
PosTaL Starr— -
Questions re grant of house rent allowancoes to the —— Rangoon 831—32
Pnn%;mm,tnl? HoNOURABLE THE— |
ngratulations to —— and the Ho bl ‘
Col:ld::;r)::llxlaﬁ Bti;t:zﬁia%r{ Honours cux:}g:r:;l o%ttlfel}fwm"d Dr- B M. 7708
. 8 e Houso for the congr ions i
EXPTeBSxon‘:‘of rogret at tho death o;es(i‘?lfl{);lﬁ:é:!tx“;\r{ﬁl?l?: wd to i 08
8ec under ** Butler, tho Honourable Mr. M. 8. D. "’ ! e
PrIvaTE SECRETARY TO H. E. THE V. |
_ .E. I0K —_ |
Question re Muhammadans in the E » Orien o8 ! i1
8
PROTECTION— .
Question re —— of the oil-cloth and imitation leather cloth industries 813
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Question re retrenchments on the North Western Railway . .
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PROVINOE(S)— _—
Question re revenue and expenditure of —- on the 3rd January 1921 . 809
ProviNciaL EXPENDITHRE—
Question re expansion of —— between the 3rd Jannary 1921 and the 810
31st Decomber 1923.
- Provincian LoaN(s)—
See under ** Loan(s) *".
R
Ram(s)—
Question re tribal —-~ on British Tndia 829
°
RaLway(s)—
Question re conversion of the Kohat-Thal and Kalabagh-Bannu-Tonk 817
lines into broad gaugo —— . .
RaM Sanax Das, Tnr HoNoURABLE RAT BAHADUR Lata~—
Discussion on the question of fixing the date when the Steol Industry 821
(Protection) Bill, as passed by the Logislative Assembly, should be
taken into considoration.

INDIAN (STROIFIED INSTRUMENTS) SFAMP Brur—- '
Motion to agroe to the amendment made by the Logislative Assom- 8356
bly.

Pr)(;posed appointmont of a Joint Committee on the Stecl Industry 773
(Protection) Bill. .
Question re comparison betweon the pricos of petrol sold by the 830-31
Attock Oil Coy. and the Burma Oil Coy.
(Question re construction of metalled roads in the North West Fron- 830
tier Province and in North Eastern Baluchistan —— .
Question re conversion of the Kohat Thal and Kalabagh-Bannu 817
Tonk lines into broad gauge railways.
Question re cost of maintonanco of metalled military roads .in
Southern Waziristan and Kurran. , 8278
Question re dato of completion of the Khyber Railway . . 816—17
Question re development of the fruit industry in the North-West 816
Frontier Province.
Question re duties on tribal chiefs in receipt of Government allowan- 828
ces.
Quostion re Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Indians employed in 814
the traffic control system of tho North Western Railway.
Question re examinations for Station Masters . . .o 817—18
Question re fruit cultivation in the North-West Frontier Province 815-——13
Question re import of South African coal and export of Indian coal 829—3
during 1923. . 514
Question re Indian vecruits for the Military Dairy Department 81 p
Question re Indian Station Mastors on the North Western Railway 81
drawing above Ra. 300 2 month. . » 827
Question re mileage and cost of upkeep of roads in British
Baluchistan and Seistan. ) . é16
Question re prospecting liconses for petroleum in Moghalkote in the
Shirani country. Lo 13
Question re protection of the oil-oloth and imitation leather cloth 8
industries. .
Question re refusal of s King's Commission or a Viceroy's Commis- 817
sion to Mr. Mohan Sundar Das. 41415
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Queostion re rules relating to the grant of allowances to tribal chiefs
Question re running of military dairies at & profit

Question re selection or nomination by (fovernment of-tribai chiefs
Question re tribal raids on British India

Questionre visitors from tribal areas to the settled districts of the
North-West Frontier Province during the winter season.

Question re watch on the movements and activities of tribad visi.
tors to the settled districts of the North-West Frontier Province,

RarN@ooN—
Question re grant of house rent allowances to the postal staff in —. |

Raza Arr, THE HONOURABLE SATYID—

Congratulations to the President on his appointmént as President of tho
Council of State.

INDIAN (SPRCIFIRD INSTRUMBNTS) STAMP Brip—
Motion to consider .

