'HOW YOU CAN HELP IN THIS FOOD CRISIS
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The Madras People’s Food Council

No. 8, Westcott Road, MADRAS 14,

OBJECTS :—
1. To represent the people’s view-point in relieving the present
food crisis.

2. Tostudy and investigate, problems relating to the production,
- .. distribution and consumption of food, to educate the public and
to make representations to Government on these problems.

PROVISIONAL COUNCIL:—

The following provisional council with power to co-opt. was formed
at the Madras Provincial Food Conference on 10th August 1947, at the
Gokhale Hall, pending the formation of the elected council under the

proposed constitution.

Mr. T. T. Krishnawachari (President).
i & S i)
s I G. Lokshmanaswami Mudaliar (Deputy Mayor).
R. Venkataraman (Tamilnad Labour Section).
P. R. K. Sarma M.1.c. ,
T. K. Srinivasaier {(President, District Congress Committee,
Tanjore). - .
N. Ramakrishnan (D’resident, District Congress Commitlice,
Chingleput).
P. Selvanathan (Harijan Sangh, Madras).
R. Kuppuswami, M.I.A,
M. Kanniappan, M.L.A,
N.- S. Varadachari, M.L.A.
7. 8. Ramanujam.
P. Ramawurthy,
V. Bhuvarahaa.
Mr. K. 3. Menon.
§. A. Rahim.
N. Somayajulu.
C. V. Rajagdpalachari.
8. Krishnamurthy.
G. Srinivasaraghavachari.
Y. V. Krisima Rao with power to ¢d-opt.

INTRODUCTORY
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- A preliminary meeting of representatives of institutions was called by
Mr. K. G. Sivaswamy on &rd August to consider arrangements for holding a
Provincial Food Conference. The conference was attended by the following

gentlemen :—

Mz,

B

. H. Nathan.
. Anantaraman.
. Simon Paul.

Sy

B O

V. P. Srinivasan.
S. Natarajan.
Abdul Majid, M.L

(. G. Sivaswamy.
. S. Varadachari, M.L.A.

. V. Rajagopalachari.

bdul Hamid Khan, M.L.A.
. R. V. Achar, Member, Corporation of
M. S. Sabhasan (South Indian Teachers’
T. G. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar, Depu j}

LAl

Sulaiman Sait (Muslim Chamber of Con
A. G. Venkatachary.
R. Santhanam etc.

ni

It was resolved at the meeting that Mr, T. G, Laké')i'{iianaéﬁami

Mudaliar be elected as the Chairman of the Reception committee and

Mr. T. T. Krishnamachari be requested to preside over the conference,

was resolved further that Mr. K. G. Sivaswamy, Mr. R. Anantaraman a.nI;

Mr. A. R. V. Achar be the Secretaries of the conference. It wag also resolved

that in view of the acute growing food crisis that the conference should be

immediately held on 10th August.
were issued to all District Congress and Town Congress Committee
of Municipal Councils, and Trade Unions, Kisan Sabhas and A

Individual invitations to the

Workers' Unions, Members of the Legislative Asgembly and

Council and members of the Tramilnad Congress Comtuittee. We a

conference,. :
» Chaiimen
gricultural

Legislative

re thankful

to the daily newspapers in Madras for giving the fullest publicity to the

conference.

their advice and suggestions.

Minister and the Hon'ble Minister for food were not even acknowled

Personal invitations were issued t§ all the ministers an
invitation to the Hon’ble the Prime Minister and the Hon’ble M;j
Food requesting them to be present at the conference and give the benefit of

d special
wpter for

The special invitations to the Hon'ble Prime

them. This is a courtesy which we bave often received from the
Government. We are howé\fer thankful to the Hon'ble the Food Minister
for his statement at the meeting of his Provincial Food Advisory Council on

11th August that the resolutions of this conference will be considered

Government.

The Subjects Committee of the conference met at the Servantg of
India Society premises on 9th August at 6 p.m. and drafted the resolutions

to be moved and the names of

speakers. \
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DECONTROL

By

Mnr. K. 3. Srvaswanmy.

Mr. K. G. Sivaswamy, Secretary of the Conference made the followiny
observations during the course of his speech explaining the objects of ths
conference.

) This morning there is an announcement in the ' Hindu’ of proposais
for decontrol Dy Government from Ist November. Thesc proposals are in
short to abolish nual rationing in all districts and statutory rationing o
towns in surplus disiricts.  The reason, according to the Madras Government
for making this proposal was that the Government of India have pleader
inability to supply rice from outside the provinee. It was impossible to have
province wide-rationing formal and informal when the stocks with the
" Government were insufficient to meet the demand. The Government of
Madras therefore proposed to restrict rationing to absolutely deficit areas.
Under this proposu they wonld have 1o procure less.  Their argument wis
that a reduction in the intensity of procurement by the Government might
help towards broadening the free market and thus easing the situation. Tt
us examine these proposils.  Whenever we talk of a deficit as between supply
and demand, we consider as if the deficit will exactly be in proportion to ti»
quantum of shortage of supplies. Tt is no doubt true that in a controlled
market where there is complete rationing, procurement just to the quantity
required might be sufficient.  DBut in a free market what happens is thua.
If the Market is short by one-sixth of production the supply s deficient not
merely by this one-sixth but more. Ivery trader wishes to take advantage
of the existence of short supply. The consumer too joins in the game out of
sheer instinct of self-preservation. e producer equally beging to hoart
both for profit and for self-preservation\_The consequence 1s that not mevely
there is a- deficit of one-sixth in the supply but many tines more. The
p:eldem we have to tackle is whether in times of shortage of supply 1t s
-possilile to have partial procurement and purti'EI distribution.  Lefore 1 deal

with this question I have to refer to one fact. § Districts in the province have
been divided into surplus and deficit districts. Thaared of these districts has
been fixed from the point of view of land revenue administration by district
» Collectors, It does not happen that there are no deficit areas in surplus
" distriegg nor surplus areas in deficit districts. Take Trichinopoly. There
18 a long paddy-growing area on the Cauvery bank between [Srode and
/Trichino;)oly. Jut there is a dry area ten times bigger than this which
depends for its rice consumption on this canal area. Surplus and deficit
\ areas do not generally coincide with revenue areas. The existence of deficit
areas in surplus districts is the temptation for the wide prevalence of hlack

markets. N
s s/

The present proposal is to abolish rationing in surplus districts.  Tire
idea bebind the scheme seems to be that if only the surplus is procured from
the surplus districts and the balan€e left over and if this balance is allowed
free moveinent within the district but prevented from being exported ontside,
it will become paturally available for the comsumers in the whole district.

i1l

Government have also proposed that they will fix the price in surplus
districts at which the owner of surplus produce can sell paddy, at a price
equal to the selling price for which they will be buying for the deficit
The fallacies in this argument are two. One is that every holder
of surplus produce will be willing to freely sell it to the needy in the
surplus districts. The second is that he will conform to the Government
rules of selling his paddy or rice at just the controlled price. Expemence\/\
has shown during the years 1944-1946 that what happens Is that the
needy consumer in surplus districts hardly gets rice and where he gebs i
he has to pay an exorbitantly high price practically double the controlled price.
In fact one should understand that in the Cauvery aveas ¢f Trichinopoly
district the tepant has to pay, whenever he pays rent in cash, not the
controlled price for his paddy rent, but the black market price which ranges
between 50 and 100 per cent. \Vhile black markets may be wide for those
who are surplusing with too much cash, the partial owner producers, the
tenants, and the labourers will find it extremely difficult to buy rice at the
controlled price. It was against all this distressing experience that informal
rationing had to be introduced in surplus areas.

areas.

Fixation of price without a physical control of stocks has always(
failed. Decontrol adopted by the Government of India to cure this defect in
1942-43 14d to high prices, cornering, and famine in Bengal. As regards,
non-surplus districts’ it is proposed that there should be rationing in towns:
while a free market would esist in 1rural areas. Under the proposal

prices for paddy will be fixe

d by the Collector in these districts but the

owners of SUFpHuy produce would “be- permitted to sell in the free market

except in rationed areas.

It is said that the Collector would fix the

price at which the owner of produce should sell. The district of Coimbatore

has passed through
wags Iin vogue.

a terrible experience in 1944 and 1945 when this scheme
The big owners of paddy lands in the Bhavani and

Amravathi areas began to sell at extraordinarily high prices because they |

had a free market.

Price fixation by the Collector proved useless. Are

these experiences to be repeated again !

Fxperience
partial - proc
committee o

has shown that in titues of short supply theve can be no
urement and partial distribution. The food grains policy
f the Goveenment of India were compelled to recommend

district-wide rationing for absolutely deficit areas. That was how i had to
be introduced in Malabar from October 1944. Kven in surplus areas
informal rationing by the issue of identity cards to the needy people can

hardly be stopped.

Tiet us examine wherefrom this ery for decontrol generally avises.
It arose in the district of Coimbatore from the District FOO(l’,%m{;ittee\

which wanted the abolition of informal rationing in rural areas.

made whenever t

rivate traders, nd : Lo kel
?ree market their own surplus grains. The inefficieacy in distribution should

be nor
worse.

his cry is \
heve is short supply and distribution is inefficient, under |
It is also wiade when Dig land owners want to sell in the |

eason for decontrol in a free market for the consumer will be far

An

other argument for decontrol is that the official machinery is 4

—_—
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corrupt. But I would say that as compared with the unsocial and
criminal conduct of certain landholders and tradets, the influence they bring
to bear as a result of their political and economic status on the officials for
losening controls in their favour, the behaviour of the officials is many times
better. Corruption is not unilateral, but is forced on the subordinates, and
in days of high costs of living to avoid such temptation, it is irresistable on
the part of a poor subordinate of the Government. The cry of decontro! ig
a desperate cry on the part of honest consumers and an Tnterested cry on the
part of owners of surplus produce. Who really makes this cry ¢ Fow is it
that the cry comes just from those land owners who urge upon the minister
to increase the price of food grains by 50 percent? How is it the cry does
not come from the genuine producer of paddy or millets but mostly
from the rentier class who thave got surpluses to sell. This erv hardly
comes from the far greater number of tenent producers. It is the district.
food.committees packed with rentiers that have been crying for high’ prices
sometithes for_decontrol. -Recently the Tinnevelly District Food Committee
has made a proposal that it is not enough to give retrospective effect to
bonuses from last February or March but should be given from December
1946.

