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FOREWORD

-

An open mind is & mark of culture, and a judicial
mind marks out a higher culture. Tradition is overgrown
truth, as purana is masked history., Many an educated
Indian often plays fast and loose with truth in the hope
of standing well with the orientalist who passes for an
epigraphist, archaeologist or palmontologist. Time dis-
closes truth though buried under bushels or mounds of
prejudice, arrogance or ignorvance. The West Aryan
stands aghast at tle mention of a nation or race civilised
ten thousand years ago, while his brother of the Tast
cannot bring his mind to believe that there exists or has
existed a language or literature move ancient, or richer
than his Aryam. Prof. Sundaram Pillai and Dr. Oppert
are beacon-lights to truth-seekers. The former tells the
future scientific historian of Tndia ‘to begin his study
with the basin of the Krishna, of the Canveri, of the
Vaigni rather than with the Gangetic plain as it has been
now long, too long the fashion’. The latter advises
philologista ‘to discontinue deriving the names of Indian
localities (Pamil words in general) from Sanskrit words,
a8 has been usually done hitherto, unless where such
derivations are well supported’ The breaker of bounds
cannot but be prepared for the fusillade of invective or
vituperation from vested interests and recognised respect-
abilities. He knows that truth will out in the long run
regardless of colour and creed and hopes for an apprecia-
tion of bis labodrs at the hands of honest truth-seekers
endowed with keener vision, broader outlook and saner
sympathy. At the end of every Chapter are given extracts
from other writers, confirming, contradicting, elucidating
or supplementing what is advanced in the Chapter itself.
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. lingam Pillai, was b01.'n 01;
. 1;\44)’ fatll;}%rt; MHS 'bflglr.lr;; tf 8 respecta;;:d ::ulii’es?-
iﬁg-ov:r)l];rsin the Tinnevelly Dlstglci,he %irst-in-Arts
dency. He matricnlated and pa!s?ge e oy, and,
Examination from t;he P'Iingp trgl(zl Lsgb };olayghip . pro‘ﬁ-
hfwmg.wolf‘l Dl[ hwr';]ilz:g th;sMahms Chrigtian Sgll;ghei 11:
1886, IT-IIle ;gfkll:h:a]B.A. Degree 1in Engl::ilig Eoglish,
:gggy in 18é8 and completed his \.A. Cou

i igh
ne Hindu Hig
when he was appointed Headmaster of tae

- he
He restored dismph.ne tigl:ite
orth; ning des
institution and made it a worthy seat of learning
mastitu ¢ 3

. ffered
two years, he was 0‘ ode.
113 poor endonm:}r:it: of?lf(f Town High Scl‘?}(l):'], }Eii?d)s
th‘e Headmasuer;q very ghort, only three m-‘m: the shors
s ol s B,
- " t e 82
Poriod. the nudmelrlr’lz-{:l]nsetmfgf”};tgelf. It non ?(io::il u;g;%f
the school mz:r }(]a uM:lh&jfmﬂ' High School. In o imor
e mome OIinte(:i Cc()t‘u't of Wards’ ']‘utormt ° Wheu the
;Zr:ia:dzgp;fterwards Rajah of Etal1)’ ap;l;': ;\TIzulms which
latter wns,sent to tite Newington szzt to Madras, and
had badly wanted, pupils, my father wm his own College.
the Rev. Dr. Miller gave hlm y pl:gfnmenced then, and
N ther's litel:?z’ C::)?t;)fxgll;i)ed his gchoo] zmi nc(ci)llehgi:
bMe:;:rs. g()m;:(;lysis of English ine.mtour;y T the
S’?)gr:,'tes a:d Plato and Evolutional P}g:[;?dzs his work
B.A. candidates had o warm welcome.
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dysente
to makerZ'mf):;:v t;.s thought desirable for the whole famil
of my father's rl(?n Madras.  Thanks to the silent worl’(
Mr. Stone made it ind Mahratta friend, the generous
Mufussil Colle easy for my father to find wogk in th
and were at ﬁes. [nfMa.y 1919 we bade goodbye ti; \/}ndt o
: ome ! Madrag
this sta ‘ Or recuperation of h i
Performyhi:]l}z;S%r('l":gfmzeldied and ray f&ts::u:»;mli}l:l:zg
his s es to his aged fath ‘
sister followed her father, and (:11;8 Ingfssv ;nO{fJ :1]?5
t losi his

wife. Mij une er

. sfor

' : LL’ 8 ﬂelr’lom ¢ome single. My fath

Madurs y uuncle’s second mari; ] J
ugl . or m narriage, and left for

For three mounths in 1

) .
of the Rev. M. Zumbro 920 he did the teaching work

N M.A, " 1n-
College, Madura, during hiF; Pltmmpd‘l of the Americun
3 absence on speci issi

special mission

dllty In T
Y June of that year
English \ ‘that year he was appoi
he {"rede::::gure'r in the Hindu Coneég('ll:;f?;leonl({e mnore
the staff of fhe}:?) (T:Lme, and in J’mu’&ry '9238}15’]';203
' D { 1 o e
nopoly. After foue now Bishop Heber) Collove. Triehi
service in :;(}'1[1;10"1 years and a half ())f ()li:g% l%xc]u_
March, 1926 &A ?fermor institution, he retir l:g“'-"?:ed
letter of resi})‘n“mci:)r;ow};dging the receipt of lliy ?T:! ]?-)th
Sl ldh with reoret i ab el"ﬂ
ner, M.A., Principal 13 egret, the Rev. Ally .
in the fo}lo\;lifl».?:p:l' Bishop Feber College vL?og t,Gﬁtfh'
letter inf ving erms: ‘1 received thi s ot o hin
post at th(;rr(r}uﬁg me that you wish to resi;lmm ning your
am very so:r eg&’ at two months’ notice OnYﬁlr present
y at we . ’ a‘y 318t I
hﬂ a8s . . are now to ;‘th ‘
graﬁi};u]];()::l:;on (;ndthe staff of the DCOI;E:EI‘ f()ulr years’
Owledgin : , and while
about edging your kind
your connection with this Coll;gt:loI“g:ts lz:lm} words
’ ould like in

Non-Brahmin students
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retirement.” When he was In Trichinopoly, my¥ father
did much for the development of Tamil, for she populari-
sation of Tamil Literature and on behlf ot the Tamil
Community labouring under a host ¢f disabilities, and, by
his numerons covrespondence and contributions to the
daily press, he nob only aroused popular sympath:y for &
Univorsity for the Tamil Gonntry Qut pressed upon the
Government of Madras to forin a Committee to g0 into
the whole question of the ‘Tamil University. FHis Repork
of “The Work Done and to be Done’ for the sanl Univer-
sity is u precious thine of information on the subject. On
the eve of his departure from Trichinopoly in April, 1926,
the vacious associations with which he had been connect-
od entertained him and read addresses and regretted their
loss of his inspiring presence. He lives now in retire-
ment in his village of Munnivpallam, four miles
gouth of the Tinnovelly Junction, and is continuing his
work of love for the ‘Pamil Community and for the Tamil

Literature.

What the Rev. Professor Pittendrigh said of him
in 1897 is indeed very true even to-day : “Ie possesses
the somewhat rare gift of the power of imitiative and is
not lacking in energy’. For eight years he was the
Proprictor and Jiditor of Jnana Bodhin . & "Tamil monthly,
and made it the premier magazine in that vernacular, In
1914 he was engaged 1n arranging for the publication of
a Tibrary of 100 Famous Tamil Classics with a view to
popularize Tamal Literature, but he had to defer it owing

to the outhreak of the titanic Karopean War, when prices
k of public utility could

of materials rose high and no wor
be undertaken without loss.  His soholarship in Tamil i
0o less than it is in lnglish.  His Primer of Tamsl
Literatuse in English isa pioneer work and has been
received very favourably by the press and by the public.



Xiv TAMIL INDIA
‘A thoroughly revised an

d enlarged edition of it is ready
for the press. Hig H

istory of Tamil Literature will bu a
monumental work if it ig completed and published. His

Studies and Critiques in Modern Eriglish Titerature,

1915, has evoked the good opinions of such fanous
scholars and critics as Tiord Morley, Fredric Harrison.
John Bailey, Prof. Hiram

Carson US.A, ete., and his
latest treatise on Ten Tamiy Saints is remwlcible for the
graphic sketches of the lives of the saints selected for
presentation and for the criticy] expositions of the bhakti
and jaana lore enshrined in Tamil Hevotional lyrics.
About these lst two works the opinion of the press was
uniformly eulogistic and the extracts subjoined are from
the Indian Patriot and the Hindu, two of the reputed
Hindu Dailies in Madras :—

“This collection of his literary essays some of which
sppeared in the Indian Patriot, reads so very like an
Oxford publication on literature marked by high origi-
nality, by clear penetration into the spirit of the author
and his work, and by a force and naturalness of style that
a scholar alone can command. Literary circles in Eng-
land have received the hook with g chorus of praise ; sur-
prise has been felt that an Indian who has never et foot
on KEnglish soil should have gained such ;g ‘mastery of the
lé.ngnage and, above all, grasped the purpose and inner
Bpirit of the authors better than even Britishers could do.”

“The Ten Tamil Saints presents g gallery of philoso-
phers to whom their philosophy was so much a thing of
life, so exalted by the joy of diseover
vitalised by feeling, that it was the 1
the world for them to express in
to them were charged with feel;
them were made coherent by tho

Y and experience, so
108t natural thing in
poetry the thonghts that
ng, and feelings that to
ught. The poetical work

XY
V v
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he esoterism of St.
St. Pattinathar, ye?t
urge towards identi-

. : g from t
of these saintly singers ra.nglflesm o
o . he rea
Muanikavachagar tp tt Thore is one
> varlety
through all. the el
fication with tho o " father has written four
. e " e
3 hig retirement my 1 S Loro of
nce hig retu o mighty i
bl' Paruil prose Swraprdnal, v Min 1 Necklace,
booles in uni | ; malal or the Divmonad 1 o
Trmilaham o Vyraaan, mda ) Twn Tolstey Stories;
a‘nv adnptation of Carly lo's Fissays qes of discourses On
1( 7"?1@1)/:&(} or The taaliless, a serl b’,[’annil India in
& 3 s : St
(df - L intoresting topics, bestdes
tiferen e
aglish ' t Tamil India scems, muta-
i iden © )
The nnderlyimg H‘(],-‘ it of Sir Thomas Munro,
| hile thn o 9
from Madras, January 23, -12812
he Hast Avyan and the \‘\tr:IS‘
: ' stan ¢ wies hater, 0
sryan when they met i l']lil(i(l..st W cent s who
AT vhnt shrance victasitiles, yo '
conbemplite by wind sbv L? North of Asia after a sepa-
join: from the? it
are.both originally ¢ 1o most oposite
l" for qoh many ages, coming from th(‘t ) witlhp each
. - t . M c
e oain meet in Fin Tustan to conten o
(rwtera, ngy erfully solemn and affecting.

tiz mutandis, to l'm
who wrote to hissister )
tonuching the aluviele or b

Hor-——thig 15 to me wont
otaer-—this ' ‘ h e
My Tther is kind and accessible to all, Y;lmlnhl{: v
My falhor 18 % e ig free and social only
and rvz]orvu:l in f\.m)tt:hl':hl](:{‘..r 'Hb1ls ;13 - interested in
i i als or intimate lnendas. re hat
with his eouals or an ‘ . : nnities tha
t}" ) { ]]Ultu‘hl and moral uplift of the Lomilf ctlities for
1 intelleetunl a MRS e
t heen wiven o,qml opp()ttumtles (Lp( : o
hve no r)u‘ ]h tton. s raling pwsion 18 3 .
Sheir self-umebomtion. . its literarv opulence, its
resentation of Wamilsham, its hterary nl:md philoso-
gn ient civilisation, and its sublime rdl‘alold + lane
cient ¢ . s '
phy, which are yet a sealed book to the wo g
N b

P. L

MUNNIRPALLAM,

KALPAIIAM, }
6th December 1926,
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CHAPTER I
TAMILAHAM
o I
. Tamilaham or the home of the Tamils was
n the hoary past the southern region of the large
}Sland known as Navalam or Sambu Divu.  This
lf-iland, onc of the first land-formations on either
sde of (he equator, was bounded on the north by
thc.Vindhya mountains and touched Australia,
Africa, and China on the south, west and cast
fespectively.
“erigg Bfem 085 PN
(near Tamilahan in Sambu island)
—Manimekalai XVII 62.
RO e ewan 13D puﬂv’&, RN
“In the billowy ocean-girt world to
the knowledge of the Tamil land ™
—Silappathikaresy HI g7
BT O/J@»}ﬁ@fﬂi)ﬁ@ 218 1T
(The dwellers in the beautiful big

island of Naval—Lugenia Jambolaiia)
—St. Appar II 62.
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“omraulasr (b oL dlad mn@u@ﬂi S
(In the very large island called
Jambu divu) —Manimckalai XI. 107

“sreuaws samGoir
(In the well-watered region of Naval divu)
—Perum-Kathai Cants. I, xviii: 76
and V. 1. 183.
“BBipa s Cuelis sbipad ol iis
(For the prosperity of Tawmahain
hedged round by the hillowy sca)
—Pathittu Patthu, [1 Pathikam.

It included Le Muria or the Lost Continent
‘which covered 700 kavathams or kathams or
about 7,000 miles. According to Prof. Hacckel,
it was the cradle of hurian civilisation. In the
first deiuge which probably took place more than
12,000 years ago, Australia, Africa and China
were torn asunder; the sca to the north of the
Vindhya became dry, and the Himalayas
emecrged. Sorne of the people of the Lost Congi-
nent dispersed in different directions, while a
large number found a watery <rave,  The
northern shores of Ausiralia or the Southicrn iand.
the Eastern Coast of Africa, and the Western
littoral of China including Japan were occupied
by the emigrants who ran for life—a fact testified
to by linguistic and cthnic affinitics (vide Chaps.
Il and III). At the time of the sccond deluge a

TAMILAHAM 3
large portion of the Tamilaham vith Muthur or
Old Town, called in later times Madura, as its
capital and ruled by Pandya, was submerged, and
of the inhabitants of this civilised region many
were lost i the sea, some took the sea in their
crafts and some pressed northward beyond the
Vindhva mountains,  This large and submerged
portion comiprised forty-nine districts or divisions,
which were seventhengu or cocoanut lands, seven
Madiurainad, seven mun-pitlai or front sandy
area, seven pin-palai or back sandy tracts, seven
kuntram or hilly villages, seven kunakdral or
ecastern fittoral handets, and seven kurum-panai
or small palmyra districts, besides Kumari, Kollam
etc.  During this inundation Lanka or Ceyvlon
was cut il and the rivers Pahruli or Pala-thuli':
and Kuwuari, and Mount Kumari disappeared.
‘The Pandyan Capital, Kavatapuram ov Muthur or
the pore noted for its pearl fishery, shared the

same fate in the third deluge.  When the second

dispersion ok place, the Royal residence was
frxed ar Manaluy or Manalivur, near the Modern
Crey of Madura, where it was shifted later on and
the comrse of the Vai(gai changed.  The people’
region fled for life as belore in all

PRerum-Nathud, Cuges Tngely, DXXVL 035 Y audi Ziés
Nanurg 900 i &9 .88 Qe Yur

*oSilap. N1IS-20: et uat?
PEEaCT T TS)

PR Tadw@sadan " Pura

N .
o P s Liee guefl wemed pw WA,
GITI I Ry i s Hwh a8 erH

- . AR
PEY LA



.

4 TAMIL INDIA

directions eithef in crafts or on foot. Those that
escaped in crafts went along the African shores as
far as the remote Erin while those that took the
land route occupied what is now known as North
India, one branch going to the west and traversing
Baluchistan, Afghanistan, Persia, Arabia, Turkis-
tan, Mesopgtamia, and the Southern sea board
of Europe, another branch going north as far as
the north Arctic shores and traversing the north-
ern half of Europe, and a third branch spreading
to the east, and traversing Assam, Burma, and
the adjacent countries, as far as China. Traces of
this wide dispersion are found in Palestine, Egypt,
Italy, Scandinavia and in the far-off Erin in the
names of places, with the suffix ur, in the modes
of life pursued, in the resemblances of the
Tamilian myths to those of Greece and to the
northern sagas etc. Later on, Tamilaham was
delimited to the region between Tiruppathi
(Venkatam) and the Kumari sea,

“ @y Qursr @srpaps @ sry Tuwrsy Do aunpn !
(The hill of Tirumal and the bangled Kuin

ary
or Virgin Goddess).

This tract covered the three Ancicut Tamil
Kingdoms of Pandya, Chola and Chera (including

¥ Thondai and Kongu) and the territories of their
auxiliary chieftains, The submergence of Puhar
or Kaviri-pumpattinam in the Mayavaram Taluk

5
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. db
'S an instance of the devouring of the land by

the sca, and i compar'atwely ‘126('301‘1; n;mie:
Sadras or Mahabalipuraim 1s another s
pOlnfhm Tamil land was bifarcated mt;) 1aiedn
(classicaly Tamil and Kodumn {Vulgar)_.T‘i“f,n- ) thc;
The former consisted of thirtef?n proxflwnc‘ckzﬂlll and
golden age where pure Tainil Wai >1p0 d(ixvisions
written, while 1}1(: latter referved t(;vﬁc: oinral
around where dialects, called Prakit or - e t<;
which ajterwards differentiated tllcmsc;\re% min
Vadugll, Karunatam and i\Ialaya?ain,~ ,W-—;Znﬂ_
vogué. Madura was the <t<:nlf,e ﬁ.)l %Ulctl -oper
The thirtcen divisions of Sen 'L an.nl “Ln{r rplth};.m
had Vfli(g}ai on the south, the river ;\{lfu'uvur
on the n(;rt:EL karuvur on the west z»md.u al N
on the east, und were then (south) Pdf](}l’ Pqn%ﬁi;
O, Kuttﬁm, Kudam, (Plg')"dllil;rt(h’
Seetham (cold), Puli, Malaya, Aruvi, and - la
Aruvi. The lands adjacent to these were bmlga, ’
Palam divu, (old island), Kollam,r't&.udarrt, Tuluva,
Kudka, Karunata, Vaduku and Telugu. lies
In its widest sgnse Tamilaham at p"csent. ;

all the world over, wherever the enterprising
Tamils have found their home.”

P ide Tollappiam, Soll Surras
Nadhinariiniar and Senavarayar. { vevsr n sore apathetic
i > made. whetever o more h
2 Wherever money is to be m u‘LW e aside. thither
Or a more atistocratic people is w;IIxQ,, to ke e e least
swarm the Tamils, the Greeks or Scuts (;],] e race of
iti 0St erprising and poTsey £
-'»{_lI!Derstmous and the most enterp £ L ishop Caldwell
indas,

Panui

393, )% commentaries DY
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The name¢ Dravida, a modification of
Tiuru(v)idam, a land of shrines, was applied to
Tamilaham by immigrants for some geographical
reason or other, and has nothing to do with the

word Tamil or the Tamilar, as some oriental
scholars have fondly imagined.

A look at the sketch maps (I-1I) will show
how. according to the Puranic account, the
different parts of the Eastern<hemisphere were
named in the pre-and post-diluvian periods, and
it is not hard to {ind out in these days what their
corresponding names arc. In the pre-diluvian
times, long before the formation or establishment
of the Pandyan Kingdom in the South, different
parts bore the following names, starting from the
southern ocean and proceeding upward towards
the northern hills.

1. Palai vanam, or the Sandy Desert,

2. Soma Puram.

3. Vira Mahendra Puram.

4. Mathurat Nadu.

5. Kapvada or Yema Putam.

6. llankai, or water-surrounde« eountry.
7. Vanda Nadu.

8- Thonda Nadu.

9- Thiri Kanda Nadu (Vindhya Moy
10.

Ganga Nadu (Imaya Malai).

TAMILAHAM i

On the Eastern side there were, (proceeding
from the south nipwards.:

1. Pathume purars.

2. Imaya Puran.

3. Swetha Puram.

4. Sumatthirdt (West;  and  Pindaran
Andaman ) {East).

M ¢ 1y
5. Si Anga Nadu.

On the Western side there were, proceeding
as hefore from the south upwards,

1. Vama Puram.
2. Milecha Nadu.

5. Eiar Ghuia Puri.

4. Dwara Puri

5. Kantharva Desam.

In the farther west, the countrics were
named,

1. Palaior the Sandy Desert.

2. Avunar Puram (W) and Nita Puram (E}

According to the sketchh Map No. 11, it will
be scen that Ilankai, now called Ceylen, has
hecome an island, that the tracts named 1, 2, 3,
4, 5, in the first list are submerged, that the tracts
{r and o) correspond to Australia, that g and 4
arc islands, that 5 s named Siam etc.  Milecha
Nadu scems to correspond to Madagascar, or the

Mauritius;  Avuna Puram and Nila Nadu form

parts of the East Coast of Africa. I have given

PLO
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these () : .
and hgopcgrtz;]pa}?:ﬁ]dftaﬂs for what they are worth
talents of patience ir?slspz;liowed with the grcét
in mat . . verenc 1 . o
cruth ;zr(; :3; f(l)nsto‘rlc will sift out ct(})ll;:usl;ez:lt::t(!f
our country witrlmlhuc-t the ancient 2000,;1’51 hy of
. The great o]b;t eir help. graphy ¢
ing of the antiquitaCles to the right understand-
aTbSCnce or pauritg (())f e Tgmil Jand are the
amilaham ) of recordse of the i
Aryan or S;nts}ii-te?'mcr Luropean tgucjxn C\:i?}:
the East Aryan’ it literature in Northern India
or metamorphoS ztt'a chment to it, the Fast Ar ~{~:
nance in the Soicth raml]ij’ms’ spiritual prcdo}rlrcx‘;-
favourable histori crln I?emnsula under peculiarl“v
tising zeal of ‘thc‘ ltc-a circumstances, the progc.l .
of his ancestry, th ravelled Tamilian unc011séio;>sq
country and 1%5 1 e fallen condition of the ':fam'l
during the darknonarchs after the golden age ‘~
self-styled Brah ages, the repugnance ofg tﬁl
by e e min of the south towards Tar ]c
Aryam as thegll:;’ the extraordinary i“ﬂuenc: of
guides on the Tarr;g' lllage of the royal Spiritumi
;lnd literature akinl, irll)e:(?rfe and their 1ani§ua;<‘
nglish as th respects, t Do
not least, th: :)fl‘iua(‘igc of the rulers, ang l';}slta;)of
ness of Earopean ‘r edness and slowness and fi ‘].t
of Prof. Max Muucsea.rchers under the direct(-:“,
literature religiouger in the Golconda of T 10n
) s, ethical and philosophicalam11

o

A WMILABHAM

I
- “Greatas tha cffect has P
ful discoveries of modern «cience, there remains
one which has had the greatest effect of all in
Cbanﬁ"“g‘ the whole current of modern thought,
viz., the discovery of the enornious antiquity of
Jis slow progress upwards
y to intelligence, morality
Tt has heen long known
(he use of metals.
1nives, and chisels,

een of the wonder-

man npon carth, and |
from the rudest savage?
and civilisatton. - - .
g‘f’-t a stope period prcccdcd

lint arrow-heads, stonce axes,
lie scat-

r .
ude pottery, and other hwman remains
v near the existing

tered almost evervwhere, 000
ad in the scpulchral mounds
abound in all countries
by the progress of agri-
4 1o extend

surface, and we fou
"md. monunients which
L?rml thev ave destroved
;2ltlix‘<:. . [listevical record was ngt suppose te
ieyond the -k,o00 or 5,000 years assz,gned to 1t by Lible
chronology, and 1t was thought that this might be
sufficient o account for all the changes which had
occurred since man hrst became an inhabitant of
the earth. . . . The fact hecamc apparent that the
duration of human life on the carth must he
measured Ty periods of 75 if not of hundreds of
thousands of years . - - - (Since 1gg4) the number of

?{tgnc: anq other jmiplements worked by man,
‘p‘)b“t‘rd in museams, I8 already counted by tens
of thousauds, and they have been found from
Western Europe 10 ‘[ibet ; N Africa, and Central
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Australia ; in fact, wherever they have heen looked
for, except in northern countries  w
buried under ice during ti

Perchance the area of the p
between the ape-like man and the man-tik:
ape as the lateral descendants of a pithecoid
(ape) ancestor is in some Tndn-Africa
long been covered by the sea, and from
climates of tnter-glacial periods,
flora grew in northery

beings spread themselves over the then habitable glob:,

migrating by way of Africa into Furope and by way of

/
both Europe and Asia into America, while the ancient

land-extensions led him dy-fooled, to Australia. . . . .
As history verified by the B
extends over a

hich were

arting ol the ways

nland which has
hich, in the warm
when a temperats
lavitudes, the earfiest human

abylonian monumen:s
period of, say, q,000 years, this (s
equivalent to saying that such
be a very small part of the total time which has
elapsed since man became an inhabitant ot (e
earth.”—(Samuel Laing, Antiquity of Man).

“ Southern ndia was once only the castern
half of the extensive continent that stretched from

Africa to India, and at the time of the dispersion
and migration of m;

a period can only

tion by land with Madag
with the Malay Islands to the cast. ... Not only at
the timc of the earliest dispersion of man but
also in later paleolithic times India was not

ascar to the west and

e Glacial period. . . -

1f
TAMILAHAM
K the
o Asia to
connccted with the other party ?f of India was
I—IOI‘th—W"St as the norih-west froﬂgcr tral Asia. ..
b o~ £1N ¢ i ’
on the coast of the flooded sea of
] . ‘srants did not
The carlicst unmlgldllllsdfl vas then not completely
. Deninsular India was ¢ sssimilar
north as Pennst ; Utterly dissim
. : ‘thern India.. ..
ith Northern L Lorthern
umte}i[ “I) vidians are to all the tribes of x1 o
as the Dravidians ¢ O . tosav that they
. . - n ().u‘
oo (here is no justificatio .
counu, e 115 ‘lv.jio the Scuth where th@. “
2 ~ F W10 -
not helong whoity ; oo peneralions
o where t/z;' have beer. [for countecs. go 7 e
and where ) o ver Bengal was ©
The whole of Lov - duence
“ e .. [ - ',v"'II]UCi""'
within the range of Drdwd]?‘lgla the Dravi~
E evious to the time of Budaha, ¢ Annamm
ven rey - ’ tr\-o 1
ven P Bengal conguered the country o6 4 v
dians of Beng: ‘B ng Long ’ 1o tincir ne
o ame ong- S )
rave the nam s of Lak-lum
anld o in the East. The descendants uf. ¢ iron
ony I Lix Bt - tine from:
° Yv'l -cigned in Annam for a 1011% g nel
OfBCl’lg"' ,'c‘:’ BC tO 38 B(J \(”010 ]
the seventh cem;lr}’ o£1 Ptolemy's Geograbhy:)-
M N searciies ’ . 'S i
rini’s Rese hale ovidence i
'(1;“;31 cumulative effect of the w hoie cwt o onous
.. och ;
; ort of the proposition that the }a l;nalbv Sfrom the
SI;IPP idians did not and do not differ et zn ¢ s in
ravidian: ) ¢ newCome
Aryans who are supposed by ﬂzﬁf t;)ravidians were
3 . . e i
s - ] c fimes. . - . ) T
dia in the histort : the remot
Indtwmuch inferior to the Aryans in in mental
. - v T i 11
o t cither in physical appearance o 11 exhaps
pas If we accept it provisionally (E’ e
CrS. .+ oo ~{usion! that “
powers o escape from the conclusm.n,s thern
I no es _ n Sout
%lere';'ans have been autochthonous 1n
ravidi é

o €
prOCCCd far to th

24
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India, the question naturally arises that, when, in
later palzolethic times, fresh hordes of new people
came -into the Indian Peninsula, what did the
previously settled Dravidians do ? We know that
by’ that tims ¢h gulf between  the Northern and
Southern India was bridged over, and « very extensive
continent, as il were, invited the people of the South to
move onwards. If this fresh field, richer in fertility,
had not heen accessible to the Dravidians, they
would have merely extirpated the newcomers in
their struggle for existence, We cannot imagine
that what was wost natural was not done by the
people of the South.” (B.C. Mazumdar, The
Modern Review, July 1gi2).

