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INDIAN ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE

INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

1. The Indian Round Table Conference was inaugurated by His
Majesty the King-Emperor, at a public session in the Royal Gallery
of the House of Lords, on 12th November, 1930.

The full proceedings at this session are printed on pages 11 to 19.

2. After the opening ceremony, the Conference decided, on the
advice of the Business Committee (appointed at the close of the first
session), to proceed to a general discussion in Plenary Session ‘‘ On
the question whether the future constitution of India should be on
a federal or unitary basis.”” The Chairman stated that he would
put a liberal interpretation on the subject thus placed before the
Conference, and would allow reference to cognate questions and to
questions which the Conference might think were involved in the
Jdecision between a constitution of the federal or unitary type. The
Conference did not intend that any conclusions should be reached
in this general discussion, but it was expected that the general trend
of it would enable the Conference to frame its prograumme for
further discussion in Committee.

The general discussion, which lasted for five days, is coutained
in pages 21 to 175. :

The debate ranged over a wide field, but its most striking feature
was declarations from Delegates from the Indian States opening the
way to the consideration of a new federal constitution for India,
embracing both British India and Indian States.

3. On the conclusion of the general discussion the Conference, on
the advice of the Business Committee, decided to set up a ‘“ Federal
Relations Committee to consider the structure of a federal system of
government in India as regards relations between Indian States and
British India, and relations between Provinces of British India and
the Centre, including the question of responsibility at the Centre,
and to recommend the main principles to be applied .

"The Lord Chancellor framed the following Heads of Discussion
for the Federal Relations Committee:—

1.
The component elements of the TFederation.
2.
The type of Federal Legislature and the number of Chambers
of which it should consist.

8.
The powers of the Federal Legislature.



2

4.

The number of members composing the Federal Legislature,
and if the Legislature is of woere than one Chamber, nf.en(‘h
Chamber, and their distribution among the federating units.

5.
The method whereby representatives trom Briti<h India and
from the Indian States are to he chosen.
6.
The constitution, character, powers and responsibilities of
the Federal Fxecutive.
7.
The powers of the Provincial Levislutunes,
8. o
The constitution, character, powers and w-lum-xlnlm«w of the
Provincial Executives.
9. .
The provision to be made to secure the willing co-operation
of the minorities and the special interests,

.
The question of establishing a Supreme Court and it juris-
diction,
1.
The Detence Forces,
12.

The relation of the Federal Executive and of the Provincial
Executives to the Crown,

4. Tt was, however, found more convenient to work through a
Committee of the Whole Canterence, instead of through the Federal
Relations Committee, and the Committee of the Whole <et np nine
gub-Committees to consider the tollowing questions:

- g 3 .

. Name n'f suh- Nubo it or Aovme i Brfrrenis Ia'gc.|’n
No. Committee, : k this val.
1 Federal Structure . 1. The Component  elements of  the  188—
Federation, 286

2. The type of Federal Legislature and
the number of Chambers of which it
should consist.

3. The powers of the Federal Legislature.

t. The number of members composing the
Federal Legisdature, and if the Legis.
tutuee s of more than one Chamber,
ot each Chamber and their dictrihg-
tion amonye the federating units,

G0 The wethod wherehyv representatives
from British India and from  the
Indian States are to he chosen.

G The constitution. character.  powers
and responsthititios of  the Federal
Exeentive

3

v Page in

Name of sub- Suliject or terms of Reference. p
Ne. Committee. o ubjec ’ ' this vol.
II Provincial Consti- The powers of the Provincial Legisla- 287—
tion. tures. The constitution, character, 314

powers and responsibilities of the
Provincial Executives.

I1II Minorities . . The provision to be made to secure the 316—
willing co-operation of the minorities 337
and the special interests.

1V Burma . . . To consider the nature of the con- 338—
ditions which would enable Burma 359
to be separated from British India
on  eghitable tefms and to re-
commend the best way of securing
this end.

V North-West Fron- To consider what modifications. if any, 360—
tier Province. are to he made in the General Pro- 366
vincial Constitution to meet the special
circutnstances  of  the  North-West
Frontier Province.

VI Franchise . . On what main principles 1s the Fran. 367—
chise to be based for men and women. 372
VII Defence . . . Tu consider questions of political prin- 373—
ciple relating to Defence, other than 3583

strictly constitutional aspects to he
considered under Heads 6 (Powers of
Executiver and 12 (Relations with the
Crown).
VIIl Services . . The relations of the Services to the new  384—
political structures. 392
IX Sind . . . The question of constituting Sind a<c 4 393
separate Province. 397

O, 1t will be seen that the first six of the Lord Chancellor's Heads
were referred to the Federal Structure sub-Committee, Heads 7 and
8 to the Provincial Constitution sub-Cowmittee, Head 9 to the
Minorities sub-Committee and Head 11 (so far as it is separable
from Heads 6 and 12) to the Defence sub-Committee. Tt was agreed
that Head 10 should also be exumined by the Federal Structure
sub-Committee. Lack of time prevented this being done, but the
Lord Chancellor made a statement on the subject in the closing
Plenary Sessions (see page 393). Head 12 was not formally dis.
cussed as asepurate subject by the Federal Structure sub-Comimittee
(or Provincial Constitution sub-Committee). but was considered
in relation to the discussions which took place on Head 6.

) It will u.lso he ~een that sub-Committees IV, V, VI, VIII and
IX dealt with subjects outside the range of the original Federal
Relations Committee.

6. The. Committee of the Whole ('onference, in remitting the
above subjects to its sub-Committees, did not hold anv prervious
discussion in Committee of the Whole on the subject matter so re-
ferred. except in the caxe of the question of the separation of
Burma.  The discussion in the Committee of the Whole which
preceded the setting up of sub-Committee TV is contained in paces
176 to 186 of this Volume. o
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7. The Reports of the sub-Committees were received by the
Committee of the Whole and noted by it after observations had
been made on each. The Chairman gave a ruling on the procedure
of the Committee of the Whole Conference with regard to the
Reports of sub-Committees, namely, that the Committee would not
proceed to pass the Reports as decisions of the Committee, but
would note them as presented by the various sub-Committees;
observations made on the sub-Committees’ reports in the Committee
of the Whole Conference were also to be noted and used for the
guidance of those who would be finally responsible for taking
account of the proceedings of the Conference.

The text of the Report of each sub-Committee, immediately
followed by the proceedings in Comuwittee of the Whole Conference
when it was presented, 1s printed in the section of this volume
comprised in pages 188 to 397.

8. The Conference in Plenary Session received and noted the
Reporta of the nine sub-Committees submitted by the Committee of
the Whole Conierence, with the comments thereon, and a final debate
in Plenary Session took place on 16th and 19th Jan., 1931, ranging
over the whole of the work of the Couference, at the close of which the
Conference unanimously adopted the Resolution printed on page 473
uccepting the Reports of the sub-Committees (and comments thereon
in Committee of the Whole) us ** material of the highest value for
use in the framing of a constitution for Indin, embodying as they
do a substantial measure of agreement on the main ground-plan .

9. The Prime Minister’s closing speech on 19th January con-
tained a declaration on behalf of l1s Majesty's Government. The
full proceedings of the final Plenary Sessions are contained on
pages 398 to 48Y.

10. As stated above, the opening session was held in public.
The press were also admitted to the last session of the Conference,
at which the Prime Minister’s speech was made. Neither press nor
public were admitted to other sessions, but information as to the
proceedings was given to the press by the Information Officers of the
Conference acting under the general control of a Committee,
appointed by the Conference, consisting of Mr. Wedgwood Benn,
Mr. Chintamani and Mr. Rushbrook Williama.

11. A supplementary Volume will be made available, in due

course, containing proceedings in the sub-Committees and the
memoranda circulated to the Conference or its Committees,

(The Reports of the sub-Committees, the Conference Resolution
of 19th January, and_the Prime Minister’s closing speech—which
are contained in this Volume—have alrendy been presented to
Parliament in the preliminary Command Paper Cmd. 3772 of 1931.)

27th January, 1931.
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INDIAN ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE:
Opening Speeches, 12th November, 1930.

SPEECH DELIYERED BY HIS MAJESTY THE KING-
EMPEROR.

It affords Me much satisfaction to welcome in the Capital of
My Empire the representatives of the Princes, Chiefs and People of
India, and to inaugurate their Conference with My Ministers and
with representatives of the other Parties composing the Parliament
in whose precincts we are assembled.

More than once the Sovereign has summoned historic assemblies
on the soil of India, but never before have British and.Indian
Statesmen and Rulers of Indian States met, as you now meet, in
one place and round one table, to discuss the future system of
government for India and seek agreement for the guidance of
My Parliament as to the foundations upon which it must stand.

Nearly ten years ago, in a message to My Indian Legislature,
I dwelt upon the significance of its establishment in the constitution-
al progress of India. Ten years is but a brief span in the life of
any Nation, but this decade has witnessed, not only in India but
throughout all the Nations forming the British Commonwealth, a
quickening and growth in ideals and aspirations of Nationhood
which defy the customary measurement of time. 1t should therefore
be no matter of surprise to the men of this generation that, as was
_then contemplated, it should have become necessary to_estimate
and review the results of what was begun ten years ago and to make
further provision for the future. Such a review has been lately
carried out by the Statutory Commission appointed by Me for that
purpose and you will have before you the outcome of their labours,
together with other contributions which have been or can be made
to the solution of the great problem confronting you.

No words of Mine are needed to bring home to you the momen-
tous character of the task to which you have set your hands. Each
one of you will, with Me, be profoundly conscious how much
depends, for the whole of the British Commonwealth, on the 1ssue
of your consultations. This community of interest leads Me to
count it as of happy augury that there should be present to-day
the representatives of My Governments in all the Sister States of
that Commonwealth.

I shall follow the course of your proceedings with the closest
and most syvmpathetic interest, not indeed without anxiety but
with a greater confidence. The material conditions which surround
the lives of My subjects in India affect Me nearly, and will be ever
present in vour thoughts during your forthcoming deliberations,

( 1)
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I have also in mind the just claims of majorities and minorities, of
men and women, of town dwellers and tillers of the soil, of lan
lords and tenants, of the strong and the weak, of the rich and the
poor, of the races, castes and creeds of which the body politic 18
composed. For these things I care deeply. I cannot doubt thst
the true foundation of seli-government is in the fusion of su
divergent claims into mutual obligations and in their recognition
and fulfilment. It is My hope that the future government of Indis
based on this foundation will give expression to her honoursble
aspirations. ‘

_May your discussions point the way to the sure achievement of
this end, and may your names go down to history as those of men
who served India well, and whose endeavours advanced the happi
ness and prosperity of all My beloved People.

. I pray that Providence may grant vou in bounteous measure,
wisdom, patience and goodwill. )

‘After His Majesty had left the Royal Gallery and after the Com "l
had resumed their seats, HIS HIGHNESS THE HLHIIKJ
OF PATIALA (Chancellor of the Chamber of Princes) jaid - —

. The gracious .f\ddress which His Majesty The King-Emperor has
Just delx_vered str§kes a responsive chord in our hearts, and 1f we can
succeed in fqllowxgg the lead which he has given us, I feel confident
that our de}xberatxons will be crowned with success. In proposing
that the Prime Minister of Great Britain, The Rt. Hon. lrr. James
Ramsay MacDonald, should be appointed Chairman to preside over
the deliberations of the Conference, I know I am voicing the wish
of all present. I can assure you, Mr. Prime Minister, that all of us,
whether we are Princes or Ministers, who represent the Indian
States, will co-operate most heartily with Great Britain and with
British India in working for the solution of the problems which
Jointly confront us. As Chancellor of the Chamber of Princes I have
the honour to propose that the Prime Minister should he appointed
as Chairman of the Conference to preside over our deliherations.

HIS HIGHNESS THE AGA KHAN.

I have great pleasure in seconding the proposal of His Highness
the Maharaja of Patiala. & prop 1s Highn

The motion was carried with acclamation.
(The Chair was then taken by the Prime Minister.)

SPEECH DELIVYERED BY MR. RAMSAY MACDONALD.

I have, first of all, to thank the Maharaja of Patiala and
His Highness the Aga Khan for the very pejnemun an:l heart

way in which they moved the proposition which has been carri
so unanimously. '
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My first duty as Chairman of this Conference is to ask your
consent—and I know it will be forthcoming in full measure—that I
should convey our humble duty to His Majesty, and an expression
of the loyal gratitude with which we have welcomed his gracious
gresence ere and of the inaj)imtion which his words have given us.

know also that you would have me include in your message our
loyal and gratefu appreciation of the kindly solicitude of Her
Majesty the Queen which my Indian friends have been privileged
to experience already. Nor are we unmindful that it is to His
Majesty’s gracious permission that we owe the honour of holdi
our meetmg in this Chamber to-day and hereafter in the Roy'ﬁ
Palace of St. James's. We are deeply sensible of these signal
marks of Their Majesties’ sympathy and favour.

Iam ver{ conscious of the responsibility you have put upon me.
But responsibility lies heavily on us all at this Conference. For we
are now at the very birth of a new history. The declarations made
by British Sovereigns and Statesmen from time to time that Great
Britain’s work in India was to prepare her for self-government have
been plain. If some say that they have been applied with woeful
tardiness, I reply that no permanent evolution has seemed to anyone

oing through it to be anything but tardy. I am never disturbed

y people who say I bave not %ulﬁlled my pledges, provided I am
fulfilling them. We have met to try and register by agreement a
recognition of the fact that India has reached a distinctive point in
her constitutional evolution. Whatever that agreement may be,
there will be some who will say that it is not oocf enough or that it
goes too far. Let them say so. We must boldly come out and
appeal to an intelligent and informed public opinion. The men
who co-operate are the pioneers of progress. Civil disorder is the
way of reaction. It destroys the social mentality from which all
constitutional development derives its source and upon which all
stable internal administration is based.

The task that lies ahead of us is beset by difficulties for the
solution of which the past affords no ready-made guide; there are
stubborn diversities of view that have still to be brought together,
and conflicting interests that have hitherto proved irreconcilable.

Could any issues be more momentous than those we are facing
this morning? Could any, at the same time, be more enticing to
men who love to make the rough places smooth? We must bring
to our task all the resources of mutual trust, of practical sagacity, of
statesmanship, which we can command.

This is not the time even for reciting, to say nothing of pre-
judging, our problems. We shall meet them as we proceed. Let us
face them as men determined to surmount them. Why not? What

roblems of growth and of development in liberty and institutions
ﬁave our peoples not faced, and united we remain, in spite of all our
diversities, because of our skill in harmonising differences by rea-
sonable mutual accommodation. Proof of that is that very goodly
array of distinguished Prime Ministers who have been with us for
the fast few weeks consulting about Dominion affairs.
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His Majesty’s presence at the opening of our deliberations
enabled us to understand both the strength and the flexibility of the
bond which binds our whole Commonwealth of Nations tugether in
loyalty and devetion to the Crown. The attendance of representa-
tives of the Dominion Governments is an earnest of the interest and

dwill with which the sister-States in the Commonwealth of

ations will follow our labours. The association of the Princes for
the first time in joint conclave with representatives of the people of
British India is symbolical of the gradual moulding together of
India into one whole. And when I turn to the representatives of
British India, I am mindful, it is true, of Indin’s different communi-
ties und languages and interests, but I am reminded still more of
the quickening and unifying influences which have grown u
irresistibly from he}' contact with Great Britain, and also, and st
deeper, of the aspirations for a united India which were in the
minds of her phi osolﬁlera and her rulers before the first English
trader set foot on her shores. Nor is it without significance that we,
who, thou%h not of_ India, also seek India’s honour, are drawn from
all three Parties in this Parliament, on the inter-play of whose
rivalries, no less than ideals, is built up our British system of
Government. But apart from these things, surely, the simple fact
that we have come here to sit at one table with the set and sole pur-
pose of India’s advancement within the com nionship of the &m-
monwealth, is in .ltse].f an undeniable sign of progress towards that
end, and also an inspiring challenge to reach agreement.

We must now begin our labours. Things have been said in the

t, whether in anger, in blindness or for mischief, which we had
tter forget at this table. Whatever be the story that is to be
written of this Conference, be assured a story will be written. Let
us strive to make it worthy of the best political genius of our peoples
and to add by it to the respect paid by the world to both our nations.

SPEECH DELIYERED BY HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA
GAEKWAR OF BARODA.

E On this momentous occasion in the history of India and the
fmpu‘e. 1t is my privilege to address to vou a few words on behalf
of the Indian States Delegation here assembled to take part in

the Conference which His Majesty the King-
been graciously pleased to op::let.mty © Hing-Fmperor hau to-day

We are deeply beholden to His Majesty to whom I heg you,

1

These historic precincts have witne
s ssed many C
fraught with import: but I doubt if ever before they)hav:nlf:xn:l:

scene of s i i i
- such a one as this, when the issues at stake involve the

erity and content ia’s milli
pro %riti{h Empire?n ment of India’s millions and the greatness of
By the concession in ?

. er « me: .
Princes and Beaglen of lerous measure of the aspirations of the

ndia. and by that alone, can realisation
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be given to the noble words of Victoria, the great Queen, as
expressed in a famous Proclamation:—

They are these:—

““ Tn their prosperity will be Our strength; in their content-
ment Our secxl:rits;: in their gratitude Our best reward.”

May we all labour whole-heartedly, with mutual trust and good-
will, for the attainment of so great an end.

SPEECH DELIYERED BY HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA
OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR (Pro-Chanoellor of the Chamber
of Prinoes). '

I must express our deep gratitude to His Most Gracious Majesty
for the cordial welcome tendered to us, and I pray that Providence
may grant to us the vision and the will to realise the hopes
expressed in those inspiring words uttered this. morning by our
bﬁ:)ved King-Emperor.

This is the first occasion on which the Princes of India in person
git at the Conference Table along with representatives of British
India and of His Majesty’s Government to discuss the political
future of India. Allied by treaty with the British Crown and
within our territories independent rulers, we have come here with a
full sense of responsibility to our States and to all India. As allies
of Britain, we stand solidly by the British connexion. As Indians
and loyal to the Land whence we derive our birth and infant
nurture, we stand as solidly as the rest of our countrymen for our
Land’s enjoyment of a position of honour and equality in the British
Commonwealth of Nations. Our desire to co-operate to the best
of our ability with all sections of this Conference is « genuine desire;
so too is genuine our determination to base our co-operation upon
the realities of the present situation.

Neither England nor India can afford to see this Conference end
in failure. We must approach our task resolved to succeed and to
overcome all difficulties. We all will have to exercise much
patience, tact and forbearance; we must he inspired by mutual
understanding and good-will. 'We needs must give and take. If we
succeed, it is England no less than India which gains. If we fail,
it is India no less than England which loses. We are not assembled
to dictate or accept terms; we are met together to adjust mutual
interests for the common benefit.

The task confronting this Conference is a gigantic one. In the
case of no people would such an aim as ours be easy of accomplish-
ment. In the case of India, the complexity of the factors in unique.
But we believe that difficulties exist only to be surmounted, and,
by the Grace of God. with good-will and sympathy on both sides,
surmounted they shall be.

With the noble words of the King-Emperor’s speech still ringin
in our ears. we Princes affirm that this Conference shall not faﬁ
through any fault of ours.
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SPEECH DELIYERED BY S8IR MUHAMMAD AKBAR HYDARL

The address which we have been privileged to hear to-day from
the lips of His Majesty The King- mperor, full as it is of that
personal sympathy to which every Indian heart readily responds,
will prove an inspiration and a guide for all of us.

His Exalted Highness the Nizam, whose representative on the
Indian States Delegation I have the honour to Y)e, counts amongst
his proudest titles that of ‘“ Faithful Ally of the British Govern-
ment,”” For 150 years the Nizams have held steadfast to this
alliance—‘‘ an alliance in perpetuity.’’ as the treaties proudly pro-
claim it to be.

As with Hyderabad, so with all States; and I can assure the
peoples of the Emzire and the world at large that no hand shall
sever the ties which bind the Princes to the Crown.

At the same time the States, autonomous within their own
borders, can fully sympathise with the aims and ideals of the
peoples of British India and are ready to work in harmony with
them for the Greater and United India, which we all hope may be
the outcome of our deliherations.

It is in this spirit we enter the Conference, and in this spirit we
shall do all that lies in our power to assist in the solution of the
problems of our country and the satisfaction of her aspirations.

