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Cotton Cultivation,

Handloom Industry and Yarn Supply
(Tanjore District.) |
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The dawn of history found India & China as
the most thickly populated Countries in the world.
A glympse intc the past history of these two
Countries will show that there had been more dest-
ructive wars in the pastinthese two Countries than

‘anywhere else in the world The existence of the

teeming millions of inhabitants in China and India
with a fairly weli administered governmental
machinery may lead to a safe pxesumpti’érf that
India & Cuina have been the Craddle of civilization

Next to food, clothing is necessary for a
civilized state of society ‘“The- first coverings of
men might have been formed of skins,wool of sheep,
hairs of goat, wooden fibres: Mat Adai -and

Jeaves Adai. The thick groyth of Cotton trees. .
in the extensive - forest of lndia and the thick

growth of cotton plants in all the vast expanse of

waste lands, with their bursting fruits containing.

cotton weol of dazling whiteness, would have surely-

attracted . the inhabitants. of the :ancient India. =

Cotton trees and Cotton plants are indigenous to .

India. The earliest history indicates that cotton .

was exported to China and China in turn exported

Silk to India. India is celebrated from all antiquity "
for the prodution of cotton and for the _excellence -
of her calico as well as for the marvellous beauty

of het muslin manufacture. The muslin garments

were called the - webs of woven airand the dew of
night . The Cotton manufacture was established "
n%lnd;x% long before we find it noticed.in reliab}

N
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hiistory. The earliest vi
millions of itsinhabj
cotton calicos and my

sitors to India found the
tants clothed in home growr
slins in the hot weather, and in
the rainy weather, they were clothed in calico coats
paddled with cotton. Their beds and pillows were
stuffed with cotton.

The doors and windows had cur-
tains paddied with cotton, Awnings and carpets,
tents, and tent ropes, the co

verings of carriages, the
housings of elephants and the halters of horses were
all made of cotton. The inhabitants attained excel.
lence in the arts of spinning and weavi
only their fingers, the Spinning
handloot. India is

churka and the ‘handloorﬁ The

for ages in stationary condition. This is perhaps
due to the village republic system with self suffici-
eéncy as their ambitjon, The proverbial simplicity of
the tools and engines employed by the Hindu artj-
sans and mechanicsg is noticeable here algo, The

cotton wool was spun and woven into cloth for
family and the seeds were used as food for cattle,
and there the interest stopped. =

whole art remained

Froi India the culture of the cotton plant and
the manufacture of cotton spread into China, South
Persia and Egypt. The culture spread into Spain
about the 10th century A. D. and into Italy about
14th century. The manufacture of ¢ott
to America about the beginning of the.7
through Grecian Archipilago.  [p due course the
Americans found

nd another indigenous -variety of
cotton plant i America which was in certain

respect considered superior-for machine manufac-
ture.

like used in weaving.

3
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perhaps indicating the professional ldng coat of
the lawyers. In M

ohenjo Daro excavations which
fates back to 5000 B. C. we tind ¢cotton cloth.

The Pondichery excavations have proved
that there was a weaving Rothan factory in Pondi-
chery about the year 55 B. C. to 250 AD-

When the Greeks with Alexander arrived in
India in 326 B C. they noticed the people wearing -
fine garments. Megasthenes has added that
the robes were wor

: ked in gold and ornamented with
the various stones and the r

obes were also flowered
garments of finest muslin. These faets prove in-
dxsputab}y that Intia is the first country to
perfect spinning and weavin '

g ‘

The spinning and weaving received a set hack
during the early British period owing to the fiscal
policy adopted by them  As early as 1793 British

uslins were produced by .the British  spintiing
Jenny and power loom; and this drove Indiancs
weavers and spinners ouy of the market. * J

The handloom industry in Tanjore District

is one of ver

y remote antiquity. Next to Agri-
calture this industry seems to have been started,

developed and stabilized in the days of yore as in
- the rest of India .

‘The great Tamil poet Thirg-
valluvar chose handlgom industry as his profession
as it was copsidered as the most humanitatian and
peaceful profession  Innumerable references are
found. to cotton cloth on silk cloth §in ancient.
Tamil literary books

: like Aga Nanooru, Puara
Nanooru, Silapathigaram,

Silaj Thirumurugatrupadai
etc. Chola kings and emperors seem- to have estabe
- ished some weaving settle '
rict, perhaps for the Pproductionut cotton ¢loth and

.\;‘

ments in Tanjote Digt-

5
ce and the court .
pol o " t’l}zﬁeusgeiﬁpt!};e gztdél'hirunagesvaran}
dlgnltarles'h:we been built for the benefit b’ﬁ-
catto t(:Nea'vers and the temple at Fl;xhlrélow-
Sanam for the benefit of silk weavers. T e1 N
rashtras i Tanjore District seem (o be co once‘
raShtraslmbrought over and settled at the 1;nstan'1k
gg f}fc?lg ekings for the purpose of developing sl
weaving.

