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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

ALTHOUGH the events narrated in this book ate to a’
large extent forgotten, they were the subject of bitter
controversy when they happened and they involved
an issue of first-class importance. :

The issue between the Government of Sir George
Barlow and the European officets of the Madras Atmy
was essentially a simple one. It was the question
whether the authority of the civil government was to
be supreme and its orders to hold good until revetsed
on appeal ot whether the civil government was to be

_Jiab#¢ to be over-ridden and overthrown by military
force. It might be supposed that to that question
there could be but one answer, but in a country so
remote as India then was, and in the midst of a
newly-founded empire, the decision was by no means
secure, Sit George Batlow’s firm and determined
handling of the crisis avertéd a very real danger of 2 .
military pronunciamento. g

When the crisis was over and the danger removed,
every attempt was made to obscure the issue. It was’
admitted that the conduct of the officers could not be
defended, but it was argued that Sir George Batlow
had hintself produced the very#vil which he was said
to have cured. In order to convict the Governor og
this plea, every point in his administrdtion, Hbwever |
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

irrelevant to the military dispute, was brought in as a
support. The controversy was carried on by letters
in the Press (generally anonymous), by pamphlets, by
personal intrigue and by minutes and speeches in the
India House and in Parliament, ’

The end of such a campaign was easy to foresee.
On the one hand was an absent official whose defenders ,
had little motive for ardour but an abstract appreci-

_ ation of sound principles of government. On the

other hand was a large body of officers who had Ioft

their appointments in the Indian Army and whosé

only hope of restoration to the Service lay in the
destruction of the Governor. No wonder that as
time went on, and as the dangers which had been,
averted became more remote, the majority J& the
Court of Directors, which had at first applatided Sir
Geotge Barlow’s action, gradually dwindledantd. as
last in 1812 2 majority was secured in favour of his
recall,

Barlow himself on his arrival in England in 1813
seems to have made little effort to obtain a reversal of
the Directors’ decision. To accomplish that would
hav.e required a long process of agitation and lobbying
which was little to his taste, He preferred to sertle
flown quietly in the country, and to the end of his life
in Dccember ‘1846 he made no attempt to defend
himself. '

He thus allowed judgment to g0 against him by
default and he could hardly be surprised that his
reputation has suffered in consequence.  Military
historians have naturally not regarded him with

N [vi]
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

favour, and others have accepted the general. view
that he was an inexperienced amateur who, in the
words of the late Mr. H. Morse Stephens in the
Dictionary of National Biography, ""fa’i,led uttetly when
placed m a Government at a Crists. 4
In the following pages an attempt has been n?adc. to
ascertain how far this view is correct. . An examination
of the history of the Madras Army before Sit C?gorgc‘
Barlow went to Madras suggests that the spirit of
fisubordination which culminated in the mutiny was
‘present from a much eatlier period. . The events which
led up to the crisis ate examined in detail, and some
of the incidents of Sir Geotge Batlow’s G.o.vcmors-hlp
were brought in to weight the decision against
Milce noted in the appendices. Alth01.1gh at one
Sk George Barlow made a mistake., it do.es not
.. : he deserved the obloquy with which he
was overwhelmed in his lifetime, \.vhile many of the
accounts that have since been written of his careet

been neither accurate nor fair. _
ha"ﬁne story of the mutiny is maigly drawnfxcrlomstlzc
papers presented to Parliament in 1810 an p ; In;
Some additional information has been gleane Br.r(‘) .
records in the India Office, from MS. in the 1:11;-
Museum, and from papers kindly placed at myCB
posal by Colonel Sir Hilaro W. W. Barlow, Bart., C.B.,

C.M.G., the present
Sir Geotge Barlow belonge

s 16st.
’s own letters appear to be 1ost.
Gef;yg :cknowledgments are due to Sir Hilaro Batlow

also for the interesting portfa;it of his ?.nccstoi:, yhxch |
' [ vii .
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

is included in this volume, to the C i
Oriental Club and Messts. Longrnar(:smg;it:r: ng (tihe
for permission to reproduce the portrait of Sir ]ol?t;
Malcolm, to the Honble. Emily St. Leger and to Lord
DoncFaile for the portrait of Colonel St. Leger rd
to Brigadier-General J. F. Erskine and the ngit,oanf
T}).e Comzoisseur for allowing the reproductio‘n ofr}(l)
painting by Raeburn of General Hay Macdowall e
In the orthography of Indian words and p;o
names, 1 fear that some lack of consistency willpl():r
founfl to exist. I have adhered to the customa .
§pelhng of the names of very well known places whirly
in other cases following that adopted in the o’ri inei
manuscripts. The word ““ Native ” instmdg af
In_dlan ” has been freely used, because it ;va ;
habitual, almost exclusive, use at the period to W;icmh

g::, :%Ok relates to denote a native of India. It would
een an anachronism in ;
e aaen . anachy style to have introduced

[ viii ]
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NOTE ON VERNACULAR AND ANGLO-INDIAN

TERMS
Battaﬁ:el:ln extra allowance to officers, soldiers, etc. while in the THE WHITE MUTINY
Cadjan : a ?ttiP of palm-lcaf prepared for writing or written on
IC)‘::”:;J. (fiﬁlectl‘ve) : [.)rg')duccd in India or by Indian agency. CHAPTER I
+ the prime minister of a native state.
Dubaéé .;hleizgirall)g a man of two languages; a personal servant THE BEGINNINGS OF THE COMPANY’S ARMY
ng-boy.
Durbar : the efccut}i\'c government of a native state. It is generally agreed that the idea of a drilled and
Godown : a warehouse. disciplined force of Indian soldiers or sepoys was first
Mamtlf,be'?f’ s boat specially adapted for crossing the surf of obtained from the French. At the siege of Fort St.
Monsoon : :hcrise:sooarf:i  bearing w David in 1746 the French brought with them a body
Nudlab : ; rin-beaning winds. of train:d sepoys, and the example thus set was noted

a watercourse, generally dry; a ravine . m. .
~ . . . b ¢ { {
~Pagoda : a gold coin, reckoned s cquivalent to 31 rdaees. and imitated. Hitherto such Indian soldiers as had

~ TY zi:t d;”ﬁttftally, 2 foot-soldier, irrcgular or quasi-military guards. been in the service of the East India. Company h?.d
Re!iden?-. tt:;: official residence of a Resident. b.eer.l known as peons and had beeq imperfectly dis-
native CoupD esentative of the Governor-General at 2 ciplined. “ A rabble of peons ” Wilson calls them.!
Efforts were now made to improve these native levies.

In the defence of Arcot in 1751 Clive had with him,

besides 200 Europeans, 300 sepoys who fought well

and proved trustworthy. The Native troops showed

their value in numerous engagements in the next few

years, When, in 1756, Madras had to be denuded

of troops in order to furnish a force for the recovery

of Calcutta, the question of rendering the Native regi-

ments more efficient was taken up in earnest. In

Y History of the Madras Army, by Lt.-Col. W. J. Wilson,
i.p. 19.
B

[ xii |
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THE WHITE MUTINY

1759 the Madras sepoys were formed into six battalions,
and the number had grown to sixteen in 1767. Sub-
sequent increases were made from time to time as the
needs of the Presidency required.

At first each regiment had but three European
officers, a Commandant, who was usually a Captain,
and two subalterns, and there was also a European
setjeant to each company. Gradually this staff was
increased. In 1786 the Army was remodelled and the
number of officers notably augmented. A further
reorganization took place in 1796, and this gave every
sepoy regiment a staff of officers cqual in number tO
that of a regiment of the line. The Army was now
divided into regiments, each composed of two
battalions and commanded by a Colonel, while the
battalion-commanders might be Captains, M\gors or
Lieutenant-Colonels.

The officers of the Company’s Army were at first
recruited on no very definite system. Some came
from the King’s service, being cither transferred 0}'
recruited by the Company on their resignation of thetr
commissions. Many were promoted from the grade
of setjeant, but the defect of this class, says Dodwell, -
was “their unseasonable drunkcnness.”? Others
wete foreigners—Swiss, Dutch, German and Polish
—and even deserters from the French. As the
number of regiments grew and as the staff of British
officers in each regiment was increased, it-became
neces§ary to institute a less haphazard mode ©
tecruitment. A corps of cadets was formed, som€ |

1 The Nabobs of Madras, by Henry Dodwell, 1920, p- 41

(2]

BEGINNINGS OF THE COMPANY’S ARMY

sent out with nominations from the Company in
London and some recruited in India. The latter were
known as “ country cadets,” and about 1786 the Court
of Directors prohibited any further recruitment of
cadets in India and declared their intention of retaining
all future selections in their own hands. A com-
mission in the Company’s service was now becoming
valuable, .

As the Army thus came gradually into existence, the
sentiment of military discipline gtew up. But in such
a force it was naturally at first somewhat weak. As
servants of a mercantile body, and themselves often
mixed up in trading transactions, it could hardly be
expected that there should be the same espriz de corps
as existed in the British Army. The officers of the
sepoy trgiments were at a disadvantage which was
only gradually removed as the traditions of the Army
grew older and more fixed.

These defects were very clearly shown in the events
which occurred in the Bengal Army in 1766. Clive
had returned to India pledged to carry out reforms
both in the Civil Service and in the Army. After he
had dealt with the civilians he turned his attention to
the military. The Court of Directors had ordered’
that the enhanced allowances, known as dowble batta,
were to be abolished. These had been given by the
Nabob Jaffir Ali after the battle of Plassey, and had
been continued ever since. Their abolition caused
general dissatisfaction. Although the orders wete at
first apparently accepted, 2 movement was set on foot
among the officers to force the Government’s hand

[3]
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THE WHITE MUTINY

by a general resignation on an agreed date. Com-
mittees were secretly appointed at each military station.
Carefully concealed communications passed from on¢
Committee to another. More than two hundred
ofﬁcers pledged themselves to surrender their com-
mls.sions on the appointed date. A fund was raised
which was to provide for any who might be dismissed
the Service. At least one of the officers in command
of a Division was a party to the plot, and it was
arranged that on the 1st June all officers should
simultaneously resign, The fact that a large force of
Mahrattas was threatening the frontier did not detet
the conspirators, but merely made them advance the
date fixed for the attempt. On the 6th May all
Ofﬁ.cers except two in the force nearest the enemy
resigned or gave notice of resignation. Foxfuﬂﬂtdy
Colonel Smith, who was in command of the Divisions
acted with courage and decision. He ordered

officers who had resigned to proceed at once t0 Cal-
cutta. - At the same time, he called in a sepoy regiment
to enforce his orders, Clive, learning of the mutinys
also took prompt action. He wrote to Madras' t©
send up all officers and cadets who could be spared-
Hc. announced his determination to take the severest
action against the mutineers, He ordered the isSY°
of dqublc Pay to the sepoy ranks, so as to ensure thetf
allegiance, Finally, he proceeded himself to Monghy*
to enforce, by his presence, the measures he had taket-

These resolute steps proved successful. Those office® _

who had actually resigned were separated from

corps and made to proceed to Calcutta. The m"f

[4]
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seeing that their enterprise would result in their ruin,
recognized the necessity of submission and withdrew
the notices of resignation. A few ringleaders were
dismissed. ‘The rest were allowed quietly to resume
their duty.

This attempt at mutiny was not, however, the only
symptom of the tendency to insubordination which, in
those early days, marked the Company’s Army. In
Madras, in August 1776, another event, different in
character, indicated the same indiscipline among the
officers of that Army. The Governor, Lord Pigott,
was engaged in a dispute with the members of his
Council, who tesented his interference with theit
inttigues in Tanjore. Pigott ordered the atrest of the
Commander-in-Chief, Sir Robert Fletcher, on a charge
of inciting the troops to mutiny, and offered the com-
mand to Colonel Stuart. This officer was, howevet,
in league with the Governor’s opponents in the
Council/“He dissembled his intentions, attended a
meetin&)/f}:he Council and accepted the Governor’s
invitation to supper. But while they were driving

- back together in the Governor’s carriage, it was

stopped by officets posted by Colonel Stuart ; Governor
Pigott was treacherously arrested and was carried off
to St. Thomas’ Mount, where he was held a close
prisoner for many months. He eventually died in
confinement in March 1777.

These two events, one in Bengal, one in Madtas,
show the slightness of the foundation on which the
claims of discipline and the supremacy of the civil
power in those days rested. The Army knew the

[s]
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THE WHITE MUTINY

strength of its position and was not unwilling to take
advantage of it, There existed a well-marked ten-
dency to combine and agitate for a redress of griev-
?nces, and Su_Ch steps frequently ended in extorting
rom t he unwilling Company substantial concessions.

This was indced the genesis of the reorganization
of 1796. In 1794 memorials were prcscn{cd to the
Coutt of Directors by 500 officers of the Bengal Army,
and by numerous officers of the Madras and of the
Bombay Armics, setting forth their crievances. ‘The
whole position of the Indian Armics was then clabof-

ately examined and discusscd. The scheme of

ICOI.gani.ZatiOn already mentioned was drawn up under
fhe tospiration of Lord Cornwallis and was sct forth
ma despatch dated 15th January, 1796, which laid the
f9undatxon of the modern system of Army pay, pet
ston and furlough. I reengnized the claim of officefs
to furlough, up to a maximum of three years, after not
]‘?SS tl.mn ten years’ scrvice in India, and for the first
tl.me It conferred on the Indian Armv the important
rlght to an adequate retiring allowance. It was noW
lald. down that after t\\'cI;t\'-ﬁvc vears’ service, O
which three years might have been p;'lssa‘d on furloug
an Oﬁicer was to be entitled to retire with the full pa¥
of h{S rank,  With this concession, all need for the
?]d irregular and improper allowances, which VYCN
lqtendcd to supply the absence of a regular pcns‘on’
disappeared. "The Court decided, therefore, that the
Ba'zar _allowancc, the grant of double batta, and ©
objectionable forms of remuneration were to

They added that they entertained ¢ the most sang'f"“,

[6]
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expectation that all future causes of discontent Wou¥d
be effectually done away with.”? If any officer still
thought he had ground for complaint, he was exhorted
to look at the new system as a whole and to balance
any individual claim against the general advantage.
It was evidently expected that this liberal, and indeed
generous, measure of reform would put an end once
and for all to discontent and agitation in the Army.

! India Office Records: Flome, Miscellaneous, Vol. 449 A,
p. 661.

[7]
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CHAPTER I

TH
E MADRAS ARMY AT THE BEGINNING OF THE
NINETEENTH CENTURY

T o Gy e e
plete content in th would immediatcly pro duce O
i their I\.atl\'c {\rmy was dlsappolﬂ“'ffi'

not easy for a Service which has been for years 18
a state of chronic discontent and agitation all at once
to'throw off the habit. Moreover, some legitimate
grievances remained, and others, less legitimat
were soon discovered. The agitation still went 0f
especially in Madras. \

One 'reasonablc ground of complaint which the
reorganization of 1796 did not deal with was the
difference between the allowances granted in Bengdl
and in Madras. Then, as now, Bengal was 2 wealthy *
Province and could afford to be liberal in the mattet
9f house-rent and other allowances which were deni
in Madras. What made the hardship greatet tO
Madras officer was that the cost of living Was
higher in Madras than in Bengal. The matter W4
represented to the Court of Di;cctors, but it d inod
to admit the principle that such allowances 35 these
must be on the samc scale throughout India. Tbe
Madras officer felt that in this he was badly treated:

Another fact added to the impression. The O

[8]

years out of school. In 1788 orders ¥

THE MADRAS ARMY

teckonings, a fund originally derived from savings
obtained on the clothing, etc. of the regiments, Were
fhe petquisite of the officers and had always beeft latger
in Madras than in Bengal. With some inconsistencys
the Court of Directors, while refusing t0 equalize the
scale of allowances in all three Presidencics, otdered
that the off-reckonings of the three Armies should be
thrown into a common fund and divided equally:

This had a direct cffect in reducing the emoluments O

the Madras Army, and it created a very natural feeling

of irritation. o
Moreover, the old jealousy of the King's officets
In the eatly fiays

had never been completely allayed-

of the Company’s Army, 2 King’s officer Was entt t;
to supersede and take command of any OfﬁCCf _Of ¢
Company of the same rank, however scm’ot in age
and standing. A Captain in the COID'PaﬂY s S“I’; 1‘::;;
grown grey with age and hard service, thoug

. 1 r—
command of his regiment, might find hmseliy S: I;':W

seded by s boy in a King’s regiment only 2 X
y some boy in a g g e ssue 3 giving

officers of the Company equality in rank with those 11

the King’s regiments, but the mattef had not been fully
settled even as late as 1807. Meantime 2 futher' cause
of rivalry had arisen. Under the reotganization ©
1796, every regiment of the Native Army was to ‘
commanded by an officer with the rank of Colonel.
This caused murmurs in the King’s service, and in
1803 the Horse Guards brought out 2 warrant unde:_
which brevet rank was given tO various classes O
King’s officers while serving in India.

[9]

In 1806 the
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officer /
s of the Madras Army addressed a strongly-

wotded memori
they proteste?in:l ::io the‘ ‘COurt of Directors in which
which they had %)ec? e galling supersession tO
There was also an %Q?JCCtC( ” by this warrant.
pany’s service that “Il'('csr:[cad belief in the Com-
favoured and given tt King’s officers were unduly
mands and staff . l?cst and most lucrative com-
deserving officers (?Ppomtmcnts, thus superseding
the peers and the )1 tgc Company. In an age when
and dominated evcan ed gentry ruled Great Britain
the Church, the Barr,ytg?i’}\{rr(l)f lif@;—{hc Universitis
not to be y and the Navy—i
Sl bt o
attempts > ndia Company .
e e s o o s
the King's Army) oo e always beloriging tO
the pressure of family

‘ an s ]

petition o :
e mattcfr .1 806 contained some bitter complaints 0f
Alongside of '

were obas leszhi\:} 1gcfnumc causes of dissatisfaction
complaint was based ounded. A much-advertised
Fund. From thcsc 1on the abolition of the Bazaf
commanding cantocar y davs of the Army, ofhcess

nments had assumed the right tO

levy
. a tax, for thei
hetr own benefit, on the bazars within

their jurisdicti
urisdictio
native practice nl; IF T
: ut it w ‘
time wh ’ was very | 1
e e eri ry lucrative, and at 2
pmrolvid i retiring  allowan nsi
ed, there was e o pensio® b
when in’ 170 I a certain excuse for it. But
beral provision for rctirement Was

[ 10]

THE MADRAS ARMY

made, this raison d’étre disappeareds and when the

adiministration
dministration of the country Was cransferred from

the Nabob of the Carnatic to the Company, it Was
impossible to tolerate this old and irregular soutce of
profit any longer. But 1ts withdrawal was bitterly

resented. Men who had been used for years to the

expectation Of cnjoyment of the Bazar allowance were

not casily consoled for the immediate loss by the hope
joy. The

of a future benefit they might 0ot live to en
abolition of the Bazaf allowance and the Bazat Fund

was thercfore a prominent cause of complaint.
The authors of the reorganization of 1796 had also
ovetlooked one aspect of their reforms. The increase

in the number of European officers 11 cach regiment

was necessarily larger 18 the lower ranks than in the

upper.' The numbet of officers ha
doubled. In the Madras Army the total numbet of
officers, which was only 87 in 1753 and 412 in 1775
had risen to 052 in 1800 and to 1209 in 1809. There
was scrious doubt whether many of the young men
who had joincd the Army since the reorganization
would ever tise above the sank of Captain. This

roaching block in promotion Joubtless had an

ct on the spifits and outlook of the junior ranks.

Yficers of all grades Were feeling, too, the reaction
ich was bo etion of the

und to follow the compl
\quest of South India and the changes which the
nsfer of the country to the rule of the Company
ailed. A regular system of civil administrationt
is being introduced. Civilian judges
ites were everywhere being appointe

[ 1)

d. The old
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itritating, and the contrast be

THE WHITE MUTINY
free-and-easy wa
procedure. ‘Th

conditions irksome, Nor did it make the new system

of administration any more palatable to the Army to
know that the hew race of civilian official was drawing

twice as large a salary as the men whose valour had
won the country,

the higher scale of cjvi] pay, but it was none the less

tween the rewards of the
an was a common subject
plaint at military mess

soldier and those of the civil
of conversation and com
tables,

The period indeed w

et of youth and expansion to o of settled rule
and ordered administration, In 1809 the Army still
retained much of the turbulence of its younger days.
This was fully recognized by obscrvers at the time.
Lieutenant-Colone] Malcolm, himself 2 member of the
Madras Army and deeply attached to it, wrote to Lo_fd
Minto in 1809 : “ There is no man acquainted with
the history and the character of the Company’s Army
in India, and with the sentiments that have long b““
familiar to the officers of that Army upon all points
connected with their rea] o supposcd rights, but must
have seen with fegret the seeds of that agitation that
NOwW ptevails, The neglect with which the Army
was formerly treated and the success which attcnd‘?d
the efforts which it in conscquence made to O.b,wn
from its superiors ap amclioration of its conditiof;
the peculiar fature of the service, the absence of proper
Incitements ¢o military fecling, the want of regimental

[ 2]

Y$ wete giving way to more formal
¢ soldier doubtless found the new -

There might be sound reasons for

as one of transition from an

THE MADRAS ARMY

i he great
commanding officers of rank and mﬂfl{li:::’a:l d r%xra ay
infhux of young and insubordmate(;) e this effect.”?
other causes have combined to pro llfd down o the
The Army had, in fact, not yet sett letion of the
new conditions arising from the COI:?SP of 1766 and
conquest of the country. The e\;e There was still
1776 were still comparatively recent.

a latent feeling of insv.'ﬂ?(?rdl
charged with possil?ll_ltles
1 oduce a Crisis.
little to pr 1 Wellesley MSS., Vol. 13637-

of danger and it needed -

[13]
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CHAPTER 111

COLONEL ST. LEGER

Oneraile in County Cok, Born in 1761, he h‘fd
obtained 5 Commission in the Madras Cavalry in
1781, and ip the next ﬁvc-and-twcmy years he h‘}d
S€en service in most of the wars of Southern Iﬂd{“‘
He hag served under both Coote and Cornwa”l?’
and in the Mahratta War he had conducted the pursuit
of the Mahtatt, horse after the battle of Argaum and
had recejveq the approval of General Wellesley a‘?d
the thanks of the Government, A gallant officer in
the field, pe Was obstinate and sclf-opinionat.cds a
intriguer and nsubordinate jn disposition, with no
smal] Opinion of his own worth and importance.
When the Mahratta War ended he took leave of absence
for three years ¢, Europe, and he returned to Madras on
the 3rd July, 1807,

4 ; s in
uring his absence the Government had created

1806 the appointment of Inspector of Cavalry, an::
they had selected for this post the cclcbratcd ColOﬂsc
R.R. Gillespie, afterwards Siy Robert GilIC§PIC: Whiong
Promptitude 204 daring had saved many lives dur

£,
the Vellore mutiny and who had been the hero ©

[ 14]
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COLONEL ST. LEGER A
many romantic adventufes. But Colonel Gillesi)ie
was junior in standing to Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger;
he was also an officer of the King’s service, and on
both accounts St. Leger considered his position a5 -
Inspector of Cavalry as 2 personal affront.

The Commandes-in-Chief of Madras at the time
was Sit John Craddock, himself an officet of the
King’s service. But he was anxious both on personal
and family grounds to show all possible consideration
tq Colonel St. Leger, and when the latter came to see
him to represent his grievances, Sit John Craddock
did all he could to pacify him. He pointed out that
as the appointment of Colonel Gillespie had been made
while Colonel St. Leget was absent from India, it could
not be construed as conveying the slightest reflection
on the kutter. He exhorted the Colonel to wait 2
little while until some opportunity should occur of
providing him with a more suitable post, and mean-
time to resume command of his regiment, the 6th
Native Cavalry. -

Such counsels of prudence had no effect, and finding
it hopeless to expect to secufe from the Commandes-
in-Chief the redress he desired, Colonel St. Leger
proceeded, without delay, petition the Governor
in Council. In a long representation dated the 17th
August, 1807, he poured out his grievances. He did :
not wish, he said, to reflect on Colonel Gillespie, but~
he declared that if this officer should continue, 0 hold
the post. of Inspector of Cavalry, it maust injure his
feelings, make him appear “i0 2 degraded light” and.
lower him in the opinion of the Army. Wihout

[ 15] AL
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THE WHITE MUTINY

actually demanding that Colonel Gillespie should be

removed and he himself appointed Inspector of ;
Cavalry instead, he called upon the Government to °

temove or to redress the hardships of which he
complained.

At this time Lord William Bentinck, an amiable
and well-meaning nobleman, was Governor of Madras.

He too was apparently anxious, like the Commander-

in-Chief, to soothe Colonel St. Leger’s ruffled spirit,
and accordingly he too gave him a private interview.
The Governor in his tutn pointed out how absurd it
would be to find a slur in an appointment made at 2
time when the Colonel was not available through his
absence from India. He dwelt also on the obvious
impossibility of immediately turning one deserving
officer out of an appointment in order to mzke room

for another. He suggested that in due time some 4

means of providing for Colonel St. Leger would occut.
Ix} vain; the Colonel refused to be conciliated; and
his attitude was such that the Governor at last said

to him: “ Sir, Licutenant-Colonel Gillespie shall not -

be removed, as I think him the fittest person for the
post. Your conversations have been repeated to meé

and you shall never hold any place so long as 1 a®
Govemor.” Colonel St. Leger left the Governor’s

presence with these words ringing in his ears.

But such a declaration only increased his detef”
mination not to submit to what he regarded 5

supersession. Lord William Bentinck’s words leavé
0o doubt that since his return to Madras Colonet
St. Leger had been talking freely of the various gricV"

[16 ]
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COLONEL ST. LEGER .

’ i ake
ances of the Army. He now determuzleiio t‘(f)entglate
himself the mouthpiece of the ofﬁcer%;f:hout e ting
their complaints as well as his ow1. :tohis D eition
any written reply from the Governmen

f the
of the 17th August, he despatched on the 28th o

. ment
to the Govertt
same month a lengthy memotial under the most

. (13
of India. He was smatting, be sald{ii er can be placed
severe and degrading position an OF¢ to the general
in” From his own case he went of

grievances of the Company’s §crv1ce.d ¢ remuner-

All the best, most responsible an S cers. He
ative posts wese VR T the T officess of the
proceeded to enumerate, by name, nSfl%ﬂ qapersede 4
Company’s service who had ber lcll ?;rgd in contra-
All these supersessions Were hed ecin 1;9 ¢ «The
vention of the regulations ’r,na : ote,  is to point
object of my humble petition h?[ Wrmo;lg the othet
out the degradation tO which 1, 2

b M am
i ble. Company’s SEIVice
e by Oiyts};zrrlx{ i:hich has been adopted of

exposed by 2 tespecta-

. i st
excluding them from situations of active trust,

. - ations are almost
bility and emolument, while such situations

s Maj rvice.
all occupied by the officers of His M;’;?;iz;io the
Either a general incapacity must be ah o iliating
Honble. Company’s Field Officers ot t* tial and just
degradation is not founded on an 1mpar "

) ‘e He added; -
consideration of their se}:vxces ot Clalms;hat he trusted
not without an implication of menac,e’h would render
he would-receive * that redress Whl,c,

: . ary. A
further representations unNECEsSaty h the
This peplition had to be submitted thToug

c [ 17]



THE WHITE MUTINY

Madras authorities, who were much annoyed aty
Licutenant-Colonel St. Leger’s complaint.  Such
statements, wrote the Commander-in-Chief, must haves
the worst possible effect on the Army. They had, in}
fact, led already “to the revival of a thousand dis-€
cussions and opened all the wounds which wete:
scarcely closed between the officers of His Majesty:
and the Honble. Company’s service.” I am com-
pelled to say,” he went on, “that the man mosf
dangerous to the Army cannot cvince that dispositios
mote fatally than by the adoption of any measure that
creates disunion between His Majesty’s and th&
Honble. Company’s service.” The Governor wal
not less emphatic. Colonel St. Leger’s attitude,
said, “was irreconcilable with every sentiment &
the military profession.” From the momént of hust
arrival, Colonel St. Leger had expected officers to be:;
turned out to make way for him, and the urgency ﬁ
his demands had been “ most indclicate and unreaso8”g
able.” When they sent on the memorial to :
Government of India, the Madras Governm"'“t :
referred to the dangerous tendency of “ the iHHW-fé
matory and factious proceedings ”* of Colonel St. Legeh'.

. N » ind
spoke of the “ disrespectful and injurious terms "

which the appeal was written, and said that his cond®
was calculated to revive “ the unhappy feuds by whi‘g,
this part of the British dominions was so long
tracted and endangered.”

Almost at the same moment another offices of ’
Madras Army was displaying an attitude 8ot lv DJ’
different from that of St. Leger. Licutcnant-Col0 -

[ 18]
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i d the
Alexander Cuppage of the 5th Native Irli]fantdrz l(ﬁlg in
post of Commandant of the Fort of -unan}cfl in 1807
Mysore. He was an officet of long servlcde‘, on leave
he made known his intention of pxocez lﬂie in some
to Europe, 'The Government happene t01 nel James
difficulties as to how to find a post for Colo ing back
Hare of the 22nd Dragoons, who was com golonel
from leave and who would have to turﬂtﬁlel;wise pro-
Henry Davis at Bangalore if he was not 0  ant 10
vided for. 'The news that Colonel Quppage rtunity,
take leave seemed to form a .COnVCIEC?thIIDP(;{aIe to
and they straightway appointed o1O el Cuppage,
the Nundrydrug command. ' But C(? onOf going o
though he had announced his ln.tentl-(tmd him and he
turlough, meant to do so'when it sui efﬁ cor and that
was much annoyed at ﬁndmg another. o} ; to’ his post.
a member of the King’s setvice, appo‘lzte f the supet-
Here was a fresh instance, it 'was Salb’ Omen in the
session of the Company’s ofﬁ§er5 el entilating his
King’s regiments. He lost no 07 i Chief urged
grievance. In vain the Commander-lﬂl' been made
that Colonel Hare’s appointment had on’y intend to
because Colonel Cuppage Was known t(;oothe him
return to BEurope. These aFt?mPtS g) vernment sO
failed, and he presented a petition to GO ecorded, on
strongly worded that the Governmentdrdecided dis-
the 4th August, 1807, thzit “ strong an
approbation ”’ of his conduct. . ot
Pll)‘xt thgs moment an event OCCU“'ed “ghfg gg:f;n-
calculated to strengthen the authority (;ﬁ ‘ rs such as -
ment in dealing with discontented office

[ 19]
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THE WHITE MUTINY

Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger and Lieutenant-Colonel

Cuppage. Both Lord William Bentinck and Sir John
Craddock were recalled by the Court of Directors fof °
the part they had played in the events which led up-
to and produced the Vellore mutiny, The sudden’
removal both of the Governor and the Commandet-
in-Chief was an object-lesson in the mutability of such ;

personages, and doubtless it was not lost on the =

malcontents in the Army. After all, it showed that .

the Madras Government was neither all-powerful not

everlasting.

But, for the moment, the men who took the placeS"’
of the recalled officers carried on their ideas. Mf-

William Pettie, the senior member of Council, became

temporarily Governor, and his Government, in 2
General Letter of the 215t October, 1807, to the Court
of Directors, drew attention to the state of feeling if ,
the Madras Army. “It cannot be deniced,” they

wrote, “ that a spirit of insubordination and cabal b3S~

lately shown itself among several of your officers which

b

must be dangerous to all armics, and which, after th° |

|
events that have agitated the Native Army of th# i

Presidency, might lead to consequences of the most

fatal nature.” . . . This feeling, they continued, “has

been greatly inflamed by the impunity with which the",

H

Honble. Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger has been hith“t.m i

%
enabled to brave and insult the authority of % "‘tg

S €
Government; for it is with concern that we obseF""2

+ - . that every means of the most public nature ha
been taken at some of the principal military stations

hold up Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger as the champi® ™

[ 20]
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of the rights of the Company’s Arrr}y ?nd”as ’19&2
whose example calls for general 1m1tat1,on. :
noteworthy tribute to Colonel St. Leger's tal‘e:n’cst;e
a propagandist shows that the agitajaond in fhe
Madras Army was already well established 1
autumn of 1807.

[ 21]
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" by the Kandyan Army The Commandant evacuat

_the Kandyans attacked the retiring force, and wheg it

CHAPTER 1V

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL MACDOWALL

LS.

