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V.

VisAYARAGHAVACHARIAR, TeB Hon'sre C.—
Asked questions regarding—
Agricultural Banks, opinions on Mr. Nicholson’s reports on, .. N . . e 242
Civil Surgeoncies, number of, in the presidency ; desirability of permanently reserving
certain, to the officers of the Uncovenanted Medical Service e e . .
Coonoor Police, complaints in the Nulgiri News regarding the, and action taken by the
Police ; pay of Chief Inspector Mr. Bhortt and landed property held by him .. .. 67
District Magistrates (Salem, Malabar, &e.), circulars of, to the Sub-Magistrates directing
them to wait upon the Superintendent of Police, and regarding their mode of addressing
him ., . . . .- . . . v . . .. 5.6,118-114
Forests, extension of limits of reserved areas; publication of proposals ré comstitution
into resexved forests of lands in excess of maximum area, regulation of goat-
browsing e . o . .. . v o .o
, prosecutions uader the Forest Act for being in possession of forest produce and the
use of section 56 of the Act by Magistrates ; proposal to alter that section .., 121
, restrictions on the felling of valuable trees on unreserved lands; abolition of the .
distinetion between classified and unclassified trees .. . .. oo 120
, prohibition of grazing in an excessive portioa of the reserved areas near railways. 119
Grazing fees, levy of uniform rates of, instead of differential rates ordered in 1890, in the
case of agricultural cattle o . S . .. .. . 119-120
Kuppuswami Aiyar, M.R.Ry. C. G., appointment of, as Subordinate Judge.. . .. 5
Local Fund Engineer, Anauntapur, the inviting of applications from passed Indian candidates
before sanctioning the appointment of, made by the President .. 241
, Cuddapah, appointment og a European to the post of, in preference

123
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to a Native . .. . .. . . o .. 241
Malabar, rules regulating the transit of timber in, establishment of timber tannahs in
South Malabar; levy of fees for the registration of property marks . . .. 1-8
Medical College, desirability of placing the Indian Assistants to the Professors of the
Madras. on a better footing with regard to pay and status o ‘e . .. 128
Medical Department, scheme for the improvement and increase of ‘ indigenous medical
men”’ . 15,

Military Assistant Sux.-éeons,. exclusion of the Natives of India from competition for the
appointments of, branch of the Indian Subordinate Medical Department, Madras Com-

mﬂ.nd, &e. .. . .. .s e . . . . X} . . 122
Negapatam Riots, causes of the, &e. e . .o o o o .- e W5
— . Salt Office Burglary Case, remarks of the Head Assistant Magistrate, Tanjore,

in connection with the, .. . ‘e . . . . . . e 242
Nelson, Mr. 8. A., number of lectures to be delivered by, according to the contract o 122
Yolice, articles on the vagaries of mufussal, in the Madras Stenderd, &e. ., e . 6
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India on the subject of the adjustment of the, . o e .. . .. 7
Railways, South Indian Railway, administration and use of the, Fine Fund . .. 116

——South Indian Railway, pupers showing the conditions on whicke the Government
manages the, for the company 115

provision of latrine accommodation at important stations on the Madras Railway
for first and second class European passengers . . .. ve . 944
South Indian Railway, third class reserved compartments for women in the,  116-117
South Indian Railway, non-employment of Indians who have received a Univer-
sity education on the, &e. .. . .. v ., - 117-118
Salem, scheme for working the iron ores of, . . .o s e . .. 2438

QUESTIONS.

The Hon'ble MGHAMMAD SHARIF KBAN Banapur :—

XVIIL (a) Were exhibitions previously held in this Presidency as in other
parts of India, and if so, what was the date of the last exhibition ? ’

- (b) Have there been any special reasons why such exhibitions were stopped
by Government, seeing that they serve useful purposes ? »

The Honw'ble My. Stokes :—

XVIIIL (z) Yes. The last Agricultural Exhibition was held on the 20th and
- 21st February 1890.
(6) The Hon’ble Member is referred to paragraph 21 of the published
orders of Government—G.0., No. 515, Revenue, dated 4th July -
1890 —on the report of the Agricultural Committee appointed
in 1888.

The Hon’ble MvHaMMAD SHARIF KHAN BAHADUR :—
XIX. () In what particular district are Government loans largely availed of
by ryots, and how many applications were received ‘ast year in that district ?

() What was the average period required for the disposal of each, and
what was the longest period required ?

. (¢) Is special establishment maintained in each district in connection with
loan grants? :

The Howble Mr. Stokes :— .

XIX. (z) The latest particulars available are to be found in the Jamabandi
: Report for the year ending June 1695, to which the Hon’ble
Member is referred. R

(3) No information is available.

(¢) No. Special loan establishments are entertained when the work
cannot be got through by the ordinary revenue establishments.

The Hon’ble MunaMmap SHARIF KHAN BAHADUR :—

XX. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the ,correspondence
between the Madras Government and the Government of India regarding the reduction
of provincial contracts ? :

The Hon'ble Mr. Bliss :—

, XX. The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer on the same subject, given
to the Hon’ble . Vijayaraghavachariar. '

The Hon’ble Mumauuap SHARIF KaN BAHADUR :—

L XXI As by the adoption of small measures of encouragement, primary educa-
tion has advanced -drongst Muhammadans, will it not be desirable to undertake
a;mﬂar steps to promote higher education amongst them? = °



QUESTIONS.

The Hon'ble Mor. Grose :—

XXI. Considering that public funds last official year bore 64 per cent. of
the entire cost of Muhammadan education the Government cannot
admit that only ‘small measures of encouragement’ have been
.adopfed. The number of scholarships actually awarded to Muham-
madans last year was greatly in excess of the number allotted to
them at the beginning of the year as their fair proportion in justice
to the claims of other sections of the community. To ensure that
their interests shall not be lost sight of a certain number of scholar-
ships in high schools and colleges is set apart for Muhammadans as
the Honourable Member will'see if he peruses the Government séholar-
ship notification published in the Fort St. George Gazetée of 19th
January 1897, Government has also sanctioned the payment to
the children of Carnatic Stipendiaries who are very poor of ssholar-
ships-equal to twice the amount of the school or college fees. Mu-
hammadans are admitted to all grades and classes of institutions
under public management at half ‘the standard rates of fees. The
Government is at a loss to know what further measures can be
adopted to promote the higher education of Muhammadans.

The Hon’ble MuzaMMaD SHARIF KHAN DAHADUR :—

XXII. («) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the protest
made at a public meeting by Mr. G. Ganapathy Iyer, Deputy Collector of Sulem,
and reported in the Madras Stundard of thé 13th December last, to the effect that
the Government ought not to afford any fagilities to Muhammadans ?

(6) Do the rules regulating the conduct of public- servants tolerate such
political utterances at public gatherings by subordinate otlicers ? '

The Hon'ble Mr. Price :—

XXII. (2) The Government ‘has now perused the passage referred to, and
finds that, according to the report; the so-called protest alluded
to was not made by M.R.Ry. Ganapathi Aiyar at all, but by
another gentleman who is not a Government servant. ‘

(b)) No such utterances having, so far as appears, been made, this
question requlres no answer.
The Hon’ble MuHaAMMAD SHARIF KHAN BAHADUR :—

XXIII. What is the number of Brahmin officials in the Salem district drawing
a salary of Rs. 50 and upwards ?

The How’ble Mr. Bliss :—
XXI1I. The Hon’ble Member is referred to the various establishment lists,

which, if he cannot procure them elsewhere, 'he can inspect in the

. Government Office.

The Hon’ble MUHAMMAD SHARIF'KHAN BAHADUR :—

XXIV. Did the Government ever draw the attention of the Heads of Depart-
ments to watch against the predominance of the above class in public offices, if 'so,
when and under what circumstances ? AN

Thornton, I.C.S., Mr., p
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QUESTIONS.

The Honw'ble Mr. Price :— ,
_XT. The practice is that the member should repeat the question if he still
desires the information, and the Government does not see any sufficient’
reason to depart from the practice. : '

The Hon’ble MuaamMMap SHARIF KHAN BAHADUR :— 0
XII. Will the Government be pleased to supply to the members of the Legis-
lative Council Government reviews and administration reports of the different
departments ?

The Honble My. Price — o .
XII. The Hon’ble Member is referred to G.0., No. 44, Legislative, dated 31st
May 18953 on the subject of the supply of official papers to un-official
members of the Legislative Council, a copy of which will be furnished

to him,

~ The Hon'ble MUHAMMAD SHARIF Knaxy BaAHADUR :—
* " XIII. Has the attention of Government be¢n drawn to the general appreciation
expressed by the local press of the work of the Legislative Councils, and does the
Government contemplate holding the meetings oftener in deference to the public
wish ? :

The Hon'ble Mr. Price :—

XIII. The Government has segn crticles in the local press to the effect stated.
Meetings of the Council cannot be held more frequently than is
required by the exigencies of legislative business.

The Hon’ble Musammap SHARIF KHAN BAHADUR :—

XIV. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state (1) the number of assessees
of income-tax in Madras, Bellary and Selem districts, and (2) the number of objection
petitions put in, rejected for lapse of time or want of systematic accounts, and disposed
of in camps last year ? o _ -

(5) Is there any objection to the Sub-Magistrates. and Treasury Deputy
* Collectors taking up income-tax work in full or in part?

The Hon'ble Mr. Bliss :—

XIV. (¢) The Hon’ble Member will be referred to the published report on
AR the administration of the Income-tax Act during the year 1895-96,
which contains full particulars as to the total number of assessees
in each district, and the number of objection petitions put in by
assessees under Part IV of Schedule Il to the Act. The Govern-
ment has no information with which to answer the rest of the

Hon’ble Member’s question.
(8) 1f by Sub-Mogistrates, the Hon'ble Member means Stationary Sub-
Magistrates, the Government _considers that there are objections
to the arrangement suggested in the case of both classes of officers.

Thé Hon’ble MUHAMMAD SHARIF. KHAl_v BaHaDUR ;— | ‘
_XV. (a) Does Government consult the Board of Revenue and Collectors on

i,grticulal' subjects ?



QUESTIONS.

(4) Will the Governwment be pleased to ask them what inducements could b o
offered to Kuropeans for taking to agriculture and place their opinion on the table
before 1 could offer any suggestions as desired by Government at the last meeting ?

The How'ble Mr. Grose:— : | .

XV. (a) Yes.

(¢) The Government does not consider that any useful purpose would be
served by the reference suggested. ‘ :

The Hon’ble Munamyap Suarir Knan Banaour i(— :
XVI. (a) Are third-class compartments reserved for Eurasians fully occupied
always ?

.

Eurasians ?
The Hon’ble Colonel Campbell :—

XVI. (a) Third-class compartments are not reserved for Eurasians on the
Soutt Indian Railway, while those on the Madras Railway, so
reserved, are not always fully cccupied.

{(8) The Madras and South Indian Railways have no information as
their records do not show the sex, nationality, caste, or religion
of passengers.

The Hon’ble Munanmap Suarir Kuax BauaDUR ;=

XVII. (a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to -the leader in
the Madras Maz! of the 12th December on Agricultural farms ?
(5) When was the Saidapet farm started, and why did the experts advise its
continuance in face of its unsatisfactory progress?
{¢) If Government farming does not show any improvement over the ryot’s
system, would it not be advisable to stop further experiments until a more suitable
system could be found ?

The How'ble Mr. Stokes :—

XVIL (&) Prior to the receipt of the Hon'ble Member's question, the attention
of Government had not been specifically drawn to the article
wentioned. .

() The Hon’ble Member will be referred to the published report of
the Agricultural Committee appointed by G.0., No. 886, Revenue,
dated 25th September 1888, from a perusal of Appendices B and
C to which he will see that the Saidapet Farm was started in 1865,
and was abolished in 1885, because it was considered not to be
successful, The question why the experts advised its continuance
in face of its unsatisfactory progress 1s not understood.

(¢) Granting the Hon’ble Member’s hypothesis, the answer to his

guestion is that « Experiments should not be stopped but should
be persisted in in order that & more suitable system may be
found.” , T

(8) 1s the number of Muhammadan female passengers less than that of the

2\ ‘causes considerable diffic

* Procoedings of a Meeting of the Council of the GO\EN - ort St. George
assembled for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations under the
provisions of the Acts of Parliament, 24 and 25 Vsctoria, Cap. 67,
and 55 and 58 Victora, Cap. 14, - :

The Council met at the Council Chamber in Fort St. George at 11 a.m. on
Tuesday the 9th day of February 1897. -

PresenT:

His Excellency the Governor oF Mavras, 6.0.M.6., 6.0.L.8., Presiding,
The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Buiss, ¢.LE.
The Hon’ble Mr. J. Grost, C.LE.
~© 'The Hon’ble Mr. G. L. CaaumBeas.
+ +  The Hon'ble P. Ranaavya Navuou.

‘ The Hon’ble C. SaxgarAN NAYAR, B.A., B.L.
The Hon’ble K. KaLvanasuNparaM Aivag, B.A., B.L.
The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Paxruiv, B.A., B.Ls
The Hou’ble C. JaMBULINGAM MUDALIYAR, B.A., ¥.L., Rao Bahadur.
The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR, B.A,
The Hon’ble Mr, C. 8. Crove. . |
The Hon’ble Musammap Suarir, Kuan.Bahadur.
The Hon’ble Colonel D. MoNgiL CampeerL, R.E.
The Hon’ble Mr. H. P. Hobason.
The Hon’ble Mr. J. STurRrOCK.
The Hon’ble Mr. D. Doncan, D.Sc., LL.D.

“ The Hon’ble Mr. G. Stoxss.

: The Hon’ble P. Rasaratva Muparivar, Diwan Bahadur.

..~ The Hon’ble Mr. J. F. Prige, c.5.1.

«. The Howbje V., BuasavaM AITANGAB, O.LR., Diwan Bahadur (Acting Advo.
cate-‘General). -7 _

 ADDITIONAL MEMBERS,

The ScoreTarY 'reported that the following gentlemen took their ‘seals as
additional members of Council :— »

. *  The Hon'ble Mr. J. F. Paicz, 0.8.1, Chief Secrotary to Government.

The .Hon’ble,

. - V. BrAsEYAM AIVANGAR, O.LE, Diwan Bahadur, Acting ‘Advo-
<~Qabe-G.en\eral. ' . - ) , Lo

g

i ':‘..His Exceli'er;:sy the PrEsIiDENT.—Before we piooeed to answer the ’questioné
~which gppear in thesbusingss paper,d wish, to make a representation to members

on the subject of their sending,n their questions. Under our standing rules it is :

meeting of the Council. It appears that the great bulk of the questions are sent

. in just within six ifayg{f the m¥ting of the Council or very shortly before. : Whilé

Aquestions continue to-be*as numerous and complicated as_they are, this practice

* )

alty and inconvenience to Government. During the last

- required: that they should.bb sent in to the Secretary ut least six days before thé .



QUESTIONS.

fow days, all departments of Government have been working hard to collect accu-

rate and complete information to answer your questions and weé are very‘hard put .

o0 it indeed. 1 therefore appeal to the good sense of the Members of Council to
induce them to send in their questions as early as possiblé. The desire of Govern-
ment 13 that the auswers should be as accurate and as complete as possible, and we
find great difficulty in attaining that end if Hon'ble Members continue to send in

tcheir questions at the last moment, that is, within six days of the meeting of the
ouncil.

(2) QUESTIONS.

With the permission of His Excellency the President—
The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :— |

1. Will the Government be pleased to state—

(¢) Whether it 13 a fact that the buildings in the cccupation of the Resident
and Assistant Resident in Travaccore and Cochin belong to the States or Rulers of
Travancore and Cochin respectively ? '

(6) Whether the Britjsh Government or the Resident and Assistant Resident

pay rent for the use of such buildings ?
(¢) Whether during the past ten years any money was spent by the British
Government towards the repair and upkeep of these buildings ?

The Hon’ble Mr. Price :—
I. (a) “Yes.” ‘
(b) « No.”
(¢) ¢ No.”

The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR i~
+ II. Will the Governmeat be pleased to state— :

 (a) Whether it is a fact that Mr. Thornton, I,(.8., while Sub-Collector and
Joint Magistrate of Salem in August 1896, directed the Tahsildar of Dharmapuri by
wire to send up to him one Sampangi, a peon attached to the office of the Deputy
Tahsildar and Second-class Magistrate of Pennagaram, without stating the purpose in the
telegram, and, on the peon’s appearance before him, asked him if he took to his master,

the said Deputy Tahsildar, a bribe of Rs. 100 entrusted to him by one Baoodeen -

Sahib, and on the man’s persistent denial he was informed on the spot that he was a
prisoner charged with the abetment of the said bribery under section 164, Indian
Penal Code, and remanded to jail ?

(6) Whether it isa fact that it was some time before the magistrate discovered
that an offence under section 164, Indian Penal Code, isa bailable one, and that, on this
discovery, Mr. Thornton ordered the peon to find two sureties of Ra. 500 each, besides
his own recognizance of Rs. 500 ? - o .

(¢) Whether it is a fact that 'this peon was then over 40 miles by ordin
road from his native place of Pennagaram ; that, being suddenly ordered to g pear
before Mr. Thornton without being previously informed why, he was unable to fing
the required security on the spot ? ' . ,

(@) What i8 the length of time during which he waskept ip ¢
of gecurity ? o ' Pt 10 custody Yor want

»

3

QUESTIONS.

Coonoor; and whether the fact had been reported by him to the Government, ¢ or to
the Inspector-General of Police” ? x : -

.. - The Hon’ble Mr. Bliss :—

VIL. (a) The Government has now perused the anonymous letter referred to.
It is not a newspaper article.

(5) The Deputy Inspector-General’s report regarding the Coonoor ghét
case has already been placed at the disposal of the Press; the
Government has no information regarding the other case.

" (e) The answer to the first part is—Coonoor range comprises four stations,

- '~ qne first and three second-class; grave crime there is light. To
the second part the answer is that the officer at Coonoor is a
Chief Inspector and not an Imspector; the pay of the office is
Rs. 800 with Rs. 26 horse allowance and Rs. 256 house-rent.”

. (d) Since August 1885 ; the return has been called for,

The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :—

»  VIII. 'Will the Government be pleased to place on the table a copy of its letter
to the Government of India, No. 47, Financial, dated 19th January 1897, on the
subject of the adjustment of Provincial ¢ontracts? - .

The Hon'ble Mr, Bliss :— )

VIII. It is contrary to precedent to publish correspondence. with fhe Govern-
ment of India and the Seeretary of State upon questions which are
still under discussion. The Government therefore regrets that it
caunot comply with the Hon’ble Member’s request.

«  -The Hon’ble 0. VIJAYARAGAYACHARIAR :—

IX. Will the Gavernment be pleased to state— .

(a) Whether it has made any rules to regulate the transit of timber in
Malabar under the provisions of section 35 of the Madras Forest Act V of 1882 ?

* ' (3) Whether all or any of such rules are in force in South Malabar? .

(c) Whether any stations or timber tannas have been established in South
Malabar in view to carry out any such rules?

v (@) Whether any rules under clause (¥) of section 85 are in force in-South
Malabar and, if eo, whether they make the registration of groperty marks for timber
dompulsory ? o ' ~ B
L (¢) Whether fees. are levied for the registration of property marks and at
what rates ? What is the amount of such fees realized in South Malabar in 189596,
or 1896 ? B o . |
(f) Whether the Government bas taken the opinion of the Advocate-
Genersl as to the legality of levyiug foes for registration of property marks und
seotion 36 of the Forest Act? ; - L el

-+ (9) Whether the object of registering property marks under the Act is t
provide against the¢' fraudulent, removal of timber, the property of Government-and
whether the Government will make .anb-reglstration free ? . S



QULESTIONS.
The Hon'ble jfr. Stoles :— |

IX. (a) to (¢) The Accountant-General reports that in 1895-96 a sum of Rs. 815

was realized from the levy of fees for the registration of property
marks in South Malabar, For the answers to the other questions
put, the Hon’ble Member is referred to the notification published
at pages 469—471 of the Furt St GQeorge Gazette, dated 5th
August 1884.

(/) No. '

{g) The Hon’ble Member is referred to paragraph 1 (e) of G.0., No. 707,
Revenue, dated 29th October 1895, which has been laid on the
Editor’s Table. The revision of the timber transit rules in force
in Malabar is now under consideration.

The Hon'ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :~—
X. Will the Government be pleased to state— |
(8) Whether it is a fact that Mr. E. H. O. Sewell, Inspector of Salt and
Abkiri Revenue, Ranipéttai Circle, North Arcot district, while on a shooting excursion
on the 19th December last, ordered one Abdul Khader, a Salt and Abkéri peon under

his orders, to swim to a tree in the middle of a tank and pick up for him from its
branches a bird he had shot ? ‘

this order ?

(¢) What were the full circumstances which brought about his death ?

4 (d) Whether it is a fact that Abdnl Khader was an indifferent swimmer and
that he stuck fo the tree long and cried for help before he died ?

(¢) Who were the other persons that were with Mr. Sewell ? How far is the
tank from tke nearest village and what was the help which Mr. Sewell rendered or
endeavoured to render to Abdul Khader when it was found he was unable to swim
back and struggling for life ?

(f) When and what was the information which Mr. Sewell sent of this
oocurrence to the Magistrate ?

(g9) Whether any Magistrate held any inquiry touching the death of this
man ?
(k) Whether it is a fact that no post-mortem examination was held ?

. (i) Whether this man was also in the emjoyment of a military pension ?
Whether Mr. Sewell has made any provision for the widow and son of thispeon? If

not,  whether the Government would direct him to make a suitable provision for
them ? : ‘ ‘

(7) What notice has the Government taken of the conduoct of Mr. Sewell in
connection herewith ? : / : :

The Hon’ble Mr. Stokes :— . :
X. The Government has no information on the subject.
The Hon’ble MunAMMAD SHariF KHAN BAHADUR :— - .
XL If, at any meeting of the Legislative Council, the Government is not in
possession of any particular information required by a member, will the Government
be pleased to afford the same at the succeeding meeting ? S e

(6) Whether it is a fact that this peon met his death while carrying out

QUESTIONS.

(¢) Whether it is'a fact that this man has been subsequently discharged by
Mr. Thornton himself for want of evidence ? .

: (f) Whether it is a fact that Mr. Thornton sent round a mnotice to, be pro-
claimed by beat of tom-tom in Pennagaram and in several other places within the
jurisdiction of the said Deputy Tahsildar and Second-class Magistrate that persons
having complaints to make against that officer might come and prefer them to him?

(9) Whether it is a fact that he had ordered about 150 village officers to
appear before him and questioned them all whether or not they had given bribes and
supplies to the said Deputy Tahsildar and Second-class Magistrate ? _ :

If the Government has no information on the subject, will it be pleased
to direct an inquiry into these matters and place the papers relating to the same on

the table ? .
The Hon'ble Mr. Price :—
II. The Government is not at present in possession of complete information on
the matter but reports have been called for. The Hon’ble Member is
requested to repeat his question at the next meeting of the Council.

The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :— |
I11. Will the Government be pleased to state— i

(a) What are the districts in which the Government has fixed the maximum
area for reserved forests in each taluk ?

(3) In what districts, if any, have the maximum areas been exceeded and
what proportions do the excess areas bear to the fixed maximum areas ? ’

(¢) In what distriets ‘areas, proposed for reservation of forests but rejected
by the Government as inexpedient, have been re-submitted for such reservation and
sanctioned by the Government ? .

. (d) Whether before sanctioning proposals to constitute into reserved forests
lands in excess of the maximum area fixed by the Government for each taluk and
lands, the constitution of which into reserved forests has been previously once dis-
allowed by the Government, the Government will direct publication of the proposgls
together with the reasons therefor so as to give the villagers concerned an opportunity
to state their objections to such proposals ?

(¢) What are the districts in which provision is made for pasturage for
goats in reserved forests and reserved lands and on what conditions? Are goats

" allowed to graze in reserved forests and lands free of fees ? Whether there is any

order of Government applicable to all the districts ’in reference to such provisiqn?
If not, whether the Government will issue an order directing that sufficient provision
be made in reserved forests and reserved lands for pasturage for goats either free of
fees or on easy conditions ?
The How'ble Mr. Grose :—
IIL. (a) & (5) The Government has in the case of some districts laid down
* limits beyond which it is considered for the present undesirable to
‘extend reservation. It is possible that further reservation may
never become expedient in such districts but no absolute maximum
has been fixed.
(c) The information desired by the Hon’ble Member could not be far-
pished without a detailed and laborious examination of the
voluminous correspondence which has taken place on the smbject

.



QULESLTIUND. .

"nf forest reservation, since the passing of Madras Act V of 1882.
The Government sees no reason to cause such an examination to be
made. ' '
(d) The Government considers that the issne of the preliminary notifi<
cation under section 4 of Madras Act V of 1882, taken togethdr
with the publicity of the Forest Settlement-officer’s proceedings,
gives the ryots concerned ample opportunity to prefer objections.
(¢) The question of regulating goat-browsing has been remitted for the
consideration of Collectors. ‘

The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :—

IV. (¢) Whether it is a fact that Mr. K. Krishnan Nair, B.A., B.C.E., Whose
term of office as Member of the Calicut Taluk Board expired last year, was asked if
he was willing to be re-appointed and had given his consent? -

(6) Whether it is a fact that four or five others who also vacated office in the
taluk board along with him have been re-appointed ? '

(¢) What are the circumstarces under which this gentleman was excluded ?

(d) What are the districts to the Collectors of which the Governor in Coun-
cil has delegated his power of appointing Members to the Taluk Boards under
section 160 of the Madras Local Boards Act V of 1884 ? Whether such delegation of
the powers is being made from time to time to particular Collectors by name, or once’
for all upon the Collectors of particular districts by their official designation only, and
if the latter, whether the opinion of the Advorate-Ganeral had been taken as to the
legality of such delegation under the provisions of the section ?

(¢) In view to a greater feeling of independence among the Members of a
Taluk Board, whether the Government will consider the desirability of itself appoint-
ing the Members iustead of authorizing Collectors to doso? '
(f) Whether the Government would consider the desirability of giving
effect to the provisions of section 16, clause (8), of the Act and frame and issue rules
for the election, by the tax-payers and inhabitants of the taluks, of two-thirds of the

whole number of the Members of the Taluk Board as fixed by section 18 of the Act ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Bliss :—
IV. The Government has no information on the points () and (c).
As to (), the answer is “ Yes.”

As to (d), under section 180 of the Local Boards Act the power of re-

appointing Members of taluk Boards originally appointed by the Gov-
ernor in Council has once for all been delegated to.the Presidents of

District Boards and not to’ Collectors as such. There was no necessity
to consult the Advocate-Geheral in the matter. ‘

As to (¢), the power of appointing Members of taluk Boards is retained by
Government, while that of re-appointing the Members of these Boards,
originally appointed by Government, has been delegated te Presidents of
District Boards with the view of saving correspondence. The Govern-

“ment sees no necessity for disturbing this arrangement.

As to (f), the Government is not at present prepared to take any s‘fép;

_in this matter.

L QUESTIONS.

. The Hon’ble C. V17ATARAGHAVACHARIAR :—

'V, Will the Government be pleased to state—

. (2) Whether before making ‘appointments to the office of a Subordinate
Judge it has been the practice to request the High Court to nominate or recommend
duly qualified persons, and whether it will place on the table the standing orders and
rules relating to the appointment of Subordinate Judges by the Government under
section 6 of the Madras Civil Courts Act III of 1873 °? .

o (6) What was the special reason, if any, why the High Court was not
previously consulted when Mr. C. G. Kuppusawmy Iyer was appointed as Subordinate
Judge at Tanjore last year ? : ,

(¢) Whether the High Court was consulted before the Government filled up

" the vacancy caused by the death of Mr. Gopalan Nair, what were the names submit-
ted by it, and whether the list included the name of Mr. C. G. Kuppusawmy Iyer?

, (d) Whether it is a fact that Mr. C. G. Kuppusawmy lyer was a third-grade
District Munsif when he was appointed a Presidency Magistrate ?

. (¢) Whether it is a fact that if he had continued a Munsif instead of being
made a Magistrate, he would now be at the bottom of the first grade with over twenty
Munsifs senior to him, including several High Court Vakils and graduates ?

. (f) Whether it is a fact that about three years ago the High Court refused
to recommend Mr. C. G. Kuppusawmy Iyer for appointment as a Subordinate Judge
and stated that he had lost touch with civil work ? :

(9) What are the special reasons for appointing Mr. C. G. Kuppusawmy

' Iyer as a Subordinate Judge ?

. . . - * . :
(%) Whether before confirming Mr. C. G. Kuppu#fwmy Iyer as a Subordi-
nate Judge 1s it the intention of the Government to consider the claims of the District
Munsifs who were senior to him when he was District Munsif ?

- The Hon’ble Mr. Price :—
V. (a) The answer to the first part of this clause is—It is the ordinary practice
: now to ask the High Court to mention the names of qualified persons
.or to ask the High Court to name one or more qualitied persons out
of several whose numes are mentioned. '
The answer to the second part is—There are no such standing orders or
rules. ° ' : ;
(d) “ Yes.”
(¢)  Yes.” _ ‘ ,,

- (8)y (¢), (f) & (9) Government considers the matters referred toto be of &
confidential nature and therefore declines to answer questions respect-
ing them. '

(A) The claims of all parties will, be duly considered when the question
of confirming Mr. C. G. Kuppusawmy Iyer comes up fpr disposal.

-

"+ The Hon’ble C. 'V;JAYABAGHAVAéHAmAn f—
VI. Will the Government be pleased to state—

‘ a) Whether it is a fact that there is an order of the District Magistrate of
‘Ralem impressing upon the Deputy Magistrates and Sub-Magistrates of the distriot that
it is part of their duty to wait upen the Superintendent of Police when he goes. to their
divisions ? . o , . T . L
! *

b

]



QUESTIONS.

(5) Whetlier the statcment made in the Madras Slandard of the 8th May
1896 that the following circular of the District Magistrate of Malabar appeared in
the Mulabar District Gazette of 18th March 1892 is true ?

““The Sub-Magistrates are informed that it is part of their duty to wait on
the Superintendent of Police when he arrives at their head-quarters and to give all
information and assistance in their power.”

(c) Whether similar orders of District Magistrates are in force in other
districts and whether there are directions issued by the District Magistrates as to the
way in which the Subordinate Magistracy ought to address Superintendent of Police
as 1f these latter officers were their (Subordinate Magistrates) official superiors ?

_ (d) Whether+in view of the feeling that widely prevails that such orders
and circulars were intended to bring the Magistracy into subordination to the Police,
the Government would direct the withdrawal thereof ? v
‘ (¢) Whether the attention of the Government has beer. drawn to a series of
articies on the vagaries of the Mufussal Police that appeared in the Madras Standard
in its issues of the 30th and 31st December 1896 und 3rd January 1897?
' (f) Whether it is a fact that the Head Assistant Magistrate of enukonda
has stated, *“at present the Police Inspectors are not only allowed with impunity but
are encouraged to bring up the gravest possible charges against the Subordinate
Magistrates though there is not an atom of truth or probability in them.” Whether
the Government is aware that there is » growing feeling of alarm and anxiety that
what the Head Assistant Magistrate of Penukonda has said is true of the Police
throughout the Presidency ?

The Honw’ble Mr. Dliss ~—

VI. (a), (8) & (¢). The Government has no information on the matters men-

tioned iu this part of the question. - S

(d) The Government does not see sufficient reason to adopt the course sug-
gested by the Hon’ble Member. ‘

(¢) The Government has now perused the criticisms referred to, which are
anonymous letters, not newspaper articles. :

(f) The Government has no information on the point. The answer to the
last part of the question is * No.”

The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :—

VII. Will the Government be pleased to state— :

(«) Whether its attention has been drawn to the complaints against the
Coonoor Dolice published by “an old detective” in the Nilgiri News in its issue
dated the 26th November 1896 7

(h) Whether the Government has any information of the action taken by
the Police in respect of the two cases of murder and mischief referred to in the news-

paper ? o

(¢) Is it a fact that the Coonoor range has but three small stations; and that
heinous offences are rare there ? Is there any special reason why the pay of the Police
Inspector of Coonoor should be so high as Rs. 350 a month ? ,

(d) How long has the Chief Police Inspector of Coondor, Mr. Shortt, been
employed there ? ' ' .

Will the Government be pleased to direct that a statement be furnished
showing the landed and house properties purchased by Mr. Shortt or his wife or other
near relations at Coonoor, Ootacamund and Kéttagiri since he was appointed &t

QUESTIONS.

The Hon’ble Mr. Bliss :— , ..
| *XIV. Yes, in G.0., No. 386, Educational, dated 27th July 1887, which was
) placed on the Editors’ Table.

tTon’ble MusaMMAD SHARIF KHAN BAHADUR :—

LXV. Has the attention of the Government been draw= to the entertainment.

ae districts of a large number of relatives and caste men of ministerial officers

.ugh their influence within the last two or three years, if so, where and what steps
o being taken to prevert such irregularities in future ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Bliss :—
XXV. Yes, in Anantapur. The officer conserned was transferred to another
’ district. -

The Hon’ble Muaauitap Szartr Kuan BAHADUR :— ‘
XXVI. (¢) What is the amount of expenditure of the Ecclesiastical Depart-

ment ? .
(b) What is the proportion of the population of the Presidency to which

this is beneficial ? _ -
The Hon’ble Mr. Grose :— .
XXVI (a) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the Civil Estimates. :
(5) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the Census Report, from which
he may draw his own conclusions.
The Hon’ble MurAMMAD SHARIF KHAN BAHADUR :—
XXVII. By whom were the endawments and allowances granted to most of
the Muhammadan and Hindu religious institutions ?

The Hon’ble Mr. Bliss :— '
XX VIIL This is a matter of history, in regard to which the Hon’ble Member
is referred to the published works on the subject.

The Hon’ble MunaMMaD SHARIF KHAR BAHADUR :—
~ XXVIII Has the Government resumed or proposes to resume any of the above
except for very bad management, if so, what ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Bliss :— .
XXVIIL The Government cannot undertake to examine the records for an
indefinite time in order to ascertain what was done in the past.
For the future the answer is “ No ”, :

The Hon’ble MuraMMaD SHARIF KHAN BAHADUR :— ‘
XXIX. (2) Was the reform of the Madrasa recommended by any Government
officers long before the formation of the Board of Mu&ammadan Education, if so, when

and by whom ? ‘ ) .
(5) Was any allotment originally, provided for a new building in the

Educational Budget, and, if so, why was it allowed by the Director of Public Instruc-

" tion to lapse ?

(¢) Wasenot the head of the Educational Department aware of the unsatis- -
factory state of the Madrasa both as regards its building and administration before
representation by the Board of Muhammadan Education was made, if so, why did he
not adopt measures for its reform ?- o :



QUESTIONS.

(d) How ong was Mr. Bower the Headmaster of the Madrasa, and is the
Government aware that his address at the lust anniversary of the school he attributed
its inefficiency to the neglect of the Education Department ?

(¢) Cannot the reform of the Madrasa be proceeded with till a new building
is secured for its location ?

The Hon'ble My, Grose :— .

XXIX. (a) The Madrasa has undergone several changes, it was originally of the

high school standard. In January 1873 it wds constituted a-

lower secondary school. It continued to be a lower secondary
school until 1885, when, on Mr. Grigg’s recommendation, it was
raised to the status of a high school as an experimental measure
for one year, on the aholition of the high school department of
the Presidency College. At the end of this year Dr. Duncan
recommended the continuation of the high school classes for a term
of years, and this was sanctioned by Government for a term of
three years. With reference to the report of the Comuittee on
Muhammadan Educational Endowments the school underwent
further moditications in 1890 on Mr. Grigg’s recommendation
(G.0., Nos. 15, 16, Educational, dated 13th January 1890).

(4) No allotment was made in the Educational Budget for a new
building ; but funds were allotted in the Public Works Budget
for six years from 1884-85. The allotment could not be utilized
for want of a suitable site.

(¢) The Director of Public Instruction has long been aware of the

« unsuitable character of the present premises; but better accom-
modation could not bie rented and a suitable site could not be
found on which a new building could be erected. The Director
was not and is not aware of any serious drawback in the
administration of the school. The staff has been strengthened

from time to time and is quite as well qualified as that of other.

high schools in this Presidency. The main cause of the com-
parative failure of the school has been the apathetic character of
the students and the absence of efficient control over them out
of school hours by their parents or guardians. |

(d) Mr. Bower was the Headmaster of the Madrasa from May 1890 to
June 1896, when be was transferred to the Rajahmundry College.
Government is not aware that in his address at the last anni-
versary of the schaol Mr. Bower attributed its inefficiency to the
neglect of the Kdycational Department. Had such an address
been brought to the notice of the head' of his department
Mr. Bower would have been called upon to explain and justify

his statements. .
(¢) After full comsideration Government has come to the conclusion

that it is inexpedient to discuss chunges in the staff and manage-
ment of the institution until the site to which the, school can
best be removed has been decided upon.

The Hon’ble MuHAMMAD SHArF KHAN BaHADUR:—
XXX. (a) Is the Government satisfied that the order issued in 1872 regarding
the employment of qualified Muhammadans in the public service duly carried out?
‘When was the order repeated, and why ?

QUESTIONS.

Forest Settlement-officer appointed under seotion 4 of Madras
v Act V of 1882, against whose decision the law provides a regular
appeal. '

(d) The Government is not prepared to lay on the table the papers
relating to the subject. .
The Hon’ble P. Ranaayya Navupu :(— . .
LX1I. Will the Government be pleased to state whether it has received any
\resentations from the districts of South Arcot, North Arcot and Chingleput urging
‘\*\\necessity of postponing thé collection of kists, owing to the lateness of the rains
and-the consequent absence of all cultivation last year; and if so, what orders have the
Government passed on them? If no orders have been yet: passed, will the Govern-

ment be pleased to state what orders they intend making on the matter ?
Has the Government received any memorial or telegram on the subject from

("

the inhabitants of Kauveripak, and if so, how was it disposed of ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Slokes >~ \
LXIL Certain petitions on the subject have been received and transferred to
the Board of Revenue for disposal. Two telegrams have been
received from the inhabitants of Kaveripak and transferred to the
Board of Revenue, and a petition received from them is still under

disposal.

The Hon'ble P. Rancayya N AYUDU :— , .
LXIIL. Has the attention of Governxnent been drawn to a letter published in the
Madras Times on Saturday, the 23rd January 1897, under the heading of ¢ The ways

of Collectors ” and under the signature of ¥ RR R, ? )
If its attention has not been drawn to it, will it cause enquiry to be made

B ]

" into the matter, and place the result of the enquiry on the table ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Stokes :—
LXIIL The answer to both parts of the question is “ No *'.

The Hon’ble P. RaNeayya Nayopu:— -

LXIV. Will the Government be pleased to place on the table a return of all

the Engineers now employed under Local Fund Boards, stating their present age,

their pay and their qualifications and nationalities, stating also how many of them are
the retired servauts of Government and in what years did they retire ?

_ The Hon'ble Mr. Bliss :— , 4
LXIV. The names of the Local Fund Engineers and their pay will be found
at page 248 of the last Quarterly Civil List. No further informa~
tion is available in the Government office. « .

4The Hon’ble P. RaNeayyA NaY0DU i~ o
11X V. Will the Governmest be pleased to state whether there have been any loss
or gain from the European refreshment-rooms provided in the Madras and South Indian
Railways # Will the Government be pleased to furnish a statement of receipts and
expenditure in cognection with the refreshment-rooms for Europeans at Arkonam,
Guntakal, Salem, Jalarpet and MéttupAlaiyam ? Will tho Government be pleased to
state what amount is charged as * house-rent ” for refreshment-rooms at the abave,

places ?



QUESTIONS.

The Hon'ble Soloncl Camphell :—

LXY. On the Madras Railway some refreshment-rooms are worked at a loss
and others at a profit. The following statement shows the result of
working the refreshment rooms at the stations named except
Guptakal which is under the Southern Mahratta Railway and not
under the control of this Government :— '

81st December 30th June

1896. : 1896,
BS. A P. RS. A. P.
Arkdnam .. .o Profit, 1,538 0 6 2,125 12 10
Safem . .. . ” 627 1- 9 646 6 3
Jalarpet ., .o s 13513 9 78 2 8
Méttupilaiyam .. » 604 13 4 509 1 4

The Madras Railway is its own refreshment room contrdctor and no
rent is therefore charged for the rooms, :

The refreshment rooms at South Indian Railway stations are worked
by private contractors and not by the Company who is in no way
concerned beyond looking to the contractors to give general satis-
faction and fixing the tariff charges. The Company allows the
contractors the use of the rooms free of charge.

The Hon'ble P. Raxcayva Nayupy ;—

LXVI. Will the Government be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been
taken to train a staff of efficient, commercial and industrial instructors in this Presi-
dency ; whether any scholarship has beex offered to under-graduates and graduates
to induce them to qualify themselves for teaching such subjects ? Is there any special
allotment in the Educational Budget of this year for this purpose ? .

In the year 1895, the Government was pleased to state that, in view of th
success of the School of Commerce at Calicut, it was under consideration to open
branches at Tellicherry and other centres. What steps have been taken in the
matter ? '

The Hon’ble Dr. Duncan :— X

LXVI. There are'no special scheols in this Presidericy to train teachers of
commercial subjects. With regard to the industries connected ‘with
wood-work and metal-work proposals are under consideration,
according -to which four young men will annually be admitted’into
the workshop of the College of Engineering to go through a three
years’ course with a view to their being trained to be teachers of
these industries in schools throughout the Presidency. . The Gov-
ernment scholarship notification and the Grant-in-Aid Code pwvide

- for scholarships to candidates passing the JElementary Technjcal
examination in commercial and industrial subjects to enable them o
continue their studies for the Intermediate and Advanced examina-
tions in those subjects. Such of them as intend to become teachers
are required to satisfy the Board of Examiners for Teachers’ certi-
ficates of their ability to teach the subjects they profess, (n passing
this test they receive Technical Teachers’ certificates and become
eligible for employment as commercial or industrial teachers.

QUESTIONS.

() What is the total number of Registrars and Sub-Reguntrars in the Regis-
tration Department ? '

(¢) How many appointments were made during the time of each of the
Inspectors-General from the time of the Hon’ble Mr. Rama Tyengar up to date, and
how many of these were filled by Mubammadaus during the time of each Inspector-
General ? . .
 (d) How many officers draw Rs. 100 and more per mensem 1n each of
the following departments in the mofussil, viz, Salt, Public Works, Jail, Forest,
Judicial, Settlement, Survey and in the several Public offices in the Presidency, and
what percentage of these are Muhammadans ?

(¢) Was any despatch received from the Secretary of State or from the
Government of India calling the nttention of the Madras Government to the back-
wardness of the Muhammadan community, if so, when, and what action has been taken
over it ?

1'he Howble Mr. Grose :—
XXX. (a) The Government is satisfied that the orders of 1872 are being acted
npon.
Attention was drawn to these ordersin 1880, 1883, 1885, 1887
and 1589. '
(8) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the Registration Department
list. ~ .
(¢) The Government has*no information on the point, and regrets that
it cannot undertake the very laborious task of collecting it.

(d) The Hon’ble Member is ‘referred to the civil estimates and to th:
departmental establishment lists which the Hon’ble Member may
refer to at the Government Office.

(¢) No despatch appears to ‘have been received by this Government
‘from the Secretary of State calling attention to the backward-
ness of the Muhammadan community. A communication from
the Government of India on the subject was received in 1871
and this Government issued orders.in 1872 directing the estab-
lishment of elementary Muhammadan schools and corresponding
classes in other schools at the principal centres of the Muhamma-
dan population, requiring arrangements to be made for the train-
. ing of Muhammadan teachers. In 1885 a further resolution of
the Government of Indid was received dealing with the memorial
presented to the Viceroy by the National Muhammadan Asse-
“ciation of Calcutta on the subject of the position and claims of
Muhammadans in India. In accordance with a suggestion
contained in the resolution a committee was appointed to
énquire ard report on the management and appropriation of .
Muhammadan educational endowments; report and finat orders
were passed upon them by the Government in January 1890.
By these orders, the appointment of two additional Sub-
Assistant Inspectors for Muhammadan schools, the reconstitu-
~tion of the Madrasa-i-Azam with a Eurasian graduate as bead-
master and the payment of grants under certain conditions to
teachers of mosque schools were sanctioned. . 4

L 4



QUESTIONS.

The Hon’ble. MuHAMMAD SHARIF KHAN BAHADUR (—

XXXI. What is the pay of the Sanskrit Munshi in the Presidency Céllege and
that of the Arabic and Persian Munshi of the same institution ?

The Hon’ble Dr. Duncan :—

XXXI. The present pay of the Arabic and Persian Munshi of the Presidency
College is Rs. 80 and that of the Sanskrit Munshi is Rs, 44.

The Hon’ble MuHaMMAD SHARIF KHAN BAHADUR :—

XXXII. Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the article in the

Muhammadan Advocate of India of November 1896 regarding the avppointment of
Persian and Hindustani Translator ? '

The Hon’ble Mr. Prz’ce S—

XXXII. The Government has now perused the article referred to in the
question.

The Hon’b]e MunaMyMap SHARIP KHAN BaHADUR :——

XXXIII. How many Government Translators are there, and for what languages
and to what community do they belong ?

The Hon’ble Mr. Price :—

XXXIII. The Hon’ble Member is geferred to the Quarterly Civil List which
can be bought at the Lawrence Asylum Press.

The Hon’ble MuraMMAD SHARIF KHaX{ BAHADUR :—

XXXIV. Are European officers examined by the Translators ?
The Hon'ble Mr. Price :—

"XXXIV. ¢ Yes.”
The Hon’ble MunaMyMAD SHaARIF KHAN BAHADUR :—

€

XXXV. What is the qualification required for the appointments of Translators ?
- The Honw’ble Mr. Price :—

/ .

XXXYV. No special qualifications are laid down, but no one not thoroughly
well acquainted with the language with which he has to deal and -
with English is appointed a Translator to Government.

The Hon’ble MunaMMAD SHARIF KuaAN BAHADUR:—

XXXVI. Are appointments such as Sub-Judge on the Nilgiris reserved for

persons of any particular community, it so, what are the appointments so reserved and
why ? .

The Hon’ble Mr. Bliss +—

XXXVI. The Hon'ble Member’s question is indefinite. If he will on some
future occasion specify the particular appointments with regard
to which he seeks information, it will be furnished.

The Sub-Judgeship of the Nilgiris is not reserved for persons of any
particular community. '

QUESTIONS.
Is it a fact that in December last Mr. R. N. H.'Reid, {he then Executive

. Engineer of the Nellore distriot, ordered, in spite of the protest of the Sub-Divisional

i i 1d be closed

Nellore delta, that the under-sluices of the Sangam anicut shou )

31?;;?} preventing th,e supply of water and causing loss to nearly 20,000 acres umtigr
the Sarvapalli reservoir and specially 40,000 acres receiving direct supply from the

3

Pbnnéru and thus diverting nearly all the water in the river to the Kanigiri reservoir ?

Will Government be pleased to cause an enquiry to be made into the above
matter and issue orders that the usual flow of water down the Sangam anicut should
not be interfered with ? :

The Hon'ble Colonel Campbeli :—

LVIL There is no rule regarding the amount of water to be passed through
the under-sluices of the Sangam anicut.

. {
- pormation is available in the Government office regarding the
N(;ﬂlgé:t’i?)l: 1':)hat the Executive Engineer of the Nellore division, ‘In
spite of the protest of his Sub-Divisional officer, curtailed the supply
of water to irrigation under the Nellore anicut resulting in a failure

of crop on 60,000 acres. Inquiries will be made.

The Hon’ble N. Susea Rao PANTULU :—

VIIL Is it a fact that though there was a full supply of water in the Ka:t{igiri

reservoiII" in fasli 1305, no water was let down by Mr. Salisbury, Sub-Divisional

. Officer in tharge of the Sangam delta, to Utkur and other villages, with the result
that the crops Taised by ryots in the said villages failed for want of wat?r P .

Is it a fact that, in consequence, ryots of the said villages applied for remis-

sion of the land-tax and water-rate and that at the jamabandy held in or about March

1896 the Jamabandy officer refused remission on the ground that there was adequate

supply in the reservoir ? ’ : .

Will Government be pleased to oxl'der. an enquiry into the above matter

The Hon'ble Colonel Campbell :—

LVIIL No information is available in the Government office on the subject of
‘this question. Inquiries will be zimde.:

* The Hon’ble N. 8ussa Rao Pm!mx,b — ‘

it o fact that the Tahsildar of the Nuzvid division qnde_r instructions
f thfé%l.leg(:: :f K(i,stna district notified to the ryots of the Nuevid division that in
romth withdrew their relinquishment applications and used Government water for
case eYet crops in fasli 1305, they would not be .liable.to any pqnal v.vaber-rat:e ; Pnd
;:?tlz%sr a factll)bhat some of the ryots who withdrew their relinquishment applications

" and used Government water on ihe faith of the said assurance were charged with

double water-rate and their petitions to the Collector were rejected ?

i iries to be made into the above
' Will Government b8 pleased to cause enquirles ‘
matter and order a refund of the excess water-rate so levied ?

The Eigi'dle Mr. Grose :— ' _ oL , s
TH1R Mha Governient has no information on the subject and is not prepared
LIX.' Tl;z %‘:}g&?ﬁquﬁm into this matter upon which the Board of Bev-
e i competent to adjudicate on appg\al.



QUESTIONS.

The Hon’ble’N. Supsa Rao PaNtuLv :—

1LX. Is it a fact that orders have been issued during the current fasli that the

enhanced . water-rate of 5 rupees should be collected on all lands indiscriminately,
though in the previous fasli exemption from the enhanced rate was granted with
respect to certain lands ¢ suffering from poverty of soil, insufficient irrigation,
defective drainage or a combination of these defects ” and consequently unable to bear
the enhanced water-rate ? . '

Will Government be pleased to state the circumstances under which such
orders have been issued and place on the table the papers relating thereto ? _

Will Government be pleased to state whether it sees any objection to
issuing instructions dhat the 5-rupee water-rate should not be collected on lands
exempted during the previous fasli, as also on lands affected by floods during the
current fasli. '

The How'ble Mr. Grose :—

LX. The exemption sanctioned by Government was intended to remain in force
pending the resettlement of the delta tracts subject to uny modifica-
tions which experieace might show to be necessary. No proposals for
the general discontinuance of the concession have been received and so far

* as the Government is aware neither the Board of Revenue nor the diatrict
officers have issued orders directing the indiscriminate collection of the
enhanced water-rate.

The Government sees no reason to reduce the water-rate on lands affected
by the floods in the way proposed. The Collector has been authorized
to postpone the collection of the revenue for such time as may be
necessary in each case, aud this the Government considers to be
sufficient. '

The Hon’ble N. Sussa-Rao PANTULU_ —

LXI. (a) Isit a fact that in the Nellore districe under a system known as
Sekhada 150 per cent. of the occupied area in a village was set apart for free grazing

to the villagers ? :
(b) Is it a fact that this system was abolished and the land left for free graz-
ing is now reserved by the Forest department ? .

() If 8o, will Government be pleased to state why the rights enjoyed by
ryots bave been allowed to be interfered with by the Forest department ? .

(d) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the Proceedings of Gov-
ernment and the Secretary of State, if any, relating to the Sekhada system prevailing
in the Nellore district ? ‘ :

The Hon’ble Mr. Grose :—
LXI. (a) The answer is “ Yes”,

(b) The system referred to has been abolished and some of the Sekhada
lands have been constituted forest reserves. :

‘c) The privileges granted to the ryots in 1875—not rights—were
allowed to be interfered with by the Forest department, because
they are inconsistent with the forest policy of Government and
the real interests of the people. The rights claimed by the ryots
affected by the reservation of any particular blotk must have
formed the subject of judicial investigation at the hands of the

QUESTIONS.

The Hon'ble Munayuuap Suaris Kuan BaHapur :—

XXXVIL (a) Which district in the Presidency has the largest Muhammadan
population, and what is the proportion of Mubammadans to Hindus ?

(b)) What nunmber of appointments carrying a pay of Rs. 100, and upwards

is held by each class ? _
(¢) How many Mubammadan officers carrying a salary of Rs. 100 and above

were appointed in this district within the last 50 years ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Bliss :— \ |
XXXVIL In reply to (&), the Hon'ble Member is referred to the Census
Report. . o
In thg ahsence of information as to the district referred to by the
Hon'ble. Member it is impossible to answer (4) and (¢).

The Hon'ble Munaumap SuariF KHaN Bauapur:—

XXXVIII. What opportunities have young Civilians and Probationary Deputy
Collectors of learning the details of taluk work before they are placed in indeperident-
charge ?

The Howble My. Stokes :— i
XXXV1II. The rules relating to the training of Junior Civilians in taluk as
well as other work are contained in paragraphs 10 to 15 of the

Indian Civil Service Manual, which can be procured from the

Government Press. .
Tntil Probationary Deputy Collectors are found qualified for an
independent charge they are employed under the Collector’s
aidance or under that of an experienced oovenante.d servant.
While thus learning their duties they are employed in examin-
ing complaints brought forward by petitioners, in taking
evidence and preparing decisions 1n summary suits or in gues-
tions about lapsed inams or in charges preferred against sub-
ordinate servants, A portion of their time 18 also emprloyed
when. necessary in examining and classifying recorda. They
also undergo training in survey and treasury work.

The Hon'ble K. KsLYANASUNDARAM AIVAR :— : '

»" XXXIX. Will the Government be pleased to state what orders bave been
assed on the last memorial sabmitted by the residents of the nine villages of Sri-
ga';'ankunrum, &c., in the Srivaikuntam taluk, in the Tinnevelly district, regarding the

new embankment n the northern side of the Tambraparni ?

The Howble Mr. Siokes — -
XXXIX. The matter is still under the consideration of Government.

The Hon’ble K. KALYANASUNDARAM AIYAR:— . .
X1L. Is it true that some time ago the Head Assistant Magistrate at Palghat

L, i i ith a torture case and
ded the dismissal of a Head Consta_ble in connection wit
:ﬁc:%x:?as subsequent to such recommendation promoted to the grade of an Insgegtof
ofafolice as stated in the issue of the Madras Standard of the 19th January 1897 :

1f s0, will the Government be pleased to institute an inquiry into the matter ?

L ]



QUESTIONS.

The Heon'ble ﬂr. Price :—

X1L. The Government has no information on the subject; the attention of the
Insp tgctor-General of Police will be drawn to the Hon’ble Member's
question.

The Hon’ble K. KALYANASUNDARAM AIYAR 1~

XLI. Will the Government be pleased to state the amount of pe ’

) { nal asses
levied and collected in the several taluks of the Tanjore district og.the grouflxgegg
encroachment on poramboke lands and on house-sites ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Stokes :—
XLl1. The Government has not the information to answer this question,

The Hon’ble X. KALYA&ASUNDARAM AIVAR :—

~ XLIL Isit a fact that karnams have every year to remain af the taluk head-
quarters for the preparation of jamabandi, irrigation and other accounts, that the total
g‘mod theydatrﬁ tt}g}gs requu-;ad to stay there comes generally to several months in
the year, and that they are also summoned very often to appear bef i
inquiries into Revenue petitions ? o ppoRE oo Fahsilders for

. 1f so, will the Government be pleased to order that ba//a be paid to them in
consideration of their low pay and the expenses involved in such frequent stays at
head-quarter stations ? '

. The Hon'ble Mr. Grose :— .

XLII. It is the case that karnams are frequently detained at the taluk head-
quarters for several weeks. -In the district of Cuddapah the karnams
complained last year that they were so detained for more than six
months in the year. If this is true the detention was excessive. A
report bas been called for on the subject. In Standing Order No. 22
(new edition) the following passages are found: “It is very impor-
tant in view of the growing amount of clerical work demanded from
village officers, that the karnams should be kept away from their
villages for as short a time as possible. . . . .

“ The system of snmmoning karnams to the taluk cutcherry and detain-
ing them there for weeks together to write up accounts, which
should have been prepared during the year, should be put a stop to.”

It is also true that karnams are frequently summoned by Tahsildars
with reference to revenue enquiries, and bave sometimes to repair on
that account to the taluk head-quarters, though now that Stationary

~ Bub-Magistrates have been appdinted and Tahsildars visit outlying
villages more frequently than they used to do, this is not necessary

so frequently as it was. - The question whether batta should be given

to karnams on these occasions has been considered. It would be
objectionable for many reasons, one of which i8 that it would make it
the interest of karnams to stay away from their villages longer than
they need. It has becn resolved, therefore, not to give batta but to
increase the pay of karnams, and proposals with this object are now
under- consideration. :

QUESTIOXNS.

.Hon’ble N. SusBa Rao PantuLu :— ‘

LITL Will Government be pleased to statein what districts or parts of districts
the famine allowance under the Civil Account Code to Government servants drawing
a salary of Rs. 15 and less has been granted ? '

Is it & fact that the Board of Revenue, in spite of the objection of the
Collector of the Gdd4vari distriet, ruled that ragi and latterly cholum shonld be treated
as the staple article of food for granting the famine allowance under the Civil Account
Code in the Géd4vari district, though paddy is the standard grain adopted by Mr. Clerk
for purposes of settlement and though rice is the staple article of food used by
Government servants drawing a pay of Re. 14 and less ?

Will Government be pleased to cause an enquiry td be made and-order
that the price of the article of food used by Government servants should determine the
grant of the allowance under the Civil Account Code ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Stokcs :—
LIIL The allowance has not been sanctioned in any distriet.

" {ts a fact that the Board of Revenue has recently ruled that ragi, or,
_ if the Collector recommends so, cholum should be taken as the basis
for granting compensation for dearness of provisions. The conditions
under which this indulgence is to be given have been laid down by
the Government of India and the standard which has been adopted
by it is the cheapest grain which is commonly used by the people, not

the staple grain used by the Government gervants in question.

The Hon’ble N. SupBa Rao PANTULU :—
" LIV. (a) Will Government be pledsed to lay on the table the proceedings
. embodying the policy enunciated by Government at the last meeting of the Council
in answer to my question No. XLV regarding the duration of a settlement ?
() Whether in adopting the said policy the attention of the authorities was
drawn to the following facts :— "
1) That in eonnection with the introduction of the Survey and Settlement

in this Presidency, the policy laid down by the Court of Directors and the Secretary
of State was that the duration of a settlement should be 30 years though the then
Government of Madras expressed itself in favour of a term of 50 years.
(2) That in pursuance of the said policy this Government issued notifi-

cations from time to time whenever Survey and Settlement was introduced into a
district. : )
3} That this Government embodied the said policy in unequivocal terms
in the Settlement Manual and the Standing Orders of the Board of Revenue.

¢) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons which led Government

to set aside this unambiguous policy accepted for more than a quarter of a century
both by the Government and the people and substitute therefor a policy based on
« reasonable expectations ” guided by special circumstances” and determinable by

the authorities for the time being ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Grose :—

LIV. The Government is not at liberty to lay the papers referred to on the
‘table; 4nd caunot furnish the Hon’ble Member with any information 28

to the correspondence which has taken place on the subject.



QUESTIONS.

The Hon’ble X. Susss Rao PANTULU i— .
LV. With reference to the change of policy introduced in July 1895, in conse-
quence of the receipt of the Secretary of State’s Despatch of 1885, in connection with
the principles governing revisions of assessment—

Whether the Despatch of the Secretary of State was issued with reference to
the North-West Provinces and a copy of it was ordered to be sent only to the North-
West Provinces and not to Madras ?

o Whether by the said Despatch the Secretary of State did disapprove of the
principles accopted by this Government that revisions of assessment in ryotwari
districts should be made entirely with reference to prices and that no re-classification
of soils or re-valuation of grain values should be attempted ? .

Whether the Secretary of State by the said Despatch did direct or suggest
to this Government to cancel its previous declarations and pledges ?

Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the said Despatch
of the Secretary of State and, if not, will Government be pleased to state its reasons
for declining to place the same on the table ? '

In case Government is ‘not prepared to lay the Despatch on the table, will

Government be pleased to give such portions of the said Despatch as direct this

Government to set aside its policy governing revisions of assessment or cancel its
previous declarations and pledges ?

The How'ble Mr. Grose :~— .

LV. As the Hon’ble Member was taformed in answer to a question put at the
meeting of the 18th December 1895, the Government'is not prepared
to lay on the table the D-.spatech to which he refers. The Govern-
ment regrets that it cannot give the Hon’ble. Member any further
information on the subject.

The Hon’ble N. Subsa Rao PanTULy :— i
LVI. With reference to the answer given at the’meeting of the Council held
in February 1896 by the Hon’ble Colonel McNeil Campbell that “ the rules for the
distribution of water in the Géd4vari delta were circulated for adoption”, in January
1895, will Government be pleased to state whether the rules have been brought into
force ? If not, what is the cause of the delay ? )
Will Government be pleased to state whether the rules will be brought into
force before the commencement of the next fasli ? ,

The Hon'ble Colonel Campbell :—
LVI. The water distribution rules published in the ¢ Géd4vari District Gazette ”
of 7th January 1897 are already in force in the Géddvari delta as
far as practicable, '

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao PanTuLv :—
LVIL. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the rules, if any, framed
for the distribution of water to the Sangam and N ellore deltas ? o
Is it one of the rules in force since the construction of the Sangam anicut in
1884 that 1,200 cubic feet of water per second should be let down the Sangam anicut
through the under sluices, for the irrigation of the Nellore delta before any is taken
for the Sangam delta? ~ -

" QUESTIONS.

The Hon’ble K. KALYANASUNDARAM AIVAR:—

XLIII. Will the Government be pleased to state the amount of the monthly pay -
of the karnams in the M4yavaram and Kumbakdnam taluks of the Tanjore district and
the amount collected from them as fine during the last four thonths of 1896 ?

The Hon’ble My, Stokes :—
XLIII. The information asked for 18 not available in the Government office.

The Hon’hle K. KALYANASUNDARAM AIYAR ;—
XLIV. Is the statement in the issue of the Madras Mail. of the 29th December
1896, that the amount collected as village-cess in the Tanjore district in 1895-96 was

61 lakhs of rupees, correct ?

1£ 8o, will the Government be pleased to state the cause of the sudden increase
of this cess from Rs. 1,47,360 in 1894-95 (vide page 68 of the Proceedings of the
Council of Fort St. George of 1896) to 61 lakhs of rupees in 1895-96 ?

If not, will the Government be pleased to state the amount actually collected ?

The How'ble Mr. Stokes :—
XLIV. Thé statement in the Madras Mazl is not correct. The sum collected
from the ryots as village-cess was Rs. 3,16,621.

The Village Cess Act was introduced into the Tanjore district from
the 1st July 1894. The collection in the ‘last nine months of that
year was Rs. 1,47,360. The collections in the first three months of
1895-96 were 1:59 lakhs, and in the last nine months 1567 lakhs.
The increase of Rs. 10,000 in the latter amount is due to increase

of land revenue.

The Hon’ble K. KALYANASUNDARAM AIVAR :— :
XLV. (a) Will the Government be plteased to state the number of night station-

- masters employed in the South Indiun Railway on a monthly salary of Rs. 10 to

Rs. 20 who, in addition to their proper work of receiving and starting trains, &c.
are also made to perform the duties of the signallers and booking clerks ?

() Will it be pleased to order a more liberal scale’of pay to these officers
and a more adequate establishment to some of the stations on the same line ?

' The Hon'ble Colonel Campbell :— ‘ | |
XLYV. () The following assistant stationmasters are employed :— " -

. 95 on Rs. 17-8-0 per mensem.

11 on Rs. 20 per mensem. .

Those in receipt of Rs. 17-8-0 are appointed at minor stations and
attend to the signalling of trains and booking of passengers, as
it is considered that there is not sufficient work to necessitate
the employment of a separate staff. At most of the-tations
where the 20 rupees men are employed, a separate signaller and -

" booking or assistant clerk is given. L ,

(%) The scale of pay was raised from Rs. 15 to Rs. 17-8-0 in August

1896 and compares favourably with the pay given to men in similar

*.. | positions on other railways. It is not contemplated to farther

increase the pay or establishment at the stations at present, as the

present arrangements are considered adequate.

a



{ QUE TIONS.

The Hon’bie . JAMBULINGAM MUDALIYAR :—

-

XLVL (a) Whether the Government is aware that fees for serving processes are
polle?ted_l n th(? Qourts of District and Subordinate Judges at double the rates levied
in Distriet Munsifs’ Courts although the same agency is utilized for serving processes
in all classes of .courts under the present system of Central and Deputy Nazir ?

(0) Whether it is a fact that process-servers have not ordinari
beyond the limits of jurisdiction of DistI:*ict Munsifs to serve proeessegllgrf t%)gﬁ"if(?tl:
Courts or Subordinate Judges’ Courts, as all processes are served by the men attached
to the Munsifs’ Courts in whose jurisdiction the parties or witnesses may be living ?
_(¢) Whether thereis not large surplus every year of receipts over expenditure
under this head and, if so, will the Government be pleased to give relicf to the public
by equalizing the rates or use the surplus in improving the ciyil judicial establish-

ments, and the buildings, furniture, &c., of civil courts and forming suitable law

libraries or improving the same in all the districts ?

The Ilon’ble My, Price :—

XLVI. (a) “Yes.”
() “Yes.”? ‘
(¢) There is at present a surplus and the subject of the equalization
of the rates is now under consideration by Government.
The Hon'ble C. JAMBULINGAM MUDALIYAR :—

. XLVIL Will the Government be pleaéed to state what orders, if any, have been
issued in the mwatter of remission and postponement of kists in the affected districts
and place on the table all papers connected with the subject ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Stokes :—

XLVIIL. It rests with the Board of Revenue to deal with the suspension of the |

collection of kists in the first instance. The matter is receiving
the attention of the Board and the postponement of the December
kists in the affected districts of Bellary, Anantapur, Kurnool and
Cuddapah has already been allowed in all cases in which the grant
of remissions may be considered necessary. The whole of the
January kist has also been postponed in the Proddatur, Jaminala-
madugu, Plulivendla and Cuddapah taluks of Cuddapah. The

Collector of Bellary has also been authorized to postpone the dry -

kists of January and February wherever this may be necessary.
As regards wet -assessment, Collectors dre competent to suspend
till jamabandi the collection of any revenue that is likely to be
remitted. C

The following papers will be placed oni the Council table :——
- Board’s Proceedings, No. 322, dated 6th November 1896,

” ” No. 448, dated 18th December 1896,
» ’ No. 2, dated 1st January 1897,
. - No. 472, dated 31st December 1896,

” ’ No. 61, dated 25th January 1897,

QUESTIONS.

The Hon’ble C. JAMBULINGAM MUDALIYAR :—

XLVIIL. Will the Government be pleased to remit totally dry assessment in the [
caso of all ryots, holding dry land pattas of Rs. 20 and less, whose crops may have '

wholly failed or who may have got a partial return of less than 8-anna crop, in view to
" the ryot’s need for any small outturn he may have for his own subsistence during the

present distress in the affected district ?

The Hon;ble Mr. Grose :—

XLVIIL The rules for the graut of dry remissions will be found at paragraph
4 of the Board’s Standing Order No. 23. Government cannot
accept any system of dry remissions which would deal with indi-
viduals in view of the abuses to which such a system would give
rise.

The Hon'ble C. JaAMBULINGAM MUDALIYAR :—

XLIX. (a) Isit a fact that ragi has been taken as the staple food-grain to
calculate famine wages in the Cuddapah district ? :
(6) Is the Government aware that in the affected tracts of the Cuddapah
district cholum is the staple food-grain ? ' _
(c) Is the Government aware that by reason of the adoption of ragi for
caleulation of wages, the relief-workers would be paid less than what they would earn
if .the cholum standard were adopted, owing to the prevailing higher price of the

latter ? oy .
(d) Will the Government be pleased to order the adoption, in all cases, of

the staple food-grain of the place only for the purpose of calculating famine wages ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Stokes : —

XLIX. (a)Yes, but on a representation from the Collector that cholum is the

grain used by relief-workers, the Board has now directed that
in accordance with section 121 of the Famine Code the grain in
ordinary use by the workers at the time of payment should be
taken as the standard for fixing wages,

(5) Yes. _

(¢) Yes, cholum being the dearer grain. : ‘

(¢) Government is unable to issue orders in the sense asked for.

v’ - Relief wages will be determined with reference to the grain in

ordinary use by. the labourers.

The Hon’ble C. JAMBULINGAM MUDALIYAR :—

. L. (a) Is it a fact that, up to 31st December 1896, a sum of about Rs. 800
only has been advanced to tyots under the Land Improvement Loans Act XIX of

1868 in the Cuddapah district during the present distress, whereas several lakhs of

rupees were advanced during the famine 6f 1891-92 in the same district ?

b) If the above facts are correct, Will the Government be pleased to investi--

gate and state the oauses that led to such small sum being taken by the ryots during

" the current year, and adopt such measures as may be necessary to give effect to the

recommendations contained in Rule 126 of the Madras Famine Code. .




QUESTIONS.

The Honw'ble Mr. Stokes :—

L. (a) From the information at the disposal of Government, it appears that up
to the end of December 1896, only Re. 1,000 in round numbers were
advanced in Cuddapah. In 1891-92, about 596" lakhs were taken
in the whole district in the whole year.

(8) The Beard is giving its attention to this matter. No special investiga-
+ tion by Government seems to be necessary.

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Pantury :—

LI. Will Government be pleased to state the extent of damage caused to the
crops by the floods of 1896 in the Gdddvari and Kistna distriets and the measures
adopted for the relief of'ryots whose erops have been so lost ?

Will Government be pleased to place on the table the reports of the Collec-
tors of Gdddvari and Kistna with the orders of the Board of Revenue or Government,
if any, in the above matter ? v

Will Government be pleased to state whether, in tracts where crops have
wholly or partially failed owing to floods or short rainfall, kists are collected with
the same rigidity as in normal years? If not, will Government be pleased to state
in what districts or parts of districts Government has suspended the collection of
kists ? -

The How'ble Mr. Stokes -—

LI. (@) The damage caused by the floods in GSddvari and Kistna was con-
siderable, and the measures adopted for the relief of the ryots
were— ’ ,

(1) The postponement of kists in the affected villages to February or
March azd in individual cases of real hardship till June 1897,
(2) Free grant of loans under the Land Improvement and Agriculturists’
Loans Acts for the removal of silt accumulations, purchase of
seed-grains, caftle, &e., .
The question what remissions are necessary will be considered in
due course at jamabandi. ‘ A
The answer to the second part of the question is that the Govern-
ment is not prepared to place the papers asked for on the Editors’
Table.
. Most of the third part of the question has been answered in the
reply to question XLVIL In tracts where crops have failed kists
are not collected with the same rigidity as in normal years,

The Hon’bls N. Suspa Rao PantuLy :—

LII. Will Government be pleased to state the rules laid down for granting
remissions in normal years in cases where crops have partially failed ?
Will Government be pleased to state what special orders bave been issued
for granting remissions in years like the present ? ) .
Will Government be pleased to place on the .table the rules issued on the
subject ?

The Hon’dle Mr. Stokes :—

LI1. The rules for the grant of remissions in normal years are laid down in the
Board’s Standing Order No. 23, New Edition. No special orders bave
been issued for the grant of remissions in years like the present.

QUESTIONS.

Special classes to teach certain commercial subjects have been opened
in the Brennen College, Tellicherry. Government sees no present
necessity to maintain a mumber of commercial schools under its
direct management.

The Hon’ble P. Rancayya NaYupU:— ”

LXVII. Will the Government be pleased to place a statement of the amounts
spent by the various district boards for educational purposes during the last three
years in this Presidency ? Has there been any reduction in the amounts spent for
educational purposes and has there been any correspondence regarding the same
between the (Government and the Director of Public Instruction?

'Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is not desirable to fix a
percentage of Local Fund receipts to be spent for educational purposes with a view to
save all correspondence in the matter? Will the Government be pleased to state -
whether they have taken any steps to impart primary education to the children of the
hill tribes in Northern Circars, and if any steps have been taken, whut is the amount
they intend allotting for the purpose ?

The Hon’ble Mr. Bliss :—

LXVII. As regards the first part of this question, the Hon’ble Member is
referred to the General Local Fund Reviews for the last three
years, which contain the required information. As regards the
second part of the question, there has been ne reduction in the
total amount spent for educational purposes. The Government
does not consider it desirable to lay down any fixed percentage
of Local Fund receipts to be spent on education. Over 150 Gov-
ernment schools are at work in the agency tracts of the Northern
Circars and these are specially intended for the hill tribes, though
the tribes have not yet availed themselves of them to the extent
that was contemplated or is desirable. The current year's budget
has provided about Rs. 32,000 towards their upkeep. o

The Hon'’ble P. RaneayyA NaYUDU :—

LXVIII. Will the Government be pleased to state what amounts were collected
as printing charges in the High Court of Madras from the litigants for the years
1894-95, 1895-96 and 1896-97 ; what amount was actually spent for printing and
were there any savings in those years? Will the Government also state whether the

old scale of charges from parties is continued or a reduction or increase is made in it ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Price :—

% LXVIIL. The Houble Member is referred to the Civil Estimates for the
S answer to the first part of thg question. The Government has no
information on the other subjects referred to in the question.

The Hon’ble P, Raneavya Navupu:— .

. LXIX. Will the Government be pleased to stat:e whether they received sanction
to the scheme for the re-organization of the Educational Department in this Presi-
dency ; and, if s0, when is it likely to come into force ? Will the Government place

~ on the table all correspondence relating to the subject ?.



QUESTIONS.
The Hon'ble Dr. Duncan :—

LXIX. Sanction was received-and the scheme introduced with effeéi from lst.

January 1397. The Resolution of the Government of India on the
subject was republished from the f5azetle of Indiain Part I of the Fort

" 8t. George Gazette of the 4th August 1894 to which the Hou’ble
Member is referred.

The Hon’ble P. Rancéayya Nayupvy :—

LXX. Has the attention of Government been drawn to the paragraphs in 7he
Hindu of the 27th and 28th January relating to the practice of Inspectors of
Schools making text books for the lower standards and to the tendency to the use
of undue influence to get them adopted ? Will the Government be pleased to call for
and lay on the table a return showing the names and number of the text books com-
piled by Inspectors, and in use in all or some of the insfitutions in their respective
“circles and also the names of those institutions and the date when these books were
introduced ? .

The Hon'ble Mr. Grose :— ‘

LXX. Government has perused the paragraphs in The Hindu. Mr. Mars-
- den’s connection'with the preparation and publishing of text books
viewed in relation to his position on the Text-book Committee and as
Inspector of Schools was under the consideration of the Director
several months ago and is still engaging his attention. The use of
undue influence on the part of any inspecting officer to get the books

in which he is interested: introduced into a school would be a
breach of the regulations of the department ; and if brought to the
notice of the Director, the officer doing so would be severely dealt
with. Government is not prepared to call for and lay on the table
the return requested by the Hon’ble Member. A consolidated list
of all approved text books will shortly be published by the Director

of Public Instruction and from this list the Hon’ble Member will be
able to ascertain what books have been prepared by Inspecting
officers. Managers of schools have according to the rules absolute

freedom to select from tbis list the books they wish to use. If any

attempt is made by an Inspecting officer to interfere with the
freedom of a manager in this respect, the manager has his remedy in
an appeal to the head of the department. ' :

The Hon’ble P. Raxeayya Navupvu ;— .

LXXI. Will the Government be pleased to state Whether its attention has'

been drawn to the position of inspecting schoolmasters ? Have any steps been taken,
or are they in contemplation to bettertheir pay and prospects ?

The Hon’ble Mr. Grose :—

LXXI. Yes. The Government is not at present prepared to take any steps
in the matter.

The Hon’ble P. RaNaayya Nayupvu :—

LXXII. Will the Goverdment be pleased to state whether its attention has been
drawn to a paragraph in Z%e Hindu, dated lst February 1897 scomplaining against
the conduct of the District Magistrate of Kurnool in forcing the toddy lease-holders
to open toddy-shops? - If itg attention has not 1_)een drawn to it, will the Government
be pleased to take notice of it and cause enquiries to be made into the matter ?

¥
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it is the undoubted intention of the legislature 18 one without any foundation what-

. ever. It may be that the Members of the Board of Revenue who drafted the original

Bill might have interded it to be so. I do not wish to deny what was passing in

‘their minds when the section was drafted. But so far as we were cancerned—I can

say that of almost of all the members on this side of the table, though I cannot
vouch for the official members—we never understood that that power was ever to be
given to the Board of Kevenue by the passing of that section 19. The Hon’ble
Mzr. Crole at the last meeting of the Council was good enough to remark that as
an enemy and critic of the Bill, he considered that the right of appeal was taken
away. He was perfectly welcome to make that remark us an enelmy and critic of
the Bill, but I, as a friend of the Bill and as one who assisted in the passing of the
Bill, would not certainly make that remark and woulgl not cast such a slur on the
legislation passed by the Hon’ble Members of this ‘Councll. Another ground
which has been put forward in support of the measure is thq ground of public in-
convenience., That is the ground which—you will be surprised to hear—was put
forward by the Board of Revenue, when it addresséd the Government to allow this
logislation to be brought forward. ~What is the public inconvenience when a
number of appeals which had been wrongly dismissed should be re-heard ? Is thas
a publio inconvenience ? When the lower Court is ordered to re-hear a certain
suit or appeal, can you come forward and say in the appellate court that it is public
inconvenience ? ‘It would be rather more appropriate to say that it is the private
inconvenience of the Hon’ble Members of the Board of Revenue, that they should
be called upon to hear appeals which in their view they consider altogether inadmis-
gible by the passing of this legislature. The Hon’ble Members pf the Bqard
of Revenue were constituted the highest court of appeafl under .thl.s regulafnon;
and that this highest court of appeal should say that it is a pubhc inconvenience
that they should do justice to the parties is a statement yvhlch 1 cannot accept.
Hon’ble Members may well conceive what would be the feelings of the pubhc if the
Hon’ble Judges of the High Court for instance should, because the High Court is
congested on account of a large number of second appeals, address th_e Qovernmgnt
to move the Supreme Government to pass a rule that appe_als and petitions pendm_g
on a certain day should be allowed to be struck off and put it on the ground of public
ipconvenience. 1 submit, that constituted as the Board of Revenue is as the highest
judicial ;mthority in the matter, I think it is not at all judlqlal or judicious for them
to say that public inconvenience is caused by their re-hearing appgals according to
the orders of Government. I much regrot that the real facts which we now have
befére us were not brought to the notice of Government, when- sanction wag
obtained for this matter. From the answer given by pbe Hon’ble Mr. Crole to the
question I have put to him with the permission of His Excellency the number of

\ appeals filed before the 1st of October and pending on that date and dismissed on

the ground that they were inadmissible is not 500 as they put forward but only 96,
That cuts the whole ground from under the feet of those whe are responsible for
this legislation. I am only surprised that, after the statement made in the Select

- Committee that there were only 96 appeals, this Bill should be pressed before the

Council and this Council should be asked to give its sanction to a retrograde and a

" most monstrous measyre for the convenience of the Members of the Board of

Revenue at the sacrifice of the interests of the parties who attach the highest value
to the hereditary offices although the Hon’ble Members of the Board of Revenus

" may not attach the ssme value to these offices. We know that people attach the
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highest value to these hereditary offices and it is admitted that
fro§n cpurt to court. When such is the value attached to the
their right to prefer appeals to the Board of Revenue should be tak :

to suit the convenience of the Hon’ble Members of the Board ofeli{away snpply
statement Whl(?h canxot find much support. Another reason stated ievteﬁme W 8
must be a finality to the decisions of the Board of Revenue. Because tb: d'at tghere
all these appeals under a wrong conception of law is it to be that the ysh lsrinssed
be re-opened ? I always understood finality to go with justice. But w}Irlen ?xlljgs&g:

for them they litigat:
gate
se offices, to.say that

is done to parties, there is no finality ; and the question must be re-opened and justice °

done. Thereford to put forward the question of finality when injustite ;
under a misconception of law is an argqﬁment which doesynot i:ﬂ:::]tuitrl:git:so: (31‘0
hlg_hest court of appeal ‘constituted under this Act. There is another ar umen:
which has been advanced for introducing this legislation—that argument hgs been
repeated by the Hon’ble Mr. Arundel when he introduced this Bill—and, that is, if
this legislation is not passed by this Council there would possibly be thousands of
appeals before Collect.ors which they would have to rehear.. As far as I have
been able to see there is no foundation for this remark, because the power of appeal
under the old Regulation and the power of appeal under the present Act are s?ub-
stantially the same. Practically we have to deal simply with the Board of Revenue ;
and we find that the 500 appeals which they had to rehear had reduced themselves to
96. Taking the question either on principle or expediency, there is no ground what-
ever why we should give our sanction to this measure. Therefore my amendment is
simply limited, as I have said, to the omission of three words *or be heard.” B
omitting those words we would be doing justice to parties in 96 cases. Even if
the number of appeals be ten thousand wkich the Board of Revenue would have to
rehear, they ought to rekear them; and the only application they would have to
make is not for the introduction of a retrospective measure to do injustice to the
people, but for additional Members of the Board. I am siniply astonished at the
introduction of this measure. The very simple reason for all this is that the
a}nend'ment brought forward about the Revenue Board Bill was not listened to:
That is the reason why the Revenue Board has got into this unpleasant posibion‘
That amendment was that the highest court of appeal, constituted under a different
regulation, should, in JUdlClal proceedings, hear the pleaders of the parties; and if
 they had followed that simple procedure they would not have fallen into this error;
for the pleaders would have at once pointed out that these appeals are not inad-
missible. They did not hear pleaders not because they are not bound to hear
them, but because they rely upon their wisdom ; and this is the result of if. I
make these strong remarks and I hope I will be pardoned by the Hon’ble Members
round this table. I do not make these remarks in any way to give offence, but I
make them simply becanse gross injustice is done. The legislation made under the

cover of this Bill ought not for a moment to be tolerated ; and it is disastrous to the

best interests of the country, it is a precedent which would be taken u

by any officer, and woe to the interestspof the country ! I feel strongly aﬂdariyhgai
I. will be pardoned for my trespass, I'have the highest respect for the presegt
Members of the Board of Revenue. The whole fault lies in their not ‘availing
themselves of the power which they have under the rules. They are mnot prohis
bited from taking assistance in the disposal of judicial matters and because they
do not want the assistance, they make all these proposals. I submit that this'is
not a matter of prestige or of state policy, but this 18 a matter of private parties and

QUESTIONS.