M(Lfiion to agree to the am.(mdm;'mt mado b3.7 the i.cgisll;tive Aaaem
y

Quest:ion (Supplementary) re abolition of ‘the sugar tax in-Fifi.
Question re correspondence betwoen Mr. Satyamweti and the Seo-

rotary of State for India, about the aholition of communal repro-
sentation, |

Qucestion re introduction of political or administrative changes in
0org. :
Question (supplementary) e Muhammadan Cashiers in Depart. ‘
ments under the Government of India. |
Question re number of Indians killed and injured in the riots at :
George Town, British Guiana., l
Question (Supplementary) re recent riots in British Guiana, . . l

Question re transfor of cortain territories from the United Provinees ;
to Bihar and Orrisa, :

Statement in connection with the' Loe Commission

’s Report on the
superior services in India.

REFORM(8)— !

Question re appointment of Departmental Committeo to examino the '
working of the — —,

Question re Committee on constitutional —— |

Rerorue INQUIRY COMMITTER— :
See under ** Committee '’.

REPORT(S)—

Question re Bombay Excise Committee 's ——
Question re Tariff Board's ——.

RESOLUTION(S)—
Question re action taken on —— adopted by the.Contral Legialature .
during the Delhi Session of 1924. ‘
—— re discussion of the Lco Commission’s Report . . . .
Question re Governor General ’s powers re ratification or non-ratification
of —— adopted by international bodies.
~—— reremoval of the import duty on sulphur .

PacE.
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813
828
829
82829

829

83132

743—44

715
835—36

795
819
769
810
769

792
758

772

163—66
767

783
78283
785—88

902—03
763

798—802
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Roaps— . _ . 430
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Province and in North-eastern Baluchistan. ) 82728
Quest;:rr rcuc?ost of maintenanco of metallod military —— in Southern
Wazirlstan and Kurram. : .,
. e : 8
Question re mileage and cost of upkeep of — in British Baluchistan
and Seistan.
——-s of i 84
Rma:::t?c:xﬁon( ) of Indian and Kuropean officers of the Univers@y i
Training Corps, Bombay.
SACCHARINE— ; . o . 700
uestion re¢ price of — . .o . . . 70
QQuestion re smuggling of —— into India . . . . .
| : of —— 752
su&&wstiou re appointment off agents for the salc of s
i yresent price o . . . . ' -
3§:::;g;: :Z Isa.lo of rook and Sambhar Lake — . . . . -—52752
Question re speculation in —— . . . . ‘
) ae HoNouRaBLE Dk. Sir Drva Prasap— , 024
: mv:{;x;::: 4;{'1;, date for the discussion of the Loo Commission :1 Reg)ofr:h; ot
Congratulations to the President on his appointment as Progident o
il of State. . ; y
Exprgz:izg of r:agret at the death of Sir Ashutosh N’[ukhan;' . 66-—69073
Postponement of discussion of the Lee Commissiqp's Repo . ;iustry 774
Proposed appointment of a Joint Committee ok the Steel In
ip Bn:;d tion for Haj pilgrims in Bombay ~ . . 789-%
i ommodation for Haj p! n | : . » .
%32::;3:11 :2 :,;‘;ertisement for Mechanioal or Civil Engineer for the Forest|
Research Institute, Dehra Dun. . a19
Association . .
estion re appeal from the Jamshedpur Labour ¢ S B
%:estion :ﬁ aggzintment of a Departmental Committee to examine 53—
working of the Reforms. s . } 19
Question re concessions for working iron oresin India . . . 52—
Question re construction of the Howrah Bridge, (?alogttfn IR 752—-55-—56
Question re consumption of ateel and steel ma:oenals in India . o . :
Question re discussion of the Lee Commission’s Report i the Couno 96—9
State.
Question re firing of Time-gun, Calcutts . E . . .