Sir Joun CrADDOCK was succeeded in the command =
of the Madras Army by Licutenant-General Hay S8
Macdowall. This officer, who came of a good Scotch +‘f 3
family, had entered the Army in 1774 and was now &

aged forty-nine. A large part of his service had been &5
in the East. When he was setving in Ceylon in 1800 oy
he had been sent on a mission to the King of Kandy =5
which ended in failure, and when in 1803 it was found 2
necessary o embark on hostilities, Macdowall was S58
placed in command of a force of 3000 men which =88
advanced and took Kandy. Macdowall, with the
bulk of the Army, then returned to Colombo, leaving ¥l
a detachment of 1000 men to hold the country. Buf =8
this proved to be an error of judgment. The detach= =
ment, already weakened by sickness, was surround

‘S
the town on a promise of safe-conduct to the coast, but s

surrendered, the British officers and soldiers were
massacred in cold blood almost to a man. £
inglorious end was thus put to the first Kandyan Wat. o

General Macdowall’s promotion was not, hoWCVCf’ %
affected by thls untoward incident. In October 1805

[22]
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CHAPTER V
SIR GEORGE BARLOW

‘I‘:‘;TER an interval of about three months,
Wli'ilwllham Petric officiated, the successiont
G jam Bentinck was filled by the appointment 25
BOVernor of Fort St. George, of Sit George Hilaro
atlow; Bart., G.C.B.
S ms gentleman was a membet of the Bengal Civil
ervice, who had landed in India some twenty-eight
years before. He had catly attracted attention by his
ability and+had been the right hand of successive
G-o.vemOIS-Gencral. Farly in his careet he had
assisted Lord Cornwallis in the introduction of the
Permanent Settlement in Bengal. Sir Jobn' Shote,
afterwards Lotd Teignmouth, had made him Chief
Secretary to Government when he was only thifty=
,thrf"°~ He held that post when the Marquis Wellesley
arrived in 1798, and he made himself so useful to that
;‘;le and autocratic Governor-General that Lord
MCHesley first secured his elevation to the rank of 2
fember of Council, then had him appointed pro-
2:;)’33“)’ to succeed to the office of Governot-
4 eral, should a sudden vacancy occut, and finally
obtained for him a baronetcy of the United Kingdom
in 1803,
In 1805 the Marquis Wellesley was 2
[ 25]
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THE WHITE MUTINY

Brilliant as his achievements had been and immense
as were the territories which he had added to the East
India Company’s dominions, he was disliked and dis-
trusted by the Court of Directors, and they scized the

opportunity of Colonel Monson’s reverse in the-

Mahratta War to recall Wellesley. In his place was
sent out the veteran Lord Corawallis, with strict
instructions to make peace and to cffect economy-
Lotd Cornwallis landed in Calcutta on the 3oth July,
1805, and at once set about the introduction of the
new policy. On the 11th August he started for the
Uppet Provinces to conduct in person the negotiations
with the Mahrattas, and in his letter of the 19th Sep-
tember he sent the Commander-in-Chief, Lord Lake, 2
detailed programme of his proposals. But the retusf
to India in the middle of the hot weather proved too
great a strain on the constitution of a man of sixty-si¥,
and he diced at Ghazipur on the sth October, 1805.
By virtue of his appointment as provisional Govet
not-General the post thus left vacant by Lord Corf-
wallis” death fell to Sir George Barlow, who at onc€
determined to carry out the policy which Comwa‘lhs
had initiated. Tt has been made a reproach against
Barlow that he, who had been so closcly associated
with the enterprises of the Marquis Wellesley, should
now follow a different course, but this criticism fails t0
observe the position in which Barlow was placed-
Called unexpectedly to assume the position ©
Governor-General, he rightly considered that he was
bound to follow the instructions which Lord Corf*
wallis had brought out from home. It would indee

[ 26 ]
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have been both short-sighted and diShonéurgin;:
follow any other course. Mqrec.wef, Slr‘ ced that
Barlow may well have been by this time C(.)[-l?nGovem—
it was necessary in the interests of the Britls 11 o
ment in India to call a halt in \VC.HCSICY ° 5 mrrrfcainly
conquest. ‘The statc of the public ﬁnarleCSC chnwallis
suggested this conclusion. When Lox he Govern-
landed, he had found the Treasury empty, the GOver
ment’s credit strained to the utmost, the and(()i art-
Army five months in arrears, and that of et tatlz, o
ments in an cven WOISC POSi“On'1 Th(:: iallY to
political fecling in London was ,fuCh ” Sg Arthut
demand a scttlement. < No one,” WIOt€ f peace in
Wellesley, “ can judge of the necessity OmglonS-”z
India who has not sat in the House of ff:'orecoonize
Probably‘the Marquis Wellesley 1}1msc £ Sir george
this fact, for he continued 2 firm friend © hat he had
Barlow, and wrote to him in May -ISOGtgait Barlow
“invariably ” expressed the opinion " neral®
should be retained in the post of G(-)Vemor carry out

When Sir George Barlow dctcrmméd tlo letter of
Lord Cornwallis” policy as laid down % M Te ooy
the 19th Septembert, 1805, tO Lord‘ A ’more than
mandet-in-Chicf, he was, in fact, doing n(1)im a great
his duty. But it brought down upoh, ;it of the
weight of unpopularity. To thc mao znathema.
military, Lord Cornwallis’ policy Wwas be a party
Lord Lake eventually resigned rather than

, s Vol IIL, p- 536
Y Correspondence of the First Marquts Corn w.d”;é’;/o P
2 Sir John Kaye’s Lives of Indian Officers, 1.
3 Wellesley MSS., Vol. 37281

[ 27]
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to it. It was equally offensive to the vounger and
more enterprising section of the civil population, who
were in favour of a forward policy.  “For my part,”
wrote young Metcalfe, then aged twenty-one, to his
father, “I can contemplate universal dominson i0
India without much fear.” 1 Apy, (afterwards Sif
Robert) Fatquhar wrote from Calcutta to Lord
Wellesley : “ The unjversal opinion is that this is 2
peace which your Lordship would never have con-
descended to make.” 2 The odium which sir George
Batlow now incurred made his name unpopulaf,
especially in military circles, long before he went to
Madras,

An even more unpopular part of the policy which
was imposed on him by the injunctions of the Court
of Directors was retrenchment. Economy is never 3
Popular virtue, least of 4] when it involves Pul_’hc
retrenchment, Every man who lost a lucrative job
Ot an allowance regarded qs 4 personal enemy the
Governor-General whose orders ed to this disagree”
able result. Metcalfe condemns strongly  the detéf

mined spirit of penury which is cvident in thiS

Administration.n % The name of Sir George BarloW

thus came to be associated with cconomy as well 8
with the surrender of hnpcs of further conquest.

. ‘
In London, however, the Court of Dircctors wefe

well pleased with Barlow’s performance.  He ha
both made peace and improved the finances, and the¥

Y Selections Srom the Papers of Lord Metealse, p. 8-
3 Despatohes of Murquis Wellesley, Vol. V. p. 436
3 Selections Srom the Pupers of Lord Meteadye, ).c.

[ 28]
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wished to retain him as Governor,'GeneraL Th;
Ministry would not hear of such a t'hmg. They hae
1o idea of letting so important a piece of pattonagd
fall to a mere servant of the Company. They 151‘:

down the principle that it ought to go to someone WhC;
possessed ““ Rank, Weight and Consideration ni t ;
Metropolitan country,” 1 and they suggested Lor

Lauderdale. That nobleman was, however, unpopu-
lar in Leadenhall Strect. He was not only Cfedltlid
with “ Jacobin * opinions, but was known to le
opposcd to the East India Company’s tFade n?onop’;g' ,
and the Directors refused to app.omt him, , he
Ministry retaliated by getting the King to cance e
comn1is;ion of Sir George Barlow and his colleagg6§,
but they could not force the Directors to accept thelr
nomince. At last a compromise was arrived at.
The names of both Lauderdale and Barlow were with-
drawn, and it was agreed to send out as .C}OVCIILOZ
General, Gilbert Elliot, first Earl.of Mlﬂ.tO, the

Prcsident of the India Board, a quict, sensible the
who was acceptable both to the Ministry anfi ZIO Si

Dircctors.  Lord Wellesley strongly advise | .
George Barlow not to retire but to tesume his p an
in Council.2 The Court of Directors and the l?vozilr

of Control also urged him to remain. .Accordmfi?) Vs
when Lord Minto landed in Calcutta in Septem cf‘
1807, Sir George Barlow reverted to tl}e post hq

Member of Council. As some compensation for his
disappointment, Lord Minto had brought out to

! India Office Records : Home, Miscellaneous, \::11 5‘1);;6.
* Wellesley MSS., Vol. 37284. Letter dated 25 Aug.

[29]



THE WHITE MUTINY

Barlow the Grand Cross of the Bath, and he was
shortly laftcrwards appointed to be Governor
Madras in succession to, Lord William Bentinck.

The man who thus arrived in Madras on the 24tB
December, 1807, was now aged forev-five.  He had‘w
hﬂ(} a 1'(mg training in public wivirs, In Lord Welles-
lcy s time he had heen left for nine months in Cntifc‘;}
charge of the Government while the Governof-’
General was absent i the Upper Provinees,  Since4
Cornwallis’ death he had for two vears himself ch“*
Govcrnor-Gcncm]. He was therefore no untrainéd”
Sccr.ctariat hand suddenlyv called 1o [eoCr. Among
the innumerablc memoranda in hic handwriting \\'hiChffﬁ
are contained in the Welleder Moy, are many whicB4
show his complcte :1cquuin;k;m(‘c, not only Wi_ ¢

>

ﬁﬂaf}cml but also with political and military admints”
tration, minutcs dealing with Native States, with tb‘
composition and avsemblave of armics, and Wit¥g
other matters of hizh pu!‘icx'. e was, therefofa3
Possessed to an unysuyl dcqréc of the traning ﬂc‘wf}
sary for the post of Governer., 4

Of his personal chaructor Lord Wllesley wrot€ th’f
he was a nun of « calm judemant wnd ound P::dii
dence” 1 an unpu}\l:\l\.ufuuzg Ie had expres™y
for him a ““ wyrin and unalterdle wentiment of POV
fegard and recpect.” @ Jndeed i s possible that

i

angc Barlow modelled Lt too closely b
\\’C“CSIC}' and imitated  too wecuracly the fgdﬂ’t"
Proconsul’s autocruatic wavs,  There iy 4 hint 02 77
.l 1)“ prilihes of e Niron lde ey
4 \\ C“L‘_\lcy .\1.\\, \-“!' l‘~1(}y ;" N,
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in onc of Licutenant-Colonel Malcolm’s lettets.
Undoubtedly Barlow acquired a reputation for be%ng
“cold ” and unfecling.  He was charged with catrying
out his policies without regard for the feelings ’of
others, and with being “ perfectly inflexible with
regard to everything that he deems a principle or
tule.” 1 Reserved in manner and much wrapped up
in official business, he did not take the trouble to please
the public or conciliate those whom his official acts
offended.

Although his personal character was above reproach,
and although in private life he scems to have been
amiable and affectionate, he was of an unpopular type,
and this fact not only influenced his contemporaries
but has coloured the view taken of him by those who
have since written of his public carcer. Perhaps the
fairest estimate of Sir George Batlow’s character is
that recorded by Lord Minto, who, in a letter to‘hxs
wife, thus records his impressions: Not\vl-th-
standing,” he says,  the awkward situation 1n which
Sir George Barlow and T are placed with regard to
¢ach other, I find no unpleasant consequences result
fromit. . . . Iis good scnsc and some other neutral
qualitics in his character have enabled him to act the
Part he had chosen with dignity and with many marks
of real magnanimity. His good properties.are of a
high class, A real attachment to his public d'utles,
and I have every reason to believe 2 naturally'smcere
and honourable character, secure his best advice as 2

Y Observations on the Disturbances in the Madras Army, by
Lt.-Col, Malcolm, p. 65.
[31] ’
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colleague, A constitutional coldness and apathy of |
temper, which has exposed him to the reproach of
indifference to the interests of other men and has
fznablc?d him to discharge many harsh dutics pretty
inflexibly, seem at the same time to have kept his
Personal feelings in 4 temperate state and to render 2
second Place less irksome and irritating than it would
be to nincty men out of a hundred who had filled the
first.” 1

To this estimate Lord Minto always adhered, ands
as the considered opinion of an cxp;ricnccd man 0O
the world of sound judgment and good disposition, it
may be probably accepted as at least a close approxima-
tion to the truth,

 Lord Minto in India : Life and Lextes of Gitbert Elliot, Firs

Earl of Minto, 1807-14, by the Countess of Minto, Londofs
1880, P, 24,

CHAPTER VI
MADRAS AT THE BEGINNING OF TIE NINETEENTH
CENTURY

Mabras in the carly nincteenth century was a very
different place from what it is to-day. Its inhabitants,
who came from Liurope, had reached it after a voyage
Which had Iasted ar least six months, and after escaping
all the perils which that long period in a sailing-ship
involved. They came out intending to stay ten,
twenty or thirt:\' years, in fact to spend their lives
there.  There were no cold-weather excursions to
India in 1809.

The community was small, made up of the ofhicers
in garrison, the Cump;my’s servants, a few lawyers,
and such “ free merchants ” as the Directors allowed
to scttle and trade in their domain,  Everybody kncy
everybody, and people had to meet cvery day in
business or private life. Personal dislikes and. ani- -
mosities acquired the bitterness born of daily inter-
course.  Civil servants were not yet wholly divoreed
from tradc and a high standard of official life had yet

to be built up.

As in England, the doctrines of the French revolu-

tionaries had had their effect.  Unrest and contempt

for authority were prevalent among thqsc who called
themselves Whigs. Fox, the great Whig leader, had

D [ 33 ]
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St 7 8 i by o pe
British victorics I’i‘l] Cfflﬂ_ts o l.us e moant
and party Consicllq ¢ ?pmt “f. faction was rampant
ations outweighed the interests of
the country, ©
© party of Opposition to constituted
newly-created Sy luldcr\in one .(.)f the J m]"“:cs. O-f the
preme Courrt Sip Henry Gwillim, a
ome crudition ang ability, but of ungovern-
Wianol; per ar?d qua.rrclxn'mc disposition. Aft.f:r
'gmg‘ for years wip, his collcague, the Chief
uSthC{ Sir Thomas Strange, a man of liberal mind
20d private virtues, Sip fjoge Gwillim, offended at
Some fancicd slight, fell fou] of the Government.  He
fienounch the then Governor, Lord William Bentincks
0-open court, apg In such scandalous terms that the
_ Ovcrnmcnt Were compelled to ke official notice ©
1t, and Sy Henry Gwillim was recalled and eventually
emoved from othice,

But hjs nfluence i Madras persisted after his
femoval.  Onc of pjg followers was a barrister nam
Charles Marsh, afterwards a member of Parliament
and the author of one of the most envenomed attacks
on Sir George Barloy, Another was a free meschadt
hamed Thomas Parry, who was a great admirer ©
Charles James Foy and an ally of Charles Marsh-
Other members of the same party were Messt
Abbott and Rocbuck, who had long ‘been known fof
their open and avowed hostility to the Government
and who had begq prominent in oppusing the reform®

1 Sce Appendix A, The Supreme Court.”
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in judicial administration effected by Sit Thomas
Strange.

Causes of discontent and disaffection were readx to
the hand of the malcontents. The state of feeling
among the military officers of the Company has already
been described. The abolition of the Mayor.’s. Court
and the loss of the prestige and opportunities for
peculation which it afforded had annoyed the les,:s
reputable among the merchants.  The Goxlremment s
assumption of direct rule over the Carnatic and the
removal of the Nabobs from power had taken away
other sources of illicit profit. The era of settled
administration had not yet fully begun, and many
looked back with regret to the licence of the past,
when men like Paul Benfield could make a huge fortune
out of native misrule. '

Another cause of unrest was the vexed question 'of
the Carnatic Debt.!  The late rulers of the Carnatic,
the Nabob Wallajah and his son Umdat-ul-Umara, had
always been in want of moncy, either to provide means
for their extravagance or to pay their dues to th-e East
India Company. The bonds which 'they signed,
generally carrying usurious rates of interest, had
gradually mounted up to a large sum.  There was also
a vast body of forged bonds, often supported by
forged entrics in the Nabob’s accounts.  These bond§,
both genuine and false, circulated freely 'in thC'Pr(":Sl-
dency, People bought them as a speculatlgn,‘thmkmg
that some day the Government would liquidate the
debt. They were held by all classes of the com-

! See Appendix B,  The Question of the Carnatic Debt.”
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lezlmg;tié zrsn); fof;f:ri, Ci\’ili.ans,‘mcrclmnts, lawyclrs
High Court dabbleq ; ountry. L\tn Judges of the
ol abbled in these sceuritics,
the d}:?ctm g(l)i:;n;lzc. L’asfr India Company took over
mined to bripe thi C.n,t of the country, it was detet-
with the morcbr. S s?mdnl to a close, ,‘ In agrccrpent
tors und , cputable ficl)turs, the Court of Direc-
Crtook to sct aside an annual sum towards
Iéaymex.n ,Of the Nabobys debes, A statutory body Qf
cai??fiﬁ?,ff was cst;.lbliishcd in London to adjucél_
the Govcmm~ ’(,qml ! Sm“]'ﬂ” l)“.dy W ;1pp9mtcd. a)_y
tions in India— (clncral m Council to make mvcstl;gr—
ity In o, arl1‘ send reports to the I.‘()ndul-l aut ;)]
be free £ t that the (.um.ml%smnch in India showl¢
; ¢¢ from all locql prejudice, they were selecte i
fom the members oof the Bengal Nlr\‘icc, and they
gcrc about to commence their in;iuir\' when dir Georg®
arlgw Was appointed to the post of Governof.

HIS appointment was subject to certain special
abd{“cs' He was not one of the landowning aristo”
Cratic caste which then ruled England, but was me?

@ servant of the Compuany, who had risen to
office by merit and ability, e belonged 1O
Bengal Service, and his npp‘uimmcnt to be :
of Madras ran counter 1o Presidential  traditio®
cshdentri
Morcover, he displaced a Madras otficial of 1078
service, Mr. William Petric, whose friends had hope®.
for some favour from his rule and were angcrx;‘sdé
find themselves disappointed,  Mr, Petric hi :
§harcd their fecling and did what he could to encod
l-will towards the new Governor,

[ 36 ]
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Madras society was thus in an unhealthy state when
Sir George Barlow arrived. It was divided into parties,
one against the Government, another for it. Lotd
William Bentinck had not been strong enough to keep
the jarring elements in order.  « We trust,” wrote the
Chairman of the Court of Directors to Mr. Dundas,?
“ that Sir George Batlow will hold the reins of Govern-
ment with vigour and discretion.” “I hope,” said
Mr. Dundas,  that Sir George Barlow will experience
mote harmony and tranquillity than fell to the lot of
Lotd William Bentinck.” It was generally recognized
that Sir George was entering a region where contrary
winds and storms were likely to be encounteted.

! The Honble. Robert Dundas, afterwards 2nd Viscount -
Melville, President of the Board of Control.
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CHAPTER VI
GROWTH OF DISCONTENT IN THE ARMY

ggvecri(;ic(:; ?.AR”)»\V wssumed charge of the office of
1807, Tlo iy ortiiht. Georae on the 24th Dccembctf;
deal with xmtt:rcs( ::lft(.]'\vl.ﬂmnd himsclf called :Pf;‘n 2
weck of hhis arriva] hi- ;]‘1"-{15““?1',‘19 mturcl. \ct]iton to
be taken n respe £, ¢ f‘} decrde on t‘]?. a e,
Mr. Robert Sh@lrgft 0 m rheer of the C,\llfSchcct
\ o irer - :

and incapacity, if xi?)’r :);1;11% ;\ h(_)m C}]ﬂrgL? TO fOI:far
It was clearls ! raud, were brough ot
Mr. Sherson | g’r(»\ u],‘ and 1indecd ndmnt.tcv,lvmg
large Sumg of d submitted false accounts invo

> ot moncey, and under anv modern stan

of inistrar: ! .
administration |y would certainly have been 4™

missed, }ie Was, n - fact, cuspended by Sir Georby
Barlow, But his cace draceed on for more than jon
a d(’?Cn years, and was utilized by the hostile factio®
to discredit the Government.! T'wo months Jatefs
on the 215t February, 1828, the Commissioness s
frOfn Bengal for the i'm'cstiu:lliwﬂ of the Cagnatic D¢
arnived and entered on their investigation. 1\{9‘"1
ovcr,' Sir Henry Gwillim was still in Madras catfy
on his internecine quarrel with the Chief Justice

the Advocate-General, He did not sail for Enght?
until October 1808,

1 R 4 dix
For a fuller account of Mr. Sherson’s case, sc¢ APPE?
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The state of the Madras Army was no less disturbed.
Reference has already been made to the memorial
drawn up in insubordinate terms which had been sent
to the Court of Directors by the officers in 1806.  That
had dealt with three main subjects of complaint,
namely, the question of local brevet to King’s officers,
the nomination of King’s officers to posts propetly
belonging to the Company’s Army, and the claim tbat
Promotions of rank within the Company’s service
should be regulated entirely by seniority and should
In no way depend on the disctetion of the Commander-
In-Chief. In the course of the year 1807 an attempt
had been made to get up another memotial on another
subject, namely, the demand for allowances equal to
those granted in Bengal. A movement to this effect
had been started at Bangalore, but had been sup-
Pressed. “1 threw a sufficient quantity of cold water
on it,” wrote Colonel Davis, “to prevent its taking
toot and the thing died away.” 1 In 1808 this project
was revived. It docs not appear whether this was
due to Lieutcnant-Colonel St. Leger’s agitation regatd-
ing the Inspectorship of Cavalty or to the issue of
orders for the abolition of the Tent Contract system
(dealt with in the next chapter), or to some other
Cause. At any rate early in 1808 an address to _the
Governor-General in Council was put in circulation
and received signatutes from numerous regiments,
including, it scems, at least one or two belonging to
the King’s service. In April it was sent to Colonel

Ulndia Office Records: Home, Miscellaneous, Vol. yoo.
Letter dated 25th July, 1808,
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Gore, then commanding the 33rd Regiment.  Colonel
Gote at once recognized the improper and insub-
ordinate character of the document. e wrote in
terms of strong disapproval and rebuke to the officer
who had sent it to him, and he took steps to bring the
matter to the knowledge of the Governor’s Military
Secretary, Coloncl Barclay,  In this wav 1t was
communicated to Sir Georae Barlow, who wrote on
the subject to General Macdowall.,

It scems somewhat curious that the Commander-in-
Chief, who was nccessarih in closer touch than the
Governor with the Army under his command, shr')ul'd
not have known of the existence of a movement of this
natute. If he did know of it, he had hitherto made no
sign, but on receipt of the Governor's letter he C(")Ulfi
no longer remain quicscent.  In his reply 0 Sie
Geotge Barlow he professed himself perfectly ready
to take any action the Governor thousht proper, but
he added the following significant commentary :

“ Many people,” he said, “arc likely o view the

present application (ze. the Memorial) as a futile and

puerile attempt and as unworthy of further notice;;
but my judgment and experience Jead me to believe
that the seeds of discontent arc very widely dis®
seminated and that almost cvery individual in the
setvice is more or less dissatisticd. Fovery man m.uSt
be sensible of the causes which have led to this pusition
—the abolition of the Bazar Fund, first and last; the
degradation of the military character from the Com
mander-in-Chicf to the youngest ensign;  the late
reductions, and especially the abrogation of the Tent

[ 40 ]
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Contract, arc among other prominent fcatl.erS;d iﬁgsi
must lament the expediency which occastone
disgusting measures.” :

%his erﬁﬂmblc utterance POSSESSES consxdcrab}llz
importance. In the first place, we have herclltto
unimpeachable witness of General Ha}',MaCdO\‘l;afore
the fact that as carly as May 1808, that is, 10n§ de any
Sit George Barlow’s régime could have At the
effcct, discontent was  prevalent throughOud he
Madras Army. In the sccond 1)1aC§a we ﬁn. 'tt(l)f
General clearly identifying himself with this spirt N
discontent and alluding 1n unmistakable terms tO o
own cxclusion from Council. Lastly, he ShOwsctlear
he had never possessed, or had already lost, ;r;ylcviti-
perception of what were or what were o the \t:erY
mate gricvances of the Army, fof he Puts”m hich he
front rank of the  disgusting measures WI; L
“must Jament,” the abolition of the Bazﬁif csuult,of
perfectly legitimate measurc and a natural f
the greatly improved condition of the j}rr\l}};cdowall’s

Str George Barlow ignurcd Genera (1: mandet-
petulant remarks and suggested that the p(()imrs com-
in-Chief should point out prixraFCIY 0o Ccro osed
manding Divisions the impropricty of thCTIfe %etter
address, which was accordingly donc. 17 trong
which was sent out condemned the address 11 Sit was
terms, and also reminded the officers tO whom bined
addressed of the standing orders agamst‘com pogh
memorials, This circular had an immediate ed t(;
and for a time the seditious movement Seer1ne m-
have come to an end. But this effect Was only tems
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porary. By the month of July it had worn off and the !
question of an address to the Governnr-General on|
military grievances was again brought forward. In
many regiments officers were chosen and appointed’
to carty on a correspondence with other units on this
subject.  Among the junior ranks of the Service there
was a strong desitec to continue the movement.
Following the precedent sct in the Bengal mutiny of
1766, 2 “ paper of indemnity »” was privately circulated
which was to serve as a guarantee to anv ofhicers who
might suffer in the common cause. Thus by the
middle of 1808 the agitation among the officers Was
already well cstablished. ‘ . }
Lieutenant-General Macdowall, though he had .m!
May complied with the Governor’s proposal to dis- |
countenance the address, was not sincere in the steps:
he had officially taken to repress it.As his letter tO
the Governor had plainly shown, he was rcﬂ”)"m
sympathy with the officers.  In privatc conversation
he made no secret of the fact that his circular was
merely a matter of form and that he wished the
agitators success. At his own table he OPC“IY‘
expressed in contemptuous and disrespectful languag®
his hostility to the Government and to its bead, our
George Barlow. Such an attitude could not fail t©

have a profound effect on the officers of the Madras
Army,
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CHAPTER VIII

1, MUNRO
THE, TENT CONTRACT SYSTEM AND COLONEL

Two years before, in February 1807, the ther111 ior:n
mander-in-Chicf, Sir John Craddock, bhad ca lc]ohn
his Quartermaster-General, LieutenanF—COIoni Tent
Munro, to submit a report on the \vprl<1ng of t eintro_
Contract system. This system, which had beeo mand
duced in 1802, entrusted to the f)ﬁicers in coml,ing
of regiments the duty of maintaining anddsgpﬁczcks
the tents.and camp cquipment, the carts and bu o o;'
the drivers and lascars necessary for the movem: thus
the regiment in the field. To mect the cxpﬂ}im was
involved, a fixed allowance of Rs. 952 per men o
granted to officers commanding infantry refg l avalf);
and of Rs. G581 per mensent tO commandants Of €
tegiments. (o}
On the 3oth June, 1807, Licutcmnt-Coloneilxl\irl;l;s,
submitted his report. He remarked that SContraCt
expeticnce of the practical effects of the 'Tc{n?n of its
system had given an opportunity of )chif %—ward a
merits or defects. He PIOCCCdCd to bring k(l) system
number of arguments tending to show that the n{l d
was ill suited to the conditions of the Army, 2 f his
not conduce to efficiency. In the COl.lrse °
argument occurred the following passage .aCC and war
“ By granting the same allowances In P
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for the equipment of Native Corps, while the exrd the
incidental to that charge arc unavoidably greaal on
war than in peace, it (the Tent Contract system) . In %
the interest and duty of officers commanding Hinted 4
Corps in direct opposition to one another; it non this %
their interest that their corps should not be in - rhere
of efficiency fit for ficld scrvice, and therefore furnishes i
strong inducements to neglect their most important
duties.”

Finally, Coloncl Munro recommended that the
system should be abolished, compensation for the 1088 3
of the profitable allowances being given in the shape
of enhanced batta. 1lis view was accepred and Sif ]
John Craddock recommended the abandonment of;
the system and the substitution of dcp“”mcnmlé
provision of transport. This was agreed to both by
the Government of Madras and the Governot
General in Council, and nothing remained but to carfy
out the decision. i

So far as Sir George Barlow was concerned, he had
had no connection with the matter.  Like Clive in the
question of double batta, he had merely to give cffect
toa decision already arrived at. A reference was made
to General Hay Macdowall as to the date of the chang®
and similar formal points, but nothing morc. An
order was then issucd fixing the 15t July, 1808, a5 the
date for abolishing the Tent Contract system and th
allowances catried with it, and for introducing the new!
plan. This was a strictly formal document drawn uP:
in otdinary official form. ‘

~ . . ill‘
The Order of Government was at first accepted |
[44]
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Silence. The loss of the allowances, to say nothing
of the importance derived from the control of a large
establishment, could not be welcome to oﬁice.rS
commanding regiments, but there was no help for 1t,
and the increased batta granted in compensation was
'some set-off, Tt was known that the decision was 0ot
F that of the Madras Government, still less of Si.r George
Barlow. Nevertheless, some resentment against those
who carricd out the change was to be cxpcctcd, and
still morc against those on whose advice it had been
made,

Licutenant-Colonel Munro’s minute on the Te.ni
Contract system had been written as a confidentia
document, It had been intended for the eye of the
Commander-in-Chicf only, and it ought not to f}ﬂV’C
left the private recesses of the Commandcr-m-C‘hlef.s
officc. By some indiscretion, the history of which 1;
obscure, it now became public property and a copy ©
the paper was circulated in the Army.

Under normal conditions, and in an Army whose
nerves were in a morc tranquil state than those of the
Coast Army in 1808, the publication of a document
such as Licutcnant-Colonel Munro’s memorandum
would probably have produced no cffect. .It Wasf
obvious that he was dealing with a question ©
Principle, and was discussing the gcn(?ral Fenc_lefgilei
of a system, not making a charge against fndwz. uha
officcrs.  In Madras, however, the publication O t; ft:
report had far-rcaching results. It may be la
Lieutenant-Colonel Munro was already an unpopulat
figure. His regimental rank was only that of Captamn,
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His enemies at once fastened on the passage in th
memorandum which has been quoted above, and ‘
wrote letters to the Commandet-in-Chicf complaining ;
of the imputation which it was alleged to contain on
their honour. .
The Commander-in-Chief felt himsclf in a dilemma.
The Quartermaster-General was a member of his -
personal staff. The memorandum had been writteft |
at the express desire of his predecessor in office. It
was impossible to disavow a staff officer merely .
because he had written unpleasant truths in a con-
fidential document. On the other hand, Gene.ral :
Macdowall was unwilling to offend a number of sentot ;
officers of the Army,  Te tried to get out of the matters,
by an evasion. He had never been consulted, he saidy |
about the abolition of the Tent Contract system, and :
he therefore did not feel himsclf at liberty to imcrfcr"—:‘i
in the matter.
Evidently this reply constituted no real answer 10
the officers, who found, or imagined they found, 3.
reflection on their personal honour in Licutenant-
Colonel Munro’s memorandum. They prolmbl)'=
detected the latent weakness in the Commander-in-
Chief’s attitude, and they determined to press hifﬂ
more closely. A joint requisition was drawn up, 18
which the officers declared that Licutenant-Colonel

Munro’s report “ unequivocally conveyed a most

cruel and wanton insult, as well as an injurious .
aspersion,” to officers in command of regiments.
[ 46 ]

and by his appointment as Quartermaster-General%
he had gone over the heads of seniors in the Service§

THE TENT CONTRACT SYSTEM

They accordingly formulated a definite charge that
n writing this memorandum he had been guilty of
conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman.
This charge could only be properly adjudicated by a
Court-martial. The joint requisition was signed by
N0 less than twenty-cight officers in command pf
Fegiments, and it was sent to the Commander-in-Chief
m a letter dated 25th Scptember, 1808, under the
signaturcs of Licutenant-Colonels St. Leger, Rumley
and Martin,

The Commandes-in-Chicf had now a second chance
of disposing of this matter. Had he issued a firm
OFdf:r dealing authoritatively with the question raised,
his decision would probably have been accepted. But
he again failed to scize the opportunity. Either to
8ain time or because he was really undecided, he
teferred the complaint on the 1st November to the
] udge-Advocate-General for advice.

'The Judge-Advocate-General  of the day was

'eutenant-Colonel J. Leith, an officer of standing and
€Xpetience, who seems to have fully appreciated the
8favity of the issuc referred to him. In a long and
CIOSely reasoned reply dated the 7th November he

urnished a clear and emphatic opinion, dealing both
With the merits and with the form of the question, that
the charge brought by the combined officers was bad
and could not be sustaincd.  When a second reference
Was made to him to ask whether the defects of form
I the officers’ charge could be cured, he replied in the
negative, but as the Commander-in-Chicf scemed to
e hesitating how to decide, he suggested that the
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opinion £
t ﬁ’e Sub'Of the Advocate-Genera] should be taken 68
afforded Jcc}t'- The  Commander-in-Chicf was thos |
a .
attitude O;llrd oPportunity, by the adoption of a fit®h
tion an,d putting an cnd to this mischicvous agith
NOv,emb Onlcc more he failed to take it.  On the of?
General’cr 1€ communicated the  Judoe-Advocate !
Abs opmnion to Colone] St Leer. as the re B
sentative of th S e BLg as p¥..
significant ¢ petitioning oflicers, but he added
AHcant antimation, thar in conscquence of
opinton ¢ 4]] furthe i jucnce 3
present post rther proceedings have bheen for
Conclusji)ojplo”ed. It seems impu&sihk to ’.1\'()id th‘ v
had rCS()ln t]mt by thl.s time the Commander-in-Ch
o the \c'c to sacritice his Ouartermaster-Gen
passions of the Armpe o uld
never hav rmyv.  Otherwise he wO
« ave used the phrases “for the present” and
Postponed.”  More ) e prese -
tion for f, 1 foreover, he now referred the ques
as Colon Trlt - advice, not to the ;\d\-ucnrc-Gchﬂl’
barri : Mtb had suggested, but 1o the notofio®
ister, Mr. Charles Mars] : ;. Henfy
Gwillim and 2 | s Marsh, the friend of Sir /
outing o (“a .cudg'r of the fuction which was cnd:c)%
G 8 n all dircetions 1, oppose and embarrass B 2
overnment, b
-

sy
b
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CHAPTER IX

GENERAL MACDOWALL’S PARTING SHOT

Y the 30th November, 1808, much had occurred in
Madras to aggravate the gathering excitement in the

Army. TFaction had been busily at work in civil
socicty.  Sir Henry Gwillim had left for England in

§October, but before going he had delivered another
of his extraordinary addresses to the Grand Jury

attacking the Government, When the Governor in
Council teok steps to prevent the printing and pub-

Yishing of this address, Mr. Charles Matsh intervened
$with an appeal invoking the liberty of the Press.
' Active measures of obstruction had been commenced
iagainst the Bengal Commissioners who had come

down to investigate the Carnatic Debt. They had
decided that a certain bond put forward by one Reddi
Row, an Indian official of the Nabob’s office, was
genuine. It had been impeached by Mr. William
Abbott and other interested partics. The Com-
missioners belicved that the witnesses called before
them had committed perjury and they contemplated
a prosccution, But the other side was too quick for
them. Before the prosccntion for perjuty could be

- launched, Mr. William Abbott and his friends laid

charges of forgery against Reddi Row and another
Indian. These charges were made in the Coutt of a

E [ 49]
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magistrate named Maitland, who was himself 2 holdetn

of the Nabob’s bonds and 2 business pastner ofg
Abbott. He straightway committed the two Indiansy
for trial at the Sessions at the Supreme Court.
Bengal Commissioners,

set at naught and render

The_
who saw their inquiry thusy
cd useless, asked the Govern-._

ment to order the law officers of the Company te.
and this was done, while Mre
Chatles Massh was engaged for the prosecution. Thee

defend the accused,

trial took place before the
Strange summed up strong

so strongly believed

he refused to pass sentence, and finally
case to the Crown and got the convicti

Meantime the anti-g

Marsh with an addtess eulogizing

defence of the rights

in the dispute, and one of the peop
address to Mr. Marsh was Captain Jo
Sectetary to the Military Board and
of General Macdowall.!