The cry of decontrol at a time when Government is even not hopeful
of supplying a ration of 8 ozs. while the overwhelming wajority of people
require 1} lbs. of rice a day is an unsocial cry. Its very expression and
publicity will only lead to further hoarding by traders and land owners.so
that they may have their gala day in a free market with their produce.{ In
the interest of preventing deterioration in public health, and making available
the little food produce for the common man, we should all make a dead set
against any form of decontrol at present. L

I have very great pleasure in requesting Mr. T. G. Lakshmanaswam
Mudaliar to welcome the delegates and Mr. T. T. Krishnamachari to
preside.

o
o
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Mgr. T. G. LAKSHMANASWAMY MUDALIAR.
(Deputy Mayor, Madras Corporation) )

Chairman of the Reception Committee.

FTER déaling with the primary importance of the food question at the
LA' présent hour in the interest of public he_alth and the health of the
coming geperations, the chairman mainly dealt with the need for preventing
black-markets, the danger underlying the grant of bonus to holders of surplus
produce, and the distress that is caused by an increase in price to the low

ho form an overwhelming majority of consumers iu this

income groups w s

prevince.

“ We have to understand that the'millet consumaers forir more than
half the percentage of population only in four or five Districts and, the rest
in all the districts arc rice consumers. The control of rice supplies. is
therefore of cssential imjportance. We have further to remember that those
who sell in the black-mirket aré’only a small pumber of the population.
These owners of surplus produce parted with tbeu' surplus out of fear for the
¢ Adviser Government’. This sanction has . disappeared with the advent of

.
%,._;«

the Congress Ministries. Neither social conscivusness hus so awakened as to

take the place of this fear sanction and impel these surplus holders to heartily
co-operate in procurement plans. .Hc_)ardmg has increased, as c(')m'pm:ed with
the figures of last year in the districts of South Arcot and Trichinopoly,
In the district of Trichinopoly procurement of rice has decreased from
42,000 tons during the last year to 29,000 tons during the present year.

Our total production has been estimated as about 5 million tons.
At the rate of 13 lbs. per adult our requiremcat has been estimated as
6.8 millions. Allowing something for seeds, our deficit has been estimated
as about 2 million tons. The figures o_f total production can never be wrong
a8 they have been checked and examined by the Gove;nment of Madras,
On the basis of 12 Ozs. for non-owners of produce, the estimated requirement
will fall to about 4 million tons. This pught to be more thandample for the
requirements of the province. There. is therefpre no case fora reduction of
ihe rice ration from 12 to 8 Ozs. This reduction in the ralion is a clear
expression of the failure of Government :onda: sources of production

") the larger inteé@LQLQQD&mms- Two reasons have been given by the
Commissioner of Givil Supplies for this failure in procurement. The one is
the indifference and the selfishness of Village Food Committees. The other
is the self-interest and inefficiency of the producers’ societies who are given
monopoly powers of procurewment in acquiring the full quota.The—ministry

was warned that agencies which consist of the representatives of surplus

"\
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holders of produce will defeat the whole scheme of procurervent and that .

peoples’ committees should rigorously exclude .sellers of produce. This
advice was not however heeded. .

Let me now examine how far the grant of a bonus from State funds
to the sellers of produce as a reward is necessary for the success of
procurement. Most of these sellers are selling at the black-market at
increased prices which is more than the controlled price between 25 and
100 per cent. A bonus of Rs 1-8-0 for a bag of 2 waunds of rice will
hardly be an inducement to the black-marketeers to stop their ncfarious
practice. The high cost of living is mentioned as one of the reasons for the
grant of bonus. The receivers of bonus form an insignificant portion of the
population. There are” about 67 lakhs of Pattas in this provinge cultivating
about 275 lakhs of acres. The sellers of surplus produce can only be those
who have a surplus to sell after meeting the domestic and agricultural needs.
This class should at least be paying a land revenue of Rs. 50 and above.
Their number is no more than one lakh and 80 thousand and they cultivate
62 lakhs of acres. These thus form 2§ pev cent of the population cultivating
about 25 per cent ol the area. The remaining 973 per cent of the pattadars
cultivasing 75 per cent of the area will hardly get any benefit by the grant
of this bonus. We have also to note that the pattadars paying a land
revenue between Rs. 50 and Rs. 100 cannot all be solvent and afford to have
a surplus for sale. If we therefore take into consideration only the pattadars
who are paying a land revenue of Rs. 100 and above and who will form the
main class of sellers of produce, these cultivate about 14 per cent of the land
and form one per cent of the pattadars. Their number is 59,670 according
to the figures supplicd in the Government publication * Rural Droblems in
Madras” by S. Y. Krishnaswami. This number will be further less if we
calculate it only for rice-producing areas. The bonus therefore will only
enrich the rich who stand on the other hand in great need of being mopped
up of their surplus purchasing power in the interest of controlling the prices
of food commoditics and consumer goods. The bonus amount is not only to
be given to those who have hoarded but to all those who have supplied paddy
and rice since January last. A bonus of four annas per maund of rice has
been granted in April last by the present ministry. To this another 12 annas
is to be added now. It would amount to about 7 to 8 crores of rupecs in a

year on 18 lakhs of tons of rice to be procured and this huge sum should

either be paid by Government or the consumer. The consumer generally
buys about Rs. 2% worth of rice in a month and he will be paying a monthly
poll tax of 2} annas just to enrich about a lakh of landholders out of a total
of 62 lakhs of pattadars. This seems to be the food policy of the present
Government! It is a well known fact that the fundamental policy in this
country of consumers with low purchasing power should be to maintain the
price structure undisturbed as far as possible.  Why a poor man should be
asked to make a contribution for this handful of sellers of surplus produce is
un-understandable. You will find therefore that there is no justification
either for an increase in the bonus or the price for the consumer.

Another argument that is often repeated is that the bonus helps to

relieve the burden of excess cultivation charges. If it can be proved thab

the average owner cultivator finds it un-profitable to raise a food crop there

o

‘ a rise i .. but never for a bonus to a few sellers of
can be 4 a,ze fotzngi)z;sgfmcigzﬂfzstances should be considered in dealing with
Prgducel;, 3 z}lcultivation expenses. Recent surveys by economists have
this ﬁbg large number of owners of small and medium-sized holdings
shown tt &on? ‘re%md their past deb : save more than dulrlmg
have not . y Secondly cultivation expenses are higher in dry lands w lere
pre-we tlmtbs'be urchase’d and maintained and in lands under well cultiva-
c@ttle hﬁize N it 5}0111(1 be noted, are not paddy growing lands. Thirdly, the
tion. T feS?' :1 ;grvisi[lg and absentee owners who engage labour fpr all
6% penses Olh's 1pcosts are naturally bigh. This should not be the criterion
purposes at nigh Fourthly the real sufferer by cultivation expense is the
for fixing prices. as who has to buy and maintain cattle and implements.
tenant in pad?) a}fle her price never reaches the tenant class, Most of the big
The benefit 0% o ltgivators but rentiers. The argupnent therefore that a bonus
gv‘;nersta:faﬁ?st (1:'21ieving the burden of cultivation expenses cannot hold

elps to el

" top the black-markets, increase
- .oblems are how to stop the black-markets, X
’ tor pleie(;lt rle):iuce the price. May I appeal to this conference
the 1~:Lt|0n:’ awise decisions on these matters. _We are .tha,nkful to
:V(I) (Ei‘)m'f‘ K(zishnama,cha,ri for having agreed to presngel_%ver tt.h1s, conference
1 uladly invi i rour behalf to conduct its deliberations.
and I gladly invite him on your beha



PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

Mr. T. T. KRISHNAMACHARI.

There has been more talk of food than i
' hae _ of anything else duri
l;';ti]emi: cr}g::: , ;np othll:; tqountrﬁ l:]ut the position hnsyif e.ngything d:t:lr!;gmtt:g
I pulation and t ive i i isati
Fasther compTiontos The aon #nd. © progressive increase in urbanisation has

In Madras there hes been ial i i
rice millets or pulses in-spite of all tl?: (::Sf;;lizlrllsnz:)?;gc]t':dtl;)e Bchrmge ment
a8 the area undex: rice for 1944/45 still remains at about 56 lakyh ofvert‘lmm;:
is not tl_lat agriculturists are so foolish as not to bhe 1cute? ° 8010‘5- f
sugmenting their self-interest. Any survey of the acreage lundm:V i:z:vl?rlxgnot
during the past ten years will show how quick they are to adapt tgf\emselv:ﬂ
i(i ihze cl}lmugmg conditions of the demand for this product as during the year
lak/hs :; ;g tl};i};ienm:@ }:]uhmped' badly they reduced the acreage flr'oxlny 39
prpiiied AkNh8 which hag since risen to near the almost peak figure

The condition of the landles s

‘ . i s labourer is if anything wor

O{Thm c(;’unter_purt in urbzm. areas, The small landowger isbnotonslzggaﬁett::::
;) a8 where his fax‘ml.y provides the labour he perhaps is able with dil'ﬁctﬁty
o raise enough crops for his needs of food grains. He has no real surplus lc,ft

with which he could buy the other needs for life which have to he paid for in

g?gihcu?:lf :ghi;}l;xt }_mv? ristenktertibly steeply in price, not to spenk of his
i am livestock at economic pri i al i
either. ~ But he s hardly vocal. prices or agricultural implements

The most vocal class is the parasitical rentier or the bi g
has & large surplus for sale and is out to exploit the needs o? Lll::’ng(l)(x)llndtrw};g
coerce thg Qovernment to pay more prices dole out bonuses in c:xs)h and lfind
and obtain if possible even a remission in land rent while getting all attempt
at the levy of additional taxes like an income tax on his agriculbuml‘ inec(;rlr::
scotched. Mr_: Ramachandra Reddy of Nellore the chairman of that bod
called the Agrgcultura.l Chamber which he has himself created is n. roog
example of this class. And it is they that have made procurement well i' h
a failure helped by their friends on the political plane who have the temerligt
to demand a bonus of as much as Rs. 6 per maund of paddy. Some pfroc/ure}:
ment figures that have been placed in my hands for the districts of West and
East Godavary, Krishna, Guntur and Nellore where procurement of rice has
been this year about 42 thousand tons as against 62 thousand tons for the
same period last year will show how patriotic our landiord friends are.