The Hon'ble Mr. Bliss :—
LXXII The Government does not sce sufficient grounds for enquiring as to
the Collector’s order. Any one who is aggrieved can complain to
the Board of Revenue. *
The Hon’ble P. RaNaayva NAYUDU :— :

LXXIII, Will the Government be pleased to inquire and report whether it is a
fact that the High Court establishment on the Appellate Side had only one day’s
holiday during the Christmas vacation and that since the appointment of Mr. C. G,
Todhuuter as Deputy Registrar the payment of the salaries of the subordinate officials,
peons and other scrvants is being made only after the 10th of every month ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Bliss :— |
LXXIIL. The Gevernment has no information. The Government has no
authority to interfere with the details of the working of the
establishment of the High Court and declines therefore to comply -
with the Hon’ble Member’s request.
The Hon’ble P. RaNuvayya NAYUDU :—
LXXIV. With reference to my question at the last meeting of the Council

. whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to an abticle in Zhe

Hindu of the 18th November 1896 regariing the assignment of darkhast lands to
a Missionary in the village of Manur in the taluk of Conjeeveram, the Government
was pleased to state “No”? Has the Government made inquiry into the matter
subsequently and is the Government ncw in a position to state whether the lands

referred to were assigned to a stranger or'not ? .
The Hon'ble. Mr. Stokes :— ~ - \
LXXIV. The Government did not think it necessary to make any inquiry
subsequently.

The Hon’ble P. Rancayya NAYUDU :— .

LXXV. Will the Government be pleased to state why no action was taken by
the Diktrict Magistrate of Malabar against Unni Tampuran, 3 defence witness in the
Calicut torture case, who gave evidence before the Committing Magistrate, but who
was found by Mr. H. H. O’Farrell, the Bessions J udge, to have evaded summons in
order to avoid appearing in the Sessions Court (vide his Judgment, dated 28th
November 1895)? ~ Will the Government kindly order the District Magistrate to carry
out the Sessions Judge’s order in accordance with the law ?

. Thé Hon’ble Mr. Bliss : — ’
* LXXYV. The Government has no information on the point.

The Hon’ble P. Ranaayva Navuou:— :
ILXXVIL Will the Government be pleased, in view to the present disturbed con-

. dx ton of the Ernad: and Wallavanad taluks in the Malabar district, to appoint &

Special Officer well gcquainted.with the country and possessing local influence to deal

with the grave crimes in those taluks either independently or in co-operation with
the local officers ? : : . ' o

The How'ble Me. Bliss :— . - : .

LXXVI The Government cansiders that the officers now employed in

-+ -Malabar are well acquainted with the. country and possess local

"+ influence and hus no intention of making any chenges there at

Cpresemt, - .o i o Mentd T

[l



MADRAS SURVEY BILL,

RULES FOX THE CONDUCT OF BUSINESS AT MEETINGS
' OF TIIE COUNCIL. :

The SecreTarY reported that the alteration made by the Council at the
- meeting of 9th December last in the definition of Secretary’ in the rules received
the assent of His Excellency the Governor on the 12th idem.

ACTS ASSENTED TO BY H.E. THE GOVERNOR. ,

- The Secrerary reported that the Bill to amend the Madras Revenue
Recovery Act 11 of 1864, which was passed by the Council on the 9th December
last, received the assent of His Excellency the Governor on the 12th idem.

ACTS ASSENTED TO BY H.E. THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL.

His Excellency the Presioent.—I have the honour to announce the assent of
© His Excellency the Governor-General to the Act to amend the Madras Revenue
Recovery Act II of 1864, :

PETITIONS, &c.

The S¥crerary laid on the table the following papers with reference to the
answers given to questions Nos. I and XXX I asked at the meeting of the Council
held on the 9th Deeember last :—

(1) G.O., No. 1567, Judicial, dated 80th September 1896, containing Mr.
VIVinterbotham’s report on the late. Mappillu djsaster and the orders of Government
thereon. *

(2) Letter to the Government of Irdia, No. 202, Public, dated 8th February
1896, regarding the new office of Secretary to Government, Local and Municipal
Departmerit. ' . '

"'he Secretary also reported the receipt of a memorial from Chenchu Ramaiya
of Nellore on the subject of the profession tax in connection with the District
Municipalities Bill now before the Cduncil.

MADRAS SURVEY BILL.

The Hon’ble Mr. J. GrosE, C.I.E., in moving for the suspension of so much of
Council Rule 34 as required 15 days’ previous publication in view of the introduc-
tion of a Uil to amend the law relating to Survey and the Settlement of boundary
disputes, said : — '

The Survey Bill was published by the order of the Governor under Rule 83°of
the rules in the Gazette of the 26th January. Under Rule 34 of the rules I could
therefore introduce it if 15 days had elapsed since the dvte of publication. As it
happens, only 14 days have elapsed since the date of publication so that I cannot
introduce it ab this meeting of the Council unless the ruie requiring publication
15 days beforehand is suspended. Our present survey law-which is contained in
Act XXVIII of 1860 agd Madras Act 1T of 1854 is ‘obviously defective and stands
in pressing need of speedy amendment. It ought to have been amended long ago.
1 submit that the need of amendment as'shown in the Statement of Objects and
Reasons is so manifest that it would be a waste of time to ask "leave to introduce
an amending Bill under Rule 81 of the rules. Sucli suggestions as we are likely
to get regarding 1t can be most usefully discussed in Select Committee. Sufficient
publicity has been given to t-h(? Bill which appeared. in the Gazette fourteen days
ago. Itis with respec® to oniy one day out of fifteen that I ask that the rule

BILL 70 AMEND MADRAS ACT IIT OF 1895'(THE MADRAS
HEREDITARY VILLAGE OFFICES ACT, 1895).

His Excellency the Presienr.—I would ask the Hon’ble Member in charge

of the Bill if his motion was for the consideration of the Bill and the report or only
for the consideration of the report. I forget the exact terms of his motion.

. The Hon’ble Mr. C. S. Crore.—I announced that I preserted the report of

the Select Committee and then moved that it be taken into consideration.

The Hon'ble N. Susea Rao Panrviv.—If the Bill has not been taken into
consideration the amendment does not come in.

His Excellency the Presinenr.—Now under section 47 it devolves on you to
move that the Bill be taken into consideration. | B

The Hon’ble Mr, C. S. CroLe.—Your Excellency would remember that after my
first motion was passed I rose up, and when the Hon’ble Subba Rao caught Your
Excellency's eye, I sat'down and I then intended to move that the Bill be taken

“into consideration. I now beg to move that the Bill be taken into consideration.

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W, Briss seconded the motion.

 The Hon'’ble.N. Sussa Rao Pasrure.—I now bring forward my amendment
that in section 1, the words ““ or be heard " be omitted.

The Hon'ble Mr. C. 8. CroLE.—I am sorry to intrude on Your Excellency, but I
must ask for a ruling as to whether the substance of the Bill alluded to in Rule 48
does not cover the principle of the Bill. As I understand the principle of the
Bill was accepted by the Council at the first reading. The discussion of the
principles of the Bill has been specially barred when the report comes under
consideration. The question is Whether at this stage a motion which cuts away,
if not all, at least half of the roots of the measure can be discussed in the shape of
an amendment of three words.

His Excellency the Presioent.—1 think the Hon’ble Member in pursuance to
gection 49 of the Standing Rule should move'section by section. The amendment

_ cannot be brought forward until gections are moved one by one and it shall be

taken in the order in which tbe sections are taken.

The Hon'ble Mr. C. S. CroLe.—I beg to move that section 1 be taken into
consideration. : : : )
Section 1 runs as follows :— -

" *1. The following shall be deemed to have been inserted after section 23 of
the Madras Hereditary Village Offices Act, 1895, at the time when that Act came
into force :— ' :

, 93-a. Notwithstanding anything contained in any Regulation or Act to the
contrary, no appeal shall lie or be heard after the commencement of this Aect from
any, Qecree or order passed in any guit brought or appeal made under Madras
Regulafion VI of 183Funléss'su'ch appeal would lie under section 23 had the deoree
or orer saught to be appealed against been passed’in a suit, appeal or proceeding
commenced nnder this Act. .« A

The How'ble N. Suzsa Rao Paxroro.—My amendment is “ that the words “ or-
be heard ’:im: aection 1 be omitted.” This section deals with two classes of
appesis one pendingat the time that Act ILL of 1895 was brought into farce. and
the other preferred , subsequent to the passing of the Act. These two classes of

appoals are, dealt m’ohﬁ :segtion 1 which says that no appeal shall lie ‘iftar the

-
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‘commencement of this Act, that is to say, appeals which eould have been preferred

under Regulation VI of 1831 shall not be allowed to be preferred after this Act

has been brought into force. It gives power to the Board of Revenue to refuse to
entertain appeals preferred subsequent to the date on which Act IIT of 1895 was
brought into force. With that portion of the Act I am not concerned —I leave that
portion of the Act intact—but I am concerned with the other portion of the Act,
namely, appeals which were preferred before the date on which this Act was
brought into force, that is, 1st of October 1895. With regard to those appeals
which were, as a matter of fact, pending disposal before the Board of Revenue on
the 1st of October 1895, this Bill empowers the Board of Revenue to reject them
as inadmissible under Act III of 1895, Therefore the question is simply this—
-whether we should allow this retrospective Bill and thereby enable the Board of
Revenue to dismiss all appeals pending on the date when'this Act was brought

mto force. There is a difference between the two sets of appeals, one set of appeal -

is preferred after this Act was brought into force and the other set of appeals was
pending on the date when this Act was brought into force. The question is
whether we should enable the Board of Revenue to dismiss all appeals which had
been preferred under the previous Regulation before the 1st of Octobier 1895. There
seems to be no reason whatever for this retrograde measure. This retrospective
operation of any enactment ought not to be utilised except under very extreme
circumstances of state policy or other emergency calling for instantaneous action,
Therefore I submit that unless a very strong case is made out as to why the parties
‘who preferred their appeals to the Boatd of Revenue for the adjudication of their
rights should be deprived of their rights, this portion of the Bill should not be
allowed to be passed. So far as my personal feeling went I was against the whole
. Bill. But I yielded to the suggestion of the Hon’ble Bhashyam Aiyangar that the
portion of the Bill might be rightly restricted to those appeals where the rights of
the parties had accrued. -Therefore there can be no justification whatever to take
awzy such rights. I submit that, as far as I have been able to read the papers placed
before us, I find no justification whatever for the introduction of this measure. I
submit it i3 monstrous that appeals which were pending on the 1st of October 1895
should be allowed to be dismissed without any enquiry whatever. One of the
strong grounds which is apparently urged in suppert of this retrospective and
retrograde legislation is that it was the undoubted intention of the legislature when
Act 111 of 1895 was passed that there should be this retrospective effect given
under section 19 of Act III of 1895. Much stress has been laid on this and
apparently that is the corner stone as it were for this legislation, and as I waa one
that took part in the passing of that measure I feel bound to say that I never
understood section 19 as enabling the Board of Revenue to strike off without enquiry
all-appeals that were pending before them on the Ist October 1895, when the Act
had to be brought into force. I never understood it and that point was never
mentioned in this Council. If the Hon’ble Members will take the trouble to see
the proceedings of the meeting when that measure was being discussed, they will
find that numerous amendments were brought forward with regard to different
sections; but it was never explained—so far as I was concerned I never understood
it—that section 19 was intended to enable the Board of Revenue to strike off all
appeals pending before them. If that point was explained I would have been the
first to protest against such an authority being given to the Board of Revenue. I
submit, therefore, that the contention which is apparentlv the best forthcoming thag

MADRAS SURVEY BILL.

may be suSp;anded. I accordingly move, Sir, under Rule 70, tha} the part of Rule
34 of the rules which runs thkus :—¢ Provided that no Bill shall be introduced till 15
clear days from the date of its publication under Rule 32 or 83 as the case may
be, &c.,” shall be suspended.

The Hon’ble V. BuasuYaM Arvancar seconded the motion,

The motion was put and agreed to.

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Grose then moved that the Bill be read in Council. In
doing 80 he said :—

Under the part of Rule 34 which has not been suspended, I move that the
Survey Bill be read in Council. A glance at Act' XXVIII of 1860 is sufficient to
show that the language is not clear, and that its sections are so arranged that it is
a very difficult matter to pick out of it the law as to any particular point. There
are no_definitions, though many terms are used in the Act which ought to be
defined. It relates to two entirely different subjects, viz., the prosecution of
gurveys and the settlement of boundary disputes, but they are confused together.
It contains no provisions as to the maintenance of boundary marks, though it is
obviously of very little use to set up such marks unless they are mainfained. Act
II of 1884 remedies this omission, but all the law relating to boundary marks
fhould be contained in one enactment. In the case of boundary disputes which
do not arise in the course of a survey, and such cases happen very frequently, the
Act only empowers the settling officer to examine the documents which are volun-
tarily produced and the witnesses who voluntarily attend.. It does mot require
them to compel the attendance of witnesses or record the result. It tells him to
issue a decision which, subject to revision by the authority to whom the officer is
immediately subordinate, shall be final, until set aside by a Civil Court to which, as
it says, an appeal shall lie. Boundary disputes are often very important matters,
and I think there can be no doubt but that the enquiring officer should be em-

owered to call for all evidence which appears relevant and compelled to examine
1t and record it regularly. The wording of the Act leaves it in doubt whether the
appeal to the Civil Court should be against the original decision of the settling
officer or the revised decision by his superior: The High Court have ruled that
it is the original decision not the revised decision. This is contrary to the inten-
tion of the framers of the Act. Ol course there can be mo real appeal if the
evidence on which the dgcision appealed against was based is not recorded. Again
the Act is couched in language which makes it uncertain whether it applies to
survey and the detevmination of boundary disputes inside zamindaris. Legal

+ authorities have given conflicting opinions on this subject. The uncertainty

should he put an end to. It seems to be clear that survey inside estates should be
allowed, if the proprietor wishes it or Government considers it necessary, in order
to prevent a disturbance or a dispute likely to involve disturbance or for other
reasons such, for instance, as the desirabihty of surveying a municipality which is
inside an estate. The Act contains many provisions about arbitration, about
penaltjes for disobeying summonses, making false statements, erasing, altering,
removing or injuring boundary marks and obstructing survey officers, and about
applying Regulations I of 1822 and VII of 1828 to survey and settlement offices
which are altogether unnecessary, havihg been superseded by the Indian Penal
Code and the Civil Procedure .Code. The Bill, which I ask leave to introduce; is

 intended to remedy all these faults. This is its principle. I need not dildte on

its provisions, for they are peculiarly matters for a Selech Committee to consider,
1 move accordingly thut the Bill be read in Council, - e :

.



BILL FURTHER TO AMEND THE MADRAS RENT RECOVERY
ACT VIII OF 1865, |

The Hon'ble V. BrasayaM Ai1vancar.—I second the motion.
The motion was put to the Council and agreed to.
The SECRETARY read the title of the Bill.

The Hon'ble Mr. J. Grose.—The Bill having been read in Couneil, I move ¢ that

it be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. J. Sturrock,
the Hon’ble P. Rajaratna Mudaliyar, the Hon’ble Mr. G. Stokes, the Hon’ble C.

Jambulingam Mudaliyar, the Hon’ble the Advocate-General and myself, and. that

the committee be directed to submit its report. within three weeks.”
The Hon’ble K. KarvaxasuNparay Arvar seconded the motion.
The motion was put and agreed to.

BILL TO AMEND THE RELIGIOUS ENDOWMENTS ACT XX OF 1863.

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Paxrriu said that as he understood that a decision
was likely to be shortly reached by Government on the question of legislation on
the subject of the Bill, he withdrew the motion standing in his name, to introduce
the bill, leave to introduce which was given to the Hon’ble K. Kalyanasundaram
Aiyar at the meeting of the Council held on the 26th February 1896.

BILL FURTHER TO AMEND THE MADRAS RENT RECOVERY
ACT VIII OF 1864.

The Hon’ble V. Bassayam Atvancar introduced the Bill to further amend the
Madras Rent Recovery Act VIII of 1865. In doing so he said :— .

e

Having given my reasons in full at the last weeting of the Council, whe
applying for leave to introduce the Bill to amend Madras Act VIIL of 1865 in
certain respects, I think it unnecessary to detain the Council by making a lengthy
speech, which would, in great part, bé but a repetition of what I had already
stated explanatory of the provisions of the Bill and the reasons therefor. I ouly
wish to say that several of the amendments proposed in the Bill ought to have been
made years ago. But no proposal to effect such amendments was apparently made
because a general revision of the Tenancy Act has for many years beeu under the
consideration of Government and every year it was expected that the measure
would be soon ripe for being introduced into Council. ‘But, experience having
clearly shown the inexpediency and inutility of calculating upon such expectatious,
1 am sure that we should profit by such past experience and not postpone further
the consideration of this limited measure dealing with a few of the modifications
of the existing law which are urgently called for in a statute which is of the utmost
practical importance to landlords and tenants in this Presidency. A compre-
hensive Bill on the subject of landlord and tenant in this Presidency is necessarily
one which cannot be ripe for introduction into this Council before its complex
provisions are carefully considered by different responsible authorities. And even
after the measure is introduced into this Council, the deliberations of this Council
and of the Select Committee will extend over a considerable period and ample time
will have to be afforded for public criticism of the Bill in its different stages. In
addition to the few changes in the existing law which are proposed in the present
Bill, there is no doubt that several others of more or less importance can be sug-
gested ; but 1 think it inexpedient to widen considerably the seope of the Bill and
thus defeat its very object, viz., to avoid any delay beyond the present sessions

)
[y

BILL TO AMEND MADRAS ACT III OF 1895 (THE MADRAS -
"HEREDITARY VILLAGE OFFICES ACT, 1895).

ia defectivy in that it does not specifically exclude the operation of section 8 of the
Madras General Clauses Act I of 1891, and as it is worded at present, it can apply
to procedure only. The result is that in suits filed under Regulation VI of 1831,
the latv as regards appeals remains as laid down in that Regulation. 'The present
Bill has accordingly been framed with % view to remedy thie defeot and thus give
effect to what was the undoubted intention of the Legislature.”

That is to say, if at the end of section 19 of Act IIT of 1895 some such words
had been placéd as * notwithstanding anything contained in the Act,” the present
Bill would not have to be laid before the Council. Most unfortunately, however,
owing to one of those oversights that always occur, they were not so placed, and
the consequence was that the Board of Revenue and the Government imagined that

. the present wording of seotion 19 of Act III of 1895 laid down that all suits, appeals,

and so on, after the passing of the Act, were, to be disposed of as if they had been

- filed under the Act. They took the meaning of the Act to be so, but in course of

time it turned out that, owing to the absence of provision distinctly overriding the

- Madras General Clauses Act, we have been in a fool’s paradise, and we have no

business to deal with appeals filed before the coming into force of the Act, or
rather appeals under Regulation VI of 1831, as if they are legally disposable under
Act IIT of 1895. That is succinctly the position. In order to facilitate public
business and correct a mistake, it was thought that we should formally declare the
real intention of the legislature,and it is with that view the Hon’ble Mr. Arundel
introduced the amending Bill. In the Seleot Committee the Bill was recast, but
the provisions remain exactly the same in effect as the Bill that the Hon’ble
Mr. Arundel introduced originally at the last mecting. I am not going at this stage
of the discussion into the history of the matter, namely, whether it is or it is not a
fact that all along there existed in the minds of the Government and the Board of
Revenue this central idea, because unless that is allowed to be raised by Your
Excellengr it is no use my wasting the time-of the Council uponit. I shall assume
that the Hon’ble Mr. Arundel stated the exaet facts. I move that under Rule 47 the
report submitted by the Select Committee, be now taken into consideration by this
Council. : ’ _ - :

The Hon'ble Mcr. J. F. Paice.—I second the motion. |

The Hon'ble N. Sussa Rao Panrorv.—May I ask a question through Your
Excellency of the Hon’ble Mover of the ‘Bill under Rule 18, When Act III of
1895 was brought into force what was the numbet of appeals pending before the
Board of Revenue; and how many of them were disposeé) of as if Act III of 1895
applied to them. I may mention that one of the grounds upon which this legisla-
tion was brought is that there were so many as 500 appeals which were disposed
of as if Act III of 1895 applied to them and which had to be re-opened under the
order of Government which stated that the view of the law taken by the Board of
Revenue .was not correct and that all the appeals that were wrongly*dismisset

ghould be re-heard. "That is one of the reasons put forward for bringing forward -
this legislation, -

The Hon’ble Mr. C. 8. Crove.—1 beg to ask whether the Hon’ble Member is in |
-order ? Heis, I understand, now addressing his remarks to the principle of. ,the

Bill. Bat that is not admissible at this stage. ,

The Hon'bls N. Sussk Bao Pasrouv.—I beg to draw Your' Expellency’s
attention to Rule 18. *Fhe business before the Council is the taking into considet-

_ation of the Bill as revised by thé Select Committee, so that it may be passed
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* by the Council. But before we are in a position to accept the Bi - i
the Select Committee it is necessary for ug) to know what Ehe occaélif)lf sw;esvfl(s)idﬂ?i};
Bill, so that we may know whether to support it or not—I am speaking alto-
gether apart from the amendment I have brought forward. It is one of the
preliminary watters which I expected the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill
would have laid before the Council especially in view of the fact that it was raised
before the Select Committee. The Hon’ble V. Bhashyam Aiyangar stated—

The Hon’ble Mr. C. 8. CroLe.—I would ask for a ruling as to wh '
L] - . . . y t
Hon’ble Member is right in discussing the principles of the Bil% now. othor the

His Excellency the Presipent.—I understand the Hon’ . ,
ask a definite question. nderstand the Hon’ble Member wishes to

_ The Hon’ble Mr. C. 8. CroLe.—I have no objection to the question, but I
object to the argument and his reference to the Hon'ble Bhashyam Aiyangar. .

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao PaNTuLy repeated his question.
The Hon’ble Mr. C. 8. CroLr.—The answer is 128.
The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Panturv.~I do not clearly understand the answer.

The Hon’ble Mr. C. 8. Crore.~I cannot give the Hon’ble Member
pending on that date, but I can give the nurEber filed before the lstt}:f, 81;;22:
and rejected on the ground that they were inadmissible under Act III of 1895
That number is 96. The number of appeals filed before 1st of October and dise
posed of by applying Act III of 1895—whiech are a different classes of cases but all
covered by the amending Aet—is 31. The number of appeals filed before the 1st
of October 1895 and pending disposal i§ 1. The total of all these numbers is 128.

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Panruru.—I would request the Hon’ble Member
to read it over again.

4

The Hon’ble Mr. C. 8. Crote (Handing over & memorandum).—Here i
- .—Here is the
note. I would warn the Hon’ble Member that the statements made )in that note are
erroneous, and it is only the figures that are correct.

His Excellency the Presipext.—The question before the Council \is that the
report be taken into consideration. ‘

The motion was put to the Council and agreed to.

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Panturv.—Am Iin order if I move the amend-
ment standing in my name. There seems to be some misconception about it. I
think this is the proper stage at which I should move the amendment. In section
1, I move that the words ** or be heard ” be omitted. That is the amendment that
stands in my name. '

_The Hon’ble Mr. C. S. Crore.—I am very sorry to interrupt the Hon’ble Member
again. If a reference is made to the néte under Rule 47, it will be found that
the dlg,cugsmn of th_is motion cannot be taken into consideration when it extends to
thq principles of this Bill, The principle of the Bill is that these appeals be heard
as if they haYe befan filed under Act 111 of 1895. The Hon’ble Member ought to
have taken his objection at the first stage of the Bill. I submit Your Excellency
if the prmciple of the Bill cannot be taken into consideration under Rule 47,
gblll less can 1t be taken into consideration umder Rule 45. As a matter of facé
in regard to the Hereditary Village Service Bill, Your Excellency’s predecessor
ruled against me, but he suspended the rules in my favour,

BILL FURTHER TO AMEND THE MADRAS RENT RECOVERY
ACT VIII OF 1865,

in.effecting. some at least of the changes urgently needed in the law. With these
remarks I beg to move that the Bill be read 1in Council.

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Grost.—I have the honour to second the motion. As the
Hon’ble the Advocate-General has said, it is very desirable that: an irfiprovement in
the law ‘between landlord and tenant should be effected before there is any probae
bility of the Tenancy Act being passed. The Tenancy Act was settled in a certain
way some years ago and was sent to the Government of India. In accordance
with their observations it has to be re-settled, and after it is re-settled by this
Government, it will have to go to the Government of India again. Probably
we will have some correspondence with them, and when it is finished and the bill is
introduced into this Council, it will contain a large number of sections about
which there will be a considerable doubt and it will take a long time to pass it
through the Select Committee. We cannot be certain therefore that the Bill will be
passed for two or three years, In the meantime there are certain glaring defects
which may be remedied at once and I think it is desirable that they should be so
remedied, and the law set at rest in those respects. '

The Hon’ble Mr. C. 8. Crore.—Your Excellency, it is hardly worth while
occupying the time of the Council by opposing this Bill, as I intended to do, before
I heard what has fallen from the Hon’ble Mr. Grose on the subject. It appears to
me, with all deference to what has fallen from Mr. Bhashyam Aiyangar, that to
tinker with Act VIII of 1865 now, when an amending Act 1s in prospect of being
introduced next year or the year after, would be to introduce very serious compli-
cations. I consider that in order to justify the incurring of such a danger, it might
have been expected the Hon’ble V. Bhashyam Aiyangar would have cited some
cases to prove the pressing urgency. What he has stated equally justifies the
argument against his fragmentary measure. It must be remembered that Act VIII
of 1865 has been in existence for 33 years or thereabouts, and a huge amount of
money had been expended by landlords and tenants ou the decisions of courts:
which have elucidated its provisions. I have been concerned with the administra-
tion of that Act in every capacity in which a human being can be concerned. I.
have administered it as a Revenue officer in disposing of summary appeals; I
have had to do with it as agent to the Government in charge of one of the largest.
Zamindaris of the Presidency and an innumerable number of smaller ones; I have
had to deal with it as a District Judge in disposing of appeals from Revenue
officers and minor Civil Courts, and my impression of it is that, unless and until
an enuctment, thoroughly homogeneous and complete, is introduced, it will do more
harm_ than good to upset the sort of agreement that has been arrived at by the
parties concerned in regard to its provisions. One of the defects which my
Hou'ble friend Mr. Bhashyam Aiyangar particularly alludes to—be is, I believe,
also interested in Zamindari management—is just the one I should have cited as
showing the necessity for very great circumspection in interfering with that Act.
You will find that inthe first paragraph of his Statement of ‘Objects and Reasons
the following passage :—* In the great majority of such cases, however lond fide
and substantially correct the puttah may be, a pleader will find no difficulty in
detecting in the puttah that was tendered some flaw or defect which has escaped
the notice of . the tenant or which would not strike him, although the substantial
objections which the tenant himself takes may be untenable.” 1 defer to my
Hon’ble friend Mr. Bhashyam Aiyangar in his knowledge and experience of plead-
ers, but underneath this objection there lurks one of the greatest weaknesses of
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the proposal to interfere with the Act as it at present _stands. It is all very finesto
say that a zamindar is deprived of his just dues owing to some small flaw of a
fractional part of an anna or an acre in the puttah; but it must be remembered
that these small flaws are indicative of great flaws in the landlord’s management.
The present state of affairs is, that all over the Presidency except where the Court
of Wards 'is in charge of the management of an estate—with the exception
meritioned by Mr. Bhashyam Aiyangar, namely, the management of the estates
of the Rajah of Bobbili—the management of Zamindaris is miserable in the
extreme. 'I'ne very lowest class of agency is employed and the defects in the
puttah are indicative of that low agency. For one instance in which the defect in
the puttah js hostile to the interest of the zamindar, it would be discovered that
there are, I am bound to say, thousands in which the uunfortunate ryots suffer,
and it is greatly due to cheéseparing in regard to the agency. Iam very much
opposed on these grounds to give the landlord an opportunity of continuing the
present defective agency. The other day 1 was sounding a Jagirdar in the
neighbourhood of Madras on this very subject, and he said that my Hon’ble friend’s
Bill was an admirable one. I asked him why. He said because proprietors could
not get proper men to manage their estates. Occasionally perhaps the mistake may
operate against the landlord, but usually it tells against the interest of the tenant. On
these grounds, I consider that the head and front of my Hon’ble friend’s Bill is totally
unsound, and that we should not interfere with an Act which has worked tolerably
well—1I speak from my own experience of 31 years—in order to obtain some frag-
mentary instalments of improvement, wkich may very possibly complicate matters
when the substantial amendment Bill comes before the Council. As the Chief Rev-
enue officer of the Presidency, I have dzemed it advisable to make these remarks
before leave is given to bring in this Bill. _ )

The Hon’ble C. JampuLiNoaM Muparivar.—Will the Government give any
information when the whole Bill is likel; to come up for discussion ?

+ His Excellency the PresipENt.—It is impossible to give yéu any definite
information on this subject, I am sorry to say.

The Hon’ble V. BuasuvaM Aivancar.—This is the first time I bave heard it
stated by no doubt a competent aunthority that the Rent Recovery Act in this
Presidency has worked tolerably well. But as far as my experience goes and as
far as the Hon’ble Judges of the High Court are concerned—I do not refer ouly to
the Hon’ble Judges now occupying seats on the Bench but to all the Judges during
the last 25 years, beginning with Mr. Justice Holloway—the Madras Rent Recovery
Act has not been working beneficially at all and it is one of the most unsatisfactory
pieces of legislation in its practical working. As regards the other remarks made
by the Hon’ble Mr. Crole, namely, that all the flaws in puttahs are due to the
inferior agency that is employed in drawing them up,, the only remark that I have
to make 18 this: That 1 know of cases in which some cautious zamindars had
their puttahs settled in consultation with competent. lawyers,and I may say I have
found it almost impossible in two or three cases when I was consulted, to settle
exactly such a puttah as the tenant was bound to accopt. Therefore it is not

true to say that the mistakes in puttahs are due to the inferior agency that is

employed by zamindars. Such mistakes are due, I submit, partly to the defects in
the Act, partly to the changes in judicial decisions, and partly to the obscurity
which attends several customs. Of course, in cases where the mistake is not bond
fide, no doubt the landlord deserves mo consideration, but I swbmit that in many

BILL FURTHER T0O AMEND THE MADRAS RENT RECOVERY
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cages the mistake is only hond fide ; and in the nature of thing the landlord will
be very foolish if he wilfully commits any mistake because he knuws thatif there
is & mistake in the puttah, then he will lose the right to realise the rent. Therefore
with that knowledge we may fairly presume that in the majority of cares the mistakes
that are made are bond fide mistakes or such as are unavoidable in the existing
circumstances. I may mention for the information of the Council that when a deci-
gion is obtained before a Revenue Court with regard to the propriety of a puttah
for a particular fasli, then for the ensuing fasli the puttah is given exactly in thq
terms of the decision passed by the Revenue officer. If that decision of the Rev-
enue officer is upset or modified in the first appellate court or even if confirmed in
the first appellate court, it should be modified or reversed by the High Court in
second appeal, what then is the result? It is that a puttah tendered by aland-
lord for fasli 1806 which is exactly in compliance with the decision of a competent
court as to the terms of a puttah in regard to fasli 1304, is subsequently held to
be erroneous and invalid because in an appeal preferred from the decision of the
Revenue officer in regard to the puttah for fasli 1304, the first appellate court or
the second appellate court, as the case may be, takes a different view of the matter.
I may say thuat the so-called summary suits are in my experience most tedious
and prolonged suits. Even in respect of suits concerning Zamindaris and other
big estates—at any rate such of those suits as terminate in India without being
carried to the Privy Council—they are decided sooner than the summary suits which
are first instituted before the Head Assistant Collector or the Deputy Collector,
then carried in appeal to the District Judge who in nine cases out of ten is obliged
to remand the case to the Head Assistant Collector, because as one may presume
the Head Assistant Collector with small judicial experience often commits mistakes
in regard to procedure which necessitate the remanding of the case. Iknow of
some cases in which there have been remands half a dozen times and unfortunately.
Divisional officers are more liable to be chapged than permanent Judicial officers at
least in the Uncovenanted Service, and the High Court generally pays particular
attention to this class of cases, because they are of very great importance to
landlords and tenauts, and very often remands these cases. Before the terms of
8 puttah for a particular fasli are finally settled, half a dozen ensuing faslis expire
and the imperative provisions of the Act are such as necessitate the exchange of
puttahs and muchilikas for every one of those faslis. That is a rigid provision of
law and must be adhered to. As regards citing particular instances to prove the
hardship, I must plead guilty to an assumption—I thought it was generally known—
that there were numerous cases of hardship and that it was not necessary that I
should enumerate those cases in a tabular statement. As rbgards hardship so far as
tenants are concerned, I was told yesterday evening that certain tenants of Chingle-

ut did send a petition to this Council and they sent mwe & copy of it sometime ago.
%ut I do not see that petition placed on the table and I do not see any reference to

it in the Agenda paper. The Becretary to the Association at Chingleput informed

me yesterday that he did semd up that memorig.l in regard to the eviction of
tenants long ago, and he told me that at present in the Chingleput district there
are several cases of eviction of temants simply because they did not accept and:
execute muchilikas in accordance with the decision of the Divisional officer. As.
pointed out in the statement of objects ?.nd reasons, this is an extreme]_y penal
provision which ig duite repugnant o principles of modern legislation. This penal

rovision of law is peculiarly objectionable and obnoxious in that it makes it the.
Interest of the landlord to evade an honest tender of the puttah to the tenant dnd.
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an honest acceptance of the correspouding muchilika from him, because the land- '
lord knows that if the tenant does not accept the puttah as settled by the Revenue

officer in ten days and execute a muchilika corresponding thereto he can be sum-
marily ejected -from his hereditary holding. With such a law would any landlord
make a bond fide attempt to tender the puttah at the proper time and place so that
the tenant may accept it and place himself beyond thes penalty described by law ?
What is often doneis that the landlord tenders the puttah at the last hour of the
ten days. No place being prescribed for this tender of the puttah, landlord says
that he sent the puttah but that the tenant concealed himself or that he did not
accept it and accordingly makes an application to the Divisional officer to eject the
tenant’ from his holding. Therefore I submit that this is a very serious case of
hardship to the,tenant and the sooner this defect in the law is corrected the
better it is. As I already said I may mention that about six: years ago I had an
idea of bringing in an amending Bill, but it was then supposed by my colleagues
who were members of the Executive Council that the Tenancy Bill would be ripe
for being introduced into the Council in the next session and so on, and more than

~ twice or thrice such expectations were entertained. Therefore Isay from past -

experience we must take a lesson and not calculate upon or be over sanguine of
these expectations. As regards the Tenancy Bill we know there is a very elaborate
Tenancy Code in Bengal and this has worked for several years, and the Government
of India therefore will be natvrally inclined to compare the provisions of our Tenancy
Biil with the provisions of the Tenancy Act which has undergone many changes
and criticise our Bill ‘with reference to several of those provisions. In a Bill of
such importance it is by no means unlikely that the Secretary of State for India in

Council will probably have to be consulted as he was, I believe, in regard to the

Bengal Tenancy Bill before it was passed. For these reasons it would be very
inexpedient to postpone the consideration of this very limited measure.

The motion was put to the Council and agreed to.

The SECRETARY read the title of the Bill.

The Hon’ble V. Buasavam AivaNcar.—Now that the motion for reading the
Bill in Council is carried, I propose *‘ that the following members of this Council
do form themselves into a Select Committee for considering the provisions of this
Bill and submit their report within three weeks from this day :—The Hon’ble Mr.
Grose, the Hon’ble Mr, Crole, the Hon’ble N. Subba Rao Pantulu, the Hon’ble
C. Jambulingam Mudaliyar, and the mover of the Bill.” : . _

The Hon’ble Mr. Grosk seconded the motion.

The motion was put to the Council and agreed to.

BILL TO AMEND MADRAS ACT III OF 1895 (THE MADRAS
HEREDITARY VILLAGE OFFICES ACT, 1895).

The Hon’ble Mr. C. 8. CroLE, in presenting the report .of the Select Com.
mittee on the above Bill, said :~-Your Excellenoy, it fs not my purpose to detain the
Council for any length of time in regard to this ver simple measure. The reasons
for it are clearly stated by the Hon’ble Mr. Arundel in the following terms :—

“In generally criticizing the draft Bill which subsequently became Act 11T |

of 1895, the Board suggested that ¢provision should also be made for appeals to
be decided as if the Bill had retrospective effect at the time the snits wére filed,’
and the Government approved the suggestion. The Legislature with the intention

of 8dopting the suggestion inserted what is section 19 of the Act. But-this section

BILL TO AMEXD MADRAS ACT III OF 1895 (THE MADRAS
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a certain procedure which is proposed to be pursued by the Board of Revenue:

. It-is a questionbetween private rights and the convenience of the Members of the

Board of Revenue. I submit that the Hon’ble Members should protect the
interests and rights of private parties and accept my amendment which is simply
a comprofnise and which does not go to the full length that I personally feel.

The Hon’ble P. Rancavya Nayupu.—I beg to second it. We have been called
upon to legislate for the convenience of a few gentlemen and the injustice of a
large number. 1 think really, if these gentlemen would take the trouble, the work
would not occupy them more than 10 days.  Because they do not like to take.the

- trouble to go through the records, they want us to legislate and do injustice to the

public. Already there is an impression abroad that some of the recens enactments
were made for the conveyience of the executive, concentrating the power in the
executive and depriving the properly constituted courts of their power. Now the
executive won't use the power which they have all along’ been trying to concentrate
in themselves. Therefore I think to avoid discontent and strong impressions
against the legislation of this Council, we ought not to allow this Act to be passed.

The Hon’ble Mr. G. L. CuanBers.—I feel it my duty Lo support this amendment.
There are certain rights which these village officers bave and they regard those
rights as very valuable and ancient. As 1 understand, up to the 1st of October 1895,
they were entitled to have their appeals looked into and now when the Act was
passed, it was the impression that this right of appeal would bé abrogated. It does
not at all geem to me clear that this was *he intention of the Legislative Council at
that time. Apart from that, however, 'we aro asked to support a principle of legis-
lation which seems to me unsound, that is, we should.take away from certain
gsrties the rights of appeal to which they were entitled on the 1st of October 1895.

e all know that very recently the High Court was overworked, the remedy then
proposed was that aneadditional Judge should be appointed, not.that all the
appeals pending before the High Court should be suymmarily dismissed. 1 think

- these cases are similar to that instance; of course there are much more important

cases which come before the-High Court, but to the village officers these cases are
equally-importaut. Ithink that— unless there is any great reason—it would be an
unfair thing to do and unsound legislative act to pass this Bill as revised by the
Select Committee.

The Hon’ble K. KaryanasunparaM A1var.—I beg your Excgllency’s permission
to support this amendment. I will only add, as I.was one of the members of the
Select Committee that sat upon the Hereditary Village Offices Bill, that it was not
at all understood by the Members of the Select Committee that this provision should
have retrospective effect. ' : .

The Hon’ble Mr, C. 8. Crore.—Do I understand your Excellency to overrule
my- objection on the point of order that the principle of the Bill should not be
discussed at thisstage P )

His Excellency the PresiprNT.—Yes.

'Fhe Hon’ble Mr. C. 8. CroLe.—The whole opposition to this Bill, your Excel-
lency, proceeds on an entire misconception both of the law and the historic facts con-

-nected with its progress through this Council. I would take Mr. Chambers first.

He imagines that the village officers regard those rights as very valuable: I sup-

. pose he ‘means appellate rights. If he means rights of office, I may say at once
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that T opposed the passing of Act III of 1895 on the ground that you micht as well
have a Government Office Clerks’ Bill or a Taluk Office Clerks’ Bill, as the Village
Hereditary Offices Biil. But the legislature has now chosen to create a sort of
artificial procedure in regard to certain classes of public officers. Thatisall. There
is no mystery about it. Act IIT of 1895, like Regulation VI of 1831, did not create
any civil rights. Government chose to say by legislation instead of an executive
order what they would do in regard to a certain class of village officials under
certain circumstances. I do not understand Mr. Chambers when he says that thege
people place great value upon these rights of appeal. All I know is that . your

Excellency’s Government, or rather your predecessor’s Government, deposed these .

persons by tens of thomsands, and that there never was a single objection made. I
mentioned this fact in this Council Chamber two years agq in proof of the supposed
valuable rights of the village officers having no existence at all. The hereditary

village officers in this Fiesidency are confined to 15 districts out of 21, and in 6

other districts there are no hereditary offices. Itis a very extraordinary thing
that in those districts such as the district from which the Hon’ble Mr. Stokes
recently came, Salem, where tuere are no hereditary rights whatever, village

officers are better behaved and Government business is more efficiently done than

in those districts where hereditary rights prevail. I say the Government in the
re-organization of village officers has deprived persons of their hereditary rights
by tens of thousands and we never had one petition from them. So much for Mr.
Chambers’ supposed valuable rights. Then he says that it is unsound to take away
such rights of appeal. Lven supposing” those rights were in existenee, I have
taken the trouble of looking into the principles of processual law dealing with this

matter. This is not substantive law but merely a matter of procedure. I suppose
Maxwell’s Interpretation of Statutes is the leading work on Statutory Law, and I

have caused two extracts to be made from it. The one is: It is hardly necessary
to add that whenever the intention is clear that the Act sBould have retrospective
effect. it should unquestionably be so construed even though the consequences be

unjust and hard.” The other extract is from page 814, and it is even more

distinct: * The general principle seems to be that alterations in the procedure ”—
your Excellency would observe that what I insist on is that the ameénding Bill is
merely processual, and that it is not an amending Bill in. regard to substantive rights
—*are always retrospective unless there be some good reason against it.” Thal is
the latest authoritpon the subject, and I do not.think I need say anything more
about it. In regard to the example that Mr. Chambershas given from the High
Court—and it was alluded to by the Hon’ble P. Rangayya Nayudu—that the Judges
might as well ask for an Act to clear off arrears as apply for the appointment of a
sixth Judge, I might be inclined to hazard another solution which T shall not men.
tion just now. But I will only say that the two things are not at all the same.
The basic principle of this present amending, Bill is that the legislature intended
to do a certain thing, which by a pure accident, owing to an, omission of words it
did not do, and there is no question of eﬁete: gentlemen at Chepauk wishing to
escape from their engagements. Ttis a question of the intention of the legislature,
and if you desire an expression of it in formal terms—I quite grant that’ these
side-notes are not to be taken as the la%—if your  Excellency will turn to section-
19, you will see from the side-notes what was the intention of the legislature as far-
as a Secretary to the Council and the Select Committee codld express it. ‘The
‘side-note is ** Disposal of suits and appeals pending at the commencement of the

\
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Act.” It is all very well to accuse the Board of Revenue of wishing to escape
work, but there is the Council itself which has interpreted the section in the
side-notes. The Hon’ble Subba Rao speaks strongly, and as a member of one of
a popular association he perhaps cannot do anything else. He has called this legis-
lation retrograde and retrospective, and declared that the whole thing is intended
to obtain a finality for Board's wrong decisions, and all the rest of it. He also
points out that he does not object to one set of appeals though he does to the
other. That is rather a very strange thing. Mr. Subba Rao says that if an appeal
was filed on the 1st of Qctober, that i3 to say, the date on which this Hereditary
Village Offices Act came into force, he would allow that to be dismissed under the
provisions of the Act, but not if it happened to be filed before the Act came into
force, and ou this he is able to discover a great constitutional principle. I think
it may be best reduced to "an absurdity by supposing that both parties appealed,
the plaintiff being astute, filing his appeal on the 30th September, while the
defendant, owing to laches of his legal adviser, defers it till the 1st October. In
that particular instancey Mr. Subba Rao*would see a distinction in the -one case,
because he says that the defendant’s appeal ought certainly to be dismissed, but the
plaintiff who happened to get ina day before is a victim of « Board’s incapacity,
a ‘retrograde principle,” and a *retrospective Bill,” whatever that may be. I
cannot see the distinction between the two cases, and if he is going to object to
anything at ell he ought to have objected to the whole. He says a strong case
must be made out. When I introduced the Bill, I purposely said that 1 would
not ‘inflict upon the Council a lengthy statement; but if the Council wishes it,
I have no objection to read the case as it was drafted in June last for me.
I think the Council will be content when I ‘say  that this matter if, appeals
made its appearance so far back as 1892. The original provision In 1892 was
that, on the passing of this Act, all suits pending under Regulation VI of 1831
shall cease and determine. Thay is the Roard’s Proceedings of December 1892.
Mr. Garstin took the Bill up on the 4th.September and he drafted $hat on the
passing of this Act.all ssits under Regulation VI of 1831 shall be heard and
disposed of us if they had been filed under this Act. Then Mr. Gibson took the
matter up and drew up the present section 19 which runs as follows :— ,
 All suits brought and appeals made under Madras Regulation VI of 1831.
shall, after the commencementof this Act, be heard and disposed of as if they had
been preferred under this Act. ”’ o A

If there was a conspiragy of the Board to be quit of disagreeable work, it was
not a conspiracy that was started in last June, but a contingency that had to be
faced any.time since 1692. Even the Board of Revenue is entitled to be believed

~occasionally. I drafted the representation mygelf on the subject it may be noted,

and 1 said to Government that the question arises that if you are to retry all the
suits that have been disposed of, it will entail a vast increase of work upon the
Government officials. By that I do not mean that the Government officials ©are
a bit as to what sort of work they are put to, because if we are immersed in the
decision.of appeals, we cannot be doing gowmething else. It is a matter for Govern~
ment to determine. We said :— , :
w - * It may further be noted that not otily do the orders in question entail &
vast increase of work upon Government officials, but the stability of the village
offices to which the Attapplies will again be shaken. . The main prineiple governing

~ he new law in regard to the disposal of claims to these offices is finality of decision.
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AJl the parties concerned have acquiesced in the decision under reference. The
rehearing of thousands of cases, some of which have been a closed book for more than
six months, will destroy the feeling of security which Act Il of 1895 has hitherto
engendered.” L

I would ask if any member of this Council can pretend that the Hon’ble
Subba Rao was right in saying that the Board of Revenue has got any fear of
doing its work, or that it has incited Government to do an injustice merely for its
own convenience. We are accustomed to being abused, but the abuse should be
confined within tolerable bounds. Mr. Subba Rao says that this Bill was brought
for the convenience' of executive officers. I say that that element had never
entered into the. consideration of the subject in any way whatsoever. The whola
thing is a hallucination, just as it is a hallucination to suppose that the principle of
this Bill in regard to section 19 was not before the ‘Council. T have given the his-
tory of the measure to show that from 1892 to 1895 the matter was in the minds of
those persons who were in charge of the Bill, and all the papers containing these
facts were in the hands of these members ‘who now say that they have never heard
of them. Hon’ble Members have said that it is the first time they have heard of
this and nothing was said about it hitherto, while there are papers lying on the
table containing the whole facts. What then is the meaning of their now saying that
this Bill has been sprung upon them, that a great constitutional principle has been
violated, and that the Government was being invited to do something improper by
pandering to the convenience of officials in Chepauk ? If after this, your Excel-
lency, any reply were required, I dare say I might go on to eternity, because
Mr. Subba Rao has given me an infinity of points which Inoted at the time.
I think, however, that I shall take leave of him, and of the objections of those who
joined him, with the emphatic statement which cannot be repudiated, that the
intention was not only in the hearts and minds of Government and the Board of
Revenue who are Members of this Council, and who are not one or two, but seven
or eight individuals, but that the intention, was known to these very persons who
now say that they have mever heard of.it.” With these remarks I oppose the

amendment.

, The Hon’ble C. Jampurixcay Mupativae.—With your Excellency’s permis-
gion, I wish to make a few remarks in support of the amendment now before the
Council. My Honble friend, the mover of the proposition, has gone over a con-
siderable ground and has tried to meet several of the arguments that havebeen urged
to put in these words in the section. The important aspect which presents- itself
" to me in this matter is the invasion of acquired rights. I do not know if this Council
will respect such an invasion. To my mind it makes no difference whether you
confiscate tangible property or whether you abolish acquired rights and rights
exercised. [n the "jural aspect of the case, to all lawyers it i3 clear that an incor-
poreal right like an casement right is exactly equal to the right which one may
have to his pencil or ink-bottle. If it is improper that any one should take away
my ink-bottle or pencil, equally is it improper that a right which has .been, acquired
and exercised should be taken away. ~ It has beén said that this is not a substantive
right but simply a processual matter. ¢In all processual matters it has been laid
down in legal treatises that an Act has retrospective effect and governs all pending

roceedings. But this has passed the stage of being simply a processual matter,
I£ it is a question of preferring an appeal on a decision passed under Regulation V1
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~ of 1831 by. 1st October, certainly the argument is sound that Act I1T of 1895 having

laid down a certain procedure, that procedure should apply to decisions which were
passed under Regulation VI of 1831. But once an appeal is preferred before the
date on which this Act was brought into force, that is, before the 1st of October
1895, the only business that had to be done was that the officers and the authorities
responsible for the doing of the business should do the work. Then I submit it
passed. the bounds of procedure and became a substantive right. As it is improper
and unjust that any one should take away my property, so it is equally improper
that by an Act of legislature or any other Act an appeal which I had preferred
under an existing right, and which should be disposed of according to law, is not to be

so disposed of, but is simply shelved and thrown into the waste paper basket. Of
course I do not dispute the powers, the arbitrary powers, which the legislature
possesses to pass any law to confiscate property or take away rights, but by our
experience of the past legislative work we know that such a right has been
evxerc.lsed by Government or legislature under very extraordinary circumstances.
Nothing short of a national calamity, nothing short of a mutiny or a rebellion
endangering the peace of the country will justify the action either by legislature, or
Courts of justice, of taking away rights, of confiscating property and things of
that kind. To say that for the purpose of saving labour and for' the purpose of
getting over inconvenience these rights should be taken away, and that appellants
who have been anxiously expecting the decision of the Board of Revenue, should
be informed that their cases have been devided not on the werits of their cases
but they were simply thrown into the waste paper basket—that i§ not the means
of infusing confidence into the public and sustaining the confidence which the publie
have in this legislature and the Government.. Then it was said with reference to
the analogy drawn by the Hon’ble Mr. Chambers in regard to the work of the
High Court, whether the High Court could not with equal propriety apply to the
imperial legislature to passan Act to give a clean sheet of work by wiping out all civil
revision petitions, bdcause the High Court cannot quite cope with the work, that
1t was no analogy whatever. 1t is incomprehensible how to get over the similarity
between these two cases. I will put another analogy and I do not know if that
would be accepted as an analogy. Suppose the Inspector-General of Police sends
up 'a representation to Government that there are a latge number of undetected
crimes on the register, shat it is extremely hard with the present staff to make the
detection and asks the legislature to pass & law saying that all ugdetected crimes u

to a certain date should be considered as not having been committed at all, or thalz
they be struck off as having been detected. I believe that case does not bear any
different aspect at all. If you push this aspect to its logical sequence, we shall land
ourselves in & series of absurdities and we shall present ourselves to the public in a
ridioulously small position. It has been pointed out that the cases which had to
Ve heard were very large or numerous. , Even if the cases to be decided are 9,600 -
instead of 96 that would be no justification whatever for passing a law of this kind.

" Then it has' been pointed,out in the reply by the Board of Revenue to the order

of Govérmment that this law was important in one respect. That i
- , , . . t
read out by the Hon’ble Mr. Crole. Paragraph 4 of G.0., No. 4}:(‘))(13., l?]!;t]::}s' 11’;:2

. Adgust 1896 states It may further be noted that ot only the orders in question

éntail a vastinoresse of work upon Government offieials, but the ili
“ - NS * s ! tab‘l t * ﬁ th
village officers'to which .the Act applies will again be shaken.” Itis nitag-, a‘Crol:

iéptfesénted “that ~t!§e‘§nconvenienae to Government officialy wag no':important
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element in bringing this bill before the Council, but it seems to me, reading the
portion of this letter, that the convenience to the members of the Board of
Revenue and the entailing of vast work upon Government officials is an import-
ant element i1 making the representation to Government asking them to pass a law.
It proceeds “ The main principle governing the new law in regard to the disposal
of claims to these offices is finality of decisions. All the parties concerned have
acquiesced in the decision under reference.” Very probably and I believe with
some amount of certainty these village officers are under the impression, those
people whose appeals have been rejected, that they were dismissed or rejected
after hearing the merits of the cases; but, if they come to understand, as they
must after reading this debate, that these decisions were arrived at, not after
hearing the merits of the cases. but that these cases were simply shelved by means
of an Act of legislature, I submit the consequences will be simply disastrous. It is
not simply the stability of the village officers that will be shaken, but the confidence
of the people in the conscientious and earnest work of Government officers, in the
just disposal of cases by Government subordinates, and in the wisdom of the legis-

Jative body will be seriously shaken and completely undermined. That is a conse- -

quence of the very utmost importance. Coming to the undoubted intention of
the legislature, it was attempted to prove it by a reference to the side-notes to
section 19 of the Act and also by reference to certain papers in which this section
i said to have been embodied. With reference to the side-notes, I need only say
that it is a well-known principle that side-notes and illustrations in an Act have no
bearing and do not have the force of the Act itself. It is unnecessary to say more
about it. By reading certain number of papers said to have been placed in the
hands of the Hon’ble Members who took part in the discussion, I have not found it

anywhere distinctly and explicitly stated that it was the object of the legislature to

dismiss or reject all pending appeals at that time. The principal sections have
been read and it is difficult to see whether there is anything in any one of these sec-
tions to make us understand what is now attempted to be done, the undoubted
intention of the legislature, or whether the country at large understood the Act in
that light.

The Hon'ble Mr. C..S. Crore.—I did not refer to sections but to papers and
proceedings which expressly stated what I said.

The Hon’ble C. Jamsurineay MuparivarR.— About the undoubted intention of
the legislature, one important section of the population is entirely ignored. It seems
to be imagined that in matters of legislative business none but the Members of the
Council are interested ;” but there is a vast population outside deeply interested
this matter. It is for their interest that every word that is uttered here and every
word that is going to be enacted is made known in the widest manner possible n
this country. Where is the necessity for the rules for the publication of Bills and

debates and every side-remark, even casual remarks made by Hon’ble Members, if .

it is not intended that every one of these words snould be read, re-read and eriti-
cised and the views of the public placed before the Council? Therefore when we
speak of the undoubted intention of the legislature, unless these measures were
adopted to give expression to‘the undoubted intention of the legislature, and to give
it the widest publicity so thdt every man in the country who has any sort of interest
in it may . know it, we have no right to accept this undoubted intention of the
legislature and to act upon it. It would be a sacrilegious thing to say that my
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Hon’ble friend Mr. Bhashyam Aiyangar sent in his dissentient note without under-
standing the full effect of what he said. There is another point. When you say
that this is the undoubted intention of the legislature, it is assumed that the personnel
of this council has continued to be permanent. I find, as a matterof fact, that
many members who took part in the legislation of 1895 are not here and several

“members are now come here who have not had any thing to do with it: If it is

the undoubted intention of the legislature that it should take effect and should
bind members who had nothing to do with the Act, previous to the passing of the
Act, it should be of such a nature that it should not be doubted but could be
pointed out from the pages of the proceedings. I do not find it there, and there is no
justification for the undoubted intention of the legislature, which certainly may have
Jbeen understood by all official members who took part in the legislation, but the
intention which as a matter of fact was not understood by or which was not pressed
upon the non-official members of the Council; and it was not known to the public
outside this hall who have greater interest in this matter of legislation than we have.
With reference to the side-notes, once more I may observe that the side-notes
are not the enactments of this Council, but are the labours of the Secretary. Then
it was said that ome of the members coming from Salem did not understand about
hereditary business ; it was said of another member that because he was in Madras
he had not much information about it. But so far as I am concerned, I may say
without, fear of contradiction that I come from a district where the Hereditary
Village Offices Act or the old Regulation VI of 1831 has had its full force; and
every person from the Thalayari up to thie’ Magistrate has his hereditary rights
and we know that they will. spend any amount for the purpose of getting an:
adjudication of their rights. I myself »oth professionally and otherwise was
connected with several of these cases which it is said are of no importance and are
tfivial; but in their eyes they have great value so much so that they donot hesitate
to spend thousands of tupees. So earnest are these people about their rights that
they would go frow Court to Court and from officer to officer spending any amount
of money. Is it then to be said that they do not attach a value to these offices?
I submit these offices in the distriet are very highly valued. Of course the legis-
lature has thought fit that there should be an alteratioa in the rules apperiaining
to theso offices. With reference to those people who have relied upon an existing
Act and who acted upon the faith of that Act and who had confidence in getting
decisions on the merits of their cases from the highest tribunal, that they should,
be told that their appeals would not be heard by reason of a later law now con-
ceived, but would be shelved is, I submit, to use a very moderate language, a very
unjust and iniquitous procedure. Therefore I support the amendment brought

farward by the Hon’ble Subba Rao.with all my might, and I trust that for the sake

of our houour, for the maintenance of our reputation and for the just treatment of
the people this amendment may be carried. -

- The Hon'ble N. Sussa Rao PantoLu.—1f no Hon’ble Member wishes to
make any remark I shall close the debate by a few words of reply. I am very glad
that the Hon’ble Mr. Crole has explained the views of himself and I dare say of
others with regard to the introduction of this legislation. He seems to be appa-
rently of opinion that there is some misconception on our part with regard to
this measure. In fact he seems to impugn 4he statement that there are any valuable
rights attached to these offices and cites districts where such rights do not exist.
But we are dealing with an Act which deals with hereditary offices and Whichis in
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force in districts where hereditary offices prevail. Therefore there is no analo

whatever in mentioning the districts where the hereditary offices do not prevail g}I’
submit the question is whether in districts where these prevail, thege village ofﬁ';:ers
attach any va'ue to them. I am sure if that question were to be ausWeregd by Mr
Crole, he would be the first to admit that in districts where village offices pr‘gvail;

people attach a great deal of importance to these offices. I could not follow the-

Hon’ble Mr. Crole in trying to distinguish this section 19 as abrogat

called substantial rights and not procegssua,l law. The question isgwt}lx];%hz':l a::l?::.;
Act 11T of 1895 was passed we were dealing with processual law or with substan.
tial rights ? It is quite clear from all that has been read that there is nothing that
transpired before the Legislative Council which could lead the Hon’ble Members to
understand that by section 19 of the Act, we were taking away rights of parties who,
had preferred an appeal at the time the Act came into force. - That is the point we
have to consider. There is nothing before this tribunal which made us under-
stand that we were taking away those rights. Surely there isa great distinction
between rights that accrued beforé a certain date and rights that would accrue
after a certain date. Of course for the sake of convenience we have to fix the
date for the preferment of appeal. It may be that if they prefer the appeal after
a certain date that appeal will not be taken into consideration. A line must be
drawn between the appeals preferred on the date on whick the Act came into
force and after the date on which it came into force. After hearing the lucid
exposition of the Hon’ble Mr. Crole, I find, as far as I am able to see, no special
reason why this legislation should be brought forward. It is stated *The effect
of the Government order in question will be to overwhelm the offices of the Board
and Collectors with possibly thousands of appeals which.it was admittedly the
intention of the legislature to disallow.” 8o far as the Collectors are concerned
they %ould not be overwhelmed for one thing. The only question is with regard
to the Board of Revenue. On a rough calculation it is said that the pumber of
cases in the Board's office alone would exceed 600, but now we find that the
number is only 96 Therefore there is no necessity shown for the introduction of
this measure, and I shall not detain this Council with any further remarks of. mine,
I hope that your Excellency and the Hon’ble Members associated with yoir
Excellency will see fit to support this amendment.

On the motion being put to the Council, it was declared to be carried.

The Hon’ble N. Susea Rao Panrunv.—I would r t E '
have the division recorded. eqiieat your xcellen‘cx ta

The following was the result of the division :—

For.—The Hon'ble Mr. G. L. Chambers, the Hon’ble Mr. H. P. Hodgson,
the Hon’ble K. Kalyanasundaram .Aiyar, the Hon’ble P. Rangayya.
. Nayudu, the Hon’ble C. Jambulingam Mudaliyar, the Hon'hle
N:.Subba Rao Pantulu, the Hon’ble C. Sankaran Nayar, the Hon’ble
.. Vijayaraghavachariar and the Hon’ble V. Bhashyam Aiyangar,

Aga.zmt.-'—'l‘he Hon’ble Mr. Bliss, the Hon’ble Mr. Price, the Hon’ble Mr.
Stux;rock, the Hon'ble Mr. Crole, the Hon'ble Mr. Stokes the

Han’ble Mr. Grose and the Hon’ble Colonel D. McNeil Campbell.

The Hon’ble Mr. C. 8. Crous.—I beg to move that the Bill ag amended be
passed. * R
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‘The Hon’ble V. Baasavam A1vancae.—I second the motion.

. The Hon’ble C. VwavapagaavacuariAR.—I wish to say a few words in oppos-
ing this Bill being passed into law. '

The Hon'ble C. VizavagraguavacHaRIAR.—] oppose this measure’ being passed
into law. The other day I have already given my reasons why this measure should
not be introduced, and now I say it should not have the force of law. I heard the
réply partly from the Hon’ble Mr.' Crole and partly from the Hon’ble Mr. Arundel
and I should think without being disrespectful they were playing the game of hide
and seek between them. The Hon’ble Mr. Arundel said that the rules-of debate
prevented the Hon’ble Mr. Crole from having his say and the Hon’ble Mr. Crole
sald that all that could be said has been said by the Hon’ble Mr. Arundel. Abso-
lutely no reason has been given for such a course as this. " Granting there has
been a mistake in framing the law, that the law did not give adequate expression to
the intention mentioned in the original correspondence to which -Mr. Crole referred,
but that the*intention of the Members of the Board of Revenue was expressed in
the papers lying on the table, still the public have nothing to do with'it. Whether
spruag upon the Council or not, I question whether it has not been sprung upon
the publio, upon those whose rights we are called upon to take away. Therefore
it is irrelevant to say that the expressed intention and the central idea of the

. Board of Revenue is ‘well known to the Members of Council, because that was

expressed in papers lying on the table. According to the law of interpretation
we are entitled to read the law as the Courts have been reading it..

His Excellency the Presient.-~The Hon’ble Member will excuse me for

~interrupting him. You- ure speaking on the motion that thq Bill be passed into -

law at this sitting. You have only the right to speak on the ground of passing
and not against the principle and spirit of the Bill. -

The Hon’ble C. VijavaracBAvacHARIAR.—I have a right of explanation. I do
not object to the stage—though I can take ohjection to it, I waive it—but I do
object to the measure being passed into law. I respectfully submit that I am
entitled to dv 0. The rule that the discussion shall not extend to the principles
of the Bill applies, I submit, to" a totally different stage and we passed it an hour
ago. If your Excellency rules me out of order I will git down. At this stage the
motien before the Council is that the Bill as amended be passed into law, and the
Council has a right to say that it shall or shall not pass the Bill as amended into
law. Debates in this Council have hitherto been carried on in #hat view. Any
memniber hag a right to say that it be not passed. If Your Excellency rulegthat I .
bave no right to say so and why, I will sit down. At this stage.I have a right to
say that the Bill be not passed. We have been discussing all Bills on that under-

standing. I do not object to the stage, but I say thiat this'Bill shall not be passed

infd' law. Such of yon as have voted for this amendment are practically in my
hands~tallow my using this expression.. You said that a8 8soon as the appeals have

‘been preferred you shall not drive the parties away. But to the man who is
farther away just behind another man by ten miles, a man to whom a copy of the
records-has'not: bieen: given, you say, *“ you shall not appeal.” I ask you on what

' ground{ oould you defend such a principle as this. Therefore those of you who
- have voted for th?»‘.gt_n‘,‘endment' are, to be consistent, bound to vote with-me.:

RE . The Hon'ble V

. BRasuYAM Aryancag.—Why ? O *

. .
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The Hon’ble C. V [JAYARAGHAVACHARIAR.—Because what is the distinction between
the two cases? A man who preferred the appeal on the 30th September may be
at Poonamallee and a man who preferred the appeal on the 2nd of October may be
in North Arcot, why should the latter be excluded from the appeal and why should
the man living in Poonamallee have a superior right. Therefore I respectfully
gubmit that voting for the amendment and yet for the passing of the Bill
would be highly inconsistent. There is also another reason. A suit is considered
pending until it is finally disposed of, and it has been so decided for various put-
poses by the judicial committee. Even the execution proceedings are considered a
continuation of the suit. That being so, the law gives the appellant particular
time. A man is not bound to rush into Court at once. If the law gives a man 80
days for appealing, he is entitled to prefer the appeal on the last day. A man who
has filed his appeal earlier than another has no more right to have his appeal heard
than the other man. The delay in appealing may have been due not to his lazi-
ness, he may have taken all the diligence, it may be the fault of the Collector, or
the fault of the copymg clerk, or the fault of the Post office—I understand that
appeals are taken by the Board through the post; I submit the only way in which
this measure cax be given effect to is by altogether rejecting it. The only prin-
ciple of it is it violates a great principle. I consider it a small and trivial measure
in which the Revenue Beard begs for time, but it is impossible to shut our eyes to
the fact that it violates a great principle. It would act to the serious prejudice of
a number of people. We all know what Junius has said «“ What yesterday was fact,

to-day is doetrine.” If you allow such a measure as this to be passed, it would be .

a preceders and such a precedent ought not to be created.
On the motion being put to the Council, it was declared to be carried.

The Hon'ble C. JamsuringaM Muparivae.—Will Your Excellency have the |

division recorded ?
This was done and the division stood thus :—

For—The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Bliss, the Hon’ble Mr. J. F. Price, the Hon’ble
Mr J. Sturrock, the Hon’ble Mr. J. Grose, the Hon'ble Mr. G.
Stokes, the Hon’ble Mr. D. Duncan, the Hon’ble Mr. C. 8. Crole, the
Hon’ble Colonel D. McNeil Campbell, the Hon’ble Mr. H. P. Hodgson,
the Hon'ble P. Rajarathna Mudaliyar, and the Hon’ble V. Bhashyam

" Aiyangar. . .
Against—The Hon’ble P. Rangayya Nayudu, the Hon’ble C. Jambulingam

. Mudaliyar, and the Hon’ble C. Vijayaraghavachariar. :

The Council adjourned for half an hour. :

THE MALABAR TESTAMENTARY BILL.

The Hon'lle V. BaasayaM Arvaxaar.—With the permission of His Excellency
the President and under the proviso to Rule 43, I beg to move that my name be

added to'the Select Committee on the Malabar Testamentary Bill. His Hxcellency -

in Council has placed ma in charze of that Bill in consequence of the permanent
Advocate-General having resigned his seat on the Couacil, during his absence on
leave. Under Rule 43 the member in charge of the -Bill should invariably be a
member of the Select Committee.

The Hon’ble N. StsBa Rao Pantoru seconded the motion.
The motion was put to the Council and agreed to.

BILL TO AMEND THE MADRAS DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES
: ACT IV OF 1884.

BILL TO AMEND THE MADRAS DISTRICT MUNICiPALITIES
ACT 1V OF 1884. -

The Hon’ble Mr. J. F. Prioe who ia charge of the Bill said.— As there are
several amendments of which notices have been given by me and othyr members of
the Council, I would ask Your Excellency to allow me to bring forward the motion
that stands in my name, namely, that the Bill be passed into law after the question
whether these amendments should be admitted or not has been decided and after
such as have been allowed have been considered. ’

Section 10. %

The Hon’ble C. VijaYARAGHAVACHARIAR.—Before moving the amendment of
section 10 of the Bill, which stood in his came, said-—Have I your permission, Sir,
to move that amendment ?

His Excellency the PresipeNt.—I am unable to give you the permission. The
President disallows the amendment. :

'he Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Panturv.— With Your Excellency’s permission
¥ wish to suggast a verbal alteration to the proviso in section 10 which runs as
follows :—** Provided that in a municipality which has not been constituted for
téhree ylears all such Municipal Councillors may be appointed by the Governor in

ouncil.”’

I propose that this proviso be changed as follows :—** Provided that for a

riod not exceeding three years from the date of the constitution of a munieipality

~all such Municipal Councillors may be ‘appointed by the Goverzor in Couneil.”

The Hon’ble Mr, H. W. Buiss.—I second the amendment. It is an improve-
ment in drafting.
The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

» Section 11,
The Hon’ble C. JausuLsNGax Moparivar.—The amendment which stands in my

8

- name is merely a verbal one.

“ In gection 10-A of the Act, sub-seetion (1), clause (¢), the words ¢ Criminal
Coyrt’ shall be substituted for the words * Court) of J ustit(:e?’ »
Section 19 prescribes conditions for removal of Councillors and the words

¢ Courts of Justice” were introduced in the Bill as originally drafted; bnt when

the Bill was.considered at the last meeting, the Council agregd to have * Criminal
Courts” in the place of *“ Courts of Justice.” Section 10.A prescribes qualiﬁca-
tions for Municipal Councillors® and the words here must be analogous to the
words in section 19. This amendment may be accepted as it is in conformity with
the amendment that has already been carried by the Council. I would request
Your Excellency’s permission for moving it. ,

Permission being accerded, the amendment was then formally moved. |

Thé Hon’ble Mr. J . F. Price seconded the amendment,
The'amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

.O The words * section * and ¢ sub-section’ when italioized refer to the Bill as ! Ooa‘n i i
h meetings
held on the 11th, 12th and 18th March 1896, and when in ordinary type to the A:; sobr{avtiu:d, el st th

&
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The next awendment stood in the name of the H,on’bl
cBARIAR and ran as follows s— ' © 0. Visrarsciava.
“ In sub-section (1) of section 10.A of the Act, added b ; '

. , y section 11 of the Bill
add the fOHOW;I.]g as clause (1): ‘ Possess such educational qualifications as m;y’
irom time ta *time, .!)q pr'escrxbed by the Governor in Councii hy rules a'pplicabk;
either to all the municipalities or to such of them as he may deem fit.’
ot nr;[‘o}':;d].PRESIDEM however withheld his permission, and the amendment was

Between Sections 11 and 12.

“ The Hon’ble N. Susss Rao Paxtury.—It is only a verbal d :
" wish to propose. My amendment is— Yy & verbal amendment that I

That the following section be inserted in the Bill :—

“11-4. From section 11 shall be omitted the words ¢in the district in which
any municipality is situated ’ and the words ¢ of such municipality.’ "

The How’ble Mr. H. W. Buss.—I have no objecti i

' . . : jection to this amendment, pro-
vided that the section has the following wordsin the beginning. ¢ Notwithsban(i)ing
anything contained in section 10-A.” -

The Hon’ble N. Suspa Rao PaNtuLU.—-[ accept it. B just i
that there is nothing in section 10-A. e .. 1 ey Jusk mention
The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Buiss.—If the section as i
) . _ - Buss. proposed to be amended is
read with-this section 10-A which says that in order to be qualified to be appointed

a Municipal Councillor a person must be resident within th LA
be seen that the two will clash. in the municipality, it will

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Panrturv.—My object in moving the amendment

is that this section may be governed by section 10-A.

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Briss.—That s exactly what I say. Y

. . \4 . . y. You ocan only
attain your object by prefixing the words ¢ Notwithstanding i ine
o o y prefixing otwithstanding anwthing contained

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Panturu.—That means in spite of those provisions.

The H ?u’blq Mr. H. W. Briss.—Section 10-A says that a person whois to be a
Municipal Councillor must be a resident within the municipality, and it is proposed
that any person holding a salaried office under Government may be appointed te be
a Municipal Councillor. ' '

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Pantriv.—We are both agreed on the point. :

. The Hon’ble MT. J. Sturrock.—The Hon’ble Subba Rao says thal po one is
to be appointed a Municipal Councillor whether s salaried man or not unless he is
a resident within the -municipality. But the ‘object of this section is to render
eligible Divisional officers, departmental officers and others who do not reside within
the municipality. : S .

The Hon'’ble N. Sussa Rao PanroLo.—With regard 4
’ ] . agard to that I may say th
the Hon’ble Mr. J. F, Prive has down an amendwent to section 14 * Unlegs lspzcia,lilt
exempted by the Governor in Council.” d

The Hon'’hle Mr. J. F. Priop.—That is only for Chairmen.

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. BLISS.—AS I understand the Ho ,b] .
not object to the excess of caution- in my proposal. n’ble Member, he does

*

BILL.TO AMEND THE MADRAS DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES
ACT IV OF 1884. - .

The Hon'ble C. Jamsurinaas MupaLiyak.—W hat is required is only with regard
to clayse (¢) of section 10-A. - '

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Briss.—Besides inserting the words I mentioned in
the beginning of the section, I must ask permission to add a few words more to
the section, 8o that it may read properly. The words I wish fo add are ‘‘ May be
appointed by the Governor in Council to be a Municipal Councillor.” If the

on’ble Member has no objection I will move the whole section as amended by me.
It will run thus :—* Notwithstanding anything contained in clause (c) of sub-sec-
tion (1) of section 10-A, any person holding a salaried office under Government may
be appointed by the Governor in Council to be a Municipal Councillor.”

The Hon’ble Mr. J. F. Prics.—I second that amendment. -

The amendment, as moved by the Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Bliss, was put and

agreed to. -
Section 12.

" The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Pasturo.—The next amendment is a purely verbal
one with regard to the re-numbering of sections. The amendment which I move

with Your Excellency’s permission is as follows ;- , _
¢« For the words * In section 13 at the beginning of section 12 of the Bill
shall be substituted the following:—¢ Sections 12 and 13 shall be re-numbered
as 13 aud 12, respectively, and in the latter section.”” :
The Hon’ble Mr, J. F. Pxrior seconded the amendment.
The amendment was put to the Courcil and agreed to.

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Briss.—With Your Excellency’s perrﬁission,l ghall -

'move another amendment to that section The wording of the latter part ot the.

section is not in particularly good form. I therefore propose—
«In the proviso to section 13 of the Act added by section 12 of the Bill for the

words ¢ without previously intimating to the Municipal Council the intention of
the Governor in'Council to issue such notification and the grounds therefor and
considering the explanations’ shall be substituted the words ¢ without previous
intimation to the Municipal Council of the intention of the Governor in Cotpeil to
issue such notification and of the grounds thereof or without the consideration
by the Governor in Council of the explanations.’ " .
* The Hon'hle N. SusBa Rao Pasrory seconded the amendment.
The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

: Section 18. L :

The Hon'ble Mr.J. F. Prige.—I beg with Your Excellency’s permission to
move an amendment in section 13 of the Bill. : -
a1 % That the words ¢ unless.specially exempted by the Governor in Council” be
inserted at the beginning of proviso (i) ‘to sub-section (1) of section 14 of the At
8 ombodied in sectivn 13 of the Bill.f ”. R :

The intention of this amendmens is to correct a defect which was discovered
on exaqmining the Bill and the Act after the meeting. of March.last. Its object is
to provide for the case of appointment by Government of a Chairman who.is not
resident either .within the municipality or Within a distance of two miles .of the

- limits thereof. This is intended to relisve him from the bar created by section

10-A.
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The Hon'ble C. JamBuLINGAM MupaLiYAR.—It may be 10-A (1) (c).

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Buiss.—I think we should have to include a)so (b)
and (¢) of section 10-A. Forinstance, in the caseof Tiruppastir you may have a
Head Assistart Collector who is under 25. In order however that we may not
fall iuto more pitfalls, we may take the amendment as applying to the whole of
section 10-A. [ hope that Hon’ble Members will not think that we shall put in
criminals or any persons of that stamp. With these remarks 1 beg to second the
amendment. ‘

The amendment was put. to the Council and agreed to.

The Hon’ble Mr. J. F, Price.—The next amendment for moving which I
desire to ask Your Excellency’s permission, is one which merely corrects an error
discovered in the Bill. With Your Excellency’s permission therefore I beg to
move— -

“ That at the end of proviso (ii) to sub-section (1) of section 14 of the Act, as
embodied in section 13 of the Bill, for the figures and words ¢ 10 and 11’ be sub-
stituted the figures and words ¢ 11 and 12." Or, as altered by Mr. Subba Rao’s
amendment just passed, ¢ 11 and 13.”” , '

The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

The Hon’ble C. VisavaracEAVACHARIAR.—Before I ask permission for moving
my next amendment, may I ask for a ruling as to whether permission is necessary
at this stage at all. Rule 52 reads « [f the objection referred to in the last pre-
ceding rule prevails, the motion that the Bill be passed shall be taken into con-
sideration again at a subsequent meeting and the Bill may then be passed either
_with or without further amendment ; provided that, at this stage, no amendment.
may be moved without the permission of°the President.”

In March last no objection was taken to the passing ofthe Bill at that stage.
I submit, therefore, that Rule 52 does not apply. The business was adjourned
either under Rule 3 or on a motion under Rule 4. I would request a ruling as to
whether Rule 52 is applicable in this case. If Your Excellency rules that uader
these circumstances Rule 52 applies I must ask Your Excellency’s permission for
moving my amendment. )

His Excellency the Prustprnr.—The matter has been carefully considered and
it has been decided by the President that permission is required in all these
cases.

The Hon’ble C. Visavaraauavaouariak.—I beg Your Excellency’s permission

to move the amendment which stands in my name and which is as follows :—
' “ In sub-section (2) of section 14 of the Act as embodied in section 13 of

the Bill, omit the words ‘or if the Municipal Councillors make on two successive -

occasions a nomination which does not meet with his approval.””’ .
His Excellency the PrEsIDENT however refused,permission and the amendment

was not moved. Permission was also refused to the same Hou’ble Member to

move the amendments standing in his name in respect of section 16 of the Act as

embodied in section 15 of the Bill. ‘
The Hon’ble C. VisayaraamavAcHARIAR.—In regard to my next amendment, I
do not know if I shall be in order if I recall to your memory, Sir, that a sort of
promise has been held out hy Your Excellency to the people of Salem and Calicut.
'His Excellency the Presipenr.—I don’t think we have come to that. We
are still at section 15. ‘

BILL.TG AMENG THE MADRAS DISTRICT MUNICIPALIFIES
ACT [V OF 188}

Section 16.
" The Hon’ble N. Supsa Rao PanruLu, with the permission of His Excellenty the
President, moved the following amendment :—— : e '

“ In sub-section (1) of section 17 of the Act as embodied in section 16 of the
Bill for ‘section 19’ shall be substituted ‘sections 19 and 20 ;’ for °sub-section
(2) of section 10’ shall be substituted °section 21-A ;’and for *section 13 (iii)
in respect of ‘the municipality of which he is Chairman’ shall be substituted
¢ gection 13 in‘respect of the appointment of the Chairman.’”’ S
The Hon’ble Mr. H. W, Briss.—This amendment is intended to correct a
clerical error and not being essential it may.be accepted. I second the motion.