A year had now elapsed

applied to the Court

status, 2 seat in the Governor’s

decessors had enjoy

actually been determined in

request, but the or
some time latet.

Chief Justice.

Sir Thomas,
ly in favour of the accused ¢
but the jury found them guilty. Sir Thomas Strangef

this to be a perverse verdict that]

overnment

referred thej
on quashed.d ]
faction presented Mri-
him for his fearless,

of juries. Everybody took sides

of Directors to give him the same,
Council, as his pre{
have noticed, it ha
to grant th
Madras unti
Commander-in

ed. As we

ders did

Meantime the

England

not reach

1 For a fuller account of the Carnatic Debt Questions

Appendix B.
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hief’s ex i
asperation had reached a point at which

it\could no lon
ger be controlled. 1
he} tendered hig resignation to the o November 1808

o ende ' Governor-G
) D?;?nglbto 11gnore the local Government g?lei;t
er he was told that if oned, i
be ;0 the Government of Madrals he resigned, it must
he General was at this .

] .
D. i i -

On

There he ﬂ::\::\ii? c:lembg e was at Masulipatam

delivered ¢ Luropcan regiment .

hﬁye . rﬁ;lnd'(-lddress to the soldiers, whicglgx appear:rld

and. disaffecti irectly intended to promote disco ;

been OVerlo:,ina He told them that the rcgimen?tlfn;

infer tha ghisen > 11n fact neglected, and he left thcmi
OVernment ;g ZCt Wwas not his fault but that of tb(;

. e M
tecorded address, that | fair to conclude, from this

. ss, that the C .

sim ¢ Lom ]

furtlkllar 1anguage elsewhere, Eagl alildcr-m-Chlef used
€t proof of his state of y in January he gave

mind. He forwarded to

On

Overnmen

t for transmiss;

the ver nsmission to the C :

¥y memori ourt of Di

May he haq Ornzl_g_’hose submission in the rr: cors

been made ffr Om:) tted.  This memorial hag i:(;:ucsl

It began 1 e comprehensive ang -
Y referring to nd aggressive,

allowance ang of dorg s bthe abolition of the Bazar

tta t
These. sai a o officets com :
taught fro » Said the memorial, “ we h::,a“:m
X . e
) alienable right ering the Service to IOOkeen
o Compla'm ghts. The Q on
of the prefere paper then went on
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allowance, with a passing allusion to the “ base a
unfounded insinuations * by which that abolition h
been supported, Lastly, the memorial commented
the grievance caused to the Army by the Command
in-Chief’s exclusion from Council.

The submission of this collective memorial by

officers of the Army was a scrious infraction of
cipline and a contray

ention of the orders to which
Commandcr~in—Chic

f had himsclf drawn attention
May 1808. The reference to old abuscs, such as t

bazar allowance, as among ““ the inalicnable right
of the Army, proved how largely a spirit of facty
actuated the memorialists. Had the Comma
1n-Chief retained at this date any sense of proyf
and any sound judgment of facts, he would®
refused to send on the memorial.  Instead of”
%'Ac not only sent it on but he supported it and prat
fts “studied moderation,” Ignoring  the ext
ordinarily liberal provisions under which officers W€
fow enabled to retire on ful] pay after twenty-f"
years’ service, he told the Government that the AT
had gradually seen  ¢he annihilation of every emol
ment that could afford present comfort or have he

out, though at a remotc period, a prospect of futv
Competency,”

While General Macdow
far as lay in his pow
Iepresentations of ¢

all was thus supporting, '
er, the unreasonable and irregul

he general body of officers, he al
lent countenance to the hardly less improper petitio
of an individual officer. Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leg
Was again to the fore with 2 grievance. Four troo,

[s2]

‘before a court-martial to ascertain why
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i WO
of his regiment had been sent to Peésﬁ’ :Isllfec; 0
were under orders for Travancore, af:{ i:d worthy
know why he had not himself been Zemdc e ot
to command them in the field. He_urge ) 1?'m o leave
‘reason, that it seemed like a reflection (;)n t : o
-him with only a troop of two at dZied il(j)ol;e brought
‘characteristic vehemence he demande o o bec
n.
placed “in so degrading and unpreccd'enteii1 a pﬁ(s)ltﬂodis_
The Commandcr-in-Chief was ev1der1 ly o otil.
pleased at the opening given‘ him by 21“5 e appeal.”
which he described as ““a candlq and mo er:nt-colonel
He expressed his sympathy with Lleufgn“ T post
St. Leger, who had been placed, he said, he strongly
cruel predicament.” At the same tlmer ot o
urged that Licutenant-Colonel St. Lege  about €
given the command of the force thalt wal ledged
operate against Travancore. He so en;EtZd would
himself that Colonel St. Leger, if appo o harater
prove a success and would “ do credit ;0 hls e beca
and- that honour to his countty W lfCWilliam the
inherent in his family since the days 0
an.” . ad
Nelf;ne proposed operations against T‘aﬁiﬁ?faim
already been the subject of many acrm}g £ Secretaty.
from the Commandet-in-Chief to the Cm;l ving been
General Macdowall complained of his notf athc foren
consulted regarding the composition ohirn St the
and other details. It was explained to 3 had been
expedition was an urgent matter an \teas and
determined on when he was absent from
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in a remote part of the Prcsidcncy; that full copies
all papers haq been sent 1, him; and that, on

Teturn to Madras, )y Chicf Secrctary had been s
to wait on him 4, his residence with all the lﬂ.t
Papers. None of these explanations had anv off
nor did the action of the
General Macdow
Lieutenant-CoIo

Governor in complying w
all’s recommendation and appoint
ncl Se. Leger 1o commund the fo
which was 0 advance on (he castern boundary
Travancore have any beteer reayl, .

On the 15th Jilnu;lr_\' Licutenant-General .\l:lCth
sent i a definjge Announcement of his intention
resign the office of C(»mmandcr—in-(;hicf. This pa
Was more in the hature of a2 manifea, than an ordin
letter, 1y recited, at considerable Jep gth, the Gener
8tievances, The decision of the Dircetors to excl

1 N . . . <
him from, Council had, he sad, placed hlm. n
extmordinary, SO unexampled, and <o humiliatun
Predicament

S 10 excite in hig the most pat
€motions,” After sixteen months’ trial of the posit
mined to bear i¢ n, longer.  “ By ad
ing tigidly,” he Went on, “to a paint of honour,
matertally affected, but 1

Y name shall not e branded with hd
feproach of haVing been the first General Otficer wi
retained 4 situat

1on afrer all lmpc of restoration to
former distinct

resolved thay m

FR3

on had expired, . . . | have *?TF
ignity, and my pride and sensibtht
MC to retire, even were the sacrif
CAnnot tamely submir 1o sce the exalt

Station disgraced in MY person, nor can 1 be answerab

[ 54]
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iation
he Army if T do not resist so uncommon Zc?f Y,l

- o oy it of a representative in Cou S~
Whlljruf:f:zcécncral Macdowall zas nilﬁt He felt

) t in Council.
With this lettler tfothreog:i;:r;i(s) injufefl feelingst:c)o II}::
Xnecessalrz 2S?arc\§cll address he 'laldntléff “ Had

rmy. : .
ofﬁr:c);s the full Cxw?t dOfw:ﬁS” di;o the address,
leutenant-General  Macdo 2. ffice (of Com-
‘I: lsel‘;lCtCCCdCd to the high and emcllla:iiazes en(io}’ed by
mander-in-Chicf) with all the adv first assuming the
his predecessors, he would, UPE;; sentiments on so
command, have promulgﬁtcd ircumstances of his
i ent. But the circu ropitious
ﬂatte'rmg a? \fr:; so humiliating and. uﬁi anxious
aP'Pomtrgenlincd addressing the Arm}_f int on further
fhat he dec Court of Directors might, his rights,
hop © tha.t th; ic;xduccd to restore hxm- to fors of
deliberation, be the new and cxtra Ordm.arythc m of
and, by alterullive o him to e?(era;ethe e
('}ovcmm(.’:nt, i n, as the representative O himself ;
tions of his Stam; ’Service and with credit to T all
with honour t(}t ech an occurrence appearing he has
1O prospect 01 Sljl\rmy and to his charac.ter, of this
in justice to the £ g A public declaration ready
determined todre:;r t he officers who were 1:inly .
sort, z}ddresseci much excitement, yasL 'Putenant-
wbouring un ereding and fully merits l:iwaving

gax;ger?;\slall)cr;:z’s COIY,lParison of it to 2 ma

olonel M

ine.
a torch over a powder matg; ZfolloW. Since the 3oth
was
Worse, however,

Nov b W 11 t 1
r, 1808, when Gcncral Macdo a (0)
ovember, , had d
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Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger that all proceedingi
against Lieutenant-Colonel Munro were “for tiff
present postponed,” a steady agitation against th

Quartermaster-General had been kept up by t i
malcontent officers.

On the 12th December, Licud
tenant-Colonel George Martin had put in a lengt

uf

teply to the opinion of the Advocate-General, #

which he had even argued that Munro had written hi#
note on the Tent Contract question not in his officisks
capacity but as a private individual ! A little lates#
the officers who were banded together in this mattef$
put in a fresh paper, withdrawing their request for b
court-martial, because the Advocate-General had

declated it inadmissible, and appealing to the Cour
of Directors to deal with Munro.

:
The Commander-in-Chief still hesitated.

e

The daté

of his departure was approaching and he had gives ™

no decision, although he had now reccived M
Charles Marsh’s opinion.  So late as the 20th Januaty
he saw Lieutenant-Coloncl Munro, and personally
told him that he meant to leave the matter to be dealt
with by his successor. A few hours later he changed
his mind, for reasons which are now unknown, and
he sent an official order to the Quartermaster-General

placing him under arrest with a view to his being
brought before a court-martial. A request for recon-
sideration was rejected, the reason assigned being that

he could not leave so troublesome a matter to be dealt
with by an incoming Commander-in-Chicf. Licu-
tenant-Colonel George Martin was appointed tor
conduct the prosecution.

Lieutenant-Colonel Munro thus found himself, a

[ s6 1
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week before General Macdowall was tO leave I‘s“i:‘f;
abandoned to his enemics. Only on¢ Cquﬁi;vfo the
open to him, if he was not to be subject an appeal
ignominy of a court-martial. He drc“_’ up he Com-
to the Governor in Council and sent o reatly
mander-in-Chief for transmission. Ths Stilp}%nuafY
increased the General’s anget. On Fhe 2 t-Colonel
he declared that he regarded peut? o and dis-
Munto’s conduct as ¢ extremely 1ndehclazea peal on
respectful,” and he refused tO forward € urf—martiala
the ground that his order related to 2 (ciowith which
which was a purely military mattet, &% to interfere.
the Governor in Council had no power eal direct
Licutenant-Colonel Musnro then sent bus 2pP
to the Government. low took Was to
The first action Sir Geosge Baf O:;l was refesred
consult his Jegal advisers. The aPpld to reply aftet
to the Advocate-General, who Was t(;al ini
consulting the Judge-Advocate-Gene The imp
of these officers was soon gwe'ni an officer 1B .the
of subjecting to 2 court-mattla N for cxpresslons
position of QuartermﬁStCr’Gcncrd m wiittes on #
used in a confidential mcmc)raﬁ uMoreOVef’ e
privileged occasion Wwas Ob.vlousa been accepte a
tenant-Coloncl Munto’s advice hflro pring him betor
acted on by the Government. rantamou?
a court-martial for such- advice ‘Zaéound . bo!
arraignment of the GOVeri(?rultenant lone neral
grounds it was felt that 1€ i

av

Statute & . in
ought to be protccted. Cs o ¢ Go egz e
control in all militaty xgattgt > intervese:
Council, and it was decide
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24th Januaty the Government wrote to the Co%
mander-in-Chief “ suggesting in the most earn®
manner,” that, as Lieutenant-Colonel Munro’s act ¥
really now the act of Government, the otder fof :
court-martial should be teconsidered and Mus¥
released from arrest, ‘
Under normal conditions such a represcntatioﬂ
might have been expected to succeed, but the Co®
mander-in-Chief had burat his boats and could 89
tutn back. He teturned a heated reply, saying thet
he regarded the letter of the Governot in Council #
“an implied censure of his conduct as Commandé&”
-in-Chief,” and declating that he could not altet ws
decision “ without compromising the honout of ¢
whole Army.” He went on to add that he shoul‘1
now frame an additional charge against Lieutenan®”
Colonel Munro, namely, that of having show?
disrespect to the Commander-in-Chief by prcsurﬂiﬂg
to appeal from him to the Governor in Council.

This letter constituted so direct a challenge to °
suptremacy of the Government that there was no optioﬂ
l‘vut to take it up. On the 27th January the Goverﬁof. k,
in Council teplied. General Macdowall was called s
upon to state definitely whether he intended to €0

ply with the Government’s orders on the subjeCtri’?

the release of the Quartermaster-General from artest
To this the Commander-in-Chicf answered that 1€
could not yield up his military authority without a
pIOFe§t, but if the Government petsisted in issuing a
positive order for the release of Licutenant-CONNE.
E\‘/Iumo,' he must, of course, submit. He added that

by this act the degradation of the Commander-if~

[ s8]
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Chief will be completed.” On the same ool t:ee
Government issued ordets peremptorﬂy ordering ¢ s
telease of Munro from attest, and the instruction W2
obeyed, . t-
The order of the Government ceached Lieutena?
Genetal Macdowall on Saturday the 28th ]anuag;
1809. He was sailing for England the pext da}g. Com-
had not yet technically given up the post & ill the
mandes-in-Chicf. 'This was usually f‘eferred :;dchY
depatting official reached the last portio the gr:urdaY 2
2t which his ship would touch, On the > hastily
General Order addressed to the AY .was te
Preparcd. It was in the following terms *

. nant-
. . of Tieute .
“The immediate departx;res O il prevent his
General Macdowall fromeg ‘taging L icutenant-
i ‘o of brin .
putsuing the design o Genesals
Colonel Munto, Quartermas " derd
for distespect to the Comrrcl1 .
disobedience of otdess, 20 o
military authority in havitg re defiance ©
of the Civil Gove:s:nment1 mh
: e
judgment of the ofﬁ.cet at :1 . S srest Of
who had placed him R ‘;r amber © "
preferred against him by * c
commanding native coxps i{onble- the
which appeal direct tO the 2cdo
ppeal = «-Genera  Gecretary
in Council, Lieutenat S the ief et
received a positive ordes 1fne o from 2
. _Colo
P o liberate Lieutenant C‘: A
Such conduct o the ?ve o
Munto being destruct!
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versive of military discipline, a violation of *hg
sacred rights of the Commandet-in-Chief, 2% .
holding out 2 most dangerous example tO

Service, Lieutenant-General Macdowall, in suf”

port of the dignity of the profession and of B%
own station and character, fecls it incumbent of .
him to express his strong disapprobatiod "‘ ’
Lieutenant-Colonel Munto’s unexampled PO
ceedings, and considers it a solemn duty impose .
upon him to reprimand Licutcnant-Colod® -

Munro in General Otders, and he is heseb!
teprimanded accordingly.”

This order was copied in hot haste on Saturdsf
afternoon. It was despatched in manuscript the S_anc
night—Saturday—to the principal militarys Statlot.ls‘
Next day ptinted copics were obtained, and in 5P .ﬁi'
of its being Sunday, Major Boles, the Dcput)"Ad]‘1

tant-General, attended office and signed furthe® -
copies for despatch. That afternoon, Licutena8®
General Hay Macdowall, having, by his rash and 117
considered proceedings, done the very utmost in WS
power to inflame the already agitated Army of MadraS,
embarked for England. The General was nob #
however, destined to reach home, for his ships the
Lady Jane Daundas, was lost with all hands somewhe®
near the Cape.! He did not live to see the setio®s
results of his conduct in Madras, nor is his explanation
of his actions on record. But he cannot, therefor®
be exempt from criticism and responsibility. »

.1 SO“}C of the last letters from this unfortunate officet 4
printed in Appendix D. ’

[ 601

CHAPTER X
'HE GOVERNMENT’S BLUNDER

ith
Up to this point Sir George Barlow had zgted 1;7’["10-
festraint and discretion. When Gene.ral ?nSulted
dowall made complaints of 0Ot being ;ered in a
sufficiently on military mattess, he was ans ons which
temperate manner and was given explaﬂ:zld upon the
were generally adequate. When he pres™ claims O
overnor Lieutenant-Colonel St ‘Legef? gt Travan-
be given a command in the expedition ag?ifd
core, Sir George Barlow at Once comp ced St. Leget
Commander-in-Chief’s wishes and aPpon}f:ichinop‘ﬂY-
t0 command the force moving from

k4
eger's
. nel St. 1
In a similar manner, on Lxcuteﬂaﬂt‘COIO

. o thaﬁks
. . cewed n . q:
complaint that his regiment had £6C5TE L roviding

from the Government for i alaCfltgr 1:: of suitable
several troops for service in Persxa,}?l?she 4 potice
acknowledgment was at ORC® pub rulant
was taken of General M'&Cdowal.l Sfaprcw a
in his letter of resignation, and his iced. The

o -
the Army was also allowed t0 Pasﬁalf of Lieuteos2®

‘ . €. . Oceﬂt
Government’s intervention 02 o save 2P lméoxced
Colonel Munro was undeﬂakention- was s of
man from a malicious Prose” eding

; d proc® 1d
onghe Government by the mfat\l;?:;e‘f judges wor
Géheral Macdowall, and few ‘%nwas pot i“sﬂﬁed.
hold (¥ in the circumStanGCes it
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Unfortunately, at this juncture Sir George Batlo® 2
§elf-restraint gave way. As soon as the Commad® 5
in-Chief’s General Order reached the Govcmmen:aﬁi‘
Monday, the 3oth January, it was resolved t0 T i
the fleet, which was not yet out of sight, and guns W‘&‘
ﬁr.ed from the fort with this object, but this Cﬂdeavo?’ij,i
failed. Other measurcs of retaliation were ther ‘,Ji

resolved upon. With hastc nearly as great an J

i
'
{
(]

3

&

unwise as that of General Macdowall, an Orde!
Government was preparcd and was issucd next ﬁ’ﬁ
the 31st January. After condemning in strong tefnﬁ*
the Commander-in-Chicf’s action, “it declared o0
gllough he had set sail, he had not yet rcsigﬂCd' F“
¢ purpose of preventing the possible r¢ etitiof 4.
further acts of outragc,iﬂid pthc Ordcz Gcnd’l.
Macdgwall was removed from the post of Commandcﬂ
m_-Cl‘nef. His General Order of the 28th Januafy v
dl.ICCted to be Cxpunged from every publlC reCOI '
Finally, it was declared that Major Thomas Bole*
DePUty—Adjutant-General, whose signature apP" ..
at tl}e foot of the Otder, was suspended from® ®
Service until the pleasure of the Court of Difcctdi

%‘(3‘;1;1 1‘;6 é{nown. The following day Licutcnﬂ{‘:c
el . Ca . gt
suspended. pPper, the Adjutant-General, was like

mét is quite possible to hold that the punishrncﬂt thuf
actimted' on Gen.eral Macdowall was justiﬁcd. 1
on in  publicly censuring Lieutc:m.nt—COlOnc

Mu i '
connro for appealing to the Governor in Cou?
veyed, and doubtless was meant to conveys 4

ce .
nsure on the Government itself. This was 2 grosle
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improper proceeding and called for SOme ProtﬁP:l
notice, although, as the Cornmimdf:r-lrl-(:h1ef 2
alteady set sail and no further * outrages 7 were reall?’
likely, his removal from office was hardly ncces.safY-
But the suspension of Major Boles fall.s into #
different category. Major Boles, like Licutenant-
Colonel Munro, on whose behalf the Goyernment
had just intervened, was merely 2 ministetial of’ﬁC:é;
In placing his signature to an order drawn U o s
superior officer, the Commandcr—in-Chlef, he W:h
Petforming a purely ministerial act. Every tjube
Signature purports and is PerfeCdy km?wn rt that
affixed merely “ by order.” It does not 1mPY ibility
the officer who signs the paper has any resgonsl ove
for its contents, of which te may wholly dx;apl?uf; t f;
To suspend Major Boles for signing 2% o to the
ordinary scope of his duty and ip Opedmnce atent
instructions of the Commander—iﬂ‘(:h1ef was & B
act of injustice. this
Attem]pts were afterwards made tO iefincilt was
blunder on two grounds. In the first P'a®
declared that it was essential to show that supetior
officer who obeys an illegal command O'fhhls
18 not protected. Lieu’teﬁé\ﬂt'cobnel Let 2
Advocate-General, gave the Governmeo® W
to this effect, and we find Sit GeOTES o OtO
to the Gover’nor-General that the Pu.mSl’lr'neril et
Boles was necessary to establish this PF;n:hliDs case the
it is hardly necessary to point out that !

. _Chief’s
i nder-it
principle did not arise. The Comma el 95
1 India Office Records : Homé, Miscellancov®
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THE WHITE MUTINY

f)rder, hOWever grave a breach of decorum, was got |
llegal, noy was his order to sign it. The seco )
sgssgﬁg tgt;a Wclllich the suspension of Major Boles ¥*
said that unfi efended was equally inadequate. 0
issued eran old ru‘le 10 General Order wa$
o to the Army until it had first been sent £ ¢
0 Sl\lf:}rln;nririt. But it was satisfactorily p.roved
in desuetude femstcd (which was doubtf"ul) it ha g
tomary to \:,: 101r many years, and that it was 09 o
hours after tllt 10 General Orders until twent)’ve i
ment. The (;eg had been dispatched to the -GOBolcS
theref, . detence of the suspension of Major
I fo r< fails on both poings. ot
Boli:ls a\ifagew can d_OUbt that the suspension of Mat)oe
influence of o arbltrf‘r)’ act undertaken un'deftaté
by the ma;‘_?ger. Sir George Barlow, justly lrélr—iﬂ-
Chief ‘m'ustll €sto of the departing Comman ewith
that c’iocu)m ) Stk at all who were connected " he
put himselfeint'h By this single error of judgmen'tion
from which nht € wrong and adopted a false post
clearer iﬂustrat-e could not afterwards retreflf- o
101 of the evils inherent both in 49 ]

Cratic power . .
and In surr . was evé
Presented, ender to the passions

-
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CHAPTER XI
INCREASING TENSION IN THE ARMY

ieutengﬁs lél}tment of Commander-in-Chief, which
Vacant “eneral  Macdowall’s - removal had left
GoWdi’e Ve C_Onferred upon Major-General Francis
ndia C<.) Thls,oﬂflcfff, who belonged to the East
of amiablmp any’s setvice, seems to have been a mar;_
Characy ¢ disposition, if not of very great strength o
in 1 er. C(‘)loncl.Welsh, who knew him at Madura
to ?171194, dC'SC'rleS him there as “ kind and con51fie:':1’tc13

» hospitable, the father in the community.

ad-he been Commander-in-Chicf a year earlier, it is

Possible thyt there would have been no excitement

The ,

10 the Army and no mutiny. But he was not appar-

entl}f 4 man of strong personality. Lord Minto refers
1 him i Slighting terms, and he seems soon to have
en regarded as a mere instrument for carrying out
I George Barlow’s decrees.
The first step taken by the Government affter
cneral Gowdie’s appointment was in the direction
of appeasement of the military excitement. In an
Or.der dated 6th February the proceedings coanCCted
With Lieutenant-Colonel Munto’s case wete reviewed.
n ConCiliatory terms, the Government declared that

b Mij; Vols.
Military Reminiscences, by Colonel James Welsh, 2 s

18303 p. 23,
¥ ) [ 65 ]
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they wete as anxious as anyone to guard the honout of
the Army. They had, therefore, carefully consider®
the memorandum which Lieutenant-Colonel Muﬂxi
had written in 1807, and they were convinced that :
was impossible, under any reasonable interpretatio®
to attach any offensive meaning to his words- ISY
hoped, therefore, that the matter of that papet wo
now be allowed to drop. ct
This order failed to produce the desired effect
The friends and followers of General I\Iacdo“’*’j11 s
already set to work to develop the agitation whic e
removal had excited. A small body of officefs © :
Headquarter Staff, Colonel Capper, the suspesce
Adjutant-General, Captain Josiah Marshall, Sec:etafg
to the Military Board, who had signed the addsess ¢
Mr. Marsh, his Deputy, Licutenant Stock, & de-
J. M. Coombs, the late Commander-in-Chief’s Aide-ce
Camp, and Lieutenant-Colonel Martin, who had take?
SO prominent a part in the attack on Munto, seem O
. have been the leaders. They drew up in secret €0 o
clave 2 memorial to the Governor-General, in whl‘fh’
after referting to the exclusion of the Commandet-1~
Chief from a seat in Council, they spoke of the Govert
ment’s intervention in the case of Colonel Munfe as
“a dangerous innovation and infringement of the
solemn laws of the Army.” They said that by the
removal of General Macdowall and the suSPer‘Sion.Of
Colonel Capper and Major Boles, “the exclusive
rights of the army had been violated,” and they begged
thf‘. Supteme Government “ to anticipate the extreme
crisis of their agitation by releasing them from the
L 66]
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fitro] of

to the S‘cat"l tuler whose measures were as detrimental
loyal 44 € as they were repulsive to the feelings of 2
A patriotic Army.

Chatalcstermemorial. was undoubtedly of 2 sgditious
Temovy) ;)f It exhibited the Army as demanding the
Veying 1, the Governor of the Presidency, and con-
“Omplieq : -thre?t that if their demands were not
tion » With, if “the extreme crisis of their agita-
into the-f fe not anticipated, they would take the law
awam'mr own hands. The document was, in fact,
At the of mutiny. .
oles ¥ Same time an address was prepared to Major
metit::dc Ondo.lmg with him on his * severe anfl uhni—
iftjug Punishment,” and proposing to fepait CSl
o by subscribing the full amount of his p’;(y af;y
Copies of these papers were taken
ECOCI;)nel (.:aPPer top Colombo, 13vhero: he m}tt ani
Iadmpa“‘ed General Macdowall in the ﬂl-fatfet
! 9 Jane Daundas.  Other copies were circulated £0
Shature jn the Presidency town, while others again

we TR
tF Sent to the Army in Travancote and to all military

to c10n3 and cantonments. Arrangements Were ttx;ancllii
. Ollect subscriptions for Major Boles apd to o
Seciléctyoa?im' ' é\lu this was carried on with as
Possibie. , ]
€iore 10ng, however, rumours of what was gé:;;g_
o €gan to reach Government and the nev&'; dic
:Janderfin-CMef. On the sth March Gc(rileffai) risions
t:lnlt:j Circular letter to officers in €O! rope(f) emotials
and g them that' he bad -heard 'of xrnpd P g thew
addresses being in circulations an

{671
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to suppress any such papers. Most of the officess ,

replied assuring the Commander-in-Chief that they ha
beard of no such documents and would repress thet?
if they did, but one, namely, Colonel John Cuppag®
sent a reply couched in ambiguous tones, and Majof
de Morgan wrote from Tellicherry in terms whi
seemed clearly to contain a defiance of the Government:
Meantime inquiries had been set on foot in Madzas o
find out who were the authors of the objc:ctionﬁlbc
" papers.  The clertks of the Military offices were
examined by the Advocate-General in the presence o
Fhe GOVCmOf, and no great difficulty was experience
in discovering who were the petrsons concerned.
. Information also began to come in regarding _the
circulation of the documents in the Army, and this at
once showed that Lieutenant-Colonel St. Legef was
implicated. The force of which he had been gif’en
the command had moved from Trichinopoly agains
Travancore in Jaﬂuﬂry, and in less than a month ha
reached all its objectives. There was, in facts little

setious opposition. The Diwan, who was the cause -

of the t’rouble, fled, and the Durbar submitted. TP
enemy,” wrote Colonel James Welsh, who bore ant

important part in the operations, “ proved far below -
our expectations.” Colonel St. Leger’s task was not

actually a very arduous one, but the Government had

issued 2 very handsome acknowledgment of the’

serviqes of him and his troops.

. Neither this order, nor the compliment paid i
n thﬁ: bestowal of the command, had, however, been
sufficient to conciliate Colonel St. Leger. ~ The 282"
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1
NCREASING TENSION IN THE ARMY

tcl:‘n 10 the Army was indeed facilitated by the con-
tiation of a considerable number of regiments 10
isravancore' “ An officer of rank and charactet .”
ti quoted by Lord Minto as having written aboutsthis
bn[le on the subject of the memorial : “It was
*Ought to me by Colonel St. Leger for signatuse. I
Pointed out that in place of being of any service to
heral Macdowall, it would forcibly impress of the
mlnc.ls of all thinking people the dangerous, not to say
atinous, spirit he excited in the Army against the
VY Government it was their bounden duty to support-
" they have a strange jumbled idea of military
Subordination; they talk of their rights as they WOuI:}
Of‘. # landed property secured to them by 2 legal grant.
‘eutenant-Colonel W. Macleod of His Majesty’s
9th Regiment subsequently testified that while he vtrlzts
*¢tVing under Colonel St. Leger in Travancote, the
!atter called on him with the memorial to read and sign,
& he approved. Colonel Macleod refused to SigDs

but he had heard that 400 officess of the Army 10

5 e Was other
rigncore had signed the paper The;thad taken 2

®vidence to show that Colonel St. Lege

cading part in fomenting the agitation, AHOUER the

Memotial was never actually despatched. 4 Madsas,
News of these doingsingtutally reache

and on the 7th April a letter Was despatche

esident in Travancote, instructing
Colonel St. Leger of his command an

. iant at
0 feturn to the headquarters of his <8

.o, ; . on eithet
Tnchmopoly. In this communicatiots erred to

. £
accident or design, Colonel St. Leger Was re
[ 69 ]
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9
without the customary prefix “the Honourable’
He immediately assumed that the omission W45
Intentional, and he wrote an angry letter to ,,thc
vaernment dated the 29th April.  “ Although, he
$aid, “it may be in (he power of the Honble. th°
Governor in Council to wound my feelings and 10
degrade me from my command, I am ignorant of 207
power or authority vested in him to annul the title £
Which my iy has elevated me.” This protest
against the carelessness o discourtesy of the Govert”
ment’s communication might well have been excuse®
but Lieuten’ant~Colonel St. Leger then Proceedcd e
tetaliate by giving his opinion on the treatment dealt
out to Major Boles, a matter in which he was cet-
tainly not calleg upon to intervene. If Major B Ol.e >
he 'said, had refused to sign the late Commander-1-
Chief’g General Ordes he would have deserved to be
Court-martialled for such refusal, and had Licutenant-
Colonel st Leger been a member of such a coutt-
€ would have awarded no punishment less

clear, The G

had Punished 5 man for doing what was merely his

Plain duty, Whether this was true or not, Lieutenant-
Colone] St. L.

not the legg
defiance of

) the Government to which he was sub-
ordinate,
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rom the Service as a penalty for such
The inference from these remarks Was ;
Overnment, in punishing Major Boles,

€ger’s action in writing these remarks was -
a breach of discipline and decorum and 2 -

CHAPTER XII

THE ACTION OF THE GOVERNMENT

The Government was by this time faced Wlthdla
Position of great difficulty. There was “ndou.btc Y
4 movement of seditious, if not of revolu.tlonaf{:y,
“ndency at work in the Army. A memorial of 2
81058ly improper character had not only been drawn
u ) : the officers
P, but had been widely circulated among e
of the Company’s service and had received emensge
SUppott. Two possible coutses were open to n
overnor in Council. One was that of Foncmag:er;
tI'he Order of the 6th February had,ewdenﬂyaﬂing
Intended g5 5 step in this direction, but in the preveffect.
YMPer of the Army it had failed to have 20y Boles
ndeed, so long as the suspension of l\;Iia)(t)lrwt any
continued, it was hardly to be expectec eems to
“heasutes of conciliation would succeed. Thiss ts were
ave been to some extent recognized, for attempearance
Made to induce Major Boles to make some apl::rnment
of Submission, which would enable the (%O:-General
0 pardon him with a2 good grace. Ma]oand urged
Owdie had himself an interview with BOlets Pledging
M to make some expression Of regrlf’;e’ sestored.
himself that if he did so, he would jon, howevet
2jor Boles, however, refused au.conce§5 o’ssible for
Otmal, and thus made it Prawcany n"I:i%n which it
the Government to retreat from the post
ad taken yup,
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It was hardlf
xistence of the memorial of d.lc
who had prepared and circulated 1t
the collection of subscriptions for Major Boles
was definite evidence of the spirit of insubordinatioB
which actuated 4 large number of the officers. AS
thoug.h to make syre that this was not overlookeds
Cap taln James Grant, whe had himself been on Sif

co1ge Barlow’s stag and who was now with the
CXp edltlonafy force in Travancore actually wrote tO
ﬂ.le Governors Private Sccretary ax’rowing that he had

ajor Boles, and resigning his
he Governor’s Bodyg”ard'
more open,

determined to take steps t0

awar .
d Summary Punishment to those officers who

wete known o
ment, Ip the
- WIOte a minyte
which hag bee
the action to b

RETETINY

be the leaders in the scditious move™
month of Apj gjy George Barlow °7
N which he summed up the information
1 collected, ang made proposals as t0 '

€ taken The G s estions
Wer y overnor’s sugg. -
Penz(:l ;ce:epzed.. Inan Order dated 1st May, 1809, tlzxe
Marsha)] ccided on yere announced. Captaift

and Lieutenant—Colonel St.

from the Service
Colone] Robert
Captain Coombs
2ppointments,

Bell, Colone] John Cuppage and
Were removed from their st
The hame of [ jeutenant-Colonel
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» Major e Motgan, Captain James Grant
‘ Leger were suspeHdCd oo
» While Lieutenant-Colonel Chalmets,

‘,

;

THE ACTION OF THE GOVERNMENT

Martin Was not included as he had already proceeded
to Englang. In referring to Lieutenant-Colonel St.
€ger it wag temarked that he had taken advantage
of the influence derived from the important command
Chtrusteq ¢, him by the Government to attempt to
Subvert (e authority of the Governor in Council.
CItain mingy action was also taken against other
Officers concerned, including Licutenant Stock.
ile the Government thus dealt with those whom
It regardeq as the leaders of the seditious moverr‘xeﬂt
n the Army, it endeavoured to placate the great body
of officers by declarations of confidence. The
Overnor in Council was convinced, said the Order,
t_ at the majority of the Army had resisted th‘.i tempta;
tion tq Participate in the dangerous afld 1mPf{°P;:
Schemes which had necessitated this fssue o t'tlel
rder, ang the Government particularly noticed vl’)l p
Satisfaction the good conduct of the Hyderil1 taer
Subsidiary Force in this respect. A fow days leztlter
enetal Gowdic issued, on his own account, :Ie said
to the Army dealing with Major Boles’ case. 1l mani-
that, a5 the late Commander-in-Chief’s farewe ﬁaior
€sto had been clearly illegal on the face of it, o
oles ought not to have signed it, but that lnhan}é?om-
€ did not deserve much symp athy, fjoii tc<:e Major
~andet-in-Chicf had himself tried to -nﬁ : stubborn
oles o express regret and had met with command
tefuga). He therefore instructed Oﬂ.qcers fu’zhe addtess
°f Divisions to prevent the circulation O

to Major Boles or any similar paper.
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CHAPTER XIII
EFFECTS ON THE ARMY

. Ovcfn’ )
THE actya] effect of the action taken by theefpccted-
ment was very different from what had becf;er of the ;
When Siy George Barlow issucd the Or

" reS‘
9, he was undoubtedly under the imp

authority of the G
distracted military
Wrote to the Govern
April he €Xpresses th

€ Wrote on the 16t
Smoothly ,4 could
Proper feelings peiq

ined
8 NOW very generally entertain
with tegard to he

»” :
. ent.” ",
authority of the GOVCI‘;mca nnot
n what information this "idea was founde

t
now be ascertained, by there is no room for d;lilcbh "
that it v wholly mistaken, as the events W
followeq Proved, ing tO
ieutenant~Colonel St. Leger, after desp 2ftChmgout v
the Overnment hjg letter of the 27th April, Sfit ot
0 teturn ¢4 Trichinopoly. But before he had 8

* Home, Misccllancous, Vol. 695.
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ing
uld have the effect of finally SUPP;‘ZS b? ;
in the Army, He believed tlea ders
officers who had been the Ilﬂe‘l:’. h the §
"novement he would re-estab lio the .
evernment and restore peace b he ¢
 In a series of letters Whlcth of i+
or-General during the mon bt i
is view. ] have not a do;ln ;s 3
h April,  that we shall go most -
be wished in future, the

MY
EFFECTS ON THE AR

; nt Order
Very far on hijg way the news of the Go‘ll\igcqit:rea he was
of the Ist May reached him, and at v him from
Brected with furgher orders Prob“bf:,mghim to make
Proceeding to Trichinopoly and Ordte‘nt li;e cast coast.
5 way ¢ Poonamallee by way o added that he
The instructions of the Gove.rnmentd of honour to
should he fequired to give his Wﬁr should be sent
Obey this direction, failing which he
OWn to Madras under guard. f the 1st May had
€antime the news of the Order o nd at once pro-
Teached the troops in Travancore, a]jttle doubt that
duceq great excitement. Thete was utiny and only
Y oW the officers were ripe for inonCe drawn up
Needed , leader. An address was ar at Madura. It
30d forwarded to Colonel St. Lege(;overnment had
eclared that the conduct of the » that the Atmy
“®0 50 oppressive and infamousf their blood than
Would <« tather lose the last c.er'P Othey have already
10t have redress for the injuies were all ready t(;
feceived.” It declared that they vent the Order 0
March at a moment’s notice and preand it aPPeak:'d o
the 15t May from being carried OUt,lead them. V(clie
ieutenant-Colonel St. Leger thoe letter, “as a he;lé
Sincerely call upon you,” Saldrct)ceediﬂgs from %126.”
' prevent such infam‘:fselg,es to die iﬁg’ofocileans
OtWard and we pledge o I St. Leger was by 0o e
But Lieutenant-Colone s offered him.
inclineq to assume the réle thu

had
itate, he

ialize and agt ief was
orialize is belie

€ver ready he was to mem f mutiny. His belie: For
t00 much Sense to approve O

. iolence.
t in vio
In the resources of the law, no
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God’ »» »
« kee; ;afiee’t ailg (\lVrote to the authors of the addze®

to firm repres 0 ot have recourse to arms. B
against a tymnt?tatlons and submission, athOug :
otders of the G He set an example by obeying the
the route indicatoz;emm.e“t to proceed to Madras y

. work to col] y »_\Vhdc at the same time he set

ollect evidence to support his case.