Every race, creed and region has its own distinct contribution to
make to the common weal, and we of the States for our part brin
with us no mean inheritance—the traditions and culture hande
down from spacious days, when in politics, arts and science India
stood amongst the foremost peoples of the world.

. We approach our task, which is beset with so many difficulties,
in all humility, trusting not in our own power, but in the guiding
hand of the Divine Providence.

SPEECH DELIVYERED BY MR. Y. 8. SRINIVASA SASTRI.

We all feel heartened to our task by the gracious and inspiring
words of His Majesty. They contain lessons which we must practise
if we would succeed in the enterprise about to begin, Sir, under
your sagacious and often proved guidance. The Crown is the
symbol both of power and of unity and draws our hearts in willing
homage and reverence. It is more. It is the fountain of justice,
freedom and equality among the various peoples of the Common-
wealth. Loyalty, therefore, enjoins the faithful and uncessing
Bursuit_of these ideals and we should be failing in our duty to the

rown if we knowingly tolerated, anywhere under the British flag,
conditions that produced injustice, inequality or undue restrictions
on t}le growth of communities. This Conference will enable all

arties interested in India to bring together their ideas on the gub-
Lect of ]_1er contentment and Yeaoeful advance to the fulfilment of
ner destiny. DBold and candic speech is required, but also modera-
tion, forbearance and readiness to appreciate differing views. Above
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all the vision of India as a whole must shine brightly in our hearts,
and her strength and prosperity must be the sovereign considera-
tion governing all our plans. iyou will hear, Sir, many claims and
counsels, and some of them may be in partial conflict. Our united
prayer is that somehow, through the magic of your personality,
these discordant claims will be reconciled and these fragmentary
counsels may be gathered into one complete scheme so that this
table, whatever its exact physical shape, may be hereafter re-
membered in history as the table of rounged wisdom and statesman-
ship. Through all the clouds of prejudice and misunderstanding
that darken tﬁe problem two statements of policy shine like bright
stars by whose light we can guide ourselves. They both have the
indisputable authority of His Majesty’s Government. One was
made by His Excellency the Viceroy just a year ago: it was to the
effect that the natural issue of India’s constitutional progress, as
contemplated in the declaration of August, 1917, is the attainment
of Dominion Status. The other was made by him in July this year.
It promised India the enjoyment of as large a degree of management
of her own affairs as could be shown to be compatible with the
necessity of making provision for those matters in regard to which
she was not yet in a position to assume responsibility. Our allotted
task is to interpret these statements liberally and translate them
courageously into concrete proposals for the benefit of India and
the increased glory of the (?ommonwealth.

SPEECH DELIVERED BY MR. M. A. JINNAH.

May I, at the very outset, say that we appreciate greatly the
signal marks of sympathy and kindness on the part of Their Majes-
ties referred to by you and I am sure we all consent in full measure
that you should convey our grateful acknowledgments as proposed
by you.

This is not an occasion for long speeches nor can I here at this
moment discuss some of the vitaF issues which are uppermost in
our minds; but every one here will agree with me when I say that it
is very fortunate indeed that a Statesman of your calibre and
experience, Sir, has honoured us by agreeing to preside over our
deliberations, notwithstanding your other multifarious and respon-
sible duties; and I sincerely pray that your expression of confidence
in the ultimate success of this Conference may prove true.

I am glad, Mr. President, that you referred to the fact that
‘“ the declarations made by British Sovereigns and Statesmen from
time to time that Great Britain’s work in India was to prepare her
for self-government have been plain ”’, and may I point out further,
that the announcement made as recently as 31st October, 1929, by
His Excellency the Viceroy on behalf of His Majesty’s Government,
declared that in their judgment it was implicit in the Declaration
of 1917 that the natural issue of India’s constitutional progress as
there contemplated is the attainment of Dominion Status.

But | must emphasise _that India now expects translation and
fulfilment of these declarations into action.
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There never was a more momentous or graver issue in the history
of our two nations than the one we are called upon to face to-day
and upon the solution of which hangs the fate of nearly one-fifth of
the population of the world.

We welcome the association of the Princes with the representa-
tives of the people of British India and I share the hope with you,
Mr. Prime Minister, that all parties and interests and communities
concerned will bring to bear upon the task before us—-to use your
words—all the resources of mutual trust, practical sagacity am
statesmanship which they can command. )

In L:onclus_iou, I must express my pleasure at the presence of the
Dominion Prime Ministers and Representatives. fam lad that
they are here to witness the birth of a new Dominion of Ingia which

would be ready to march along with them within the British
Commonwealth of Nations.

SPEECH DELIVYERED BY MR. BA PE.

The Burmese Delegates are deeply sensible of the signal honour
which has been done to Burma by the selection of a Burman to
speak on this momentous and historic occasion. It is an honour
which will cause genuine pleasure and satisfaction to our country-
men; and on their behal¥ I wish to say how grateful we are to His
Majesty The King for the gracious words he has spoken to us to-day;
and I humbly beg leave to assure him of our loyalty to him and his
Royal Consort. 1t has caused us heartfelt satisfaction to see him

restored to health aund we pray that he may live long to preside over
the destinies of this great Empire.

The people of Burma are very grateful to His Majesty’s Govern-
ment for arranging this Round Table Conference, and we believe
that a frank and full and friendly discussion can only result in good,
bqth for the people of Britain and of Burma. We helieve that
friendly discussion will remove obstacles and solve problems that,

viewed from one standpoint, only appear insurmountable or
insoluble,

We desire to thank His Majesty’s Government, the political
Parties and leaders and the people of England for the hearty wel-

come they have given to us and for the generous hospitality they
have extended to us. .

The case of Burma is in some ways a special one, but we bring
to the Conference in the fullest measure goodwill and co-operation,
confident that the result of our joint deliberations will promote the
political progress of Burma and satisfy the aspirations of its people
and increase their Prosg\erity and happiness. We have come to the
Conference with high hopes that, if T may be permitted to adopt
the words that you, Sir, used on another occasion only two days
ago, our liberty will be broadened, so that we may live with you
under the same Crown, enjoying that freedom in self-government

which is essential for national self respect and contentment. As
Burmans we love Burma our country., &’e helieve in it and in the
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greatness that lies before it. We look to England with friengdship
and affection and hope that we shall soon take our place with other
Dominions as equal partners in the great British Empire.

.

Chairman : Your Highness, My Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen.:
We have a little piece :5 business to do which will only keep us 1n
this sitting for a few minutes. I understand that, as a result of the
exchange of views privately, an agreement has been come to which
enables me to propose this resolution : —

* That a Committee to advise the Conference on the conduct
of business shall be constituted, composed of the following
sixteen Delegates, each of whom shall have the right to
nominate another Delegate to take his place in his absence:

His Highness The Maharaja of Alwar.
Mr. Benn.
His Highness The Maharaja of Bikaner.
Sir Hubert Carr.
Colonel Haksar.
Sir Samuel Hoare.
Sir Akbar Hydari.
Sir Mirza Muhammad Ismail.
Mr. Jayakar.
Mr. Jinnah.
Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra.
The Marquess of Reading.
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru.
Sir Muhammad Shak.
Mr. Srinivasa Sastri.
Sardar 8ahib Ujjal Singh.”
The resolution was then put and carried unanimously.

Chatrman : That resolution having been adopted, the Session
will now adjourn. The first sitting of the Committee that has just
been appointed will be held at 3-30 this afternoon at St. James’s
Palace, and this Conference itself is adjourned until Monday, the
17th November, at 10-30 a.x., at St. James’s Palace.
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Plenary Session, 17th November, 1930.

Chairman: 1t is m{l honour, first of all, to read to you 8
communication which I have received from His Majesty’s Private
Secretary, Lord Stamfordham:—

* The King has received the Prime Minister's submission of
the message of yesterduy from the Indian Round Table
Conference expressing gratitude to His Majesty for under-
taking the opening ceremony and also thanking the Queen for
the kindly solicitude which Her Majesty has displayed towards
the Delegates. This communication® has been received with
much satisfaction by Their Majesties.”

There is nothing for me to say to-day except to welcome you
most heartily to this Conference. My friends, there are two things
that we will keep in mind. First of all, we are going to co-operate

together; secondly, every one of us must be animated by the
determination to succeed.

® The text of this was as follows:—

The Delegates to the Indian Round Table Conference at their
first meeting, and as their first official act, desire to present
their respectful duty to the King. The Delegates join in loyal
%ratltude to His Majesty for having honoured the opening of
l_xe Conf.erence with His gracious presence, and for the inspira-
tion which the words of His Speech have given them. They
are most sensible of the kindly solicitude which Her Majesty
The Queen has displayed towards them; and they desire to sub-
mit their grateful apz)reciation for the honour which, by these

and other marks of favour, Their Majesties bave done to the
Conference.
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THE GENERAL DISCUSSION.*

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru: Mr. Prime Minister, the responsibility
"which has been cast upon my shoulders in presenting the case of
‘my country to you is very great, but I will beg some patience on
your part, for the su:&ect is great and complicated. It involves

many delicate issues affecting not only India but the relations of
India to England.

L 2
Let me tell you at the outset that we are here to add, if we can,

a bright chapter to the history of the relations of England and
India. '

Mr. Prime Minister, you and other British statesmen have, in
the long course of your political experience and duties, been accus-
tomed to preside over, or to be associated with, so many Conferences
of an international character that it ill becomes a humble politician
like me from across the seas to tell you that so many hopes are
bound up with the success of this Conference. An anxious, restless
India is watching you. May I also add that the eyes of the whole
world are on you. Not only are we Indians on our trial, but, if
I may respectfully say so, and if I may beg you not to misunder-
stand me, the whole of British statesmanship is on its trial.

This is absolutely the first time in the history of the connectien
of India with England that such a big gesture has been made by
England towards India. It is a gesture which means that Indians
and Englishmen should sit round the table, not to enter merely into
a clash of ideas, but, if possible, to evolve a constitution for the
country, which may settle our difficulties for all time to come, and
which may enable us to settle down to constructive work.

Mr. Chairman, I will only ask you to bear with me when I
remind you of the circumstances under which this Conference has
been called. TLast year—I believe it was on the 31st October, 1929
—His Excellency ]Zord Irwin, for whom, let me tell you frankly,
I have a genuine admiration—a Viceroy who is very much mis-
understood, to my surprise, in his country, and let me say also
in my country, but whose heart is with us—I feel assured about
it—made that famous announcement. The secret history as to
how that announcement came to be made has vet to he written
but we wmust take that announcement as an :;ccomplished fact,
You pledged vourself there to certain ideas, to a certain policy
and this Conference has been convened to implement that olicy,.
In his speech, which Lord Irwin delivered on the 9th Julv last

to the Indian Legislature, he again referred ter 1
(0 the India thatgthe g rred to that matter in

urpose of this Conference was

spokesmen of Great Britain and India would take freet hcl:)tunts}ﬁ
together upon the measures which his Government would later
{n‘eseut to Parliament, and if I may be permitted to refer to a
etter which Lord Irwin addressed to my distinguished friend,

* See paragraph 2 of Introductory Note (p. 1).



Mr. Jayakar, and myself when we started on a mission which un-
fortunately has failed, His Excellency wrote as follows: —

‘‘ It remains my .earnest desire, as it is that of my Govern-
ment and, T have no doubt, also that of His Ma jeety"s Govern-
ment to do everything that we can in our respective spheres to
assist the people of India to obtain as large a (r:gree of manage-
ment of their own affairs as can be shown to be consistent
with making provision for those matters jn regard to which
they are not at present in a position to assume responsibility.
What those measures may be, and what provisions may
made for them, will engage the attention of the Conference;
but T have never believed that, with mutual confidence on both
sides, it should be impossible to reach agreement.’’

It is in that spirit and for that purpose that we have come; and
let me tell you, 8ir, that we have go;;;o here across the seas in the
midst of the gibes and ridicule of our own countrymen. We have
already been describgd, in our country, as traitors to the cause.
We have come here in the midst of that opposition, but we have
brought with us a determination to argue with vou, to discuss with
you frankly and freely, to make our contribution to the solution
?f l}he problem, to make ourselves heard, but also to hear vou, to
Invite you to make your contribution, so that in the end we may say

that those who have already forecast the future were really false
prophets. ’

It is in that spirit that T wish to present my case before you.
Let me tell you that no greater mistake can be made bv British
statesmen and by my British friends—and T claim that T do possess
some friends among the British—than to imagine that India stands
to-day where she did even ten years ago. T think the idea of the
progress that India has made during the last ten years could not
have been better described than in the gracious words of our

vereign on that opening day of this Conference. We have
travelled a very long distance. Let that he realised. T.et this time-
worn theory that we are only a haundful of men be abolished for
good. Mr. Jayakar and I, during the months of July. August and
September, were constantly travelling from one end of the country
to the other, and we saw with our own eyes, we heard with onr own
ears, signs and cries which it would have heen imponsible for me or
for him to imagine. When T read in the English Press descriptions
of the situation in India my heart sinks. T am not making reference
to these things with the object of frightening vou. T am not hold-
ing cut any threat. I am simplv stating facts. T make a confes-
aton, an absolutelv honest confession. that, so far as T am concerned.
I have realised from the beginning the grave dangers of the Civil
Disohedience movement to my country. But while T have renlised
?he grave danpera. of that movement. T have also realiséd the
importance of placing a true interpretation on what it really repre-
sents. 1 beg of vou on this occasion to rise superior to the small

administrative view of this question and t
statesmen-like view and measgre of the un ot it eroad and

rest that vou find in .

23

India. I beg of you to think like this. Never before in the history
of India, never before even in the Mogul period of history, has
India been governed by agents and sub-agents. The Moguls or the
Muhammdgaons might have come as invaders, but they settled down
and became men of the same country, became part and parcel of
our social system. What is the system that you have established ?
It is the system of Parliamentary Sovereignty, sovereignty exercised
by some 600 odd members of Parliament on behalf of a population
of forty-five millions—you will correct me I hope if I have got the
wron res of that population—and you are attempting to exer-
cise tia%gvereignty oygr 320 million people livi 6,0%0 miles away
from the centre of your political power. I s with the utmost
deference in the presence of the Secretary of State, but I do say that
the ordinary Member of Parliament has neither the necessary time,
nor the n capacity, nor the necessary vision to understand
the mind or the 2eelings of India, and, if Mr. Wedgwood Benn will
excuse me, I will say that the Secretary of State, however dis-
tinguished he may be, is one of those 600 men. Necessarily he has
to depend upon the advice of men in the India Office. Let me tell
you quite frankly that, while I have great admiration for the Civil
Service—whether it is your Civil Service or the Civil Service of my
own country—I cannot forget that while Civil Servants can be very
good servants they are very bad masters. Therefore I say that
ultimately it comes down not to Parliamentary Sovereignty, but to
the sovereignty of half a dozen men in and and half a dozen
men in India. That is how the theory of Parliamentary Sovereigaty
works out. Can you expect a country like mine, brought into
contact with Western ideas, vibrating with the new movement of the
East, to remain content with that sort of government? Certainly
not. I say, therefore, that it is perfectly natural that we should
seek freedom, freedom within our cwn borders as an integral part of
the British Commonwealth of Nations. You will ask me what is it
exactly that you want. When I have talked to my British friends—
and some of them are very highly placed statesmeh—when I have
used in the course of conversation that forbidden phrase ‘‘ Dominion
Status ’’. some of them have asked me ‘‘ What does it all meanf *’
I have been asked that question in fact by one of your biggest
statesmen—I shall not name him—in private. When we talk
about Dominion Status the average Englishman stands up in the
middle of the road and asks ‘“ What does it all mean? *’ 1 would
respectfully ask whether in 1865, when you had to tackle the ques-
tion of Canada, or in 1900, when vou had to tackle the problem
of Australia, or in 1909, when vou were face to face with the pro-
blem of South Africa after that terrible war, whether the average
Englishman stood up in the middle of the road and asked ° What
does it all mean®’’ When vou ask me what are the implications
of Dominion Status, I am ready to give an answer to that question,
but let me tell you what we want before I proceed further. Avoid-
ing that expression which is unpleasant to some ears, I will put
mv case like this: India wants, and is determined to achieve, a
status of equalitr—equality with the other three members of the
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British Commonwealth, an e

ment not merely responsive to, but res nsible to the iopular
voice. Speaking for myself, I say— and I say it with all the con-
viction I possess, conviction based not mere y on theory but on
experience derived, if I may respectfull say 80, from my official
life, however brief it may have been—t

at 1t will not do for you
to take a provincial view a

nd offer provincial autonomy or any-
thing of that kind, unless you cou

le with it a decided and clear
change in the constitution of the Sentral Government. You must
make that responsible to the Legislature.

ask me, ‘‘ Assuming that India wants a resp
ment, what is going to be the relation of t
Government to the Provinces, and what is
of the responsible Central Government to
once gives rise to the
of a federal character.

At this stage you may
onsible Central Govern-
hat responsible Central
going to be the relation
the States?’’ That at
question whether our constitution should be

Sir, before I express any views may I make a very respectful
apgeal to some of my illustrious countrymen who are patriots first
and Princes afterwards? It wil] not

(.10 for Their I_Iig nesses—and

] con ublicly. I think the Indian Prince is every
inch as patriotic ag any one of

us, and I take an earnest appeal to
them not to confine their vision merely to what is called ** One-
third India.” I ask them to say whether at any time in hiStqu
India was so arbitrarily divided a8 it is now eographically—Britis
India or Indian India. I 83y we are one India. Let them move
forward with the vision of an India which will be one single whole,
each part of which may be autonomous and may enjoy absolute
mglependence within its own borders, regulated b proper relations
with the rest, | i on this occasion

€xpress no definite opinion; I will not commit this Conference
to any gartwular 1ssue on

this point. These issues have to be

examined carefully and minutely, ] do_suggest, however, that,
8o far as we are concerned, we have a vision of a united India,
and not merely of an India divided into

80 many compartments.
I have no 'doubt that when H. H. The Maharaja of Bikaner
addrgsses this Conference he will advert to these questions and ‘hat
he will take us now into hig confidence.

It seems to me that if

. Ttsee you agree that there has got to be respon-
sibility in the Centre, it i inevitable that you mgl.lst ask youxl')self
the question unitary or federal. §

in regard to thi tter 1 . g?akdingl for myself—and I speak
rd to this matter in my indjv; ua oo
strong believer in the faderal ¥orm o capacity—I am a very

: A ) government. I believe that
there.m lies the solution of the dxﬁiculty and the salvation of India;
and if I were to expy ini

freely T would welcome the

quality which will give it a Govern-
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. s i inly for three
association of the Indian States with British I}?"ilil:inmaﬁgof in our
reasons. I say that they will furnish a stasl £ Fmiﬁcation will
constitution. I further say that the proce’sts ?matters of defence,
begin at once. I lastly say that, in regardh'oh is yet wanting in
they will furnish a practical experience whic
British India.

