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*-INTRODUCTION

r_[‘IIE]?olnquest of India Ly Great Britian w
which was of epoch-maki 1 . i

not only of India and le'eat Britﬁ;zgljlil]i(: t{t‘]?((\:(\'}l'n e History
world. The prestige, resource and power, whi ‘hl(l;tory Of‘ e
thereby acquired, placed her in the foref,ront cof tl:at B“'tain
of the world. Thiy conquest was not a freak of fo f o lons
was it as some historians would like us to believe inm‘l‘e' o
absentmindedness”. On the contrary, it was a (le’]ii)erataCt o
undertaken in spite of much opposition in England. Thi: a-(':t’
be clo:_u' to any one who reads the Jetters and despatches o?-l“
the ].)I'm(',ipnl linglish characters who took a leading part ;r til”
shaping of British history in India. l'urther, 1( was r:()t‘ li

as an event

gmr'mtif: fraud as a few students of history <o unscientifi
mmnt:?m. To give only one example, such slnton‘lont% 'll'mny
following are of very little scientific vadue—"Tonl \\}01‘; ;he
wag determined to annihilate or curb the Mussulma /q o
].\)I):;f-;lthus bl_v (gm-cc or fraud. This explains his hi\l:lch‘i:\"el:llizz
ey an ceidental diplomaey 1 i i nd

h(‘n(l(‘vr}t Princes of Himlus]t:m. I? \1']:15‘ (::\""]}'l‘:m:‘ ]ttllxl'lttllllz ll:i]de-
”,]O Nizam and Peshwa  prizoners, (I(‘px:ivod the .N'iw'tbl ?_’
Karnatak, the Raja of Tanjore, the Nawab Vazier 6f Otud.h t}(l)
Nawabs .of Surat and Farukkabad, of their ton‘itm‘i(‘ﬁ and' l)e
f'(?rco ruined Tippn and some of the Maratha Princes such 'ly
Sindhia, Iolkar and the Raja of Nagpur”™.' Such iud};men(t.:
::.esu(;:]lie sil:();;ryf'lilrillly]tnw lrocmlsn it 1s possible to overcome
o o pmx:;(‘u.t 8 by accidents or 1.mu<l.. but never nations
conseqonee. oi- t.hCIr: the long run historical events are the
political sen o ;.,enom]v mf)mle of a people, their social,
pontical and ec ¢ organisation and the qualities of their

. Basu - Ries e T
asu : Rise of the Christian Power in India; p. 310

‘institutions.
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They are not fortnitous accidents determined by a
wayward fortune. Even the leaders that a people have are such
as they abundantly deserve. Without being didactic, history
gives an infallible judgment about the survival value of a people
and their institutions. It gives with an even hand an irredeemable
dispensation. The ease with which India was conquered by the
British, therefore, shows that India’s institntions lacked vigour
and adaptability. A study of the British conquest of India ought
to be undertaken with a view to discovering those drawbacks in
India’s political life, which made the conquest, as will sub-

~“sequently be seen, so easy and almost inevitable. No doubt the

British conguest has already been studied from various points
of view and emphasis has been laid" on the political, social,
economic and religious causes of the conquest, by different
students according to their own predilections. These causes
certainly have materially contributed to the ritish conquest of
India, without any one of them bheing the sole or exclusive
cause of the event. This article restricts itself to showing how
military causes were responsible for the British conquest of the
country and that these military canses were the outcome of
the state of politieal feeling mmong the people or rather the
absence of a political feeling. This does not mean that military
causes- alone explain the British conquest. The emphasis on
it is laid herc at the exclusion of other causes, because the
military aspect of the conquest, has cenerally been neglected
and a valuable contribution can be made to Indian history by
studying scientifically the militury campaigns in the 18th
century,

1

MARQUESS OF WELLESLEY'S JUSTIFICATION QF HIS
AGGRESSIVE POLICY

The conquest was really accomplished during the short
span of Wellesley’s administration, when within a few years
the Company rgse from the position of a second-rate power in
the country to that of virtual paramountacy. The aggressive
policy, which Marquess of Wellesley adopted immediately on his
arrival in India, has been generally justified on the following
grounds :—

Firstly, the danger of a French invaston and the
necessily of preparing to imeet it

Tt is argued that an aggressive policy on the part of the
RBritish was necessary to prepare for a naval and military

L
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invasion of India by the French. When Wellesley became
the Grovernor General, the danger of a French invasion appeared
imminent on account of Napoleon’s occupation of Kgypt
and his wellknown ambition to push on to India to strike
a blow at the British power. This Alexandrian project of Napo-
leon appeared chimerical to many modern historians though
military students have pronounced it to be quite practicable.
General Stuart wrote to Rt. Hon. Henry Dundas in 1300 A.D. as
follows: “Bombay is our natural emporium.........with the Red
Sea, which has acquired a new degree of political importance
since the attempt of the French to reach India from Igypt.
Whatever may be the present success of the attempt, it becomes
incumbent on us to watth henceforwara this avenue to India.
The design is in itself practicable and would have most likely
succeeded, had the Turks either been in alliance +with the
¥rench or had the enemy pushed on immediately after he had
reached Cairo”.* Napoleon's attempt, therefore, failed largely
hecause of the opposition of the Turks on account of his occupa-
tion of Kgypt and the severance of his line of communications
and supply with France due to the destruction of the French
1lect at the Battle of the Nile. The supporters of Wellesley’s
policy further argue that besides the land-route through ersia
and the North-Western approaches to India, there was another
direction fron: which the invading French force could have
come to India. The French possessed a colony at Mauritiug
where they could have assembled a navy and troops with
transports for a surprise landing on the western coast of friendly
Indian powers. Such an operation, it was argued, would have
gucceeded because the western coast of India was too long for
the British Navy to patrol all the harbours eflectively and to
prevent the Freneh force from reaching the shores of India.
Finally, a French naval squadron might have sueceeded in
establishing by determined effort at least a temporary superiority
in the Indian Qcean, as another French squadron had done with
great effect during the critical year of Ameriean War of
Independence. With reference to this Arthur Wellesley wrote
ag follows in 1802 A.D.: “We have seen the French naviey
contend with those of Great Britain and an opinion has frequently
been advanced by those who are in the habit of considering these
questions, that during this war the navy of France would have
been as formidable as her army if it had not been for the
continental contest which rendered the land service more
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1. Sidney Owen: Selections from Wellesley’s Despatehes ; p. &
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necessary to her”.* 'This is borne out by the fact that in spite
of the enormous difficulties under which the French naval
forces had to operate, they were able to capture British property
in the Indian Ocean, worth two million pounds.?

Secondly, reduction of French allies in India and
particularly the menace of the French ally Tipoo

Historians who support Marguess of Wellesley’s policy argue
that his policy of ageression wasg justified Dbecause *in
the consideration of every question of Indian policy or in an
inquiry into the expediency of any political measure, it is
absolutely necessary to view it, not only as it will affect Indian
Towers but as it will affect the French.?® They argue that the
French intrigued at the courts of Indian Powers with a
view to pursuading them to commence hostilities against the
Clompany and algo to form alliances for co-operation with the
invading French forces. On their arrival the Trench would
require money and supplies which they could get only from
their Indian allies. It was therefore absolutely necessary tc
remove even by force all the potential and actual allies of the
Trench. It was on this ground that the destrmction of Tipoc
was justified by the partisans of Marquess of Wellesley. Though
in some respeets the case of Tipoo was unique, he was certainly
the most wellknown and powerful ally of the French and had i
in hig power to give effective help to the IFrench. Moreover
since 1792 the political events in India had considerably improvec
Tipoo’s position. The Triple Alliance formed against him
hetween the British, the Marathas and the Nizam had dissolved.
The Marathas very nearly destroyed the Nizam in 17%) and
after the latter’s defeat the power at his Court passed into the
hands of the French party led for some time by M. Reymond.
After 1795 the Maratha Kmpire was so much distracted by Civil War
that lipoo had nothing to fear from the Marathas for somne time.
But since 1792, the position of the Company had become worse vis-
a-vis Tipoo. Company’s army in the Karnatak, which could take
part in field operations was only 14,000 men, a force clearly in
sufficient to reduce Seringpatam, since a force of 20,000 men had
failed toaccomplish it during the Third Mysore War. Tipoo’sarmy
contained a powerful arm of mobile cavalry which Wellington
later observed was the best he ever saw and which Tipoo intended

1. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellington’s Despatches ; p. 87.
. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellesley’s Despatches; p. 274.
3. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellesley’s Despatches: p. 759.
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to use for haragsing the communications of the enemy. Besides
the finances of the Company were very low." Its credit was
poor and its debt stood at £10, 866, 58 82. Further the Company
expected an invasion of the North-Western provinces by Zaman
Shah, the King of Afghanistan. Tipoo was negotiating with the
French for an anti-British alliance at least two or three years
before the British attacked him. In his letter to the people of
the Isle of France, dated the 2nd April 1797, he offered to support
a French attack on the Company, with men, material and money.
He however made it clear that he did not intend to initiate

military operations on his own, unless French military and naval

forces actually arrived in India, because he did not want to be
left in the lurch. Whatever the precise motives of the French at
Mauritius, the I’roclamation issued by them on the 30th January
1798, together with other evidence afterwards collected, made it
clear that Tipoo had formed “an offensive and defensive alliance”
with the French in order ‘“to declare war against the English
whom he ardently ” desired “to expel from India”.

Thirdly, the danger to the Company from the Maratha Power

The friends of Marquess of Wellesley justified his policy on
the ground that the destruction of the power of the Maratha
Kmpire was necessary for the gecurity of the Company’s territory,
I'he Maratha Empire, it was said, constituted a danger for the
following reasons :—

(a) The prospect of it united direction of Maratha affuirs.—
Tver wince the ruin of Tipoo’s power, the Marathas had
hecome jealous and suspicious of British policy. They intended
to combine the whole of their power against that of the Company.
“There can e no doubt whatever that the great object of every
Maratha statesmman has heen to combine their force to attack the
British government ; and if they had ever been free from disputes
among themselves they would have carried that plan into
execution.” (Arthur-Wellesley)." This combination of Maratha
power was on the point of realisation towards the end of the 18th
century, not through free co-operation among the Confederates,
but due to the concentration of Maratha power in the hands of
Sindhia, who had brought Poona government under his own
control. Arthur Wellesley wrote as follows. *In my opinion

1. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellesley’s Despatches—J. Webb,
Secretary to the Govt. of Madras; pp. 9-10.