{

He .

framed
an i . .
adroit questionnaire, which he sent 0 e

officers
who )
had served under him in Travancof®:

aSkin t
8 them to say whether he had ever “used 2%

inﬂuencc
a )
s commandmg the Travancore Force » to

induce :
whetherﬂlllzmhatg ‘S‘lgn the seditious memorial, & |
authotity of the Gattemptcd the subversion of th’,‘
e know that whil overnment of Fort St. George:
for signatures ile in command he had, in fact, aSde?‘f‘f'
that in dojng s Olthe memorial, but who was tO 53y,
manding thf ch 1¢ had “ used any influence a$ :
officers were rljllvancore Force ”? Almost all the
Colonel’s Skilfuzlll ¢ conscientiously to answer the
and armed with Z} framed questions in the negativés’
enough to carry th 1(1:se replies the Colonel felt strof
Under the ad};i e legal war into the enemy’s countfy*
Marsh, soon afce of lawyers such as Mr. Chatles
affidavit in the Sf‘:;:r he reached Madras, he filed 32
action which he Preme Court as a preliminary to 2%
King’s Bench 5 f_fopos.ed to bring in the Court ©
Suspension and gslmst Sir George Batrlow for unjust
Was thus able to ?;derous and malicious libel. He
¢ threat of futyre liti Is enemy uncomfortablé
igation, and his departuf®
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com-s; -

C'{‘" I
r

EF
FECTS ON THE ARMY

IemOVe
Camp, 4 the only cool head there was in the military
The G
Stationg \;I(i)tilclfhthe 15t May was received in all military
€ address tq Ce ls ame cbullition of feeling as inspired
Made by e (f)HOnel St. Leger. 'The first move was
Orce, Ag officers of the Hyderabad Subsidiary
the officer, szto n as the Order reached Secunderabad,
ouncil ans rin ined to make plain to thc'Govemor
fpudiation of o the world at large their scomful
1 the ISth?\,I the GOYernment’s wotds of praise.
“the officers o they circulated a letter addressed to
Teferring ¢ s of t}jc Madras Army,” in which, aftet
them i theoGthe unexpected compliment » offered
ing of the .O., they declared that, far from approv-
“with 1}, acts of the Government, they had viewe
Xtreme ¢ most lively emotions of concetnl those
Were reg aICtS of power and exertion of authority,” and
Suspend Odved both to contribute to the support of the
of teme officers and to join in ““ any Jegal measures
res’cOratPerance’ dignity and firmness » for their
yder ll)on, T‘Y'O days later the officers of the
addresa ad Subsidiary Force on detachment at Jaulna
St. Lesed let_ters of sympathy to Lieutenant-Colonel
and Cger, ‘LleUtenant-Colonel Chalmets, Qolonel Bell
under aptain Marshall, who were the chief Sl'lﬁ-CfCIS
cone thﬁ G.O. of 15t May, expressing “ surprise aI:id
To Ce n” at the treatment those officers had receivec.
man olonel St. Leger they remarked that the arb1;1rary
eenner in which he had been treated « appeafs t0 ;Ze
nobj adopted for no other reason than that Yozlla 2
Y exerted yourself to Oppose the degradatio
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-..o0f ¢t .y

Support axilc(l3 sSeere, They also sent messages of

Captain Coo y? pathy to Lieutenant-Colonel Cuppag®
mbs, Captain James Grant and Major

organ, and
’ they expressed a wish to contribute 0

the su
COmmcI:IIl) (ztuOf-the O.ﬂ[icefs who had suffered for t
Early in S¢€ 1n which all were united.,
June the officers at Secunderabad took

the sus :
€ns
Pension bY Government of so many Valuab e.

and respe

genera] li)rrci::? officers had excited such great a0

i 1on that they feared the most fatal 40

“ Under these impression?
make some effort to avett the
g or, what may be the possiblé
ence, the separation of the ¢i¥

evils we see impendin
and Probable consequ
an;lvixlxxllxtary authoritje

ment that, with , fe

- the office
Sentimentrs.‘modf tohe. Madms Army were of but oné
Overnment andpmlon.regarding the late acts
Pledged ¢ g, considered themselves solemtf
While they d?s IZ ;)rt €ach other in obtaining redress:
overnor jn Cousg'l;ed any wish to dictate to the
expressed the Opin'l Of to comment on his acts, thef.
Testored and e ton that tranquillity would only b
Overnment OrdereXlStmg ferment removed if th°
suspend of the 1st May were rescindeds
ed officers were restored to the
SaPPOmtments. This address bof®
ubsidiary Forceomccrs belonging to the Hyderd”
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» )
$.”  They went on to assute th?‘

EFFECTS ON THE ARMY

The rece;
Hi::;egtgf It-?e seditious cogm.munications from
lews of what the Ydefabad_ Subsidiary Force and the
1 stitting yp ¢, ¢y were doing had a powerful effect
ency, 1, les ke rest of the Army all over the Presid-
completely equi nown that the Su’b51d1ary' Force was
to the party 1q }pped for field service, and its adhesion
8ain . 1 favour of revo.lt was thu.s an important
SuSpended o govﬁment to raise subscriptions for the
Cager to cont C_Ers also Spr.ead rapidly. All ranks were
Mentiong i hr'l ute.  Major Bevan, then a mere boy,
is shootin I}S3 teminiscences how he had to give up
Subsctibyp, g because he had no money left after
“ Suspen degd a whole month’s pay for the officers
atlow > 1 for their opposition to Sir George
I every' mijit - - e now
formeq ary station Committees were A
Ovemmo Otganize active measures against the
Station ¢ ent. ] Secret commun'xcatlo_ns were sent frgxg
on ag ¢ O station. Endless discussions were Carrie
Poseq O the course to be pursued. Plans were proi
suPPo,rtap proved and abandoned. Vows of mutltlrla
Wag were exchanged, but no clear line 9f policy
. 38Teed on.  The wildest rumours were circulated.
Supi)oli:mbay Army had promised, it was sa{d, :g
Sympath, Madras; the I.Sengal Army was 11kcw1sieled
ritin Y- Intense excitement everywhete lp;;;'li 01m.
said «% on t,he I Stb June, Lleutenant-COlOl;f 2
and th; t is impossible to convey to men Wi2 a e
ink rationally any idea of the state of the y-

17y, .
Z7tthlr{), Years in Ifldid, 1808—38, by Malor H. Bevan, late
Regt. M.I, 1839, p. 74.
[ 79 ]
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All respectable men in it appear to suffer a set of mad-
headed boys to take the lead; and the greatest merit 1
see any man claim is that of being passive, though all’
confess it is a period at which one step will involve the
country in all the horrors of a civil war, and there arS
nu@bers (such is the insanity that has got head) thaﬁ
desire to accelerate that event.”

. “ There are men now living,” wrotc Sir John Kaye
m. 1855, “ who look back with astonishment, almost
with incredulity, to that period of mutinous excite
ment. At many of the large Army stations th

officers of the Company’s re;rimcnts avowed them=
selves ready for any act of daring revolt. They
encouraged one another in treason; they talked Ofi
fighting against a tyrannical Government in defence ot
their rights to the last drop of their blood. Seditious
toasts were given at the mess-tables and wete drunk
Wl.th uproarious applause. The arrival of evety P QSt
raised a fever of expectancy. Lettess from the dis-
affected cantonments were eagerly read and instantly
circulated. The moral intoxication pCl'Vﬂded all ranks,
from the Colonel to the Fnsign.” If there were 407
cooler heads among the oHiT:crs or if any Counsei
:;:i c%31'1?dence or sanity were offercd, these wete SWFP

¢ 1n the flood of excitement.

Y Observation ; ;
by Lt.-Col. Maljcgfn:,be Disturbances in the Madrds Arry

jn 1809

[ 8] -

CHAPTER XIV

OuTg
REAK OF MUTINY AT MASULIPATAM

Ty
E first defin;
efinite act of mutiny was taken at Masuli-

Patan,

Pean Regin};:te were stationed the Company’s Euro-

of Native | nfnt’ the first battalion of the 19th Regiment

ative Infamry’ a detachment of the 39th Regiment

Ole force antry and a Company of Artillery. The

Officer who was generally under the command of the

Madras Ar Comma'ndcd the northern division of the

bsent, ancrlnyf but in May 1809 the general officer was

Cer in the command of the station fell to the
On command of the Furopean Regiment.

This W: 7th May, 1809, 2 new commandant arrived.
angf ;. s Colonel James Innes, a Scotchman from
or h’e 10t perhaps an officer of the highest reputation,

John OIS teferred to in disparaging terms in Captain

acleq crerk s Letters,l and Lieutenant-Colonel William
thougl, S,.Wﬂtmg to Colonel Malcolm,? remarks t?xat
abou§ ir George Barlow could have known not}.xmg
kne C.:Olonel Innes, Sir George’s military advisers
for w hln_l well, and must have known that he was unfit

I the situation.  On the day of his arrival, Colonel
nnes dined at the Mess of the European Regiment,

and a toast was proposed— The Friends of the

Y Letters of John Orrok, p. 101.
® Indja Office Records : Home, Miscellaneous, Vol. 736.
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Madras Army.” This does not sound a very Out®
fageous sentiment, but at the time it doubtless had 2
special significance, and Colonel Innes, who was 3
Qovernmcnt man,” objected to it, and suggested that
1t should be altered to “ The Madras firmy.”

1 ; . . 4
altercation arose in which the Colonel received, Of-

Imagined that he had reccived, some affront from some

of the younger and more hot-headed officers, and he.

left the Mess. Next day he called upon Licutenant
For.bes, who had PTOPOS/cd the toast, and Lieutenant
Maitland, who was Quartermaster of the regiment
to apologize for their conduct. They cefused, and
Colonel Innes then reported the matter to Head"
quarters.  He said that his report was merely intended
fOr. the private information of the Commander-if1= .
Chief, but nevertheless it was an official report and was
treat.ed as such, and a few days later orders wete
received directing Lieutenant Forbes to proceed to
Kondé_lpillai, a small and solitary outpost, and femov-
Ing Lieutenant Maitland from the post of Quartet-
:gnris:: Is'éns':tl?cse. p unishn‘{cnts naturally produced 2
flered th ion in the regiment.  When Colonel Innes
I(iieutcn:nf 5p Osthf Quartermaster to ano.ther officer,
Innes then uiilzl'xe, be refu§cd to accept it. Colonel
reference to the h Or(l.sl)_‘f’llxch were mt'erpret,ed as 2
disbanded. His rEossxklhty of the regiment’s being
it added to the :1hr:11 o dwﬁs’. of course, repeated, and
By an 1 h and excitement. . .
hapgened ::Iliic}: [? e an cvent fflmOst immediately
Colonel and his re rought the 111-\v1l.l between the new .
giment to a practical issue. Orders
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haq lately arrived from England prohibiting the
employment of men belonging to His Majesty’s forces
as marines on vessels of the Royal Navy. In May
1809 Admiral Drury, who was commanding a squadron
on the coast, applied to the Government of Madras
fora party of Europeans to serve as marines on board
?he ships under his command, and the Govemment
issued orders that a detachment should be supplied
from the Luropean Regiment at Masulipatam. On
zr}d June a further order was received directing
Lieutenant Maitland, who had just been removed fropn
the post of Quartermaster, tO embark as officer 1
chatge of this detachment and warning Licutepant
Forbes to hold himself in readiness O proceed to
Chang, a far-distant and unhealthy settlement. N
The receipt of these orders brought to 2 head the
dlsCOrlten'c in the regiment. On the 3rd.]une t 3
officers formed themselves into 2 Committes, al?
adopted a resolution to oppose by force the embafka-
tion of the party which was to be sent for service as
Marines. Although a little Jater this resolution \_Wi
Tescinded, the excitement was renewed by the arriva
of orders for the supply of two more Pam?S_OE marm(;Sé
This seemed to lend support to the suspicion that t

; : and the
Overnment meant to disband the regiment,
meant ened. When,

determination to resist was strength bark the
On the 24th June, the ships which were t0 em sr o
men, a frigate and a sloop, appeared in sight, 2 4¢P od
tion of officers waited on Colonel Innes and 1b Cg% a
him 1o suspend embarkation until the result loncl
teference to Government could be known. Colo
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Innes refused. He said that he meant to rc_ques,‘ d:;
captain of the frigate to land a force to asstst hlmu
carry out the embarkation, and that he would also
the detachment of the King’s regiment——thc soth
—and the Artillery for the same purpos¢:
deputation retired to the barracks, where the 1
the regiment were apparently taken into confidenc®
their officers. P
About one o’clock on the z5th June Colonel Inf
gave orders to the Adjutant of the regiment t0 w 0
the party told off for service as marines to be ;eaé}’ "
embark at 6 p.m. that evening. The news of the 158
of this order soon reached the officers and from
was communicated to the men. * Nothing Cos ”
exceed the tumult which followed in the barrac e’-
says a report; “the men were turned out and ¥
officers were with them.” The resolution, ¥
had been adopted three weeks before, to 0ppose i
embarkation of the detachment, was revived, butthc
order to prevent the risk of a collision betweet
European Regiment and the King’s troops
sailors, a fresh plan was determined on. Abohc
3 p-m. Major Joseph Storey of the 1st Battalion ?f t
19th Native Infantry, the officer next in seniority .
Colonel Innes, accompanied by a number of oth®
officers, proceeded to the Colonel’s bungalow 27
tried to persuade Colonel Innes to recall his orders af)
Postpone the date of the embarkation. Colonel I“nj
again refused, and Major Storey then told the Colo#
that unless he gave way, he would place him uf* ;:”
atrest “ for the safety of the garrison.” What ¢
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cried Colonel Tnnes.  “ Place me in arfest, sit ? .I Ca?,
Place you in arrest and all the officers of the garrison.
But in this he was mistaken. Major Storey rea!lirl
held the key to the position, for the men were w1t1
him, and he knew it. He therefore told the Colone'
that he was under argest, posted sentries t.o enforceuhls
otders, and, assuming command of thestation, canceli€ .
the instructions for the cmbarkation of the detachmen
to serve as marines. Next day he sent tO Madess i
teport of what he had done. At the same tume urgen
despatches were sent to Secunderabad, to Jaulnali' -
Setingapatam and to other militaty stations, t€ “rlf
them what had happened and asking' for Suppothe.:
The action of Major Storey at M.asuhpatam o
25th June definitely began the mutiny. lipatam
The news of what had happened at-Masusltzte o
Caused a great increase in the already exiStng h had
excitement. The Committees of OfﬁcerS, Whlfc:'autions
by now been regularly established in many s1V€S tc;
by mutual communication Pledged themslﬁ)ivisioﬂ-
support their brother-officers in the Norther?d immedi-
It was expected that the Government WOU he mutiny
ately resort to force in order to put down ® Elna and
at Masulipatam, and at Secunderabada Jah to the
elsewhere, plans were formed to marfd they be
aid of the troops at Masulipatam, shou .
assailed. i Notth
Although the seriousness of the event§dlelet:§y hasty
Wwas recognized, Sir George Barlow avo? n officer of
action, He determined to send UP thd an inquity
established reputation and high rank to
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and to endeavour to restore discipline. His choice fell
on Lieutenant-Colonel John Malcolm, afterWﬂd§"
_ General Sit John Malcolm and Governor of Bombaj* -
Malcolm had been Private Secretary to Lord Wi ellesleys
in which capacity Sir George Barlow had known h:l

well. Subsequently he had held important politt

employment both in the Mahratta country af
Persia. He was, therefore, an officer of tried expe
ence, and as he had belonged himself originally @
Madsas Army, he must have scemed admirably suste
to serve as an envoy from the Government to the
recalcitrant garrison at Masulipatam. So indeed
might have been, had he been-willing loyally to su
ordinate his views to those of the Governor a8
carry out Sir George Barlow’s line of policy-

He reached Masulipatam on the 4th July and at oA
held a conference with the leading officers. AmofS
them he found an unexpectedly violent feeling P*&
valent. ‘They were at first inclined to refuse to
anything to do with him, for they had received lettess
from Secunderabad and Jaulna advising them t©
regard him as a Government emissary. Though the¥
consented to receive him, they refused altogether ©
accept his advice. “ Speaking under the stroP8
influence of passion,” as he says, the officers declase
that they had gone too far to retreat. He persua e
them to abandon their plans for an immediate mafrc
towards Secunderabad, but further than that they
would not go.

On the day of his arrival at Masulipatam, Lieutenant
Colonel Malcolm addressed a letter to Sir Geot8®
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B . )
e:;slg: n W.h'lch he painted in the darkest colours the
weak riaiosﬁlon there._ Major Storey, he said, was 2
Mittee of "‘;m‘_i the garrison was controlled by 2 Com-
the office violent young men.” The delusion that
complet fs “TOQld not proceed to extremities was now
within :hy dlSSlp_ated, and there was not a single corps
tesistan e Presidency that was not €O itted to
the onl ce to the Government. He considered that
ara y means of tranquillizing the Army was by the

Ii;t of a general amnesty.
1ette:Xt. day, the 5th July, he wrote anothet and longef
and , in which he repeated his view of the situation
exhorted the Governor to bow before the storm.
Got content with mere generalities, he now sent Sit
Wfl?tge Batlow 2 draft of the Government Otder
hich he proposed should be issued. It Was long-
winded and high-flown in diction, but practically it
amounted to nothing less than 2 complete surreader
to f‘he demands of the Army. It spoke of the officers
3s “ 3 highly meritorious body acting under the strong
impulse of warm and honourable but mistaken
feelmgs.» It promised to move the Court of Directots
to pardon the suspended officers in view of the high
character they had held. It restored Colonel Bell to
the command of the Artillery at the Mount, Colonel
Ch"‘.lmets to the Travancore Force, and Licutenant
o Maitland to the Quartermastership of the Europeat
M"‘g*-'e@meﬂt- It declared 2 general amnesty for all acts
L muti i : nati rted up to that
o ,& 3 +"The only point not made cleas
* George Batlow could continue 0
(871
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Ma ]
dec?sri?)ilsaitxirl ahcc had thus publicly reversed all. his
soldiery. It hqsc;ptcd all thc. dcmand‘s of a rebelliov$
have broken ‘do\fnc ! ;""“ said that if :1£1)'t1'1ing cou
Barlow, it would hav e ICSOJLIUOI.) of Sir Geors®
and such 1ave been the receipt of such a lettef
represent Proposals from his trusted emissary a0
ative.
corlzl;ef:?;ezarntf‘colf’nd Malcolm was not able-to
weakness of the : t] -Wlthol}f revealing the underlys
clearly appeared FO 1y \"h’Ch_l}c recommended.  ThS
“ The GOvernmemrf: some of its concluding passages ’
positive and ﬁnaln t’. fan the draft, * must declare e
this proceedin Irtso-lut“_’ll not to alter or mo
ties and demaxfcis oft \[:Vl” yvield no more to the entf€d”
so infatuated and s ; ¢ Army; and if any officers 31
public good and tho ost to every consideration of the
as not immediately ¢ general prosperity of the countfy
to abandon the}r’ on the promulgation of this Orfief,
Government must }f resent  course  of proceedmg,
such an extreme, m, owever much it may deprecate
which becomes 4 ceet it with that firmness and courag®
of Great Briazn» — p - ed uthority of the EmPA
colm did not fcél ce 1S passage indicates that Mal-
remedy. The Arm rtain of the cfficacy of his own
young men,” m;j hty, controlled as it was by “ violent
ment’s hllmiliatj;gl ot be content with the Govern-
more. In sych agn concessions and might deman
fecommend was an eeg.el?_t’_ all that Malcolm could
courage ” of which xhl ition qf that “ firmness a8
would have the adoption of his proposals
proved t[he absence. The complete
88 ]
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b
f;;] 1;1';15 trcuynoaf such a course of policx was too obvious
Lieutenant rcly lsmous chance of being adopted.
longer 4¢ ]\,} ° ?nel Malcolm rel?qalncd several weeks
exerted in | asulipatam._ Tﬁe influence which he
Worse exce f?cplng the mutinous officets thete from
Wrote Sc‘vc 551051 was undoubtedly valu.able. He also
derabad anrf ctters frqm there to friends at Secun-
Siderable i(ﬂ Jau]“&’i which seem to have hafl a con-
Masulipa,{an uence.!  But so far as the mutineers at
them to nl; were C)Oncemed, 'he quite failed to bring
Mmisguj de;u mit. Probably his sympathy \X'flth thgse
in acoul men was too strong to enable him, whd.e
Prejudice touch with tl?cm, to overcome their
ecome s 'ﬁ}ﬂd preconceptions.  He scems t0 have
as POSsib?nmouS to escape from his position as soon
o Mady e. He apparently thought that if he returned
his vie ?‘S’ he could persuade the Governor to a@opt
and as“s. When, therefore, General Pater ‘ar.n.ved
Mal sumed COmmar'ld of the Northern Division,
colm left and hurried back to Madras.
infgl 2 arri\{al there, however, he found. that his
Baﬂo?cc “"l?h the -GOV?I‘T]OJS was gone. Sir G?o%'ge
His trV reccived him civilly, but without cordiality.
As C ust in Malcolm had obviously been destroyed.
« olonel Close bluntly wrote a few weeks later :
Sez?nhcn you departed for I\Iasulipatam, you flo not
to have understood sufficiently the line of
Procecding which Sir George Barlow had it in mind
tun ft ursue. This I consider as t.extremely unfor-
e.”2 Malcolm had, in fact, intended, not to
1 See Appendix F, Nos. 6 and 21.
¢ See Appendix F, No. 19
[ 89 ]
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follow Sir George Barlow’s linc of policy,
Barl9\v follow his. When he found this
P O?Slblc: he threw himself more and mor¢ into
attitude of opposition, and became one of Sir Geotf®
Barlow’s most dangcrous enemies.!

1 :
See Appendix E, on Licutenant-Coloncl Malcolm and
Madras I\fu(iny.

[90]

CHAPTLER XV
CRITIC .
IICAL POSITION OF THE GOVERNMENT

CoLong
theLO(I;\I;I;eI:I[{;’;COLM was by no means alonc in urging
the Army, XEE to surrender to'thc demands of
iVision.__ Colonlc(;s'tr Cg;cry Qﬁiccr in command of 2
Colonel H. Davis in 3 . Montresor 111ySecu.n4craba§1,
Trichirmpc.)l : 3 Vl% in Mys‘orc, Col(?ncl W. W1lk1r'1$on in
Ctude terms} _;il‘lt similar advice, thqugh in les's
Certainly Wo. 1 ad there been a cou'ncd of waf, it
The po uld not have fought on this 0ccasion.
thfeaten}i)n f‘tlon indeed became every day mote
mutiny bé- Not only was M'as'uhpatam in open
now déﬁnl'lt ;hc Hydcmbad Spbmdlgry Force had also
As car] itely declared its dlsobec'hencc to al.lthonty.
Jaulna y as the sth July the regiments stationed at
COmm;ng'n the front}ers of Bcrar, presented their
ing that ing officer with 2 mutinous 'address, der.nand-
at Mas IY}O steps should be taken against the mutineers
of the 111:1patam, At Secundcrabad, the he.adquartersf
the 5. orce, \yhcn an order arrived filrectmg one t(})l
to mPOY regiments, the 2nd pattalion of tl'le Ioh,
seve arch to Goa, the officets Fommandmg the
veral regiments in the garrison waited upon Colonel
MOntresor’ who commanded the Cantonment, and
requested him to cancel the order t0 march. He
refused, and next day, the 18th July, he was served

[ o1 ]
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. f
with a paper signed by Major George Neale @

1st Regiment of Cavalry and 68 other Omgilr:f’iod'
which his authority was frankly set at naught an d Subsi'
“We,” it said, “ the officers of the PI)'dFraba obtal
diary Force, having united in a resolution ,t(?d us
redress of grievances, deem any attempt t0 div! ; tiof:
incompatible with and destructive of that resolt ¢he
We therefore will not consent to the rcﬂ}o"a ,
2nd Battalion of the 1oth Regiment of Native 40
whose assistance may soon be necessary to usd of.
whose attachment to our cause we¢ are assure 410
But we will nevertheless obey all orders addresse the
us by the officer commanding this force of
interior regulation of its duties.” Oy
On the 215t July the officers went further e
that date an “ ultimatum ” addressed to the Go¥ 08
ment of Madras was presented to Colonel Montrc.s
which formulated the following specific demaf 5
1st. The rescindment of the Government Of:if;
of the 1st May last, to be acknoWledgcd ef
published by Government in the same m
as the Order itself,
2nd. The restoration to the Service and f©
appointment of every officer who had
femoved from any situation or SUSPcndC
Service,
3rd. The trial of Licutenant-Colonel Innes by i
General Court-martial for his conduct as
Masulipatam while in charge of the Mads®
European Regiment.

[92]
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4th. The removal of those officers on the General
Staffs who had advised Government to prose-
cute the measures which had caused the present
commotion in the Army.

sth. A general Amnesty to indemnify the proceed-
ings of the Coast Army in the measufres they
had been forced to adopt.

This  ultimatum » was sent to Licutenant-Colonel
Montresor under a letter signed by six officers com-
ma'ndi“g regiments who pledgcd themselves to be
Satisficd if the Government conceded the above
Propositions. Licutenant-Colonel Montresor, in for-
Warding the papers, assured the Government that the
whole of the Army in the Company’s service was
united in making these demands, and he expressed the
Opinion that the Government would best consult’lts
dignity by yiclding to necessity and thus preventing
4 sanguinary conflict. .

News was soon received of similar occurrences 11
Travancore. An otder had been sent tO the force
there directing three battalions tO march from the
headquartcrs to fresh stations. This order was dis-
Obeyed, and the Government’s injunctions were
defied in the same manner as at Secunderabad. The
officers concerned informed Colonel p. Stuart of
H'M"S 19th Regiment, who was in comn.land, tg?'t.;:
It was evidently the Government’s inte.nt1'on to divi ‘
the Native Corps so as to bring them within th; pozz
of British regiments, they would not march as 1r;fc rcé
Colonel Stuart reported that he was powerless to ento
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the orders of the Government. Alarming Mﬂ!““%

came from all parts of the Presidency, m4 the &P *?
tion of the outbreak of a civil war Was Wldc‘f‘PI 6
helm 12

Fortunately the man who was at the ed e
was not casily dismayed. He received unmoO b

despairing counscls of Colonel Malco i

hesitating advices of his other commanders: :

ever mistakes might hitherto have been lald, 0

George Barlow’s account, there is no questio® %
that n0¥

that he faced the alarming situation
fr‘onted him with cxtmordizﬁry resolution and cO¥°2
“.lerc was rcal danger that a military com ald-"t“
rr_nght subvert the civil Government. ¢ the &,
sign of wcakness the regiments would h
:md‘ marched on Madm;
_Ifnergftic measures were taken tO
:"e:&tol;arlyk in July orders were issued,
te i, feak up .dﬁngcr()us conccntmtlox‘ls.O g‘
Ongn.lcht‘s, and a circular was sent to officers in &5t
troopt:lsalggs Sf‘”iﬂg for a report on the temper o b’
taken to mai lr.cc“‘_‘g_ ﬂl'l necessary measures ofth"
critical po:iltl'lmm' discipline. When news c'ame s
urgent letterlon.m the Hyderabad Subsidiary L4
July to the SG\\ f:rc addressed on the Iztb and 0
send to Madmsogﬁn;or f)f Ceylon requesting sy
he could spare (t)lc European Infantry an | g
Closc,avetcl-an' 1 n the 14th July Colon€ A
of Serin who had earncd renown at the cap
gapatam and who led great resp
among both Euro command¢ g °
Proceed from Pool;eans and Indians, was.mstrud 1 10
assume comman a, where he was Resident, 27
d at Secunderabad.

[ 94 ]
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A
ge“‘3r\:lrlel:rl‘:nlfgreer,tﬁil the 218t July, as the news became
For the protectio eagenmg, furthet steps were taken.
Was formed on ?10 It{he seat of Government, 2 Camp
uropean troo he Racccourse at Guindy, and the
there, Plapg ps, as they arrived, were conFentrated
Army of 12 were drawn up for the .fgrmatlon of an
half truStw(;;)t(;O men, half to.be British troops and
Present under tg scpoys. This was placed for the
of the 15t Foot e command of Colonel Henry Confan
was ready, it h. It was proposed that, as soon 23 it
threateneci tr > Eul‘_l march northward to fie.al with the
The G0vemou le in the Hyderabad Subsidiaty Force.
send whate ment ("f. BOmba.y was u'rgently moved to
assist Mad ver British regiments 1t could spare to
Mysore D mli’ and a request was addressed to the
On the ur6 ar to supply zoco Cavalry.
taken, T}: th,JUIY a.nother and still bolder step Was
Madras A ¢ dlsaffCCtlor} among t'he officets f)f the
that thej Imy was so \Yldespr.ead, in fact so universal,
where 4 r presence with their regiments Was every-
the Standmenacc' At any moment they might raise
take ste ard of revolt, and it was 'dec1ded at once to
Were Ps to separate from thelr'regxments all men who
the Orc(l) t prepared at once to bind therpselves to obe}tf_
divisi ts of GOV_Cmment. Officers 1n command O
visions and stations were instructed €O call on all

E .
uropean officers belonging to the Company’s service

u : ! on ¢
nder their control to sign the following declaration :

“ We, the undessigned officers of the Honout-
able Company’s Service, do, in the most solemn
manner, declare upon ouf word of honour 85
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rs A

rec”
eorge 2
Georg 1 we

British officers that we will
support the authority of the
Governor in Council of Fort St.
ably to the tenor of the Commissions w
hold from the Government.”

i R . . st \Vas a
Any officer refusing to sign this T¢ Jered

be removed from his military dutics a0 crween
proceed to the coast, and to reside at any P 2 offcers
Sadras and Negapatam which he might select o dra¥
thus removed from duty were tO be allowe qy from
their ordinary pay and allowanccs while 'av.a}éemeﬂt
their regiments, and werc thus offered 20 md'u At

to submit quictly to this mcasuf¢ of SCPﬁrathvxsiO“S
the same time the Officers CO"“m“nding l
were directed to assemble the native O
explain to them that some of the Europea?
in order to securc advantagcs for themselves’iﬂ ed
disobeyed the orders of Government. I was P
out that the misconduct of these © cers WO
benefit the native officers and scpOY® whos®
was to obey whatever officers the G‘)chmmt
aPRoint. The Government therefore cal | to the
native officers and sepoys tO remain 21 ' ‘
Company.