. . s hi Federa-

For all these reasons I invite them to klo(inofll?s 1’)11‘ E;rwere o
tion. The details of that have to be worked out,  They wero 50/
Present to the mind of the Government,of- nhl ir Despatch vague-
their Despatch. The Government of India in th els it is a real qive
ly speak of a far-off distant Federation. With us it is 2 real ire
issue now. If we can come to some 'SOIH(:IOI: ct)his Conference.
think that nothing better can be achieved a

. ; ill revert to
Having said that much, if you will p erniut Ia);le,ble ‘:':eminded by
e questi%n of the fonﬁl tOf go‘:i:;ﬂﬁ} unzsf};‘icted requ;’lpli.lt)le
s0 ; fri that an impossibility.
80?ein(:1£e$}atftli::ng:ntre is at the present mOPle”f'fa Iial;l pand ordzr
I may be reminded that there is the queStlonLEuro ean interests
involved. I may be reminded that there afrecommeI;'ce involved:;
involved; that there is the entire system f stitution, involved.
that there is finance, which is the basis of al con]l means face them;
Y answer is this. ’If these are difficulties, by ad ou cannot, treat
find a solution for them. But you ought n ot, ﬁ]iles yWhich make it
them as insurmountable difficulties—difficu hall not admit your
imperative on you to say ‘‘ No, gentlemen, we :hese are difficulties
clfill)m fo respozvlsibility at the Centre, b?caus:ble to find any solu-
for which our combined Stfat_es’ﬁ:lzhigeli’}ﬁgsh Delegatio:m to tal(;);

ion.”’ rien . intenance
Hf:t’ '{_do no& : z:: ::1:15;1 be more interested in the nll)zlﬁifeﬁculties;
aw apl?slolro(;:r than we Indians. 1 gdmlt th]eri glgs;ears ever since
but what has been your history during the tﬁire has sprung up an
the partition of Begal? Every five years there o M o8 B 5,
agitation of an acute character, and. we a'ther to resort to extra-
mean the Europeans and the Indxans—elf en, and to put up
ording wers or to shut up thousands Oh :n ou call the main-
with !;yvpobreaches of the law. Is this wha Lginister could bhave
tenan(g;‘eaofe law and order? Surely no Indian Zesling with a situs-
made graver zlunders than have been made 1 de sition which has
tion o :l:i‘; character. I do sa);vitlllla;e?;itl:: :b e to maintain law
. ab ) o
ngito l()le falrlyi'oflace;ls, ;gg {i?)unot satisfy polgcmsaol lf);l)glf::’;’;:’u;_
g e el o e 8 24 ity R sl
se as en the

;%‘;icthi:,tilgi ﬁigk:alb?leep:;zality. Solve these problfnnillsc ﬁ.ﬂgi mpler.

whole problem of law and order becomes very

o he trouble about com-
merce. What 1s t mount 0
merie gomf ;ngwaf?teczl:lvare thaii theli)e tlsl :rz:r{efla;%?l ?:hat I am
) : 1 in In ia, u € . who.
u‘;ltrg};:a:f iﬁg:t&-al ;gse;tiglileve there is not a single man here—
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would like to have an i islati

y expropriatory legislation. W :
:\(1,1 ;ti)(l))utsh:hEumpeang of their capital. Ogu the contr::; (‘i“(')ex:;t m:::
susious walfoour friends th_e Eurppenns, who have set’tled do‘:vn in
padia or who carry on their }1qs1ness there, should feel that thev
haye, th, oo :renguit& t::xec}cgﬁzx’:gges which genuine born Indians
rights and interests, and we Shaus%gegiit’;myhsafegg T
T ight e than willing to meet

Y o .
e ag:e xf::ko?fa fﬁxanc_e, Sir, as being an obstacle, and you talk of
establish a Reserv?eI]}Z‘:ll? M;k.Baﬁ{y ll)mswdﬁr e at I, b} ol e,
Res ank—  based not 1ti i
:)ﬁxet g(l)lnit%)t‘::t?l}n ﬁ'nanc.lal aud economic basiso ({sh&:n}) (:vl:atllfl?(l)wb:;l:{
on 1s going to be ours, th . is goi
e , that the govern
e ours, why should we adopt a non-possu%ms atxtniftx:(tiel; gone

It see :
that the n;:et‘i)itm efthlatdt.he"e. 1s not very much force in the argument
finarce comes il?to I!i\dlﬁmwﬁ}mddlssupplwlf n the London market if

rivate indivi . . now of i i 1
§r)ouratc‘i>ul:g‘;-lg:: l:dhave raised money in chn:ll:z.anclesk:;ww%l‘lil:
not within your Bm ?rmCEd big loans to small countries which are
Great Britain afterph e. Surely after 150 years of association with
has establishe’d st b'ya viug enjoyed a system of government which
the credit of Ind? 1ty in the country, dc you mean to say that
because our finaness o t*;London market will disappear simply
this question in thes pass 1nto other handsf Did you ever raise
if you feel that the case of other countries? I therefore ask you
theve muatters | ere 13 any real genuine difficulty with regard to
difficulti » Please do not use them as obstacles in our way but :

ulties to be surmounted. uy but as

I now come to the i
. onl question of the Army. Ma i
evevx;fgn :tzlkalxllsg hsgiecﬁx whut:h the]late L}r. Mo)x'lt}n;:x-l—nfx:: );(:l‘:o?zf
affoine of ! as not merely respect but a deep. 1
sionit&o:mén fwhlch he said Havxpg kept Indians out Ef (ﬁ)e:x‘;:?:
P tto bs . lor 70 or 80 years, having deprived them of thé o 0;-
it in);airne:s1 iiie“?n t;lglllrr (;::uéntl(])y N re(::[eive traming ! oot
- 3 say now ‘ Indi ,
:3:‘1; ngt(;vi'grniirslex;:v }:eczt;ze %t?cgnn%i defend its own l;loljldeurl: ;Stitnc(;tmgx‘g:
. o o h ) .
;rol:iri!:igs pr;yactl.ca{.pomt of view,.cau ita rgeuﬁi?zt;?nzslthis fair tl} ori
potic ’t ll‘a (Z rea ;lse that there 1s a difficulty about tile \m[;r'ac l\c{z
reaise hav wte bave got to train a sufficient number c;f 01: °
b we -tue'to ) e patient about that; but all we say is ¢ é,men,
Lo of Estlit ltl.l y ?,,traln our own men; give us the freedom t ive gs
peh kéeu };)x}s h So far as your Army is concern!:d o]féta li
toans ke trl)lel Am the hands of the Viceroy.- Let him exer" ¥ eor
N over whom"}?y through the Commander-in-Chjef or t }flse (‘ﬁn.-
to provide the fu:dsmay P arcs (3 e on our part ml‘lﬁ‘ :
and to agree to statutory charges i:r:e?}::cénff

justed

and i
docuf;f:;lslffgﬁd Iizlave been told privately, and I have read it in
causes me some despair—that no Brliti:)h'

Minister will agree to transfer the British

P

Army to the control of
Indian Ministers. That question to my mind is not of immediate
importance, but I do hope that people who talk like that do not

i1l be willing to serve under

mean to imply that no British officer wi

any Indian fellow subject. At the present moment it so happens—
ew years—that

and it has happened repeatedly during the last f

Indians hold the highest offices under the Crown, and I have not
vet known a single instance in which a member of the Indian Civil
Sel“flce or of any other Service has declined to take orders from his
Indian superior on the ground that he is an Indian. I appeal to
my late chief, Lord Reading. I had the honour at one time, if I
may be permitted to say so, to be a Member of his Government,
and I appeal to him to say whether the relations between fhe ‘
European Members of the Executive Council and the Indian
Members of the Executive Council on the one hand, and between
the Indian Members of the Execitive Council and the Secretaries,
most of whom were members of the Indian Civil Service, were
cordial or otherwise. I should like to refer to a remarkable case
which exists in India at the present moment. In Lahore the
Chief Justice of the High Court huppens to be a distinguished
countryman of mine, Sir S. Lall, one of the most striking personali-
ties.in India. I have never heard a single Judge of the Hi%h
Court say that he feels it a matter of disgrace that he should be

Presided over by an Indian Chief J ustice.
. I say, therefore, let us put it on the practical ground, but do not
introduce the racial element into it. After all, the point of view -
that we take is this: You and we are subjects of the same King-
Emperor; you and we belong to the same Commonwealth of Nations;
and there ought not to be any feeling of superiority or inferiority,
because so long as there is that feeling of superiority or inferiority
happy and can never be contented.

Let us deal with the problem of the Army, therefore, in the
manner in which practicaf statesmanship requires it to be done;
but do not say to us that, because of these obstacles, we ought to go

hat we have been

back to our own countrvmen and say the utmost t g
d miles and by talking to

able to achieve by going six thousan ] d b
British statesmen of all the three Parties, 1s provincial autonomy.

India can never be

Let me ask vou only one thing. I would make a personal appeal
to Tord Readiﬁg on this matter, because I believe, if there is one
man in this assembly who understands the constitution of India
from the legal and political point of view, it is my late chief, Lord
Reading. I would ask him to consider this. Do you really think
that it will make for peace and harmonious action if you give the
Provinces provincial autonomy, which means responsible govern-
ment and on the top of that have an irresponsible Central Govern-
ment? Quite apart from questions of sentiment, quite apart from
v that that machinery will

questions of & political character, I sa
f a week. It will give rise to so many

break down in the course o ris
deadlocks, it will cause so many occasions of friction, that the

machinery will break down.
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The position is therefore plain and simple, aud it is this. Take
your courage in your hands; provide as l1im'nv anfeguml‘lds-us you
can, so long as those safeguards dv not destroy the vital priuci'ple'
and then go ahead with courage and with faith. Courage and faith,
together with the common sense of the people of India, will come
to your rescue. Their whole future is at stake. But do not say

03 bdml-lh march so many paces . The time hus long since
{msl;e hy w gn India could be told to Lold its soul in patience an
b: a;c to that far-off ideal through the ages. I verv respectfully

g of you to change your outlook on the whole situation. )

) 3.0 . .
I in];IerI;dle:lml}e ?I{)mfs‘?r' I huve already taken much more time than
the Lo t'h 1;1 ‘ efore I resume my seat I chould like to express
Operatigfx a:d )ﬁu and we may work in the closest possible co-
because I beli that we may speak without mental reservations.
elieve there can be no greater crime agaiust Eugland

or Indiu th : X
like this, i‘“hi%e‘*l‘if‘a‘é with mental reservations on an occasion

s, ¢ ] you and we may succeed in evolving 8
?ll:isctllltuv:li(l)ln ;f:ll‘chtvl:dl bring peace and contentment to my coung'}'.
with orae 'tl‘: eﬁyouth of my country look on their country
makepour,olg::e ntl:lotf dence and with assurance, and which wi
and othngland. your name immortal in the history of India

H.H. The J[aharaja o/ Bikaner : Mr. Chnirmun, we meet in no

ordinarv times to .
A attempt no ordi , . .
concern 1s the peace, p nary task. In our immediate

. happiness and ‘good government of three
h;‘:‘g::ie;:‘d mngteen millions of people. ’l!ooking to whatever
gistresses w!}:l:yl e established for some relief from their present
circumsta’nces not v':ﬁtum once agaln to assert—certain unhappy
would be the r wllt sfmndmg_me.l".‘"‘l to the core, What then
unreason on on esp] s i from any irresolution on our part—{rom
party and a rifsxi( ei (;r reaction on the other, from timidity in one
government in Sat] 0 recognise the essentials of consitutiona
of our dutv to si:e:o 1e;~h—we blenched from the work and failed
without saying th utre be greater contentment of India¥ It goes
every one of ugs ¢ i. 4 very !'e“".\_' responsibility rests on each and
invofved are real'l)'l?g part in this Conference, and that the issues
magnitude of the ia ;eﬁlend?“s' It is impossible to minimise the
rate the complexit 8 ; 1at lies before us; nor do I desire to under-
optimist butr;h y ol some of the problems involved. I am an
i ] ere lls no use in shutting one’s eyes to facts. I have
how the mas ay anc elsgwhgre during my travels in British India
adequatel esxes n the districts are being affected. 1 wish I could
declined t{) bep:::ss tlhi) gravity of the situation. I have always
submitted to bﬂ_oved_ v threats of dire consequences, nor have I
undue regard flng ictated to at the muzzle of the'pistol But
or exag grated Ofr precfoncexved ideas and false notions of pﬁstige
e g rate aleartobsome possible consequences have, I feel it
T feel thﬁt Is sl(: 0 be guarded against; and I, for one—and here

speak for my Order as well as for the representatives
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of British India who are gathered round this ancient hall—refuse

to be made fearful by the difficulties ahead. Rather I find in them
an inspiration to put forth the uttermost that is in me, in a spirit
of confidence and of courage. The very immensity of the work
makes it worth doing well.

His Majesty the King-Emperor was pleased to remind us at the
opening of this Conference that *“ the last decade has witnessed .
a quickening and growth in ideals and aspirations of Nationhood
which defy the customary measurements of time . I venture to
appeal to you, Prime Minister and other Members of His Majesty’s
Government. and to our colleagues here representing the ritish
Political Parties, to take their courage in both hands, to throw
their hearts over the fence and follow boldly after, in the conviction
that the greater our vision and determination, the greater is our
success likely to be and the richer in consequence the harvest which
we all—British India and the Indian States,’and Great Britain and
the Empire—shall reap. The ultimate attainment of Dominion
Status under the Crown is inherent in the declaration of policy
in 1917, and has more recently received authoritative endorsement.
Let us hitch our wagon to that star, fully realising that our sister
States did not reach the end at one stride, but after evolution based
on experience, that in the intervening stage certain safeguards and
guarantees are imperatively necessary for the security of the body
politic and all parts thereof, but looking straight on. Nothing
worth having can be attained without facing some risks. These
were taken when Lord Durham laid the foungations for the proud
position which Canada enjoys to-day as the premier Dominion in
our great Commonwealth, to the mutual benefit of Great Britain
and Canada. Similar risks were run when Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman secured Dominion Status for South Africa with the
happiest results, for which we had every reason to be grateful during
the Great War only some five vears later. I am equally convinced
that if this Conference will but do the right thing by India, justly
and magnanimously, my country will be a willing and contented
partner in the Commonwealth. She will then be only too glad,
side by side with the benefits of an honourable and independent
position internally. to have all the power and resources of our
mighty Empire always at her back. No half-hearted measures,
and no tinkering with the constitution will. T beg vou to believe me.
meet the situation. Many of our troubles in the past, and our
troubles of the present, have arisen from these causes. Moreover
when, in response to irresistible demands, some constitutional ad-
vance was made, it was often too late; and it wore the appearance
of having been conceded with a bad grace and wrested from the
British Government. So there never was a time in the history of
India and of the Empire when courage—courage 1in thought, in
aim, in constructive statesmanship—was more negded than now,
when the great ambitions stirring India are struggling for constitu-
tional expression. It is in the spirit of courage, couﬁdpnce, im-
agination and liberal statesmanship, that I pray our deliberations

may be guided.
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From what standpoint then do we of the States approach this
Ereat task? T speak primarily for myself, though I believe I shall
ave the general agreement of the Princes and the Ministers repre-
senting our Indian States at this historic gathering. We are here
specially to present the policies of the Indian States. First and
foremost in those policies is an unflinching and unqualified lovalty
to the Throne and Person of His Majesty the King-Emperor of
India. With the traditions of centuries of kingship and with the
instincts and responsibilities of hereditary rule ingrnined in our
being, the kingly idea and the monarchical svstem are hone of our
bone, flesh of our flesh. Even if we were tempted to wuken from
this principle—which is impossible—the thought of the intense
devotion of the Tmperial House of Windsor to the interests of Indis
would rekindle our faith. Three notable and encouraging messages
from His Majesty still ring in our

ears—the earnest plea for sym-
athy in dealing with. Indian problems made at the close of the
ndian tour as grince of Wales; the watchword of hope given mx
vears later at Calcutta ; and the pledge that the Princes’ privileges,

rights and dignities are inviolate and inviolable renewed when the
Chamber of Princes was

inaugurated. In this threefold spirit of
sympathy hope and justi

. nis an unfaltering adhesipn
to the British Common_wealth of Nations. The old idea of Empire

as signifying ‘“ dominion over palm and pine ** has vanished; the
concept of Empire as overlordship based on force was never true
and now has not even the pale shadow of realitv. The unity of the

i indicated in the Great "War. The basis of

: © another in any respect of their domestic oF
external affairs, though united

by a common allegiance to the
Crown. Our attachment to the Empire or Commonwealth, call it
what we may, is no mere matter of sentiment. It is based on the
profound convicti

T ction that not only can each constituent State reach
its full expression within these bonds and under the Crown, but n

higher development, politically and economically, than it could
attain as an isolated independent unit, )

Thirdly, we stand without compromise on our treaty rights acd
all that thev involve, Those Treaties are with the British Crown,
and obviousl_v cannot be transferred to anv other authority without
our free agreement and assent. But do not conclude from this
that T am one of those people who think that things never change.
The States rightly maintain that Treaties concluded in honour and
friendship are binding until

they may be amended, and they can
only be amended by negotiati
sides. Nor must it be concluded that we
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tes are so interwoven with British

The territories of the Indian Sta ising of our traders have business

i he more enterpr ich have grown -
'Indtl}r’ ;oe:x acl:fz;lt;f:rcial centres on the seabof‘rd’ov;htfe Suez Canal,
1n the he Par Britannica and the opening o' £ molitical ideas
ot we m et be influenced by the developmlf_n 8 mfr affair We
thx:it institutions beyond our frontiers. But this ¢ our own folk and
an 1ns“. lét::)te and our people; we live a.mong?i nd possibilitieﬂ-
:::: vivnorl:e mosts intimate contact ‘:’;th :’ hel: sl;::;exsn to any changing

7 I k when to adjust oul . WL Wa
2}) 1(: ]si}txiaolllmkng:t l:"::ﬁii do it in our own time and in our o Ys
‘ ;

interference. o i
free from all e.x;e:rﬂﬂlin";:!herence to these prmclplfslgf:ieruzf 0:}‘::
o e ant with, the fullest devel oD ke British Common-
:oai;:: hl:rc (:?;Ixsatle;lace as a constituent lﬁt?ei#tlotag indivisible whol,e
. . e e .
wealth with the fotgzr()?:;‘l::?m!is;a;’ “ No—a th?tl-lsﬁn&(tllil:?ng(’:im
Jrder the wgis o id that there are two Indias, Bri :S in a political
It 18 sometlm‘;,s sa\lxle of her own Princes. That lSd .ru: are all mem-
India under tdg ris a single geographical unit 33. W__we have our
sense; but In mth . v&ge the Princes, are In 1?1;; soil. Every-
bers one of ano i eh.er hist’oric past, we are racy ;’ I deia ha-s for us a
roots deep down dlnto the honour and prosperity of i ity and shakes
thing which tean' erything which retards her PTOBP";‘tﬁ' and lowers
vital concern. $ h:r institutions retards our own fgrgo ress. One of
the stability OW laim that we are on the side o IP g{,:kening of the
our stature. We cl ns of the times is the mqt?r“f wewth of British
the most welcome 51:?’5 are opposed to the politica %}fgmselves to be
u]ea. that the Prl{(lic ra‘nnre themsel ves—or allow of their fellow-
India, and ‘f'O:t the l.(?alis&tion of the just ho%zi'e watched with
zgi;?;i(\lr;:ﬂll? British India. hWe_ I;aZF ’tlgfr;assic;n for an equal
T3 o e ris A : -
;h(;'tn'l :x:tixsxya.;;em:vl}:st lgfl:lizrfjtfrltd, expressed in the desire for Domi
)o8iti A

us, 1

under the respon-
Indians to-day. Those of us who have grown fgr:(}lrministration—an d

. k 0
e the practical wor : ovVernance
sibilities of ruleh 3‘1,1;1 asze(f since I assumed the a(itgi:;eof this urge.
t};"'iy -tsvtvotg' e?r];ik:nerp——deplore gome of thetexg:sgroken under the
of the State o h contracts o s

: fact that when -knit in blood
We appreciate Ll:fionarv fervour, they have t(;) lbessrirodden before
lmXutlse of :181:103 Weary path of suﬁexi)mhg. z:in the(;e untoward deve-
and tears, y i But behin § ‘s th

. d again. ) hase, lies the

society marches forwar nly a passing p ’ .
lopme};ts, which we hope and pray 1s only & p %t

s

T oy b s s etk of s
fvi It l31'-1 :‘il:l:ltl:)’ug demand without img:;miltgy tl(:: ;n:i O iction is
ylng 9 this be achieve . . that asso-
of law. How best can truly, we must recognise that as
h 1d well and truly, we d of some diversity.
that if we are to UL @ e @ ndia is 8 land of e orsity -
cla wit'h thl:iﬁ:o%lll.:fgf:‘le, lllnusytl be a recognition of this diversity;
QOur starting p ’
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our unity must be sought not in the dead hand of an impossible
uniformity but in an associated diversity. For these reasons, ‘_the
establishment of 5 unitary State, with a sovereign parliament sitting
at Delhi, to which the whole people would look in small things as in
large, is to my mind impossigle. There would be no room in such
& constitution for the Indjan States; moreover, such a government
would crack under its owp impondembility. Would it not mean
the barnessing of the most advanced to the chariot wheels of the
least developed, and the slowing down of the general tide of pro-
gress? We of the Indian States are willing to take our part in
maxe our crontribution to, the greater prosperity and contentment
of India as a whole. [ am convinced that we can best make that
contribution through a federal system of government composed of
the States and British India. These two partners are of different
status. The Indian States are already sovereign and autonomous
of right, having the honour of being linked with the Crown by
means of Treaties of ‘¢ Perpetual alliance and friendship "’ and unit

of interests; British India derives whatever measure of authority 1t
may possess by devolution. Byt 1t will not be beyond the wealth
of experience available at this Table to devise g means of linking
these differing units inte g powerful federal administration.