2. Sidney Owen : Wellington’s Memorandum ; p. 2.

3. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellington’s Despatches ; p. 287,
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the extent of the influence and territory of this one man becomes
a matter of anxiety to every friend to the British interests in
India. He now embraces the whole extent of our frontier and of
that of the Nizam, and in his person we experience that which
we learn all our policy ought to be directed to prevent, viz., one
man holding and exercising nearly all, if not all, the power of
the Maratha Empire. "

(b))  Trained Europeanised infantry.—The Marathas had
Kuropeanised their armies under ¥rench instruction. . Their
infantry had acquired a fairly satisfactory state of discipline
and all Maratha armies possessed a powerful park of
artillery. They constituted a menace to the territories of
the Company which it was idle to ignore. Marquess of Wellesley
in his letter to his brother wrote that Sindhia did possess the
power to endanger the security of the Company, because of “the
efficient state of Sindhia’s military establishment, under the
direction of Kuropean officers and particularly the formidable
condition of his regular infantry and artillery under the command

L2 I

of those officers”.

() The war-lite basts and lradition of the Maratha
Empre~—Due to its peculiar organisation and tradition, the
Maratha Empire lived by war and for war. It made a continuous
demand for tribute on its neighbours. The Marathas made many
complicated claims on the Nizam and frequently plundered his
Llerritories. According to Marquess of Wellesley at the beginning
of the 19th century, “the territory round Poona, to a conside-
rable extent, having been entirely desolated by the troops of
Holkar, that Chieftain would have been compelled to invade the
territories of the Nizam or to penetrate into the country situated
south of the river Kistna, for the subsistance of his numerous
troops and followers”.® In fact, like all warlike states, their very
bankruptcy would have compelled them to make war on the
Company and its allies.

(d) The power and position of M. Perron and his Jahgir-
state.—~The French officers who were in the employ of the Maratha
states, had acquired a great influence and power and were a
nuclens round which an anti-British combination of Indian
powers could easily have been formed. M. Perron was a parti-
cularly important man. In a secret letter to General Lake,

1. Sidney Owen: Selections from Wellington’s Despatches ; p. 193.
2, Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellesley’s Despatches ; p. 412.
3. Sidney Owen: Selections from Wellesley’s Despatehes ; p. 357.
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directing him to undertake operations against Sindhia in the north,
Marquess of Wellesley made his views on M. Perron quite clear.
M. Perron had created an eflicient force of 8000 infantry and
8000 cavalry, for whose maintenance Sindhia had assigned to
him large territories on the Jumna. The power of M. Perron
was most dangerous to the British for the following reasons :
(i) Firstly, he had created practically an independent ¥rench
state under his own immediate control in the territories assigned
to him for the waintenance of his battalions. It was welllknown
that “Sindhia” retained “no efficient control over M. Verron or
over hig regular troops” ; (ii) Secondly, M. Perron had shown his
anti-British tendency by dismissing all the British officers from
the employment of Sifidhia; (iii) Thirdly, on account of his
positions south of the Jumna., and holding Delhi and Agra as
he did, M. Perron was in a position to take offensive action
against the territories of the Company, in Bihar and Bengal;
(iv) Fourthly, M. Perron and his forces were in possession of
the person of the Moghul Emperor and therfore wielded his
nominal authority. The French could certainly have made
dangerous use of this great instrument in their hands.* Thus
do the protagonists of Marquess of Wellesley argue. In short,
according to them, the Governor General was compelled to
undertake an aggressive policy in India in order to secnre British
possessions againgt threec great menaces. Firstly, the fear of a
French invasion; secondly, the danger of Tipoo and his alliance
with the French ; and thirdly, the menace of the Maratha power.

THE MEASURES OF POLICY AND ACTION ADOPTED BY
MARQUESS OF WELLESLEY TO COUNTERACT THE
ABOVE MENACES

The measures and policies by which Marquess of Wellesley
claimed to overcome the above mcenaces could be grouped under
four major heads :—

(1) Subsidiary Alliances

He persuaded Indian states such as the Nizam or the Peshwa
to enter into subsidiary alliance with the Company. By this
subsidiary alliance, he was able to remove French influence at
these Courts, whether actual or potential. He reduced, thereby,
the number of possible French allics in India. He was also able
to ensure the sccurity of the long frontiers of the Company, by
reducing many of the neighbouring powers to the position of

1. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellesley’s Despatches ; pp. 303-16.
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subsidiary allies. Butl the greatest gain which the Company
obtained from these subsidiary alliances was the increase in its
military resources and power at no additional cost to itself. The
subsidiary ally engaged to maintain a stipulated force of the Com-
pany, within his territories and to furnish a specified contingent
to co-operate with the CCompany’s forces, in case the Company
was at war with another power. Further the Company could
control the foreign relations of the allied Indian Powers. In
case the Company was at war with a third power, the geographic
position of the territories of the allies and the digposition of the
Company’s forces during peace ensured that fighting would take
place either in the territories of the enemy or in the territories
of the gubgidiary ally. The territories of the Company were
spared the ravages of war and it was enabled to use its resources
unimpaired by the temporary fortune of war, In effect the
military frontier of the Company was pushed far ahead of its
political frontier.

(2) Dismissal of Kuropeans from the Service
of Indian States

"Phe British insisted on the dismissal of all Europeans from
gervice in all allied Indian Stateg and particularly Turopeans of
those nationalities whose governments pursued an anti—British
policy. The Nizam was persunded to give wp his French
officers. One of the chief conditions for continued peace with
Tipoo was the dismissal of Frenchmen from his service,
According to the British, the Frenchmen in the gervice of Indian
powers, not only intrigued against the British but materially
increaged the military efficiency of those Indian Powers whom
they served.  Arthur Wellesley even claimed though with scant
justification that *‘ the necessity of guarding against the French
influence wag one of the prineciple causes of the Treaty of
Bassein .t

(2) Destruction of the Maratha power by force

In reducing the Maratha power by {force if nccessary,
Marquess of Wellesley had the following objects in view : (i) The
destruction of their trained battalions. Marquess of Welleglye
wrote to General Take that the most desirable object was ““ the
entire reduction of M. Perron’s regular corps. This operation
necessarily included the capture or destruction of his artillery
and military stores”2. (ii) Obtaining possession of the person
1. #éidney Owen : Selections from Wellesley’s Degpatches ; p. 274,

9. Sidney Owen: Selections from Wellesley’s Despatches ; p. 308,
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of the Moghul. (ii) ‘ Karly and effectual dewolition of the
T'rench State errected hy M. Perron on the banks of the Jumna
and the occupation of Delhi, Agra, Baroach, Ahmednagar and
Bundelkand. (iv) Prevention of either Sindhia or Holkar from
dominating the Maratha TXmpire. This was achieved by control-
ting the Peshwa at Poona under the Treaty of Bassein concluded
with him and the consequent unopposed march of A, Wellesley
to Poona. (v) The defence of the Nizam against the Marathas.
ITnless the complicated question of Maratha cliims on the Nizam
was satigfactorily solved, there could be no permanent peace in

the Peninsula. The territories of the Nizam were a buffer -

hetween the Marathas and the Company, and therefore the
defence of the Nizam was a matter of absolute necessity to the
Company. In fact, * the immediate cause of the war was the
refusal of the Confederates to separate and withdraw to their
ngnal stations within their respective territories, the armies
which they had assembled and united on the fronticr of our
ally, the Subhadar of the Deccan, after having declared that the
intention of that junction was to decide whether there shonld he
peace or war with the British government and its allies”.
(Margness Wellesley to Arthur Wellesley).?

(4) The Encirclement of Indian Powers by culting them
off from the sea—i.e., take Possession of the Provinces
of Malabar, Gujrath and ('uttoc/:

Wellesley’s poliey of aggression was designed eventually to
annex or control the three maritime provinces of India, namely,
Malabar, Gujrath and Cuttock, and thereby to insulate the two
Indian Powers—Tipoo and the Marathas—from {foreign inter-
course. British control of the coastline of the Indian Peninsula
could prevent the landing of a French invading force in the
territories of an Indian ally far more effectively than RBritish
superiority on the Indian Ocean could possibly do, Further by
depriving the Indians of access to the sea, the Indian Powers were
robbed of the means to replenish their military resources from
foreign zources. Any French help that Tipoo could get either in
men or material would have had to come by the harbours on the
Malabar Coast. Wellesley therefore demanded the surrender of
the Malabar Coast as one of the principal conditions of peace with

Pipoo. Similarly, during the war with the Marathas, the British

1. Sidney Owen: Selections from Wellesley's Despatches ; p. 311.
2. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellecley’s Despatches ; p. 411.
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quickly occupicd * the sea-port of Baroach and its dependenl
territory, the forts of Champaner and Pawangarh, with the whole
of Sindhia’s territory in the province of Gujrath, situated to the
northward of Baroach ”. Marquess of Wellesley gave considerable
importance to the acquisition of those territories, since he
congidered that the inilitary resources of Sindhia were improved
because of “the facility which the possession of the sea-port ol
Baroach afforded to Sindhia of improving his military esta-
blishment, by the accession of French or other Kuropean officers,
of military supplies and stores, etc., and even of a body of
French or other Buropean troops ”.* A commanding position in
Gtujrath was a definite object of British policy. The military and
strategic importance of Gujrath was " well-understood among
British military circles. On this subject General Stuart wrote in
1800 as follows—"* The possession of Gujrath would be attended
with military and commercial ad vantages of the first importance .
Gujrath wag a vich country and produced all the cotton in India,
which was exported to Kurope and Chinu. I the British
occupied Gujrath they could obtain a large revenue, which
would have been very welcomne to the low finances of the
Cowpany. IFurther advantage which the Company could get
from a commianding posgition in Gujrath was that it would
enable the British to operate against the territories of Zaman
Shah, which lay on the Indus, should that king attempt to
carry out his threat of invading India. On the other hand if a
Kuropean power, particularly the Irench in the Red Sea, invaded
India and took possession of (fujrath, it would have secured
them on the mainland of India and therefore they had to Dbe
forestalled.* As for the province of Cuttock, British desirc to
possess it was dictated by two advantages which they expected
to get from it. By acquring the province the British could cut
the communications between the Raja of Nagpur and the
French and secondly, they could connect by land the British
territories in Bengal with those in Madras. As Marquess of
Wellesley wrote, the possession of Cuttock enabled the Raja of
Berar “to interrupt the cominunication between our northern
and southern possessions, to facilitate the invasion of Bengal,
of the Northern Sircars, and to obtain the aid of the ¥rench.””

1. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellesley's Despatches ; p. 412.