On the 26th and 27th July
for the imposition of the Test
out in Fort St. George, at the camp neat M h tl
St. Thomas’ Mount and at Vellore. Alchoud
wotds of the Test closely followed the tef
officets’ commissions, few consented tO sigh

[96]
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Zt:ndgiyn;)éi '(\:vere dremoved from duty .anc,l their' places
Much indi ma:_fs eputed from the King’s regiments.
It was saii . ion was expressed at these proceedings.
taken by sur hat the officers had been entrapped and
pesfectly le T}iﬁtl?lsc. It secms,_hoxyeve.r, to have bec:n a
tion againsgz tllmatlc step, hav1qg in view the combina-
which had adIC. c%al authority of the Government
Presidenc mittedly been formed throughout the
y.
Shﬁil?d;:r stations .the officers in commz}nd a\t first
exeuses o om enforcing the Test, and either glade
In coer r tried to alter or soften the words prescrlbed.
| directin}: case, prompt qrders came from Madras
‘G g the exact exccution of the instructions of
'Government. At Quilon, Colonel Stuart hesitated
to call on his officers to sign, Tepresenting that they
would all refuse. He merely received a curt com-
mand to do as he was told. The officers then signed
a modified form of Test, promising obedience to all
Ord.ers provided they were not called on to act against
their brother officers. Again the indomitable will in
Madras insisted that the prescribed form of Test must
be signed without exception 21 condition. Colonel
Stuart was thus compelled to catrv.out the orders of
Government, and all officers but four refused to sign
and were suspended. A very similar course of events
occurred at Cannanotc. Colonel Forbes in corr}maﬂd
ijthefe assured the Government that all was well and
strongly deprecated the imposition of the Test. He
teceived stringent orders to carry it out at once. Agamn
a qualified version of the undertaking Was tendered,

" [o7]
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. : iected.
and again it was summarily Ie)carrie ;2 fe¥
orders of the Government Were Carc fuse wcz:
officers signed, but the majority ¢ oth

ed 3t °
suspended. The same drami was enaclr; indig®>
centres—Bellary, Cumbum, TrichinoP? n; es Wer
Madras and Palamcottah. Very few ,Slfl Presidcncy
anywhere obtained. Indeed in the ¥ The £ests to Z
less than 150 officers signed the Test. were £emove
number of over 1300, including Cadet(si’ (o the place®
from their regiments and proceecc® o
indicated for their residence on the €35t tcacir L gi‘”cnts
This separation of the officers from t Gove ot
constituted an important succcss for the Ipless: ¢
Away from their men the officers wete be Ps s were
regiments thus denuded of theif o\vﬁB ish 768"
provided with fresh commanders from Pr w the
ments. The new officers might 1% st be selied
language of the sepoy, but they could at 12 clieved o
upon to obey orders. The regiments ™ gige
disaffected officers, instead of being 2 source
to the Government, became an element ¢ str0 {
The institution of the Test was, in fact, 2 maste |

th
of policy. It succeeded through 2 1318 are'? O,fwg
Province. At only three centres besides Mast 1p di
namely, Secunderabad Jaulna and Seringapatalm,
organized and active t’csistancc afterwards developr
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CHAPTER XVI
THE MUTINY AT SECUNDERABAD

Coroner CrLose had received the orders of Govern-
Ment directing him to proceed to Secunderabad about
the middle of July, but nearly a fortnight passed

efore he started. He left Poona on the zgth July
and proceeded by rapid stages towards Secunderabad.

he officers there were by no means inclined to wel-
€Ome him. A letter was actually sent by the Com-
fMittee to meet him on his way, telling him that his
Setvices were not required and that he was not to come
o to Hyderabad, but he took no notice of this pro-
hibition and pushed on as fast as possible towatds his
Siesﬁnation- He reached Secunderabad on the morn-
Ing of the 3rd August. Soon after he arrived at the
'ReSidenCY, Colonel Monttesor came to see him, and he
cxplained the reason of his coming and the nature of

s orders, which left him no option but to assert the
Authority with which he was invested. They went
together towards the Cantonment, sending wotd to
the officers to meet him there. No attempt Was made
to prevent his entering, and the main picket turned
Out under arms and saluted, but none of t}}e officers
t0 Whom he sent summonses appeared.  Major Neale,
the senior officer of the Company’s troops and Major

cacon were, however, present, and Colonel Close
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S
read to them the text of the Test flﬂd m‘yﬁ’}; g
them that they should either sign 1t Of W '

. e
all exercise of mulitary function. Major cetiﬂ’ "3
had scemed © strongly affected ” ‘ft mnns did nof
Colonel, replied that the Government's teS .
offer any security for their brother ofhcet
patam. He urged that the officers wefre

anited
s hout

" W
by ties and that they could not now ¥ ithds othtif1

redress, and he asked for time to €ORS i him 0
officers. Colonel Close, however
decide at once, reminding hi )
his rank, and urging him tO take this € I
honourable retreat. The Major was d i Yr im ¢
by this appeal, but said it was impOSS‘blc "
accept either of the alternatives offered t0
Government.

The appeal to the Europeal
ff“iled, Colonel Close said that he 1oV ¢ unicat
liberty to take another coursc and t0 com® 0
direct with the native soldiery. Turning 02 % d ¢
cavalry, which was drawn up near, he espl fices
them that a dispute had arisen between the ’
and the Government, and pointed out that
not affect the native troops, whose 2
the Government. The men secmed 1O istef}
assent to what he said, but at that mom¢
sepoys of the 2nd battalion of the 16t > s
1’1_151.1i_r1g out of their place of arms and form mg.l
divisions immediately in front of him. The .B'n'ns
officers were exerting themselves t0 form the d‘v.ls-loI
with regularity. Colonel Close rode into the divisio?
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callj
t E;n}%af n the native officers to let him know why
i a. t’;ilken to their arms, and urging them to obey
appealed © ep resentative of the Government. He
by the hpartlcuklrly to one native officer, taking him
Primin shoulder fmd asking him why the men wete
advancidand loading, but be could get no reply. He
Could to the frOn.t division of the battalion, but
battali§et no one to listen to him. By this time four
and g ere formed up with artillery in the middle,
to seiz re is some reason to think that it was intended
the crie' the.perSOn of Colonel Close. If so, he met
and MSl‘S with great adroitness. When Majot Ncal_e
dee ajor Deacon approached and expressed thetr
in 5 fegr.et.; that any circumstances should place them
Shoﬁ(};os‘tm}l to the Colonel, Close replied that. he
for wh consider Major Neale particularly respc'mmpl.e
ha dwb at had occurred; that as the object of his visit
Maj een defeated, he should consider himself as
sh Ololr Neale’s prisoner; and that Colonel Montresot
accsd bc_ regarded as still commandant. He then
lite] rrllpamcd Colonel Monttesor to his quartets. A
be ¢ later all the Field Officers came to see him and
ingged him to procced to Madras tO exercise his
ql uence thete on behalf of the Army, put Colonel
ose, unlike Colonel Malcolm at Masulipatam, alto-
gether declined to undertake any such mission of 0
SCCelve any address or personal application. Next
ay he received a letter from the Committee of officets
tequesting him to leave the place in the course of the
day, “lcst more unpleasant decisive measures should
be necessary.” Colonel Close accordingly left
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Hyderabad, with the intention of retiring gfadu‘uf
towards Poona and awaiting further instructions o
the Government. '
Colonel Close’s courageous attempt to bring the
officers to reason thus ended in apparent failure.
seems to have confronted a very difhcult position W
great ability and to have been in considerable persO
danger, as at one time some of the youngert ment
wanted to open fire on him.! The sepoy regimeot
Were in a state of great unrest, and on the night 0
4th, on some trifling alarm, the whole line turned ?ut
and three of the corps beat to arms, being apprehcﬂslvc
of an attack by the 33rd King’s Regiment. Urgent
messages were sent to Jaulna and to Masulipati™
calling on the troops at thosc stations to join the®™
It seems also to have been in contemplation to move
from Secunderabad and advance towards Madf®*
On the 8th August the “ Select Committee > sent to :
Colonel Monttesor a notice that they proposé
Separate themselves from his command, to camp €¢I
to .the Cantonment, and to adopt rcgulations wi
which he could not be allowed to interfere.

, But 2 dramatic change in the position was 00¥ 3: |
tan;ll. Colonel Close’s appearance, his exhortatlo™
© the officers and the revulsion of feeling caused by

;czng the veteran commander treated with contumely
ad not been without effect both on the officers 3%

the SCpoys. A letter had also been received from

glolonel Malcolm at Masulipatam, laying clearly befoze
e officers the consequences of persistence ift the’t
mutinous opposition to the Government, and thiS
! See Appendix F, Letter No. 1.
: [ 102 ]
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S€ems to have had considerable influence.! Moreover,
doubts 4 to the eventual attitude of the native troops
Were beginning to be felt. When, on the gth August,
Colone] Monttesor received the Committee’s letter of
the 8th, he addressed a moving appeal to Major Neale,
as the senior of the revolting officers, entreating him
and his companions to reflect upon the consequences
of thejr conduct, and pointing out the dangers which
'ghey were about to encounter and the guilt they would
Incur.  He exhorted the senior officets to advise the

Juniors of the tuin that awaited them, and he begged

th§m 00t to be deluded by their passions and 2 false
Point of honour, Appatently on the same day, the
9th August, he also had an interview with the leadets,
and to calm their minds he gave them a promise t,hat
¢ would not use His Majesty’s 33rd Regiment against
them unless they first resotted to violence. The com-
b}ned effect of these exhortations and of the i.nforrna-
tion coming in regarding the determined attitude of
the Government turncd the scale. On the 9th
ugust Major Neale wrote to Lieutenilﬂt‘col(.)nel
ontresor withdrawing their notice of the previous
day, anq asking him to “favour them by t.akm 8
Steps ” to remove any unfavourable impression it
Might have produced at Madras. On the 11th Augusti
an address was drawn up to the Govcrt.lof‘c":nem
declaring their loyalty, explaining that theif refusal to
Submit to Colonel Close was because of “the sudden
and unexpected manner ” in which he pr?sented them
the Test, throwing themselves on the justice, clemency
and wisdom of the Governor—General, and begging

1 See Appendix F, Letter No. 6.
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1] those ¥
This W&

for a general amnesty to themselves and a”
had engaged in  the late unhappy eveats.
signed by all the officers in the garrison, preed
same time also signed the Test, which had bee irs
scribed on the 26th July, and thus complete alsb%
submission to the Government. Jid
wrote to those at Jaulna, Masulipatam, Gooty
Seringapatam, sending a copy of the address €
Minto, with the following addition :
address, with the Test, has been signed by
officers of this Force. Imperious circumstances
manded and mature reflection compelled th?m tOth :
measure, which they carnestly implore their bro ?
officers to adopt as speedily as possible.” pads:
By these proccedings the mutiny at Secundef? rm‘
which was much the most dangerous of the StO™ 3
centres in the Madras Army, was pmctically brovg
toanend. The Government of Madras, tO whom *.
EC‘YS must have indeed been welcome, expresse to 84
high gratification ”* at the return of the officefs 'def—%';}g
sense of duty. The Nizam, who had been cons! ;4
ably alarmed at the rumours flving about, was gfc‘:hg?ﬁ
reagsured by the intelligence conveved to him by g
Resident, Captain Thomas Sydenham. Colonel 12573
Waiting anxiously somewhere on the road to Poon2 =g
further news and orders, must have been greatly gree M
fied. Only in the ranks of the mutinous officess was
the step taken at Secunderabad received with ex.
pre sstons of rage and disgust, for there could be 89
:)mstakmg the fact that this surrender portended the
teakdown of the entire revolt.
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CHAPTER XVII

THE MUTINY AT JAULNA

WaiLg thesc events had been proceeding at Secundera-
bad, the mutiny had followed a different coutse at
Jaulna, Jaulna was a frontier cantonment where was
assembled a detachment of the Hyderabad Subsidiary
Otce, consisting of two regiments of Native Cavalty,
three battalions of Native Infantry, 2 squadron O’f
otse Attillery and a proportion of Company's
Amuer}’- This force was collected to guard the
fronticr of our ally, the Nizam of Hyderabad. At the
Moment, 5 large body of Mahratta horse undet Meet
Khan, whom Colonel Close desctibed as th.e first
Native military leader in India, was threatenifg an
attack, and the Mahratta forces were an ever-present
danger, But, as in Bengal in 1766, the presence of an
enemy had no effect in turning the officers of the Army
from their mutinous intentions. The Jaulna force
Wwas under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel John
Doveton of the 8th Regiment of Nativ.e Cavalsy: he
The news of the mutiny at Masuhpa'camhrea;cthat
Jaulna at the beginning of July, and on the 5t ; tach-
month the officers commanding the cOrps and c¢ eton
ments of the Berar Force waited on COlond}?O;b'ect
with an address to the GovernOr‘Gen.eralilc:iriceliLgs
of which was to acquaint Lotd Minto witht
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on hearing of the mutiny at Masulipatam, and,':‘oe
s

|2

him of the consequences which would ensue >
offices™,

i
]

5
ddress ©’

measures were taken against the mutinou
Colonel Doveton at once forwarded the 2 ing
the Commander-in-Chief, to the Officer Comman}?z;;g:
at Secunderabad and to Captain Thomas Syden cttel’?
Resident at Hyderabad. Next day, in a private €%
to Captain Sydenham, he wrote in hysterical teren?
the position at Jaulna: “ Horror on horrot: o
dear Sydenham, since I sent off my express tO you
this date, circumstances have been made knows t;ﬁg
that make my blood run cold. . . . I (have) : ,,)A
with astonishment from a deputation of (offi® 3‘?
that they, as well as the Subsidiary Force at Sccundd:%g
bad, have actually pledged themselves in th_e. 1m0
solemn manner to support the Northern Di"lslonmd;
the Army and to march to their assistance, ShO% 3
Government make use of coercive measures 28
them. This, you see, leaves no option. I must e
arrest the whole of the officers of the detachment
must suffer myself to be deposed from my POS'thn.f,
The first presents immediatcly to the mind the hott! %
horrid picture of a general massacrc of the whole ”F.2
t,hc native part of the detachment, and the fattef ;f?j
firele b.ettcr- What is to be done in this drea®™
extremity p > :
In f‘_’P’Y Captain Sydenham sent a reassuring ]eﬁe;
th: Pointed out that there was no reason to suppe cﬁ
mutin&;i s(i)cgemmcnt meant to use force agaif;i‘olm “
had b cets at Masulipatam. Colonel Malc0™ &
sent there to hold an inquiry, and had arnv s
[ 106 ]
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THE MUTINY AT JAULNA

anocllo(rl:;llegy assumed cor.nmand. He therefore advised
were Oveton to point out to the ofﬁcer§ that thc?y
orcig, ¢ advanced post of the Army, §1tuated in
Btitifh territory, surrounded by enemies  to the
tenc Cause, an'd to urge on them the terrible conse-

gut es that might follow if they abandoned: thefr
inﬂl};ﬁn He exhorted Colonel Doveton to use his
Ce to get the officers to withdraw their address,

Which haq evidently been written on the first impulse

:itfi:ethe news from Masulipatam was received, and

fip quiet,
Step:lls advice was not without effect, and no further

towards a mutiny were taken at Jaulna for
S0me time. Qn the 2 3rd July the officers even con-
Sented to withdraw their address to the Governor-
General, though mote because it was no longer
appropriate to changed circumstances than from any
change of sentiment, By that time the officers had
appointed a Committee, which now began to speak as
fepresenting the force, and which, as Colonel Doveton
said, although illegal, “ possessed the confidence and
Iepresented the general sentiments of all the officets
under his command except his personal staff.” 'The.
attitude of this Committee fluctuated with the news
that was reccived from other stations. At one
Moment the more extreme opinions, which a_dvocated
a0 immediate march to join the other disaffected
corps, prevailed, and at other times mote moderate ch)r
more timid counsels gained the ascendancy. On the
25th July a resolution was forwarded by the Com-
mittee to Colonel Doveton in the following terms i—
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“ Having united among ourselves and also united ~

with the whole Army in a resolution to obtain redress
of our grievances, the particulars of which have
already been laid before Government, we deem any
attempt to divide us as incompatible with and destruc-
tive to that resolution. We shall therefore disregﬂfd
any order to that effect. But we will nevertheless
obey all orders addressed to us by the officer com”
manding this force for the internal regulation of 118
duty.” In sending him this resolution, the Com-
mittee declared that it did so * with infinite pain,” 30
declared that no distespect was intended towards the
Colonel, whom they assured of their unaltera_ble
esteem.” On his side Colonel Doveton, addressifé
his letter to “The Officers styling themselves the
Jaulna Committee,” acknowledged the receipt of the
resolution and announced that he had forwarded it ¥
the Officer Commanding at Hyderabad and t0 the
Resident there. )
Colonel Doveton was in a difficult position. His
sympathies were, beyond doubt, with the officefs,
belonging, as they did, to the same service as himselfe
But he had not quite forgotten his duty to the Govert”
ment, and he seems to have striven for a considerable
time to keep the mutinous element from any step from
which there was no retreat. In particular, he used
his influence to prevent the force from leaving Jaulna:
In order to do that, he seems to have gonc great
lengths, promising the officers that in certain cvefl”
tualities he would put himself at their head. As late
as the gth August he wrote to the Resident at Hydera-
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bad that another “ peremptory call had come from
the Committee at Secunderabad, but that, in conse-
quence of his opposition, he believed the officets l}ad _
Again given up the idea of moving. By thus delaying -

the march of the detachment from Jaulna, Lieut?nant-
Colonel Doveton undoubtedly did good service tO
the cause of law and order. _

But cither his power, or his will, to restrain the
officers was gradually exhausted. One of the intet-
cepted letters 1 gives a clear account of how Colonel
Doveton finally pave way. Apparently the‘ news of
the removal of the officers from their regiments at
Madras and St. Thomas’ Mount gave the finishing
touch., On the 12th August he determined to throw
0 his lot with the mutiny. He agreed to lead the
troops south, and he addressed the sepoys n thcel
Vernacular at a parade on the evening of that day an
explained his intentions. Next day the orders for
the march were jssued. At the same time 2 « f‘)eclarali
Hon * was drawn up. This was addressec.l "1'0 ad
Officers, Civil or Military, both of His Majesty’s an
the Honourable Company’s service, t0 the ,TIOOP s;-

oth European and Native, and to the Inhablta'nts o
the countries under the Government of the Presxden;‘:ly
of Fort §t, George.” Tt said that the officers of t:eii
Jaulna Force, being on the eve of comenctng tvoW
march, felt bound “ solemnly and Pul?hd?: 0 awent
the cause and motives of their proceeding: it{adras
o0 to declare that they had learnt that thetremities

Overnment were intending to proceed to X

16.

! See Appendix F, Letter No-
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I [
against the officers and troops of the Company- ' n?Zﬂ
match,” said the Declaration, « to prevent the W2 o
effusion of human blood; to prevent t.hc arraylfllgler;
one portion of the Army in battlc against the C:mtry,
to prevent the dreadful consequences to oul Co hich
as well as to the officers and troops themselves, \}'
must ensue from the lamentable obstinacy ©

~ Honourable the Governor in Council.” It
to declare that they marched to obtﬂll? trom act$
Governor in Council an assurance to abstain ff‘?mctots
of unnecessary severity until the Court of Dlrebtain
could deal with their grievances, and also to © o
the Governor in Council’s assent to a general amf 1S
and to the restoration to the Service of all Oﬂicin;
both civil and military, who, “under the Presde
grievous system,” had been suspended. It was ad ¢
that they were solemnly sworn to persevere till eant
in the above determination. To this docum®
Lieutenant-Colonel Doveton affixed his signaturc, a0
it bears internal evidence of being his compositior:
On the 14th August the march actually began- -
Havildar’s guard was left from each battalion t0 Prlo .
tect the houses of the officers and sepoys until
return of the detachment. Colonel Doveton marche
with the troops, who advanced eight miles oft the
14th, and on the 15th a light detachment, consisting ©
the Horse Attillery and flank companies, was directe
to be prepared to move in advance of the rest of the
column and to make rapid marches towards Hyderd”
bad. It actually reached Purtoor, thirty miles from
Jaulna, when news was received of the submission O
the officers at Secunderabad. This was a terrible bloW
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t i :
t° Llcutenant-Colonel Doveton. At first he intended

° Proceed, but after night’s reflection he changed
ttZom:ntc}l{ On the 16th August he announced to the
tionpto At it would be leading them to certain destruc-
80 on and that they must return to Jaulna.
te(:mzsp(i):iti()ﬂ was offered, and the forccc began to
S Steps. It reached Jaulna again on the

1§ .
th August, ang 1ts return was duly reported to the

ReSldem: at {5" dcrabad, and to the officer commanding
a SeCundetabad.

o the officers of the Jaulna Force this return was
2 bitter mortification. In a letter addressed from
Jaulna on the day of their return to the officers at

asulipatam they said: “ The whole of the ] aulna

Orce marched on the 14th and advanced to Pur'to::z
thirty myijeg distant, when we were made acquiunho
With the defection of the officers at Secundembad-’ ol
10 their eternal disgrace, have signed an unconditio es-
Submission, Comments on so foul an act ar¢ unnFC the
Sary. The conscquence has been the retumc‘s)olved
troops to Jaulna, where we are, t0 2 mag, -

; -1, nobly in
either to obtain honourable terms Of Pcn‘c'h A

4 cause which must have succeeded but foi tcl;cliajc
tardly conduct of a few who, to save themseg sa;fcdly
Sacrificed those whom they were SOIemPly ;:s are &
Pledged 1o support.”  Similar Sent:med
Pressed in other intercepted lettct§a woW valusble
sible to estimate from these exprﬁsﬂ?ns:enant'colond
2 service to the cause of peace Llfe;:ring ¢
Doveton had performed in so 1ong de ,
of the detachment. ' i

' ChlInSee Appendix F, Letter No. 21
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thought it necessary to offe
Madras, through the Resident J olayed it 15
explanation of the part which he 1}"‘_ pdarabad had,
affair. ‘The events at Madras and bc,umﬂiZcrs that, !
he said, so inflamed the minds of the o -ou
he had not consented to march, they “;ought
marched without him. le thcrct.urc :1:r pat he
better to put himself at their head 1 Ll)rc 1. He did
might perhaps be able to prevent Dloodb, i l.ie to his
not explain, however, how this reason ~1Pgn the 12
conduct in haranguing the native Uﬂxccrsﬂ i i
August and inducing them to make a MmOy cn
was intended to end in the subversion ©
government. ] v
On 4th September the oflicers th(.n.b& \
their submission. With almost cynicil e t0
they observed that * they would do m)uSUatcd theif
patriotism and loyalty which had always qc:lu to the
conduct if they were to hesitate in‘ ;;.ﬂor ‘X}g 00f O
Government an unequivocal and satistactor) ,I,) They
their sentiments on the present occaston. oﬁered
referred to the choice which the GO"Cmmejt uitting
to the Army between signing the Test an he‘l’ o
their regiments. They fclt, they said, Flmt t z sing
not withdraw from their regiments without ¢XP
the national interests to immincat risks.”
that they had made a * short movement
Hyderabad, but they had soon returned. e
had been done, and they trusted that that lirt

0 harm
errof

would be condoned. They had now Signed th
[ 112 ]
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and they hoped that this “ spontaneous act ” .Would
convince the Government of their determination to
support its authority. They had also written a letter
to the officers in Seringapatam, adjuring them to
follow their cxample. The contrast between these
sentiments and those expressed only a fortnight before
1a the letter of the 18th August 1s significant. ) It was
Dow the turn of the Jaulna officers to advise sub-
mission and to break the sacred pledges by which thc’):
had sworn to shed “ the last drop of their b}?Od'
But by this time the cry “ Sauve qui peut” Was
eComing general.

Lieutegr;mit-Coloncl Doveton in forwarding to Capci
tain Sydenham the submission of the officers expr(?ssse”
his own feelings on the subject. Nothing remamﬂ;e
he wrote, but to congratulate ourselves ont
favourable termination of the late dreadful dlsplzt:ti;
and I can most truly assure you that no man onne this
can be more grateful to Divine Providence © ma
head than I am.” In this pious reflection - enty
doubtless recognize a touch of genuine Sintlmhiﬂ:
The worthy Colonel was not born to ride the ¥

wind and direct the storm.
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CHAPTER XNVIH
THE MUTINY IN THE NORTH

cen seel
LieutenanT-CoLoNeL MaLcoLy, I“S thci)ugh in 1.115
left Masulipatam on the zznd' July. refully avoids
own account of the transactions hc.: lcathe mutinous
mention of any understanding \wt;) ble that ¥ e
officers there, it seems extremely pro 2 a favourable
he left he gave the officers hopes of gir Georg®
settlement. The advice which 'hC gﬂvz t(l)]c Jull whi
Barlow suggests such a conclusion, Anc ' after he 1€
occurred at Masulipatam for ten da},s find Genet®
supports it. On the 2nd August we hich
Pater sending a report of an interview w ressly say!
had with the mutineers in which he C‘\fo their 00’
that their agitation was increased owing ] Malcolm
having received any news from Colone ain Mor¢
On this date the officers sent notice to Ca};t‘ubtful, i
house, whose fidelity to their cause was 0 Generd
leave the Fort. Next day, the 3rd AuguSt’ittee ot
Pater teports the issue by the Officers’ Comm Jent, th
Garrison order directing the Furopean chl:tillefy t
1st Battalion 1gth Natjve Infantry and the A Jering ¢
be ready for immediate ficld service, and orde¢ uipag
submission at once of indents for such camp quatior
as would be required.  Similar reports of prep j\ugus
for a march were sent in on the sth and 6th
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but it is not certain whether the Mﬁurlill):al?rgu%sidiaf)’
contemplated junction with the Hy CA little later the
Force or an advance on Madras. told the Govern-
Assistant Magistrate at Masu.llpatan; ct readiness, and
ment that the troops were 1n peric st, but that on
Wwould have marched on the Sth-Azgson’taiﬂing Lord
that day Calcutta newspapers arnVed this had led to
Minto’s order of the 21st July, an A
POXFEncm}intl.l decision to march was dclferref%ri‘z

though the dec ves
officers athasulipatam soon fpundlthir:)is. Money
to take various violent and illega hz reasury officer
Was needed to pay the troops, an'd ¢ Correspondence
Was forced to issue supplies of coin. the 12th August
arriving by post was seized, and }?:1 been ordered to
1t is reported that Colonel Innes f some of the men
€ave the Fort. Mention is mf‘de grunk and threaten-
of the European Regiment bemgf te surrender of the
ing to Joot, News now came Of t ation to thz

jesced in 2
fevolt was by no means at first ;(iql;)atcr, having
Masulipatam. On the 15th, G eneﬁison’ entered the
ordered 3 parade of the troops 10 g from the Govetn-
Fort and read to them a declazatlonnk and file if the.y
ment promising pardon to the fla him to make this
Submitted. The officers allowed and indeed €n-
announcement without inte“uptl}?rz he had finished
Couraged him to do so. But W ;;cepted the OEC:IS
and called on those men thc)l not a map m‘?ve >
of Government to step forwar ith shouts of Our
and the troops marched off Wi

[115]



THE WHITE MUTINY

officets,” “ Grievances,” “ Bengal Allowances,” “ The
last drop of blood for our officers,” etc. It was cleaf
that the soldiers, Eutopean and Indian alike, were not
at all ready to abandon the cause for which the mutifty
had been begun.

The first actual movement towards surrender came
from the officers, They were better informed'as to
the true state of affairs, and the impossible position 1
which they were placed became daily clearer. .

On the 16th August, Major Storey and Captaif
Andrews, the leaders of the mutiny, addressed a le_fter
to the General in which they admitted that the t1m€
had now arriveq when they found they could no longe*
Oppose the measures of the Government of Ma“i‘ms
without injury to the interests of their country. It

IS true,” they said, “ that we have been driven to the |

brink of insurrection,” but they were now prepafre

‘o submit, When, however, General Pater on the
17th entered the Fort to take charge of the garrison,
3 setious situation arose. The fank and file of the

European Regiment began to be suspicious that they-

ere being betrayed, They did not understand the
sudden change of front which had occurred in the last
few days. No clear account exists of what ha’ppCOCd’
})ut Gel.leml Pater reported that he had been Placed
In s0 critica] 5 Position that 3 general massacre woul

Ofﬁcets and

hf:tfifl only th? day before that he intended to exercist
it ; SCretion in dealing with the expected surrender,
$ 1ot impossible that his account gives rather ag
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cXaggerated view of the trouble. At any rate the
officers submitted and signed the Test.

But the dangers inherent in such a mutiny were not
Yet at an end. On the 20th August serious dlstur.b—
ances broke out at Masulipatam. An artillery soldier
Struck 5 Sepoy near Major Storey’s house and in h}S
Presence, Major Storey remonstrated with the ?rtll—
lery man, who replied that he should do as he liked.
Angefed by this insolent reply, Major Storey seems to

Ve tried to horsewhip the artillery man, whereupon
the latter made off to his barracks and returned W%th
>Ome 200 soldiers of the Attillery Corps armed with
loaded guns and threatening to kill Major Storey.
The Major had to fly on a bare-backed horse, and
feaching the Fort collected a force of 200 sepoys, but
Meantime General Pater and other officets had pacified
the Artillery, and Major Storey was able to return t((;
his house, though he thought it safer to keep 2 gléaf
for his protect}on. On the 3rd September, orders
arrived from the Government declining to conﬁrmd
the general patdon granted by General Pater, atzh
ordering that the European Regiment and the 19

Native Infantry should be sent down to Madras.

his marked the end of the mutiny.

The evil example set by the officers at Masulipatam

ad been widely imitated in the Northérn Co?ﬁl;f:;d;
and acts of mutiny had been commltte:1 a ey
Stations, On the 6th August, the st Bat; bots com-
24th Regiment stationed at Ellore arres’ce1 cher o
manding officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Fle tim; b
Prevented him from holding any communica
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the General at Masulipatam. On the 12th August,
officers and men of the 1st Battalion of the 11th
Regiment of Native Infantry secized the Government
treasure at Cocanada. A few days later the Judge at
Rajahmundry reported that the same regiment had
also seized the Treasury at Rajahmundry, had taken
possession of the Post Office, had scized all boats on

the river, and had prohibited the publication of any
orders which the Government might issuc. Almos
at the same time the Collector of Vizagapatam an‘
nounced that the officers belonging to the detachmen?®
Of. the 1st Battalion of the z;st chimcnt N.L hadé
seized the Treasury there and carricd off 55o,ooog
rupees.  Fortunately these things happened t00 latet
to affect the general fortunes of the movement. Ina
few days the officers who had thus mishchaved saw
tbe necessity of retracing their steps. Those at Ellore
signed the Test on the 20th August. On the 23f
the officers of the 11th chimcnt pl’OmiSCd to reStOf.e
the treasure seized at Cocanada and to return to theif
fafgna;itgu;kom, Oﬂ. the 30th August the treasugc
ston of at Vizagapatam was also replaceds
and before the end of the month all the mutinou®

officers in the North - ed
i ¢ tted an
signed the Test. rn Command had submuitt
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+ 120 men of the King’s 8oth Regiment

CHAPTER XIX
THE MUTINY AT SERINGAPATAM

Ax Masulipatam, Secunderabad and Jaulna the mutioy
of officers was brought to a conclusion without blood-
shed or loss of life. Unhappily at Seringapatam the
result was different. or

The garrison of the Fort of Seringapataim consisted
of the 2nd Battalion of the 15th Regiment of Madrss
Infamry, commanded by Licutenant-Colonel. Robcr;
Munro, the 2nd Battalion of the 19th chlmemno
Madtas Infantry, commanded by Major D ,C;\rlilenszc:
European Artillerymen. The Commandant of dt:::
Fott was Lieutenant-Colonel John Bell of the e 808
Attillery, who had been on leave out of India 1n T :
and only returned to Madras i Februaty ! 5 db
could therefore claim to have beent unPre]udlf eMac}i
any of the cvents during Licutenant-Gencra back
dowall’s tenure of office, and 0 have €M

with an open mind on the subject of the %H::f;;
discontent. When, eatly in July, SIF Gcc;_rt%le e ore,
called for a report on the state of feeling of t1° ot
and Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, commanding cllnto gl
made a reference both to Colonel Bell an

tenant-Colonel Munro of the 15th,

assured him that no act of violence or
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ment was contemplated, though they admitted ths
there was but one sentiment thtoughout the Army
and that a regular system of communication had beet
established between all the stations of the coast tr00P*
and even with some in Poona and Bengal. A fev
days later, however, on 26th July, a much mot
alarming account of the position was scnt to t
Government by Mr. A. H. Cole, in charge of th
Mysore Residency. He said that dissatisfaction “'4
general among the Company’s officers throughov
Mysore, and that he was certain that therc Was o
extremity whatever to which they would not procch
in order to attain their ends. The slightest indicat1o’
of the Government’s intcntion to put down this
movement by force would, he knew, closc the gates
of $eringapatam against their orders, and he did not
believe that there was a single garrison or outpost ©
Company’s troops in Mysore which was not prepare
at a moment’s notice to march to the assistance ©
Seringapatam.
meh::a‘;‘;l?cl;nord;rs had been .issucd by the 1613]‘;33;
Infantry and tgh;é 2nd Battalion 'of the 19t1'c o
Seringapatam to BO mpany of Artillery to m(?\ w0
British regiments zngalorc, where there wer s
troops would bean where, therefore, the Comp .
under more control. But s $9°

as t : s097
Patalt;::s:horders were known, the officers at Sering?
“dre owed signs of an intention to resist.