74648
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Queatgons re New Ganges Canal ~ . . .. . . . ‘ 74951
guesgon ((%uppllementtzry))re opium and liquor traffic . . . ' 788890
uestion (Supplementary) re protection of the oil-cloth imitation |
leather cloth industries. cloth and imitation 1 813
Question (Supplementary) re recent riots in British Guiana. 79293
Question re recommendations of the Indian Bar Committec _;4()
Question re sleoper contracts for the North Western Railway 1
g.esolution é'e removal of the import duty on sulphur . 801—282
tatement by the Le y ‘otection) 506
l;xlxﬁn y the Leader of the House re the Steel Industry (Protection) ‘ 80
Statement in connection with the Less (ommission’
superior sorvices in Tndio. € mission’s Report on the ¢ 772
SrrEL INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) Binrn—
Motion to consider . .
Consideration of clauses . 880 ggf.;:zl
883, 884,
886, 887,
888, 889,
SaryAmurTI, MR~ 800—A1
Question re correspondence between —— and the Sceretary of §
2 co Nee Stat
India about tho abolition of communal reprosenmti:n:y of Statofor 819
Sncnsmny OF STATE FOR INDIA—
uestion re correspondence botween Mr. Satyamurti
or. - Satyamurti and the —-about,
the abolition of communal representation. " ot | 8o
SEISTAN—
Ques;i:)él re mileage and cost of upkeep of roads in British Baluchistan 827
Sm'ngi.u, THE HoNoUrRABLE MR. Puirozr C.—
scussion on the question of fixing the date when the Steel Ind
T G f try 82223
{Protection) Bill, as passed by the Legislative Asse ould
taken into consideration, gislative Assembly, should be
Disoussion on the statement by the Leader of the H 3
Industry (Protection) Bill. ouso r¢ the Stool 80
Question re Committee on constitutional Reforms . . 767
Question re establishment by a Swedish Company of mateh factories ix.\ 83334
India. ‘ . :
Quest?on re franchise for Indians in Coylon . . . . 832--33
Ques;gg?; re language obligation under Tanganyika Ordinance No. 10 of . 767
Question re price of saccharine . . . . . 790
Quest.ion re smuggling of saccharine . . . 790
Question re transfer of Aden to the Colonial Office . c 833
Question re votes on the Electoral Rolls of the Legislative Assombly 76768
Suarr, THE Honovmnn:. Dr. MiaN S1R MURAMMAD— | .
Congratulations to the Honourable the Prosident on hi i —42
O Council of Stato ) is nppmn\tmcut s | 741
797—0K
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Discussion on the question of fixing the date when the Steel Industry 822
(Protection) Bill, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, should be o
taken into consideration. )

Proposed appointment of a Joint Committec on the Steel Industry 773
(Protection) Bill. ) .

Statoment by ——— re the Stoel Industry {Protection) Bill . 806

Statement of Businoss for Friday, the 30th May, 1924 . . 779

StreL INpusTry (Proreorion) Bt~
Cousidoration of clauses . 833, 899

Samant Country— .

Question re prospocting licenses for petroloum in Moghalkote in the —— 816
SinoH, TuE HONOURABLE SARDAR CHARANTIT—-

Resolution re romoval of the import duty on sulphur . . 802
SinnA, TuE HONOURABLE LALA SUKHBIR—
Discussion on thoe statement by the Leader of the House re the Steel 805—06
Industry (Protection) Bill.
Quostion re appointment of agents for thosale of salt . - 752
Question (Supplomentary) re Bombay Excise Committee's Report 783
Quostion re present priccofsalt . . . . .« 162
Quostion re sule of rock and Sembhar Lake salt e e 75152
Question re speculation in salt . . . . . . . 752
Question re watering of the Chandni Chowk Road, Dethi . . . 745—46
SLeerEr CONTRAOTS~—

Question re —— for the North Weswm Railway = . . . . 751
SMUGULING—

Question re ——— of saccharine into India . . . . . . 790
SouTi RHODESIA— o,

Question re proposed restriction of Indian immigration into —— . 795
SourHgrN WAZIRISTAN— .

Question e cost of maintenance of metalled military roads in ~— and 327—28

Kurram. '
STATEMENT oF BUSINESS-—
for Friday, the 30th May, 1924 . . . . . 719
—— for Thursday, the 5th June, 1924 . . . . . 802—03
STATEMENT(S) LAID ON THE TABLE—
—— fe carringe of mails by water . . . . . . 768—69
e contributions niado by the Government of Indis to consular 797
gorvices maintained by England in various countries.
showing members of tho Indian Civil Sorvice holding posts of | 769—70
Deputy Sccretarios and Secroturies in the Government of India.
STATION MASTER(S)—
Question re examination for —— . . 817-~18
815

Quostion re Indian —— on the North Western Railway, drawing above
Ra, 300 a month.