9. Sidney Owen: Selections from Wellesley’s despatches—Letter from
General Stuart ; p. 5706.

3. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellesley’s Despatches ; p. 114,
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17

THE UNREALITY OF FRENCH, TIP00O’S AND MARATHA MENACES:
THE REAL CAUSE OF BRITISH AGGRESSION

Marquess of Wellesley really needed no advocate, because his
very success justified him in the eycs of historians and successive
generations. Besides, both Marquess of Wellesley and his brother
A. Wellesley, as is clear in the f{irst section, argued their casc
remarkably well. Tt ig however doubtful it the Governor
General was being accurate in the assnmptions that he made
for justifying his aggressive policy. IIe made in fact an cxag-
gerated estimate of the menace which the ¥rench, Tipoo Sultan
and the Marathas spelt for the Company, cither separately or
combined. During his own time many differed from Marquess
of Wellesley both in the gencral policy that he followed and in
his individual actions. Most of his critics wanted him to follow
a more moderate course of action. From most of the letters and
degpatches of Marquess of Wellegley connected with his policy in
India, the decisive factor which appears to have weighed with
him was the injury he considered he did to French interests and
infiuence in India. No doubt the French were jealous of British
possessions in India and it appears that Napoleon conquered
Lgypt as a stepping stone to a subsequent invasion of India
either »/a Persia and the north-western frontier of India or /i
the Red Sea. At the time Wellesley arrived in India, he was
not alone in appreciating the magnitude of the French threat.
The Secret Committee of the Conrt of Directors, in their instru-
ctions to Marquess of Wellesley in the letter dated the 18th June
1798, made their suspicions of T'rench designs «uite clear.
They said, *“Our Empire in {he East has ever been an object of
jealousy to the ¥rench, and we know that their former Govern-
ment entertained sanguine hopes of being able to reach India,
by a shorter passage than round the Cape of GGood Hope, and we
have no doubt that the present Government would risk a great
deal and even adopt mcasures of the most enterprising and
auncommon nature for the chance of reducing, if not annihilat-
ing, the British power and consequence in that quarter of

11

the world”.

Q)  French senace was eraggeraled

Thus it appears that the fear of a French invasion of India
was baged entirely on two considerations, namely, the aggressive

1. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellesley's Desputches 5 p. 8.
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and ambitious policy of the French government and secondly,
the occupation of Egypt by Napoleon. These two considerations
had appeared very weighty during 1798-99, but later it became
increasingly obvious that the French invasion of India either by
land or sea was neither imminent nor practicable, throughout
the Revolutionary War, in view of the continental commitments
of France and her peculiar difficulties for prosecuting an over-
geas war. Consciously or unconsciously, Marquess of Wellesley
altogether ignored those difficulties in the path of France, which
made a French invasion well-nigh impossible. These difficulties
were the following :—

(@) Isolation of the French Ezpeditionary Force in
Egypt.—In the invasion by land of India by the French force
in Egypt, France could not obtain an active alliance of the Turks
and the Persians, nor could their invading force hope to main-
tain an active uninterrupted line of communications, with
France, for reinforcements and supplies. Napoleon’s project, if
he really seriously intended to carry it out, of invading India
from Egypt throngh Asia, was still-born almost as soon as he
reached Egypt. His communications with France were broken
by the defeat of the French ships at the battle of the Nile, and
he could not hope for any reinforcements of men or material.
Besides the hostile attitude of the Turks compelled him to conso-
lidate his occupation of Lower Kgypt where he had to improvise
a base of supplies for his limited army of occupation. The
effective range of operations of this small army and its limited
resources, was so far circumseribed that he could not take Acre.
With these facts before him Marquess of Wellesley obviously
over-estimated the French danger.

(8) Naval inferiority of the French.—But the chances of
a French Expeditionary Force transported in ships reaching
India in strength sufficiently formidable to endanger British
posscssions were even smaller. It was wellknown that
France did not possess transport ships sufficiently numerous
to carry a large oxpedition over oceanic distances. Arthur
Wellesley observed, “‘I don’t believe, he (Tipoo) would accept
nor do I believe, she (France) could transport a larger number
than three thousand men”." A secret expedition would have
heen practically impossible, because the British navy kept a
close blockade of the coasts of France. As soon as a French
force would have left, the British Government would have known

1. Sidney Owen: Selections from Wellington’s Despatches; p. 41.
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about it. Kven if the ¥French had succeeded in eluding the
British blockade off the French coast, they would have had to
pass the British squadron off the Cape of Good Hope and bo
prepared to meet the British naval forces off the Indian Coast.
It was go hazardous a venture that it would not have succeeded
had it been tried and the French never did really attempt it.
Without 2 command of the sea to maintain uninterrnpted
communications, no overseas expedition could be successful.
Besides the French were engaged in a perpetual contest on the
European Continent, in which she was so succesful that she
succeeded in conquering for a time nearly the whole of urope.
Her encrgies in men, money and material were therefore conc-
entrated on the Buropean struggle, with the consequence that
the French navy was starved of talent, money and prestige. In
spite of the supposed offensive and defensive alliance, Tipoo
could only obtain 150 men from Mauritins. In fact as long
a8 war continued in Kurope and Napoleon had to face new
coalitions, formed by British diplomacy and gold, the chances of
a strong French force being sent to India were very small.
Arthur Wellesley correctly observed that therc would have been
greater “French intrigue” at Tipoo’s Durbar after the conclusion
of the Anglo-French War', Finally, thc British statesmen in
England, on account of a closer touch with the Kuropean
situation, were in a better pogition to judge the probability of a
French invasion of India, than Marquess of Wellesley. In March
1803, when war with France was shortly expected to be rencwed
and Napoleon was making military preparations in the ports of
France and Holland, and was undoubtedly at the zenith of hig
power, Castlereagh wrote to Marquess of Wellesley as follows
regarding the French menace to India. 1le said, “I am sure
your Lordship will keep in view how much will be gained in
positive strength by directing our excrtions, even in war,
against the debt, so long as there is little appearance of the
enemy heing able to menace India. llowsoever jealous l'ranco
ig of our power in the East, and howsoever steady she may be in
her purpose of aiming at positions, from which she might hope
one day to shake that power, yet I cannot pursuade mysell that
she has or can have for a length of time, the means to attempt
any direct attack against possessions so well-defended as ours
are by thearmy now on foot .2 Curiously enough, in July 1803,

1. Sidney Owen: Selections from Wellington’s Despatclies ; p. 46.
2. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellesley’s Despatches-—Lord Castle-
reagh’s letter ; p. H82.
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Marqguess of Wellesley was of the same opinion! He wrote as
follows—"“The degree of danger to be apprehended from Francein
India, during the existance of war, is in my opinion, inconside-
rable in the present state of our power in India, provided that
power be duly exerted in maintaing a commanding superio-
rity in these seas, and in preserving our European and native
land forces in a state of complete efficiency and strength.” *

(¢} Over-estimation of French intrigue at Indian courts.—
Farther the concern which Marquess of Wellesley displayed
regarding the influence and intrigne which the Frenchmen in
the service of Indian powers carried on was unnecessary. These
Frenchmen were mostly purely mercenary adventurers, who
possessed insufficient contact with the government of their
country to carry on an intrigue in national interests. liven
M. Perron was not so mindful of national interests as might have
been expected of him, unless he believed that in his personal
power in India, no national interests were involved. He was
quite willing to relinquish his power at a price as ig clear from
this :  “ It will be highly desirable to detach M. ’erron from
Sindhia’s service by pacific negotiation. M. Perron’s inelination
certainly is to digpose of his power to a French purchaser ; but I
should not be surprised if he were to be found ready to enter
into terms with your Excellency, provided he could obtain
sufficient sccurity for his personal interests.” (Marquess
of Wellesley to General Lake).?

(2) Tipoo was not a real Menace

Marquess of Wellesley considered the security of the Company
threatened by the power of Tipoo Sultan. It was quite clear
that Tipoo could secure very little help from the French and the
presumed offensive and defensive alliance produced no more than
150 men from Mauritius. As for the danger that he represented
to the Company, it was insignificant because no Indian power was
equal to the Company in the military sense. As General Stuart
correctly observed, * No native state can ever be very formidable
without the asgistance of an ally ; and there is but little reason of
apprehension from their aggrandisement by an extension of
territory, as long as that is confined to-the inland countries.”®
No doubt on account of the weakness of the Nizam, the civil war

1. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellesley’s Despatches ; p. 585,
9. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellesley’s Despatches; p. 315,
3. Opp. Cit.
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in the Maratha country and the low finances of the Company,
Tipoo had temporarily improved his relative position, but he had
not become quite so formidable as to leave the issue of a war
between him and the Company in any sense doubtful. When
J. Webb wrote to the Government of Madras in July 1798, he
drew a black picture of the Company’s position ; but the disad-
vantages of Tipoo were even greater than those of the Company,
and he was not ag powerful as he was in 1799, Marquesy of
Wellesley in his letter to General Ilarris dated February 1799
wrote as follows—" The enemy’s country, the nature of his
resources, the strength of his defences and the character of his
force, are subjects familiar to the whole of your staff,...............
On the other hand, Tipoo Sultan’s army is known to have
sulfered egsentially both in numbers and discipline since the last
war. His finances are in great disorder ; he no longer possesses
the confidence of his army, his councils are distracted by a variety
of contending factions, and his spirits are dejected and broken by
the disappointinent of his hopes of French agsistance, by the
retreat of Zaman Shah, by the failure of his intrigues at the Court
of Poona and Hyderabad, and by the unexampled vigour, alacrity
and extent of our military preparations.”* That Tipoo was not a
menace is clear from the fact that he made no preparations for
an offensive operation against the Company, but contended
himself with defending his territories. He did no want the war
at all unless he received substantial help from the ¥rench. Ag
Mr. Webb mentioned above said,  No rupture with Tipoo was
to be apprehended, but by our own provocation.” Iven Arthur
Wellesley expressed the same opinion. e said, “If we are to
have a war at all, it must be of our own creating ; a justifiable one
I acknowledge, one we shall think necessary, not on account of
any danger which we immediately apprehend, but one which we
suppose may eventually be the consequence of this alliance with
the French, and in order to punish Tipoo for a breach of faith

with us”.?

Thus the destruction of Tipoo wag a ruthless act. Many
have condemned Marquess of Wellesley for it on moral grounds ;
some have justified it on grounds of political expediency ; in
either case most historians think that Wellesley does not come
off well in the judgment of modern history. This condemnation
is largely due to a tendency among historians to take isolated

1. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellesley's Despatches ; p. 95.
2. Siduey Owen : Selections from Wellington’s Despatches ; p. 41.
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events or episndes of history and judge them in the manner of
an inquisition as if political actions are personal acts of the chief
actors in history. The fall of the Moghul Empire and the early
destruction of Maratha nationalism had created in India a
political void. It had to be filled by the inevitable process of a
strong power emerging as paramount. The Company was
unquestionably the only really powerful state in India, the
others being in various stages of decay and decomposition.
Marquess of Wellesley therefore established the inevitable supre-
macy of the Company in a short time and in a less bloody
manner than would have been the case had he followed the more
cautious policy advised to him. In History, events of great
importance have seldom taken place without a violent destrue
‘tion of the old, though historians subsequently attempt to justify
or condemn them on moral grounds. Organic historic event;
occur in a way that makes morality irrelevent.