CO:;:S-::C drawn up by the officers of all three
" heard it Waslif,h » 20d 19th and Artillery—saying the¥
¢ intention of Sir George Barlow tO
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Sepatate the Company’s troops and to seize their
officers, They referred to the collection of troops
fieat Madras and to the reinforcements from Ceylofl
and Bombay, and they claimed the protection of th.elr
Commanding officets. Colonel Bell, in forwarding
these addresses, said that an attempt tO enforce the
Otder of transfer would provoke an outbteak such as
had happened at Masulipatam, and asked that the
transfer might be deferred until the cause of alarm
18 done away.” ‘This incident, if it did not amount
t0 actual mutiny, showed the insubordinate condition

#f the gartison and confirmed Mr. Coles’ report.

On the 29th July, the Government’s order of t};e
26th regarding the Test having been .reccwe ,
Lieutenant-Colonel Davis proceeded to Seringapatam
t0 catry out its instructions. He found the Fort 10 cal
State of great cxcitement. A 1epott had been spred
that the Government meant to surprise the placei’llan
the sepoys had manned the walls, while the Art f"':ﬁ'é
with a number of guns, had taken possession © !
gates. Lieutenant-Colonel Davis w2
ever, to enter, and as it was late he too
night, Next morning he wrot€ to
directing him to instruct the officers of
to come and see him at 10 2.0

Up to noon no one appeated, but
Colonel Munro, accompanied by 2 numl? frst inquity
but without Colonel Bell, arrived. Thelrhad received
was whether Lieuterw.nt-COlOne1 Davis
instructions to secure their persons

and to separate
i On this potnt’
them by force from theif regiments-
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he was able to give them assurances, and he read to
them the Test as it had been laid down by the Govern-
ment, and asked them to sign it. To this, however,
there was no tesponse, and Colonel Munro asked to
be allowed to take away the formula for consideration.
This was agreed to and the officers withdrew.

After some time information was brought toO
Lieutenant-Colonel Davis that no onc was allowed to
leave the Fort without an order from Coloncl Bell,
and he then wrote to Colonel Bell, saving that he
intended to return to Mysorce that atternoon, ﬂfld
requesting that orders should be issued to allow him
and his staff to pass. For some hours no answer was
returned, but at 5 p.m. Licutenant-Colonel MuntO
brought a message, which was said to cmanat€ from
Colonel Bell, to the effect that Licutcnant-C019nel
Davis might save himsclf the trouble of getting 10tO
his palanquin as he would not be permitted to Pass
the gates. News also came that Mr. Smith, the Pay-
master, had actually been stopped and turned back.
It looked, therefore, as though the officers intcndc.d
to hold Lieutenant-Coloncl Davis a prisoner, but if
this was ever thought of, the design was soon aban-
doned. After an interval of an hour and a half, 2
deputation from the “ Committee of Officers ™ atf ived,
and assured Colonel Davis that therc had never beett
any intention of putting any restraint on his persot
ot on that of his staff, and that the guard that had been
placed over his house was a guard of honouf. On
this announcement Licutenant-Colonel Davis at once
left the Fort and returned to Mysore. Throughout
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ﬂ:ﬁ SZY“he 29th July—the drawbridges of the Fort
Bell hae:ll up and the garrison under arms, and Colonel
any ay 1ssued orders that fire was to be opened on
or M med body of men coming along the Bangalote
ysore roads or crossing the bridge.
qﬁe same day in the morning Mr. James Casamajor,
rninecig Judge and Magistrate in Seringapatam, deter-
ort ¢t t{) send the Government treasure from the
let it 2 IyS(,)rc’ but the sepoys at the gates refused to
Casa Pass without an order from Colonel Bell. Mz,
Was f:la‘l)or' accordingly wrote to Colonel Bell, but he
\vou]dOd in reply that the removal of the treasure
Should Cause alarm among the inhabitants and that 1t
ul stay where it was. Next morning, the 3ot:h
ohy;l anarty of sepoys under the comrnanfi of Captain
Came urner of the 15th Regiment Nattve Infantry
rea to the cutcheri and took possession of the
11 o;ury and its contents, which inc!uded abqut
0; i: Pagodas, though he refused to sign 2 receipt
Who 1 Mr. Casamajor went to see Colonel Bell,
the however, refused to sce him.  He then reported
the SC(flzure by letter to Colonel Bell, but was told that
to a3 Olonel_ had resigned the command of the Fort
re 'Con?mlttee of Officers and therefore could not
c¢tve his letter. Mr. Casamajor thereupon left the
aort and proceeded to Mysore, whence he despatched ~
{ feport to Government. Next day, 318t July,
T Smith, the Paymaster, who had remained in
Cermgap atam, received a letter from Captain George
dell, the Town Major, telling him that Colonel Bell
ad deemed it advisable to put a guard over the
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Treasury and not to allow it to be opened without hlsi
orders. From that time onwards the mutinOus'j
officers were entirely in control of the Treasury a0
made such disbursements from it as they chose. The
public granaries were also taken possession of an
grain issued as required.

A large consignment of treasure, some 30,00
pagodas, was at this moment on its way from the
Ceded Districts to Seringapatam. When this con”
sighment was approaching its destination it Was met
by two messengers sent by Colonel Davis, who tol
the escort to proceed by a circuitous route t0 Mysore:
As these messengers had no written order, the Havilda!
in charge of the escort halted and scnt a naick 20
sepoy to the Fort to seek instructions. About mid-
night a detachment of sepoys came from the fort,
took charge of the treasure, and took it into SeriP8%”
patam, where it was held by the insurgent officer®.
This seizure of the consignment seems to have occurse
on the night of the 1st-2nd August, and on the 21
August a strong party of sepoys, with guns, Was S.ent
from the Fort into the Mysore country with the object
appatently of clearing away any hostile Mysore troops:

On the 3rd August an attempt was made by the
tesponsible authorities to bring the mutinous officets
to reason. A letter signed both by Colonel Davis and
by Mr. A. H. Cole was addressed to “ Colonel Bell anq
the officers in coptrol of the Fort of Scringapamm”
exhotting them to submit to the orders of Govern”
ment, and promising to overlook the personal indig-

nities that had been offered to them and to do their .
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best to get the officers exonerated if, even at that late
Moment, they would sign the Test. No reply was
PPatently made, but on the same day Colonel Bell
tfansmitted to Coloncl Davis declarations signed by
'fh? officers of the several Corps in Seringapatam,
Mtimating that the moment the grievances WeLe
Fedr@SSCd, they would sign the Test, but that “ as the
‘Mtention at present of that obligation is evidently to
bind ourselves down to shed the blood of our own

tother soldiers, we must decline affixing our names
thereto.” 1p sending in these papers Colone} Bell
also transmitted the Test, which he had himself signed,
and added, T shall remain here while there is hope
left of doing well, unless I receive orders from you to
the COntrafy.” This seems to have been merely 2
Subterfuge intended cither to throw dust in tl}c eyes
of the Officer Commanding or to serve as a bridge of
escape should Bell afterwards be called to ac.count for

IS actions. On receipt of this letter, Lieutenant-
Colonel Davis at once replied in friendly, almost

affectionate terms, saying :

“I thank you for your communications, ml);
heart and house, and those of Mr. Cole, ar¢ OPZ_
to you; and whatever arrangement ﬁan “
Vvenience you will be readily agreed to-

To this appeal Colonel Bell made no respofflscl:ﬁs~ A
Up to this time the small de.tachf_nc?}t,e %oﬂ of K
ajesty’s 8oth Regiment had remained mh d ordered

Scringapatam, although, since Colonel Bell ha )
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the sentries to fire on any Mysore troops that MIE™3
pass the bridge, the officer in command of the;
detachment had not allowed them to mount guar “‘3
But their presence was cvidently rcgardcd as 2 Con‘ii
straint, and perhaps as a source of danger tO thc_ﬁ
mutineers, and on the 3rd August, Coloncl S
ordered the detachment to leave the Fort and march™
to Bangalore. He advised Licutenant Adamson, "Vhoﬂi
was in command, not to go ncar Mysorc, s he mIg=
depend upon it that “ Mysorc would be in ashes 8 %
few days.” These words lent colour to the rumoflrs é
which were in existence at the time, that the rCVOltfng :
gartison was considering the question of attacking:
Mysote. Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, writing on the
4t!’ August to the Chicf Sccretary to Government
said : ““ Seringapatam is strong, dcspcmtc and W€
furnished with a fine park of I:;uropcan artillery, 22
reports have more than once come to out knowledg®
that it was thcir intention to make a night attack upof‘
the weak and defenccless fort of Mysore, though 1t ¥

as \xfell secured as any common country work W
admit.” On the sth August, however, Colon cl Be
wrote that ““ the Board of Officers who control S
garrison have come to the determination not 0 be
the ﬁr§t aggressors in the present alarming crisis.”

While the mutinous officers hesitated, the Gover?”
- ment continued their preparations. Orders were sent
to Colqnel Gibbs at Bangalore to enforce the Test i0
:ihe regiments composing the garrison, and after sorm?
o?}?é‘:: th}s was dc_me. The result was that _all the
s refused to sign.  But they offercd no resistanc
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;: the order of suspension, and they were accordingly
moved from their regiments and sent to Hoos00f,
Officers from the King’s regiments taking their place.
he result was as the Government had foreseen. The
S€pOys, separated from theit disaffected officers, Were
1o 1°ngcr dangerous. It became possible, therefore,-
for Colonel Gibbs to advance with the British tf00PS
towards Seringapatam, thus relieving Mysore ‘from
a0y danger of being  attacked by the mutinous
forces,
O.n the 6th August, Colonel Bell, in spite of his
aving signed the Test and of his declaration that he
W¥as no longer in command of Seringapatam, took 2
Cu'riOuS step.  He addressed a letter tO Pur.mah, the
‘I‘)Nfa“ of Mysore, complaining that the Diwan had
without the authority and consent of the Sl:lpfeme
Government » broken one of the principal articles of
the treaty between Mysore and the Company, and had
committed other acts hostile to theif i{ltchSt§ by
Stopping supplics to the British garrison 10 Scrlﬁg*‘;
Patam. “Jf” gaid Colonel Bell, ¢ these acts ot
aggression are not immediately rggealed, 1 shall co}xll-
Sider open hostilities to have been commenced by the
Mysore Government against the Honourable ComP"I?);
Bahadur.” To this the Diwan replied that all} t ;1
had been done had been done by the qrder gf ihz
Resident in Mysore, who had been appomted y or
Governor-General.  Colonel Bell did not, howev ci
abandon his somewhat childish attempt tO Prstetl;le
that he and his mutinous garrison fCP.f‘as"m‘)'mon
Government of India, for he sent Purniah 2 S
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letter on the gth August, saying that he foun(ci; tga,f
“ in spite of treatics, good faith and the sight of Go ':/e
the Diwan had caused British officers and ’Ir};t; .
troops crossing the Mysore State to be scized- Bt
fore he felt himself in honour bound to sciz¢ Onr "
your people in the Fort ” and to detain all'pfopcrtlgur_
the Fort belonging to the Raja or the Diwan. e
niah replied, with some humour, that h'c'lmd ne iy
before seen two authoritics of the British GO‘(’l‘?red
ment,” and that he recognized only the accre it s
officers of the Governor-General, 7.e. Colonel D3V
and Mr. Cole. .
In pursuit of the samc pretence that he was i“c;’;ﬁ
on behalf of the Governor-General, Colonel o
- -addressed a letter on the gth August to Lord Min i;;
Ye said that he had used every endcavour tO obtain
olonel Davis’ confidence and that of Mr. Cole e
order i learn what are the real intentions of ; i
Government n, regard to this place.” Having fatle )
in thiS endeavour, ne now addrcssed the Govefgor
General ditect in otder to solicit his instructions = 5
the line of conduct Iy to pursuc in this difficult pass.
In a postsctipt he added that he learnt that an encamp”
ment had been formed about 21 miles from the Fort,
presumably by the European force from Bangalor®
and he added: Everything here is in readiness fOf
the defence I am determined to make until I ICC‘?‘VC
your Excellency’s isstructions.” At the same time
he wrote to Colone] Davis, that, to guard against the
Fort being surptised, he intended to cut the abut-
ments of the bridge, which would probably result 17
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its being washed away by the river, unless Colong
vis, Mr. Cole and the Diwan of Mysore wou

: (0]
.Pfomlse that no attempt should be made t

Occupy the island or to prevent the det‘iwhrgentts
In Mysore from joining him if they wished t0
0 so. h-
News had already been received that the det.acle_
ments of the 8th and 15th Native Infantry at Chxt':1 ’
Tug, numbering about 1120 officers and men,f u?heir
Pressing invitations from Colonel Bell, hac-i lekt tam
Station and were advancing towards Ser}n.gaP atjon‘
It was determined, if possible, to prevent this ]un;[orse’
and on the roth August a body of ‘lvlyso‘IC biect
under Rama Row was despatched with this ot} tht;
About thirty miles from Mysore Rama Row meWith :
Chittledr.‘},g detachment and had an interview d to
Captain Mackintosh, who was in commd, ane
Wwhom he intimated that he had inStf“Ctlontshtod‘:iach-
means to prevent the further advance of ehis part
Mment.  Captain Mackintosh replied that for k. an
he was determined not to be the first t0 attac ’atcl}"
he halted his men for the night. Unfort:;ived
fresh letters urging immediate advance WCfg r ush
from the mutineers, and it was detcrmmine ti(;:hpwas
On at once. The sepoys wete told that P:}fi?lg to its
attacking the Fort and that they wete mér rse seemed
relief. The appearance of the Mysore HO
to confirm this story. on the
The march was <r:}<;ntinued at 19 P.n;;ana:jﬁa‘:ked’
morning of the 11th August, the Mysf difficulty. At
but they were kept off without gred '
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about 11 a.m. news of the approach of the detachmen!
reached the British encampment near Seringapatam
‘and firing was heard in the distance. Colonel G{bbs
then sent a squadron of Dragoons and the Light

Infantty Company of H.M.s s9th to endeavour tO

intercept the Chittledrug body, but without success,
“as the deep nullahs which intersected the countfy
impeded the progtess of the English force. An officet
of the s9th was next ordered to advance unde¥ a
white flag, but by some unexplained misapprehension
he was fired on and slightly wounded. The Dragoons,
- who had now come up with the detachment, were then

ordered to attack, The sepoys are alleged to have .

at ‘first supposed that the Dragoons were friends.
When they discovered their mistake, they broke and
fled, protected partly by the nullahs, until they reached
the shelter of the Fort. Many were cut down, kille_d
or wounded. Captain Mackintosh, who was 10’
command, was among the wounded and was made 2
prisoner. Another British officer, Lieutenant Best,
died from fatigue. The whole of the baggage of the
unfortunate detachment was captured, as well as two
guns and the flags of at least one regiment. The

exact loss of life was not accurately determined. The
~ number of killed was returned as 9, but there were
281 missing, most of whom were probably slain,
and there were 153 wounded. Less than 700
sutvivors entered Seringapatam. The British had no
casualties.

The garrison in the Fort made but half-hearted
attempts to intervene on behalf of the unfortunate
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fugitives from Chittledrug. A few shots were fired
om the Fort, and a force of infantry }1nder
Llffutenant-Colonel Munro, with two companies of
atillery and ten guns, marched out and threatened
the British camp, which was guarded by the sth
ative Cavalry, = But no serious attack was made and
the force withdrew when fired on.  That night, how-
Sver, the guns in the Fort opened a heavy cannonade
‘Which necessitated the camp being shifted, though 1t
Served no useful purpose. The only victims were an
Ortunate grasscutter and four horses.

onel Bell’s proceedings in other respects were

“Cqually fugile, He again wrote to Purniah trying to

R

" Mumber of other officers. As he £eporte was
there seemed to be no control, Everyone

. M a
Secure hig neutrality, but without result. }.{c'a sentthe
etter to the Rani of Cootg, asking her to facilitate

; m
‘March through her territory of troops coming fro

ote, although these troops did not aPPear:
¢ addressed several further letters to the Govefﬂ‘:
€heral, giving an account of the at'tack on t :’
Chlttledrug detachment, and endeavoufing 0 thr(t)l
o0 the Government forces the reSP(mSib1hty for that
ntable affair, i
Asthe garrison in Seringapatam had, on the mornlzleg
of the y1th, expressed a wish for 2 conferer ¢
leutenant-Colonel Davis on the 13th sent Lleuftlenazf
€aves of His Majesty’s 8th Regiment with & al%)ng
truce to the Fort. He was admitted, after a e
Patley, and was conducted to the Town M:)

. ell and 2
Office. There he was reccived by Colonglﬁtervvards,

allowed
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to give his opinion. Almost all the officers prese?
indulged in denunciations of the conduct of the 10Y_ ‘
troops, and it was difficult to hear what was 3%
owing to the “clamour of revilings and complaints-
However, he brought back an answer from Colon€
Bell saying that two officers would be sent next day 0
meet any two deputed from the camp. At 10 2.m. 0%
the 14th August, Colonel Gibbs of His Majesty’s 59t,h

Regiment and Colonel G. P. Adams of His Majesty |

25th Dragoons met Lieutenant-Colonel Munro an
Captain de Havilland at the fourth milestone on the

Bangalote road. Much vague conversation passed-

The delegates from the Fort declared Colonel Bell’s;
~ inflexible resolution not to surrender except on the
order of Lord Minto, and it was agreed that a despatch

from the garrison to Lord Minto should be allowed t0
pass.

with no result.

Otherwise this interview seems to have met

|

During the next few days, both sides remained .

inactive, but on the 18th August, Mr. Cole received
from Captain Sydenham the news of the submission
of the Secunderabad officers and the letter which those
officers had sent advising Colonel Bell and his associ-
ates to follow their example. Mr. Cole at first hesi-
taFed to open further communications with the Fort
howeres nevs ached i et e 2o
cors inte’n ded to masdh ¢ Cin}tl at tbe troops in Travan-
He determined, therefore tt 1e: relief qf Seringapatam.
into the Fort the letter foom. o te 204 he sent
produced an immedigte ﬁ_rom Secunderabad. ThlS‘
cfiect. On the morning of *
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the 2Ist, two officers, Captain de Havilland and

Ptain Cadell, with a flag of truce, atrived in camp.
€Y announced that an address to the Governot-
eneral similar to that drawn up by the Secunderabad
Officers was under preparation in the Fort, and they
3sked that all hostile action should be suspended until
1t .was teady. 'To this Licutenant-Colonel Davis and
L. Cole replied that the essential thing required t0 -
¢ done was not the preparation of addresses, but the
Sutrender of the Fort, and the officers returned with
this intimation. Next day Colonel Bell forwarded to
Colone] Davis the Test subscribed by all the ofﬁce:'cs
of the Company’s regiments in the Fort, fifty-four in
Mumber, Tt was accompanied by an address to the
Governor-General tesembling that prepared at Secun-
derabad, 1y i they said that they had refused to sign
the Test before “ from the state of alarm they wete
then in, occasioned by the mannet in which the papef
Was tendered to them by Lieutenant-Colonel Davis,
Y the various reports then prevalent, and by thcel
hotrible prospect open to them of being employe
against their brother officers,” many of whom werei
actually their relations. They appealed for 2 gengfﬁil
amnesty, 1In sending this address Colonel ‘:)
announced his willingness to sursender the Fﬁt ot
Seringapatam, but claimed that the sepoys show 1d nbe:
¢ dishonoured by being disarm ed and ShoTu this
allowed to march out with their afms(;ﬁ; i) He
‘Tequest Colonel Davis gave an emPha.tlc ¥ s;,e. Fort
demanded that all arms should be piled ln1t uncon-
and that the sepoys should surrendet absolutely
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:Iilllt(liox(;';tlllifl:1 After.some hesitation this was acceptedi
marched e morning of the 23rd August the sepoys
Fort h.out, and wete encamped not far from th‘q
ott, which was at once occupied by Colonel Davis
with three companies of the King’s 59th Regiment.
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CHAPTER XX
AFTER THE MUTINY

XITH the surrender of the Fort of Seringapatam o
t oe 23rd August the mutiny may be said to have come
o an end, having lasted just two months. A few
solated corps held out for 2 week or so longer.

» the Notthern Division the malcontent officets did not

'4.111 sign the Test till the zoth August; at Palamcottah
N Was not accepted till the 31st, and at the West Coast
uatil the 2nd September. Even then the Government
1d not relax its precautions. It was decided on .the
6th September to maintain 2 « disposable Field
orce ” in the Southern Districts s0 a8 tO be ready for
all emergencics. Colonel Conran’s army was mean-
time advancing in the Deccan, and on the 14th Septem-
ber a force of 1500 horse under the Mysorean Com-
Mander Ram Row was moving from Mysore towards
Cumbum to join Colonel Conran. The officets of
the Hyderabad Subsidiary Force at Secunderabad and
Jaulna, though they had signed the Test, had done s©
only on compulsion and were still with their regt-

. Tents, and therefore a potential source of dangef.

. . S s ovet.
Asa practical question, howevert, the crisis wa

~The mutiny had collapsed, thanks to the energetic

d all that

measures taken by Sir George Barlow, an On

femained to be done was to allot punishment-
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the 13th Septehlbet the Governor-General, Lotd ¢
Minto, landed at Madras and took over the conduct :

of affairs. He had sailed from Calcutta on the stb
August, but his passage had been delayed by the

monsoon. With praiseworthy expedition he pub-

lished his conclusions on the mutiny in a General Ordet
of the 25th September, 1809. His decisions Were
marked by great leniency. Three officers only wer€
ordered forthwith to be tried by court-martial, namelys
Lieutenant-Colonel Bell, Major Storey and Lieutenant-
Colonel Doveton. Eighteen others were giveq a
choice between standing a court-martial and being
dismissed the Service. All the rest, whether officers
or men, were granted an amnesty and wete restored
to their former rank and position. A special feature
of the Governor-General’s decision was that no repre-
sentative of the Secunderabad garrison was included
in the list of officers selected for punishment. They
‘wese accorded this special degree of leniency on the
ground that they had been the first to set the example
of submission to the Government.

There then followed the dreary process of trying
the guilty officers. Colonel John Bell’s case was
taken first. The court-martial began at Bangalore on
the 1st November, 1809. It was composed of eighteen
officers, of whom nine belonged to the King’s Setrvice
and nine to Native Infantry Regiments. The prisonet
objected to two of the former, and the third not
having atrived, the trial actually took place with only
fifteen officers, of whom six were in the King’s and
nine in the Company’s service. The charge against
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the prisoner was that of mutiny and sedition, ;n &u:l;?f
1ng upon the loyal troops, and on thos'e g hg For;
Seizing the Treasury and refusing t0 yiel th ing
and garrison to the propet authorittes. The he o .
Pfoceeded in a leisurely manner and actually occ;l}:l “
twelye days. On the 9th December the Cou(rlt tg b
the prisoner guilty, and he was sentence O o
Cashiered, and was declared for ever unw.ort v?rrhat-
setving the C ompany in any military capacxtyr o e
ever. The leniency of the sentence was 1ega ilty of
CXtraordinary. Under military law 2 soldier guonly a
Mutiny was liable to capital punishment, anl 2s5€
few years before this, sentence Was not MErey Ps ha
but executed on a number of men whose Offencf Bell.
been far less heinous than those ofj COloncd an
The Commander-in-Chicf thereforef mter'Ven:ntence,
called upon the court-martial t0 revise their still 27th
but they refused. 'This did not take place for it
February, 1810, and there Was now nothm(gk)ne on
but to confirm the finding, and this 2 " ©
8th March, the Commander—in—Chle_f rec?:t awgarde
“ pointed disapprobation ” of the Rumshrr;e
t0 the prisoner, which, he‘ said, W2 ed against
disproportionate to the crimes prov ©
him, . h
The second court-martial, that of Ma]igejc()ifgft
Storey, did not begin until gth January and eight
being composed of eight King’s OfﬁcetsRegimentS-
officers belonging to Native Infantty ]y, but the
The trial was conducted more expeditious y’as found
result was much the same. Major Storey ¥
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guilty of mutiny in having placed his Commandin8 ;
Officer under arrest, assumed command of the garriso? *
of Masulipatam, and issued the address of the 7th B
August to the Governor-General. He too was sef”
tenced to be cashiered, but the further clause declarlﬁ,g ‘
him unfit to be ever re-employed in the Company s
setvice was omitted, and the Court sent a lettet 0
the Commander-in-Chief specially recommending the
ptisoner to mercy. As before, the Commandet-111
Chief pointed out that the sentence passed was inad?:‘
quate, but the Court refused to reconsider it, and it
also was finally confirmed. )

On the 26th January, 1810, the same Court tr.led
Lieutenant-Colonel Doveton. The charges against
him were somewhat differently framed, but the purport
was much the same. ‘The prisonet was charged with
abandoning his post and moving his detachment fr'om
Jaulna “ with a mutinous and seditious design against
the existing Govetnment of Fort St. George.” He
was further charged with having endeavoured to stif
up and excite the troops to join in mutiny and sedittof,
and with having signed the mutinous and seditious
paper called the Declaration. After a short trial the

Court on the sth February found the prisoner not
guilty of the charges brought against him, and
acquitted him “in the most full and honourable
manner.”  Once more the Commandet-in-Chicf intet-
vened, requesting the Court to reconsider its verdicts
and for the third time the Court refused. Colonel
Doveton had to be released from arrest, but the
Governor-General suspended him from all militaty
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fanctions, though allowing him o draw the pay and
allowances of his rank.

Two mote officers, Lieutenant-ColOrfe1 RObtelfz
Munto and Major Kenny, both belonging ﬂt:d by
Seringapatam garrison, were subsequcntlydt o be
court-martial, found guilty, and ordete d elected
cashiered. 'The remaining ofﬁce'rs_ who ha eueste
to stand their trial changed theitr minds a.nd red not
to be dismissed. The results of t}}gse trials Wef;ould‘
much to the liking of the authorities. They them-
have preferred to exercise the quality of m(?rcya f0-
selves, instead of seeing this graceful function rfti to
priated by the courts-martial. Lotd Minto }?;d been
his wife, in tones of annoyance, that they ent the
“very soft,” and had thrown on the GOVeIntut the
odium of pressing for more severe sentences. o atts.
truth was that the officers who sat oft these tineers
martial had far too much SYmpathy with thé mlrt to the
to sentence them to capital PuniShment‘ . Ve circum-
King’s officers there wete many aPPeahI'{)g of the
stances about the affair, and to those mem C’IS ervice
Courts who were themselves in the Compitcllycsoidemﬁ
it was not to be expected that they Wouf iends an
those who had been but the other d? y T secute
comrades. If the Government had wished tO” thCY‘

“severe convictions and ¢ salutary example;refully-
would have had to pack the Courts Veryﬁicers very
No one really wanted to punish these (::eat bulk of
severely., ‘The amnesty granted 10 tkte fnd it would -
the guilty showed that quite clcarly’hness to make
have been an act of undoubted hass
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- Scapegoats of the leaders, who had conSpiC“Ous! ’2
failed to lead.
In the end, the great majority of the twent

officets who wete excepted from the amnesty g0t ba? .

to the Service and finished their careers without f

episode of 1809 having had any very serious effe 1; 2

Colonel John Bell was never restored. It was £ )

apparently that a man who had fired on British tr00P 5

and whose action had involved the death of sO¢

400 sepoys had gone a little too far to be re-employee

The two officers who had led the unfortunate detach”

ment from Chittledrug were also never restored t0

the service. On them, too, the guilt of innocen
blood remained. Captain James Patterson, who had
been concerned in the seizure of the Treasury at

Cocanada and in other acts of violence in the Rajah-

mundry, district, was also not restored. All the rest,

except one who died before his trial came on, were
eventually reinstated. A list will be found at the cnd
of this chapter. )
With the courts-martial the story of the mutiny
comes to an end. ‘The agitation in the Army did not,
however, immediately disappear. Officers who had
supported the Government or who had signed the
Test were subjected to a considerable amount of petty
persecution, being sent to Coventry and excluded
from “all social life and amenities. The officets
belonging to the Company’s service refused to have
anything to do with the King’s regiments, by which
they said they had been  betrayed.” Critics differed
as to the future course of events. Some, such as

[I.:.;.O]
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 Lieutenant-Colonel Malcolm, declared that the Madras

) n’s
ArmY had been so treated that it was out of any m2

) . arise
~ POwer to avert the consequences which mlIISSt low.!
- from the measures taken by Sir George a’:mllc.h

Others considered that Lord Minto had been 28

100 lenient as Barlow had been too severe. Gegeraz
Maitland sent home from Ceylon alarming RO
the state of insubordination among .the oﬂicgf:(;
Eventually, however, both classes of critics pm\;c l
be wrong., With the lapse of time, quiet gra :jlerlg'
Supervened. The Army settled down to OZS not
methods again, until the excitement of 1809 W
merely allowed to die out, it was forgotten.

! Letter to Lord Wellesley dated 14th Sept. 1809 *
MSS., Vol. 13637.

Wellesley
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" List or OFFICERS
' 25TH SEPTEMBER,

ASELECTED FOR PUNISHMENT IN THE GOVERNOR-

\

GENERAL’S ORDER OF
1809, WITH EVENTUAL DISPOSAL.
A\

Governor-
General’s Order.

1. Lieutenant-Colonel John

Commanding Fort .
JBcH, of Madras Artil- ing Fort | To be tried by
ery.

of Seringapatam. | Court-martial.

2. Major Joseph Storey, of | Commanding Bat- | Ditto.
the 1gth Native In- | talion at Masuli-
fanery, patam,

3. Lieutenant-Cologel John Commanding De- | Ditto.
Doveton, 7th  Regi- | tachment at
ment Native Cavalry. Jaulna.

4. Licutenant-Colonel
Robert Munro, 15th

Commanding Bat-

1 ) Option between
talion at Seringa-

Court-martial

gzﬂ;{?cnt Native In- | patam. and dismissal.
5. Major D. C. Kenny, | Ditto. Ditto.

19th Regiment Native

Infantry.
6. Captain T. F, De Havil- | At Seringapatam, D;tto.

land, Engineets.

7. Captain George Cadell, | Town Major, Ser-

; p h can

Ilrf;abntjj;.g‘mcm Native | ingaps and dismissal.
8. Captain Hugh McIntosh, | Commanding De- Ditto.

8th Regiment Native | tachment ac

Infantry. Chittledrug.
9. Captain F. K. Aiskill, | Ditto. Ditto.

15th Regiment Native

Infantry.
10. Captain Augustus _An- | At Masulipatam. Ditto.

dF;ews, Madras Euro-

pean Regiment.

11. Captain James Patterson, Commanding  at | Ditto.
11th Regiment Native Samulkottah.
Infantry.

- 12. Captain George Wahab, | Second in Com- Ditto.
21st Regiment Native | mand at Chica-
Infantry. cole.

13. Captain James Sadler, | At Ellore, Ditto.
24th Regiment Native
Infantry.
Ditto.

14. Captain J. L. Lushing- | At Jaulna.
ton, 4th Regiment
Native Cavalry.

Result of
Court-martial,

Subsequent History.

Court-martial

Sentenced to be cash-
iered and incapable

Cashiered 8th March,

1810. Not restored.

At first elected to
take his trial : later
accepted dismissal,

of re-employment.

Sentenced to be cash- | Cashiered, Restored to
icred but recom- | service (1817). After-
mended to mercy. wards Licutenant-

Colonel. Died 1818.

Acquitted. Dismissed by Court of
Dircctors. Restored to
scrvice (1813). After-
wards Licutenant-
General and G.C.B,

Elected to take his | Cashicred. Restored to
trial.  Sentenced to | service (1814). Died
be cashiered. 1817,

Ditto. Cashicred.  Restored to
service (1814). After-
wards Lieutenant-
Geaeral. Died 1847.

Ditto. Dismissed. Restored to
service. Afterwards
Lieutenant-Colonel,

i tween | At first elected to be | Dismissed. Restored to
Option betwe tried :  later ac- | service. Afterwards
cepted dismissal. Lieutenant-Colonel.
Retired 1827.
Ditto. Dismissed. Not restored.
Ditto. Dismissed. Not restored.
Ditto. Dismissed. Restored.
Afterwards  Major-
General and C.B,
Accepted alternative | Dismissed. Notrestored.
of dismissal.
Ditto. Dismissed. Restored.
Afterwards  Major-
General. Died 1843.
Ditto. Dismissed. Restored
(1814). Killed in action
near Nagpur, 27th Nov-

ember, 1817.

Dismissed. Restored.
Afterwards General and
G.C.B., also Director of
E.1 Co.

ANILOW FLIHMA THI

ANILAN dHL Y314V



GENERAL’S ORDER OF

WITH EVENTUAL DISPOSAL (continued).

List or OFFICERS SELECTED FOR PUNISHMENT IN THE (GOVERNOR-
25TH SEPTEMBER, 1809,

Subsequent History.

Result of
Court-martial.

Governor-
General’s Order.
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CHAPTER XXI

CONCLUSION

AN event so extraordinary, if not unique, as a whole-
sale mutiny of British officers may well require SOMe
clear explanation. That it was not due to the gf;lev'
ances of the Army secms beyond doubt.. T -ng
related to such everyday affairs as pf OmOtion at%n
allowances and, as General John Briggs Wmtel :’1
1842, they were * partial and in some measure unrea .es
Nor can the outbreak be truly ascribed to the mea;ur ]
taken by Sir George Batlow. He was denol}ﬂCC tazll
detested long before he had taken any actlonha b
against the Army. The outbreak must rather
ascribed to deeper and more general causes. hl
Madras was, as we have seen, in 2 th?foug tg
unwholesome state at the beginning of the nmeti(;ietnof
century, Faction was rife, and there was @ 5P ciod
licence abroad which was the result of 2 long 11); on
of lax government and of intemperate attafi by a
authority. The Army was equallY Pe.rme?teh zst
spirit of insubordination, The memofics O teret}?rov;
of the Bengal mutiny of 1766, and of .the O‘;s of the
of Lord Pigott mingled with the consc1ousn(i1 ® sions
successful agitations of later years when C; Directors
had been wrung from an unwilling Coutt © but

. arm
in London. Such lessons were bad for any > 1]
General ).
1 A Letter on the Indian Army, May, 1842, b
Briggs. ‘
L [ 145 ]
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most of all for one not yet fortified by long—estabhshed‘
traditions of military discipline.