ndia, the Princes and States will enter into association with it, the
final answer must obviously depend on the structure of the govern-
ment indicated and on othey points involved, such, for instance, as
certain necessary safeguards—constitutional and fiscal—for the
Preservation of the rights and interests of the States and their
subjects. Federalism 13 an elastic term: there are several forms
of federal government. Conditions in India are unique. We have
1o historical precedents to guide us; and the position of the Indian
States is, I believe I am correct ip saying, absolutely without
parallel.  All thege ang many other grave questions of policy and of
detail will have to be examined and defined and settled first in

ut, speaking broadly, the

as I have Previously said, no terrors for the Princes and Govern-
ments of the Indian States, We, however, recognise that a period
of transi*‘on will necessarily intervene before the Federal (fovern-
ment is fully constituted, and that federation cannot be achieved
Y coercion of the States in any form. T i

I would not venture on the impertinence of even su
course is best for British India. As we demand freed
°TeNce in our own affajrs, equally we shall ref
our oars into matters which are not our direct ¢
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: tribute so far as

iven. Our duty is to contribi h will_lead

ol froly and honestly giver. ot B e States with

e can to the evo uﬁl ctive association of t emered out here. At

Brithen Tota mhons sonsitation 3o fo be hom of the Rulers of the

ritish India whose hts in certain directions to be more precisely

the fame time the n% om their Treaties reqmrz to know where they
i Toe Bricss and Sais oy, ven

defined. e

, ; tribution to
N aking their con into
stand. However sincerely des{:lilgu‘ﬁyn}ind i% difficult to enter 1

i . shiftin,
Py settlement, they w3 S o e 1 hink I
::!:i:)?)!fldest;zdl?e!:lgc; deemed Parauéo:: tb;t uoting fromda SP::c}tlhe
1 ] : i er,
e Shcidate vt e Bvinces on behalf of my OF
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27th February last: —

““ New-fangled theories about the

th d
tters, before xaggerate
le;aramou&ltcy, '?tliasuzllllf athe ,extravagant and exagg
utler Committee,

: d and
. lighted wor d
L . : istent with the p ip, advance
impena.hst clalms,t g’ﬁiﬁﬁx, or sound sta.tesmi;l;!lelpv;i de, more
'{IOOg {fultg1 Off glzei}’aramount Power—claims
on behalf o

i d on
lly submit, base
frequent, more insistent and, I respectfu royunds and oppose

. tly untenable rovisions o
varied and _notllnfl:‘fizlzorji’cal facts agqgtgi:;l:t (I:’Ontradictlon
to constitutiona 3}:1 r Engagements, and 10 nces in the famous
-our Treaties and ot el ar pledges and assura eatedly reiterate
of the solemn and cle oprueen Victoria, ép ns in DuUMerous
gracious Proclamation essive British Sover:}ig gituation or to
and affirmed b-‘;l s\;ccnot helped to ease Governments
Proclamations—hav

ir Rulers,
allav the anxieties of the States or thei

or people.” al opinion obtained from

. he le o foun

The Princsand Stts fried 17 0 1L 00" v, o

:ﬁme Olf the mg'i:: ;:lrlt!ilglrxllarly to acceite il;fi};az States Committee,
emselves una

i itish
] - . tion by th: . and Bri
Ciples enunciated in this comiecmatter with the Yxcetr];)g’t Y ur Treaty
and have already taken up t ‘:he basic recognition

; . with the Crown

overnment. Startmtg b‘:l:tspecte& that th:gtﬁcl,‘:ity without 0111;!.‘

lghts exxit i‘;ndt::::zferred to anyd-(f)iﬂzlelc;nly with our free assent;
and canno e : 1me

; )
i be mo ol ive machinery ar
agreement ; and fhtat ;}le{‘hgazxisting admmlszl;sttl:;’ and indeeda:
ree developmen sooth working of the ne;: Jaint that our T'lt‘eha};
essential for the sm open matter of co Ps this point, for 1
S0y system.: It is an Bi. I need not stres ity than the Viceroy
ights have heen 1,x}frl(111g§ n authori Ivii hts of the States
2 Govornay (ot f Tndia that the e cases an arbitrsry
and Goveruor-GeHe}:ad upon, and that 1n 8 into being. The tm;e
ave been encro-:l“ eli ti('[:ll practice has Comean be decided ez par .
ody of usage an 'Eoe- of this importancehcthe utmost 1mP°rtan:
g osed when issu We therefore attac with full powers t0
B St e U e,
€ establis

: owers regarding
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to our 1

; ghts and obligati

18 another poj . gations guarant

which the Ilﬁﬁﬁ,“’f I ,n.ees not Iaelfgu:" mfier‘('ml'. Treaties. ~This

8 of political thought ir; ﬁ:l:t ﬁﬂ Ia J)rinciple to
. ia i

wl??cththel‘r full supporl:. mN};:re’wi

arise concerning the i)u’rely

L of t ;
That will be of o Ihe States their case should not go by default
: 11 ¢ 3 ault.

1d once again i
like to b ;
tude for that g ; express og 4 © e associated in &
great Viceroy, Lord Irwlilr: de%[‘)ypa ?l?;;xr:ttil(:n and grat-
: ' at it will be

Impossible for
pations, to give adequa 1id these prave pre-occu-

affecting th
A e States whj
w . 1C
rels;lsCh e will be direct] . v to dav decisi
A ons some of us press ¥ Tesﬁ)onmble to the Cro ision, and for
V(_)unml, to work with th or ?,3PF0intment of an For these
iceroy of the day. Thj e Political Secretary an Indian States
fication of those admi irdly, there will be the and to advise the
cone nlstrgt:;e Ifluestions whi:;fegxzor fthe clasel
require th st e Indian ¢ re of common
further on the :mI:]Tivmns consent of utnheg t%ttest‘ This classification
need safeguardine : a: tFidemtion there are O:he;: issAS wehgd;an(ic{
; v ues which wi

our mai e are in
n concern to-day. the nature of details they are not

With thi .
d 18 contributi
one. Before I sit downl?rx]n:\)/ Ithe common task before us I have

ave unwitti . ask forgi :
fpeech? 1 anngly Eiven offence to "giveness if, as an old soldier,
nﬁ-Empel‘Or and (Il)eve(t' by, one tho“gﬁt——serv:Y any bluntness of
of the Moguls, when }? ton to my Motherland ii to my beloved
erowded life placed hiaefzztt out on the “f"OWn.ing alzlar, tthe gre?tﬁst
- in 4 venture of his

(X1 Skl

ith malice ;
firmness in the p towards none; with charity for all ith
] ; wit

' ® right, as God gi
strive on to finish the work ;’l‘}atgl‘:_’zsaus to see the right, let us
Tre ln.” »

Mr. Ja
yakar: T did .
early stage of the deb(at:,(’ta :spect to be called upon at such an

l'epresentmg as I d

of th i o the youn h

Howeietrhl eSeil speakers RET generation, I was to be the last

> ", & . .

I shall accept vouy tarpe commanded me to India Delegation.
ou a few sentiment “}Vltatl()n in the sense t}nts eak at this stage
ndia who are lookixsl rom the point of view of th shall put before

g on the Round Table Confele'e‘:;(c):ng? mellll .
e.  You have

RPN

been told by my esteemed friend, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, under
Y | forence has been convened.

}vhat circumstances the Round Table Con >
remember the debate in the Legislative Assembly in 1924, when
the most important political party 1n India, over which my esteemed
frl;:nd Pandit Motilal Nehru presided, passed a r_esolutmn:—-:m
1924 and 1925, two successive years—calling the attention of British
'itatesmeu to the desirability of holding a round table conference.

t may surprise British statesmanship that the very men who then
desired the holding of a round table conference are to-day averse
to attending the session of that round table conference. To me
it is no wonder, and it is one instance 0 what an esteemed country-
man of mine, the late Mr. Gokhale, said many yesrs ago very
pithily: ** On all the portals of the Government of India is written
1n large letters the words ‘ Too late . What would have.satlsﬁed
India in the vear 1924 is not satisfying India to-day, and, if I may
say so, what will satisfy India to-day wi

ence. That is the lesson that I wish to pu
august as it is; and I can say with perfect confidence that we must

Proceed fast with our work, because time is, 88 the lawyers say,
of the essence of the contract.” I repeat, without giving it as &

threat, that time is of the utmost import i

11 not satisfy India a year
t before this assembly,

ance, because if India gets
to-day what she wants she will be satisfied with many things which
will not satisfy her six months hence. . ‘
Sir, I come from a Province where as possibly you have heard,
the greatest activity of the Congress is going on. I have seen many
things which very few have been privileged to see in the course of
their political experience. I say with great confidence that the
choice hefore your Government 72 India is & choice between con-
stitutional government and chaos and disorder. How you ‘will
accept this choice it is for you to Jecide, but it is my duty t(k plséqe
s Sir

before vou the extreme gravity of the situation in India.
tanding on the

Tej Bahadur Sapru has stated, to-day we are 8
threshold of great events in India. Whether you make them great
in the constitutional field, or whether you make them great in the

field of revolution and anarchy, it is for this Conference to deciq.e.
1 to take place in India,

can onlv sav that great events are going ake ]
they . ity, constructive

whether fhey are great in the field of responsibil
) hether they are great 1n the field of

work and comradeship, or W - ot
opposition, bitterness, hatred and anarchy—that will depend very
argelv upon what we achieve at this Round Table Conference.

ks with friends. I

Since coming here I have had frequent tal 1 i
used fo be a student in this city, many years ago, and I still retain
most pleasant impressions of my days as a pupilin the rooms of one
of vour foremost Judges in the Court of Appeal to-day. I carried

jes of my experience as &

back with me 25 vears ago pleasant memories o,
pupil sitting cheek by jowl wi nglish friends, one or two @

who i becom ¢ Judges of your Courts. A few bave
m have since become grea & Kyl s ourta. | Aad ? have

died. One or two have become eminent :
have become great Englishmen. 1 therefore claim to have & fow
friends in England, and talking with them I have discovered that



ree categories. I have met friends wh ‘ 1

! 0 sav: “ H, n India

. ::]'e N :ilglsmlpndStatl:]s when she talks of severance with Yh:aEm ire,
Bdependence £’ any of my Engl; ] ve

8poken of their fears nq follows: «p¢ (. give }g)l:s}t‘hef r;ie;;x:i sins:ll'

"3, ¥ou will make it a most

€mpty handed from our lahours j

Surest way of raising jy volume
Independence,

n this Qonference, 1t will be the
and iy Intensity this demand for

I i :
say, without any disrespect ¢, my friends i India, that the cry

of indepe is a ¢ - N
ery emapn:t(x!z:c?r(l)s aﬂcr“: of despair, distrust ang Suspicion. It is @
 thei xra those who have convinece themselves, by reason

of their past oxpor: ) )
promise o T e, 1 England s yn ric! to fulfil her
niy to take g l'e(.'ent ¢ '“":e had Several promises time after time.
Ticeroy's. ereat (I‘ecln‘%l)ellen(-e- this time Jagt Year there was the
- very "f'Eth?nt}xtxsiq»~x; ‘ }l‘j“- - Was they jy Bombay. Tt created
oo Fage a5t sm, I he idea of Meeting Byitjsh representatives
10 a man bre in)t}?é)ﬁe\?r ; tOIa lawger. T ere is a great fascination
to discuss fqcq to face W't,hﬂ:h o to come m contact with men and
o "iceroy’s decls;r . 1 €M controveysjy] (uestions. Ag [ say,
the city to whiep Ia {)Of at that time creqteq great enthusiasm in
another came " elong, but unfortunately one damper after
on that enthusiagm Many of mv'l(,o]ih'ca}] friends

wanted to kpow the Purpose for which thig Roun able Conference

d. e gre ¥, whose nam i 8 cheri
fl?gllft(ilo Iiu‘lvn]feif _in dlﬁiculty. e said, ¢ I z;wﬁital;a}l?bzl:f;m?;
at is theé)ur};c;se of tfhis thl)und: Table Conference. ~ Go
-Tence, face the mepl, to
:ﬁl: éﬁ;f{;:rposg ’of their labourg by being przginatngtasllfeﬂ}:xnd
e pan Ien]fe.' ]I M an old cricketer: believe in playing
come o but Ian? therefore accepted the Invitation and I gave
p v L would emphggie that, before e Proceed with our
ecide that Ipgdi, might feel
Purpose of the Roupd Table Conference.
pm-poselx.‘;l to make it possible

dan : Monwealth, 71¢ at 1

~dav—and | am sure my friends on my right wi]] ag,-te}:iyl:u dvgi‘ﬁ’
at is a slogan in which, in
[ r 16 annag ip order that 14
USIness men kpow it. The cry of

that England Wishes to give India

tactf ask for } ' i
comefxlly ask for independence In order thay
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. before me by my friends
The second obstacle whxclizg:s ::ﬁnlﬁ?iganz omanage the Army?

in England is the Army: mentioned in his memorable words, we

As Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru ., we
are q:’l;te ?gre?aa!a;leu:o lisI;en to any safeguards that may be sugg

ition ma

during the period of transition, in order that such fr:;s lziﬁ-priseg
be made more easy and more safe for both sides. ith a country in
that this talk about the Army arises in connecthnhW1 e could wish.
Which there is all the fi hting material for which on Sommunity,
My Muhammadan friends, the Indian States, my ov{: India is a
the Mahrattas, and the Sikhs, are all ﬁghtmglpe: I;vh.ich has con-
Country which possesses traditional fighting tglenof furnishing the
tinued over centuries, and which is 1u1te capaﬁ eh ting moteric] she

mpire, if ever the time comes, wit all the gﬁ ht?n talent—as
may want. You talk of India as wgptmﬁe;;lelf.g I a%n surprised
Wanting ﬁghtinﬁ talent even in deiietnr ;:rlgnds me of a little episode

that such talk should take place. reat Corona-
Which happened when Mr. Gokhale came here for the e was taken

tion, and which he was never tired of reciting to me% e e
0 one of your beautiful parks to see a review gmen they were,
Mahratta soldiers—and beautiful, tall and sta v;;ar e ey e
They marched past to the admiration of all ¢ Ge kha?e e ed. 1o
Women present and they were c_lapped. MI"& o Why don’t you
clap. Ap English friend standing near said, dmirabion for that
clap® . frGokhale replied, * I reserve my a thetr hirelings.”’
lnigl;ty .peoplé who have turned these soldl‘erst lint:ountry. Thoo s
That is the sentiment of the younger men mld lfarness T o e
Splendid material in the land which you cou rnes, sef; povern-
ouly instil a little sentiment, patriotism, courag.

Ment into their midst.

: ““ You are so
ird difficulty which was mentioned to me was Muslims
iviT};s ;h;;gnggﬁ;gugelves. You have your ml’x}or%t‘;?:h x;ard to
Depressed Classes, Brahmins and non-Brah!IiHéS- not know whether
that T wish to mention one circumstance. y sibly you have no
my English friends will appreciate it, because p Oiaveynot had that
m?nori{gies problem among you. Certainly yoilution of this minor-
roblem within the last 30 or 40 years. My so f common endeavour
ﬁies Luestion is this—:igitie thsﬁic%p%?iﬁgté%i%ulty will disaplie'ar.
; en : A rkin
Goil;-:l:ifmczugzl;{:ufiltlies of feeling that side by sukot;legaegfo‘ézm’ g
for their ox?e country, that they have a comther Do that, and
Common patria, for which they can all work 1:Og"(le‘htatt is my solution,
A reat dial of the difﬁcult_;;' viltlh?s]-sa?xlx)lfig‘ the present system of
sod the reason gersuggngylgés any chances of Working; ]::f?fg;firn;
fha crnment we kiny for our common country. Creafe a0 leo g
t}:ec:ex?sl?eoix:::ed gnly by giving India complete freedo

inoriti ther,
ini 1 these minorities togeth
form of Dominion Status. E:{?leefl ?)f the discontent which arises

:? oI haw;e ni(i]dg;lsgi;);};::.a glfhai: is the solution for the quesiion .c'Jf
present w
Minorities.
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Lastly, T come to an obstacle which has been mentioned to me.
It is sait{, *‘ Suppose India is given Dominion Status; what about
the Indian States? Do they feel like vou? Are they prepared to
tome into a Federation? Are they patriotic? Do they feel that
they are Indians?”’ The answer to that has just heen }'?'IVGD by
the noble scion of the house of Bikaner, who spoke hefore me.
4s Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru rightly remarked, the Indian Princes are
first Indians and then Princes. "Our deliberations during the next

few days will make it perfectly clear that a common patriotism
actuates them, ag jt actuates British Indigns.

Let me say that we are quite ready to do this in order fo create

a foothold for the Indjan States: we will not insist on impossible
terms of Federation. T do not wish to go into the vexed question
of Federation or g unitary form of government; although that
gnestion has been stated as the subject-matter of discussion, _y°“i
ir, have ve wisely ruled that we may speak on any constitutiona
qg:estion. Therefore I do not wish to go into that question because
that is for the experts to decide in Committes, I can only say,
speaking for those whom I represent in this Conference, and speak-
ing with great confidence andpassuranoe, that we will not insist on
impossible terms of Federation so far a3 the Indian States are
concerned. We shall insist only on such terms as most of the
Indian States are Prepared to accept at present. 'We have no desire
to interfere unduly at all in the internal affairs of the Indian States;

e are quite prepared to wait until they of themselves come into
line with our ways,

I remember 4 characteristic P
ontagu-Chelmsford Report, as we

years ago, this problem was anticipated, and in a memorable paraz

graph almost poetic like gn epie, the authors of that Report stat

what i3 eternally found true, ang what has certainly heen found
true in Tndia. They said that when You create these processes 0
reformation in one part of India ¥our cannot have anv barriers or
frontiers beyond which they will not 0. Create these forces of
reformation, set these processes to work. and the Indian States \.vxll
not remain immune from their progress for long. Tt is impossible

t conceiving of free Indian
€en or twentv years. We

s oW Processes mav operate, and 80
that in the cq

h urse of time Their Highnesses can think of an
Assembly in theip own territory and of handing over responsibility

to their own subjects. That 1S 4 question of time. We are a very
patient set of politicians in British India, and we are content to

aragraph in that memorable
called it in India, where, ten

wait.

We shall therefore not insist on im
We say to the Indian States is this - There are concerns of a
common character ; sjt alongside us ang thrash them out. We have
nothing to do with your interna] affairs.”” ¢ thev will accept a

‘ t of justice, and if all matters

possible terms, and all that

Supreme tribunal, 3 Supreme cour ;
which are in dispute between the Indian States and British India

* eminence and erudition of Lord Sanke

this supreme
. o referred to
and between them and their subjects, ca!:;c}:lrse of time a man of ¢

i i : as the
court of justice—over which I bope ' will.pregll)dii,w.::; ltol;lgmselvol
i to this mode of arbitrament s§y= s« We volune
Ingxats]l: State; -“gzeand with British I_ndtwtib‘:':l‘1 al by what n:m:
:: il e]{) s"lt th)cthe jurisdiction of thlsh 1‘t e dmitted, the, to
itrilsyc:;llean lis immaterial—as soon as that 18

. not
: I will therefore :
. tion is solved. jon; I leave tha
olitician of my mind, the ques 1 administration; ree of
Fnsist on tinkex:ing with their interna doubt that in the cou
to the processes o

: tic

: d I have no coubt e, is democratiC,

i {of Tadia i progressive, is free, is demo aad
time, when the rest ht and wrong base beyond the fronfiers o
and hazi 1de£s Oih"g;a me processes will go bey: no frontiers an
gersona rights, the

nise
gses recog
ritish India, because these proce

i i he
admit no barriers. rivileged to make to t

. T 1 I am P a8 we are
This is an invxtapont}::};cﬁn assurance @hl?tt(s)ogfiil; a similar
States, and let me gl‘,'ee no obstacles. I w1sho roprosent B ritish
assurancs, we will fra'xsnds in front of me W at many commercia
assurance to those Inqem aware, Sir, that ; %r:ve  fow friends in
Interests in India. Lo in British India. ave o llions of rupees
Interests .alre 'ntl stz:v };30 have invested millions
Commercial circles .

should be an
in British trade. There is no desire at all that tl;)z;)le at all. Alyl
ritish trade.

ial
; f the commercia ia. We may
nd of inroad upon thfht(:ghct:no do as mt’ze}trlllsatoihf;’dll)ecome domlg
that they wish to Gomition of the law 0 f phrasing, a matter of
nclude them in a defin matter merely of P uite willing to st
Slled Indians. That is a matter WO T ) Hhem an equal chance
definition. But I can a::ds which will give t tfiaem one warning—
b B Secept e eg et me, however, ® Rave enjoyed, o for as
w1 ritish Indians.