“* The carliest mention of Kadalkollal is to be
found in Nakkirar's commentary on Iravanar's
Ahapporul.  Others like Nachinarkiniar and
Adyarkkunallar (in his' commentary on Silap-
pathikaran) have merely copied that mention,
The existence of the three Sanghas, of which
(Nakkirar) Nilakzndanar makes the first mention,
cannot be regarded as a proven fact without
irrebuttable archaeological or historical authen-
tication. Seshagiri Sastri points , out at great
length that the Sanghas were the outcome of the
pretty imagination of the Medieval Tamil literati,
-and proves that the only genuine Sangha that
assembled at Madura was iy 470 A.C.. and that,

under Jain ausoices. .. . 1, the uncertainty which

TAMILAHAM

* y ; we may,
{ inarkiniar’s statements W

T s Nachinarkiniar’s : A
rounds - the discussion of Ooli (e2 #)
for the present, leave oo dal bore of
alone, be it the result of a sudi i O o the

l ’ C
othel_’maritimc phenom(;x}orzi. Il; 01:3 s i fix-
P i Survey of India do : )
ological Survey , e hosions,
i(Je th% exact times of any of the epochaluouwlo.
n‘ ’ LY H > : a ' 2
suEmcrqcnces, upheavals ot the hkcl,olzlly e us
gical or stratigraphical evidence ca1 y hoorizons,
approximatioﬁs° of periods, agef, alnt L almost
and not actual centuries or Y?Srb'mcicm s it
i ashion with @

'n a besetting fas s have
beu;(s to refer to pralavas. but smolzt e
works : ) O
rightly treated it as ot no \alu.c f?’l__k(gigdhama
dbf ite chronological undertaking }
cfini { v

ipi {1, No. 2, pP 88-9)- o '
Dipika Vol. M\,'N(? l'b'las:ri) ractically accepts

« ( T, o« LT, . l' g N ‘A‘. )Ill

e o some Tamilians that, 1 ar.ld}
i y rin for
. land extended soutit of Cape (4012110' oy
S i : - M r' » 11’1' C
some. ooo miles (1) which was divide Lo 4

. , . lod

bOmﬁ'l7’<:ountries In this land "!Wfll e
o ~ M () " .
’If/?n(;l -a and other places where rla:m'h o e,

. try, Dow submerged Dy i dian
‘ e : an
the co :9 the cradle of the human race, a.t o
ocean, was o cckel is quoted as
lan u;ge was Tamil (! Haufx-f% -‘jacion, ed @

3 -ity for this opinion. All ths ‘zg e
authority (G H. Monahan, C.G. M.,
one’s power of belig/”—(C 1
. - L6 [), o
Vel X)&I,'psujlar India or the Deccan (111.(,)2.111}1
“ - .n l .

g to the south) is geclogically distinc

the story dear t

the country



14 TAMIL INDIA

from the Indo-Gang.tic plain and Himalaya.
It is the remains of a for

‘mer continent which strelched
conbinuously to Africa in the shace now occupied by the
Indian Ocean. The rocks of which it is formed are
among the oldest in the world 4 nd show no traces
of having ever been submerged.  In many parts
they are overlaid by a sheet of hlack trap rock or
basalt, which once Howed over them as molten
lava. In the Deccan we are therefore in the first
days of the world ; we see land substantially as it
existed before the beginnings of life. . . . . . The
Indo-Gangetic plain stretches without a break
from the Indus on the west to the delta of
the Ganges on the cast, a distance of twelve
hundred miles. When the world was  still in
the making and before  the  elevation of the
Himalavas, the space now occupied by the plain was
- sea. The southern shore of this sea was what is
now Peninsular India. With the itse of the Hima-
laya, the sea disappeared and the rivers draining the
Himalaya flowed into the depressios
with them the silt which is now the 501! of the
plain.”-(Sir T. W. Holderness,* K.C.S. Peoples
and Problems of India, Chap. 1, p- 25.)

“If we can forget for a while our picjudice
against the word “aborigenes’, and if we can
believe in the tradition of there having been a
vast continent south of Cape Comorin, whence
all humanity and civilisation flowed cast and west

bringing
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and north, then there can be nOIth stl?;f:]gt: 1onf
our regarding the Tamilians as t}?c -lem:vorks h
a pre-diluvian race. Even the CXISU.ntg deluges
Tamil Jaintly ,\‘p(’,ak of three Sﬁtpfua egouthgru
which (‘()mn—lci(.‘ly swamped 1hc' extreme . iterary
shove and carried off j‘dith Loal 1ct;son why,
treasures of ages.  And 1t smn'ds w(;rh ldea and
in South India. unlike in ancwn; Ofa the pre-
Babylon, nonc of the old records ot forth-
historic  civilisation arc abso{l;.tdtym:tcrial and
Coming. The palm lcat,.thc cat lfe;amilians had,
the most Jragile one which the wr. this theory
must also account for it. However, » __Pro P,
stands on no historical or scientific fooling ™. — X0
Sundaram Pillai, m.a.

“In the absence of any conncctt’:c by Taml
the ancient geography of the country researches
authors, I have had to make M owfl]able in the
with the help of the inf'ormatlor.l a.Vaid Prolemy.
Periplus and in the works of Pliny ag rdering on
There were four nadus or provinces bo der ;?rom
the Arabian Sca in the following or ,,r;d Ven
north to south : Pooli, Kudam, Rurtan, 2 kes
the land of lakes,

East of Kudam was

| account of

sandy tract, western land,
hamboo land 1‘cspccti\’€1y).' he five nadus
Karki, or the rocky rcgion. 1 . 1 of which
‘ormed the Chera Kingdom, the C?pna\; in ruins
Was Vanchi or Karur (Tiruklﬁ‘aru” -nlo‘

and three miles from Kotthai-mangalam.



16 TAMIL INDIA

“The eastern coast extending from Cape
Cumari was inhabited by a tribe called Paratha-

var who subsisted by fishing. Korkai, the chiet

town in the country of Parathavars, was the seat

of the pearl fishery and the population of the town
consisted mostly of pearl divers and chank-cutters.
The sea between Lanka and the Pandyan coast
was known a5 Arkali, which Ptolemy calls the
Orgalic Gulf, '
“North of the Pandyan Kingdom lay the
country of Vettuvar or Vedar, which was also
known as Pantri-nady or the land of pigs; the capital
of this Province was Nagai or Nagapattinam.
“Beyond Pantri Nadu was Punal-nadu, the
land of floods, or the Chola Kingdom. The
Chola capital was Uraiyoor on the southern bank
of the Kaveri. It was strongly fortified with a
wall and ditch and a jungle of thorny trees supr-
rounding the ditch. We have a full description
of this town in the pocms of Chilappathikaram
and Pattinappalai, It was also known as P
Kakanthi.  The latter name is said to have been
given to Kavirippattinam, because it was once
ruled by a prince called Kakanthan.
“North of the Punal Nadu was
and beyond the latter Aruva Vadathalai oy North
Aruva. The two provinces Aruva and Nortls
Aruva, were together known ag Mavilankai or the
great Lanka,. . . The capital of this province was

ukar or

Aruva Nadu,
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. he whole
Kacchi, the modern Kancfhlpurant’oh'e' A;fl\ralar, a
of this country was inhabited by lled Kurumbar-
nomadic tribe, who were alsq ca ic Groat who
It was the Chola king, Karikal ¢ and divided
first settled these wandering trlbcsms or districts
their country into twenty-four kot@is 9T
and parcelled it out to fa.mlheS 0 ilaham on th
tribe . . . The northern limit of Tam ,L known as
€ast coast was at Verkady, nc;)“thk was the
Palaverkadu or Pulicat. Beyon Lo ‘a~ language
a u. ..inth . 1.4 ras the
g/aelilel:lad\;’::?gor the modern Tirupathl, was
northern limit of the Tamil land'l and west of
“ North-west of Punal Narllu. r;].illall Nadu,
Aruva Nadu was Maladu or M,a dl(})untain chicf,
ruled by a chicf Malaiyaman Or n\lvith Koval as
a feudatory of the Chola km.g,w Pennai. This
capital on the banks of the rivet
town is now called Thirukkoilur. -
“West of Maladu was Seé’tillaeg ‘ the northern
regiona which cvidentl}.’ lnC]..u«p di%tf:xct and the
half of the modegn Coml.ba-t.(?l&istficr. ... Tamil
southern portion of the Nilgurt n in the Chera
poets allude to iundur Kurrar in that of the
kingdom, and Milalai Kurram that the Chera,
Chola, from which itdwmirll)i(:)flcse\r:lcre also div[iidegl
) an dom ) oar 0).
i(rll}tlcc))liuarnr:ni:Zf}élistricts »» (Tamils 1800 Tears 48
2

du or the cold



CHAPTER II

TAMILS INDIGENOUS
I

The Tamils or Tamilar were the sons
of Tamilaham itself, They were indigenous.
When one deluge after another overcame Tami-
laham, when the Tamils dispersed in different
directions to save their lives, and when the sea
beyond the Vindhyas became dry and there was
land to traverse as far as the Himalayas which
had recently emerged, the Tamil cmigrants passed
over the jungles and sandy deserts and found their
abodes in North India, Afterwards, bands of
them easily moved westward and eastward with
N0 river or pass to cross as the Indus, the Ganges
and the Irawadi had then bcen in the womb of
the Himalayas. The bands that marched west-
ward found their homes in Mesopotamia, Pales-

tine, Egypt and in European ¢

ountries or went
straight up to the arctic regions and along the

arctic shores to Scandinavia through Russia. The
excavations made in Egypt i
voint to the burial of aT
hero, Thuthan-Kaman, or
in the land of the Nijle.

N quite recent times
amilian stalwart and
Ambassador Kaman
The cxistence of Tamil
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by an

colonies in Palestine has bcex} ({Cfillbgiitrg;g?e tho
indefatigable rescarcher ?f thb- emi:)lzmces that
has pointed out the close ISS Tamils in the
exist between the Hebrews an o He has
modes of their daily life and fwa}:af;)r Achart
shown that Jesus Christ, son 0‘ t‘" Uand pUIpOSEs,
or carpenter, was, to alltxl-lv:zil: Z)F the Tamilian
ilian. There are tracces L be
SccTu?)l:‘:il;inon the*hanks of the Tiber, the Danube,

sthic ace. In an

and the Thames, in the 1nc_gfj1t1;thz;u1;tryp7 by
‘ “ e : . s

article *Is England a >alv Dipika

31 anta
T:S.J.S. contributed to th? }Z(\ii}j;s < Passing
from London in March 1912, ; drals of London
through the churches and cathe «em.blances and
and x\neditating on the m;zzﬂ: before me in
races of Saivcilisg;ng;?)tf Igngland, itisimpossilol:
Cvery.nOOkfaE‘, land as anything else‘ e.\ce;zio;]
t‘o‘tl‘unk o ng, Further, he calls Om~att-? ;
Salylte country. > or ¢ Albion’, the sxilntc 1}:3?;;:
o f?giitjwéi?nudra > the white Hbea(;ri(riln O;
an veta o o qa ] A
;n(ancient Puranic litefatui%’ z:r tthec Thjamcs.
Britain’, and thé ‘Th.amahah ¢ he sees real
Besides these, he mentions ‘t jen in St. Paul’s
Saiva symbols i.c., the lmg:(; Cplacc of worship
.Catllllc drﬁ:,l;l(lthc Tl}l:: Strczzfliblances betwte}f;l atxl:g
m En . ~ek mvths,
Tamilign mythology and the G;cveolsrﬁ:d out in
the Scandian Sagas arc being
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detail by a retired Tahsildar on the banks of the
Tamravarni. 1In a series of papers contributed
to the Madras Christian College Magazine,
Mr. Ramakrishna has demonstrated the aflinity
between the Tamilian and the Scot. The
existence of a similar affinity between the pre-
historic Tamilian and the Irishman is being
traced by an intelligent sojourner in Dublin.
Time will prove these affinities d@nd resemblances
and thereby demonstrate the hoary pre-historic
antiquity of Tamilaham and the culture and
civilization of the undaunted Tamilian xons ago.
After intervals of centuries some of the
bands that had long mixed with other races in the
countries occupied by them returned homeward
on account of the unsuitability of the soi] and
climate. Dr. Chatterjee has, “ The Dravidians
(Tamils) look like being a Med
coming out of Crete and passing through Asia
Minor and Mesopotamia, where they were in
close touch with the Sumerians and the Ela-
mites. . . . Then they came into Sindh, whence
they spread into the interior ¢of India,” This
passage only confirms the view.of the modified
(metamorphosed) Tamilian returning from the
shores of the Mediterranean through Asia Minor.
Unable to bear the oppressive cold of the north
arctic regions, bands of Tamilians  retreaged

iterranean people

TAMILS INDIGENOUS 3
entered India or the Bharatha l‘and Cflosz.lr]l]cgtif;tg
Indus or the passes in the snow-clad an Sbout the
mountains. What G. Tilak has said abot passu
arctic home of the Veda-makers appl}CS /}{Z,Lurners
to the Tamilian emigrants. The arCt;)C i(a)ﬁc fire-
sadly needed fire and warmth anfdmzd in the
worshippers. Thoroughly transior e and faces
lapse of centuries, they bore new nain bits so that
and were different in manners and %m I{S 5 when
they were looked down upon as foreign 10€3

-eturners
they attempted to get home. If~ d:s::raxlxs, those
from the west called themselves )

- : / O~
from the cast were kuzown as hol.farla‘rll'sz;ri\ﬁif?;ugnd
lians ctc. These metamorphosed [‘amlj a‘deal of
their access to their Ol“igi“al. }%?'mz a;jitlel;fncn who
ﬁghting with their hfghly,cwmse ! \;cstemers
had foris and fortifications. T,‘.lc Aryavarta
named the land of their re-occupauon.‘ ‘thereas
and swarmed there in large nut.u];elscjl called it
the casterners occupied lower Ben%a alzhpy inter-
Kali-kotta. It took centuries betoreced;d more
mingled. The increasing -Swarm}S I;a crossed the
space and food, amd colonies thj(ilNorth India
jungles, forests gnd descrts betweer o colony
and the Southern peninsula. Onde'tg southward
was led by the Sage Agastya, anc it ted as the
march came to be poctically repm\v/'l'lndhvas by
Overthrow or Suppression of the hclmSellvcs or
that sage, The colonisers called t
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were called vadaman (northerners) as distinguish-

ed from the southerners, who were indigenous.
The stay-at-home Tamils, despite their vicis-
situdes, had made progress in culturc and
civilisation, and, when their remote kindred
whom they called mlecchas or wild uncivilised
men sought their hospitality, their doors were
thrown open ‘to them, and both lived pcaceably
and happily together for centuries.

That the Tamils were natives of the equa-
torial regions is borne ample testimony to by the
Tamil classics of the golden age. The ancicnt
Tamil bards, proud of their own country and of the
achievements of their kings and patrons. indulged
in graphic descriptions in their pocms of the verti-
cal,! blazing® sun, of the huge spreading trees pecu-
liar to their land as sandal, teak, vengai (neem),
and kongu?, of the elephant, tiger and yali noted
for their huge bulk or ferocity!, of the gay plumage
of the peacock and parrot’, of bright flowers of
varied colours used as war badges® and of the thinai
and varahy’ (millet and a variety of it) grown no-
where else than in the Tamijl comntry. Their verses
express their {ondness for the cqo] shade of the
banyan against the scorching heat o

r the burning

(1) Kali 108-112, (2) Purom 3, 43, (3 Puram S, 3. 58: Kali,
St. 30, 41 et seq ; A_Ayin}‘:urumnrm St 189, 219, (1) Puram Sg 152 Kal:
38, 43-6; 42, 40, {5) Kali 37, 108 Puram 13, 50, Avinkuru 260, 281,
290. (6) Tolkappiam, Pura-thinai.Iyql . and Pura Poryl Venba

malai.  (7) Puram 28, 34, 197,215, 290 Avinlrir. 20~ on 263
469.; Kali 37, 39 2 920 Ayinkury 207, 260, 262, 263,
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across in classical
The Tamils spe.ak
he mind having
affection which

sun, and hardly a line is come
poems describing snow or 1ice.
of the pleasure derived from tf,
cooled, and not of the W(ll-'mth of a
the men of cold regions highly pratjc‘ or the Tive
A word about tiie /)f”l[ha_.dradl.'ﬂ;he Andhras,
Tdmils: to wit, the Tamlls pl,o?elj 1d the Gurja-
the Karnatakas, the Maha1‘astm§ d_l as wore
ras. ‘The Andhras and the Ah?lcnff;;iis while
near neighbours and kinsmen l? .t‘leyc Aryanised
thc Maharastras and the GUUalab.g march settled
‘Tamils who had in their homeward i
m western [ndia. . soinal hoiae
Tlttcm'istS on the subject of lhc.ﬁ;;%ilgs‘at the
of the Tamilians begin their 111\’65‘&;001«:& of or
wrong end in their ignorz.mc.c ‘01 ndD Liistorical
indifference to the clear literary 'ath’lt Lecause
traditions of the Tamils. 'They'say { i; ;revalent
Brahui which is a Dravidian dmlec}d hlave come
in Baluchistan, the Dravidians .Shoukingdoms had
from outside India. If pravw?lin‘ India before
ﬂourish}:d for centuries 1n No_l;deltrllle position of
the Aryan advert, why shou 57 Ifthere are
Brahui in Baluchistan pcrple?i we the Lgyptians
similarities between the Tamils ar;(l 1d Fjr}ypt be
and between their cultures, 'Wh?Y s“(;)llll Sho?xld not
the fatherland of the Tan‘nIS : 12;red race of
the reversec be the case, %f t}:e \(/:Vl'lhv should the
Egypt has come from outside ? )
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Tamils be a branch of the old Chaldaic, Elamite
race, if Sumarians themselves have originally
moved from the East? OfF al] the investigators,
it is Dr. Maclean and Dr, Ferguson that give us
the right clue to the matter. Dr. Ferguson says,
“The hypothesis that would represent what we
know of their (Dravidian) history most correctly
1s that which Places their original seatin the
extreme south. They have no *traditions which
point to any seat of their race outside India, or
of their having migrated from any country with
whose inhabitants they canclaim any kindred. So
far as we know they are indigenous and original.

Dr. Grierson says that the Dravidian race is
commonly considered to be the aborigenes of
India or at least of Southern India, and we have
no information to show that they were not the
aboriginal inhabitants of the South,

Sir Herbert Risley says, ‘Taking them as we
find them now, it may safely be said that thejr
present geographical distribution, the marked
uniformity of physical characteristics among the
Primitive members of the groud, their animistic
religion, their stone monumeats, and their

any kn‘owlcdge.’
to the Tamil traditions

respecting the Lemurian extension of Southern
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e mi that the
India. It should be borne H“Tm;r?g literature
traditions recorded in a“mcnt. i They are, in
are merely puranical or legenc.lal}.“ -epant, is due
the main, truc, and whatever is discr E;) of Jwriters
to error; of carclessness on tl,le pficral accuracy
who did not aim so much at hlsmrfl facts handed
as at giving a rough statement ©
O < . .
down by posterity. lates the oldest of heroic
pe s, rela € d
The Epic that re av be calle
wars is Kandapuranam, and thei .w]?r {?CIZD was the
. in whicl . d
the Velan-Suran War, | _ :n the islands
victor. The scene of this war lay ;:ed continent
off the southern shove of the Sube ncnb Ceylon. It
. . }
several hundred wiles away r;)mmunitics of a
appears that thcre were two C,-th one another ;
common stock at constant wa rl\“d and another
. he main land, , e
and located, one on the maul which wer
on one of the adjourning '1512111?15. and rocks-
perhaps in a region of 1CCbC«le%;red Tahsildar
Mr. Chockalingam Pillal, B.A., 21

; tyles the
and student of research at dTi%r;e\gg?s’é :aze- He
two clans, the bull race an by Velan beat the

27s that the bult race hlczzzlle\ji that it betook itself
horse clan out,.so completels

. Europe n
to Central Asia and thence tohCel?:]r]almce ope
course of time. The hero f).ft e bull 2 A
main land, his father ..51\721 ar;ted Jaiker
Collmge ot ool n mauguevcral millennia
college of scholars in the world s
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before the first deluge, which is perhaps the fifth
deluge, mentioned in Scott-Lliott’s Lost Lemuria,
as having occurred i thousand  years ago.
According  to tradition Velan stemmed ar
inundation whicl, threatened his singdom in his
day.”
“Recent  discoveries at
Mohenjo-Daro in Sin
a civilised state, of w

Harappa and
d testify Lot existence of
ell-built cities three or four
millennia before tle Christian era. The secals
found there rescimble those unearthed at Babylon
bencath the debris of g tmple of Hamnairabil
time (L. C. 2100 B. CG.).  If Sumarian civilisation
Wwas an cxotic product in Chalolex, it might have
been the culture of a north Indian people belong-
ing cither to the purc or mixed Dravidian stock
within India.

At the time of the Aryan invasion througl
the north-west, it was Dravidian kingdoms which
flourished in Northern India. Samban, Pipru,
Sushna and others were most probably Dravidian
chiefs in Northern India. Even at a later day,
the ancestors of Rama and Buddha were probably
of Dravidian extraction. What. Dr.  Gilbert
Slater says on this subject is noteworthy, It i;
curious that for the most  part '
observers in Indj
what may be ter
geneity of the g1

the foreign
a who have been struck with

med the general racial homo-
‘cat majority of the people of
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vn the natural
India should not have d;l?rﬁaiix Dravidian
inference that Indians are in t accept without
by race and hecen tempFed to ¢ Indian culture;
scrutiny the popular doctr%ﬂe tfhzfl\r‘,van origin.”’—
religioﬂ and pllilosqphy are LO\ '
(K. Subramania Pillai, ».A-. ML)

II .1

\S Co . ami g
1 - r7f th _[‘u
o S g al 1101"!‘L " 1

e ce
or Tamilians, m respectable parentag

sed, of which but four Ci.al
and descrve consideration. ably expounded by
The Septhian Theory, @ hilological nor an
' - b .o D1 &
: wcither a } . 2o Ol
Dr. Caldwell. h.ZIS net * earncd Bishop has,
ethnological basis. The le s (the cercbral
a C()mph’lrison ol the grammars { the Scythian
letters in chicf) and vocabulaﬂleﬁt O;he conciusion
i . ed to i
11 lanceuages rushe he pon-
and Tamilian languag Lat the
fa rel 1ionship between them. Tl-. the north-
of a rela into India througn 1
Aryan immigrants into In 1 Asian Home with
g o
cep a Centra I by the
western passes had ° . couth by
the Ar "12»‘ and were driven 1.0 th’C‘ the first and
lat : 12; h n inuaders of India was t‘ n suppor-
ater Arya western S
oldest thgory that had a host of {o prove that
ters.  Recent 111\-cstigat10md g(l) ysical difierences
. 1 :
arle Aﬂtal and p nilians
there are marked me ‘ Tam
bhilear the two races and that Ithc;:o Europcan
etween ) . .
are more of the Caucasian Olld nRost quoting
type than‘ of any other. Reinho ’
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Macleane, says, that the classification of the
Tamilians as Twin-Scythians is ‘rejected by all
the leading ethnologists’.  Prof. Julien Vinson
condemns the theory asan “absurd and inad-
missible hypothesis.” Mr. C. E. Gover cxamines
the list of Dravidian words furnished by the
revered author of the Comparative Dravidian
Grammar to be of Scythic origin and says that
every word in the list is distinctly Aryan, as shown
in Fick’s Indo-Germanochen Grundsprache, and
adds that the Tamilians “ are deserving of and
entitled to the honour of omission from the
Turanian family.” The truth of this observation
becomes self-evident when the Turanians who,
according to Mr. Farrar, arc for the most part a
people without a literature and without a history,
are placed side by side with the Tamils who
-owned fortifications ; had an organized political
administration, built grand temples for divine
worship, knew agriculture, cultivated astronomy,
practised the arts of metallic work, weaving and
dyeing and possessed a language remarkable for
its polish, force and brevity of expression and a
literature characterized by its devotional songs as
well as by its philosophigal and cthical wisdon.
The next theory worthy of consideration is
the Mongol-Tibetam; whose, sponsor is Mr, Kanaga-
sabai Piflai, and whose putative parents are
Mr.  Fergusson, Sir W, W. Hunter and

TAMILS INDIGENOUS 29
Mr. Marshman. This theory tod 15 condemned

; hilological support. That
by Ethnology and lacks p : port. That
the Mongolian blood runs in the vexr:1 [ the
Tamilians is said to be due to th::1 :‘rlx:attcrs
Mongols in Bcngal., the ﬂa.t-gxlos;aks}:as ters
wrongly identified with the amia c T—Iimaiayan
had come through th; Sr.lor:lh-elarslg:izan {t malayan
passes as invader’s of South s pot of
times by the sea’ from the once nous port o

amlitti. Our modern ethnologlst‘s 1a how

rtIl‘ldatv the Tamilians are of the Caucasi;.ltzj;ii;é:
feature, form, contour and ﬁCha‘.i S
Mr. Marshman, in his History of Ind'k‘,mat o
refers to the help rendered by 1he‘ Chlr.leab Ochi;
men of India. Mr. Fergusson of Indlar;)e?:;ccn
tectural fame points out the reseuvlb.l‘ancfe M,Llab,u
the Mewars of Nepaul ansl the Nairs o "r::dl ‘v
in respect of their arch!jeciu.rc and :.L);LCO ogi{‘,
but does not hazard any Ethmcﬂthcor?i.ﬂ ;v?eaw
Tibeto-Burman tmu-cs,CSutrrl . \Si:,;
‘ b elt 1in Gentral -
«They had dwelt o2

ing of the
Hunter says, ‘ : Centr
1 i he  fore-fatiiers o
1 with the iore-f: 3 ‘
e by and Linese.” The philological
Mongolians and the Ghinese. he phi ologica
support for the theory resis on quicksar >
: letlers o, . i v
The occurrcnce of the :cuua‘,,z,, = :v, x
i d Tibeto-Mongoliann  languages,
the Tamil an A ngolian - ug a6
the cuphonic resemblance between 14 iy
ikencss an names (€.8-:
Tamlitti, and the likencss of cé’; L e
Kerala ¢Vanavar’ and the Ch
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tials’)—these aré relied on for establishing a
Tibeto-Mongolian kinship for the Tamils. If LD
will drive Tamil off its Indian home, whither
will English fly for keeping its Z? 5 and w
occur in Sanskrit and yet no philologer has made
bold to come torward with an Aryan-Mongol
theory! As regards the cuphonic likeness in
question, it should be borne in mind that an
etymology based merely on sbund is always
uansound.  Among the ancient Chera kings were
reputed Tainil authors, none of whom have even
remotely hinted such a kinship in their works. It
is at present an inexplicable social phenomenon
that the matriarchy of the Nairs has no trace of
it among the highly polished and refined.
Tamilians in spitc of their contiguous existence
for centuries together. It only leads us to infer
that the Nairs must have been the waifs of some
alien people that had drifted into the Western
Coast of India and that had nothing to do with
the inhabitants of 'Tamilaham.

The third is the new-fangled theory of
£lamite origin for the Tamils eXpounded in the
ably conducted monthly called - the Stddhanta
Dipika under the heading of « The Adinixture of
the Aryans and Tamilians ”. According to it,
India was originally occupied by two batches of
Elamite invaders, one taking the sea route by the
Persian Gulf and settling on the West Coast of
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india, and the other choosing .the }andj—\;g;ltt{l:
through the Bolan pass: and occupymg h oxeh
India. The theory is bhased on the pur ;
myths of the deluge and the Ark“con:n;on' a01
india and Elam, on the so-called ;’),h1.10 ’(%glc ’
and sematological identity of words 1.nd ami
and Accadian tongues, and on 'the fancie orfe-
ness of the Sanskrit Elavirtam in Mount Meru,
Elmond of the Bible and Elam. It makes Max.m
a Chaldean viking, and Bharata an Elam1t<i‘
chief. Tt makes the Arvans a later off-shoot o!
the Tamilian or ¢ Elamite’ race, and the Aryan
civilisation as a mere outgrowth —on thc
Tamilian ! All these statements savour of th»
¢ Macedon-Monmouth >’ analogy and are. thi
offspring of Christian zcal and eax'ncst{xess cay n:f.
to an extreme. They find no support or CO%::IP
mation in any of th.c Taj.mhan ‘classm;.hl: n}
theory is after ail an ingenious variant of that Uﬂ

i : 1 oives the Tamilians
the Central Asian Home, and gives the Ta ?
a Mesopotamian abode m thc‘ uoa-l? f“.pezs;.
Mr. V. ]~' Tamby Pillai falls i wu'.h ll.lé Lfcn(_f’
and buttresses his friend’s hypothesis .Wlth Nii‘c-
ence to the building structure, domesu(c1 3]; ‘\:.Ct a.;
sacred {Saivite temples) in Madura and Egypt o

jerusalem, to the lunar and solar dynastics found

. ) : <
in BEgypt and India, to the images (?f kardan;pa ;h
(risliixba) in the temoies of chven. and osu i
India, and to the supposed identity of Siva
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(Chiva) and Javeh of Chaldea.  The buttresses,
cracked -as most of them are, serve no purpose
inasmuch as the whole building is raised on the
shifting quicksands of fancied likenesses and
imagimary myths.

4. The Indo-African-Austral origin of the
Tamils has its supporters in Mr. Crooks,
Mr. Keane, and Mr. Morris, who worked up the
fluid suggestion of Mr. Macleane’s in-the Manual
of the Administration of the Madras Presidency,
that “If the Tamilians had moved from outside
India at all, it may more reasonably be conjec-
tured that they came from the South or East.”
Geological research has shown that the Indian
ocean wasonce a continent and that the submerg-
ed continent, sometimes called Lemuria, touched
China, Africa, Australia and Comorin on its four
sides.. This fact will only argue the vast extent of
the ancient Tamilian country and account for
certain linguistic and other likcnesses now obsery-
ed by such Western scholars as Mr. Curzon and
Prof. Simon in India, Africa, Australia, and
elsewhere. It cannot help to dogmatise that the
Tamils came from any of thesc now far-off
continents and scttled in South India. The truth
may rather lie the other way.

5. Having briely referred to the four
current theories propounded by the Scholars of

the West and the East about the Original home

ey
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of the Tamilians being somewhere eise than in
India, and having pointed oui how all of thcr;
have run more or less in one groove and turne

on one fixed idea of a foreign home, 1 turn to
what I propose to call the Indigenous tbeory aﬁ.d
shall discuss it at some length. Accordmg to thls
theory, the Tamils were not aliens, but ;re t~e
“Indigene’’, whom no Ancas of the Eastern

‘Aryans could either vanquish or dislodge. The

peopling of Tamilaham with th.is c.hosen tribe tranfi
scends all history, all legends within the memory o
man. The first Aryan stranger, who swam south
across the trackless jungles, was da%zlcd with the
splendour of the Royal Pandyan' Courts, a.ndbl;e
was not too proud to seek shelter in tbe hosp{ta e
Tanil land that smiled to a sunny clime. History
finds the Tamils in their prese‘nt abode wlg).lgg _
before the Romans conquered Egvpt or Christ
was born in Bethlchem, before Poru’a: met the
Greck or Darius lost his crown; bcu)‘r.c Plato
wrote his Dialogues and Solompn made 11{5 an.gs.
In short, the Tamil people .bchc‘vlc /and tu} tlgor; 1
supports their belief) that from the .S.LaltIO 1 Cld
existence they lived and thr}v-fd in !t e sz
watered by the Palai on the 1\1‘01‘&1“31'1(1 )t[l? sfi-
swallowed Pahruli on the Sout.n.——(ﬁ,i. Iflza;al'.nz). |
The 1amil people, according te Tolkapplam

and usagce fal{ into three classes: thala, ikinal
R
and tholil makkal. .