Moteover, the military reorganization of 17?6’
while it had conferred great benefits on the Indian
Army, had brought with it certain dangers. It had’
suddenly introduced so great an influx of new officers
as to swamp the authority of the seniors. Out of 2
total strength, including cadets, of about 1450 officers,
only 156 wete above the rank of Captain. The rest
were young men, largely under the age of twenty-
five, and meriting Malcolm’s description of them as
“a set of mad-headed boys.”! 1In a not dissimilar
estimate Lord Minto refers to the mutinous officers
as mostly “very young and half-instructed men,
brought together in a distant corner of the Empire
and removed from the influence of that public opinion
. which exists in all large and mixed societies,” 2

The Madras Army, thus composed, was placed
towards the close of 1807 under the command of
General Macdowall, an officer suffering under a sense
of personal grievance. Lord Minto believed that
General Macdowall has conscientiously worked ¢ with
infinite industry, and no inconsiderable skil,? 3 to
foment discontent in the Army. It seems more
probable, however, that the mischicf which the
General’s character and conduct undoubtedly did was

! Letter to Lord Mint

% Lord Minto’s
May, 1810.

8 Lord Minto’s
Febtuary, 1870.

o dated 15th June, 1809,
Letter to the Court of Directors dated 27th

Letter to the Secret Committee dated sth

[ 146 ] \
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Unintentional. Weak, vain and loquacious, he a
Dot realize how dangerous his words and example
Were to the excitable young men by whom he was
surfounded, or how far he had guided the Army on
the road to mutiny before he left the countty. Ever;
S0 carly as the month of January 1809, wild talg_o
pPutting the Governor in a masulah boat _and Sendﬁ;g
him over the surf was prevalent. This is proved };
contemporary letters ! as well as by the later vapouring
of retired veterans.?

The steps taken by Sir George Barlow to r:i:stlc;ret
discipline in the Army cannot be all defended, u—
they furnish an inadequate explanation of the C)zltrz .
Ordinaty hatred with which he came to be regat ehe.

eactions from the civil disputes of the time, © h
influence of men like Petrie, Roebuck, Parr’y, Martsa-
and others, must be allowed for, and Barlow’s rﬁ};‘: nt
tion as an advocate of teform and retrenc f heim
doubtlegs helped. At a later stage the hatred o it
became an obsession. He was habitually Ieflef’recries
3 a tyrant and a villain. “Oh, great G;) him.”?
Major Poignand, I know no name to0 bad Of; e
Lieutenant-Colonel Malcolm writes of the office rary
having “acted under the influence of te{répi’o be
insanity,” 4 Such a desctiption cannot be s

] 1809’ in
! See Sir E. Pellew’s letter dated 15th February

Appendix D. Folk Regiment,
* See Diary of Colonel Charles Bayly, 12th Sufio :

1796-1830. .
¥ See Letter No. 15 in Appendix F. wed 2
¢ Wellesley MSS., Vol. 13637 Letter dated :
1809, to Lord Minto.

sth August,
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too strong for the state of mind of the great majostty
who were concerned in the mutiny. ed
No enterprise of such serious moment was indee
ever entered upon with more light-hearted reckless”
ness. No leader was appointed, no programme dfﬂ‘f’g‘;j
up, no agreed plan of operations laid down. Wild',
excitement prevailed everywhere, but no onc knew.
what was to be the object in view. Vague plans ©
marching on Madras and seizing the person of Sig

George Barlow were combined with protestations ©

loyalty to the Company and Crown and of undying A
patriotism.

Tt was characteristic of this mutiny without method
that no serious attempt seems to have been made to
secure the adhesion, or even the neutrality, of the
King’s regiments. In August 1809 a highly rhetorical
appeal to “ The Officers of His Majesty’s Regments ”
was posted from a remote station in the south of the
Presidency, but this seems to have been the work of
some individual genius more wide awake than his
fellows. It came too late to have any effect.

Yet the attitude of the British troops was evidently
‘the crux of the situation. Tt was not to be supposed
thaf the officers of the Company’s Army would lead
their troops against British regiments, or that the
sepoys would follow them if they were to lead. The
sepoy had indeed no real interest in the quarrel. It
made no difference to him whether General Macdowall

had a seat in Council or whether his officers got Bengal

allow’::mces or not. He was simply “a large-family

man ™ on the meagte pay of Rs. 7 a month, and there
[ 148]
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Was 10 reason at all why he should get himself killed
10 2 cause which was not his and in which he had
everything to lose and nothing to gain.

It was the knowledge that the sepoy was not pfe-
Pated to go into the field in support of his officers
that brought about the collapse of the mutiny. ‘The

-Chemies of Sir George Barlow pretended that it was
the news of Lord Minto’s approaching visit which
made the mutineers at Secunderabad surrender, but
Captain John Orrok, who was actually there at the
time, is a witness to the contrary. “ The Governot,”

€ wrote, “ instantly despatched men-of-war t0 Bom-
ba_y and Ceylon, and in a short time they returned
Wwith 5000 men, King’s Regiments. These wete
encamped near Madras, and the Company’s officers,
finding that the sepoys would never stand 2 ﬁght
against Europeans, began to think they had carried
matters too far,”! ‘This contemporaty cvidence as
to the true causes of the surrender has only lately
been made available.

When the mutiny was ovet, the treatment of the
guilty parties seems to have been marked by modera-
tion and sound judgment. No one wished to see
men who had been led into the crime of mutiny mofe
by schoolboy excitement than by any deep-laid schemes
ot criminal ambitions—no one could wish to se€ them
sentenced to capital punishment. It was amply
sufficient to get rid of a few of the most violent. But
there can be no doubt that this mutiny and its 100
Minious termination gave the Army 2 useful lesson.

1 I etters of Jobn Orrok, p. 111
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It is no slight thing to encourage a large body of me®

with arms in their hands to attempt the subversiof ©

the civil government. If the attempt had succeeded

it must have exercised a most harmful effect on the

discipline and moral of the Indian Army for at least 2 y

generation.
The man who met and defeated the mutiny was -

undoubtedly Sir George Barlow. It was said at the

time that he had saved the British Empire in India

from the greatest danger it had ever encountered.

The statement was true, and it was an achievement

which ought never to be forgotten. But the force of

* faction in those days was so great that within three APPENDICES

or four years the lesson of the mutiny was lost sight

of, Sir George Batlow was recalled, and all the

measures which he had taken reversed. Nothing

could be a cleater proof of the inherent weakaess of

the system which laid the fortunes of India at the

mercy of the votes of a shifting body of merchants

in Leadenhall Street.
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APPENDIX A
THE SUPREME COURT

UP to the year 1798 the administration of civil justice
In the city of Madras was entrusted to a Coutt, pre-
sided over by the Mayor and composed of the Mayor
and Aldermen, which was known as the Mayot’s
Coutt. In that year a new Coutt, known as the
Recorder’s Court, took the place of the old Mayot’s
Court, and on the 28th September, 1798, Sir Thomas
Strange,! who had been seven years Chief Justice of
Nova Scotia, atrived in Madras and took up the office
of Recorder on a salaty of Rs. soo0 per menser.

The Mayor of Madras had been 2 certain European
merchant, Mr. William Abbott, and he and his pattnet,
Mr. Benjamin Roebuck, who combined trade and an
official position as Master of the Mint, were not too
pleased to see the old Court which they had controllefd
disappear. But under the new constitution 2 certait
Number of aldermen were to sit by rotation, as judges
in the Recorder’s Coutt, and Mr. Abbott and his
friends at once set to work to try and captuie the
new Court and the Recorder.

The opposition began within the fifst g

' Sie : _1841), knighted March 1798,
oS T St (76104 S o o
of him by Shee hangs in Christchurch Hall, Oxford.
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a letter 1 dated 12th February, 1799, to the Presléeng%
of the Boatd of Control, Sir Thomas Strange describe®d
the difficulties which he had had to face. Mess®™”
Abbott and Roebuck, supported by other aldermefs
had done their best to “ counteract ”” the new constit¥”.
tion. Among other matters, they had tried to 8et:
established an extravagant scale of fees which was
interded to benefit young Abbott, who was Deputy
Registrar of the Coust. They had also put forward 2
claim to take a patt in all the Recorder’s letters tO the
Government, an arrangement which, Sit Thoma$
Strange wrote, would have been inconvenient OP
account of “ their decided and avowed enmity tO the
Government.” In fact he regarded the scheme of the
Recorder’s Court, with its element of aldermen judges
as quite unworkable. Some of the members of the
Cotrporation, he said, “had been shameless: in €0
deavouring to pervert their trust to their own private
ends.” The rest were unfitted for judicial function$
by reason of their business ties and connections. He€
recommended that a new Act should be passed cop-
stituting 2 new Court from which the commercial
element would be entirely eliminated.

Sir Thomas Strange’s account of the position is
fully corroborated by a letter from Mr, Benjamin
Sulivan, who had been Advocate-General for the last
twenty yeats. “ Sir Thomas Strange,” this letter said,
“is a man of mild manners, and with any other set
of men would have got on very quictly, but Messts.
Roebuck and Abbott endeavoured to throw him into

1 India Office Records : Home, Miscellaneous, Vol. 430.
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the background, to engross the patronage to themr
selves, and to increase the fees of Mt. Taylor, ttﬁe
principal officer of the Court, with a Vview O -
future emolument of young Abbott, bis present
Deputy.” 1 S

Sit Thomas Strange succeeded in holding his ZWI:’
and in October 1799 he wrote that the Recot etrrsx
Court was now working better, but tk.lat the §yst§ n
Wwas inherently bad, and that a change 1n ’ConStlt:ttl(; .
was indispensable. A scat in the Mayor's Cov r,tain
said, used to be sought by some as giving a C€ s
status and influence among natives, and b}:’ -Otnow
“for purposes of sordid and corrupt profit *; the
that the control was exercised by th.e Record:ir, ften
aldermen no longer cared to serve as judges and O
declined a seat.

The <sepresentations thus made bad feccé;del:’};
Statute 39 and 40 George 1L €. 79 the ee ot
Court was in its turn super’Seded by 2 SuPreren Judges.
composed of a Chief Justice and two .]_)ulsn tice, and
Sit Thomas Strange was the first Chief .]u%en-;amin
the two Judges wete M., afterwards Sif
Sulivan and Sir Henty Gwillim. ished from 20d

The new Supreme Court Was establishe At the
September, 1801, Quarrels l?egan " onCe(-l dissatis-
first Sessions, Sit Henry Gwillim €xPf e stance, Sit
faction with the procedure, and a.t his 1fclice of Cal-
Thomas Strange wrote to the .Chlef g,u;attefs. were
cutta, Sir John Anstruther, ?skmg ho de in a ptivate
carried on there. ‘This inquiry Was ma Vol. 430

1 India Office Records : Home, Miscellaneous, VO
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letter, and Sir John Anstruther’s reply was couche- -,

in informal terms. Sir Thomas Strange sent a0
extract to Sir Henry Gwillim. But this gentleﬂ}al’;
took mortal offence at some careless phrase in Wh“:o
Sir John Anstruther spoke of “ throwing > cases t

his Puisne Judges. Gwillim sent Sir Thomas Strang® |
on 19th December, 1801, a long letter full of sarFasﬂC :
and angry comment, and when Strange asked him t0
return the extract from Sir John Anstruther’s lett'ei}i
he not only refused to return it, but told the Chie
Justice in rude terms that he knew he ought not 0

have made such a request. Sir Henry Gwillim Cﬂqed
by saying that his engagements obliged him to declin®
any further epistolary communication with Sir Thoma$
Strange. .

The relations which commenced in so unpromisi®8
a manner were not likely to improve with time. 51
Henry Gwillim possessed a peculiarly offensive 28
violent style of writing, and from the first he made
no attempt to restrain himself in his communications
with the Chief Justice. Sir Thomas Strange, on the
_ other hand, was, as Mr. Sulivan had remarked, 2

man of mild manners,” and he seems to have gone to
great lengths in the attempt to conciliate his ovet-
bearing and difficult colleague.

Early in 1805, Sit Thomas Strange proceeded to

England, with the object, it seems, of laying before
_the authorities there some further proposals relating
to the Court. He returned to Madras on the 28th
June, 1806, and on the same day he went to call on
Sit Henry Gwillim. He saw Lady Gwillim and had
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a long talk with her, leaving his card on her hqu.a n.d,
who did not appear. Next day Sir Henry Gwﬂlm‘l
Sent a Mr. Clarke, who was employed by hl{n . ?1'
Sectetarial capacity, to interview the Chi.ef Justice ant
to inform him that Sir Henry Gwillim couldf I’Zﬁ
feturn the Chief Justice’s call “in conSﬁq‘.lence o ,Z
indignity he had received” by the Chief Justice :
going to England without telling him the Ob)ed}? ot
his visit. Sir Thomas Strange, Who th.roug Eu
showed admirable temper and self-restraint, then
wrote Sir Henry Gwillim a friendly letter e:gpr;;smg
the hope that relations might be renewed. . Sir Henty
Gwillim refused to reply and again sent hlS. secretafY;
Mr. Clarke, to communicate his refusal. Sir Thoma-
Strange made another effort to make peace. He SIl\l,Igr
gested that he should meet Sir Henty Gwillim atl' an
Justice Sulivan’s chambers. To this, howev.et, S0 lvne
demurred. He had been present, he sa ¥ a: v(f)ish
scene “ of disgusting intemperance ” ".mfl‘ did noha i-
to witness a second. Such, he said, 15 the u1n cg po
ness of Sir Henry’s disposition that the V10 eer;son-”
his temper gets completely the better of hs * nd Sit
All communication between the Chief Justice 2 .
Henry Gwillim thus ceased. .

Duyring Sir Thomas Strange’s absence 1{: Eécg)iilzg:
Sir Henry Gwillim had quarrelled Wlth\jt(/ 'T]iam Ben-
ment. As regards the Governot, Lord W such that
tinck, he declared that his conduct hac} bel(:fl i
Gwillim “ could never be on terms with 'lmhad also
The senior member of Council, Mr. f;:;lel;e was not
affronted him by giving a dinnet 10 v
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s

invited. Altogether the Government had treat .
“him in a disgraceful manner. 3
To this private quarrel an official quarrel was now,
added. The two Puisnc Judges had written to,
Government while Sir Thomas Strange was away.
asking for some establishment. Correspondence oft
this subject continued after the Chief Justice’s retuff,
and on the 15th November, 1806, the Goverﬂme‘}t
returned 2 letter signed by the two Puisne Judges o
order that it might also receive the authentication ©
the Chief Justice. This step was deeply rescnte(% by
. Sir Henry Gwillim, and both he and Sulivan declin®
to hold any communication with the Government
until the insulting letter had been withdrawn.
In July 1806 the mutiny had occurred at Vellofe:
It was believed that the conspiracy had been wide-
" spread and had broken out at Vellore prematurel)’"
and the Government thought it necessary, therefore
to create a Police Force in Madras, where hithertO
there had been no custodians of the peace except 2
tew watchmen and peons under a Polygar or hereditaty
Hindu officer? A force of tegular police was noW
enlisted and placed under the control of a Mr. W. Grant.
Sir Henry Gwillim professed to see in this new
Police an engine of official oppression.  He belonged
appatently to that section of the Whig party which
had imbibed the principles of the French Revolution
and were full of strange Jacobin doctrinc. Hence his
extravagant opposition to the new force of police.
The monsoon had failed and food prices were rising;

! India Office Records : Home, Miscellaneous, Vol. 691.
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and tioting broke out in the grain bazar. than -the

Overnment used the police to put down this no'cmg(i
Sit Henry Gwillim had the policemen arrested an
forced the sentinels placed in the bazars to be with-
drawn. The Superintendent of Police Wh?r eupon
tesigned, and the Government appointed in his place,
Captain James Grant. oy

This appointment drove Sir Henry GWllhm- tOh_"’-
State of fury. On the 215t Januaty, 1807, 1 his

- Charge to the Grand Juty, he denounced “the

tepeated insults which had been offered to himself

- and Sir Benjamin Sulivan by the Government and by

the very ill-advised young gentleman 2t the he;i
of it.” Among the insults he had received was t
action of the Government in returning th.e Pu(;Sﬂe:
Judges® letter on 15th Novembet, 1896, the intro \:;é
tion of the new police without consulting the Supre

. A islative
Court, and the proposed institutiont of a Legis

i jolent!
Council to make laws and regulations. He violently

attacked the action of the police and .he' tl’ifeatetll-;ic:
that they should be proceeded against crlmlﬂz g.oc ate-
Charge was reported to Government by the X VHenrY
General, Mr. Anstruthet,? with th?l also Sif
Gwillim was on terms of bitter hostility-

In February 1807 the Government o1fderzda ;h:;
Superintendent of Police to arrest an Iﬁc_hanasgdone.
whom a criminal charge was made, and this Wbarrister
One of Sir Heaty Gwillim’s friends was a Corpus
named Chatles Matsh, and motion for Habea; Indian.
was made by him on behalf of the arreste

corder of
1 Afterwards Sir Alexander Anstruther and Re
Bombay.
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At the hearing of this motion, Sir Henry Gwillim

burst out into abuse of the Government, and especially
of the Governor. “ Can these outrages,” he said,
“be sanctioned by a Bentinck, by one of that family
so illustrious in the causc of liberty ? It is impossible |
None of the noble blood of the Cavendishes can flow
in the veins of this man. He must be some spurious
changeling that has been palmed (off) upon that noble
family and contaminated it. . . . What! put a soldier
to act at the head of the police where he is to deprive
men of their liberties? . . . Not one of us is safe.
We ate living under a complete military despotism.”
He attacked Mr. Anstruther for having reported what
he ‘had said, and a little later he suggested to Mr.
Marsh that he should move for an attachment against 1
Captain Grant for not making a sufficient return to'
the Habeas Corpus. When the Advocate:General
applied for copies of the affidavits on which the writ
of Habeas Corpus was issued, Sir Henry Gwillim again
denounced Mr. Anstruther, vowing that his condu
in advising the Government to make such an applica-
tion should not pass with impunity, and saying that he
was determined to bring it ¢ before the twelve Judges.”
The violence of his language throughout all thes
proceedings suggested a state of mental derangement

Sir Henry Gwillim was not, however, satisfied by,
these extraordinary outbursts on the Bench; he seems
also to have attempted direct interference with th?
police, for a police peon was dismissed by the Supes;
intendent for having conducted Sir Henry Gwillim’¥
Secretary, Mr. Clatke, to the Darogah’s house. S¥
- [ 160 ]
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Henty Gwillim then obtained a petition from this dis-
nissed policeman and sent it to the Chief Sectetaty,
gith a letter in which he said that if the Government
r'd not give satisfaction, he would submit the ma'tter
0 His Majesty’s Ministers, that His Majesty might
know the spirit and character of the new police ';lt
this place, adding many other extravagant rematks.
It was, of course, impossible to allow such language
on the part of 2 Judge of the Supreme Court to pass
unnoticed, and the Government accordingly Pf?POSCd
to address the Court of Directors. Before doing 0,
they asked Sir Henry Gwillim if he wished to submit
any explanation. To this he merely returned an |
insolent reply, in which he spoke of the Advocate-
eneral, who had reported his language, as an 10
former, declared that the Government would have to
explain their conduct in starting the cuﬂ_ﬁ_)fous and
expensive police,” and in appointing 2 .mxlgary man
1 to the direction of that offensive machine. th:n
the Government had done all that he would be quite
eady to explain his conduct.
(E Az each pSessions further scenes occutred. \Xilhen
n the 1oth July, 1807, Mr. Anstruther attenctlieuto
ear Sir Henry Gwillim’s address to the Gran ]alr'l}’é
it Henry Gwillim addressed him by nalllnero o
fbused him, saying : “ You are destitutc og a Pr Eo—
feelings. You desetve to be kicked out o Y?‘: Izher
fession. You are 2 contemptib}e fe.llow. Gr;(z)i]lim
day, noticing Mr. Anstruthet smile, S1f Hlemyh at me.
burst out: ¢ Sir, do not presume to ‘aus P
1 India Office Records : Home, Miscellaneous, Vol. 691.
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If 1 again see a smile on your countenance I's
immediately commit you.”

In consequence of Sir Henry Gwillim’s conduct oft

the Bench, the Government wrote to the Chief JuStlce,I

requesting him to sit with Sir Henry Gwillim SO as
to impose some restraint on his extravagances. Th'ls
the Chief Justice did. Sir Henry Gwillim had agai
attacked the police in his Charge. When the Ch.lef
Justice artived, Gwillim retited, and the Chief Justic®
then addressed the Grand Jury himself, and told them

that the Government had done quite right in creating
the police, that the police had generally behaved well, -
and that the Superintendent’s conduct had bee?
moderate and judicious. If the Government had 0ot
created an efficient police, after what had happened aﬁ?ﬁf
Vellore, they would have been guilty of a grave neglects
of duty.

But Madras juries in those days were apparcnﬂY
swayed by motives which cannot now be understoo™ .
and the Grand Jury presented a finding that Captain‘%
James Grant, as Superintendent of Police, had exet”

c1§ed military power in Madras by arresting persons
\xf'lthout lawful authority or warrant, and they con-
sxderefl tbis action to be against the law and the
C_Onstltutlon. The Advocate-General said that i3
view of: thfeir finding, the Grand Jury should proceedii‘
to an indictment of Captain Grant. The forema
refused, Sa.yit.lg their reasons were not positive. Sir
f(l)enry Gwillim said that the Jury could not be forced
n tP roceed and called on Mr. Marsh, who said he wa$
Ot ready to proceed. The Chief Justice thereupoft
[ 162 ]
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m_led that the bill of indictment must be proceeded
With, Wheteupon Sir Henry Gwillim violently attacked
the Chief Justice on the Bench, and 2 painful scene
followed,

Meantime the Government had some months before
addressed the Court of Directors, forwarding .the
Advocate-General’s reports of Sir Henty Gwillim’s
xtraordinary language and behaviour. The Court
of Ditectors, on legal advice, presented a petition to
the Crown, and on the 12th Novembet, 1807, orders
tecalling Sir Henry Gwillim to England to furnish an -
explanation of his conduct were despatched, But
Communications were slow in those days and the
order of recall did not reach Madras until June 1808.
On the 2gth June, 1808, Sir Henry Gwillim acknow-
ledged the receipt of the order and announced that 'he
would start for home in October, when the fleet, Wl.th
convoy, would be sailing. Up t0 the last he main-
tained his strange conduct, delivering a violent attack
on the Government in his last Charge to the Grand
Jury, He sailed from Madras in October 130_8’ an'd
on the 19th May, 1809, he reported his artival in
England after a seven months’ vOyage. Arrange-
Mments had already been made by the Board of Control

Of an inquiry into his conduct tO be made by the
Lords of the Privy Council, and in a letter dated the

I1th April, 1810, the President of the Board inforrn"'fl
the Chairman of the Court of Directofs that His
MaieStY had been pleased to approve of a report from
the Lords of the Privy Council respecting Sif Henty
Gwillim’s conduct, and had directed that Sir Henry
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Gwillim should be “ removed from his situation as
one of the Puisne Judges of the Supreme Coutt ©0f
:]udlcature at Madras,” Sir Henry Gwillim’s careef
In the Madras High Court was thus ended, but
influence which his violent conduct and his defianc
of Government had had on Madras could not be 2
once. effaced. His henchman, Mr. Charles Marsh
remained and carried on the tradition of insurgenc
;nd Obftmc'fion with great activity during Sir Geotg
atlow’s tenure of office, returning eventually 0
England to continue the attack there. '
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THE QUESTION OF THE CARNATIC DEBTS

Munaman Axx, Nabob of the Carnatic, better known
a5 the Nabob Wallajah, after the triumph of the
English atms in Southern India, took up his residence
at Madras, where he built himself a palace. Hewas 2
man of extravagant habits and he became mo1€ and
more steeped in debt, both to the East India Company
and to private creditors. To both he made over
tracts of country as security for his debts, and his
bonds were freely bought and sold, the discount on
them falling or rising as the prospects of the Nabob’s
debts being liquidated became mote Ot less favograble.
All sosts of people, European and Indian, ofﬁcml'a.nd
non-official, became interested in his debts, Wl}ldl
Came to exercise a demoralizing influence oft society,
as it became to the interest of different classes to sup-
port the vicious system of the management of whole
districts by money-lending creditots. c
The Nabob died in 1795, but the same state O

things continued under his son and successof, Umdat-
ul-Umara. In 1801, after the conquest of Mysifl?:
Lord Wellesley determined to put ant end to 1t.d . uli
action was slightly deferred by the Nabob Um. at- -
Ummara’s illness and death, but in June 1801 his su

cessor signed a treaty by which he
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over the whole countty to the Company, who, m;
return, undertook, among other things, to arrange for’
the liquidation of the Nabob’s debts, an annual pay-

ment _Of 340,000 pagodas, or about £120,000, being
set aside for the purpose. A deed of agreement was

signed on 1oth July, 1805, between the Company ad.

the Nabob’s creditors. Statutory power was taken 19,
appoint three Commissioners sitting in London 0
adjudicate on all claims, while, for the purpose 0%
local inquity, the Governor-General appointed thre€.
Commissioners, servants of the Company on the
Bengal Establishment, who were to investigate claims-j
in India and repott to the Commissioners in Londofi
Thus a complete machinery was provided for examis”
ing the validity of all claims.

The Bengal Commissioners, Messts. Parkef, Goad -

and Russell, arrived in Madras in Fcbruary 1808, 2%
after necessaty preliminarics they began their invest®”
gation. Being quite unconnected with South In
they were free from all local prepossessions, 38¢

entitled therefote to the special confidence and supp ot
of the Government.

In May 1808, information reached the Government:

of the existence in Madras of large quaritities of forged
bonds purporting to have been signed by the Nabobs; ¥
and a Committee, presided over by the Advocate”;
General and iricluding the Company’s Solicitof, Mz
Or.me, and two servants of the Company, Mf. .
Oliver and Captain F. Thompson, was appointed 0
trace the source of this information and to repoft:
- Whether it was true ot not. The Comumittee 1eported
[ 166 ] !

APPENDIX B

that it was true that forged bonds eXiSI.ced to 2
€normous extent, and that fOIng entries in suPPOrt
. of these bonds had been made in the Durbat books.
The Committee added that attempts had been m.ade oy
show that the Nabob’s Sherishtadar, Roya Reddi RoWé
had played a leading part in introducing these forged :
entries, but that these attempts had totally failed, ?d'
were due to intrigue intended to secure Roya Redadt
Row’s removal from office. In a later repott, ‘the
Committee added that a dubash, named A. Paupiah,
who had been convicted some years beforc? of con-
spiracy and sentenced to three yeats’ imprisonmen,
a fine of L1000, and the pillory, was ah acv” pa}flt};
in this intrigue against Roya Reddi Row, and tfa’a
A. Paupiah was himself concerned in the forngSC’l Ohat
bond for 46,000 pagodas, and they rec'ommende fl‘he
he should be proceeded against for this offence. :
Government accepted the Committe.c’s report an
sanctioned the prosccution of A. Pﬂl}Plah' d com-
Meantime the Bengal Commisstoners ha- hcthe
menced their inquity, and the first bond Whlfj ; bY
took up for investigation was one Propoug e ang
Roya Reddi Row. It was for 38,500 pagoca’ the
purported to be on account of a loan 'mad;: tﬁand—
Nabob by one Gopal Row, and it was 10 td e o
writing of Reddi Row’s brother, Ananda Lo
A. Paupiah denounced the bond as a forgery aélrm o
supported by Mr. William Abbott, of the Thomas
Abbott, Roebuck and Maitland, and Mt s before
Parry, an English merchant, whq some Yeart oot to
ad been connected with A. Paupiah 1n an attemp
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raise money for the Nabob in Tinnevelly, and had
Eeen ordered by the Court of Directors to leave India
as a warning to others not to engage in usurious
loans.”. 1 . After a long investigatjon, the Bengal
Commissioners found that Paupiah’s charges were
false and Reddi Row’s bond genuine, and they also
recommended that Paupiah should be proceeded
against for conspiracy and some of his witnesses for
petjury. '
Paupiah and his party, however, did not wait tO
be atta;lcked, but promptly carried the war into the
enemy’s country. Finding that the Bengal Com-
missionets were against him, and in favour of the rival,
Roya Reddi Row, Paupiah and his supporters decided
to turn the Commissioners’ flank by lodging 2 charge
of forgery in the criminal courts against Roya Redd
Row. This was first attempted before a Justice ©
the Peace .named Taswell, who declined to make the
grder des1red.' The application was then renewe
Fff)re Mr. Maitland, who was My, Abbott’s partnéfs
sitting as a ]usfcice of the Peace, and he, after 2 brie
K;]:rlg, committed 'Roya Reddi Row and his brothef
N 2 Row for trial before the Supreme Court 00 2
c ;fge of forgety of the deed for 38,500 pagodas:
v lc'h the ‘Bengal Commissioners had had undef
inquiry and had found to be genuine.
W}ﬁc ;lvashobwous that if the opponents of any deed 08
ca the Bengal Commissioners adjudicated could

immedsi
ediately have recourse to the criminal courts 10

teverse their finding, the result would be to briog

1 Indi
ndia Office Records : Home, Miscellaneous, Vol. 613
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their inquiry to a standstill until, in each case, the
ctiminal courts had decided. ‘The Legislature had not
foreseen or provided for such a contingency, and the
Commissioners found themselves in 2 grave difficulty.
Meantime they moved the Government t0 instruct the
law officers to assist in Roya Reddi Row’s defence,
which was done, and with still mote doubtful wisdom
they started a prosecution fot petjury against tWO.Of
the. witnesses whom Paupiah had brought to give
evidence before them against Roya Reddi Row and
his bond, by name Bhima Row and Arunachella Row.

Meantime the men who were behind Paupiah 1
this matter, Messts. Abbott, his partner Roebuck and
Mt. Parry, opened a correspondence with Govern-
ment, the object of which was to protest aga.mst tkie
132; officers being employed on Roya Reddi Row's
side,

Their argument that the appe
officers would deter native witnesses fro
forward in future to give evidence Was fi0]
plausibility, but the Govetnment felt it their duty to
support the Bengal Commissioness and refused to
teconsider the orders already passed.

Events, however, developed in 2
unexpected by the Government Of the Bengal Com-
missioners. At the trial in the Supreme Coust, Roya
Reddi Row was found guilty by the Jusy, although tkie
Chief Justice, who presided, had summed up strongly
in favour of the accused. Sir Thomas Strangefwﬁs
50 strongly persuaded of the perverse character ° BE
Jury’s verdict that he refused to pass sentence:
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the other hand, the two witnesses, Bhima Row aﬂdi
A%’ur.lacheﬂa Row, against whom the Bengal Com-"
missioners had started proceedings, were acquitted:
Moseover, fresh prosecutions which had been instif
gﬁ? :r}lrdpaquh and his group against Roya Reddi
ended in the convictiog of those persons, but oA,
mote the Chief Justice declined to pass sentence, 2
eventually referred these convictions to Englands
\;7here they were quashed.  For the present, howevess
:}:e ?Cngal Commissioners had been defeated all 31098
th:mm:le,tand the Gove‘rnment, which had support€®..
B ,tha L}raﬂy shared in their discomfiture. ” .
whi gh i r(:cl Zse of the year 1808, the party of A.Paupia™ =
land andc;hed Messrs. Abbott, Roebuck, R. A.‘ Mﬂlt’ i
in the ] omas Parry, had succeeded so decstClY.j
enforce a}zv _courts that they took further.steps
Abbogt ’;) elr victory. On the sth Januaty, Messts: .
ment of, M’flréy and R. A. Maitland sent to the Gover?; .
addressed : ralf for transmission to Bengal a Memot!3*
detailed theo the GOVernor~General in Council. b '
the prosec Steps they had taken in connection W¥
and Mr., B;::;) o of Roya Reddi Row, Ananda RO%s
bursed for I €Y, and asked that they might be reim- ﬂ
SOr all the expenses of those prosecutions‘.‘ . ‘
¢heif~,
p_erformancem;1 Lo the.reb}’ rendered unfit for the
(o) thexr dutles, and should be IcplaCC v.;
€Nt persons.  On the same date theY
e Commissioners a formal proteSt, ;
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aga"iﬂst their holding any further investigation of any
claims in connection with the Catnatic Debt.

While the Government wete considering these
Papers, evidence that the party headed by Abbott,
Roebuck and Parry represented only a section of the
mercantile community was supplied by a letter which
Was addressed to the Bengal Commissioners on the
18th January, 1809. This letter was signed by most
of the leading firms in Madras : Lautour & Co. (which
afterwards became Arbuthnot & Co.), Binny and
Dennison, Colt, Hart and Weston, Harington, Tulloh
& Co., s. 1. Greig, De Fries & Co., De Monte &
Co., Moorat, De Mello, etc. It began by expressing
tegtet that the Commissioners should of late have
experienced so many difficulties in the execution of
their ““ arduous and important duty.” It assured the
Commissioners that the writers had * perfect con-
fidence ” that the Commissioners would discharge
With ability and integrity all the duties of their office.
It ended by suggesting that early steps should be -
taken to eliminate the large number of false bonds
Which were in circulation. In effect, this letter repre-
sented a vote of confidence in the Bengal Commis-
stoners from all the leading firms in Madras.

Such a manifestation had little effect, if any, on the
inttansigeant section, which, eatly in February, per-
Petrated a further attack on the Commissioness. On
the 3rd February, Abbott, Parry and Maitlagd wrote
demanding to be furnished with copies of all mformé}-
tions sworn before the Commissionets, as it was their
intention to institute further prosecutions against those
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A
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Who had supported Roya Reddi Row. The Com- -

missioners refused to grant the copies. On the 7th -

February, Messts. Abbott, Parry and Maitland then
8ave them notice that unless the copies wete gtanted,

they would move in the Supreme Court next day fof

Crllmmal information against the Commissioners them-
selves,

Thls final outtage forced the Government to také
action.  For months the duties imposed on the

Commissioners by the Statute and the orders of the

t%?Vernor—General in Council had been held up by
. ISI small knot of men, Unless the plan for the
ale:t er:;en_t of the Carnatic Debt was to be radically
€red, it was neces . hese
sary to put a stop to t
manceuvres, Y p P
iiesll]ar.ed t}?aF the three Statutory Commissioners wert,
e €1t op1nion, unfit for duty,and they now threaten®
sio;n with a criming] prosecution. The Commis
Gonery Wete well within the facts in informing th°
themen'lment that unless steps were taken to assist
> i “fould be utterly impracticable for them t©
Proceed with their work
Ont :
r Be}:' St}} Febmaf)’ the Government issued ordefs:
: ]a{n.m Roebuck, who combined trade a9

alih?lio:intlments at Madras and ordered to procee

the Factoe 4y to Vlzagapatam and to take charge ©

pattner | v thete. Mr. R, 4, Maitland, the third
t i the firm of Abbott & Co., was femov
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from the office of Magistrate in the Preside:

homas Pasry, against whom the Directors’ -
for his return to England had never been enforced,
Was informed that he should now be prepated to

‘embark at the earliest opportunity. By these measures

the small clique which had paralyzed the work of the
Bengal Commissioners was broken up and they were
left free to continue their inquiries in peace.