The Chola kings seem to have es}t}ablslshfzci
tain cotton agricultural farms perRapeated
cerkinu Tanjore District self sufficient Repe tod
att ots seem to have been made 10 1mprofve and
at'temc{)its cultivation But the quantity o C(:hort
e‘xter} in the District seems to have fallen s ot
g;ox;slgn the requirements of Jocal gqnsumpt1c€n Ic):ve-
?ro?n the*beginning. Large qmnmleilse%ﬁn(;velly;
anjore falls out of the fol at ¢ riots
'c‘)[‘faBJellary and Cuddapah in the t;orthA?tréc: t}(l:e m
batore and Tinnavelly in the soat 1‘1 After the
of the Chola Empire the cotton cu ’tll;"li ltemporary
dwindled and finally fi1sappe;_1re(1- he tempora
attempt by- the _Bf.lt,lS}.l to improv e Sabe
vation in Tanjore District failed to g )
antial result., o ‘
t The extent of cotton culén]rgi:’on from 1853-54
' j istrict is given below:— "
1125322]0:25255 55.56 56.57 57.58 58.59 59-60 60-81

“ Acres Acres Acref
' Acres Acres Acres re
:\484:;8 ﬁgt:f 2077 2969 2444 1757 103¢ 6

DYEING '

i : llen and silk
art of dyeing cotton, woo _
fabri’crshehad its origin in India.  The varion

" paintings of coloured garments appeafing. 1ir
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ollows:  ~Y®Ing may be broadly classified

I |

Vggetable dyes.
m.eral dyes.
Artxficial Coloyrg
The ve
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mineral 0 d
al cologrg @ Th
MOst impoyy Suc

of great import-
e dyers use various

as chr
. . ant Tome yej
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e - .
Category, o Dihetic Sources such as coal-

. (0] Ours R
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Ancient ve

India T getable dyes

here are over
efore dyeing,

most every race in Indid .

reece a fayy samples of dyed'
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A dye may be fast to light. DBat it may not
be fast to soaping Fastness may be classified as
(1) fast to light (2) fast to soaping (3) fast to pers-
piration (4) fast to chlorine and (5) fast to boiling
water, Fastness may be tested by the above
methods. :

COTTON CLOTH PRINTING. (

Cotton printing is an ancient art in India.
Calico Printing is the best of its class. The very
word calico derived its name from Calicut in
Malabar District. There is good reason to suppose
that the Egyptions learnt the art from India. The
art then spread to Greece and other countries.
Towards the close of 17th century calico printing
was introduced from India in to Europe. It was
first produced in Holland, thence spreading to
England and Scotland. To day India has gone
to the background in colico printing It awaitsa
great development. There are two modes of
printing namely ¢1) Block printing and (2) Machine
printing or cylinder printing.

The weaving Community is found throughout
Tanjore District But Kumbakonam, Mayavaram,
& Negapatam Taluks are the important Centres.

The statement in Appendix will show the
number of cotton locms, silk looms and mat looms
in Tanjore District as it stood in the year 1948.
For every cotton loom and silk loom at least three
persons are recuired besides the weaver for
carding, warping and sizing  Generally the whole
family works for keeping the looms active.
Roughly there will be as many families as there

" are looms.
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In t '
District V}vlz:s tyae[?r 1945 2 census of looms in this
number of Joq o ccording to this Census the
WS under each count was as follows’
Counts

: No. of looms
- 208 (XYY LI TTY )
30s 2412 ‘)

eas e 875
ey e 3251 b 10181
Bon o lodg |
™ w1994
of dhoti in 205 1 couired for

an ordj e
B 20s for 20 yards is 115 hank;?arx :v}:ag-

Presumed that , weg yards a day. It may be

t bs. As per census
2412. ‘rheeY:&rr;eer of looms under 208 is
looms will he 32660(;1%1;?(1 for a month for these

bale Roughly it wi

oorr?so;rt?io Ibs.  Most of the l%dn};s 1;;;,;1: f;)(?s 3;22
tily will be sogp. 27 Hence half of the quan-
Ibe, cient that is about 160 bales of 400

f
13}:}500 lbs. Cil;: 3 month for ty

o may be‘ Trounded to 80 bales of 400

: 24 yards of an
In 40s is 170 hanks, A
t 8 yards per day. At this

Wweaver per month

fora loom is 301bs. The number of looms
under 40s is 3251. The total yarn required for a
month will be 97530 lbs. Approximately the
number required is 240 bales of 400 lbs. The:
number of looms as per census seems to a little in-
flated. Hence the number of bales m y be reduced
to 210 bales.

