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A
HISTORY OF THE SOURASHTRAS
IN SOUTHERN INDIA.

1. Sourashtra was one of the ﬁfty-sixs l.nngi
doms of India, mentioned in the tra;l?%na
accounts and the ancient boo‘cs of the Hin Ouus,s.
This kingdom was very rich a\.ndI prosperl;sed
during the s;evemteentg;htcgent'.ltig1 iﬁé 33. Otfc%;r:gamt

e Y
%2:’021;21612%231:&; Malwa, and the mz;:itin;z
districts around the Gulf of Kambs;l{ . Tv}:ey
divided into five Provinces called Rashtras. oy
were Kathyarashtra, Kambeyarq,shtra, e
rashtra, Mitlﬁlarasll)tr; f:).n(iV el\.:}m%l;ﬁ.;gispum:
Some of the principa wns bhipura,
vohi i rashtranagari, Anahz'zlwar.l., i
f;g;\;l:;fl’ Csho;mpanagari, Devagiri, UJJz‘a,yaﬁte};
nagari, Nandi, Dwaraka e}nd Kambopvia;n.Ta 1‘;1
watered by the Subhramati, the Mahl, eli) : 515
and the Narmada. The Aryvawali (:Arawa )hill
from the northern boundary, and Vindhya range,

the southern boundary.
2. The extensive application of the name of

Guzerat to the Peninsula is a matter of poli;;}cal
convenience rather than ethnographical applica-



tion. : PR
t:ﬁ;le O'fr}gv?a:leTOf Gujar was confined in the
and it was ‘t'fell hsang o, Western Rajputana,
T s ;31 illa distinet country from Sourashtra.
Rajutams el:f of the Rathor tribe from Northern
e Grui'ar im Upper Ganges must have driven
fomcd thematce from their original homes and
and Bilen sthe south to Anhalwara Pattan
o dri\; and before 472 A. D. the Gujar race
oo m een ﬁto the north as far as Kambay. Alaf
Alzﬁztiin Kh_l}"st;ﬁMaho.medan Congueror under
vara in th 31, fixed his head-quarters at Anhal-
Nt e very heart of Sourashtra. Cunning-
was appli(esal’: probable that the name of Guzerat
Ermoire 'Evo ’ihls new province of the Delhi
ot wmed b tgn o this day the name Guzerat is
SOt tg . ﬁ natives of the peninsula itself who
it call their country Surat and Kathiwar.
g to Terray, the capital of Sourashtra

was Junagar. The
. ' etymological meani
term Sourashtra is a “Fruitful kingdgrlr]llf}g of the

3. Tt would not be out of place here to gi
o : e to -
301:;1(9;1; ascggr:th otj the hls‘Fory of the ancient L%rl\:;(:
Aftor oo rgt:;:t a;l(fl l'zsleadja(;:ent tarritories.

Alexander :
g:lfil;gll‘r?guslitia expelled the Greeks ousheof (%rig?zt:
va_imgs e Ie{t;vcu.s, the Greek ruler of the Tndus
contes a,;ft : Cms.hka ruled Cashmir in the first

er Christ. Little of any importance

)

is noted before the time of Kanishka. We are
told that fifty-two kings reigned for a period of
1266 years from the time of Kuru Panchala. to
Abhimanyu, the successor of Kanishka. Jaloka,
the successor of Asoka, was an orthodox Hindu
king and drove back the Mlechchas who were
pouring in from the west. Jaloka was succseded
by Damodara II. and then came the foreign
conquerors. Thirty-one kings ruled from Kanishka
to the time of Matrigupta, the contemporary of
Vikramaditya of Ujjain. Chief among them were
Nara, Abhimanyu, Vasunanda, Gokarna, Prata-
paditya, Sandhimati and Shreshta Sena. From
the brief account of Kashmir we now turn to
Gujarat. A race of rulers, generally known as
the “Shahn Kings,” ruled the country. They
were known as the Shaku Kings of Sourashtra.