''he amendment was put-vo the Council and agreed to.

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W, Buiss,—With your Excellency’s permission there is
another amendment that I wish to bring forward. The amendment runs as
follows :— '

« That the following proviso be inserted at the end of sub-section (1) of
section 17 of the Act as embodied in section 16 of the Bill :—

¢ Provided that on one occasion only after the passing of the “Madras
District Munieipalities Act Amendment Act, 1897,” the Governor in Council may
by notification prescribe a date upon whic¢h all Municipal Councillors appointed by
election prior to such date shall vacate office.” ”

The object of this amendment is nothing very revolutionary, but only we want
to get things into order. Instead of casual vacancies occurring at all times in
the year we propose to have all the elections at a fixed time of the year which, on
the whole, may be found to be a very great convenience. :

The Hon’ble N. SusBa Rao Panturu.—] second the amendment. This 18 a
very important one.

The amendment was put to the Council ard agreed to,

Section 18.

The Hon’ble C. JaupurincaM Muvarivari—I desire to ask the permission of
your Excellency for moving an.amendment in clause (iv) of sub-section (1) of section
19. I find from the notice paper that there is an amendment which the Hon’ble
C. Vijayaraghavachariar proposes. If your Excellency is willing to give per-
mission to the Hon’ble Member, it would be logical to discuss his amendment first
and then my amendment. My object 13 to retain clause (iv) and make certain
amendments. But the object of the Hon’ble C. Vijayaraghavachariar is to omit
clause (iv) altogether. . '

&Th_e Hon’ble . VisaYARAGHAVACHARIAR.—The amendment that stands.in my
name is as follows :— )
“In section 19 of the Act as modified by section 18 of the Bill, omit clause
(iv) of sub-sectiun (1) and number clause (v) as clause (iv).
Number the proviso as sub-section (3), omit therefrom the words ¢ provided
that ’ and substitute in it the word ® section’ for the word ¢ clause.’ ”

That is a very important provision and I trust that your Excellency willxh)e
pleased to give me permission to move it.
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_ His .Excellency the Presipexr.—That is a matter which I am told—you have
alluded to my promise just now—has received the fullest consideration and was
most t‘boroughly threshed out in Council during the previous sittings when' the
section was settled in its present form. In view of that fact and as on*further con-
sideration 1 think that the proviso which was then added to the Bill seems to give
a strong and sufficient safe-guard against any of the abuses which might otherwise
possibly exist, I have come to the conclusion that it would not be well to allow
this fresh amendment to be put now. : ) '

The Hon’ble C. JampuLincam MuparLiyar.—~1I apply for permissio’n to move the

first amendment of section 18 of the Bill, standing in my name. If that is not .

allowed, I will ask for permission to mave the other.

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Briss.—I desire to point out that the amendment
proposed is very identical with the onealready considered by the Council when the
section was settled at the last meeting as will be seen from vhe proceedings.

~ The Hon’ble C. JamBurincay Mupavivar.—That point was not put before the
Council. No doubt reference was made to it, but it was not placed before the
Council in the specific form in which I wish to bring it forward and a vote taken,

His Excellency the Presipent.—Permission is not given to moving these
amendments. 1 decline to grant permission for the reason which I gave in
declining to give permission to the amendment of the Hon’ble U. Vijayaraghava-
chariar. - ’

' Section 23.

The Hon’ble C. Jamsurincam Mupalivar. —With your Excellency’s permission

my next amendment runs as follows:— .

“ After sub-section (1) insert ¢ In clanse 2 of section 30 of the Aet insert the
word * Vice-Chairman’ between *Chairman’ and ‘or the presiding Municipal
Councillor.”” '

This is merely a verbal affair. Some squabble might be raised that since the

word * Vice-Chairman > is not mentioned, he cannot give his casting vote when

he presides. The object of the amendment is to make the section clear,

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W, Briss.--You may put simply * the presiding Municipal
Councillor.” 1Is the Chairman a Municipal Councillor ?

- The Hon’ble C. JampuLiNgayx Muparivar.—Yes, he i8 a Municipal Councillor.
I propose that the words *The Chairman or” be omitted. The effect of this
would be that the * presiding Municipal Councillor ”* shall have a casting vote.

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Buiss seconded the amendment.
The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to. -
" The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Paxrurv.—With your Excellency’s permission I
move the next amendment. Which is—

“In sub-section (3)of section 23 of the Bill (and consequently in sub-section
(4) of section 30 of the Act) for the words ‘and the Tnspector and Assmtant
Inspector of Schools’ shall be substituted the words <the Inspector or the
Assistant Inspector of Schools.” ” ) .

This 18 merely a verbal amendment.

BILL TO AMEND THE MADRAS DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES
‘ ACT IV OF 1884.

The Hon’ble C. JaMBuriwcam Muparivar seconded the amendment.
The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

The. Hon’ble C. JauBuriNgam MUDALIYAR, with the permission of Fis Excellency
the President, moved the following amendment :—

- In sub-section (4) of section 23 of the Bill for the last paragraph of sub-
section (5) of section 30 of the Act shall be substituted the following :—
) ¢ If within half an hour after the time appointed for a meeting, a quorum
18 not present, the meeting shall stand adjourned to some future day, unless all the
members present agree to wait longer.’” : - : '

In doing so he said :—As the section stands it may lead to anomalous results.
If the members wait for half an bour and there is then no quorum, it will be
adjourned should Chairman or Vice-Chairman be present; but if neither the
Chairman nor the Vice-Chairman be present, it may be that the remaining members
will have to sit indefinitely should there be no quorum. If all present do not
object to wait longer it is all right. But it is rather hard on punctual members
that they should be made to wait longer than half an hour.

" The Hon'ble'Mr. H. W. Briss.—The only drawback to the form of the amend-
ment is who is to fix the * future day.” ) '

The Hon’ble C. JamBuuiNgaM MupaLiyAR.—I may say it may be fized by the

" Chairman. .

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. BLiss.—I thiak you had better omit the words **to
some future day.” ’

" The Hon'ble C. fusvrveax Mupativaz.—1 aceept it.
The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Panruru seconded the amendment as altered.

. The amendment, as altered by the Hon’ble Mr. Bliss, was put to the Council
and agreed to. '

- Section 24.

The Hon'ble Mr. J. F. Price.—With your Excellency’s permission I move
my amendment to this section which is— '

“ That the following words be omitted from sub-section (3) of section 81 of
the Act as embodied in sub-section (3) of section 24 of the Bill :—* and in his absence
the Chairman-delegate’ and ¢ or in his abseuce by the Chairman-delegate.”

Tre necessity ({or this amendment has arisen from the-fact that the words’
which it is proposed to omit give authority to the Chairman-delegate to have the
custody of the proceedings of municipal meetings during the absence of the Chair-
man. Clause 4 of section 25 of the Bill provides— 5

“ Any Chairman may, with the previous consent of the Municipal Council,
from time to time¢ authorize, by an order in writing, any Municipal Councillor
whom he may select to exercise any of the powers conferred.” - . .

It is only such powers of the Chairman that he may seem fit to delegate
that carbe assigned to the Chairman-delegate. His appointment, therefore, as such
should obviously not confer upon him any other power. As the Bill stands at -
present he has the right of custody during the absence of the Chairman. ‘

The Fon’ble Mr. H. W. Briss seconded the amendment,
The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.
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Section 25.

The Hon'ble N. Sussa Rao Pastyrv.—With
move the awendment which stands in my name.

““ At the beginning of sub-section (4) of section 32 of the Act aQ erﬁbodied in
shall be inserted the following words :—

sub-section (2) of section 25 of the Bill
¢ Where there is no Vice-Chairman.’”

Myself and the Hon’ble C. Jam

to the same effect. 1 think either

. amendment is that while there isa V

his power to any other Councillor.

the Vice-Chairman should delegate his powers.

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Briss.—I prefer the amendment put férward by the

\ Chairman ;
whereas the other contemplates both the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman being

absent. I would, therefore, second the amendment of the Hon’ble Subba Rao

Hon’ble Subba Rao Pantulu. That says:  where there is no Viee-

Pantulu.,

The amendment was put to the Council and agréed to.  ° ' ’

The Hon’ble C. JansuLiNgay Mupariva, with the permission of His
the President, then withdrew the amendment which stood in his name.

Section 27,

The Hon'ble Mr. J. F. Price.—~With
amendment to this section which jg—

* That for the words . ¢ after obtaining and consiflering the explanation of
the Chairman’ in sub-section (1) of section 27 of the Bill (and consequently in
sub-section (1) of section 33 of the Act)be substituted the words ¢ after giving
tde Chairman a reasonable opportunity of explanation.” ” »

The object of this amendment is to meet the case of a Chairman who neglects
to furnish or wilfully-abstains from furnishing the explanation called for by Gov-
ernment.  Cases of this nature have, I believe, arisen, and it seems desivable that
we should make provision for it. :

The Hen'ble Mr. H. W. Buiss seconded the amendment.

The amendment was put and agreed to. )
: L

your Excellency’y permission I move. an

- Section 29.

- The Hon’ble Mr. J. F. Pgice.—With your Excellericy’s permission the next
‘amendment which I move is as follows :— '

. “(e) That in sub-section (1) of section 35 of the Act,as embodied in sup-
section (1) of section 29 of the Bill the words © or permissioni’ be inserted after the
words ¢ any license’ and between the words ¢ license’ and *is likely;’ and the
words ¢ grant of such licenge or permission’ be substituted for the words ¢ issue of
such license.’” | '

The object of this amendment is to make provision for cases where no formal
license 18 needed and where the law requires permission only to be granted.
Instances of this kind can be found in sections 211, 212 and other seotions -of the

your Exeellency’s permission I

bulingam Mudaliyar have got an amendment
wording may be adopted. The object of the
Vice-Chairman, the Chairman should not delegate

It is only in the absence of the Chairman that

Excél]ency

' ‘TBILL T0 AMEND THE MADRAS DISTRICT MU NICIPALITIES.
‘ . ACT IV OF 1884. ,

Act. Tt seems but right that cases of this nature ought tobe put on the same hfoot-;r}ng
as those for which licenses are necessary. This point was overlooked when
sections were grafted.

Tiw~Hon’ble Mr, H. W. Buiss seconded the amendment.

" The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

The Hon’ble Mr. J. F. PricE.—My second amendment is— .
“(b) That in sub-section (2) of section 29 of the Bill (and consequently in

' ‘sub-section (2) of section 35 of the Act) the words after giving the Munieipal

i ion’ 1 the words
> il a reasonable opportunity of explanation’ be substituted for ¢ )
¢ aofl:::alf lol?baining and coxil)sgdering the explanation of the Municipal Council.’ " .
is is i i imi hich I referred in
This is intended to provide for a case similar to that to w.
sub-éectlison (1) of sectionp2-7 of the Bill. | No case of this kind has, as faras I know,
ever ocourred, but it it quite within the limit of possibility, and it is therefore

necessary to gua_t:d against it. v

" The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Buiss seconded the a,mendm.qnb.b
Thé amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

The Hon'ble N. Susss Rao Panruco.—The nexg amendment stands in my
_pame. It is about interpellation. It has s gmall hist8ry of,its own.

His Excellency the Persipexr.—You have permission to move 1t.

The Hon’ble' N. Sussa Rao PanroLu.—I beg to move— . C.

« The following shall be inserted as sub-section (I ) of section 32 .?'t' the Bt}l e
«(1) The foll?)wing clause shall be inserted between clauses (iii) and (W).of

soction 88 t— B . |

¢(iv) The interpellation of the Chairman by the Municipal Councillors ;*

“ and dlauses (iv), (v), (vi) and (vii) shall be re-numbered as clauses (v), (vi), (vii)
and (viii), respectively.’” ' o .
This amendment was. brought forward before the Select Committee and by
gome oversight it was not put in the report. - This was brought forward at the

. 1nst tneeting of the Council in"March. I brpught it forward under section 250

i bles the Governor in Council to frame rules for the guidance of
ﬂltl::cxilzsi;:f Councils in several matters. I considered this was.a mattetil wh;ch
affected ‘the Municipal Councils throughout @he‘ Presidency and tho.u%l t-f that
the power might be vested in the Governor 1in Council so_that he mig tdrame
one set of rules to govern all the Municipal Councils. When t,hg ameﬁ m'ent
was brought' forward it was suggested by the Advocate-General and the Hon’ble

. ‘M. Bligs that a rule of this kind should’come under sectiou 38, because this section

' ‘Municipal Councils to make rules. consistent with this Act in regard to

’ femp(’)i:b;?a%g:: }:,hab it might be left to Municipal qunclls to_submit proposals
: :uema*ihab when the Government received suggestanqfrom the various municipalities
3 would frame the rules, On that guggesﬁlon!: withdrew the a:mendment. Ido
not think:thére can be any objection with regard to ib. See}ng that we"'lfﬁe
Provided for Becretaries in whom the real executive work will be vested, ‘the

. Chairman being a superviding officer who has got the general conduct of proceedings

.amd other matters sonnected with municipalitiés, the provision that I now- propose

‘will be a useful- one in keeping the municipalities in good working grder and to
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femedy several .natters that- may be brought to the notice of the Councils. I
hope it will be accepted by this Council.

The Hon’ble P. Rancayya Nayupu seconded the amendment,

The Hon'ble Mr. H. W. Buiss.—I should like to say a few words in regard to
this amendment. The Hon’ble gentleman has given an account of what occurred
on the last occasion, and I am bound to confess that on that occasion I did not
apprehend as accurately as I do at this moment, the objections to the measure
which he has brought forward. It seemed to me then that he was proposing g
harmless measure; but I am not so certain about it now. It has been suggested
to me that an unrestricted power of interpellation might put the unfortunate
Chairman into a very difficult position indeed—in fact his life would, by no means, be
a happy one, for he would be liable to much disturbance at the hands of any fa(‘:tlous
party which might exist. The Hon'ble gentleman says that there is the paid Secre-
tary to relieve the Chairman of much of the odium of answering questions. But in
the first place it may be that we may not have a paid Secretary in all the munici-
palities. It is true that we shall have a paid Secretary in larger municipalities,
but I venture to think that the trouble that would be caused to the Chairman in
the smaller municipalities by the power of interpellation will not decrease with

.

the size of the town. On tJe contrary, I should think that the smaller the town is .
the greater will be the factious spirit which aided by the power ol interpellation, .

-would make the life of a Chairman a burden. Further, it must be remembered that
the Secretary is intended to be an executive officer of the municipality, but I do not
think it is intended that the Chairman and the Municipal Commissioners should be
relieved of the responsibility of working the municipality. I think it will be a
mistaken thing if that is done. It would be the duty of the Secretary to prepare
anewers from the records for the information of the Chairman as our unfortunate
Secretaries have to after searching the records of many years. The Secretary would

not be the responsible person and it is nnly the Chairman that is responsible. ‘I am-

not sure, therefore, whether it would not be better to leave things as they are. I

*have been told that the opinion of many respectable native gentlemen is that if.

you allow an unrestricted power of interpellation no respectable native gentleman
will undertake the duty of a Chairman, for an entirely new terror would be added
to his life. I think from what I have heard we ought. to give a very careful con.
sideration to this question. It is not a matter on which I desire to dOgmause, nor
is it a matter which will be regarded in any way as a Government question. It is a
matter in which everybody should be held to be at liberty to vote in any way he
pleases. When the matter came up formerly beforq the _Uouncll I was n favgur
of it. But I am bound to say that a further consideration has led ‘me to think
that it would be better to leave things as they are. Therefqre as far as Iam
concerned I feel compelled to oppose the Hon’ble Member’s motion. .

The Hon’ble C. JampuriNngad MupanivaB.—If I understand the Hon’ble Mr, .

Bliss rightly, his objections appear to be against an unrestricted power of Interpella-
tion. I donot consider that the Hon’ble Member’smiotion is to that effect. Section
88 of the Act in which this special clause is to be embodied runs thus:—38. (1)« Every
Municipal Council may, from time to time, make rules consistent with this Act and
, ~ _ with any rules framed by the Gover-
Rules as to conduct of buginess. nor in Council, in regard to the fol-

: lowing matters, &e.”:—

.
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The matter which is now intended to be brought under this is the power of
interpellating the Chairman. Sub-section (2) of this section says— ' -

(2) “ Norule made under this section shall take effect until it has heen published
in the manner prescribed by the Governor in Council.” ) ‘

The first portion of the section gives ample power to the Governorin Council
as well ag to Municipal Councils to restrict the power of interpellation within safe
limits. Ido not myself consider that it is safe to give unrestricted power for
interpellating the Chairman. As to the observation that no native gentleman ‘would
undertake the duty of a Chairman subject to the power of interpellation, I cannot
bring myself to agree in that view. I have been on mufussal* Municipal Councils
for several years, and I do not believe that I realised that sentiment from any
quarter. As to any great inconvenience arising from alarge number of questions,
a comparison has been made with the unfortunate Secretary of this Council as to
the rummaging up of old records, but the analogy is not quite accurate ; we must
remember that we have to deal here with the concerns of 21 districts with
innumberable departments and ramifications; whereas the concerns of a mufussal
municipality extend only to a few thousands of population and are not so wide as
to necessitate a very large number of questions being put. It may be large in
the beginning owing to the novelty of the thing, bat, as time goes on, there would
be no necessity for a very large number of questions. I find this practice is
carried out in the Madras Municipality and the President of that Municipality
has at every meeting to answer a very large number of questions ; though I am not
quite certain as to‘any specific power being provided in the Madras Act for the
purpose of interpellation, yet I believe the good sense of the President and {he
Commissioners has brought them to agree together so that a number of questions
are sént by the Commissioners at each meeting and are answered by the President.
That being the case, I do not think there is any fear in mufussal municipalities
especially when this power is to be exercised with restrictions to be placed upon it
by Government. If some safe-guards are adopted, there will be no danger =t all.
The usefulness of interpellation has been recognized and it is unnecessary to say
anything about if. [ do not see why interpellation should not be adopted in the
mufussal whereby many of the shortcomings might be brought to light. I think it
is more. necessary in the districts to have this power as a check and control over
the misdoings of subordinates than it is here with reference to this Council. 1
therefore strongly support the motion. : '

“The Hon’ble Mr. J. F. Price.—I do not see any objection if this provigion is
placed under section 250. That would allow Governmenst to restrict the right of
1nterpellation within reasonable limits. '

. The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Panrorv.-—I first brought it forward in that way.
I ‘certainly agree with the Hon’ble Mr. Bliss that it an unrestricted power of
1nterpellation is given, the life of a Chairman would be an unpleasant one.

The Hou’ble C. Jampuringau MupaLivae.—With your Excellency’s ;;ermission
I would ask a question. Would 14 not be better to put this under section 255 which
provides for framing bye-laws by the Municipal Councils and thereby we will have
a double guarantee inasmuch as the Municipal Council can make that provision

and ‘thg Governpmnt can exercise its ‘tontrol ? You can insert a seventh clause
for asking questions. :
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The Hou'ble N. Sumsa Rao PanrouLu.—As suggested by the Hen’ble Mr.
Price I shall have it under clause (m) in 250. I therefore beg to propose that in
sectio;x 250, clause (m), be changed into clause (n) and a new clause be introduced
as (m). . .

The Hon’ble C.' VizavaracHAVACHARIAR.—It should be * As to the interpel.
lation of the Chairman by the Municipal Councillors ” so that it may be in conform-
ity with the other clauses. ‘

This amendment was put to the Council and agree to.

Section 33.

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Briss.—The section as it stands provides for the
appointment of a fit and proper person to be the Secretary by the Municipal Council
subject to the approval of the Governor in Council. But there is no provision
whereby the Government can require a Municipal Council which persists in

appointing an improper person to remove him.  Therefore with your Excellency’s

permission I would propose the {ollowing amendment :—
“¢ That the following words shall be added to sub-section (1) of section 39-A
of the Act as embodied in section 33 of the Bill :— ,
‘and shall remove such person if at any time required by the Governor in
Council to do so.””’
That would give the Government power to imsist upon the removal of the
Secretary who had shown himself unworthy.

T'he Hon’ble Mr. J. F. Pricr seconded the amendment.
The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

‘The Hon’ble Mr. H. W, Briss.—There is another amendment that I wish to
bring forward with your Excellency’s permission. It is merely a verbal amend.-
ment. Section 39-A (1) reads thus— :

¢ Bvery Municipal Council may, at & meeting specially held for the purpose,:
and subject to theapproval of the Governor in Council, appoint a person to be thejr
Secretary, and may at a like meeting, and subject to the like approval, remove any
person so appointed,”

It reads as if the meeting is subject to the Governor in Council, but the words
“ Subject to the approval of the Governor in Council,” were intended to gqualify
the whole section. I therefore propose—

“That in sub-section (1) of section 39-A of the Act as embodied in section 33
of the Bill, the words *subject to the approval of the Governor in Conneil’ in
lines 8 and 4 be inserted at the beginning of the sab-section before the woxd
*overy,’ and that the word ¢and’ in line 8 be omitted.” ’

The Hon’ble Mr. J. F. Pgios seconded the amiendment.

The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

x .

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Panrurv.—The next amendment which stands in
my name i8 with reference to sub-section (2) of section 39-A. The object of the
smendment is to give a better wording to°the sub-section. - Sub-section 2 runs
thus—
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¢“(2) Every Municipal Council realizing a revenue of Rs. 30,000 and up-
wards shall, unless the Governor in Council otherwise directs, appoint a Secretary.”
What is the meaning of it—whether it means gross revenue or ordinary items
of receipt or extraordinary items? These are ambiguous. I would, therefore,
with your Excellency’s permission, move the amendment which stands in my
name— : .
b A “ That the following be substituted for sub-section (2) of section 39-A of
the Act :—

¢ (2) Unless the Governor in Council otherwise directs, every Municipal Coun-

cil which has during three consecutive financial years realizeé an average apnual

income of Rs. 30,000 excluding extraordinary items of receipt shall. in the next
succeeding financial year ahpoint a Secretary. : r‘ /

For the purposes of this section the Governor in Council may declare what are

extraordinary items of receipt.” ‘ :

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Buss seconded the amendment. -
The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

The Houn’ble C. VisaYaraGHAVACHARIAR.—With your Excelleucy’s permission I
withdraw the next amendment in my name in consequence of this amendment
having been carried.

The Hor’ble C. JaMBuLineam MupaLivar.—With your Excellency’s peirmission

I move the following amendment :— _ :
¢ In clause (d) of sub-section (3 of section 39-A of the Act, the words ‘as
regards the servants of the Municipal Council employed in the Municipal office and
on the collection of the Municipal revenues’ shall be inserted after ¢section 42,’
and the words ‘ business or’ shall be omitted.” : :
, Section 42 relates to the powers of Chairman to make appointments of
Municipal servants subject to rules prescribed by the Governor in Council, that is,
gervants of all kinds and of all departments. The object of appointing a Secratary
is to relieve the Chairman of a lot of routine work, miscellaneous correspondence,
and collection work. It is necessary therefore to invest the Secretary with the power
of appointing. Municipal. servants en%aged- in such works. Agreeably with the
objects we had in view in proposing the appointment of a Secretary, it is enough
if 1t is made compulsory on the Chairman to delegate to the Secretary the power of
appointing Municipal servants who are to work directly under his control and who
are to collect taxes ; but in regard to the Sanitary steff they would be appointed
by the Chairman, and the Chairman shall not be bound to delegate that power to
the Secretary. If the whole power is taken away from the Chairman he will have
nothing to do éxcept to preside at meetings. Our object is to let him have the
management of the meeting and leave the details of the office work to the
Secrétary, such as the collection of taxes. I think it would be better that the
collections should be in the hands of a man such as the Secretary. Ox this
matter myself and others have had a consultation with the Hon’ble Mr. Bliss
and the Hon’ble Mr. Price, and I understand they agreed to this form of my
amendment. Moreoyer, the word * business ” has no particular value in the section,
I therefore place the amendment before the Council. L

.. The Hon’ble N. S'u'nng Rao Panrtoru seconded the amendm_entu\
The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

!
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The Hon’ble C. Vissvarscaavacaariak.—May I ask your Excellcncy’s per-
mission to move the amendment to the same clause which stands in my name.
Permission was, however, refused and the amendment was not moved.

Section 37. ..

The Hon'ble C. ViJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR.—My next amendment is a small one

ith your Excellency’s permission, I beg to move— '

and Wlt‘l‘lgl gub-section ( {) ofpsection 44 of the Act, omjt phe word ¢ one or ’ to insert
therein the words ¢ the Chairman or a Committee consisting of two or,

As the section stands it gives power to the  Municipal Council to enable one

Municipal Councillor to enter into a contract. I object to the delegation of the

power to one and I would prefer it to be given to the Chairman or to a Committee

consisting of two or more.
The Hon’ble K. KALYANAsUNDARAM AIYAR seconded the amendment.

The Hon’ble Mr. H, W. Buiss.—I do not wish to dogmatise in the matter but I
think, on the whole, it would be best to leave the section as it 1s. The great thing
is if ‘you leave it as it is, you get more elasticity. 1admit it is dangerous sometimes
to delegate the power to one person of making contracts. But according to the
amendment the power of making contracts is delegated to the Chairman,
and I do not know if there is any special reason why the Chairman should be
better than any other Municipal Councillor. If it is safe to delegate the power to
a Chairman 1t is equally safe to delegate.it to any other Municipal Councillor.

Personally I am in favour of having the section as it is though as IsayI have no

wish to dogmatise in the matter. |
The Hon’ble C. ViJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR.~I think in the interest of Municipal
Councils, it is better to have two.
The amendment was put and carried by a majority.

Section 39.

The Hon’ble C. JamsviiNeaw MupaLivar.— After, consulting my friends as to
my next amendment I think it better to withdraw the amendment which stands in
my name to section 39. There are some consequential amendments and I would
ask for leave to withdraw them also. ] . o .

The amendments were withdrawn accordingly with the permission of His
Excellency the President.

Between Sections 40 and 41,

The Hon'ble N. Supsa Rao Pawxruro.—The next amendment stands in my
name and these amendments are made in consequence of the discussion on the ques.
tion of taxation involved in the Bill. At the conelusion of tbe_dlscussmn of this
Bill, His Excellency Lord Wenlock was pleased to say the following words :— )

. “I must say I was much struck by the manner in which they presented their
case yesterday and it has occurred to me that before the Bill is actually passed into
law, it may be found possible to bring their views and those of the Goverl}men_{‘- more
" nearly together than they were brought yesterday by the vote carried in this

Chamber.”
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.. The Hon’ble Mr. Bliss has also said that he would consider any suggestion
that might be made to him. In consequence of the remarks that fell from
%‘ d Wenlock and the Hon’ble Mr. Bliss, 1 have brought forward this amendment.
1 llave met the Hon’ble Mr. Bliss aud talked the matter over with him and he

- expressed his view that, so far as this question of taxation is concerned, though

in other matters he is not for dogmatising, the Government must have 16} per
cent. and that he was prepared to have the amount re-adjusted between house-tax
and water-tax—that is, in other words, instead of 10 per cent.” house-tax the
Government is prepared to have 83 per cent. and instead of 6} per cent. water-tax,
the Government would be willing to have 8 per cent., the total being 16} per cent.
The Hou'ble Members on this side of the table have had a consultation in the
matter, and taking all thege things together and the various remarks fallen from
the Hon’ble Members of Government, we have thought it best under all these
circumstances to accede to the proposal made by the Hon'ble Mr. Bliss and there-
fore I wish to withdraw the two amendments standing in my name with regard
to section 49 of the Act. All the other Hon’ble Members will also withdraw their
amendments in this connection. ’

« His Excellency the PresipEnt.—The Government are completely in accord

with the Hon’ble Mr. Bliss in this matter and entirely endorse the proposal that

appears to have been suggestedsto you, . *

_ The amendments were withdrawn with the permission of His Excellency the

President. o ' - "
- ' + o . *Section 42.

The Hon'ble N. Sussa Rao Panroro.—With the permission of His Excellenc
the President I would propose the following amendment :— '

““ Sub-section (4) of section 52 of the Act as embodied in section 42 of the
Bill shall be omitted.” ‘

This has reference to the question of house-tax and professional-tax. ‘This
will be omitted here, as other seotion will be inserted as section 250-A and it will
be in wider terms. . o ‘ ‘ -

The Hon’ble Mr. J. F. Prior seconded the amendment,

The amendment wag put to the Council and agreed to.

' Section 48.

The Hon’ble C. JawsuLineay MupaLIYAR.—For reasons already stated I beg
to move the following amendment :—

“ In sub-section (2) of section 63 of the Act, as embodied in section 48 of the
Bﬂl_;“btylgsﬁtube for “ten per centum’ ¢ eight and-a-half per centum.’
", -"Thé Hon'blo Mr. H. W, Briss seconded the amendment.
" The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to. » -
Tho Hot’ble 'N. Sussa Rao Panroso.—There is a small amendment standing

in my namefvyiﬂi;re d to the same gection. .With Your Excellenoy’s‘permiasion
F.he. amendment 'I'_w sh to propose rans in these terms:— . - S

m . “At the-end of ‘sub-section (3) of section 63 of the Act, insert tlis following
roviso :—— - ' | ' : : o
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« ¢+ Provided that no tax shall be levied under this sub-section upon lands used
solely for agricultural purposes.”” ‘ .

This provides for tazation according to certain number of square yards. I
think it is 4 annas for every 80 square yards.

The Hon’ble Mr. J. F. PricE seconded the amendment. *
. The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

Section 55.

The Hon’ble C. JaupuLineay MupaLrzar.—With your Excellency’s permiésion I
beg to propose— v .

“ In sub-section (1) of section 75 of the Act as exabodied in section 55 of the
Bill, the word ¢ eight’ shall be substituted for ¢ six and-a-half.””

This is according to the agreement we have arrived at’; the water-tax will be
now 8 per cent.

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W, Br:ss seconded the amendment.
The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to. ]

. The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Briss.—There is a consequential amendment whic
ghould also be moved. In séction 75, sub-section 1) of the Act about 5 lines from
the end 2 annas 6 pies” should be changed to *4 annas.”

The Hon’ble C. JampurLiNeam Mupautyar.—I propose that ¢ 2 annas 6 pies ” be
altered to 4 annas.”

The amendment was put and agreed to. :

The Hon’ble N. Susa Rao PanruLu.—In view of the amendments that have
been now carried in the matter of taxation—that is to say, we have increased the
tax under water-supply to 8 per cent.--and in view of the modification we have
made, it becomes. all the more important to consider carefully the amendment of
which I have given notice.

 The Hon’ble C. Jausurineau Mouparivar.—For the purpose of sub-section (3)
of section 63 and to preserve the proportion, the proviso to section 75, clause (1) of
the Act is necessary in order to have the maximum rate. But the difference
between the house-tax and the water-tax is only very trivial, and it is therefore
unnecessary to have the proviso fixing the maximum, All that is necessary under
sub-section (3) is brought out here. It is redundant to have the proviso. 1
accordingly move that the proviso in sub-section (1) of section 75 of the Act be
omitted.

The Hon'ble Mr. J. F. Prick seconded the amendment.
The amendment was put to the Council ard agreed to. .

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rio Panronuv.—Now that an important modification
has been made to section 75 of the Act by which the water-rate has been increased
to 8 per cent., it becomes all the more important for us to consider the amendment
which stands in my name—that is to #ay, in several of the municipalities we have a
lot of paddy-fields within their limits used solely for agricultural purposes. The
question that arises is whether the owners of these fields who pay a land-tax to the
municipality, vyho pay to Government the Government tax, willage cesses, local
cesses, and various other cesses. o .
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The~Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Buiss.—They do not pay local cesses.
" The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Paxntoru.—I beg your pardon, I see, they only pay

village cesses and taxes to Government and land-tax to the municipality. The

question is whether the owners of these agricultural lands should be taxed with the

. water-rate not exceeding 8 per cent. We must rerember that the owners of these

fields do not derive any benefit so far as the fields are concerned by the introduc-
tion of a water-supply scheme. It may be said that the owners derive benefit, because
they live in the muuicipality. But they pay their water-rate for the place where
they live. If they live in a house, the house would be taxed with the water-rate.
There is no reason why the agricultural land in municipalities should be taxed.

. Our, sections on this subject are very meagre——in fact it is practically one section.
* Whereas in the Bengal Municipal Act We find detailed provision with regard to the

rate of water-tax. 1 would draw attention to section 279 of the Bengal Act which
runs ag— : .

« 279 (1) In any municipality to which the provisions of this Part shall

- be extended in the manner prescribed by

Lmposition of wator-rate. gection 222, it shall be lawful for the

Commissioners at a meeting to impose a watér-rate not exceeding seven and-a-half

* per centum on the annual value of holdings when the houses and lands are situated
“in any road supplied with water, and not exceeding six per centum when the

house and lands are situated in any road not so supplied.

(1a) With the sanction of the Lotal Government, the amount of the water-
rate imposed under this section may vary with the distance of houses or lands from
the nearest stand-pipe or other squrce cf water-supply, and the amount may be
higher in the case of promises to which communication pipes are attached thanin -
the case of other premises.

2) In fixing the amount or amounis of the rate, regard shall be had to the
principle that the totalenet proceeds of the tax, together with the estimated income
from payments for water supplied from the works under special contract or other-
wise, shall not exceed the amount required for carrying out the purposes of this
Part. - .

", (8) The water-rate shall be paid by the occupiers of , the holdings by quar-
terly instalments in advance: ' _

Provided that such water-rate shall not be levied upon— o

(a) any house or land, no part of which is within a zadius %o be fixed
' by the Local Government for each municipality from the nearest

.

stand-pipe or other supply of water available to the public; or |,
(b) any land used exelusively for purposes of agriculture ; or
. .(e) any holding consisting only of tanks :

'Pro"vided also that nothing in this section ,éhall prevent the. Commissioners

"from making any special arrangement consistent with this Acy with persons

residing beyond he radius fixed by the Local Government.”

. They make.so many limitations with regard to the imposing of the wm;rgte
sccording to the benefit derived: by the several inhabitants of the locality, If the
house stands in a road directly supplied with water, then a higher rate is imposed,
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if not a lower rate. The Local Government is to fix the radius beyond which water-
rate is not to be charged. \ _

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Buiss.~~We can do that under sub-section (2).

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Pantoruv.—Under the Act wo may exempt any
portion, but we cannot lower the rate. )

*The Hon'ble Mr. H. W. Briss.—We can do that also. .

The Hon'ble N. Sussa Rao Panrori.—Owners of agricultural lands ought not

to be made to pay water-rate both for houses they live in and for lands which they
cultivate and which do not derive any benefit from water-supply scheme.

The object of the imposition of the water-tax is that those who enjoy the .

benefit of the water-supply scheme should pay for its cost. [ therefore propose with

Your Excellency’s permission the following amendment :— :

«“ At the end of sub-section (1) of section 75 of the Act shall bb added the
following proviso :—‘ Provided that no such tax shall be levied upbn any land
exclusively used for agricultural purposes and not deriving any benefit from the
water or drainage works on account of which the tax is imposed.””

If the land derives any benefit by taking the water supplied by the munici-
pality or any benefit from the drainage scheme, the owners thereof ought to pay the
tax. In that way I submit it is a very useful provision. But otherwise the taxation
becomes intolerable. I may instance the town of Masulipatam where the municipal
area covers 20 miles; there are good many rice-fields within such area which do
_not derive any benefit from the water supplied by the municipality, and it seems to

me to be very hard that they should be inade to pay water-rate. My amendment
is a very useful and a very beneficial one. C :

The Hon’ble K. KaLYANASUNDARAM A1VAR seconded the amendment. .
The Hon’ble Mr. H, W. Briss.—It seems to me that fhe Hon’ble gentleman
who has brought forward this motion has got, if I may say so, a little bit mixed. He
takes the section of the Bengal Act and points out that the amount of water-rate
payable by owners of houses and lands benefited by water can be varied according
to ‘their situations. But the whole of that is provided for in a very much simpler

form in sub-section (2Yof section 75. We can exempt houses so far as certairf loca-

lities are concerned. The real question is about the question of taxation. The
* matter presents itself to mein this way: the only object of iaposing the tax on lands
and houses is to make the owners of houses and lands contribute a‘share towards
the municipal expenditure. Therefore I do not approve when people talk of
“lands exclusively used for agricultural purposes and not deriving any benefit
from water or drainage works.” It is not likely that the land would derive any
benefit from water or drainage works, but it is probable that the owners of lands and
houses would derive a great deal of benefit. The only reason for taxing the land is
to make the owner of it contribute a share proportiouate to his means to the muni.
cipal needs. I am notin favour of ‘the amendment now proposed. A little time -
ago 1 assentedsto another amendment which was in the name of the same Hon’ble

geﬁtleman. That amendment was with regard to section 63. The meaning of that

amendment s that, under the system we have hére, we may tax the lands either
according to their annual rental value or under certain circumstances according -to
therr area at the exceedingly high rate of 4 annas per 80 square yards. - The object of
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that rate is to make people who cover their land with huts thickly clustered together
each one of which might escape taxation--under the Act there is a provision that
a single hut not of a certain value is not to be taxed —contribute somewhat towards
the necescities of the municipality in return for their making the place unhealthy.
There I assented to the argument that no heavy rate should be imposed.® I am quite

: willing that the same exemption from water-rate taxation should apply in this case.
" I do not see in regard to the water-rate any more than the house-tax, why owners

of agricultural lands should escape paying a percentage on the annual rental
value of their lands. That seems to be a perfectly legitimate contribution which
must be paid by all persons who live in the municipality. It may be ‘that
owners of lands may live outside the municipality, but we cannot possibly provide
for all contingencies. We must take things as they come. We must assume that
people who cultivate lands which immediately surround the town are residents in
the town. Eyen if they are not actual residents they are deeply interested in the
welfare and health of the town; and from the necessities of the case they must
constantly resort to the town for all their wants and for business of every descrip-
tion, Asto what was said in regard to the immensé area attached to Masulipatam,
I know that thére. is a very large area. But somehow or other I have a feeling
of doubt whether they are flourighing rice-fields as the Hon’ble Member put it.
My recollection is that they are nothing but dreary salt-swamps. However, since [
have been at that place if they have become flourishing rice-fields, the residents of
Masulipatam must be doing uncommonly well. So much so that they should not
object to pay a little taxation for the benefit of those who live in the municipality.
For these reasons I oppose the amendment. But the amendment we passed just

now will cover this case also. '

The Hon’ble C. Jansurincam Mupatrvar.—I think T must support the amendment
of my Hon’ble friend Mr. Subba Rao. I have got some experience in the matter of
water works. My own town of Cuddapah”has got a most excellent system of
water works. When it was introduced six years ago, a large number of applications
poured in for the supply of water for dry and wet fields, DBut the applicauts were
informed that the water supplied by the water works was not intended for fields.
The next thing done was the imposition of the water-tax calculated on the extent.
They asked ¢ what is the principle of this new tax ? We pay a tax for the water
wo drink.” They wanted to know the reason for it as all people in their position
would, and the municipal council was unable to give any reason except that it is so
provided for in tie Act. I believe that every system of taxation must be based on
gome principle, and some definite reason must be given to the people that are taxed.
In ‘this case if we search for the reason we find there is absolutely no reason. 1t is
an utterly indefensible tax in the case of lands used exclusively for agricultural
purposes. [Kxcept by saying that it is so provided for in the Act, it is impossible, to
satisfy the ryots that there is any rational basis for this tax. The only question to
be considered is whether water conveyed through pipes by a system of water works
is fqr drinking purposes or for watering the fields. If you are not in a position
to give water to the fields, there is no reason why you should tax the land. It
is ou the same principle that the Bengal Municipal Council has made special
exemption in the case of lands used for agricultural purposes (here the Hon,
Member read section 279 of the Bengal Act which hus already been quom
U_nless we are prepared to satisfy the ryot population, and unless we are prepared- to
give a rational statement as to what guides us in imposing this tax, it is an utterly
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indefensible tax. In municipalities there are dry and wet fields inclufled within -

municipal limits, but 1t will be appropriate to say that those fields are not includec
within the muricipal limits. Fields do not require special sanitary arrangements
fields coverigg thousands of acres need not be included in municipal areas. Owners
of lands of big area pay a land tax to the municipality. Just as Local Fund areas
pay a local cess for services rendered to those areas, so the municipal lands pay a
municipal cess for the special advantages that the residents within the municipality
receive. I submit it is not fair to tax the lands which take no water. I'hey are
now .so taxed, and the amount will be exhorbitant especially in cases like Masuli-
patam. For these reasons 1 submit that the motion before the Council should be
adopted. )

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Panroruv.—The Hon’ble Mr. Bliss has not cor-
rectly understood the difference between the imposition of tax with regard to the
land-tax on agricultural land and the water-rate on the same kind of lands. The
reason why you impose land-tax on agricultural land is because those lands are bene-
fited by municipal administration by their being within the limits of the municipality
such as roads for transport of grain and various other facilities and benefits
indirectly conferred on the land. With regard to the water-rate the principle
of the imposition is that those who derive benefit from the water-supply scheme
should pay for it ; in some cases the municipal inhabirants have to bear the whole
cost of the water-supply scheme on the principle that they get the benefit of it.
That is the reason why the taxation under this head was raised to 8 per cent.
Because people who pay 8 per cent. will save their cost in other ways, they
ought not to have any objection in paying 8 per cent. when water is brought to
their very door. In the case of agricultural lands they have no connection with
water-supply. So far as the owners are concerned they live in towns and they pay
the water-rate. To impose a water-tax on land, I submit, seems to be against all
principles on which the water-rate is imposed. Moreover it will become a heavy
burden on agricultural lands within municipal limits. If any enquiry is made 1t

will be found that most of the towns nearly one-haif are semi-agricultural. You -

may go to Parldkimedi where small towns are converted into municipalities for keep-
ing them in good sanitary condition. The owners of houses will pay at the rate
imposed by the Act for the municipal administration; but so far as water-rate
18 concerned there is no reason why it should be imposed upon agricultural lands.
In the one case they receive direct henefit from the municipal administration
in the way of roads and in the other case they receive no benefit from~ water.
That is a principle upon which the tax is imposed on all municipalities. I submit
this is a serious matter for the consideration of the Government.

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Buiss.—The Hon’ble gentleman puzzles me altogether,
The Hon’ble gentleman speaks as if it were the lands and houses that are bene-
fited. But it is the owners of lands that are benefited; and the ownership of
land simply shows the extent to which.a man shduld contribute towards municipal
expenditure. Therefore while I agree that it is unfair to charge 4 annas per 80 sq.
yards, I think agricultural lands or rather owners of agricultural lands should con-
tribute in proportion to their income or the gross annual value of their lands towards
municipal funds. The fact is that this tax is levied not on account of the benefit given
to the Jand but according to the ability of the owxters to contribute to municipal funds.

The amendment was put and carried by a majority of one.
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Bection 82.
The Hon’ble C. Jampuuinaam Muparivar with His Excellency’s permission

‘withdrew the amendment to section 82 of the Bill, of which he gave notice :—

Between secttons 108 and 104. i

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Pantonu.—I beg to move that in section 113 of
the Act sub-section (iv) after the word “schools” the following words be inserted :
“ public libraries, reading-rooms, gymnasia, or any' other institutions connected
with the diffusion of education.” ‘

The Hon’ble C. JamsuLiNgaM MupaLivak seconded the amendment.

The amendment-was put to the Council and agreed to. .
The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Panrturu with the permission of His Excellency

" the President moved the following amendment :—

That the following section he inserted in the Bill :—

103-A. For sections 164 and 165, shall be substituted the three following
sections :— ' ‘

164. The Municipal Council may prescribe a line on each side of any public
street within which, except under the provisions of section 169, no portion of any
building abutting on the said street, shall, after such line has been presoribed, be
constructed.. ‘ ‘

A line so prescribed shall be called * the regular line of the street.”

165. (1) When any building or any part thereof which projects beyond the
regular line of & public street falls down or is burnt down or is taken down under
section 180 or otherwise, the Chairman may at once take possession on behalf of
the Municipal Council of the portion of the land within the regular line of the
street theretdfore occupied by the said building, and, if necessary, clear the same;
the Chairman may also require such building or part thereof to be set back to the
regular line of the street. : .

. (2) The Municipal Couuncil shall make reasonable compensation to the owner
.of such building for any damage which he may sustain by any action tuken under
sub-gection (1). . : '

. (3) Land acquired under this section shall thenceforward be deemed a part
of the public street and sBall vest as such in the Municipal Council.

165-A. The Municipal Council may, upon such terms as they think fit, allow-
any building to be set forward for improving the line of any public street in which
-such building is situated. - ,

"+ The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Buss seconded the amendment.

"The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

T . Section 121. .
The Hon’ble Mr. J. F. Prios.—With your Excellency’s pormission I move the

l!ollowing amendment to section 121 :—

-+ ¢ For su‘baseou"on (1) of section 186 of the Madras District Municipélitieé Act,
ws amended by sesion 121 of the Bill, the following be substituted ;— '

-
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* The Municipal Council may, by general or special notice,—
(a) direct the removal of prickly-pear growing within Municipal limits ;

(b) prohibit the planting of wild croton, prickly-pear, wattle, lantana or

other noxious vegetation ; or,

(¢) require the owner or occupier of any building or land, which is in their

opinion in a filthy, or unwholesome state, or which is overgrown with
trees or with wild croton, wattle, lantana or other noxious vegetation,
to cleanse, clear, or otherwise put the samein a proper state within a
time to be specified in such notice.’ ”

The Hon'ble Mr. H. W. BLISS seconded the amendment,
The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

Section 131.

The Hon'ble Mr. J. F. Prics,—With your Excellency’s permission I beg to
move the following amendment tc section 7131 :—
That the following section be substituted for section 131 of the Bill :-—
*“131. (1) Insub-section (1) of section 201 for the words ‘during which

such market or place is so opened or kept open’ shall be substituted the words
* on which he i3 convicted of having opened or kept open such market or place.

(2) In sub-section (2) of the same section between the word © any’ and
the word ¢ market’ shall be inserted the word * such.’

The object of this amendment is to vemedy the defect which was pointed out
by the Government of India when commenting on the Bill. It was overlooked
when the Bill was revised.

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Buiss seconded the amendment.
The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

Between sections 144 and 145,

The Hon’ble Mr. J. F. Price.—With your Excellency’s permission I beg to
move the following amendment :— ‘
““ That the following section be inserted after section 144 of the Bill :—
“144-A. In wub-section (2) of section 246 for the words *each day after
such date during which such overcrowding continues’ shall be substituted the Wwords

*“ every day after such date upon which he is convicted of having permitted such
overcrowding to comtinue.’”

This section is of the same character as the amendment o the first part of

iecé@on 151 already carried. This defect was pointed out by the Government of
ndia. | ;

The Hon'ble Mr. H. W. Buiss seconded the amendment.
The amendment wag put to the Council and agreed to.

Section 153,

The Hon'ble Mr. J. F. Priog.—With your Excellency’s permission I bég to
move the following amendment— . .
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“ That the following section be substituted for section 153 of the Bill :—

B “153. In section 233 before the word ‘ medical,” wherever it ﬁ_rst occurs,
°Bhall be inserted the word ‘ certificated,” and between the word ¢ practitioner ’ and
“Othe word ¢ direct’ shall be inserted the words arrange for or.””’

The object of this amendment is to insure the certificate being given by compe-
tent medical men. As the section stands at present it may be given by any quack
hakim or vythean. :

The Hon’ble C. JamsuLiNgaM MUDALIYAR seconded the amendment.

The amendment .was put to the Council and agreed to.

Between sections 161 and 162.

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Pasturv.—With the permission of your Excel-
lency I beg to move the amendment which stands in my name.
“The following section shall be inserted in the Bill :—
¢ 161-A. After section 250, shall be inserted the following section :—
250-A. (1) The assessment books of the Municipality shall be open at
all reasonable tiimes and without charge to inspection by any tax-payer or his

authorized agent. : o R
(2) The account books of the Municipality shall be open without charge
to inspection by any tax-payer on a day or days.in each month to be fixed by the

Municipal Council.’” C
The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Briss seconded the amendment,
The amendment wag put to the Couneil and agreed to.

¥ " Section 165. )
The Hon’ble C. JamBurincam Muparivar.—With your Excellency’s permission
I move my amendment to section 165. -
“ The following shall be inserted as sub-section (1) of section 165 of the Bill :—
“(1) From sub-section (1)eof section 256 shall be omitted the words ¢ in such
manner as may in his or .their opinion be sufficient for giving information to
persons interested therein.’” | . |
The reason for this amendment is that the word °publication’ is- defined in
the General Clauses Act and it is simply reduntant to have it here.

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W, Buiss seconded the amendment.
The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

.

Between sections 178 and 179.

The Hon’ble Mn J. F. Price.—The amendment which I have to propose is of
the "same character as that wiich was already })a.ssed In regard to section 131 as
to continuing offences, and with your Excellency’s permission I move—

“That the following section be inserted after section 178 of the Bill :—
. “ 178-A. In sub-section (2) of section 273 fqr the words ¢ during whiqh he
%o continues to refuss’ shall be substituted the words * upon which he is convicted
of having continued g0 to réfuse permission.’” :
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. W, Briss seconded the amendment.
The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

* Section 192.

. The Hon’ble C. JaupurLiNGam MopaLivar.—With the permissionof the President
I move my amendment to section 192. ) '

For clause (vi) of Schedule A, Class I, substitute ¢ Practising Barristers, Advo-
cates, High Court Vakils, Solicitors, Attorneys, Pleaders and Law \gents,” and in
the 2nd proviso under note to Schedule A after the word ¢Barrister’ insert the
word ¢ Advocate.’ ; ‘

An “Advocate’ is a distinct class’ of practitioner; ¢ Barrister’ may also be an
Advocate, but he isanother kind of Advocate. The words that I propose are prac-

tically adopted in the note to the exception where also the word ¢ Advocate’ is not

found,

The Hon’ble Mr. J. F. Price seconded the amendment.

The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to. .

The Hon’ble Mr. J. F. Price.-—With your Excellency’s permission, I will move
that ¢ 1897 be substituted for ¢ 1895’ in section 1, so that the title of the Bill
may run thus :—* The Madras District Muricipalities Act Amendment Act, 1897 ”
and that each of the sections of the Bill as amended by the Council be numbered
in consecutive order by the Secretary. .

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. BLiss seconded the amendment.

The amendment was put to the Council and agreed to.

The Hon’ble Mr. J. F. Price.—In moving that the Bill as amended be passed
into law, said :— :

The consideration of amendments which have been allowed having closed, I will,
befors formally moving that the Bill be passed into law, make with your Excellenc&y’s
permission a few remarks., I regret extremely that bringing this much needed
~ Bill to its present stage has, through no fault of this Government, this Council or
myself, been so long delayed. The delay which has taken place hus, however, given
full opportunity in every quarter for criticism of the Bill and has effectually barred
any imputation that it is legislation made in a hurry. I cannot positively claim for
the Bill that it perfectly amends the existing Act. There is a saying, I believe,
that one can drive a coach and four through any Act of Parliament.and is quite
possible that those not content with anything short of perfection may be able to do
the like with this Bill. If, however, the amount of labour and care expended upon
itis to be taken as any criterion of its merits, it ought to prove of substantial
benefit to local Self-Government. 1 believe that I may safely say of it that no
Bill that has been placed before the Legislative Council of Fort St. George has
been more fully cunsidered and discussed than it, both in and out of this chamber.,
All who could express any opinion on it have had their say. I need say nothing oft'
the lengthy discussions which have taken place within these walls. Outside of them
more than one non-official member of this Council has, at considerable expense of
time and trouble to himself, rendered the most valuable help during the various
stages through which it. had passed, prior to its being finally placed before the
Council for consideration. I feel sure that my Hon’ble friend .on:the -laft .(The

’

/,
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.Hon’ble Mr. Bliss) who has had a very great deal to do with the Bill, will cordially

oncur with me in the expression of thanks which I am glad to have this opportunity
jof conveying to those gentlemen for the assistance which thay have so willingly and
-ably afforded in what was no light tagsk. I will not take up the time of the Council
by going in detail into the improvements and changes which the Bill will, if passed
into law, I believe, effect inthe existing Act. I will confine myself as much as
possible to main points. The Bill provides fully—which the existing Act does not
at all --for the formal consideration by Government of objections to the formation or
dissolution of Municipalities ; it gives the Government power to suspend, for a time,
from its functions a Municipal Council which persists in neglecting its duties; it -
defines the qualifications for he office of Municipal Councillor; and it provides for
the punishment of the giver and receiver of bribes at an election. A very important
feature of the Bill is that it allows the.appointment of a paid Secretary. This
is a measure the need of which has long been felt, and which will provide an
officer who can devote his whole time and energies to the working of the Munici-
pality, and which will, I feel sure, be hailed with universal satisfaction, and be
productive of great and lasting benefit to all those Municipalities which may avail