3
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. T hala;,
1. Anthanar 3. Vanikar.
Arasar 4. Vellalar.
T hinas,

1, Kurinchi—Kuravar.,
- Mullai—Ayar, Idaiyar,
3. Marutham—Ulavar,
4, Palai——Vcd:'Lr, Maraval‘(. Eyinar.
5. Neithalwl’arathar, Nulaiyar,

T holil—A.
Prohitar Sanar, !
Pallar Sakkilyar.
Paraiyar Pulayar,
T holil—B.
Kammiar, :
(a) Iron (e) Stonc,

(b) Gold and silver (f) Clay.

{c) Other metals (g) Oil mill.

(d) Wood (h) Loom.

Arivar or sagcs,

Ulavar or tillers.

Idaiyar, Vedar or shepherds, hunters.
Kammiar or artisans.

Padayatchiar oy armed-men,

Valayar, Pulayar or fishermen, scaven-

TU B OO D
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B
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s

According to Kanaka Sa“l)ai.
inbabitants of the Peninsular Indi

- -order of time. ;
1. Aborigines :—Minavar—fishermen, Villa-

Y

var—bowmen. -

2. Nagas-—Maravar, Eiynar
Oviyar, Aruvalar, Parathavar.

3. Tamils—(w (Pandyan)
(Chola) (sea-kingg), Vanavar (Chera).

4. Kosar—(Koshans)—Kongu
pulsed by Thithiyan and Killi.

5.

Pillai, the
a were, iIn

. Oliyar,
Thirayar,

Nadu, re-

Aryans—defeated by Nedum Chelyan,

routed at Vallam by a Chola, and overcome by

Senguttuva with the help of Kanna
Mlecchas ; peaceful settlers,
The Classes based on status were

r; hated as

:—1 Arivar

(Sages), 2 Ulavar (farmers), 3 Ayar and Veddu-

var  (shepherds and hunters),

4 Vanikar

(merchants), 5 Padayatchiar (military men),
6 Otrar (spies)y, 7 Amaichar or Ministers or

Magistrates.

GHAPTER II1

TAMIL LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE.

1

Tamil, the language of Tamilaham, is one of
the carliest (if not the earliest), languages of the

world. It took its origin in she co

untry itself.
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It became the Janguage of the Indian Peninsula
ind was spoken in different parts of the world.
The language spoken now at Kamchatka, the
n.orth-eastern corner of Asia, is considered té’be a
dialect of Tamil” (Sir W. W. Hunter). «“ The
language spoken by the Maories in the far-off New
{ealand, which denotes the utmost southern limits
of the 700 kathams of the Tamil land from Cape
Comorin, and the languages - spoken in the
flumerous groups of islands between these two
boundaries are allied to Tamil.” (Indian Anti-
quary, ‘Vol. X). “The language spoken in
‘Y"uscfmy in Italy is a dialect of Tamil ™ (J. R. AL S)).
‘ },t 1s said that the Chinese has some aflinity to
it” (T.P.P. 1913) “The three classic languages
of thfa world, viz., Sanskrit, Hebrew andk Gregek
contain Tamil words in the vocabuI;ry ”—(Rh ;
Davids). Asone of the carliest languages‘ it};s'
natural, not artificial, in spitc of the infl(ucr;cc of
many 'tongues on it. Its vocabulary has received
accessions from poly-lingualism, but its grammar
has continued intact in its essentials. Tts soun:ls
are the outcome of the natural use of the organs of
speech.; 1ts letters too represent the naturalgsou‘ ?—
cvolptloqs. It is rational, and cvery rule i n('t
has its raison d'etre.  Its alphabet is mysticalu;nld
every letter has and is associated with ’somc

mystical significance.' No other alphabet has

1 Vide Manikka Nayakar'
the Tamil Alphabet. ayakar's brochure on the Mystical Aspect of
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this proud distinction. ‘e @@wrery Brenr®
aperapdeayi’—St. Appar I1, p. 50, ‘<), &, e —these
three He became.” ¢ The Eternal Unit (His Self)
existing in the knowledge of eight-fold form com-
plete, or possessing eight attributes, added to His
Grace, makes two. The eight-qualitied Unit His
Grace makes two. Ullathu (e Kanthali (s)
En-kunatthathu, (&) Avan-Aval-Athu (the three).’
St. Thirumular Has :
“ evar paver 1@ e, @ ot L evafler er (BT

Bler parer epar B gyor, B GO 56T T 15 BTG, 5L

Qeuerr pewreir, ppatilsganer, @ e bl &

Q e peverr, srofl(ms s enanrin Gs 0L

Originally the letters were rounded or
“Vatta-cluthu.” In contact with languages whose
letter-formations were different, the Tamil letters
too underwent slight modifications in form and
shape. The lctter—formations were adapted to the
iron stylus and the palmyra leaf. The introduc—
tion of printing has given the letters a settled
form.

In ancient, Muthur, afterwards named
Madura, where it was first spoken,  Tamil
had flourished for a number of centuries. The
first litterteur was a man of Tamilaham or
Ahaithian) A number of scholars bearing the

1% The Tamil name Agattiyan means a native of Agathy-—a small
island off the coast of Malabar, 1§ sq. m. in extent and lying about
30 miles north-west of Cavarathy, the most westerly of the Lakkadive
group. The language spoken in this island bears a closer resemblance
to Tamil than that of the northern islands™ —d. S. C.
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same name had’distinguished themselves in differ-
ent departments of knowledge. A coterie of
Tamil scholars met in that ancient city and not
only judged the works of their contemporaries but
set examples of their own for Iyal, Isai, and
Kutthu (natakam being a species), or gram-
mars on lyrics, music or pan and drama. Asa
religious people, the Tamil scholars invoked Siva
as their president. Millennia afterwards, Mutthur
or Kavatapuram or Pearl Town witnessed the
second great conclave of men of letters of which the
aryanised Tamil Agasthiar was one and in which
he made a mark for himself ! When he came

1 Agasthya can be said to be the father ob Famil, as it 15
asserted traditionally, in one sense only: he was the first probably
to introduce a grammatic system founded on a Sanskrit prototype.
The ancient Tamil versification is purely Dravidian {Tamilian), and
its genius is utterly distinct from that of Sanskrit. The possession
of numerous, varied and polished forms of verse, independent of any
Sanskrit models, leads one to the inevitable conclusion that the
Tamil branch of the Dravidians had
contact with Sanskrit. Withour p
of versification are meaningless,
being only after Agasthya and his
it would be a mere imitation of S
is in Telugu and Canarese,

The age of Agasthya was in reality a new era
Tamil literature. It was then that Sanskrit inil
to be felt. Northern religions and social “Instit
duced, and the Brahmanical priesthood. and, in irs train, the
Buddhist, the Nigrantha, the Ajwakas and other religious sects
began to pour upon the South. 1t was then that grammars modelled
.on thase of the Vedic schools were first propounded by Agasthya
and his followers. It was then that literature exclusively Dravidian
was replaced by northern traditions and legends, The national
literature was slowly modified

S i . its legends transformed, its heroes
amalgamated with or lost in the Personality of those of the North,

and its gods absorbed. with a change of name, into the Aryan
pantheon. This process of gradu

; al change was a fait accompli bofore
the fifth century A. C."—(Terra Tamilica),

oetic literature, metres and rules
If that literature hLad come into
disciples had come to the south.
anskrit, in form and substance, as ic

in the history of
uences first began
utions were intro-

a literature of its own before its
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' uthern
south, he mastered the language. of the so

i amil
country and its literature ?‘nd compjz;iﬂzign v
grammar, called after hls‘name e
two parts, claborate and brief r?lspe:n o
MR tlzv:;\r/zeplslgclti)n or division
rote only grammars o . o
:)vf i)I'amiljigxgammar. Tolkappmm, t}lze gg(zit;ts "
of his master pupil, has survived t e‘ vage o
time.! Though® styled a grammlf.l,wn o
encyclopadia of scicnces. and arts,, n(;edi‘lections
ancient Tamils, though its author's p cdilections
have introduced elements of Ary.z;m o X e
have tinctured the regional class-l ica o oy
Tamils with the Aryanised Tan1%lzt1}r1€s ﬁcrSt i
o s s e identified with the Anthanar
iests whom he 1
:)2 ptl;iEStmost cultured and well-ma.r(linereglf ix;;(:
ly lcaders or fricnds .and guides of )
?lilagrili}Is Besides giving prominence to thc"ﬁfle:};
' iar ardently courted favour \'\71
i?)lrl:;ill)ls by giving them a %rank ni;fmt;)tyt}:;:
priestly and lifted the n?ercantlle 30;;6 e ied
the third rank in*the socmlv scalc‘w 1 le e P
down the ever-hospitable Vellalas or

: é ¢ chis
int > commentator ot
- tinarkiniar, the entar O he
1 According to Nacc siniar, e rrangs
AU{? \\';1: composed betore Lwn} \i:;na e e ate
Y o Rig. Yajur, Sama, and Atha It i e any, race
Ved3§ e P%,l‘l‘ll[‘.i as there 1s Do refereijnt e otk on
alkappian 5 Aindram’, the very firs Bk inion
i b!m {'0 il * Agathiyam’. now extinct. in is at least
‘ ike the Tamt ; L Do e am
i?l:xl’xl?alr‘n:;hesvholurs of the present (égy. Tolkappty
8,000 years old."—Terra Twnilica, p. 3.
A



42 TAMIL INDIA

closer}ess of their translation.! The purity or
chastity of Tamil was gone, nature was rclegated
to the background, and rhetoric and ornament
disfigured Tamil literature. Word-jugglery waxed
extremely while sense was qﬁité forgotten.
Proﬁciency in ‘Yappadi Viddhai,’ or ;n the
manipulation of metres was culogised beyond all
measure, and no serious attempt has been made
to set back this poetic vandalism. This is the

main characteristic of all ‘Tamil poctry since the
days of Kamban.

' -T‘amil poctry consists of sacred songs, epics,
didactic, philosophical and medical pocmé ‘besides
ballads, odes, lexicons, grammars :md) poetic
messages. Lvery ancient Tamil poem, couched
In language at once epigrammatic, polished,
sharp and pointed, is a swect thought-mosaic,
made up of good and beautiful rcﬂcEtions and
has, at bottom, true charity or love, prcscnt’cd in

1“The Puranas are the earliest

Upani s are the earliest interpreters ot the Veda and
exl;iailsgg.ts._rh\ghgle .pals‘sﬂu'gcs'fmm the qunish:\ts are quott(cd :’llﬂd
e uned. StOrieSpt;lthllgeLli!::illl'lux;trl)-utc(? L;_V stori{:s and parables, and
the o  thems are e eiavorated.  Allchese explai

thouggte_rfa?i?g l;:ttw{u\? the ()l}l and the new system of l:\\'urslti}:wp':!:'xj
Suprome Bung out 5::} v tgc dntfcx'cnc‘c and distinction between <rhc
Thote soriman tha 311)1 kn‘:an, :mdvn‘_llustrutc‘ the paths to salvation.
ocean, and Tripura 5‘«: hi.l sha _sacrifice, the churning of the mitky
specially deals with tldntl;»‘lrl‘l' Durga Puja, ete. The Linga Purana
of Puranas are Saivitle' ireh of the Jyvotir Linga. The largest r\um‘hcr
Purana, as pointed ouct‘gmlvt-}f—e oldest of them is the Vil;u or Siva-
the wisdom of old fr()my\"-.l -ﬂ;.n. -Th“ Chandokya Upani<hat traces
accordingly deals with d;‘m\r}u Sam‘tkumﬂr'l' and Skanda Purana
some of the puranas are cljza::‘llymlt"ltsumem ihe uttara portions of
of new sects and faiths "—(J. M I\:‘); trerpolations showing the uise
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all its intrinsic brightness. Kutal is a tYPical
Poem. 1tis in couplets, brief and sententious.
It won celebrity cven in the sangam age. Th-c
Thiruvalluva Malai or the garland of encoml-
astic verses by the illustrious poets of the last
Tamil academy may be perused with Prf)ﬁt an‘d
Pleasure as the critics have prcsentcd in their
stanzas the different aspects and analyses of the
famous classic. Onc compares it to the lamp
dispellingr our mental darkness with the oil-can
of dharma, the wick of artha and the ghee of kama,
words of perfection the flame, and the short rfle-tres
thelamp-stand. Since its publication all religion-
ists—Buddhists and Jains, Saivas and Vaishnavas,
and Christians to boot, have claimed it as their
own. In a short paper on the ethics of Kural,
the Rev. Dr. Pope holds that Thiruvalluvar has
based his ethics on the grand truths of pathi,
pasu, and pasa. The poet is a theist. His God
is the First Cause and Lord, Intelligent, residing
in the heart of His creation, immaculate,
untainted by likes and dislikes, incomparable,
beneficent, the séurce of all dharma, has eight
attributes, is the Eternal Truth and the Perfect
and Good Being.

Among the religio-philosophical works in
Tamil, Siva Jnana Bodham in 12 stanzas by St.
Meykandan is a masterpicce of metaphysical
thought, remarkable for its brevity, depth and
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in the Indian ocean—Ileads us to this belief. . . .
According to Professor Elliot there were many
erosions, and the last of them was about gooo years

ago. Even taking the last erosion as the basis of

calculation, the Tamil people must have existed
gooo years ago. If they were as old as gooo years,
their language must perforce have been an origi-
nal and independent language.

‘Arjuna is said to have marricd Chitrangada,
the daughter of Malaya-dhvaja, King of Pandya.
Purananuru celebrates the Great Rice-giver,
Athan, a Chera King whose recsources were
so boundless as to feed the rival forces in the
Great WarmScholars are of opinion that this
war between the Pandus and Kurus was fought in
the 13th century B.G. When one band of
Sugriva’s forces marched southward in quest of
Sita with Hanuman at its hcad, the three southern
principalities were fully organised and pro
perous. Valmiki’s Ramayana testifics to it. King
Vijaya, the Ceylon Ruler, (B.C. 503-505) is said
to have married a Pandya princess and had a son
called Pandu-vamsa-deva....In the grd censury
B.C. the edicts of Asoka mention the provision of
¢ remedies for men and remedics for beasts > made
in the realms of the Chola and Pandya.

“No other literaturc has such an ancient
history as Tamil, except perhaps, Sanskrit. You
may begin with Greece.  You may pass to Rome.
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You may turn to England. You may feel the
literature of these countries to be among t}}e
noblest the world has produced. Yet, you will
find that the literature of Greece may be summed
up in a period of about 500 years. Tl.le literature
of Rome may be summed up in a period of about
700 or goo years. The literature of England has
cven a shorter history than that of the other
two countrics. It has not a literature of more
than 500 years up to the present dz.ly. But
according to the most ‘modest computation, the
literature of Tamil land is spread over a field of

2000 years.”—(C. Sri-Kanta.)

TAMIL LITERATURE.

1. The.Age of Sangam up to 4.D. 100.

Sangam (ij—About B.C. 9890 0 5450.
(i) L ®s 5450 to 1750.
(i11) » ,, 1750 to A.D. 100.

T he important works of the age are :

(1) pathu—Pattu or Ten Idylls.

{2) “Fitu—thokai or Eight Collec-

\ tions (Anthologies).

(3) Pathincn~~Kil.-kanakku or
Eighteen Minor works.

(4) Pathittru—Patthu.
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II. The Age of the Fains and Buddhists
up to A.D. 600.
(i) Pancha Kavyam (Major works)—
Chintamani, Silappathikaram,

Manimekalai, (Kundalakesi, Valai-
yapathi), Perum Kathai.

(i) Pancha Kavyam (Minor works)
Sulamani, Yasodhara Kavyam,
Udayanan Kavyam, Naga Kumara
Kavyam, and Nilakesi.

(iif) Grammars, Lexicons.

L. The Age of Religious Revival up to
A. D. 1000.

(1) Thevaram, (2) Tiruvasakam, (3)
Nalayira Prabandan.

IV. The Age of Literary Revival uh to
A. D. 1400.

(1) Kamban, Ottakkutthan, Puhalendi,
Auvvali, etc.

(i) Meikanda Sastcas, (14 in number).

(iif) Puranas trauslated,

(iv) Commentators —— [lam purnar,
Nachinarkiniyar, Senavarayar,
Parimel Alahar,
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V.. The Age of the Monasteries up to A. D. 1700.

(i) Pandara Sastras—by 4 Desikars—
Ambalavanar, Dakshina Murthi,
Swaminathar, Karur Velappar—
sixteen in number.

(ii) St. Pavanandhi, ctc. Athivirarama
Pandyan.

(iii) Arupaghiri, Tayumanar, Patti-
nathar.

(iv) Villi-Bharatham.

(v) Sivajnana Swamigal.

(vi) Mahomedan _Poets.

VI. The Age of Western (Luropean) Culture up to

4. D. 1926.
(1) Beschi (Viramamuni), {2) Rhenuis,
(3) Dr. Pope and Bower, () Dr. Cald-
well, (5) Dr. Winslow and Rottler,
(6) Prot. Sundaram Pillai, (7) Munsif
Vedanayakam Pillai, (g) Pandit
Krishna Pillai, (g9) Maha Vidh-
wan Minakshi Sundaram Pillai,
(Io)"\/'. G. Surianarayana Sastri,
(1f) Pandit (Maha Maho Upadhiya-
yar) Swaminatha Aiyer, (12, Rao
Sahib V. P. Subramania Mudaliar.

« There is little doubt that the Dravidian

languages arc incomparably older in point of

4
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time than the Sanskrit. It is not an unrcasonable
supposition that they once occupied the whole of
Hindustan "—Manual of Administration of the
Madras Presidency, Vol. T p- 43.

“It (Tamil) stands alone without any
predecessor. In origin it must be long anterior to
the Sanskrit ....Human remains and traces have
been found on the East Coast of an age which is
indeterminate but quite beyond the ordinary
calculations of history. . . . The local tradition of
the oldest portion of Chera mandalam or South
Travancore make the Dravidian dynasty of that
Country ‘coeval with the origin of the world. ...
As far as present evidence goes, however, they
are indigenous to India and perhaps indigenous
to Southern India’. Tamil was, therefore, the
most primitive language of India.”’—~Manual of
Standing Information for the Madras Presidency.

“A Purana has five characteristic topics.
These are (1) creation or cosmogony, (2) its
successive dissolutions and renovations, (g) the
genealogy of gods and patriarchs, (4) the reigns
of the great patriarchs known as Manus, and the
ages of the world called Manvantaras, and (5) the
history of the ancient heaven-born dynasties of
kings including the solar and lunar races. But
these original works have perished and have been

superseded by later Puranas, written in the party

spirit of Vishnu and Siva sects ; and theological
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and philosophical doctrines, ritua.l and a.sceltlc
precepts and legends, recommendl.ng particu ﬁr
forms of worship have been substituted for the
old narratives. They are said to be eighteen
Maha Puranas and as many Upa Puranas. La.ter
developments of the Upa Pu{'anas or Sectarlin
Puranas, the ritual element In whlch.secms o
have thrust into the background the epic charac(;
ter, are the Tantras, consisting of the sacrel
writings of the worshippers or forms .ofPfcma:
energy or Sakti . . . . Most of the‘ Tamil u'lxlz;lna
are free translations from the Sanskrit. esl:e
have added to the mental comfort of the people
from remote times.”

CHAPTER 1V

TEMIL RELIGION
I .

Religion was and is tl.le soul of the Tamilian’s
daily life. It is one of its fundam'cntals. Ag;s
prior to the emeggence of the H{malayas, the
Mahendram Mount in the Kumari Nad.u, now
under the ocean, was the seat of the Tamil sages,
d it was there  that the Tamil Marais were
Z?vinely bestowed on four of then?. They 'dealt
with aram, porul, inlba}m, and vidu, or vx;tue,
wealth, pleasure and bliss. They were, therefore
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fo.ur. in number -and designated nan-marai. To
distinguish them from the later scriptux:es in
Aryafn, they were characterised as ¢ pandaya nan-
mar.al’ or the four most ancient holy books.
Owing to a succession of deluges and eyclic
cha:nges, the manuscripts of the marais were lost
while their teachings were remembered and
preserved in practice by the Tamils that had
scampered northward for the safety of their Mves
They continued to be orally transmitted froﬁ;
generation to generation till religious enthusiasm
prcvaulf:d_ and came to be encouraged by political
tranq}11111ty and peace. Scintillations of the
marais are scen in the Thevara hymns of the
saivite saints and in the psalms of the Alwars.
The religious philosophy or the divine science of
.the Tami}s is contained in the God’s Word, called
in later times Ahamas. Kadaipidi or the Sid,dhanta
system, the choicest product of the Tamilian
intellect, was evolved out of the Divine W dl
“The Tamils were one of - foren

. . of the foremost
f:atxons to wqrshlp one Supreme Deity (Siva)”.

They were in Southern India enjoying a high
state of civilisation all peculiarly their own whﬁn
the Aryans entered India. ., . .» (K {’ R.)
“ .Ravana the Great and the invincible‘ V;.li m
fair open fight were great devotees of Siva—Siva
Bhaktas.”. So also was Rama, who after the
destruction of Lanka by Hanur’nan, worshipped
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Iswara along with Janaki, his wife, (who was the
daughter of an agricultural potentate and 2
devotee of Siva) at the old Ravana shrine of
Ramesvaram.

The Tamils believed in God, in one Supreme
Being. They called their God Siva, the ubiqui-
tous, omnipresent, or universal, as in Sivanuthal
or porunthuthal, or immanent in everything. or
mal, the great, the mighty, without distinction.

The Tamilian God was symbolised by a tall pillar
of wood or stone for the comprehension of the
masses whose imagination was struck by anything
unusually tall or huge. This pillar stood under
some spreading tree where - the worshippers
assembled. The cultured Tamilar conceived
their God to be a Supernal Being, characterised
as Kodinilai or the Great Fixed spreading all over
like a plant, Kanthali or unattachedness, and Valls
or Arul, or the gift of grace. In short, they held
universality, detachedness and grace as the chief

attributes of their Maker and Ruler. The Marais

sang the praises of such a Being. In the process
of centuries Siva®and Mal became the heads of
different systems of faith and worship. Siva has
come down to us not quite unaltered in concep-
tion while Mal became anthropomorphised-

This anthropomorphism was the outcome of the
Tamilian contact with his metamorphosed kins-
men. With anthropomorphism ritualism became
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rampant, and it
DiviIx)]c w,orshcilpl.t corrupted the Tamilian ideal of
w .
Wardinl;a(t)?;(e;" th;a rationale of worship, the
or fear, the Taev'll 7 thc- l}ankcring after favour,
depart::d SOui mlfs Pljopltlated the spirits of the
versary days S g their ancestors on' their anni-
PropitiatiOleaV: at other stated seasons. Such
Divine worshiercboftcn confused with spirit or
distinguisl P by ‘those who could not
o guish t.hc souls of men from the Great $
T the Spirit immanent in e Great Soul
living thing.
Siva Linga ,
worshippers of ’Siv:ieis Sg;nborll ared by the
érroneously interpreted by P
:Tamil religion,
its base, body,

and directing cach

. allic symbol as
5 ignorant scoffers of
u(ti; represents @ or A.U.M. in
the g8 s :111\1I top.. The Five Letters, or
P > N ma siva ya, called in Aryam
oanchak Oara » 15 a purely Tamilian mantram
e g ~Qurs are the crowd of Siva devot 3
ma =nammudaya (ours) e

throng of Siva (devotees)].

: . Its 1 i Syl S
m o amil o

anifest in the use of # in ‘Namachiv: ngin 1}3
the letter s’ b machivaya valha’,

and also in ik \lemg a surd, not'a soft consonant

vayam’ b ¢ large use of the name ‘Namachi’

Tamil-spegkit:e Tamilians alone while not one
g man of the so imi

descent, or for the uth clalmmg Aryan

matter of that, not a single

northerner or
north Indi
bears that name, 1lan of whatever varna

and Siva ayam = the
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When the Aryanised Tamils continued for
centuries to live side by side with the pure Tamils
and their political influence was in the ascendant,
temples on a uniform model sprang up by the
side of umbrageous trees whose contiguous shade
had served as the home of God. The jack and
banyan in Kuttalam, the bamboo in Tinnevelly,
the kadambu in Madura, the naval or jambu in
Thiru-Anaikavu, near Trichinopoly, the tillai in
Chidambaram, the mahilam in Thiru-Otriyur
near Madras are instances in point. The kings
of the Tamil country guided by their selfish
priests raised monuments of architecture for
Divine worship and service and richly endowed
them with villages for their proper or efficient
upkeep.

One reason for the rise of temples of stone
everywhere was the prevalence and subsequent
decline and decay of Jainism and Buddhism in
the land of thc Tamils. The Aryanised Tamils
who had the Vedas, originally trayi or three, and
who had done them into four by Sage Vyasa,
who were firc-worshippers, and who observed the
Vedic ritual and worship, could not brook or
tolerate thcir fellow-countrymen holding views
and doctrines contrary to their own and struck a
bargain with the pure Tamils in order to put
down their enemies. They accepted the Ahamic
Siva as their God while the latter subscribed to
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:g; acuotr}:lor;g f’f the Vedas. The net result of
s © w}})]ichmsg‘ was a blend, called Vaidika
S th,)le . effected t'hc union of the Tamils as
ool (g)alnst their Buddhistic and Jain
e .Saivn baccount. of this federation the
in religion a became intolerant and took part
e ious i)er;e;:lutlon. Thoroughly disgusted
with rituali};t.o the A'ryamsed Tamils and with
ormed 2l uf:‘.worshlp, sections of the Tamils
ramotity o th xglm the vaunted authority and
crifin, T & t}; edas, condemned the Velis or
emphaed easts and. human beings, and
A 'g reéverencing and worship of the
oty Faa }:‘1 \c/cx:s or bcn.chlcnt and beneficent
askance at Bildda}:(iis‘tlzaaia(‘iw\l]tc's o qoghast and
' 1 ains i
}p;:::citls;rs of pious fr.auds. St. jnatxsa:latr}rl:;)l:tsd?lnd
n Part ITI, Padihams 47, 108, and 'n "
“ @4?11;@ Cousliel Qe direuneir enawes '
Blp g CIus Dmaerar@is.” ’
“ Gy oSCaw s Caupmenruens,”
“Ceoug GeveirademmL 1B & % Qed gy L T
) wssa .(506071_& &1 706w @,asam'a.”
cooufa s Sebr m&ﬂ@ufr@ &n",sa;a' ’
PES (P& NI Creng.”
“ @&m‘&c.?ﬁn@ whEphs enio 4 5
EEE S LITIELT L
urs s &5Q sr Y™ Heoss
FEABIEET Gl S véswr.”
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amils hated religious perse

The indigenous T .
he grain of their mind,

cution which was against t :
but they were forced to it under pecuh'f\r

historical circumstances. St. Appar says i
Part 1, Padiham 60, Thirupperu Veloor : '
¢ efd Ralfeor mﬂaﬁ@r}adr Qe oy sanww ol F IS

ahdigp Qerere Cre) QulSaTP Qsppsr@w.’
Every religion springing from God is acceptable
to Him: the different religions lit from the
Great Torch are the products of different grades
of intelligence, and, therefore, none of them 1s to
be despised.

Note the golden rule,

has laid and must lay to heart:
& Q slam Qarerer 505

which every Saivite

. 0%
“urQsr Jea wrs wa

o7 @ ST (T LTS @i HTLD ameui.”
If the founder of Christianity was a Tamilian by
descent as the son of an Achar{(i) who wasa
Tamil colonist in Palestine, and if Christianity
were the Light of the World, as it %s alleged, tpc
importance of the Tamil religion and its
excellence need not be enlarged on, and it would
be no wonder if there were points of resemblance
in the doctrines and modes of worship of the two

religions.

The una
offered his homage to Si
incense and hymn-singing,
on liberation.

dulterated and cultured Tamilian
va with fowers and

his mind being intent
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St. Appar 11, go.
1even these rites.  Meditation
L MostE 1s what they do and preach.

ENerssrp Qampapori 2o b,

Sages dispense wit!
on the Most High

Religion being mor o ot
g '€ a matter of i
5 3 ol feeling th:
o iS,I;I;cldlbrcct and effective appeal ?0 tG]SS o
i de by bhakti or deep and intense lovcor
e Great Compromiser, S¢. T .

compares the f
Bhakt, oo Daths

e ayumanavar,
ot Sartyai, Kiriyai
ariyai
and Jnanam as follows - L By
6 & . . l T
Lo Fif 5 &3 )
Lo ) ' W 1p Ber QLGUJ@ SHTSST w5 aor s
GLoLy, Loovit, &), et @ C -y
&

(O God! A
to Jnanam iu:fl'ﬁm the four paths from Sariyai
ripe fruit ?). 'Tlh:s(k:)Ud, bl(-)ssom: green fruit and
extrica Practices arc in
te oursclves from the clutchcstcncfled l:’o
' of self:

thcy are
not the dj
salvation. direct means to our final

Lraen @
NN o (1 rror@w.”
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The stories of the sixty-three Nayanmars and
of the twelve Alwarsillustrate Bhakti. Love begets
love. God is Love. Mere scholarship or sastraic
knowledge will not do, and those that rely on it
and parade it are dull fools, “ F13Smn U RuF3H
Fasiarar,” St. Appar 11, 60. Should one desire
to realise God, one should love Him deeply and
intensely like Kannappar whose bhakti is unsur-
passed. God is inherent in things like salt in
water, fire in wood, ghee in milk, perfume in
flowers etc.
“« o@D Bl a5t ured p L@ DE0 DT
oD U BTl s sripseflE GFTHurar
2O ST e Goiey 530 A@»
i 6D 56D,
St. Appar, 1L, go.