1. Nahapana 13. Vira Daman

2. Usavadata 14. Iswara Datta

3. Swami Chastna 15. Vijaya Shahu

4. Jaya Dama 16. Damajata Sri

5. Jiva Dama 17. Rudro Shahu

6. Rudro Daman 18. Visva Sinha

7. Rudro Sinha 19. Atri Daman

8. Sri Shahu 90. Rudro Sinha

9. Sangha Daman 21. Asa Daman
10. Daman Shahun 99. Swami Rudra Shahu
11. Yasa Daman 93. SYwami Rudro Shahu II
12.

Damajata Sri
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4. The most remarkable inscription of the
Shahu kings is that on a bridge near Girnar
gnown as Rudro Daman’s bridge. On the other
hand Gautamiputra of the Andhra line hoasts in
an inscription in a cave at Nassik, that he had
conquered Sourashtra, Kutch, and other countries
and destroyed the race of the Khaharatas.

~

9. From B. C. 26 to 430 A. D. the Andhras
were the supreme power in India and held distant
kingdoms under their subjection. The kingdom
of Sourashtra was lost by them in the first
century after Christ, until it was reconquered by
Gautamiputra subsequently. The date of this
conquest of the Shahu by Gautamiputra of the
Andhra line forms the subject of much controversy
into which none can enter profitably. Skanda-
gupta of the Gupta line of kings appointed
Parnadata to govern his kingdom of the Soura-
shtras. He was the last great king of the Gupta
race. Far Hian observes that the powerful
Valabhis were for a time ruling the kingdom.
Wh_en the power of the Guptas, the then Emperors
of India, was slowly decaying, an enterprising
military commander named Senapati Bhatarka
asserted his independence in Gujerat, and was the
founder of the Valabhi dynasty of Sourashtra.

(9] §

6. During a period of anarchy the people
were compelled to abandon their happy abodes
owing to the frequent invasions of the Maho-
medans. The people who emigrated to the north
have according to the ranks of different classes,
gradually abandoned their mother tongue and
blended with the natives of that part of India and
became domiciled, for the language, the manners
and customs were more or less similar to their
own. Whereas those who went south were unable
to mix themselves with the Dravidians of the
south, as their language and customs were not
the same. Even to this day they have not forsaken
their language, religion and social customs.

LLANGUAGE AND ALPHABET.

7. The inscriptions of Asoka are invaluable
to us, for a study of the language and alphabet of
Northern India in the third century B. C. They
show that the spoken language of Northern India
was essentially the same from the Himalaya to
the Vindhya mountains and from the Indus to
the Ganges. There are slight variations, how-
ever, from which antiquarians have made out
three varieties of the spoken tongues of the period.
General Cunningham calls them the Panjabi or
North-Western dialect, the Ujjaini or middle
dialect, and the Magadhi or the eastern dialect.
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8. The Panjabi dialect is closer to Sanskrit
&lﬁ'ﬁ::ﬁer& The Ujjaini dialect has its r and /,
abseﬁce ef agadhi Qlaleot is marked by the entire
Tainh £ of 7, for which / has heen substituted as,

sajah for Rajah, Dasalatha for Dasaratha, &o.

diale?;.t %S(Ommdermg then tha «lightly varying
hld th;f; tht'li ?poken lar}guage. antiquarians have
Lod b language is Pali. Prinsep called the
oua'g.e’to be “intermediate between Sanskrit
and I;all\} " It will be seen that the spoken langu-
2§2 nog " %I‘ittl;f:‘lnﬂllndla has undergone considerable
changes v 1 10 last four thousand years. In
o o t}{fexﬁoq it was the Sanskrit of the Rig
b 33, " ‘e pic: period it was the Sanskrit of
€ Drahmanas, in the Rationalistic and Buddhist
Eﬁn(l))d's it was Pali, in the Puranic period it was
rhe : (;akrlt, and §ince the rise of the Rajputs in
he 10th century it has been the Hindi.