themselves of the alteration which has been effected in the law. This and the °

provision for the appointment of a Vice-Chairman will, in future, save Chairmen of
Municipal Councils from the worrying work of looking into details and enable them
to devote more timethan they can at present give to the general supervision of
the working of their charges. I am afraid that those portions of the Bill which
refer to increased taxation will not he. received with such gratification by the rate-
payers as those to which I have just alluded, but since the Act which it amends was
passed an enormous advance has been madein every branch of Municipal adwinis-
tration and taxation, which in 1884 was sufficient to meet the requirements of
Municipalitieg, has become now quite insufficient for these purposes. Water and
drainage Worég have been started in several Municipalities ; in some they have been
completed, in others they are in different stages of progress. The demand for
education and medical aid are for ever advancing, and sanitation in its cry for more
18 treading on the heels of these. That funds for all these cannot, as the law stands,
be provided, is a fact beyond dispute. The several tax-payers cannot, in justice, be
called upon to pay, and the only way in which to obtain what is wanted is that which
has been adopted. That water and drainage works, hospitals, schools and cleanliness
are needs which, if the well-being of the inhabitants of the towns of this Presidency
is to be held of any real value, must be supplied, is beyond argument; and I feel
assured that in time tn come the wisdom of what has now been done in the way of
enabling increased taxation, where needed, will, though it may at 1present; be
vigorously questioned, be fully admitted and appreciated. The Bill largely increases
the powers of Municipal Councils to carry out and enforce sanitary measures of
various kinds. A new and very useful power is that conferred by the section

~~~ihich has been passed to-day, another still more useful one is that given with

regard to that indispensable but often exceedingly troublesome person, -the
scavenger, and those servants of the Municipality wbhose functions intimately con-
cern the public health or safety. Finally, the Bill has, as a perusal of it will show,
attempted to remedy all such errors, defects and short-comings in the existing Act
as have been brought forward or detected. As I have said before, I do not claim
for it all that the critic could wish, but it is the result of prolonged and earnest
work on the part of all those who have had to deal with it, and I venture to think
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that it will be found on trial to have greatly improved the existing 1 I Wi
to move that the Bill to amend Act IV of 1884 be passed into la%v.’%w. now beg

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Paxryrv.—I rise to thank.the Hon’ble Member f
thanking us for the little we have been able to do, and also to say that thinif[glxl"b(l);

Member in charge of the Bill and the Hon’ble Mr. Bliss have Spent a very great

deal of time aug trouble in order to put this Bill into shape,

The Hon'ble Mr. H. W. Briss.—In rising to second the motion I wish
this opportunity of most cordially endorsing all that the Hon'blo Mr. Pricvgllslgst:a?g I;:
- to the great assistance rendexl',ed by non-official members of this Council. It was an
extremely Jaborious task that had to be done in disposing of this Bill. T have had
some experience of official work in my time and I can assure you it was very hard
work indeed. I never had a harder time of anything. -You will realise it when I
tell you that we had no less than 33 meetings of the Select Committee upon thig
one Bill. That you will readily admit is positively hard.* Throughout, certain
Hon’ble gentlemen have stuck to theiv work and rendered the greatest possible

assistance.

The Hon’ble C. VisavaraenAVACHARIAR.—Before this motion is pat to the vote
I wish to make a short statbment which will not last for more than two minutes. I
hope I shall not he accused of any ingratitude to the labours of the Hon’ble Council
if I say that I cannot concur with the Hon’ble Members who have just spoken
in demanding unqualified praise for the measure before us. The Bill ip its present
form is much more ample and much more complete in details than the Act now
in force. I wish I could say the same thing in regard to its general -principles.
We stand alone as regards the provisions relating to the election and removal of
Councillors which still continue suspicious. I use the word suspicious advisedly.
If you will look into the Municipal Acts that apply to our neighbours such ag
Bombay, the North-West Provinces and Oudh, Bengal, even Ceylon, you will find
that g definite proportion of Municipal Councillors is required by law to be elected.
The proportion is nowhere less than one-half the whole number. In Bengal only
a few districts which are put in the schedule on account of their backwar(? nature
are exempted from the operation of the Act, but the Local Government has power
to erase them from the schedule. Madras alone does. not yet acknowledge this
principle.  We have now a provision whereby Municipalities of three years’ stand-
ing are entitled to elect. But the Bill takes care not to say how many shall be®
elected. It may be so low as one, though I hope that under:your auspices, Sir, it
may not be so. Another point in the measure is about the dismissal of Muricipal
Councillors, Here again I am sorry to observe that we stand alone as regards
those provisions which relate to the removal of Councillors on the ground that
they are dangerous characters and contemptible characters, the like of which
provisions are nowhere seen in any of the Municipal Acts in Indis, except in the
PunJa.b Municipal Act which I find is an exact reproduction’ word for word of oup
section. I have n0 doubt that it has been imported from Madras. These pro-
visions owe their origin to an administration by no meang the brightest in the annals
of Southern India, and why they are allowed to remain on the Statute books is difi-
cult to see. It is partly redundant and partly mischievous —it is redundant because
we now have a clause which says that a person, who has been subjected by Criminal
Courts to any order, which, in the opinion of the Government, unfits him to be a Coun-
cillor, may be removed by Government. The superior Magistracy have power to

+
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déimand security to keep the Queen’s peace from any person who is proved on trial
to'be dangerous to the public peace. Weare not coutent with this provision, and
péwer is reserved to the- Governor in Executive Couneil to remove him on infor-
ation sent behind his back—an information which he can neither canvass nor
rebut. In other words this provision amounts to this “ You may escape courts of
aw, but you cannot escape us; you may have evidence to prove your innocence in
a regular trial, but you cannot escape Government.” I am surprised that this pro-
vision 18 retained. We have added a tail toit. The man of contemptible character
would be removed too. The result of all this will be, as the public addresses to
His Excellency in Salem and Calicut have pointed out, it would deter persons whose
assistance alone, I respectfully submit, would be useful to Local Self-Government
from coming forward. So far as the constitution is concerned, the provision rela-
ting to the dismissal of Municipal Councillors puts back Local Self-Government in
this Presidency, and we.are practically where we were 20 years ago; but this special
rovision about dangerous characters makes Madras Law a unique law, - It is
admitted that the measure would not be well received by the people. As to pro-
visions about taxation the Hon’ble Mr. Subba Rao was quite right when he said
that we should ateept the compromise offered by Government, We accepted it on
the principle that half a loaf is better than no loaf.” The Bill,I am sorry to say, is
not likely to give complete satisfaction upon its principle features. To those who
watch Local Self-Government, see how that principle is developed, how far this Bill
satisfies the demands of the educated public, how far it has taken into consideration
the feelings of the better products of the University, who alone can appreciably con-
tribute to the success of Local Self-Government, this Bill would be a sad disappoint-
ment. If Inow vote with the Hon’ble Counsil, it is not because I join in the chorus
of praise claimed but because two years’ labours have done something to introduce
improvements upon details. With these observations I will support the motion

"before the Council. ° .
The motion was put to the Council and carried.

His Excellency the Presipesr then dissolved the meeting of the Council. |

-+ (Byorder) S
-  @. S. FORBES,
Secretary to the Council,
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of a Meeting of the Counctl of the Governor of Fort St. George
assembled for the purpose of makigg Laws and Regulations under the
provistons of the Acts of Parliament, 24 and 25 Victoria, Cap. 67,
and 55 and 56 Victoria, Cap. 14.

The Council met at the Council Chamber in Fort St. Geo;'ge at 11-30 a.M. on
,é‘riday the 9th day of April 1897.

PRESENT:

His Excellency the GoverNor oF MADRAS, 6.C.M.G.) G.C.L.E, Presiding.
The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. BLiss, C.LE. :
The Hon’ble Mr. J. GRoSE, C.L.E.
The Hon’ble V. BHasHYAM AIYANGAR, C.LE., Diwan Bahadur (Acting Advo-
cate-General).
The Hon’ble P. Rancayya Nayupu.
The Hon'ble K. KALYANASUNDARAM AIYAR, B.A., B.L.
"The Hon'ble N. Sussa Rao PANTULU, B.A., B.L.
The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR, B.A.
The Hon’ble C. JAMBULINGAM MUDALIYAR, B.A., M.L., Rao Bahadur.
The Hon’ble Mr. C. 8. CRoLE.
 The Hon'ble MUHAMMAD SHARIF Khan Bahadur.
The Hon'ble Colonel I). McNEit CampBELL, R.E.
The Hon’ble Mr. H. P. HobesoN. «
The Hon’ble Mr. J. STURROCK.
The Hon’ble the Raja or BopBILI, K.C.I.E.
The Hon’ble Mr. D. Duxcax, D.Sc., LL.0.
The Hon’ble Mr. G. STOKES.
The Hon’ble P. Rasararva Muparivag, Diwan Bahadur.
The Hon’ble Mr. J. F. Pricg, c.s.L.
The Hon’ble Mr. G. G. ARBUTHNOT.

NEW MEMBERS.

The Secretary reported that the Hon’ble Mr. George Gough Arbuthnot took his
seat as Additional Member of Council. .

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

The Hon’ble Mr. Biiss in explaining the annval financial statement for
1897-98 said : Your Lxcellency, I propose on this occasion to follow the usual
. ogurse of dealing with the accounts of the year 1895-96, before proceeding to the

} n!gised_ estimate of the year which has just closed and the budget estimate of the year
,;.‘_ioﬂhas just opened. The res Its of the year 1595-96, the accounts of which are
7w for the first time-placed be??re the Council, were on the whole favourable. We
Pbgan the year with a larger balance than we anticipated, as will be gathered from
Jhat passed at the budget meeting of the Council last year. 'We budgeted for a total
receipt of 322 lakhs. The actual receipts were 10} lakhs higher; to be accurate they
were 10-51 lakhs more than we anticipated. Then as to expenditure, we proposed
in 1895-96 an expepditure of 334-35 lakhs, but We actually spent 328-18 lakhs
‘or B:17 ‘lakhs less than we anticipated. The net result of the increase in our
opening  balance, of .fhe increase - in the receipts, and of the decrease in the
. - . ~ .
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charges, is that ohr closing balance was 20-28 lakhs more than we anticipated whe
we framed the budget for that year. I have given in the financial statement, whi
has already been circulated, full details®f all variations and differences in the rece’
and charges which have brought ahout this result, and it will not be necessary
me to do more now than give the briefest account of those heads in which the pr
cipal variations occuired. '

As regards receipts, the main heads in which variations occurred were the
following: Under Land Revenue our receipts were Rs. 88,000 less than we
anticipated. Considering the magnitude of the sum dealt with I think jt will
be admitted that our budget figures were not seriously inaccurate. Under Stamps
our receipts were 1:25 lakhs more than we anticipated. Of. the stamp revenue,
three-fourths belong to the Provincial Government and one-fourth to the Impe-
rial Government ; and the total increase under the head of Stamps was about 160
lakhs. This head hus been continually increasing for several years past; for what
reason it is difficult to say. The ouly one I have been able to discover is the pros-
perity of the country and the gradual increase therefore in the number and magnitude
of commercial transactions. Under the head of Excise there was again the usual
increase. On this occasion it amounted to 171 lakhs ; under this head one-fourth is
the provincial share of the revenue ; the total increase in receipts was therefore about
6-84 lakhs. The next head under which there was an important increase is Forest,
namely 1-20 lakhs. This, as Hon’ble Members are aware, is a gradually expanding
department. Under Jails there was an increase of 112 lakhs due to the larger amount
of sales effected of jail manufactures. Thisis a matter for pure congratulation.
Under Marine, there was an increase of L-11 lakhs, due to the account transactions
stated in the memorandum. There is no other variation of any importance under
receipts. But of course if Hon’ble Members desire further information, 1 shall
be glad to afford it. Under the head of Churges, there was a decreass in Salt, of
‘74 lakhs —due, I am afraid, to inaccurate budgeting. Under Forest, there was a
decrease of ‘62 lakhs, due to the delay in the saunction, long anticipated and now
received, for the improved establishments. Under General Administration, there was an
increase of 562 lakhs due to various causes which ure stated in the memorandum

at page 7, the most important of which was the deputation of officers on special duty. -

Under Jails we have a decrease in expenditure owing to the cheapness of provisions.
Under Police there was a decrease (*75 lakhs) again due to the scheme for Railway
Police not having been fully worked out. Under kducation there was a decrease (-60
lakhs) mostly duc to the fact that the allotments made for grants-in-aid and for the erec-
tion of hostels were not utilised. Under Stationery there was a largo increase, This is
an evergrowing head of expenditure which is lurgely due to the improved appliances
which are constuntly being supplied. Under Irrigation, there was a large decrease; and
under Civil Works also there was a decrease, due mostly to the inability of the establish-
ments to expend the large grants placed at their disposal. Also under the head of Civil
Works the decrease is due to grants that were set aside in aid of the Municipalities not
having been entirely drawn. Taken altogether howeVer the results of the year seem to
me to be entirely favourable. ‘ ‘

Then we come to the revised estimate for the year which has just expired.
Now [ have, I am sorry to say, a totally different tale to tell. . This'is the fourth
time I have had the honour of laying the provincial budget before the Council,
and up to the present I am bound to say I have been fortuunate in having a tale
of prosperity to unfold. On this occasion, 1 am sorry to say, I havenothing of the

iind. The downwurd course has already set in, which secms likely to continue

Pr
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- hroughout the current year. - T hope however favourabls seasons will arrest its course
:Sd that in time we shall get an improvement. According to the budget for the year

ich has just expired, the year 1896-97, we should have had an opening talance of
V188 lakhs; the actual was 43-0l. We estimated to receive a total sum of 32767
«<hs ; but according to our revised estimate our receipts will not exceed 32141 lakhs,
Jnat is to say, there will be a decrease of 6 26 lakhs.  Under the head of Charges, we
nticipated an expenditure of 34293 lakhs. We now expect to spend 33857 lakhs

:r'or 4:36 lukhs less than we anticipated. The result of these changes is that the closing

balance instead of being 26-62 lakhs will be 2585 lakhs or *77 lakhs less than we had
hoped. An examination of the table that is given on page 11 of the memorandum
circulated will show the heads under which the principal fluctwations of revenue and

‘expenditure occur. The most important falling off on the side of receipts is under the

head of Land Revenue. There is a decrease of 10-40 lakhs ; that is due, as Hon’ble
Members will understand, to the state of the season, which has necessitated the grant
of considerable remissions and the postponement of collections in cases in which
remissions have not been given. That is the principal head under which our receipts
have fallen. There is no other falling off of any magnitude. Under the head Law and
Justice—Courts of Law—there is a decrease of ‘80 lakhs due to receipts from magisterial
fines having fallen off. Why this should be so, I have not the slightest idea, and
cannot therefore afford you any information. On the other hand there seems to be a
large increase under the head of Adjustments, which is more apparent than real, the
principal saving having been on the amount allotted towards the detention hospital
which was not drawn in the last official year, but which will have to be drawn in this
official year. We have, however, an improvement under the head of Excise, which, I
hope, will in future show an even larger improvement than is shewn in our revised
estimate. The fact is, the results of the-conversion in certain districts of the old
farming system of collecting the toddy revenue to the tree-tax system have not been
80 favourable as on former occasions. I do not mean by this tuat we are to suppose
that it will ultimately be found that the new system will not be profitable. The only
reason why there has not been an immediate respunse in the shape of additional
revenue from this change of system is, that the taluks that we have had to deal with
are not as favourably situated with regard to that system as those that we took up in
former years. When we first introduced that system our object was to begin with
the taluks in which we had ‘the greatest prospect of success. Now, in order to bring.
the whole Presidency under this system we have had to introduce it into taluks which
are not so favourably situated. For instance. we began'with the taluks in the Tanjore
district, in which the consumption of toddy is large. Therefore it is not a matter for
surprise that success was at once achieved. In this last year we have had, on the
other hand, to take up the districts of Cuddapah and Karnool, and it is obvious from
the position of these districts on the fromtiers df foreign territory that they are by
%o means so favourably situated as the Tanjore] taluks which we took up at an earlior
date: . It is not only that the taJuks recently taken up- are not favourably situated,
but alse . that they are not so well supplied with toddy trees ; and that under any
circumstances they cannot yield ‘such a large revenue. The lutest figures that have
reached me go, .to show, however, -that, although not eminently snecessful, the new
system has been fairly successful in the tracts to which it was last extended. I have

" no doubt that, if the season should turn out propitious, when I come to- address the
- Council this time next year, I.shall be able to report that the tree-tax system has
- been a success not only in the original taluks but also in those more recently tiken up,

Under.the head of Assessed taxes, there is the usual increase of -55lakhs. - This' increase
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goes on, year by year, due partly to improved administration and partly to the increasinae
wealth of the country. Under the head of Forest, there is a large increase (1-63 lakhii
due mostly, I think, to better administration. Jails yield us an increase (-58 lakhe’
this is due to the extension of jail manufactures, There is hardly any other item
the receipt side of the revised budget worthy the attention of the Council. On tn
expenditure side, the most prominent item 1s that of famine relief, under which we
have an increase of 3:25 lakhs. I may as well, as | have to mention the subject of ¢
famine relief, at the same time say a few words with regard to its appearance in the
budget for the current year. 'The total provision made in the revised estimate for
last year is 3:25; in the budget estimate for the current year itis 13-11 lakhs.
This is in addition to a certain sum which the Government of India proposes to debit .
to local bodies. I think, if I remember right, the amount to be debited to the local
bodies in the two years is 575 lakhs. Ieconfess I do not-see where the money is to
come from. The districts which are distressed are the districts the local funds of
which are, if not absolutely bankrupt, at all events in a very bad way indeed, and it
is obvious, under the law which prevails in this Presidency, that the funds of districts
which are not distressed cannot be taken to make up the deficiencics in the funds of
the districts which are distressed. However that may be, the position, | am sorry to
say, does not seem to me quite so favourable, as the figures in the financial statement
would seem to show. As stated in the revised estimate, the expenditure, for the year
1896-97, of 3-25 lakhs will cover the expenditure both on public works and in the
civil departments. But T am sorry to say that a paper came before me a couple of days
ago from which I find that the Public Works estimated expenditure up to 31st March
amounts to no less than 3-30 lakhs, that is, to an amount larger than the whole
amount budgeted for for both the civil departments and for public works. How things
will turn out it is impossible to say until we get the accounts for March, But if the
estimates which have been made by the Public Works ofticers should be realized, it is
evident that the allotment of 8-25 lakhs for the whole expenditure will not cover it.
Then, again, as to next year the allotment is 18-11 lakhs, out of which it was antici-
pated, when we sent the figures up to the Government of India, that eight lakhs
would suffice for public works. The same paper, however, to which I have referred,
shows that the Public Works anticipations are that they will require 1243 lakhs for
operations in the year mow current; that is to say, that their operations will cost
nearly 41 lakhs more than we anticipated. We cannot tell now exactly how things will
turn out, but it is obvious that if these figures should be worked up to, as I hope they
will not be, the result must be that our financial state will be worse than it now appears
to be. Perhaps, before I pass on to another subject, I may be allowed to say a few
words more with regard to famine expenditure. 'We have not found ourselves able
to make an accurate forecast of what the amount on the whole will be. We have
done the best we can to work out the probable expeunditure for the next few months,
but it must be evident to every Hon’ble Member present that the whole of our calcula-
tions may be entirely upset if unfortunately the next south-west monsoon should not
come at the expected time. 'If that should happen, our financial position must
necessarily be very much worse than at present we anticipate.

The only other head of expenditure which seems to require notice now is that of
the Police. The anticipated increase in the revised estimate of -98 lakhs over the
provision made in the budget is due to the variety of causes set out in the memoran-
dum, none of which by themsclves are of any great importance, but the aggregate
of which comes to nearly a lakh of rupees. On the other handsin several depart-
ments, we anticipate a considerable saving during the year which has just passed.
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L‘nder the head of Education there is a.smaller expenditure by ‘92 lakhs than
s provided for. This, howaver, is not a saviug, but merely to a large extent the
P nsfer of expenditure from the year that has expired tothe year that has opened,

-+ much as certain grants to hostels were not made, but still remain to be made.

der the head of Courts of Law, there is a considerable saving of 1:13 lakhs; that

" ully explained in the statement on page 13. Another material saving will be found
ader the head of Civil Works of 3:70 lakhs, the principal cause of which is that, in
~view of the presence of famine in certain districts, the Public Works Department has

"been instructed to restrict its operations as far as possible in those districts where the
~ decrease of work will not prejudicially affect the nceds of the population. On the

whole, so far as things have gone, I think we may say we have got out of the
year 1896-97 in rather a more favourable position than we might have anticipated.

Now we turn to the current year 1897-98. It is, as Hon’ble Members are aware,
the first year of a new provincial contract. I have already in this Council explained
that the word ¢ contract’ is entirely a misnomer as applied to the provincial financial
relations. The word ¢contract’ implies two parties, each of whom is competent and
at liberty to agree or not to agree to what is proposed to be done. I much regret to
say in the prescnt instance that is not the state cf affairs. There are two parties,
one superior, the other inferior, and the inferior unfortunately in this case is the Pro-
vincial Government, which has to take what it can get from its superior, the Govern-
ment of India. I regret-that I am unable to enlighten the Council, as I should wish
to do, on the subject of the provincial contract. The fact of the matter is that the
Government of India sent us down certain figures which they proposed should be the
basis of the tinancial position for the fivo years which have now begun. We took
exception to certain proposals made in these figures and represented those objections
strongly to the Government of India. The Government of India’s reply to the
objections was received only at the same time as the budget, and I am sorry to say
I have been unable, from want of time, to undertake to examine completely that reply.
So far as I can see, however, that reply of the Government of India demands an answer
and it will most certainly get it. For the present, all that I can say is that the ques-
tion of the contract for the next five years, which are now beginning, is more or less in
the air. If you look at the most important head of all, Land Revenue, on page 17 of the
financial statement, you will see that the total estimate of land revenue is put down
at 554'70 lakhs. You will also see in the line below that the provincial share is one-
fourth or 150-92 lakhs. An elementary knowledge of arithmetic will show that one-
fourth of 56470 is not 150-92; one-fourth of 56564:70is 138:67. 8o that it is apparent
that 150-92 is the allotment the Government of India has given us to square accounts
for the current year, and that the question of the contract amount has been still left
open. We may perhaps assume from these figures that the contract allowance is
likely to be one-fourth of 55470, that is 138-67, which is 12:25 lakhs less than the

.150-92, which is the sum allowed us this year and may further take it that it is the inten-

tion of the Government of India to allow us an allotment of 124 lakhs. Whether this
is the intention ot not we cannot say. It must be the subject of further correspond-
ence. Another matter which must be the subjeet of correspondence is the assumption
by the Government of India that the standard ot the ordinary revenue can be safely
placed at 653:56 lakhs. It Hon’ble Members will look back at the figures, they will
tind that in the past. years the ordinary revenue has been 504-00, 527-00, 534-00,
631-00 lakhs; thatis, in the last two years the ordinary revenue was something
over 530:00 lakhs. In the budget estimate for the year just closed, it is 536:000

lakhs, I think we may therefore say that the standard of ordinary revenue is 532,
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533 or 534 lakbs. T would not pretend to say what it exactly ought to be.
think it is probable that we shall find it necessary to take serious exception to thnae
enormous leap which it is proposed to take from 531-00 lakhs in 1895-96 or 0341
in 1894-95 to the 553:56 lakhs, which the Government of India appear to inte, ¢’
to take as the standard figure for the new contract. That, however, is a matter ,
turther correspondenee. I only regret I cannot give Hon’ble Members further informy,.,
tion on the snbject. Now, in comparing the budget statement of 1897-98 with tLy,
revised estimate for 189697 we find the following differences. The opening balancee

according to the budget is 25-85 lakhs, the opening balance of the last year was ¢

43:01 lakhs giving a difference of 17-16 lakhs; under the head of Receipts last year
the revised estimate gave us 321-41 lakhs, in the current year we expect 316-84 lakhs.
Under Charges in the revised estimate, we shall have spent 338567 lakhs; in the
current year we expect to spend nearly 6 lakhs less. ‘The total result of thess changes
is that, whereas the closing balance of last year was nearly 26 lakhs, for the current
year, all that we can anticipate is that we shall have a closing balance of 10 lakhs,
which, as T have pointed out, is only half of what is known as the minimum balance,
that is to say, the minimum balance which under ordinary circumstances we are
allowed to budget for. When we come to details which lead up to the general figures,
we find the following differences shown on page 15. In Land Revenue we expect an
increase. That, I think, is only reasonable, because the amount of collections postponed
from last year, it the season turns out favourable, should be collected this year. We
expect a further increase under Excise and an increase under Forest, which will, no
doubt, be materially assisted by the recent sanction to improve theforest establishments.
The other increases are comparatively small and hardly worth discussing. Under
Expenditure a decrease is expected under Land Revenue, the principal reason for which
is that our proposals for the improvement of the taluk establishments have not yet been
sanctioned ; and a saving will be effected in the Survey department, the work of which
has very nearly come to an end and the establishment of which is being reduced. In
Salt and Excise, there is also a decrease in expenditure due partly to the estimated
decrease in the expenditure on establishments owing to the full strength not being
entertained, and partly to the fact that accounts in the future are to be keptina
different way. Under the system hitherto in force, the expenditure on what is called
¢ salt purchase and freight’ was passed into the accounts and divided like all other
expenditure. In the future, inasmuch ‘salt purchase and freight,” relates to an actually
manufactured article, the whole of the duty on which is‘taken by the Government of
India, this heading of ¢salt purchase and freight ’ will become Imperial. These two
causes have led to a decrease. As a matter of fact, in the actual expenditure
on the dePartment of Salt and Excise .thero wi!l be ratbgr an increasq than otb_er-
wise. Then we have, of course, the 1nerease 11 oxpenditure ou famine, of which
I bhave already spoken. The statement on page 15. shows two very serious do_ec.reases
in expenditure, which I am sure everybody will regret, that 1s, the anticipated
decrease 1n expenditure under Irrigation, minor works and navigation, of 9-70
lakhs, and the decrease under civil works of 12:55 lakhs. These decreases are
decreases which seem to me very greatly to be deplored. All I can say is that we are
compcued to make them for want of money. These are the most important matters
that are dealt within the budget estimates. F ull details of the decrease of expendi-
tare under Irrigation, minor works and navigation, and under Civil Works will be
found on pages 33 and 84. A reference to these will show that, whereas in the year
just expired we provided 4315 lakhs for expenditure on Irrigation, minor works and

nangaﬁon, in the year now opened we can Provide only 33:45, that is to say, in this
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ist useful class of public works, there is a large decrease of over ten lakhs, and our rate
yxpenditure will fall to something below what it has been for years past. Under
Works what we regret more than anything else is that the Government will be
“tale to continue its policy of assisting municipalities in regard to drainage and
pr-supply schemes. On a former occasion I told this Council that it would be my
t to provide from 4 to 43 lakhs a year for this purpose. In the current year,
ta only able to provide three lakhs., What it willbe possible to do next year no
ie can at present say. Then in regard to ordinary public works which are to be
sarried out, I would invite the attention of the Council to the head shown as ¢ original

. works in charge of public works officers ’ on page 34. They will see, if they read from

left to right, that the expenditure is as follows: 12-46, 11-85, 12-47, 15-25, 1878,
13-86, respectively, for the years from 1892-93 to 1896-97, while the budget-for
1897-98 is only 6-96 lakhs. In the revised estimate it is nearly fourteen lakhs, for
the current year it is under seven lakhs. AIlT can say is that 1t is entirely beyond
the power of Government to prevent this reduction of expenditure, which it regrets
more than anybody else. I think, Sir, it is hardly necessary to detain the Council
any longer. I have given, as far as I have been able, full information in this printed
statement of forty pages which has for some days past been in the possession of
Hon’ble Members. All I can say is that if there is anything else on which they may
wish for information which it is in my power to give, I shall be delighted to do so.
But for the present, I will conclude by saying that the Members of Government are
certainly good men, and that as it is quite certain that they are struggling with adver-
sity, I hope that, under these circumstances, the Council will apply to them the
remainder of the passage in which these phrases occur.

The Hon’ble Mr. Arpuranor.—Your Excellency, with your permission I
shall say a few words with reference to the provincial contract. How entirely the
whole budget hinges on the question of the provincial contract has been clearly shown
by what has fallen from the Hon’ble Mr. Bliss. The disaster which seems impending
on us is shown in the enormous reductions which are made in the expenditure on

- Public Works—works of the greatest importance and most necessary for the welfare

of the country. In the memorandum accompanying the financial statement, the
paragraph dealing with the provincial contract for 1897-1902 is, to put it mildly,
semewhat obscure, because, I suppose, it was felt that this is one of those subjects
on which the less light that is thrown the better. When it is stated that for the
purpose of the estimates ¢arbitrary’ amounts have been assumed under certain
heads, I suppose that for ‘arbitrary’ we may read ¢imaginary, and the discus-
sion of imaginary figures if of academic interest would hardly serve any practical
purpose. TPe gist of the paragraph however appears to be that the whole question
1 shll sub sudice. Unfortunately like ‘ Alice in Wonderland, the Judge and the
Jury are all one and I greatly fear that the death sentence is a foregone conclusion.
I arp well aware that if what I have to say is true, it is certainly not new. Never.
theless, I must agk your indulgence for a few moments. We all of us remember the
Roman Senator and ¢ Carthago delenda est.) Well, the provineial contract 1s my
Carthage, and as representing the mercantile community of Madras I conceive it to be
my duty in season and out of season ‘ to protest g.gainst the _way in which Madras is
being bled en blane, in the hope that as the continual dropping wears away the stone,
80 the persistence of our exceeding bitter cry, an official cry I hope, as well as non-

official, may at last soften the heart even of the Supreme Government, or that, 88 -
with the widow and the unjust Judge, for very weariness some relief may be given to

us. We all know that the original idea of these provincial contracts was to encourage
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thrift and economy and good management in the Local Governments, and when it w
suggested by Sir David Barbour that some fair share of what may be termed unear),
increments might fairly be claimed by the Supreme Government for Im peri:‘a,l purpg;

it was certainly not contemplated that it should annex the whole. I shall vexé:‘
to put before you a case in private life. What would be thought of a father
should say to his son, ¢ You are now old enough to manage your own affairs, and I .

to encourage in you a spirit of care and economy in dealing with money, so in fut,
instead of paying your expenses, I will give you an allowance of £300 a year.
Then, at the end of the year, if the youth came to his father and said : “ I hav¢
lived carefully and economically as you wished, and out of the £310 a year you have
given me I have saved £50”; and if the father said, ¢ Well done my b'by I will
take that £50 and then we will see what you will save next year out of only £250,”
I don’t think that the youth would save much the second year, and if he got into debt
for £50, and the father bad to pay, I think the verdict ol the world would be that it
served the father right.

The Hon’ble Mr. CroLE.—Your Excellency, I rise to a point of order. T beg to
draw your Excellency’s attention to No. 5 of the rules passed by the Imperial
Government regulating the debate on the financial statement. Rule 5 says :—¢ The
discussion will be limited to those branches of revenue and expenditure which are
under the control of the Local Government and it will not be permissible to enter upon a
criticism of imperial finance.” The Hon’ble Mr. Arbuthnot has done mnothing but
criticise the distribution of funds, which is under the control of the Imperial
Government,

His Excellency the Presipext.— I consider the Hon’ble Member to be quite in
order. His criticisms are merely in general terms. Rule 5 to which attention bas
been called refers to ciiticisms on the détails of imperial finance. ‘

The Hon’ble Mr. ArBurENoTr.—What I have thercfore to say to the Madras
Government is “ Don’t nail his ears tq the pump.” 1T hope that on no account will
you follow such an improper example as that I have ventured to picture to you.

The Hon’ble P. Ranaavya Nayupu.—Your Excellency, in the last year’s budget
there were 6 lakhs of rupees set apart for the improvement of the Cooum river, but
this year I see nothing at all. At least if a small sum, instead of 6 lakhs, be set
apart, 1 think the improvement of the Cooum can be commenced. Already the smell
from the Cooum is bad, and in the course of the next month or two it will become
most abominable. So long as the Cooum is an open sewer in the midst of the town, I
do not think any improvements that may be attempted by the Municipality will be of
much use. I therefore hope that Government will be pleased to set apart a portior, if
not the whole, of the 6 lakhs, and see that steps taken for the improvement of the
Cooum are simultaneous with the improvements that are to be made by the Munici-
pality. Under the head of Forests, as there is a large increase, I would ask the Gov-
ernment to reduce the price of leaves, timber, &c., required for agricultural purposes
by the ryots. .

The Hon'ble N. Sussa Rao Panturv.—Your Excellency, the Hon’ble Member
in charge of the financial statement last year, I believe, at the closing of the debate
in reply to the remarks of the Hon’ble Members of this Council, said that the budge{:
was finally settled by the Government of India and that therefore there was practicall
no use of attacking the budget. 7

The Hon’ble Mr. Briss.—Quite so.

.
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" The Hon'ble N. Sussa Rao Panturu.—Therefore practically the discussion
tited or this budget partakes more or less of an academic nature, and however
T8, oless our remarks may appear so far as the present budget is concerned, we hope

- Pt remarks bearing on the policy of the Government with regard to the various
0, rtments under its control will be taken into consideration in the framing of the
Riget for the ensuing year. I am glad to note that year after year provision has
8en made for the improvement of the position of taluk gumastahs but I regret to

;observe that year after year for the last two years the provision has been struck out by

.'the Government of India. = It is rather a matter of regret, especially in times of famine

like this, that the little allowance that this Government has proposed for the improve-
ment of the position of taluk gumastahs should be expunged. I say it is a matter
of regret especially as we see that a sum of nearly 20 lakhs of rupees has been spent in
"the shape of compensation allowance since 1893-94 and a sum of about 4 lakhs is
proposed to be spent-in thé coming year. It is absolutely necessary that the position
of taluk gumastahs should be improved, and I hope that this Government will press
upon the GoverMinent of India this necessity. I have not been able to fird any
provision for. what is known as ¢ famine allowances” for clerks and menial servants
of Government in the affected tracts of the Presidency. I do not know if the Govern-
ment has passed any proceedings granting such allowances. I think it is a provision
which is absolutely necessary, and I hope thatthe Government will be pleased to

_extend this act of mercy to these low paid officers in the affected tracts in the Presi-

‘dency. Till the Hon’ble Mr. Bliss gave an explanation of the figure under the head
of Land Revenue in page 17 of the statement, namely, 553-56 lakhs, 1 was rather
puzzled as to how this figure was arrived-at and fixed for the purpose of the budget

- gstimate for the coming year. As hag been remarked, thereis a big jump from the

budget estimate of 1896-97 to the budget estimate of 1897-98. As Hon’ble
Members will see from the Proceedings “of the Board of Revenue appended to the
financial statement, it is stated on page 7, paragraph 12, of these proceedings, *‘ The
. present standard revenue comes to 534 lakhs, after allowing for a remission of
Rs. 65,000 in the shape of irrecoverable ~rrears.” These 534 lakhs include the

increases, noted in the margin namely, increase due to the* levy of enhanced water-
“rate in Géd4vari and Kistna,,6-00 lakhs; introduction of re-settlement in Gédévari,
{475 lakh ; anticipated extension of irrigation in’ Géd4vari, Kistna and Madura, 380
‘lakhs ; and settlement ‘increment in Tanjore; Trichinopoly and Vizagapatam, 1497
“ldkhs ;- making ‘a totil of 1262 "lakhs. Therefore in the face of these tigures that
“the budgét ' estimate for the next year should be put at 553 lakhs appeared to me
- rather surprising. * I find from the. explanation given by the Hon’ble Mr. Bliss, that
 this figure has been fixed by the Government of India ; but I cannot eonceive on what
* data they have been uble to fix such a high figure as this: It therefore becomes
uyery important to examine the policy connected with this largest item of receipts
-fhder the control of this Government. I submitted a fewTemarks in this connection
*Bt'the last budget meeting of the Council, and I was under the impression at the time
“$hds'thio ‘Shange of policy enunciated in July 1895 was due to directions from' the
- Becretary of State ; and from the answers given by Government to a number of ques-
AionsiBubniitted by me on the point; T was led to believe  that this Government was
~movéd in’the matter by the directions of the Secretary of State, and therefore I feelit
; my-duby to-sitpplement with a few remarks what 1 said at the last meeting of: this
i;ffgbuhoihf;-S;me"‘tké’f'pdbﬁshéduextraets of the Secretary of Btate’s: despatch -of 1885
“¥ . must say I can find no authority whatever for the position assumed by this-Govern-
“ment in 1895, of completcly altering the whole. polley. regulating the:revision of
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assessment in this Presidency, the policy embodied in published documents and minute
issued by Government. I submit there is no authority whatever for the charvhe
enunciated in July 1895 ; and that is the reason why 1 asked the Government whe'whi
the Secretary of State did disapprove of the policy of this Government embodied:e’
the Settlement Manual and Standing Orders of the Doard of Revenue, or whethery
did suggest that the policy should be changed. If there is one subject on which tyr
Government should be frank and take the people into its confidence, I submit it

this subject of land revenue, which affects the whole population of this Presidency.h
1 regret to say that the Government has been very reticent in the matter. It has -

declined to give any information on the subject ; and therefore I feel it my duty to
state before this Council that, as far as I can gather from the published extracts of

the Secretary of State’s despatch, there is no authority whatever for the position =

assumed by this Government. 1 sayit is entirely due to, and the whole responsi-
bility rests upon, this Government for the change of poiicy enunciated, for setting
-aside the declarations made by this Government and the pledges given from time
to time by this Government. 1 submit it is a matter which reqitires investigation

and careful consideration on the part of Government. It isa very important subject -
and has created any amount of uneasiness on the part of the public. As far as I have -

been able to gather from the papers placed at the disposal of the prees, the question
arose in connection with the settlement of Tanjore. It must be remembered that
the settlement of Tanjore was the first settlement under the new rules of survey and
settlement introduced into this Presidency in 1856. In that connection the Govern-
ment of India sent a copy of the Secretary of State’s despatch of 1885 and drew the
attention of the Government to this despatch, but there was no suggestion on the part

of the Secretary of State in his despateh, or I should think on the part of the Govern-
ment of India, that its previous declarations and pledges should be set aside and all -
the districts which had been settled under the previous rules should again he-

subjected to a further reclassification of soils. ‘I touch upon this subject for the
present, with the hope and trust that your Excellency’s Government will reconsider

" the whole subject and see whether there is anything in the Secretary of State’s despatch
which disapproves of the* policy pursued by this Government. I submit thut so far .
as one can gather from that despatch, the Secretary of State pointed out that it hasi: -
been found that the previous declarations and previous pledges given by former
Governments stood in the way of the settlement operations, and that therefore the '
Government should be careful in future not to give further pledges—not that the -
Madras Government should cancel or set aside its previous declarations and pledges. -
Further I submit that the Secretary of State hasapproved in theory the policy pursued - -

by this Government, namely, that the revisions in ryotwari districts should ba rega--
lated solely by increase in prices. The. question which was before the Secretary. of
State was one intimately connected with the North-West Provinces, where there
is not the ryetwari system- prevailing in Madras. The Secretary of State’s despatch

does not in any way disapprove of the policy of this Government.. I bave touched .
upon this subject with the earnest hope that your Excellency in Council will be,

- ‘pasture lands must be exercised with due regard.to.the, sphisfaction of I

h)
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- complaint ; but what I would submit to your Excellency is not the gsneral complais
raised against the department, but the real hardship that is felt in some parts of th
Presidency, the hardship that is occasioned by the reserve lines being drawn too clos

~to villages and too little space being allowed to villagers for their cattle. In som
‘parts of the Presidency, in the Kistna district in some villages, there.is hardly standin
ground allowed for cattle. That is a serious complaint, if it is true, and I have hear

- the complaint in more districts than one, that the boundary lines of the Forest depar

ment are drawn too near the village and therefore much annoyance and . hardship i
caused to villagers. I submit therefore that this question might be investigated b;
Government and definite rules framgd as to the-distance from the village at whic:
reserve lines should be drawn.. It may be a matter of congratulation to Governmen
that the Forest department should be an expanding department and that it shoul
give a yearly increasing surplus to the Government. =But if I understand correct]y
the policy in creating this -dcpartment, it was never intended to be a source of profi
to Government, especially in the matter of grazing fees. . But we now find the grazing
fees are yearly increasing and.add to the surplus revenue of Government, As Ian
on: this subject; I should like to draw your Excellency’s attention to a few remarks that
I have heen able to gather from the administration reports of the Forest department,
In the administration report for 188687 the following passage occurs :—* 8o far as
is poseible a reasonable amount of pasture land will always be left for the free grazing
of cattle actually employed fgr agricultural or domestic purposes; but the Govern-
ment do not consider that the State is under any obligation to provide free pasturing
for surplus animals.” . This is stated: to be the ultimate:aim of the, policy of Govern-
ment. I should like. to know whether esttle used for agricultural or domestio
purposes are now allowed free grazing in.the forests of Government. . In the adminis-
tration report for 188788 it is stated *“ When the area of unreserved land available
for, pasture is comparatively limited, free grazing must be provided for the cattle
re§Mired for agricultural or domestic purposes. All reasonable discontent on the part
of-the ryots must be prevented.” In the administration report for 1889-90 we find
¢ The object is not to increase the revenue but to restrict the number of cattle feeding
in the reserve,” . In the udministration report for 1893-94, it is mentioned, ¢ Grazing
should not 'be-locked. upon. primarily as & source.of .revenue and the control of ,d:,ll,
, O 0% B
I sibmit: that; so.far.a8 the intention of .the polipy, of, Government is oongerned in.
regard:to the Forest departmet, it is all humane; genorous and sympathetio ; but the’
way-in-whioh.the:intentions of Government. are carried out:in_practice by the Forest
‘department i¢ mot: to, the interest of the ryots, and hence all these. coniplaints, I
would only request that the intentions of Government, as embodied . in, forest resolu--
‘tionabe carried outand that & limit be placed within which the forest boundary should
‘nabencroaeh. et T S O T P x ‘,=.u‘w.’§,-~.‘:«" : - ‘ .
i Mheteis also another compluint that I wish to touch upaw.:. I have been dealing.
i‘fé&’lwi, ﬁg‘the' complaints from thé hills. .. But.thete is. & eomplaint of the plains—I:

; I sbwmulaintin rarard to incox gL GHBM lenoy is. } i
pleased to reconsider the whole question and see that the previous declaratious and,. - m&mﬁm - %ﬁ'&p rfﬁi;:g??:ﬁd gmmmm}:éﬁgiiggmﬁfa tom tﬁ
pledges of Government-are adhered to and restored. - 7 T I hpgergxpe ence gained - year %y - year in. working -the Act,” . I :hép;e that the
There is another subject that I should like to touch upon, that is the subjeots . Govetstent withidts larger experience gained: in working the Aot, has also_geined”
of forests. Your Excellency has already been acquainted during your Excelleney’s. ‘pxperienios:in minimiting the. friotion. sitending .the: working of .this Act. T
tour through this Presidency with grievances much felt by the people, - 'No :doubt cothplaint'is notowith tegard: o those who ate assessed inder thaxhghenh% nd. .
where privileges of the people are encroached upon for thei: benefit dnd for: the - 0 pad b largivtax ;- the complaint is more with regard to those that pay what.
interests of the country by a department specially organised, there will’be some ';éd,e?thiiitenaimpe‘e&@&é?hd the way in..which lthe'appeah';m and the
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assessments are gnade, and also in regard to various mivor matters with reference
to which no practical rule can be laid down but which must be left largely to the
discretion of the assessing officers. A suggestion has been made—and it is one which
I feel it my duty to bring to your Excellency’s notice—that in the matter of these
assessments, in the matter of hearing these appeals, the assessing officer should be
associated with two or more respectable non-official gentlemen of the place. That will
-go to some extent to minimise the hardship, and to remove to some extent the dis-
content that is felt in connection with this Act. If that suggestion meets with the
approval of your Excellency in council, I hope it may be tried.

The Hon’ble Mr, Briss.—There is no provision in the law for it.

The Hon’ble Ne Sussa Rao Pantoru.~—If it is illegal under the Act to associate
the assessing officer with non-official gentlemen, 1 hope the Government of India may
be moved in the matter. Some such thing ought tosbe done. Before I conclude
my speech I should like to know from the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Publio
Works Department what has become of the scheme to improve the position of the
¢ Delta Superintendents.” That question has been engaging attention almost from
the time the enlarged council began to sit. I have often brought it to the notice of
Government, and, 1 believe, it his been engaging its attention for a Jong time. Itis
now three or four years since it was brought forward, and I am afraid it is now in the
same position asit was—of course I speak subject to correction —when it was mooted.
I understand that the views taken by the Member at present in charge of the depart-
ment are at variance with the views of the former Member. However that may be,
I should like to make one suggestion that, before this scheme is finally sanctioned,
the opinions of District officers and well-recognised associativns may be taken, because,
I understand, the two schemes are totally different, and the subject is one which, before
the Government sanctions any particular scheme, should engage its best attention.,

The Hon'ble Mr. OroLE.—Your Excellency, I had not intended to Oceupﬂne
time of the council in regard to the budget statement. My heart is touched by the

sad colour which the debate has assumed. I had expected a heart-stirring message to be .

read by my Hon’ble friend on the left on the ‘general policy of Government. I
heartily enter into the sympathy which he has shown for the good men and true
who are struggling with adversity. It is perfectly palpable that from a budget such
as has been introduced into this Council by the Hon’ble Mr. Bliss, administrative
atrophy, starved public works, and total stagnation of progress must be expected for
some years to come. If I had the courage of my Hon'ble friend Mr. George

Arbuthnot, I might perhaps express even stronger condemnation than he did in .

regard to the imperial finances, and I might also hasard my personal criticism wpon
the financial policy, which has been lately exhibited ‘both ‘in Caloutta and Weht-
minister. But as I read the rules, I am prohibited from -enterifig into “that’ field.
There is, however, vne observation which, I think, somebody ought to' make iit regard
to the present state of the Madras finances, and that refers to my Hon’ble friend
N. Subba Rao’s repeated complaints regarding the settlements which have been latel

made in the Madras Presidency. I 'do not think that I should be held to ',b);,'

trespassing beyond .the duties of official propriety and of official discipline; if I say
from my place in this gouneil, that I entirely sgree with him, that the-original

principles which underlay the benign Regulation of 1826, which was the foundation .
of the settloment operation® in the Madras Presidency, were totally departed-from,

owing to the orders of the Government of India’in 1¢9§. ' Having-made: that
declaration, I will go one step further and ‘say that it appears to:me. to be: utterly

A

whom we have no contirol and-g,
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he property, or at all events to imperil jhe property of
' U8 « on incréased assessments, as we have been doing lg

useless for us to destroy t."emhper cent. I believe in Géddvari and Kistna the ingy
ryots in the soil by clapprlngq Sttlement of 30 years ago. for the benefit, not of ot easz
to_the extent of 34 and 33 Bion, not of our own administration, but of perso, .. -
will be 26 per cent. on the 86" 3. yho are administering the affairsof this county ver
ryots, not of our own populienting that in the beginning of the century the r’ ns (:me
‘®srmanent tenure upon those persons who av 7y g £
beyond our ken. It seems t0 sigq the ryot’s right to fixity of svus permanen
settlement not only settled a pef ary rl'gh'ts in the =oil. And so. it wad~® 2oV called
gamindars, but also establishh,. property imp ('rilie(l. destrove d’ an %;seasmeqts with
permanent hereditary proprietif ’ ) Cosuroy never intended

Fad them f 'ty THET
that our ryots should have theip fo;].;:,]g:in at :1111; :; d(;o?gm%“ﬁ whittled away by

constantly increasing the deman; one-third, he egr=s ;_and ~su tovenue. It stands to

- reason that if a man is to 100k | {3 when theuyge the o=V years even to an increase of

assessment on his praperty by ex-parfe decisi=uot in any sense be considered to be
the owner of that property an, Maps'%.® money which-is thus being collected is, as
the Hon’ble Mr. Bliss explained, taken away from this Presidency and only so much

 given back to it as suits the Grovernment of India, it appears to me that it seems time
‘1o call 2 halt, and examine closely whether we have really any right under the. settle-
“ment policy inaugurated by the Court of Directors and the first Secretary of State to

malke this increase. To my mind it is an inevitable conclusion that the proprietary
right is incompatible with such increases. The resources of the Government ought
to be increased not by orippling private property in land but by increasing local
taxation to meét local wants. There is a large class of persons‘in -this Presidency

“who hold one-fifth the total extent of the land and who have never paid an extra

rupee since the permanent settloment of 1802, and they are bound to contribute’ to:
the necessities of the country. In that direction there is a very vast field for the
expansion of the local resvurces of this Presidency. My suggestion 18 that those
respounsible for the Governme?b should take into serious consideration whether the
time has not arrived for contracting the imperial demands and for expanding the
revenue derived from -local taxation to be spent on loeal objects. I do not know if
I should refer to my friend’s remarks about delta superintendents. I happen to
know a good deal about them and have heard a good deal more about them than many
people. I aw Boubthil whether it will be of any use -to incrense-the pay of officers
of that gort. What you .want'is not an increase of pay to delta. superintendents or
tolow paid subordinates of that kind, because the more you increase their pay the
larger become their demands. A ten rupee delta superintendent will ask & very
much less fee than-a manon Rs. 25. In'that view, 1am not at all certain if the
Hon’ble Subba Rao Pantulu is right. What I would suggest is that there should
‘be increased supervision and that thel ryots should be encouraged to bring their
grievances to the notice of the superior authorities concerned.:

.+ :The Hon’ble C. VizsvaraerAvacHARIAR—This time three years ago, the Hon’ble
‘Metnber in-charge of the financial statement in explaining the terms of the provincial
‘eontract to the recently enlarged couneil hoped that'the dominant and spending
partner “of the Indian 'financial firm would be more mereciful to his working:and -
earning partneriin Madras when the contract came to be revised. This day I findhim
-cruelly disappointed ; he is in mourning ; I offer him my sincere condolences. I fBy
‘share his sorrows, ‘espevially if the sorrows are like those of the herges in the anctent
‘Aragedies, where we :kmow that everything ends well. T take this’ opportuity: to iay

“Hefore the Government eertain grievances affecting principally the rural population.

i this connection I might rejoice that the Government is somewhat in grief; bécause

‘oooheional grief rather than comtinued prosperity prepares us the bettet %o listen ta -
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to these, Judges, Subordinate Judges and District Munsifs are in high favour with
the High Court and the Government. In other words less competent and less highly
conscientious men can now cut a royal road for themselves to the favour of the High
Court, persons who but for this mischievous system would not have dreamt of finding
their way there. The effect of this is that lovers of justice, Judges who are more
warm- hearted and more conscientious than the rest, Judges whove fingers are not as
rapid as these reviews would require them to be, find it extremely difficult to cope
with the work even though they sit for more hours:than their less scrupulous brethren.
Take for instance the question of disposal of original suits,” In the administration
reports Government finds that there is an increase in the number of ez-parte suits,
but it finds no explanation. I offer the explanation and it is this, that the gentlemen
who contribute to such an increase tuke every opportunity of declating cases ez-parte so
that they may decide them without hearing both sides ; and no amount of representa-
tion afterwards will easily induce them to change the orders onve passed. There ismo
other explanation as tq why these ex-parfe decisions are increasing. Next let us take
the appeal test, It is said that'a Muansif from whom the least number of appeals
are preferred or the least number of appeals are successful is considered the best.
Buppose there is a Munsif under a young Judge, of thirty and a Munsif under
an ‘experienced Judge of forty-five. The Munsif under the young Judge has all
the advantage. The young Judge easily dismisses appeals. The growing practice
now-a-days with such a Judge is thathe does not even admit the appeal, and hastily
dismisses it if he admits it. "On occasions you will find him deliver such a judgment -
ad this: ¢ you argue that the witnesses on the part of the plaintiff cannot be bélieved,
but the Munsif says they can be. I dismiss the appedl?’”’ ~ That is' the whole .
judgment. The other side is not called ugon to argue the case. Do you call this
a contested suit?  As a matter of fact it is a contested suit merely on paper. But

" in reality it is an ez-parie suit, if I can so ‘call it when one side is illheard and the - -
other side not at all. Again, on another occasion, he will at once tell the vakil # You

- are#br the appellant, what have you got to say ? I have made up my mind, you may
go up to the High Court.” This is a suit where ncither side is heard. The so-called
contested and uncontested suits do not really represent the facts as they occur in -

* Courts. The next point is it leaves hardly any time for improvement. o

- The Hon’ble Mr. Briss inquired whether the Hon’ble Member was in order..
- #he Hon’ble . ViAvarseHAVAOHARIAR.~-~I  am just goitfg to ‘show you how *

I agm relovant.: 'There is a provision of the Indian Evidence Act which says thaton”
Counocil's' undertaking to shew the relevaudy of a fact latér on, he is allowed to go on. -
This' honourable Council would perhaps do well to follow the policy’ of Cotirts in
connection with fhis matters I was going to point out how the effgs’ of the policy
under which the administration of justice is carried on in this Presijdg‘oy has a tendency
to make the administration of justice less and less popular. -Tam going to propose
humble remedies which are within the powers of the Madras Givernment to apply with °

. little.gont: and. without any recourse to additional legislation.: As regards civil justice,
there is absolutely no time for judicial officersto consult:leading cases and authorities;
for thereis not the luxury of a library attached te each-court, and Judges have:to borrow

3 books*-h‘.on};;the,a;nxembers -of  the bar for study and-reference, That you will see'|
o isia question of money.:, ‘I humbly -propose that the Government may be pleased: td'
- . attach a good library te each Civil Court, so that the Judge, whenever he findetimey!:
- . meystudy and consult. the books in preparing his judgmente. .Next, this poliay-
e ;makéssthe-Judg?ﬁ_«ie&.tmmely., impatient, . It makes them.- affeet, in -the words -of :
Baoon ‘. The. opinion of: pregnancy -and expedition by .an . impatient -and vatching
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hearing of the sounsellors at the bar.” T confess that I am one of those who

believe not in swift justice, in quick judges of brilliant ability ; I have more faith

in slow thinkers, in men who doubt long and who slowly do justice. In saying this
if I err, I err in company with Lord Eldon. Of Lord Eldon it is said that * his tardy
justice was better than the swift injustice of others.” Under the present system cases
are disposed of in a most summary manner and the judgments are by no means model
judgments. In support of my statements I do not pray, sir, for a commission of
mnquiry. I would only ask you, sir, to inquire of the District Judges and the Indian
Subordinate Judges as to whether they like this system. I am sure that every one of
them would support me, for they all heartily hate the system, with the exception,
perhaps of the few tq whom I referred, who are by no means the ablest in the service.
If the system, sir, is not done away with at once, then I say that even as a quantity
test, it is completely inadequate. It is mnot sufficient to use as a test, number alone.
Bulk should be added as well. It is not emough that a number of witnesses are
examined ; it is necessary to know how much each witness has said.

The Hon’ble Mr. Price.—Your Excellency, I rise to a point of order. I do not
think that what the Hen’ble Member says is relevent to the financial statement.

The Hon'ble C. VijayaraeHAVACHARIAR.—] am demanding increased expenditure
under Law and Justice, out of the allotment made to the Madras Government. In
this view I am paving the way for it by stating how justice is now administered.
I am demanding money for libraries and increased allowances in the way of pay. I
must give my reasons. Now coming to criminal justice I find that it is much worse
than the administration of civil justice, not~that I consider that the men entrusted

with the administration of criminal justice are inferior in character to those in the

civil department ; but it is due to the worse system nunder which they work, especially
the subordinate magistracy. Since 1889 when this. Government charged the oriminal
courts with demanding impossible degrees of proof, I find that convictions have been
increasing beyond all bounds. At that time the High Court and a good number of
- District Magistrates charged the Police with defective action and defective detection.
The Government then came to the rescue of the Police and said that the courts were
also to blame. In G.0., No. 2133, Judicial, dated 14th December 1889, they say,
“It is obvious that increased caution in accepting evidence or a demand. for an
tmpossible degree of proof would be as capable of affecting the figures as any failure
of the Police.”” Then they diagnose the disease of the courts by stating ‘That
lighter sentences are imposed now than were passed 12 years ago end this may. be
taken as a symptom of a general leniency in desling with persons gccused of, crime.”
Apparently they do not subseribe to the idea of the poet that ‘earthly justice
makes the nearest approach to heavenly when it is -tempered with mercy,” oy to the
principle of “activity in detecting the offence and moderation. in ,pums,hmg‘ the
offender.” Such things the Madras Government seem .t_o reject w1th scorn, From
that time up to the present we find that from the High Court downwards to the
meanest court convictions have been increasing in number &nd in severity too. I
respectfully submit that I decline to believe that ohe-half the natives of this country
suddenly became mote honest and the other half less so ; that witnesses on hehalf of
the prosecution suddenly became more veracious while the witnesses in behalf:,ofithe
defence as suddenly became dishonest and more mendacious. No,: the true cause,
- the only true cause, is to be found in the system itself. Taking the figures of the
ears 1888 to 1895, we find convictions by Sub-Magistrates have been increasing.
hese Magistrates dispose of more than 54 per cent. of the cases annually. * They,

o
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being morein touch with the people and coming more in contact ;with them, value
the evidence better and their conclusions are nearer the truth than those of -the
superior courts. Hence the percentage of convictions by these officers is the lowest.
But owing to foreign and unhealthy infiuences their convictions are steadily rising,
They rose from 3047 per cent. in 1888 to 38:79 in 1895, The average number of
‘eonvictions for all Magistrates superior and inferior rose from 35-2 per cent. in 1888
-t0 45-53 in 1895. Turning to the Sessions Courts, in original trials the figure was
416 per cent. in 1888 and it rose to 468 in 1895. So far as the original criminal
cases are concerned [ leave out of consideration the High Court, because there the
-trial is entirely by jury. I will now take the figures for appellate decisions. Magis-
trates allowed appeals in 1888 in 32 per cent. of cases, but in 1895 the figure was
29+8. The decline here is not so great as the rise of convictions” in the original triuls.
The Sessions Courts confirmed 63-2 per cent. of convietions in 1890 and 73°1 in 1894.
That is in five years the appellate convictions rosé by 10 per cent. As to the High
Court itself, it confirmed 586 per cent. in 1859 and the figure rose to 748 per cent.
.in 1895. 8o that I am not guilty of contempt of court it I say that since that review
of 1689 all courts from the High Cpurt downwards find more truth on the side of the

- prosecution than on the side of the accused. Then we find another very curious thing.

In 1889 when inere were ten cases of appeals against acquittals by Government, one
‘was succeseful, the remainder being disposed of either by new trials being ordered or
‘by diswissuls In 1895 this extraordinary provision was most utilised.

His Excellency the Prreipent.—The Hon’ble Member is carrying his introduc-

-~ tion to too great a length, His remarks go beyond an introduction.

A The Hon'ble C. V1JAYARAGHAVACHARIAR.—So0 many as 18 were successful out of
25 in 1896 ; while of appeals from convictions, only one-fourth was successful and
three-fourths were unsuccessful. And so proportionately courts are wrong in
acquitting and right in convicting. :

As to Bub-Magistrates there are two or three illegal practices existing which
I cdonot bring out by interpellation. One illegal practice is the fact of detective
officers of the Police, Forest and Salt departments being allowed to interfere with
superior Magistrates privately and carrying tales to them against the Sub-Magis-

- trates. - As regards this, no authority. is needed .to.shew that it is both illegdl and

“undesirable -in the highest . degree. There are-two.cases in .point, In 1891 the
*-Bombay High Court déclined wpon'a letter sent by the Local Government to revise an
- order of the Presidency Magistrate to consider it unless.a motion w;

_ court.  The Allahabad High Gourt also ruled in the same way and afggested motion

made in open

in open Court by Government officers. The Government of India agreed in the
' View. T R A S

.1, His Excellency the Prestoext.—I would again g-g({gest the Hon’ble Merber.to

" eomé to his point.

... 7. The Hon'ble C. VisavarAeiavAcmARIAR.—The point’is that the Police and others

. interfere with the conrse of the administration of justice and ‘that secretly. \
A Bipgiﬂxeﬂ}eney, the PresioENT.—What hag that te do with the budget statement ?
.~ ‘The Hon’ble C.: ViavapacuavacRariaR.—I want .the pay of the ‘subordinate
' Magistrites to be incrensed; if for no other reason than that they may. he:ths better

yiing. L8 ExellenoyRhe Pitsipent.—Will the Hon'ble' Member comé to ¢hat

aujokly .

O

11

point
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The Hon’ble ‘C. VisavaraeHAvAcHARIAR.—Then, sir, I point out at once the evik
arising from keeping them all ill-paid, and thus dependent. These men are kept in
inferior positions. You give Rs. 60 to the Taluk Sarishtadar Magistrates and the
others get from Rs. 100 to Rs. 120, and I respectfully submit that they areall ill-fitted
to the work by their low position financially ; and since their advancement is placed in
the hands of local officers, they are hardly capable of resisting these influences. It is
within the province of Government to direct officers in the detective department never
to interfere except by motion made in writing and in open court. Thereby you will
give more dignity and independence to the Magistrates and more liberty to the people.
Another illegal practice is that of District Magistrates recording severe criticisms upon
the Sub-Magistrates on a mere perusal of their judgments without sending for the full
records— a practice unknown to Sessions Courts or the High Court. The result is that
justice administered by them is looked upon by the people with less and less confi-
dence. As regards the importance of the administration of justice, I would beg leave

to quote only one passage from Lord Hardwicke. He 8ays. “I look upon the

administration of justice as the principal and essential part of all Government. The

people know and judge of it by little else”. The Government of India has stated,
‘ there can be no question that the administration of justice is one of the most import-
ant functions of Government. Misbehaviour in the discharge of judicial functions
from whatever cause proceeding brings the administration of justice into contempt and
nothing is more calculated to derange the social order which it is the especial duty of
the Government to preserve.” I need hardly add that the administration of justice
has much to do with the economie condition of the rural population. The Govern-
ment admits that prosecutions under special laws almost always end in convictions.
What is the effect of this on the temper and character of the ryot? He finds it
more to his profit to pay some money to. the Forest men, the Salt men or Police men

than to go to a court where he is sure to be convicted. .Affecting the economic con-
dition of the people, it makes them less. and less able to resist famines and even:
distresses arising from unfavourable seasons. . Seventy years ago 8ir Thomas Munro-

said that famines srising from unfavourable seasons were impossible under the Com-

pany’e Government and were only possible under the rapacious native Governments.

Yot wo find that his prophesy has. proved false. It is worthwhile investigating the
causes of the frequent outbreaks of famine in Southern India; and in doling so it

will be necessary to see how far the Hon’ble Member who presented the financial
statement is justified in stating that with increased texation the prosperity of the

country increasgs.. We have no voice in the raising of the taxes. We have no voice-
in the spending of taxes. We cannot find a way for preventing the money.going .
into the hands of every wild man from the Himalayas who.can draw-a sword, - That --
increased taxation ever indigates inoreased prosperity in:.s country where there is -

no representation of the tax-payers is & statement which caunot be supported by the

principles of political economy. : ,

' His Excellency the Prrsrornt.—I am still waiting for the Hon’hle’ Member’gii
observations on the budget statement, the only thing that he.has a right to make

remarks on.

The Hon'ble C. VijaAYARAGHAVACHARIAR.~—I propose for the considerstion of :
Government that more money should be spent in improving the judicial staff,: I -
propose firstly the establishment of a good library 1n each . Distriot Court, next:the
raising of the pay of the subordinste Magistrates, thirdly the establishment of 8 sub- -
court.in each district, so that the Sessions Judge may devote.the whole of his timey..

 Bessions Judges in the disposal of their eriminal work.

M '5\-; v
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if: necessary; to the disposal of criminal odses and dispose ﬂf tl{e'm without b eing Tt

Judges may also oveasionally be invested with criminal piwers and éalled Joint Ses sions
Judges or Assistant Sessions Judges so that whenever necessary:they may assis ¢ the

- One other matter that I wish to speak about is th_e' paymenf of'ba'tt:i:’{',kdj'drorsm
The present list of jurors does not draw to it the very best men of the country. It

is all very well fo say that because the system .is a western introduction you ought

. not to pay the jury men. That is the answer which the Hon’ble Member in charge

of the Financial department gave me last year. I do not at.all say that they should.
be paid for the work, but all that I say is their expenses.should e paid., Unless and.
until that is done, it is impossible to draw the very best men away. from their homes:
to work in the honorary survice of the eountry. Therefore, T .respectfully submit.
that unless and until the whole system is. recast, until .the sttem;.oi reviewing; the -

. .

administration of justics is revised, it is impossible thatthe Judicial department should.

ever again evolve a Holloway or Muttisami Aiyar.

"+ The Hon’ble C. Jaupuriveam Muparivar.—After the elaborate speeches of my
predecessors, 1 shall haidly be justified in taking np your Excellency’s time at
any great length. I will therefore proceed at once to make the few observations
which T have to make on this occasion. In page 3 of the financial statement,
in dealing with the year 1896~96 an explanation is -given tnder the head of
« interest 7, that ‘ixterest on advances to-eultivators fell with the improvement in the
goason sud the re-payménts of the large ldans takeri:during: the distress in 180193 "
and 1892-98.” T have nothing to-eay #s to the repayinent-of loans, ' It would bé 4’
matter of interest to know how it was that the very large loans of 1891-92 and
1892-93 were repaid so quickly—whether voluntarily or on account of pressure
brought to bear upon the ryots by Government. On this very same matter, I asked

mnesticn in this Council, to make an inquiry why a very small amount was taken as

n during the present distress in the Deccan districts, whereas very large amounts
were taken during 1891-92. 1 requested an investigation to be made‘as to the cause
of this very large decrease with & view of discovering whethdr the ‘scheme has heen
rendered urpopulay by ariy hisdirested aotion o ill-ad vissd sisasurs. . Brit thie answer °
was given ‘that an fnvestigation” was' mot nevessaty, '~ It’seems to ‘el that s a very
important’ question: i 'The' gudstion iy What'id the *ledgth of time dgreed “tjdh

with - Governtent for ‘repayment “of doatié ? 1 thesd "lohns: have' buen repiid

ithirgas very short time; it i¢' worth investigating the’reasons as to how: these |
moneys weve paid back,~ whether voluntarily or owing to asiy other “special measure
adopted for the purpose of getting back these advatoes, Tnder the next head
of % Law'and Justice,” there is & remark made;’ vis,“the’ improvement over: the -
budget was almost entirely due to -an increase in thy“réslization of magisterial -
fines.” T'he explapation .seems. to me -gomewhat mysterjous. . "Why there phould
be gn increage in mag),gte‘lﬁﬁnes -and_ what it really means are matters which the,
people otight to understand. )

it 18 interesting to know in what department this increase has accrued—whether
in'- abkdri ' casvs>or-forest cases or ralt casés ‘or uRder' the general offences, under
the Penak Code] 1] "uwbixs. vefor: to page’ 17 whete Wwé bave the figurbs’ given s 10"
land revenus. Al o 'thid. gevieral’ quustions of settlement and’ sy forth, they “heve
besn elebirately dedltswith by oiy: predecessors” ind 1 ' will say nothiirg! iiord" abdab™
them;} here 8 oite thing bk thet I 'wish to mention.’" The réveste "k potted’ fron -

f i3 is an increase in the addition of magisterial. fines, .

4

i
H

impatient aad without the vice of a captious hearing of the counsel\at the bar. ~ 8ub-
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land revenue, as ‘pointed out by the Financial Member, is 554-70 lakhs, which has
been characterised as a great leap. It is a great leap—a leap which:we cannot
possibly divine or understand. I find from the procevdings attached to the statement
on page 7, that the present standard revenue comes to 534 lakhs. The amount
entered in the budget is 553 lakhs. Absolutely no reason is given for this big leap.
The matter would not be of any particular concern if it had been due to any practical
improvement in the working of the revenue administration. The entry in the
budget statement of such a huge figure for a normal year means either that the
subordinates of the Government should work up the revenue to this figure, otherwise
inefficiency would be imputed to them, or that it is the result of carelessness in the
preparation of this hpdget. If this budget is to bave any real value, we expect the
figures entered there to be approximately correct. If the figure 553 is entered
instead of 534, it means that sum has to be collected or mnearly to be collected. It is
not for the purpose of amusement these figures are entered. The ground given
for this large figure is : ¢“It will be seen that the largest increases are due to extension
of cultivation and irrigation and generally to more favourable season as evidenced by
smaller seasen remissions.” All that is covered by the amount 534 lakhs as given in
page 7 of the Board’s proceedings in the appendix. The statement, page 7 of the
Appendix F, also makes mention of the allowance for a remission of Rs. 65,000 in
the shape of irrecoverable arrears. That is a mandate for subordinate officers that
their recommendations for remissions should not exceed Rs. 65,000 entered in the state-
ment. Itis hardly possible now to say what the exact amount of remission would be.
We have still to wait till the next monsoon and then only can we calculate the exact
failure of crops in the country. The Hon'ble Member in charge of the finances has said
that this large figure has been put down to make good a portion of the arrears to be
collected in case of good monsoons in the, current year. I can hardly understand that
statement., If there is a good monsoon, that is a reason for expecting the normal rev-
enue and not for collecting the old arrears of the previous years, when the crops were
almost a total failure. That is a lost revenue—a revenue that ought to be written
off and not to be collected in the current year, even though we have good seasons.

1f we have good seasons, we have very good reason for expecting the normal revenue. .

The mention of an amount for remission in the shape of irrecoverable arrears looks
like an indication to officers that are working, to keep the remissions down to the
amount indicated. I respectfully submit that it is .a very dangerous precedent
that this kind of mandatd should go abroad to the subordinates and officials. I
would assure your Excellehoy that I do not speak without some sense of responsi-
bility. I come from a tract of country which unfortunately is visited wit quent
famines. I do not speak speculatively. I have seen and travelled over the Gountry.

1f a fair estimate is made over the tract of country where there has been a failure of
crops, then this amount of Rs, 65,000 as representing the irrecoverable arrears does '

not by any means represent the actual -state of things. As to question of the posi-
tion of taluk gumastahs, it is a matter by no means satisfactory to subordinates who are
hard-worked in the Revenue department, that their, pggition is not to be improved
within any reasonable limit of time. Under the head of ¢ Forest,” an increase of

revenue is a matter for congratulation both to the Government and the people, provided

that the increase is always in the dircction which is least harmful or least annoying

to the people. The statement itself gives no indication as to how this increase occurs.

While on this subject, I may make a slight reference to the financial statement of last
year in which it is said that the increase of revenue was due to increased sétention to

the collection of grazing fees, to which I took some exception. I find that in the
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preient statem ‘nt-we have no reference to the grazing fees at all. It wovld be interesting

to know what amount is expected to be collected from grazing fees and whether it-

bears a large or small proportion to the total income under the head of forest revenue.
Coming to the subject of ¢ interest” in page 22 of the statement, we have to thank
the Government of India for their charitable disposition in reducing the interest on

‘Joans for local purposes to 3L per cent. instead of 4 per cent., as there explained. -

Under the head of ¢ Contributions” to Local and Municipal bodies in page 34, an

- explanation is given in page 35 that an increased provision of Rs. 10,000 is made for

educational grants-in-aid—1I believe for Local Boards and Municipalities. I.consider
that the time hus arrived whey, the contribution from Provincial funds to Local -and
Municipal bodie§ for the purpose of education should be increased. At present the
Government gives grants to the 4th standard of the primary depaztment dnd all other
standards up to the 8rd are paid from Local and Municipal funds. That is a.duty -
cast upon these bodies under the rules. But I submit the time has now fm‘wgd when
the Government ought to undertake some larger share of primary education and .
relieve the funds of Local and Municipal bodies so that they may be expended upon -
the more subordinate hranches of primary education. The reason is that during the
18 years during which these Local Board and Municipal Acts have been in operation
the departments have worked up their educational alloiments with considerable energy,
g0 much so that we find the funds of all these bodies are being utilized in the best
possible manner on primary education. BStill the demands of the department are
almost unlimited dand the more they work in that direction the W1der% is the'ﬁeld
becoming.  If the same standard remains fixed in regard to Local Boards, it-is obvious~
that they 'must narrow : the scope-of their work-and must educate fewer people in-
ofder that the:same ‘diount that was suflocient two or three years ago may be suflieiont
now;  If the real object of Government is to extend primary -education as widely as -
possible and to work up mass education as widely as possible, the only way in which
it can bo done is for Government to take up some portion which is now charged to
these Local bodies.” Tt isonly thus that Local bodies will be able to cope with the work -
of exténding education in the proper direction, It seems to me that the time has
now arrived that theLocal dnd ‘Municipal funds available should be confined to-
standards lower then: the third, all'expenditure- above that standard being undertaken
by Government:: - Your Excélletioy, 1 d6 notiwish to-take up:any. further time of the’

ifgoumil.  These are the onlly observations that oevar'te’ me abipresent.
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that, in the Northern Circle, an increase was expected from an ‘article of mi:or
forest produce, Cassia auriculata—the common tangree or avardua shrub—the bark of
which is largely used in tanning, and similarly the increase in the Southern and Central
Circles for some years past has been due to a very large extent to the satisfactory
development of the tanning industry in this country. I have statistics from the
Scttlement department which show that in 1870-71 the value of the export of tanned
hides from the Presidency amounted in round numbers to 3-50 lakhs, which' rose
to 86 lakhs in 1895-96. This in itself is a satisfactory explanation of a large part
of the growing increase of the forest revenue. In page 21 of the statement it is
mentioned that the increase is expected chiefly from the supply of small timber for
Jocal consumption in the Northern and Central Circles, from increased fellings to be
carried out in Soutk Malabar (Southern Circle), from sales of firewood in the Bellary
dep6t and at Sriharikdta in the Nellore district, from coupe fellings in North Arcot
and thinnings in the Kistna district, from supplies to railways in South Arcot and
Salem, and the proposed extension of fuel operations in the Madura district.  An
increase is further expected to accrue from the lease of forest lands on the Anamalais