. o Oly the y A . there is leSS
that they will not enjoy thei m(;f)u%d that in therr sk!g ed on that
it wag enjoyed, on the sim i!;go olies they have enjoy

ights
. . : ; but any other rig
P gment than in mine. i Rcult to maintain, uite prepare
ground they will find e il romain. e nont intelligencs
they have as citizens ds. and I think there rotect all legitimate
i accept any safeguarts, SO opuards to X'in India is commer-
in this gathering to England’s main 1nteresthousand families who
iberests. I Isat}}; tr]:;a:re ﬁgve hundred or one for themselves,
cial. T thin e

ja to make a CAreSt he problem
send their youngﬁ' sons to India v a few families. The probX
but that is'a problem

ing onl; v inly commercial.
':ﬁggililfg with India lslﬁ?lle]:l,y who are only
of the ordinary manf;milies to whom I havelaation, then I say your
If you exclude these ith the rest of the oP“Want your productions
a handful mearedd‘!' is commercial. You ower of 330 million
Main problem in In latr and the COMumﬂgispa country in Whlc}:
to be sold in that fc"l“;‘ssgt’ in our hands. t ended a Conference 8
people is a gowe;ube sold. You haved.]us May I say that I 1;:11:::3
our products ca discussed. , , & con
ihiZhPImperiﬂl p,-.eferefn (ﬁev:vasof the commeTCI:l (ﬁ:czntented onef
that, from the Pou:fc}‘: better customer than
community is a m
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Al . .
1;%3' y:f:r :r:de g in great 3eopardv. In one city only, »iz.,
wanan: ¢ o Te British goods worth five crores Fi in the
. 0se goods cannot be moved, much less; I:tg)ld. Do

. is surely better for to have
:é a ncg customer, who can put his izgdoin his
than a poor and discogggx?te?iv:ﬁ:lt(:: o tf ouB s Boods, rather
er. I submit that i

of the other mora] fproveme.nt of Your trade. I am :xotp :o?;‘l’:?nz
because they co orces, like friendliness, like co dp hi

even from the p’(ﬁzt“;‘fd@ the terms of psycholbgy of th?gizfs_l ut
5};% absolute I view simply of material Interests, you should

ominion freed s
at your trade might pros;eg.m ) eminion Status, to India in order

intensified? Your interests are
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THE GENERAL DISCUSSION—(continued).

Plenary Session, 18th November, 1930.

H. H. The Maharaja of Alwar: The longest night seems to be
passing away and the sorest trouble seems to be coming to and end
at last. The seeming corpse appears to be awakening, and a voice
15 coming to us away back where history and even tradition fails to
peep into the gloom of the past, coming down from there—reflected
as 1t were from peak to peak of the infinite Himalaya of knowledge
of love and of work. °

From India, this Motherland of ours, a voice is coming unto us
gentle, firm and yet unmistakable in its utterances, and 1s gaining"
volume as it passes by, and behold! the sleeper is awakened. Like
the breeze from the mountains it is bringing life into the almost
dead bones and muscles. The lethargv is passing away, and only
the bll{ul cannot see. or the pervert‘e‘(l will not see, that she is
awakening, this Mother of ours, from her deep, long sleep.

None can vesist her any more; never is she going to sleep any
more.  No outward powers can hold her back any more, for the
mfinite glant is vising to her feet.

Mr. Chairman, Members of His Majesty's Parliaments and

h) 1 . :
Fellow Sons of our great Motherland, I greet you in these words.

I invoke the highest blessing of Providence, that wisdom,
strength, dignity and co-operation may guide our deliberations for
the service of our countrv. Remember that this Conference at
which we have assembled, has to some extent the destinies of 300
millions—one-fifth of the population of the human race—in its
hands.  This India is the ancient land where philosophy and spiri-
tuality founded their first home. It is here that they dared to peep
into the very mysteries of Heaven. It is the same India, which,
through its inherent structure being on true and solid foundations,
has withstood the shocks of centuries, of hundreds of evils, of
manners and customs. It is the same land which has been firmer
than anv rock in the aworld with its indestructible life. Many times
is one told that looking into the past only degenerates and leads to
nothing : but surely it is ont of the past, it is on the past, that the
future must be built. Look back, therefore, as far as you can;
drink deep of the eternal foundations of Divine Love and Spiri-
tuality that are behind and. after that, look forward with heads
held erect and march onward to make India brighter, greater and
murh higher than she has ever been. Rem.ember the blood that
courses in our veins. We must have faith in that blood that we
build an India vet greater than she was.

The problems in India are more complicated, more momentous
than the problems in any other country. Race. Religion, Language,
(tovernment, all these together make a nation. ‘-Ve.,\ see how in
allv in India. race difficulties, lingnistic difficulties,

Asia, and especi ! ce ( 1 : :
social di’tﬁ(-u]lties. and national difficulties all melt away before the
‘ C

ROUND TABLE
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uni_fyinF power of spirituality, Therefore, for the well-doing of our
hational cayge e must give u[l)‘ all our little quarrels and differences.
at our ancestors look down upon us,

e disease germs— iy, & physical

» My friends, Jat yq do nothin that will divide us,
i Fthe more, You'au
psychologica] moment the whole world jq watching
ned by drageing down the higher,
. a higher level. " T, make a great
India, lt)herefore, the_ secret lies ip Organisation, accumulation of
Power, but above all in the co-ordinatiop of wills.  Have that faith
) al power, firgt lodged in oyr soul, and then
we shall revive the whole of India. J,e¢ this be our determination,
es gxlga]in and again for the salvation
- ’ Seribed by any of the different
SC”Ptu?eS of the‘wm'ldg ead us g]] to the fulﬁiment of our aim—
" Na, the good of the Empire,
€ must now cope down to mundane 1 ion i
. affairs, angd Federation is
the question before us. I am not enchanted it} that word as a
T o nited States of India '
ore ¢ L ere are the répresentatives of twe Indias,
to-day each Possessing different religions byt united in the common
ermeateg throughout gy respective
We are united in th,e service of our
British Empire, of
- it 8y hose political link is
the Klpg-Emperor. The two Indiasare politi(:a”y sgparate‘ in their
to understand the source of their
i , . A ' i moments—npeen into
iyt i, G Tt e
. ) Olldated its organisats P .
conquering territorigs L i ganisatiop and marched forward,

exclon Compmly carved
N, exq
one-half of ndia—-called Briti ndin® Burm%oglo[::n;moounntt}fg
ered ugon Trez’xty Alli-
Indian States,
at the] Present day the other
+ond the India of the §
wrezltlegpcgmtl t'x;mgles come we shal] put i"orward]zu:l g:::tfi t(flfe §t0te,5'
ge o nee ;1 f’err::o}rlferf- I, rill content mygelf with stating that we
applicatiog | oot Tréaties Sel ‘;llo.new Powers but the practical
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i ia and all the
Proclamations and speeches from QueenB gligflori?arliament and
Succeeding Sovereigns of England, the dr this statement in twr
icerovs to the present day. I will conclu el ‘ ractice have, for
sentences, Usage, sufferance and politica Ic)l domains of om
diverse reasons, encroached upon these sﬁcre tra rights outaids
Treaties, and what we desire is that suc e1Xsometimes without
our Trei;ties assumed without our cousent,d_an‘ sed, and should be
our knowled;ire, may be frankly and opeunly 182:11: Treaties heiween
ecided only by mutual consent ; otherwise We know how sacred
the Crown and ‘ourselves have no meanlng‘th ir piedeed word and
the Crown and the British people respect 1 s re([;o aise the simple
% we have faith that when the British peop essulem%‘. Treaties with
truth that we want no more tha_n that tholsle will, we feel sure,
U should he observed in practice also, bt te v] sire that the simple
Appreciate that we make no new dema?‘dsi e
truth should be recognised and practised.

o . tatives
I now turn to British India. Tlm.se Wh(-) atle ]l)tlrtrslll);::ezre two
are perhaps best able to speak on this ?llgjectgrrns ‘¢ Eastern and
thernativ(zg, which I can beSt. define b"ﬁ ]: there are many who
Testern conceptions. Talking of the r: d it may sound-—that
bold the view—however prosaic or {mthfadg n States. I will not
ritish Indja may bedlforme(_l ag:};: é:tt':ilsnoéathe problelﬁ, }tlf)weve:
ocey ime in discussing ot the time o
logic};)l' g::iui:tl:esting they may be, because é‘ 1?: ‘é‘:‘,:raj as a living
e first day except to state (a) that it brings etuates the link with
recn cm{qiderale nearer; (b) that it P{’;féerov of India. With
the Ci’own ‘throu h its representative, the \f so formed it would
Hindu, uhaml;glﬂdans Sitk'h and X;)l(;s’: §It1& ‘el'i maintains in s'té‘otng
uestions. D necessitates
f::)tn 3: g::n‘;g;’g:;':ﬁ (tlrade relations with Englazgiiggttions and to
80 Imperial Armv to safeguard the Crown Sl army of the States
Pl‘otectpthe orts and frontiers, with the mtern: encies. It ensures
maintained l;or security and assistance in :ia'mfsg opulation, and it
Teligious liberties to every section of In 1(;;_11 pto ber past history
¢ & he tradition of India’s rule accor e to Federation, or
arries on the tr turies. And finally, coming to it immediately
th hundreds of ol The United States of India, mmon body to
:i'matlilﬁg‘e tf}?; t;rgglem of the ,Rl.,lersﬁm:;";g ;Illlea s(;xoortest and the
WOrﬁ out the Problem§ of Indl?. ’i‘his is what would be an
quickest wav to Dominion Status.

mdigenous growth.

in a little known
i is had its first seeds sown in resent
D ot }?ltﬁmllstilr" eCtl;)a:llléz Wood, the gl‘andfat}lllell:n(i)tf;azgg t{’le idea
V?SPatc h-Y as then Secretary of State, and v:; o tion and govern.
oflilﬁ:o hwli:h“ianguage being the “:ledﬁlm ?lflfyuc::ho strengtheneg
A bv Lor aca » . ulminate
pent. This was followed by has grown, which ¢
e this system has g ’ tatesman,
this theory. L([}_Tat‘gtl;[li{.r]ey Re%orms, where the lact:::ics orpania.
wet in the ol:posed to the introduction of demo
owever, was

thDB in I]l(l]‘l I‘ 18 f’()ul the tlnle Of MI- Montagu, that pBSSIODBt«B
.
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lover i .
of India—my country—that events took a definite turn towards

responsible self-go i i
fouponsible self government. Here the ironv of fate exhibits ,ts.eli;

by Lord CurzonfTO:}hIlord Ronaldshay’s book. this term was devd
democratic instituti 0 was no less opposed than TLord Morley to
stitutions for India. This T am sure will be genefal‘!y

acknowledged to b
India notg e 8 Western system of rule and, therefore, 11

a growth hut . . .
come to my main p(;‘il;tfl t{ﬁ;‘:t' But having said o much T now

British Indi , if this system is now acce ted by
declared al(::)a :l:et%]:n}wstl'methml for her advance, if ”"'tpis' a8
what do T conceive t !}m 1y of the British peoples towards India,
all that this inl\dvat'o be thg opinion of the States® We renlise
that one word, Frmn-ll'mp!}% in an Eastern country. We know
tion. We are not i{:ii\}_se, alone has originated communal fries
adjusting t vious how it has ereated complexities 0

he futur o< . .
States. There By e relations of a democratic Tndin with the Indian

meating down to tlf:rlt:‘::s' the proposition of this ideal truly per-
good of all, sses and grasping them in its hold for t

May I fr .
know of the *;)T;‘&Yt;tatt e with all good-will that when 1 first hegan to
lines, T was reluct ¥ 1Was chalked out before British India on these
long ‘way to Tip )::‘\f ¥ ,r,emmded of an old Irish tune ¢ It's o long
said enough. I1 h e However, when T have said this T have
I reconcile .que”a\e.thdellbemtel.\' done so; for how else coll
regarding Bri'ti‘qh lel' y the statements that T am going to make
administered on 'lnn.('m s future, and the other Tndin of the States,
sought in doino; clent and t.raditimml lines? 1 have certainly
said, this is th; ;r((:a,ll()t}l)()l)“]:l-r!ty or favours. Now. if, as [ hﬂ‘:e
goal which the Britis) at British Tndia chooses, and if this ig e
perpetually hefore B:'lt'pﬁnp‘e.h“v" decided to place definitely an
I wish British Tnd; G‘, ish India, let me say equally truthfully that
?hat the goal of Inda' ’mf1 speed. I wish—and most enrnestly wish—
ing Dominion ma labs reedom within the F,mpir.o g% a ;v\f-enwrn'
speaking, the Soonz tﬁ reached as early as pm,;n‘,h_‘ Personally
T that goal is achieved, the l;;.\ppic;r 1 sh‘nn be:

for who is the
. re of Tndi .
achieve her rightful I?]ai‘ae that does not wich our Matherland to

Understand . alongside the other «i inions?
the inherent“(}:ir.nv;‘é}t"‘7 ! emphatically state t‘;xile ‘il:tl‘::} ?:l:lllmlmve
within these };ounda:-(im that the sooner British Iﬁdin }qm:s freedom
own constitution thr es, the soomer will Tndia he ahle to have her
traditional Tndia Iml{!‘h which it can revitalise into a true an
and T would not be ¢ go so far as to sav, withm‘n anv |.Mimﬁm\—'
L hold “Dinionﬂl tﬁ tr]“e to mvself or to the land n% my ‘hirth cou

s e contrarv—that Tndja slmnl:]" achieve her

position on a f .
a tootin N A
the Empire. and R of equality with her aister Dominions withn

a fully blossome

. arri : .
Dominion Status a ve at the situation of
Mv aim in saving so is n°

other than that th: ‘iarl"Y as possible.
India co-operating whg{f‘;r Empirp.muy find a grateful Tndia, an
we are prond to bel -heartedly in muking th; : hie
k elong, something ev g this Empire. to wi
A united Tndi K éven greater,

est force in the a will be the finest

cause of our F and truest jewel and the strong-

mpi :
pire. Under this system 1 comeé
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again to the proposition, called at present by the name of Feder-
ation, where my ideal is the United States of India ”’ within the
Empire. We are assembled at this table to devise means and ways
in order to achieve this end by co-operation, and I am sure you
will not find our States lagging behind in joining hands in order
to arrive at a happy solution.

_ We are quite conscious of what it means. We know what all
big changes imply. It may necessitate at first a little more injus--
tice. It may mean a little less efficiency at first. It must mean
larger sacrifices on everyone’s part—the States, and, perhaps, some
of the majorities and minorities. But for our country’s cause, for
the cause of India, for the cause of the Empire, shall we stop short
for personal, communal or narrow-viewed considerations? Our
lives will pass away, but our country will remain. Then at least
let it be said we were the true Sons of our Motherland, India.

I will conclude this statement with these words. When British
India and Indian Princes came together on the first occasion within
my memory to discuss problems of the Empire, it was during the
War, at a Conference, where Lord Chelmsford invited representa-
tives from both Indias to discuss questions regarding. the perform-
ance by India of her duties towards the great cause that in those
momentous davs hung in the balance. T stated then that there
would be people standing outside the doors of that house to ask
what we had gained in this War Conference. I further stated that
my reply would he that we had come at a time when the Empire
was in need, and that was no occasion for demands or gains. We
came with the will to give whole-heartedly of what lay in our power .
for the Empire’s canse, and we asked for nothing. Indeed, that
was the time when it was our duty to give——however great or small

our capacity—of what lay in us to the British Government.

Mr. Chairman—and through you I speak to England—to-day has
come the hour of India’s need, and to-day British India and the
Indian States have assembled together for the second time at
another Conference in the centre of the Empire. Mr. MacDonald
is the first Prime Minister, in my time, who has visited India. He
knows her more intimately than many of his colleagues. We can
appreciate that he may not have a very large .majorit.v in Parlia-
ment. But we know he hasa tender corner in his heart for my land
as we, manv of us, have for his. We have no desire to take the bit
hetween our teeth and to run away, which means going astray.
Nav. we are with vou. with England, but it 1s now England’s turn
to come to our assistance and to help India to reach that position
bevond which we have no desire to go—India a sister Donunion
within the Empire.

We are erateful to the Prime Minister for what he has already
clearlv stated in his Guildball speech, when he said, < With the
representatives of India and with the Princes we shall be engaged in
{he same task of broadening liberty, so that we may live with them
under the same Crown. thev enjoving the freedom 1n self—govern’-’
ment which is essential to national self-respect and contentment.
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1

This will surely make a grateful India that will be Engl‘nd o
greatest strength. Then we will prove to the world that our con-
nection of the East with the West, that came through Destiny, bhas
worked out the great problems of life in harmony. Surely then ‘(’;
shall evolve a civilisation which may well be the envy of the world.
This ideal will be achieved for the glory of Britain and I.nd‘?'
Then Oh! England and India, as God’s great children, unite 11
that aim, and work according to the design of Providence to gro-
duce that result, which may go down in the annals of the world a8
the purpose of God, namely, service of His Creation—Humanity-

Oh! England, rise above your immediate political or trade
interests, hold India’s hand in her hour of need and make Indis
great that England may be greater; and, Oh! India, submerge all
your communal or political differences and embrace the hand ©
England and make Yler great in order that India may be greater.
Thus, both united in bonds of unity and friendship, fulfil that des-
tiny that Christ, Muhammad and ihe Vedas taught, the destiny ©
self-realisation, and through it the cause of Man throughout the
world. May we thus leave some footprints behind so that our pro-
geny may know that East and West, which were differentiated }:{
races, colours and religions, have, through friendship with England,

arrived at that great positi hi i - of God an
the pride of Ma%. position which will be the glory o

(At this point the Prime Minister left the Meeting, and the
Deputy President, Lord Sankey, took the Chatir.)

Sir Muhammad Shafi: My Lord Chancellor, when, on his returd
to India, His Excellency Lord Irwin made the historic announce
ment of 31st October, 1929, giving a more precise definition of the
policy of His Majesty’s Government towarSs the ultimate goal 0
India than had been done in the declaration of 20th August, 1917,
and statmg' that His Majesty’s Government intended to invite the
representatives of British India and Indian India to a Round Table
Confe:renpe in London, so that an agreed settlement of the Indian
constitutional problem might be arrived at, the two great organisa:
tions of the Tndian Mussalmans—the All-India Muslim League 8D
the All-Ir}dla Muslim Conference—welcomed that announcement
n the main for two reasons. In the first place, they realised that
when the Government and the people of a country are confronted
with such difficult and complicated political problems as is the case
n;)w in India, a round table conference. at which the representatives
of the parties concerned may have a full and frank exchange ©
Z&ew:. in order to brl‘ng about an agreed settlement, js the most
th:c lg’-ei.wa}é of realising the end in view. In the second place,
ot yrese 16;Vf! }hat. where.the political situation is so grave as it is
COnI; en‘ V,l ndia, calling for immediate solution, a round table

erence 1s also the most expeditious way of meeting the situation.

HisAllsldd _notw' that this Round Table Conference has been opened by
Yibratia“es ¥ }(l)ur ng-Emperfn- in person, in a gracious speech
ng with the love of India and with sympathy for the legiti-
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mate aspirations of her people, I, for one, refuse to believe that,
with some of the best brains of England and of India assembled
round this table, we shall not arrive at a satisfactory solution of the
problems which both India and England have to face; a solution
which, while satisfying the legitimate aspiration of the Indian

eoples, will thereby strengthen the link which binds England and
ndia together.

My Lord Chancellor, ninety-seven years ago, during the debate
on the first Government of India Bill of 1833, the late Thomas
Babbington Macaulay, who had taken a prominent part in the
preparation of that Bill, observed as follows:—

‘“ The destinies of our Indian Empire are covered with thick
darkness. It is difficult to form any conjecture as to the fateful
result for a State which resembles no other in history, and
which forms by itself a separate class of political phenomena.
The laws which regulate its growth and decay are still unknown
to us. It may be that the mind of India may expand under
our system till it has outgrown that system, that by good
government we may educate our subjects into a capacity for
better government, that having become instructed in European
knowledge thev may in some future age demand European
institutions. 'Whether such a day will ever come I know not,
but never will 1 attempt to avert it or retard it. Whenever it
comes, it will be the proudest day in English history.”