. 10. Vararuchi, one of the ni
Vikramaditya’s Court, is the oltieslgug-arixii'af
Who tljeaj:s of Prakrit dialects. He distinguLi%h‘eq
four distinct dialects, viz., the Mahar;whtri lth.e
Saurasgni (Sourashtra proper) derived lfron; the
1Sa,nskmt, the I?aisachi and the Magadhi, which
'Ié}ﬁgslwlg ‘afre .szuc.l to be derived from the Sauraseni.
e hlaﬁirlt dlalect‘:s gradually came into use

the older Pali language, which was the

o'f
)

@‘Yl had been

sacred language of the Buddhi
ea¥s or more.

the spoken tongue for a thousan
Indeed the political and religious

ushered in a new form of Hinduism
of declining Buddhism, had undoubted®y some

ir}fluence in establishing the mnewer Prakrit
dialects in the place of the older Pali.

11. From the subject of the language, we
turn to the subject of alphabet. ~y7 2

a2

The Devanagari character in which ga‘,nékrlt
is now written is of comparitively recent origin.
The oldest Indian character known is that in
which Asoka’s inscriptions were recorded in the
third century before Christ. 1t is necessary to
mention that these inscriptions are recorded in
two distinct characters, one reading from right
to left like the modern Arabic and Persian, and
the other reading from left to right like the
modern Devanagari and the European characters.
The former is called the Arianc-Pali, while the
latter called the Indo-Pali is the common cha-
racter of all other texts of Asoka’s inscriptions.

19. The Ariano-Pali character is not one of
Indian origin, and was never usad in India except
in the extreme western frontier.! Mr. Thomas
rightly concludes that it has no claim to an indi-

L6 54, |

uses which
the place .~

(o2 ©0)*

a
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genous origiq in"India, hased as it manifestly is
upon an alphabet cognate with the Pheenecian.

13.  On the other hand, the Indo-Pali cha-
racter was not only universally used in India,
but ean claim to be of indigenous Indian origin.
Mr. Thomas has no hesitation in stating that it

18 an independently devised and locally matured
scheme of writing.

14. 1 i
General Cunningham maintains with

Mr. Thomas the Indian origin of the Indo-Pali
character. . -

15. The ancient Sourashtra alphabet has
almost the same form as the Devanagari cha-
racter, and even the words spoken in the houses
corresppnd philologically with the words of
San?,krlt origin.  Although the Sourashtra alpha-
bet is derived from the Sanskrit, yet there are
several letters which are peculiar to the forrﬁer
language. The short e and o do not exist in the
Sanskrit language; while every language derived
therefrom contains them. The short ¢ and o are
se;parately designated in the modern Sourashtra
:;)e I?habet and the formation of the same character

ing subsequently modified.

9

LITERATURE.

16. 1t is now fifty-seven years since the
first volume of Comparative Grammar by Francis
Bopp was published, and the wonder is that while
during this long interval almost all the languages
of Northern India have heen philologically inves-
tigated hy competent scholars, the language of
half a million of the unfortunate Sourashtras has
remained almost unknown to the great philologist
of the nineteenth century. The Sourashtra lan-
guage, like all other Prakrit languages of North-
ern India, possesses a literature of its own, but it
is singular that, unlike Telugu and Tamil, the
sister languages of the Peninsula, they have had
not an indigenous grammar adapted to the current
language and literature, and this is also the case
with the Hindi, the Marathi, the Bengali, the
Odhra, the Guzerati etc. The absence of native
grammars in the languages of Northern India
cannot be accounted for in any other way
than by the fact, that these languages being
entirely derived from the Sanskrit, both directly
and indirectly, through the medium of the diffe-
rent Prakrita languages, as the Romance langua-
ges are from the Latin, the local scholars have
treated with contempt as mere dialects subserving
no noble purpose. True, we have numerous
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Prakrita grammars written by the ancient sages
of India, and although these grammars treat of
such languages as the Maharashtra and the Saura
Seni (Sourashtra) the languages now spoken in
those provinces, which bear these names, are not
represented by those grammars, as their reci-
procal relation is the same as that existing bet-
ween the old Anglo-Saxon and the present English
tongue.