WppF ITEE F & il PET

- smm——

II

<« Curiosity has in all ages led intelligent men
to explorethe records of the past, to speculate on
the future, or to dive into the mysteries of mind
and matter. Whilst the learned few with an earnest
mind and deep research aitempted to obtain
correct notions of the-causes and consequences of
the masses, whose untutored minds could
ve nature asa whole, took a low and sen-
orshipped a multitude of

d to bring about all the
hich

existence,
not concel
sual view of life and w

gods, who were suppose
changes in nature and all the misfortunes W
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of the
These g;}:tthbe:St’ and Surya of the South-west,
brothers, namegalidweire the descendants of three
Marichi’s son w; farichi, Manu, and Pulastya.
Indra, VarunaWd,s Kasipar, and his sons were
was Yama. Maq fnd Surya; and Surya’s son
sons were Agnimé/‘? son was Prajapati, and his
Pulastya’s son \:V ayu, and Soma or Chandra,
Kubera. These :S }YlSravaSu) and his son was
related to each Otl}g t gods were therefore closely
was made to repr o The Tamil letter A ()
commemoratiof becnt th(? Tamil numeral eight in
gods. Subse ucolthe eight primitive Tamilian
Siva, was a st?on:r:t ¥, God Subramanya, son of
worship of Siva, supporter of the phallus or sisna
worship (Vide Rik. 1;1:1 IOI-)P?Sltlon to the Indra
—3.5.C 875 21-37 and X 27'19).”
“ Calvism is
South Indiasfne;;rl:: l(l)ld R"C.-historic religion of
times and ho,lds swall}fl oz]/eix:;m}% om pre-Aryan
this _ ¢ Tamil people.
SOul,glzz?;ai:itfmpt to solve .the proble}r)ns pof Glz‘c]lt
unseen worldy,h;ature’ evil, sulfering, and thé
English. Its,t rs rll)ever been fully expounded in
exist in Tamilczt-l ooks (P.robal%ly its sources)
which is often nmrcll Y> and in high Tamil verse,
difficult. . . . it }Cl’ gf set purpose, obscure and
ecstatic religious da;CCSpCr(;tLlslarffonns of sacrifice,
b .
and other ceremonies which st?lldecg(zl;n‘;vs;gs}ifé
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villagers of the extreme South, and more or less
among the rural population everywhere. . . . In
process of time Buddhism and the Jain system -
found their way into the South, propagated by
zealous and able men, and thus undoubtedly
a softer and more genial character was imparted

to the whole of South India. The great revival

and spread, however, of Caaivism is due to certain

saints or devotees, who were meh of great
devotion, unwearied activity,

power. (bamaya Kuravar and Santha

and remarkable
n Kura-

var)”.—-—(f)r. G. U. Pope.)

CHAPTER V

TAMiIL SOCIETY AND SOCIAL LIFE
1

The Tamils, at first a homogeneous commu=
nity, fell into classes or groups determined by
the’ir occupation, wealth, education, refinement,
godliness, cleanliness ete., but all classes worked
harmoniously. Untouchability, unapproachabili-
ty and unshadowability were unknown to them.

¢ Men and women enjoyed equal liberty tand were
" mutually helpful. They were abroad during the
day and lived together under their roofs at
nights. ¢ The gosha life of women came in after
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the Mahomedan invasions. Matriarchy and
patriarchy prevailed in ancient times. The
* Tamils loved their home. There were heroes and
heroines in Tamilaham, and women were never
less heroic than men. Heroic mothers are cele-
brated in the songs of Purananuru. Marriage
and concubinage went hand in hand. There
was nothing unusual in a married man if he had
concubines. When there was no war, gambling
and bull-riding were in fashion among the
brave and the adventurous, the high and the
low, and the cultivation of learning went apace
during the wintry weather, when the warrior, the
trader, the tiller, the labourer, the spy, the
ambassador, the king, and cvery active being
were at home and enjoyed their well-earned rest
in the company of their ncar and dear souls.
Saraswathi Puja or Ayudha Fuja was cclebrated
then, and children were initiated into the myste-
ries of letters or arts during the ra®ny months.
Old books or cudjan volumes were dusted, old
tools or weapons were cleaned and made bright,
and they were set apart and -worshipped on the
appointed day. ,

Learned men were highly respected, and
there were many Aspasias, Hypatias, and
Sapphos. Natural taste and climate very often

decided the nature of the pursuits of the Tamil
people.

L
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Marriage was a matter of self-choice : men
and women met and their eves spoke to one
another. The lovers’ meectings were frequent
and their cooings became closer and more inti-
mate. Truth and honour governed their love
and their social life. Once the lovers agreed,
they kept their word sacred. Their companions
broke the news of their courtship to their pareats,
and mothers were shrewd enough to destect
the love-sickness by the languishment of their
daughters. The different stages of wooing are
portrayed beautifully and succinetly inthe third
part of Kural and claborately and minutely in
Tolkappiam Kalavial and Karpial, in Aha-
nanuru, Salithokai, and treatises on Ahapporui.
Should a she lover prove a jilt, madal-arthal or the
riding on a horse made of toothed palmyra stem
which caused the thighs to bleed, brougit her to
her senses By proveking public abloguy. When
the lovers confessed their love to their parents,
they were wedded with the sun and ~1oon as wit-
nesses and  their couritship was consurarsated.
Marviages took place sometines, but rarcly. with-
out the knowledge orcconsent of thie parents of
the lovers. In all cases thic rule obuorved was
death beiore dishonour.  ‘there svere po marris
agas of girls before fhey attained puberty. Child-
less widows of the labouring classes remaiviced for
the sakc of progeny or maintenance. Beauty
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courted valour and vice versa. Forced unions were
a by-word and a reproach, and force was seldo:
resorted to. The dutics of the married w n
are c_letzulcd in the Tamil Moral Code &;mtmn
marriages between classes were appmvm‘i i I?' s
of merit and excellence. SR
The Tamils, divided into five or seven class

on .the .rcgional (thinai: or vocational }):1%is‘ ‘:;fs
kurinchi, 1?1ulla,i, marutham, palai, ;m(l( ln'c'ith’aw..l,
arasar or kings, arivar or culturcd wen. wlavar ox:
ploug}?men, @yar or cowherds, vinaiyinar (;r artisans
/}({day-mqr or captains and pulayar or scavcnqcrls’
dined and interdined subject to the broad divisio V,
of.vcgcta'rians and non-vegetarians. 1\% in thz
animal .kmgdom the elephant, the camcl' and th
sheep live on leaves and grasses ; the wolf, tt o
lion and the tiger subsist on meat : and tl " "
and the dog live on boiled rice anc’l otirer l: L'at’
as w:ll aslon flesh, so among the human l\mdg::;lgz
creation have heen and are c v i
mcat-ca}ters, and both C(,)ml)ixlil(lltc r}(:giiafl lta}]:st,
vegetarlanism has evolved out of meat-eatki(n} is ?
bell'e nature. Tastes differed -as talents 'gd do
gustibus non disputandam. A meat-cater n;a e 'le
bel((:ome a vegetarian, but a V(gef;lri;ln wil]yh(;iscily
tz.l € to non-vegetarian food except under force z‘
circumstances.  As regards drinks, a rA aria,
_pre.fers Adam’s ale while the meqt;, e
in intoxicants, as arrack, or todc(ly

egetarian
cater indulges
or the juice of
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vines. In ancient Tamil India there were pure
vegetarians who ate grains, fruits and roots raw,
prepared or boiled, and drank crystal water,
because they felt a natural repugnance to any
other dict or beverage, and there were flesh-eaters
who obeyed the dictates of their nature and who
were Nimrods. The vegetarians by nature or
from motives of mercy arc comparatively few while
the flesh-eaters form a large majority. In ancient
classics, in Puram, in Patthu-Pattu, etc., there are
glorious descriptions of royal banquets characte-
rised by abundancc of delicious fish and meat and
jars of palm wine,' and this circumstance has
misled some lop-sided intellects to deny vegetaria-
nism and teetotalism in the golden age among
Tamilar. The vegetarian practice was fostered
by Buddhism and Jainism which preached
against killing and cating the slain.

Among the pastimes, hunting or the chase
took the lead, and singing by panars and danc-
ing by Kutthar and Viraliar graced every
important occasiopi.

The ancient.Tamils put on dresses according
to their social status and in consonance with their
¢ A full dress was the outward

functions in life.
er than of a master.?”’

sign of a servant rath

! Puram 103, 235, 390,
3 Kanakasabai Pillai's Tamils 1800 Years Ago, p. 116,
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Wl}llc men’s dress reached the knee, the
women’s the ankles, and both of them ha:d no
covering for the body above their waiét except
sandal etc. Girls did their hair into ii\;c atﬁ%
(aym-pgl) as the Burmese do even to-day andpllad
tl.lem tied up into pendants. The ﬁ’ve knots
dlsappearCfl and became one braided knot as
they grew into women. This practice must have
become obsolete centurices ago: Whatever their
f,xternal peculiaritics, they werc internally one
in the luxury of doing good. il

Women were highly hospitable irrespective
of race or rank and god-fearing and visited
temples every evening.  Silappadikaramm C. 5
an.d Mammckalai canto 1. contrin glowing cl'cs;
criptions of Puhar when the feast of Indra was
held. 1In it men, women and children took part
and eve.rywhcre there were buntings fcst()onlintrs"
garlandings and grand fair-holdinq\s VJsrhich dU:L-
ted thousands and tens of thousz\mds from t:v:‘r
nook and corner of the Tamil Kingdoms. Y

The Tamils disposed of their corpses in
three ways : they interred or- buried, burnt or
cremated, and exposed them to birds }zmd beasts
of prey agcording to the tribal custom Sum‘ath‘i
or burial in a sitting posture, in a i)articui#r
place was reserved for ascetics, and a structure
was often raised over it with a lingam Aor other
image at the top. The disciples or relations of
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the holy dead arranged for daily puja and made
endowments for the purpose. Urn-burial was the
case with the corpses of very old people noted for
their longevity. Yima-ihalis are unearthed in
different parts of the Tamil country. Cremation
took place on public grounds, or burning ghats,
and the ashes of the dead were preserved in
vessels and thrown by the heirs or kinsmen into
some sacred stream or other. The practice of
cxposing the corpses to crows or vultures seems to
have ceascd long ago in Tamilaham, Viewed
from the point of sanitation, cremation is the best.
The rites and ceremonies connected with burial
and cremation have grown with the increasing
influence of the priests or gurukkals, and they are
a drain on the purse of the Tamilian, high and
low, rich and poor. In the present cge of free
inquiry, the heavy marital and funcral expenses
are ebbing fast, and the Tamils hope to be free
from the tyranny of sclfish priests.

One point in connection with the tying of the
iali deserves scrutiny. At the [irst wedding the
bridc-groom’s sigter tied it round the bride’s neck
and at the subsequent wedding or weddings during
the life-time of the first partner the latter per-
formed the function. A man usually prefers his
maternal uncle’s daughter, and not his sister’s.
A wife’s sister was not forbidden for marriage.
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the chief sources of amusement 0 the masses of
the people. Women amused themselves at home
with teaching parrots, singing the vallar ot
ammanai, rocking on swings, and playing the

games of thayam, Lalanku or panthu. Thayam was

the same as the modern game of dice, but the

blocks of dice used were circular in shape.

‘The game of kalanku was played with seven tiny
balls. . . . In thegame of parthu balls of the
, and thc players
running for-
d, accord-

size of a lime fruit were used
struck the balls with their hands,
backwards or wheeling roun
Is.

of the evening, the
noblemen drive out in splendid chariots drawn
by horses, cach attended by a number of his
footmen who run by the side of the chariot....
Their ladies. . . .appearcd on the high terraces of
their mansions, and their perfumes spread frag-
rance through the strects.

«Youths gaily attire
with jewels and flowers walked the streets.

‘1t was not_considered indecent for a youth
to visit harlots or courtesans, to stroll with them
in the parks, of to bathe and stroli with them in "~
the public bathing places.

« Among the lower
ceremony was performed
priests (Kali-thokai).

wards and
ing to the motion of the bal
“In the cool hours

d, and harlots decked

classes the marriage
by the Arivar or Tamil
Boys were considered
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marriageable at sixtecen and
of age.

€< T
drunk bc;,dgl); dranl from the cocoanut palm was
soldiers and walr)(c)lm' Class.cS such as labourers,
manufactured ; e,rmg.mmStrdS' Scented liquors,
thathaki and othm‘n rice and the flowers of the
by the richer cl er fragrant substances were used
brought by Ya\?:,slcs./ Cool and fragrant wines
have been the‘rcfao;:r g1~cek) ships, which must
favourite drinks of the I\’fiilsz]s,uf??gy’l) \werc the

girls at twelve years

CHAPTER VI

TEMIL TRFDR AND COMMERCE
I
Th i ami

Particult:m:‘-llnmzr»‘t 'Iaml.ls were great traders, and
trade was leot dce isecn?n vtz., Vanikar. Internal
Communicatio nergetic for want of facilities of
carricd gond ? | Pcdlars, pack-bulls or asses
of merch s from _plaCe to place. The Vanikar

ants dealt in every product of the land,

grains, salt, pepper, cloth

sea-goers, etc. They were great

fortune cv:}?(ll) the aphorism of Auvai to seek
wi Q5@ conf Y sea-faring Bass Corgys Gad
etc. WhiChr}ll"ﬂ?S 1t. They owned vessels b.o)ats
5 acilitated coastal trade The;e w ’

. ere

several §— i
ports—Ophir or Uvari, Korkai, Musiri
b4
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or Cranganore, Barygaza or Broach, Vaikkarai,'
Puhar, Naura, Tondi, Karaikal, etc. '

Korkai, a village on the bank of the Tamira-
varni, was oncc famous as Pandya capital and was
long the cmporium of South Indian trade. In
olden times the City extended eastwards to the
sea, but is now seven miles inland. Ophir or
Uvari, the scaport, formed a part of the ancient
city. Ncar the modern fishing village bearing
are sand dunes which are pointed
here gold mines worked in times
day resort

that name there
out as the spots w
of yore and to which pcasants cven to-
after a rainfall to pick grains of gold.
The Tawmils traded with the Chaldeans and
teak, found in the ruins of Ur, the sea-port and
capital of Babylon, grows’’, says Ragozin in
Vedic India, p. god, ““in Southern India close to
the Malabar Coast and nowhere-clse ”.  They
took indigo and muslin to I'gypt. King Solomon
had sandalwood, apes, and peacocks (thokai) from
Ophir. ¢ The navy of Tarshish brought gold,
silver, ivory, apes and peacocks from India.
veh had gola from the Tamil country, and
The Greeks took rice, and pepper.
Pearls were exported [rom Korkai.> The Romans

—Nitkuntram and Tondi, the first maris of Tami-
Tondi in the Raimnad territory 18

Ninc
Assyria tin.

1 Both ports

labam, ti the Chars country.
. . 2

another. “ grerwt@orarg ~—Puran 48

s Pandyan describd as Qarpas&QTIT &N Gl g g D

Silup xxiii, 11
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?r?lili?oir:%(f)‘?;é? at 'Musiris" safeguarded by a
in many places ;/IOVIH: Rowman coins are found
mint oL Str.UCk avc ura had Pmbal)ly a Roman
paid heavily for e, E’ﬁl)!)‘:l‘ coins, Roman ladies
tuary law ;\'a% Dlas:acldb;;”‘.Omamcms and a sump-
Roman coffers thereby ‘jall’lllim lh(j depletion o t'hC
ed against the . ny hllt(‘r‘ly complain-
‘ ! ae Roman fadics’ fondness for
55:115- 1 ‘Our ladies glory in )
tlleifnzlz(rimflli:: ;pm hn'(“f""'\ or two or three of
with the :utl“? %()111 their cars, delighted cven
againet at m% ‘()f the pearls as they knock
St cach other, and now, at the present day.
pCOprl)e er(;riﬁlat;s?slzfrc. even :11.}'0(,‘&11,({ them, as
worn by a wor ¢ .ld!)ll’ (')[ saying that ¢a pearl
walking before :;12 . plrlmm is as good as a lictor
they put them o tl”]-levl‘\;ly, evenn more than his,
the laces of thoir ca 111’ 1(ict, and that not only on
it 15 mot enoush n(d? but all over the shoes!
tread upon thim " (\Jvcm pearls, but they must
well. . ... I on)cfam W?lk ‘}’1111 thfffn under footas
the Emper(')r ths:aw. wollius Paulina, the wife of
festival or any sglcl;:ée:ﬁo:‘o; ;ll Hll)’l pube
. 1al, but onty at an
2;?;1;?; l;er:;othal‘lf:ntert.ainmcm——covcrcg wizth
layers upon h pc}i“ s, ‘\vVthh sh.onc in alternate
er head, in her hair, in her wreaths,

having pearls

Ve e

- . .
anj S )
. . ,:DIBISL.GU vpyrdar aprare e
epr i Roer " Alam 103

—Puram MY, “aur w3y
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in her cars, upon her neck, in her bracelets, and
on her fingers, and the value of which ainounted
in all to 40,000,000 sesterces; indeced, she was
prepared at once to prove the fact, by showing
the reccipts and acquittances”—(Pliny, chapter
IX 54 et seq.) Besides pearls, beryls, opals, onyx,
saphires, crystals and chrysolites went to the
western Roman Empire.  The Pothia Hiils. the
Tamilian Parnassus, supplied sandaiwood to
distant countrics. Fine silks, hair cloth out of
rats’ hair, cotton cloth and Kalingam shawi bales

were scen in the factorics or godowns at Puhar

ready for export. The trade and commerce of

Tamilaham with different countrics, far and near,
made the Tamil civilisation composite.  The
word navoi derived from L. navis, a ship, bespeaks
the Yavana connection with Tamilian shipping.
The absence of all mention of the Jews in ancient
Tamil literature must be noted, though Joseph
Rabban had obtained certain rights and privileges
from the Chera King in A. D. 192

11
« Trom the ‘carliest times the product of
Tamilaham appear to have attracted the mer-
chants of distant lands. It was mast probably
from Tamilaham that, during the reign of

Solomon (about B. C. 1,000) ‘once in every three

1 Phaskara Rav: Varmai (Fide Logan's Malabr Dlar Ve il

pp. 115—221
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years the ships of Tarshish came bringing gold
andsilver, ivory, apes and peacocks” The names
of the last two objects kapim and tukim as found in

the Hebrew Bible ave the same as those still used

in Tamul, i.e., Kavi and thokai. Subsequently, the

Arabs and Greeks appear to have kept up the
trade with Tamilaham. The Greek names for
rice (Oryza), ginger (Zingiber) and cinnamon (Kar-
pion} arc almost identical with their Tamil
names arist, inchi-ver, and Karuwva aund  clearly
indicate that Greek nierchaots conveyed these
articles and oihier names to Europe from the
Tamil land. The ilgyptian Greeks under the
Ptolemies carried on an exteusive trade in Indian
commodities, and Alerandiia became, at an carly
period, the chief ciaporium of this lucrative
commerce.  Ships of small size which cauticusly
sailed along the coast cairicd the erchandise to
ports on the Red sea, and thence it was taken by
caravans to the acarest point on the Nile and by
boats down the river to Alexandria. .. About
this time, a Greek named Hippalos, acting on
information received probably from Arab or
Hindu (Tamil) m»rchants, boldly. stood out to sea
from Cape Fartak in Arabia, and sailing with the
south-west monsoon trade winds found a dircet
route to the pepper—bearing country -in Tamil-

aham. Thenceforward the trade with Tamilaham

increased considerably. The Romans who con-
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quered Egypt were not slow to take advantage
of the profitable trade with Tamilaham. . ... The
western merchants (Greeks and Romans) who
visited the Tamil land were known as Yavanas.

... .They brought wine, brass, lead, glass etc., for

sale to Muchiri (Muziris) and Vaikkarai (Bakare)
and purchascd from these ports pepper, betei,
ivory, pearls, and fine muslins. The Greeks sailed
from Egypt in the month of July and arrived at
Muchiriin about forty days. They stayed on the
Malabar coast for about three months and com-
menced their return voyage from Muchiri in
December or January. .. .As the Indians were
infested by pirates, the Greek merchants brought
with them cohorts of archers on board their ships
(probably Roman soldiers}. . . . The Pandvan King
sent two embassies (B.C. 26 and B.C. 20} 10 Augus-
tus Caesar, desiring to become his {riend and aily,
Roman soldiers were enlisted in the service of
the Pandyas and other Tamil Kings. During the
reign  of the Pandya Arya-padai-kadantha-
nedum Chelian, Roman soldiers were eniploved
to guard the gotes of the Fort of Madura.
(Chilappathikaramn XIV, 66-7). Yavana vases
and Yavanalamps with the figure of aswan on the
top of each, or lamps in the shape of a female
statuc in a standing posture, holding with both
hands the reccptacle for oil and wick, appear to
have been in common use in the Tamil country.
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There
ere, was a colony of Yavana merchants at
B dpgtnam. . There was no ycar in which
P adi n.ot'dram the Roman Empire of at le
b ty-five millions of sesterces (L A '
I return ware i
n ctum. wares which were sold for 2 hundred
11111‘6% their original value. ‘There are many
a g . . o) ol - ’
ungmons m ancent Tamil poems to voyages
crta}kcn by merchants and others to Nag:
puram in Chavak; ‘ Jav ala
puram in akam (Sumatra or Java), to Kala-
I burma, and to the sca ports i
ports in Cceylon

and Bengal.” (K. P.)

‘ ast
980,979) sending

CHAPTER VII
TAMIL MODE OF WARFARE

1
inva;Iiglrfs Tbanuls were great warriors.  Wars,
e lm, attles and sieges were their pastime
badg}; Oiu;: d'.I“h.cy wore ﬂ.o'wcr garlands as war-
| ‘s distinctive military uniform. The

anglllggc of flowers in conncction with war was

{))ecu lar to the Tafni.l people.  War gencrally

egan with cattle-lifting nr raid. Tl;c cattle-

?}ige::i(\iv;ze vedchi or ‘the flame of the forest.’

o xaiders were Prcccdcd by scouts or spies to
€ position of the herds and the arm

strength of their owners, When a hill fort wa}s,

stor 1 i
med by raiders with steeds and bows, the fort
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was set in flames, and bulls, cows and calves were
scized. The rescuers put on Aaranthai wreaths
(basil or tulasij, chaplets made of dark purple
flowers, and rushed upoir the raiders and fought
furiously. The cattle carried off were presented
to warriors, scouts, proguosticators and others.
Much rejoicing foliowed victory. Palm wine ran
as rivers—-the drunmers had extra cups.  Velan
(valli) dance by the intoxicated succceded. HKotra-
vai (goddess of victory) earing the lion banner,
holding a golden parrot and a bounding stag,
was honoured and worshipped for her grace.
The next stage was the invasion of the enemies’
territories. Kings and warriors then wore the
unfading vanji (a species of yellow flower), and
brandished their bright swords amid the trumpet-
ings of elephants. Fire ravaged the country,
and the sites of the forts, razed to the ground,
were ploughed with asses and sown with till and
prickly plants. The defenders wore canji garlands
and wreaths, as a symbol of their determination
to do or dic. Very oiten they died and thcir
kingdom was overhrown. The defenders of hill
forts assumed noghi (the vitex) wreaths of pale-
blue and fragrant flowers which signified their
pledge to kcep their fort safe and sound. The
besiegers or those who attacked their enemies’
strongholds wore wreaths of uzhingai or cotton with
yellow shoots which indicated the fort as easily
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vulnerable. The third stage was war in gene-
ral, which was offensive. The warrior put
on the war emblem of twnbai or drong wreath and
led forth his hosts, Kings never rushed into war.
They took counsel and thought and thought

before they declared war (the last argument of

noble kings). Wariiors were encouraged with
various precious gifts. Herooes fought and fell.
At the sight of their gloy
wept with joy. The

ows wounds their wives
popular dictum was ‘the
king’s glory is the guardian of huwman lives.
Kings waged wars also for renown The slain
were buried in the field of haitle,
or victorious kings wore Canal o
am, Puram, (66 1) gives the rul.-g and describes
the methods of war ancient days. Pura-
nanuru illustrates (he Cunion modes of war
in several odes, vid.: s hy w2, 03, nay, o5 -2,
250, 267, 27i-2, 290, The glorious  dead Liad
virakkals, or

The CoONGUCrors
land Tolkappi-

stones plaviod with grea COremony
bearing their naiaes and describiung their heroism.
When the memorial stone crowned with peacock
feathers was sct un, garlancs waved, jewels
tinkled, {ragrant fumes went up
deep went on,

The eight stagesof was averations in the anci-
ent Tamyil land wmay be brictly enumerated thus :
(1) the prelude, cattle lifting : vedchi (2) invasion :
vanji (3) defence or resistance - kanchi {4) de-

, aud potations
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fence of forts ; nochi (5) battle: tuml})lal. ((6)) v1ct;)rz'c:
: ' u
i { cattle: karanthar(g)cap
vagai (7) recovery O . {g) capture
i : ingai hese give us an 1nsig
of forts : uzhingai. T ight Int
i i al state of the Tamil Society
the seml-agncultur% |
prior to the separation of Telugu and Qanaresc;.
The war-flowers were worn b}_/ the VlCtO‘I;ST(;le
their kondai or a knot on their heads.
arms of the soldiers consisted of bows and z;.]rré')wts,
javeli The chiefs marched to
swords and javelins. . o |
battle to the sound of the trlba.l drums angl ?%tes;
and the standard bearcrs carried ti}le- u:] a 'ztgo
soldiers had long hair done1
or banners. The soldiers ad lo .
knots and wore anklets which jingled when they
marched.” . o
When war was declared, warning was gnC(;n
to certain sections of pcople as prlesfs, wgm()!d,
invalids. children, the childless, cows arzI d
seople to vacate a place to be bele'ague?e s (v i
?Pumm 9). Among the wars described 1n Tfmz1
‘ics th : - and Kalinga war stan
classics the Bharata war .
; the battles, the chie .
foremost. Among the : e an
Alam-Kanam [the big barcllygn fotlhces;stvlvno which
i . d routed thc o
Pandya defcated an th °
ned 1-}ing<; and their confederates (Seral, Sejnbyan,
\S b n . /
Titivan, Elini, Lrumai Uran,‘Irungo \er}ln_z;lrx,
TeryPo;unau) vid2 Aham gv, and the ldryds’
Madurai Kanchi by Mangudi Maruthan, anc'l Ne zg
nal-vadai by Nakkirar], Vallam, Nelveli, an

Vennil. There were naval battles too, showing

6
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thereby that the Tamils were adepts in them.
Kottaru against the Chera, Kadayal and Vili-
nam are instances, and all were fought for the
conquest of thennadu or the southern country.
The victor at Nelveli was Nedumaran against the
Pallavas (vide Tiruthondathokai by St. Suundarar
and Peria Puranam by Sckkilar). The siege of
Takadur (Dharmapuri in Salem) has a separate
poem for itself— Takadur Yatthirai. A Tawmil
Chera King is said to have vanquished the northern
rulers Kanakar and Vijayar (vide Silap. xxvi 1
175—225), and the Tamilian conquests of Cthav:-
ham, Sambavam, Kataham (Sumatra), and Kala-
ham (or Kadaram or Burina) are

celebrated in
ancient pocms.

The wreaths worn by wacriors in gencral
have been described, but the three ancict

crowned monarchs had distinctive wreaths. The
Pandyan or Chelyan wore the vembu or Margosa

wreath ; the Cholan or Semhyan the atthi; and .

the Cheran or Vanavan the palmyra, uide
Purapporul Venba Malai which is also an ancicrt
grammar of War. Chapters xuv-xxviii of Silap-
pathikaram describe the po:np and circumstance
of taking and planting virakkal for the heroic
Kannaki, Kovalan’s wife.
AL T Sanch Bidio S s

Qrf,a';,.x;@ w9 m @u(jg(b LICOL. 6UMLSSC w1 aar g
Q@ eper wanaudn salb or@ 1@,

. —Tol. Puram 60.
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11

“1In besieging a Fort the method 'adopted by
the Tamils was first to cut open a wide passage
through the jungle which enclosed the fort : theﬁ
fill up the ditch to enable the army to approac
the walls, and, tinally, scalc the wall wx:h ladders,
or burst open the gates with the help of elephants
trained to the work.