in South Coimbatore for the cultivation of coffee under certain conditions sanctioned
by Government.

For many years we have been supplying fuel to railways and at first sight
it may seem that an increase is hardly to be expected from it, but when I was in
North Arcot the other day, I found that a large number of contractors who used to
obtain their supplies from private forests now come to Government for their supplies
owing to the exhaustion of the old sources. Hon’ble Members are no donubt aware
that there has also been a large extension of factories, spinning mills, cotton presses,
&c., in Madura, Tinnevelly and Coimbatare, and this is an additional source of
increased revenue. The Hon'ble P. Rangayya Nayudu suggested that there should
be additional facilities for free grazing and for the free supply of wood for agricul-
tural purposes. Of late years a considerable advance has been made in this direction
by throwing open all unreserved lands with free exercise of village privilege and also

by a considerable curtailment in the extent of proposed reservation. It is true that -

in those tracts in which all the natural resources have already been exhausted there
is not much to be obtained in such areas in the way, of wood for agricultural imple-
ments. But in the more sparsely populated districts, in the neighbourhood of forest
reserve, this can always be obtained and the concession has been a real boon. #Vith
regard to reservation, it is a very big question which has been going on for many
years—nearly 17 years—and our ideas on the subject have improved as we have gone
on. Por several years past no reserve has been sancticned without a careful examin-
ation as to whether a reasonable margin has been allowed for free grazing for the use
of the cattle of the inhabitants of the village. It is not always possible to prevent
reserves coming near village boundaries, because some villages are unfortunately
situated in this respect. Sometimes we get very “violent complaints that reserves are
very close to cultivated lands. But, on examination, it turns out that there are four
sides and that while the reserve approaches only oue side, on the other three sides
there is enough . space for free grazig. 1 do not know that there may not be reason
for complaint in regard to some villages. But we shall'be glad to inquire into any
complaints that may exist if they are brogghp to our notice. . In certain _dlstrlgts
however—XKistna, Nellore, and a few other d1strlcts——cattle:breedmg has been carried
on 8s 8 source of profit; and it has always been-the practice to levy a fee on profes-
gional breeders for using the pasture lands just in the same way as assessment is
charged on arable lands. In the case of such reserves as have all along been used as

»
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.grazing grourds, subject to the payment of fees either by lease or contract, it will not
be necessary to alter the boundaries, simply because they happon to come near the
limits of a village. As regards grazing fees, I do not think an increase in grazing
fees has ever been a source of congratulation. If is a mere necessity. The question

has been fully considered after a long correspondence between the Government, the

#Board of Revenue and District officers, and the final decision arrived at is that 1t is
net expedient to alter the present system or allow free grazing in the reserves save
in exceptional cases. If any concession is to be made, it will be in the direction of
lessening the area of reservation when this is required to secure a reasonable area for
the free exercise of grazing aud other village privileges. There is one thing that I
ought not to lose sight of. ~A reserve when established has sometimes a considerable
margin between its border and the cultivated fields, but cultivation has afterwards
extended close up to the border. In such cases, unless there is an effective demand
for more land for cultivation, it is not contemplated to throw back the boundary oft
the reserve. 1 do not think there are any other remarks that call for a reply.

The. Hon’ble Mr. Briss.—It seems to me, sir, that the debate on this occasion
_ has been even more diffuse than is generally the case. When I issued the financial
statement, I appended to it a note in which I particularly requested that Hon’ble
Members would give me mnotice beforehand of tke subjects on which they intended
to speak, as otherwise it would not be possible for heads of departments and
Members of Government to reply to their observations. 8o far as I know, only one
Hon’ble Member has been so good as to comply with that request, namely, the Hon’ble
C. Vijayaraghavachariar. Iam sorry to say that his letter on the subject is not at this
moment in the Council chamber. - My recollection of it is that it was not calculated
by any means to prepare any but a man of abnormally suspicious nature for remarke
80 lengthy and discursive as those with which he has favoured us. He has now taken
the trouble to refer to a number of ancient authorities, and it is obvious that I could’
not be prepared to come into this Council with those authorities at my back, ready to
verify his quotations. Therefore T am afraid that such remarks as I may be abie to
make in reply to the observations which the Hon’ble Member has made, must neces-
sarily be unsatisfactory and very scanty. All I can say is that I cannot carry all the
details of the administration of this country in my head, and that without notice it 1s
quite impossible to undertake to reply to every specific point. However, I will do
the best [ can. The most lengthy speech that we have been favoured with is that of
my Hon'ble friend Mr. Vijayaraghavachariar, who has denounced the administration
of justice as at present conducted in somewhat unmessured terms.  With some of
what he says I am inclined to agree, For instance, when he says that you.must not
apply to judicial work a merely quantitative test and that you must not necessarily
condemn a man because he has only disposed of three suits per month while some
other man has disposed of thirty, I am somewhat inclined to agree with him. But
there is this to be remembered—that in the absence of personal visits by Members of
Government; or at all -events by members of the High Court, to every one of the
districts to observe personally the way in which business is conducted by the Judges,
this. quantitative test is the only one available to us. " I admit that this is a somewhat
fallacious test and that you cannot always apply it., But I am bound to say this—
and I think all officers of experience in the public service will agree with me. that
—I would nat say in any particular quarter or half-year or year—but if in every

quarter, every half-year and every year, we find A uniformly doing le’§‘§ workt;xm B,

you may, say with gome confidence that A is not 8o competent as I3.
- The Hon’ble C.-Visayaraeuavacaariar.—He is more sure,
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The Hon’ble Mr. Briss.—That may be so. But such is fhe pressure of work in.

this country that it s not sufficient for a man to be sure; it is necessary that he shall
also be quick. “Slow and sure” is no doubt a very good motto; but ¢ quick
~ and sure” is a very much better motto. Tkerefore I cannot altogether accept what
the Hon’ble gentleman has said. At the same time, I admit there is some truth in it.

All T can say is if he will suggest any better system, I shall be most glad to avail®

myself of it. Personally I am most strongly of opinion that the only source from
which we can obtain assistance in this matter is the High Court; and I am deeply
grateful to the High Court for having brought to the notice of Government, on one
or two recent occasions, defects on the part of officers under their orders. They have
ample means of knowing whether the work is properly done or not and whether an
officer is industrious or lazy ; and I only hope that they will make it a rule to bring to
our notice the case of those officcrs whose conduct is, in their opinion, worthy of
condemnation. There is no way in which the High Court can better assist the
administration of this country than in this. With regard to many other things that
tue Hon’ble gentleman opposite has said, I hardly think it necessary for me to discuss
them, because the whole thing really may be said to resolve itself into the question of

expense ; and these few remarks that I am about to make may perhaps be takeu by

other gentlemen who have proposed increased expenditure. 1 would draw atten-
tion particularly to the remarks of Sir James Westland who, in closing the debate
upon the Imperial budget, pointed out that it was all very well to ask more money
for this and for that, but the Government of India was absolutely unable to supply
the rupees. All they could do is to take the rupees from the tax-payers and to spend
it to the best possible advantage, They are unable to create rupees out of nothing
—ex nikilo nikil fit. 1 you have not rupees you cannot make them. If the Hon’ble
gentleman, instead of devoting his attention to 6bjects where more money is required,
‘would devote bis unquestioned abilities in, showing to Government how it can get
more money, nobody would -be better pleased than Gtovernment to spend that money
to the best advantage of the people. The fact is we have simply this miserable
amount of money and the question is what, can we do with it. Take, for instance, the
expenditure of this year. 1 have already pointed out to this Council how it has been

necessary to cut down the expenditure on objeets, so vital as irrigation, minor works,

Nothing is more important and more to the benefit of the country than that. No
doubt education is a very good thing, but before you can educate a child you must

feed it. Irrigation, minor works feeds the country. The enormous increase in irri- -
gation during the last thirty or forty years has given the people of the country rice

to eat. If you cannot give them rice to eat, other things are useless ; other things are

in comparison luxuries. - It is a most excellent thing to have libraries. But where -

is the money to come from for erecting buildings where the libraries may be located ?
" The Hon’ble.C. V17ATARAGHAVACHARIAR. —From ¢ stamps.”

The Hon’ble Mr. Briss.—That is another thing. We will'come to that presently,
Here we are this year reduced to this. In 1895-96, the expenditure on repairs to
public works was 41 lakhs, and in the current year it can only be 8-50 lakhs. This
1s due to the fact that we have got no money. Similarly in 1895-96 the expendi-

ture on new buildings was 1563 lakhs, whereas in the current year it can only be 696
lakhs. Our expenditure on civil works is only half of what we should like. When -
things have reached that point, how ean we provide libraries to put the books in?. .

‘We have no money to construct new buildings. All that we can do in the current year

js to complete the buildings already commenced, which if we were to abandon it .

»
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vould be a wastg of money. When we can only just keep our buildings in repair,
vhat is the use of talking of fresh expenditure? We must cut our coat according
o our cloth. To go back to what the Hon’ble gentleman has said :—Where is the
noney to come from ? He saysstamps. He may perhaps tell us how we are to get
he money from stamps. The Government of India say that they will only allow us
hree-fourths, as we have got other sources of revenue. If any one of these can
rive us more money I should be delighted to spend it on the object proposed. The
Jon’ble Member seems to fancy that I am able to coin money by putiing my hand
n my pocket. If I had the power, I should be delighted to exereise it, though I am
10t sure if I should exercise it in favour of the Hon’ble gentleman’s schemes. We
1ave not got the money and it is perfectly useless for Hon’ble Members of this
Jouncil to ask Government to spend more money. 1t is nota question of secrecy and it
8 not that we have kept the tnformation to ourselves. Every single paper connected
vith the budget has been placed before the press and every one of them is available,
[ submit that this printed statement is quite as full as any that can be placed on
he table. I think I can say with some safety that not a quarter of the Hon’ble
Members present have read through this paper. )

The Hon’blé N. Sussa Rao PaxrtuLv.—No, we have read it.

The Hon’ble Mr. Briss.—I am sorry for Hon'ble Members. That is all I can
my. With regard to stamps, if I remember right, it was only on the last occasion of
‘he budget meeting that we had this question before us, when I pointed out that it was
v doubtful thing whether it was trie that stamp8 gave us a surplus. ' It is a favourite
heory that the Governmnent makes a vast revenue out of stamps, but spends only a
ymall portion of it upon the Courts, and thereby does great injustice. As I have said
sefore, it does notMing of the kind. Hon’ble gentlemen simply look into the
yudget and see 59'85 lakhs under Stamps as revenue, and say that we only spent
I'7 lakhs on judicial establishments—whatever the exact sum may be—and therefore
hat there is a saving of 13 lakhs. But Hon’ble gentlememr forget that there is a
great number of judicial officers who are drawing pensions. There is a very large
wmber of ex-jugge who are drawing £1,JU0 a year and there are certainly at
east some who are drawing £1,500 a year. All these things have to be met from -
he revenue under Stamps.- Then again there are buildings and repairs. which isa
rery heavy item of expemse. . Until all these things are taken into dceount it is
mpofsible to say whetherthe Government is making any profit or not. I have spoken
f this before. I will say as Sir James Westland has said in regard to another
natter in the budget, I am glad to have an opportunity of ¢ nailing a false coin to
he counter.” Now I would like to say a few words about the unfortunate taluk
saumastahs to whom my Hon’ble friend Subba Rao has referred. = The matter has been .
sending for a long time. gft was referred to the Board of Revenue and they went a
iftle beyond the instructions they received.  They were asked to give us an esti-
nate of what was requived to improve the position of taluk gumastahs. In reply
0 $hat, they ‘undertook what was a very useful work:though not exactly whut

vas reqilired-4nd gave us a scheme for the re-organization of the taluk estatlish-
. 1y :They entered not only into the question of giving more pay to the -
aluk gumastahs but also into the question as to the number of taluk gumastahs that -

nents getterally.

thould be attached to-the several offices. - All that was very good and useful work. !

But the consequence of their yoply having been somewhat more extensive than we -

xpected led to the consideration of the whole subject. The rosult is. that there hds
een some delay.. We have not: been able to accept the whole of thg..prﬁposalﬂ of
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the Board of Revenue though we have accepted a very large portion ; and these have
now been sent to the Government of India. We. had every reason to expect that
we should be able to do what was necessary to improve the position oi:: thq tah_lk

umastahs ; but we now find ourselves unfortunately not able to do anything definite
at present owing to the Government of India having adhered to its usual rule of
striking out of the budget any schemes or proposals which were either not sanctioned
or not on the verge of being sanctioned. I can assure Hon’ble Members that we
shall not lose sight of the subject and we shall do the very best we can. I would
very willingly mention what exactly the proposals are, but perhaps I ghould be hardly
right in doing so, because it is a rule of business that we are not at liberty tv place
before the public matters which are for the moment in the course of discussion with
the Government of India. While on this subject I would like to touch upon another
matter mentioned by the Hon’ble Subba Rao Pantulu, namely, the question of granting
famine allowance to clerks and menial servants of Government. The rule as to
this matter is found in the Civil Account Code which says :—

¢ Compensation for dearness of food may be given, when necessary, at the
discretion and under the special orders of Local Governments and Heads of Imperial
Departments in accordance with the following rules:—

‘ When grain, the common staple food of the district, is dearer than Re. 1 for ten
seers, all servants of Government on civil establishments, whose pay does not exceed
Rs. 16 per mensem, or in the case of men required to keep a horse or camel, Rs. 26
per mensem, may receive an extra allowance of Rs. 1~-8-0 per mensem ; if the pay of
the officer is less than Rs. 5 per mensem; the extra allowance may be increased, at the
discretion of the sanctioning authority, so’as to bring up the aggregate pay and
allowances to Rs. 6-8—0 per mensem. A " .

"« When such grain is not dearer than Re. 1 for twelv? seors, the said servants
may receive an extra allowance of Re. 1 per mensem ; ifthe pay of the officer 1sf less
than Rs. 5 per mensem, the extra allowance may be increased, at the discretion of the
‘sanctioning authority, so as to bring up the aggregate pay and allowances to Rs. 6-8-0
per’ mensem.”’ , ‘ g o

With regard to that, the Board of Revenue represented to us on the initiative
of the Collector that the point had been reached in the Ganjim district where under
that rule famine allowances should be granted to different subordinates, and orders

have accordingly been issued for the grant of famine allowances, But with regard to

other districts difficulty has arisen in this way :—that the price of grain bas not risen ,

i an ten seers per rupee. With regard to Ganjém, the grain commonly consumed
lﬁ;glt]ﬁ: t1})1eop1e is rice i:a,nd t}?: price of rice has risen there beyond ten seers per rupee
and therefore the rule comes into force. In Bellary, the grain which is in common
consumption is not rice but cholum, and chalum has not risen fo that high price, and
therefore the rule cannot be applied. There is no doiubt that prices have risen
very considerably, quite emough to affect most injuriously the lower classes of
Government servants, Under the rule, however, the Government has been unable
to give them famine allowances which they would otherwise be very glad to give.
It seems, I may say, & mistake to say that this allowance should be given ";Vh?n the
price of grain is less than so many seers per rupee. What ought to be said is that
compensation should be’ given when the price of grain has arisen by so much per
cent. over its normal price. That view we have represented to the Government of
India, and we have requested them so to modify the rule. If that suggestion should
be adopted, the result would be that we should be able to assist the subordinate

-

1
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servants of Government whom we cannot now assist under the "f)resent rule. ' Now
with regard to the question of land revenue of which a great deal has been said, I have
a paper here which has, I understand, been placed on the table but which I had not
myself seen until it was just now put into my hands. This is G.0., No. 317, Financial,
dated 6th of April 1897, AsIsaid I had not seen it, and I am not sure whether I have
not misled the Council by what I stated about land revenue. ~From the liitle attention
I have been able to give to it in the last few minutes, I find that on page 9 it is
stated under ¢ Budget estimate for 1897-98 » :—¢< Ag g consequence of the remission,
postponemeats, &c., the estimated receipts of the ensuing year show an abnormal
increase of 16 lakhs of rupees, as per particulars given below.”” A little above it under
the revised estimate for 1896-97 mention is made of the postponement of collections
to the extent of 8:70 lakhs. Besides this, owing to the slackness of collections there
are 14-12 lakhs which ought to have been collected before the 31st March but have not
been collected. I need hardly say with regard to this, the Government has no desire
to be hard on the people. To do so would be indeed very foolish. It would be like
the case of the man who killed the goose that laid the golden eggs. The Government
is tot likely to adopt a policy of that kind. Some Hon’ble gentlemen stated that in
the case of revenue postponed, it should be regarded as wiped off once for all and
should not be collected with the revenue of the current year, if the current year should
turn out to be a good otie. If the current year should not be a good one, I may tell
the Hon’ble Members, the whole of the circumstances will alter. What course the
Governmert will then take I cannot state. Suppose.it happens to be a favourable
. year, however, there is no doubt that a considerable portion of the revenue, the col-
~ lection of which is postponed, will be collected in the coming year. I think it is
the Hon’ble Jambulingam Mudaliyar who thought thut all these arrears should be
written off. All I can say is (I would particularly ask the Hon'ble Member to take
the matter fully into account) that in the revenue settlements of different districts,
liberal allowances have been made in every instance of which I am aware for vicissi-
~ tudes of the season. I cannot go into all these things now. Cuddapah is one of the
districts mentioned in the list and the allowance which is made for the seasonal
vicissitudes every year, whether it be good, bad or indifferent, is, I believe, 25 per
cent. It is quite obvious that if an allowance of 25 per cent. is made every year,

" ‘people, Mthey aregiven time, are perfeotly well dble to pay the revemie of bad years

- in sueceeding good years. - I must say I ‘cannot ‘see whyt] ey shoald’ not do &, It
must be remembered that if onie’an is let off, another man must pay the amount for

- him - 1f you exouse the people of Cuddapah from paying two lakhs or three lukhs or

* whatever the sum may be, it is perfectly obvious that in order ¢

. extiao

v ) meet the expenses of
Government somebody else must pay that sum, If, as is certainly the case, the people
~ are assessed on a very moderate basis, there is no reason why, when they get good

- -crops in one year, they should not pay the ‘revenue"‘t‘haiv;‘:h;js béen postponed in a

| j’p_i:‘evimm year.

. [As to the remarks of the Hon’blle‘C.,Vlijaydragiiﬁajé'haﬁar regarding appeals

i—lgifiﬁd?émment to the High Court sgamnst scquittals, he mentioned it as an
rdifiagy thing that three-fourths of the appeals were successful, while in

H

"to ordiniry ‘@ppeals oly one-fourth was successful. I submit to the Council whether

K

. -y Sonsideration. I af’rps

" Government ars b

/it o not @ foastiible fntorence to bo drawn from ‘theso facts that appeals
d upon most substantial grounds and are pr gerred

e
vonsible for these appeals and I take the Hon'ble gentleman’s
als have been made, after most careful ,pousideration,

‘Sritioioms to miysslf.

7 Tmay also inform the'Héi;{gf:Member that in several cases recently I have refused to
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appeal. The fact of the matter is that in this country, without any public, without
any respounsible newspapers fo represent what goes on, the right of s;ppea.l it not only
useful but necessary to prevent failures of justice. The Hon'ble P. ‘Rangayya
Nayudu spoke about the sad state of the Cooum. I admit that the Cooum is inba sad
state, but the truth of the matter is there is some difficulty iu deciding as to what it is
best to do. We allotted last year six lakhs for the prosecution of a scheme which was
then t.hought to be the hest. But as often happens in suech cases no sooner was
it designed than there rose up another set of engineers who pulled it all to pieces.
Under these circumstances the Government has now to decide between the rival
authorities ; and plans are being considered for doing something else. In the mean-
time a period of scarcity has come in and unfortunately the six lakhs of rupees have
gone to other objects, Among these objec's [ may mention the repair of damages
caused by the floods in the Tanjore, Géddvari and Kistna districts. If we had not
had that reserve of six lakhs to repair the damage deme at that time to the river
embankments of Gédavari, Kistna and Tanjore, I do not know how we should have
found the money. I forget the exact sum now but, if I remember aright, in Kistna
district alone it cost us three lakhs, and similar sums were required in Géddvari
and Tanjore. I extremely regret that the state of the Cooum should offend the
Hon’ble gentleman’s olfactory nerves, but I beg to assure him that the mouey set
apart for the purification of the Cooum has not been misappropriated but has been
utilized for other useful purposes.
_ Considering the multiplicity of subjects that have been dealt with, it is perfectly
impossible for me to deal with every one ef them. But I think there is one thing
which I ought to mention with regard to what the Hon’ble Jumbulingam Mudaliyar
has said. Heread the following passage under the head of Interest iu the statement :~—
“Interest on advances to cultivators fell with the improvement in the season and the
re-payments of the large loans taken during the distress in 189(-92 and 1892-93.”
He inquired whether pressure had been brought to bear upon the ryots to make them
repay the loans. Iam pretty sure that nothing of the kind hus happened. Of course
I cannot carry the literature of several years past in my memory. He gave me no
notice whatcver of the subject and Tam pot therefore able to give a better answer,
With rvegard fo his remarks as to the smalluess of the loans granted this year, in the
present distress, I find that up to 27th February the grants made actually¥mounted
to 147 lakhs. Thatis the last date of the monthly return. 1 also find thut applica-
tions for the following amounts were pendiug on the 18t of March :—Cuddapah, Rupees
19,665 ; Pellary, Rs. 5,39,796 ; Anantapur, Rs. §,82,896 ; and Kurnool, over Rs. 75,000,
These applications are being attended to as rapidly ms they can be. We have taken
steps to appoint additional Revenue Inspectors, additional Tahsildars and also Deputy
Collectors for the special duty of disposing of these applications with the greatest pos-
sible speed and for the equally important duty of seeing that tlie money does actually
go into the pockets of the applicants and does not stick to the palms of underlinge.
The difference between the sums granted up to the 27th of Febroary and that applied
for up to the st of Marchis 10-17 lakhs. The Hop’ble Member may rest assured
that, during the five weeks that have elapsed, a great deal of these ten lakhs will have
passed into the hands of the peaple who required.the money. I can assure him that
Government has taken a great deal of trouble about this matter. I trust that these
figures will convince Hon'ble Members that people are not backward in applying
and that their wants will be attended to as quickly as they are expressed. = .

Well, Sir, there are many subjects that I might speak abont, but it seems, espe-
cially as no notice has been given of them, that it would be hardly wise if I were to

QUESTIONS.

commit myself. as I cannot possibly recollect every detail. Moreover, time is going
on and we have been sitting here for ncarly three hours. A gréat deal of business
has to be transacted this afternoon, and I shall best please the Council by now sitting

down.

His Excellency the PresipesT :—1 shall only detain you for a very few moments.
The thanks of the Government are due to the Hon’ble Mr. Bliss for the admirable
way in which he bas once again conducted the somewhat complicated and difficult
budget business. The knowledge, the experience and the capacity which he brings
to bear on matters connected with our finances elicit my admiration, and I am sure
be deserves our very best acknowledgments. The discussion which has taken place
upon the budget has extended over a very large number of important subjects and
shows that, although the Council has not any actual control over the items of the
budget itself, a deep and intelligent interest is taken in it. The replies that have
been given by the different Members of Government and the heads of various depart-
ments to the various questions raised have been, I think, as full and as complete as
they could possibly be expected to be under the circumstances. The remarks that
were made by the Hon’ble Members have for the most part been made without notice.
I think there is very little for me to say in connection with the subjects which have

_ been mentioned severdlly by Hon’ble Members. It has been observed that this is

the first year of the new contract and opportunity has been taken on this occasion to
speak in somewhat severe terms of the system of the contract. 1 have formed my
own opinion with regard to the contract system, and I am going to express
it. Ttsappears to me that the contract system, so called, is bad.in itself. It
is demoralising to the Provincial and Supreme Governments, it is bad in that each
revision that takes place bas a terribly disturbing and dislocating effect o the local
administration, especially in the important department of Public Works to which
the pruning knife has to be suddenly and ruthlessly applied. It is demoralising to
the Provincial Government, because it tends to impair the sympathetic eo-operation
between the Supreme and Provineial Governments which is so desirable and because it
tempts the Provincial Government in its finuncial zelations with the Supreme Govern-
ment, which is master of the situation, to have recourse to the tactics of the weak.
‘When we are. well off, we tyy. to hide our money and spend it recklessly lest the
Supreme Government, should lay hands upon it. .. When we are poor, we try to give
undue emophasis to our poverty. .The system is demoralising to. thé Supreme Govern-
ment because it relieves that Govérnment from the consequence of extravaggncs. In
my opinion, the. financial condition of the Presidency will not be satisfactory until s
larger degree of -financial independence and control is conceded to the Provincial
Goverament, and until some arrangement morg consistent, more permanent and less
onesided than the present contract system has been adopted. o ’

‘QUESTIONS.

-+ BisiBxcellency the Pazspent.—The Coqgcilw‘vi};l now praceed with the questions

“on,thq-,agend@;’pa,pep;. L T FRNNE SN : RS
. The Hoj'blo C. Viavsmsomavacmarus i— SN B

w1 In reference to the fellowing questious asked by me at the last twnM:eetangs

of the Council; which the Government was not ther in a position to answar, has it
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since obtained the necessary information and, if so, will it b ¢
and lay the papers of the several inquiries on the tablo:— © Ploased ‘0 answer them

1) Question No. X . .
on the Sgtl)1 Deceesn:gsr lg o6 EXII on the agenda paper for the Meeting of the Council

(“XXXII. Will the Government be pleased to state whether its attention has
been called to the conduct of Mr. Vaughan, Joint Magistrate of
Noit'h élrcgt, during the trial of the calendar case, No. 65 of 1896,
on nis 1ie :

Whether it is a fact that Mr. Vaughan limited by time the right of the
accused to cross-examine the witnesses called on behalf of the
prosecution ? '

Whether it is a fact that he refused to record material parts of the pro-
ceeding before him, and that in the case of one important witness
the Revd. Mr. Chamberlain, he made no record at all of his cross-
examination beyond a few symbols such as— ::—which he
Mr. Vaughan, interpreted to the District Magistrate to mean that
nothing material was clicited in cross-examination ?

Whether Mr. Vaughan’s account of what had taken place before him
in the course of the trial was found by the District Magistrate on
mvestigation to be inaccurate ?

Whether it isa fact that the District Magistrate has recordedvhis
opinion that the action of Mr. Vaughan in court and his aetion in
giving him (District Magistrate) an inaccurate version are ¢ serious
matters’ ?’”]

9th Fo éfgggui%%gi No. I.I on the agenda paper for the Méeting of the Council on the

[“I. Will the Governm¢nt be pleaged to state— .
(2) Whether it is a fact that Mr. Thornton, I.C.8., while -C
‘ and Joint Magistrate of, Salem in :August’ 1896, S(ilikz)'egt(;ltliecttlt::
Tahsildar of Dharmapuri by wire to send up to him one Sampangi
- a peon attached to the office of the Deputy Tahsildar and Second-
- class Magistrate of Pennagaram, without stating the purpose in the
telegram, and, on the peon’s appearance before him, asked him it he
took to his master, the said Deputy Tahsildar, a bribe of Rs. 100
entrusted to him by one Baoodeen Sahib, and on the man’s persistent
denial he was informed on the spot that he was a prisoner charged
with the abetment of the said bribery under section 164#Indian
Penal Code, and remanded to jail ? ST

(6) Whether itisa fact that it was some time before the Magistrate dis-
covered that an offence under section 164, Indian Penal Code, is a
bailable {cimg, and that, on this discovery, Mr. Thornton ordered the
peon to find two sureties of Rs. 500, each, besides hi .y
ance of Rs. 5007 % ? 18 OWN recogniz

(¢) Whether it is a fact that this peon was then 6ver 40 miles b ing
road from his native place of Pennagaram; that, b:ingy:;gcligzg
ordered to appear before Mr. Thornton without being previously in-

formed why, he was unable to find the required security on the spot ? -

QUESTIONS.

(d) What is the length of time during which he wasi kept in custody for

want of security ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that this man has been subsequently discharged

by Mr. Thornton himself for want of evidence ?

(f) Whether it is a fact that Mr. Thornton sent round a notice to be pro-
claimed by beat of tom-tom in Pennagaram and in several other
places within the jurisdiction of the said Deputy Tahsildar and
Second-class Magistrate that persons having complaints to make
against that officer might come and prefer them to him ?,

(9) Whether it is a fact that he had ordered about 150 village officers to
appear before him and questioned them all whether or not they had
given bribes and supplies to the said Deputy Tahsildar and Second-

. class Magistrate ?
If the Ggvernment has no information on the subject, will it be pleased
* to direct an inquiry into these matters and place the papers relating
~ to the same on the table ? "]

The Howble My. Bliss :— : .

L (1) and (2) The only answer the Government can give to these questions
is that it has made full inquiry into the matters referred to and has

passed such orders as seemed necessary.

The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :— » _
I. {3) Clause (c) of question No. IV on the agenda paper for the Meeting of

Ky

the Council on the 9th February 1897—

[« IV. * (a) Whetherit s a fact that Mr. K, Krishnan Nair, 5.a., B.0.E., Whose
term of office as member of the Calicut Taluk Board expired last year,
was asked if he was willing to be re-appointed and had given his
consent ? 7’ . . '

(b) Whether it is a fact that four or five others who also vacated office in

. "5 theitaluk beard along with him have been re-appointed ?
' (¢) Whata '
The Hon'ble My. Bliss > - - . L |
. 1. (8) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer to the same question at
L ‘the Meeting of the Council on the 9th February 1897. The Govern-
ment does not consider it necessary to call for the information.

re thio gireumstances under whidlk this gentleman was excluded ? "]

- ’ﬂé Hon’ble €. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :~~ ,

1. (4) Question No. VI on the agenda paper for the Meeting of the Council

~ on the 9th February 1897— \ o

N - [{"VI “Will the Government be pleased to state— S
""" ((8) Whether it is a fact that there is an order of the District Magistrate
© . ofSalem impressing upon the Deputy Magistrates and Sub-Magis-
., Ttrates of the district that it is ppart of their duty to wait upon the
- . Superinfendent of Police when he goes to their divisions?. =

" # Kote.—Clauaos (a) and (#), also have been printed o ronder slause (s) intelligible: -
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; . .
(6) Whether the statement made in the Madras Standard cf the 8th May
1896 that the following circular of the District Magistrate of Malabar-
appeared in the Malabar District Gazette of 18th March 1892 is
true ? '
¢ The Sub-Magistrates are informed that it 1s part of their duty to wait on
the Superintendent of Police when he arrives at their head-quarters
and to give all information and assistance in their power.’

(¢) Whether similar orders of District Magistrates are in force in other
districts and whether there are directions issued by the District
Magistrates as to the way in which the Subordinate Magistracy
ought to address Superintendents of Police as if these latter officers
were their (Subordinate Magistrates) official superiors ?

(d) Whether in view of the feeling that widely, prevails that such orders
and circulars were intended to bring the Magistracy #nto subordination
to the Police, the Government would direct the withdrawal thereof ?

(¢) Whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to a series of
articles on the vagaries of the Mufussal Police that appeared in the
Madras Standard'in its issues of the 30th and 31st December 1896
and 3rd January 1897 ?

(f) Whether it is a fact that the Head Assistant Magistrate of Penukonda
has stated, ¢at present the Police Inspectors are mnot only allowed
with impunity but are encouraged to bring up the gravest possible
charges against the Subordinate Magistrates though there is not an
‘atom of truth or probability in them.” Whether the Government is
aware that there is a growing feeling of alarm and anxiety that what
the Head Assistant Magistrate of Penukonda has said is true of the
Police throughoyt the Presidency ? 7] ‘ I

The Hon’ble Mr. Bliss :— “ ‘ A

1. (4) The Hon’ble Member 1s referred to the answer given to his question
No. VI at the Meeting of the Council on the 9th February last to
which the Government has nothing to add. ' ,'

The Hon’ble . VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :— ,

1. (5) Question No. X on the agenda paper for the Meeting of the Council on
the 9th February 1897— ,

[« X. Will the Government be pleased to state—

(#) Whether it is a fact that Mr. E, H. O. Sewell, Inspector of 1t and
" Abkéri Revenue, Rénipettai Circle, North Arcot district, while on
a shooting excursion on the 19th December last; ordered one Abdul
. Khader, a Salt and Abkéri peon under his orders, to swim to a tree
in‘the middle of a tank and pick ap for him from its branches a

bird he had shot ? o Co

(6) Whether it isa fact that this peon met his death while carrying out. .

this order? ‘-

(c) What were the full cirournstances which brought about his death ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that Abdul Khader was an indifferent swimmer and.

that he stuck'to the tree long and cried for help before he died ?

QUESTIONS.

, v
~ (¢) Who were the other persons that were with Mr. S8owel!? How far is the
~* tank from the nearest village and what was the help which Mr.
Sewell rendered or endeavoured to render to Abdul Khader when it
was found he was urfble to swim back and struggling for life ?
(f) When and what was the information which Mr. Sewell sent of this
. ocourrence to the Magistrate ? . v '
€y Whethgx?' any Magistrate held any inquiry touching the death of this
' _ (k) Whether it is a fact that no post-mortem examination was held ?
(¢) Whether this man was also.in the enjoyment of & military pension? _
. Whether Mr. Sewell bas made any provision for the widow and son
_ of this peon ? If not, whether the Government would direct him to

N, : k_? gsuitable‘provision for them ?. . | i
-+ {7) What notige has the Government tuken of the conduct of Mr. Sewell in
~_ connection herewith ? "] ' 1ot

<le¢¢ _E‘qza’;ble”').!lr.;BZ‘is‘a S L :

- 1.°(6) .The Government has no knowledge of the matter and considers that it
is unnecessary to call for any information regarding it. It appears to
~ have been an unfortunate accident and any enquiry as to the circum-
- stances should be undertaken in the ordinary course of law. There is
- . . pothing: before Government. to show, the need for any special action on
Mepart eI S e A it sy
‘The Hon'bld'C, ViravsRacHAVACAARIAR := "

II. -Will the Glovernment be pleased to lay on the ’?é;.ble papers showing the

Tatd

 “conditions on which the South Indian Railway Company manages the railway for the
. Ggvernment ? : ‘ '

Tha Howbl Colonel Camphelli— o

. II, The.contract, dated 24th November 1890, between the Secretary of State
. and the Bouth - Indian .Ba;lyaﬂ is, published s Appendix O to Part II
" of the Disestor-Garsral of Ralwaysr iliiinistration Reporbed 189091,

o B0 148, go'which the How'bleMomberisgfetred; -~ "

%8 Hontble sl ViathmabhivaoadRran— i

~ ‘,
S

' 1EL: (a) In the light of the facts obtained inthe trial of tha r

e

BYGTRL " BECRLLy
éxt

xiots case-and of the observations made by Mr. Hamnett; 1.C.8., in hi t, is the
GovéMuidnt in e pokition to-say what were the causes-of the;riotsandwhat steps does -

4t propose to take: to remedy th vanoes ; complained ilway workmen .
plea *inder the eiroum-

2T, - ‘
mue. further prosecutions for -
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The Hon’ble (% VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR ;—

IV. (a) What was the amount of the South Indian Raﬂway Fine Fund when '

the railway became the property of Governmeng and what is its present amount ?

(0) Is this fund Government property? If so, by whom has it been
administered since it hecame its property and for what purposes ¥

(¢) Is it a fact that nearly the whole of this fund has been madevup by fines
imposed upon the Indian subordinates of the Railway Company ? .

. (d) Is it afact that, out of this fund, recreation-rooms, at a cost of over
Rs. 75,000, are being constructed for the benefit of the officers of the company, to the
‘exclusion of its Indian officers ?

(e) Isita fact that out of this fund 4 large sum is proposed to be spent in
securing a good bungalow at Ootacamund or Coonoor for the benefi é&f the European
employés of the company ? 1f so, what is the sum proposed to b
it please lay on the table papers connected with the proposal. In view of the dlstress

in this Presidency and the present financial condition of the Government, will itsbe

pleased to cancel the proposal ?

(f) Will the Government be pleased to consider the undesma,bﬂlty of
allowing the European officers of this railway, who impose and collect the fines from
their Indian subordinates, to utilize the fund for fheir exclusive benefit and of
entrusting the entire management of this fund to Government officers and for purposes
connected with the general administration of the railway without regard to race
distinctions ? :

The Hon'ble Colonel C’ampbell S K o
IV. (a) Then Rs. 1,42,178 now Rs. 1,79, 714 BT v

(b) The fund is Government’ property Tt is' admmzstared by €he Sonth
- Indian ‘Bailway . Company subjeot to - 'the control jpf Government
“whose sanction must be specially sought and obtained When proposals

‘are made involving large expenditure or involving principles.

(¢) The majority of the Railway subordinates being natives of India it

follows that most of the fund has been realised from them.

() Recreation rooms to about the value of the sum stated arebeing provided
with the special sanction of Government, but they are for the benefit

* of all races alike. Membership for the purpose of the future upkeep - -
W of the rooms will be com; pulsory m the oase of Europeans ‘but

optional with natives of India.- - -~ " i
(e) It is proposed to providé a satitarium at Coonoor for Eﬁropea.n and

. Eurasian subordinates at a cost of Rs. 10,000 or Bs: 16,000 and also
"% reading-room for matives of India at Tnohlnopoly But theﬁ |

. ~proposals are not yet before. Government, - vy ¢

( f ) The Hon’ble Meﬂg;r hag' “beer mmilforme& 'l‘he fine fund is not .
- t of the Europeal officers’ of the Railway, but for,

“uged‘for the be
those ofthe- suhfdmatéﬁ-—-—Europehn, Eurasmn or Indian,” " -

The Hon’ble C. 'anmemuonmtw g

V. Is the Government awdre that the' fhlrd olaés resewed com] tments for,t,
women in the South Indian Baﬂway are narroWer than the other thlrd 688 comparts -

spent? . Will .

,QUESTIONS) -

ments of the same railway, and that, owmg to this fact and to the nature sand
posmon of the closets therein, such oompartments are uncomfortable and insanifary ?

lee Hon’ble Colonel Campbell ;om: =+ -

" V. The natare of the accommodation referred to is as good as is at present
practicable.- 'On'the South Indian as well as on ail other Indian Rail<
- ways the oomfort and convenience of native passéngers and especially
of native female passengers continues to receive the attention of the
- Government and such-accommodation 'is given as- the avallable rollmg
+ . stock -and the conditions generallv admit of

: The Hon’ble.C. Vnummmmcmmm —_— ".' '

$he.. ovemment be pleased to take ‘the. queshon of reorganizin the
‘whole 8y stem o?mnnagement of this railway so as to invite to its sem%e mong who

have rec ed hlgher education in this country and so as to reduce the cost of the
ma.nage R S
mﬁm’mm Bligg:<= ST
'VI It. 1s nq’é ofaoﬁ“ ;grgmmﬁ haé xiol ;ixtenuon of reorgamzmg ihe Sonth

- ‘y,‘,"servme u@h the, mes snggested by* t- ,'EIo ble




QUESTIONS.

. (%) and (c) The Government has received a memorial and a telegram in.
favour of the amalgamatlon and several telegrams against it,
with an intimation in many cases that memorials will fo]low

(d) The subject will be duly considered by Government.

The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :-—

VIII. In reference to the answer to my questxon No. IV, clause (f ), asked at
the last Meeting of the Council, whether the Government would consider the desir-
ability of appointing two- thirds of the members of the taluk Boards by election under
the provisions of the Madras Act V of 1884, will the Government be pleased to

state—
{a) Under ‘what circumstances the said promswns ‘weére mtroduced in the

Act by this Government ?
' () What are the grounds on which the Govemment hgﬁates to g1ve eﬂect
to these provisions ?
(¢) Whether it will carry out the objects of these pl'OVlSIOI]S by maklng
rules for election thereunder and introducing them tentatively at least in such taluk -
Boards as the Government might be pleased to seloct? o=

The How'ble Mr. Blzss —

VIIL (a) They were ' introduced to meet the case of taluks whmh should be
considered suﬁ"lclently advanced to exercise the privilege. :
(t) The Government does’ “not consider that the inhabitants of rural
tracts are yet sufficiently advanced to apprecmte and avall them-
selves of the elective. franchme RS s,
(o) In view of the answer ngen to (b) tlus questlon r.eqmres no answer.

The Hon’ble C. annmemvwmnmn S

1X. (a) Whether it is a fact that the Madras € Government had' recently sub-
mitted to the Government of India a scheme for the reorganisation’ oféthe Revente
" Survey Department ?

(5) Whether the Government of. India sent the scheme 'p&ok to the Madras
Government in view to its submitting & revised scheme ? .

(¢) What was the. scheme submitted by this Govefnment? Ts it & fact that
the Government: progosed to place eech d;strxct m oharge ol 8 graded :}:}ugopeenﬁ
officer ? Ry e
: . (d) Whether the Govarnment ot I.nd:a 1ﬁ‘send'mglu Yuaok:suggested that the'
- object. o the Glovernment might be attained by -increasing the, staff of "Deputy
Collectors and placing one Survey Deputy Colléstor in charge’ ot eoh distriot < And
on. g‘hat grounds did the Government of Indis base its. recommendafion ¥ . .
7" (e) Has the Government- ac ted the raeommendatlm‘oﬁ,athe Gevemmemt
of Imha 7. If notyi vghataweze the grounds for rehmngw aoceptib? . o e
: fLWlﬂ the GOVernment'be pleéietf to pla ‘thie eorrespondende:
;-elatmg to the subjedt? <+ &7 paigrrd
o X. Has the Govemme

and, if the matfer has ‘been dispbusd of; wﬁ{

it‘plaee thé paperg, t‘ke ff ble

!df‘lu-kf‘

&,

Q UESTIONS

'W111 the G&Vemment be pleased to state-— |

Departmeg:;)?the ,neeessaty for any reorganrsat{ep ‘of the Madras Revenne Survey

(b) whether the reorgamsatxon would increase, thp cost of the admxmstratlon

. ef the department and, if so, by how mue 2 year?

(¢) whit Woiﬂd be thé difference. in‘the cost Betweon th .
mended by the Government of Indm and proposed %y tlns G‘overnxi::azl:t:c?m‘i}?'3 recom

The an’ﬁle Mrﬁ'Stokee‘ SR A it e B 0 g

. IX and X. The. reorgamsatmn of the Surve e - .
sub;eet of recent correspondence with the’ éﬁewﬁﬁ £ t:rnlﬁed ettEfl

nnder. gonszderauon “The Government is riof pr ea at lay
the paf ; o1l the table and regrets that; for tﬁeegra:s i Eafmotr efu‘ﬁgms
the I{gn ble Member with any mrther mformatwn on t eﬁhb]e?st‘ YLt

i

The Hnn’ble C: Vlumammvwmnm — ,,; SR

. Xlg Is it & fact that areas closed to : oiosttands
grazmg in reserved ior 1
_side of railways are excessive in comparison with such closed-areas zfn ot}la‘;'dieg:}ég
i;}x;est lands, and are very inadequate to meet the requirements of the ry ts ? It' go,
3 at'are the spéeial we for adOptmgf thls pohey near & raﬂways ? £ K '

Sk 'i"i(w £

e e reserve e h ﬁg' o
,thq,exﬁen(fm slich ndé oséd to graz]ng (1 énuxﬁbef oF éaftl h ilway,
theend of the last offi ; e, shoep and goats at -
reserved for, es?: 1:3 d:‘? cial year, of the vﬂlages dependmg f°1‘ grazmg purposes on such.




QUESTIONS.

iy

The Hon'ble My, Grose :— )

XI1. 1t is & fact that in 1895 the Governmant resolved to 4dopt uniform rates
of grazing fees in modification of the orders issued in 1890 directing the
levy.of differential rates which had been given effect to in a fow districts

* only. The rates adopted are ordinarily three-fourths of the maxima
prescribed in 1890, which it may be mentioned were practically
identical with the fees which in another province the Government of
India described as ¢ almost nominal.”

' The decision of Government was arrived at after prolonged conslderatlon
and reference to all Collectors, and the reasons for it will be found in
G.0., No. 558, dated 14th August 1695, which was laid on the Editors’
table Havmg regard to the results of past experience, the Govern-
ment is not propared to revive the distinction which it was previously
att®mpted to draw between privileged and unprivileged cattle. 'When

~ the order prescribing uniform rates was passed, it was stated that the
new scale need not be introduced into districts such as Kistna and .
Cuddapah, where the maximum fee was already being charged and
collected without difficulty. The Board reports that full rates had also
been charged in Trichinopoly and Tanjore, and that with respect to
foreign cattle only full rates are now charged in South Arcot and
double rates in the Nilgiris. The rate in Cuddapah was reduced to tho
three-fourth rate last year on the recommendation of the Conservator
supported by the Collector and the Board of LRevenue.

The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR:— . . ‘

XTII. In regerd to the concession, allowed to the ryots, of entﬁmgr wood for v

gricultural imple x%g #)re;o of eb,arge, from, the ¢ unelagsified trgoim 4 in vnreserved .
£orest ‘lands, w 6 Wgovernment be pleasod to. abolish ‘the. distinction between
. olasslﬁed ” and “ unclassnﬁed ” treés, in 80 far as unreserved lands.are concerned, in
view of the fact that the ryot is hardly ‘able to distinguish the one kind from the other,
# that the distinction varies from time to time, and wood sufficient in quantlty and

suitable for agricultural implements are not always and everywhere to be had from the .

“ unelasmﬁed » {rees in unreserved lands ?

" The How'dle Mr. Groge:—— 8o o i byt
XIIL. The @bvernment: oonmders that, in the ‘trud mtereets of the geo Ie iti u
*+* necessaty to place some’ restrlctlon‘”’ oti'thd!Felli: ﬂg ‘o8 *Val eeb on,
- unreserveéd: lands. . “The list of o ified ] :
0 s “"a somewhat long ond, btﬁ; the n vﬁ‘ﬁb
L e rarely large, and & yal
, ﬁ"to the ryofs. Though ﬂle dis tincﬁﬁp)@g 68" VAry
LR 'tgted inthe questxon changes are, very rape " A revision"
“'of H;el g necossitated by dxa ooncesgionoa} ded to in the question is-,
‘now undét ‘the consxderauon of Govérn eg,t,.and w’hen the revised hsta
‘have been pubhshed it is imptobabile ill be*
“ootne.

mado for‘maﬁ

e

h




Q 7ESTIONS.

bis knowledge. The section is necessary obviously for the protection
_ of forest revenue and produce. . . o ‘ -
The provisions of the section do not appear to be  merely enabling ¥’
and the Government is not prepared to issue instructions to the magis-
tracy in the sense suggested in the guestion.  Such. instructions
would be illegal. - ' e '

The Hon'ble C. V1JAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :— SR
XV. Will the Government be pleased to state— RN o
' (a) How many hours Mr.R. A/ Nelson, Principal of the Law College
Madras, is, according to his contract, bound to devote for delivering lectures in th
college— (1) in the week, (2) during the spring term, (3) during the autunmn term
respectively ? B ‘ ' ST _
() Whether during the years 1895 and 1896 he delivered lectures in thi
classes for the full ¢ontract time, and if not, what are the reasons? o
. () Whether, if the Government has no information .on the subject; it wil
" call forjit:and place the papers on the table ? R e
The Hon’ble Dr. Duncan :— ; C e
XV. (a), (8), (c). In the agreement entered into by Mr. Nelson “with th
- Secretary of State, no reference is made to the number of lectures t
be delivered by him either in the week or in the term.- ’

vvvvv

P

The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR i~ R
" XVI. (a) Whether it is a fact that natives of In ia ire ‘gt allowed to compet

X : (218

for appointments in thé" Militaby " Assietant’ Sirgsons "Biaiioh of the Indian Sut
ordinate Modical Deplrimént, Midras’ Cominsdd,"&ind’ if 86, of Mhat gronnds are the

o

excluded ? L S S : = SR .
" Is it & fact that the higher commissionéd ranks ave open fo them?. &
(6) What educationsl qualifica ions are required of candidates for the abov
appolntmenta® 0 r oo oo miipnal o SUR
;" 7" (¢) Isit a fact that the regulations made by the Géverniment regtire: i

Hospital Assistant (Military) pupils to pass the compulsory subjeots ‘of “the" Uppes -

. Secondary - examination or the Matriculation examination and thatithe candidates for -
the higher branch of the service, namely, the Military Assistant, Burgeons, who ghowld *
.. be Europeans or @mii%hﬁ»@%ed,gp‘)‘,? hemagggd;pl’e‘ 2 :I.pr?;;;.yhat;}ség 9.1'9@50_1‘791'{‘5"
* this distinction ?” Wil 3t abolish this distinctio g . 1hd (doygrnimen ?b?pl,eﬁ d
" to, consider, the, deirability. of admitfing Indjane (q, T

PR
3 Lo

it

The Hon'ble Mr. Pricg:— " .
. XVI (a) The question asked.in (a) by the Hon'ble.
B R ; not within the control of the Governor

G annot. be answered. ..~
e - Hon’ble; Aetuber is 128
. f:. v |4 ) 3 ; .

o Burgdond ! reftény’
- Governor in Conn




QUESTIONS,

(6) Considering these facts, will the Governmeut be plea,sed to state thei‘;;
cireumstances under which all the high offices in the district have for years past been
filled by persons of other communities than Muhammadans ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Price :— ,
XX. (2) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the Census Report
(6) If the Hon’ble Member will put the question. agam, statmg what the
. facts to which he makes allusion are and what he: means exactly
. by thh offices, it will be replied to. -, = 3
- The Hon'’ble MuBAMMAD SHARTF Kuax BaHADUR i~ )
XXI. (a) Wilk ‘the Government be pleased to place on the. table G. 0., No. 243
Marine, dated 8th April 1896—subject.¢ light houses’ ? =
(6) Has the Government sanctioned 4 scheme framed by Mr, F W. AShpltel
Executive Engineer, Light House Division, and the President of the Eurasian and
Anglo-Indian Association -excluding all natives from holding higher appointments in
nght House establishments and reservmg them for Luraslans a.nd. Anglo-Indxans ?

" The Howble Colonel Uampbell — ‘;f‘f B

XXI. (4). The oxder in question has. already heen p]aced at the d1sposa1 of the
Press [vide Fort St. Georgé Gazeite of the 28th July 1898, Part I,

page 9057]. The number is 245 and not 243.
() G.0., No. z45 Marine, dated 8th April 1898, referred to in the
precedmg answer, containg the orders of Government on -the
. scheme,jp question., -There  is nothmg 1n those go‘);ders to bar the

S employment of d,uly quahﬁed natlves = ,

Tha Hon’ble MUHAMM’, AD S,

LXXIL Consldermg that hidts

.Presxdency has: abnormally increasedy. dops. tﬁe deernm ot or \Celm; ?ﬂ g s
late making a proper distribution of wor {for these Courts? Tf so, when ii I hkely

0. come on ? . T

The Hon’ble Mr Blws —

XXIIL. Fhe Govérament s uot oontemplaﬁng any | aneh redlsﬁnbutl 3,
© faras the Government is awa.re; g theHigh: £

.;.»“V‘, ?vf’f«i\

7 r%m gqf Bkl
i &

“ .;ft t xte‘ Bsirlte w?ére;;*,
é‘f&m{wo

;o ("> If'“ ﬂ“’f mepitsaid ‘st Hd:1a s
 Modrass wiro dus toho spethyofitho shudepte, howi it i miny Mokdmalas
* students haver paased out ﬁ'ong; @"@Qm,;md abo f&‘ﬂlﬂ m‘_m o r’“ﬁaﬂ

 Mr.d oyes’ tmtwn? o



QUESTIONS.

(8) Is tne service now made geueral, and if so, w-‘hai: are the reasong.‘féf th;,
-

change ?

« () Willit not be desirable to adopt a s1m11ar proeedure as regards Tahsﬂ«

dars end Deputy Tahsildars for the same reasons ? '
The Hon'ble My, Price :—

ﬁ,_.ka»‘,' AV
XXV (a) Yes | : R “e,“'!v,“.‘ A kR "';l

(b) Yes; the change was introduced as it was eonsldered t'haﬁ 1 would

conduce-to the efficiency of the Police force.

(¢) No. The proposal for a general grading of all the Tabsildare' in the-
Presidency was carefully consndered by Gove);nment m 1892 and ’

abandoned. , TR
The Hon’ble MUEAMMAD SHARIP KHAN BAHAD'UB _— e

XXVI. Will the Government be pleased to transfer the Gourt of the Clnef ‘

Prosidency Magistrate to Black Town as the work there is of a- more important and
complicated nature than in Egmore, the former. being. the: busmess centre of merow

&

The Hon'ble Mr: Bligg sema = 0 - 1o oo

XXVI. The Government has no preaent intention of transfemﬂg the C'hnef
Presidency Magistrate’s Court to Black Town. L

tile and naval firms and of various-influential communities ? - e ::,'; S

The Hon’ble MUHAMMAD SHARIF Kuan BaHADUR :—

XXVIL (a) Has the attention of the Government been driwn to & corre-
spondence reported in the, Muhammadan, dated 28th-Decomber. 1806, umler t‘h&headmg

“ Qur Bub-Collector and his hegoic. deeds,” and': atethe faeftsrstated th erem true ?

v ot ei(s) Teiitia faotuthab M AL /Clivtiddr: Dnty
batore, struck his Mubammadan head-clerk in the: laee, bed

erfttisl th o latter i tmgy
tonchedtbgn'de}nlgﬂhagdwgmvmmwﬁo&b i “,;fh 6] ﬁd;\‘ivhat notice Was .

- taken. of such conduct by the D1strwb Qolleotormhenr'the 'mtt‘lm'was repo:-ted to hxm ?

S.H

¢ . Ma

QUESTIONS.

The Hon’bls MUHACMMAD Saartr KHAN BAHADUR :-—

XXIX. Beating in view the information elicited at the last meeting of the
council regarding the appointments-of Vernacular Translators to Government, will the
Government be pleased to confer the Hindustani Translatorship on a qualified Muham-
madan, seeing that all other similar appointments are held by native gentlemen ?

The Honw'ble Mr. Price :—

. XXIX. The post of Hindustani Translator to Government is not vacant ; when
it becomes so the claims of all candidates for it will be conﬂdered

The Hon’ble MuBANMAD Snmnr Kuax BaHADUR :—

XXX, (a) Will the ‘Government be pleased to state what neeesmty exists for
the oﬂice of the Paymaster, Carcatic Stipends, being maintained separately at much
expense to Government: instéad of bemg amalgamated W1th the Aeoonnmnt-General’s
or Collector’s office;, Mudras?...

. -(b):Is the Government aware that for a lono tlme past thxs oﬂice has been
in. unfavourable: evidence ' before the public as regards the conduct of some of 1ts
subordinates which resulted in police enquiries being held ?

(¢) If, in the opinion of the Government, the office must continue separately
2 heretofore, W111 the Government be pleased go to reorganize the establishment as to,
reriove the cause fof present grievance in, the o mumty and furt.her to. nominate an
officer as: {’aymaster Who can depend on his own ment and see t_hmgs for hm;self ?

AT PR ‘, Eai A % rf,ﬂf‘m; H

wa Ho",bze qu -PHCG ey 5 lvvv L TE 7'? Ea

)
oy SR e

. e XXX (a) The dutles of the: Puymaster, Carnatle Snpends, some of which'are
< .- of a-very special character, are not such that they could be:per-
form by either the Aceountant-General or the (‘olleetor of

(b) The Government i8 not aware of. anything sueh as alleged in the
- question. - Two inquiries have been' held by the Police into” the
mct otﬁmiox%%ers Ottltthe'om“—Q£'°i gg mp ;'.p;.e first of »

~wag in 1500 ‘on the complaint of the Py 0
# ‘@Wﬁf’fﬁéﬁ%’@f o 1iqtI6e"o it
srowhos Thalt Gould be” fotnd? " seuéﬁﬂ occasion vras"m 1894 o
w» when' one” Ahméd ‘Muhideon Khan Bahadtr préferred a series of
. ioharges. against ‘the:: Manager:of the office who was honourably -
acquitted and who subsequeat}y proseon“ted A.’ . Muhideen |
Bahadar to conmetlon 101' defamat;on. . ;; STt {r e

f&ﬁm t ‘P}eabédf ‘lo Bth‘fé fhﬁ' q’ircu st
4 underthe’ Aot ins‘tegd of;by private




QUESTIONS.

(¢) Considering that the construction of a building for the Madrasa has
been delayed for the past five or six years for want of a site, cannot a similar procedure
be adopted under the Act to secure a proper site for it ? :

The How'ble Mr. Grose :—
XXXI. («) Yes.

(%) The land is trust property and in order to perfect the title it was

ieemed desirable to acquire the land under the Land Acquisition

ct. ~ :

(¢) The question is still under the consideration of Government, but
there are financial difficulties. ~

The Hon’blé MuHaMMAD SHARIF KHAN BAHADUR : — .

XXXII. (2) Has the Educational department erperienced any' difficulty. in
getting a sufficient number of students for the Agricultural and Teachers’ Colleges ?

" (b) Considering that these institutions are at present located in an outlying
place, will the Government be pleased to remove them to a central quarter in Madras so
as to be easily accessible to the large head-quarter population ? i
*(¢) Cannot agricultural expgriments be usefully made in the People’s Park,
seeing that it is in the heart of the gv}vn and daily resorted to by a large number of

visitors ?

(d) Will there be any opj'éétion to make agriculture an optional subject
g)rnthe B.A. degree and amalgamate the Agricultural College with the Presidency
ollege ? . _ :

The Hon’ble Dr. Duncan :~— ‘ : : ‘
XXXI1I. (a) There is no difficulty in getting & sufficient number of students

for the Agricultural College, except that the two scholarships

© sef apart for' Muhammadans are s%uom appropriated. As for

the Tea¢hers’ ('ollege, the number of applicants is far in excess

.. of the number that can be admitted—sometimes twice as many,
(6) No. The Teachers’ College was formerly situated in Madras and

was removed to Saidapet for reasons which at that time were

deemed sufficient. The prosperous condition of the institution -

since its removal to Saidapet <has fully justified the step.

Three training schools—branches of the Teachers’ College—are -

maintained by Government within the mumclpahtK of Madras,

The. Teachers’ Collegs is an institution established for the

’ training of teachers from all parts of the Presidency,: except
the Ceded Districts arid the Northern Cirears, and:not for:the

special benefit of teachers at the hepd-quarters of Goyernment.

The Government,is not prepared. tq . take“ghp ;.r_et‘rggﬂ&e step of

~ removing the College of Agricultute to- Madras, the most

& important or practical part of the work ef the college could not

e carried on there for want-of a farm. ' v

“r) The People’s Park is not & suitable locality in which.to conduet

agricultural experitients; nor is it the property of Govern-

(d) With regard to the first part of the questjon the Hon’ble Member

part has already been answered in the negative,

*

s - e Hop'Hle 0. Viafuthindiil Memasrmants. -
Lt XXXY. Will the Governmigt be pleased to ordeér

should address the Registrar of the University.. The sccond

QUESTIONS.

The Hon'tle MUBAMMAD SHARIF KuaNy BaHADUR :(— ) |
XX XIH. Considering the great inconvenience caused to parties by the location
of the District Court at Chingleput, which is not a central station, will the Government
be pleased to remove it to Saidapet, which is the ‘head-quarters of the Collector of the
$istrict, and make use of the Agricultural College building for the Court, in case
of the amalgamation of the college with the Presidency College being decided upon ?
..The Hm'ble Mr. Price:— L

XXXIII. Thero is no present intention of moving the District and Sessions
E - Court at. Chingleput to Saidapet.

The Hon’ble C. JaMBULINGAM MUDALIVAR :— - . |
M  XXXIV. (¢) What is the average-amount per head earned by famine-workers
- in each of the districts where rolief works are in progress in the months of January,
Fobruary and Mareh 18977 . 7, o5t
'+ =< (by:Are shch amounts sufficient according to medical opinion to sustdin the
~~workers in a state ¢f health and efficiency ? : :
- . The Ho'ble Mr. Stokes:— "~ =, e
., XXXIV. (a) The average amount pe#. head earned by famine-workers in each
: of the distriets where relief works are in progress in the
..~ months of January, February and March 1897 eannot be given.
.. ., :.To obtain the figuresiwould require the employment of a large
77 establishment and a prolonged series of caleulations, <’ i
) (8) In the opinion of the Sanitary Commissioner, wages A-and B
. : provide a dist sufficient to buoy the spopulatiop \over a period
C " not exceeding three months. He considers them to be
insufficient to preserve the population in strength and health
_«for a longer period, owing to absence of sufficient provision for ,

-

L vegetable salts, The C wage he considers sufficient for

B et s untasked labour, and the D wage for temporary pensl diet.

"1 sy . .5 The Goyernment of India is being addressed on the subject.

;¢4 e Mesnwhile. qrders have been, issued to place all able-bodied
labourer stﬂﬂm A, QF,BY}W}:‘?’QQWOQH Y, from whom but a

LT I T
e :

overnmis ¢t the reduction of the tasks

" wherever.the quantity prescribed at, present is to6 high'to enable the famine-workers

o The Honble-Mi Stoken = it s BT o
2 RS Ondénd: hive Bien Haued o' ‘ndapt 'the) ks to tho capacity of the -
T T yorkers 86 a8 fo eiidble the Tath ﬁa.rn the full wage of the class. -

" th earn amounts sufficient for their maintensncg in health and strength ¥ . -




QUESTIONS.

(6) Will the Government be pleased to sta
for weavers’ relief ia the aforementioned taluks,

The How'ble My Stokes :-——

- XXXVL (a) Yes. In hisfortnightly narrative fo
SR the Collector o
Proddatur and

the near future,

(8) The Collector has alread

sional-officers for the relief of weavers in these two taluks,

The Hon’ble C. JAMBULINGAM MUDALIYAR :——

XXXVII. (a) Will the Governmient be pleased to state if it is a fact tha 80

forest reserves were ordered to be opened- for free grazing of cattle in the aﬂ’ectlﬁ
tracts of the Presidency at the comme

ncement of the distress; and that all such reserves
have been closed for free grazing after the rains of November 1896 ?

(6) Whether in the affected tracts of the Presidency the rains in November
have not been too seanty to improve the prospects therein ? o
(¢) Will the Government be pleased to order, at an early date, the re-open-

ing of suitable forest reserves in all the ifected distriots for free grazing with a view
to save the cattle, as required in rule No. 189-of the Madras Famine Code ?
- The Howble Mr. Grose :m - o

XXXVIL (a) On the 8th November last, the Collector of 'Cxllddapahv ofdéred

certain reserves in his district to be thrown open to free
grazing, but cancelled his order six days later, on learning
from the Conservator that no such order could -be issued
- without the: sanetion of the Board: of . Revenue, ‘ahd on the
«126th, November he-reported: that he:was making inquiries
o+ v l.ow-the lines. indicated by the:Consérvetor and the Board,
i o o and'would. submity a:further-communioation if any action wag
necessary - towards allowing free: grazing in any part of the
- distriot, - No such communication has as yet been received
by the Board. 8o far as the Board is-aware, Cuddapah is
the only district in which reserves once opened ware closed,
and the closure was not on accoudt of the

) he November. rains.
(6) Experience has shown that the rains in’ November wers not

- sufficient to avert distrgss in the Devoar distriéts. There -
.7 'wes much sowing undefthoss rAink'in the'affebted distriots,
- but the"crops’ generally failéd. " Prospeats wers 6™ far inms .

proved that the withered crops .hm.‘,yli;l}kd»s»fodd'er,mnd
s o, Dasture and water-supply were temporarily, impre
... [(e) Onthe 27th Gétbbér_las%‘f the ,Boaxj:d%}j Reyenue ca

as in the J ammalamadugu taluk ?

ber last, the B fvlg%'&nthe
" . Colléctors of affected’ distriets to report whether any relief
S T{;'_,‘c'ould, be.afforded by opening’ tgdgmnn¥ fcg'gqt reserves which
L=, Were then closed, . or by admitting ca ﬂe}{qlther free or at
o Yeduced rates of grasing. fees, and instractions were at the *
0 same’timds fssyed that no.me e question of loss of grazing
. revenup slioyld’ be regarded as s _bar to concessions which
would be likely to havea beneficial effects  On consideration
of the reports “received, ‘orders were issued sanctioning the

rt, at an varly date, the schéme

r the latter half of February,
f Cuddapah reported that the weavers 1n
Pulivendla taluks were likely to need help in

y called for proposals from his Divi-

e the Howbla Membor, "~ T2
»;‘J;;;‘{.?k -l,,.'-}&'—:rﬁ»ﬁrggﬁnggi;%géﬁ;:ﬁ g&v AR N L

QUESTIONS,

ertain nt of cios srves, which pre-
! i f a certain number of .cngsed reserves, !
‘ gfnniﬁf‘y OCollectbrs have not ;gaﬁn cl(l)lsed:; t:gewzzi:z?;ri
isti tes in cases in which such a
?rfef;:inﬁ? lr:cal officers, and the throwing open of ll;eselzzsl
‘to the free cutting of grass at the discretion of the oce
officers. - It was not considered advisable lt;o.ope}:hs;;yi le'ex rves
o ° . . N . emg
for free grazing, one of the main reasons oing that in almost
ves in question grazing permits ha n iss|
' 'ia‘}xlrf&;l;.::s,l‘ which ?n a season flllll];le the px::sen(t,:,f wttla:': ;zs?:vnei
cdses 1 than up to the - capacity rvee
2!(1):190801‘2:(;,9 and in such cases the throwing open. of %eerzf
gerves to free grazing would ,hgyevt,ep,ded._to atil:wdwztve o
valuable cattle in fayour of apimals, which. had :j::{re begn -
" considered worth paying for, Some 109a!v.oﬁs;er?1; ave ik
" inated an intention to. eongiden_thg quesﬁ:::x;g x; ug:lmlﬁt :z,‘
- \),‘:l‘ )_'n",,;j", e < . R ) , v.' Orce ' ’
L eaging after the permits:now - In re e ‘
B %:::heg representations have as yet beex; rgqexved. No
 further grders seem at present to be called or‘.';

" The Hon’ble C. Jaupvrivaan MuDaLITagg—

XXXVIIL In view to the great hardship caused by the unfavourable season

istric ill .the Government be
can and the Northern districts, wili -the (x0V .
o thed%eoplfiegfaﬁhficill)i?es to be afforded by the Forest-oﬁicerstc;. Pq??e‘l'iel‘ }::el:‘lunl%
e praduus, wtilizablé' s human food, ' foreet ‘résarves, as’ fequired 3
" No. T4¥, Chapter Xof tho Madras Famine Codo ? |

" The Hon'ble Mr, Slokes :—

. XXXVIIL As section 141 of the Fumine Code contains a specific direction to -

i ts, and
istri - who are the Collectors’ Assistants,
31%:::2:1‘;1::: %ﬁai: esr:;ne‘ time ago ox:dere(é that ﬁmm%lei :rgsp:?)z
RSN t reserve should not be considered an o: ’eric X
p N l,‘ 0} ewekingfooéin,a.m' _me; . No case o o
" seonelobwpeoisl brdn&«mthtaggétgm to%'themtioix has asy ,

7700Mme wider-potide.: » aF Fvis gt vdl -
: "T‘;‘-'f"":‘; T (& S «;;—4. .' :“ LN ..~,-:;, . s ) . o -
“Tilg HBHNE G, Thububiioin Mopartiar:=. . ... - issions in all cases
XXX Will the Government bo pleweed fo RO T % oo wiidling or
tote). failure, of crops, and in cases Where the yield bag AdmIHAcY |

or, in consideration.of the general distress mth”ﬁecwdwmm L
e Hon'ble Me Stokavi==i -
XXXIX. UndeF Standing Ofdér'No. 28 of tho

iy i

: g} Refenue, the granting
o Board of Revenue can . -

5t °3tv e 1ans 1 1 X ‘Ptﬁ; Y »\:}Qh‘ e’ . cases .
i*”‘g{ipoé&?g’; Tﬁengfﬁf@ of R VQWE"“EDM for, andcme GpoFs
ié\g ye& Feparte, and will degf ¥Wﬁh: ®, ma.ttg , Hon'ble enxn)eber
SnS\L6 wubient wire pinced st the. disposal of the Hon'blo: 1897, -
His mitier will b dealt with 'on the lines laid ‘down in B.P.
o i quted" §1d Pobruary 16

1897, of  whigh 8 oopy



QUESTIONS.

The Hon’ble C. JaMBULINGAM MUDALIVAR :— ; .,
XL.*(a) Will the Government be pleased to state. 1f orders have been lssued
by the Government or the Board of Revenue to make a fieldwar mspechon in the
affected tracts, to ascertain the extent of failure of crops therein ?

(4) Will the Government be pleased to state in what distriots of the affected
‘area a complete fieldwar inspection has already been made, and in what district such
steps have not been undertaken ?

(¢) Will the Government be pleased to grant. remissions tractwar instead
-of fieldwar in districts where fieldwar azmaish has not been already made, in' view to
the facts that the superior officers of the Revenue Department, such as Tahsildars and
D1v1smnal-oiﬁcers, have from time to time ascertamed the condition of crops from
general inspections during their tours and that it is generally 1mpos51ble to undertake

such inspection now ? .

The Hon’ble Mr. Grose :—
XL. (8) Yes. The following order was issued on 6th November 1896 :—

(1) In view of the extremely unfayourable character of the season,
: Colleetors ‘of the Deccan, districts are requested to consider
whether in anyWhrt or parts of their districts it is advisable to
postpone the collection. of the revenue demand this year or even
to remit any portion of the dry assesement. Farly arrangements
should be made for careful and detailed inspection of the affected
tracts under section 18 of the Famine Code and proposals for
remissions or postponement. of revenu based on the personal
inspection of superior officers, 8 hould be drawn up. The con-
ditions prescribed’ in’ paragraph 4 6f'Slanding” Order No. 28
‘ - should be boine in mind in framing propossls for dry remissions.
s (2) In all ¢akes In which the grant of retissions miy: be' sondidered necessary
“'thé’' Collectors ard authorized to buspend the éollectx@n of 1he December
kist in anticipation of the orders of the Board,” ~* = v iy

(8) The Government is not able to state that a cgmplete Jieldwar inspec-
tion has already been made in any district, but tractiar ingpection
is being made, or has been made, in all dutncts. As in all years,
. the azmaieh of wet crops will be made fieldwar.

(c) Remlssions will be granted according to the usual rules. Wet fields

i will, agusual, be dealt with individeally ;: : dry fields, as usual, by
o ’, ~ traots.i Collectors of affected digtriéte have already been called on’
con e to submits proposa&e ‘for remission;on ‘dry -lands according to the
it - ugual method, v.e; {tractwar. A Al

The Hon'ble &, SimpoLivesu MUDAI.IYAR s e

‘ o8 owance is made Jor ve etables butter-
m11k axfllelll 1&? )th??:g;:: ?ﬁ?);efgc ttot};ﬁlgrenlf)ﬂ re]izei-WOrkers fed‘;’tgrehef-k’ltchens ?
() Whether, accordmg to medlcal opzmon, such provmon is necessary for
maintaiming the children in proper health? WAL
(¢) 1f 80, W111 the Goverhment be pleased to issue necessary ordegs on the

bgubject ?




QUESTIONS.

the years 1895 and 1896, and to what extent the allotments for ¢esult grants have been
curtailed in the said districts in the said years.

(b) Has not the utmost'margin of Local Fund revenues available for expen-
diture on primary education, consistently with the demands of other services, been
reached in the said districts.

(¢) In view to the great mecd and vast scope that exist in the backward
districts of the Deccan to extend primary education, will the Government be pleased to
order the payment of grants for the 3rd standard from Provincial revenues, thereby
releasing the funds available from Local Fund revenues, for development of primary

education up to the 2nd standard only.

The Hon'ble My, Bliss :—

XLIV. (¢) The information required by the Hon’ble Member can be
obtained from the Local Kund administration reports and
budgets of the districts referred to. The reports and budgets
have been placed on the Editors’ table.

(b) This is a matter of opinion. There is no fixed proportion of

local fund revenue laid down by Government as assignable

for primary education.

(-) Government has already given eubstantial relief to local funds
by provincializing the board training schoals ; and it cannot
afford the expenditure necessary to give effect to the Hon’ble
Member’s suggestion.

The Hon’ble K. KALYANASUNDARAM AIYAR :— ‘ ‘
XLV. (a) Is it true that Government ha§ sanctioned a rule made by the Madras
Taw College to the effect that students desirous of attending lectures ou subjeots
prescribed for the F.L. Examination will be admitted to the Law College only after
they pass the English and Science branches of the B.A. Degroe Examination? .
(b) Is not such a rule inconsistent with bye-law No. 178 of the University
which permits such students to attend the above lectures for two terms prior to
passing the B.A. Examination ?

(¢) Will the Government be pleased under the cirsumstances fo cancel the

Law College rule referred to in part (4) of this question ?

The Hon’ble Mr. Grose :—
XLY. (a) Yes.

(8) The rule is not considered inconsistent with the Bye-law. °
(¢) Clause (c) therefore requires no answer. R

The Hon’ble K. KALYANASUNDARAM AIYAR i—

XLVL (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the proceedings
of the Senate meeting held on the 25th March 1897 (published in'the Hindu newspaper
of the 26th idem) and to the following remarks said to have beefr made by the Vice-
Chancellor and by the Principal (Mr. Nelson) of the Law College subsequent to the

rejection by the Senate of cortain proposals of the Hon'’ble Mr. Justice Shephard in’

respect of the F.L. and the B.L: examinations P—

“The Vice-Chancellor—] hope that Nr. N elson would stick to hie rules.”
¢ Mr, Nelson—I would take care that every student,took four years and-

two months before going up for the (B.L.) examination.” .

e

QUESTIONS.

_ (b) Will Government be pleased to take steps to prevent effect being
given to the threat conveyed in Mr. Nelson’s remark ? L '
(¢) Will Government be further pleased to direct the Principal and the Council
of the Law Cpllege to frame rules in such a manner as- to enable a student, subject
ta the restrictions imposed by the Senate’s bye-laws; to finish his attendanoe at the

Law College within three years from the date of his joiningit? : - - '

" The Hon'ble Mr. Grosé i - T
XLVI. (a) No.
(6) This portion of the question requires no answer,

- (¢) No.. The rules of the Law College do not prevent d student from
- finishing his attendanee at the:Law: College within 3 years from

»

the date of his: joining:it.

Tho Hon'ble K. Katyanssowbarax Arnip:— |

% XLVIL (a) Will Government be pleased to state whethelr‘there is any objection

to the publication of the lectures delivered by the Professors and Lect
Law College to the students of that college ? y 703 and Lecturers of the
»- - () If there is none, will Government b ' i i iodi
giblcation? o 1o non ’-,-:...~'~ Jovernmel .;A.e‘ple‘ased to direct their penodlcgl
The Hon’ble Mr. Grose :— , , e )
~ XLVIL (q) and (5) The answer to both guestions 18 No7, 77T :
~ The Hon’ble P. RaNaayya NA&'UDU:-Q-; R e Lo
XLVIII. Will the Government be pleased to state'whether it is a fact that the’
Accountant-General of Madras compels all Municipalities and District Boards to get
anr it ting ,‘f?o\rk?‘ ‘fiong in the Lawrence Asyium Press, Madras ? 1f so, why?
The Hon'ble Mr. Price :—~ R | '
+ XLV IJL-For: seasons ot uriiformityitid-destionty, the Govément decided in
¥ 71891 that the- foregs st truniuipal Tadeotnts ¥H8aIE Pe pilited in'
some central press under the Accountant-Gegeralls s;;pem;isiqn and,
supplied to all Municipal Councils on indent. The, s'el’éci;i,oﬁ of the
press to be employed for the purpose was left to' the' discrétion of.
. - the. Accountant-Genepal -who: chose for -the Munic¢ipal work the
Lawrence -Asylum. Press .28 giving th¢ mast :gatisfactory terms.
And in 1894 similar arrangements were ’ogdegd .to be made as
. regards the forms of docounts #6qdired By the Local Boards, The
ot .o conteact for the Locel Fund ‘work 'has “heWever not yet ' beeg con:
— Y ::Pl!mﬂt‘é ; aarm,nge@m s R P

i
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‘ Will the Government be ploasodsto state the total nerensd ih i eipt sdie”
ture.on-the:salafies-of sdueational officers donsequant on the vebrgadismtion 'ncﬁpl?eing "

.. intyeduced into:that depertment, and' also” how'miuch ot this:iricréase i due to the

" .changes in the European Educational service and how'much'of it-is'due wq;hvtémge,

mtha Native service ? Will the Goverpment be pleased to state the lgghest salary



QUESTIONS.

it o
which a Native of India would get under the new scheme and how much he would have
got under the old scheme ? ’ _

The Hon’ble Mr. Grose :—

XLIX, The nltimate financial effect of the reorganization of the Fducational
services is a decrease of Rs. 8,356-10-8 a month in the European
service and an increase of Rs. 3,093-6-4 in the Provincial service,
or in the cases of the two services togeiher a decrease of Rupecs

" 263-5-4 a month.

The highest salary which a native of India will get under the new
scheme is Rs. 700 a month ; under the old scheme he might have
risen to Rs. 1,000, provided he succeeded in getting promotion to
the first class of the graded service, but no siich case ever ocourred.

The Hon'’ble P. Rancayya Nayupu :—

L. Will the Government be pleased to state what proportion of the grant
annually disbursed by Governmert on account of education is being appropriated for
the institutions under Christian Missionary management ; and will the Government be
pleased to state the figures for the last five years showing the sums appropriated to
Missionary and Non-Missionary institutions ?

The Hon’ble Mr. Grose :—

L. The returns prescribed by the Government of India do uot require expendi-
ture on mission and non-mission institutions to be distinguished, and
particulars are not, therefore, available to show the expenditure on
institutions under mission and non-mission management. Government
is not prepared to order that such returns should be prepared. S8chools
are aided impartially in accordance with the needs of the locality and
the efficiency of the institutiohs concerned, quite irrespective of the
1eligious creed of their managers. Itis a fundamental principle of the
Grant-in-Aid Code that aid is given for educational purposes solely.

%

Thé Hon’ble P. Rancayya Nayupp :—

LI. Will the Government be pleased to state under what circumstances Mr.
‘R. A. Nelson, the Principal of the Law College, is allowed to™ practise as a Barrister

while receiving his salary as Principal; and whether this concession to him is not -

opposed to the reasons for which a Barrister from England was appointed Principal ?

LII. Is the rule that “the Principal shall devote his whole. time to the work
of the College, and shall be debarred from pursuing his profession as a Barrister except
in copsulting. or chamber practice” still in force ? If nof, under what circumstance
was 1t modified or abrogated ? ’ PR

The Hon'ble Mr. Grose:— .= oo
LI and LIL On his re-engagement in May last the condition referred to in
question LII was modified, and Mr. Nelson was permitted to practice
in the Courts in Madras City on the understanding that such practice
should not in any way interfere with his performance of his duties as
Principal, and that if at any time it should appear to His Excellency
in Council that the ‘privilege does so interfere, if should be competent

QUESTIONS,

- to the-Government to withdraw the privilege and reqiﬁre him to restrict
himself to chamber practice.

- The answer to the latter part of|question LI is « No *'.
*

The Hon’ble P. Ranaayya NaYUDU :—

LIII. Is it a fact -that Mr. Nelson does not adhere to the rule of the Law
College that * the Principal shall devote not less than eight hours a week to lectures
and not less than seven hours a week to holding of classes”” and that he works only
five hours a week ? If so, will the Government be pleased to state whether Mr,
Nelson does so with its sanction ? A ' |

The How’ble Mr. Grose :~—

LIII. Mr. Nelson represented that he was unable to devote to lectures and
clusses the full time laid down in the rules, owing, among other
things, to want of accommodation. ‘The Government is aware of the
circumstance, and the subject will receive consideration as soon as

- the College enters on the occupation of the new buildings. .

The Hon'ble P. Rancayya Nayupu :—

- LIV. Will the Government be pleased to obtain information as to how many
years it was the practice in the Law class and in the Law College to admit students
who had applied for admission to the B.L. classas soon ‘as their B.A. éxamination
was over and before the results were published ? Is the same practice continued now
in the Law College? If not, when was it discontinued and did the Principal obtain
the previous sanction of Government for so changing the practice ?

v The Hon’ble Dr. Duncan:— .

LIV. Previously to 1889, when the Law course was a {wo years’ course,
,..students who had appeared for the B.A. examination were admitted
" “before the results'of that eia'iniﬁ’a"ﬁiaﬁ were kiown. 1f they failed.
'in the emamination the fep was refunded- and they left the law class.
~..-After the extension in January 1889 of the course to three years,.
"“two of which mifet be after passing the examination. for the degree
" of B.A., candidates for the B.A. degree examination continued to
be admitted before the B.A. results were published; and if they
failed to pass the complete examination they were allowed the option

of either leaving the College and claiming a refund of the fee, or of
continuing' in the College, running the.risk of failing again at the

. “B.A. examination and. thus : losing -the: whole of the first year’s
atten\dance at the Law College. Experience showed:.that: this

L4

. arrangement did not work well and led to the neglect of their law .

studies by the students during the first year of their eourse: ‘Oppor-
r tugity was, therefore, takenr.@%y.,, the -department and Government of
‘this:tevision of the College rules in 1895 to require that candidates
¥ for:adinission’ to the College shall have passed atleast in the English
- and Soieniod divisions of the B.A. degree exanrination.: The preparation

for the Sedond: Language division- of .the 13.A, examindtion-was not

oonsidered to be 5o -detrimental to.their:law studies a8 preparation



PETITIONS.
’
for the other two divisions. From Janua ' v189 " admissi
been regulated according to this rule. ry 1896 admissions have

»

The Hon’ble P. Rancayya NAYUDU :—

LV. Will the Government be pl i ‘

. L pleased to state whether it has veto

gﬁ;e(}a% r;e;zgglttu});;sp?s?d bg gle i?»(:;]ate of the Madras University ? Isv ?t fr(}x: It)h:t(:
i eferred final disposal of the resolution, recentl

meeting of the Senate, cancelling the compulsory attendance of studeitsf) %Zsiigagt i:

B.A. examiuation in 2 college for a further period of two terms and submitted by the -

Benate for the approval of Government, till ¢ i :
of the affiliated Colleges to the Unlirwlrilxl's’it; ? the Benate Sh:) uld dispose of the question

Will the Government be pleased to state whether it has fi ime withi

_ : xed any time with
y:li)lch 1the Senate should report upon this latter question ? 1f it has notydone solwilﬁ
1t be pleased to fix the period within which the report should be submitted ? ’

The How'ble Mr. Grose :—

LYV. The answer to the questions in the first . ‘
S aragraph is % Yes ”
the questions in the second paragraph ﬁ, « %08' ! es " and that to

ACTS ASSENTED TO BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.

The SecRETARY reported that the Bill to amend the Madras H redi ;

. 3 v » t
Offices Act, .1895, and the ]}111 to amend the Madras Distriot Muniigallitaig X&laﬁ‘#
of 1.883, Z;flhlch Wetre If)a%sgd El‘nto }aw at the Council Meeting of 9th February last
receive e assent of His Excellency the Govern th )
March 1897, respectively. d or on the 196h Fobruacy sud 8th

ACTS ASSENTED TO BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-
GENERAL, : ,

His Excellency the Presipent.—1I have the honotr to announce kt‘h ssont of Hi
’ ; . t of His
Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General to the Act t o e v

Horeditary Villago Offives Act, 1885, mend the Madres

PETITIONS. |

The SrcRETARY Tepbi'{ed the re;ce'i* t of the following pa A,

Bill further to amend Madras Act No. I‘)TII'I of 1865 :___8 papers on t}’l.e mb]f’c':' ofthe

' (1) Petition from certain tenants and mirasidars of Chingleput district;
(2) From the President, Madras Landholders’ Association; Y

,
- | /

_ - time of the Cotiieil by expatiating on .the Bill. - It seem
- -r,esulariuquiryzshonfdu- _ recorded 1
" boundary disputes. Th

MADRAS SURVEY BILL.

(3) From the Jagirdar of Arni;
(4) Telegram from the Valloor Zamindar, Kistna district;
(6) From K. Krishna Row, Manager, Devarakota Zamindari, Kistna district;

(6) From the Secretary, Library and Reading-room, Tirupati;
(7) Telegram from Sri Raja Rangayya Appa Row Bahadur of Nuzvid ;

(8) From M.R.Ry. P. Subramaniya Aiyar on behalf of the Valloor Zamindar
and Raja Rangayya Appa Row Bahadur of Nuzvid.

The Secreté.ry also reported the receipt since the agenda paper was prioted of a
petition from the Baja of Kélahasti in favour of the same Bill as well as of a telegram