17. Professor Wilson was of opinion that
the so-called Prakrita languages were artificially
formed by the learned for dramatic purposes, but
Professor Lassen, on the contrary refutes this
opinion and says that the old Prakrit languages
are represented by the present provincial tongues.
The Sourashtras are Aryas and their language,
their institutions, their manners and customs
furnish ample evidence towards the fact; bhut to
study any of the Indian languag: critically, a
knowledge of the great Aryan language and an
intimate acquaintance with th~ ‘Prarit Prakasy’
of Vararuchi and Hemachandracharva are essen-
tial. The great literary names a111611g the Sou-
rashtras were Patanjali, Pingalacharya, Hema-
chandracharya, Valmiki, Dandi, Bhavabhuti, Kali
dasa and several illustrious sages of India. The
literature consists chiefly of works on Bharata.

-in both civil and

Sauling (Elders).

11

Bhagavata, Ramayana, works on the Puranas,
on medicine, on astronomy, on astrology and on
magical incantations.

18. [Institutions-~ When the Sourashtras
settled in the south, they reproduced the institu-
tions of their mother country in the new land; but
owing to the influence of the Southern Dravidi-
ans some of the institutions became extinet.
During their migrations, the men were under the
guidance of their leader, and the process of
migration tended to increase the power of kin-
ship. The people were divided into four heads
called Govndas (chiefs), Saulins (elders), Voy-
doos (physicians) and Bhoutuls (religious men).

19. Some traces of th2 division still survive
in the now neglected institution of Govndans.
The Govndans were supposed to be responsible
for the acts and doings of their men. The
masses enjoyed the propariy under the joint
undivided Hindu family - as-.prescribed in
the Code of Manu.

wal affairs.
aided in deciding of58by a body of ndpleRcalled
The office of Govndd isjleredi-
tary in Madura Diptrigt whereas in ot
it is elective. The 8f@of the Soulin:
enguiries and try aN_caneg _conn th the
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District. Centres. Pupu-
lation-
Madura  Dist. Madura, Periyakulam, Palani,
Nelakota, Vatlakundu, Para-
makudi, Sivaganga, Ramnad,
Dindigul. 50,000
Tinnevelly |, { Palamcottah, Nattani, Virava-
nellore, Vilangudi, Kottar, ‘
Pudukudi ete. 3,000
Trichinopoly ,, | Vurayur, Puttur, Srirangam,
- Trichinopoly, Pudukota,
fluppur 15,000
Tanjore ,, | Tanjore, Ayyampett, Amma-
pett, Bhuvanagiri, Pasikadei,
Allur, Tirubhuvanam. Kumba.
konam & Negapatam 20,000
Salem , | Salem, Sevvaypett, Rasipuram,
Namakal, Puramati, & Mysore
Provinces 8,000
South Arect ,, | Bhuvanagiri, Pondicherry ete. 1,000
North Arcot ., Walajabad, Vellore, Narang-
vanam, Tirupati, Arni and
Nagari 5,000
Chingleput ,, | Madras and Conjeevaram 2,000

1,04,000

15

23. The Sourashtras, like othet nations .of
India, are divided into four great divisions, vtz.,
Brahma, Kshatriya, Vaisyas and Sudra. The
Vaisyas and Sudras are to be found in alrpost a!l
towns and villages, and especially at Tu'upa.t},
Nagari, Narayanavanam, Arni, Kottar, Palani,
Palamkottah, Vilangudi, and Viravanall.ur.. As
a class they are not rich; and education is In a
backward state among them, but attempts are
being made by the Sourashtra Literary Societie.s
to impart primary education. A Soura?nshtra Pri-
mary School is already established in Madura
and is progressing very creditably.

O —
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