< When the line of battle was drawn up, the
elephants were placed Eirsté the chariots and
horsemen were rvanged behind them-, and the
infantry occupiced the re-r. The or'dma‘ry foott
soldiers carried in their left hand large bucklevs
made of ox-hide and in their right hand a Jance
or » battle-axe. The archiers carried long bom.zs
in their left hand and quivers suspended at their
backs. Both lancers and archers were arned
with swords, which were broad in thc. blad.c and
about a vard long. The cavalry carried ll.ghter
arms and shorter bucklers than thosc supplied to
the infantry. . . .The clephants alwavys f?rmed
the most formidable part of an army, ;m‘d hence,
to cut down a soldiér or auy number of soldiers
was not esteemed §0 great a ﬁ“artw of valour as to
%ill or disable an elephant. Vo fly from the
battle field or to receive a wound on ithe back was
considered a great disgrace. 4

“ The fighting men wh(? beionged to the
military caste among the Tamils were very loyzl
to their kings.
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“ Warriors believed that their souls would
ascend to the heaven reserved for heroes if they
died in battle, and this superstition had such a
hold on them that they seldom flinched from
sacrificing their lives in the service of their

“The bards and minstrels who always
formed part of the retinuc of a king contributed

_in no small degree to crcate and strengthen a
thirst for military glory.”’—(K. P)

CHAPTER VIII
TAMIL POLITY
|

Tamil India, which came later on to be
parcelled out into 36 divisions, originally consis-
ted of the three great kingdoms of Pandya, Chola
and Chera and several chicftaincies, These
chiefs ruled over extensive tracts and often set
themselves up as independent kings, only to be
pulled down shortly by one ot the three kings or
by a combination of theni. Armong those subject
“to the Chola, Pulli and Athanungan of Ven-
kadam and Thirayan or Thondaiman of Kanchi
were conspicuous by their wars with Vadukar.
Malayaman-Kari of Maladu, known as Tiru-
mudik-Kari and his son Kannan—made Cholia

8 24
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Enathi for his rarc services to the Ch.ol'a KI‘D}%,
Ma-vel Evvi of Milalai Kurran?—were' dlStlnglclils ;
ed Chola feudatories. Vel-Pari, an mdepe}n edn
chieftain of Parambu, was a great patron of bar hs,
and his fame was said and sung so largely that t s
three crowned monarchs united the'lr forceshz:nrs
killed every man of his, exc'ept hl/s d}alllgA 7eof
under the protection of .I.{apllar. Ma-\c;\ia}ran
Ay-kudi, Porunan of Nanjil-nad, Palayan-3 :
of Mohoor etc., owed allegiance to tl}c Paln y‘apl
King. The Chera King had undex; hm}~ z}lumlzz
Vel of Alumbil, Pittan-Korran of I\mhn?l:ﬁlakaj
Naunan Venman of Pali, Athiya.man ' of lla -
door, etc. Towering over these m pomt.oi dv}:.Su
libervality was Kumanan  of the Mu.thlrir: lgi-
who, when approached by the bard Pemr?T : z;lim
Satthanar in the wilds, was ready to ()1 gimhcr
his head, upon which his younger despotic
set a high prize. .

e j‘\’t ‘lhl::lfilmz of the diluvian dispersmnsd the
inhabitants of the first an(‘l foremost Pgnk;':axi
Kingdom crossed the dense forests as Dan acated
nia }n the north and traversed the sea-v'a e
regions until thtiy founded SCtthI-].lcntSv in y

; i orti ) with walls an
Gangetic arca and fortified them e
moats. They were Pandus or PanF 1ava s <
when the Great war for partition of mhcutalrixCd
was waged, the Chera lﬂOl‘laI:Ch,' Athan, sx;lppf >
both combatants who were his kinsmen with 10
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and provisions (vide Puram 2). The Chola Kings,
Karikal and Kulo-thungan, carried on their
conquests to the Himalayan barriers and planted
their flags thereon. In short, the expanded
Tamilaham covered the whole of India.

~ Inall Tamilaham the polity was the sawme.
The country was divided into Nadus, taras or
kutrams, urs, or villages \and towns). A naduor
plantation made out of the kadu or forest cleared
was characterised by its unfailing yield and free-
dom from famines, by its wealth, by its immunity
from plagues and foes and invasions. and by the

residence in it of savants and sages. Every nadu
must have spring

fastnesses, which are great defensive barriers.
Kutram, or kurram was applied to agroup of
villages, as mutthur kutram, under the Govern-
ment of a chief or special officer. The ur was
both town and village. It was the wnit of the
Tamilian adiministeation and mainly autonomous.
It bore different thinai names, A kurinchi or
hilly village, occupied by kuravars (or Travular)
who lived upon bamboo rice, anillet and houey,
was known as Siru-kudji (bamlet or kurichi) and
its chief was styled Verpan, or
mullai or jungle land, a village, the home of
herdsmen, Idayar or ayar, went by the name of
chers or padi,and its chiefwas called kone or konar.
The agricultural country or marutham had its ur

Silampau. In

s and strecams, strongholds and -
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and its chict was called Uran (lord) or I\lL)lavvz?n 1!\::1
clder). The palaior desert,.frcq}lented ‘y lwzl( " ,
ar and eyinar, had its Iiurz.m_zbu vuled by
e i1 ief. The maritime village of
Kalai, or Vidalai, its chief. 1he e
fishermen, parathar u”.d nula‘ya,r’ V{)as,~e the title
pattinam or pakkam, and its lvl.eadm(%nkol(l)kah The
of cherpan, pulamban, taraivan o’ *F o ilage
patriarch and the headmman got emeb ttween a8
and settled differences and d{sputes esa o
and @wan. Internally.cach v1ll'age wa‘r ofFen thc;
cach family sent a representa-tllvc, (gcu};cil, The
eldest male member, to the village ~Otic Gouncil
number of members of thc‘ dcmolC 16;dS or home-
depended on the IllltanI“Ot 119use 10 enioved the
steads in each village. .'1116 villagers enjoy
vight of representationt i ‘full. otector of viilages,
The King was ageneral pro h field in the
and one-sixth of the produce of egé O nten.
village was paid to the headman toxl :‘Ls(l;vereign-
ancé of the dignity and power of the oo
In later times cach Villa.gc ha.d a 010: e o
five, called panchayat, including té qu)'t This
and the headman 4 an arflfrztcls:: trc;dc .custom
Court oheyed custom —:‘lan ‘ ul ans  ramount.
etc., and the voice of the clqus‘ D iy
The village unions or kutsains had an asciphs
which was divided into committees for 11 rltg Thi;
land supervision, and general mfn‘xagC;Tlfiﬂin-} ~rial
assembly was subject to supervision Dy 1P
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divisional officers (adhikaris) often associated with
senapathis who made divisional tours, examined
accounts and made allotments out of the royal
revenues for particular purposes. The whole land
was divided into fertile, irrigated or nanchei and
poor, rain-fed pun-chei, and, a Domesday hook
was kept, according to which the royal dues were
taken either in kind or in gold or in hoth. The
non-payment of these dues affected only the land
and not the person or his goods and chattels.
The unit of land was reli or about 7 acres; the
unit of grain a kalam or marakkal ; the unit of
gold a kalanchu or about one-sixth ounce tray;
and the unit of currency or coin, the gold kasu
weighing about 2g grains troy.

Justice was administered free of charge and
impartially by the assembly which constituted
itself into a jury which punished offenders very
cruelly for even small offences. A uumber of
kutrams or taras made a nadu, a number of nadus
a kottam, and a number of kottamns a mandalam
or province under a viceroy, scion or prince of
the blood. The King was at the top of the ladder
of authority. His function was exccutive and
judicial, and he consulted the central organisation
in every matter of importancc. He had not the
power of making laws. Besides the land revenue,
he had excise revenue, treasurctrove, ownerless
inheritances and tributes. He maintained civil
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servants, and armies, and wasa great builder and
beautifier of temples and cities, anicuts or irri-
gation works, and thoroughfares or trunk roads.
With reference to the importance of irrigation
works as the averter of famines, a bard of the
Sangam age thus advised the Pandyan king:
{Puram 18):

*“ Then mighty ruler, listen my song.

Who give to frames of men the tood

They need, these give them life :—

For food sustains man’s mortal {rame,

But food is carth with water blent ¢

So those who join the water to the earth

Build up the body, and supply its life.

Men in less happy lands sow seed and watch
the sky for raimn,

But this can never supply the wants of King-
dom and of King.

Therefore O, Cheliyan great in war, despise
this not :
Increase the reservoirs for water made.
Who bind the water, and supply to fields
T heir measured Jlow, these bind
The carth tp them. The fame of others

passes swift away.”

Five councils helped him in the adminis-
tration.  Aim-perum-kulu or five councils of
people’s representatives consisted of priests, who
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directed religious ceremonies, physicians who
looked after public health, augurs who told about
auspices and foretold events, ministers whose eyes
were on peace and order and new sources of
revenue, and military commanders, whose main
function was state defence ; or, according to
Adyarku-nallar, of priests, commanders, minis-
ters, ambassadors and spies (thuthuvar and otrar).
‘The Enper-ayam, eight councils, compriscd exe-
g:utivc officers (Karumath-lyalavar), priests
tkaruma-vithikal), treasury officers  (kanaka-
Sutras), palace guards (kadai-kappalav), chicl
ciuzens (Nagara-manthar), captains (padai-thalai-
varj, elephant-warriors (yanai-virari, and cavalry
officers (I vy li-maravar). The qualifications of
the councillors were noble birth, crudition, good
char.acter, sincerity, purity, cquanimity, un-
€nviousness and unavariciousness. These assein-

blies had separate council halls in the city for

transacting business. 'They possessed immense

power and, in times of necessity, sct al naught
the authority of the King and punished his
ministers for unwarrantable acts, They attended
the royal levee in the throne-hall and graced the
royal procession. The T

Kings or Queens by here
disputed cases was decided by the assemblics.
The royal household establishment consisted of
the priest, perumkani, kavithi, anthanar and

amdl sovereigns were
dity, and succession in
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manthira kanakkar, and tuese men hac_i the ear
of the ministry. In Corporate Life in Ancent I;z)tli_za,
by R. C:. Majumdar, he says that the assngrx ) 12;
taken together probably formed the prototypc °
the modern Privy Council, and the mmls‘ten:
assembly of the Cabinet. Thgugh sover e1grtlhz
was mainly hereditary anc.l at times elective,

governiment was constitutional. . '

" The Tamil king was a strong man wh(.) W ors
ouly a single picce of Clean' cloth on lu? walst air;n
a jewelled belt over it. F‘hs crowi waa;or}xmg in
shape and set with precious stones. e ;‘aa ¥
him armlets and anklcts (on the .1'1ght leg)o DOH',
and necklaces of pearls or precious stones. , 1S
throne, made of ivory, gold, and gems, restefdo:
carved lions’ heads, and over 1t was he{ 3
superb umbrella. Though attended by coustmt;
and yavana bodyguards, he was of egzr a(t‘:c:::lsela ,
the people and disposed p{ matters wul out e hgr.
The Queen, as wife ol the kmg,.anc nlc()m her
own right, took her scat onl th.c tf)}loncc{: a 1;%\;'0{@
tire king only on public occasions an ncv@‘ ‘

Tn the palace her apartments were

4 crown. . backs
oy . acks

upen only to noble maidcns, dwarfs. E}t'mchTa o

and cunuchs and- not to males. lnc ‘

Kings honourcd poets, and therr f:arlc§s and
sobc‘r counsel in crises of state had its effect oy
then. The bard of the court, or the poc?-laurcatc
who was always by the sidc of the king often
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made bold to warn the triumphant king of thc
transitoriness of the world. The threc great
virtues of royalty were heroism,
charity, and the war drum (
Jjustice-drum (neethi-murasu)
{(kodai-murasu)
occasions.

Justice and
vira-murasu), the
and the gift-drum
were sounded indicative of the
The King’s watch-word was justice at
any cost. When the King of Madura was
convinced of the injustice done

to Kovalan, he
fell down dead.

The story of the Chola King
who punished his heir-apparent with death by

driving a car on him In return for a calf which
Wwas crushed under th prince’s car is well know.
Kumanan’s gift of his head o o poor bard when
the patron was in exile s onc of the memorabilia
i classical versc. Madurai-Kanchi, one ot the
Ten Tamil [dylls, hy Mangudi Maruthanar,
- offers Nedunchelian the victor of Thalai-Alam-
Kanam, advice, like Kipling’s Recessional, lest
the king forget the most high, and the auain-
ment of divine bliss in the moment of his victory.
In Puram g5 Killi-Valavan, the young King,
was offered good counsel by the sweet singer,
Alattur-Kilar in these terms

“ Let me speak out to this
King.

Be easy of access at fitting time

The lord of Justice sat to h
decree.

. ).
rich country’s

» as though
car, and right
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: a1 inions at
Such kings have rain on their dominio
. . i
their will! .
Let all thy victorics
o *s gain
Be the toiling plOUghman S gil' ious men.
Reject the wily counsels of malic e
Lighten the load of those who till the ol.
The dwellers in the land protect.
do this, ' neath
Thy stubborn foes shall lowly bend be
thy feet.”

. by the
nonalty or the masses after / _
commonalty or thc' b Cpullava  sovereigns.
Tamil kings including the Lf‘- Authority and

T or sverence for ¢ )
They had great reve o 1y no
impl)icitly obeyed commands. rﬁﬁl the will of
litical sense. They had no la§~ i
It)l? . reign.  They were indifferent w 10 oy
¢ sovereign. - rulers won vic
Rajas wcrcc> and whether their rulers w Oﬁed o
" i vt ur
or Jms‘tainc,d defeat. But  they dhtohr:i)r religious
I'CS”.CCtC(l any ruler who I‘CSpeth.nG taxes. Even
Préjudiccs and were chary of ICVYI qocenturv and
' KRN le for over a € )
ler the British Ru _ o same
undu' heir chiracter has continued thd havc,
a,l hz\lil, the few. of ‘the Eng,'lish-educate1'H <
' 2 d ~W. “ . o eyn - ibly
fl(])‘_":( d the western idecals and t:t)}k~{‘g(,‘o\z3r,1-
imbibe _ . SfGov
nationality and nauonald umc? ?llllzl non-Brahmin
¢ . ‘he past decadc >
. During the pas ce them feel
mcn't' nent has done much to‘ mal.\e %htorance
?llo'\ ud gradation due to their incrtia, 1gn
1eir de
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and indiffervice, and to educate them politically
that they might respect themselves. The Demos
has hardly begun to shake off slumber and
beware.

A very briel account of the three
kingdoms and their vicissitudes is given here
as an appendix to the description of the Tanil
polity. ‘ Pandinada palampathi’. ‘ihe Paudy
land was the most ancient, and its king had three
sons. The heir to the throne succeeded, while
his two brothers sought their fortuncs clsewhese
as great heroes. One went northward and con-
quered and settled in the south-cast or Chola
coast and the other turncd hig steps to the west
and occupied the adjoining land (chera) or the
palmy western littoral (keralam). The three
brothers who had lived together at Korkai, now
an obscure village near the mouth of the Tham-

bravarni, became three great sovereigns, called

Pandya, Chola‘and Chera respectively. This

account is traditional and uncontradicted. Some
King or other of the Pandya line marched as
far as the Himalayas and Planted his flag there as
symbol of victory, and left a scion as ruler of ihc
conquered country in the north. The
ants of that scion were Pandavas and Kurus, and
when the Great Bharaty War broke out, it was

quite natural for them to expect help and succour
from their distant kinsmen in the south

Tanul

descend-

adb
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h te antiquity oi the Pandy kingdom
The renote a o d Roman
\ 5. by Greek an
is attested by the deluges, by & ambassadors or
\ iters, by Greck and Rorian ambass T e
wr S, ' iter Kartvayana
i reat writer asartyed) L
cmbassics, by the g1t by the Ccyien Chronicle
fourth century B'C'{ v criptions and. above
] Asoban mseriptit
Mahavamso, b‘)f Aso o
all, by the Tamil classics ar )
Y culers were  Knowi _
the Pandyan rules ‘I heunavar, Cowrniar,
Valuthis, Cheliyans, rl }un s the
‘ ' ions of the ¢ 2 :
i veraiens oit :
eic. Among theso 5 muthu-kudumi,
most distinguished were Palyaga ;h i varied in
A : The boundaries varie
7. The bou ; .
and Nedum-cheliyar " - eurtailmen
:inff ¢ times and had extension ot (l The
ifferent e Creeyle rulers.
in the times of the militant or fc ‘f}:navas in later
. ‘ s anga £¢ ,
Pallovas in the Oth and th(‘tlj ?gapdyans. Simha-
: were orcat rivals to the ban B
fimes were great Larasiiihavarman
: ’1-'~ orandson Narasi: Sories
\Y15hnu and 115 o t Ui‘ 1’8;}(}‘,’& tcl‘llt()il S,
ime ir conqgucs L ere
roclaimed theur o They w
pro ) t bear quict sway. Y o
‘These did no Jukyas A.D. 615 whose xing
Chalukyas A.27. U5 -ee great
overrun by the ) helped the three g
-4 cip
Pulikesin IT (A. D. 610-34 , r source
: ulﬂwSlE I E(.ut the Pandvans had anothe o
rens. 4 ' rese 1 y
of trouble. The- Kalobras, 2 1 eled i king
) tm'ud‘ t’he Pandya-country and CX; Kq{"uhm
4 1et Ll
Fadur kone). Feriapuranii) az.\l ‘ e
(I S : ) . : . onguests,
t‘ i\ad‘llf; ces Lo their incursions and €O S{rhm‘c
1_,u "eleren . ~turies the:
'll”velle eventh, eighth and nuith ccx,;{ oo
n the s > e fron Kan _
were thirteen Pandyan “dub,.{,[] tablel. About
Raiasimha (vide the genealogical tabie:
to Rajasi 5

d their commeintaries.
as Marar,
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d of the gth century the Ganga Pallavas

------~ their armns against the Pandyas. Prithivi

Raj—I defeated Varaguna Pandya at Tirupuram-

biyam but was killed in the battle. He was the

ally of Apara jita, the last great king of the

Ganga-Pallava line. When the Pallava power

declined, the Chola Parantakan 1 (906-40) defeat-

. ed Pandyas and assumed the title Madurayum
Hamum Kanda Chola, The turn for overpowering

the Cholas came when the Rastrakutas attacked

them and crushed their power in A. D. g4 near

Arkonam. Vira Pandy. overthrew Aditya Kari-

kala. This up was followed by a down. The

Chola Rajaraja (985-1013) upset the rule of the

Pandya king, Amarabhujanga. Korkai was

changed into Cholendrasimha — Chaturvedi-
mangalam and Chola was known as Chola-
Pandya-Jatavarma. Sundra Chola-Pandya was
Viceroy of the Pandya province. A Pandya-
Chera-Singhalese confederacy
Rajadhi Raja 1 (1o1g-53).
Pandya rebellion during the rcign of Vira-
Rajendra IT (1062-70). The Pandya king was
captured and trampled to death by an elephant.
Gangai Konda Chola became the ruler of the
Pandyan province. In the
the Pandyas revolied again, but they were put
down in 10gg. In the twelftl, century the Pandya
dynasty resumed its rule. Tijj| 1190 A. D. there

was broken up by
There was another

time of Kulottunga
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were four Pandyan kings—Mara varman, ‘]'f).t{al
varman, Vira Pandya and Parakrama. hf\ cxzn
war of succession arose. Parakl.rama and 11(5112 °
Vira Pandya were arrayed against Kul.asch ara
and his son Vikrama Pandya. ThclS:ilg aThe
helped the former and the Cholas the ?h :r.made
Singhalesc troops led by Dandar;)ai:"h [hade
havoc in the Chola country and establishe ira
Pandya as ruler. But Kulottunga 111 supl:;m ted
Vikrama and set him up?n tcl;c ;zr;;;r d:din_
i :ntury, when the Chola pc
::}(lllrtt(;le:,‘:grcltlyas chc more rose into 1m¥?;$n:;;
an’d a long list of about thirty rulers‘ om e
close of the twelfth till th.e .ﬁrst q\{altelh e
seventeenth century is Sl'llblloll:(:dfr‘gl(:he;e;ies e
~_ where available. :
?lt:ct}gllllolgls]} Jthe Hoysalas, were fr1§ndl}' \to atrlllg
Pandyans. Kulasekhara I\ (Ifzgﬁ:lgo%}f and
Sundra Pandya 1L (1275j90) were mgsdevgalr o
power, who were respectively the Kdalesl-sandi of
Mahowedan Chiones N arens the Pandyan
- nder th ‘ od

f’\/lll?[:fl(:‘ Pc()):t(;‘ndcd ,glong the coa}st f1‘01?1 ;%E}leﬂd:z
Nellorc and was called the (;rcatfzx l(.i ;O’blcst
best of all the indies, and the finest an roblest
province in the World. About A._D. Igog rhen
Kulasekhara was murdercd. by Illst?n auham
Pandya for appointing Vira Pandya, a hal
brother of his, as his successor, Vira invo

v

i
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help of Alla-ud-din. Malik-Kafur, his general,
invaded South India in 1310 and founded a
mosque at Ramesvaram. The Pandya rulers bore
sway, off and on, till the 15th century as con-
temporaries of Mahomedan kings, Vijayanagar
Rulers and the Nayakans. The Pandya province
then dwindled into the Tinnevelly district. The
Pandyas, as an cffective political force, disappear-
ed from history when Visvanatha Nayak was
crowned in 1559 by the Empcror of Vijayanagar.
A list of the Nayak rulers is given below for
information.

The history of the Cholas and Cheras is com-

paratively small and covers short periods with
intervals.

The Chola empire extended to Conjeeveram,
and Thondaimandalam was ruled by an offspring
of a Chola king. The Chola capitals were
Urayoor near Trichinopoly and Kaviripumpatti-
nam. The Chola power received a rude shock
from the Andhras and then the Pallavas in the
second and sixth centuries respectively. When
the Pallava power declined, thc Chola power
rose up. Parantaka I added Pandy to his cmpire.
In g49 Rashtrakutas checked the Chola ascen-
dancy; Vira Pandiya took oil the head of the
Chola king, Adhitya Karikala. The rule of
Rajaraja was rcmarkable for the subjugation of
the Pandya princes and for the extension of his
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ciipire to Quilon and Coorg and to the borders
of Orissa, for the annexation of Ceylon, of parts
of Burma and of the Malaya Archipelago.
Chalukyas had ousted the Rashtrakutas and
proved a formidable enemy to the Chola sovere-
tgnty. The reigns of Rajendra Chola 1 (A. D.
1011-44), Vira Rajendra I (1062-70), and Kulot-
tunga I (1074-111g) were prosperous, chalacteris-
cd by conquests and annexations. The first fatal
blows to the Chola power were dealt dvring the
reign of Rajaraja I11 (1216-39) when his feuda-
tories rebelled and Koperum Jingan of Thondai-
mandalim took and kept him captive for a year
till the Hoysala Bellalas intervened and had him
relecased. Sundra Pandya 1 captured Tanjore
and Urayoor, Rajendra Chola III (1246-67)
defeated the Hoysalas about 1252, but their power
continued till the 14th century. The Chola
power dropped into insignificance in 1267.

The Chera history is mecagre. The Cheras
established themselves in Travancore, Malabar
and Coimbatorc. 'T'ill the seventh century A.D.
the great empires »f the north did not affect the
Chera kivgdom. Vanchi was iis capital in
primitive times.  About A. D. 615 the Chalukyas
invaded the country of the Cheras. But the
Chalukyan king Pulikesin 1, hostile (o the
Pallavas, was their friend. Vikramaditya 1 1s
reported to have subdued Kerala kings, and Sri-
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mara to have done the same about gb2. The
Cheras were allies to Pandyas and suffered
losses as such. Rajadhiraja I (1018-54) captured

in battle Vira-Keralan ‘of the wide ankle-rings'

and had him crushed under the feet of a musty
elephant. The Chera alliance with Pandyas cost
it very heavily. Kulottunga 1 (1074-111y; con-
quered Malabar and twice destroyed the ships of
the Chera king. The Cheras then sank out of all
importance in politics, At the commencement
of the 14th century a Chera king marched rigit
across the Peninsula defcated Vira Pandya and
made his way in 1313 to Conjceveram. The Chera
occupztion was short-lived. The Emperor Mu-
barak Khilji of Delhi is credited with a conquest
of ‘Malabar’ in 1515, 1In the middle years of the
fifteenth century Travancore was very aggressive
and wrested fromn the Supreme power considerable
portions of the Tinnevelly district.
were established, one
at Kayal. About 1732 the Chera ruler’s ambi-
ion overleaped its bounds : he delied  the suzer-
ainty of Vijayanagar. Achyuta, the king of
Vijayanagar, marched aguinst‘ him, planted a
pillar of victory in '1ambraparni and exacted
tribute from the Chera king of Travancore. For
nearly three centurics the Cheras were not able
to recover any portion of the Tinncvelly District
lost by them., In 543 Vithala Raja of Vijaya-

‘Two palaces

at Sermadevi and the other
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c e
nagar invaded Travancore and wm;;:lled Ttl;,c
Chera king to recognise his overlor;is ip.
rest of the Chera history is uneventful,

" LN T e
PO (; Oy 2!
/A 1',] M IR [ -~

Iy
THE CHOLAS
R I ’76 ’;),
I. Ko-peru Narkilli ((g\tyl«ei,mda‘»» &1 5
B L& o o).
2. Vcl-pahradakkai—-fl)eru
s pL_dan sLQUE S pp Fonef),
with Nedum-cheral-athan.

3 Uruva-pahrer-Ilanjed- .
1156@ pi Dorgy Qe Qg omefl) 1 marric
of Alunthur Vel. His son:

+ Karikala, the Great (A D 59°95) 770
Peru Mavalattan (siflsroar @:C?WVcl.r I[His
married the daughter of me us the mother
daughter Chonai alias Manakilli wa

of Chera Chenkuttuvan.] His sons:

5. Ched-Chehni ‘Nalam-Killi 1(\1;2;\]131-attgaf)r:

105) 0 (Bl Qeeiraf FevEBaral) ) rz:ndrﬁ;

Nedum Killi (/,mrmmr‘a}'\u';rr.:;ir @/ﬁ@fﬁlﬁal.w . . v‘d
6. Killi Valavan, (. D. 105120) \;‘;}:ﬁﬁ.?

at Kula-mutram (@wapppsSsHSFE S0 L '.\'“ 3

ueir).

. do59

Viral Killi (Cap
killed in battle

Chenni (e (mauL:
d the daughter

-95) alias

~

~
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7.  Perum-tiru-valavan who died at Kurap-
palli. (@rrduerel gmerFu Guems Bmaeraar).

8. Rajasuyam-Vetta-Perunar-Killi  (@srs
@wib Cou’ @u@mgﬁ@a{:@ﬁ) (A. D, 120-150) was a
friend of Cheran Mavenko and of Pandyan Ugra
Peruvaludi: and killed Chera by namc Manutha-
ram-Cheral-Trumporai, a different person from

Yanaikad - Chey—Mantharam - Cheral, son of
Chenkuttuvan. ‘

THE PANDIYAS

1. Nedum Cheliyan I (50-75 A. D.)defeated
an Aryan army and died on his throne. [He was
the Pandiyan who caused the innocent

Kovalan
to be murdered.]

2. Vetrivel Cheliyan (A. D. 75-go) : Succeed-
ed Nedum Cheliyan 1.

3. Nedum Cheliyan II (A. D

. qo-128) *
Victor at Thalai-yalanganam,.

4. Ugra-peru-valudi (A. D. 12g-40) who
besieged the fort Kana-pereil (sremi@o@.rudo) of
Vengai Marpan and who was a friend of Cheran-

Mavenko and Chola Rajasuyam Vetta Peru
Narkilli.

5. Nan Maran (A. D. 140-50) who died at
Tlavandipalli.

103

Pandya Ascerdancy : (7 10 g.C. )
1. Kadumkone Pandyathiraja

2. Adhiraja Maravarman
. i
3. Scliya{n Séndan

i i man
4. Maravarman Arikaserin Asamasa

‘

i taka
‘12 Nedunchadaiyan Paran
" Jigi;lc?rcof\/clvikudl grant)
A. D. 769-70

8- Rajasimha 11

g. Varaguna Maharaja

Sri kavira
Sri ivallabha Ekav!
10. Srimara Sr b bhanjana

Parz’mchakr?xkolahalla Pall
S

. ) 12 Parantaka
V ‘mat .
It. aragunavarn . o aa
ndai ‘ Viranaray
(alias Maranchadaiyan) S ivan
came to the throne 1

l
802803 ;a. Rajasimha (111
“Mandaragaurava

Abhimanaméru.
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Pandya Ascendancy (13—17 C.)
1. Jatavarman Kulashekara 11g0--1214
2. Maravarman Sundara Pandya I 1216-1235
3. Maravarman SundaraPandyall 123g-1251
4. Jatavarman Sundara Pandya 1 1241-1261
5. Vira Pandya e 1252-1267
6. Maravarman Kulashekara 1 ... 1268~1308
7. Jativarman Sundara Pandya II 1275-1290
8. Mairavarman Kulashekara IT... 1314-1321
9. Maravarman Pardkrama
Pandya 13341352
10. Jativarman Parakrama
Pandya 1357 1372
11. Parakrama—Pandyadeva 1305
12. Parakrama-—-Pandya 1384
13. Jatilavarman Kulashekara 1395
14. Jatilavarman Parakrama Pandya
Arikesarideva and 14221401
15. Maravarman Vira Pandya 1422
16, Alagan  Perumal  Kulashe-
kara I* . 1430
17. Vira Pandya 1437
1g. Vira Pandya 11+ -e 1475
1g. Jatilavarman Parakrama—
Pandya Kulashekara ' 14791499
20. Parakrama Pandya ... 1516
21. Jatilavarman  Srivallabha o
Abhirama Parakrama and ... 1534-1537

* Younger brother of No. 14. } Perhaps a joint ruler with No. 19

Minakshi (Queen Regent)
— ______________,__T.-—-«-———‘“—'—-’/_
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- a
Maravarman Sundara Pand?l. . 1531-1355
111

3. Kulashekara or Perumal Para_k,: 1543
rama I* amdd .
. Vikrama Pandya
g Kloxrxzrimaikondax; Il;;ﬂasekha.ri 1550
-maperuma s
6. Ja'ill;:\l:]ln?dn Sr}.vauabha Adhl" 1262
iraraman 1113 . -
27. KY\;{::ekha.ra Parakrama Aldg'a.f.‘ 1572
Sokka S - ama
28. Athi(liama Vardtungarais E 1586
an et
29g. Vira-Pandya . 1615
-30. Sivala Marar
Nayak Kings.
1559
Visvanatha \ oa ... 1503
a K ishna d . . 1 -
%lr‘ir;‘t?x:;pp;ilias Periya Vivappa - | 1573
Visvanatha 11 3o
Lo alias Kumara Krishnahps .
Visvappa alias Visvanathd 50,
Muttu Krishnappa 1609
Muttu Virappa x(g«:g
1 alai ’ T 10650
ﬁéz&mﬁ;‘iadri alias Muttu \'111 aPP'a. . 6%2
Chokkanatha alias Chock.ahngf 662
Ranga Krishna Muttu Virappd 1689
Mangammal (Quecn chgr"t) 1704
Vijaya Ranga Chokkanatha 1‘73147?_(3

- 5
' Sen of No. <@2-

r S No. 21
* Sons of No. 2l * Son ol N



106 TAMIL INDIA

Tue CHERAS.