The yarn required for 24 yards of an
ordinary type of dhoti in 60s is 225 hanks A
weaver can weave about 6 yds-ina day. Yarn
required for a weaver per month for a loom is 22
bs. The number, of looms under 60s is 1649.- The’
total yarn required for a month will be 36278 1bs.
It. will be about 90 bales as a round " figure.

The yarn required for a common type of
dhoti in 80s for 24 yds. is 270 hanks. A weaver
can weave about 4 yds. a day Yarn required by
a weaver foraloom per month is about 13 lbs.
The number of looms under 80s is 1994. The yarn
required will be about 25922 lbs. per month. This
will he about 60 bales roundly.

As per above calculation the number of
bales required is as follows:- :

20s oo oo 160 bales.
30s s voe 80 "y
40s wee se0e ‘ 210 ’” .
60s .os Q0 ,
80s soe see 60 ”

——— { Somm—

Total ... 600

e— ’
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It wil ,
entire supplyl,l I?gg’eabpossnble to arrange for the

uced b o Ove quantity may be red-
‘Distric{ f(S)?/:. Thus the quota allottedy to this
Upply to Weavers may be as follows:-

2
38: gg bales of 4qg 1bs.
s 105 7
60s 45 N ”
80s 3 " »
Total W ’

Th
e Quant.ty of

3 - a
specified in the staterneyntm

makers and Beed;

STATEMENT OF y eedi makers.

s 3138 bales of 406 pg,

6s 1

108 - 4

1038 1

168 1

19g .. 1 .

208 . 10 1 [
6
|
1
3
1

1 1) "
th n
% "

L1 "
4]

2/10 . » ]
s ...
2/18s
2/20g
2/30s

%y Y

» ”

1] »

70\,;’_

——— 1y 1

makers, knitting thread

COLOUR YARN SUPPLY.

0

The problem of the supply of colour yarnis
peculiar to this District. During the previous
control days in 1946 coloar yarn was supplied to
the weavers in this District by the dyeing factories
at Madura., Salem, etc., through their agents
(colour yarn dealers). Under that system the-
ordinary weaver had to take any colour yarn
offered to him by the merchants and he was.not
given a chance to choose the colours. The colour
yarn dealers arbitrarily thrusted such colours
which they held instock. It was not working
satisfactorily as the ordinary weavers with their
rich experience of the customers’ taste were not
allowed to choose the coloyrs they wanted.

There ate some independent Job dyers
in this district who purchase dyestuffs and dye
grey yarn for wages, They charge different rates
for dyeing different counts of yarn according to
the depth of colour. The grey yarn required is
produced by the weavers and the dyeing is done
as a job work. In this method, the weaver
practically choosesthe colour and the count of
yarn; and this system is found to be suited for this
District.

In the above system thereis one disad-

~vantage. Often the weavers bring only few knots
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of yarn Wwhich are

f
ufficient for the borders ©
dhoties, ang request

that they might be dyed ;r;:;
PFarticular cojoyy, As it is not possible to s
dYFing for each gat

in
ch of few knots, the dyefisous
this District dye varionsg counts of yarn in var
colours ang stock t

yarn for the dyed yarn paying
'8es-  For this purpose the
tve stock of grey yarmn to be
dyed in advance, During the ‘Previous control
days certajn dyers w

e
bales for use as rese
Mmeasure,

Lt

hat the yarg 4o Supplied should always -
Temain with the g

e

Yer in-the ghy
at.bleached: yarn;

Pe of grey, dyed
and

2. that the yarn supplied wil be subject to
inspection by the inspecting officers.

———
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Seem better

1 ieon

®Y may be supplied with ng,-

healds *ds instead of cotton healds
bambo, reeds whic, they are
i € supp}

. y : war-
in thevwarp. The improved iron an-
May be introduced in the place of co af
try bambg, Varping mills that are preVaIe“tem'
I Centurieg together the weavers se d
to have been Working at pi looms, Thig Shouh y

© considerey as an o]q fashioneq and unhealthy

Procegg, fame oo, Mmay be j
their Places,

‘ t
“using at Pl'e??:i_.
ied for folding up the

4

) . atus.
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Used by them.
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ull detaj)q abo he Capital gyt lay and details

O work; g€ m ‘
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ies, I\,ad;as