While I condemn the pro-landlord mentality of the M ini
and feel that they have shown neither zeal iniL)i’ative or ene‘t(;;&io?::;s:;i
problems that are before them I must make an exception in the cnse of
Dr. Rajan who bas in spite of the handicaps of having to work with such a
team has shown that he js match for the unpatriotic and reactionary lot of
landlords and their political friends with whom he has to deal. While I am

5

doubtful that he will ultimately succeed, T must condemn the attempts to.
discredit him as a landlord while all know that as a professiongl man he could
make far more money than this hobby of his can give him. ﬁl‘bhe problems
before us are how to produce more food, how to procure the food grains that
are raised, how to distribute them, how to finance the deficit that has to be
met for imported foodgrains besides deciding what the consumer for whom
all this is done is to pay for his needs and how to provide him with the where-
withal for the purpose. It is such a huge problem that the rentier and tha
big landlord cultivator find only a small niche in this overall picture.

e A

I have no need to be an expert in Western Economics to draw the
attention of all concerned to the fact that the prices for the articles of human
ave intimately connected with wages and an interplay between these
e unchecked ends in a state of misery for all. (As I
big landowner with a large surplus produce to

necessity
forces if allowed to operat
gaid before the rentier and the oWl .
sell will beficht by Jarge increases in the price of agricultural produce and
also remain unaffected by the misery that an upward trend in prices will
cause to the millions of his fellow human beings, but his less fortunate
counterpart who lives on land will feel the eflects of such unchecked
price increase coming back to him as a boomerang in the shape.of an increase
in the prices of all his other needs much higher than what he himself gets for
his goods. Elt is time- we call a halt for this vicious movement in prices that

emall section of the people who have done little or

is of henefit to a very gection o
nothing to help to ease the food situation in the country)
The prices have to be stabilised at 160/170 points as compared with
1939 figures which the Central Pay Commission bas used as a basis for fixing
the wage structure of the country generally and this figure approximates to
the lower limit recommended by the Famine Commission which was 180/240.
The Governments, Provincial and Central will have to decide on the means to
bring down prices of all the necessities of life to this level even if it be by
gubsidies which is the only way of countering the inflationary trends that now
show no signs of starting on the downward curve, Price controls must be
reorganised and price administration _modermsed. In a generally deficit
economy there can be no question of going back to the halcyon days of the
business community and abolishing ‘all gontrols. With the economic apd™
social objectives, we have before us which will demand attention, now that the
foreigner is leaving we can never allow freedom for the exploiters to act.."This
fact needs no belief in ISMS but only a broad appreciation of the factors that
surround us and the goal that we have before us. The cry of the future of
the wage earner has fo be not so much for increased wages as for lower
prices. His experience in the past must have taught him that by the time his
agitation for increased wages results in & niggardly increase, the prices of his
necessities have more than offset the increase.
The Government must set up standards of production and must insist
on landowners having more than ten acres of lapd delivering a stated quantity
of food graius to the procurement agency and failure to do so unless adequately
. shed by the Government, taking over such land for

explained should be puni .
thg tilme being to bephanded over to somebody who can do better without any
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question of acquiring any permanent rights over it. There must be no
increase in food prices. Bonuses to producers should only be in kind and
even that in such & form as they cannot be 8old again in the market. Registra-
tion of all landless lahourers must be carried out so that an investigation into
their conditions of life might be undertaken, and production bonuses paid as
coupons translatable into some article should be paid to the landless labour
and to the small producers. The Agricultural department must be run on
realistic lines and should not be a means of experimenting with fads of
particular officers or particular ministers who might have dabbled at some
time of their lives in some branch of agriculture. TFurther augmentation of
the area under cash crop should be forbidden by a prohibitory ordinance
supported later by permanent legislation requiring the Government’s permis-
sion for such conversion. All these are only temporary palliatives. No
permanent cure is possible without a radieal change in the scheme of
landownership. We have to experiment with it and sce whether co-operative
cultivation by small owners or collectivist cultivation under the ownership of
the state or large farms privately owned but under Government regulation
will yield the best results. A)l these schemes will have to Lo explored,
I would suggest that as a first step the Government should take over all lands
belonging to trusts and charitable endowments and test out an experiment in
collectivist farming.

Meanwhile the public had better nnderstand that the land-owning
classes are powerfully entrenched in the provincial sphere as the Industrialist
and the Finance capitalists are at the Centre. The ery for lower prices and
rigorous procurements must be kept alive and above all the comynon man
must resist the temptation to join in the cry for the abolishment of controls
a8 a bad and corrupt administration of controls which we are experiencing
does not mean that there is o paradise waiting for us when conurols are
lifted or that in a deficit economy like ours we can do without it altogether.

As I have certain other engagements I request Mr. N. Ramakrishnan,
President, Chengleput District Congress Committee to preside and conduect
the business of the Conference.

MESSAGES TO THE CONFERENCE

The Secretary thereafter read messages to the confergnce.
Letter fro;n Hon'ble Dr. Rajendra Prasad to Mr. K. G. Sivaswany —

f Note ;——Thou?gh this letter was received earlier, we publish it as a
useful note). ¥

“ We had an informal Food Conference here on the 13th July and the:
Food Minister and the Food Secretary of Madras.had come to attend that;:].
'J“he food situation in Madras was thoroughly gone into between my Fé)o
Secretary and the Food Minister of‘ Madras. I have a.l-ways been oppose tﬁ
any rise in the price of paddy and I pa,d resisted the (}emand from :filr'nogt 31
prévinces for rise in price. Dut it seems that circumstances ‘gxqe The
Ministry in Madras to make this announcement about a rise in puce.t. efz
food situation is so critical that the Ministry succgmjbed to the tempta' ion ot
announcing v rise in price in the hope that this will improve the procurement
and shus avert the crisis. If it does succeed in improving the pro}clzulderqeu(;
it will be a blessing though I very much fear that it will not havtlt tz esire
effect. 'The Ministry were also pressed by a number of M. Lil s to agree
to the rise in price. It is no use now finding fault with 1t as.the :rmnouncg-
ment has been made and we cannot go back upon it. I hope ?xgﬁly (l)net_ n
Madras will help in the procuremnent because t_hereln only lies the s:; vation
We cannot expect to have greater lmports and although some

Oiol\vli;(g:;s'have promised extra quoti fur relief of Madras .apd Borqbay, yet
b Tadras helps itself, it will not be able to avert the crisis. It 1s there-
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?(;ﬂe; qunecessmry that everyone should forget the past and try his utmost to see

that the province is able to meet its rationing liabilities and avert any break-
dolwn in their rationing system and I am sure you will give the fulles(;ﬂ

cooperation in this.”
: 1, Chairm modity Price Advisory
Letter from Mr. D. B. Gadg:l, ({'hazrz{zan, Commoc :
Board C;overﬁf:nmt of India and Managing Director The Gokhale Institute of
Politics and Economics, Poona 4 :—

«“1 am extremely glad you are taking up this question of pressure
and prices. Until there is a thorough examination of the procedures by

[ s . .
B ases are sponsored and succeed, there is little

which agitations for price increases ;
hope of maintaining any stability in our economy "

Food Situation in South Kanara
By '
B. SupANNA Sugrry, Karnatak Secretary, Squth Indian Federation of
' Agricultural workers Unions.
on made to the Hon. Minister for Food
on 15th July 1947

ituation i v d unless
he food situation in South Kanara has become very grave an
promptrl;t;:psoz;)re taken, the tragedy of the Bengal Famine will be re-enacted

here in all its horrors.

Copy of representati
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The total stock of rice in the district now will barely suffice for two -

weeks on the reduced ration of 8 Oz. per adult, and the prospects of imports
are fast receding to vanishing point.

Our district was never self-sufficient. Our yield used to last us enly
nine months. To add to this the crop last year suffered heavily owing to
heavy rains and floods with the result that our yield has been about twenty
five percent below normal. :

Out of this reduced yield six thousand tons were loaned to Malabar,
but only one thousand five hundred tons out of thie quantity have been returned
go far. All other means of augmenting our stock have been fully exploited.
Procurement to the last grain has been done. Ryots and cultivators have
been promised ration cards and their vice stock has been seized.  Still not
even a fraction of deficit is made up. 8 Oz ration is also seriously
affecting the work of the agricultural labour. Slow starvation may be said
to have already begun and at amy time we may hear actual deaths due to
starvation, .

So, within the next few days the situation will completely get out of
control. Even such a surplus area like the Coondapoor Tuluk in the District
has only three weeks stock since seventy thousand muras of rice were taken
away to Mangalore recently.

I therefore, appeal in the name of humanity to the food ministers of
of the Provincial and Central Goveinments to realise the gravity of situation
and come to our rescue and thus avert the impending catastrophe.