(8) The Maratha Bogey was Equally Unsubstantial

The menace of the Maratha power was equally groundless. In
hig attack on Tipoo, Marquess of Wellesley’s cage was fortified by
the blank cheque he had received from the Court of Directors.
The Secret Committee of the Court of Directors wrote to him as
follows—** .........and should you judge either from his answers
or from the steps that he is taking, that his designs are such as the
F¥rench Proclamation represents...... verees , we think it will be
more advisable not to wait for such an attack but to take the
most immediate and most decisive measures to carry our arms
into our enemy’s country............ We rely upon your using the
latitude allowed you in the preceeding paragraph with the utmost
discreion, that we may not be involved in a war in India, without
the most inevitable necessity, of which necessity we leave you to
be thegole judge.”* But Marquess of Wellesley was not allowed the
same latitude in his policy towards the Marathas. In his general
policy towards the Maratha Empire, he was severely criticised by
the authorities in England. The fall of Tipoo had changed the
balance of power very much in favour of the Company who
became indisputably the strongest military power in India. As
Castlereagh remarked in 1804, British power in India was too
firmly consolidated and the prospect of attack from any quarter
too remote to justify its risking a preventive war with the
Marathas. Far from being a menace, the Maratha Empire was
the sick man of India at the close of the 18th century. It was

1. Sidney Owen: Selections from Wellesley’s Despatches ; p. 3.
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decayed and was exhausted by a long civil war and in military
regource it wag far from being equal to the effective power of the
Company. This is clear from the following considerations :—

() The lack: of cohesion and singleness of purpose.—
The Maratha Empire lacked union. The feudatory powers
which constituted it were utterly divided among themselves.
The jealousy, hatred and sugpicion of the members of the
Confederacy towards each other precluded any possibility of
a union. The power of the P’eshwa was inconsiderable and
he carried on a perpetual feud with the southern Jahgirdars
in his territory. No doubt the Marathas openly talked about
combination against the common enemy—the British, But
internal strife made such a combination impossible. Bhosle of
Nagpur claimed the kingship of the Maratha Empire, while
the animosity between Sindhia and Holkar was so great that
nothing could bring them together. How far this civil strife
had gone is clear from the following—'"By reference to the
records of the day, it will be seen what pains were taken by the
Confederates to bring Holkar's army in active operation
in the Deccan ; and if that chief had performed his engagements
with Sindhia, I cannot pretend to say that I should have
brought the army through its difficulties. Amrut Rao inter-
cepted a letter from Sindhia to the Peshwa, in which Sindhia
urged His Highness to bLreak his alliannce with the lnglish
and promiged that as soon as we should be defeated, he (Sindhia)
would join with the Raja of Nagpur and the Peshwa to
destroy Holkar. Amrut Rao sent this letter to Ilolkar and
the consequence was that Holkar, after he had made two marches
to the southward with a view to co-operate with the Confe-
derates, returned and crogsed the Nerbudda, and in point of
fact never struck a blow; on the contrary he wasin friendly
communication with me throughout the war.”'  Arthur
Wellesley to Rt. ITon. R. Dundas.). Besides the personal
animosity among the various Maratha Chiefs, the leaders of the
Maratha Empire were by a curious coincidence peculiarly unfit
to lead the state in a first-class crigis. Sindhia was indolent,
weak-minded and vuluptuons. Holkar had a streak of insanity.
Bhosle was supposed to have no aptitude for military aflairs,
and the Peshwa was licentious, imbecile and had in him a
criminal strain.

(B)  The economic rwin of the Maratha country in the Civil
War.—The Maratha powers were financially bankrupt and their

1. Sidney Owen: Selections from Wellington’s Despatches ; p. 350.
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territories were rnined by the Civil War. Had the Marathas
been powerful enough to menace the security of the Company
in an offensive war, they would never have let the Company’s
troops occupy Poona without a challenge. Holkar himself
though powerful had no stable resources. The following judg-
ment of Marquess of Wellesley wag not altogether wrong. *“‘The
situation of Holkar is precarious and accidental ; the instability
of the resources of that adventurer reduces the continuance
of his power to the utmost degree of uncertainty, and absolutely
deprives him of the means of opposing any systematic or
formidable resistance to the operation of our alliance with the
state of Poona.” As for the Deccan it was absolutely ruined
by the Civil War. “They have not 1éft a stick standing at the
distance of 150 miles from Pcona; they have eaten the forage
and the grain, have pulled down the houses and have used
the material ag firewood, and the inhabitants are fled with
their cattle. Excepting in one village, I have never seena
human creature since I quitted the neighbourhood of Meritch.”*
The ruin of the country was so great that in 1804 there was
a great famine all over the Deccan.

() The great weakness of Sindhic.—One of the curious
facts about the British attitude towards the Marathas was
their consistent under-estimation of the effective power of
Holkar and their belief that Sindhia was far more powerful
than he really was. In fact, according to them, the menace of
the Marathas was symbolisd in the power of Sindhia and
particularly in his French officers and their trained battalions.
But in fact Sindhia’s power had very much declined towards
the close of the 18th century. Firstly, he had suffered severe
losses in his war against Holkar and his military prestige
was much reduced. Secondly, Sindhia was weakened on
account of his mistaken policy of acquiring control at Poona.
His preoccupation in the Deccan gave his opponents and vassals
in the north a great opportunity to undermine his power and
reduce his influence in Hindustan. In his ambition to get
control of the power at Poona, he neglected his affairs in
the north, the base on which his power mainly depended,
M. Perron’s independence was a measure of Sindhia’s weakness.

Thus not only the Marathas were no menace to the British
but their attitude towards the English was also wuniformly
friendly, and they scrupulously abstained from offering any

1. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellington’s Despatches ; p. 22
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provocation to the Company. In spite of all the hard things
that were gsaid about the Marathas, the British never had cause
to complain on that score. Castlereagh makes it clear in the
following statement:  “The Marathas have never in any
instance commenced hostilities against us. When by taking part
in their internal disputes, we have been at war with any of
the Maratha-states, they have always availed themselves of the
first opening for peace, and have shown forbearance and
humanity to a British army more than once when in ditliculty.
So far then as past experience goes, there seems no BSpecial
ground to apprehend future danger from the Marathas”.?
No doubt they resented the Treaty of Bassein partly because it
{rugtrated the long-chertshed and conflicting ambitions of both
Sindhia and Holkar and also bacause of the loss of independence
which the head of the Empire had suffered through the Treaty.
As Castlereagh pointed out, ** the fact” was indisputable that * a
general repugnance to the British connection on the terms
proposed prevailed among the great Maratha powers”.

(4) The Critical Atlitude.of the Authorities in Kngland

Thus in gpite of the absence of any real menace from the
Marathas, Marquess of Wellesley precipitated a preventive war
with them by forming a subsidiary alliance with the Peshwa.
Lord Castlereagh, the President of the Board of Control, strongly
opposed the aggresive policy of Marquess of Wellesley.? He
suggedted that since the destruction of Tipoo, there was no need
to have a close connection with the Maratha powers. According
to him the Governor General should have followed either of
the three following courses in his attitude towards the Marathas :
(i) Kither, the British should have helped Sindhia and the
Peshwa to suppress the rebellion of Holkar and formn subsidiary
engagementd with them, without stationing the subsidiary force,
within their territories ; (ii) or, the British should have offered,
in conjunction with the Raja of Berar, “a disinterested
mediation”; (iii) or, they should have assisted Sindhia to

re-establish the Peshwa in his authority, in return for the’

expenges of the expedition and compensation in Gujrath with-
out however forming any subsidiary alliance either with the
Peshwa or Sindhia.

1. Sidney Owen: Selections from Wellesley’s Despatches ; p. 254,
2. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellesley's Despatches ; pp. 2506-64,
Lord Castlereagh’s letter.
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From the point of view of Lord Castlereagh, therefore, the
Company was already so strong as not to need a Maratha
alliance. ** With such an Empire (as the Company possessed),
a Maratha connection may be a very good thing, if it can be
had without mixing us too deeply in their internal disturbances,
or leading to an extension of diminion beyond our purpose,
but we are too strong to require it. Qur wisest policy is to
place our dependence in that quarter, in the consgolidation and
improvement of what we already possess”.*

The secret Committee of the Court of Directors were of the
same opinion as Lord Castlereagh. They were quite willing to
modify the Treaty of Bassein in such a.way as to make it more
acceptable to the majority of the Maratha powers, by renouncing
those articles of the Treaty that gave most offence. They wrote :
*Our wish is that it should be expressely stipulated in an
additional article of the Treaty that the subsidiary force shall
hereafter be stationed within the Company’s territories.........
We entertain great doubts whether it is desirable, regard being
had to the character and complexion which it is the object to
give to the alliance, to stipulate for a general right of arbitration
ag hetween the Peshwa and other states. Such right must in
itself create much jealousy and we are inclined to think that it

would be on the whole better not to push our claim of arbitrating
too far. 72

Marquess of Wellesley therefore pursued a policy which the
authorities in England did not encourage. The difference arose
on account of the totally distinct aims that the two had in view.
The authorities in England considered the reduction of debt and
consolidation in already acquired territories as far more important
than further acquisition of power and new territories. Castle-
reagh assumed the aim of Indian policy as follows—* The
proposed end in view” is “a defensive alliance and guarantee,
connecting the Marathas with the Nizam and the Company, and
through that League preserving the peace of India”. On the
other hand, Marquess of Wellesley, though professing defence
and the scorching of the Maratha “ hydra”, was following an
aggressive policy, because the condition of India promised its
guccessful execution.

1. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellesley’s Despatches ; p. 264,

2. Sidney Owen : Selections from Wellesley’s Despatches—from the
Secret Committee to Marquess Wellesley ; p. 271.
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(5) The True Cause of British Aggression in India
The internal condition of the Maratha Empire had brought
about so much discord and weakness and the willingness of the
Peshwa to enter into subordinate alliance with the Company was
S0 opportune as to make that Empire an easy prey to any power
which could use force with quickness and decision. It was the
culpable weakness of the Marathas and the favourable
opportunity of destroying it, which made Marquess Wellesley go
reluctant to give up those advantages which the British had
uacquired by the I'reaty of Bassein. In this connection Barlow
quite justifiably asked, ** When can we hope to have all India
again at our command ?”  After all, as he showed, the Gaekawar
was an active ally of the ¥nglish and the Raja of Berar possessed
* neither military, knowledge nor military resources”. In fact
politically as well as militarily the position of the, Company in
1303-4~-5 was most favourable for a most decisive and overwhel-
ming blow against the power of the Marathas. The weakness of
the Peshwa and the Nizam gave the Company a most suitable
opportunity and excuse to place the subsidiary force within the
territories of those two princes. The military advantages to the
Company of these forces so stationed, were one of the decigive
factors in the overthrow of the Maratha power. With the
military stations acquired in Gujrath, at Poona and in the
Nizam’s dominions, the Company acquired advanced bases close
to the forceg and territories of the Confederates, against whom
the Company could initiate immediate offensive operations. On
this point Arthur Wellesley cexpressed himself as follows—
“ [ have to obgerve that as in order to defend the Peshwa against
the atterapts of either of those chiefs, to establish an influence
at hig Durbar by means of an armed force, it would be necessary
to bring the troops from a great distance ; and they would have
to arrive and operate in a country in which no magazine or
establishment would have been formed for them. 1 can have
no doubt respecting the expediency as a military question of
establishing the subsidiary force within the Peshwa’s terri-
tories .t
The real cause of British aggression thercfore was neither
the menace of non-Indian powers nor that of Indian powers.
The true cause lay in the existance of two facts. They were :—
Firstly, the great weakness of Indian powers, whose
nature and causes are explained in the next two sections, that
are to follow, and
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Secondly, the internal geography of India. The internal
geography of the country deprives Indian states of mnatural
frontiers and their defence against each other becomes very
difficult. At the same time it makes it incumbent on the
gtrongest power in the country to carry on war until it brings the
entire country under its sway. Indian historical development
shows that perpetunal war goes on in the country unless either a
foreign power conquers the land or a power rises in India
which subdues all others. A void had been created in India by
the anarchy of the 18th century after the fall of the Moghul
impire and an early extinction of Maratha nationalism. This
void had to be filled and the Company was unquestionably the
strongest power in India and therefore qualified to fill the void
by subduing the entire country.

To sum up : the rise of the British power in India from a
gecond-rate position to that of virtual paramountey can be traced
to the aggressive policy of Marquess of Wellesley. He justified
his aggression by pleading that the Company’s possessions in
India were threatened by the French, the Tipoo Sultan and the
Marathas. He overcame these dangers by a great increase in
the political and military power of the Company accomplished
by a military overthrow of Tipoo and the Marathas. Moreover
he won over many subsidiary allies and made the Company a
virtual successor of the Great Moghul. However the grounds on
which Wellesley justified his aggression were unsubstantial.
The French had no chance of invading India without a command
of the sea and with the Continental wars on their hands. In
gpite of his restlessness, the power of Tipoo was hardly
equal to that of the Company, and he did not want to attack the
Company. Finally, the Marathas, who were the strongest of
Indian powers, had become too weak through discord, civil war,
financial bankruptcy and poor leadership, to endanger the
gecurity of the Company.

The real cause of British aggression was the weakness of the
Indian States, which made aggression profitable. Besides, the
internal geography of India compelled the Company to attain
peace in India by conquering the whole country.

111

MILITARY ADVANTAGES OF THE BRITISH

In the second part, it was maintained, that the true cause of
British aggressive policy was the weak and exhausted condition
of the principal Indian powers and the necesgity for the strongest
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power in India to expand, until its rule extended over the entire
country. It now remains to be shown that the Company during
the administration of Marquess of Wellesley was the strongest
military power in India. In this section only the positive
advantages will be dealt with and in the next section the military
advantages acquired by the British, on account of certain weak-
nesses of the Indian forces opposing them, will be discussed.

THE PROBLEM OF THE MILITARY HISTORIAN OF INDIA

The historian of the British military conquest of India is
confronted with an important question. What made the British
military so effective and overwhelming ? What were the causes
of the sudden and signal overthrow of such powerful states ag
those of Tipoo and the Marathas ? This question has not
received all the attention that it deserves. In these articles,
reference has heen made omnly to the Mysore and Maratha
campaigns, because Tipoo and the Marathas were the strongest of
Indian powers,

"The rapid and unfailing success of Marquess of Wellesley’s
policy depended upon the possession of a powerfnl military foree,
which could overwhelm any opposition which the Indian states
could bring, because without an effective military instrument, no
aggressive policy could be successful in the long run. If any
proof is needed of the superiority of the Company in the military
sphere, it is furnished by the ease with which India was conquered.
This fact becomes all the more striking if it is remembered that the
British troops in India were numerically very small in comparison
with the forces which Indian powers were in the habit of main-
taining. 'I'ne Indian establishment of the Company was no douht
large and though Indian troops fought well on numerous occasions,
their main task was the occupation of conquered territory and
they were, therefore, auxiliary forces. The Company depended
upon the White troops for all important and critical opertions,
All the same, including the Indian troops, the forces of the
Company were always inferior nuwmerically to thosoe of their
enemy. At the time of the Fourth Mysore War, the Company
had an establishment of §0,000 men, though only 20,000 of them
could be used in the operations against Tipoo Sultan who had an
army twice as large in the field. In 1800 A. D. the number of
Turopean troops in India was only 14,000 men and the number
of British troops necessary for all eventualities was considered to
be 30,000 men, out of which 18,000 could at all times be spared
for field operations. Marquess of Wellesley who always thought in
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terms of an offensive strategy did not demand more then 31,000
British troops for an adequate defence of India. Thus the vast
continent of India was conquered by the British with trifling
forces. As Lord Castlereagh pointed out, a territory inhabited
by fifty million people, was governed by a civil and military
complement of 30,000 Europeans. No doubt the total military
foree inclusive of Indian troops wag over 115,000 men, but was it
excessive if compared to that of Aurangzeb, for instance,
who was the Lord of nine hundred thousand horsemen ? The
following were gsome of the pogitive causes of British military
superiority :—

1. A resourceful diplomatic policy

In the diplomatic field, the British were at once more subtle
and consistent than the Indian powers who had hardly a settled
policy. In national defence, diplomacy plays ag important a part
as the defence forces themselves. For the prosecution of a
guccessful war, considerable amount of diplomatic preparation is
generally necessary before operations actually begin. In this
diplomatic activity, the aim of every state is to collect as many
allies ag posgible and ensure the neutrality of the potential allies
of the enemy. In this aim, the British were far more successful
than their Indian opponents. In almost every war that the British
fought in India, they not only obtained many important allies
and found partisans even in the camps of the enemy, but also
go divided the ranks of the enemy Indian States as to deal with
them one by one and destroy them piecemeal. Thus, even before
the war started, the British in Madras were authorised by Marquess
of Wellesley to intrigue with the enemies of Tippo Sultan, parti-
cularly Meer Allum, and to make secret advances to the deposed
family of the Raja of Mysore. When the war started, Tipoo
unhelped by the Marathas, was crushed in two months. Similarly,
in the Second Maratha War, the Peshwa, the Gaekawar, and the
Southern Maratha Jahgirdars were allies of the Company, and
while Sindhia and Bhosle were being overwhelmed, Holkar
mantained an unconcerned neutrality. Thus treachery and
abgence of unity among the enemy appears to have considerably
gimplified the task of the British. The British isolated their
victim of aggression and destroyed him utterly. The most
important cause of this absence of a settled diplomatic outlook
and consistant foreign policy dictated by the interests of the
State, was that Indian states were the private possessions of
individuals, many of whom were adventurers. TUnder the
circumstances, the only policy these Princes conld be expected to
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follow was the one which engured them the quiet private
possession of their territories. That is why British protection
was very welcome to most of these princes, many of whom
entered into an allinnee with the British to safesuard themselves
against the encroachments of some of their more pugnacions
neighbours.  Any coalition among Indian powers was cqually
diflicult because each of them was more jealous of his natural
ally than he feared the cnemy.  Arthur Wellesley was not far
wrong when he made the following statement:  “ The Asiatic
governments do not acknowledge, and hardly Iknow.........ruleg
and systemd.  Their governments are arbitrary, the objects of
their policy are always shifting, they have no regular established
system, the cffect of which is to protect the weak against the
strong; on the contrary, the object of each of them separately,
and of all of them colleetively, is to destroy the weak; and
il by chance they should by a sense of common danger be
induced for a geason to combine their cfforts for their mutual
defence, the combination lasts only so long as it is attended
with suecess; the (irst reverse dissolves it ; and at all events it is
tlissolved long before the danger ceases, the apprehiension  of
which orginally cansed it.” "

The advantages of successful diplomacy were always seen in
the operations that followed.  The forethought and military
sagacity of British diplomacy enabled the Company to acquire
supply bases and points of strategic importance on the line
of advance against the future enemy, This is particularly
noticeable in the war against the Marathas. By virtue of a
succesful diplomatic manouvre, the British .obtained the support
of the Gaekawar and the Sonthern Maratha Jahgirdars, to-
gether with a subsidiary alliance with the Peshwa, This
success immediately placed the Company in a favourable
strategie position vis-a-vis Sindhia.  Due to this advantage, the
hases acquired by the Company at Poona and in Gujrath ena-
bled it to talke rapid offonsive action against Sindhia's territories
and deprive him, within a short time of the commencement of
hostilitics, of two most important of his possessions—namely,
Ahmednagar and Baroach. The Company ensured thoe bene-
volent neutrality of the Muratha Jahgirdars in Southern Maratha
Country partly by diplomacy and partly by the show of military
pressure in the formm ol a contingent on the Tungabhadra.
The attitude of thege Jahgirdarg was important for the successful
prosecution of the war, because their possessions lay across the
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line of eommunications of the British army, with its great supply
base at Seringpatam. The friendship which these Jahgirdars
maintained towards the Company during the Second Maratha
War helped the British in two important ways: (a) They
gave protection to the convoys of supplies which passed thl'qll.gh
their territories to the British army and (b) They kept tranquility
in the territories in the rear of these British armies.

2. A monopoly of sea-power in Indian waters

The possessions of the British lay along the sea-coasts (?f
India, because they were primarily a sea power. But their
military operations on the peninsula of India were no less
benefitted by this sea-power. With the command of the sea in
their hands the British could reinforce any of their coastal
possessions with the least possible delay and without danger of
interference from any other power. This enabled them to
cconomise on their standing army which would have had to be
much larger if the movements of their armies were not facili-
tated by an uninterrupted possession of sea-power. The British
hemmed in the Indian powers and interrupted any communica-
tion that the Indian powers may have had with other Europeans.
The most effective use of Sca-power is seen in the Kourth
Mysore War, when the Bombay army was landed on the Malabar
coast, at a point which Tipoo least expected it to land.