~
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Perhaps the tariff ptOn_
© be given betwee

roductg and Forg;
m industry also,

orm of Protectjq
hese apg Chinege cheg

In regard

P varigtieg Seéems necessary
ere are 1o weayip ¢
Tict either driven by oil engine, ‘steam andina

to  hanloom we;;
in page 1%

gn Mil] products iS

ed from the Direc:

D against the Japa- -

& mills in this dist-

I

i f
. Hence the eﬂiclencye n(:s
et gi)s“;:d the allied l;bo;x;’p gx;cr):;mal
Do msiderzition. A§ asnoo perimental
Tequire no con ing8Factory with 00 looms wei-
measure a weavi gerhaps it > ‘i i
ving section magri[; conl of  the Govarme
o TheT chonology Washermweaving dras,
IHStitll)]te c(:tisul':ed if necessa;'-ly.S ’ll‘)l;:n e
vt i istrict ha ) aud
::r;’ i Tamor:otlt)al;e industry,pen:hap;,f taseltrurél
developed as ad to the national genius coved aod
specially Smtelt may therefore be r;:;ng -d and
popultion firm footing by (1) Arrting E e
placedona v of yarn (2) b'y‘sta G b e
regular S:f;shyup to date m;.;ctl:;;er(y‘;) o ¥ g?;ngf
factol'y egel e cloth prin ( v. arrans
e e ) e bt
ot eaving L :
;Cl"oduction be;weeir:n ;ovmg thé weavfﬁeig i.%g
weavers (6) v}e’rs (7) by star’tmgf atorywn tng
el tge(sv;’e;y starting a weaving fact %
mill an
looms. |
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For all 1
ac
may be added to rkﬁ annas two per Viraganidha!
For Doby works R | Prices indicated above,
o the price mentioneq agiz,?“h may be adde
' The m . -
done ‘thm“gh Z!;l;::l;t;gwof these cloths are being
ooperative SIET Weavers, privat
vers Provinciaslomet]es and Ma:irgls h;ng;ggfx}: '::1;;1
etc. The us lo'Operative Society emporinm
bg continued,. ual channel of m1rkettingor
disturb the ’usualhiredseems to be no ngegln ?(;
of cloth *4al trade channel T : at]
to Cey]on?r%(}l\;ced in this district . ahri virieties
quantities are “,1:’ Bengal and East Am:xpl(jrted
like Pudukot emng booked to B Aree

k tah, Mys Indian States
ba necessary to,reta'inore' Travancore etc, It will

fit of the weayere. Tthese mirkets for the bene-

be fi he
e'fxxed at 2% of cost p:izzt of marketing may!
An

’ st -
loom wea?ving“dzmcmtl)negted with  the hand
lnvestigation into the gismf:omplece without an

Of \VeaVan P
8rs.  Productio .
monopol . n of silks:
of Dh%ti}ésmﬂ;“ hands. and The :;:2?;1 lmay_bq a
ctions such as sarees required for reli | varieties
arriage Somgzthale;u’ Namathari P{lagrlxgk?: kfuq.
arri ) ~kuri
s coroduced by the ooy iees: may be left
cubits and 7 cubi ;
erha ubits dhotj
?Vill bgs be left to the andloc; of 40s., yarn may
a sort of lncentive m weavers. This

This may perhaps fot the weavers to work.

sufficiency in regardprowde the maximum, self

to one Aof. the major con-

sumption goods 2
viding work ané,
10,000 families ¥ng

iaid \be neglectgd,in
e \ndustrializat

the pre-war period was very B
industry also was slowly decaying owing to the
poverty of the weavers, However the war
brought income and prosperity among them. Still
they are not able to get along without Government
sympathy and support, after the war.

1In the olden days also the weavers seem

™o have been enjoying some form of state pro-

tection. Some of the Temples such as those in
Tirunageswarum and Tirubuvanam of ~Kumba-
konam Taluk seem to have been intended for the
benefit of the weavers. The lands in which the
houses of the weavers are built are temple lands.
They do not pay any rent ot paguthi to the temple
authorities. Further the weavers receive certain
honours from the temples. This seems to be an
old system of subsidising the industry. As a result

" of this, the weavers do not shift from place to

place and their living also is made cheap.