II
Letter, dated 29th July 1947 tv Mr. K. G. Sivaswamy

“ Gome agriculturist tepants have died in Coondapur Talnk due to
diarrohes and some others arve suffering from Cholera in Udipi taluk.  This
is due to unwholesome foods. Kvery tenant in the district is given oniy 8 oz.
of rice. Most of the agricultural tenants are not given ration cards although
the cultivation was over some 15 days back. Rice stock to the last grain has
been taken away by officers from the houses of agricultural ftenants. Most
of the agricultural tenants in the district are suffering from diarrolica,
Although 1 talked twice in the District Food Committee meeting, the
District Collector did not take action for the immediate distribution of rice
ration cards to the agricultural tenants in this connection. I vequest you to
inform this fact to the concerncd minister at Madras and arrange for the
immediate distribation .of rice ration cards to agriculiural tenints of this
district. No use of appointing Zamindais and landlords as memiers of the
Provincial Food Advisory Committee, We don’t find our representations
either in provincial or District Food Cominittees. Although Government
promised to give 10 oz. of millets over and above 8 oz. of rice, millels are
not given to our card holders in this district in rural avens till yesterduy.
Our rice stock Will last till 15th August. The procurement figures given to
Revenue Board by District officials is incorrect. . They have been able to
procure only 54 thousand toms of rice this year. The population of our
district is 22 lakhs nccording to present total. The /policy of the present
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Government has hit hard the agriculturist tenants of our district. Althm{é’h
1 sent an appeal to our food minister some 15 days bagk I have not.beeft able
to get a reply. I had been with him in Trichy Jail"in T940 ‘S‘atyagraha
movement. e has completely forgotten the congress workers.

Secretary, Malabar Kisan Sangham, Chalapuram Post,

Malabas 1s admittedly a deficit District and as such the Government
should have taken effective measures for proper procurement and intensifyin
the Grow More Food Campaign. But unfortunately they have fonowgd E
most unhelpful attitude in regard to procurement as well as food production
So far as procurement is concerned, they have not touched the big Iandlords.
Yor if only all the available surplus in the hands of a few big Jenmais haé
heen procured, they would have been able to realise more than se\;ent
thousand tons of rice. It will be seen from Government report itself tha};
they have been able to procure in the year 1945-46 only seventy thousand
tons leaving one lac tons unprocured in the hands of big landlords enabl‘in ;
them to sell it in the black market. Instead of procuring from the bié
landlords they have put poor peasants to hardships by 't;’king away everg
grain of paddy in their hands without leaving anything for their domestig
consumption, That is why we suggest in the resolution on procurement
that the peasants must be allowed to pay their vent in cash and that the
available surplus in the hands of the peasants be directly delivered in the
Co-operative Stores so that the paddy does not go into the godowns of
landlords from where it may find its way into the blackmarket, .

' Regarding food production on an intensive scale to supplement the
meagre resources of Malabar our suggestion is to intensify the Grow More
Food Campaign of the Government which is now only on paper. The
Government has not only not encouraged the Grow More Food Campa;i nin
Malabar but has put obstacles in ils way. It is estimated that there are %nore
than one lakh of acres of waste lands in Chirakkal Taluk alone. And in

~ Kurumbranad Taluk there are twenty thousand acres of waste lands known as

Koothali Kstate belonging to the Goveinment, in one compact area The
peasants had come forward to-cultivate these waste lands but the Govelznment
have denied every facility. Not only that, recently the peasants in Chirakkal
Taluk had planted 10,000 tapioca seedlings in.Mangatparamba which is in
the legal possession of the peasants, they having already paid Rs.29-10-0, as
tax in October last. TFurther there are 18,000 tapioca plants ready,fof
hatvest in the same area. On 15th July 1947 the Joint Magistrate of
Tellicherry passed an exparte order without any provocation, prohibiting an

fresh * Agricultural activities ”’ or entry into the fenced area for any pu’ii (os)e’
including the harvesting of the tapioca crop planted last year. On the f5th
of July a batch of forty M.8.P. men went to the area and removed all the
recently planted 10,000 tapioca seedlings. The matter was represented to
Hon’ble Mr. K. Madhava Menon, Minister for Agriculture and to Hon'bl

Mr. Kala Venkata Rao, Minister for Land Revenue. Mr., Madhava Men ;
told us that the Joint Magistrate was perfectly justified in ordering removalm;
the 10,000 seelings though we referred him to the Government Press No:

dated 2-6-'47 extending concessions for Grow More Food Campai ;
“ gxempting technical infringement of irrigation rules” and guara.n‘tgeixgxg

2
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* non-destruction of forfeited crops on encroachments”. We also told him’
that the peasants were in legal possession of the plot. Dut he said that if the
peasants were allowed to cultivate this year also they would claim the land
as a matter of right. We represented to him thit the Government
could have levied fresh tax for the seedlings planted and could have given
notice to the peasants not to cultivate the area after the present crop which
might be ready next year was harvested. The food rituation is serious and
in view of this critical situation Government could have stayed its hands for
the present and allowed people to grow more food. But in spite of all the
pleadings the Minister for Agriculture was adamant and would not like
discussing the question. That is how the Minister for Agriculture views
intensification of food production in Malabar,

If only the Government had really wanted to supplement the meagrs
food resources in Malubar, they could have given ficilities for cultivating
vast extent of cultivable waste land in possession of the Government as well
as compelled the landlords to give their lands for cultivation according to the
recommendations -of the Kutty Krishna Menon Committee, The Kutty
Krishna Menon Committee had recornmended that all available land must be
cultivated either by the jenmis within a fixed period or the same must be
granted to the peasants by the Collector for cultivation. This recommend-
ation was made when there was no food scarcity in Mnlabar. Now when
there is food famine the Government does not carve to implement these
recommendations, The Agricultural Minister's contribution to * Grow More
Food " is his defence with a gusto of the destruction of food crops in Malabar.

EFFECTIVE PROCUREMENT

(1) The Conference realises that procurement of paddy was a failure i
Malabar due to defective methods, According to official figures, total
production of rice is 3,62,820 tons; producers requirements 1,66,381 tons,
seed requirements 24,860 tons leaving a procurable surplus of 1.71,579 tons
of rice, Of this only 68,507 tons was procured in 1944-45 and 70,372 tons
in 1945-46. This means that the Government has not been able to procure
even half the procurable surplus, thus leaving over one lakh tons with the
landlords for black market sales.

This Conference therefore requests the Government to take the
following steps to make the procurement successful.

1. Immediately publish the quantities of paddy procured from.t.ha
big land-lords. This will help the people to know how much is left with
jand-lords and they can help the Government in tracing the land-lords’ hoards.

2. Enforce payment of rent in cash to the land-lord. By this the
gource of blackmarket can be rooted out. Even according to the existing
law the temant is not bound to pay his rent in kind. The only thing the
Government need do is not to employ the Malabar Special Police to collect
the rent of the land-lord.

3, Seek the co-operation of the people in tracking the blackmarket

and not penalise those who intercept contraband paddy and take them to the
stores as has been doue in collusion with blackmarketeers and land-lords.
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GROW MORE FOOD

This Conference understands that the policy of the Government with
regard to food production has been most unhelpful and destructive. The
recent destruction of 10000 tapioca plants in Mangatparamba in North
Malabar is an instance of the policy pursued by the Government. Last
October the peasants paid Rs. 29-10 0 as tax for cultivating the waste langd
(Govt. waste) called Mangatparamba where 18000 plants of tapioca are
standing veady for harvesting. 'The freshly planted 10,000 plants of tapioca
have been destroyed by the M.S.P. under orders from the Joint Magistrate
without any provocatton, inspite of the Government Press Note dated
9nd July 1947, guarenteeing ‘non-destruction of forfeited crops in
encroachment .

This Conference therefore calls upon the Government to discontinye
s policy of destruction of food crops and immediately take the following
steps to intensify food production.

1. Immediately make available for cultivation all Government
waste including 20,000 acres of Governement waste known as Koothali
Jistate in Kurumbranad and 300 acres in Chirakkal taluk known as

Mangatparamba.

2. Implement the recommendations of the Kutty Krishna Menon
Oomnittee, re. Punam lands.

(a) Fix the rent of the Punam land at double the land revenue (the
4»x to be paid by the landlozd) ,

(b) All punam lands in the hands of the Jenmis must be brought
wader cultivation either by the Jenmi or the same must be given for

eultivation.

REMOVE CORRUPTION IN THE CO-OPERATIVE
SOCIETIES

Due to corruption and nepotism there is widespread disstissfaction
against the Co-operative Sovieties vyluch are the procurement and rationing
agency in Malabar. The Socicties have made huge profits and it is learnt thag

blackmarket is rampant.

The Conference therefore suggests the following steps to the Govern.
ment to root out corruption.