S, An efficient organisation for communications
and supplies

The Company posgessed an organisation for the maintenance
and improvement of its comunications much superior to that
of the enemy. In fact, since the Company’s forces well-under-
stood the importance of communications and an uninterrupted
flow of supplies to the army in the field, they gave great
attention to the bullock-department, to the escort for supplies
and the fortification of advanced supply-bases. T'he importance
of communications in war i8 tersely expressed by Napoleon’s
dictum that the secret of war lies in the communications. We do
not therefore find the armies of the Company advancing beyond
the limits which the efficiency of its communications dictated,
except in the famous case of Monsoon. The.great cificiency of
the Company in maintaining and facilitating the lines of
communications may be illustrated by the three following

examples :—
(a) Tipoo, who possessed an efficient light cavalry, was
expected to let it loose on the Karnatak, to ravage the territory and
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intercept the convoys of the Company. In order to ensuve safe
communications, the Company improved the roads, particularly
in the frontier regions, and the bases of supplies, which maintained
an advaneing army, were well-fortified in order to frustrate any
attempt on the part of the enemy to destroy them and endanger
the security of the forces. Further, the villages in the fronlier
districts were fortified to prevent their falling a" prey to the

predatory and destructive excursions of the enemy’s irregular
horse.

(b) The advisory instructions given to Col. Sartoriug by
A, Wellesley, in the expedition for the sabjugation of Malabar,
bring out the importange of road-making for the success of
military operations, There never was “a country which from
its nature, its situation, the manners of its people and its
goverminent...so well-calculated for turbulance ”.  Thediflicultics
that faced a conquering country were many. It was first of all
a country of great natural strength on account of its mountainous
nature ; this strength was still further increased by the thick
forests which covered most of its surface. The ruling people
called the Nairs were hardy and warlike and their power of
vesigtance wag gtill further enhanced by the general fortification
of wvillages. The tactics of the Nairs consisted chiefly of
interrupting communications by surprise ambushes, which wero
peculiarly succesful on account of the concealment offered by
tho thick forests. The only method to counter such a warfare
was to remove the advantage of concealment and surprise which
the cnemy possessed by making roads throughout the country
and by cleaving the forest to a considerable distance on either
side of the roads thus made. The importance of communications
in military operations is supreme. Arthur Wellesley emphasised
it thus: “ Depend upon it, my dear sir, that t}1'0 guceess (?f.
wilitary operations in India depends upon its supplies ;‘thorc is
no difliculty in fighting and in finding the mea.ns of bcatl.ng your
enemy cither without or with loss ; but to g:m'l y'om' ()h]’(‘;(it; you
must feed, and you can feed only by commmunication..... .

(c) But the most striking example of the eﬂiciex.m:y of the
communications is to be seen in t.he. careful provmon. that
the Company made for boats and building of pontoon bridges.
This enabled the heavily armed forces of the Comltany to cross
gwollen rivers with ease, while the Marathas with only an
improvised and intermittent supply of boats, and due to a general
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inability to construet bridges, were unable particularly with
their cavalry to inanouvre acrogs swollen rivers.

4. The powerful artillery of the British

Undoubtedly, a powerful artillery consisting of field-pieces
and galloper-guns gave the Company’s troops an c¢normous
advantage over their opponents on the field of battle. But what
was of even greater importance was that its seige-train and
heavy-guns enabled it to reduce fortresses and fortified places,
aud there was no fortification in India, with the possible exception
of Bharatpur, which seriously bafiled the military skill of the
British for any length of time. One of the most striking facts
of British history in India is that the fortresses failed to play the
cnormously important role, against the British, which they had
repeatedly and so successfully played against all other armies in
Indian history. Before the coming of the English in India as a
political power, forts whether natural or constructed had played
a decigive part in Indian military operations. The part which
Decean hill-forts played in the rise of Maratha power, by
baffiing the military skill of the Moghuls, is wellknown. Of-
course most Indian forts were of poor construction and were not
very formidable as fortifications, but even badly constructed
embattloments, weak ramparts and patched up stone-walls of a
fort had proved sufliciently strong to withstand determined onsla-
ughts by Indian armies. In spite of their skill in taking a _fort
or defending one in their possession, the M.a.rathas had fal.led
to make any contribution to the art of military fortification.
The real cause of the historic strength of Indian forts
was the great ignorance of the art 8f seige among the
Indians and the lack of adequate armament in their armies for
breaching walls either by preliminary bombardment or by well-
constructed mines. The historic role of Indian forts was : (a)
In the reduction of these forts the enemy wasted considerable
time and resources in men and material. Since the defence of
these forts was comparatively easy even for a small garrison
as long as it was invested by the old Indiax% _armies, the
defenders inflicted great loss on the enemy at trifling cost. It
took Aurangzeb several months to take a single Maratha fort by
storm. (b) It became a centre for rallying for all those who
wanted to resist the enemy. It acted as a base to organise
detachments for the purpose of lxarassing 1solated'enemy posts
and billets occupying the Country, and still more iinportant, tq
attack the convoys and gupplies of the enemy and to break off
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his communicaliong with hig own country or any other basc of
supply he may have esiablished.

The Indian forts, however, could no longer perform thege
vital traditional functions when they had to face Uie attack of
the Knglish. The English took most of the f{orts with the
greatesy ease, either by a breach in the walls made by a prelimi-
nary bombardment and then storming the fort or by an escalade.
The chief reasons for this failure of the forts were the following :
(a) The British possessed 2 powcrful artillery which was very
ellective aguinst the inadequate fovtifications of most of these
forts, anid since these forts possessed no artillery of their own
comparable to that of the Company, British artillery had full
play against the forts, without fear of heing silenced by encniy
batterics. (1) The forts were siinply constructed and depended
for their strength in carly days wore on the natural strength
of the situation thau any engineering skill of those who con-
structed thew.  In fact the art of ilitary fortification was very
primitive in Indie. This led to an important  consequence,
becauge the Indians were deprived, therveby, of a haze Torvallying
and support which is absolutely essential for a dogged and
guerilla resistance,  (¢) The forts were quite impotent to break
ofl’ comnunications.  T'nis wag due to bwo reasons—["iestly, the
powerful escort which the British provided for their convoys
made it impossible for the tort carrison on account of its
weakness o detach partios of 50 greab a strength as to intercept
these convoys. Wellington's opinion on the question whether
Indian fortresses could interrupt communication is quite empha-
tic. Ie said, “ no fortress ix an impediment to the operations of
a hostile army in thie country, exeepting it lies immediately in
the line on which the army must necessarily march or excepting
it is provided with a garisson of such strength and activity
as to altord detachients to operate upon the line of conumunica-
tions of the hostile army with its own country.” ' The chief
advantage of these forts consisted in the power that they had on
the conntry surrounding it.  Secondly, the lines of comnunica-
tions of the Company’s forces in the field were less vulnerable
than thosc of a corresponding army in Kurope.  The armies of
the Company were more self-suflicient in magazines and stores
than those in Kurope. 'I'he Company’s armies on active gervice
carried vast quantitics of supplies in the movable depots with
them and had their own magazines which made them indepen-
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dent of temporary supply-bases and magazines on the line of
advance behind them. 'The principle depots therefore were not
in the rear of the army but at Madras or Seringpatam.
This enabled the Company to march greater distances into the
hostile countries than would have been possible under conditions
of warfare prevalent in Kurope. This made the task of Indian
forts more diffientlt heeause in the ahsence of temporary magazines
and depots behind they lines of the cnemy, they found fewer
objectives to attack, to break off the lines of communications.
11 temporary supply-bases did not exist, they eould not profitably
e attacked. In defending the claimng of Seringpatam as the
chief supply hase of operations in the Peninsula, Arthur Welles-
ley observed, “In Kuropean warfare it ig absolutely necessary
that the expence magazines, ete., shonld be on the spot; and they
are usually moved forward in proportion as the army is enabled
to advance. DBut in this country, in which the armies take the
field with such formidable equipments, with avsenals and
magazines which they always carry with them, it is not necessary,
however convenient it would be, that the depot which is to
supply those eqnipments, and the wants of the service, should he
immedintely in the neighbourhood of the seene of action.” !

S50 The equipment and diseipline of the Company’s forces

In digeipline and equipwment, the armies of the Company
were decidedly superior to the Imdian forees opposing them.
The musketry and avtillery produced @« fire go deadly that the
Indian forces had neither protection against it nor a reply to it,
This enabled the armiecs of the Company always to take the
initiative in the attack, and press it home vgi.th their well-discip-
lined cavalry. On the other hand, the lack of proper discipline
among Indian forces made it difficult to rally them or to nerve
them to a dogged and prolonged resistance. Further, Indian
armies throughout history had been preponderently cavalry
forces. We would thevefore have expected the best possible
performance by the Indian cavalry forces. But Indian cavalry,
in the war against the British, does not appear to have done
everything that could be expected of it. This was due partly to
the fact that Indian cavalry forces always remained irregular and
ill-disciplined and were neglected generally by most Indian
powers during the latter half of the 18th century, and partly
because after the experience of the army of Lord Cornwallis in
the Third Mysore War, the Company raised 2 well-disciplined

1. Sidoey Owen : Selections from Wellington’s Despatches ; p. 78,
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cavalry arm, which it did not possess before. The possession of
a cavalry arm improved the military efliciency of the Company's
forces enormously. 'The irregular horse of the Indian powers
could no longer come near enouch to harass the main forces of
the British, and was henceforth useless to intercept their
convoys. The battle of Fattegarh fought against Holkar showed
that in a purely cavalry combat, the cavalry of the Cowmpany
was more than a match for the best Indian cavalry, Similarly, an
efficient cavalry enabled the British forces to destroy utterty
the defeated forces of Sindhia and Bhosle after the haitle of
Argaum.

1v

MILITARY WEAKNESSES OF INDIAN STATES

Though the military arm of the Company was formidable,
it does not entirely explain the rapid success of the British
in India, The Indian forces of the Indian powers show a
definitely defective military organisation and an  inferior
military science. This was an important caunse of the casy
British conquest of India. The military weaknesses of Indian
States can be well-illnstrated by reference to the Fourth Mysore
War and the Second Maratha War.  Tipoo Sultan was destroyed
in two months and the entire fabric of Maratha power was
crushed heyond repair within three years of the ‘Treaty of
Basscin.  These were ranked first-rate Indian Powers and the
fact that such powerful states were destroyed in so shorl a time,
requires an explanation.