Uthiyan Cheralathan : —' Velmal-Nallini,
daughter of Velman-Veliyan.
[

Nedum 'Chcralathan Palyanat  Chelkelul-
I Imaya Varamban: Kuttuvan : reigned
(A. D. 40-55) married 25 years.
Paduman Thevi,

daughter of Velinau

Avikko and reigned

58 years” o [_7

Mudi-Che,ral-Athan IT Adukolpattu} Cheral-
(55-g0  A. D.) alias Athan : reigned
Vanavaramban or 38 years.
Chelva Kadunka :
married Mana-killi
alias Chonai, daughter
of Karikala Chola and
reigned 25 years. !

l
[lanko-Adigal,

Chenkuttuvan.
(A.D. go-145) who cros- the author of
sed the sea: married . the great epic-

Perun Thevi, sister of

Note.—1Velmal (Barsrirer)--a Countess: feminine.ot Velman
(Gasdrwrar)=a count or an Earl belanging to the Vellala caste.

2The period of reign assigned to each king in the list is according
to the " Ten-Tens” (UBpm1s g @),

Chilappathikaram.
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Velman Anthuvan,

and ruled g5 vyears.

He was a great war-

rior, captured Viyalur:

attacked Mogoor of

Palayan Maran in the Pandya kingdom: conduc-
ted an expedition by the sea to the banks of the
Ganges and conquered the Aryan kings : defeated
the nine Chola princes who rebelled against his
cousin Killivalavan, the grandson of Karikala.
At his fifticth age he performmed the Rajasuya-
vagam. The period of his reign is probably
between AD. go-130.

Chelva Kadunko alias Yanaikkad-Chey, ‘‘the

elephant-eyed.” (A. D. 125-35): married a
Countess of the family of Velman-Avikko and

reigned 25 years. He was a contemporary of
Pandiyan Neduncheliyan II.

Perum  Cheral-Irumporai (A. D. 135-50!
marricd Velmal Chellai, daughter of Velman
Anthuvan of Maiyur: besicged Thagadur and

ruled 17 ycars.

Kudakko-Ilancheral-Irumporai. Perum Kun-
trur Kilar was his court-poet, ruled 16 vears. -

Cheraman Mavenko: his contemporaries
were Pandyan Ugra Peruvaludi and Cholan

Rajasuyam Vetta Peru Narkilli.
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THE Parrava Dynasty.

Skandavarman.
R
Simhavarman. Yuvamaharaja
| Vishnugopa.
Skandavarman. Simhavarman.
Nandivarman I Vi
: . 1shnugopavarman
(King of Kanchi). (King of Ppalakkada)-
Simhavarman.
I
Simhavishnuy. Bhimava;man-
| !
Mahendra’varman I.! Buddhavai‘man.
!

|
N arasimhavarman I

!

Mahendravarman 11, Adityavarman.

Parameswaravarman I Govindavarman.
Narasimhavarman 1I. - Hiranyavacman.
Parame
swara- ; ivar
Varman a2 Nandivarman 11

(A-D-l 717-779)-

Note.—171; ; ifi is ki
the Pall;vas f;tf ;\i sp;zglhed that this king belonged to the dynasty of
he hed o sum:rrtllce:é)fdi:\t; he'l;vas. the son ot Simhavishay and Lt}{mt
Satramaie anibhajana, Mattavilasa, Gunabhara, and
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Dantivarman

(A.D. 779-g30).

Nandivarman III
(830"854)-

Nripatunga
(854-880;-

‘ Aprajita (ggo-goo;

' (The Last Pallava Ruler).

CHAPTER IX
TAMIL ARTS
I

With regard to the useful and fine arts,
agriculture, weaving, building, pottery, sculpture,
paiuting, music and dancing found great favour
with the Tamil pcople in all ages. The Tamils,
says Dr. Rabindranath Tagore, “ were great
artists, and they could sing, design, and con-
struct,” ,
The main or staple industry of the Tamil
people was and continues to be agriculture or
husbandry. They knew how to cultivate wet and
dry lands. Sage Tiruvalluvar has devoted a
chapter in his Kural to Ulavu or Agriculture.
‘They alone live who live by tilling the ground.’
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'The Tamil kings fostered agriculture in cvery
way by building anicuts and reservoirs, The
grand anicut in the Cauvery built by Karikala
Chola is noteworthy. The agriculturists alone
would and could relieve beggars  and  help
ascetics. Ploughing, sowing, or planting, manur-
ing, weeding, watering are some of the most tm-
portant agricultural operations. The only manure
used in ancient times was probably the dung
manure. To manure the field with dung is better
than tilling, and after weeding, to regulate the
water is better than its supply.  An agriculturist
can dispense with manure altogether if the dust to
which he has reduced the soil be exposed to the
enriching influcnces of the sun, wind and weather.
The great moralist advises the cultivator that
a handful of d'ng manure will be a gre

at super-
fluity if he knows the art of dr

ying up one palam
of dust to a quarter of it. Green manure was pro-
bably not know

n in times of yore. Now-a-days
oil cake and bonc and horn dust manure bulk
largely in the naine of scientific agric
deep ploughing is recommended, which requires
the field to lie fallow to make up for the periodi-
cal exhaustion of the soil in 2 short time. In the
Tamil country the cultivation of paddy and sugar-
canc on wet lands was widely known, and the
raising of nava thania or nine kinds of grain on dry
lands was then not unknown. The Vellalas are

ulture and
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said to have systcmatised thc? art of husban(;:lsrz;‘
About the dawn of the Christian era Fhousa{l of
velirs or cultivators were imported'wnh a Ylle}v:fam
reclaim forests and waste lands in Tam}a "
and to find food for the overplus of 1mmlgrax;i~
from the north. A poem of forty sta.n}zlashzxsl iien
culture or ploughing is extant, whic

: {amban. ‘ .
fathcgzcliggltlural comparisons arc 11?dulgc:l/;11112:)lz
Tamil poets, particularly by kilars or Ve

bards, as St. Appar.

s Orisg HpuBuoin
@undiamwur (piDEONT Qoirg Pmlibiim
N Sem s o3 B -
Q1 iriyemionir it SHTEOW orraial O in g pblw g
Ry Lrds 5.8
SthanLoit Qrre@s sor® 55 0a LD
Couad 19 QF
D& banouy ewfl ot TR Fors
. bhl
% toewr @ . .
3 ~ M * < S
In order to reap thc harvest of Siva’s bhtsh,
i 51 ing ; untruth,
truthfulness is ploughing; df,alrc, soyv‘lr.xga,tin uhy
weeding ; patiencg, watering oI 1ITig g o
’ ' i ton-gro
culture and character, hedging. 1 Co:;e nf;ms ing
; i . ) < S
i 1 as it pays and a
IS going on apacc as dp yror .
Bins Ao ungey T ayt The art of weaving
-aiment.
Next to food, ramm ' o e
1 : imes.
cloth of coarse kind flourished in pum{tl\e
nd silk fabrics ofevery
As time advanced, cottona
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colour and hue were produced without any power
loom. In the chapter on Tamil Commerce the
variety of cloths for males and females was referred
to. Both men and women took part in weaving,
‘karukar’ and ‘kiiruka madanthaiyar’ occur in
Tamil epics and songs,' cotton was drawn into
threads by women with the help of ¢ rattu’ or
chirka of Ghandi fame provided with needles.
Metaphors .and similes from this art abound in
Tamil poems. A liierary work is known as nool ®
in Tamil. In Silappathikaram p. 330 is found a
catalogue of silk varieties and their nomenclature.
The threads were so fine as to be invisible.* The
cloth made at Kalinga (Orissa; looked like the
sloughs of serpents. (Puram 4831.  In later times
silk weavers or Sourashiras came from the north
and added to the volume of the trade in silk
cloths. Hair cloths, kambalams and shawls were
made in the Tamil land* The woollen cloths
protected the Tawmils from cold in winter. Cloth
trade was monopolised by the Yavanas, who were
Bactrian Greeks or Arabs. Koranad in Tanjore,
Urayoor in Trichinopoly, Kanchi in Chingleput,
Arniin Arcot, and Kollegal in Coimbatore arc
some of the impottant weaving ¢entres to-day.

lLeyms® Querg er eyaw or ® Puram.
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“'I'he fine arts, as generally under.sto.od,
comprechend the arts of Architectm:e, ?gmtlvr‘lg};
Sculpture and Music. Arch‘itccturc 1s utlh.ty w;t -
Ornament; painting, instructlo.n a’r}d beauty; sculp
ture, the ideal ; music, emotion” (Lord Nz%pxer).
Ruskin defines Architecture © as tbc art which so
disposes and adorns the edifices raised by man fo'r
whatever uscs, that the sight of them may contn:
bute to his mental health, power and plegsgre
and distinguishes it carefully f.rom Bu11dm~gi
which is ‘to put together and adjust the se\fsia—
pieccs of any edilice or receptac.:le of a CO‘I.)SI.\,I‘I
able size.” Avrchitecture comprises two principa
elements - -naterial and style, (i.c..) clay, woodi
stone, brick and chunan, (l(:p(‘:lldl.ng upo_? iocad
supply and destination ; the (‘AIQ?SVICal ﬁtyxed-oo.c:h
for habitation, the Gothic style {with pomteq'm:l
and groined roof; indispcnsnb.lc for pr.aycx‘, Hin L;
and Mussalman styles combined being spiritua
and universal. ““The Byzan.tine. style, ll‘ke tile
Saracenic, cmbodies, as its distmctwcjfeatu‘a .CS’,,t 1€
Avch and the Dome, while the slenuc"r, sci?mite
campasile in the [(ivst answ. rs to the /m/m;’e‘t 1‘11 }Ic
secoud.” The LIndians arc warped against the
sham imitation of the Europcans in matters ofth?
fancy or taste, and they should s‘tudy an-d ].)}C‘?‘Cl\iL
the aits of their own country for their mtuInS{i
beauty and value and as an clement of thet
nationality.

3
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The Tamils were great architect; or skilful
builders from of old. Huts of wood or clay with
rO(?fs of leaves of good old tiines continue tno be
built even to-day.  Sacred buildines were made
of StOI’.IC. In the Buddhistic era m‘ck-cut temples
were 1n fashion. Carved work and chevavings
were had in temples and palaces. The s‘:r'.u‘tu;c
of te.mples bespeaks the advancemeni of Taumil
architecture in pre-Avyan times. The Tooils
were experts in design and decoration. My, orous-
son and Sir johu Miarshall speak of the qn:aij:.vSS
of Tamil architecture and of the Arvan i‘lld()z’)‘\‘f()z-
ness to the Tamils in this rcspcct.’ Mayan, ihe
great architect, was a Tamiiian. Dr. Sl:ttcr‘
author of the Dracidian Flement in Indian CuL’ture,
says that there is nothing in north Tndia <fqua]’

t sur ; ’
o the sumptuous greatness and claboration of

the magnificent South Indian temples. Tomabs
and )i.}Unuments—-cromlcchs, dolmens, kistva;ms
tun.luh, nienhirs, urns, kulis of old uﬁcarthc:i 1:
Ad.lchanallur, Perumbair, Pallavaram, ,—‘\Ixrlzﬁlil',
Cmmbatorc, Kollur, Tirukoilur ctc., by Messrs. A.
I}ea, M. J. Walhouse, Newbold, Branfill, Bursess
l'oc')t(.: 'zmd Sewell speak velumes of the ll‘am:\iial'l’
activities 1n various directions towards the ad-
vancemcn't of the arts.  The Tamilg knew miuing
or (;uarz‘yx‘ng‘ and gold, won, as;d precious s‘l();)(’,s
~~diamoncdis, cmeralds,  rubies-—were (111‘:11‘1"1(’('{

by the Tamile : o
y Famils in pre-historic times, Siniths,
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blacksmiths and goldsmiths, there were among the
people of the Tamil country.  The Tamil Kings
encourazed the migration of skilled workmen
of other lands. as the sculptors of Gujerat, the
pamters of Kosala, the smiths of Maharashtra, the
blacksmiths of Avanti, and the carpenters of
Gieece, and these artisans work: d harmoniously
tozether with the artists of the ‘Tamil land.  Vide
Manimekalai sviii. siv and Perun iathai. Book 1,
Canto. mo 11 40— 4.t
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Perumkathan.
‘The famil music was indigenous and different
from that of their ncighbours.  Flute ikulal) and
val were neculiarly their carly snusical instru-
ments. 'Uhe ‘Lamils of the different thinats or
yarate airs and nstruments.

regions had their sej
marriage

Drum plaved an important part on
occasions and in funcrals ‘Mana-parai and pina-
parai). The airs were called pans which were
simg to the accompaniment of fhutes. The hill
tribes had the deum called (ondaham and sang
pans on yal ; the junglemen uscdd the drum yeru-
kol-parai and mullai yal and sang Siidari; the
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men of the plains and fields had their marutha
yal, their drum Mulavu ; the fisher folk of the seca
board had their meenkol drum, and neithal yal
(Vil arij; and the den 1zens of the desert plaved on
tudi, their war-drum, and pansuram was (heir
martial air. Ravana the Great pleascd Siva,
the Great Dancer, with his performances on an
instrument of seven strings which were his own
nerves.  Vocal music and dance went hand in
hand.  Yal wa: of different kinds ~~perunkalam
of 1000 serings, per yal of 7. 16, 17 and 21 wires,
etc. Isai was seven —kural. thuttham, kaikkilai,
ulai, I1i, Vilari, and tharam represented by the
long “vowels’ ., «, POty aly ., par-—produced
in seven different parts of the body. Among the
Yal-players Tirunilakanda Yalpanar, the inscpa-
rable companion of Sy, Tirujnanasambandar,
was a player par excollence. Thalam, a kind of
cymbal for keeping time in music, was much in
vogue.  There arce old treatises on this ranch of
music called  Thala-Samudiam  aud Thala-
Otthu. On I, the sangam works whose names
alone have been handed dowa 10 us were Isar -
Nunukkam, Muthu Narai, Muthu Kuruku, Indra
kiilyam, Yancha-Marapu, and Paratha Henipa-
thiam. The details of dance arce found in the
commentary on Canto II[ of Silappathikaram,
entitled ¢ Arangettu kithaj’. 1o go into details
here will be dry and uninteresting to the lay
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<k faste for it would
reader, and thosc endowed with tabt]f-:ktmtlle music
- o 1
look up the reference. Something It 'e e ded
of the spheres—twelve signs of the Zodl.ac P is des-
over by seven angelic maidens who' sing— bc.st
cribed in Silappathikaram. Palai seseénms T
hitted for music, and hence the n[mn’s;—l Semgmhi’
. ) : . 3 e an¢ Mecl- aidl.
Sevvalipalai,  Kodippalai an \[r. Abraham
From the Siruppu,paylrz{lll to 'u‘ Y. [)Osed by
Pandithai’s mangnum opus on music comj !
) e ioal, the following verses
Viruthai Stvajmana Yogigal, . tion of our
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“The science and bpractice of the fine arts
were highly develoned amongst the ancient
Tamils. The study of music was an essential part
of a liberal education ; and the Taimnils excelled in
soft melodies which had a gende and soothing
effect. The gamut consisted of seven notes, which
were named tharam, ulai, kural, i, thutthan, vilari,
and kaikilai. The principal tunes or airs were
four in number-pala, kuringi, marutham, and chevvali,
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v,

~and cach tune had many variations, making in
all 103 distinct tunes The different parts in
music-—bass, tenor, and treble—were also under-
They were not sung together. but one
aftc. another tn succession. A great variety of
wind iustruments were in usc., Chank shells
which gave a decp swelling sound were used in
temples and in marviage and funcral processions.
The flute which had eight holes in it was capable
Single and double

stood.

of considerable modulation.
faced drums and pipes of various kinds accom-
pauicd the lute i cvery musical concert. The
sniadlest in size and one most commonly used had
seven wires @ the other kinds had fourteen, seven-
teen, and twenty-one wires cach

* Dancing was cultivated as a {ine art,
and rules were given in detail for the performance
of the several kinds of dancing then in vogue,
There were Tamd and Aryan syvstems of music

.

and dancing and plays.
In the arts of painting and scaiprare als

the Tainils had acquired a considerable degree of

imiees of gods, men and animals
2 :

prosciency.
were painted with 2 variery of eolours on e walls
of private houses and pubiic buildings, wuch as
tennles and padaces. The enrtoing wed 1o ped
roorns and theatees and the cloth cases for the fute
and other musical tasiruinents were Deautifully

pairted in imitation of fiowers and creepers.
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Very pretty dolls were made out of wood or the
soft pith of the kidai.

“In the temples
images of gods and
and painted so exqui

and monasteries there were
goddesses made of nortar
sitely that the superstitious
worshippers believed that the cunning hand of
the painter had endowed them with the power to
grant their prayers. No mention is made how-
ever of images or statues made of such eaduring
materials as stone or metal.

. “The houses of the poor cla
mud and thatched with grass or
of the cocoanut or palmyra palm
were painted with red eart]y,

in the towns were built of bri
roofs :

with the lcaves
, and their walls
Most of the houses
ck and had tiled
the walls were plastered with lime, and

small windows shaped like the eye of the deer
admitted light and

ments.
was in use.

air into the inner compart-
Furniture of various descriptions
- Some of the great fortresses,
their walls, ramparts and towers were constriice
ted with rough-hewn  stone and mortar.”—
(T amils 1800 Years Ago.)

*“ Among the industrial arts |
nage in the Tamil Kingdoms
individuality_was the art
Sculpture scems to have flo
centuries before Christ,
of a select few who unde

hat found patro-
and obtained distinct
of Sculpture. 'Yhough
urished in India some
it had been in the hands
rtook works from kings.

sses were huilt of
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: ints, it was

. ) . s amil saints, ¢
During the time of out C‘IrlY(T as and Budd-
chiefly in the hands of the bm}TaLcerlturv A.D.
hists. . .. During _the ltC“t d differen‘t classes

. n .
Sculpture became less costly ‘a k works in vari-
of sculpiors arosc who undertoox 1 charges
reir art for moderate ¢ :
tments of their art f . o
T depar tmw'tsl by side with Architecture and the
" S N . N
It found ficld side by les was undertaken by
building of varicus tewp CS] vas s collected
¢ citizens or from subscrintiol
wealthy citizens ov fron T architecture the
from the people. . . - he Chola. In the
Pandyan was different froin 1C yar-excellonce
one we find the richness of beauty | ‘; with moral
o) 10180

. Hher. strenota COM .

and in the other, streny . ‘n Thevaram
- hints 1n

: . There ave some Ullts =5 275 ‘T,
tone. . . ! -od ship-buildmg. —{L.N T
that Cholas cncouraged ship ‘

Mudaliar.)

“ Dravidian con
origin and has advanced by @ e s little if any-
that the siructural dcvcl()Pnlu,h 1. has all along
thing at all, while the developmertt s
been one of ornamentation. Jes we have
ine the origin of sty
ting the OTisHE ere very
\ fact which we w “vk ’

. s - make us
; ‘1o, which nothing could make
far from cxpecting, lers the siudy of Dravidian
‘hich renders AR Vo Yo
guess, and which ren That s that there has
art extremecely mtercstmg.  xDids
never heen foreign wmfluence. sh ha
“In South India cvery LPOL]T;}
ich is explaine
by a definitc style, which 1s exp

i " indigenous
Architecture is of ‘mdxgcx} ‘
‘ rse of evolution ;

“In investiga
been led to cliscoyer a

s heen marked
d by the style
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of the preceding epoch and which serves to
explain the style of the following epoch.
“The Pallavy period s
rocks:
the carly (014 period
vimanas :

thai of sculptural
that of grand

the later Chola period that of the most
gopurams ;

the Vijayanag, period iy
bams ;

and the modery prriod th

that of manta-

at of corridors.”’
(Dr. G, Jouvcau Dubreuil).

CHAPTIR X

U LA SR PN SV e
R ¢ .
EERU I 543 A0H SR

Among (he sciences known to the Tamils,
astronomy may |)¢ taken first, The Tamils were
great seca-goces and travelleys, During  their
Voyages and  (ravols they  were great obsel -

vers, and the voyagers during niehts were helped

by obscrvations of the positions o vie moon and
the stars. Wi, they wierated ¢, distant lands,
they were Breatslar-gazers, Wiy, they prepared
the calenday . Uic sun and (e o ioomed large,
and the djsigpeong ol the bripiht plancts 1o one
another and o, the earih were noted very care-
fully. The use of Thingal fi,p month and the

Jupiter and Saturn.
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expanse was associated with sonic calamity to
come, and the cclipse, both lunar and solai, was
looked upon as inauspicious, and bancful, and no

pregnant woman would dare to

observe the
phenomenon.

The Tamil feasts and festivals were regulated
by the moon and the sun, and moonlight-nights
were great delight to the Tamils. The six seasons
or paruvas of the Tamil year began when the sun
entered Leo and closed with its passage through
Cancer.  The opening month of the Vamil year
was Auvani and the closing month Audi. and the
two apanams (uttara and dakshana) made the vear.
The sun begins to be shadowed by clouds in
Auvani and the Tamil people have their surva
pongal to thank the sun for having warded off
the evils of the winter cold and the dewy chill,
and they have 1t also in the opening day of the
month of Thai for the inauguration of the haopy
or bright season.

One disinguishing feature of the Tamil
astrology is the inclusion of Rahu and Kethu
venomous as scerpents.  The Aryan astroiogers
make no notc of them, and their predictions are,
therefore, not quite accurate and fail of their
effect. Puram 229 refers to the falling of a
meteor in the month of Panguni and the portent
of the King’s death on the seventh day.

In
Silappathikaram, Cantos 1o and

24, there are
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astronomical references portending il to Kovalan
aincd Kannaki for their departure on an inauspici-
ous day, Tuesday the 2qgth Vaikasi. and to the
city of {adura which was in flames for the
injustice done to them. Similar references are
met with in Manimekalat and in every subsequent
classical poem.

O the Tamil calendar Dr. Slawes writes :

*This unique calendar aims at a degree
of astronomical accuracy and consistenicy bevond
that of any other calendar in use ™.

According to the Tamil astronomy man’s
fife is aflected by the planctary system. and the
grawd climucteric s fixed at 63, the unit of
growth or change in the constitution of man
heing 7 vears, or, as sone hokd, g years. The
Brihaspatht cycle is 6o years, and the Grahapiri-
virtld cyele go years.  'The latter is said to have
comprised ©the su of the products in days oi 15
revoiutions of Mars, 29 of Mercury, 11 of Jupiter,
5 of Venus, 29 of Satwn, and one of the sun’.
The Tannils uwed this cycle in their deeds and
inscviptions.  Man reaches the adult stage in his
igth year and attaing the legal majuiiy at 2x.
In the short span. of human life. crises are
supposed to occur in the jend. ~ith, 63rd and
gath years, when the Deuty is propitiated with
giits and presents arc made to the poor and the
deserving,
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The Scicence of Chemistry was a favourite one
with the Tamil savants and sages. In the nam®
of alchemy it has acquired odium. (lhcmic_al
compounds of manv sorts are found deseribed 1
Tamil poems. The art of travsmuiing »ase
metals into gold was theiv end and aim,  Lven
to-day certain ascetics pretend to know the art
and practisc 11,

Mathematics, vather mensuralion in verse, was

. AR ) Do
familiar to the Tannls, and what s callea thae
higher mathematics was probably not attempted.

No poems are extant, bearing on the subject.

The Science of fthics was highly advanced i
Tamil in-the Sangam Age, and the Jainc added
largely to ethical literature. The summation of
Tamil ethics is Kural.

The Social Science dealing with the society ©f
man and womau, rather the sexual scicnce, forms
a part of Tolkappiam-Porul and the third
division of Kural. and is separately dealt with o
Kokkoham in detail.

Physiology, Anatomy, and Veterinary Scicuce
have survived the ravages of time in {dal kutrit
vannam and in Vakada Nool.

Political Lconomy is cmbodicd in Porul-Pal of
Kural, and the modern political cconomists will
do well to study this section and appreciate its
cxcellence though it was written 2000 years ago.
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or wrists, moles, size and shape of the different
visible members, the shape and height of person,
length of arms and fect and draws inferences
from the whole. The (ollowing are some speci-
men mottos of Samudrikam. He will have
wealth and long life whose lines i the palm of

the hand are reddish and small; if they are thick,
he will have sorrow. A person having les in
the palm of the band like the chank and the
wheel (chakram will have amiple income and he
will b cliaritable and liberal to everybody that
may resort to him. Ifonc has ‘matsya rekai’ or
lines like the fish, he will be very liberal: if they
are like the windpipe, he will win  applause. 1
they are like the saw, he will be cenergetic and
brave. Omne will be meck and humble whose
rekais in the palm are iike the pitcher; and he
will be a Pandit if they are like the moon and so
on. Thisancient scicnce travelled from Pandya
country to Arvabia and thence entered Rurope.

, 11

“Rahu and Aethu arc the last two of our
nine planets. Puranically. they represent the
head (caput draconis; and the wail (cauda draconis)
respectively of a dragon.  Astvonomically, they
are the ascending and descending nodes of the
moon, being two imaginary points where the
orbit ofthe mmoon in its revolution round the sun
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itersects what is called the ecliptic. The ecliptic,
wugh really the orbit of the carth round the
an, is practically the appavent annual path of
he sun in the heavens and is the central portion
{1l zodiac.  The path of all the plaucts in the
wavens constitutes the zodiac, which i1s divided
nto twelve parts, named after the constellation
ituated in cach. The sun moves along the
entral path of the Beit within which all the
olancts move. Tor all practical purposes of
astronomy, it is convenicnt, as our astronomers
have done, to regard the sun as moving in the
hcavens, though the motion is caused by the
revolution of the carth. This apparent path of
the sun in the heavens called the ccliptic 1s
intersected in two points by the moon in its
revolution with the carth round the sun, t.e., the
moon in its course crosses the ecliptic at two points,
but i the other parts of its course, it is away
from the ecliptic but never at it. When the sun
aud the moon are in conjunction at any point
in the zodiac, we have what is called the new
moon.  But when the conjunction takes place at
one of the twe nodes aforementioned, i.e., at either
Rahu or Kethu point, then a solar eclipse occurs —
that s, the sun and the woon being then visible
to us ncarly on the same line, a portion of the
solar disc 15 intercepted by the body of the moon.

But, on the other hand, if the sun and the moon
4
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are at oppositc points in the Zodiac, we have
what is called the full moon, and when this full
moon occurs, while the sun and the nmoon occupy
these two opposite points respectively, to wit, the
Rahu and Kethy points, even then they are on
the same linc with the earth but on diffevent
sides of it, and the 1moon thercfore inerges into
the shadow of the carth caused by the absence of
the Solar light. Then e have the lunar
eclipse. . . . As these varions plancts arc two
mere imaginary points at which the path of the
sun and that of the moon nicct cach other, we
are unable to identify theiy position at ordinary
times though they are always situated cxactly
opposite each other scparated on cither side by
five signs of the zodiac and are cver moving
through the zodiac like the other plancts at 1g
months per sign of the zodiac or solar mansion.
For the purpose of determining the cclipses, it is
necessary to know the position of these points,
and they are therefore marked every year in the
Calendar and assigned to a particular solar man-
sion in the zodiac. This interesting astronoiical
principle is made use of by Meikanda Devar in
his Siva-Jnana-Bodham iu the following stanza by
way of a simile for illustrating a difficult theological
principle which could not otherwise be explained.
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“The imperceptible Rahu and ch'tlz.u:jic;Sr;l:
perceptible during the .;s‘olar and ul;mthe pets.
So God becomes visible in the heart by o eV
of Panchatchara like five in 2 wooden ro

Lecomes merng
. e soul become
jected to friction, and the sov

. e e iron.
in Him losing its indiv}duahly h,k‘: “Citﬁﬁ Vira-
Therefore, practise Panchatchara.
badhy udaliar). e e :

)‘(‘lrigﬁgl (:;ll')licst works of bCl]gn“&;rin?;ir;
Astronomy after about 300 Al ,‘) Surya Sid-
treatises, called Siddhantas: onl_Y Ollc{‘. )})1carlY
dhanta has survived. 'The doctrl‘?cs X csiucracticai
works were reduced toa more COHCI]TC ar: hiI:nseIf, at
form by Arya-bhata born, as he te ‘5 il;vained the
Pataliputra in 376 A.D. H'C ;J?" (‘ doctrine
rotation of the earth round its aXIb'\?a;ned the
not unknown to the Greeks) agdmec;\;)xl. Mathe-
causc of eclipses of the sun and | 1 of his work,
matics are treated in the third ?‘CCUOI -n near Uj-
Varaha Mihira, born near U

the Ariya-bhatiya. about 505 A.D., and

v : 3
jain, began his calculations wtators, died 1in
according to one’ of his ?-,ommcx i;; written for
587 A.D.  He composed four ‘ﬁlz’ arc astrolo-
t}_le most patt iu A,‘U’m metre Brihaj-Jataka, and
gical - the Brihat-Samhita, | M " ced
the Leghu-Jataka. His Pancha-3t
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on five Siddhantas, is a Karana or practical astrono-
mical treatise. Another distinguished astronomer
was Brahmagupta who, born in 59g A.D., wroté,
besides a Karana, his Brakma Sputa Siddhanta when
thirty years old. The last Indian astronomer was
Bhaskaracharya, born in t114 A.D. His Sid-
dhanta-Siromani has enjoyed morc authority in
India than any other astronomical work, except
the Surya Siddhanta.”--—(A. A. Macdonell).