1. Elected directorate as well as elected secretary for Societies.

2. Elected village Food Committees with statutory powers to check
plackmarket.
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S. Sambasivam—Saofetdry Tamsinad 8.1.F.A. W.U;, -

“Unable to attend C
. . GConde : .
Rajan. Wish success ,confne]rI:nf:Zlvs'e; propaganda against Doctor

v . .
Naraumhaswamz—-—Sccrctary, S.I.F.A. W.U, North Vizag

‘“ Arrived late at Mad i
’ : Madras owing to the late arri ) '
Sufferings terrible in North Vizag owing tl;)wf? onofr'&?c:gqyt& Hoal

General. Secretar
ry  S. 1. Ry. .
(No. 423) :— Yo Workers Union, Qolden Rock

‘ “I give below my per : .
and elow 1ny personal experience of witnessi L
hoaré)iz:ldgd)l’lugfili%smf Il{“;’lme District. There are b?gtﬁ?fz‘mggaisewvl;“ag?a
in geveral places with the kn, of paddy and selling at the Bluck Market rate
An immediats ot it t ;J) nowledge of several local Government gi -ra‘lte
the food stuffs qp 18 0 be tuken to comb village after villa 1 oficials.

stufls. Same is the case in Trichy and Madura Disﬁsc&n npentth

A new kind of‘diseas i '
willa . j _disease 18 prevalent to padd i
won;g]:sa:é gan]ore Dijstrict and the crop are be[i)ng g&tzzloﬁzvln ll)nOSt it
brought to tg Kuruvai crops are cut at the root by rats 'R’l d z;;kmd o
Aoty Agriec;llct)f;l::l t:x;l;etCsntraY and Provincial Govémmer?tn Bwto:tlx?:e :;
_ rts to save the cro siti
the coming year will be still more worse tharn It)hzr ;:Ziigﬁz )f:::dn position. for
'ears,

Regarding the fixation of rations, I beg to offer my suggestion
8

(1) The capitalists and men

) ) The c : over Rs. 500 i

E}l’gen on(;y 6 Oz. rice and hard working manual labz)lilor!:af-];ly mclzome W
ps and paddy fields should be allowed 12 Oz " employed in Work-

. (2) Tl;e habitual eaters of mi i
instead of rice being supplied as at pr:;:elxii.ts "hould be supplied che s,

(8) Chief varieties of cloths in 4 i
L cl cubits of i ;
fl;c?.lg,byards sarees and shirting cloth rnngingofrgl;?t«iez; 2toc‘éblm owels
'theu A e arranged for the use of working class, since the 51; i as. per yard
: villages are (,)f finer quality and costly. The hand 1 pply received in
also be controlled.” X oom clothes should

President, Cotmbatore District Textile Workers' Union :

success.”

President, The South M S
Union :— adras Electric Supply Corporation Employres’

4 Fooa production cannot be maintai i
(ollowing thres conditions are satinhe. intained at optimum level unless the

that after meeting all t
cess, the balance of produce sh

consolidated for co-operative

6" .
Mr, K. P. Thiruvenkatam will attend the conference. Greetings and
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1. A living wage for the tiller of the»soil and a permanent place of

restdence.
2. Security of service. .
3. The price structure of essential articles for sustenance should

be controlled.

e a living wage the present method of cultivation should be

To ensur
Lease and Pannai system should be abolished.

recognised thoroughly.
Varam system should be alone enforced.

ective responsibilities and expenditure should be so determined
he expenses of cultivation including kist and water
ould be equally divided between the owner of
the soil and the actual cultivator Only 5 acres of land form a unit of
cultivation and no- clutivation should be given more than one unit for

cultivation.

The resp

ce should be fixed and controlled by the state so

The price of the produ
the land controlled at the price level

a5 to ensure 4% dividend on the value of
obtaining at 1938—1939.

¢ holdings of ryots which own below 15 acres should be
farming with an extent of 50 to 100 acres as a
unit. Co-operative farming should be enforced by law. Small-scale
land mortage banks should be started to extend credit facilities to cultivators

only.

Uneconomi

Cattle insurance must be provided for.

Every cultivator should be provided with a permanent place for his

residence.

or is liable to be dismissed upless for satisfactory reasons

guch as gross negligence, preach of faith, incapacity to work. The siate

ghould immediately take steps not only to check the tendency to inflation, but

must control the price structure of all commodities actually required for
Immediate scheme, say a 15 year plan for

cultivation and feeding of cattle. . '
extending electric power to reach almost all the villages in the province.

No cultivat

Finally I once again pray God that the conference will be a success in

one and all respects.’

Hand Loom Weavers Union, Koranad, Mayavaram :—
onus and high price. The ration for richer
d increaged for poorer classes. We support all

Secretary,
We are opposed to b

: hould be reduced an ' .
classes sh f oloth and preventing black markets both in

the résolutions for control o

food and cloth.
President, Tanjore District Congress Committee :—

Wish conference suCcCcess.
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R. Srintvasamurthy, President, The Andlira Provincial Palmyra .-

Jaggery Industrial Labour Union, Tanuku :— . .

* Whereas our Province is in shortage of 1

] ge of sugar and whereas
lakhs of toddy tappers are deprived of their profession with the introducs:(:ix::
of prohibition, this conferencevo..ppeals to the Congress Ministry to encourage
;}:i Eﬁ:ufa:t%re of ]palmyr:. ]agﬁery which can be easily refined into sugar
: provide employment to the tappers who have b "
Wishing Conference success. PP ° een. uaemployed ™

South Indian Vedar Kula Villsars' Association, Pera
. 0 r '
Ponnert Talug agricullurists’ association :—  Perambur and

Wishing Coference all success. We are sending Me

i . ssrs. C. P l
and' Chengalroyan a8 delegates of this association gnd Ponneri efll‘zﬁlul':
-Agriculturists Aseocigtion respectively.

T. Ramaswams Asyangar, Secretar
. nas ) y, The Non-Gazetted Gov ,
Ofiicers’ Association, Madura-Cum-Eamnad A d Government

Wishing Conference all success.

Mr., Y. V. Krishna Rao, Joint' Secretary, Andhra Provinc
Assoctation, Bezwada i—Wishing conference sgécess. ovincial Byols

Secretary, Kisan Congress, Mayavaram :— Wishing all succees to the
conference.

Harijan 4ssociation; 7 Ritchse Street, Narasingapuram, Mount Road
Madras :—Wishing conference success, sending Mr. P. Selvanathan, '

President, Tamtinad Kisan Sabha, Tanjore :—Wishin :
success, myself attending—Mr. V. Bhuvarahan. Y ng conference

My, L. Sundararaja Iyengar, Secretary, S.I.F.A.W. Ryalaseema :— -

I heartily associate myself with your object of demonstrating the
public feeling against the worsening situation of reduced rations, bigh ;rices
and widening black markets. It is regretable that the ministry whose first
duty is to tackle the food problem including the grow more food scheme
is more interested in the evolving of the constitution at Delhi than serioual;
solving the serious food problem, Either the Government is in favour of
vested interests or afraid of same, as procurement 8o far done is mostly from
those poor producers who have not enongh to feed themselves and spare.
The officers invariably launch prosecutions against the poor. The big land-
holders are asked by officers ‘‘ please share as much a8 you can ",

A
I am one with H, E, the Governor that not an ounce surplus of grain
should be left more with the producer. How this should be done is the
problem. The only honest method to find out the actual surplus with the
producer is to actually measure his stock. This no doubt is a stupendous
task involving large expenditure over the necessary stafl. More than this we
must be assured of getting honest stafl as well. ‘ :
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I am of opinion that there is much need for the cooperation of non-.
officials in achieving this object. It isnot by abolishing the food committees,
ag contemplated by the Government, that the object can be fulfilled but by
thoroughly overhauling the committees 1n such a way that men of character
are elected to the various committees to cooperate with the officials 1n
tackling the food problem. I earnestly appeal to the Government not to

abolish the food committees in a light-hearted maunner.”

L. S. Subbarayaoz; 18 Poli Narayana Pillai'Street,” Chidambaram :—
High price for food should be reduced. -

Mr. T. Sundara Rau Naidw, B.4., B.L., Mayor, Madras Corporation :—

%1 am sorry I am unable to attend owing to prior engagements.
Please excuse we. Butl tully identify myself with the aims and objects of
the Conference, and hereby send you my best wishes. ’

It is true we rejoice very much over the achievement of Indepen-

But SWARAJ will have no meaning to the masses of the people,
unless the Government are able to provide them with
life food, clothipg and houses, at & reasonable price.

The Governmens need the advice and guidance of enlightened public
opinion in handling this difficult problem and I have no doubt the Conference

will offer constructive and faithful suggestions in this behalf.
Once again wishing the conference all success.”

2t ‘S. " D&vanayagaiyak’ M.L.A. 100 Sannids street, Tirupa-

pultywr i—
Wishing conference success.

.dence. .
por democracy survive,
the basic requirements of

Unable to attend as I.am startihg for

Ceylon. \
President, the SI.R. E

« T ggsure you that o
with you and with the G
ar hardships in the mat
lgewhere.”

u Vivasayigal Sangam, Ramnad District :—

vacuee Employers’ Assoctation, Trichinopoly :—
ur Association will do all that is possible to
erate overnment o help in solving these problems.
%f’;’gher o ter- of rice ration and clothings are same in
_ this place as @

Aindu Natt
Wishing ‘Conference success.
President The Cotmbatore Dist. Salavas Tozhilalar

~

@G. Ramaswanly,
Sangam :—
This union wholeheartedly supports the draft resolutions of the

the ration for the richer class and increase it for the

ference to lower 5 !
f:;:mml Jabour class and to put down black marketing at any cost.

R. Gopalan, Secretary Hotel workers’ Ungon, Tanjore :—

Wishing conference success.

Mr. K. S. Gopalaswams, President Karur Textile Workers' Unton i—

Wishing conference success.
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Mr. A. Ramaswamy, President, The Negapatam Municipal Dull-

Collector’s Association :— , ’

The chief reason for black markets are the rationing ofticers them-
selves. It isa case of the crop hedges destroying the crops. Under such
circumstances it is impossible to expect honesty among the lower staff.
Essential articles are not available in public ration shops but hotels and clubs
get them in plenty. The need of the hour is a committee of honest public
workers who should be backed by goverment. The rations should be
increased to 16 Ozs, and mill cloth whatever remains should be again

distributed on coupons.

Mr. S. Subramanian, Secretary, The Salem District Compounders’

Association ' —

Wishing conference success. ‘‘ Especially the middle and labour clags
people suffer much for want of proper food and their health deteriorating day
by day. I may suggest a * Diet Committee ” which would suggest ways
‘and means to improve the foad problem so that every man gets the requisite
food for every day life. I also suggest that this committee shall consist of
medical men as well, including theeSurgeon General with the Government of
Madras who shall be the chairman of the Committe .

Mr. R. Subbarayan, President Harijan Sevak Sangh, Shiyals :—
Wishing conference success.

The Rajapalayam Handloom Weavers' Congress :—
Wish success for the conference.