from the ryots of the Kistna Association disapproving of it.

Copies of the Board’s Proceedings promiséd in the answer to question XLVII at
the meeting of the Council held on the 9th February last were also laid on the table.

-~

BILL TO AMEND THE RELIGIOUS ENDOWMENTS ACT XX OF 1863.

The Hon'ble K. KaryanasunpapaM Arvar.—8ince I gave notice of the Bill to
amend the Religions Endowments Act XX of 1883, 1 have been informed that the
Local Government has matured ocertain proposals in connection with the same subject*
and that a commiunication is about to-be despatched to the Government of India on
the matter. Itis desirable that the Government of India should consider my proposals
along with the suggestions of the Local Government before final orders are passed.
Under any circumstances this Bill cannot be passed without the sanction of the
Governor-General in Council. I therefore beg permission to postpone the introduction

of the Bill. - ‘
The Council agreed to the postponement. -

. “MADRAS SURVEY BILL.

X Y .

_ The Hon'’ble Mr. Gross in presénting the report of the Select Committee on the
Bl.l(i,to amend the law relating to survey and the settlement of boundary disputes -
Sal —— . ' . | | : o R ‘a
, Your Excellency, under Rule 47, I have the honour to present to the Council
-the report of the Select Committee on the Survey Bill.

When I- introduced the Bill, T said it was an amending and consolidating Bill
and that it proposed no material change-in:the existing law. The alterations which

the Select Committee has made are all made with the view of carrying out this pur-

pose 83 _completelFas. . possible. . This makes it mmﬂ for me_to. take np. the -
4 [ dosirablo that, all, and

fm&,ani recorded by the determiners of smrvey and

s pffocted by sections 11, 24 and 29, and by giving

ke,
is

(N




MADRAS SURVEY BILL.

Government powe- under section 32 to regulate the procedure of offcers conducting
proceedings under this Act. Doubts and conflicting decisions mude it recessary to
~ set out clearly the force of original and appellate orders and the date from which the
time allowed for appeal should be calculated. This is done by sections 12, 13, 16,
24 and 30. There are no express words in any part of Aet XXVIII of 1860 stating
that it extends, or dnes not extend, to permanently-settled estates.” Opinions to this
effect that it-does, and that it does not, have been given by the law officers of Govern-
ment, but the last opinion submitted—viz., that read in G.0., No. 1604 1. , dated 11th
August 1893—leaves no room for doubt that it does. This opinion has been acted on
with the best results. The new Bill is made clear on this point, first, by defining
estates as in Madras Act IT of 1894, and, secondly, by introducing a separate chapter
on the survey of estates. Before making my motion, I may mention that from

general talk I find that the omission of section 8 of the original Bill about compen-

sation for injury caused by clearances of boundaries is regardsd as an omission of a
part of the existing law and so contravemes my statement that the Bill proposes no
material change in the law. This omission is, however, no omission of any part of the
existing law. The provision finds no place in the survey law of any province of India

except Burma. It seemed to the Select Committee to be needless because no material

damage has ever been caused by the slight clearing which is necessary in the course
of survey, and mischievous because the mere presence of such a clanse in the statute
book would encourage the elaboration of futile vlaims and delay the work of survev.
I move, Sir, that the Bill and report be taken into consideration at once. |

The Hon’ble V. BuasHYAM A1vaNcAR seconded the motion.
The motion was put to the Council and agreed to. ”

The Hon’ble K. KaLYANASUNDARAM A1var.—I heg to move that after section 7 |

of the Bill as amended by the Select Committee, section 8 of the original Bill he
inserted as section 7-A. The object of this section, as it was originally framed, was to
enable survey officers to grant compensation to ryots, if in the course of survey
valuable timber was cut down or other obstructions, such as buildings, &c., removed.

I submit this is a provision which meets the equitable requirements of the case. "I do °

not understand the remark of the Hon’ble Mover of the Bill that it will lead to
mischief. How can such an equitable provision lead to mischief. I am perfectl

aware that this provision does not find a place in the old Survey Act. Still it is
an equitable thing. Those who prepared the Bill seemed to have been struck by the

fact that this reasonable provision ought to find a place in the Bill. There is no -
reason for removing it from the amended Bill. Further.it is said that it will cause :

delay in the progress of survey. I do not at all see any reason for delay. The pro«
vision simply enables survey officers to fix the compensation in case of a demand and .

to pay it at once to the ryot. He is entitled, mo doubt; to appeal.to the Distriot Court -

with regard to the compensation amount, but certainly there is-no reason whatever why
the survey should not proceed, notwithstanding the claim for compensation. The two
reasons therefore for the removal of this provision full to tho ground. I submit
that it is an equitable provision and ought to find a place.in the.amended Bill.

The Hon’ble Mr, Hupason.—I have the honour' to second this motion, This

amendment is placed on'the agenda paper before ome ‘of mine t§ the same’ effect,
which, with your Excellericy’s permission, I now withdraw. = It seems to me desirable
to retain original section 8 which merely gives the power to repair the damages done. -
It is a good protective measure. -It is quite possible that considerable damiage might

-

-

- of Govertiment to ddgipt |
~huye this, provision in thy
- wonld be for the Goveram
’quQ:e.am'e pfolunée' "9];5;')1. S PRy AREY BERASK N S LA : fl‘

"~ introdice such a provision.in the Act itself, but if such a provision is not infro
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be done to plantations, trees, &c., in clearing boundaries. The provision will have the
effect of indncing the st bordinate officials of the Revenue Survey to be careful in
carrying out their survey operations. .

‘The Hon’ble Mr. Stoxrs.—With regard to what the Howble K. Kalyane-
gundaram Aiyar and Hon’ble M{ Hodgson said, I would like to. make a few remarks.
The ground taken by the Hon’ble Mover of the Bill is that very little damage would

~be caused and it was unnecessary to compensate. From practical experience I can

entirely confirm that view. All that is necessary to do generally is to cut off a few
branches of a tree or,to clear away—what is perhaps a very good thing—prickly-pear ;
and if there be any  serious obstruction in the measurement of a.ling they go
round it and ‘measure in the manner familiar to every surveyor. Bo:that the
amount of damage which is likely to be actually caused is .p.raotxcglly‘ .{mappx:eqmble._: .
Haor ever theoretically equitable it may‘be to have a ;_pmnsggq.'.of-.tm,‘Md in.the -
str'cute book, seeing that its presence will provoke. claims which wonld . o.t_hemse, be
psedless, I think it is objectionable to retain it in the Act or'to insert it in the Act,
and I therefore uphold the,action of the Select Committee in removing it. The
Hon'ble K. Kalyanasundaram Aijyar said that he did not see how it could cause delay. .
Unless'a survey officer can be in two places at once, I do not see how he can con-
tfﬁﬁé‘.fﬁd“ﬂur’vey and to dispose of compensation claims. “Hg cannot attend to two
things at once. It must be remembered that appeal claims will not go to the District
Courts, It is obvious that if this proyision remains on the. statute book, and if these
appeals are brought in large numbers as they will be—in fact Mr. Cardozg whohas
the most practical experience ‘of ithis: work ‘agreds’ in: this?—‘-thev‘w.ho'lé time ofi the
survey officer will be taken up in determining. them. Under these: circumstances; the
Select Committee thought it was betger,’howeyer equitable in theory this sectipn might
be, to'omit it from the Act. Spéaking ordirarily of plain survey, I cannot think of

any serious damage being done in the course of the survey. Therefore it will be wise
if this provision be omitted from the Act.

- The Hon’ble'C, Jaupvriveau Mupauryar.—Your Excellency, T was onthe Select
Comnmittee.” But'I now rise.to support the proposition before the Council. It 1s-
very unfortunate that I. was 1ot able’ t& attend the earlier‘meetings of the committee
owing to pressiig work -iti other :directions’y but by tthe tiths' 1 Wasﬁbié to ?ttend
the committee; & good pirtion of the Bill had beén gone throtgh ‘anrd thietbfors 'it was -

" notipossible: for me to goloved the saine’ ground. It T attackied Iny signitard it the:

Committee's Tepoit; it was for the purpose of 'giving my general éoheurre‘neef.étho
Bill but ‘it dbé’% :irb,t,3 T consider, bind me fo bhe"demslediam@qdmentspr?pﬁgq by the
Committée. I am: strongly inclined:to ‘the belief that"this provision: yhlch Tas:
been deleted from the original Bill is' very nécessary.’ It 'is ndmitted,on'the ofher

 side, that it is theoretically equitable. ‘I believe alt'Aéts of lagisliture are to embody ‘_
. priniiplos whish ate theorotioally guitable; ' The Hon'ble-3r! Stokes says that ‘o
 great datiiage'is likely:to be dotie] ‘and if there-is kny beriduwobstrtictioil in the line of

. su¥vey;:thé probability: is ‘thdt the officer will gb round the ‘obstruction Yather than -
g remgg 1t,(££1f,gepg£mion ‘tortHut- offoot - is- dinbodied " the  Act, I ghall have hig-’ -

objectioh to:egeept it. . In the absence of such a provigion binding the survey efffcers ...
S versnont b At fini rule, T subiait (bat i i absblutoly nocossary, that woshomd,

o Bill itselt. If this caunot be. done, the st ‘best capree,

ment {0 give & promise;to.direct -ifs subordipates ﬁ”} b1
X e«ﬂfﬁﬁn’ﬁle M. Stokes. The best gourse wenld. be »'_‘3;
uceq

4

3

&



MADRAS SURVEY BILL.

. y

_ in the Bill, the original section ought to stand. It is in the highest degree just and

equitable that people who lose their property by reason o) an act of Ctovernment,
oug]r;:. to have some compensation, Principles of equity and justice should not be
ignored. ‘
8 The Hon'ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR.—I cannot understand the objection to
the amendment. It is admitted it is equitable. It is equally admitted it is just.
But the Hon’ble Mr. Stokes is happy that the appeal lies to the District Collector and
not to the District Court. The only objection is that the survey officer cannot be in
two places at once. But we do not want him in two places at once. He can perhaps
dispose of questions of this sort better on the spot. I have no doubt he has an office,
the office is not in tha fields, and I have no objection to these questions being disposed
of in the office. I do not think the suggestion of my Hon’ble friend Mr. Jambulingam
Mudaliyar about the issue of departmental orders would, quite meet the requirements
of the case. Unless these orders are part and parcel of the statute, they would be of
no use. Besides, as pointed out by my Hon’ble friend, there is very little mischiet
and no harm done at all, if this provision is introduced. 'The retention of the amend-
ment would be of an educative value. It wonld prevent labourers and others employed
in the survey party from doing wischief, and they would do less harm as they would
be better supervised. For these reasons I support the amendment.

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Panrurv.—Your Excellency, the Hon’ble Mr.
Stokes has invoked the experience of Mr, Cordozo against the passing of this amend-
ment. 1 may claim some experience in the mufassal as to the way in which survey
officers manage their business, and I hope it will not be an exaggeration on my part
if I eay that the visitation—I canuse no lesser word—and the advent of these survey
officers is considered by the ryots as a visitation of locusts upon their fields. I say
so deliberately, because I bave heard complaints when the survey operations went on
in the northern districts. Their fields were interfered with, their corn trod upon, and
any amount of damage done simply because there was no provision in the previous
enactment under which the ryot could claim an compensation. I submit, therefore
when we know what goes on in the mufassal, wien we know how much damage the
survey officers when t%ley enter the fields may wilfully and unconscientiously commit,

a provision of this nature will be considered most saiutary and wholesome in miti-
gating the hardship that is at present experienced by the ryots. Of course official
experience may be one thing and ryot experience may be quite another thing.
Having some experience in these matters I submit thsﬁ; this provision is absolutely
necessary—at any rate it may be a safeguard against survey officers acting in a way
which is detrimental to the interests of the ryots, in a way which is not necessary for
the carrying on of the operations. The Hon’ble Mr. Stokes says that the provision is
.po doubt equitable, but that there is hardly any mischief done by these officers, and
that therefore it is not very necessary. Now, under gection 6, a survey officer has
the right to cgll upon the tenant to remove trees, jungle or other material obstructions,
in order to clear the boundary lines necessary for the purposes of the survey. Can
any Revenus officer who has any acquaintance with survey offerations say how these
survey officers—I do not speak of the higher officers of the Survey department, but
of the lower officers whose pay is small—deal with the ryots, invoke the provisions of
law and extort gratifications from them ? All this happens simfily because the ryot
is helpless. I subriit, thesefore, that, whatever may be the inconvenience that may
be caused by the claims that are preferred owing to the insertion of the provision
proposed, it 1s absolutely necessary for the protection of the ryots to keep the survey

officers within proper bounds,

,ga_még '
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The Hon’ble V. 'Brasnyan Arvancar.—I attend i
T v. 1Y — ed every meeting. of the Sel
C(})lxprﬁnttee and approvd of the omigsion of the section under Xliseussioi from :heelgi('itl;
w 11(: ) wai reilz'frred to the Select Committee. It may perhaps be expected that I should
:ﬁ:p ain v(vl ¥ the sectiontwas not approved of by the Select Committee. I consider that
# e.introduction of such a sectionin the new.law will have a very demoralizing effect
nzipe;lenee has shown that no appreciable damage ig done ard, if it is done, it is
only u;] rare cases ;. and that ;t' has not been a matter of gﬁévah,ce on the part ,of the
:1};(;:: t ia}: ?cﬁfe(im:blg damagehm. done to their property in carrying out Survey opera-
. . ntroduce such a provision as this in the Aect, then clai ill
_advanced for compensation in cases. where dama; ralone ad e e
_ es. are frivol i i
i;g&tb avg:,gnnog havehthouglg.t; of any l,lclzgmpensation;gr of making ::; t?lx;.?zznb:??%}; :}1;:
_intr “n of such a section as .this. in the Statute book. T may say. that it wi
- also be # the interest of the lower. classes. of officials. in’; T
rle;ferlréad, to by tbg,g on’ble N, Subba Rao Pantuly, that, these. bléﬁ%%?wbmfag '
fla ould xa;xltq_)ly ~affaahonld be- encouraged*and .that they . shéuﬁ ‘commit greater
b_ntlag% 1an 1s.necessarys I do not .think I need explain this any further. It will
1e,e o the interest not only of the ryot, but of these inferior officials, that these claims
X c;z; :o;};exéiattlpn g}lould Iée advanced, supported and recognised. If,in any individual
ase, reordinary damage is committed and if a responsible survey off -
tx?}llders;_ thaz hlgome appreciable damage has been lsxu,xs;‘cainedp by the registyéredc‘la:(.)ledo;
erzlrﬁeﬁtngn ,Vli;:}gwt% fr:v;nt thqﬁggsp%nsible ofticer from representing the matter to Gov:
, ernment in view of -compensation beéing .made. As to the equity and justice of t
ke T T e oot ek he s ey ok was tokem by the Hou'ble
_Mr.Btokes. 1 find thatfhe prinéiple of the Bill is that the .cost of survey opératio
should be borne by the registered holders, for whose. bene {anrvey and Hoeraiions
| be | ‘ > T or whose. benefit survey and d Ati
arg made. I do not say it is solely for their benefit, as it is als Y tho benoht of o
Arg mad sol t is also for the benefit of th
pu%)lw and Government ; but it is more for the ’heneii,tm:f1 i ers thon Toy
anid ( , the registered holders th
‘the benefit of Government, If the cost of operationsis chargeagle to registerfd hoi;‘:llefrosr
b

I do not see yhe justice or equity of recognizing a claim on the part of a registered

~ holder for compensation from the public revenues for removing an obstruction on his

. * oo ¥ - : . . i
ﬂggdbg‘hﬁ?‘f‘? the obstryctions for the remoyal of which compensation is claimablg are
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i the registered holder alone should bear the whole expense.. Why should
ggzefﬁ:esr;{ior lax%dlord bear half the expenditure also? Itgis said th.ene may be
here and there cases where substantial damages may be dong by removing obgtruc-
tions. Are people to be left at the merey of survey .ofﬂcers? Who are to Judge
whether damage is substantial or trivial? If there 1s no s ecial provision in the
Act, the survey officer- will say that everything is trivial, and being a Government
servant he will not go the length of saying that there is substantial damage done in
any case. As Hon’ble Subba Rao Pantulu said, these low-paid officers are considered
by the ryots to be so many locusts. They keep saying that the ryots did not come
in time or that they did not produce the men wanted, and they keep harassing the

villagets. Whenever a ryot does not satisfy a low-paid officer, he will say it is

) | : s of survey. Even if there

ssary that he shoula go through the crops for purposes o vey. Eves |

‘?se;eclau};e as to discretion, he would not use it. For if he uses it, he will incur the

" displeasure of the superior officer. Under these circumstances, T consider that it is
necessary that this clause should be inserted.

T -
n'ble K. KALYANASUNDARAM ATYAR.—We are now bringing in a conso
datetil‘ ]1;?11].10 It is ot an amending Bill. It is a complete measure 1n itself, It §eemz
to be admitted, except by the Advocate-General, that the provision I propose to m:gr
in the Bill is theorefically right and logically sound. 1f so, it seems tlo me alas a Infm't er
of inference that the absence of it would make the Bill somewhat illogical. it is
once conceded that the provision is theoretically right, it is absclutely neces:gr{ t(}
have it in the Bill. Then it was advanced on the opinion of Mr. Cordozo that, i
this provision were inserted in the Bill, claims were likely to become hverytl.mme;(ﬁ:
and could not be investigated. But if Mr. Cordozo’s opinion 18 that the action % .
subordinates is likely to induce a large number of claims for compensation eg}xlz%
brought forward, I submit it is all the more necessary that such a Iiyltzvllsutm.,fs é tl
should find & place in the Bill. If tlie action of su:}wlrety s(\)fglfe?la ::ﬂ A ls 1'61,0{11 ({» lf:me?;
i iop, it 1s Dpecessa: a {
E;r‘gx::nifn[? f'%ie;og%?:a:a?&) ,by the Advoca?o:-General that the lower officers of

the Survey department are so dishonest that if a provision like this were insertéd in

1 i ge claims and that they

#3411, "they would contribute to the swelling up of these ¢ gnd th |

?:u;{ijﬂiﬁstig‘;yfe the ryots to prefer unauthorized claims for compensiflon.h 1t thf]y

are 8o dishonest as that, then in the absence of this provision, they would :li)mss the

ryots and threaten them with the removal of valuls;ble tlm(‘;)iell'l, &c.35 u’:lh]e:sa;a?g ilt)aii
v i | ; Ives. If they are dishonest, then aj

some compensation to the officers themselves. e o i honosty

cessary to have this provision in the Bill to preve .

t'}lllxef lﬁd?:;:t:%eneraﬁ gays that if there are any special cases they may be represented

by the survey officers to Government. Even for these special cases it is necessary to-

have & provision in the Bill. For these reasons this provisiég appea;gi fb me to -be’:
absolutely necessary. ‘ |
The motion was put to the Council and lost.
The Hon'ble P. Rangayya Nayudu requested a'di(:visipn.' |
A division was takenmth the following result :— N

For—The Hap'ble Ra;ng"alg,a Nayudn,‘ the Hon’ble Kalyanasuﬂdai'am Aiyar,‘th‘o :

Hon'b1¥Subbe Hao Pantulu, the Hon'’ble C. Vijayaraghavachariar, the

Hon’ble Jambulingam Mudaliyar, the Hon'ble Mr. Hodgson, the Hon’ble o

... the Rajah of Bobbili, the Hon’ble Mr. Arbuthnot—8, . g

* but it cuts through'
+he so¥ed until the B
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Against—Tho . Hon’ j]e Messrs. Bliss,  Grose, Crole, Muhammud Sharif Kban
V - Bahadur, 8'irrock, Duncan, Stokes, Rajaratna Mudaliyar and Bhashyam
- ‘Aiyangar, ¢nd the Hon’ble Colonel Campbeli—10.

The Hon’ble' Mr. HonesoN.—The amendment of which I gave notice runs

- a8 follows : —That in section 14 of the Bill as amended by the Select. Committee the

words “ and except in respect of such areas as may be notified by Government from

. time to time in the Foré St George Gazette” be inserted after the words in this
+hehalf” in the third line of the section. . . v ’

I gave notice of thisamendment and was in correspondence with the Hou’ble Mr..

~ Grose on the subject. After sending my amendment I was informed that the Hon’ble

Member in charge of the Bill would himself put such an amendment on the paper
which, though in rather different terms, is to the same effect .as mine, and I am .

therefore glad to accept it and Withdraw my amendment to .allow the. Hon'’ble

.. #s Grose to move that standing in his name. . .

The amendment was by permission withdrawn.

The Hon'ble Mr. Grose.—The amendment to section 14 which I have proposed .
has exactly the same object as the ‘amendment in the Notice paper which stands in
the name of the Hon'ble Mr. Hodgson. We both think that in many cases, as, for
instanco, when a_coffee estate has been well established, it would be unjust to require
the owner to maintain, renew and repair the survey marks on the boundaries of all

internal fields. There may be cases in which, because an estate is on the point of
being broken up, or fof other reasons, this may be necessary, but they will occur but B
seldom ‘and will be .amply provided for if G¢vernment can exempt any srea by notifi-

cation and withdraw such notification if ‘it is found expedient to do so. My amend-

meflt gives the executive Government expreéss power to cancel such a notification as
well as make it. Recent experience has shown that, in the absence of express words
- giving this power, it is often doubtful whether a notification once issued can . after-
wards be withdrawn., The amendment which I beg to propose now is in these terms :—
- “'Lhat the following proviso be added to section 14 :—
» . ¢ Providede ) may 1
* notification, anyJal area from the. operation of the:former part of t
cangel mgh,:g‘o ﬁpatio. ‘ STER T il RS R .
 Pho Hon'tle V. Baasevik Arvasous sobtnded the amentiiont,
¥ Tho bmondment Yas put to the oounoil nd carried.

PRV Sty

~ The Hoﬁ-’ble Mr. Briss then moved the .‘folltfvlving;ém;axfi‘dnients“ mostlyofgveﬂ;al )

character and in 8o doing said :—I am responsible for most-of thess ameadments. . I

Hon’ble the Advocate-Gemeral. I think I may say that it will be admitted that .

the alterations which will now be proposed. will P!Qb,ab}yi_:;be, improvements in the
‘Bill.. Beipg verbal agendments I have 1ot g
better to have thqm‘prihted for. general conyen

The Hou'ble Mr. Crors.—I rise to-a point of order and wish to g
I am given ¢ grstand that the ambnd e ‘proposed
Mr. Bliss are. v ‘Rorinsthnce the amendment {6 section 8 ig:ix

" Rulo.49 says ¢ Propased aitiendmenthic
til tually taken into consideration and when:
idered in the order: moctions o which they velate,”: Lpuly

t .the Local Government may from time to tir_he exempt, by ‘a .

have disoussed them all with the Hon’ble Member in .charge-of :the Bill and the..

ven notios'of thom, but I thought it
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a ruling as to whether the sections of the Bill from first tg'last should be moved or
not and secondly whether all the amendments should be mb"ved “in the order of the

sections to which they relate. :
The Hon’ble Mr. Briss.—I beg to point out that theseverbal amendments which
I am to move were printed only for the convenience of members. .

The Hon’ble V. Brasayan Arvanear.—Rule 49 relates to amendments of which
notice has been given under section 48. Amendments of which notice has been
given have precedence. S )

The Hon’ble K. KALYANASUNDARAM A1vAR.—With your Excellency’s permission

I desire to say & wozd. The point raised by the Hon'ble Mr. Crole does not seem to -

relate to the want of notice or the giving of notice. But he raises a question of
consecutive order and says that each amendment showdd be taken in the order of
cections. He raises the question whether this Council should not take up the Bill
section by section. I think the rules seem to be perfectly clear on that point. '

The Hon’ble C. JAMBULINGAM MupaLirar.—With your Excellency’s pérmission
I should like to say a fe¥ words. 1If they are merely verbal amendments, it would
not matter much. The Hon’ble Member has a long list of amendments ; he has pro-
posed the omission of some words and the addition of somé words and it is better that
we should put the two things together and see what the effect is. It may be that thay
are purely verbal amendments or it may be that one or two amendments may not be
purely verbal. I donot want to delay the Council, but I think that some time should
be given to consider them. '

The Hon'ble Mr. CroLe.—That is 2 motion for adjournment, but my question

is one of order. ) ,
The Hon’ble C. JAMBULINGAM MupALITAR.—Then it may be taken as a motion
for adjournment. , o .
The Hon’ble N. 8ussa Rao PanrvLv.—There is no special hurry for the passing
of the Bill. : ] 8 !
His Excellency the Presrpent.—I would ask the Hon’ble Memi)er in charge of
the Bill if he desires to have the Bill passed at this sitting. '

The Hon'ble Mr. Grose.—Certainly. - ' .

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Paxruru.—We have been thirty years without an
Act and T do not see why we should not be without it for andther six montha.

His Excellency the PresipentT.—On ‘the point of order ‘which the Hon’ble
Mr. Crole has raised, I consider that with regard to amendments of which notice has
been given we should take them in the order of the sections to .which they relate.
But these are a different class of amendments, purely verbal amendments and therefore
they can be takén separately as we are taking them now. =’

The Hon'ble Mr. Crorz.— Very good, sir. I only wanted to #ave it explained.
I have no intention of stopping the discussion on the Bill. ® ST a

His Excellency the Presioest.—If an mernber has any objection to these verbal

<mendments “that are now being proposed, he can state it. The Bill is before Lim
gnd he can see at a glance what the effect of an amendment is. SR

]
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The Hoﬁ’ble K. FavLranasunparam Arvar.—Wh

E e K. Ka .—When my amendment w

‘gl(l) anfi. ?dls%msed of dicdt mean that all the previous sectiZns wére passedai);a tklfig

L utna,il n passing thb Bill each section should be read in Council and votes should
e taken whether the Céuneil is in favour of its retention or not.

His Excellency the Prrsipent.—The oth i
) P — er sections are taken
motion before the Council is that ¢ the Bill and report be taken into ‘:gnlg?;:igﬁm? ’k’le

The Hon'ble Mr. Briss then i
. .proceeded to move the foll : i
were severally seconded by the Hon’ble V. Buasayam A‘irfngxlg:n;:?giﬁ?ﬁ which

(a)  In section 8, olause (J) of sub-section (i) to i
and ‘contemed’ the ’d s o ion (i) to insert between the words ‘.or’
to omit the words ‘andof‘egilst:ezz"i‘;;{’."ﬂif1 ? and In sub-section (v) of the same soction,

- “In sub-section (vii) of the same section to insert after th D3

t ert after th ¢
tlﬁe words “ or thing ’,.and for the word °hereinafter’ to readﬁl‘;‘;‘;gter?? all:: }];;
, the vgord under an ‘Act or Regulation hereby repealed or under this Act,’ to.substi
¢ tute ¢ under any enactment for the time being in force.’ »: | S )
With regard to the amendment of sub-section (v tB l ‘

. Yi1th regard ; - : e Hon’ble M i
31:,: It]k:m fwi,osrgz _‘recognised ’ and ‘ registered ’ were %’aken‘ from seotig;;ez :fx ﬁm
ot I glass I;1111 t“;]ill:acseziliei gp%lgr t]g.ﬁropx;]iie(iiors, .(if estates who are a comparatively

ss. But tl on in the Bill would apply not only to ietors of esf
but also to registered holders of every bit of D ol in the Bos oo o estaser

80 1 1stered ho! twari land in the Presid,
be easily seen that it might be Thlo o make e oo
,  that 1o possible to make.a formal registration wi
to a.aognparaﬁlvelg@ limited. elass..of proprietors of  estates, w%ile» 11;1 O:O‘infih ;:f:'lr;ncz
impossible to do it in regard to millions of ryotwari holders, . . .~ . %
o ®) In section 4, sub-section (2) for the words ¢ Go ament or of? to substi
_1;}113 words " Government and of i a(nc)l for the wortfs ¢ ;;t(;:'il:lmgzghqr’of,’ o snbsmlée
1ti ereunder’, the words “the powers and duties of a Survey officer within such 1 93
mits as the Local Government may direct’.” I R

(¢) ¢ In section.6, sub-section (1) for the word ¢ owner’ to substitute the words

. £ registered holder ’, and for the words ¢ or at any time’ the words ¢ and from time to

S that

. ‘aﬁor the op P A R O T T P I P s A .
¢ all.org the operations prescribed .in clauses. (a), (5) and ( : PRk
;,pons”"tm?"“c-f»' A ’Bw? 1010 t omg.;@g,ﬁmgmhom Yequiring thé padies

g

. has been or is about to be sarveyed’ -and for' the' words' ¢proenre” and - ¢ procuring’®

time’ ; “in clause () of sub-section (3) i
16 n clau -section (3) of the same section for th ¢ withi
ASP;?lge‘_‘ time Mbour’, to eubstitute the words® ¢ labour at huogh ti?n‘::r;i:d‘ v}:)lth'mcﬁ
periods as may from {5ty 40 “Hime be ‘réquired ' Al $1" clsusb (¢) of the'stmo_sub
seonog-for the .word ‘eonsﬁust"’"thif-ward"1pt‘ds‘7idéf- W o fﬁe.r?m.’é;;.;:ff- PO 55:»8}\1])-_-
With regard to the first of the above amer . T T T
. a o above amendméntg the Hon'ble Movér explaine
i th Sl Commieoyar prinalyarsiou {865k 5idof th word v
- there. e _1 was only by an'0 mwg,ht'ff-‘hatl thatwordwasretmnati
© (@) “In section 8 for the words ‘under survey’ to substitats the words “which

- Hip words ¢ provide or make’, and * providing or making? regpectively ”. -

“In section % Tine" 8, for the words thm«g , to substitute the i

n adcordance withy sub-sec

%"h cost ’.” ‘ B 2 ';Tf{_\;ﬁ
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The Hon’ble,Mover with reference to the first of the abov3 i
that it was not meant that the whole cost of survey should'ﬁeiif?gifgnkfs: igkflﬁi
cost of the operations described in clauses (@), (4;and (¢) of sub-section (3) of séctiou
6; that being met by Government in the first instance anc. recovered subsequent}
from the people. The amendment made clear what was intended. 1 J

{9 g . .
clear((e{: )__ For section 10 to substitute the following so as to make the intention

¢ The cost of hired labour under sub-section (1) of section 7 and idi

. - Of

survey marks under section 8 shall be defrayed in the first instance by tll’x?vi%l;lagl
Government, but any sum charged wnnder sections 7, 8 or 9 to a registered holder
shall be recoverable from him in the same manner as an arrear of land revenue.’ ”’

~(9) “In section 13, line 17, for the word ¢ but’ to substitute the words ¢ pro-
vided that’, and in section 17 the word ‘a’ for the woud ‘the’ in the gxf;rt slingrgf
the proviso.”

(k) “In section 18, line 12, for the word ¢ or ’ to substitute the word ¢ and’.”

(/) ¢ In section 20 to add the following words at the end of sub-section (1) :—

‘Provided that the cost so apportioned .shall not exceed the amount which
rvm&ld’ ‘E)’e chargeable to such lands under sections 7, 8 and 9 if they were Government
ands.

This amendment being more than a verbal amendment was moved with the
permission of His Excellency the President, and the Hon’ble Mover in connection with
this amendment said : —

.. If you read sub-section (1) of section 20 you will find itis quite obvious that
it is not the intention of Government that a registered proprietor should pay more
than what a registered holder under Government pays. 1t is quite clear that the
intention of the Bill is that a registered holder under Government should only pay the
amount specified for the cost of operations carried out under section 6. It is there-
fore necessary that we should make it clear that a registered proprietor shall onl

pay to the same extent as a registered holder under Government. Y

(£) “In seclion 21, sub-section (jii), line 2, to insert the word ¢ of’ betw

3 . e
the words ‘and’ and ‘the’; in the last line of clanse (a) of the same sub-seetizg
for the word ¢ their’ to substitute the word ¢ his’; and in clause (8) to add at the
end ¢ orto such officer subordinate to the Collector as the District Collector may
from time to time direct.’

With regard to the last of theso amendments the Hon’ble Mover remarke
he would ask Hon’ble Members to look back to section 15 of the Bill where it i(: gﬁ:
that every village headman and village accountant should report the fact of marks
being distigured to his immediate official superior or to the nearest survey officer
There was a difficulty with regard to the zamindari estates where the headman or
g,ccountant had no immediate superior and therefore the Select Committee decided to
insert the words “ to the proprietor of the estate and to the Collector ' ; but he did
not see why the Collector himself should receive the report. - It would b:a‘quite sufft-
cml:t if the District Collector would signify the officer to whom all reports should be
sent.

& _
of 1. (?) “ In section 25 for. the word ¢ to’ to substitule the words ‘in the case
o1°, . ! ; ’
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(m) « In sectioni26, sub-section (1) to insert after the words ¢ survey shall’, the
words ¢ in the first instence be defrayed by Government and shall then’; and to
add at the end of the same sub-section the words ¢ and the amount so apportioned -

to each party shall be resoverable from him as an arrear of land revenue’.”

With regard to these amendments the Hon’ble Mover explained that these
amendments were intended to make section 26 more complete, tLe section not stating
who is to pay the cost in the first instance.

(n) “ In section 29, line 10, to substitute for the words ¢ parties and witnesses’,
the words ¢ any person’; in line 12 to insert after the word ¢ documents’ the .words
¢ or for the purpose of rendering assistance in the survey of any land in .which such
person has an interest’ ; inline 13 to substitute for the words ‘in such behalf’ the
words ¢ for summoning and enforcing the attendance of witnesses’; in line 14 to omit
the word ‘ the’; and in lines 14 and 15 to omit the words ‘ of the witnesses and
parties’.” N L
 The Hon’ble Mover explained that the amendmentiwas required in order to carry
out clearly the object of the Select Committee Who intended (vide paragraph 10 of
their report) that section 29 should cover the case of people required to attend and
assist in the survey.

(o) « In section 31, line 15, to insert after the word ¢ co-owner’ the words
¢ of such estate or Government land’; and in line 16 after the word ¢ amount > the
words ¢ of such expenses’.” . _ L :

(p)’ * In section 32 to omit the words ¢ after. previous publication’; in clause

~ (a) of the same section to omit the word ¢ for’ where it first occurs, and to substitute

the word ‘for’ in place of the word ‘in’; in clause (5) of the same section to
substitute for the words ¢ surveyed land ’ the words ‘land which has been or is about
to be surveyed’; and to insert at the end of the same gection the words ‘and all
such rules shall be published in the For¢ St. George Gazetle, and shall thereupon
have the force of law.’ ” .

These amendments were moved with the permission of His Excellency the
President. : e : : . )

With regard to the first of there the Hon’ble Mover explained that the rule about
‘previousvpublioation was more properly meant to apply to cases where a penalty was
imposed. But in that onse there was. mo question- of penalty, i The rules had
reference to the prescribing in different localities of the unit of survey, the deseription
of survey marks, and the like. Those things affected nobody penally and no penalty

" was attached to any person for non-compliance. Under the General Clauses Act the

@ve of the words “ after previous publication ” might cause a delay of two months.
Now u great number of those rules’ referred to the prescribing of unit of survey in
different localities or to the collection and record of information in respect of, stirveyed

land, or as to the mede of serving orders' and notices, &c. In such Thatters the

‘question of the previous publication of the rules stiould be left to the Government, the o

‘ ) T AL S » SOVIUTIRCTA § YL TT 1o ‘
The Hon’ble, Mr. Grosr.—1 beg to move that the Bill as amended 'be: passad :lﬂt" o
law T : e b oddy BB

' The Hon’ble V. Brasnyax ATYANGAR.—I beﬁo §ec§nd that motion.
The Hon’ble N. 8ussa Rao Paxivrv.~T submit that in'vibw

dsefreral

‘amendments that have been incorporated in the Act it is desirable that it should not
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be passed into law at this meetin i

. g. There is no special hurxy wh is Bi
:Edp%szﬁi nllxixttotia;vtv tI}ll(i);V'm aygehzve; be(-c? tl‘lﬁd&r the old lawldf}:)rw;hz7 122?1%32;};;11;:
. nay eferred t e t : “cordi
rule 51, I take tormal objection to the passing of tﬁ:XBilIlng(t:(:Iﬁ{gs. meé;;ﬁédmg]y under

The Hon’ble V. BHASHYAM A1vaNGaR.—I mov 3
_ ‘ — e that the objecti

;}t;eelllldt:;lel])llg l\; g eSublualRao Pantulu under rule 51 do not pregra(i}lt.wnAli(x;st:akleln zy
o b (IJ):re XI vlfrbal and one or two other amendments which havz bt .
acocpled by the 1111%)011  though not purely verbal do not in any way affect th e%n
i ot 7 T e, s et of e ol
t : ! 48 now been consi
:11(1) s:(:ail;a; rwe}[lspefﬁs pgr‘ely' verbally should be deferred till the ne;?if;s&n?d ?]_‘?eudqd
no Joason ul yht (13) of Jection should prevail especially as under rule 52 even iferfh%s
il be bro ght before the subsequent mecting, no amendment can b oa

of mgbt e moved as a

The Hon’ble N. Susza Rao I ' : :
Excellency the Presidentfm 40 PaNTuLy.—We can do so with the permission of His

The Hon’ble V. BHasEYAM AT . N
‘ . '1YaANGAR.—No doubt it is alwa i
;i;r;tn Ei(:n Z(Izlcteg; :Ilgf asr;lendmoélt or dto give leave to any Hon’ble mgIZk?eIi‘eltlot;r?;)is]:r:Z;
age. Consideri i i
e ent at any sta jge . G rai;e:fmg all these circumstances I think the Council

The Hon'ble Mr. Briss.—I beg to second the motion,

Th ’
bo the Bei IIH;): Elll?sN .t SUBB? Rao Panturu. —I should not rise to make any objection
whether verbal or Stgge?' the debate, but considering that so many amendment
e il s or tob erwise were introduced at this meeting, it is only proper that;B
that s raiced b 1101 e p:tssed into law 4t this meeting. The ordinary resgm ti
mosling ab h'yhr;:lhe 51 is that a Bill ought not to be passed into law gt the o
bt thg H(‘;L’;)(ie i 1(13 a;lnendmex}ts are incorporated. That is the ordinary procesz?e
departed trom. the ashyam Aiyangar ‘moves that the ordinary procedure should lf,
or less Verbal’ and lt”gaioquemg thay the amendments that are incorporated are mo .
5 subseonont . at if the passing of the Bill is now deferred and taken u ":
I submiqt that Iﬁfe Ing no member has any right to move any further aniendmgn?:
NI, ¢ very fact that there have been so many verbal amendments ma ,
focessitate furt} elr verbal amendments and it is only right that this Bill before {
propor that. the Bill shect remy;corefully considered. Moreovar it is only right and
o tho Bill sh e ldlb Sl quld receive further consideration and the substantial objection
cil'eumstancesoud e _axd before Government, when Your Excellency might u:;]dér th:
reason I wish te(i}m 1t proper to grant permission for moving amendments. One
e aded by St o, Strees pon is tht the Selct Committes hus ruled that the Bill

. € : ed 1n the (azette, do n
aPansi}iI::Egrt?nlfstto tl:ie fact of its being published in the various vérﬁic?flazlslogtttﬁh
Committeg’ ; ropo I:nu ;:notrl.ldgli?irl}lr v:;r(il(lln‘;)Stancgls' ﬁng yvotuh]d expect that the Selec:
in English. Asit has not Twes oo ubl' e published in the fort S8t George Gazette
next. I submit that there i published the Bili might stand over till No
meoting. that there is no special reason why we should pass thie Billvazv.et?‘1 t?lei:

The Hon’ble Mr. CroLe.~—There i i
. ‘ ) ~—Tbere is a more serious matt
Emgﬁedsoilt’ (I} Wmh. to get a ;_-ulmg whether every section O;r tg:aa%iﬂv e e e
y the Seiect Committee has been placed befure the Council. The motigxsl a;vn:gntit;%

- “tionof some words ; the entire omission of
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the Bill and report be .tuken into consideration at once. I am afraid tbat several
scetions have no: been gken into consideration and further have not been passed. 1t
seems to mo that it’is raher premature for the: Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill

to move that the Bill bell assed into law before its several sections have been formally

considered by the Counc].
1 think that Your Excellency’s attent

His Excellency the PRESIDENT.—

The subject is of considerable importance and therefore
jon should be drawn to it.

Do I understand the Hon’ble Member to say that
when the motion was made by the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill that the Bill
and the report of the Select Committee be taken into consideration, the procedure of
this Council requires that each section should be taken separately. '

The Hon’ble Mr. CroLr.—Certainly, Sir.
His Excellency the Presipent.—I find no provision for it in the rules of this

Council. ,_
The Hon'ble Mr. Crore.—I would draw your Exce

which regulates mode of discussion in the Council.
The Hon’ble C. JamuLINGAM MupaLIYAR.—It has been the practice to take section

by section.
The Hon’ble Mr.

Hency’s attention to rule 16

CroLe.—I do not say anything about the practice. I will

only draw your Excellency’s attention to what is mentioned in the rale. Rule 16
contains the words ¢ several clauses of the Bill”” and the evident meanicg of it is that

the sections should be taken into consideration separately.
His Excellency the Presipext.—That will be against the evident spirit of rules

48 and 49. _
The Hon’ble Mr. CroLe.—I do not wish unnecessarily to argue the matter.

I will only say that this question should be decided. I have been studying these
rules and 1 may state that these rules are taken bodily from the rules of the House of
Commons. Even the word ¢clause’ used here is an English expression. Now the
procedure in the House of Commons is that when a Bill has gone through the commit-
tee, the Speaker takes the chair and the Billis considered by the House clause by clause.
That is the procedure that was intended to be adopted in this Council.
- The Hon'ble V. Buaénydm Arvanear.—Rule 16 relates to the case in which
ill to a Select Committee takes it into con-

the Council itself without referricg the Bi
sideration. It is not the invariable practice, I speak subject to correction, to move
that each section be passed. I do not really see what the principle of it is. Ifitiseach

section, why not each clause ofa section and if there are sub-sections why not say that
you must make a motion for each sub-section. So farasthe work of the Couneil is con-
cerned, [ may say when the Hon’ble Mr. Grose introduced a Bill to amend the City
Municipal Act, this Council considered only those sections in respect of which amend-
ments were introduced. Even in regard to the Proprietary Estates Bill notice of
amendments had been given in respect of all sections but five ; and Ifindon a reference
to the proceedings of this Council that all the sections except those five were severally -
considered, Rule 16 referred to by the Hou’ble Mr. Crole relates to a case in which
the Council jtself resolves to take.the Bill into consideration without the intervention
of a Select Committee. Your Excellency will see that an amendment to the Bill
cannot be proposed without notice. Is it not an amendment to the Bill to move that
soction 3 should be expunged? An amendment does not mean simply the substita-
a section is also an amendment to the Bill,
‘véquiring notice, o ~ A
PR o : B A THNSIRE R PE SCA

w
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The Hon’ble Mr. CroLe.—There is a case in poi

. . ' . in point. T :
Bill a section was taken exception to. [ had noP amend neg]te Maltibar Marriage
the matter was placed before the Council in the usual way an?rvot“gn L A but
the most important section in the Bill. ‘: edupon. That was

The Hon’ble V. Brasuyam AiyaNear.—No doubt if i

- NGAR.~— a faember in char

Bill chooses to adopt. that course and make a motion in respect of each se(;;i%(:l (t)}gaihii
be passed, then it gives a right to every member to oppose it.

His Excellency the PrESIDEST.—I have no hesitation i i
th — . sitation in ruling th
and 49 make no provision for the objection which the Hon’ble Mr. b§ S. aOtr(}}: lt(:S(gss

The Hon’ble Mr. Crone.—All ths i .
shall be taken by strpise, that I am anxious about is that no member

His Excellency the PRESIDENT —The i : S
.ou ) INT. question now before th
objection that the Bill be not passed at this meeting shall noteprezaci}funcﬂ 1o that the

The motion was put to the Council and agreed to.

His Excellency the Presipenr.—T i . .
the Bill as amended bo passod ints 12“’. he motion before the Council now is that

The Hon’ble N. Supa Rao PaNturv.—Tt is wi )
le N. . R, U.—1It 15 with some reluct i

i(g);)osg g: Iﬁzis]simlg (I)f t}]“i 11)1111 tBui: before I give my rcasons f()I(‘} (?;;gs;ﬁ;tti[]em;:sgo
; , 1 should like to inquire, through your Excelle 3
what is the reason of charging the Govern’ment v aisterod haldors with

g th tors and registered hold 3!
the whole cost of survey ope;atlons as describe Uin the Bl iteolt b

r : ribed in the Bill itself, and al gl
;h};a(ﬁn:rntj of };{"Opneftotrfl of zamindari estates with the cost of tl,leq sura:r:; i}ﬁiﬁﬁ

‘hole portion of the cost of survey is” allowed i

oppose the passing of the Bill I should h',kz to know etheurzég:g:ectlon 2. Bolore 1

The How'ble Mr. Buss.—I think the Hon’ mber is enti

. ! . n’ble member tirc
gﬁgﬁg{;}f%};l?& lththas z:llwzsx)tras'beer;l the custom.that certain o;:r:t?olli:l};hz:ﬁie rb:

: yots and certain others by the Government. Ryots find 1
stones and the Government provides scientific people t ke Tevoy, thoode
and chains. Besides that, Government h Do provide. tmveniing o theodoljtes
' : ave to provide travelling allowances

t}fxese1 peqople. Ryots only pay a portion of the expenses regulated %y the pm?i'ii(fgz
of clauses (&), (8), (¢) of sub-scetion (3) of section 6. That is to say the ryots

provide labour and stones; but the general custom is as it is cheaper for the ryot the

survey officer buys the stones and the work is thus mana

’Jiyots pay for the stones or provide stones when so direc%:((ll bx;ut(ill; ?uﬁ ChZ?)p]ly'
,lherefore the cost of survey is distributed between the ryots and the Gogrsmé)n:'
The tenant of a registered proprietor of an estate is put in precisely the same osition
with regard to the cost as a registered holder under Government is. It is a guistake
to suppose that the ryot has to pay the whole cost ; as far as I know the Government

fﬁgusl 312:;1 the largest proportion. The Government pays th‘ree-fourths at least, I

The Hon’bl . ..
based ? ou’ble N. Susea Rao PantuLu.—What is the principle on which this is

The Hon’ble M®. Briss.—The princi ‘ i

; . — principle no doubt is that the ryot i
Gov;zrn(rinent—-—m fact more than Gevernment-—is interested in having }lln's ]ea(iltiqglge::rllta,lz
nently demarcated, so that there may be no contention as to what land belongs to
him. It is a good thing for every man to have his lands marked out, gt

*

s
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The Hon’ble P. RaNcavya Navupu.—What about poramboke lands?

The Hon’ble Mr. ‘Griss.—Government pays for the stones in poramboke lands.
That has been the custorp for the last forty years. I cannot tell you without looking
into it whether it was aughorized under the old Aet. It was the custom under the old
Act I know. We proposs to continue that custom and we now propose to put it in
black and white. :

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao PaxTurv.—May I draw the attention of the. Hon'ble
Mr. Bliss to section 20, clause (1) ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Briss.—That is the clause which we have just revised. Read
the proviso. I purposely put in the proviso to prevent a registered helder from
being charged any more than a Government ryot.

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao PantuLv.—These points are not explained in the
statement of objects and reasons. .

The Hon'ble Mr. Briss.—I am sorry that the Hon'ble Gentleman should have
any difficulty in understanding them. I thought all these things were understood by
Hon'ble Gentlemen who spend the whole of their time up-country devoting themselves
to the interests of the people. *

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Panrurv.—Even now we have no idea as to what
is the proportion borne by Government and the proportion to be borne by the ryots.

The Hon’ble Mr. Briss.—I would say three-fourths by Government and one-
fourth by the ryots. If the Hon’ble Member had given notice of it in connection
with the budget, I should have been able to give him full details. -

The Hon’ble Mr. CroLE.—I can answer the Hon’ble N. Subba Rao Pantulu’s
question. The Government pays for all kandam demarcation and the ryot pays
his share for his own fields. As to cost you may judge it for yourselves. These
kandams are from 4 to 5 acres. No doubt the cost will not be very much.

The Hon'ble N. Sussa Rao Panturu.—All these statements have to be seruti-

‘nized and put to the test. We cannot accept the statement offhand that Government

pays three-fourths and therefore only one-fourth will be charged to the ryot. If it is
‘understood that the Government pays three-fourths of "the cost and only one-fourth is
charged to the ryots, some such provision should be embodied in the Act. I very

much. doubt whether Government as a mstter of fact pays three-fourths of the cost,

because if I understand correctly, the cost of the labour, the cost of finding stones as
required under the Act will be about a rupee for each acre. .
The Hon'ble Mr. CroLE.—Not nearly anything like that—not 3 annas an acre.

" Thé Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Panrurv.—No authoritative statement is given to
us about it. My own idea is that the cost to the ryot under this Act is about.a rupee
an acre. Then practically we are legislating without any material before us and
without any previous investigation in the matter. That is all I can say about it.
That is the reason why I wish that the Bill should be postponed to another meeting
‘g0 that in the meantime the Government may satisfy such as are sceptical in the matter
that. the. measure which is introduced is one which- is beneficial to the ryots. If the
cost which is now laid upon the ryots is more than what the Government bears, I
“sabmit it would not at all be fair to the ryot population. Therefore I am very much -
against the passing of this measure at this meeting. It may be that inquiry will
show that the Government bears a fair portion of the cost. Suppose Government gives

~_tertain.lands to the tenant, and wants the lands to be marked off. ='Whosgehusiness

}
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is it to demarcate the land and classify it ? T submit it is the landlord’s duty to
demarcate the land and point out the land to the tenant befor¢ asking him to pay half
the net proceeds that may accrue on the land. That is one view of the duty of the
landlord. Another view is that both are interested in the le'nd and that it 1s equally
beneficial to the landlord and his tenant that the field shou'd be demarcated. [f S0,
does the cost which is now thrown upon the ryots represent the fair proportion to which
he is liable ? These are the inquiries to be made. Except a vague statement made,
we have no definite information before us. Is it right under these circumnstances that
the Bill should be passed at this meeting without this information being vouchsafed
tous? With regard to zamindari tenants, under the previous enactment the cost has
been laid upon them, but under this Bill the zamindari tenants are called upon to pa

the whole or a specified portion of the cost of the survey provided that the cost so
apportioned shall not exceed the amount chargeable under sections 7, 8 and 9 if the

were Government ryots. Even as matters stand at present, you have tenants in
zamindaris having permanent rights of occupancy-and tehants’at will. What is the
principle on which tenants at will are called upon to pay the cost of tho survey under
this Bill?  Several sections so far require further consideration. It may be that
you may be satisfied that the measure is one which is for the benefit of the ryot.
Une argument may be advanced that we are simply consolidating a previous enact-
ment of 1860 on the subject. Where are the Ffacts hefore us that the Government

bears its legitimate share ? Therefore I submit that it is wise for us not to pass this
measure at this meeting.

The Hon’ble Mr. Briss.—It was open to the Hon'ble Member to have acted
under rule 73.

The Hon’ble Mr. CroLe.—All these objections of the Hon’ble N. Subba Rao
Pantulu might have been urged at an earlier stage ; and might have been used as
arguments for taking up the Bill section by section. In considering the Bill as
amended, he could have brought to our notice what the expenses are for survey and
demarcation, for providing stones, posts, and people to carry chains. Government pays
the whole establishment and when compared with that, the cost as regards the ryot
1s almost inappreciable. The great argument against the Hon’ble N. Subba Rao
Pantalu’s statement is that up to this moment I have never heard a complaint from
the ryot. I have been Sub-Collector and Collector of many districts. The fact is
the ryots know perfectly well that the survey is the healer of disputes and the saver
of money in keeping them out of the courts. I never heard of these atrocities that
the low survey officers are supposed to commit. If they be true, there are the superior
officers tb deal with them; but that is no argument against the Survey Bill.

The motion that the Bill as amended be passed into law, was then put to the
Council and agre=q to.

BILL FURTHER TO AMEND MADRAS ACT NO. VIII OF 1865.

The Hou'ble V. Brasavam ArvaNcar presented the -report of the Select
Committee on the above Bill aud, in doing so, said—

Your FxcELLENOY.—In presenting the report’of the Select Committee, it is
hardly necessary to eay any words in explanation of the changes which the Bill has
undergone in committee, The report of the committee speaks for itself. As regards
the ‘principle of the Bill, it remains in its original form. Some verbal and other
changes have been introduced which are explained in the report. Indeed, the Bill

BiLL FUKTHER TO AMEND MADRAS ACT NO. VIII OF 186u.

may be left before the Council without any further remarks from me to be considered

" by the Council and voted upon but. for the dissenting minute of the Hon’ble Mr. Crole.

Ho says the Bill is the ‘irst intimation which the public has received that a lzmli-
lord’s grievance exists iwhich ought to take special precedence. I cannot help
expressing my surprise that the grievance sought to be remedied should appear new
to the Honourable Member. R .
The position of affairs is this: As the law stands at present, no summary suit
for rent can at all be brought in the Revenue Courts, and a suit for rent can be brought
only in a Civil Court; but according to the decision of the full Bench reported in
VII Madras High Court Reports, such a suit will not be sustainable unless pattas and
muchalkas have been exchanged or have been dispensed with by agreement, or such a
patta as the tenant was unconditionally bf)und to accept had .Been tendered him in
the manner prescribed by section 39. Ii there is any flaw in the patta tendered
as where the extent under caltivation isinaccurately stated, or the amount payable by
the tenant differs slightly from the figure given in the patta, or the liability to pay
certain customary dues called meras 18 ql}estloned, or the right of the tenant to cut
trees of a certain description is not recognised, or any one of the numerous provisions
which one ordinarily finds inserted in a patta, is inaccurately stated, the suit for rent
bas to be dismissed even though not a pie of the rent admiftedly due has been paid.

The Hon’ble Mr. CroLe.—I would ask Your Excellency whether under the
Council rules the Hon’ble Member is not prohibited from entering into a discussion of
the principles of the Bill? |

The Hon’ble V. Buasavau Arvanear. —The report is presented with a dissenting
minute, and I am giving the necessary explanation. If the suit for rent is dismissed
on the ground that the patta tendered was not such as the tenant was bound to aceept,
the landlord has to get his patta settled eitier by the Revenue Court, which involves
a suit through three stages up to the High Court, or by the Civil Court, through all the
stages. It will be practically impossible for him to go to the Revenue Court for settling
the patta, for the period of limitation for such a suit is, under section 9, only one
month after tender of the patta which was refused. 1f he goes to the Civil Court for
the purpose of having the terms of the patta declared and settled, as it is competent
to him to do under the Full Bench decision of the High Cou_rt reported in L.L.R. 14
Madras 441, however quickly the litigation may be disposed of, the fasli will expire, or,
as it generally happens, several faslis expire. The landlord goes to the Civil Court
forthe recovery of rent upon this amended patta and his action is again dismissed,
and he is told that a proper patta was not tendered within the fasli. A case exactly
like this came before the High Court on Monday last (8.A., No. 262 of 1896), and their
Lordships Mr. Justice Subramaniya Aiyar and Mr. Justice Benson had to confirm the
dismissal of the suit for rent amounting to Rs. 1,024 and odd for three successive faslis,
remarking in their judgment that this was another case in which the landlord was
deprived of his just rents, and that upon the finding that the patta which was tendered
within the fasli to which it related was inaccurate, because the extent of land shown
in the patta as cultivated by the tenant was excessive by & small fraction of a cawnie
and because the payment of a méra was not expressed in the patta to be conditional
ﬁpon the filling up of a village office by Government, and that the fasli had expired
when the patta as settled by the Court was tendered, the second appeal had to be

*. dismissed with costs payable to the tenant throughout. Thus it will be seen that the

Jandlord loses the reat, not of one fasli, but of several faslis in succession. ' This

loss becomes very considerable owing to the combination of ryots in redisting the

B
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landlord over an-extensive area, and fo the ever-growing demoralizing effect which
section 7 of the Rent Recovery Act, as interpreted by a majority of the Full Bench
in 1874, has been producing among the zamindari ryots., The rents which form
the assets of the zamindari upon which the permanent assessment was fixed by
Government not being realized, we have the spectacle of the zamindar paying
out of his own pocket the revenue which ought to come out of the rents realized
by him and which forms, as a general rule, a considerable proportion of the rents
to be realized from the ryots. If the ryot used the provisions of the law effectively,
it would be practically impossible in many cases for the landlord to recover his
rent. It appears to me positively unjust that the legislature of the country should
~ look on and the Government of the country should do nothing, while the landlords of

permanently-settled estates continne to pay the Government assessment while not
uncommonly they find themselves perfectly helpless in realizing the rents due to them
from which the Government revenue ought to proceed. Any one acquainted with
zamindari tracts is perfectly familiar with this state of things, and the files of the
High Court will supply numerous instances of this scandalous state of things. If the
Honourable Members of this Courcil should require a public agitation before they can
realize the grievance, this condition may not be fulfilled. And it may be that the
Government will have to wait for many years before those who suffer from the griev-
ance will make it felt in the proper quarters. DBut in this country many a grievance
which oppresses people most heavily has not been learned from the lips of public
agitators, but perceived and felt by the Government, and redressed before it became
the frequent topic of discussion on the platform and in the press. Nor is evidence of
this description wanting, for I believe that landlords have often been appealing
to the Government. I think, sir, that the enlargement of the ILegislative Couneil
under the Indian Councils Act, 1892, will hardly fulfil its object if its representative
non-official members are not in a position to take mnotice of such long-standing griev-
ances and help the Government in affording speedy redress of the same. A measure
which can ensure the payment of just rents will in the long run be beneficial to the
ryots also, for the prospect of defeating just claims with the aid of the lJaw demo-
ralizes the ryot and fosters in him a spirit of litigation in the hope that the law and
the iugenuity of his counsel will enable him to cheat his landlord of his rents; and
many a ryot loses more in litigation than the amount of which he succeeds in cheat-
ing his landlord. The decision by the Revenue Court in regard to the terms of a
patta, whether such decision be confirmed, reversed of modified on appeal to the
District Court or the High Court, is not necessarily res judicata or binding in respect
of a patta tendered by a landlord for subsequent faslis, and the tenant can therefore
refuse to accept a patta tendered for a subsequent fasli in accordance with the deci-
sion as to the patta for a previous fasli. The tenant, therefore, in resisting the just
claims of a landlord on the ground that the patta tendered is defective or improper
in certain respects, as often suffers loss by his objection being overruled as he gains
by cheating the landlord of his admitted dues when his objection prevails. The

grievance being, then, an undoubted and crying one, the next question is whether there

is anything objectionable in the remedy proposed. It seems somewhat extraordinary

that objection should be raised to this Bill on the ground that it is piecemeal legisla®.
tion. 1f the example of the British Parliament can serve as a guide in this matter, .
hundreds of instances may be cited in which a erying evil is remedied by a measure

limited in scope, while exhaustive legislation may take many years to come. * Such
so-called piecemeal legislation not only atfordsa speedy l:empdy to a grievance as soon
as it is felt, but is also calculated to check waste of publio time in Courts.
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It is objected, that the execution of pattas and muchalkas which are a safeguard
of the rightsof the {enantry will fall into disuse, and thereby the position of the ryots

. be seriously endangered. = Stress is laid upon the policy of the legislature to improve the

position of the tenantry and the measure is denounced as retrograde. I am quite at a
loss to understand how tHe amendment proposed by this Bill will in any way affect
injuriously the condition off#yots in zamindari traets. If the landlord desires to pursue
any of his remedies under the Rent Recovery Aet which, as well as the regulations prior
thereto, were passed in view to provide a summary process for the recovery of rent by
the landlord, that is, to distrain the crops on the land or the moveables belonging to the
tenant, or to attach and sell the defaulter’s interest in the lands, which are summary and
expeditious remedies for the recovery of rent, analagous to the summary provisions for
the recovery of revenue by Government, he should have tendered a proper patta.
And no landlord will forego the advantage of the summary remedies for realizing rents
before he has to pay the pes.tash due to Government, and, without tendering a patta,
which he at any rate bona fide believes the tenant is bound to accept, put his tenant in
the Civil Court simply to obtain a decree for rent against him which will again have
to be executed by process of Court, the landlord, in the meanwhile, advancing out
of his own pocket the peshkash due to Government. The policy of the law in pro-
viding summary process for the recovery of rent by landlords was, no doubt, in the
main to obviate the necessity of the landlord’s paying out of his own pocket or by
means of borrowed funds the peshkash payable to Government within the fasli. But
it indirectly serves as a check on improvidence and recklessness on the part of tenants

in allowing arrears of rent to accumulate with interest until decrees in Civil Courts °

are obtained by the landlord with costs. Suppose the Government, instead of recover-
ing the public revenue by summary process under the Revenue Recovery Act, has
to bring suits against landlords for recovery.of land revenne, what will be its
position?  The position of the zamindar without such remedy will be worse, becauso
he will have to pay the instalments of pesikash due to (Government punctually within
the fasli whether he realizes the rent due to him by the tenants or nét. The sum-
mary remedies provided by the Act being thus of great importance to the landlord,
there is no likelihood of the tender of pattas being dispensed with, which forms
a condition precedent for the issue of summary process. The proposed amendment
of section 7 of the existing Act, therefore, will not, in any degree, result in the
discontinuance of the existing ‘system of exchange of pattas and muchalkas or the

‘tender of pattes. But the only consequence it will have will be ‘that, in cases in:*

which the patta tendered was erroneous or defective, the landlord when he sues: for
rent, which he can do only in a Civil Court both under the present law and under
the law as amended by the Bill, will not be visited with the penmalty of a forfeiture
in favour of the tenants of the rents admittedly due by the tenants or found by a
Court of competent jurisdiction to be due by the tenants to the landlord. As observed
by Bir Henry Stokes while he was Collector of Tanjore in a note dated 22nd December
1882.—In the southern districts the hands of landholders required to be strengthened,

- and‘it is they who need protection and not the ryots. Under the present complicated:
f g:lndwuions procedure, the ryot can laugh at the landidd.” - I aﬁimit if thisprﬁ be'

sed intolaw, the tenant cannot then laugh at the landlord and parade his triumph’

- in‘having with'the “aid of the law cheated the landlord of his just dues. Moreover;’
. it is ‘open'to ‘evéry temant, as soon as the fasli commences, to make a ‘demand ﬁpotn, g
-+ the landlord for the-delivery of a proper patta under section 8 of the present Aét,:
.. which will remain’in #all foree as it is unaffected by this Bill, and, on faiture of ‘the
.~ landlord to comply with kis demand, to bring a summary suit within three months for

-
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Civil Courts. Therefore it is impossible to transfer a non-existent jurisdiction from
one set of tribunals, viz., the Revenue Courts, to another set of tribunals, viz., the Civil
Courts, which now have, and all along have had, such jurisdiction exclusively. The only
change which will result from the Bill will be that the Civil Courts will not be, as they
now are, after exercising their jurisdiction and after instituting an elaborate inquiry
as to the propriety of the patta tendered and adjudging in what particulars the patta
is defective, compelled to decree a dismissal of the suit on the ground that the patta

tendered was not a proper one, It is a strange perversion of legal phraseology to say
that the Civil Courts have no jurisdiction to entertain suits for arrears of rent, because
tta tendered was such as the tenant was bound

the rent cannot be decreed unless the pa
11 be conferred by the Bill on Civil Courts to

to accept; and that a new jurisdiction Wi
take cognizance of suits for rent and decree rents justly found due even if no patta

had been tendered or the patta tendered was such as the tenant was not bound to accept.
Suits for rent are, not uncdmmonly, dismissed on the ground that the patta tendered
was not such as the tenant was bound to accept, and before the Court arrives at that
determination, it investigates and tries several issues of fact and law. Is it to.be said
that, because in the result the suit had to be dismissed either in the Court of first
instance or in the Appellate Court, the Civil Courts had no jurisdiction to entertain
the suit ? ‘ '
The Hon’ble Mr. Crolé suggests that a fresh starting point for the cause of action
may be provided so as to tide over the difficulty of claims for rent being barred
owing to the delay in the disposal of summary suits before the Revenue Courts and
appeals therefrom. Even if this suggestion is practicable and can be incorporated in
the Bill without giving rise®to other diffictilties, the remedy thereby afforded can be
applied only to a particular class of ca'ses,._M’ilt is unnecessary to consider now
whether the proposed remedy even in respect of that limited class of cases will be
efficacious without introducing some other changes in the law. So far as the landlords
are concerned, the Hon’ble Mr. Crole’s amendment will, no doubt, commend itself to
them, but that is in no way inconsistent with the proposed amendment of section 7.
It will be welcome as an additional amendment, but not as a substitute for the
‘proposed amendment. I wish also to point out in connection with the question of the
‘jurisdiction of Civil Courts and Revenue Courts that, under the present law as inter-
preted by the Full Bench decision, the Civil Courts can decree rents though there has
‘been no exchange of pattas and muchalkas nor even-a- tender of patta by the land-
lord, if it is proved that the landlord and tenant have either expressly or impliedly
agreed to dispense with the exchange of pattas and muchalkes. Nor does the Aect
require that, before he can bring a suit for arrears of rent in a Civil Court, the land-
lord should bring a summary suit in the Revenue Court under the Rent Recovery
~Act to enforce the acceptance of a patta which has been tendered but refused.

I come next to the question of occupancy right dealt with by the Hon’ble

Mr. Crole in his dissenting minute. ‘Thatis a question of great importance which has

been the subject of discussion for many years, and I have no doubt that it will receive

*lxe most careful consideration of this Council for & period probably extending over
-fwo or three years when a Tenancy Bill is iritroduced. ~But it appears tome that there
still seems to exist a considerable misapprebension of the nature of the rent law in
force in this Presidency from the commencement of this century, notwithstanding the

lucid exposition of the law in Chockalinga Pillay vs. Vythilinga Pandara Sannadhi.
. Act VIII of 1885 is entitled “ An Act o consolidate and improve the laws whith
. .define the process io be taken for the recovery of rent.””  The regulations in- foree prior
_to the date of this Act from the time of Regulation XXV of 1802 were mierely laws
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ing the process to be taken for the recovery of rent and giviug safeguar:ds l‘)y
SSﬁzgﬁospeciaY provisions against the abuse of such process. Regulutiotr 1V of 1822
makes this meaning perfectly clear. It would be foreigu to tbq nature and scope of
an Act of the description of Act VIII of 1865 to introduce into 1t, any provision
regarding the relative rights of landlords and tenants in the tenants’ holdings. As
observed by Mr. (nuw Sir) Philip Hutchins in his note on the tenant right of ryots im
Madras, dated 29th August 1882, “ there is npthlng to’ support the inference t’ltlat the
object of the legislature was to protect their (ryots’) right of occupancy. i ’The
decision of the High Court in Chokalinga Pillay »s. Vythilinga Pandara Sannadhi—as
regards the correctness of which I am glad to note the char}ge in W'hat 1§ called
the erratum to the dissenting minute—has never been questioned. Indeed, I may
venture to point out that it has always been regarded as sound in principle and,'
though it has sometimes been misunderstood, has always been followed and regarded
as sound and authoritative. As observed by Scotland, C. J., and Holloway, J.,
in that case, the possession or acquisition of rights of occupancy is a question
' entirely outside the-scope of the regulations; and all that the Court laid down
was that Act VIII of 1865 or the regulations that preceded it did not lay down any
rule in affirmance of a right of occupancy. This principle has alwa,ys been adhered
to, and the Courts have decided sometimes in favour of the right of occupancy and
sometimes against it upon the evidence forthcoming in each case. Itis somewhat
‘'surprising to be told that an amendment of the law in regard to the recovery of rent
should in any way affect the tenant’s right of oecupaucy or, if he has not got it now,
affect his acquiring it with the help of fresh legislation on the subject. We have n}gt
yet had in this Presidency a Tenancy Aci, the essence of which will be to def:i[net:1 :
respective rights of property of the landlord and the tenant in the hol(hngg-.,b nS ah.
respect we are behind Bengal, the North-Western Provinces and the Punjab. tu(.z

a measure, I have no doubt, will be introduced into this Council when }:hls mature,
and I presume that the Rent Recovery Aet will be incorporated into it wi neﬁessary‘
modifications. It will be appropriate in a Tenancy Act to assign one or two chapters
to define the process to be taken for realising arrears of rent summarily or otherwise.
But the existing Act for the amendment of which this Bill is introduced is essentially
a Rent Recovery Act and it will be strange indeed to introduce into it a provision 88
to the tenant's right of occupancy and the presumption to be made by Courts in regard
to the existence of such rights. Such a provision will he altogether outside the g(iope
of an Aet for the recovery of rent and by ne ingenuity can it be r('egaa?ded as apcillary
to effectuate any of the provisions of the Act. . And here I may invite the attenttlox;
of the Council to section 12 of the Act aecording to which a suit for the ?Jectr:xen o

a tenant, on the ground that he is only a tenant at will or a‘tenant from y (ej?:il % ye:tr
or that he has no permanent rights of occapancy, can be brought only in a Civil Court.

hi neil should be disposed to entertain the proposal to insert & provision
' mgar];irtxglzhoe,otl;nant’s right of oc%upancy in the Bill, the proposal’ submitted bﬁ the
- Hon’ble Mr. Crole will have to be considerably elaborated and pro(;uslon made in
" respect of various classes of lands, such as panmai or home-farm lands, waste land.sl
- relinquished lands, lands held under a zamindar on service tenure in lieu of wages;
. in respect of the effect to be given to stipulations in muchalkas obtained from tenants.

to the effect that they bave no right of occupaney or that they will surrender. the -

- the end of the fasli; and iu respeet of various other matters which can be
zlndg::ted,a i:léluding » workable and intelligent definition of right of joconpaney.
W%ile I have no sentiment whatover against piecemeal or fragmentary legislation,
‘1 strongly condemn incomplete and defective legislation on points proposed to be

 operation. It this Bill bedotie'law, I feel'nd'doubt that, aftet the-heat of controve
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dealt with in a so-called piecemeal measure. Here I may invite the attention of
the Councii to two decisions of the High Court reported in I.L.R., 13 Madras 60,
‘and 16 Madras 95, in which it is held that the onus of proof is upon the zamindar
‘who brings a suit {0 ejert a ryot in the zamindari to establish that he has the right
to eject the ryot; and I may eay that these decisions are mot in conflict with the
 decision in Chockalinga Pillay vs.  Vythilinga Pandara Sannadhi. v
L attach no value to the- criticism that the Bill is introduced in the interests of
landlords. For nothing should be further from the mind of every Hon’ble Member
. of this Council than desiring the prombtion of the interests of any class at the expense
of the interests of any other class of Her Majesty’s subjects, or pitting one eclass of
public servants against another class of public servants, or one cet of tribunals against
‘another set of tribunals. But if the plainest dictates of justice and exXperience, extend-
ing over a long period aid almost over the whole Presidency, require that the
interests of landholders should not be ruthlessly sacrificed, I shall not shrink from
advocating a measure because it is intended to improve their %)sition without in an
~way infringing upon the rights of tenants or sacrificing or subor inating their interests
to those of the landlords. Bo far ag the present measure is concerned, I may be
permitted to asgett emphatically that it is no less in the interests of tenants than in
‘the interests of landlords, to say nothing of the moral effect which it will have in arrest-
ing the feeling of irritation and friction which, for some years past, has' been existing
between landlords and tenants especially in' the Northern Circars. The opposition
o this measure seems to be akin to the proverbial policy of giving a thing a bad -
‘mame to hang it. ' For I capnot understand a friend of the ryot trying to" belittle the
importance of the repeal of the last paragraph of sbetion 10 which for thirty years has
- worked great and manifest injustice in numerous cases, with some of which I have
been professionally conneeted. I am not aware of the occult ‘process employed by
- sympathetic and eflicient Revenue officers for the purpose of spiriting away the impera-
tive provision of section 10 that the Collector shall pass an order for ejecting the
defendants in the circumstances referred to in the section: see LL.R., VIII Madr.e,
Pp- 2 and 8. Several enactments which were passed in spite of gloomy. forebodings
‘remain on the Indisn Statute Book with very beneficient results to the public iz their
Ia
Bins pussod away, it will bo opncedel ‘on il hands €t i ‘messurd wliks biefldal
the ryot and just t the landiord has boe siled to tho Biafate Bock. ' -
- .- 1 beg-now to move that under rule 47—under which I can move either that the
Bill and report be taken into.consideration at,once or that the consideration of them
'be postponed to a.subsequent. meeting—that the consideration of the Bill as amended
- by the select committee and presented to. this council;be postponed to a future meeting.
.+ The Hon’ble Mr. Gnose.~—I beg to second the motiome .. =
=i The Hon’ble Mr. Crore.—~Your Excellency,,this T4 the mest extraordi
immoner of presenting, the Sele#: Committee’s report I haverever heard. But I'do not
want 40 quarvel with the Hon’ble V. Bhashyam A iyangar, for that. . He has ne doubt

_ “in:the bulkyipaper-he has read to us .eased his mmd: ahd I hope he iskatisfied with
‘<his animedversions upon me. I must ‘eonféss that T-must congratulate him on the

wstep-he. has:takem. The step is marked by great propriety. and myeh diseretion.,. I

"séan offer him these. felicitations with. all the more pleasure, as, I athy the suffersr by
- -greeing 10 his motidn. » X iwould have been delighted to have goua, ‘en;with:thig Bill
. .mndito have dispelled ineny errors that have gather® around- 1% ; . but I,ghall content
viuyolf -with saying: that "I .wait with confidence till this Bill is ‘again befors the
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Council and I undertake to dis |

apprehensions that are at the bot‘cpGI m Jisprove thoso illusiqns“

and th ig-
enactment. om of the Hon’ble Bhashyam Aiy . 98¢ mis

angar’s proposed

future day.

The motion was put to the Council and agreed to.
His Excellency the Presrprnr then dissolved the meeting.

. (By order).

G. S. FORBES,
Secretary to the Couneil,

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

ANNEXURE.

MEMORANDUM TO ACCOMPANY THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF
. THE GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS FOR THE YEAR 1897-98,

The transactions with which this statement deals are those which, under the Pro-
vincial contract, have been placed under the control of this Government. Appendix
A exhibits the actua's under Provincial funds for 1895-96, the budget and revised
estimates for 1896-97, and the budget estimates for 1897-98. The following para-
graphs deal in detail with the figures of these three years. Amounts are expressed
throughout this statement in lakhs of rupees.

I.—Accounts of 1895-96.

Buigs: Acwals  The year opened with a balance of 3860

Te05.96. 18&_)‘6()}96. lakhs, or 3:60 more than the original
Ovening bals .. .. .. sso0 a3seo estimate. The total receipts were 10-51
Receipts .- LW U smos srde more, and the total charges 6:17 less,
s5708 37119 than the estimate. The deficit of 1227
Charges .. .. .. .o .. 33435 32818  hHudgeted for was thus converted into a

Closing balsnoe .. 2273 4301  surplus of 4-41 and the year closed with a
balance of 43-01 against 22-73 anticipated.

As compared with the actuals of 1894-95, the receipts of 1895-96 showed an
increase of 9:82 lakhs, being better under almost every head of revenue, and chiefly
under the principal heads, in which there was a rise of 9:28 lakhs. Under Lanp
Revenvus proper a fall of ‘62 occurred, but Adjustments were better by 5:61, chiefly
owing to the refund of the special contribution of three lakhs made to Imperial
revenues.in 1894-95, which appeared as a deduction in that year, but as an addition
in 1895-96. In the receipts by civil departments, an increase of 1-13 represents the
balance re-adjusted to the credit of Provincial funds of the contribution made in pre-
vious years to the Pdmban Pilotage Fund on account of the dredger Wenlock. An
improvement of *40 under C1vi Works was mainly due to the realization of -22 by the
sale of the old Town Police Court.

The expenditure of 1895-96 was 14-65 lakhs in excess of that for the previous
year, Of this excess, -68 was due to a rise in the average rate of exchange com-
pensation allowance. The largest increase (8:77) occurred under CiviL Works. The

. outlay in the civil department increased by 4-38, the greater portion of which related

to grants drawn by municipahties for drainage-and other purposes. The Madras
municipality drew 3:50 and district municipalities 3-23, against 2:23 only by the latter
in the previous year. In the Public Works department, the actuals were 4'41 higher
owing to an inc®ased programme of works. Under MiNor Works aAND NaviaarioN the
previous year’s Public Works expenditure was exceeded by 246 owing to the Nandyar -
channel extension and the construction and repair of agricultural works on a more
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e Cl l]. '

departmente the increase am

lents res ounted to 2-11 lakhs, of whi : i

due chiefly to a:idxtlons to the district force / the ll;dllkl e In P'OI%ICE charges
occurring under Epucarion. ’ uts of the remaining increase

The i

1895-96 are explained below :—
Recerrrs.

I.—Zand Rez‘v?:nue.

l Budget. ’ Revised, ! Accounts

Land Revenue proper 5 )
Adjustments .? P .o .. ..: . . 1‘35‘7)% 132 84 133-16
. 2:75 35617 863
30

The fall was due chiefl S
. ) y to large relinquish : ’
incr . ments of w .
. di?‘se%?l;?eevizzgemsnt rates in Malabar anticipated in t%lllteell‘)ilnd (t(zddvtan and to the
by the sales of wast esl lmézte mcludfzd 2:36 expected to be realized igI; thr}o : \aving bep "
increase was mai(nl; d;l;1 f, ?ﬁlt thfls r{;aoelpt did not acerue. Under Zg}sttna district
, . ue to the refund of the speci O yustments the
Limperial in 1894-95 diminished by the Pa}'mengzeglfd}fgmtlzl}l;:;zz.?aff 3 lakhs made to
on account of the

abolition of the Military Secretariat.

II1.—8alz.
Budget. ‘ Revised. Accounts
197 1-50 161

C

IV.—Stamps.
Budget, l Revised. I Aocount:—— )
6850 ) 69-85 59:75

V.—Ezcise.

~ FINANCIAL S TATEMENT.

The extension of the tree-tax system was chiefly responsible for the incroase.

VIII.——Assessed Tazes.

Budget. , Revised. , Aoccounts.

L3
3425 J 35687 ] 3508

Budget. Revised. Acoounts,
11-20 1145 11:43
ment under this head indicates an increase of commereial

The progressive improve
prosperity and the closer supervision o

IX.——Forest. ..
i
o

£ assessments,

Acecounts.

Budget. l Revised.

9-36 \ 1025 l 1055

The revenue of 1895-06 was the highest reached, the increase being due mainly
to a considerable rise in the receipts from Timber and other produce removed by

consumers or purchasers.”

X11.—Interest.
Budget. \ Revised. \l Aceounts.
1-68 \ 158 \ 151
in the season and

Interest on advances to cultivators fell with the improvement
92 and 1892-93.

the repayments of the large loans taken during the distress in 1891~

XVI-A.—Law and Justice— Courts of Law.
l Budget. Revised. ’ Accounts. »
717 765 l 743 '

The improvement over the budget was almost entirely due to an increase in the

realization of magisterial fines.

. XVI-B.—Law and Justice—Jails. :
Budget. ‘ Revised. * Accounts, ‘ B
. 4
872 ‘ 435 484
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Large suppliss were made to the Police, Public Works, Military and Postal
departments.

XVIII.—Marine.

Budget. Revised. ‘ Accounts.

02 ] 1'13 ’ 113

The large increase over the budget estimate was, as explained above, due to the

re-adjustment of contributions previously made to the Pdmban Pilotage Fund on
account of the dredger Wenlock.

XIX.—Education. -

Budget. ’ Revised. l Accounts,

1-82 182 ] 105

The fees collected at the Law and Teachers’ Colleges, and the sales in the

School of Arts and in the Reformatory School were higher than anticipated in the
budget.

XX.—Medieal.

Budget. Fovised. ‘ Avcounts.

04 C 109 l 1:34

The increase was mainly due to recoveries from the Tanjore and Madura munici-
palities in connection with the Sanitary I'ngineer’s establishment. Lunatic Asylum
receipts also tend to grow, and there was a rise in.the recoveries effected from
municipalities en aceount of the Mcdical College consequent on a corresponding
increase in the ccllege charges in the previous year.

XXTI.—8Scientific and other Minor Departments.

Budget. Revised. ’ Acoounts.

1-81 214 ’ 2-17 l

The receipts from cinchona plantations are improving, owing chiefly to a larger
demand for quinine and to larger sales of quinine powders. The income from examin-
ation fees has risen in comsequence of the higher qualifications now required of
persons seeking to enter the Government service.

n
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XXIL.—Receipts in aid of Superannuation, Retired and Compassiqnate Allowances.

Budget. ‘ Revised. ' Accounts,

-39 ‘ , ‘43 ’ '46

The increase was due to a more general resort by persons employed by local
bodies to the provisions of article 863 -of the Civil Service Regulations.

XXIII.—Stationery and Printing.

—

Budget. ( Revised. ] Aoacounts.
&

1-38

114 } 1-36

Larger supplies of stationery to local bodics and the Court of Wards and increased
sales of Acts and books account for the excess over the budget. The work turned
out for private parties at Collectorate presses fell.

XXVI.~State Railways— Gress Traflic Receipts.

Budget. ’ Rovised. ’ Accounts. -

225 ) 2:48 ' 247

The earnings of the Méyavaram-Muttupet Railway were higher than anticipated.

. XXX.—Minor Works and Navigation.
' Budget. ’ Revised. Accounts, '
l 186 l 1:82 167 ‘

The receipts in the Civil department, which are of a fluctuating character, chiefly
comprising contributions by ryots, showed a small increase over the budget estimate ;
but in the Public Works department the budget estimate was not realized, chiefly
owing to a decline under water-supply to towns, plantations and other canal produce,

XXXIL.—Civil Works.

Budget. ‘ Revised. l Accounts,
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As explained above, *22 accrued from the sale of the old Town Police Court at
Madras. The revenue derived from rent of buildings also increased.

Contributions from Lscal Funds.

) Budget. Revised. 1 Accounts.

2:74 3801 3-03

The salaries of Special Fund clerks were debited for the first time during the
year under review to 2. Lanp RevENue—Provincial. These charges were formerly
debited to Local Funds, and recovery is now effected under this adjusting head. The

adjustments on account of expenditure on the Miyavaram-Mvtupet Railway were
however, smaller than originally anticipated. ’

CHARGES.

3.— Land Revenue.

Budget. ‘ Revised. \ Aoccounts.