THE TMEASONS FOR TIP0OO’S DEFEAT

The total defeat. of Tipoo, we find, was due to tactical
mistakes and wrong handling of his forces. His mistakes could
be grouped under these @ Firstly, Company's Madras army was
able (o crogs the frontier and take Seringpatamn within three
monthg of the declaration of war, because in the long march
from the (ronticr to Seringpatam, it was not delayed by the
necessity of having to take any well-fortified places such as
Banglore, which wonld have prolonged the campaign for two
geagong and would have made the task of the Company’s forces
far more diflficult. Secondly, in his solicitude for the safety of
his guns, Tipoo did not use them fully for the support of his
infantry. Referring to the action at Malvelly, A. Wellesley
wrote ag follows regarding Tipoo’s handling of his guns and
infantry—"‘Hig troops behaved bhetter than they have ever
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been known to behave. His infantry advanced and almost
stood the charge of bayonets of the 33rd, and his cavalry rode
at Gen. Baird’s European brigade. He did not support them
as he ought, having drawn off his guns”, at the momeut we
made our attack and even pushed forward these troops to cover
the retreat of his guns”.* Thirdly, Tipoo failed to make proper
use of his light cavalry which was *the best of its kind in

the world”.*

THE REASONS OF MARATHA DEFEATS

The causes of Maratha defeats during the Second Maratha
War show that British success was due not only to the fighting
efficiency of the RBritish forces, hut dlso due to an inferior
generalship and organisation on the side of the Marathas.
Thesge causes were as follows :—

(@) The season of the year favoured Brilish forces®

The Company being the aggressive power, it possessed the
initative for starting the operations and naturally chose the season
of the year which very much handicapped the Maratha forces.
The Indian powers most unwisely left the choice of the season
to commence operations to the Company. The British declared
the Fourth Mysore War in March and captured Seringpatam in
May, because in case they had waited any longer to declare war,
the Malabar Monsoon would have made it impossible to capture
Seringpatam in one campaign. But the British dcliberately
choge the Monsoon monthg—June to September—to commence
war against the Marathas. This was in curious contrast to
Maratha war tradition, who always began their military expedi-
tions after the harvest gathering in October. Arthur Wellesley
was 80 anxious to commence the war in Monsoon months, that he
precipited the war, with Sindhia and Bhosle on the 6th August.
The advantages he hoped to acquire thereby were considerable.
The arm which the British feared most in the Maratha army was
the Maratha irregular horse. During the Monsoons, the numerous
rivers in the Deccan filled and could not be passed by cavalry.
The British army on the other hand could easily pass them because
they could construct pontoon bridges and had provided for basket
boats. The sphere in which Maratha cavalry could operate was
therefore seriously circumscribed during the rainy season. By
commencing the war in the Monsoon months, Company

1. Sidney Owen: Selections from Wellington’s Despatches ; p. 62,
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immobilised the most powerful arm of the Maratha forces.
Maratha country is dry and barren and does not afford much
water, except during the Monsoon season. During months other
than the rainy season, all rivers and most of the tanks run dry.
The forces of the Company would have been seriously handi-
capped for want of water, had the war started in other months.
Finally, rainy months were the only ones when forage was
in available large quantities for bulloeks and horses in the Deccan.

()  The absence of well-fortified towns and the lack
of prepared defenice positions

The rapid fall of Muratha vegistance was due to a total lack
of fortified towns and positions throughout the Maratha country.
A few of the towns like Ahmednagar were so weakly fortified
and garrisoned that they were taken by the forces of the
Company within a matter of few davs. Most of the towns
were liable to be taken by assault and there was nothing except
the army in the field to check the career of conquest of the
enemy. In fact, in spite of their military talent, no precautions
for a general defence of the country were taken. In the
abgsence of the such places of strength round which the
resistance of the Marathas could properly harden, the RBritish
army could concentrate on finding the Marathaarmy and defeating
it in battle. The British did not have to dissipate their strength
in reducing the strong defence works in the enemy country.

() Defective military dirvection in the war

From the point of veiw purely of military science, the
direction and command of the Maratha armies was defective.
The army was not handled properly. The Marathas fought the
war by remaining on the whoie on the defensgive, and even in
the battles fought initiative in them was left to the British.
Thus in stead of advancing into the territories of the Peshwa,
where he might have won the Southern Jahgirdars on to his
gide, Sindhia merely wmade a demonstrative advance into the
country of the Nizam. With reference to this, A. Wellesley
wrote as follows to Lieut. Gen. Stuart: "It is very probable
however that in case Sindhia should advance towards 1’oona,
the Jahgirdars would at best hecoine neutral, and will return
to the southward under various pretences; and if there should
be nothing to check their enterprises, their neutrality would

soon degenerate into enmity.”? Sindhia did not even take a
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vigorous offensive into the territories of the Nizam, either with
his entire army or what he should really have done, only with
his cavalry. KEven regarding the time and manner of the
commencements of the battles, between the British and Sindhia,
the initiative remained with the Company. No doubt the
Marathas as a rule occupied a strong ground, but beyond the
natural diMficulty of the place for an attack, they made no
attempt whatgoever to make the attack of the enemy a costly
failure. Maratha generalship displayed a total lack of resource-
fulness. At the battle of Assaye, for instance, though the
Marathas occupied strong ground, they made no attempt to offer
hattle until they were themselves attacked. DBesides, they were
so careless as to leave the fort of Pecplegaum on the river
Kaitna unoccupied. Had they occupied it, Arthur Wellesley
would have found it difticult to attack them.

Another glaring defect in the handling of the Maratha
army was the failure of the Marathas to use their cavalry,
which had become famous in India. Thus we find that
Sindhia’s cavalry could have attacked the baggage of Arthur
Wellesley’s army when he had left it improperly guarded, for
an attack on Sindhia at Assaye. Similary, throughout the
Maratha War, the cavalry failed to attack the convoys of the
British and made very few attempts to carry on a predatory
war into the territoriex of the Company. Colin Campbell, who
fought at the battle of Assaye, has given the following opinion
in his account of the battle :  “If the numerous cavalry of the
enemy had done their duty, 1 hardly think it possible, we would
have succeeded.” *

EUROPEANISATION OF THE MARATHA ARMY

Thus the failure of the Marathas and the Indian powers
generally may le said to be due to the military efficieny of
the Company’s forces and the inefficient leadership of the
Indian forces. Bad leadership there undoubtedly was and the
civil war had weakened the Marathag and particularly had it
reduced the power of Sindhia. The Company certainly was
powerful and the possession of a regular and disciplined cavalry
enabled it to maintain a sustained offensive action which gave
no respite to the Marathas to recoup and rally. However thoge
who have thought about these matters and many of those who
fought the Marathas in the Second Maratha War argue that the
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chief cause of the failure of the Marathas consisted in the policy
adopted by the Marathag, of training infantry battalions and
maintaining a heavy train of artillery, to fight the war on a
Kuropean model. The Marathas, it was said, had a genius for
predatory and guerilla war and not for pitched infantry hattles,
and therefore they committed a great blunder in training their
army in infantry battalions by Furopean officers. The opinion
of 8o great a soldier as Arthur Wellesley subscribed to the same
view. He was 5o convinced of thig that he wanted to encourage
the Marathas to take Kuropeans in their service and maintain
infantry and artillery, since it would in his opinion make the
task of the British to defeat the Maratha armies, casier. His
statement was as follows.: ' Sindhia’s armies had actually been
brought to a very favourable state of discipline, and his power
had hecome f{ormidable, by the exertions of the Kuropean
officers in his service; but T think it is much to he doubted,
whether his power or rather that of the Maratha nation, would
not have been more formidable, at least to the British Govern-
ment, if they had never had an Kuropean in their service, and
had carried on their operations, in the manner of the original
Marathas, only by means of cavalry. I have no doubt whatever
that the military spirit of the nation has been destroyed by
their establishment of infantry and artillery, possibly, indeed
by other causes ; at all events it 18 certain that those establish-
ments, however formidable, afford us & good objeet of attack
in a war with the Marathas, and the destruction of them
contributes to the snccess of contest, and to the reestablishment
of peace, becruse having made them the principle objeet of
their attention (which they must do in order to have them at
all) and that part-of their strength on which they place most
reliance, they become also the principle reliance of the army
and therefore they are lost, the cavalry as in the case of this
war will not act.”* Thomas Munro who could speak on military
affairs with anthority, was also of the saume opinion. About
Sindhiw’s infantry, he wrote, “Its discipline, its arms and uniform
clothing, I regard merely as the means of dressing it out for
the sacrifice. Its numerous artillery prevent it from escaping
by rapid marches ; it is forced to fight deserted by its cavalry
and slaughtered with very little loss on our side. Sindhia by
abandoning the old dystemr of Maratha warfare and placing his
chief dependence on disciplined infantry, facilitated the con-
quest of the states of Polygares and Rajahs, whose forts and
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jungles might bave secured them against his horse ; but he at
the same time disabled himself from maintaining a contest with
us for he reduced the war to a war of battles and seiges, in-
stead of one of marches and convoys. As long as his battalions
are not under French influence, by being commanded by officers
of that nation, it is more in our interest that he should keep them
up than he should disband them and raise horse.””* By this
policy of Kuropeanising their armies, the Marathas lost the
greatest advantage that their former armies possessed, namely,
mobility and ability to avoid staking their all in a few pitched
battles. They altogether neglected cavalry, that arm of defence
which had served them so well for over a century. Munro was
guite emphatic about it. “The introduction of a great body of
regular infantry, with a vast train of artillery, bad made his
(Sindhia’s) army unwieldy, and in order to keep up the foot,
the cavalry was neglected. They were deficient in number and
quality, and as they were considered only a secondary corps to
the infantry, they had lost all their spirit of enterprise. They
gave very little support to their infantry in the different battles
that were fought, and they attempted nothing alone. They
fell in during the campaign with several convoys and though
the escorts were but inconsiderable, they did not cut off one
of them ”.%

With this in mind Arthur Wellesley gave quite interesting
advice to Col. Stevenson regarding the manner in which a war
against Sindhia, who had powerful guns and a semi-disciplined
infantry, should bLe conducted. He wrote, “Do not attack their
position, because they always take up such as are confoundedly
strong and difficult of access; for which the banks of the
numerous rivers and nullahs afford them every facility. Do
not remain in your own position, however strong it may be,
or however well you may have entrenched it ; but when you
shall hear that they are on their march to attack, you secure
your baggage and move out of your camp. You will find them
in the common disorder of march ; they will not have time
to form, which, being but half disciplined troops, is necegsary
for them. At all events you will have the advantage of making
the attack on ground which they will not have chosen for the
battle ; a part of their troops only will be engaged ; and it ig
possible that you will gain an easy victory ”.°
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CORRECT MILITARY POLICY AND TIOLKAR'S SUCCKSSES

