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DIHECTOR'S PREFACE 

This hook is the seventh to appear in the Food Research Institute's 
projected series of some twenty volumes designed to illuminate the 
complex aspects of food, agriculture, and World War II. It is one 
of a group of studies analyzing wartime management of food and 
agriculture in various important regions of the world. Books earlier 
published in this group have dealt with wartime events in German­
occupied portions of Europe, in Japan, in India, in Australia and 
New Zealand, and in the Union of South Africa. 

The author, Mr. R. J. Hammond, is exceptionally qualified to 
pass in review the wartime events in Britain. He lived through them, 
and observed what occurred with the eye of the trained economic 
historian, knowing that it would become his task, in the course of 
time, to record and interpret what the nation experienced. Part of 
the record of events and actions he has set forth in his official ca­
pacity as Historian of Food Policy for the United Kingdom Official 
War Histories. In the present volume he has chosen even more 
strongly to emphasize analysis and interpretation. The book is ad­
dressed to and will be found especially rewarding by those whose 
concern is mainly to appraise, philosophically and in perspective, 
the decisions which governments in the midst of war find it neces­
sary or expedient to take on pressing problems of food supply and 
agricultural production. The Institute, seeking such appraisal of 
world-wide scope, considers itself fortunate to have been able to 
arrange for Mr. Hammond's probing and significant analysis of 
British developments. 

Grateful acknowledgment is made to the Rockefeller Foundation 
for a grant of funds that made possible the preparation and publi­
cation of this work. The Foundation is in no way responsible for 
the treatment of the subject. The final responsibility, in general and 
in detail, rests with the author himself. 

STANFOJ(D, CALIFORNIA 
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