That was the glorious vision which the late Lord Macaulay saw
when introducing that measure in the House of Commons. The
dawn of the day when that vision may be realised has now come.

Unfortunately thereafter, if T may venture so to put it, the
British Parliament succumbed to what can only be described as
sleeping sickness in its relations with India, for we find that it was
not until 1861, some thirty vears after, that a Bill was introduced
in the House of Commons for the first time recognising the need for
associating Indian Representatives in the work of legislation in that
country. But that association was a very limited one, secured only
through nomination. Again the British Parliament went to sleep,
and slept for over forty vears, and it was not until the year 1909
that the elective principle was introduced into the Legislative Coun-
cils of India. Meanwhile India had gone on advancing rapidly.
The influence of Western education, the study of British constitu-
tional history, the study of French and Italian history had aroused
in the minds of educated Indians dreams which Macaulay, at any
rate, had contemplated when the Bill of 1833 was introduced.

The result was that the tardy measures taken at such long
intervals by the British Parliament, instead of satisfying the aspira-
tions of the Indian peoples, gave further impetus to those aspira-
tions. It is a curious fact in history that political asplratlxons dave
a very strange way of growing. What may satisfy a people to-day,

if not given in time, will not satisfy them to-morrow. That is what
has happened in India.
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according to the Oriental saying—of a pigeon who closes his eyes
when the cat is approaching him, thinking that thereby he is safe.

Fortunately among the British Delegations here there are at least
three statesmen who know that I am a Punjabi, and that we Pun-
jabis are not easily alarmed. Indeed, the greater the difficulty, the
more firm, the more cool and the more calm Punjabis become. They
also know that I have been, in the last 40 years of my public life in
India, the strongest supporter of the British connection in India—
8o much so that on occasions I have been called a rea_ctlol'la? l:iy my
own countrymen. It is I who say that the situation in India is
grave, very grave.

If a solution, calculated to satisfy the legitimate aspirations of
the Indian peoples and thereby to strengthen the tie which binds
England and India together. is not attained by this Conference, I
tremble to think what the sitnation will be. Now that we have
met in order to trv to find that solution, it is my business, as spokes-
man to-day of my community, of the Muslim group, to tell you
what we, the representatives of the Muslim community in this
Conference, think. Our position is very simple. To repeat what
T said in the Viceregal Lodge at Delhi in November, 1924, we want
aur countrymen in India to rise to that stature to which other

eople have risen in their own countries. We want India to attain
ominion Status as an equal partner in the British Commonwealth
of Nations.

I say we want India to rise to her full atature within the British
Commonwealth of Nations for this reason. Tn the new conditions
which have been hrought into existence, as a result of the wonderful
progress which science has made, and as a result of the world forces
which are now actually in operation as a consequence of the Great
War. no country in the world, however rich or powerful, can afford
to lead an ixolated life. The tendency of modern international
movements is towards the association of nations and countries
for the purposes of security. of mutual help, and co-ordination
of effort. Therefore we Mussalmans of India realise that the
British Commonwealth of Nations is there for India to be
associated with it. and to continue to be associated with it,
for her own benefit and in her own interests. That is the deep-
rooted conviction in our minds, and that is the reason of our
traditional lovalty to the British connection. At the same time,
it is perfectly natural for the seventy-one millions of His Majesty’s
Mussalman subjects to insist upon this—that in the (‘onst}tuhm_\ql
and administrative evolution of India they must have their legiti-
mate share hath in the Provineial and in the (‘eptm] Goverm.nent.
T do not desire on the present accasion to enter into the details ?f
the ¢laims which the Mussalman community has to put fm'fvard in
this connection. That is a matter which will have to be discussed
in the Committees. Some of our own C()l)]hl]“(—‘?S are a]rea.d.v con-
sidering that matter. and T trust they will he able to arrive at a
satisfactory conclusion.
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roblem of inter-Imperial trade, even the problem of Empire un-
gmployment—will bc! solved within a measurable dfstance of time.
That is my appeal to the members of the British Delegations.
Wisdom and sympathy is what is required on this occasion—that
wisdom and sympathy with which Lord Irwin is handling the mt\mé
tion in India to-day. To those who have been attacking Lor
Irwin I would say this: but for Lord Irwin’s handling the situation
as he has done in India, to-day the situation would have been ten

times worse. p

In the name of India, and in the name of the British Common-
wealth of Nations, of which India forms an integral part, and hopes
to be an equal partner with the other Dominions, I earnestly beg og
vou, representatives of the British Delegations, representatives o
the Indian States Delegation and representatives of the British
India Delegation, to realise the gravity of the situation and to give
vour undivided attention to a satisfactory solution of the grave pro-
blem with which we are confronted—a solution which, while satis-
fying the legitimate aspirations of the people of India, will at the
same time strengthen the link which binds England and India.

H.H. The Maharaja of Rewa : Mr. Chairman, I find that now
my turn comes to speak after so many eminent brother Delegates
from India have spoken before me. We have heard most illustrious
speeches made by the Indian Princes and by the most capable
British India leaders—leaders who have a command of law and
advocacy—and it will be a somewhat difficult task for me to express
the claims of India, and my own views, in any better language than
has already been used.

When T was asked to attend this Conference to represent the
conservative element among the Indian States, I was aware that
the occasion would be one of the first importance. I am forced to
confess, however, that the extreme importance of the occasion has
been very' much more fully brought home to me by the opening
speeches to which I listened yesterday and to-day. It seems to me,
without exaggeration, that a nation is being brought to birth.
More than ever before, T am conscious of the measure of the task
before us, and T realise that we shall require every ounce of wisdom,
patience, goodwill, adaptability and imagination which everyone of
us has to contribute, if these great problems are to be successfuly

solved.

T am conscious that a heavy burden of responsibility has been
laid on me. Tt must seem strange to some that, in a country whose
ways of life are so ruled by custom and tradition as India, there
should be no political party which calls itself Conservative. Yet
T helieve that there is scarcely one of my fellow Delegates who would
submit without protest to the designation of Conservative. So far,
at least, as designation goes, T stand alone. My task is in some
wavs a thankless one. Tt is made more difficult by the fact that, on
the personal side, T am entirely without experience of the public
discussion of affairs; and T ask the forbearance of all here, and of
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none in my loyalty to these ties, and in the sincerity of my desire

for India’s happiness and prosperity in the future.

Before I begin to state m position I wish to make one point
clear. To guard against possi le misunderstanding, let me say here
that in my approach to these problems I am dea ing mainly wit
those aspects which concern the States.

Perhaps I can best define the conservative attitude by saying
that we differ from other schools of thought less as to the object to
be achieved than as to the pace and method of achievement.
good car needs a brake as we 1 as an accelerator; a ship requires an
anchor as well as engines. The proverbial difference between
“ haste *’' and ** speed 7’ is a truth so commonplace that we are apt
to be impatient when we are reminded of it, but it is the function of
the Conservative to insist on the truth of truths, so old that they are
sometimes forgotten. Each one of us as an individual learns suc
truths for himself by experience, sometimes bitter; T merely ask
that we should apply to the problems of statecraft the caution and
{’9strnint which we exercise in the daily round of our individual
ives.

One of the most difficult aspects of the problem which concerns
us all is in my view the variety of the interests which have to be
reconciled. e are met, not to prove before an jmpartial tribunal
that one view and not the other is true, that one policy should be
adopted, one community or one set of interests should be favoured,
and the other set aside, overlooked or suppressed. We have to
reconcile all points of view and achieve a measure of agreement. It
is possible to coax into the parlour those who cannot be driven into
the fold. For this purpose the quality which we require in the
largest measure is mutual confidence. This quality of confidence
is & plant of slow growth. It is not a commodity that can be
wel% ed out in parcels and distributed. Tts growth cannot be
artificially forced. It grows in the soil of safety and it requires
a peaceful atmosphere of security for its nourishment. Until this
spirit of mutual confidence and goodwill animates us all, the path
of the Indian nation will be a difficult one to tread. I feel so
strongly the danger of pressing ahead in disregard of the health of
this tender plant, on whose life and growth our safety depends, that
I make no apology for my insistence on the danger of precipitancy
and the need for caution in our rate of advance. y

The Indian Qtates—I1 speak for the conservative element—wish
to safeguard their individual existence. They ask for gmarantees
that the changes in the Government of India, which are fore-
shadowed, will leave them free to pursue their own ideals in the
manner of their heritage and tradition. They ask that their posi-
tion will not be modified without their own consent, that changes
will not be forced on them, and that the treaties into which they

entered with the British Power in India will be honoured in the

spirit and in the letter.
It may be thought by some that there is a sinister intention
lmderlvin.g the request for guarantees and snfegnards——the inten-
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tion, to satisfy each other’s anxieties, in the confident hope that,
y concessions to the fears or prejudices of the doubting, a 11

harvest is to be won; for, by the confidence thus inspired, the
ground is prepared for that spirit of mutual trust and goodwill,
to create which is the real aim of all concession. ;

His Majesty The King-Emperor reminded us, in the gracious
words with which he opened this Conference, that “‘ ten years 18
but a brief span in the l‘i’?e of a nation.”” These are weighty words
which I hope will be pondered deepl by all who share in the deci-
sions of our destinies. 1 have singled them out, not because
would have the Indian nation mark time, even for a moment, when
the way is clear to go forward, but because I feel that, however
rapid the pace of development which the facts may admit, the dis-
tance that we have to travel is more than a day’s journey. It
requires stages for its completion. If I may vary my metaphor, the
structure of a constitution is so massive that it cannot be erected
on a fragile foundation, and it is in the laying of the foundations
that the greatest foresight, caution and sagacity are imperatively
necessary. If by the united labours of the experienced statesmen
of our two countries the foundations of a worthy edifice can be well
and truly laid, we can the more safely hope that the youth of India
may be feft to complete the building.

The state of India to-day is such as to bring tears to the eg: of
all who love her. It may be that in the inscrutable ways of i-
dence she is being led through pain and travail to a future of &o‘y
and happiness. I pray that this mag be so. I am reminded on this
occasion of the words of a great ritish orator, Edmund Burke,
when the fate of another nation was in the balance—‘‘ I think,’” he
said, ‘“ we ought to inaugurate our discussions on this subject with
the ancient invocation of the Church, ° Sursum Corda *—* Lift up
your hearts’ *’ and I conclude my speech with some memorable
words of his—* Magnanimity in politics is not seldom the truest
wisdom, and a great Empire and little minds go ill together.”’

Lord Peel: No one is more sensible than myself of the profound
interest and importance of this Conference; and I think no man
can contemplate without emotion this assembly here of so many
representatives of Tndia. with the Princes and the British Delega-
tions, gathered together in this old Palace of St. James in order to
deliberate on these great questions affecting the constitution and the
future of India. Indeed, I feel in listening to the speeches of my
old colleagues, the Maharaja of Alwar and Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru,
as if we were back again, seven or eight years ago, to the time when
we were colleagues in an Imperial Conference, and when we battled
together and fought together—I believe not unsuccessfully—for the
further recognition of the position of Indians in the Dominions and
elsewhere.

I think and T know that those gentlemen and others who know
me will not imagine that T am lacking in sympathy with the ideals
and aspirations that have been expressed here and in India, and in
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expressed most passionately their own aspirations,
May I interpolate this, and may I say first of all how extremely
i e heard, from the Maharaja of

: nservatives and Conservatism.
They hold on to what is best in the

' past, and they look forward to
what is best in the future; and, at

the same time, with a lack of
arrogance, which I hope you will note, we do not claim to have a
monopoly of all the virtyes.

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru made some observations about the interest
of Members of Parliament i, Indian affairs and about the very small
number of men whe control matters both here and in India. There
seemed to he implied in his observations the suggestion that, while

many Members of Parliament knew very little about India, there
was not a deep and

) d profound interest among the people of this
country in the affairs and in the future of India, and in their
connection with India.

Speaking in the presence of Members of Parliament T would not
lie to suggest that there are those outside who know more about
political affairs than they do; but T do assure vou of this—and it
would be a great mistake for anybody in this assembly to form @
contrary impression—that the pride of Englishmen in ‘the histm:_v
of their achievements and of their connection with India, and in

the future of India, is deep and profound. Do not let any man go
away from this assembly with the impression that the interest, the
pProfound and even instructed interest, in Indian affairs is confined
to half a dozen men in Parliament or in the Services,

T comment for a mo

ment, if T may, on the observation made by
r. Jayakar, because T wish to hang

. a remark upon it. His obser-
vation was to the effect that England’s main interest in India is
commercial. He said “ There

are 500 or 1,000 families who send
their younger sons to India to make a

career for themselves.”’ Here

again, though T have no doubt he did not intend it, T seemed to
note ‘ iatory of those great Services which
h, in s0 many cases, a selfless
ndian causes. " May [ say that
that observation. Like others, mv own family
J have devoted themselves to

i k it a pity, when we are gathered here
10ns of these countries, that we should say
depreciate, to however small an extent, what
en the devoted services g
of my tountrymen in the building up of India. Anyhow, T can

hat no observation of mine will depreciate the

1 by Indians to the Empire, 7| know, and T ean
speak not merely for

: a Party in this, but on behalf of my country-
men, that, whatever may be the constitutiong] issues, they feel most
strongly and most deeply the contributions that India has made

has sent out many
the cause of Tndia’ and T thin
to talk about the velat
anything that would

rance of direction.” e
T thin e
. - those words, because b not men-
I lay "p.emal- St‘mi:le“';:llitical cireles in Ingl:ﬁet'sl’m}:lag'e regarde
en, t-ertaml." lnis?::terpretation of then:l' ‘u;s the 'mfement Of the.
tioned here, tuolfuth e goal as the same thing
the statemen .




58

immediate purpose. Criticisms of statements as bad faith or breach
of faith are often very easy to make, and, even though denied, travel
far, and I wish to state here that there is no promise in that state-
ment of the immediate translation into fact of the full measure of
Dominion Status, and that it is pointed out there as a goal which
may be attained in a swifter way or in a shorter time iﬁhingﬂ qo
weﬁ with the political development of India, and therefore, while
we are united on the goal, we may, as the Maharaja stated, differ
as to the pace or rapidity with which we may attain that goal.

Now I have one or two things to say, if you will allow me to say
them to you, on the recent events in India which have, to some
extent, disturbed and harassed and upset the more conservative
bodies or conservative opinion in this country. I have to say 80,
because, unless we deal frankly with these matters, we cannot
really form a conception of the attitude which Parliament may
adopt towards subsequent Bills. In many ways conservative
feelm.g has been deeply moved by recent events in India. It has
been deeply disturbed by the great non-co-operation movement.
Conservatives have never believed that non-co-operation on a h:ﬁ’
scale could be non-violent. They have never believed that the
experiments, already tried in India some years ago with unfortunate
results, could be tried again in India with more fortunate results.
They are harassed also by an anxiety that, if we agree here upon
some constitution, and if the representatives of India go back to
work _1t', there is a Ylarty. a very strong party and an organised
party, in India which will, as it were, wrest the opportunity from
the hands of those who are here, and will merely use those powers

that are granted, for furthering their own separatist and independ-
ent ends.

. We were told that that independence and those declarations of
independence by the Congress were due to frustrated ambition,
frustrated desire for further self-government. T am not going for
& moment into the psychology of those declarations. I will only
say that declarations of that sort of independence and separation

from the Empire have been made. T regret that they have been
made, but they have had some definite influence upon conservative
opinion in this country. Further than that, declarations have been
made even about repudiation of debts, or in the milder form—but
coming to exactly the same thing as far as credit is concerned—of
an examination

into the debts incurred by India to see that they ‘

have been pr0£erl_v incurred.

that that has i unate effect among the commercial
and trading classes of this country. Tt has given a shock to their
confidence, possibly made them rather more conservative in their
views than they were hefore.

One can easily see, and one knows,
ad a most unfort
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their.skin there is less pigment than in mine '. What are those
monopolies? I submit that there is no monopoly—legal, con-
stitutional or of any other kind—except that monopoly which is
obtained by skill, by energy and by commercial success. I say
advisedly that there is no single commercial operation 1n India
which cannot be undertaken just as well b‘; any Indian as by any
Britisher. Therefore I submit, without fear of contradiction or
challenge, that there is no such thing as a monopoly such as has
been referred to. Then, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru told us that the
Moguls were conquerors and that they became domiciled. He
seemed to draw some distinction between the %c‘)rsition of the British
in India and the Moguls in that respect. hat T am going to
say is this—and our feeling in regard to this point is strong—that,
quite apart from any legal constitutional rights founded on Acts
of Parliament, our position in India, and our services to India,
have given us a strong claim on moral grounds alone to be con-
sidereﬁ, a claim, which, I think, has not been fully dealt with by
any of the speakers who have addressed us. I am not going to
allude—because they are so familiar to you—to our achievements
on the material side, our work in the destruction or diminution of
famine, or the great works of irrigation, or what we have done for
law and order and the whole machinery of government. All that
long history of education in political theory has been, as 1 think
many Indians will admit, one of the great contributing causes to
the growth of that national sentiment to which sue eloquent
expression has been given in this Conference already. Therefore,
when we are talking of the British position in India, let us re-
member that we have been there now a long time. Do not talk
of us, as one or two speakers have done, as aliens. Talk of us
as those who have contributed greatly to the constitution and to
t'he growth, moral and material, of India, as those who have won
in India a place of consideration—of partnership, if vou like to use
that word—on account of our previous services.

I want to allude with some—I was going to say hesitation—to
the work of the Statutory Commission, because we have been told
by one speaker already that it has met with general condemnation
in India. I assume that everybody here present has read carefully
and pondered both volumes of the Report of the Statutory Com-
mission, and really I am often amazed, when T look at it, that so
little regard appears to have been paid by some people to that
Report. I am one of those unrepentant persons who, having read
it and studied it, consider it to be a great contribution, both in
thought and report, to the great Indian problem. It has been
treated in some respects as a reactionary document. I contend
that in many respects it might be called a very revolutionary
document, and I want to make .that statement good. 'Just take
the position as regards the Provinces. Take the question of the

roposed introduction of full self-government in the Provinces.
p4 delegate : Absolutely bogus.) will come presently to the
(.“esﬁon' of whether it is bogus. These proposals, I submit, are
?-ery wide and far-reaching. What is to be done by these pro-
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Pposals?  TFirst of all dyarchy is to be swept entirely away and the
Councils in the Provinces are to be furnished with exceedingly wide
powers over the great populations in those Provinces. Really th_:‘i
are not Provinces, they are countries. They are countries wi

20, or 30 or 40 millions of people.  Is it nothin
powers are to be fully transfe
and whose administrative acts

that these wide
rred to Indian Ministers, whose laws
will touch most closely the intimate
lives of these millions of people in the different Provinces in edu-
cation, in local government, in health, in agriculture, and even in
regard to the more disagreeable subject of taxation? I submit that
a change of that kind proposed in the self-government of the Pro-
vinces 1s more far-reaching than many have given it credit for.

Under these circumstances, iy there really anything inheﬂ‘"ﬁly
pnreasonable in proposing that, while the Provinces are adjusting
themselves to these neyw conditions, settling down, learning their
new powers applying the arts of government to these great popula-
tions, that during that time—not a lone time perhaps—these should
be no substantia{!change in the Central Government? I know that
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru said it would be strange if responsible
Ministers in the Provinces were to be under the control of an irre-

sponsible Government at the Centre. Many Governors of Provinces
will tell you that they are very little under the control of the Gov-
ernment at the Centre

the : W!lether reslpunxible or irresponsible, _lmt
surely at this time of day it is a little late to talk of irresponsible

governments? All Governments, whatever their form, are very well
aware of, and are extremely sensitive to the opinions, the thousand

and one sympathies and interests and movements of thought, which
govern them, as they govern more technically responsible Govern-
ments, v

take the question of police, Many must
very great
‘ ‘ y1 ¥ in this country but also by some
of the Governments in India. While we have every hope that what
Was suggested by Sir Muhammad Shaf; may come to pass, and that,
with agreement, all these ol difficulties and communal troubles may
disappear, yet we must at the same time be well aware that, even
m the last few years, we have seen most unfortunate exhihitions of
communal troubleg; and that there are some people who think
that perhaps'that mpartiality, which European or British control
over the .pn]we. can give, may be of some advantage. Possibly
conservative opinion may t nt put too high a value on
the ler')gt.h. of time during which some countries have enjoyed repre-
:zntatwe mstitutions, anq may think that the habits acquired by
vegste eoﬂntrles can only he a.ttainml by the long experience of
vears. It may be that they think that those habits must be deeply
{9{:ted before ‘the fyl] strain of se f-government in a vast country
‘the India can be thrown upon them.. We have seen recently in
-0 g:il countries,, where parlmmentar,\' institutions have heen too
rapidly set up, that they have failed and withered because thev
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to get an organised unity in India except on some federal basis. It
certainly would be one of the most remarkable Federations
history. You have had federal government with the grant of powers
from the Centre to the units, and on the other hand units seeking to

t more power. Here you would have the movement both ways,
%:th from the States and from the Centre to the Provinces.