M106LD,



20 i INDEX.
PAGE.
S—contd. —_—
STEEL AND STEEL MATERIALS—
Question re consumption of ——in India . . 75656
STEEL INDUSTRY (Pi.o'rno'non) Boin—
See under * Bill§ .
STENOGRAPHER(S)—
Question re Muhammadan Superintendents, clorks and omployed 811
in the offices under tho Government of India. .
STUDENT(S)—~— N =
Question r¢ attendance of Poona —— at camps L. " 783—84
SuGAR—
Question re abolition of the —— in Fiji . - 794—95
SULPHUR— ¢
Resolution re removal of the import duty on —— 708802
S UPERINTENDENT(8)— .
Question re Mubammadan , clorks and stenographers employed in 811
offices under the Government of India. ‘
Swepisg COMPANY— ) )
Question re establishment by a —— of matceh Ingtories in India . 833—34
. ']V
TANGANYIKA—
Question re grievances of Indians in —— . 793
Question re —— ordinances . . . . 793
Question e ~—— Traders Licensing Ordinance . 703
TANXGANYIKA ORDINANCE, 1923—
See under * Language Obligation .
TArwyy BoARD— )
Question re —— 's Report . . . . . . . 782—83
TAXATION—
Question re improvement of financial posision of Provinces by —— or by 809
retrenchment up to the end of Decemher 1923
TERRITORIES— \
Question re transfer of certain ~—— from the United Provincees to Bihar 7568
and Orissa.
TuoMpPSON, THE HONOURABLE MR. J. P.— .
Statement '(la.id on the table) re contributions made by the Government i 7917
of India to the Consulax Services maintained by England in vaiious ;
* countries,
TIME-GUN, CALCUTTA—
Question re firing of —— . . . T746—48
TRADER(S)— . .
Question re Tanganyika —— Licensing Ordinance 703
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TraFFIc CONTROL SYSTEM— ‘
Question re Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Indians employed in the —— - 814
of the North Western Railway.
*
TRIBAL AREAS— ) '
Question re visitors from the —— to the districts of the North-West 828—29
Frontier Province during the winter season.
TriBaL CHIEFS—
Question re duties of —— in receipt of Government allowances . . 828
Question re rules relating to the grant of allowances to — . . - 828
Questidh re selection or nomination by Government of — . . 828
TrIBAL VISITORS— '
Question re watch on the movements and activities of ——to the 829
gettled distriots of the North-West Frontier Province.
. U
Umar Havat Kuax, THE HONOURABLE COLONEL NAwAB SIR-—
Congratulations to the President on his appointment a8 President of the 743
Council of State. .
Discussion on the question of fixing the datc when the Steel Industry . 820
(Protection) Bill, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, should be
taken into consideration.
Discussion on the statement by the Leader of the House re the Steel 806
Industry (Proteotion) Bill. )
InptaN SoLpiErs LiTiGaT ¥ (AMENDMENT) BiLr— >
_Motion to consider . . . . . . . . . 776117
Question re removel of the import duty on sulphur . . o ' 801
SteeL INpUsPRY (PROTEOTION) BILL— .
Motion to congider . . . . . . . . . 856—61
Uxrrep PROVINCES— ' o
Question re transfer of certain territories from the —— to Bihar and %8
Orissa. B
Usitvessity TRAINING CORPS— ) . )
Question re attachment of officers of the —— Bombay to regular unité 78485
for purposes of instruotion. : » L
Question re road allowanoces of Indian and European officers of the —— ¥ % 784
Bombay. &
UsMAN SaiB BAHADUR, THE HoNoURABLE KHAN BAHADUR S.M.V.M.—
Discussion on the question of fixing the date when the Steel Industry 820
(Protection) Bill, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, should be
taken into consideration.
Oaith of Office . . v . . . N 741
VEBDAMURTI, THE HONOURABLE MR. 8.— .
Congratulations to the President on his appointment as President of the 744
Council of State. ‘ :
Queation re houge-rent allowances for the postal staff In Rangoon . 831—32
SreEL InpustryY (PROTEOTION) BILL -~
89899

Consideration of clauses = . . S . . . .
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VioEroY'’s CoMMISSION—
See under “ King’s Commission ",

VoTers— ' s i
Question re —— on the electoral rolls of the Legislative Annmbly :

w
WaeaT, INDIAN—

Question re adulteration of ~— . .

WHITE LEAD— : e
Question re action taken by Government in regard to Resolutions in
reapect of obscene publications and the use of —-.
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