““Saiva teachers maintain the cxistence 0
three distinct eternal entities. God. Soul and
Matter—Pati, Pasu, Pasan.-—onc Deity being 2
Person, not a mere abstraction, and distinct from
the human soul and matter, both which derive
their existence {rom him as their eflicient cause.
Matter cannot proceed from * spirit”; therefore
the world was not developed from ‘God’ is @
maxim of this School. That which knows is the
soul, and that which is known is the Deity, and
hence it follows, * whea it is said cne exists, he
who says it must also exist’, which is another
maxim. And these two express the distinguishing
principles of the system it represents. Yet God
cannot be comprehended but by grace or divine
illumination, as * all wisdom’. it is taught, * comnes
from grace (Arul). According to this systemn God
himself appe:rs as the Teacher of the soul in
human form. and leads men to himself, even as
men take wild animals of their own kind trained
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for the purpose. This he does by mcanisr o‘f.vtl‘llc-
seven sacranents, which are: O_cu.lax:, n»l~armp1d
lative, oral, scriptural, mcntal,. (11501}‘)1111.3“‘7)_ail
formal iustruction, this last being qt two kl(;l' S5
symbolic and  spiritual ; the symbolic 11‘1c1u 125
the ceremony of iniliation and cQ{gﬁrmatwn, aion
the spiritual ’bcing (Lhat which eliects commun
with the Deity” —(0. Copaul).

CHAPTER XL

v P TiEDICHR E

] science which

The Tand Medical  >crence ) i

i i ; is the st a s

d“"‘msh'y was  ancillary 13 the mo! R
and bhest sute 0

advanced and effective, .
clinvate and to the cconomic ‘C_Oﬂdm(‘? idyam.
Tamil country. It is known as Sld(.lha 2}1 thive
s object s (hrecfold-- preventive (2{‘ life.
and recuperative, and also prolongationt o
Sound mind in a sound body is 2 Somﬁ‘m-z‘;rcci
and nothing can e achieved wllh- axtlmtnsound
or discased body.: The Si(ld_hars al.,m(l-( ﬂaal‘e out
body ; for, without it, liberation and bhss

1 of the

of the question.

‘ N5 56 7 5@ s L7 L SV LDy
$ Q@ s 500 1 7 50 s ot :

o R P Jeea LD Lf)T ERTLE,
Q wadl i prEFTY QRaaeiib &



134 TAMIL INDIA
C 58580515 ; ; : . . :
- OBSD@B GrEsr ) OewQeveiaah ria FSVTLD,
o . . .
g ﬁ'ﬁlﬁ@w,&fr«x&rrrﬂ) Qoran (_,70’5;’@@,1_,_”

St. 545, Tirumular Karukkidai Vaidyam goo

.Thc first medical treatise was by Siddhana!
or Sivanar and contained seven lakhs of stanzas
It Was' followed by the innumerable works O
Nand]n, Sanakar, Sanathar,  Sananthanar,
Sanarkumaran, Tirumular, Pathdnclmli, Agathiar,
Pulatthiar, Pusundar, Kalanki, Pokar, Senkanar,
Ka'ruvun:ar, Thanvanthiri, Sattaimuni, Theraiyar,
Ukimuni and others. These hooks treat of Mani
or Rasamani, manthiram, or prayers to deitics,
and medi‘cine of the prophylactic, curative and
reFuRcratlvc kind or Kappu, Neckam and
Nlralppu. The means of curing diseases are,
accorczling “to Thirumular, (1) simples, herbs
(moollk-ai), (2) Salt (uppu), (3) acids (thce-ncer)s
(4) fasting (Upaselln), ‘5) body components (udar-
porul), (6) arsenics (padanam), (*7) metals (lokam),
(8) extracts or essences (satthu), (9) mercury pills
{ra.sa kulikai)and (10 Y0ga or contemplation. Mani
-1s Included in mercurial pills or rasa kulikai and
manthiram in Yogam. The samec Siddhar made
a threefol_d classification of the above as follows @
(1) M9011kai~ powder (podi, suranam), ilakiam
or Iehlam5‘PaStC (meluku), oil etc, -~--thése called
i?::tltil:sl’al,m@) §urg1cal (aruvai,, ulcer ointment

. €tC., (3) ashes (paspam) senthuram,
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Sunnam, sci-neer, thee-neer, satthu, mani etc.—
called theyurai. These three kinds can be had
only in Siddha Vaidyam. .
Three methods were prescribed-Oppural
Or  homeopathy, Yethirurai .(.allopathy) an.d
Kalapplll'ai or mixed. The British treatment 13
allopathiC, the French and German llqmeoPathlc,
and the Aryan mixed, allopathic and siddhic.
The salts are 25, arsenics 04, metals. 9
Metallic essences 120, medicinal herbs or moolika1
100g. . .
The pulse feeling was peculi.arly 51€1d}}1c.
The nadi’s are three—(1) idaikalal,.or left side
breath, (o) pin-kalai or right side bfeath,
(3) suli-munai or the whirling of breath-tw1§t‘. at
the inner pomnt of the nose. When the physxc‘lan
feels the pulse, he tells us if the three humol%xs—1
wind, bile, and phlegm, are norma¥ or ab.n?n'rlii‘
and this is the initial stage ol his dlagnosns.. ¢
other things to be observed or the othc‘n testts
arc the cyes, the tongue, the body, CXCIE{T?I‘L:
urine, touch, sound, eight in number. St.. 311 N
valluvar, following the Siddhic system, hasaw 10‘6
Chapter on medicine.’ In it he rcncrat.cs mcasu?
as medicine. His medical advice is follows.

S e e e e e : cd as it 1s
These terms being technical shnu‘ld not b_? 1?tferfcr§tég\;rning
done in common parlance. The "wind' is the .\It:iq L?bile’ signifies
the central and sympathetic nerve systems: (tj e"md heat form-
the metabolic force controlling  digestion, bk[)?,t ;cgulating force,
ation etc., and the *kapa or phlegm’ denores the. M‘iation
Which determines the balance of waste and assimi ’
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1) di . .
§3)) S;Zin:’;e;ﬁz dl_StC??SC» (2) find the source of it,
the best and tha); 11’ 1) observe the season, (5) do
science speaks of ]‘(})ISt ?mjct}vdy' The medical
medicine and. th the invalid, the doctor, the
QualiﬁcatJion of lchpr(ip‘arel,’ and of the nature or
an Hospital these four. To open and equip
reckoned as onoer fln}aru“.huva'sal"‘i came to Dbe
The art of ma llf?t' t :c thirty-two sacred charities.
to other kindsgoftff spiritual) healing, in addition
Tamil Saints : ;Cf*tmem;.WaS practised by the
religious COnvZ?(' Sages with great effect, and
2 rosult of s ;ilolns t.ook place very often as
own simple lroc- . caling.  The art is Nature’s
illsin a nat\})ralv:]ilron. for h.u“”“‘ity to cure hnaman
The hypnotic anner .wrllloul; the aid of drugs.
psychic trem;, mesmcnc and other kinds of
of the magn;tic t}:nt'l.iall ugdcr the major head
Healing, U. S. A )l(l:;' mg‘. (Vide Dr. Yull's Adagnetic
Slecp nol wit/.z t/' }do Bahadur R. K. R. Bhonsle’s
(Iuotation% fronieTlei”-l northward, illustrated with
the cffectgs of el a“f.'l, classics, is an exposition of
tution. ' ectricity on the Inenan consti-
thcs(:r:he&f;;zzn m‘cdmul il‘gatiscs are  chiclly
nikandu or lcx'il(‘:; 51;-’»‘1‘1&]1;“”. and Dhanvanthiri
three Urai’s élot, l; I these it is hard to find the
a later datc‘- AM ]‘»firllb()vc_' 'These works are of
Siddhic. ThcyCyi: n Cth"m_' 1s purely Tamilic or
o medical treatise in Aryam
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Dhanvanthiri lived about
one of the nine gems of
Susruthar was his
his predecessot:

bearing that name.
500 A.D. and was
the Vikramaditian court
contemporary, but Sarakar
Ashtanga  tliruthayam was composed by
Vak-padar in the gth century: The latet wrirers
studied the Siddh:;rs’ works and translated those
pertaining to nadt and paspam preparatiwn and
sublimation. In the Sankitha of Surankathar,

which belongs to  the 13th centurys the author
acknowledges his Ladebtedness 1O the Siddhic
medical-lore, In an Ayur \edic  conference

Pandit Gopala-

convened in Madras, its conveuct,
chariar, made a similar confession.  The meddical
tests found in the Aryan medical works are only
three ; sceing, tonchings aud hearing. ‘That these
are not efficient or suflicent knowir 10
every medico. Among the pecent wiiters ol Avul
Vedic Vydhiam are Adhiman Nickdhia, ~athan,
'Cllandmgcnam Qone Devan, Ciovindan. Nagar-
.]‘U.nan ete., and these wert conversant with the
.Blddhi“ works, Bava Misrar wrote Bava ¥
m the 16th century. N()twithﬁtnndin{_’;
borrowings i indebtedness. e Ayul systen
has a furore while the Stddhic systen is ~ralent

Lests 13

rakasa

RSN

1 the Tamil country. ‘

After the compuosition 0¥ comp}]atiun Uy e
Atharvana Veda, there was @ «cheme propOS€d
for Wl"ilillg i‘()u:‘n})a-\'ulas, called ;\yul, Ardha,
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Danur, and Ghandarva, and ne book, entitled
Ayul Veda,was ever written. Yet the term has
come to he inseparably associated with medicine.
But the Siddhars haye composed several Ayul
medical treatises.

The surgical operation of the brain is now
looming large, and the President of the British
Medical Association, Dr., William Maclvan, has
made some trials ang scored some snccesses. It 1S
said that Le restored a man (o life by removing
ulcerous matter in the braiu, By this kind of
surgery, itis reported that the dcafhave recovered
hcaring; the dum)b speech, the rheumatic un-
impeded moveanent, and criminals and mea of
evil propensities have turned out good and gener-
ous men.  These are medical marvels in these
days. But such a marvel had been performed
2000 years ago. When Agastiar operated upon
the brain, a living frog found in it lcapt into a
water basin held by his shrewd disciple. Therai-
yar, and the skull was patched and the herb
Karani was applicd as a curative. Hence the
reputation of the disciple as a great doctor.  The
Siddhic system declined after the downfall of the
Tamil monarchs, its Patrons, and the Siddhic
physicians dispensed with surgery, relying on
herbs and certain pPreparations.

Elephautiasis, sinall-pox,

plague, ring and
hook-worm affecti

on, which afHict mankind, are
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s int uman
the outcome of microbes gettmg}, m[S‘C;dt(lil;ichworks
body through inhalation, anq “E t,he allopathic
mention cffective remedies. wh](? b tadving the
doctors and others sho.uld kn‘_"fl 1}1ld pr;tctisc to
original works and which th;?) S l\(')ictims-
bring relief to thousands of their 1

ive and
) . effective
The Siddhic system, being mos

nds
X at the ha
least costly, deserves encouragement

.y . N P

of the public and of th(’ (’OVC]“f;ne;tA}.nuru, by

The Medical Science. Vai r); hical memoir
Agastya is prefaced with a “?p-(l)gan% follows this
dcécriptive of climate and sol o the seasons for
up with materia medica. noucmbrles of preparing
gathering medicinal herbs, the W]O the pulse and
them and their doscs. It deSCl_1 ?Cbosis with care-
gives rules for diagnosis and prognosis

. / Ording
- -egimen. Acc
ful instructions as to dict and regi

. s nents
) . he five elen
to him the harmonious action of t

) . The body
and their qualities constitutes h‘?a}_tzil‘ bile, and
is said to contain three llllfl]O:el‘Sj caL;se disease
phlegm, which. when dff‘aizce\v;CSS,- they must
and death. When thC}" m.e wanting, they m-ust
be reduced ; wlhen they are inciples upon which
be increased. Theserare the Slm;‘} enforces stiict
thc. system o Clll.'C rlsosli)?sgistinguishcs Symptonllj
regaen. The diagn empcraturc,c)'c'loo ’
d stool and mrfgue
arve eight-

< iy t
under seven heads ; bO(]l']) o
face and body colour, Urnes crations
condition. The surgical op
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fold ; excision, inoculation, puncturing, probing,
extraction of solids and liquids, sewing and cut-
ting or division. The instrutents used are tongs,
needles, toothed ones, saws, tubular ones, lancets,
knives, bisturics, ctc.

A good physician must bea person of strict veracity and oi the
greatest sobriety and decorum, holding intercourse with no woman
bul; his own wife. He oughe to be well-versed in all the commen-
taries of Ayul Vedham or Scicnce of life, and be otherwise o man of
sense and benevolcncc. His heart must be charitable, his temper
calm, and his constant study how to do good. He must be mild and

courageous, frank, communicacive, impartiad and liberal, yet ever rigid
in exacting an adherence to regimen or rules,

IT

“ Indian medical science must have becun to
develop betore the heginuing of our (Christian)
era, for one of the chiel authorities, Charaka. was
.+« . the official physician of King Kanishka in
the first century A.D. Susrula, the next great
authority, seems to have lived not later than the
fourth century A.D. The nexi best-known
medical writer is Vak-bhata, author of the Ash-
tanga-hridhaya.”—'A. 4. MacDonell).

* Dhanwantri issaid by some to bave obtained
Ayur Veda the ancient medical record oi the
Hindus - from Brahma dircci, by others to have
been instructed in its mysteries by Indra, the God
of heaven, where Dhanwantei practised medicine
with great success.  But witnessing the ignorance
and misery of mankind, he descended upon the
carth to cure their maladies and to instruct them
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in the means of preventing as well as curing
discases. This Dhanwantri becaine King of Kasi,
Benares, the most holy city of the Hindus . .

One of the sages Susruta, sou of Visvamitra, a
contemporary of Rama was chosen to be instruc-
ted in medicine. The book which Susruta
coiapiled from the dictation of Dhanwantri, was
an abridgemont of Ayur Veda. . . . We are not
obliged to trust merely to the fable-legends of
Hindu mythology for the assertion that medicine
i this country is an old and honored scicnce.
When the Greeks came to India with Alexander,
they found, amongst the traces of civilisation
which raised their astonishinent and admmirauon.
the praciice of medicine far advanced. Of this
Arvian  informs us, “ The Grecian physicians
found no remedy against the bites of snakes, but
the Indians cured (hose who happened to fall
under that misfortune”. And again Nearchus
informs us: ‘Alexander having all the most
skilful Indian physicians about his person, caused
prociamation to be made throughout the camp,
that whoever might be bitten by onc of these
snakes should fo;thw.ith repairv to the Royal pavi-
lioin to be cured . This was 300 years before
Christ. . .. Not only did the Greeks derive
much information divect, during Alexander and
his successor's invasion of India, but from the
Lgyptians subsequently, . . . When Bagdad,
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under the Caliphs after the destruction of Alex-
andria, became the great seat of learning, medicine
was cultivated with much diligence and success.
Hindu physicians were invited to settle in Arabia,
and the works of Charaka, Susruta and the treatise
called Nidana were translated and studied by the
Arabians in the days of Harun and Mansur A.D.
773 - - . The Arabians were not only great
physicians, but famous alchemists, and to their
teachings we owe the foundatious ot those sciences
which have now grown to the faiv dimensions of
modern medicine and chemistry. It has been
said by Draper that ¢ whilst the Byzantines obli-
terated science in theology, the Saracens illumi-
nated it by medicine’. ¢ They scem, however, to
have neglected Anatomy, and were more parti-
cularly famous for the introduction of numcrous
oriental remedies. Rhubarb, tamarind, cassia,
senna, camphor and various other gums, which
are entirely the products of Asia, fully attest that
their knowledge of remedial measures came from
the East’.”’—(Rao Bahadur R. K. R. Bhonsle).

“In Surgery too the Indians seem to have
attained a special proficiency, and in this depart-
ment European surgcons at the present day still
learn something from them, as indeed they have
already borrowed from them the operation  of
rhinoplasty (or the formation of artificial noses.)
The information again, regarding the medical
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Properties of mincrals (especially precious stone(;
and metals), of plants, and animal subﬁs?ances, an
the chemical analysis and dccomposition of the;e
Covers certainly much that is valuable. Indee :
the branch of materia medica generally .app?als
to have been handled with great predilection,
and this makes up to us, in some MNCASUTE at least,
for the absence of investigaiions in the field of
Natural Science.  Ou the diseases €t of hoxfei
and elephants also ther® cxisf; very s?c;xa;lv
Monographs. For the rest, during the last .e t
centurics medical science has suffered glela
detriment from the increasing prevalence oft 1~e
notian, that discases are but the result of tl&l}b-
gressions and sins committed, and from. '.::
tonsequent very general substitsztion of tl";‘astbls:,’,a,
alms and gifts for real remedies. _(Prof. e ,l

) Thc‘m is no doubt whatever .that the
ancestors of the Vaids (of the Ayur Vedic systel‘zlcz
and Hakims (of the Unani system) knew al;gfzsua;%t
Many things which arc now-a-days being 510.0;0,,_
forward as new discoverics.”—(The Hon. Surge
Ceneral Siy (. P. Lukis, k- C.S-4+ .

“'The VCgctaB]c resources 1s oi» nf e
almost unlimited, and the knowledgc‘o‘ ;,
shown in the works named above ;o% Cha{;}oi
and Susruta) is t‘orrcspondingly CX[CI]S'I'\'C. 4‘uri.
of them arc assuaging and depurating ip -
fying) medicines, suitcd to the climate ©
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country and the unexcitable constitution of the
people.

“ But the knowledge of surgery among th»
ancient Hindus was even more remarkable than
their knowledge of drugs; and it will no doubt
excite some surprisc, says Dr. Royle, ‘to find
among the operations of those ancient surgeons
those of lithotomy (operation for stones of the
bladder: kal-adaippu) and the extraction of
foetus ex utero, and that no less than 127 surgical
instruments are  desceribed in their

(R. C. Dutt).

works’.” -

CHAPTER XII.

TAMIL EDUCATION.
1

In ancient Tamil India Tainil was highly
cultivated Iy young aspirants to the grace of the
muses, and these aspirants were very few in
proportion to the population. LEducation was

adversity’s sweet milk, and learned men were
invariably penurious. There was no popular
systemn of education as it obtains at present.
Many villages and hamlets haa no schools at ali,
and young men athirst for the rudiments of
learning repaired to teachers far and ncar, and
placed themselves at their beck and call. No fec
was paid, butservice personal.  Implicit obedience
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and asinine patience to wait for the ‘clerkes’
pleasure and convenience were recommenda-
tions. The master's home was often his School,
and the three R’s were picked up in three or
four years, The learners were content with a
modicun of learning and took to their hereditary
arts, trades or professions. Young men ambitious
of culture attended on the crudite and sat at
their feet for yeais and learned grammar and
some classics. Thoroughness characterised what-
ever they acquired, and memory, the warder of
the brain, was sedulously cultivated. The
scholars were living gramophones.  Their pula-
mnai or proficicncy was declared by their revered
guru, and poctic composition was the highwater
mark of their ability and attainments. Sage
Agasthiar had his disciples and St. Meikandan
hisown. In the medieval ages mutts were seats
of learning and culture, and propagated religion,
not by proselytising but by teaching religious
classicsand imparting grammatical knowledge.
Mah:vidhwan  Meenatchisundaram  Pillai - of
recent times,a profuse maker of poems of every
variety and kind, had a host of pupils at
Thiruvaduthurat Mutt. The master and  the
pupils were fed and clad by the mutt and some of
the distinguished pandits of the day acknowledge
their deep  debt of gratitude to him. In this
manner every mutt  fostered

learning and
14
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religion according to its means and resources,
and Tamil learning and culture flourished. The

mutts remain but as nests of unrightcousness, and
the scholars have fled.

In pre-historic Tamil India the Tamil
academy or assemblage of scholars and critics
weighed the merits of every literary production
without fear or favour, and the academy’s
approval or imprimatur was coveted. The legend
about Nakkirar that he found fault with or
picked holes in  the verse of the Divinity and
stuck to his own opinion despite menace and
divine anger tells us how criticism was strictly
impartial in those days. After the fall of those
academics, the courts of kings and chicftains
encouraged pocts and amply rewarded them tor
their masterpieces. The mutts also served the

same purpose. Now ncither literary coteries nor

monarchs nor madathipathis care for learning
and culture, and the outcome of this criminal
neglect is decadence, which is most regretted.

In ancient times thc masses were ignorant
and illiterate, but the galaxy of poets outshone
the dense darkness all round. , Forcign influence
casily told on the unsophisticated and slave
mentality was perpetuated by crafty wisdom.
The pial school was held by some impecunious
wit who introduced the tender lads committed to
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. ) . et, initia-

his care to the mysterics of the dlpha:nd/ POSted

ted them into the magic Of, mmclbch’ d lexiconal

them up with a few didactic 31:1 eir care or
) . . h

verses wlhose meaning 1t Was not

- S s in most
mtent to teach. The gchoolmaster was o
magician, and cou

the door without such
The villagers often

Cases a physician and a
keep the wolf from
miscellancous  knowledge: - indeed. He
respected him and he was populat md ould tell
wasa little bit of an astronomer too au 1~C When
times and tides or scasons and %Csm;a bi.fhe had
the number of pupils increased, hl; Szc{cd as his
any, plied his father's trade an clder pupil
subordinate. If Lhe had nonc some jal system
fulfilled that function. The 1nor-1110"1:as ’more
arose in that way. The mqm.tm stem Was
drcaded than the master 1h1$} ?} bBcll and
popularized in the British  Isles DY
Lancaster. cual 1.epublic, there
As cach village was 4 vt tion in any
was no central cduCﬂﬁonal, Orga'msiﬁnating or
of the Tamil kingdoms tor dlSiC‘d c. There
diffusing or standardizing know i‘% .cquipped
was no\ mass cducation, and the .L~ comman-
with a little learning, or {he smatterers;
fed wide influcnce o rEspcgt.)vcrmncnt which
Under the Britls . e
established itself in this country akg)u;: Lsznd
and a half ago, centralisation egall,

ntury
a



- 148 TAMIL INDIA

portion, though meagre, of the public revenue
came to be set apart for education. Schools—
primary, secondary and professional and colleges
for university education have multiplied in every
nook and corner of this ancient land, and the
training of teachers to meet the demand was
undertaken at the cost of Government. Regular
curricula have beep framed, ang cducation has
become systematic. Teachers are paid fixed sala-
ries according to thejr grades of elliciency.
Elcmentary education js being made free and
compulsory, as the learned minority are hanker-
ing after self-government, Knowledge having
become diversified, every man has to be a jack of
all trades and master of none, Supcrﬁciality and
scamping have superseded solidity and thorough-
hess and earnestness. The master has no touch
with his pupils, ang ¢7g0 the pupils look upon the
master as a wage-earner paid by the month and
deserving of no honour, respect, or reverence.
The progress ofdemocratization ought to remove
slave mentality and ensyure self-respect, which
necessarily involves respect for others.  Unless
the schoolmaster jg abroad, tly
and communitjes cannot hold- up  their heads
among the rest of thejy brethren, ang the birth of
the sense of nationality oy common huina-

nity among the sons of the land wij be out of
the question or Visionary.

the illiterate masses
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the

The aim of education was tz z?“l?lgf- It
Spirit and improve the irTncr cultur O e ideas
Was of no avail if it did not Clar-l ?7] ar exposi-
and endow him with the power ‘of c C[ackle e
tion and if" it did not C“a.b.k? h'lmft(Zulture, the
SIX tasks of life--the acquisition Okin(f the loyal
power of self-dlefence and pea‘cé-mglc ;roduction
discharge of duty to the Coumlyjtincnic. and the
0cha1fh, the preservation ()Fcon- e fo ward
Practice of moderation or abstlﬂ'as respected
off licentiousness. Knowl,edgf: ‘:)wn sake and
irrespective of birth ar.]d for ltiactical use. It
for its worthy application t?lpn‘,tion that was
Was not merely academic Lduca
impartcd i Tamilaham. ' i
.be toxophilites, to fight wuhou. :
victories. Education was “dfufo A
and capacity of the pupil an(.} ¢ taught more by
Was it to take up. The tﬁa(ll(};c al;ays valued
SXample than by precept, ant ess and loyal
humility, modesty, carnCSU) ;ax‘ed more for
obedicnce in his pupil, as hLalth or rank.
SC“\""CSPCN. and digny lt'll]:ln«lW:and—SPring whilclh

As Kural has it. like ¢ - the flow, the
the decper one’ digs, th.c grcatilctsmdiesj the
wider and more intensively O--«ater his know-
keencr will be his intellect and gr¢

ledge and wisdom.

to
Princes were taught .

inching and win
ed to the status
he calling he
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“ Andrew Bell, D.D., tounder of the Madras
System of Education, took Episcopal orders,
sailed for India in 1587, and, within two ycars,
was holding simyltancously cight army chaplain-
ships. In 1789 he became Superintendent of
the Madras Military Ovphanage, and, finding it
impossible to obtain  duly  qualified
conducted it by the aid
selves.

masters,
ol the scholars  them-
T rgo2 Joseph Lancaster published a
tractate  recommending the monitovial syster,

and Lancasterian Schools began to spread over
the country.” -~ (Meakle-John's An Old Fducational
Reformer.)

““ St. Pavanandhi has described the qualifica-
tions of the teacher and the qualitics of the pupil
as follows. A teacher, according to the sage,
must be a man of high birth. He who has risen
from the ranks has generally none of the ring of
magnanimity and broad-mindedness ; and, how-
ever high hus mtellectual culture, the narrowness
of his heart peeps out at times and tinges all his
sayings and doings. He must hayve a rich endow-
ment of goodwill and wercy and patience .. ..
Good temper counts more than'intetlectual equip-
ment, and a knowledge of the ways ol the world
is a necessary supplement and corrctive to the
bookish or ideal view of life and its transactions.