§52-29

51-89 ‘ 52:00 '

.

The difference between the accounts and the estimates was brought about b
several causes. A saving occurred in Amin Devi charges owing to the expenditure oi
coir manufacture having been less than anticipated in the estimutes. There was also
decreased expenditure by the Survey department on temporary establishments and
in th.e budget provision of one lakh for town surveys. Enhanced expenditure was
entailed by the grant of privilege leave and by exchange compensation allowance

y

and tbe change in classification alluded to above increased the ch »
and Special Fund Establishment. © charges fnder Local

5.—8alt. .
Budget. l Revised. Accounts.
6:98 - ’ ' 843 6-19

The budget and revised estimates made too large a provision for
gnd petty construction and repairs. On the other hang, incregs:ed expendit;.i;v S;g:
incurred in consequence of the appointment of an Assistant Commissioner for the
newly-formed Bellary sub-division and of a large number of Inspectors and establishs
ments in connection with the extension of the tree-tax system. The charges on

account of Salt Purchase and Freight also rose owing partly to the purchase on

account of Government of a portion of the old stock of the licensees of the excige

factories of the Vayalur circle and of the salt manufactured during the season of

1895 by the licensees of those factories and in the excise factories of the Kanuparti

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

and Fnnore circles, and also partly to the transfer of Government salt from the
factories in the Vayalur and Ennore circles to the Madras depdt for storage, this
being counterbalanced by decreases under petty works for manufacture and storage
of salf.

6.—Stamps.
Budget. I Revised. i Accoants.
—
251 ‘ 261 1 2:66 -

The budget estimate was exceeded under Discount on sale of Court-fee Stamps and
under Stamps supplied -from Central Stores. The excess in the first item, which was
trifling, is accounted for by the large increase in the receipts credited per contra
under I V. Stamps. :

11.— Forest.

Budget. Revised. Accounts.

7-86 7-40 723

Short expenditure on communications and buildings occurred in consequence of
the insufficiency of establishments and the difficulty experienced in preparing esti-
mates for works ; there were also savings under demarcation, survey, plantations and
fire protection charges. :

12.— Registration.

: Budget‘. Reovised. ¢ Acoounts.

- 426 ‘ 4:06 4:08

Savings occurred in the provisions for regrading' registrars and sub-registrars,
for new sub-registry offices, for supplies and services and for contingencies.

18.—Interest on Ordinary Delt.

f"wk"' S Budget. l Reovised. t " Accounts.

1°53 ‘ 1-68 l 1-69

¥

¢+ The excess over tho budget was due to the outstandings at the close of the year’

aving been larger than anticipated.
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15. Post Ufice.

Budget. } Revised. Accounts,

*95 l 86 ‘88

The provision in the budget for raising the salaries of the existing staff and for
entertaining additional establishments in conn‘ection with the village postal service,
was only partially utilized.

18.— General Administration.

] Budget. Revised. Accounts.

974 10-08 10-26

Of the excess of the accounts over the estimates, ‘05 represents the amount
drawn in March 1896 by His Kxcellency Lord Wenlock for fifteen duys in that month

prior to his retirement. A similar sum was sanctioned by the Government of India as -

an addition to the contract grant of His Excellency the Governor in consequence
of His Excellency the Viceroy’s visit to Madras. The revised estimate and the
accounts include "17 and -20, respectively, on account of the deputation of officers
to the Public and the Revenue departmerits for special work. The accounts further
include 03 on account of the allowance paid to the Examiner in Hindustani owing
to the re-orgamization of the office of the T’ersian and Hindustani Translator to
Government. Additional expenditure was also entailed by the grant of privilege
leave. The budget provision for the Board of Revenue was exceeded owing to the
entertainment of a special officer in gnticipation of the appointment of an Assistant
Secretary, and to increased expenditure under travelling allowances and contingencies,
partly counterbalanced by short expenditure under establishment. '

' , ®

19-A.—Law and Justice— Courts of Law.

! Budget. ‘ Revised. l Accounts,

46'74

i
!
{
|
i
)

4680 l 46-70

Savings accrued from the vacancy in the High Court caused by the retirement

of the Honourable Mr. Parker in February 1896 not having been filled up for about.

a month, The provisions for process service establishments and for petty construc-
tion and repairs in Civil and Sessions Courts were not fully utilized. Under
Criminal Courts, there was a saving in the item of diet and road money to prose-
cutors and witnesses and accused persons which was, however, more than counter-
balanced by an inecrease in the one-fifth charges transferred to this head from 3.
Laxp Revenve,  Pleadership examination charges decreased in consequence of a fall
in the number of candidates, owing to- the higher standard of educational quali-
fications now required for admission. Fees to pleaders in civil and pauper suits and
criminal cases excecded the budget provision, L

‘but
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19-B.— Law and Justice—dJails.

I Budget. I Revised. Accounts.

‘ 1110 l 10-40 10-35

The budget estimate included -0 for the construction of the cellular jail at
Cuddalore ; this provision was, however, subsequently transferred to 45. C1viL WORKS
—Ciil oficers. Allowing for this transfer, the outlay under Jail manufactures
exceeded the budget provision owing to a large increase in the outturn of manu-
factures. The growth, however, of this outlay implies an increase under receipts.
On the -other hand, there was a considerable saving owing to a fall in the jail
population and in the price of food-grains.

20.— Peolice.
* Budget. l Revised, Accounts.
46°569 ’ 4508 4584

- The leave allowance paid to Deputy Iuspector-General Colonel Kilgour while on
private affairs leave at the Nilgiris; the revision of establishment; additional clerks
sanctioned for anthropometrical work; and an increase in the charges for packing
and carriage of clothing, arms, &c., caused an excess under Superintendence. Under
District Executive Force, savings under salaries and exchange compensation allowance
were more than counterbalanced by excess expenditure in the charges for the district
force, hospital charges, travelling allowances, rewards, rents, rates and taxes, postage,
clothing -and arms. The budget as well as the revised took credit for too large a
gaving in the charges of the district force ; whercas additions to the force were made
from time to time and five first-class and six second-class Inspectors were enter-

 tained from September 1895.. There was an excess under travelling allowance which

is attributed to the extension of railways. Under Railway police, the budget provided
for the formation of a regular force, but as the formation was t0 be gradual, the

. -provision was reduced in the revised. The budget made too large a provision under

Cattle pounds for petty construction and repairs. The allotment sanctioned for Steam-
boiler Inspection almost entirely lapsed owing to the death of the Inspector and to the
vacancy not having been filled up before the end of the year.

1

21.—Marine,
»

»

Patful o Budget. Revised. Acoounts. I

40 - 15 *16 l

- The budget provided ‘23 to cover deficits of Port Fands as in previous years ;
this amount was not utilized. ) '

E 3
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22.—Education.

Budget. ‘ Revised. L Accounts. l

I
|

| 17-31 ‘ 16-54 ‘ 16-71 l

- };J;hgb z%eeézl ggxnttof ‘50 sanctioned for the Madras students’ hostel and inelud

0 ke ect%on”e‘h‘ma e was not drawn during the year, The charges on ac aed

of 1‘)v otio d'ds oxlacv an 1ncrease. The budget took credit for a saving of .O5ccognt

Drinilogo leare aln dn](;r ;crcx;;e ; 1n(t3reased expenditure being incurred by the gr:;lt ?)lf'
' , yments on account of travelling allo

of the Teachers’ colleges at Saidapet and Rajahmundry rose% Whiiv;tfl ?ﬁ: .exg(:le’dﬁﬁ'zg:;

stipends in training schools v i 1
Sy s dn traini if—aid,” o {’:;sgg.erestlmated in the budget. Of the provision of

24— Medical, ’
Budget. I Revised . l Accounts, -
1328 , 13°03 I 13:00

Savings occurred in the charges for the out-do

P o . . : ] -door establi :
g?lglilxlle;i i?ég ;;;h: expenditure in hospitals and dispensaries, (;sggzr:xin?;fe}?i]eeﬂ Sanitary
On the other hand nthgreater economy in providing bedding and clothing for y ut}_)on "
Tndia or emploved. o e D}i{lzber of senior -covenanted medical officers on leavg) : 1etnts.
The estimateg ; grth n H(lil ary duty was smaller than was anticipated in the boa o

. dinates which rose %:V‘;gge;:%r;:;:;itt;f (clhaliges on account of reserve medical :u‘gg::
been attached to civil hospitals from tim: tfiirggﬁcers on higher grades of pay having

26.—Scientific and other Minor Departments.

‘ Budget. ‘ Revised. | Accounts.

\ £ r 400 l 405 : . =

The budget provided ‘10 for farm sch accou R

; ools and 04 on acco i osnitala

:utg tl}[ese s(;utlll: were not required for expenditure durinl;nilgi Veet:nna? hospitals,
stimate and the accounts include ‘02 on account of the inspect; your. . :

was not anticipated in the budget. ‘fispection of factories which.

=

he revised - "~
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,, 29.—Superannuation Allowances and Pensions.

\ Budget. ‘ Revised. ‘ Accounts.

’ 14:50 \ 14-69

The budget estimate took credit for a saving from lapses from casualties and
transfers of pensions to other provinces; which was not realized. :

14-85

S

30.—Stationery and Printing.

Budget. l Révised. Accounts.

806 ‘ 8-31 ‘ 948

o The actuals under . Stationery supplied from the contral slores exceeded the budget
“ and revised estimates by 1-567 and 1-15, respectively, this being due chiefly to the issue
of new articles, such as typewriters, locks, carbon and manifolding papers, &ec., and to
generally increased demands. A saving took place in the printing done for the
‘Revenue Settlement department, owing to a delay in the preparation of the diglott
registers of the Tanjore district.

-

83.—Famine Relief.

Budget. Revised. ‘ Accounts.

-«

.03y 03

A e TV .
i eyt Sk was devate to tho relil of the poor who sufleed by
- ‘the floods at Ellore, was unforeseen. o

87.— Construction of Railways.

l Budget. Revised, ] Accounts.

 ;,:: . On the- pféparation of the completion estimate of the Méyavaram-Muttupet
" Railway,; ‘it wasfound that more work than originally anticipated was necessary- o .
bring:the lifie to- & proper state of effigiency, and provision was made in the revised

esfimte for the additional work. The lapse on this estimate was due to the transfer
: ""l_arge‘quantity of permanent-way material to the South Indian Railway.. . o

60 \ 53
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38.—~8tate Railways— Working Expenses.

Budget. l Revised. f Aceounts,

. 1-46 l

The M4yavaram-Muttupet Railway is worked b i '
! y the South Ind i
the working expenses are, under the agréement, calculated on ;al;g'zlel:tgemﬁ

earnings. The difference bet : !
o earngin . ‘ ween the actuals and the estimates follows the increase

164 l 1-53

43.— Irrigation—Minor Works and Navigation.

Budget.

Revised. ‘ Accounts.

3772 3633 } 85-56

In the expenditure by the Public Works departme
under “ Works for which Capital and Revenue agcounts:1 t;r;hir:ptvy’as v:h?c(ifri::e
mainly due to the non-adjustment of land compensation charges in the ¥ istna northerg
and South Arcot divisions. Under ¢ Works for which neither Capital nor Revenue
accounts are kept 7, the outlay on minor works was less than was anticipated. Th
charges for special establishment, Tank Restoration Works—-Investigationp revi ]e
shown under this head, were transferred to 45. CrviL, WoRks. ) POVIORSY

45— Civil Works.

. Budget. Revised. l Accounts.

35691 8441 I ‘ 33-87

—_

The budget provided 4-25 for istri icipaliti i ‘
: . grants to district municipalities for d
W:.’te{l-supply projects. This was reduced in the revised toP3'33 butr3°£gn;§§; :vl::
?)(f: 1;9.5 % Iiltx;;v‘;l 5 thfhmumgpghty of Cuddapah not having availed itself of the grant
atered in the revised estimate, whilst other munieipalities drew s
;iggeg;ggggr in tZ:lh'te t}15 1\1[11021 anticipat’ed in it. The aécoull)lts i;:lud:voim&ue 32112:
d, 390 granted to the Madras municipality for construction of an ineci
sanitary improvements. The Public Works grant was not fully utial‘inze:il.m'merator nd

.

. -~

Contributions to Local Funds.

Budget.

| Revised. Aocounts,

- .
© 289 311 303 ¥

The contribvtion to Local funds on account of half the net profts of th
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e working

4 . . . ' N
of the Mdyuvaram*Muttupet Railway was underestimated in the budget. I.‘hfa graut
for education was also exceeded. The short expenditure compared with the
revised was due to smaller grants made for Public Works.
[ . N
II.—Revised Estimate for 1896-97.
The Budget and Revised Estimates for 1896-97 are compared below :—
Revenue. Expenditure.
Number Number
of head of Heads. of head of Bud R
Budget | Revised account. aecount. | Budget | Revised
eetmnite estimate. More. L_”"' estimate. jestimate. More. | Less.
. . ve . . I Refunds and Drawbacks 1 1-22 1-34 ‘12 .
134-50 | 124-10 . 1040 1 Land Revenue—Proper 3 5303 51-61 . 142
31-66 3262 96| .. : Do. Adjustents .. . ..
171 1-2¢ . 47 111. | Salt . .e . . 5 709 626 .. 83
5985 59-63 .. 22 1V. | Stamps .. . . . 6 2:63 267 -04 ..
8612 8700 88 ve V. | Excise .. . . . 7 194 1-78 .o ‘16
76 01 .. 06 VIi. | Customs .. . .. 9 2:39 239 | . ..
1145 12-00 66 . VIIIL. | Assessed Taxes .. . 10 ‘13 13 e ..
10-08 1171 | 163 . 1X. | Forest .. . ve . 11 835 775 .. GO
620 596 | .. 26 X. | Registration .. o . 12 4:30 4-08 . 22
1448 1:69 21 . XII. | Tnterest .. . . 13 1-72 1-66 08
. e . . X111, | Post Office .. ey ot 16 1-07 1-02 .. 06
. . . .. ‘e General Administration .. 18 973 9-88 ‘16 -
7:70 690 .. 80 XVI-a | Law and Justice—Ceurts of
) Law .. . N . 19-a. 4705 4592 113
426 484 -68 . XVI-p. | Law and Justice—Jails . 19-n. 1051 10 00 b1
1:03 112y 09} .. XVIl. | Police Proper .. . e 20 43-01 4399 98 ! ..
354 848 | .. 06 e Do. Pounds .. . . . 2-81 2:66 28
.o 07 07 . XVIII. | Marine .. .e . . 21 40 1419 79 ..
1-98 206 12 ve X1X. | Eduoation .o .. .o 22 17-41 1649 92
1-22 1-28 06 . XX. | Medical .. . . . 24 1307 13-08 01 ..
. . . . .o Political .e .. .e 26 ‘84 80 04
2-13 2:35 22 . XXI. | Scientific and other Minor
Departments .. e 26 439 4:08 . -31
47 61} 04 XXII. | Superannuation  Allowances
and Pensions e . 29 1660 15 52 .. -08
1-38 1321 .. 06 | XXIIL. | Stationery and Printing . 30 8:39 900 | 61| ..
1-64 1-68 ‘14 .e XXW. | Micoollaneous .. . 32 1-52 160 .. 02
. e . . . Famine Relief .. .. . 38 . 826 | 326 ..
Construction  of .
. g Reil WB.ilwnys . 37 *40 20 20
. . tate Rail- orking ex-
gri| 210| . | cor) XXVLTogp penues R 168 | (167 . o1
Miscellaneous
) . Railway . 41 .o . . .
ae] 12| o | 04l xxx M;‘;‘{““{Tffi’i Givil .. .. 43 420! 436 -15) ..
1-70 1661 .. 05 : gation. P.W.D. . 3895 | 3827 .. 68
-08 00| 01| .. e Civil .. .. 45 805 82| 2| .. .
126 ] 181] 66f .. XXX1L, Oivil Works. {P.wo. 2800 | 2430] .. | 370
298] 9243| 7| .. o °°Ef,‘;:m “bet. | Ordinary .. . 266 | 305{ -60.| ..
*60 7] .| 8] o ]| ween Pro.q M&FRTATem.
{| vincial and fg;;}:;pet 50 .53' .03
. L Looall y . ¢
182767 | 8214} .. | 62 . _ Total .. 312:93 | 33867 436
.o . .o se e Burp]us .o .e (X3 . e .o . ‘e
.o . e .o ‘s Deficit .+ .e .e v . 15-26 17-16 | 1-90 .s
4188 | 4301} 113§ .. | Opening. Ralance .. | Closing. | 2662 | 2586, .. 77

. The total revenue is expected to fall short of the
- charges will, it is anticipated, ehow a saving of 4:36.

.

budget figure by 6-26 but the
The actual opening balauce of
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the year proved to be 1-13 better than the fizure adopted i ‘ .

The closing balance for 1896-97, which was p{gaced at 22'62, v?ﬁfl:ée;’%%geﬁ essé;xm(zilte‘.;
2585 or only ‘77 less than originally anticipated, notwithstanding the la? z dean "
in revenue and thfa unforeseen outlay on famine expeuditure, the detail fg hielll'ease
explained below, in the order of the heads of account. ’ 3 01 Which are

REcripTs.

I. Laxo Revenue CoLrkcrions (—1 0:40).—The total loss of revenue, under hoth

Tmperial and Provincial, the bulk of which is due to th i : .
about November 1+96, 2 oo o1 158, ue to the famine which declared itself

ApsUstMENTS (496).—This increase represents (i) a saving igi i
mate of the contribution towards the Detent?on hosp(itt)i.l, a largg ;?of)}égt?:;g;?a}vvﬁsizg
13 transferred to next year, and (ii) a compensation from Imperial for the losses
suatained by Proviucial on account of the sale-proceeds of copy stamped papet bein
credited to LV. Staxrs {one-fourth of which is Imperial), while the bulk of th% char, ‘egs
cousisting of remuneration to copyists, &c., is entirely debited to Provincial heads. 5

II1. Saur (—47).—The decrease is d , )
already explained. ) rease 18 due to the same causes as in 1895-96, as

IV. Sramps (—'22).—The actuals of the later months of th inni i
1 e year, b
November, show a decrease as compared with the previous year, {)rol)’abi?(?:l l;gczvlixt)l:

of the unfavourable character of the season i istri i
of the unfavourat son in the affected districts, and the estimate

V. Excisk (-'88).—The usual advance ofL revenue und i

. . er this head due t
extension of the tree-tax system has been retarded by famine, and there hal;en& ﬂé:
been time to recover the losses which accrued in the sales of toddy shops under ghe
new system. The revised estimates provide therefore for only a small increase.

VIIIL. Assesskp Taxes (4-'556).—The increase is progressive and mainly due to

improvement in collections year by year. There were also uncollected balances at

the end of 1895-96.

IX. Forgst (+1-63).—Increased receipts are expacted from timber and o
produce removed by consumers or purchasers, morIc)a particularly under iniﬂloir §3:§§:
produce in the Northern Circle in consequence of better sales of the bark of Cassia
auriculata (includirg an advance collection of 45 for 1897-98) and of the leasing of
date trees on unreserved lands. Other causes for the anticipated incresse aregthe
crediting to 1X. Forest instead of to 1. Lanp Revenus of the receipts derived from
unreserved lands under the control of the Forest department, a large demand for

bamboos, and the better management of (grazin n, i
. ment
throwing open of larger areas to grazing, (& g arrangements accompanied by the

X. Registrati — —_ ‘
unfavourabli s:a?s;zl,l (—-25).~—The actuals show a falling off, apparently due to the

XII. INTEREST (--21).—The sanctioned estimate di ici

e . . e did not anticipate h

realizations of interest y P such large

realztlos st at 4 and 6} per cent. as have actually occurred on vadvanceg to
XVI-A. Law anp JusticE—Covurt oF Law (—'80).—The receipts from magis-

terial fines which showed & progressive increase durin
. : ? g several years fell i
during the latter months of the year. No special reason for thi}; isrzp;argﬁltmdembly

*s
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XVI-B. Law AND JUSTICE—JAILS {(+58).—As explained under the actuals of
1895-96, tha increase occurs under sale-procecds of manufactures and depends on the

outlay incurred thereon,
XIX. Epucation (+:12).—The receipts from the Law College are rising steadily.

XXI. SCIENTIFIC AND oTHER MiNor DEPARTMENTS (+--22).—The demand for
quinine and febrifuge has risen considerably ; the fees from candidates appearing
for the Lower Secondary aud other Special Test examinations are also increasing.

XXV. MisceLLANEOUS {4 *14).— The estimates have been framed with reference
to the actual receipts from unclaimed deposits which were high in 1895~96 ; they also
include recoveries from municipal bodies towards the cost of the Secretary to Gove

" ernment, Local and Municipal Department.

XXXII Crvin Works— Public Works Depariment (-456).—Larger amounts are *
being realised under sales, rents, &c., of buildings.

- CoNTRIBUTIONS—Ordinary (-+17).—This represents larger recoveries from local
and special funds on account of controlling establishments.

ExPENDITURE.

Savings to the extent of 1-39 are expeoted to accrue owing to the lower rates of
exchange compensation allowance sanctioned during the year.

1. Rerunns (4+°12).—A refund of ‘14 was made in June 1896 to the Rajah of
Venkatagiri on account of the proportionate peishcush levied on lands taken up for

roads.

8. Lanp ReveNve (—1°42).—Besides the saving under exchange compensation
allowance, lapses ocour in the provisions originally made for horse allowance to Tah-
sildars and Deputy Tahsildars, improvement of the position of taluk establishments,
reorganization of the Survey Department, the special class of surveyors required for
town surveys and permanent and temporary establishments of the Settlement
1epartment. '

5. Sarr (—83) ; and 7. Fxorsg (—'16),—These lapses, which occur notwithstand-
ing the increased provision made under salaries for the additional officers recently
sanctioned, are mainly due to savings under establishments,. rewards, petty works
of construction and repairs, excise licensees’ works, purchase and storage of salt, the
provision made on account of the Muttupet and Papacoil schemes, &e.

11. Forust (— 60).—Owing to insufficiency of establishments, Government timber
operations have been contracted to a considerable extent, and certain allotments
provided under communications, buildings, demarcation and extension of forests have

lapsed as in previous years.
12. REGISTRATION (—'22).—;1‘he charges under commission have fallen with the

" receipts, while ‘the provision for the regrading of registrars and sub-registrars has

lapsed as the scheme has not yet been' sanctioned.

' 18. GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (4-+16).—The increase is due to the absence of
the Chief Secretary on privilege leave, the deputation of a senior officer on special duty,
the appointment of an additional Secretary to Government, and other miner causes. -



FINANCIAL STATEMENT. : FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

19-A. Law anp Justice—Courts (—1:13).—The savings hers are due to the or less arbitrary., So far, the amounts ganctioned by this Government stand as
vacaney in the appointmentof the sixth Judge of the High Conrc duriny the earlier follows :— .
_mon_ths of the year; the reorganisation of the staff of Registrarsand Deputy and Assistant -
Registrars ; the absence on fu;‘lough of the Chief Judge, Small Cause Court, as well Virags. | Go36vari , cudd Total
as of a large number of District and Sessions Judges; the postponement of several —_— Ganjém. | Dutumn, | 203 (Aventsur Bellary. | Kurnool. apah. ‘
works of petty cons‘ruction and repair in mufassal courts, civil and criminal ; the '
gradual reduction of process-service establishments, and the lapse of the prov’isiou -01 03 02 02 08
(one-fifth share debitable to this head) for the improvement of the position of taluk . Salprios and establishments. o o ) -06 . . .. ‘36
gumastahs, v Relief works { P%V.D. 15 .02 04 . gi 3(5) 2: lgg
’ Relief to weavers .. N 20 0. : ‘02 -23 .. . 25
19-B. Law axp Jusrice—Jatis (—51).—The decrease occurs under dietary ' 3{323*3";:;;;;“ U B " 16 .. . . - 16
;;%;ges, clothing and bedding of prisoners, jail manufactures in presidency and district Total .. 20 02 50 -09 200 | o BT 44 343
. . . ‘ ta actually paid £
20 Pomc_E«PROPER. (+ +98).—The increased expenditure is due to the depu- Aol tunds ui fo and of . .08 .9 31 29 1-08
tation on special duty of the Inspector-General to Calcutta, the absefice on privilege February 1897 T -

leave of the Commissioner of Police, the appointment of a second-grade officer as

Assistant with QOvernrnlent, too large a reduction in the sanctioned budget on account ' 87. CoNSTRUCTION OF RAILwAYs (— '20)—A portion of the anticipated expen-
of probable savings, larger outlay on medicines and perishable articles in police diture has been postponed to next year.

hospitals, the constant travelling of the railway police, the deputavion of a strong isiop of 6-00 de i
force from various districts for the Mahamagam festival at Kumbakénam, and the 43. Mixor WoRkS AND NAVIGATION (- 68).——A provision o0 .W?‘: m?i eﬂlln
construction of additional police huts in connection with the outbreak in Mal,abar and the budget for the Cooum improyement scheme ; nearly the whale o B have

the Tinnevelly riots. Is having been abandoned ; out of these savings, re-appropriations have

original proposa g ) X e
befn made for other irrigation works, famine-relief expenditure, damages caused by

. d2f0. PoLice--Pounps (—25).—The sanctioned grants have not been fully uti- floods, &c.
1zed for several years, and the attention of Collectors has been drawn to the matter. 45. Civir Works— Public Works Depariment (— 8-70).—TIn consequence of the

21. MariNe (4 '79).—A provision of ‘21 made for possible grants to Port orders passed by the Government of India in regard to the reductions of expenditure
funds has lapsed, but a grant of 1:00 has beén sanctioned a%a contribution to t}fe in all P‘I’)BSib18 dg’rections, the Public Works Deparimen B avinted 'COHMd?r-
eastern group to facilitate the liquidation of a long-standing debt due to the Madras able portion of the grant, and the bulk of this has also been re-appropriated for famine
port. v and other purposes.

22. EpvcarioN (—92).—The provision of ‘80 made for the hostels’ schemes has ConTRIBUTIONS— Ordinary (4 +50).—A grant of 50 was made to the Bellary
been transferred to the estimates of 1897-98, and the Accountant-General expects a - District Board for roads.

- saving under grants-in-aid with reference to the actuals of previous years. '
26. ScientiFic AND orHER MiNor DEPARTMENTS (—'31).—The decrease is ' vi

] M ) — ase is — - .
accounted for by lapses in the provision made for a Veterinary hospital, savings under TII.—Provincial Contract for 1897—1902
Pony-breeding charges, the absence on furlough of the Superintendent of the Govern- The official year commencing with the 1st April 1897 will be the first of & new
ment Central Museum, the appointment of an officer on a lower rate of pay as Provincial quinquennial ¢ Coutract.” Owing to the uncertainties caused by the
British Consular Agent, Pondicherry and Karikal, the redvetion in the salary of the famine, the Government of India was requested to postpone the revision of the
Director of Cinchona Plantations, the debit of the Quinologist’s salary to Imperial, 4 Contract ? for a year, if possiblo; but it has proposed instead, to make special
when he was on deputation at Caleutta as Acting Reporter on Economic Products, and arrgpgements for 1897-98, and to reserve as practically Imperinl for that period the
the reduced expenditure in connection with the last Provincial Service examination. receipts under LaND REVENUE and Excisr,  For the purposes of the present estimates,

therefore, arbitrary amounts have been assumed under these heads. A further com-

30. STaTIONERY aND PRINTING (- -61).—The cost of stationery supplied from * munication from the Government of India on the revision of the ¢¢ Contract ” has been

the central stores shows a progressive increase in spite of every effort to curtail

ived. but this Government has not as yet bad time to examine it, and the compen-
departmental demands. | :Zgaon o be claimed fow lossos sustained on aceount of famine in 1896-97, the special
33. Famine Revrer (4 3-25).—-It has not been found possible to make reliable . oontribution to be made tor 1697-68 and the ’ﬁxed weeignment for fhe romanhe

estlmatefx of the probal?le expenditure in the current year, and the figures now adopted o :
by the Government of India (3-26 under Provincial and 75 under Local) are more : * Includes -36 sanctioned for Tools and Plant in the Pablic Works Stores.
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four yéars are matters still o Vothi
: S pen. Nothing can theref it
present as to the'particulars of the new Provineial Cor;)trx?a(}t)e” Stat%(id deflutively at

IV.—Budget Estimats for 1897-98.

The estimates of 1897-98 are ex i
. : xpected to open with a b: .
ghle receipts are estrlmated at 31684 and the c}Il)m‘gvs at ?33?}-1(?30?9?5\&25 85 lakhs.
alance of 10:00. The flollowmg statement shiows the general re’SLlit o5 2 closing
with the budget and revised estimates of 1806-97 :— “ compared

I. B Variation in the bud
1896-97, 189798, 1897-98 as c()m[l)lu.x’i::it of
with the
Budget, Revised. Budget. Budget of | Rovieed of
1896-97. 1896-97.
O' ) Provincial.
Opening bulanc(-?. e e e 41488 43-01 2685 | — 1503
Revenne e e e 827-67 32141 31684 | — 1083 | — i
Deficit ( ) or sur lus . .. - - JEST: gt "5 85 : L b
Clbsin balance plus ( +) o o o — 1526 — 1716 - 15'8.5 — 10.34 T o
g B, 2562 25 85 1000 | — 16"1;3 + 11.31
- 16 — 1585

v

Before proceeding to the detailed explanati iati SRR .
of 1897-98 as compared with those Origgna;]li;h(;:Dgtfi(l;ij]:dvaf};?hf)g; 6111(){7}1(a.est1mates
state(‘i that, excluding Adjustments under 1. Lanp Revesve and cxpenditay be
33. FaMINE RELII_EF, the estimates as scttled by the Government of In((hia‘}q)en(jht.ure on
an increase ?f 9:59 under Revegue, and a net reduction of 2335 und 2 Ppl‘owdg for
(of which 22-25 falls under Irrigation and Public Works) as shown bele:w XD cnditure

Revenue. o Expenditure,
i:.:m_d Revenue collections ., 4 418 Land Revenue
A::;::ed Taxes. . v+ 2'!5} 8alt and Excise : . . : ég?
Forest .. .-+ 1.'50 Other principal heads . + 7
Tnterest . R » 79 Civil Departments . + 60
e e .e - .o . Zé %lé[iscell%s_eous .o .. . + 189
e . " e . inor Ol‘l\'s an . . ' .
Other heads .. e e+ 19 Publio Works' .d Navigation. — lg gg
—_ Ot ' S
+ 959 her heads . .. oo =7
— 2335

—

The rate of exchange com i
pensation allowance adopt i
}SDJ'Z—QS a? tsent’_[‘lup* to the Government of India in Jamll)afg Ifaosrt the eftlmages o
{v per cent.  This has now been reduced to 114, (1s. 224) agaiﬁszv?% 5 8'(1.292‘{.3; ;
D57 - dgda.
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assumed in fhe sanctioned estimates of 1896-97. It may be stated once for all that
this accounts for u -decrease in salaries under almost every head. The various rates
allowed from time to time and the aggregate payments made from Provincial revenues
on this account are shown below. It is gratifying to note that these charges are
declining and that there may be savings on the estimates now adopted, as has been the
case in 1896-97.

Rates of exchange. Porcentage of salary.

. 1 Actual
Years. pay-
First | Second | Third | Fourth Fires Second Third Fourth | ments.
quarter. | quarter. | quarter |quarter.| quarter. | quarter. | quarter. quarter. ,
s d. s 4. s 4. s. ad PER CENT.| PER CENT. | PER CENT. | PER CENT, { LAKHS.
rl
1803-94 .. .. .. |1 2% 1 3¢ 1 33t [ 1 3% 108 7% 825% 923 321
1894-96 .. .. 1 23 1 185 [1 1% |1 1 12}t 1743 183¢# 1748 5-98
1805-96 .. .. .. |1 OB |1 & |1 L1 1% 20358 1744 1817 154 660
189607 .. .. e |1 2h 1 28 |1 281 281 18 1333 131%’:\ 10448 | 444t
— - 413
1897-98 .. .. e |1 3% - L i - \—— :
—— — v
s 23d. 1

Budget estimate ..

® Revised estimate. + Budget estimate.

Refunds and Drawbacks {—1.

Accounts

Budget Reviged | Budget
estimate, | estimate, estimatg, ;
1897-98. | 1696-97. ‘ 1896-97. | 1000 g6, | 1894-95. | 1898-94. | 1892-93.

Provincial share.

' ) * ) . 21 -89
Tand Revenue {one-fourth) .. . .lg ?Ig 2894 %g gg g B
Stamps (three-fourths) .. . . '3)1 8 o o8 % a 09
Excise (one-fourth) . . . Rt ks 98 o 03 g
Assessed tax;sl({()me-half) e e (1)2 - 10 12 i 09 08
Forest (one-hait) .. .- . . : ) ) . a2 04 04

Begis?org.tion (one-balf) .. e e 02 02 02 02
Total .. 118 134 122 1116 172 116 126

nDrawbacks gocur only under Customs and are wholly Imperial.

. i can hardly
The charges necessarily fluctuate from year to year, and the estimates har

be expected tf provide for anoreseen demands, such as those which arose in 1894—35
ander Stamps and Forest, or in 1896-97 under Land Revenue, which have already

been explamed.
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I—Land Revenye—3.

Budget | Revised | Budget Accounts,
estimate, | estimate, | estimate,
1897-98. | 1896-9 ~97.
1 96-97 | 1896-97. | 180596, | 1894-95. | 189894, 1892-93.
Shared.,
Revenue— ‘
Ordinary Revenne ve e . 553-56 493:82 536-24 531-10 534-09 . .
Bale of Government Estates .. .. 27 29 .. +68 02 627-:2 504-5:
Bale-proceeds vf Waste Lands and re-
demption of Land-tax .. .. 20 150 113 18 44 25 15
Rgnts, &e., of Fisheries .. . ‘16 -10 ‘13 05 .
 Miscellaneous e el 67 65 53 66 53 94 66
Total ..| 55470 | 49642 |  633-00 | (u) 53265 | (a) 536-13 | (¢) 62878 |  504-09
Prqvincial share (one-fourth) .. oo | (8) 16092 124-10 134-50 133-16 13378 132-20 126-26
Adjustments o . . ] = 110 3252 31°56 35-30 29-69 32°48 33-08
Total ..| 14982 15662 | 166'06 | 16846 | 16347 | 16468 | 159-33
Provincial, T
Expenditure—
{‘General Establishments. 2660 26-38 26°63 (2612 2546 26°
Sub-Divisional Establish- 3850 : i
ments ,. N o 11-80 1179 12:52 11-81 11-76 10 62
Charged of | Amindivi Coir Establish
Adminis ment .. . .. 35 *35 35 21 21 29 48
tration, | Local and Special Fund
* Establishment in Col- ’
lectozs’ offices .. 65 62 | 63 *57 42 -84 31
| Hospitul charges . ‘10 09 10 09 08 08 ]
Charges on account of Fishery collec- ¢
tions .. . e . .. . 04 06 05 04 *02 03
Survey and § Revenue Survey .. 3:08 . 4mn 4-85 612 635 6-6 .
Settlement. { Revenue Settlement ., 3-37 304 352 3-32 324 | 3'63 gg?
Revenue, Agricultaral,
Irrigation and Dis-
Imﬁr;:‘ldRe‘ior;iis. b trict Analysis Estab-
g T lishments .. 61 60 61 68 70 70 L
" Revenne Inepectors ., 2:99 2+99 2 82 2:82 273 2:57 2:63
( Survey Records o 173 94 87 67 " .
Inam Commissioner ,, ., .. 07 06 A Y 09 ‘16 15
Total .. 6135 61-61 53-03 52-00 61-79 51-66 60°76

(a) These figures exclude the special assignment to Imporial on aceount of the Village Cess Act. -
(4) For 1897-98 a lump assignment, as above explained.

Appendix F to this memorandum gives full information regarding the increase in
Iand Revenue of late years, as compared with the average demand of seven ordina
fasli years subsequent to the great famine of 1876~77. It will be seen that the largest,
increases are due to extemsion of cultivation and irrigation and generally to more
favourablt_e seasons as evidenced by smaller season remissions.

The increase in the revised estimate under Sale-proceeds of wuste lands is due to
unusually large sales of waste lands newly brought under irrigation in Kistna.

The receipts from rents of fisheries and the charges on account of fisitery collec-
tions have been transferred to XXV and 32. MiscBLLANEoUS,

The adjustment of —1:10 above shown represents the bal

. ance due to Imperi
revenues for the construction of the Detention hospital, Fort St. porial

George.

A
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Under General Establishments, provision is made for three additional Deputy
Collectors on Rs. 500, three temporary Deputy Collectors in Madura and Malabar, the
travelling allowances of 157 Tahsildars (to whom a daily allowance of Re. 1 has
been sanctioned for every day spent on tour), increased charges under remuneration
to copyists and examiners, cost of treasure bags, carriage of stationery and records, &e. ;
but these increases have been counterbalanced by savings under exchange compensa-
tion allowance. The decrease under Sub-divisional Establishments is mainly due to the
excision by the Government of India of the provision made in 1896-97 for improving
the position of taluk gumastahs. The large reduction under Revenue Survey is partly
due to the transfer of the provision of 1'00 for the Photozincographic office from this
minor head to Lnd Records and Agriculture, and partly to the approaching comple-
tion of cadastral surveys, the retirements of senior officers on compensation and
superannuation pensions, and the gradual winding up of the department. The saving
under Revenue Settlement occurs under temporary establishments for preparing settle-
ment registers and accounts in No. I party. Travelling allowances to Revenue
inspectors were not included in the estimates for 1896-97 ; provision has now been

de.
tmade IIT—8ali—8.

nts.
Budget | Revised | Budget Accou
» _— estimate, | estimate, | estimate,
1897-98. 1°1896-97. | 1896-9T. | 1o 05 o6, | 1894-95. | 1898-94. | 1892-93.
Provincial.
Revenue— ‘

h . . . - . . .. . e .
%:ens“a:flvg:s:souaes. o e *99 03 1-40 1-29 1:23 1:(1)} 1.3;
Fines and Forfeitures . . 02 02 02 :04 o u 02
Miscellaneous ,, ., . ve 26 2¢ 29 28 2

Total .. 127 124 171 161 1'68 134 1'69
Expenditure—
Shared,
Combdined Depariments of Salt and
Ezoise.
Salaries, Establishments and Contin- .
L i : . 81 2308 | 2298 | 92261 | 80-8¢
Madras ve . . 26-86 24-16 25 - :
i . . . -08 1:20 1-16 1-21
Orissa . . e . . 114 1-44 1
Total ., 25-86 26-30 27-25 2416 2863 23-71 21:85
B uronase and Freight— . 472 606 544 306 210 276
Ortom o1 e o] w1 83 w0 | T a8 | sl
| Total v0| .o 519 e88 | 584 40 2.2 807
Total .. $6-86 30-49 © 33-83 80-00 26'93 26 00 24-92
Deduot— _ _ -
‘Amount chargeable to Excise .| 628 708 778 698 616 604 674
o Total ..| 1968 ( 2341 | 26056 | 2302 | 2077 | 1996 | 1918
. Provincial shazre under 5. Sal# 548 6'26 7'0‘9 619 576 540 613
“ Cost of Licensees’ Works (Provin- . . ' .
cial) included in the above total ,. 74 56 78 58 18 55 45
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The fall in the receipts is due to the reversion to the monopoly system in certain

factories and to greater economy in the expenditure on works executed on behalf
of licensees. -

From 1st April 1897, the expenditure under Salt Purckase and Freight will be
transferred to Imperial, and the Orissa charges will be removed to the Bengal
accounts. Provision is made for the improvement of distillery establishments and the
appointment of a specialist from the English Inland Revenue department,and for
extending the tree-tax system to the Anantapur and Bellary districts. On the other
hand, credit has been taken for very large savings owing to the establishment falling

below the full sanctioned strength and for lapses under petty construction and repairs
and rewards.

1V.—S8tamps—e6.

Budget | Revised | Budget Accounts.
— estimate, | estimate, | estimate,
1897-98, 1896-97. | 1896-97.

1895-96. | 1894-95. | 1893-94. | 1892-93.

Shared.
Revenue—
Salo of General Stamps ., .. 26-99 2675 2115 27°49 2718 2653 716
Sale of Court-fee Stamps e 51-79 51°73 61-25 51-27 50-69 4697 4543
Duty on impressing Doouments . 66 66 *39 *45 T 41 36 | 59
Fines and Penalties .. . . *46 46 40 45 - 48 ‘46 *46
Miscellaneous . . . 01 01 <01 01 01 01 01
Total .. . 79-80 79:50 79-80 7967 7878 74:32 73:64
Provinoial share—Three-fourths ., | £9-85 5963 59-85 6976 59:05 56'74 6523
Shared.
Expenditure— :
Buperintendence . 24 26 25 4 -24 24 23

Charges for the sale of "General

Stamps . .. .o .. 1-16 114 1-19 118 116 114 .
Charges on sale of Court-foe Stamps. *58 67 -56 57 *56 b1 11;
Btamp-paper supplied from Central

Stores . . o . 1-60 1-60 1-60 168 161 1-36 1-29

Total .. 348 366 | 360 355 347 326 | 818
Provincial share—Three-fourths .. 2:61 267 2:63 2:66 2:60 344 2:38

Owing to the uncertainty of the effects of the season on this saurce of revenue, no
increase is estimated for., e

The cost of stamp-paper supplied from the central stores varies with the revenue
realised and the rate of exchange. : ‘

‘
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V.—Excise—7.

Accounts.

- Budget | Revised | Budget
_— estimate, | estimate, | estimate,
1697-98, ( 1896-97. | 1896-97.

1895-96. | 1894-95. | 1893-94. | 1892-93.

Shared.

ABKagl.
Revenue—

License and Dietillery Fees and
Duties for the sale of Liguors and

Drugs " . . . 148-00 14316 189-94 138-74 132-14 123 86 11681
Orrom.
Transit Daty on Exocise Opium ,
(imported from Indore) .. . 4-46 418 411 452 411 428 403
Gain on sale-proceeds of Excise
Opium s .. .o »e .. .o .o 0 . ‘19 ve
MISCELLANEOUS,

Fines, conflscations and miscella-
neous . . . . 54 66 © 45 68 48 42 28

Total .. 153-0¢ 148:00 144'50 143-84 136-71 128:74 121412

Provineial share—One-fourth .. 88-28 87-00 86-12 3596 3418 32:18 80-28
Expenditure— !

Portion of the combdbined 8alt and

Excise Establishment (trans- v

ferred from 5. Salt) .. .. 628 7:08 7-78 6-98 616 6-04 573
District Executive Establishment. . .
Loss by dryage and wastage of o *01 02 *01 01

opium .. . . N . 02

Total .. 628 7-10 778 699 6-18 605 574

Provinoial share—Qne-fourth ,, 1-57 1-78 1-94 1-76 1-54 1-51 143

Owing to the extension of the tree-tax system and the enhancements of the rates
of tree-tax in several districts, it was at one time expected that the revenue in 1896-97
would have reached 152 lakhs; but the unfavourable character of the season and
the losses that occurred in consequence of .the change of system in the last sales of
toddy shops have operated to reduce the estimates considerably. Those for 1897-98
allow for the usual progressive increase due to a good season, the levy of higher
rates in the remaining iracts of the presidency, and the enhanced receipts due to fees
to be levied in connection with the restrictions to be placed on the manufacture,
transport, &o., of hemp drugs fronr 1st July 1897. .

- The expenditure represents one-fourth of the “cost of the combined departments
of Sarr and Excisk. , | noph
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. VIIL.—Customs—29.

‘

Budget | Revised | Budget Accounts.
—_— estimate, estimate, | estimate, R
1897-98. | 1896-97. 1896-97. | 1895-96. 1894-95, | 1893-94, 1892-93.
L]
Provinecial, ©
Revenue—
Warehouse and Wharf Rents .. 36 -30 48 50 -30 25 21
Miscellaneous ,, . . . 37 40 -28 *33 27 23 33
Total .. ‘73 70 76 83 87 ‘48 ‘B4
Provincial,
Expenditure—
Sea Customs—Salaries, Establishment
and Contingencies .. . . 2:26 233 2:21 216 1-87 163 1:66
Land Customs—Salaries, Establish-
ment and Contingencies ,, .. 19 16 ‘18 °18 ‘14 13 *12
Total ,, 2-45 239 2:39 2-32 2-01 1-78 1-67

The duty on cotton twist and yarn haviog Been abolished and that on cotton
goods having been reduced from 5 to 3% per cent., these articles are cleared more
quickly than before, and the receipts under the first minor head show a considerable

decline. The increase in miscellaneous receipts occurs under fees, fines, forfeitures
and other items.

The fact that almost all articles are now dutiable has necessitated the entertainment
of additional establishments. Rewards are moreover now paid under the revised
rules in all cases in which penalties are imposed or confiscation of goods is ordered.

3 i

VIIT— Assessed Tazes—10.

Budget | Revised | Bud get Actounts,
—_— estimate, | estimate, estimate,
1897-98. | 1896-97. 1896-97. | 1895-96. ‘ 1894-95.

1893-94. | 1892-93,

Shared,
Revenue— |
Income-tax ., e . . 24-00 24-00 22:90 22-86 22:08 20-62 18-58
' Provincial sharo—One-half ..| 12-00 12-00 11445 1143 | 1108 10-81 926
Bhared,
Expenditure—
Collection of Income-tax . 27 +26 *26 24 -23 *20 17

————— av—

Provineial share—One-half

. ‘13 13 ‘18 12 13 10 09

The increase in receipts is due to the larger experience gained vear by year
in working the Act, while that undar charges is d ¢ y ! o

L | 4 ue to the entertainment of addi-
tional establishments in some district offices. :
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IX.—Forest—11, .

Accounts.

Budget | Revised Btl_ldgit
——— i timate, | estimate .
‘ ?Bstg;lfstg.’ 1896-97, | 1896-97 | 1895-96. | 1894-95. | 1893-94. | 1892-03

r

Shared.
Revenue—

IL—Timber and other Produce
oo o foxest by o= 6.0 518 518 380 382 406 330

ernment agency .e

—~Timber and other Produce
I removed from forests by con- ) 1497 1664 114 1467 1181
sumers or purchasers . 16-66 17-31 "

. : ‘12 ‘12 ‘13 .
11T.—Confisoated drift and waif wood. 10 11 12 e »
V.—Miscellaneous .. . . 93 82 69 *65 86 .
Total 2373 | 2842 2016 21-11 1894 1947 1577
. . Brd .88
Provincial share—One-half . 1187 11-71 1008 10-65 9-47 974 7
Shared,
e 8-83 7-72 893 8:79 6-58 6-81 671
AT e | b 778 717 7-67 7-28 674 662
Total .. 1726 1660 16-70 14-46 13-86 13:56 13-23
. . » 6:61
Provineial share—One-half . 8-62 776 836 7:23 6-93 678
Burplus of the dept. (Imperial and - 92 546 665 508 502 -
Provir:oi&l) S - - . 648 79 ]

i is expected chiefly from the supply of gmall timber for local con-
umpttl;‘i}(l)i lil;\lcrfggel? orth%rn end Ceng;al Circles, from increased fellings to be carried
out in South Malabar (Southern Circle), from sales of firewood in the Bellary depﬁg
and at Sriharikota in the Nellore district, from coupe fellings in North Argofé aim
thinnings in the Kistna district, from supplies to railways in South Arcot and Salem
and the proposed extension of fuel operations in the Madura district. Aln.mqreasse 11s11
further expected to accrue from the lease of forest lands on the Anaimalais in doulg
Coimbatore for the cultivation of coffee under certain conditions sanctioned by
Government.

y ' - A . a . » . - L3 f de art-

i expenditure is principally on account of an extension of dep
ment;r,lhgﬁzﬁ'zifi}g‘;z 1E)r tIP;e supply of timber and fuel, the purchase of machinery for
sawing timber, the construction of important export roads, and the employment of

. s : diture to be
Survey of India parties in place of one as heretofore, the expen ;

'ggurr:; b)): the latter 1£ 1897-98 being estlma.ted at 1' 54 against '55. in 1895—9{5.

‘The reorganization of the subordinate establishment has been sanctioned by the

Becretary of State and is to be gradually introduced. '



%
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X —Registration—12. o

.

Budget | Revised | Budget Accounts.
—_— esst;mate, estimate, | estimate,
1897-98. | 1896-97. | 1896-97. | 1895-06. 1894-95. | 1893-94. 1892 93
- Shared. ‘
Revenue—
Fees for registering documents .
Fel;?enf;r copies of registered doo;x‘- 1043 1010 o 1038 1078 1003 113
MolB .. e e 27 *25 " -26 . .
iscellaneous ., .o .. . 1-70 1-56 1-70 lgg 1 ?g :;g 1.?‘
| . . 4
Total .. 12:40 11-90 12:40 12-22 12:16 11-99 1318
Provincial share—One-half ., 620 595 6-20 611 6'08‘ -
o _ 6-00 669
Expenditure—
Superintendence
Db . . .o *40 *34 -35 *32 . .
istriot charges . e . 8-20 7-82 8:25 7'38’4 723 73(1) '1(3):5I
N Total |, 8:60 816 8:60 816 795 i 761 7-39
Provincial share—One-half ., 4-30 408 4:30 4'05— 3 98—
: 3-81 3-89

As the actuals of the current year showed"

ggfwlo;;'i yg,asxrs, 11§tﬁas been considered safer to repeat the budget figures of that yea
for 1897-9 ,thwilt ﬁ)u(.f lz;.llowmg for the progressive increase in both receipts yang
thé) o ! at had been steadily maintained since 1893-94. It s possible that

present distress in the Northern and Decean districts will stimulatg loan oper:.-

tions; but the consequent increase in receipts will, it is anticipated, be delayed and

18 therefore not provided for in the budget. The charges include provision for a

personal assistant to the Inspector-Gengral of th istri 1
revising the Registration Manual, for the regradiggg(ffa(ﬁegst‘;agliﬁeg%e%%tmr _
on the reduced scale approved by the Government of India " oxpo
connected with the opening of new Sub-registry offices ;
’

the purchase of iron safgy and other usual increases

a considerable decline as compared with

for the expenditure
the pay of apprentice clerks,
incidental to a progressive

department.
XI1.—Interest—13,
Bl}dget Reoviged PRudget Accounts.
— i;t;;m:)t:, (‘estimate, estimate,
-98. | 1896-97. | 1896~ =
) . 96-97. | 1895-96. | 1894-95. | 1893-94. 1892-93,
Provincial.
Revenue—
Inze(;'est on Provincial Yoaps and )
vances ., . .. . .
Interest on Government Becurities ., 1(7,3 lg; lzg lgg 178 rn 83
)" . 02 02 02
Tetal . -
180 169 148 167 180 | 19 -85
Provineial. N |
Expenditure— .
_In:t[f:est ;n Provincial Advanee an¢
an Accounts . . 1-63 1-66 1-72 1-69 167 179 143

gistrars

FINANCIAL STATEMENT-

Appendix E contains the details of the amounts advanced uader the several
elasses of lorns; while the detailed account No. 13-A of the Civil Estimates furnishes
full information regarding the rates of interest charged thereon by Government.
During the scarcity of 1891-93, a very large sum was advanced under the special
well rules at 3 per cent., nuch of which 18 still outstanding,and some loss has accrued
to Provincial revenues on this account, as interest had to be paid ‘o Imperial at 4 per
cent. The Government of India has mow agreed to reduce the latter to 31 per cent.
from 1st April 1897 on condition that not less than 4 per cent. should be charged,
except in special cases to be reported to it, on all loans granted after that date.
The estimate of charges is based on the lower rate now adopted. A

. X IIT.—Post Office—15.

Accounts.

Budget | Revised | Budget

— _estimate, | estimate, | estimate
1807.06, | 1896-97. | 1896-97. | 1895-96. | 1894-95. | 1893-04. | 1892-93.
Prm'm'i:tl.
Revenue—
District Post Collections .. . e - .. Ve o 01
- L
Provinoial,
Expenditure— )
District Post Establishments 1-07 1:02 1:07 -88 85 -82 79

The estimates provide for the cost of measures proposed for the improvement of
the village post in the interests of official correspondence. Offices as they become
self-supportingéare transferred to the Imperial Post, and funds thus liberated are

utilised for local developments.

&

C'eneral Administration—18. .
. Aoccoants.
Budget | Revieed | Budget
- estimate, | estimate, | estimate, .
1897-98. | 1896-07. | 1896-97. | 1895-96. | 1894-96. | 1893-94. | 1892-93.
SRy —
Provinoial, @
Expenditure—

Salary of the Governor .o . 123 1-18 124 1-30 124 122 1-20
titaff and Household of the Governor. 47 45 *47 -0 48 48 ‘44
Expenditure from Contract Allowance. 90 *90 90 956 *90 *80 1-00
Tounr; Expenses .. o ve es 03 03 -06 04 03 04 05
Execuntive Council ., . .. 134 1-3¢ 1-36 1-37 1-37 1-33 127
Legislative Couneil ., e . 24 22 =29 20 28 ‘16 16
Civil Seoretariats . . . 373 8-59 318 348 308 3-17 817
Military Secretariat .. .e .. e . . 04 ‘69 . *61 57

Board of Revenue, Financial Com- e
: missioner and Kstablishments ,, 1475 174 1-78 1-93 1-31 1-81 176
~ Civil Offices of Account and Audit ... 42 43 46 -45 -47 43 40
Total e 10.11 9-88 73 10°26 10-25 10-04 1001
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Under Civil Secretariats, provision is made for the retention throughout the year
1 duty in conuection with the Tenancy question,

1897-98 of the officer now on specia

for the Provincial share of the salary an
Local and Municipal Department, as wel

geveral departments of the Secretariat.

d allowances of the Secretary to Government,
1 as for the general expansion of work in the

X VI-A—Law and Justice— Courls of Law—19-4.

. Accounts.
Budget | Revised | Budget
P estimate, | estimate, | estimate, j
1897-98. | 1896-97. | 1896-97. 1895-96. | 1894-95. | 1893-94. | 1892-93.
Provincial.

Revenue—

Sale-proceeds of Unclaimed and . . ' .
Escpheated Property . .o 18 13 20 19 .15 ‘158 1139

Court-fees realized in Cash .. . 20 17 ‘18 20 . 21 : 1 .
General Fees, Fines and Forfeitures . 647 648 719 6-84 6 90 6..50 5.94
Pleadership Examination Fees . 05 05 ‘05 04 04 .27 .2\‘)
Miscellaneous Fees and Fines .. 03 01 <03 03 02 02 04
Miscellaneous .. . . . 07 <06 06 ‘12 05 05 08
Total .. 700 690 770 742 737 6-97 6-63

Provincial.

Expenditure— . .
High Court . .e . . 566 551 679 529 6542 532 5-33
Law Officers . . .. . 163 1:64 « 154 164 1-69 1-36 164
Administrator-General . . .. 02 .. .. 02 <02 ..
Presidency Magistrate’s Court . 52 <63 51 53 52 *51 61
Civil and Bessions Courts .. .o 25:39 2485 25°42 2660 2537 24-91 24-64
Courts of Small Causes .o .o ‘95 -88 ‘96 -96 08 -86 01
Criminal Courts .o . . 11-58 11-62 11-89 11-76 11-53 11-32 11°03
Pleadership Examination Charges .. <04 04 06 04 11 » 17 .09
KRefunds . . .o . 1-00 " 93 -89 98 ‘89 60 ‘82

Total .. 46:67 4592 4706 4670 4663 4627 4487

The falling off in receipts is due to smaller estimated collections under magis-
terial fines, which are of a necessarily fluctuating character. Owing to the savings
effecied by the reorganisation of the staff of Registrars and Deputy and Assistant
TRegistrars, the charges under High Court are less than in the estimates of 1896-97,
notwithstanding the provision made for a new Chief Clerk, Tnsolvency Court, on
Rs. 250, and the purchase of new books for' the High Court library. The estimates
ander Civil and Sessions Courts include provision for a Civilian Sub-Judge of the
standing of a Sub-Collector, for additional copyists’ establishments, and for increased
cost of printing and translation executed on behalf of suitors. ° ‘

The decrease under Criminal Courts follows that under 3. Laxp REVENUE, owing
to the retrenchments made in the provision for improving the position of taluk
gumastahs and the travelling allrwances of s ub-divisional establishments.

Besides the fall in the receipts under magisterial fines, the charges under magis-
terial refunds have also considerably increased and hence the larger provision in the

estimates.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

{
Budget | Revised | Budget Acoounts.
—_— estimate, | estimate, | estimate, T
1897-98, | 1896-97. | 1896-97. | 1895-96. | 1894-95. | 1893-94. | 1892-93.
_ ' T ]—‘_’—‘
) Provineial. I
Revenue— ! f
Jails .. .. L . . 21 - 18 21 1 19 27 20 -3
Jail Manufactures .. .. .. 460 | 406 05 | 465 | 405 346 328
Total .. 481 | 484 | 426 | 484 | 433 366 359
Drovincial. [ : : —_‘-_‘ﬁ-—#
- » H ‘
Expenditure— ( ‘ | i
Jails .. e .. v .. 757 ‘ 7-00 713 | 681 ! 695 7-36 198
Jail Manufactures e o 360 | 3:00 z 3-38 { 354 ! 331 321 2:40
1
Total .. | 1117 [ 1000 I 1051 1036 I 10-26 1057 1030

There is a steady advance in the receipts and charges under Jail manufactures due
to increased activity in central jails, and larger supplies to Government departments.
Under Jail establishments provision is made for a special Superintendent in the
Cuddalore District Jail, and for the enhanced cost of rations owing to the unfavourable
character of the season; on the other hand the Pdrvatipuram Hill Jail has been

. temporarily closed.

X V11— Police—20.

N Budget

[ -

| Bu Revised ‘ Budget Accounts.
—_ estimate, | estimate, | estimate, T T T
1897-98. | 1896-°7. | 1896-97, | 1895-96. ‘ 1894-95. ‘ 1893-94. \ 1892-93.
_ T ] S S
! ! |
Provincial. i l “
Revenus — z i
Police supplied to Public Departments, ! ; 1
private companies and persons ol -20 -39 -35 . . ! . .
Presidiocy Police .. . . *26 28 | -28 gg ggl; { gg .“
Fees, Fines and Forfeitures .. .. 361 3-50 ! 3:60 361 3-82 3-73 .31
Buperannuation Reoeipts .. . -02 02 | 01 01 *01 ‘0] o
Miscellaneous e e .e 32 ‘41 | 32 +33 40 -63 (5):
Total .. 441 460 | 457 480 73 | 406 463
——— ———-' — —
Provincial. ’
I

Expenditure— [

Presidency Police . .. . . 2:70 2:80 ! 2:64 2:67 2:63 2- .

* Buperintendence . . . 1-68 1-60 ‘ 167 1-69 163 lgé fg;

. District Executive Force .. o 37-88 3883 | 38-06 38-67 3696 36-70 3542
Village Police ey e .. 07 07 07 07 06 06 | 06
Special Police e . 14 ‘14 (10 |- *11 ‘11 ‘10 -09
Railway Police .. . . ‘94 b4 ‘49 -08 . | -08 ‘16
Cattle Pounds_ O, 2:84 256 2:81 264 268 | 258 253
Boiler Ingpection Establishment ..| o -09 -01 09 01 ‘ 3
Refunds L . . . . . . o I,

Total .. 4624 4655 4582 45-84 4397 4371 4221

The budget and revised estimates of 1896-97 included the recoveries on account

of platform police employed on the South Indian Railway up to November 1896, the

date of the formation of the regular railway police. The recoveries are now deducted
from charg?s and hence the apparent decrease under the first minor Lead of receipts.

& .
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The allowance made for probable savings in the sanctioned estimates for
1896-97 under Presidency Police and District Ezecutive Foree is found from the
actuals to be too high. The total provision under both these heads has therefore
been raised. Under the latter head, however, the increase is more than counter-
balanced by the transfer to Railway Police of the provision for the cost of platform
police employed on the South Indian, Southern Mahratta and Madras Railways. The
budget for 1897-98 allows for the full sanctioned scale of establishments. Additions
to the constabulary force made during the year are met from savings accruing in
consequence of the absence of superior officers on leave.

Provision is also made for the new training school at Vellore, for increased expen-
diture under travelling allowances due to the extension of railways and the continuous
travelling of the railway police, and for increased correspondence in connection with
the introduction of the anthropometrical system. These increases are, however, more
than counterbalanced by reductions under hospital charges due to the abolition of
separate police hospitals at twelve stations; under clothing, arms and accoutrements,
owilng to the substitution of jail manufactures and local purchases for supplies
obtained from Europe ; and under purchase, repair and carriage of tents, nearly the
whole of the sanctioned equipment having already been supplied. The entire cost
(including indirect charges) of the railway police scheme as recommended to the
Government of India in July 1896 amounts to 1:58 lakh per annum, of which the

share borne by railways is *60 and the net cost to Government -98. The whole of this.

amount (excluding indirect charges) is now shown under the appropriate head instead
of under the two heads District Executive Force and Railway Police.

XVIII——Muarine—21,

Budget | ReviscC | Budget Acoounts
— ostimate, | estimate, | estimate,
1807—_98. 1896-97. ' 1896-97. | 1895-96. | 1894-95. |} 1893-94, | 1892-93,
Previncial. '
Revenue— !
Hire of Vessels (8.8. Murgarita and | |
Irene) . .. s 07 .. . |
Miscellaneous .. . . } | ! { .. * 113
Total . Y ] 113 A
Provincial. ! »
Expenditure—
Salaries and Allowances of Officers

and Men afloat v . . . 13 ‘10 07 ‘06 <06 01
Purchase and Hire of Ships and i .

Vessels .. .. . . . | e, Ve .. . 28 ‘88
Marine Establishments ., ., 08 | -06¢ 08 08 07 N7 07
Miscellaneous .. . .. .. e 1-00 29 . -36 ‘84 ‘13

Total .. -08 1-19 -40 15 ‘48 1-2¢4 1:09

The receipts under this head consisted generally of a few hundreds of rupees,
which disappear when the figures are expressed in fractions of a lakh. As already
explained, the actuals of 1895-96 represent recoveries from Port and Pilotage funds of
contributions made from Provincial funds in previous years, while the revised estimates
include ‘07 on account of recoveries from Port funds for the use of fishery vessels.

The receipts and charges on account of fishery vessels have been transferred to XXV

and 32. MisceLraNeous with effect from 1st April 1897. '

)
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XIX.— Education—22.

A Accounts.
Budget | Revised | Budget l ooounts
—_— estimate, | estimate, | estiwate
1897-98. | 1896-97. | 1896-97. | 18956-96. | 1894-95. ’ 1893-94. | 1892-93.
: i _
- e e e
) Provineial. ! j f
Revenue— ‘ i
Fees, Govt. Colleges, General .. 38 56 ¢ 60 ‘53 *50 52 64
Do. do. PYrofessional .. 74 80 | ‘65 75 77 69 49
Do. Schools, tieneral .. .. <25 21 | 24 ] 21 -0!:) 09 09
Do. do. Special . .. ‘10 14 12 13 15 19 21
Contribations.. . . .. 023 02 | 02 | .. 02 -03 -03
Miscellaneous. . e 34 32 | 30 -33 -28 34 -22
Total ..| 203 205 | 108 195 | ° 181 186 | 158
Drovineial. h— -
. : |
Expenditure—
Directio P 1 56 58 57 ‘69 53 63
Tospection . . .. o Lo 286 2:78 293 2-84 278 2:79
Government Colleges, General .. ! 208 206 ' 2:11 | 212 205 2:00 212
Do, do. Professional.. | 176 188 | 173 1'82 1-92 1'69 1-29
Do. Schools, General oo 145 143 1-44 1-43 1-41 1-50 130
Do. do. Special ... 225 229 | 232 2:30 226 2:28 2:28
Grants-in-aid . .. oo | 34 500 520 511 | 499 506 | 495
Scholarships .. | 30 g | 28 22 20 2 | 2
Misoellaneous . .. .. 98 ‘16 9¢ 21 ~ 19 ‘14 13
Refunds - . .. .. . 01 . 01 e ) 01 .. ..
Total .. | 1752 l 1649 ‘ 17°41 1671 1639 1618 1564

The decrease in the fee income from Colleges, General,is due to the higher rates
of fecs levied in Government institutions from 1st January 1896 ; the immediate
effect of this has been a tendency, as shown in the revised estimate, to tempt youths
to seek admission into private colleges levying lower rates of fees; but it is
expected that the Government colleges will gradually regain their ground. Under
Colleges, Professional the increase is due to the growing popularity of the Law College,
the reduction in the length of the practical course in the Civil Engineering College
which is expécted to attract a large number of students, and the transfer of the
Engineer subordinates from the school to the college depsrtment. Under Miscella-
neous the increase is chiefly due to the scale of fees for Teachers’ certificate examinations
having been raised in the several grades.

The post of special assisiant master in the Mangalore College has been abolished and
the appointment of a Native to act temporarily as headmaster causes a saving under ex-
change compensation allowance ; there are also numerous petty changes in the strength
of the subordinate establishments, two permanent Assistant Professors on Geology and
Zoology beingsubstituted for three Lecturers on Geology, Animal Physiology and Botany
in the Presidency College, and so forth. The new Law College buildings will be
occupied early in 1897-98 and provision is made for municipal assessment thereon and
for the cost of additional establishments, furniture, &c. ‘Lhe transfer of certain items of

_expenditure from the School of Engineering to the Civil Engineering College explains

decrense under Government Schools, Special. In the Teachers’ College savings accrue
owing to absences on leave and diminished expenditure on stipends to students and.
house-rent allowance to the Vice-Principal. The salary and allowaneggs of the Assist-

ant Agricultural Chemist to the Government of India, who is lecturing at the Saidapet
College have hitherto been shown as a contributica from Provincial to Imperial under

(\ I. Laxp RevENUE Adrustments ; from 1st April 1897 they will be debited to 22. Epvca-

rrow. Lower secondary schools are being increased in the Agency tracts, Hindu and
2anchama training schools have been established at Madras and an additional assistant
38 been provided for the Commercial School at Calicut. A slight increase has been



FINANCIAL STATEMENT,

allowed for under G'rants-in-aid, as superior staffs have been entertained Ir severa) col-
leges, which entitles them to increased aid, while encouragement ha|s to be giyen to
managers providing hostel accommodation to students. It is proposed to institute a
few special scholarships in connection with the College of Engineering workshops for
students in industrial schools and the elementary tecbnical examination classay. A sum
of -26 has been sanctioned for the Kumbakonam hostel scheme and will be paid early
in 1897-98. No other site than the plot of military land in the Esplanade opposite
the Pachaiyappa’s College being available for Sir S. Ramaswamy Mudaliar’s hostel,
the Government of India has been addressed with a view to the objections against this
locality being waived. For the Victoria Students’ hostel plans and estimates have
been received and the amount provided will probably be disbursed during the year.

XX.—Medical—24.

e NN

) . Accounts,
Budget | Revised | Budget | R L, s - - R
— estimate, | estimate, estimate, ]
1897-98. | 1896-97. ,I 1896-97. | 1895-96. | 1894-95. | 1893-94. 1892-93.
SR R Pt S O et b
{ |
Drovineial, i { \
i !
Revenue— { .
Medical College Feex . . .. -14 ‘14 ‘14 16 12 14 ‘19
Hospital Receipts . . . *25 24 22 -20 +22 ‘19 17
Lunatic Asylum Receipts .. ‘18 16 °13 16 13 09 09
Medicines sold by Civil Surgeons ., *01 . { 01 01 02 01 01
Contributions ., e el 10 12 Y 69 81 ! -80 ‘41 -36
Miscellancous .. . .. . 03 ) 03 03 02 04 03 03
Total . 1-31 128 122 184 113 ‘87 -85
Provincial, ! ! — —
Expenditure— ‘ . )

. Medical Establishment A 531 | 534 520 545 516 502 4:66
Hospitals and Dispensaries .. .. 361 352 360 342 362 3-81 365
Sanitation and Vaceination ., oot 1113 ! 1-33 1-34 1-20 1-13 1-17 110
Grants for Medical purposes .. .. 03 | 06 ‘06 ‘06 08 09 09
Medical School and College .. 171 1-73 1-80 176 1-86 1-90 1-63
Lunatic AB}'lllmS . .o . 89 ‘88 ‘8H 87 94 a ‘97 ‘93
Chemical Examiner . .. .. 22 22 ‘22 ‘24 -22 20 ‘16
Refunds .. .. .. . .. 01 j 01 01 ‘01 . i 01 e

Total ,, 12:91 ’ 13-08 13:07 13:00 12:99 1317 12-21

The rise in Hospital and Lunatic Asylum receipts is-duc to an expected increase
in the number of patients admitted on payment. Contributions are higher owing
to larger payments by municipalities towards the cost of the Sanitary Engineer’s
out-door establishments.

Under Medical Estublishment, provision is made for more numerous inspections
by the Surgeon-General, promotions of officers to higher grades in proportion to length
of service and the retention of newly-passed men as reserve medical subordinates until
provided with permanent appointments. The grant to the Victoria Gosha hospital is

now shown under Hospitals and Dispensaries instead of under Grants for Medical pur-.

poses.  The decrease under Medical School and College is due to savings under salaries,
cost of hospl?al assistant pupils for Burma, laboratory znd other charges. The increase
undex: Lzmatzq Asylums is due to promotions to higher grades, the appointment of an
additional assistant steward, construction of new rooms for violent patients, clothin

and bedding and lime-washing charges. The office establishment of the Sanitary
Board as re-constituted costs a small sum, but the transfer of the construction of

works to the Public Works Department, and the restriction of the Banitary Engineer’s

operations to the investigation of schemes have reduced the charges considerably unde
Banitation and Vaccination. ~ ;
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* Political—25.

" Accounts,
. Budget Revised Budget ocounts,

-_— estimate, | estimate, | estimate,
1897-98. | 1896~97. | 1896-97. | 1895-96. I
[

1894~95. ' 1898-94, | 1892-93.

Provincial,
Expenditure—
Political Agents . . . -82 ‘80 84 83 *85 78 -9

The savings are chiefly due to the lower rates of exchange compensation
allowances.
X X I.—8cientific and other Minor Departments—26.

»
Budget | Revised | Budget Accounts.
— estimate, | estimate, | esiimate,
1897-98. | 1896-97. ( 1896-97. | 1895-96. | 1894-95. | 1893-94. | 1892-93.
FProvincial.
Revenne—
Botanical and other Pubdlic Garden
Receipts .. . - .. 04 04 04 04 06 | - -06 05
Veteripary and Stallion Receipts ., . . . 01 . v v
Cinchona Plantations - | . 115 1-18 1-00 106 78 70 73
Beceipts on account of Experimental
Cultivation ,, . .. .. 07 - 06 . .. . . 01
Emigration Fees - .. . .. . ™ 07 05 06 04 07
Infand Labonr Transport Fees . 01 0L 01 01 .01 01 03
Examination Fees . . .e 1-08 1-07 1-01 1-00 94 90 895
Miscellancous .. o e e . . .. . . 02 06
Total .. 2:35 2:36 2:13 2:17 1-84 178 1'89
Pro#hsial.
k)
Expeaditure—
Exploration of Petroleum, Coal and
Minerals .. e v e 03 01 ve v, . . .
Archeological Department ,. .. 31 26 | 31 27 25 -28 23
Provineial Musecums . .. . *39 *3b -36 *29 29 29 29
Imperial Institute ., . . 01 . 01 e . 01 01
Pullic Observatories .. . .. 20 ‘19 19 20 -20 20 ‘19
Donations to Seientifio Societies .. .o . 01 01 ‘e 02 04
Experimental Cultivation ., e 01 02 01 01 .e . .
Cinchona Plantations .. . . 04 79 87 83" 78 73 77
Publio Exhibitions and Fairs . *02 02 02 01 01 01 .
Veterinary and Btallion Oharges .. *29 *33 42 *30 *26 256 22
Botanical and other Public Gardens., 35 *33 34 <29 31 *30 26
Emigration .. .. ., .. ‘18 19 19 ‘19 ‘19 ‘18 27
Inland Labour Transport . .. . *01 01 +01 01 01 02 | 01
Inspection of Factories . . ‘04 03 03 02 01 .. .
Provineia' Btatistics ., . . 49 ‘45 47 45 62 62 44
Examipations ., o we e 1-11 108 111 114 1-22 1-28 105
Inspector of Explosives . . 01 01 v . . .. .
Refunds .. . . . o ‘01 01 04 03 08 02 03
Total .. 430 408 489 405 4:07 421 371

- The estimated rise in the receipts under Cinchona Plantations is due to the
increased demand for quinine anticipated.

The receipts under Ezamidation Jfees are expected to be higher in 1897-98
owing to the increased number of candidates appearing for technical examinations,
handwriting test for Under Graduates, Special tests, Salt and Abkdri tests, and the
Lower Secondary examination. * ‘ v

A party of the Geological Survey of India is expected to be on duty in this
\residehey up to 1900 and the charges on account of establishments,  travelling
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allowances, investigation of corundum deposits in Salem, &e, yhave be=n included under
the first minor head of expenditure. o

The re-organization of the establishment and t

new Museum building have slightly added to the charges under Propineig) Museums.

_ There is 1o present prospect of the Madras Fine Arts Society holding an exhibition
durmtgdthe enswing year and the provision of ‘01 in the budget of 1896-97 is not
repeated.

A provision of ‘20 was made for the experimental far ti .
No. 490, Revenue, dated 24th September 1896 sy o paronened in G0

U1 for the purchase of i
seed fotr. supp_lt)}rl to tzte ll‘lguztstulii{er the Kurnool canal and for olt)her ex;end(iz;:ﬁ:l ilﬁ
connection with water-lifts trials, The Government f Indi i-
o goion with » ‘ ent ol India has struck out the provi

Pending the re-organization of the Cinchona and Botanical de artments isi
) : : , rovis
18 made for the combined appointment of Director and Bo*antkt 01}1) a reducc;dppay afzs
for the maximum salary of the Government Quinologist.
. It has been proposed to reduce the number of Stock Inspectors engaged in the
1nvestigation of cattle diseases from thirteen to seven, and credit is taken for 4 saving
of 'Oi on this a;feec:)u:t ; the question has not however beeg finally settled,

sum of ‘U4 provided for the Veterinary b ital i i—

. Y bospital in 1896-97 has been

The' charges on account of registration of rail-borne traffic have increased owing to
the change of system introduced from 1st Uctobar last under which the work is now done
by the Madras and South Indian Railway Companies on a fixed monthly remuneration
of Rs. 250 and 200, respectively, instead of through paid clerks costing Rs. 8031 g
month, who formerly worked under the orders of the Examiner, Guaranteed Railvf'ay
Accounts, Bombay, : : ’ '

The charges on account of rewards to Examiners show an increase a)rresponding

to that under receipts from examination fees, but this is count
X er-bal .
tion under travelling allowances. ’ Wencod by & redus

- The charges on account of the inspection of explosives have been undertaken

since June 1896.
Refunds of fees under Government examinations are expected to be smaller,
XX7 {—8uperannuation, Retired and Compassionate Allowances—29,

Budget | Revised Budget ' Accounts.
— estimate, estimate, estimate,
1897-98, 1896-97. | 1896-97. 1895-96.1 1894—95.} 1893-94, 1892-98,
Provincial,
Revenus—
% Contributions for Pensions and Gra-
tuities . . .. 65 61 47 *46 41 -38 83
. Total . 66 51 ") 46 . 41 38 | . g3 .
Provincial, A
Expenditure—
Buperannuation and Retireq Allow- )
apoes ., . .. P . . . . g
gompassiouate Allowances ,, . lé.gg 15‘52 16.212 “_gg M'gg 13'32 18:24
ratuities o e e . . . . ; 2 u
At B v " " “16 . uﬁ 18 17 ‘16 ‘15 11
u~ X .. s BRK -01
Total ) 1032 | 15z | 1560 | 1rmm e | v | iess
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The number: of Government employés lent to District Boards and Munioipalit;ies
shows a progressive-increase and the estimate of recoveries on account of contribution
for pensions has been raised accordingly. #

The annual liabilities on account of pensions have risen by no less than

, s, 2'74 lakhs since 1892-93.  As compared

fand Revense .. .. .. .. . .. %5  with the estimates cf 1896-97 the pro-
?:ll;eﬁa] post .. .. Lot o gramme of next year includes an addi-

lmperialtelograph (0 [0 !l 11 !l w04 fional liability of 92 chiefly under the
General admiunistration . . .e o 08

Law and Justice S marginally-noted heads. It will be
gzlgfie Worke Department . .. 0 1 .o observed that the Provincial revenues are
Otkor Governments - .. . <. . 13 burdenod with increased charges on
Otherheads .. .. .. [ . U " account of certain [mperial departments

92 as well as of other Goverfments, but

_ —  these are supposed to be set off by similar
charges paid in other provinces on account of Madras and to be covered by the contract
assignment under this head. The pensions of the Imperial Marine department have
now been added to the charges borne by this Government, a sum of ‘02 being added
under I. Lanp ReveNuE— Adjustments to meet the charge.

XXII1.—Stationery and Printing—30.

Budget | Revised | Budget Accounts. ‘
— estimate, | estimate, | estimate, Y-
1897-98. | 1896-97. | 1896-97. | 1895-96. 1894-95. | 1893-94. | 1892-93.
Provincial,

Revenue— e o
Btationery Receipts .. .. .. |"" .30 *33 -81 -33 -33 27 27
Bales of Gazettes and other Publica- - -

tions .. .. e . . *81 70 ) | 71 64 49 42
Otber Press Receipts ., .. .. *30 29 | "%6 *29 27 37 *38
Total .. I-41 1-32 1-38 1-33 124 113 1-07

Provinsial, .

Expenditure— : .
Btationery Office at the Presidency ., 50 | -2 28 *30 28 29 94
Btationery purchased in the country. |- ‘18 12 ‘11 *10 *11 ‘11 ‘08
Government Presses ., . e 8-07 807 814 811 307 2:96 2:89
Printing at Privite Presses .. .. 76 b4 69 65 49 67 53
Statiouery supplied from Central

Stores ., . . . 5-00 5-00 427 542 498 409 874
Befllnd! . T e e e . 01 .e . ae 07 o Wl
Total ., 932 9-00 839 948 9-00 802 7-48

Under charges, the rise in the Stationery office is due to increase in landing,
shipping, packing and other charges ; that under Stationery purchased in the counlry is
nominal as certain expenditure, which was hitherto shown under 29, Ebucarion, has
now been transferred to this head. Under Government Presses economy has been .
enforced by the abolition of overtime allowances to the extent of -05 ; the provjsion for
purchase of printing materials and stock in Collectorate presses has also been reduced.
The printing of settlement registers for the Tanjore, Trichinopoly and Anantapur

\. districts provided for in 1896-97 could not be fully carried out, and the amount has

accordingly been transferred to the estimates of the coming year, which also include

rovision for the cost of printing the Ouchterlony valley settlement records, the
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Malabar-Wynaad records and increased work in mufassal Courte of Law, and the
Police and Educational Departments. The outlay on stationery supplied to publie
departments rises year by year and the estimates will, it is feared, prove inadequate
owifig to the ever increasing demands for the supply of type-writers, copying presses,
mathematical instruments and other requirements of a progressive administration.

XX V.—Miscellaneous—32.

v

Budget | Bevised | pBggget Accounts.

—_— estimate, | estimate, | estimate,
1897-98. | 1896-97. {-1596-97. | 1895-96, | 1894-95. | 1893-94. | 1892-93.

Provincial.
Revenue—
Uneclsimed Doposits .. .. e 52 b4 42 63 14 27 3f
Treasure Trove .o . e 01 01 01 01 02 01 01
Bale of old Stures and Materials . 04 04 04 ‘04 04 - ‘04 04
Bales of Land and Houses, &o. e .. . 01 . 01 01 01
Foes for Government Audits .. 08 08 11 09 10 ‘11 11
Contributions ., .. e e 74 <70 64 76 ‘64 64 43
Miscelaneous Fees, Fines and Forfei-

TWes .. .. . ae e 25 25 24 25 24 26 24
Fxghery receipts . . . 17 . . . ve .. .
Miscullanevus .. . . . 07 06 07 07 06 06 09

) Total .. 188 1-68 154 1-75 1'86 1-39 1:48
Provincial.
Expenditure—

Travelling Allowances to Assistants
and other Officers attending kixa-

minations .. .. . .. 03 03 03 03 02 *01 01
Bewards for Proficiency in Oriental
Languages .. . . Ve -
Allowagueegto Language Esxamination 5 08 04 08 03 04 08 o7
Comuittees.
Bubscriptions to Periodicals . . 01 31 01 i 01 01 01 .
Cost ot Books and Publications o 12 12 12 12 11 *13 ‘14
Donations for Charitable Purposes .. 56 +58 66 06 64 -b6 66

Charges on accoant of European

Vagrants o ve . . 02 02 02 02 -0 .
Rewagrcrias for Destruction of Wild ? o A

Animals ., . .e . 24 23 24 23 22 24 24
Potty listablishments e . -20 <20 20 20 20 19 18
Bpecial Commissions of Enquiry .. 02 *02 04 . . . .
Irrecoverable Tewporary Loan writ- v

ten off .e . e 01 01 .e - 01 ae e
Charges on account of Fisheries ., *23 04 04 -'0¢ 04 *08 03
Rents, Rates and Taxes . o 09 09 09 09 09 09 09
Contributions . - . °11 -09 *08 07 07 07 07
Miscellaneous and Unforeseon Charges 06 03 -06 03 - 63 *01 01
Misoellansous Refunds . . 01 01 01 . . . .

Total .. 1-76 1-50 1:62 144 1-39 ‘144 41

The reduction under Fees for Government Audits is nominal as the recovery
made for auditing the accounts of the Madras municipality has been transferred to
the next minor head, Comtributions, the estimates under whick provide also for the
municipal share of the salary and allowances of the Secretary to Government, Local
and Municipal Department. '

The. charges under the same minor head include payment of contributions to the
Conjeeveram and Trichinopoly municipalities where a Government pensioner and a

Deputy Collector are at present employed as Chairmen, the whole of their salaries being

paid in the first instance from municipal revenues. The contribution will however
be discontinued, as soon as the amended District Municipalities Act comes into force,

H
[
i

4

.

* 1n charge of. Public®Works Officers—
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From 1st April 1897 the receipts and charges connected with pearl fisheries, chank
fisheries, fichery vessels, &c., which appeared under I. and 3. LaNp RevENUE, XVII1.
and 21. MARINE, and XX V. an« 32. MiscerLaNeous will all be shown together under the

‘last-named head, MisceLtangous, The necessary readjustments as between Tmperial

and Provincial are proposed to be made by a reduction in the fixed contract assign-

ment for the next quinquennium. ’
Famine Relief—33.

. Acoounts.
Budget | hevised | Budget
—_— estimute, | estimate, | estimate,
1897-98. | 1896-97. | 1896~97. | 1895-96. | 1894-95. | 1893-94. | 1893~93.

Provincial,
Expenditure—

In charge of Civil Officers—
Salaries, establishments and con-

tingencies Y 11 08 . . v o )
Relief works— :
Communications ., . . v . . .
Misoellaneous publio improve- } 1-00 .36
ments .. . . . . . . ’e
Trrigation .. . .. . e . v . .
Relief tg people employed otherwise ;T4
than on famine relief—
Relief to weavers, &o. .. . 2:00 <82 . 02 . 02
Gratuitous relief ., ve . 2:00 25 .e e ve .
Miscellaneons— .
Flood damages, &o. . . .o ‘18 v . . . J

611 137 .. ' 02 . 02 244

Communications .. .. . [ . . . .
Miscellaneous publie improve-
ments ., o . . 8:00 1-68 . . . . o
Tyrigation .. . e e || . . . . .
Construction of railways o iJ L .. . . . .
800 1'58 .. ve . .
,aTotal .- 13-11 3-25 . *02 . 02 244

In the beginning of January it was hoped that the charges under this head
would not exceed two lakhs in the revised and the same amount in the budget
estimate, In the middle of February the provision was raised to 803 and 14-00,
respectively. . Subsequently the figures were modified to 6:03 and 20-04 ; the Govern-
nment of India has now adopted 400 for the current year (of which *75 is Local) and
20-04 for 1897~98 (of which 193 is treated as Imperial and 6-00 as Local, leaving
1811 as Provincial), It is impossible to say how far the estimates finally adopted
will prove adequate to meet actual requirements, as very much depends on the resultag,

" of the next monsoon, not ouly in the districts already affected, but throughout the

Presidenoy, .« o
: ’y.A ‘ Construction of Railways—37.

Rtk nTn

» . . Accounts,

Budget | Revised | Budget

estimate,, | estimate, | estimate, - -
1’897-98.‘ 1896-97. | 1896-97. 1895-96. | 1894-06. | 1893-04.

NS Y 20 40 63 191 | 640




FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Contributions.

-

L

Budget Revised Budget Aceounts.

— estimate, | estimate, | estimate,
1897-98. | 1896-97. | 1896-97.

1895-96.; 1894-~95.) 1893-94.} 1892-93.

Provincial Receipts.

Contributions from Local Funds— .
Ordinary .. s .. . . 273 2:43 2-26 2-40 2:12 263 8-40
Mayavaram-Muttupet Railway . . +3¢ 47 60 63 8:20 460 2:13
For famine relief operations . . . . .. . .- o ..

Total .. 307 2:90 286 | 303 | 582 7-13‘ 563

Provincial Expenditure.
Contributions to Liocal Funds—

Ordinary .. .. .. . ve .. 265 3-06 255 2:66 267 2:60 909
M4yavaram-Muttupet Railway.. . . ‘46 63 50 47 +31 Ve e
For famine relief operations . . . . . . .

Totl .| 31 358 306 | 303 | 298 1 2+60 l 9-09

Increased payments are expected from local funds towards the cost of the Medical
College, the enhanced cost of the Local and Municipal Secretariat, and the controlling

establishments of the Village Service fund. On the other hand, the entire liability -

of local funds towards half the cost of the Mdyavaram-Muttupet Railway has been
liquidated and, as it has been decided that no further outlay should be debited to
Provincial revenues on account of further imprevements or extensions, no recoveries
will appear under this head in future. The Government of India, however, has
treated the expenditure on the Peralam-junction-improvements as Provincial under
37. CoxsTRUCTION OF RAILWAYS, and exhibited the whole amount (-34) as recoveries
under contributions from local funds. This matter is, however, still under discussion.

Under charges, an increased provision of *10 is made for educational grants-in-aid.
The liability of local funds for famine expenditure has been restricted to the actual
outlay ‘incurred up to the end of February 1897 (1-08), all future expenditure
being met from Provincial revenues in the first instance, subject to eventual adjustment
on the termination of famine operations. The Government of India has transferred
500 to the Local estimates of 1897-98, but it is unlikely that the district boards of
the affected districts will be able to pay any contribution to Provincial or meet any
portion of the expenditure direct from their own resources, while under the Act the
surplus funds of other boards cannot be alienated for any purpose beyond their own
district limits. _

Incorporated Local and Special Funds.

Appendix D shows in abstract the accounts and estimates under Incorporated
Local and Special funds for the past, current and ensuing years. The Special funds
comprise the Village Service, the Irrigation Cess and the Bhadrichalam and

Rékapalle road funds. The administration reports published annually give in detail -

the working of the several local boaids, their revenue and expenditure,

section,

As explained above, 2 sum of 5:00 is included under 33. Faming ReLIFF in this 1/
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Provincial Loans and Advances.

Appendix E shows the accounts and estimates under Provincial Loans and
Advances. - The Government of India has curtailed the grants under this section to a
considerable extent, on the grounds that in the special circumstances of the present
year, it is not possible to comply in full with the demands made by Local Govern-
ments ; that as regards loans to municipalities, the Government has at present no
funds to lend for purposes of water-supply and drainage schemes; that works of
the kind should either be put off until funds are available, or the municipalities shonld’
borrow in the open market ; and that funds can only be provided in connection with
plague and famine relief, §

: H. W. BLISS.
26th March 1897, o
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FPINANCIAL STATEMENT. and Estimates—Madras,

APPENDIX Bod ised | Budget
. Heads of Expenditure. Estimgaig, liet’ivr;f:w, Estl;mgazo, ?gggfg:’
Provincian Accovnis : 1897-98. 1896-97. 1896-97.
Heads of Revenue. E?t?gﬁfz, E};‘gﬁi‘g. };’éz‘i?n%‘ii, Ascounts, Direct Demands on the Revenue. LAKHS. Laxug. LAKHS. | LAKRS.
89795, 189697, 1996-97. . 1.—Refunds and Drawbacks - .o 118 1-34 1-22 1'16
Heads of R ' Charges in respect of Collections.
inci e of Revenue. . ) s, ‘
Priucipal Heads n LAKHS LAKHS LAKES LAKHS, 3.—Tand Revenuo .. ‘. .. .. 51-35 51-61 53-03 52-00
I.~Land Revenue— 5 —Salt . . .. .. 545 626 709 619
Col!ectmns . . .e 150-92 12410 13450 13318 6.--Stam 8 . .. .. 2:61 2-67 2:83 2.66
Adjustments oo oo — 110 32:52 31-56 3530 7:——Exei£ :: ; ‘ : .. . 157 178 194 175
111 —8alt .. .e .o .e .- 127 124 17t 1'61 9. —Customs o .. .. . 245 9:39 239 2:39
IV.-—-StampS P ve « e . 59.85 53'63 59'85 59'75 10.'——Assesﬂed T&xes . .. ‘13 v13 .13 .12
V.—Exeiso . . .o s 38425 37-00 36'12 3596 11.-—Forest . : : : : : . .. 862 75 35 7.93
VIL—Customs .. - v e 73 70 :‘6 1 ‘83 12.—Registration .. . . o 430 4-08 4-30 4-08
VIII.—~ Assessed Taxes .s ve .- 12:00 1200 llll 45 11-43
1X.—Forest .e .o e . 11-87 171 0-08 10-55 " : . . .
X~Registration .. .. .. .| 620 595 620 611 Interest. Total ..) 76| 8011 8L08) 77el
Totel ..} 27999 | 28485 | 20223 | 20470 13.—Interest on ordinary debt e 153 1-66 172 159
XII.——Intel‘est e . . . 1'80 1'69 1'48 1.57 Post Omce’ Telegraph, and Mint,
15.~Post Office v .o .o . 107 1-:02 107 88
Post Office, Telegraph, and Mint. . . —_ -
’ Brap . Salaries and Expenses of Civil -_—
XI1I1.—Post Offics .. .o .o .. e .. T e e Departments.
: — | 18,—General Administration e e 10-11 988 973 .10-26
19.-sz %d J ustice_‘aL-— ,
- > » e N Oms Of aw o8 e L 46'67 45'92 47'05 46.70
Receipts by Civil Departments, -« ‘ B.—Jails e e e s 1117 1000 10-51 10:35
. 20.~— Police~—

XVI.—~Law and Justice— : a 3 ) .
A~CoutsofLaw .. .| T00 | 690 | 770 | 749 Powds L0 L | ) el en 4w
B-T—J&ﬂi .o . . . 4-81 ) 4-84 426 484 21.—Marine .. . .e - .o ‘08 119 40 ‘15

XVIL—~Police— , 92 —Kducation S BT 22 16:49 17-41 1671

Police - o .e .o ‘86 112 103 120 24.—~Medical .. .e .o .o .o 12:91 13-08 1307 | © 1300
Pqunds - ,e .o .o 355 3:48 3:64 360 25.—Political .. .o e e .o 892 80 -84 83
XVIII.—-Manne\ .s . . . . 07 .s 1'18 | 26.—Bcientific and other Minor Departments. 430 4-08 - 439 405
.X}x%.—ﬁdgeation ve ve .o . 203 2:05 1-93 1-95 : & ‘ .
~—Medica . o .e .t 131 128 122 ° 194 ‘ Total ., 49-82 14799 14922 147-89
XXI—8oicntific and other Minor Depart- ' o : !
ments e - .. 2:35 2:35 2-13 217 Miscellaneous Civil Charges.
Total .. 21-91 2209 | 2181 2365 29.—Buperannnation Allowances and Pensions 16-32 15:52 15-60 1485
e ‘ 30.—Stationery and Frinting .o . 982 900 839 9-48
. 32\~—Mi506113!100n8 . .. L) .. 1'76 1'50 1'52 1.44
Miscellaneous. ,
e ‘ \ : ' sel . . 5 257
XXII.——-Rechpts in aid of Superannuation. 53 51 47 48 } ‘ Total 2740 2602 25 !
XXIII,-St§,uonery aud Printing ,, .e 141 1:32 1-48 1-33
XXV.—Miscellansous .. .. Y. 1-88 1-68 154 175 \
Total .. 3-84 3:51 339 354 /
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- APPENDIX
Pm;v_mcu‘r. AcCOUNTS
Heads of Revenne. Eﬁgig::‘ Elx?tei‘gsaﬂ, Eleéfﬁfe s Aocounts,
- 1897-98, 1896-97, 1896-97. - 1896-96.
Railways. LAKHS. LAKHS, LAKES, | LAKHs.
XX VI.—State Railways (Gross Traffic Re- o
ceipts) L) »e »e »s 2.70 2.70 2'71 . 2‘47
Irrigation.
XXX, -—Mmor ‘Works and Navigation—
Civil Officers .. . 12 ‘12 ‘16 ‘11
Public Works Depa.rtment .. 165 165 170 1-56
Total ..| 177 177 | 186 167
Buildings and Roads.
XXXII.~—Civil Works—
Civil Officers .. . 09 -+09 208 28
Public Works Depa.rtment . 167 181 125 170
Total ..| 176 | -1-90 133 196
Contributions from Local Funds. "
Ordinary .. e e 273 243 226 240
Méyavaram- mmpet Raﬂway o e 34 47 | 69 ‘63
‘ Total .. 307 290 288 803 |
Total Bevenue and Receipts ..| 81684 | 3214l | 897.67 | 83269
Opening Balance ..| 2585 | 4301 | 4188 3860
Grand Totsl ..| 84260 | 36142 | 86955

371-19
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A——cont,

and Estimates—Madras—cont.

Budget

Revised

Badget

. tima imate, ; Actnals,
Houl of Expndiare Bame | g | e | AN
Famine Relief and Insurance. LAKHS. | LAKHS. LAKHS. LAKHS,
33.—Famille Relief . e (%Y 'o . . 13'11 3'25 o e '02
Construction of Railways.
37.—Construction of Ruilways, &o. .. .o -34 20 40 *53
Railway Revenue Accounts.
38.—State Railway— Working Expenses .. 1-70 1-67 1-68 153
41.—Misocellaneous Railways . . .o .. . . . .
Total .. 170 167 168 163
v Irrigation. v
43.—Minor Works and Navigation—~ 4:50 4:35 420 373
Civil Officers .. .e .o 2895 3827 . 3895 3183
Public Works Department .o . :
3345 42-62 4315 3556
Total .. -
Buildings and Roads.
45.—Civil Works—
Civil—Agency Works ., .o o 92 ‘95 111
Civil—Municipal Works ! .o . 3-00 §°89 585 856
Miscellaneous Public Improvements 09 41 09
, Mount Capper Jail and other jail build- 1-08 1-00 1-00
ings,
Pubho Works Department .. . 18-41 24:30 28:00 2531
Total ..| 2350 | 3255| 86:06| 3387
Contribution to Local Funds. o
Ordlnary .o . 2:65 3:05 2:565 2:56
Méyavaram—Muttupet leway e s ‘46 53 *50 47
Total .. 311 3581 305 303
Total Expenditure . 83269 33857 342:93 828-18
Closing Balance .. 10-00 25'85 26-62 43-01
e Grand Total ..| 84269 | 36442 | 80955 | 87119
sul"plus [ s . L) 4'41
Deficit ..|— 1585 |~ 1716 [— 1526 .
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APPENDIX B.

——————

2
9

@

Deranis of Provincial Expenditure under 43. Irrigation, Minor Works and Navigation.

Patioshon, T |l | e | Al
‘WORKS FOR C ;
0 A:?JSI;TS i:x;;}r;g::p RevENUE LAKHS, LAKHS, LAKHS, LAKHS.
Capital.
Cooum Improvements Scheme . . .o N ‘e 6-00 | 06
Buckingham Canal ., .o oo oo 102 251 1-50 1-98
Other Works .. .e .. e . 3:18 471 373 412
420 7-22 11-23 6-16
Lercnuye.
Buckingham Canal ., . e . ‘83 ‘86 -85 ‘93
Other Works . . . .. . 197 239 172 1-88
' 2:80 3:25 2:57 2:81
Works ror wHICH NEITHER CAPITAL NOB .
BREVENUE ACCOUNTS ARR KEPT. )
Old Maintenance Charges .. .. ..| 496 | 4924 491 435
Ordinary Works— T
Ma‘Jor *e L] LI ] . e 20 '62 1 29 1‘09 ‘

. 215
Minor . ve .o .o .o 1-24 133 179 o
Repairs .e e .o e .o 370 4-00 347 .‘3'74
Establishment . .e . .o 129 1-52 1-46 1-33
Tools sud Plant .. ,, ,. .. -08 *10 ‘10 09

693 824 7:91

731 /
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DeraiLs of Proviacial Expenditure under 43. Irrigation, Minor Works anc Navigation—cont.

Pasticularn Bulget, | Rovised, | Pelesb | lsuss.
WORKS FOR WHICH NERITHER CAPITAL NOR
REVENUE ACCOUNTS ARE KEPT—coni. LAKHS. LAKHS, LAKHS, LAKHS.
Tank Restbration Works—
Investigation—
WOrkS L] L ] e . . LI ] .8 L3N ) .
Estabﬁshment .. e . .o * e . L] .31
Tools and Plant .. .o . . .e - .o 01
.. .. 32