Of course, many grave questions remain to be considered—the
question of what should be the ‘rowers of the Central Government,
and whether those powers should be equal as regards the Provinces
and the States, or whether, as regards the States, the powers of
the Central Government should be greater than as regards the
Provinces whether on the basis of that, you can construct assemblies
and constitutions which would give full play to the different feelings
and claims of the Provinces and of the States.

We have listened very carefully to the claims made by the Princes
for their States, and everyone will see that great problems arise in
the attempt, it may be, to harmonise the interests in this way of
Princes and of Provinces. I will not say a word ahout the ‘* resi-
duary powers ''—that is one of those phrases so dear to constitutional
lawyers—which may, perhaps, disappear altogether and be found
to have been divided equally, or in some proportion, between the
States and the Provinces,

I argue, therefore, that though many problems have got to be
faced, yet so fruitful is this idea that it would he a misfortune if
anyhow some of the foundations for carrying out that idea could
not be laid in this Conference; because what one is afraid of is
this—that when you set up institutions in a country they temd to

ather round them sentiment, feeling, knowledge, sympathy and
interest which, once they are started, are hard to bend away from
the course on which they were started. Therefore if we really do
want, as T believe this great assembly does want, to exhibit its
sympathy in practical action, for these great constitutional changes
leading 1n a federal direction, I submit that our minds should work
in that direction—that we should attempt not only to do nothing
contrary to the federal idea, as the Report of the Statutory Commis-
sion suggests, or as the Government of India’s Despatch suggests,
but we should attempt perhaps to lay some stones immediately on
which that great federal idea can be built.

India indeed is amazing in the extent and in the variety of its
resources, in the beauty of its scenery, in the contrast of its races
and its religions and its peoples T do not think it is merely a
dream to suggest that that variety and that contrast within a unity
should he reflected in the great constitution combining Provinces
and Princes together in one common whole.

I have made some criticisms. T have had to say something
about conservative opinion in this country, about provincial deve-
lopments and the question of development at the Centre; but T
should like to affirm in my last few sentences that at the same time
there is no one who feels more strongly than I do, and I believe the

. impressed perhaps by the fleeting and the transito
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Party also, the vast importance of bringing India, sooner or later,

processes quicker or slower as the case may be, into its equal
part in the great community of the British Commonwealth. I
am not one of those who can see the British Empire, with its great
constituent nations, without India in it. I am certain the loss
would be great to that Commonwealth of Nations. I am equally
certain—I am _confident—that the loss would be great to India as
well. 'We can be of great use and service to each other. I say, speak-
ing here to so many representatives of India, that the contribution
which they can bring in thought, in knowledge not merely on the
material side but on the spiritual side as well, will enormously
enrich the content of what may be in the future the community
of British Nations. It is the very variety, which we find in India,

from the other Dominions which constitutes the great attraction
for the resources of constructive statesmanship.

In this strange world where, as we grow older, we are more

] ar ry aspect of
things than by permanence and stability, T trust that this fruitful
vision of unity may endure—and may endure so long as human
hearts beat to the music of noble causes. All men’s imaginations
are stirred by high conception to great achievement.

H.H. The Chief of Sangli: Mr. Chairman, I associate myself
whole-heartedly with the speakers who have preceded me in their
expression of sympathy and devotion to His Majesty the »
of the sympathy of the Ruling Princes and Chiefs of India with
the aspirations of British India, and of hope and faith that, in
the solution of the issues which confront us, we shall be animated
by the goodwill, patience and wisdom which His Majesty com-
mended ; and in doing so I feel sure I am echoing the sentiments
of those who no less than others are amongst the Rulers of States.

As regards the main question that we are discussing to-day,
namely, whether the future constitution of India should be unitary
or federal, Their Highnesses who have spoken before me have
already shown that a United and Greater India can only be created
with the consent and association of the sovereign States of India
with the Government of British India. I need not therefore deal
with that point. I would only say that if Federation be agreed
upon, those whom I re{)resent would be willing to assist in the
achievement of the goal.

At this stage, it might be well to state in broad outline the
problem of the smaller States. Their essential features are identi-
cal with those of the other States, namely, (1) they are not British
territory ; their subjects are not British subjects; and. t.hey are not
governed by the law of British India; and (2) the British Crown is
responsible' for their external relatlons and .terr'ltorxal. integrity.
They all manage their internal affairs and maintain their troops or
police forces, except the very small estates and jagirs. Tor inter-
national purposes the territories of these States are in the same
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position as those of British India, and their subjects are in the
same position as British subjects. These facts establish that their
rights, and indeed their interests, are identical with those of the
rest of the States. It will thus be plain that the methods of All-
India co-operation that may be devised by the Conference would
apply to these States. It is true that some of the States—especially
those which are included in the group known as '‘ estates, jagirs
and others ”’—are very small, and their cases will require investi-
gation in order to fit them into the scheme that may be ultimately

framed in order that they may enjoy all its benefits in common
with the rest of the States.

In this connection I may remark that the importance of the
smaller States is not to be judged by the size of individual units
but by the aggregate figures of their area and population, their
widespread territorial distribution and their large number.
would ask this House to remember that, if a little over twenty States
be excepted, no one of the remaining States has a population ex-
ceeding half a million; and vet they include in their number States
which have as ancient a lineage, as proud a history, as large a
jurisdiction and as rich potentialities of development as any other.

hey further share in the general political awakening, the stir-
rings of new life and new hopes—or, in His Majesty’s words, ** the
quickening and growth in ideals and aspirations ’—which charac-
terise the whole country, and thev are animated by the common
ideal of being placed firmly on the road to the political stature
which is their due. The fact that His Majesty The King-Emperor
has emphasized the wisdom of paying due regard to the just claims
of minorities at once shows his deep interest in them and inspires
the hope that the legitimate claims of all States, regardless of size,
will receive due recognition, and that at this birth of a new history,
the foundations will be well and truly laid, and an enduring union
of the States and British India will be brought into being.

Sir Hubert Carr: Mr, Chairman, it is obvious that the section
of the British India Delegation to which T belong approaches this
question from rather a different standpoint to that of many of the
previous speakers. T feel strongly, however, that although we are
racially separated we are united in a desire for the welfare and
progress of India. Tt would be absurd for me to suggest that we
have the same impelling urge in that desire as those who are born
in India, but we do have a very sincere sympathy with that desire,
not from any standpoint of superiority, but hecause we recognise
in that genuine desire that which we ourselves would entertain
were we sons of India. T think—perhaps we all think—that the
keenness of the desire has lead to India travelling faster than anv
of us had expected, and we are inclined to think that she has arrived
at the present point a little out of breath. We feel that it is a
most happy condition that we are drawn here to-dav really to get
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ernment, the consummation of which no one here can foretell, I
from some of the ?eeches I have heard,

am afraid that, judging
we have in a measure, by seeking for a fe eral Government first
before stabilising our provincial (tovernments, placed the

" 2] measure would be

before the horse. My conception
to give India immediately complete provincial autonomy and,
when the Provinces have stabilised themselyes, a low them absolute
freedom to federate with those States which are willing to enter
into association with them, and so form 2 number of federated
units which could eventually combine in an All-India Tederation
with a strong, responsible and representative Central Government.
I am aware there are some States which will refuse to enter into
this pact, and perhaps some special provision will have to be made
for their affiliation with a federated India on terms acceptable to
But whatever the decision of this (onference may be, I am
prepared to accept it, as a member of a minority community, for
1 am wedded to neither one form nor the other of government.
All T ask is that ample provision be made for the development 0
self-governing institutions in India and that we be given ample
power to deliver the goods that we are manufacturing at this Round
Table Conference; an at the same time I ask for the adequate
ty interests.

and statutory protection and safeguarding of minori
that already exists

By that I do not mean the sort of provision
i i e 1919 Government ©

in the Instrument (
India Act, which no Governor has up to date put into operation ;
nor do I mean any authorit i < from the Secretary of

s in clear and unmistakable terms

State. What I desire to expres 1
is that all minority communities must be afforded full protection
be it by means of a Magna Charta or in any other way, and given
a right of appeal to the Centra , if necessaIy, to
some higher authority agal by a Provincia
Government of this statutory protection, the Central Government
being armed with adequate powers for the purpose.
1d in the first place Prohibit discri-
ly, it should gua-

This protective clause shou -t
i minorities; secondly,

minatory legislation against ]
i i ices, and thirdly, secure their

rantee their )
adequate represe i islatures. Such a provision 18
guaranteed In other Dominions, and particnlarly in the constitu-
tion controlling the New Zealand Government. The stability of
a majority government depends on the protection it affords to the
minorities. This was in a large measure overlooked when freedom
was given to Ireland, with the result that an Ulster was created to

the permanent prejudice of a United Ireland. The demand for
been compared to the similar

self-government for India has often
demand made by Ireland. Let us hope that in its attainment no
Ulsters will be created in India.

It is true that in numbers we are on
minorities represeuted here to-day, but our
jnterest in her future destiny, and the part P

the Indian
stake in ndia, our
layed by us in her



68

defence, de
] "810
the future pment and past fortun
y are 1n no way commensun;‘:nii:ﬁ [:E pla}’ed by us in
e mere numbers.

Of the An .

< glo‘Ill(han I ‘

n our very bodies ommunity. In the fi

. that fus; b he first place. w

which in other India:s illlls:ion of Kast and West.P Itll::;.i’u :ﬁdr??rri::‘;:t
»”

of interests i e other Brit . :
Britain is ot:lr I}.:"zllltti:;:laud economics, misf (l‘:::lie xist only as a fusion
communities, our loy ‘in_d, and whatever ma\-al,ls gur Notherlsiy
connection between ‘ﬂi: ties are to both these e the case of gther
%mwf:h of affection oy find our truest ;..r elm e = the
appiness and mmmld union between them g B -
sibility and neithe entment. Indeed we a we find our highest
to protect us, r partly can disclaim “srfw;\;gur |J;,im respon=
urable obligation

Mo :
reover, small as our coun

part in th i
the old Jo?mmgl;::g of British

ymunity is. it he -
India, It it has played a mighty

Its milj 4

per cent. of o pany days to the (3 military services from

2 ur manhood e Great W 3 .
\fl(l)lrp('zralf!ed record., Tn_“’]":v ag.the call of Kin:,r;‘ r:\]he{] we gave ]0
obed; of 34,000, and to-da. Sir, we form 27,000 d Empire, is an
dience ~day, with India s;ethi‘l::t ::f &n a}xsglllll]\yy'
r with ervil dis-

protecting Briti 1 at all import ilw
itish ¢ : nd sandbags wi portant railway
Modern India h::d : ‘ags with rifle in hand,

munications, and | (__l"been truly deser

1 1heg : :
m that my comy 1 as a creature of com-

ing part :
> mn n]"kil -
akin Sl nunity
glle framework of f’h:"’:l working these ,(l,:::,‘ l".“ played the lead-

e e - = M ‘ -} -
Wm:l lﬂnd say that \‘.ith'::t()u.ﬂ svstem of "lml.l.l,':]c;‘n;)-n“' which are
d not have he my con . n India. 1 go fur-

¢ be YV community . Re

no N o« v nlt\' 2 s .
whwat?e' I appeal (‘o‘:\ﬁelloped as early or ':llf'.'« communications
munit am saymg. Iy al(l&IMll'Y to the hi‘if(;:\ m;nll)mpl'v agar
m n oy O i

W mo d1a there will not he § I\l:hi‘ o
. be found any com-

re steadfastly 1o

e astly loy

d, in a v loyal, e i

: ; I a word, more fylly more industrious, more law-abiding
: 8, r-abiding,

P than the A posse
of m ' nglo-Tndj 'ssed of the vi s
Britf:} people, T beg mu‘q:"" Community nndn'”ues of good citizen-
a bod b will try to appre earnestly that my in_pleading the cause:
imo['v of citizens as ]w:““h’ the value to t’i kinsmen, Indian and
pmtegt.COmmissi(m this Tépresent. Iy th ]e\fnmw [ndin of such
b BWinlgon .fm- 25 to @ ‘f'memunilv asks fsr Memorandum to the
asks that lttlh the rest of 'I:l:il:s' after which it tﬁm'mmr" ecoROTIS"
services b e number of ,,m‘ During this sha piepegl X i
and th te. not reduced t],p sts it occupies {, l?ﬂ period it merely
to enalt:l it be very lii)er aﬁ 1ts e«lumtimr‘;] o-day in_the. yanats
al‘g‘ei 2 e it to educate 9t v assisted Wiih grants be not lowered,
°F numbers,  Syrely t[i self and enter ”i!"ne!'nus scholarships
rendered 1 th A epoilom?:e dm]“amls are !m: Mghor secvibes 28
- v thig y military excessive w ne
shall. w; ion is ref oy sud “']miniﬂ'mts‘w‘-‘ I»:::-‘vi‘:'es
alrael'a vithout doy tused, we sink; if gy ¢, Dritish Empire. T3
ady s ’ 18 ] SRV
decisions one in the past In‘f3 great a pari i“g'r;mtnd' ki oigiing U
S now  hei 1a. Tndeed, Sip rm future as we have
» Sir, T assure you that the

and deat . ng take :
" literally life t'lln(;“d?::lt; Conference are matt f 1if
, for us natters of hie

.

Of late years our economic position has steadily deteriorated..
Nevertheless, so far as it is in our wer, we are endeavouring to:
make it possible for the more promlsing of our younger generation
to receive the education and the training which will fit them to-
compete with the members of other Indian communities. But—
and this is a point which I would ask all present to consider dis—
passionately—the deterioration in our economic condition is due
very largel{ to no fault of our own, but to a deliberate policy on
the part o GGovernment. The members of other communities are
now in a pesition to undertake ma»n{' of the duties which have:

fallen to us in the past, and particularly in that sphere of work
which hitherto has provided my community with its main einploye
t was

ment—I mean the Railways, Telegraphs and Customs.
otition of other Indians for the

inevitable, of course, that the com

posts, which we held in these and other services, should become:
more and more strenuous as education spread, hut we are suffering
under the dread conviction that, as a small and poor community,
we are being sacrificed to the demands of other more powerf
communities, and I repeat again, not communities whose attach-

ment to India is any more real or deep than our own.
If our experience of the past few years is to continue, then
And there 18 another thing

indeed, 1 can see no hope for ms. s

want to say with all the seriousness and emphasis I can command,.
and it is this: the treatment accorded to the Anglo-Indian com-
munity, small as it is, but with a record of consistent and devoted
loyalty to India and Britain, wil .hstone by which the
quality of Indian and British statesmanship and equity will be
judged in the future. We can be dispossed of all that we have
and truly ruined, and dispprsecl as a community : that can be done

quite easily. But if it is done, it will be done to the everlasting
discredit of the two countries to which we belong. T do not want
to make a begging appeal to retain as privileges the Government
posts and other benefits which we have enjoved in the past bv virtue
of service, tradition and fitness; rather T want to ask if it is not

possible to give us comething in the nature of a ** Bill of I_{ights,”
to embody in f the new Indian con-

the fundamental document o
stitution a declaration with all the authority of Tndia and Qreaf
Britain behind it, to the offect that we shall not be expropriate
tions which we have created

from our employments and the other posi t
by our labour and our cervice merely because we are partly Indian

and partly European. Tn short, I want to ensure that a reformed
Tndia will not result in a deformed Anglo-Tndia.

We are not hefore you as

an Indian community devoted to our Motherland but, it must be
admitted, under some suspicion because of our unflinching loyalty
and devotion in the past to our Fatherland. Our bitter experience
has forced us to the conviction that nothing less than that for which
T am now asking will be of any use to us, namely, a solemn decla-
ration in the fundamental document of the constitution that we
shall be allowed full access to all the work for which we are fitted,

heggars, but as guitors in a just cause;
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THE GENERAL DISCUSSION—(continued).

Plenary Session, 19th November, 1930.

H.H. The Maharaja of Patiala: Mr, Prime Minister, in risi
from my place at this comparatively late stage of the genera
discussion, I feel I have somewhat of an advantage over the
speakers who have preceded me. This is the third day of the
general discussion which, I am sure we must all agree, has greatly
clarified our ideas. It remains, therefore, only for me to deal
with those points which I think might be cleargr brought out, in
order to summarise what I take to be the general view of the
Indian States Delegation. / '

My brother Princes have already laid stress upon the intimacy
of those personal ties with His Majesty’s Person and Throne, of
which I and every Prince are so proud—ties which bind the Princes
of India to the Crown of Britain. These ties remain indissoluble,
in the truest sense, links of Empire. But I would point out that
they operate in two ways. They constitute on the one hand a link
between the Indian States and Great Britain. On the other hand,
they constitute a no less important link between the Indian States
and British India, since they bind the two halves of India, politi-
cally distinct though they may be, into the higher unity which

t is my

comes of common attachment to a common sovereign. !
earnest hope, as I am sure it is the hope of all my brother Princes,

that the dual operation of these bonds will play its own great part
in the birth of that United India for the achievement of which
we are all striving.

I make no secret of my own belief that the connection between
my own country and the British Commonwealth is one that has
been designed by Providence for the benefit of humanity at large.
India herself comprises within her borders no less than one-fifth
of the human race. If, as I hope and pray, she remains within the
British Empire, as a partner equal in dignity with her sister Com-
monwealths, there will result such a free and voluntary co-opera-
tion between East and West as the world has never known. What
may such an alliance not achieve for the peaceful progress of man-
kind at large? The culture of the East, like the culture of the West,
has its own characteristic contribution to make. It is for us here
to see that our strengths are jointly cast into the same scale—the

scale of justice, of progress, of co-operation.

Like all my brother Princes, I have been greatly impressed by
the eloquent appeal made to us by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, when he
opened this general discussion, that we should recognise we are
Indians first and Princes afterwards. May I with all earnestness
say how readily we respond to that appeal? We yield to none
in our devotion to India, our Motherland. But may I also point
out that by remaining Princes we do not cease to be Indians. Our
Order is supposed, in certain respects at least, to be conservative.
I should myself prefer to say that we are conservators. We
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?lredf ly conscious of the trend of thought in British India. In-
eed, I think that this trend of thought has in many respects serve

to modify in some d EITRET
8 degree our own institutions withi States.
At the same time, we beli N

Siy : eve it is not essential that lines of progress
:t{::hlsxille Indian St]uteshand in British India should followiexactly
: course. Each State, wi its historic o i 88
should, I feel, seek ite, with its historic consciousness,

: p its own particular fo M et SR
sistently with contributi I ar form of self-expression

ng to the higher purposes of the Federation.
ﬁal;(llmlm:éerin here say, 1 t_ull_ gurnestnless,pthm I deprecate even
obliterated by th to the possibility that the Indian States may
the Indian S{at glrxs‘lng tide of democracy? Mr. Prime Minister,
s more. Ien 1ave survived many cataclysms; they may survive
their Sturdv'vi :u:"Y'IV_l‘e}w, it 1s Just their strength and vita!lty,
which gives “{;”e ’ ;‘ tich has carried them through so many trials,
polity of India p tllmr f‘reme?t value as elements in the future
common affectio o o In those chains of common loyalty,
bind together il;r.at\nfl common interest, which, I pray, may ever
wealth .of free nut.litiix::, and India in the great British Common-

Dr. Moonje: T sho i
: should like t
my heart-felt gratefulness to e].o‘x)'d
ageous lead that he gave yesterday

nkly a i
broug]}t a"dc::tl:?é‘elﬁr. H‘_’ may }}e legitimately proud of having
Conference, and fo:~l ;.?",-Of sincerity to the business before this
, aving paid this Conference the compliment v

frankne

88, T cs . . :
appointed: he :Yl;“as}.?m:e hllm that in my speech he will not be ‘(hs-
of & man who ha ave the most frank, sincere and honest views
loyalty to the British Empire, even

S8 proved hig
{oung man and comparat: s life in doing so, when he was @

begin my speech by expressing
Peel for the noble and cour-
by saying that we should spes

s -
unning the risk of losing hi
ly unknown, and when he showed his

and si the Boer War. It is such a man who
rebel at the pressnt sincerely and may even appear to be &

I should 1; g :
made inm:iea]]i];ke et dispose of ¢

v - : : el
12 with the speach of ertain points which Lord Pee

Plained that TR, of Mr. Jayakar. Lord Peel com-
services of thpl,{nrt;n'],d'.\ akar in his speech did not appreciate the
heir devoteq Se]‘vi(?p io‘l{}]g British people who go to India and g1Ve
country. do not k;:o‘ ' prime of their life for the uplift of that
8ervices or not ; hut i W Whether Mr. Jayakar appreciates those
the British "1y Case T fully appreciate the services whic
an illustration of how I appre”

ciate their ngg:sglv{,‘h 1 may give
g e€re 1s a farmer in 4 village who keeps a cO¥-

75

He gives his devoted attention and his devoted service to that cow,
so that every morning he may have an ample supply of fresh milk
for his tea. I may also make a comparison with thg d_evoted service
which a landlord or malguzar pays to his malguzari vﬂlage: India
is the malguzari village of England, and as such I appreciate that
devoted attention is given so that India, the malguzari village,
may supply all the needs of England.