A teacher must be in touch with every thing that
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goes on in the world and is expected to be
a walking cyclopaedia. A
worse than a vacant brain.
must have faith m God,

clouded mind is
Above all, a teacher

respect  bunself and
command the respect of the world .. . The Saint

has comparcd a teacher to the carth,a mountain,

a balance, and aflower.  Like the carth., his know-

ledge must be wide, deep and solid, his patience
cxemplary, and his teaching productive, Like
the mountain, his imtellectual wealth must be
inexhaustible and vavied, his eminence conspicu-
ous and unassailable. and his generosity disinte-
rested and unvequitable. Like the balance, he
must resolve doubts, be true, just and impartial

to all.  Like the tlower, he must draw the world

to himself by his personal fascination, amiable
manners. and  wme qua non  character. The

Saint  deprecates incommunicativeness.  mean-
ness, deceit, covy, avarice. intimidation on the
part of a teacher and likens such an incompetent
teacher to a pot of muubles, a vouzh palinyra, a
cotton-stulled Demi-John, and a slanting cocoa-
nut teee. Uhe inanethodical teacher i« like ajar of
marbles and works without a plan. The tnaccessi-
ble teacher is like the rough-harked palmyra
whose frmt cannot be reached unless 1t drops of
uselt.  Vhe mperfect teacher s like the Demi-
John, hard to put in and hard w take out. The
negligent teacher, like the slanting cocoanut tree,
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helps stra: . .
gooIzl teacl}ii-rsszilcd not his own bencfactors. A
fit hour, invokes GCtsl . Smtal.)l“ plac:, chouses @
knowledge in Zl‘clcO( (f“ a dais, and mnparts his
amiably, williogly, ~and mcthodical manicts
regard to the ca Zy’ d‘}d dircctly with a due
are of threc Orgc:ty?[, the learner .. .. Learners
men are discrixnin;" Fhe wranglers or the top
tive like the cow t'l;;c‘hkc _tl\c swan, and reflec
are receptive m\:c . ‘1“ f’PUmcs or middling class
their talk like the " ‘“"‘“d' and unoriginal 10
or the lowest 1'csep‘lulmt. e wooden spoons
out everything oi: 8] - cracked pots which let
like goats, ml;ddli, rlfl:}x CU’”‘C“‘S, arc capricious
of dregs like the r;?’\ ‘1k‘3 l?lllhlocs, and retentive
unfit to learn ;m(it’ wee-strainers.  Those who are
be imparted arc thlcolz:il;mtlll m)l ustruction should
the tips helazy, the slecp the indig
lusty, S:z,si:ﬁf ﬁ(;nccxt_cd,. the clhz/l)l-hcu(ltl;ic:ll:c:
pondent 111§ Cyf t‘u: lhwﬁs})’ the sulky, the des
ACCord'u;q ” [ll?ghg,ﬂ'w vile, and the lying - .-
willing, cheerful '1111(.1 s .I).lln(‘,[l]al attendancd,
for knowledge X implicit obedience,  thirst,
car, an cager l;liin(;:n'tal concentiation, a ready
the distinguishin : n’ 'd“,d * retentive memory are
calls their dutics“? arks of good pupils, which he
The next sec -
the methods of :;tll:il; O[L‘hl? Vpul“go_gics deals with
at a mastery of th ey carclul student atms
cusages ol the language he
guage
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e has learnt

ates what he has received, repairs

to his 1nas . .
his master to clear his doubts, and, to bring out

what i «ubli . .
1at is sublime, sccks the socicty of enlightene
11 what he takes to be

.. No pupil can

learns revi .
arns, revises, and re-revises what 1

digests and assimil

1;1,09’ and discusses with the
f’ﬂlfllll ov knotty or intricate
;‘?t"“” perfection by merely sitting at the feet of
;:3);;:”"‘ and gleaning his sapience He mtls't
teac anent what  he has gathercd from 13
h:’:i:f“ by moving in tearned societies, and when
: ris out as a teachers approaches
Lonv'l”l(‘(i(m, and when he akes a debut on @
public platform, he becoines pericet in thought,
\:.]‘Ur(l and action.  Such a 1)(:1'{bct scholar has the
%’::‘:lt:ilh;\u}xl(t for his m;mlu:r, 1'0319\\'5 ‘111131111\112
4 \]ir(l“"‘:’li::(:h “11}:tcl\(;/}lullz)n;d\l):{1‘(;:11(::)\
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his progiess
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life, Professor Max
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Mullcr 4 PPN
in the (‘li;l::lcclgt:? YIY'CS“_’”\ ()_l‘icn(alists to delve
believed, would l)(v“tm'nl ])llll(‘)S().])!ly which, he
Siddhanta teachin :‘ 'dfﬂpl(‘, “‘Tm' The Saiva
ancient Tamil M& }fmc enshrined in the four
these Tamil writ‘inz’sn;‘ﬁ zmld ‘yl.lmmm‘ and when
a whole or in [)211‘? [(]nl‘}l.( (‘lllcn' \\";L\Cry grave as
tions, and main tcn:-hhln((‘“ anslations, vocolloe
ost-diluvial i . gs were attempted by the
?ransmiltlt\cl?lt(:mm.?g.",;-lms’ zmd‘ these cane ‘)0 be
acknowlcdgmcsi)m313[ty ?ls ”w’.“. own without any
till the 12th ("Cnl ‘“t} continued unqucslioncd
lutionary philoso )h\l»us«’ dWh(m sankara’s revos
dhism and ]a'misnl) \\?«;kdn the . flcc]'inp of Bud-
mind from its masterl .C- lfh ‘?“: Famil phil()sophic
took up the task .( r ,yl "“‘f3‘1\'ll}‘. St. Mcikanda
Siddhantic lCil‘Chi:p:() ,ll:"]‘('lllllg *{‘_‘[f“ lil\'mn;ging the
Stva/nana AR codified them in his
their Qarﬁoiﬁ?:' m‘,l\lv.‘; ,”m”.k"'lll‘S were ancient, b\{t
fact has led mauy s and largely Aryan. ‘This
kandar's work \;j,l,]vy] scholars 1o fancy that Mei-
slokas in Pava ‘C'~)llt l translation of the twelve
Ahamas. A com )tlr‘l(.)f/h"f”m” ol the Rourava
judicial [‘ramcro(‘ l e ni' the iwo works with a
truth, to wit, St n\)q“\)-d will be convineed of the
fectly undcr.;t(‘m;lL b:'lli(;:“::;’S.'(w‘”’k was inper-
and some of the teachings w i‘*hww into Aryain
Accor.diug to trudition‘g‘ ;(',( vaguely rendered-
Nandi who, in his turn. N l.\d taught them 10
, gave them to sage after
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;a{f?"t“(])ll ‘i'\"lftivk;ufda, rose to give tllgnl a fixity in
aconic Tamil verse.
Stan;’\:“(i:!lf:r the invocatory not t.hc int.rodflctory
4 acknowledges the author's obligation to
and the absence of omis-
dgment cannot have
nt is viewed 1n
r of the pride
om vaunted

c?_nY Al'}'élll (n‘iginz]],
;)101\1 “.r‘“l(‘h an acknowle
l.(:::‘(‘:'”;?ntimml. \vh.(‘n' the Poi
of i‘ulh(”-- the aathor’s integrity
Oriesi "‘ 5incase ol tru.n.s*.]utl(ms fr

-\"”‘dl\ in the alleged divine ongue
(*"!'11})1(,]::: i\l('ikm‘l(ln Sasiras are i'om‘t‘ccn in r‘mmbcr
St \‘: d by l‘um‘~ gr«v‘,m men. St. Mmkanda',

Avudnandhi, St. Umapathl. and St. Marai

‘]n"“"a‘ Sambhandar.
pux)illsh:. wtan of b
Ay, Sihorin SEplce
The l;f\ l;.lll(hlh;u‘. Ihey were 39 : '
kanda "li“lltlh’ll‘ lcan'wd. hun.nl{t}' from St. Mel-
oft l]i\" id bhecame his \(n‘s't dlscxprlc on sloug}lnnfgr
(“Sci,,]‘(\ a]r.mz'am ov svll-pndc. The Pafldxt 1ar-
S 1] did ‘ll(m(.)ur“l()']ns master by developing
aching in his Sweajnand Siddhiar.
nal \':kl"‘i‘;_\:ﬁli\’:l‘ Si('d'hnmmn Fecognises :l{rcg ctcrd
the oo, ‘“ s. God, .h\m'.'l. and Matter raction) an .
Prinne 'x]‘ “'(1(',“(\(‘ <.>(‘ (.Il(' latter twe on :.%1(’ first Ot
Noan) \;.'”‘"‘!‘. Life is a probation. I'he soul of
gross. (l)’] l\“ up to the m:lSlf‘l‘ smxlhor l‘)(‘r("(nnc"s
by con ")’ .'»500.(1 deeds done in a sevies of births,
mtemplation and meditation. the grossness

Mecikanda attracted many
at the feet of Sakala
in number.
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of the body gets lacerated, as it were, and its
sublimation in the long end terminates in Its
liberation. The Saiva Siddhantist looks to Arul
or Grace for such ultimate liberation. The souls
seeking such liberation are infinite, and the
kingdom of such souls IS never dcpopulaucd-
“The first stanza is a short invocation to Polla-
Pillayar, perhaps the family Deity of Mecikanda
Devar, and it runs as follows 1 --
“ENT @fl pariodo o) T o ol
Qurdar Ahurwwt s omni tyFmra Py’

“The good will adorn themselves with the
feet of Pollar, begot out of grace by the doubtless
He who sat under he banyan tree called kal-dl
or who held the mountain how™. *“The stanza
F)cing an invocation to the Deity, it is possiblc to
include the object or origin of the work while
supplicating Him to further the attempt””. 'The
following stanza,

“ o . . . N
BLDGDLL UJNN T 5 gy LI nUfaL_u) &6 g1 eu T

@ 1ibanin uyai_ i Quienrinufs pa §— pih.onin
WDIT (BT (B 1B s g S
yarataw Qaarrin t pesr.”’

“As Tamthe slave of those who, having
understood themselves, understand  God. they
will not revile me, Those who have not under-
stood themselves do not understand Him. Ido
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Not, therefore, associate with thein, and do not
tare for their abuse”. )

“I'his is a real introduction to the Tamil
Work by the saintly author himself.  This stanza
too does not show, that the work was a transla-
tion, Iy the spirit pcrvading it gocs to prove
that j( was of such a novel kind as to revolu-
tionise thoughts.  We have alrcady scen that, at

the time the author started the work. a number

Co i f
o[ religious movements outside the pale o

Saivaisi were being set on foot, al.)d it was .bemg
disturheq by a large number of schisms w1.th.m. It
is no wonder lhc1*clbrc that the saint ant1c1patgd
OPposition from at least certain quarters.  Ifhis
Work was a translation, Mcikanda Devar would
Mot hiwve fele his responsibility or :‘apprehcnde.d
Again, as a saintly man, if

any comnter  move. . i
translation. he wou

he vy ;
- was gomg o make a .
o Ssi ‘ 1
have said so. and invoked the blessings of Nandh

R iginal.
and others who were l‘i‘sl)‘“mb](’ for the orig

, + work is an
All these facts o to show that the work

Orizing] once'’, "
Further, (he lase sloka of the bwaglli{na

Bothay, in Al')’.’l’ln yepudiates the translation

.thc“'}V- ITi forms a part of the Rowrava ilgama.

Wil g oxhort the pift of Sivagnana Botham

W@ separate work to a disciple.

I
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Sivagnana Botham falls into four divisions:

Sutras 1-—3 Pramana or Proof.

4--6 Lakshana or Characteristics.
7--9 Sadhana or Practice.
10—12 Pavan or Results. .

A brief analysis of this important work 13
given at the end of thig chapter.

The celebrated Dravida Maha Bhashyam t0
this inasterpiece is a commentary by Sivagnand
Yogi, a scholar in Vada-moli, a proficient f"
Tamil grammar and rhetoric and an expert
logic. Its one scrious defect is the attack on or
tirade against the \hamites,

ANALYSIS
I—Proof.

Sutra I. —Proof of existence of God or Pathi.
The universe undergoes the three processes of
creation, preservation and destruction. These
are done by Hara or Siva,

Sutra IL—Proof of existence ol attachment
or pasa. Hara and souls coalesce into one entity.
Hara grants souls fruit of actions, souls reincar-
nate, changing forms.  Hapg is omnipresent.

Sutra 1I1.-—Proof of existence of Soul or

Pasu.  Soul exists, as it denies its entity consci-
ously. It claims the body as its own and is
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therefore scparate from body. The kllOWCI‘ of
the five sensations is different from thc. f;ve
Senses, as cach sense can feel but a paxttlcu ;atz
Sensation.  In the passage of the s.oull f'xon? t
dream condition to the waking state, it is .dlffexe:xd
from the body. The body fecls notlm?g in ?O;J(;rc
sleep, despite respiration, and the soul 1vs tvheleThc
dilferent from the vital air o prana-vayu. o
soul oftep forgets and recollects and 13 thcu; ore
different (rom Siva. Lt exists independent o

latvas individually-

[1---Characteristics.

Sutra IV. -Qualities of Soul or I"asu. .Th?
Inney Powers (anﬁmkamzns) act on.l)' n c.on.]%mCa
ton  wiy, the soul. The soul 1s thexcfoxlc :
diﬁcrcm cntity. It has no coguition under clou
Of passions (malas). It has three avastas. :

Sutra V.- _Oualities of Pasa or .-\ttachmcnls:
he tagyqs act wi(h the aid of the soul, and sou

r

€ognisc through Siva. All

. . - Pathi.
Sutr. —Onalitics of God o1 :
Sutra V19.-—(ualitic edge perish. He

things cognised by soul—kn()\\’.l L by ordimary
who ig known, though uncognisable by
Means oy measures, is Siva (Hara).
]11.— Practice.
the

; i *njoy
Sutra VIL.—-What is cn.m]cd ';‘(l))ctr]m:d o
TUits of expericnce o practices.
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No experience of pasa, and pasa cannot enjoy the
Lord.  Soul can attaiy and enjoy IHim.

Sutra VIII. What is known as mcans, the
best aid or practices. Soul gains wisdom only
through tapas (penance), and its sagely master 'is
only the Lord. It has no sclf-knowledge when 1t

deals with the senses, but it has when detached
from them.

Sutra IX.—The best method of Practice-
Soul can sce the Lord through His wisdom. The
Lord will disclose Himself (o0 the passion-detached
soul.  With Tive Letters —meditation  without
interruption, all passion-relic will disappear.

IV—Results.

Sutra X.—Benelits of Liberation of Bonds.
Be one with the Lord and hold all your actions
as His.

Sutra XT.--I"inal B ‘atitude. The Lord alonc
enjoys the sage’s experiences, and if the latter has
unfailing love for the Lord, he will merge in

Him.

Sutra XTI, —What transpires in the state of
liberation, or final Hliss (Jivar, Mukta).  Get rid

of the three malas, associate with  Sivagnanis

or sages, worship them and the emblem of Siva
(Sivalingam) in the ful) belief that they are Siva
Himself. Denounce non-worship.
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Il _

God, according to Saivaism, is both Nn'g(t}mg

and Personal. The word nirguna means that Go
has none of the Mayavic gunas'known as satvati
"@yas and tamas, which are within the range o
“mita(ion. and does not mean that God has no
attribute. [t means gunathitha or beyonfi guna
Or matter. Both words imply what 1s non-
Material and thercfore pure chit or Pure E;:mgt
God may be spoken of as 1m.pcrsonall withou
His special chalact'ensur':,
in His
(1; self-
(4) omni-

bCing non-personal. ists
according 10 Saiva Siddhanta, C'O}r:b -
Possession of cight attributes, whic dil“
dependcncc,(2) purity, (:;)SCIf'kl?OWIC ?C’ 7) omni-
Scitnce, (5) sinlessness, (6) graciousness, of God
Potence and (%) bliss. These atmbl,ltes- Bein
are included in sat and chil . . - ‘S:at ltS Saiv;g
and Chyjy is Intclligence . . - Accord‘ng‘ o s
Siddhanta, God is personal, as 'n"lcarllmag living

eing (Sat) both concrete arfd spxrltu? ’t -]ligence

ing . . . God is True Being .ar,ld vn Lshgrtest
* » « Sivajnana Botham contains m;t denotes
dcﬁnitioﬂnl' God as Siza-sat or C}”‘"mt? ) a” never
God, a Pure Being, which aspect Fe :,‘m spect
reach us.  Chit ()r‘Aru[Uf Love d(-no[CS‘ I1s al;sow
in which He can approach us and we car com-

im. S$gf is the sun which we can “everh’(h is
Prehend.  Chig is the Light, onc ray O,f;:' ic !
€nough 1y remove our darkness and enlighten us,

1
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but
the ‘g(:xrnt}.lat OHS? ray of light we can never know
by saying ;’i‘hilvall]ana .BOtham, Sutra XI, ends
soul) to His ch underlying love will unite it (the
is the fourth ¢t (Lord).” This underlying love
“Theeyithan, - " highest kind of love called
up the love ,of)yl posscssing which the soul gives
Lord alone i‘ullyl ICIfwor]d entirely and loves the
love, he experie ' a ma_".Posscssm this kind of
Vasagar addre l“ccs‘thc Divine Bliss . . . Manicka
]c/;c]laﬁ Skt 2T(.SSCd God as ¢ My Lovc, my Bliss ’-
ence Siddkia.,e"rsuprcmf_ Love is a Loving Influ-
God " i.e. Lov’c 1-63). Tirumular says ‘Love is
“ Ac’cordin I)CTOmCs thf Ultimatc Reality.
the relation bci’ 0 th‘f Siddhanta philosophy,
including the souvlvs(fkilsl: SSZIdo and d.]agat (universe
tely inti .. SC and s inu-
or:Z ;jrl(t)llglitl]tlce thz;t 1t 1s not possiblc t:)) s\élc);};ai:u::c
thc only abs:ltlter‘B :rhat is to say, that God i
wholly dcpc‘ndc“ct ozmgi:;nd t(},]a; all the rest are
the Jacat.” . - God is the life of
viii ‘:{,(;).tth(; s.o.lh-l this stanza (Sivajnana Botham
Meikanda U 1s compared to a mirror by St.
-+« . Mr. J. M. Nallaswami Pillai,

Writiﬂ on H .
8 this characteristic of the soul, says:
: , :

* This power or ch
aracteristic .
brought out in the Cteristic of the soul is

: t when it i
Piece of firewood or wick ,h 1 1t 15 attached to a
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~ ““One wonders how the Saints of Saiva
S_'ddhama who expressed lofty thoughts in reli-
gion, which have been admired by eminent
Oriental scholars, could have worshipped tmages.
The reason has to be explained. It must first be
observed that, when we think of any object, our
mind has to rest on some form or other represent-
ing that objcct, and it is when alone that the
action of our mind can be said to be thought on
that subject. It is again a fact borne out by
¢ that the impression in our
mind of any object is rendered immensely
stronger when that object is within the grasp of
our senscperception than when it 1s left to our
mental vision alone, unaided by any of our senses
Even in thinking, we can only think of objects
we have scen, and we cannot think of God whom
Thinking of either man or
d; and therefore all
ly objects of

human experienc

we have never seen.
stone is not thinking of Go

.thc figures we think of become mcere )
idolatry,  Under such circumstances material

things Impress upon our minds better. That is
the reason why, whn we carcfully e.\'amine.thc
religious history of humanity, of ancient nations
of both old and new worlds, we will know for
certain that they have all been idolaters. . - . =
Images are never worshippdd as images, l?ut only
as symbols representing God. . . .This is called
bhavana. . . 'The practice of symbolisanon for
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religious
ur

Christian f')itcf ?,Sfc;; m%y be clearly scen in the
aptism and

t the Lord’s S -

s s Supper-

St. Vageesa says :

His sy

o 3:1?015 and marks and temples

B ﬁ)l'; anhd the nature of His Bch; il
ugh Ye recite thousand Vcdha:s

° O1S y h (l()‘} S

From thi
18 we sec th
are m T at marks
;f{ﬁly intended to remind ;sanf(‘i (tcn;plcs e
. C\)iewr. 3 O ;O...--
Sivajna . of image-worshi i
inana . rship cxpr
the Saiva SlSc‘igglar may be takCnpas t£l~CSS'Cd m(
prefers intc iddhanta. According ‘t t..vu:w ©
I i ( >
are only giv;:lrworshlp to all other mo)de‘st' t’O;{
of worship Ca: :)econdary place. Olhc;ﬂ:o:fc:
the wise may dis © deen merely as symbols d
the illiterate spense with them.  Tn the . an(
temples ctc N ‘lt cannot be dcnied thatcats}fo
forcibly rcm;; 1'1aw wonderfully succeeded "
reality of G d““g some of them at lé t (’f lm
od. . . « ast of the
;tanza 2g, has: "'i‘lslv‘l'ma"a Siddhiar Sutra II
oth in mater] e supremc . -
ter . . Accepts :
forms (God’s dl;al forms (Sivalinga) aI:]d .W(?SI.HP
you can place IL;I.otcc:S) and shows His G m lvmg_
! . s His Grace.
this will be ade im 1n your heart and’:ru h'“
not to love ang Uate‘WOrship' In an ol
o hs e laud Him cvery day Y ";odc fail
13 1nternal worship o;ﬂ YU?ra s
ajna 18
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1}‘;%"1:::‘(1 al.s‘ .}xxukfi-sadhana, hecause it pur%ﬁcs
’"imian;.‘ ’”-'_Ihlt{m 'ssldnr..ia]s, flowers, -dupa al?d dipa,
WOl‘éhip ){, :( ”(')o- 'wnh the csoteric mean.mg an
thinks :I)i‘ 1,;[. im in the heart :Jas one thinks and
enter one's im with Jnana, He .w11] gradually
¢’s heart, as docs the light when the
d cleaned. Then the impuri-
vaitacy: 1 H(:‘rc the sandal 'symbolises
A 21‘):{';1 . 0.w~crs t.h‘c 'mght »xtcr‘nal virtues sgch
of th".""'ﬂl‘if?‘ fvom killing ¢t l')cmg the (‘”‘.'.?!‘Ol
whicl, }\:\%(.H‘:ill THECE dupa. 1.nccn"sc, is prld(':,
intcllim_m? ‘ ';«') he ()ﬂct"t:d up'; dipa. .hght, is one's
hess - ' hee s the m;m[.;mn, water, B contented-
: food is ong’s cgowstt e - r
the Lord m the
akshara ™.

mirror i
. rror is cleared an
168 Wi 1

s will dzs;xppca.r.’

Heart Lotus
There ar€ six
os in the body They
The frst iy mulidar
The second
ardly be
ic plexus
is the

| “* Clontemplate
_’Y means of S Panc
?’nl)“l‘l;mt centres or plexus
dl%‘ also called  chakias.
1‘;‘;:(“( V'!'h.is‘ v the s;\crc(l' plexus.
ivadhistana chakva There can J
t“f” opinions as o its b
of l'h(: inodern anatomists.
(;}1;;1(},1”(" ‘pl.c‘{.ns'. ' Che .fourth 13
e » !hlﬂ is the 4:;111‘.\;1‘% !
o visudhi chakra, This 38
);1 the pharyngeal plexus.
chakra. This is the caveriy’
and other centres in different parts ©

cp rostad
[he third
(o De the
o Shatrd

.. 1
g tn

e
The fth 15

ylexus.
cither the laryngeal
*The sixth 13 the agnt
All thes€

{ the body

yus plexus.



are supplied ..
a way that all arc -must breathe in such
s?‘idbthat’ WhCnHaa;)trj:xr:plh(:d properly. . . It is
of breathing "on has studied the sci
plexuses, he czl:,d;.thc functions of the di{;:::;f
can evolve all the regulate his system, so that he
The Yogis, in O;dl;(?wc"s resident in the body. . .
concentrate from : !io evolve all these powers,
until, by degrees, IF OWest plexus to the highest
the force of the”]~d~ ight is evolved, by reason ol{
very hi . tfe-current being .
yc:llgh extent, . | g developed to a
he i
distinguishindocyfm: of Grace and Love is the
Siddhiar V g( cature ol Saivaism. Siva:nané
Love and (; 9 says: ‘Except as the § L
race there is nq SiV“’-"—*chl:’prL(;?h:

upon D4,
ngmi.”le Philosophy of  India by Mr. D. Gopaul
_ “From among . ‘
philosophy. fiv g the various s " Qai
very c‘éﬂiéii’ff ystems of thought swand out o
(1) the Saiva 1??'- They are represent-d b
(3) the Saiva T .-C‘T“S‘.s’ (2) the Saiva Panthcistsy
ans, and fc, rinitarians, (4) the Sajva Uni Y
5) Qualified Saiva:Monists ;'hcnSl;ailvl:;

idealists, suc)
’ 1 as Sankar
that Atman, known a?Charya and others, hold
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Pantheists seem to consider all the Vedic gods as
€qual and identical in all respects and to regard
th?“’_ namces as but synonymous. The Saiva
Trinitarians consider that there are three important
Gods: Brahma, the creator; Vishnu, the preserver;
and Rudra, the destroyer; the other gods being
subordinare to these three. Any onc of the Gods
may he worshipped, and through His Grace, the
samsara got rid of. The Saiva Unitarians regard
th.e above three gods as onc and the same God
with three funciions to perform. Lastly, there

come the gualifid monists who form the large
Portion of the Saivaite population in India.
Samba-Siva Siva with His

According to them,
Consort Amba, our
eternal heing, posscsscd of ail go

ous qualities par excellence and of the
¢ and happincss pure.

nature of intelligence pur
He is a personal God and has His Body (if I may
be pardoned for the use of the word) made up
of the two categories of chit and achit. ¢ Chit’
includes all conscious beings, whether gods, me,
or animals. ¢ Achit ' comprises the varicgated
fnanimatc world. Among conscious beings each
is distinct from the other, and js ordained to
appear on the stage of the world, and to expert
ence joy or misery there, according to his pa§t
merit or demerit. Owing to the effects of their
former actions, the individual souls get involved

mother) is the supreme Of
od and auspici-
transcendental
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in the samsara, from which, however, they are
finally freed, solely by the study of the Jnana-
kanda of the Vedas and of the Jnanapatha of the
Agamas. For, the performance of rites alone, as
laid down in the Karmakanda of the Vedas, does
not, for a certainty, cnable anybody to attain
Moksha. It is Jnanayoga and only Jnanayoga
that, when practised on the lines taught in the
Upanishats and the Agamas, can lcad the Yogin
to ecventual, spiritual emancipation. . . .In the
latter phases of this Saiva) faith, the rvituals are
relegated to the background, while Bhakti, Jnana,
and Yoga are clevated to the highest place. This
characteristic is fully manifested in that form of
faith, called the Vira Saivam”-—(K. P. Puttanna
Chetty).

“An accurate knowledge of things may be
obtained by ten mecans: perception. inference,
comparison, authority, implication. propriety,
rumour, impossibility, reversion, and association.,
.. .Of fallacious media there are cight kinds:
prejudice, misconception, doubt, decision without
examination, failure of percoption, false belief,
belief in what is felt, and imagination. . . .The
different systems of philosophy ace Lokayatam,
Bauddhain, Sankhyam, Naiyayikam, Vaiseshikam
and Mimamsakam, and thc authors of these
systeins are Brihaspati, Jina, Kapila, Akshapatha,
and Jaimini respectively. Only six of the above
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media of knowledge are recognised in the above
(mentioned) systems. . . .The most popular
review of the philosophical systems of India is the
Saivadarsana Sangraha, the author of which was the
great religious reformer Maghvacharya, It
leaves out Bauddham and Lokayatham, and
mentions the names of the six systems as follows :

(1) Purva Mimamsa, (2) Uttara Mimamsa

(3) Sankhya, (1) Yoga, (5) Nyaya, (6) Vaiseshika.
. . .The Lokayata, which asserts that life is a
certain collocation of matter, that there is no
soul nor a future existence, and that men need
not care for anything but their welfare in the
present life, is identical with the scientific creed of
the modern materialist. The Bauddha, which
teaches that there is no onc competent to explain
the First Cause and that ‘life is a continual
suffering’, combines the agnosticism and pessi-
mism of the present day. The Sankhya. which
assumes a material {irst cause, but recognises no
intelligent creator, has many points in common
with  modern Atheism. The ANyaya, which
holds that matter and soul and God are eternal,
is almost the same as the recent Theism. The
Vaiseshika, which *does not mention a God, but
believes that th¢ umverse is made of cternal
atoms and an eternal all-pervading soul is very
much like naturalism allied to the atomic theory.
The Mimamsa, which contains very little of
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philosophic discussi

cussion but i .
of th > utisad :
o th: 3ilulihor1ty of the Vedas, r:gat;litéccasscrtlo:
bCIiechs) inos&fih)é %flthe Christian Churc(l)lm\s;li:h
revealed religion € and claims to be the only

—(T amils 1800 Years Ago)r

ADDENDUM

Western Scholars have evolved a theory
which traces the origin of Indian civilisation and
of the Arvyan race to Central Asia. Everybody
acquiesces in this theory, and therefore everybody
Let us consider it a moment.

Onc would expect that when the history of
a people was in question, the traditions and [iterature of
that people would be the first sources of information on
the subject sought. But though you have the oldest
civilisation and literature in the world, and
records which purport to recite your history for
many hundreds of thousands of years, the orientalists
do not pay you this compliment.  Your books do not
anywhere mention or Suggest Ay other dwelling place for
Indians than India. T heir evidence is unanimously and

distinctly to the contrary. For instance, Rama

believes it.

flourished in India and conquered Ceylon in
Treta-yuga, not far from a million years ago-
books

o not vouchsafe your
the slightest consideration.

They proceed to construct a theory of their own,
which they introduce by remarks of this kind-—1I
quote from one of their principal books, Muir’s

Sanskrit Texts.

But the orientalists d
or your traditions
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(13 I
must begin.”’ .
candid admissio gin,” says this scholar, ‘“ with a
the Sanskrit b nkthat’ "0 far as 1 know, none of
3
contains any (lios:)i $, not even the most ancient,
. nct ref
of the Indians.” reference to the foreign origin
The th F '
eor
from Central Z\lﬁ.that the Aryans came to India
B.C. was Considslda At first 1,000 years or s
tion. Now, | bcl;(\:, carly enough for this migra-
back 5,000 or § cve, they have gotten the date
On what ):1000 years carlier than that
give you sainpl(‘; tl;‘Cy base this theory? I will
and beg you to nl)(Z tllll(:u' principal alrgumcntS,
There well their charac
s are aracter.
some of whicl many names in the Rig Veda,
rivers,  Now. ] are thought 1o (lcnotcl [ndian
in the Rio \)/clll'C)j say, the Ganges is inentioned
But the I;dus((q‘l:}l once, and towards the end.
often. This Sh()):/vx indu, is ientioned carly and
most of the time f t'hat your ancestors during
Veda hy s ol tiie composition of the Rig
is, in the “’}n:n"?rc (lwclling near the Indus, that
reach the G.ll)d) and Afzhanistan, and di(; not
’ anges unti . N
composed. ntil the later hymns were
\;C"y r ¢
' 00
mcaning ();?“;i;ldl})m: when wé look into the
that it is ' U, what d ind? K
aname of owe find? First
the moon.  Seeo (Zit C/zan(_im’ the presiding devata o;
Third, that it is” ; that it is a name for the ocean
used to denote any great t'orﬂuence.
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of waters, and finally, (Sankaracharya in the
Bhashya-Hridaya) that it is another name for the
Ganges itself. Having adopted the theory; the
Orientalists proceed to build it up by interpreting
everything to support it. For instance, the Rig
Veda mentions the ¢Sarayu’. There is a river
of that name in Oudh, falling into the Ganges
below Benares, This river is far too south to fit
their theory. So they say—I quote one of their
lcading men, Lassen— Perhaps it is an affluent
of the Sarasvati (a river of the Punjab); in any
case, it is to be distinguished from the well-known

affluent of the Ganges.”
Then as to writing.

them to make you illiterate
otherwise how can the silence of your literature

on this important subject be explained? Your
books must be more recent than these events, if
the theory is to stand.

<« An illiterate people,” says A. W. Von
Schlegel, <“ignorant of writing, which has adopted

a stationary home after long and arduous migra-
few centuries, casily lose all

ange of habitation.”

in as much as they can find
ary, your ancestors could
,300 OF 2,400 years ago.
hat you were a great
Megasthenes

Their theory requires
in ancient times, for

tion, might, after a
recollection of its ch

So they say that,
no proof to the contr
not write morc than 2
But they cannot deny 1

people, with abundant commerce.
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shows that
e
India. Hoxe:vasobmon got merchaundise from
out writing ? B $ your business conducted with-
very slender ba ccause no records are found, isa
of writing 1o :s on which to deny the knowledge
O r . oy
people. great, civilised and commercial
The exa
. m .
lustrate the ﬂﬁ:fssimlzs havfc Biven are sufficient 19
Orientalis s of the ar
sts. guments of the
most random These fheor irs are the merest and
tions at that Speculations, and impudent specula-
Myron H. Phel (From a lecture delivered by Mr.
Hindu College F\)ISe;ﬂI?.A" LL.B. of New York, at the
. 28, 1910).
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‘Page Line

8 -3
25 18
37 25
50 12
67 15
76 12
76 21
95 28

100 22
116 11
123 23
132 14
135 25
143 24
149 7
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Correciton
perseverance
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Kadungone
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