Keeping up to the old tradition, finan-
cial assistance by the Government may perhaps

‘he extended to:the handloom weavers. It would
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do
Nagapattinam
do
Nagapattinam

Tirunageswaram
Konthai

Thopputhurai
‘Nagapattinam
Kumbakonam

Kumbakonam
Tirunageswaram
Kumbakonam
do

BURMA
Kodavasal

Abdul Majid

-

. N. Narayanasami Chettiar
. Rathna Mudaliar & Sons
K. T. Rathnasabapathy Mudaliar

. N. Son Vedamuni Chettiar
Balasubramania Iyer

P. Muthukumara Mudaliar

. M.
K

Raya S. Venkatachalapathi Iyer
P
P
S.
P
M

10. V. P. N. Vethamuni Chettiar
M. Arunachalam Chettiar

Ganesh Iyer

7. T. K. R N.Shanmuga Mudaliar
S
A%
V.
s N.
K
R

8. S. Vaithilingam Pillai & Sons

6. V. Ramasamy Pillai

9.
11
1
2
3.
4
5

6.
7
8.

. . (.
List of Clath Printers.

— e

S. Name Quantity ot Cloth
S :
No and address. pelf%lélnrfgn.

1. P Velayudha Mudaliar, Chinna
Erakali Street I\.oran ad,
Mayavaram . _ 75 Yds

2. Modern Dyeing & Printing .
Works, 35, Salia Big Street,
- Koranad, Mayavaram 75 Yds

3. Noor Muhammad Maracayar
Printing Factory, South St.,

Nagoore 1000 Yds

4. D. Danapal Redd;; ar, '
Kadalangudi St, Kumbakonam 100 Yds L

5 G.V. Venkatachalapathi: Iyer,
Sowrastra Middle Street, ,
Kumbakonam . 100 Yds.

’

6. R. T, Subbu Iyer, '1hu§aran-
kurichi Street Kumbakonam :

7 A. N, Snmvasa Rao & Co.,
Kumbakonam




CLOTHS to PLACES WITHIN INDIA.

\“Igame of _gxparte;f'. N

1. Krisna & Co or e
Kumbakog;r};, Thuhili, Kanjanoor Post,

v‘ S. Shanmu

HANDLOOM oY, OF EXPORTERS OF
HANDLOOM CLOTHS 1o p

gasundaram P{llai, Kumbes-

3. }‘ga rSa"SI\Iort%1 Street, Kumbakonam
K anthia Servai, Aduthurai,
4 umbakonam, ab,  —
' . M Balasundar: :
5 nrgiqu;]Street, Kumbalgéngr};eumr' Kadala-
* amundeesw{ H . .
. Kuatme e Veavs Wors —
7 V: K.u'?}?gz?r; Mugaliar., Koranad-Maydram
8 SM?V}[,Uram. Ja Chettiar & Sons, Koranad
* O Muthukumara Pijlaj
9. I;I Sambaisiva IYerl&aléol.iolz?tigl}t\hymam:
10. V. K. Suppauk | T
- « I\ Du . :
11 Mayuram. wraya Chettiar & Sons Koranad,

}MS Sub.ramania Chettiar,
anaveli Street, Koranad

12 \é K. Subbaraya Chettiar

13 'M‘trzet’ quanéd, Mayura,m.
‘ M.a . Govinda Mudaliar & Sons, Knt
yuram Taluk. » Rnttalam,

. R&maSWamy Mudali
aliar & Co., K .
15. T.guﬁm Taluk. v &Co. Kuttalam,

& Co. 26, Peria
Mayuram.
Kumarakattalai

14,

uruga Muda" .
16. V P, N. Ve aliar,” Koranad-M
17. Babu ghe\z‘fii?mgms Chettiar, qu?aﬁ-‘;rfé?
18 Ié\’layuram omasundaram Chettiar, |
20 - K. Seet )
19. Athiya R harama Iyer, Tanjore.

engan

20 gﬁ Pinasamg T:ﬁ;kalu’ Ayyampet,
Y LOC alinga M v )
annilamg’l‘alul;gahar, Velmangalam, —

do
Tirunageswaram
Kumbakonam

do
Kilakarai

Address,
do
Tirunageswaram

Nagapattinam
Kumbakonam
Tanjore-

Kumbakonam
Nagore

" CEYLON
MALAYA

| V. P. N. Narayanasamy Chettiar, Sons

2. Giri R. M. Nannappa Iyer & Sons
3. Giri R« M. N. Ramasamy Iyer

andloom piece goods to foreign destinations.

Statement showing the list of merchants in Tanjore District
‘Name of the exporter.

D. Narayana Iyengar and Sons
5. V.P. N. Son, Vedamuni Chettiar
. Narayana Iyengar & Sons
R.’K. Radhakrishna Raju

Who Export cotton h
M. P. S. Mohamed ‘

2. Mohamed Jamaluddin & Brother, S. V. M.
Hajee Abdul Azeez

M. Abdul Hamid
3. V. P. N, Narayanasamy Chettiar

4.
1
:l'
2.
4

"No.
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