Execution—
Works o“ 'K} a0 . Y s e e aa-— 1.24
Repairs L I} . e L X [ ] .. 3'92 4.55 5.44 5.53
Establishment .e - .o .e ‘90 1-05 1-25 '9§
Tools and Plant « .o .e . 06 07 08 06
4-88 567 671 533
Minor Works, Revenue Department .. . -35 35 30 32
Agricultural Works—
Works .o .o oo oo .o T 190 107 112
Bepaim LR} " e *n L ] [ 2 3’67 5 59 3.74 3.14
Establishment .e .s .s . 1-02 170 1-08 01
Tools and Phnt .o .o .o . 07 ‘11 07 ‘06
Refundﬂ % ] . e 0 OC\QSL .0 e *0 oA- . L ]
® 553 9-30 596 593
Abstract— o
Works C aw s e o o 6'66 10 76 13'75 7’44
Repairs .s .o . .o .e 14-62 1775 1581 15-87
Establishment .a .o .o .. 7-37 893 887 896
Tools and Plant we .o .o .e 30 83 52 46
Behmds . e *w . e s e e LI o e .01
Less receipts on capital account .. . oo . e | 01
FSE | LR - ) :
v« Total, Public Works Department ..| 2895 38-27 38956 | 31:83
In charge of Givil officers .. .0 - 459 435 420 373
g | . Gund Totsl ..| 8346 | 4262 | 4316 | 3553

-
Y
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APPENDIX C.

Derais of Provincial Expenditure under 45. Civil Works.

N Budget, Revised, ; X
Farticulars. 18‘37§§§. 1806-67, ?&%ﬁ%@, ﬁ;’;gf};‘&
Pusric Works DEPARTMENT. LAKHS, LAKHS, LAKHS, | LAKHS.
OriGINAL WoRks.
Cicil Bwildings.
Administration—
Collectors’ offices .. .o .. " 63 79 -69 128
Assistant Collectors’ offices . ‘e ve 07 10 25
Sub-Collectors’ offices - . ‘e ‘07 13 02 . .o
Deputy Collectors’ offices . .. .. '10 20 26 23
Deputy Tahsildars’ offices .. .o o 29 47 -84 *40
Sub-Magistrates’ offices .o . . 41 1:05 44 09
Taluk offices . - - .s .o 1-38 2:80 241 317
Sub-jails . . 01 o
Government House, Ootacamund and Madras. e 60 '09 25
Bandsmen’s quarters , . . .o .. .o 08 -19 -31
Acecountant-General’s office .. . - ae . ‘e .
Stamp, &e., offices in High Court .. . o . . .o
Excise and Customs .. . .o . ‘04 ‘14 31 42
Others . . .. . .e . . 45 *40 .
292 679 575 7-00
Law and Justice— . .
Munsifs’ courts ve .e . .o 20 ‘16 15 ‘11
Vakils and Barristers . . .. .e . . va . e
High Court buildings . .o . 17 ‘12 22 19
Uthel‘s.. *e e ve .o . oo e . o
. -37 28 87 30
Jail buildings . . .o .o . .o ‘11 19 06 ‘16
Police buildings o . *39 ‘61 110 66
Minor Departments ., . .e . . .o .e .e
Ecclesiastical .. .o .e .o . . 06 07 03
Forest s s u » o «e .o e .09 .09 '09

,\ \
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Details of Provineial Expenditure under 45. Civil Works —egnt.

Pasticulars. Wores. | imesr. | 1. | isenee.
Civil Busldings—cont. LAKHS, LAKHS, LAKHS, LAKHS.
Education—
Presidency College .. .o .o .. ‘13 ‘19 26 25
LaW Oollege s ) ) .o e . .35 .45 .ld
Engineering College .. e .o ‘17 .
Connemara Library and conneeted bmld- 5 _
mgs ve o .o .e oo ) .o *20 - 10 49
Others . . . oo . ) e 35 36 , 63 37
‘48 110 1-51
Medical— )
‘Women and Chjldren’s Hospital .. o . . o .o
Lunatic Asylum, Madras .. .o .- .. .e ‘83 09
General Hospital ., .o . o .o 07 32 36
Lying-in Hospital .. .o .. .. .o ‘e ‘12 .e
Othel‘s *® LR e LR LA L) .o '11 .19 '15
. 18 146 60
Miscellaneous—
Colleotors’ and Head Assistant Collectors’
qu&rtel's . e .a . e . . '13 .13 ‘16
Engineers’ quarters .. . . . .o ‘19 '10 06
DO Omﬂes . . ) .o , ee 06 . 03
Registration offices .. .o 06 76 35 74
Army Head-quarters (Mount Stuart) oo .. .. e .o
Othel'ﬂ v . e o s *e '12 ‘64 '25 ) '52
| ‘18 i78 ‘83 151
- Total departmental Worka .o .o 445 1108 11-24 1158
Minor Works .. .o . .o . 22 1:38 72 282
Reserve with Government ‘e .o . 75 ‘83 534 .e
e Tota), Civil Buildings .. 542 12:70 17-30 1440
Communications.
Gan}ém Dlstnct . o .o . '33 '35 '48 '48
West Coast Division .. .o .o . 78 ‘14 .o ‘19
Madura Distriot . , .e ee e o . 02 ‘e 02
Vizagapatam .. .o .. .o oo .o 01 .o .o
Coimbatore Division .. ‘e . . 20 07 .. 05
| Minor Works .. .. .. .. .. 02 03 07 03
\ Total, Communications .. 1-33 62 65 '77_
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Details of Provincial Expenditure under 45. Civil Works—eont.

. Budget, Revised, Budget, Actuals,
Particulars. 1867098, | 1seesr | isvelsr. | 1805-9
i LAKHS. | TLAKHS. LAKHS, LAKHS,
Miscellaneous Public { Major .. . . 20 . . )
Improvements. { Minor .. . .o 01 } 45 93 08
Total, Original Works 696 | 1386 | 1878 | 1626
Repairs— Lot
Buildings .. .. .o . .o 2:41 321 214 2:52
Communications .o .o .o -08 1-06 -86 1:56
Miscellaneous Public Improvements .o ‘16 ‘16 ‘15 20
Reserve with Government under Civil
Buildings .. - .e . - .o .o . .
Total, Repairs .. 3:55 446 315 428
Establishment—
Engineers .. .o . .. o 6-80 6:65 6:64 7-25
Upper Subordinates .. . . 3-80 382 374 474
Lower do. . . . . 29 27 29 20
Petty establishment .. . . . 1-32 1-27 136 1-50
Office do. . . . . 3-:08 3:12 36 347
Temporary establishment .. . 191 1-89 1-72 .
Local allowances . . 89 1:20
Travelling allowances .. . 235 272 2:32 248
Contingencies . . . 80 57 50 ‘53
Other departmental eharges . . . . .o 20
20°94 2031 20-83 2037
Account Branch . .o . . 172 175 181 181
Total (Gross) Establishment . 2266 "2 06 2264 22°18
Deduct Contributions from—
Court of Wards . . .o . 01 ‘03 ‘03 ‘04
Imperial Military Works .. .. . ‘13 ‘17 ‘13 ‘14
Imperiai Civil Works .o . .- 16 °12 21 07
Incorporated Local Funds . .o . 20 ‘13 '18 ‘14
Excluded Local Funds . .o . 46 01 07 14
35. Protective Works e .o . -31 34 33 38
42. Major Works . .. 5-69 571 5566 514
49. Capital Expenditure on Ma]or Works. . 1-61 1-50 1-54 2:38
43. Minor Works ., .. .. .. 7-87 893 8-87 808
Other Works .. . .o e .. e .o s ‘10
Total, C_ontribut_ions .e 1594 16-94 16-92 16-59
Net Provincial Establishment .. 672 512 572 669
*

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

' Details of Provincial Expenditure under 45, Civil Works—con?.

. Budget, ieed, d Actuals,
Particalass. 1worsie, | 1veeor | 1sbeer. | 109598
Tools and Plant— LAKHS LAKHS. LAKHS. LAKHS.
Public Works Workshops .. . . 03 03 038
»” Stores ‘e .o . -07 60 07 1-22
London Supplies .. .. .o o 1-10 77 82
Others . , .o .o .o .o .o 24 1-66 21
144 306 ‘63 ‘22
Deduct Contributions .. 26 1-54 28 46
Net Tools and Plant .. 118 1:52 35 76
Abstract—
Civil Buildings . o .o .. 7-83 16-03 1944 16-92
Communiocations .o .o ‘e 231 1-68 1-41 2:33
Miscellaneous Publio Improvements .. 37 61 1-08 28
Establishment .. . .o .o 672 512 572 569
Tools and Plant .o .. .o - 1'18 1:52 35 76
Stock and Suspense .. .o .o . . — 66 . — 87
Total, Public Works Department .. 1841 2430 28:00 2531
Ix crarGe oF CiviL OFFICERS.
Agency Works ., . .. .o . 92 95 111
Municipal Works . .. . 3:00 . 589 585 856
Miscellaneous Public Improvemen(s o .o -09 41 09
Mount Capper Jail .. . . o 108 1-:00 100
Total, Public Works in charge of
Civil Officers .. - oo 509 8-25 8:05 ‘856
Grand Total .. 23-50 32-5b 3605 33:87
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"APPENDIX

Incorporaten Local and Special

Y

Budget estimate, Revised estimate Budget esti '
1897-98. 1596-97. TRocer Astunls, 18956-96.
8 B I k] 8
3 ]
Heads of Revenne. @ = j ] h < o
< . g = 'g 3 . 'g - - . =
- HE 24| Z 55| F
Al w2 | = LR 52| &
e = . - p-) — i —
=8 g ] g S ot P Té"é‘ K- ,;: — 2 -
b3 S ] 3 3 g°
Flal & (a2 1142 |28
1. Land Revenue.| 120 }21-70 2290 | 1-20 12315 24-36 141562102 | 22:17 | 118 {2530 26+48
Vi Provir;oial 63-84 | 23-21 77-06 {6170 (2466 76:36 | B3-11122-57 7668 | 53:34 | 26:82 80°16
ates,
XII. Interest N e > 421 43| .. 43 43| ., 43 | 43 43
XIX. Education ..] 237 ] .. 2371 2331 ,, 233 1 240 .. 240 | 227 2:27
XX. Medical of 21 ., 21 23 . *23 200 .. - 20 23 28
XXI1. Scientifie, &c. | o . . v, .
XXII. Superannu- 011 ., 01 01 . s . .
ation. " o o o *
XXV, Miscellaneous. | 6:31 . 631} 627 . 6-27 646 646 | 628 6:28
XXXII. Civil Works, |
_ 1049 | 01| 1050 (1047 | - : 993t gy | 994 11008 09
By P.W.D, | 50 (1047 | o1 | 1048 |} “tE o £ 98211008 } o {f 1000
Contribations . ] 31 . 311 368 ., 358 3-05 .. 306 | 308 303
Balance of Provincial] .. | .. . .
Sving o . . . “ . .- .
1
Total, Rovenue .| 77:96 |44-92 | 122:88 |76-22 47-81 | 12403 | 7679|4360 | 120-35 | 76:08 52-18 | 129:08
Debt deposits ., o .
. . .o X e .o .. .o 28
Burplus or defloit
o =12 ve , -—2 . - 3
12 . 281 o |—~3es| .. | . 406
Opening  { Bervice
balance { Debt, } v . 4186 | ,, . 417 | o, . "Wl . 4013

kY

TN

D,
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Fund Accounts and Estimates.

W
Budget estimate, Revised estimate Budget estimats,
faor 0. 1896-97. 1896-97. | Actuals, 1895-96.
. Heads of Expendituare. & @ 1 g -
g, |3 5 .| 8 3 .| 2 3.8
87 | 3 23| 2 Ef 1l 2 i | 2
a3 | & CEN R e |
- E - “ E — —_ 2 — - :§ -
| s | B |32 %8| 8 |ES T (8°| %8 | E-
i) B (8|2 |82 |52 8
1. Refunds 15 02 17 18 02 20 16 01 16 14 47 61
8. Land Revenue 46°456) 4645 o | 4541 4541 o [45°01 4591 oo 14602 4602
14, Interest on other 05 .. 05 ) 05| 06 05 06 0&] ., 04
obligations. ' '
18. General Adminis- 345 345 830} .. 3:30 | 350 .. 360 326 ,, 326
tration.
22, Education 11-81 . 11°81 1 11-44 . 11-44 | 12-18 12-18 | 1168 | | 11-68
924. Medical 1448 . 14:48 11398 13-98 {1440 14-40 {1418 . 14°18
29, Superannuation 124 .. a2 12| .. (121 12 .. (12 -1} *11
82. Miscellaneous 371 .. 337§ 802 302 | 337 337 | 310} | 3-10
33, Famine Relief 600 | .. 500 75 . By .. . . . . .
87. Construction of . .o o . . . . e
Railways.
43. Minor Works and | ., 09 9| .. ‘12 12 08 08 | 27 27
Navigation,
P.W.D.
46. Civil Works 4636 |} ool § 46371, ) 5 §|4000 17 . 40-79 | 41-67 .
By P.W.D o1 |} 9":{ a7 |eas2 | 13| asss {1000 1T 19 | { PG5 | Mg }ea| 4209
#* .
Contributions 2:87 70 307 [ 220 70 2:90 | 2-21 65 2:86 | 241 62| * 308
! v
-
Total, Expendiéure 8682 | 48-18] 135-60 | 70-86 | 46'08 | 126-84 | 76°68 |47-44 | 124-07 | 77°27 |48-02 | 125-29
Closing  f Service. . . . s
bdance.{Debt. S R Bl O 488 | .. | L. a08] L L, | 41T

* Excluding ‘03 transfors betweem Local and Looal,
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APPENDIX E.

.
ProvinciaL Loans and Advances.
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APPENDIX F,
'GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following papers:—
G.0., Nos. 667, 667-A, Financial, dated 6th September 1895,

AsstrACT.—Passing orders on the Provincial accounts for 1894-95.

G.0., Mis. No. 4562, Revenue, dated 14th November 1895,

Read—Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), No. 2332-R., ‘dated
14th September 1895.

ABsTrRACT.—Submitting to Governmeort, with remarks, a copy of Board’s Procsedings,
No. 149, dated 17th May i895, on Government Order regarding Proviacial accounts for
1893-94, i

.

L .

- Order—Mis. No. 4562, Revenue, dated 14th November 1895.

The Government Order read above \gll Jbe communicated to all Heads of Depart-
ments under the Revenue Secretariat for thformation and guidance.

2. The attention of the -Board of Revenue (Land Revenue) will be drawn to
paragraphs 5, 6 and 8 (1) of the Government Order, and that of the Board of Revenue
(Separate Revenue) to the remarks against ¢ 9, Customs ” in paragraph 8.

8. In reviewing the Accountant-General’s final accounts of the Provincial
revente and expenditure for 1893-94 (Government Order, No. 256, Financial, dated
19th March 1895), the Government remarked that in view to reduce as much as
possible the large differences observable every year between the estimates and actuals

- under land revenue, a closer scrutiny of the figures relating to the land revenue collec-
~ tions should, if possible, be made and the Board was accordingly requested to consider
. in wbat manner this sould best be carried out without multiplying labour or entering

into unnecessary detail. 1In its Proceedings, No. 149, dated 17th May 1895, the
Board explains the difficulties in framing correct estimates of land revenue collections, -
but makes no suggestions as to-how the present system of forecasting the revenue

- under this head can be improved. This should now be done.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) E. GIBSON,
4 Secretary to Government,

*
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G.0., No. 940, Finanecial, dated 29th November 1895,

Order—Xo. 040, Finaneial, dated 29th November 1895,

. The attention of the Board i
estimates remain open for eorrecti?)i %ﬁi‘afi(lm}:ﬁ Pl
rrangements should be made for Obtainin
all the Prmcipai Heads of Revenye even
Passed by this Government, )

o the fact th t
e first week in Mareh of ea.eha y;z]:i

& from the distriots correctod fi
: C ures unde
fter tho estimates have been p%ovisi;lnr;(lif;

(True Extract,)

(Signed)  J. T, PRICE,

Clief Secretary.

To the Revenue Department. y
»  Accountant-General.

Proceedings of the B

Taly g oard of Revenue (

Land Revenue), No. 292, dated 81st

————

s Resoluiz'on—No_. 292, dated 31st July 1896.

With reference to ‘

) paragraph 6 of Ggvernm . .
ggti% 6;}klleSchter‘rébeg 1845, communicated with th: rﬁev(e);(ll;r,sz.rtGG'?% ancal,
No. 1419 datede?}hh ilg_s to Siate that, as already reported in Bl:)ar(;?: anf:)rg erd'wJld
year, th’e 00ntiﬂu0usl ii}ér?gd)‘ az;g as explained in the budget reports Submittzg e:xlrleg s,

as ; . . SN ‘
o the tollowing ounses S¢ 1n the actuals over the revised estimates 1s attributable

character of the North-E g
sanguine, Kast monsoon, and “the fore¢ast has not been sufficiently

(2) The :
collections of thg ?;Z?iage of collections ado

ven months has generally 4
o Advanes et g y fallen short of the actuals,
« months ending with March

Seven months of the officigl

to the estimateq demgmd for that peri

{4) The arrear balance on 1t Se

sometimes raiged suﬁequently

ptember adopted in the Bogrg’
fashi,

with reference to the settled demand

pted by the Board in fixip g the §robable

8 of Tevenue are made b
. Y Tyots ia the first three kist
probable colloctios o L2 1{mton aceount of kists falling due in April; but, as t;:e

\ s Aal year are fixed with referenc
succeeding months are ignored. od, payments on account of kists falling due ig. v

8 calculations is
of the preceding
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2. The Government further requests the Board to obtain more detailed and
accurate information for the preparation of the budgets in future ; and suggestions are

called for as to how the present system of forecasting land revenue receipts can be
improved.

8. First as to the forccast of the monsoon, the revised estimate for & year is fixed
by the Board with reference to the actuals of the first five months £nd to the collections
expected to be made out of the probable demand of the remaining seven months.
The ryotwari demand, which forms the bulk of the land revenue of this Presidency,
depends largely upon a timely fall of rain and an adequate supply of water. The
estimate is based on the demand of a normal year. In districts in which the South-
West monsoon has been indifferent, an arbitrary deduction is made, but when the
North-East monsoon is favourable in the locality under consideration, the actual
demand comes out higher than the estimated figure and the forecast is falsified.
This difficulty would e obviated if the date prescribed for the subthission of the
budget could be altered to the 15th December. The Board could then arrange to get
the Collectors’ reports before the 1st December, by which time the North-East monsoon

should have declared itself, while the

* In 1894-05, the balance was raisad by 1'75  grrear balance would have been revised *

lakhs —vide paragraph 5 of Board's Pro-  with reference to the settled demand of

ceedings, No. 211, dated 27th June 1895, the preceding fasli, and the provisional

demand intended to be adopted in the demand, collection and balance statements for
the kist months—December to March-—would have been ascertained.

4. Next, as to the percentage of collections, the Board generally adopts for the
purposes of the estimate the highest percentage of collections attained in previous
years, modified, where necessary, with reference to the character of the South-West
monsoon ; but this figure is often exceeded owing to (a) the increased attention now
being bestowed on the work of collection and (b) partly to the North-East monsoon
proving to be favourable in districts in which the South-West monsoon has been
indifferent. As regards cause (a), the Board' observes that the percentage of current
collections has nearly attained its maximum limit in many districts and the differences
between the estimates and actuals due to this cause will not, in future, be as large as
they have been hitherto. The inconvenience resulting from the operation of cause ()
will vanish if the alteration of the date for the submission of the budget above
suggested be sanctioned. ' % '

5. In regard to advance payments of kists belonging.to the succeeding year, it
is to be noted that, under the orders of Government (vide Government Order, No. 749,
dated 15th June 1884), advance payments, if not really voluntary, should be dis-
couraged, and the Board has not hitherto recognized this factor in framing its
estimates, But as advance payments made by ryots of their own accord cannot be
refused, and as such payments amount to large sums in favourable years (in 1893-94
they aggregated over 5% lakhs), it is clear that the item should be taken into account
in

ng the revised estimates. This will be done in future.
'6. The variation in the arrsar balances has already been dealt with in the con-
cluding sentence of paragraph 3 of this Proceedings.

7. The remarks in paragraphs 3 to 6 above refer, strictly speaking, only to the
framing of revised estimates, but the data on which they are proposed to be based will
enable the Beard to frame-its dudget estimates with greater approximation to accuracy

~ than before.
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i inanci \artment before the
i v closed in the Financial Departmen
Ty e“‘m(?xa grelslilg;rgzzag tl(;ere will be no objection 1n the Way of adopt-

}féhig: nslagrgés%gnlito alter the date prescribed for the submission of the budget of
1 .

land revenue receipts.

9. The Board will now proceed to furnish the information called for in paragraph
8 of Government Order, No. 667, Financial, dated 6th September 1895. A perusal

of paragraph 19 of the Finance Committee’s report on “ the future Provineial contract
with Madras * shows that the amount at which the normal land revenue of this Presi-
dency was fixed, viz., 454°55 lakhs,-was calculated on the average of the net demand
during the seven faslis (agricultural years) 1288 to 1293 and 1295, viz., 45625 lakhs
after deducting 1-70 lakh therefrom as being the probable amount written off as
irrecoverable each year. The Board has no details of the amount adopted in fixing
the present Provincial contract, viz., 480 lakhs, and will cheretore confine itself to an
cxplanation of the difference between the present standard revenue (actuals of 1894-95
and budget estimate of 1895-96) and the jnormal revenue adopted by the Finance
Committee. For facility of comparison, the Board will take, in the first instance, the
demand of the fasli years on which the two sets of collections are based. It will be
noted in this connection that the actuals of 1894-95 depended mainly on the current
demand of fasli 1304 and that the budget estimate for 1895-96 was fixed n 1894 on

the basis of the demand of fasli 1303—the latest fashi for which settled figures were
then available.

10. The settled demand of faslis 1303 and 1304 exceed the avera

: , e dem
the seven faslis 1288-93 and 1295 by 67-28 and 6593 lakhs respeetivgel ag :11:3 Olil
1n the appendix to this Proceedings; the abstract attached to the ) "

. detailed explanations for the increases which are briefly summarised b:}[;[:fl.ldlx gives

Fasli by SH
1303, 1504,
|
. Increase due to-— A BAKHS, | IV Laxns
Item i in the abstract . (.I) The introduction of new settlement rates 12+ .
Items ii, iv, v and vi in the abstract (2) The rovision of settlerent in Trichinopol - o0 P
Tiom vu foyy dnd ¥ [0 b .‘ ((.'2 :1“;16 extencion of cultivation and irrigutio); . 4.6.'23 o
I‘?ms iii and vili to x in the abstraat, {5) Sux?dégal’:‘:u‘;f:: roallor seuson vomissions ., . o 42‘1)3
. 5:04 6-98
S . Total increase .. 71'11-3_— ,—~7l'06
. . .. ednet decrense due main}
y to the levy of
amount of progess-fees owing to the rse’ducti?n:'i‘::lilgz
. lprooess-servtee cstablishment and the payment of
t?;g:r amount of allowances to religious institn-
. . . . . <o | = 388 | — B3
Net increase . 67'28-— 65'93-

4

The increase due to the first cause relates mostl

the increment remissions or i88i y to Tanjore and is exclusive of
remissions allowed : V.0
of the new rates of assessment where they exciedogggl s €radul introduction

cent. Of the increase shown agai old assessment by over 25

.  Lerease s gainst the 3rd cause, ab ( per
extension of irrigation in the delta taluks of Gédévar(;u:nﬁﬂ %ztiiningagndgﬁet:hthe
: \ ree

%
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taluks of the Nellore district which are benefited by the Pennér and Sangam anicuts
as shown kelow :—

Fasli 1303. Fasli 1304.
Second-erop Second-crop
ar— . ent a jent
Avevmant | SV | Avmment | St
lands rate on lands rate on
o ’ Government . Government
lands. lands.
: IN LAKHB. | IN LAKHS, | IN LAKES. | IN LAKHS.
Delta taluks of Gédévari e o . . . . 2-83 1-46 2-98 1-64
Do. of Kistna . . . e e . 540 86 670 49
Nellore, Gudur and Kavali .. . . . . .. -88 43 1-03 44
+ Total .. 910 274 ¢ ' 2:87
— v - -
. . ! 1-84 1228
Increase in the charge for water on minor inams and on zemin-
dari and inam villages o e . . . o 558 613
Total .. 17-42 18-41

Extension of cultivation occurred- generally in the districts which are still in
—process of recovery from the famine of 187 6-77. More favourable seasons account in
part for the increases shown against the 2rd cause and further operated to reduce the
amount of season remissions and increase the demand by 769 amd 2 lakhs in faslis
1808 and 1304 respectively. Of the other canses specified by Government, the effect
of the “improved efficiency of the subordinate district administrative agency” is
traceable in all the items of land revenue generally, viz., in the detection of concealed
cultivation and irrigation and the prompt checking of, and levy of penal rates for, the
cultivation of poramboke lands and irrigation without permission and in the exercise
of closer supervision over the administration of every item of revenue, an example
of which supervision is shown by the increase under tree revenue. Among sundry
causes for the increase of revenue may be mentioned, (1) the transfer of lands from
. ' inam to Government which yielded an in-

. *Ttem III in the abstract. crease of 2 * lakhs in fasli 1303 and 329 *

v lakhs in fasli i 304, (2) the system of selling

the usufruct of toddy-yielding trees, which fetched three-fourths of a lakh in fasli 1303
and one lakh in fasli 1304, (8) the enhancement of the rate of commission charged on
estates under the Court of Wards and the larger number of estates now under manage-
: ment in consequence.of which the commis-

* Jtem IX in the Abstract. ‘sion rose by abdut Rs. §0,000,* and (4)

- . the enhancement of the rent of islands

+ tItem X in the Abstract. gituated in rivers in the Géd4vari district

e e o o : by Rs. 86,000, ¥ as also the saving of
commission which was being uallowed to Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co. and to certain

gamindars for the collection of the revenue of the Palkonda taluk and of quit-rentson
‘inams and water-tax in zamindaris in Vizagapatam, Géddvari, Kistna and Madura.
he Board in this connection observes that it is the progressive increase in' the land

~ revenue demand due fo the above-mentioned causes which led to the steady increa
* in the actuals noticed by Government. - Py "

¥
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Budget

“estimute o818
of of
t8o5 96, 1804-95,
based on ased
the au1 the
. demand demam'i
) of fagl;  ©f fasli
1303. 1304,
Increase in the present standard revenue as compared
with that adopted by the Finance Committee 81:62 8069
Deduct increase in the correspondiug demand ex-
plained in paragraph 10 .. .e .o 6728 6593
Further increase to be explained .. 14:3¢ 1476

. 11, The expla-
netions « for the
increase in the pre-
sent land revenue
demand giveninthe
above paragraph
account for the

“greater portion of

the excess of the
present  standard
revenue (collections
over that adopted
by the Finance

Committee, but there is a further increase of 141 lakhs, which i explained below :-—

budget Estimate for 1895-96.

LAKHS.
Incresse expected from the levy of enhanced water-rate in Gédévari
andKiStna .e .. s .o . e LY ve + 7'}
Anticipated introduction of settlement rates in Malabar .. .. + 5
Inerease expected from the revision of settlement in Trichinopoly,
Gédavari, &e. . .o .o .o .o .o oo+ 3%
Anticipated extension of irrigation in G¢ddvaxi and Kistna + 1§
Promptness gf collections (as represented by the difference between
the estimated opening and closing balances) .. - o 4+ 13
Increase due to the writing off of a smaller amount of arrears as
irrecoverable .. .. .o od e . .. o + 1
Deduct—
Decrease due to the adoption of an ‘average demand in some :
d.iStl'iOtS .. .. o e e L) L] .o 0‘0 - 6
. Net increase .. 14}
Actuals of 1894-95.
LAKHS,

Tnoresso in the actual demand of the three months—April to June
1894 (comprised in fasli 1303 and in the official year 1894-95)—
as compared with the demand of the three months—April to June
1895 (comprised in fasli 1304 but not included in the official year
1894-95)— which was due mainly to the entire settlement increase
which agorued in Tanjore in fasli 1303 (Rs. 8,37,000) having been
determined and brought to account towards the close of fasu 1303
and partly to the grant of smaller season remissions in that fasli
thaninfasli 1304 .o e .o .e e .e e

Promptness of collections (represented by the differance between the
opening and closing balances of the year) .. .o oo .

Increase due to the writing off of & smaller amount of irrecoverable
arrears than that adopted by,the Finance Committee (Rs. 1,70,000).

Total ..

i

91
4
1

L ]
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As regards promptness of collections which is among the causes enumerated by
Government, the Board, while admitting that the percentage has improved of recent
years, would observe that it has nearly reached the maximum and cannot therefore
give rise to any further increase in the standard land revenue.

12. The causes assigned in the above paragraph go to show that some of them

Increase due to the levy of enhanced
water-rate in Géddvari and Kistna.
Introduction of re-settlement in

Gédévari .. .o .o .o
Anticipated extension of irrigation

in Gdédavari, Kistna and Madura ..
Settlement increment in Tanjore,

Trichinopoly and Vizggapa%am

Total ..

LAKHS,
600
v 75
380
1-97

12:52

were peculiar to the years 1894-95 and
1895-96. It will nevertheless be seen
that if the marginally-noted increases,
which have accrued since the year
1894-95, are added to the net land
revenue demand of fasli 1304 as shown
at foot of column 5 of the appendix, the
present standard revenue comes to 534
lakhs, after allowing for a remission of
Rs. 65,000 in the shape of irrecoverable
arrears.

13. The delay in the submission of this report is due to the fact that the causes
of the increase in the land revenue demand had to be traced by means of a careful
examination of the jamabandi reports and statements of faslis 1288 to 1304, ‘

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Sigued) R. C. C. CARR,
{Actz'ng Secreéary.

To the Becretary to Government, Revenue Degartment.

, Forest Depsrtment. -

-
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APPENDIX. .
: FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
Average of Variations ’ ) Variati
, the seven : one APPENDIX-—cont,
Htem. faslis | Fasli 1303, | OU0RATed| p ) 1304, | o8 compared
1288--93 :
and 1295 eolnmn 3. column 2. . A P
) tﬁ:‘:egfe: Variations Variatior 8
- I : p ; Ttom. faslis | Facli 1303, |8 ompared| gy, 39, |as compared
aan(f %’25953 oolumn 2. column 2,
1. Holdings— 16662 | 17710 2248 179-67 26-05
Extent .. . .o . g : 50
(@) Drylands {700 166-93 1813 | T 1050 18008 | L 1030 ! 2 8 + 5 8
; Extent .. ve . ?[8'33 42-35 4+ 400 42:65 + 430
(5) Wet lands 1727 26-52 3% R ! (ii) Difference between the assessment
| Assessment . . {‘+ 1921 } 2265 + 3854 230°569 -4 3861 and jodi payable on relinquished
village service inams ., .. . 168 168 . .
Extent .. . .. 192-97 21945 -+ 2648 222:32 -+ 29-35 ) (gii) Allowanoes to religious institutions 549 726 :t 176 813 2:64
Total .. Assessment » . { I+315§g‘11 } + 420:97 + 48-82 + 49358 + 5648 (iv) Other deductions .. Ve . 118 177 + B9 1-48 *30
—_ Total .. 16-78 1346 — 332 961 - 17
II. Second-crop assessment . . . 803 11-59 + 3686 9-51 -+ 148 .
—— Total Remissions, item VII 4 2969 2362 — 607 2486 ~— 478
26 82 R . . . . ——
HII. Water-rate on dry lands e e { — 1921 } 882 | + 22 794 | 4 133 VIIL Netland rovenune demand .. ., .| 456620 62998 | <+ 78-78 54867 | + 8787
N Dedust—Government coutribution” to the Village
1V. Misoellancous— Bervice Fuand and difference between assessment
(4) Jodi and quit-rent on minor inams ., 12-86 12:65 - 21 23-09 + 10023 and jodi on village service inams which were
(5) Water-rate charged on minor inams ,, 10-87 10-63 «  credited to land revenue in faslis 1303 and 1304. . — 650 - 650 [*— 1094 -— 10-9¢
(¢) Do. on whole inam and zemin- 9:36 }—}- 8-33 g -+ 838 ' Deduot—Also revenue from village service inams
dari villages .. . 682 71 amalgamated with land revenue .. . .. o . . T -~ 1060 — 10-50
(d) Revenue from lands cultivated but not
ineluded in the pattas - - 370 5-87 4+ 217 571 4+ 201 + 456-20 523:48 + 67-28 §22-13 -+ 65-93
(¢) Bevenue from caltivation of porambok . ) .
lands .. . . . . 97 8-02 -+ 205 811 4+ 214 * Mad o ; s ibuti i i i
) . . , . \ e up of, " 9,26,000 representing Governmen contribution to the Village Service Fund and 168 lakhs beinz
8;) (',‘I:)rx?\?nriz:iilxllueon ¥rivaté “estates under 00 61 T+ L b + gle differencel b?it, 2 the assessment and Jodi of relinguished village service inams which have been incorporated with
. . , . . overnment lands. .
1) Pro(?zg:se-l;l:lvei{c}g lf:;z:mgement *e . lgi g; i’ 13(75 .gi + 123 - >+ The differonce bstween this figure and that given in the Finance Committee’s report (466-25 lakhs) is due to the
é..) Charge for water on lands i‘l:rigat;:l - fact that at the time of preparation of that report the settled demand for fasli 1295 was not available.
without permission .. .. ..l ‘14 76 | 4+ 62 88 | o 74
5 ")) geveuue frlom d:(-mt(ad and hill villages. | 1 %Og . ~ 208 1. .. - 208
(k) Rent on islands situated in rivers . 4 234 *86 2-34 *88 :
(D) Otheritems ., .. .. .. 574 6-05 i *31 527 i 47 Apstracr of+the Appendix,
Total of item IV ., 41'51 54-38 + 1287 6465 + 23-14 Varistions as compared with
£ - the average of the demand
V. Peshkash of permanently-settled estates and * :
v A A . . . . . of the seven faslis 1288 to
shrotriem Jodl .o .e . s 5749 57 ?f‘ + 26 . b7 75 + 26 Item. 1293 and 1295.
VI. Total gross land revenune demand (items . ' .
IteV) . . v . . 48679 56350 + 8771 56843 ~+ 82:64 In fasdi 1303, | In fasli 1304,
V1L, Deduct remissions— ,
() Season remissons e . b 1114 8-4b — 769 914 o 2'0?_ (i) Inorease in the assessment of holdings due to the introduoction of new settlement
(3) Fixed remissions— i rates in Vizagapatam ('33), Anantapur (:12), Bellary (1:03), South Arcot
(i) Granted for irrigation 'by 1ift .. 34 105 + ,71 1:09 + .75 ) (1~42), Tanjore (’12‘24). Madura (’30),_N11g1ns ('31) and Malabar (‘99) o lﬂ~74 16:74
(i} Allowed oz gradual introduction of Inerease due to the re-settlement of Triohinopoly .. . o . . . : 424
new settlement rates . . 63 507 4+ 464 468 408 .
(iii) For other canses .., .. .. ‘80 49 | — 31 46 | T g | Total .. 1674 30-98
Total .. 167 661 + 4.9: 611 + 444 Deduct—Inoresse in inorement remissions ., .o ve . . . 4:64 T 403
(¢) Beriz deduotions— Increase in the net demand .. - . . v . . 1220 1695
(i) Government coutribution to the " c X /
il i . . —_ — 10 ii) Increass due to transfer of lands from dry to wet .. . ‘e . . 662 694
village service fund ., .. 10-11 276 7:85 . t0-11 . (ih; Do. do. from inam o Glovernmen . . o 200 329
. . . . . L ) . i i due to the extension of cultivation
* Represents water-rate charged on dry lands converted into wet in Gédavari and Kistns which was being shown . (iv) Increase in the assessment of holdings ; f culti
under item ITI Water-rate in the Zeara pre);eding “asli 1296, but which are now being included in the wet nsse:lsxgont. o . Da?io n:iagy n dm’g‘ ots affocted by the famine ax;;ldbo extensmx; og l.rrgza?qn by 21-38 22:86
t Includes the essessment on holdings in South Canara for which details of dry and wet are nct ayailable. ' : li:l‘: ecrease dus to larger remissions granted on account of irrigation by
 Transferred ##holdings. : - L L TR LR L U Y —n -~ 5
: : Net increass . ,, 4067 2211
* .

1 Ineludes 1'77 lakha granted as increment remissions in Trichina poly.
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. Variations us compared with
the average of the demand
df the seven faslis 1288 to

Ttem, 1293 and 1295.
In fasli 1303. | In fasli 1304,
(v) Increase ander items II, III and IV (3), {¢) and (i) due to extension of irriga-~
tion and detection of concealed irrigation .. e . “ . .. 1472 11-93
(vi) Inorease under miscellaneous cultivation and cultivation of poramboke lands,
items IV (4 and o) . . o - G . . . 422 415
(vil) Incrense due to favourable season as evidenced by the'grant of smaller season S
remissions . .. . .. . . .. . . . 769 2:00
(viii) Increase in tree revenue due partly to the introduction of the system of selling
the usafruct of toddy-yielding trees ou Government waste Jands and partly fo
the exercise of great.r supervision ,. . . . . . . 1-61 224
{ix) Increase in the commission charged on estates under the Court of Wards dus 10
the enhancement of the rate of cornmission and the larger namber of estates
now under management .. . . .. e .. ‘e . 67 59
(x) Enhancement of the rent of islands sitwated on rivers in the Gédavari district. 86 86
Total gross inorease (itemsitox) .. | <+ 71-16 -+ 71-08
(xi) Deduet—Decrease under process-service fes due to the reduction in the pracess~
service establishment in consequence of the employment of village officers for :
. serving processes 1o & larger extent than before .. . . . o} — 136 ~ 160
(xii) Deduct—Also decrease due to the payment of a larger allowance to religious
institutions as compared with the average of the soven faslis which'is attribat-
able to the substitution of beriz deductions for land revenue agsignments in
. fasli 1292 . o S . e .o . . o e} — 1 - 264
(xiii) Deduct—Net decrease due to other canses ., . o . .. | ~— 78 - 99
Total decrease .. | — 888 — 513
Net increase ., | -~ 67-28 + 6693
. i
G.0., Mis. No. 3761, Revenue, dated 19th September 1596.
: [, SA .

Order—Mis. No. 3761, Revenue, dated 19th September 1896.

The date for the submission of the budget estimate of Land Revenue receipts cannot
be postponed to the 15th December as recommended by the Board of Revenue, as it
has to.reach the Financial Department in print on or before that date. The Govern-
ment has, however, no objection to the estimate being submitted to this department
on the 20th November. :

2. With theso remarks the Board’s Proceedings redd above will be transferred
to the Financial Department. :

. (True Extract.)

(Signed)*  G.STOKES,,

Ayg. Secretary to Government,
To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue).
» Financial Department.

OrpER—No. 663, Financial, dated 5th October 1898.
Recorded. ) ,
2. The date for the receipt in {he Financial Department of the budget estimate
voder /. Land Revenue will be fixed at the 15th December. :
(True Extract.)
. ‘ A. T. ARUNDEL,
o : Ag. Chief Secrelary,

MADRAS FPRINIED BY 1)1k SUXKBINMIENDEFNT, GOVERNMENT PRESS. B

]

i)

©

Droceedings of a Meeting of the Council of the Governor of lort St. George
assembled for the purpose of making Law; and Requlations under the
provisions of the Acts of Parliament, 24 and 25 Victoria, Cap. 67
and 55 and 56 Victoria, Cap. 14.

The Council met at the Council Chamber in Fort St. George, at 12 noon on
Tuesday, the 25rd day of November 1897.

PRESENT:

His Excellency the GoverNOR OF MADRAS, 6.C.M.G., G.C.I.E.—DPresiding.
The Hon’ble Sir Hexry BLiss, X.C.LE.
The Hon’ble Mr. J. Gros:, C.IE.
The Hon’ble Mr. C. 8. CroLe.
The Hon’ble MumaMMaD SHARIF, KHAN BAHADUR.
The Hoii’ble the Rasa oF BosBiLl, K.C.LE,
The Hon’ble Mr. D. Doxcax, D.Sc., LL.b.
The Hon’ble Mr. G. Storks. |
- The Hon’ble P: RajaraTva MUpALIYAR, DiWwAN BAHADUR.
The Hon’ble V. Brasnyam IYENGAR, C.1.E., DrwaN Bauapur (Acting Advocate-
General). ‘
The Hon’ble Mr. G. G. ArBUTHNOT.
The Hon’ble P. Rancavya Navupu.
The Hon’ble N. Susna Rao Panrurv.
The Hon’ble C. JamsuriNeam Muparivar, Rao Banapur.
The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR.
The Hon’ble P. Rarxasapuarati PILLAT.
The Hon’ble Mr. A. T. ARUNDEL.
The Hon’ble Mr. G. H. StuarT.

ADDITIONAL MEMBERS.

The SecrETARY reported that the following gentlemen took their seats as Additional
Members of Couneil : —

The Hon’ble P. Rancayya Navunu Garv.
’ ” N. Sussa Rao PanTULU GARU. :
” w  C. JaMBULINGAM MUDALIYAR AvARGAL, Rao Bamapur
” vw .+~ 'VARAGHAVACHARIAR AVARGAL.
» ” x sABHAPATI PILTUAI AVARGAL.
» - m Mr. A. T. ARUNDEL.
N Mgr. G. d. Stuarr.

THE PLAGUE.

. His Excelleﬁcy the Pm:smx:NT.—-It will be of general interest to the Council to
know that the report, which appearei! in the newspapers a day or two ago that cases
of plague had oceurred in a village in the North Arcot distriot, is not correct. The
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Sanitary Commissiover repaired to the spot at once and has telegraphed as follows :

“No plague at Aukur, but anthrax among human beings ”,  We will now proceed to
- the questions which appear in the agenda paper. '

QUESTIONS.

With the permission of His Excellency the President—

The Hon’ble the Rasa or BonsiL! asked the following questions :——

L. Will the Government be pleased, in consideration of the conveniencs and
the relief it would afford to those who pay land-cess, to fix definite periods for its
revision by the Collectors of districts ? '

oThe How'ble Mr. Stokes r— )
L. The procedure for the revision is already fixed by law.

The Hon’ble the Rasa oF Bossrwr, x.c.1.E. (—

II. Will the Government be pleased to consider the advisability of instructing
the Local Boards to include Sanskrit and Arabic in the branches of education to be
encouraged by such boards, under sub-section (iv) of section 95 of the Local Boards

Act, and of encouraging purely indigenous schools by giving grants-in-aid for the
study of these languages ?

The Howble Mr. Grose »—

II. The Government is not prepared te issue instructions as proposed, the
matter being one, which, in the opinion of Government, should be left
to the discretion and initiative of Local Boards, The Grant-in-aid
Code provides for the payment of a grant-in-aid not exceeding ope-
third of their salary to teachers of orjental languages in recognized high
class indigenous schools in which Sanskrit, Arabic or Persian is taught.
Grants for furniture and other objects provided in the Code are slsg
paid to such schools,

The Hon’ble the Rasa or BossL1, x.c.LE, :—

HI. Is the Government aware that minors, under the Court of Wards, who are
educated in Madras, are put to great inconvenience by spending three months of every
year in Qotacamund ?

The How'ble Mr. Grose :—
ITI. The answer to this question is in the negative.

The Hon'ble the Rasa or Bospiv, x.c.1E i—

1V. Will the Government be pleased to direct the Court of Wards to allow the

minors, like other pupils, to spend the midsummer holidays at home with theiy friends,
instead of at Ootacamund ? _

V. Will the Government be pleased, with a view to remedy defects, if any, to
order an inquiry to be made by a competent authority—such, for instance, as the
Director of Public Instruction—into the present system of tducating the minor

ramindars ?

QUESTIONS.

The Hon’ble Mr. Grose :— - . .
IV and V. The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answers given to questions
XXVII and XXIX put at the meeting of the Legislative Council held
on the 9th December 1896,

The Hon’ble the Rass or BoBBILI, K.C.LE, i— .

VI. Will the Government, looking to the importance of minor zamindars’ learn-
ing the use and value of money, be pleased to direct the Court of Wards to allot
pocket-money to their wards proportionate to the income of their cstates and varying
in amount with the age of the wards ?

The Hon'ble My, Grose :— .
VI. The Government is not prepared to issue any general instructions as

suggested, ‘but will communicate the Hon'ble Member’s’suggegtion to
the Court of Wards.

The Hon’ble P. RaTNAsaBHAPATI PILLAL :mee d

VIL. (a) In view of the increasing importance of the courts of the Distriet
Munsifs, whizh form the ground-work of the bulk of the htxganog in this Presidency,
will Government be pleased to take into consideration the desirability of altering
their designation and styling them as  Assistant J udges”, following the analogy of
“Sub-Collectors '’ and < Assistant Collectors ” ?

() If Government approves of the suggestion, will it be pleased to cause

a.short Bill to be introduced to amend section 8 of the Madras Civil Courts Act 8 of
18787

The Howble Sir Henry Bliss :—

VII. (a) and () The Government is not prepared to nake the alteration
suggested by the Hon’ble Member.

The Hon’ble P. RATNASABHAPATI PILIAT :—

VIIL. In view of the hard work which the District Munsifs as a pody are
doing, will Government be pleased to address the High Court with reference to
section 30 of the Madras Civil Courts Act, 1873, in view to the period of their recess
being fixed .as two months, similar to the recess of the courts of the Subordinate and

" District Judges ?

The Hom'ble Sir Henvy Bliss :—

VIII. The Government cannot interfere in this matter, which is left to the
diseretion of the High Court.

- The Hon’ble P. RATNASABHAPATI PrLLax :— :
IX. With referenceto the question No. LVII asked by the Hon’ble C. Jambu-

- lingam Mndaliyar Avargal at the meeting of the Council, dated 9th December 1896,
. will Government bo pleased to take into consideration the desirability of reducing the

rates of process-fees levied in the courts of Subordinate and District Judges to the
scale obtaining in the Courts of the District Munsifs ? :
" The Hon’ble Mr. Arundel :— .

IX. The question is at present under consideration by the High Court and the
Government. . ,
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The Hon’ble P, RATNASABHAPATY Prunar:—

X. (a) With reference to question No. XI1 b

A\’argal af the meetin . ¥ the Hon'ble (. §
b~ g of the C e U. Sankaran Naya
to it, 18 Government in possession%\inggé dated 22nd J annary 1895, and the a‘ns'sve:

information on the following matter, and, if
1 and 25 per cent.
50

I b}

2 " and above 200 per cent..
50 ’ T ' LT 300" ”» )
7%, 160 "’ \ » 400
100 5 200 R " 500

{b) If Government

18 i ¢ a1 : Yoo, T
o call for the sany ¢ not in pocsession of the information, will it be pleased

The Hon'ble My Stokes :—-——.

X. A copy of the communicst; .
Sankaran Nayar Oilcagotrlxl 011; tgxe subject addressed to theo Hon'ble C,

Hon'ble Member with the ramery 1p > Will be furnished to the

. emark th A
tion has yet been received by Governantx(;i' reply to that communiea.

The Hon’ble P, RarNasasrapams P

XL (a) Ts Government aws Tras)

ave greatly hampered | .0 aware that mirasidars in Tanjore and other distr:
Settlemonys of tll)xegr 1 their agricultural work by the free e 131 : er districts
g to out-of-the- . i
Begson is pf(fdtfg : I reroving labourers in the
' (5) ¥ the answer to . 204 Loss to the landholders ? ;
adequate restrictions to e, will Government provide.
their agricultural 1, ¢ landholders in

legislaty S8
A%t ?a tve actionto be taken towards securin

The How'lle My, Arundel —

XL («) If by the term mirasidar the How

Government is not awar
e that puttadars in Tanie
‘ ) i, v re
f:;) et %geggy_t}:ménpcred 1 their agricultural work]hy f?é? ei?eWhgre
ing emigma i, Sttlements, or that the action of recruiters in groc
\ g emigrants is producing incaleulable mischief ang ) procur-
andholders. and loss to the

n T i
(F) The Government ig Dot prepared to make an i

© emigration of labourers from British Indi
. t i
aegc: 18 now free from all restrictions, amf 1;%0?1:;;: ots Sotdlo-
o Y a8 they may find to be to their advantage,
The Houw'ble P, RaTNasap;

X1 (a) Is Govern
Rs. 6 and Rs 8 e
', O Per memnsem, of the vill
ground-work of the revenne adl’nmistrati‘gn if the co

nquiry into the mattef.

taratt Pinrar ;—

are free to go

QUESTIONS. 5
above temptation, and that they are generally in receipt of a regular scale of perquisites
in grain and moncy from the landholders, which are considered perfectly innocent by
the payers as well as the payees ?
(0) It Government is not aware of the above, will it be pleased to call for a
zeport upon the matter ? .
" (¢) It Government be satisfied of the truth of the sfatements in clause («)
of this question, what steps will be taken to improve the status and salary of this

. amportant class of public servants, and whether the neccssary provision will be made

1n the budget of the ensuing financial year ?

The f[on’&le Mr. Stokes :—

XI1I. (a) The Government has no information on the point. The pay of village
curnams ranges ordinarily from Rs. 6 to Rs. 15 according to the beriz
of the*charge and not from Rs. 6 to Rs. 8 as stated by the Hon’ble

Member.
() The Government does not consider it.necessary to call for a report on
the matter. “
(¢) For reasons unconnected with those urged in clause («) of the
‘ question, proposals for improving the position of curnams arc under
consideration and the necessary provision will be made in the
budget of the ensuing financial year.

The Hou’ble P, RaTNasaBHaPaTI PIirnar:—

X1II. (a) Does Government consider that village munsifs, who exerecise import-
ant judicial functions, both civil and criminal, and who deal with 23 per cent. of the
total civil litigation of this Presidency, are adequately paid under the existing scale,
which ranges between 5 and 7 rupees per mensem ? ‘

(0) Will Government take into consideration the necessity of improving the
status and salary of these officers at least in important towns and places, where a large
quantity of civil and criminal werk is done by them ?

(¢) In view of the importance of the duties they discharge, will Government
be pleased to arrange for # ‘decent scale of pay being sanctioned for them, ranging
between 25 and 50 rupees per mensem in important towns and places at leakt to begin

with, and will Government be pleased to make the necessary*provision in the budget
of the ensuing year ? :

The Hon'ble My. Stokes :—

- XIIL (a) The answer is ia the-affirmative. The pay of a village muns{%
. ordinarily ranges between Rs. 5 and Rs. 12 according to the ber > |
of his charge and not between Rs. 5 and Rs. 7 as stated by th3*
.Hon’ble Member. '
(0) Pay in excess of the scale is sanctioned to village munsifs in excep-
~ tional cases on the recommendation of the district officers and the
Board of Revenue. -
" (¢) The Government is ndt prepared at present to raise the-salaries of
village munsifs as suggested. *

_The Hon’ble P. RaTnasapaAPATI Prrrar:— _ , L ;
XIV. (a) What is the system now in force on the railways under the conirol

o tlus Government for watching the permanent-way and bridges ?

2
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, (6) Whether the arrangements for watehing are in foree throughout the year
or only during the monsoons, and if latter is the case, will Government be pleased to
give directions for perennial watch being maintained especially during nights ?

(¢) Whether in view of the accidents resulting from the collapse of bridges
on railways, will Government be pleased to institute periodical inspections of the
structures and direet tho furnishing of certificates as to their soundness ?

(d) Whether in view of the cnormous interests at stake both as regards life
and property, will Government be pleased to direct that each bridge on the railways

be watehed both by day and night by separate watchmen throughout the year
independent of the watchers for the permanent-way ?

(¢) Whether in connection with this the attention of Government has been
drawn to a correspondence by ¢ L.F.” in the Madras Mail of the 30th Oectober, in
which the writer suggests the desirability of fitting up each bridge at either end with
automatic lights with red shutters connected with a wire acress the bridge, so arranged
that any collapse wonld release the shutters, and the driver of a train seeing a red
light would stop ?

(f) Will Government be pleased to eause the above suggestion to be investi-
gated by professional men, and if the suggestion be found feasible, will Government
1ssue orders for the same being carried out on all the railways under its vontrol ?

(9) Whether Government will be pleased to obtain copies of all papers
connected with the investigation of the recent Mallur bridge collapse on the Southern
Mahratta Railway made under the orders of the Government of India, together with
the final reports of the Committee of Inquiry and the order thereon, and te place the
same on the table ?

The Hon'ble Myr. Arundel : —

XIV. (@) The system in force will be found printed as Appendices A and B
of Senior Government Inspector’s report, dated 28th October
1897.

(¢) During monsoons only. The reply to the latter part of this ques-
tion is in the negative. , '

(¢) In the opinion of Government the systcm of half-yearly inspections
at present in force is sufficient and suitable for the purpose of
gaining all the information possible to be gained by means of
inspection.

(d) The Government sees no reason to pass such an order.

(¢) and (f) The arrangement referred to would be of no practical use.

(g9) A copy of the Senior Government Inspector’s report referred to
above, which contains all that is known about the Mallur bridge
accident, will be communicated to the Hon’ble Member.

The Hon'ble P. RaTNasABHAPATI P1LLAT :—

XV. (¢) Whether the attention of Government has been called to the occur-
rence of several casualties among native sailing vessels-plying in the Bay of Bengal
within the last two years, and whether it is afact that the vessels Makomed Szmudhant,
Colonel Fitche and Henrietta Elizabeth which sailed for the Nicobars from Negapatam
on the same day in July 1896 have been lost with either partial or total loss of life
and cargo ? ‘

(6) Whether it is true that nothing has been heard of the vessel Makomed
Samudhani up to date, or whether Government or the Port authorities are in possee~

%
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;sibn of any information touching the crew who were in that vessel, and, if any
information is available, whether Government will publish it ?

(¢) Whether two other sailing vessels named the Queen of Bngland and Kistna-

. -moorthy, which sailed for the Nicobars from the Coromandel coast within the past two

or three months of the current year, have also been drowned? What were the

%causes of the casualties in these two cases, and what were the losses of life, if any,

and cargo ? ’
(d) Has section 7 of the Indian Merchant Shipping Act VII of 1880 been

extended by this Government to all the ports in this Presidency, and, if not, what are
.the ports at which the section is in force ?

(¢) Who are the detaining officers appointed by the Government under section
11 of the above Act, and whether these officers have been exercising the powers
-conferred upon them under this section for the purpose of testing the seaworthiness
of native sailing vessels periodically. '

(f) Is it a fact that no periodical inspection of these vessels is made and that
‘no,~+rtificates are issued to the owners regagding their seaworthiness or otherwise ?
(7w (g) T#it is so, will Government be pleased to insist upon half-yearly inspec-
i these ‘vessels being made by responsible professional officers, in view to
~. - .worthy vessels being detained ?,

\ The Hon'ble Mr. Arundel :—

- XV. (&) The attention of Government has been drawn to casualties among
' natives sailing vessels plying in the Bay of Bengal within the
last two years. It isa fact that the vessels Colonel Fitche, and
Henrictta Elizabeth have been wrecked with loss of life, and cargo,

(6) So far as can be ascertain:ad, the vessel Mahomed Samudhani was not
wrecked in July 1896. She was in the port of Negapatam in
September 1897, ’

(¢) There ig no information as to the wreck of the barque Queen of
England. - The craft Kistnamoorthy was disabled between Masuli.
patam and Caleutta by a cyclone on the 1st October 1837. The
tindal and crew of the vessel—17 in number—were all rescued by
the COeres and taken to Negapatam. The vessel itself, which
was a total wreck and a danger to navigation, was set on fire.

(d) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the notifications which appeared
in the Fort St. George Gazelte of the years 1880 and 1892, pages
922 and 1854, respectively, Part I,

+  {e) and (f) The Deputy Conservator of the Port of Madras and the Port
- Officer of each of the ports fo which section 7 has been extended
are ¢ detaining officers ” within the meaning of that section.” The

- Government has no reason to believe that these officers do not

~ gexercise the powers conferred on them by law. They are not.

~ required to test the seaworthiness of native sailing vessels periodi~ :
cally, but only when there is reason to believe that a ship is

. unsafe—vide section 7 of the Act. e

{(9) Th(i; Government sees no reason to go beyond the requirements-of tha -
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QUESTIONS.

The Hon’ble P. RATNASABHAPATI PILLAI :—

XVI. (a) Whether Government will be pleased to invest the coarts of the-

three Subordinate Judges in the district of Tanjore with the functions of a Distriet
Court under the Succession Certificate Act, VII of 1889, as provided in section 26 ?

(b) Whether Government will be pleased to invest the present Subordinate
Judge at Tanjore with the powers of an Assistant Sessions Judge ?

(¢) Whether, to avoid inconvenience, delay, and expense to suitors and in
view of the fact that the District Courts ‘alone exercise powers under the Act,
Government will be pleased, in consultation with the High Court, to invest with such

powers the courts of the District Munsifs and Subordinate J udges which are situated
at considerable distances from the District Court stations ?

The Hon’ble Sir Ienry Bliss :— A

XVI. (a) The Government is not prepared to move in the matter
recommendation of the High Court.

(0) The Government is not prepared to take the action proposed.

(¢) The Government will not move in the matter, except on the recom-
mendation of the High Court,

The Hon’ble P. RaTNasaBHAPATI PILLal i—

XVIL (a) Whether any Subordinate Judge’s Court * established in any
district at a place remote from the station of the Distriet Court?” (proviso No. 1 to
section 13 of the Madras Civil Courts Act ITI of 1873) has been invested with
direct appellate jurisdiction over the District Munsifs within the loeal limits of such

Subordinate Judges’ Courts ? and, if so, wiat Subordinate Judges’ Courts have been
so invested ?

(¢) If no Subordinate Judged’ Courts have been so invested, will Government,
in view of the object of the legislature in the above proviso to serve the -convenience
of suitors, be pleased to invest the Subordinate Judges whese courts are established

at placés remote from the District Court stations with “direct appellate jurisdiction
over the®District Munsifs within their respective jurkdictions ? :

The Hon'ble Mr. Arundel ;—

XVIL () The Subordinate Judges of Cocanada and Ootacamund have been.
invested with, and exercise, direct appellate jurisdiction over
District Munsifs.

(8) The Government will not move in the mafter, except on the recom-
mendation of the High Court. '

The Hon’ble P. RATNASABHAPATI PILLAT i

XVIIL (a) Is it permissible under the rules now in fbrcq, for the non-official
members of this Honourable Council to use service-postage stamps in the transmission
of their official correspondence with the Secretary to Government and others ?

(5) If the existing rules in section IX of the Indian Postal Gnida will not. o

. permit of the above procedure, will Government be pleased to take steps to have the-
- rules amended in view to granting the concession to the non-official members? -

, except on the-

QUESTIONS. .
The Eon’ble Mr. Arundel :— .
XVIII. («) The correspondence conducted by non-official members of thg
o Legislative Council as such, is non-official correspondence, an
the use of service-postage stamps is therefore madm1§81b1e. 4 :
(%) Section 341 of the Postal Guide provides by the ¢ Service unpaid
systerh for the transmission to officials by non-officials of corre-
spondence relating to the affairs of Government. The Goz-
ornment therefore sees no need for recommending an smend-
ment of the rules.

‘ ! 'jfhe Hon’ble P. RaTNAsABHAPATI PILLAT :— ,

{ i ' ‘ i for the non-official

: Will Government be pleased to give orders | |

membexf :([)thh(i:)Honourable Coitncil being supplied with copies of all Paperé, usnally

“plan-1 at the disposal of the Press ? . e

P (6) I govemment is not prepared to do so, will it be pleased to arrange for

1-official members being supplied with copiesfof‘ a.llt'(}ovtern?ent a(,r)lfid:ll;i %:s;;: g

on 1 budgets as they awe issued from timeto ftime -

e /t[;.loandiig?:tt::;%? regogts with ch Government reviews thereon, and such _oth;ar
-;:;rs and blue books as may be of service to them in the discharge of their duties

N The Hon'ble Mr. Arundel :— o
" 3%"X. The Hon’ble Member i referred to G.O., No. 44, Legislative, dated 31i:§“
T May 1895, on the subject of the supply of official papers to non-offic
members (;f the Legislative Council, a copy of which will be furnished
7 tohim. - ‘, : :
b The Hon” ' pATI PIrLal:-— | | -
s - The Hon’ble P. RATNASABHAPATI k | L
sl XX (a) What is the total receipt under the head of ¢ Port fands ” in the port
g f Negapatam during the past fifteen years,and what is the total expendlturg defrayed
: 2herefgr:£'1-during the same period upon the in(xiprzvexaent of I;gsta‘:));vihgoitah ding i
comi D) ' tation been made to Govern | Landing ar
Shi1ppm(gb )DE:':': E&mmlzissgﬁf?ﬁggapﬁam rega.;dingi t_he" n_gcesg;@y oferectmga P}er
;-':pandiw]:(at'repl’y has been made by G’o_v.ernment? PO rtm&tﬂeeoﬁdltlon
. ." (c) In view of the iticveasing’ importanceof the above o ‘ ‘

5

e ofthe bar, will Governmant be pleased to take steps towards -thg exfeqtiqfl of_ aserew-
. pﬂe pier? SRt | o :}‘"
swseh - The Hon'ble Mr. Arundel:— - -

RN S U T N

e 10 XX (e "accounts furnished to Government do not show the receip s and
R ‘X.X. @ Th:xal;e(;ses of individual ports, but only ‘of groups of ports. |
I (8) ‘A pier has ‘been applied for, but the ‘application was nega.tlved.on
.o ount of the expense involved, . # .~ o )
: «(b) 'Tifc(gg:er;ment h:fse given its constant. attention to the gqu;ren_mntq
2 7 of the port, and these have: been supplied so far as ftmds admitted..
... No definjte promise to erect.a scrow-pile pier :kogn;l‘)gsgw,ep; .
B % Bamsssmarin Pitart

X1: (5% %'t atfention of Government been drawh to the communivation
ﬁ&zm%mrd,date& 22nd: Marth. l897md$(st April &&97,? .8
rade pleidler-over his own.signature’ compliining aghinst:the fondustior Ehe

o of Qiappidszim (Tionevelly distriot) i uléds cidos 16:of

X T
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QUESTIONS,

255 of 1896 on the file of the latter, and to the affidavit before the Joint Magistrate

of Tuticorin by two pleaders published in the above paper of the earlier date ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether any enquiry was made b

the district antborities into the above complaint against the Sub-Magistrate, and, ifso,

~with what result ?

(¢) Whether the attention of Government has been drawn to the judgment,
of the Joint Magistrate of Tuticorin, published in the Muadras Standard of the 1st
instant (1st November 1897) on appeal from the eonviction and sentence of the same-
Bub-Magistrate at Ottappidardm in calendar casé 184

portion of the above judgment of the Joint Magistrate, viz., ¢ The Sub-Magistrate
seems to have formed his conclusion before the case
an one-sided judgment ”?

(d) Whether Government will
Magistrate as to the fitness of the Sub
functions ? '

The How'ble Mr. Arundel :— .

XXI. (a) and (b) The attention of Government has been drawn to the communi-
’ cations referred to, and the matter has formed the subject of an
enquiry by the District Magistrate, who has passed such orders as

seemed necessary.
(¢) and (d) The Government has perused the extract from the Joint
Magistrate’s judgment and thinks the matter may be left to the

District Magistrate who will no doubf take such action as is
necessary. ¢ '

-Magistrate in question to exercise magisterial

The Hon’ble P. RaTNasaBHAPATT Privar f—

XXII. (a) Whether Government will be pleased to give any information

of 1897, and to the concluding -

was finished and to have written -

be pleased to call for a report from the Distriot

regarding the election of a Chairman by the Municipal Couneil of Tanjore made in

the beginning of the current year, and when the final order of Government on the
matter mey be expected ? . '

() Whether any objection petition was presented to the Collector of Tanjdre
under rule 8 regarding the election referred to in clause (a) above. '

The Hon’ble Mr. Arundel :— ’

XXII. () Orders approving the election have already been tssued. - - . fe

(6) No objection petition has, 8o far as the Government: is aware, becn,
presented to the Collector of Tanjore. The Hon’ble Mejaber s,
reminded that under section 14 of - the District Munil ipalities.
Act, the appointment of an elected Chairmen s’ subjeot to the:

_approval of Government. . _ S T

o "Tlié‘ﬁén’bl’e*ﬁ"“'RMNAsABmgAm Pruoar:— . - s,
! XXTIL -(a) Whether Government is in possession of any information reg
- .- the contemplated removal of the dispensary at ‘Kodimudy to :Perundursi:
=" Distriet Board of Coimbatore and, if 0, whether it will place the pepets.ox, the’

tn;bﬁlm
v (b) Whethen before passing final: ordars-on the matter, Governméph's
" pleased to consult the wishes} of the mhab:tantaoi: Kodimudy ? S R

kol

i

QUESTIONS.

L

Hon'ble Mr. Arundel :— o o
" TMXXEI (@) No proposal on the subject has been. received from the (iljﬁl(é:
' "7 " board. A petition protesting against ’gh:d atl)legéegv;;rlnm vol of
i imudy was received by
the dispensary from Kodimudy w .
¢ y ferred to the Erode Taluk Bo
September last and was trans the TR
il 1 ject ; officially before it, Governme .
®) Uﬁ?sgfes:gﬁcstg%?ﬁ will take ; but the matter will reeewg full

consideration before orders are passed.

A 'ble P. RATNASABHAPATI PILLAT:— ) - o
Thgféb(Z) Whether the Madras Hackney Carriages Act1s n ﬁo?s r;n S}lg
muﬁi;:ipal towns of Tinnevelly, Coimbatore, Calicut, Cuddalore, Ma d
Mangalor?b?) If not whether Gofernment will be pleased to extend, the Act to the -

above towns, and also to the towns of Tanjore and Kumbakénam ?

' The Hon'ble Mr. Arundel :— h .«
XXIV. in all the towns mentioned.
‘ XXIV. (Z; '1;1(1); I(l‘}otfvleli':ment is quite ready ‘to consider any proposals on fi?e
( ( . subject which the municipalitiey concerned may see fit to make.

" “iThe Hon’ble P. RATNASABHAPATI -PILLAT :— _ e
r<1‘h§XV () Whether the attention of Government has been dx:agvn t’{? aﬁl;:;; |

2ok headed © Arrest after aoquittal ” extracted from Kerala S“mh‘fl” y te°e 4 and
‘p}'}" 83 October 1897, and whether as stated therein a prisoner w E()) Vzl?s Il"llice in’
\ caﬁ't;;i'ﬁy the S‘ession,s Court of Calicut was in&medwét‘l’}%.a";“ed’ y the Tohee,
AT ok District Superintendent of Police _ ent
;bedleme tbo) aIF icglb:fgi; Iziat 1simh aci ge&lar has been issued, whether Govemyent,

; mll ‘bgpﬁas’gd to call for a copy of it and laj it on the table ?

':'The'lﬂon’ble‘ My. Arundel :— " oh .
REETNY , t has seen the paragrapih. g g
e XXV ((?)% %]h;:;-g?):rz:nnﬁzﬂt has_no information regarding the °¥?9‘§lar;°fu°jg°d' .
o R e Teon amed, and doss not proposs o oall for sagy

" e Hon'ble P. RATNASABHAPATI PILLAL:— . L TR
S Th%XV’I (a) Ts Government aware that the fast mail train 1ea%v;ng ﬁm< .
% a 640 R, a:ndéw ioch hes been intended as & connection with: ﬂf;g a Nm e
at 044 fr '\ Tuticorin - for the benefit. of through passengers from Negapa du- .
0 iy 11 the way to Tanjore to catch the latter instead of to Méyavaram dire o
mdﬁu’ ?;:ra roﬁ"l% 'f).fst’hé' Msyavaram-Muttupet line, and. that & loss of time a).jnt 1
s o el d on the -travelling public who have under the present arrangements

yern sware that under the present arrangements the Méya. -
Goyegiﬁgﬁti;gﬁ;roperty; of the Tanjore District Board, iy losln 8
en:sgggeliased ‘to issue’ the«necessary' mstrueti{mk in
the Mé,»ya‘varam-Mutﬁ}pet hne }\)e’lgg a;icg L fgf d\
ik trai Negapatan 16 Madras, ‘?hél‘ebyfﬂ{ﬁﬂﬁ?&%i i
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QUESTIONS.

The Hon'ble Mr. Arundel :—
XXVI. The question of the better connection of Negapatar: with the improved
fast mail service between Madras and Southefn India, on the
South Indian Railway shall receive attention at the hands of the
Railway Department of Government. The Honourable Member is
recommended to refer those interested in his question to the Consult-
ing Engineer for Railways, Madras.

The Hon’ble MunaMMap SHaRIF, KBAN BAHADUR :(—

XXVII. Will the Government be pleased to state, if it is true that the Gov-
ernment has sanctioned the recognition of ¢ Uriya'’ as a language of the Courts in the
district of Vizagapatam and if su, when and under what circumstances ?

XXVIII. Will the Government be pleased to state, if it is a fact that it has
sanctioned the recognition of two vernaculars in certain distriets, such as Telugu and
Canarese in Bellary, Tamil and Canarese in Coimbatore, Telugu and Uriya in Vizaga-
patam, &c., and if so, on what considerations ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Arundel :~

XXVII and XXVIII. No notification or order on these subjects has been
traced.

The Hon’ble MunaMMAD SHARIF, KnAN ,BAHADUR :—

XXIX. Will the Government be pleased to state if there are any specia
reasons for not treating Hindustani on the same principle and recognising it as th
" second vernacular in districts like Anantapur, Bellary, Cuddapah, Kistna, Kurnoo.
Nellore, &e., where the percentage of Muhammadan population.is much higher a
compared with that of Uriya-speaking people in Vizagapatam ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Arundel :— .

"XXIX. No formal recognition of Hindustani {as an official language appears
to be necessary. i ‘

The Hon’ble MunaMMAD SHARIF, KuAN BAHADUR:— .

XXX, Will the Government be pleased to state if its attention has ever been ﬂ;
drawn to the fact that an extra pressure is brought to bear on the Hindustani-

speaking people entering the Provincial Civil Service as Deputy Collectors by their
having to pass in two vernaculars, while all other native communities have to pass
in one vernacular in addition to their own language ? ‘

The Hon’ble Mr. Grose :—

XXX. The attention of Government has not been drawn to the fact mentioued
by the Hon’ble Member.

The Hon’ble Musaumap Suarir, KaAN BAHADUR:—

XXXI. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that in the

Vizagapatam district the mokhasa right of the Mokhasadar of Buredakancharam.

village, Chipurupalle taluk, was resumed by Government under the impression that

the original grant by the Nabob of Chicacole under the orders of the Nizam of

Hyderabad was a religious endowment in trust for the Asar-e-Sharif darga at Chicacole,

although the grant is said to be one of absolute estate to the original donee P~ -

QUESTIONS.

(6) Even conceding that the grant was a religious endowiment, will the Gov-
-ernment be pleased to state under what circumstances it decided to resume the grant
.considering that, in its reply to my question No. XXVIII at the Council meeting
held on the 9th February 1897, Government was pleased to declare that it was not its
-intention to resume such endowments or grants in future ?

The Hon'ble Mr, Grose :—

XXXI. (a) A petition on the subject has been presented lately and the matter
is under inquiry.
(6)- In the answer given to question No. XX VIII put at the meeting of
the Council held on 9th February 1897, the Government did not
state that it would never resume such inams in future.

1

The Hon’ble MunaMmap SHARIF, KHAN BAHADUR:—

XXXII. With reference to the reply to my question at the Council meeting
held on the 9th April 1897, will the Government be pleased to state if it has
obtained the necessary information regarding the mosque in the Vellore Fort being

. used as a store-room and whether the Government will now be pleased to hand it over

" {o the community for its legitimate purpose ?

The Hon'ble Sir Henry Bliss :—

XXXII. The mosque has been used for secular purposes for some 70 or 80
years, and it is considered unnecessary to make any change.

The Hon’ble MunamMMaDp SHARIy, KuaN Banapur:—

XXXITII. (a) Now that Mr. Rees has been appointed Resident in Travancore,
will the Government be pleased to state if he is allowed to retain the appointment of
Persian and Hindustani Translator to the Madras Government, and if so, under what
circumstances ? °

(0) 1f it is, howgver, the intention of Government to make other arrangements
for the appointment, will it be pleased to state, with reference to its reply to my ques-
tion on the subject at the meeting of the 9th April 1897, what steps it contemplates
taking with a view to fill the same by a qualified Mubhammadan according to the
principle and precedent followed in respeet of other Translatorships ? ‘

The Hon'ble My, Arundel :—

XXXIII. (a) The Government has no immediate intention of removing Mr. Rees
: from the appointment of Persian and Hindustani Translator to
. Government. - .
{8) The principle on which the translatorships to Government should
be filled up is still engaging the attention of the Government.

The Hon’ble Munammap SmarIF, KHAN BAHADUR :— ‘ ®

- XXXIV. With reference to the answer given by the Government to my
question ut the meeting of the 9th April last, will the Government, considering that
Malabar has a very large Muhammadan population, be pleased to nominate a few
+ . liied Mubammadan officials to gazetted appointments, as Deputy Collectors,
i trict Munsifs and the like in that district ?



QUESTIONS.

The Hon'ble Mr. Arundel : —

XXXIV. The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to question X
at the meeting of the Legialative Council held on 9th April 1897.

The Hoo’ble Munanmap SuArir, KyaN BAHADUR i~-*

XXXV. Is it “true that, in the Chingleput district, second-class Magistrates
are debarred from trying cases under Breach of Confract Act 18 of 1859? Con-
sidering that the first-class Magistrates’ courts are far away, will the Government be-
pleased to state whether it still thinks that such restriction is necessary for this-
district ?

The Hon'ble My, Arundel :—

XXXYV. The Government has no information on the subject.

The Hon'ble MunauMaD SHARIF, KaN BAHADUR :—

XXXVI. Considering that the ryots have suffered greatly from the effects of
famine and consequent high prices, which may continue or become higher if the

north-east monsoon fails, will the Government be pleased to extend the scope of State-
loans to them to a larger extent and provide means to enable them to obtain such

loans more easily than at present ?

The Honw’ble Mr. Stokes .—

XXXVI. This Government cannot extend the scope of State loans, etc.,
without the consent of ‘the Government of India. It has already
expended in loans nearly 16 lakhs of rupees, and, having regard
to the present state of the finances, is not prepared to ask the
Government of India t5 provide more money for the purpose.

The Hon'ble Munaxmap SHarF, KHAN BAHADUR :—

XXXVII. Has the Government noticed the article regarding the Registration '

department published in the Mukammadan Advocate of India of July 1897 under the
heading “Mussalmans in the Public service,” according to which article the 23
appointments in the Registrar's grade are exclusively filled by non-Mussalmans and
of the 392 Sub-Registrars divided in seven grades there are only 36 Muhammadans
all in lower grades ? Will the Government be pleased to institute inquiries as to the-
representation of the Muhammadan element in the higher grades of the department ?

The Hon’ble My, Arundel :—

XXXYVIiI. The Government has not seen the article referred to. It does not
appear that Muhammadans in the Registration department are
at any disadvantage as regards their prospects of promotion

when compared with other officers, and the Goveroment sees no-
reason to institute the inquiries proposed by the Hon’ble

Member.

The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :— |

XXXVIII (a) In reference to the rules recently issued by the authorities of
the Thomason Civil Engineering College, Roorkee, under which the natives of this-

. Presidency as well as those of Bengal and Bombay are excluded from competing fo~
the guaranteed appointments, will the Government be pleased to state whether it |
previously consulted on the subject and its opinion taken P "

é’
|

{
¥

QUESTIONS.

“

(b) 1f the Government is aware of the circumstances urnder which these rules
were made, would it state them and place the papers on the table ?

(¢) Will the Government be pleased to take such steps as it decms necessary
to have these rules modificd so as to remove the pew disability placed on the natives
of this Presidency ? .

The Hon'ble Myr. -Arundel :—
XXXVIII. The Government is not aware of the issue of any such rales.

The Hon’ble €. VIJAYARAGHAYVACHARIAR (—

XXXIX. (¢) When the post of the Local Board Engineer in the district of
Cuddapah was vacant a few months ago, is it a fact that, among the names of the
candidates forwarded to the Fovernment, there was one of a Native Indian, who was an
Assistant Local Board Fngineer on Rs. 300 a month? Is ita fact that the quali-
fications of this candidate had been testified to as high by several Collectors and
officers of the Public Works Department, and that Mr. Stuart, 1.C.8., has said of this

> officer that he w.uld ¢ altogether recommend him with confidence for the post of
District Board Engineer”? Isita fact that, ou an examination of the claims and
merits of theseveral candidates for the Cuddapah post, this candidate was found to be
the best and that he was appointed to it, or that the Government suggested his
nomination by the President? Isit a fact that, after correspondence with the Pre-
gident of the Cuddapah District Board, that another candidate, an unpassed European,
and a Local Board Assistant Engineer on Rs. 1756 a month, with only four or five
years’ service, was finally appointed to ihe post ? ‘ '

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state the circumstances under which
the Native Assistant Local Board Engineer’s claims were superseded and to place
the correspondence on the table ? ‘

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Bliss :— . |
' XXXIX. The appointment of a person to the post of Local Fund Engineer vests,
: under the law, in the President of the District Board, subject to
the sanction of the Governor in Council. The candidate recom-
mended by the President of the District Board in this case being
already an Assistant Local Fund Engineer and of approved
gervice, there was no objection either technical or of principle, to
his appointment, which was accordingly sanctioned by Govern-
ment. The Government is not prepared to place en the Council’s
table any correspondence that may have passed on the subject.

The Hon'ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :—

X1.. Before sanctioning the appointment of the Local Board Engineer recently
made in the Anantapur distriet, will the Government be pleased, having regard to the
qualifications and elaims of the officer nominated by the President, to direct the
President to invite applications from passed Indian candidates and to select the best
of them to the post in accordance with the policy enunciated by the Government in
G.0., No. 86 L., dated 16th January 18977 :

The How'ble Sir Henry Bliss :— . | o
" XI. No nonination has yet been received from the President of the District
S Board. When ityis received, the subject will be duly considered by

Government.



QUESTIONS.

The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :—

XLI. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the remarks of the
Head Assistant Magistrate, Tanjore, in the Negapatam Salt office burglary case that
material evidence was concocted by the prosecution which was conducted by the
department ?  What notice has the Government taken of the matter in the light of
the Magistrate’s judgment ?

(6) Is the Government in full possession of the circumstances connected with
the loss of Rs. 5,000 in the Negapatam Salt Inspector’s office, and will it be pleased
to place on the table the departmental and police reports, if any, on the subject ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Stotes -

XLI. The matter is still under the consideration of the Government.

The Hon’ble C. VI1JAYARAGHAVACHARIAR —

XLII. Isit a fact that Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co. are exporting salt from
Madras in pursuance of an arrangement with the Government? If so, will the
Government be pleased to state under what circumstances and on what conditions they

have been allowed to obtain salt from the Government, and to place on the table
copies of the agreement and the connected papers ?

The How'ble Mr. Stokes ‘

XLII. The answer to the first part of the Hon’ble Member’s question is in the
affirmative. With reference to the second part of the question a
copy of G.0., No. 3690, dated 17th July 1897, which explains the
circumstances and the conditions on which the concession was

granted, will be made available for the Hon’ble Member’s inspection
at the Government office.”

The Hon'ble C. VI1JAYARAGHAVACHARIAR ‘—

XLIII. Has the Government invited opinions on Mx. Nicholson’s reports on the

introduction of Agricultural Banks, and if any have bgen received, will it be pleased
to pluce the papers on the table ?

The I[ou’bZe\Mr. Stokes i—
XLIIL. The matter is under the consideration of Government.

The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :—

XLIV. Is the Government aware of the conditions on which Mr. Turner, late
of the Indian Civil Serviee and some time Collector and Agent cf Vizagapatam, has
obtained certain concessions in respect of manganese in the Zamindari of Viziana-
gram ? How long after he retired from service did he obtain the concessions ?  Are
there tracts in the zamindari coutaining manganese to which the concessions to
Mr. Turner do not extend ? If so, will the Government be pleased to consider the
desirability of directing the Collector of Vizianagram Zamindari to take steps that
no applications for further concessiops by retired Government officials are granted
during the minority of the present zamindur except with the previgus sanction of the

Government ? If the Government has no information on the subject, will it be
pleased to call for it ?

QUESTIONS.

on'ble Mr. Grose :— . '
Th;fIV The Gavernment has no iuformatipn on the subject, and u}tzh:eazsr?i:
T Yof any resson to believe that improper conccssions wi h. % ok
mining for manganese in the Ymauagrqm Zam}ndarl av
grant:d to officials who have retired from its service, setﬁl noH easol

to issue the directions or call for the informstion which the

Member suggests.

The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :—

' 1 he table the correspond
1 the Government be pleased to place on t on
ence reﬁggg' :Xlthe :ppointment of Mr. Willock, I.C.8., ag Collector of the Vizia

nagram Zamindari under the Guardians and Wards Act, 18907

Hon'ble My. Grese :— . .
TMXLV The Government does not consider that it would conduce to the publi
‘ advantage to place the papers in question on the table.

The Hon’ble C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :— o |
XLVI. Is the Government in possession of any scheme, which it Illas a%provfﬁ
to work up the iron resources of Salem, and if so, will it be pleased to place 1t on

table ?

T & Hop'ble Mr. Stokes :— . N
X1 t has not approved of any gcheme for warking the irg
XLYL Tlﬁ'go(rfegﬁiﬁ The que}s’;]t)ion of feasibility of Worklng the ores at

profit is still under investigation.

The Hon’ble N. SusBa Rao PANTULI{ — .

i nment be pleased to state what orders haye been passe X

the re (;xrtLovfII{tir.vg‘l.uAG.[OI“T,fghgllson, I.CI.)S., submitted to Government in 18_95 regz}gdu

the (I))ssibility of introducing Land and Agricultural Banks into this Ptesiden
an?l ghat steps hav~ been taken to give effect to his recommendations ?

The How'ble My, Stokes :—

‘hle Member will be referred to the reply given to 1
XLVLL ThZuIeis(i):?br? ﬁn the same subject asked by the Hon’ble C. Vijayaragl

vachariar.

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao PaNToLU :— ' .
- - t the meeti
. With reference to the answer of Government given a i
\ of th éﬁllill{xel(glon ;he 9th December 1893 in connection with the listed appott
of :neﬁt: declared open to the Provincial Service(,i ‘Wlllc(.}qwlresrnm‘ent lr:vglﬁzseid s?t issf
. ims of the Members of the Indian Civil Service
) Wl‘l‘gﬁgaﬁetzlzﬁsog the Under Secretaryships to Government ? If so, when ?

vefore ' lay on the table the instructions of {
{ 1G ment be pleased .to ay on th .
b?anzvgf Ind?i‘ar.egz the subject of filling up the listed appointments ?



QUESTIONS.

The Honble . Sussa Rao Paxturu :— ‘ :

XLIX. Will Government be pleased to state whether it has come to any
decision with regard to the appointment of District Judges, and what steps it proposes
to adopt to place this branch of the judicial service on a more efficient and satisfactory
footing (vide questions No. XX of the Council meeting of the 20th November 1894
and No. X of the meetihg of the 4th November 1895) ? ‘

The How'ble Mr. Arundel :—
XLIX. The matter is still under consideration.

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao PantuLy :— .

L. Will Government he pleased to state why the four places of Subordinate
Judges vacated by Messrs. E. K. Kristnan (June 1896), M. B. Sundararan (November
1896), N. Swaminadha Iyer (latter part of 1896), and C. V. Gopaul Nair (January
1897) have not yet been permanently filled up ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Arundel :—

L. The appointments cannot be permanently Slled until a decision is arrived
at on the matter referred to in question No. XLIX.

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao Panruru ;— /

j
LI. With reference to the answer of Government given at the meeting of the
Council held on the 8th April 1895 that it was not aware of any special reason for
the difference in the length of the recess enjoyed by the Distriet Munsifs and the
District and Subordinate Judges, will Governmert be pleased to ascertain from the
High Court if there is any such reason for making the difference ?
R4

The Hon'ble Mr. Arundel : —

LI. The Hon’ble Member is referved to the reply to the question No, VIII
put by the Hon’ble P. Ratnasabhapati Pillai.

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao PantuLu :—

LIL («) Is it a fact that there is no latrine accommodation provided at
important stations on the Madras Railway for first and setond class non-Kuropean
passengers, while there is such accommodation for European gentlemen and ladies
and also for third-class passengers under the designation of * men” and “ women” ?

(8) If so, will Government be pleased to draw the attention of the Madras

Railway authorities to the necessity for providing such accommoduation for the above
class of passengers ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Arundel :—

LIIL. (a) It is a fact that there is no special latrine accommodation for first and,’
second class non-Kuropean passengers. ‘
(¢) This question may more appropriately be addressed to the Consultir
Engincer for Railways, Madras, who will doubtless give full co’
deration to any practical suggestions which may be referredt be

The Hon’ble N. Sunsa Rao Pantvry :(—

LI1IL. (a) Whether the attention of Government has been drawn to t'
"~ 1Dy the Board of Revenue prohibiting Taluk Treasury offic

/ f



QUESTIONS

The Hon’ble Mr. Grose :—

LIV. (a) (1) Dwelling sites if within tho gramanattam (villege-sito) have n
been classified with a view to assessment. Many waste lunds unde
occupation and garden lands have been classed as allavial. The extent
of such lands is not known.

(2) Tt is a fact that not so much as 70 per cent. of the area classed as regar
at the previous settlement has now been classed as alluvial.

(3) No such experiments have been made. The Government is aware of no
way in which reliable experiments could be made.

(4) The whole delta is, properly speaking, alluvial, 7., formed by river
deposits. The depth of the surface soil, as distinguished from the
sub-so1l, varies from a few inches to several feet.

() The scheme report is still under the consideration of the Government.
The Government at present sees no reason to order further inquiries
to be made in connection therewith.

The Hon’ble N. Sussa Rao PantuLyu :—

LV. With reference to question No. XLVI asked at the meeting of the
Council held on the 9th December 1896, whether the price of paddy entered in the
price returns represents the price of the new or old paddy, and the answer thereto
that the matter was under inquiry, will Government be pleased to state the result of
the inquiry and place on the table the papers relating thereto ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Stokes :—

LV. A report on the subject has been received and is now under the consider-
ation of Government. The papers cannot be placed on the table,

The Hon'’ble N. Sussa Rao Panrturu :—

LVI. (a) With reference to the following question and unswer at the meetip
of the Council held on the 22nd January 1895— 8
Question.—* Is it a fact that when the water-rate was enhanced in 1865
there was an understanding that the rate then fixed would not be incregg d
during the currency of the settlement ?” °
Answer.—* The Government is not aware of any such understanding” :
is it a fact that this Government was pleased to report to the Government of fnd'
in 1891 as follows :—~ 18

¢« Asregards the water-rates in the two northern districts of Kistyg and

Géddvari, Tam to observe . . . . that, as no alferation can be made in the
during the currency of the present settlements, the question will be considered at t};n
next revision of settlement . . . .7 (vide Mr. Walch’s Engineering Works of th:

Gdéddvari Delta, vol. I, page 109).
(5) Will Government be pleased to place on the table G.0., No. 51, Re
dated 26th January 1891, sctting forth the understanding of Government ?

The Hon’ble Mr. Stokes :—

L. (a) It is true the opinion quoted by Mr. Walch was stated in 1891, br
it was questioncd afterwards and was found to be erroneous. ]
does not follow that, because this opinion was oxpressed in ].c
here was an understanding to the same effect in 1865,

No. 51, dated 26th January 1891, cannot be placed ¢

venue,



ACTS ASSENTED TO BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL,

lis Excellency the Prusinent.—I have the honour to announce to the Couneil
the assent of His Excelleney the Vieeroy and Governor-General to the two following
Acts :—
(1) The Madras District Municipalities Act Amendment Act, 1897 (An Act to
amend the Madras Distriet Municipalities Act, 1854).

(2) The Madras Survey w Boundaries Act, 1897 (An Act to amend the law
d g8l
L0

relating to survey of lands an !efg&ent of boundary disputes).

awter ity ‘
visg ultv TION&_: &e.
*The SecrirTany repforwardflaying on the table of the statement containing the
information asked forg Aiyangfon XLI at the Meeting of the Council held on the
9th December 1896 rt‘emeti}g tree-tax licenses.

4

BILL TO AMEND MADRAS ACT II OF 1886 (THHE MADRAS HARBOUR
TRUST ACT).

The Hon’ble Sir HevrRy Buss in introducing the Bill said :— Your KExcel- -
lency, in accordance with the notice I have already given, I beg to introduce the
Rill to amend Madras Act Il of 1886 (the Madras Harbour Trust Act), which has
been already published together with a Statement of Objects and Reasons and has
been at the disposul of Hon’ble Members. In accordarce with Rule 34, I move that
the Bill be read in Council. [ do not propose to trouble the Council with any observa-
tions, as the whole matter in connection with this Bill is already before the Council

and as there is absolutely nothing to add to what is already on record in the Statement
of Okjects and Reasons.

The Hon’ble Mr. G. G. ArBUTHNOT in seconding the motion said:—If1 am in
order [ should be glad to express at this stage on behalf of the mercantile community
the great satisfaction with which the introduction of this Bill has been received. It i
true that the Bill, like the baby in the story, 18 only a very little one. But its value
is not inany way decreased on that account. I am quite confident that the Bill itself,
with all the improvements and reforms that will necessary follow in its wake, will
prove of great value to the trade of the port. There i8, however, one matter to
which I would refer. I unlerstand the Board of Revenue has been requested to
frame certain rules and regulations in communication with the Harbour Trust Board
w connection with this Bill. I venture to express the hope that, before these rules

1 regulations reccive the final sanction and approval of the Government, they may
“mitted to the Chamber of Commerce for any suggestions they may wish to

~ think that the special knowledge which they naturally have of the condition

‘ the port may probubly enable them to offer some useful suggestions for

" Government. With these remarks I have much pleasure in seconding
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