Mr. R. S. Sankariar, Retired District « Sessions Judge, Ooty . —

: 1. No rationing officer or higher authority shall suspend, cancel or
reduce the supply of rationed articles to an authorised Hotel Keeper, without
a judicial enquiry regarding alleged malpractices for which any such action is

proposed to be taken.

2. Where such a public hotel keeper is running a lodging and
boarding house, the authority proposing to take action on a proved mal-

practice, shall before reducing or suspending or cancelling supplies, first
consult the needs of such permanent Boarders and Lodgers, and provide them

with food in another suitable hotel or hotels, before imposing such a punish-

ment on the hotel keeper.

\)\ -
o ,

/
RESOLU TIONS.
Mr. N. Ramakrishnan presided in the absence of
Mr. T. T. Krishnamachari.

1. Whegeas an overwhelming majority of peasant owners have little
surpluses to sell; another substantial majority of producers (tenants and
Tabourers) are also purchasers of food grains during parts of the year, and -
are therefore more keen about a lower price, whereas the benefit of i)onus
reaches mainly the big non-cultivating owners of land who stand more in
need of being mopped up of their surplus purchasing power by way of
agricultural income tax, than for any addition to it for meeting the present
conts of living, whereas any assistance to the cultivator can reach only by

_subsidising agricultural requisites as seeds and manures and not at all

through bonus and price, whereas a large number of owners of surplus
paddy have already sold it without any inducement of a bonus, and to give
retrospective eflect for it is a gratuitous waste of public funds, whereas
sanction of periodical bonuses only whets the appetite of holders of surplus
produce to further hoard in ‘the hope of making a greater profit, this
conference condemns the policy of bonus for surplus holders of paddy. ’

_ 2. In as much as. price is a primary cohtibuting factor to famines in
the Indian economy owing to the existence of a large number of consumers;
with little purchasing power, and as increased price may defeat ra,t’io'uing byf
driving the poorer classes to reduce their consumption of cereals and tol
substitute cheaper and unhealthy foods in -their pla.be, this conferencs
condemns the present policy of the Government of increasing the consumer
price and appeals to them to immediately retrace their steps and not to
enforce this increase, ‘

3. This conference condemns all devices of evasion by the Govern-
ment of Madras of theﬁm;_jg?_ggmmweovemment of India such
@ payment of a higher price for low sor: paddy. '

4. This conference draws the attention of the mer y '
Madras legislature to the fact that public opinion is strongly :;:ilestoiitle;:
the grant of bonus or higher price to owners of surplus produce, and a.rise in
price for the oonsumer, and urges them to recommend during the next
session of the legislature the stopping of any increase in the price of rice to
the consumer, and the grant of any more. bonus or higher price for the
owners of surplus produce.

5. This conference emphasises the great harm done to rationing by

utterances of responsible men and the announcements of the Go¥ernment of
Madras about decontrol which only tend to more hoarding by landholders
and tradgrs, and urges the Government to declare firmly its policy of
maintaining controls so long as the supply position does not improve,

6. {a) This conference regrets that not only no action has been

taken on the ministers’ conference resolution passed in August 1946
Poona.that ‘ the land available for cultivation should be distribut%d by propzf-

regulation such as licensing between various crops needed by the community

and in the required proportion’, but there has been absolutely no control .

.even over the change-over from existing food grain crop areas to non-food-

grain crop areas. It therefore urges Government to enact the Decesgary
legislation providing for special permits in sach cases. ’
3 -
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(5) This conference further recommends that the Government
should declare a target figurefor the change.over from non-food-grain to
food-grain crops and reach it within a defined period. )

7. This conference urges Government to grant s higher ration of
food-grains in municipal towns for low income groups and a lower ration for
those getting an annual income of Rs. 2,000 and above.

8. This conference urges Government to control not merely food
grains but all essential food articles as grams and pulses, milk, fish and
mutton. ’ :

9. This vonference urges the Government to introduce state farming

or collective farming for maximum food production in the lands under its.

control or management as those of temples and mutts and the like and new
project lands and waste lands.

10. This conference wutges that co-operative organisations for

procurement should exclude sellers of surplus produce either as owners of
lands or as traders, and that consumers’ societies should exclude non-
copsumers from their directorate, It further urges that share capital should
not be more than a rupee for each member fnd that qualification for
~ director should be the quantity of purchases he makes from a store.

11. This conference urges a four-fold programme to prevent black:
markets—

(a) Deterrent and exemplary punishments for big owners of surplus
produce dealing in black-markets ; ' ~ '

_(b) an snti-hoarding drive and a campaign on a united front of it
political parties; and S

(c) full publicity by Government of the quota of grains that ought
to be delivered by big landholders ;

(d) procurement by State staff. -
12. Thi's "conference urges Government to reconstitute its food
advisory committees in the following ways :—

+(a) -Village Food Committees to be replaced by Firka Committees
which should be consulted about the assessment of surpluses.

(b) District Committees and Provincial Committees to be retained
and the Taluk Committees to be abolished.

(¢) All Food Committees should mainly represent small producers
(as owners, tenants, and lahourers) and consumers and representation $o
#urplus sellers of produce should be restricted to a third of the total number.

18. (a) Subsidising agricultural requisites only for cultivators.

o (b) Stay of eviction of labourers and tenants from house sitos
and of tenants from lands in both Zamindari and Ryotwari areas. '

. (o) Divisional wage boards for deciding agricultural wage
disputes. : )

‘Congress, and the Communist Party.
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(d) Maximum vrents to be notified as in Bombay as one-fourth
for irrigated lands and one-third for dry lands, land revenue to be paid by .
landholders and water-rate by tenants. )

. ‘ (¢) Abolition of Zamindaris within a specified date and subject to
protection of sub-tenants under ryots. |

(f) Immediate reduction of- rents of ryots in Zamindari areas to
the prevailing land revenue rates in adjoining areas.

i (g) (1) Cancellation of debts (2) Control of loans and rate of
interest, and (3) exemption from attachment of materials for husbandry
and food grains necessary for the maintenance of the family till the nexs
harvest in the case of cultivating owners, tenants and labourers.

14. This conference condemns the policy of decontrol regarding cloth.
It is of opinion that control over textile mill production” and- distribution
requires to be more tightened and that black-marketeers should be given
exemplary punishment in law. It urges Government to step up production
in mills by providing for joint committees and better living conditions for
workers, including the fixing of minimum wages. It also urges that hand-
gpinning in rursl areas should be promoted on a’ systematised plan. on a
gelf-sufficiency basis and without resort to amy coercive methods’ for its

ievelopment.

 15. This conference approves the following constitution for a
Provincial People’s Food Council whose object shall be ‘the promotion of
food production and & sound cousumer economy in the prévince. ‘

(@) (1) One representative each for agricultural labour, tenants and
small owners to be elected by Tawmilnad, Andhra, Kerz_a.la,j and Ka,r‘a,nata,k
Kisan Sabhas, four representatives of the South Indian Federation of
Agricultural Workers' Unions, and one representative of.Kisan Congress
from each language area to be appointed by the Provincial Congress
Committees. - )

(2) One representative of the All-India Scheduled Castes
Pederation for each language area. . _ o
(8) All representatives of Scheduled Castes in the Legislative
Assembly and Legislative Council. :
(4) One representative of N. T, U.C.,, AL 7. U.C. and a
representative of Industrial Labour from the Labour sections of the
Provincial Congress Committees. '
(5)' All representatives of Trade Unions in- the Madras

" Legislative Assembly.

(6) One representa.tiire each for each Chamber of Commerce
having jurisdiction over not less than a language area, -

(7) One representative of each of the Municipalities of Madras,

‘Trichinopoly, Coimbatore, Bezvada, Cocoanads, and Vizagapatam and the

Corporation of Madras.

(8) Two representatives of the Muslim ILeague, Tamilnad
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(9) One tepreient;tive of the bigger landholders for each - .

language area to be selected by the Provinéial Congress Committeer, and
(10) Any three to be co-opted by these representatives.

(b) The annual membership fee for each representative is Re. 25 in
the case of organisations anfl Rs. 12 in the case of individuals which shall be
paid in advance, o R

(c) There shall be a whole time Secretary for the Council.

(d) The Committee shall issue a periodical Bulletin on food
questions,

' (¢) The Committee shall elect its own president and vice-president.

(/) Until this constitution is brought into being, this conference
elects Me. T. T. Krishnamachari as President and Mr. K. G. Sivaswamy and
Mr. V. P. Srinivasah as Secretaries and appoints the following other
members of the Committee :—

Mr. T. T. Krisbnamachari (President).

» K. G Sivaswamy, .
» V. P. Srinivasan, }(Seoretsnes).

» T. G. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar (Deputy Mayor).

» R. Venkataraman (Tamilnad Labour Section).
» P. R. K, 8arma M.1.C. .
~» T. K. Srinivasaier {President, District Congress Cowmmittee.

Tanjore).

» N. Ramakrishnan (President, District Congress Comuuittes,
Chingleput). .

» P. Selvanathan (Harijan Sangh, Madras).

» R, Kuppuswami, M.L.a.

» M. Kanniappan, M.L.A., *
w N. 8. Varadachari; M.1..a.
» T. 8. Ramanujam.

» - P. Ramamurthy,

» V. Bhuvarahan,

» Mtr. K, B, Menon.

» 8. A. Rahim,

+» N. Somayajulu.

» C. V. Rajagopalachari. -

» 8. Krishnamurthy, :
» G. Brinivasaraghavachari;
» Y. V. Krishna Rao with power to co-opt.

Mr. K. G. Sivasviamy proposed the vote of thanks.
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NAMES OF SPEAKERS ON THE RESOLUTIONS

Resolutions 1, 2, 8,5 and 8 proposed by Mr. N. 8. Varadachari, M.1.4.
Secretary, Congress Legislative Party, and seconded by Mr. K. G. Sivaswamy,
President, South Indian Federation of Agricultural Workers Unions.
‘Objected to by Mr. K. N. Subramaniam. Passed one dissenting. ‘

‘ Resolution 4 proposed by Mr. R. Venkataramafn President Tamilnad
Congress Labour Section, seconded by Mr. C. V. Rajagopalachari .Congress
representative North Arcot District and supported by Mr. 8. A. Rahim of the
Congress Socialist Party. Objected to by Mr. A. R. V. Achar, Member,
Jorporation of Madras. Passed one dissenting.