Lord Peel also complained that Mr. Jayakar charged the British
people with having monopolies in British India, and I was pleased
to hear the definition of monopoly which Lord Peel gave. If that
definition is correct and if practical effect is given to it, then I,
coming from the great Hindu race, have nothing to fear. Effi-
ciency, competence, intelligence and capacity for work, if that be
the test for the loaves and fishes of life, if that be the test for a
man's worth, I, coming from the great Hindu race, have nothing to
fear.

Unfortunately, however, it is not that. Lord Peel says, “I
submit that there is no monopoly, legal, constitutional or of any
other kind, except that monopoly which is obtained by skill, energy
and commercial success.”” 1 wish that were the fact. In the
history of the British Empire in India I wish it were a fact; for,
had that been the case, I would be the last man to complain, for T
would have no reason to complain. Efficiency, capacity for work,
intelligence, if that be the test, no man from the Hindu race would
ever have reason to complain or would ever have complained.

As regards the monopoly, I might bring to the notice of my
friend, Lord Peel, something which was written by one of his own
people: a life of Sir Bartle ¥rere, Governor of Bombay, written by
Mr. Martineau. He gives a history of how the Indian shipping
industry was killed and the present British India Steam Naviga-
tion Company brought into being. A Mr. Mackinnon went to
India, without means, as an adventurer, and was introduced to
the Governor, who was told that he was a very capable young man
who would be able to build up a great British shipping industry
in India, if the Government would only help him by a subsidy.
““ That is the man I am looking out for,”” the Governor said; and
a subsidy was given. Every help was given, and the British ship-
ping industry was established, to the prejudice of the then existing
shipping industry of the Indians.

I should now like to quote from the reports of the House of
Commons. In 1839 a Committee was established by the House of
Commons before which a Mr. Melville gave evidence. India
passed entirely into the hands of the British after the war which
ended in 1818, when the Mahrattas were finally defeated. Some
tewenty years later, in 1839, Mr. Melville said before that Com-
mittee *“ If British India were a foreign country, a ship built there
and navigated wholly by natives might bring a cargo of produce
to this country and take back a cargo of British produce: whilst,

being a British possession, a ship so owned and navigated is denied
. 2
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that power. The natives of India are excluded from advantuget
to which natives of all other countries are admitted; they are nod
only deprived of the advantages secured to British shipping an
seamen, but even of the advantages possessed by some of the foreign
nations.”’

Mr. Wilson, who is known as a great British historian, an honest
man, and a sincere man, and one who follows Lord l'egl s advice
of speaking frankly and sincerely, describes how the Indian 1-0t:lqn
industry was killed, He says ‘“ British goods were forced on 111'13
without paying any duty, and the foreign manufacturer en'lplo,\f
the method of politicai injustice to kee down and ultnux:]te y
strangle a competitor with whom he could not haye compete on
equal terms.” He further says that “ Had not this .been i.he_cilbe
and had there not been such prohibitive duties, the mills of Pais eg
and Manchester would have been stopped at the outset and coulﬂ
scarcely again have been set in motion even by the power of steam.
That was the position of the cotton industry in India and that was
how it was killed.

Now that it has been killed Lord Peel comes and says there 18
no monopoly, legal or constitutional, or of any other kind, except a
monopoly of efficiency. I wish it were so. May I say a word
about a monopoly in a sphere which is dear to my heart—the mono-
poly which is enjoyed by Britishers as regards commissions 1n the
Army? Up to ten years ago not one Indian belonging to the
fighting races, belonging to the races that established and subverted
Empires, and are looking forward to the time when again they will
establish Empires, was admitted to the commissions in the Indian
Army. The sons of such races were absolutely excluded from
Commissions in the Army. Ts not that a monopoly? Was the
Civil Service not a monopoly? Was the Indian Medical Service
not a monopoly? Was it based entirely on efficiency and capacity
for work? T wish Lord Peel would reconsider his statement and,
as he has given us a lead in frankness and sincerity, would recon-

sider the position and give us a further lead in sincerity and frank-
ness.

I.nord Peel reminds us, and sincerely reminds us, and very Rrﬂ\'el.v
reminds us, that TLord Irwin, for whom we gave very lusty
cheers when his name was mentioned here, has never promis
immediate translation into fact of the full measure of Dominion
Status. T know it. T do mot require to be reminded of it.
have not yet known any British statesman say, “ T shall take time
bythe forelock and be an exception this time to the rule of the
British be_ing always five minutes too late and doing a thing when
all grace is out of it.”” T expected that the British people would
rise to the occasion and say, when we come here to-day to give &
frank expression of our opinion, ‘“ If you prove your capacity, if
gou - prove WOI'ﬂ}y. immediate Dominion Status will be given
vou.” Tn capacity, in efficiency it cannot be said that the re-
Bresentatlves of the Hindus have been found wanting. (4

elegate : Of India.). Yes. Hindus of Hindustan, which is called

>

India in English. Hindus therefore means Indians to whatever
religions they may belong—Hindus, Muslims, Christians, ete. I
am glad the Delegate reminded me of that. I am not an English-
man and therefore T am accustomed to speak of Indians as Hindus
of Hindustan.

Now what is the present situation in India? Lord Irwin may
say that he is not going to give immediate Dominion Status, and
the British people may say that they are not going to give imme-
diate Dominion Status. We are not here to know whether the
British Government is going to give us Dominion Status or not.
We have come here as a mark of our consideration for the lon
standing friendship, the long-standing association between India
and England, to tell the British people frankly and sincerely—
taking the lead of Lord Peel—what India thinks and what is the
situation there at present, so that you may exercise your indepen- "
dent brain and vour independent thought and make up your minds
how to proceed in the present situation. The situation in India
I shall briefly describe. There are Indians in the Civil Service,
there are Indians in the Medical Service, there are Indians in the
Military Service, and their wives and their sons and their brothers
and their nearest relatives are taking part actively in the national
movement of Civil Disobedience, and are going to gaol and are
suffering all kinds of indignities and oppression. Young boys,
voung kids, young girls, young women, old women, old men—all
are coming forward to express their heart-felt feeling that the time
has come to assert India’s position and dignity, and that India can
never be satisfied with anything less than Dominion Status or full
responsible government. T will come soon to what I mean by
Dominion Status or responsible government. They are suffer-
ing all kinds of indignities and oppression. T was myself twice
convicted and was one of the guests in His Majesty’s gaol
in the struggle for freedom, in my desire to make India as free
as any Dominion in the Empire. If further sacrifice is needed
this man will not be found wanting when the time comes, as he
was not found wanting during the Boer War and during the last
World War. If T could offer the sacrifice .of my life for the
Empire during times of real emergency, T should be a thousand
times more ready to offer my life for sacrifice for the freedom of
my country.

British people think, and perhaps British officers in India think,
that they can put down the movement, that they can demoralise
the people. They think that by a display of force they will cause
all this trouble to disappear. The time has passed—I am speaking
frankly and sincerely—and that time will never come again, when
anv show of physical force is going to cow down the Indian people.
T have seen with my own eyes officers with police and military,
faced by thousands of people, children, boys, women, men, who
said: ‘“ All right, vou do vour worst: we are prepared to be shot
down.”” While being shot down they may run away for the time
being, but, when the shooting stops, they come again to do the
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same thing over again. In the organ called Young India,
Miss Slade, one of the daughters of the British people, a daughtﬁf
of Admiral Slade, who took part in the last war, writes as to the
ways of British oppression; how the British people are as 11'1';8
to kill the movement and how they do not succeed. I shall only
quote, without adding any remnr{s of my own: ‘‘Lathi blows
on head, chest, stomach and joints . . . stripping of men
naked before beating . . . dragging of wounded men into
thorn hedges or into salt water; riding of horses over men as they
lie or sit on the ground; thrusting of pins and thorns into men 8
bodies, sometimes even when they are unconscious; beating of men
after they had become unconscious, and other vile things too man‘:vt
to relate, besides foul language and blasphemy, calculated to hu
as much as possible the most sacred feelings of the Satyagrahis.

“The whole affair is one of the most devilish, cold-blooded and un-
justifiable in the history of nations.”” So says Miss Slade, _the
isciple of Mahatma Gandhi, the modern avatar, i.e., mcgrnahon,
of love, non-violence and truth. That disciple, an English lady,
says these things. She has seen these things with her own eyes,
and frankly, taking the lead of Lord Peel, frankly and sincerely
and honestly says what she has seen.

This is what is going on in India at the present moment, and
this has been going on for more than six mont.;l)xs and yet the move-
ment has gone on. As I have said before, when shooting does take
place people may run away for the time being but as soon as the
shooting stops people again throng and do the same thing. (4
Delegate : They should not run away). I should have thought they
should not run away, but let us imagine the difficulties of the pro-
geny of the races which fought wars, which waged wars, defeated
enemies, having heen disarmed and made helpless. For the last
80 years or so—three generations of disarmament! The Mﬂg“ls
came, conquered India, defeated us, established their Empire:
but it did not enter their brains to maintain their Empire by dis-
arming the whole nation. Tt is this thing that has gone right into
the bottom of our hearts. T could quite understand it if anybody
says, ‘“‘ If you have a rifle, and if vour opponent has a rifle, an
then you run away, then you can call him a coward.”” But cowards
they are not, because these people, seeing that their own people
are being shot down. return to the same place to do the same thing.
simply because they have not rifles of their own. That is the
erux of' ?he situation. The pith of what I am saving is that, if
the British officials in India think that this movement can
co_wed down or submerged by any kind of repression, they are
mistaken. Tt is impossible that that movement eould be crushed.
We have gone through it. My grandfather has passed through
all these troubles before. We know in our history what a repres-
sion we have gone through before, much more serious than the
present repression. We have gone through that, and we, Mah-
!'attag and Sxkhs. standing together have withstood the most un-
imaginable atrocities that human nature could think of: and vet
-

79

;md went on and eventunally succeeded in establishing Swaraj in
ndia.

The sum and total of what I say is this. This is the parting of
the ways for the British people and ourselves. We have been mn
association, according to my calculation, for a little more than a
hundred years, according to somebody else’s calculation about a
hundred and fifty years. It is the consideration for this association
that has prompted me to come to this Round Table Conference
against the desires of all my people, in spite of the condemnation of
friends with whom I have worked for the last twenty-five or thirty
years, and ignorinf the assertion by friends and co-workers in
private and in public that he is a traitor who goes to the Round
Table Conference. They say, “ We believed that he was a sound
soldier of his Motherland, but when the time for the real examina-
tion came, he was found out, and now we know he is a traitor who
goes to the Round Table Conference.”’

I am risking all. T am risking everything that is dear to a
man’s heart in this life, and all for one thing; for the some little
affection there is for the association that has been established for
the last 125 years. It was that little affection that made me take
risks in my youth, according to the promptings of youth in those
days, when I joined General Buller’s Command in the Boer War
and offered my services for the last World War. According to the
promptings of a more sober and a more advanced age I am taking
the risk of losing everything that a man holds dear in his life.
If T had looked at things from a personal point of view, what a
simple thing it would have been for me to be hailed as a great
patriot. T had only to say *“ Mahatma Gandhi Ki Jai: down with
the Round Table Conference,”” and people would have said, “ There
is no greater patriot than Dr. Moonje at this time in India.” But
T have risked all that and T have come here, and T am so glad that
Lord Peel has anticipated the promptings of my heart to speak
here sincerely and honestly and frankly.

Now that T have said all these things, what is it that India
wants, and what is it that you are asked to do? India wants
Dominion Status. India has an ambition of her own. TIndia had,
according to her own ambitions, established her own Empires, and,
of course, those alone who can establish Empires lose Empires. Tt
is not a very extraordinary thing to lose an Empire, because only
those can lose Empires who have got the capacity to establish them.
The last straw is being put on the camel’s back. Tet us see if the
British people have the wisdom to avoid putting the last straw on
the camel’s back before the camel’s back breaks. What is it that
India wants, and what is it that we are asking you to do? We
want Dominion Status. T am not using the words from a consti-
tutional point of vfew. When we meet in the sub-Committees,
then we can talk ahout it scientifically and constitutionally and
historically, but here I am speaking from a layman’s point of view,
What is it that India wants? India wants to be a Dominion
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within the British Empire, so that India may also be in a position
to own the Empire as 1ts own. If T possess a house, 1 feel a kind
‘of love for that house. I wish, and India desires, that, in con-
sideration for our long-standin association, India should be allow-
‘ed to feel that the Empire is also its own. It is in this sense that
1 am using the term Dominion Status, I know that we are
’aiﬁ‘erent from you as regards race and religion and colour, though
ultimately you and we are one; we belong to the Aryan race.

the present moment we are black people and you are white people,
so perhaps you may think that you and we are quite different, an
you may also think, being different people, *“ Is it wise to give
Dominion Status to them, so that they might afterwards stand up
against us and sit on our chest again to-morrow, and might do
something which will not be very pleasing to us?’  You might feel
that. You have seen the past history of India. If that had been
the intention of the Indian people, the history of our connection
with the British nation would have been quite different.

There are people here who know that three days after the Great
War was declared | volunteered my services; but, heing over age,
'nnfortunau_aly I could not he accei)ted. Then I’vulunteered that
from' my little Province T would raise 50,000 soldiers for the war,
provided that the racial bar to Indians for King's (Commissions
1 the A_rmy and the racial monopoly in the Army was removed.
If the mind of India had been different vou would not have receiv
that offer; but we said, “ This is a time of emergency and diffi-
culty for the British people; and it is not our comprehefminn of our
dui.:y. and of our consecience that we should create troubles for the
British pgople at such a time; they are also human beings like us.

as their own. "

here as a beggar. Tt will be a good thing if
Status.” " 1f ¢ a"Cf)"d‘_“_'f)uld say, “ We offer you Dominion
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body isolated and independent of it; but if the body politic does
notyreact favourably, tll)mn the foreign body acts as a poison fmd
poisons the whole body politic. Either absorb us mto.yi;)urse ves
so that we can say that the Empire is our own along wit ypui (zr
say, “ You are a foreign people, but we shall all.ow you to ml).a e
yourselves as an independent being.”” If something on those lines
is not dome it is not very diﬂicht to prophesy tht.tt that forelgn
body will be a source of immense trouble, will poison .tlu_a Whol.e
body politic, until either it is cast out or the body politic itself 1s
destroyed.

It is to tell you this that T have come here and spoken freely,
frankly and sincerely, and I am gratefut to Lord Peel for having
iven me the lead. This is the frank expression of a man who has

geen known up to now as a patriot in his own country. Now he is
called a traitor to his"own country for having come here. I would
commend to the British Delegations the amount of responsibility
that lies on their head. Tt is a question whether India shall be
complementary to England or ofpposite to England. In the latter
case there may be constant warfare, constant trouble and constant
repression so that there will be peace on neither side in India.

Sardar Ujjal Singh: Mr. Chairman, we are assembled here
to find a solution of one of the most difficult and complex problems
which any assembly was ever faced with. We were reminded yes-
terday by TLord Peel that we should proceed with caution. I
fully agree with the noble Lord that we should take all factors
into careful comsideration, but we must face and surmount diffi-
culties and not succumb to them. T need not repeat ‘.vhat. many .of
my friends have already said about the grave situation in India.
[ will only say that rapid progress may lead to some trouble, but
hesitation and half-hearted measures are bound to lead to great
disaster. We cannot forget that India at this moment is im-
patient and restless to breathe the air of freedom. This impatience
has led the leaders of the greatest and most powerful political party
in the country to adopt means which we all, T believe, sadly
deplore. But we Indians deplore no less the measures ado j;ed
by the Government resulting in breaking of heads and the sending
to prison of India’s gems, who, in a free country, would have
commanded the respect of the proudest nations. Both these
methods are a counsel of despair. This unfortunate, sad state of
affiairs in India calls for the rarest courage, wisdom and statesman-
ship of the highest order. In the success of this historic Conference
lies the good, not only of India or of England, but of the whole
world ; for one-fifth of the human race in ferment cannot but produce
uncertainty and restlessness in the whole.

Although the problem is difficult and its solution impemtjve,
ﬂ\erﬁl is nf ground for pessimism. On the other hand there is a
clear indication of a determination on th.e part ?f every section of
this historie assembly to find a ready solution fo.r it. By inaugurat-
ing the opening ceremony of this Conference His Majesty the King-
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The Sikhs—who were, I need not remind you, the masters of the
Punjab not many years ago, and who, since the British advent
have maintained their military prestige in the various theatres of
war in Asia, Africa and Europe, and who during the Great War
supplied no less than 89,000 combatant recruits, besides 30,000
already in service, and who still constitute the most gallant ele-
ment of the Indian Army—the Sikhs cannot remain indifferent to
their interests. I beg of you not to ignore the just claims of a com-
munity which is to be the backbone of India as a Dominion. I
need only remind you of the words of Edward Thomson, who has
written a book on the reconstruction of India. He says that, if
the Sikhs remain loyal to a federated India, the North-Western
border is safe against Afghdnistan, and if India remains a Domi-
nion her shores are secured by the British Navy.

I am anxious, therefore, to be assured of a rightful position for
my community. In fact, the test of a constitution is the ineasure
of security it provides for the minorities. But I am not without
hope that, along with other difficulties, we shall be able to solve
this problem in a friendly spirit, with a common desire to see
India occupying a proud position among the countries of the world.

The problems of defence and the maintenance of law and order
were mentioned yesterday as the big problems which presented
peculiar difficulties. T am of opinion that with the solution of the
minorities problem and with the introduction of a system of respon-
sible government, which might satisfy general public opinion in
India, the question of law and order becomes very easy. Indians
in general are more peace-loving than Westerners, and if their
legitimate demands are acceded to, the chances of disorder and out-

breaks are considerably reduced.

I admit that the defence problem is more difficult, but it is
made more difficult partly from the peculiar nature of India’s
frontier, and partly by the exclusion, until recently, of Indians from
higher ranks and positions of responsibility in the Indian Army.
I hold the view that India cannot be a full-fledged Dominion until
she is able to assume control of the Army, but that does not imply
that she cannot have Dominion Status and responsibility in other
spheres of governmental activity without delay. The question of
defence—and along with it relations with foreign countries—can
for a period of time be entrusted to the Viceroy, assisted by an
advisory board of Indians; but to seek to remove the control of
the Army from the Indian Legislature and to vest it in a foreign

‘body for all time to come is to postpone the attainment of full

Dominion Status by India until Doomsday.

What is immediately needed is to accelerate the peace of
Indianisation in the higher ranl::s of the Arm;y. It is inconceiv-
able that the right material will not be available, or that any
peculiar difficulties will present themselves in providing non-
British commands. In spite of general disarmament and physical
degeneration, for which the Arms Act in India is mostly responsi-
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