This general explanation does not however fit the facts,
because the above-mentioned eriticisim of the Maratha army’s
Furopeanised organisation is based on the assumption  that
Maratha national power was raised and maintained on the
remarkable exploits of their excellent cavalry. The history of
Maratha power does not bear this out.  In Shivaji’s army which
was at once the source, inspiration and ideal of the subsequent
growth of Maratha greatness, the infantry showed a delinite
preponderence over his cavalry.  The correspondence of the
British factors bears this out. Shivaji held his over two
hundred forts with his, infantey and used his cavalry—no doubt
an excellent one—as an auxiliary corps for predatory excursions
and interception of Moghul convoys. In fact Maratha power
wag bhased during the years of itg hirth on a fleet-footed infantry
and the hill-forts. The change in the composition of the
Maratha arwies came from 1700 during the reign of Shahu.
After the failure of Aurangzely’s invasion of the Decean and his
death, there was very little need to hold the hill-forts in
strength, ag the Maratha territories were no longer menaced.
Thenceforth the Marathas entbarked on those chouth-collecting
expeditions for which cavalry was the most suitable instrument,
particularly because the Marathas did not intend to occupy the
territories their cavalry over-ran.  During the years 1700-1750,
Maratha armies were almost entirely  composed  of cavalry.
Adter the middle ISth century, however, a new change began in
the Maratha armics. Most of the Maratha Sardars who had
largo armies under their independent command began to feel
the need of occupying the territories their armies had repeatedly
over-ran.  Besides it was found that walled towng and fortified
places could not be reduced hy cavalry alone. The infantry
foree was therefore gradually being introduced into the Maratha
armics beeause the character of the Maratha power changed
from o uational state into an Empire. One of the earliest
examples of this infantry was the gardi foree of the Peshwas
before the Panipat. Therelore preponderence of infantry was
not an innovation.

Thus there i< no doubt that one of the important causes of
Maratha defeat was a faulty leadership and military science.
Europeanisation in itsell was not the ecause of Maratha defeats.
Holkar's successes show that a more scientifie wilitary policy
might have resulted in greater success to Maratha arms. A brief
account of DMonson’s defeat will best illustrate the military
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policy, which the Marathas ought to have followed in their war

against the British. At the beginning of the War, Holkar was

near Ajmer, but as soon as he found that the British Commander-
in-Chief advaneed towards him with o large force, he retreated
with hig whole army towards Malwa, where he plundered a town
belonging to Nindhia.  Ile retreated over two hundred miles, and
the British found it impossible (o keep pace with him, In the
meanwhile Monson with a foree of five battalions, suitable artillery
and 5000 irregular horse, advanced upon him {rom- Kotah.
Monson passed the Mucundra (Ghat and came upon the river
Chumbal. However his provisions failed and had only two days
supply left with him. Holkar immediately crossed the Chumbal
and destroyed Monson's cavalry, after which he bagan a more
than two hundrved miles pursuit of Monson’s infantry, until not
more than a few stragglers were left of the entire army of
Monson. Later, however, {Tolkar did not benefit by his experi.ence
and good luck. e followed up lis success int(.v the territory
held by the Company and exposed the whole of his forces to the
hazard of battle as Sindhia had done before him. The con-
sequenco was that he was overcome in the c‘avalry battle of
Fattegarh and in the infantry battle of Deig. The correct

military policy for the Marathas would have bheen to avoid

general action for as long o time as it was possible for them.

They could have used their numerous (}m‘alry to harass the
enemy on his march, to attack his convoys and baggage, ‘to
intercept his communications generally and to make surprise
predatory dashes into the enemy country. '{‘hey would thus
have been able to wear out the heavily armed infantry forces of
the Company. "The cavalry of the Company \-vas also far too
much encumbered with baggage and heavy equipment to prove

gerious menace to the Maratha light cavalry which did not intend

to precipitate a general action. In this manner the Marathas

could have avoided altogether a pitched war, indefinitely, until
gnch time as it suited them to attack. Art.hur Wellesley
benefitted by the experience of Monson, points.thls out very well.
The army of the Marathas “is light and ch.lefly composed of
cavalry ; the whole composition of our al.-my is heavy s even our
cavalry from the nature of their constitution and equipments a.nd
owing to the food eaten by the horses, are not able .to march w1t.h
greater celerity for any length of time than our infantry. I?xs
(Marathas) troops and his (Marathas) horses subsist on the grain,

the produce of the country. Our troops come from countries,

the general produce of which is rice; they and even their
followers must have a certain quantity of that grain; and
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the horses of the
cavalry must likewi
the i ' ikewise have a prai
additijzn::‘:i Ploduce of the Maratha territory :vr}'::sh ";)l:'
2 distonn lle lglcl?r;vemence of boiling it, inust De l'»mnght from
‘ . 18 on account of equi
necessity of Lringi ) ‘quipment as well as the
from a gistan)clemi’l]lng large supplies unobtainable in the Deeccan
of the Comp'm;’ 'wiuipleild &n(ll) range of operations of the forces
. { d have been small. T
the cire mall. The Maratl
hoos tht;t:ls;tances could have easily prolonged the war qlx?(si “nd]e(;‘
thing on “e 'y worn .out the enemy by refusing to gt.;ke o
‘he uncertain arbitration of an early OI‘*"‘LOm; t’ every-
« S nt.

Sindhia should not have 1 .
infantr . . rought  his  semi-discipli
from itZ 1]:)‘;:: ]f]’]fffi;sr:\(;(; ;ztc'lt:on }alc' the outset of the war, Sf;cll,.l)l::tii
been to lez . an. His strategy should rather
in norther':nvilfgiea infantry behind in the heart of hig t:rrlikl)lrai::
war in the count wnd carry on a guerilla offensive and predator
have advanced v ~t!iy (?f the Company and its allies. He shoulg
was weakened Kl lhl'ns caval'ry alone, but as soon a8 the enemy
base of supplies Z} 18 harassing and had advanced far from hig
b0 attack ao ene,mxe 1;1'fantry should have been brought forward
of supplies, Artli,la lviérady retreating on account of the failure
tactics of the M: " eHegley. has admirably summarised the
Wrote: * Thete arathas, used in the defeat of Monson. He
their operations a;ﬁ;ltwo modes in which the Marathas carry on
cavalry ; and a.ft f;Y operate upon supplies by means of thejr
which obliges {1 e'r they have created distress in their cam
it with all ‘t] 1e oy to commence a retreat, they press u o
Opponent., beir:en infantry and th_eir powerful artillery, T}f:-n
march. and theg Il)ressed for provisions is obliged to hupr hfr
! N hey have no fear of being attacked. T} Mo
h}m thh their cavalry in his marches and surr . 1ey follow
him with their infantry and cannon, when he h0 o . aitack
scarcely escape from him.”®  T'hig method was g ailts a‘nd he oan
the British that not only Monson'’s force \(vasoci e agnmgt
compelled Murray to retreat precipitately as well eeiroyed but it

UNCONTESTED BRITISH VICTORIES

The above discussion makes i

defeated partly because of the n:itligalui:;r ;gi‘v;x:{)ae Matrl?thas Stish
power possessed and partly because of certain dig:c: aaos th
}he ].\Iamtha armies laboured under, arisin 1 .V;int';%eﬂ thee
inferior leadership and a faulty military sciencg I;Z";p);te !;)Ofn:h?:
) o . i

;. zl.((ljney Owen :' sclcct.ions from Wellington's Despatches ; p. 414.

. Sidney Owen: Selections from Wellington’s Desputches’; p. 432,
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however, on account of its genius and tradition, the Maratha army
itself than it really gave.

ought to have given a better account of 1
The Marathas did not really resist the British, and both in the
ease of the Marathas and that of Tipoo Qultan, the British won
cheap and easy victorics. This is clear from the fact that the
battles fought by the armies of these first class Indian states
were by no means sanguinary. We find that at the battle of
Malvelly, the only serious engagement between the Madras army
and Tipoo, the Company lost 7 or 8 killed and aboub 40
wounded, obviously a trifling loss considering the importance of
the battle.r  (Maj. General Floyed to the Governor General).
Similarly, at the battle of Assaye, the losses of the Company were
gmall considering the prestige of Sindhia’s forces and the import-
ance of the battle for the future of the Maratha Empire. In this
battle, the total loss of the Company—Indian and Furopean —was
435 killed and 1622 wounded, obhviously not a formidable figure.®
In the battle of Argaum, only 46 were killed and J08 were
engaged on the side of the Company.”

wounded from among those
The Indian armies obviously gave up the fight without contesting

it doggedly and as soon as the British force attacked them by a
charge on their position. Thomas Munro's observation corro-
borates this : ** His (Sindhia’s) infantry was regular enough, but
it wanted steadiness, in which it must always be greatly inferior
tO OUrS..evereeenes At the battle of Assaye, the severest that took
place in the conrse of the war, I do not recollect among all our
killed and wounded officers one that suffered a musket-ball or

convincing proof that the Maratha infantry made very

ayonet, a
”é

ittle serious oppsition.

"The insignificant moral value of the armies of the Indian
tates shows that individual soldiers in these armies were not
rery mmuch interested in the issue of the battle. Soldiers and
rmies fight with dogged pergistance only when they believe that
he issues they are fighting for are worth risking or even losing
heir lives. Indian armics of the 18th century had mno philo-
jophy, no idealism and no cause. The mercenary soldiers looked
apon a lost battle as at worst a temporary loss of employment.
I'ho offiders of these armies likowise did not look beyond their
personal interests. The people of India did not support these
armies, because tho amnies and states of Indi{t'gg ,t‘h'e't\.pd Qf'dth(\
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-18th century were not peoplv’s institutions. They preyed upon

the people who onlyawantcd to be left in peace. Hence the
British were~never really seriously challenged at all in their
conquest of India.

To sum up : Marquess of Wellesley's aggressive policy was
successful only because he had a powerful army to back
him in his decisions. - Thig army was so powerful that not eve
the strongest Indian army could withstand it for a single searc
Its"military advantage consisted in a resourceful diplomat
policy, monopoly of sea-power in Indian waters, an efficier
organisation  for the maintenance of communications an
supplied® a powerful artillery and a well-equipped and diseipline
infantry and’cavalry. The English conquered India with easc
because their strength was hardly challenged on anything like
equal termd. The Maratha armies and Tipoo’s forces were sa'
the same time badly handled. They fought in a season un.

favourable to themselves, without fortified positions and under -

leaders whose military science was inferior to that of the gnemy
Maratha armies’ Kuropeanisation has often been wrongl:
criticised as the true- cause of their fagjure.” The real cause wa
the absence of morale and decay of the military spirit ih th
nation. )
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