Resolutions 6 and 7 proposed by Mr. P. R. K. Sarma M.L.C. President
of the National Trade Union Congress Tamiln'ad and sec_onded by Mr.
P. Selvanathan Secretary Madras Harijan Association. Unanimously passed.

Resolution No. 8 proposed by Dr. K. B. Menon and seconded by Mr.
Manavala chowdry, B.A. B.L., Passed unanimously.

Resolution No. 10 proposed by Mr. Mohan Kumaramangalam Secrefary
Madras Communist Party and seconded by Mrs. Kamalammal (Ex-Memb

of Ration Advisory Committee, Saidapet). ngx‘/

lution No. 11 proposed by Mr. V. Bhuvma.ha,n President Tami
nad KiE::io Sabha' and se[():onded by Mr. S. Krishnamurthy Secretary Madras
Civil Liberties Union. Passed unanimously.

Resolution No. 12 proposed by Mr. V. Bhuvarahan President Tamil-

i ¥ i ' tary Andhra
d Kisan Sabha and seconded by Mr. Y. V. Krishna Rao Sect:g ‘
?’a;‘ovirlic?al Ryots Associatiod and supported by Mr. R. Sriramamurthi,

Tanuku. Unanimously carried. : .
i i aul Secretary of All
Resolution No. 14 proposed by Mr. Simon Paul
India Trade Union Coungress, Madras and seconded by Mr. Santhanam of the
Communist Party. Passed unanimously.
Resolution No. 15 proposed by Mr. V. P Srinivasan and seconded by
Mr. K. G. Sivaswamy. Uninimously carried. ‘



&)

APPENDIX I,

Statement circulated to the Provincial Food Advicory Commattee by
the Government of Madras on the 10th August 1947,

The Proviuce has always been depending upon imports of rice, milleta,
wheat and wheat: products to meet its requirements. The size of the imports
each year depended generally upon the size of the production of the several
crops. After controls over movements of foodgrains were introduced in 1943,
it also depended upon allotments made by the Government of India from
surplus area and imports from overseas and the availability of supplies.

The average quantities available for consuniption during the,- thras
periods were as follows :—

Pre-war average: 4,824,672 tons of rice; 3,464,070 tons of millets;
65,748 tons of wheat, making a total of 8,354,490 tons.

Average of war years: 4,751,455 tons of rice, 3,227,088 tons of
millets 61,024 tons of wheat, making & total of 8,089,567 tons. .

Average of Post-war Years—4,546, 938 tons of rice; 2,145,266
tons of millets ; 152,296 tons of Wheat making a total of 7,844,520 tons.

Since 1943 imports of foodgrains into the Province have not been fres
and have been arranged under what are called the ‘‘Basic Plans” of the
Government of India. Under these plans, the Government of India allot
fixed quantities of several foodgrains—rice, paddy, wheat, wheat products,
millets and maize, barley, red gram, black gram, Bengal gram and green
gram—taking into account the surpluses available in the surplus provinces

of India and the imports anticipated from overseas and with reference to the
size of the deficits in deficit provinces.

Owing to several unfavourable seasonal factors, the food situation i
the last Kbari‘f year (lst November 1945 to 30th October 1946) became very
critical and the Government took the following steps to meet the situation :

(i) Intensive procurement and rural rationing which was in force
previously only in the highly deficit districts were extended to all the districts
in.the Province including surplus districts.

(ii) The scale of ration was successfully reduced from 11b. of riee
to 12 oz., from 12 oz. to 10 oz. of rice and 2 oz. of other grains and from 10
plus 2 oz. to 8 plus 4 0z. The last reduction was made on the 4th of August
1946 and continued to be in force til] the middle of December 1946.

.(iii) An acreage bonus at Rs, 15 per acre was offered for the area
-brought under foodcrops in March and April 1946. A bonus at the rate of
Re. 1 per maund of paddy and 12 annas and 8 annas per maund of millets
was given for delivery of paddy and millets made during the period from 1at
June to 15th Aug, 1946. A bonus of Re. 1 per maund of paddy and eight
snnas per maund of millets was given for short-term crops delivered in the
months of September, October and November 1v4t. An addizional bonus of
Re. 1 per maund of paddy was given for deliveries to Governinent procurs-
ment agents made between the 16th September up to 31lst Qctober 1946

fagh that ryots in the uplan

.

. 1o i roducers who were allowed to retain rice for consumption
::; ﬁfg?,,:g :fld;] ;)e ger adult per day to surrender a part of the stocks so
reserved for consumption. o A ‘

. (iv) The ration card holders were classified into rice eaters, millet
eaters and mixed diet eaters aceording to their normal dietary habits, so thas
the millets in stocks which were imported into the province can be put to the
maximum use and the drain on the exiguous stocks of rice prevented.

Large quantities of wheat and wheat products and maize were
p orted gz)m fgre?gn countries under the allotment made by the Govern-
.;;neb;t of India and in order to popularise these food grains, the Government
gold them at considerably less than the actual cost prices.- :

PRODUCTION AND PROCUREMENT.

; ‘ i_47) the season was more promising, and it was
cpect Ek;;fatyfﬁé p(rlo?it(::tion) of rice would be far better than in the last year.
expecte t estimate of production of rice this year is 4,795,000 tons against
The I o in 1945-46. It was expected that with a better crop and wx-th
4,241,000h t:fnlsarge jmports under the Basic Plans of the Government of India,
& Prosgl)gcbe ogsible to raise the scale of MatioR to consumers. W‘hea.t and
it would p EZS ceased to come however after November 1946 and it became
wheat procuc onserve the existing stocks of these for habitual wheat and
necessary to cas the (Government of India made it clear that the furthgr
Tmead ea,tferl-li1 't would not be coming in for some months, Th'erefore. in
imports of ;VM%& the Government decided to increase the scale of rice ration
Dec‘embelters tr; 10 oz. per adult per day. This was given effect to in the
to rice g{" tricts of the Provinces a8 and when sufficient _stocks were built up
geveral 151;10 ber 1046 and January 1947 except In a few areas. In
hetweo™ Qfgeit was considered that it might be possible to increase the scale |~
Japuary lf 'her to rice eatersand it was ordered that ration should be
of rution ll{é oz in the distﬁamm:fen sufficient stocks were built up.
mcrea.sed' f»;’]. «der could not be introduced in some districts or kept in force
Howevexﬂtt‘lkl}z in other districts on account of the fall in procurement in
for a long l'hts and especially in the Circar Districts. Hence it was ordered
several dlSt]rllC ;tion should be reduced to 10 oz. from 25th May 1947. This
:hlalw i(:lve;raécurtiement was rather unexpected by the G ernment and was
a .

contributed mainly by the following factors :— |
(1) The constitution of Producers-cum-Consumers Co-operative
Societies.in the four Circar districts. | |
(2) The unsatisfactory level of prices (from the point of view of
1~} ) <« ),
producers) fixed by the Government. » | |
(3) The declaration of the Government that no bonus or 1ncrease ‘in
prices Vw:ould be given during the course of the year.

o . marketing that existed on account of the
(4) The facilities fordblzis&;nﬂ;:vho vgere cultivating cash crops like
eic., had acquired much money and could there-

for the much needed rice,

tobacco, cotton, groundnus,
fore afford to pay any priceé
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Coupled with this unsatisfactory procurement, came the successive - .

announcements of the Government of India that the prospect of supplies
from otherparts of India and overseas were not bright and that the deficit
provinces would largely rely upon themselves. This Government had;
therefore, to consider the measures necessary to prevent the situation from
deteriorating seriously and leading to a famine on a large scale. They have
therefore taken the following steps. _

(a) They ordered increase in the prices of paddy.to be paid to
producers up to 4 annas per imperial maund by reducing the allowances
given to the intermediaries, in order to meet partly the viewpoint of the
producers that the existing price levels were low. (b) They reduced the
‘scale of ration to rice eaters to 8 oz. with effect from 13th July and added
2 oz. of millets from 20th July. (c) They have offered a bonus of Re. 1
per maund of paddy, the bonus to be given in half-yearly instalments for
-deliveries made since 1st January 1947 (half of the bonus being given in
cash and the balance in the shape of manure). /

THE STOCK SITUATION
The food position at present is illustrated by the following figures ;

-Stock-on hand on 10th July 1947 : Rice: 199,477. tons: millets:
-24,161 tons: wheat and other coarse grains: 5,472 tons. Total quantity of
all foodgrains available: 229,110 tons. ' Quantity of rice and other food-
_grains required for consumption at the present scale of 10 oz. per adult per
day (8 oz. of rice plus 2 oz. millets or milo in the case of rice eaters, 1 oz.
_rice plus 9 oz. millets in the case of millet’ eaters, and 5 ‘oz. of Tice and 7 oz.
. of millets in the case of mixed diet eaters) for the period from 10th July to
the end of the year, i.e., 81st October 1947, with a buffer stock for one month
880,100 tons. Deficit: 661,000 tons. '

Against this deficit, the maximum quantity that has been promised
and can be expected from the Government of India is only about 28,400 tons
of rice and 9,000 tons of millets and 1,000 tons of wheat making a total of
38,400 tons.. They may be able to supply further quantities of millets at the
rate of 8,000 tons a month, This leaves a deficit of about 600,000 ions of

all foodgrains together up to the end of October with a buffer stock for one-

month. This deficit has to be covered entirely by procurement. The
prospects of procurement are not however very promising. Last year,
procurement in the corresponding modthe (though encouragement by means
of bonus was given) was only as follows (in tons),

1946—July: Rice:, 131,916, millets: 17,384, total 149,600 ; August :
Rice: 61,892 ; millets 15,012 ; total 76,904; September: Rice: 286,704.
millets 9,881 ; total 36,235. October: Rice: 188,505 ; millets 9,900 ; total
148,405. The total procurement for these four months of 1946 was : Rice:
369,017, millets 52,827.

If the province is to avoid a catastrophe, or a further cut in the ration
it will have to do much better than in the last year during the next three
months and procure at least 600,000 tons. _

. Summary of address to the Provincial Jo of the

Government of Madras on 11th August
Hon’ble Minister for Food on the food posstion (w
ments to the Indian Express and the Masl).

However, I want to make the position of the Government of India,
clear namely that they do not commst themselves to the schems and that they
have only allowed wus to discuss the same with you and arrive at our own
conclusions which should be communicated to them consequent of which
communscation they would send one of their representatives here to discuss
with our Government the chances and the possibilities of the working of the
scheme. That ¢s why we have called this conference now.”

Proceeding Dr. Rajan said that their advice should be of a type which
would help them not only in solving the immediate problem but also agree
with the larger scheme now being planned out by the Government of India
0 solve the food shortage permanently in our country.

There had been many complaints with regard to the convening of the
conference. Many a complaint had been teceived by him that a large
number of people had not been invited. Some friends thought that it was on
district-war selection, He would like to inform them that it was not. They
would see that there were more than one or two representatives from some
of the districts. Nor was the selection confined to legislators although somes
members of the T.egislature could be found among them. In this connection
the Food Mjnister said that they had decided to allow a two-day debate on
the food situation in the Province in both the Houses on their meeting on
September 15. At that time, legislators would certainly get their full chance
to discuss this problem threadbare. * But in between all these we wanted to
see whether we could get the opinion of those who have been taking part in
the production of food and thevefore it is that this conference random selection
though it may be has been convened.” However, reminded the Food
Minister, it was open to anyone to tender advice freely on this subject. “I
am indeed grateful for all those who attended, the rice conference yesterday,
the reports about which have appeared in themm the
opinions expressed there as well as the suggestion put forward by them would
be considered at this conference in reviewing the food situation and in
tendering your advice on it.” T TTTTTT—
R

The question today is this. The gloom of the food pesition is certainly
getting graver day-by-day. I have a statement before me which shows that
the stocks of rice on Aug. 1, 1947, were 1,84,860 tons, and this reserve is
kept in hand to keep our rationing and distribution going properly.

“ The expected procurement of rice during the next three months is
roughly 2,20,000 tons and expected imports during those three months are

28,400 tons. So the total reserve af-the disposal of the Government is
roughly 4,33,000 tons.

ajan, the
wnd acknowledg-
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“ We have done all that. Our officers are exposed to several risks in

doing procurement work, They have to cover a large number of districts.
They have been troubled enormously and have faced all this, The Collectors,
the Magistracy and all those people have been alert to protect these officers.

BIG AND SMALL PRornJcr:Rs‘\/>

. Again, the fact Ims been brought to our notice that very often the
small producers have been seriously affected and the rich producers have
been let free. I believe there is truth.in this. Big producers are in a
dominating position to-day and they are the strong holds of food. Constituted
as they are to-day, the Government cannot displease them, They have to
approach them, appeal to their sympathy and ask them to surrender their
surplus stocks. But, in spite of all this, there are big people who refuse to
surrender, and we must employ stronger measures to make them. We are
driven to that extent. If Iam compelled to take stronger measures they will
have to face the consequences in the interests of the people.

, I
The Madras Provincial food Councsl /
" (Swatantra, August 15, 1947) h

Certain events during the last week should be an eye-opener about
whither we are marching. . The Hon’ble Minister for Food, when explaining
his food policy at Liakshmipuram Young Men's Association on 10th August
emphasised certain features of the existing food crisis. According to him the
duction of rice ration is duenot to want of production but to hoarding.
Secondly in answer 'to a question he said that the Adviser Goverment
procured better than he as there was no democracy then as Village and
Talug Food Committees, Thirdly the minister patted himself on the back
that as his Government is taking all possible efforts by way of inducements
and punishments to procure rice, he should not be judged by the result
namely the diet of partial starvation he is offering the people but that the
blame should be thrown on the landholders who do not surrender their
surpluses. It is noteworthy that during the course of his remarks the
Minister euologised the new Provincial Food Council which he has formed as

congjsting of ‘giant producers’ to cooperate with him in his food policy.
We will examine these statements in the following paragraphs . :

Any minister who has any respect for democracy and wants to build
up sound democratic traditions in the country ought to have resigned under
the circumstances mentioned. The minister is not the servant of a
bureaucratic Government but an elected representative. The tragedy of the
situation is that the minister himself does not realise that he is answerable
to the people for his failure to procure. He does not say that circumstances
are beyond Human control but that somebody else is responsible for his
inefficiency. \ Another statement of his is that democracy is the stumbling
block in the y of efficient procurement, and by way of explanation he
referred to the obstructions created by food committees. Is the system bad
or its working ? Who wanted the Government to pack these committees with
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the very people from whom surpluses are to be procured ? And when the
Minister talked of the ‘giant producers’ whom he has appointed for his
Provincial Food Council, he was unconsciously letting out the real truth, the
real cause of the failure of procurement. ‘Powerful rentiers’ who hardly
cultivate but collect rents anti-social elements with no compunction in the
matter of casuing death and starvation for the sake of profit, the very classes
whom the Minister himself has condemned as obstructing procurement, it is
these that is represented by an overwhelming majority in his Provincial
Food Council. Certainly not democracy but the handful of the selling class
who have been given a political importance far out of proportion to their
pumber and directly in proportion to their capacity for unsocial acts that is
today choking procurement. Will the Hon'ble Minister explain the basis
on which he has constituted his Provincial Food Advisory Council? Not
only he referred to the ‘giant producers’ for whom he had given represen-
tation but he mentioned too that there were a ‘few representatives of
consumers in the Council. Does the Ho'ble Minister know that the real
producers of paddy are the small owner peasants and the millions of tenants
in paddy-growing areas? Does he know that a-large number of partial
producers are consumers only in certain months and there are a substantial
class of consumers, far greater than holders of produce in many villages and
in certain months? Is the price of food-grains to be fixed by neither
producers nor consumers but by a handful of rentiers who cannot form more
than about 2% of the pattadars ? Is this the class to decide our fate about
decontrol, rationing, informal rationing, etc.? Wisely hasw
Food Conference decided on the same day under the presidency of Mr. T. T.
Krishnamchari that a People’s Food Council should be formed which should
comprise & majority of representatives of Trade Unions, scheduled classes, and
agricultural and industrial producers so that black marketeers may be hunted
out, control may be made more efficient, and fair price properly fixed by the
concerned groups. - The working of the food councils nominated by Govern-
ment has been a black chapter in the history of food events in this province.
Whenever they met, they have demanded higher price upto 50%, shed crocodile
tears over excess cultivation charges while recommending no relief either for
the tenant who has to bear the brunt of such charges, or for the labourer who
sweated for a century-old grain wage, talked of decontrol so that they might
profiteer out of starvation; pleaded for normal trade channels which had
failed us miserably ; accused officials of corruption for which they alone were
the cause, and it is such type of council that was given the burial by the last
ministry that has been revived today. Its very enthronement is an encourage-
ment to hoarders to think that the Government is well under their control
and they may merrily indulging in their old devil dance while satisfying their

greed with the misery of the starved people. /
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FOOD FAMINE AND NUTRITIONAL DISEASES IN TRAVANCORE
‘By K. G. Bivaswumy and 15 medical men - .-
265 pages with 30 i1]ustrat)’ons- Rs. 5. .
FAMINE, RATIONING, AND FOOD POLICY IN COCHIN
. By K. G. Sivaswamy

120 pages Demy and 8 illustrations. Rs. 3

FOOD CONTROL AND NUTRITION SURVEYS.
MALABAR AND S. KANARA

By K. G, blvaswamy, The Late Mr. V. R. Nayanal
- Dr. R. G. Kakade and L. N. Rao. '

9 appendices and 7 illustrations, Total pages 225.' Rs. 4.

INADEQUATE DIETS, DEATHS, AND DISEASES AND
A FOOD PLAN FOR MADRAS =

~ By K. G, Sivaswamy
48_6 pages. Hs, 2.
FOOD CONTROL AND CATTLE RELIEF IN MYSORE
By Dr. R. G. Kakade, K. I.. N. Rao and K. G. Sivaswamy

76 pages. Rs. 2.

FOOD CONTROL IN HYDERABAD, COORG, GOA, AND KOLMAPUR

By K. G, Sivaswawmy and Dr, R. G. Kakade

Rs. 2.

KHADI Vs REXTILE MILLS

88 pages. HRs, 2.
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BOOKS ON AGRARIAN LEGISLATION
K. G. :?B‘IVASWAMY.

SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIETY, MADRAS 14.

Farm Tenancy under Ryotwari Holdings in Madras. Re. 1.

Legislative Protection for Cultivating Tenants and Labourers.
Re. 1. )

1802 Rates of LRent or Ryotwari Rates of l.nd Revenue for
Zamindari areas. Re. 1.

Feudal and Extra Lievies in Zamindari areas. As. S.

The Primary Organization for Agricultural Development. As. 8.

Caste and Standard of Tiving and Farm Rents and Wages,

Re. 1.

Sub-tenancy in Zamindart areas and Fair Rent liaws in India.
Rs. 2.

Land Speculation in_thc Tungabbadra Project Avea. Iie. 1.
Agrarian Tiegislation in India. As. 4.

Constitution of Agricultural Workers’ Union. As. 4.
Rights of Ryotwari Tenants—Historic and liegal. Re. 1.

Congress Liand Policy.  Presidential address at Mayavaram.
As. 4,
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