The result justified the action of the Government.
The Commissioners, no longer disturbed by criminal
Prosecutions and threats of criminal prosecution§,
Catried on their investigations successfully. Addi-
tional information threw fresh light on the character
of Roya Reddi Row. Serious reason for suspecting
his good faith came to light. It was discovered that
he had been concerned in the making of false entries
in the Nabob’s accounts, Eventually the Commis-
Sioners came to the conclusion that the bond for
38,500 pagodas, which they had at first pronounced
to be genuine, was itself a forgery. They reposted
accordingly to the Commissioners in London, and thls?
as well as other bonds propounded by Roya Reddi
Row, was turned down. The man himself died §ud—
denly in July 1810, his death being popularly ascribed
to poison taken under the shock caused by the Com- |
missioners’ discovery of his real char:%cter. _

His enemy, Paupiah, had died eatlier, at the begin-.

i ; ected from his
ning of 1809. As might have bc?en exp o rcalated

Previous history, the bonds whlcl} he ha El - Roya
were also found to be bad. Of him, as W€’ 2
i - id that they were
Reddi Row, it may well b:c'z said
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W%lo. had ambo.” But in fact many quite reputable
lf:z‘]:;'\’:cf: lf);;lrson(s~I found that the bonds which tleY
had b ad. - aims to more rl};m {350,000 which
of 1 ccn put fu.r\\ ard on behalf of Mr. Rocbuck, one
mis;locnii:d;rlslm the attempt 1o obstruct the Com-
found to l;c ;*K t(,) be withdrawn, as the bonds were
Party’s clain, U]r&d !n the SHme Wiy, Mr. Thomas
disallowe] o’n( L?\Aod trom Paupiah, for £27,000, a5
When the o Hg ‘j‘:mund that nnthing was d'ue.
only 21 nli“iilnr\‘nlssumcrs concluded [hcxf inquiry,
claimants out o)tl'ls .h“.ld lm?“. dcmCd. in_favour ©
The Benn) (fncx .5o.mllhons put forward. .
credited [)\f -th‘ ,(un?mss.mncrs were deservedly dls‘_’
Row. b ;hcirt,rC\ clflt.ums regarding Rova Redd!
s00n as they dis‘éot).d taith s not nvolved, and 85
to rectify it S:tili‘fm their mistake they took steps
George Barlo“: be r'crsls ICUUM the Government Oftilr
errots of thesy Su!)(}‘i};;) I,lxdd ,tf) be to blame for f
. ates, Thev had merely pef

form
ed a ne . . ) :
CCSS&I’)‘ (lut}v n :Jl\'i!]‘ﬂ th(.‘ BCI]L’QI Com-

missj

erron(c):gflrss csozpcll):: > and Were not a party 10 apy

arrived, Byt g4 th()cns.“t “’hlch.thc Commissioners

Roya Redd; Row ““_’“C the disclosures regarding

enemies of Sir .. tIe cagerly scized upon by .thc
O1ge Barlow, and the utmost possxble

le}

capital wag \
mace L. ’
errors of judgmenté'Ut of the Bengal Commissioners
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T THE CASE OF MR. R. SHERSON
HE mq,
of ForefMasoon of 1806 having failed, the Government

BentinfSt. George, then presided over by Lord William
supplyck, thought it their duty to ensure an adequate
for tf of graininthecity. They accordingly arranged
quantie importation from Bengal of considerable
of waties of rice, which was stored in a large number
It warchouses, from 100 to 150 in all, on the sea-face.
the pc proposed to retail the rice at moderate rates to
An orer classes of the population.
of largperation of this kind involved the expenditure
recoupe sums of money which would be gradually
mainted by the sale of the rice. It also involved the
feceipnance of accounts, which would show the
of ofs, issues and balances of rice, and the receipts
plicate, for rice sold—altogether a large and com-
The matter of accounts.
knowpfvork was at first placed under a Committee,
M, ) as the Grain Committce, which consisted of
Mr, yyungo Dick, a Member of the Board of Trade,
worthy- Balfour, Collector of Customs, Mr. J. Ken-
Secret; » Garrison Storckeeper, Captain Marshall,
Sherscty to the Military Board, and Mr. Robert
1st Agh, Reporter on External Commerce. From
ril, 1807, however, Mr. Sherson was placed in
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e on the enclosure.
700 bags

bags,1 ot

gnatus
ut of about 20

W he aid not place his sl

w TE MUTIN
Y bl
; The gy frement showed that ©

entire charge of th .

cox}trol of the Gmmec(?;?;ﬁzt subject to ¥, of g:' e d 1 codowns, 7590

iésisx'sltag t, Mr. William Cooke eﬁc ’J'jt?irh ek moxe ?a;.n oge—ethi:cin ;g:d bggn (zlestr:);csd.

. > . 3

an";cc;:wcc. .HC had, of course, a n;:lie\fz it . Mt, $Mungo Dick received this statement OB the
ntant in cach godown and a head ) Toth, ifnd he at once proceeded, the same afterno0n;
: 0 cophpany with Mr. Sherson and Mr. Cooke, O
odowns. Mt Dic

sped once mote the damaged g
‘:ﬁde some rough calculations,
tim with his feet, and 2s 2 result, he declared
e ldss was nothing like the 750° bags shown in the

~ Matednent and did not really exceed 1000 bags. Ti€
addely that the statement ‘must be false and that the
fatie subordinates had falsified the figures.

. .
nr;cj ir;ﬁ?jfcr in }1,13 own office. As Mr. She
pot ” ¢ Com;slant. w1th any vernacular lang
used to ¢ Inxétlccate bxs orders through his “
maintained. Thers}; 8\53;“;;;}‘;'“3““21“ sccounl
close o s office |
EngliShfa };:;)rk to Mr, Sherson’s ofﬁciht \::llz .
ract was made and submitted ’daily i
, |

Mr. Sherson’s initi
. s initials .
On the roth and I;t;O SI;(C: Gi)am Committee. P She borl ed these 5em
visited by a viol ember, 1807, Madra ' son hotly controverte h
ent cycl i L tendy correct and that Tus
unroofed and damaged };C\O enr(;l W? lck}), n s S“bdo (il';2223thzfcsrt:tc;r(l)e;;stwas’ﬂ1e two chief s©
. / 0 1 .
theorlcC was stored. the godowns Ordiggtes were sent for, but both were absent, having
n the next da T S ’ : One neves
. y, 12th December, \ (oo it yis said, gone 1O et their 10O f
a}ClCOmpamed by Messts. Sherson zr, dL (I:r. Mun.g deficieied anc’l agpparently ibsconded from Madrass the
; ¢ damaged godowns, five in nn bOOke’ - Zegy, weappearcd SOME bours later. O being care
oss had been caused by the storn umber, 1o S Othe 0 roduce the original vernaculat vouchers (written
might have taken adva n o by pilferery™ On U ied stri £ cocoanut leaves) o8 whic
buildin : ntage of thc dam a5 to Adjans or drie strips © h
to th gs to get in and steal grain. N aE° & Q ¢,y fasatement of the 19th December W43 based., tis
the conclusion that the loss . f oy - the of ! said that all the vouchegs up 0 the begioning °
appreciable, was not very great o BT e "gfom ember had been destroye Ms. Dick ther
. 3 e y
On the 19th December, M o A d all th hets that could be found to P
Committee a detailed Stan:: Mr. Sherson sent shovf . P 3 t glvz\ltch - place 4 in a large chest in hi
the amount of grai ment purporting t b Nifllocted, and had t¢ Y
ofjhov: \ eale
he submitted tt%iram lost by the cyclone gAl ht:i %)Y Govsence. The chest was then Jocked and
s statement with . i au d11 . In dia would genc:auy contal
1 India Off th 2 letter signi{ 49t it pag of grain in SO
p- 624 ce Records: Home, Miscella i 9 civil,e 6o 1bs. ( ]
? acous, VO," N 177
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Mr. Dick. Next day, 20th December, he ;

report to the Government of the results
inspection.

On the 215t December, as the Manager and
were absent, Mr. Sherson broke open their de
the ground that these. people had been in cha
his private cash and that he did not wish his
affaits to come before the Grain Committee,

the Committee that he now found that some o Y
bags of grain had been removed from the da
godowns to other godowns, and that therefor
deficiency might be less than had been exhibitch
the statement which he had sent in on 19th Dece

Between the 19th and 24th December a fug
inquiry was held by the Grain Committee, who
mitted to Government on the 24th inst. a Lepo
the results.

Government then directed a further examinatic
the vernacular vouchers to be made by a fresh
mittee. When the chest, in which the vernal
vouchers had been locked up, came to be examMy,
it was found that the scals which had been place \

it by Mr. Dick on the 19th December were no 1n!
intact.

- On the 36th December, 1807, Mr. Sherson, {"
had taken no part in the Grain Committee’s invest (
tions, addressed a letter to Sir George Barlow, “E_ R
had just arrived, demanding cither that he should)egt
entirely relicved of all responsibility for the grain'

the godowns, the accounts and so on, or that
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| ed
thould be placed in undivided control, and be allow

i i himse
to employ such subordinates as he might

. . art
select, without any interference OB the p
Grain Committee or anyonc else.

of the

. ointed
Meantime the Committee which had bei)nnji%?led its

to examine the vernacular vouchets CGovemment

investigations, and submitted a report 1O

. 15 repo
on the 26th January, 1808. With ¥ htls frolzn
sent a statement compating the recelpts

rt they
sate of

i : ecember as
tice during the first nineteen days of zt)h e same
entered in the vernacular accounts W

. : mittee
- Teceipts as reported to the Gramn Com

sale
Sherson. ‘This statement showed that the

by Mr.
receipts

. emeﬂts SUb"
had been seriously understated 18 the Stztmounting to
mitted by Mr. Sherson, the shOftentl) T %o oreen
over 8000 pagodas, ot about £2800, 1

days to which the statement related.

rote tO the

On the 29th Januaty, Mr. ShetSOlnli:{])n_‘ty for any

Government disclaiming any persona and expressing
deficiency in the rice of the accounts

- 2 wish to go to England. . A
The Gogvemment took the Opmlonloxfsthe
General on the facts of the case as o

dvocate-

far disclosed,

ot
d case agan
and as he advised that there Was a goo

Mr. Sherson, they removed him 10 Fe

yuary 1808

ded him
from all his offices, and subsequently suspen

from the Service.

ask
In the following June Mg, Shegsont

) -
Government to have his accourts ?il}dlted
auditor. The Government accores audit.
civil auditor, Mrt. Smith, tO make an

{179 ]

ed the

the civ
red the

DisputCS



THE WHITE MUTINY

then arose between the Grain Committee and the civi,
auditor as to what accounts the audit was to cove'®
Mr. Smith declining to go into the question of t
discrepancies between the vernaculay accounts, whi
were, of course, the original basis of all the accountin’ ;
and the Pnglish accounts.  On the 1st October tte A
Government wrotc to the civil auditor, counterman,
ing their direction to him to make an audit, but O
the 3rd October, Mr. Smith reported that his aud’
was already completed and at the disposal of Go\.'crn
ment. According to that audit there was no deficienc
whatever in the grain accounts.
On the 25th October, 1808, Mr. Sherson
Madras and procceded to England. !
The first conclusion which emerges  from t b
admitted facts of the case is that Mr. Shersof “‘ff
guilty of gross ncgligence. On the 19th Dcccmbz
he sent in a statement showing a l0ss of 7500 D38
which he aftersards admitted was entirely incorrect:
It was subsequently pleaded on his behalf that as B
did not sign the statement he could not be he
responsible for it, and that the statement must
regarded mercly as an estimate and not as & "Cgulai
account. In reply to these pleas it was P(’i“wd o
that the statement purported, not to be merely 2 rous
estimate, but a minute and particular ﬂCCou“t’.ﬁn
that as Mr. Sherson sent it to the Grain Comﬂ}‘tte.e’
he had clearly adopted it and was rcsponsiblc for .lt'
There can be no room for doubt that on the undis”
puted facts here proved Mr. Sherson was guilty ©
negligently furnishing an incorrect returm, whicl
[ 180 ]
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¥ was so draw
to the Cq awn up as to cause heavy loss

In _mpany.
ment Zcfk:géoi;:]? I;h@ mislcading and incorrect state-
evidence ip, the Sm;ﬁﬂ)n ber, 1807,. there was also clear
the 15t ang 19th bcccmul}t of monies rfzccwcd between
Urnished day by . 'Cm ser, that Mr. §bcrsqn h‘?d also
of the cash £Ccc>i § ; 1} .mCercct‘ and rr:xslcadmg returns
negligence of the (ru mn hls ‘thcc. No clcarq case of
Whether Ay STI;()éSCS’t kmc.l could well be imagined.
Proceeding “.‘,;\ ;uwn s action th.roughout all these
o mef@lybsj(,n‘r.z duc to fraud on his part, or \VhCﬂ.lCr
the false gpape ¢d and sent on without proper scrutiny
by his Subor(;}l)CiltS prepared and placed bpfore hlm
Conduct i attéﬂatcﬁ) cannot now be ascertained.  His
his Subordinatr,nptmg at first to defcnq the honesty Qf
desks i crd ¢s, and in later brcaklgg open theit
giVing hi;n( er to sccure access to thmr‘ papers, tl.nus
li ey to iy an opportunity of removing anything
part in unrcflllll}natc himsclf, his .rcfusal to take any
iS office. 4 a(}? .lmg the frauds \Vhl.Ch ha(.i gone on 1n
e inVe;t'i his generally obstructive attitude Fowards
seem indilba'uons madc b} th‘c Grain Committee, all
this mg gatlye_ of 'Comphaty in fraud. But however
could dyo g’ it is difficult to sec what the Government
that Af \Vglt.suspfnd.such an officer; and the fact
Ir. Shc; illiam Petrie supporte.d gnc% countenanced
taken ao;ﬂon 1a‘nd opp.osc‘d the d15c1ph’nary measur;s:
tthsta Sftlrs(t) tim by Sir George Bg{l()\v s Governme
ng light on Mr. Petrie’s own bona fides.
. In July 1809 a “ bill ” for fraud was filed by the
Overnment on the cquity side of the Supreme Court
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aga%nst Mr. Sherson and his four chief Indian sub
ordinates. Three out of the four Indians absconded-
The reply of the fourth was filed in July 1812. Mr.
Sherson was examined on commission in England in
1811. The case came on for hearing in March 1814
and the Company’s bill was dismissed, but with per”
mission to proceed afresh against Mr. Sherson o the
principle of official responsibility.

In the year 1815, afrer Sir George Barlow had bees:
recalle4 and all his official actions révcrscd, \r, Shersof’
was reinstated in the Service and was voted by thg
Court .of Directors a sum of 16,000 pagodas as cor”
pensation for his suspension. But this action was
merely duc to the change in the political atmosphes®
of Leadenhall Street, and can hardly be suppOSed to
have any bearing on the question of Mr. Sherson’®

ﬁ}ult or mnocence of the charges brought “gamSt
im. B
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LETTERS FROM SIR EDWARD PELLEW AND GENERAL
MACDOWALL

(X) From Sir Edward Pellow* to Sir George V,Barlou'.

Dre. de Galle,
I4th ng_),: 1809'

(Private.)

My pEAR SIR GEORGE,

' We have received the report of the Convoy
ships leaving Colombo this morning, and we are nOW
Weighing to meet them. Last night an America Ship
from Madras anchored here. She brought Colonel
Capper, who, I find, landed instantly in great haste to
seek General Macdowall. On my sending fot the
Master this morning, I learn from him that the Colonel
landed with the Supra Cargo and have not been seen
since. e stated, altho’ incorrectly, that he heard
Some displeasure of yout Government had caused the
Colonel’s resignation of his office or that you had
suspended him—why he could not tell. But he be-

lieved signal guns had been fired from Madras t0

y, but that failing
1 Sit Edwatd Pellew, Bart., Admiral of the Blue, a&e,wargz
Lord Exmouth, had bheen for several years Adm“fl OrII{;\I
East Indian Station, and his son, Captain Pownall gel'leo“\:: o
had married Eliza, eldest daughter of Sir George PATET
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in effect, a dispatch boat had been pushed thro’ the
strait of Manaar to Colombo to General Macdowall
He also states the Deputy-Adjutant-General to have
been removed about some orders issued by that officets
after the General’s departure, to the Army. I am
sorty to depart without knowing what this stoty 15,
but I shall get at it long before we reach Home an
shall take care it is not related to the discredit of yourt
Government.

In Confidence T told you some petty intrigues have
been going on with the General and Mr. P o« - e’
befote I left you. T suspect there has been SO
combination of arrangements brought about by &
this late arrondisement ? amidst the feasting of the
Cantonments, on which you ate no doubt on guar
and well informed, and I believe the Heads of 2
the Generals are laid together at Colombo at this instant.
I believe you know enough of Maitland of yourse®
If not, T have had him on Service in my Cabin for s&
months. For the first he has no stamina Whe?
wanted, but is the most diabolical intriguer, sticking
at nothing to obtain his ends, that cver was hatched
from that democratic stock.3

Take my farewell good wishes for your health and

T Mr. P . .dc. This is Mr. William Petric, Member of the
Council of the Governor of Madras.

2 Apparently this is an allusion to Lieutenaﬂt—GCneral
Macdowall’s farewell tour to the military stations in Madras-

3 General Sir Thomas Maitland, Commander-in-Chief ©
Ceylon, was the younger brother, the cighth, of Lord Lauderdale,
who.se appointment as Governor-General was resisted on account
of his republican principles.
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happyness and offer them to Lady B. TLet me beg
You to believe, my dear Sir George, that you have 2

true and faithfull friend in your attached Servant,
Ep. PELLEW.

P.S.—You will find at last that the loss [of the
Ba]lzar fund is the real cause of [the] * discontent and
that is kept [up by]! officers of every rank and descrip-
tion from Chief to drummer. Any other losses by
better management of bullocks, tents, cte. will of
course increase the heart burnings. You will get
through it all with credit, I am suf¢ and be well
Supported at Home.

Family all well.

Ships to weigh at Sunset.

(2) From Admiral Sir Edwd. Pellew ¥ Sir George
Barlow.

«« Culloden,” off Pointe de Galle,
15th February 1809, 4 p-7-

MY pear Sir GEORGE,
S We are now joining the Co e llow
s 3 O -
.chooner’ apparently a Company’s Cruizet, 18

ing. I have no doubt of her being charged with the

/ . WS
BOmbay Dispatches and probably with the latcfzstc cr::rse

from Cochin, Quilon, etc., which 1 shall. 0 g
take 2 good view of and give full explanatlons Orcli 'us{
attival, 1 have no doubt of your beind able to adju

: e set 10
and settle all this affair before the faind ar ’

1 MS. injured-

[ 185 ]

lombo ships and 2



THE WHITE MUTINY

- notwithstanding all the difficultics you have to mfe;l
by the clamorous opposition at Madras, part of‘ whic
I have now got hold of. Petrie, I hear, is m_muw:g
and in opposition. I believe you will do rl_ght s
guard against old Rocbuck,! who, I firmly believé !
not sound at bottom. You have a high opinioft 0

lankey G—1.2 1 know Lord W.3 detected him 0%

great duplicity of conduct on several OCcﬁSlon.st;
Colonel Capper has not been ncar me and C?*Pwe
MacPherson only for a few moments, so that 1 ha‘;n
heard nothing from him, but I had a great deal ffoc‘
the American Supracargo, and among other St‘;t
ments he said, had the recall of the Convoy succee ;c
and the General been relanded under suspenSiOn; } .
Army were ripe for any measures,—so much On
exaggeration by flying reports—you would have bee
lucky to have kept your seat and we might have ‘T‘n
in England much sooner than you had any expectatio
of when we parted. .
Psyche and Predmontaise * are now togcther; D;;g
daignense expected herc every minute, shall take o
Desvaynes from Galle and proceed to Quilon, whe

« the

1 “0ld Roebuck ” is Benjamin Rocbuck, a servant of See
Company who was also a partner of Mr. William Abbott.
Appendix A, p. 153 and Appendix B, passim. .

2 ‘i Lankey G—1. Possibly this refers to joscph.chesigil:z
a senior Civil servant, who was Paymaster and Garrison i
keeper at Madras at this time. He dicd at Madras 18th Junes
1812, had

® “Lord W.” is presumably Lord William Bentinck, who
preceded Sir George Barlow in the Governorship of Madsas.

¢ Pgyche, Piedmontaise and La Dedaignense were ships of
East India Squadron.

the
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her investment of Ham and Cheese may be in 2 great
tequest, and should Malcolm’s force be ordered dows,
they will of course be attended by one of tWO of the
rigates at Bombay, so that you may be casy from
without, and as we know two out of the three French
Frigates are over to the Fastward, there is' only one
to approach, which 1 think they will not £15que an
as De Caen any force to send them if they cver made
any demand on him to that cffcct. God Bless you.h
We have just joined and Macdowall sent me the
eI}Closed, which T send as they are. 1 have not seent

him as it is dark. God Bless you, my dear Sir, ever
yours,

Ip. PELLEW.

Linclosure (1)-
A1 Sea—151h Februaty-
My pEAR Sir, £
I send you two letters, one from James Balfout,
the other from Baker. ) : e
You will have heard of the Proceedmgss %?;?rssszzd
at Madras, which have abundantly vexed a0
me
. ) ly a
I have nothing official on the subject, an?r?fle;;i};g
Copy of a very violent order of Govcrﬁ“:ncommand,
on my conduct and removing me from * cntr)’.
and after T had in fact sailed from the Cot?e Lady Jane
I am very comfortable on board t
Dundas.
I hope Captain and Mrs. Pellew an
ate well,

d all youtr party
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Believe me with great esteem,

Your very faithful servant,
Hay MACDOWALL-
Enclosure (2).
My DEAR SiIr,
Excuse pencil. Your Letter tells me you
wished to see me on board, but I am not very we
and have rather laid /ow since I accidentally heard ©
the extraordinary conduct of the Madras Government:
During the voyage will take an opportunity of stating
the circumstances to you. .

Your kind offer of accommodation 1 would with
great gratitude accept, but I am quite snug and com”
fortable here. 1 beg to offer you my sincere acknow”
ledgments. ,

Capper and Boles have been suspended the service
Jor obeying my orders. 1 thought it necessary to reptt”
mand Col. Munro and they issued my orders.

I will not add more at present, but trust that Wheiﬁ
the circumstances are made known to you, YOU.V_V
allow of the necessity on my part of not compromisi® &
the honor of the profession or the situation 1 held. 1

General Baillie came on boatd last night. Colo™
and Mrs. Orr are quite well and all beg to Pmsent
their best regards to you.

Most faithfully yours,
Hay MACDOWALL:
I find by your note that Captai?

Cochranc is on boatd the CWlo-

den. Have the kindness to ba?

him the accompanying.—H- M

[ 188 ]

His Excellency.
Sir Ed. Pellew.
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(3) Sir Edward Pellew to Sir Georg Barlow.

« Culloden,” Table Bay,
14th April, 1809
My pEAR Sir GrorGrE,

You will be glad to hear that we have esc':afei
with our Convoy from the effects of a most violen
gale of wind (I may indeed call it, rather, 2 Hurrlcatélt’a})1
by which we were assailed on the 14th, 15th and 16t 1
of March in Lat. 23.30 S., Long. 61.00 A gOta;
Separation took place and cvery body shifted f(_)r ‘ Zr:d
selves, looking only to their own prescrvatlo;, L
more or less every ship suffered. The Cu//ohen o
not escape without great injury and loss; ¢ eIEa.d
ticulars I have no doubt Eliza will convey ¥ il .
Batlow. She had six men for one whole night bal lfe‘i;'
the water from under her bed.  She did not howe‘\/w;
betray ar{y feminine weakness and on the contra;lrzﬁow
very heroic. The Terpsichore had 2 VCEY several
escape, blown down on her broadside O; had not
hours. We are now in a tollerable state an he must
the old Culloden been in good Condl-tlon,ds’:{: houts
have gone down; in fact, had it cont}nuc ;; would
longer with the same violence 1 be.llﬁ"'C ® We sail
have closed all our accounts in this hfz. oo by My
to-day patched up. Eight sail have go'rller gone on
signal. The four Abscntees aré I considct,

rendezvous.
also to St. Helena,! which was the second

) . pever heard

! The four *“ Absentees ” Of missing Shlgs ;:;i{ﬁding General

of again, and were lost, with all on boar a’nc of the 14th—-—16th
Macdowall and Colonel Capper,if the hurrie

March.
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l”flllie}ll wete the best sailors, and Aacdowall wished
ch to avoid the Cape: the reason you may coP”

lectute ..

; " i : T believe he felt hurt to be shown to SO Jarge

ary force as is here, under suspension. do
ming

ilv?tthtikrllnlll\;ehc; hacll adverted Fo such a measure as €O
been rcsortcflactl of your ideas, or that it could hav®
scarce time to > IQUr weather was such that I ha
had COnSidcrll})S]e\C um on any day but one, when W¢
am quite Sqt‘iSﬁCdCOIl\'Crsat1011 on the subject, 27
regrets the ;:ircuc he fecls considerably and greatlY
to tetrace the mstances and .\vould give a great €
siderately tmveﬁrjund he so imprudently and incoft”
meet at St Helu out of his way to attain, Wes
than 1 had.ho Ce(;m, where our delay will be longes
unload there, ped, most of the Convoy will have to
in g i well, checsful and happy #00
cutta. Lord Clifilrdhq loss on the voyage from (2%
marked ﬂttenﬁ‘of1 on has Shohwn her, and all of us
Cotton is become qa?dv hOSpltab!e kindness. Mrii
by Capt. Cochrane ‘1 ;O(;} 1}'01.mg \\"ldow, much afior?i
end in matrimon ‘I adoring him. Whether 1t W
both are past ﬂy’ will not venture to say, an
. he days of - pot
thought it proper t ys o imprudence, I have
opinion, matters ar 2 lnte{fcrc. But in the generd
News we ¢ in a fair train.
h can send you none which you Wil
ave had long before v nc which you WI
will venture an opi you can read this, and no man
pinion on public events for feaf

SubSCquen :

t lnform 1 .
fo ation should giv - his
rmer communications d give the lye 10
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Id
0 not now calculate upon reaching England

| before the end of July.

Adi p
with 1<?u, my dear Sir George, and believe me ever
Sincere regard,
Your faithfull friend,
Ep. PELLEW.

antli) izsi sefnd a copy of the William Pitt’s statement

and Glyr ° ¢ our abse_ntees. 1 fear the Nelson, Ceylon

of them ﬁ)’ of the Albion’s Convoy are lost. No news

or St. H ?re and the only chance scems tO be Bencoolen
- Helena,  _A/bion was near gone.

Comvgy 11th A pril.

Absentees.?

With , .
St. Vin}c:l%' Ships gone for St. Helena.
Hugh Ingl Wm. Pitt. Calcutta,
Indus agl's. Bengal.
Terpisch Huddart. Jane Dundas.
ore. Euphrates. Jane D. Gordon.
Sovereign.
Lord Eldon.
Northumberland.
Harrict.

Sir Wm. Bensley—seca the 11th off Cagc.
Passed on next morning ot

St. Helena.

Ameri
nerican under Convoy from Madras passed on the 12th.

(4) Sir Edward Pellow 1o Sir George Barlow.

<« Culloden,” S1- Helena,
A gsh May, 1809
Iy pEAR SIR GEORGE,
You will easily conceive

1 See note on page 189
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11 in the Lushing/®
ever that yoU
1 had very
ing what 2

appearance of Buchan and Dic
with your dispatches. I rejoyce how
have adopted this wise measure, which
often thought (of) on my voyage, know
nest of malcontents were in my convoy. My formet
letters will have told you Capper had joined the party
and Macdowall had spared him half his Cabin. Bucbﬂ-ﬂ
will, of course, write vou at large from hence and g1ve
you his reasons for taking advantage of ouf protec”
tion, which plan, 1 think, will meet youf wishes-
The delay can only be 8 to 1o days, and by the papers
the Channel is full of Privateers. Had not the .Ot'hef
party lost ground by their separation (the fouf missing
ships), having most probably gone into Simon’s P2
to repair any damages, thcly “sustained in the very
Vfolcnt gale we all suffered by, T should have urge
dispatch.  We move off for ianland to-morows o
the. Russian is here and will wait for the China ship$
taking our four, should they arrive. This will g&¥
us a good month the start of Macdowall and prPafe
eVi(ry subject for the consideration of the Directors-
I ha(c)lu ;‘;‘gltﬁ?mimbcr my saying to you on dz;{}" thg
you will ook 1 e opinion of (4t B be
satisfied that Im thc‘]\[m-{m{g Cbroﬂ/.f/(’, you \}Hsm
you extractad th\:as right in my con]ccturc.G et
! Mr. George BuCh:Seec}l of Mr. Parry and ! et
was Chicf Sccretary to the Gover

of Madra t
petsonalls,tahnd was sent home by Sir George Barlow to repfesens
Y the state of affairs in Madras. Mr Mungo Dic V'Z:t

tp

a memb :
e S(;r of th,c Board of Trade and had taken a promine?
, N-[r Eecrison S €ase (sec Appendix o).
the Cou.rt ogvla)r,d Parry and Mr. Charles Grant were chairmet®
1rectors of the East India Company-
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the .

og?agziivl\iee:?% . That 1 was not recalled you
copies of Lord I;Iul ?t efS may say so, I cover you
may have the bro0 fg ave’s two last lfztters, that you
planation must of In your possession. Some ex-
my arrival, The course follf)w with Mr. Parry on
the advice of . fn'flturc of this must be go'verned by
The Chairman S}I rllends, as I shall dg nothing rgshly.
better bef, 10uld certainly have informed himself
ote he madc so bold and unfounded 2n

attack on the ; ©
Court cannot icputanon. Qf an ofﬁceF of whom the
of attention t(’) 3 my opinion, complain of deficiency

I hay cir interest.

Were goicrle:d over very attentively all the papers you
rom the nough to permit Buchan to she_w me, and
General ¢ very commencement the intention of the
his apmg o make common cause with bis Army for
s thlz:li) l?gt_nent to Councﬂ is evident, and in return,
S r e/?rese/ztatzue, he, I conclude, promised .to
upport their pretensions to remuneration and give
his sanction to their helping themselves, if your
Government refused complyance to their demands.
That you have, by your firmness and moderation,
broke down a chain formed for overturning your
Government, there can be no doubt, and I trust you
have persevered in sending Mr. Roe(buck) to Vizaga-
Patam and Mr. Parry! over the surf. They are
incendiaries of the first class, upheld and protected by
Mr. P—e,2 some of whose intrigues I once mentioned

whom see Appendix B.

1 This is Mr. Thomas Parry, regarding :
ber of the Council of

2 Mr. P—e is Mr. William Petrie, Mem
the Governor of Madras.
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I wish I had not mentioned to you my

to you, | Fear Sit

young countryman in such warm terms. cat
Henry 1 has infused the poison of insubordmatl‘l):l
strongly in him. His family have all strong repud-
lican principles, and a trip up the Country to a sub-
ordinate situation may be well applied for rooting out
the bad cffects of Sir Henry’s doctrines.

You will perecive by my language that my com-
munications with Buchan and Dick have been very
unreserved.  They arc your firm friends, a{ld Mr.
P—ec your confirmed cnemy. He has contrived tO
overturn two Governments already; this was his aim
and object now towards you; he deserves no mercy
from you and 1 hope you will not spare him.

I'shall take the best care of Lushington and push her
forward whencver it is safe. I am not sure but I
shall land Buchan and Dick in Cufloden at Plymouth,
from whence B. can run to Town in 30 hours. Dic
and family can join my party for a slower journey:
Pownell ang Eliza, I believe, are writing. She is we.H
and, thank God, happy and in a fair way to repait
her former loss.  We have found no chits from Lady
B. or lazy Charlotte, Present me most sincerely and

CCtionately ¢ them, and believe me ever, My Dear

fl.r George, your faithfully attached and affectionate
riend,

Ep. PELLEW.

P.SieJ pair: .
S~1I Iejoiced to hear the Travancore affair was

1g; .
acc Sir .He‘.“'y Is doubtless sjp Henry Gwillim, of whom an
ountis given jn Appendix A.
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;p§et.1 ITknow great weight was given to that history
Y the Party and much aggravation. The wisdom of
 cha’s 8oing Home grows every moment mote
:I}; g and Decessary, 1 have written in great haste,
ch you wij] perceive. Pray excuse errors.
bsent Ships ‘~DBengal, Calentta, Lady Jane Dandas,
uchess of Gordon,

Setl * The Travancore affair » probably refers to the inmg,:JC.S
!“,‘.eson foot by the Diwan of Travancore, and “ the Party ™ 1s
Wl _“m.ably the body of opponents of Government in Madras,
"k included siy Henry Gwillim, Mr. Roebuck, Mr. Abbott,
btee‘nThOmaS Parry and Mr. Marsh. ‘This opposition party had

Sttenuously Opposed to British intervention in Travancore.
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APPENDIX E
SIR JOHN MALCOLM AND THE MADRAS MUTINY,

IN 1812 there was published in London a small
by Licutenant-Colonel Malcolm (afterwards Sir ]
Malcolm) entitled Observations on the Disturbanee.
the Madras Army, 1809. It took the form of a str
attack on the policy of Sir George Barlow and
Madras Government, and as the work of an officet
kf.lOWn experience and ability, who had been an €
witness of many of the cvents, it had considera
influence. Tt is a matter of some intercsts therefo{
to consider how far Malcolm was a0 impaftt
Obsérvef of the events he described. pas
. Sit John Kaye, in his Lires of Indian Offcers
rightly pointed out how fundamentally Barl(?W m::l
Malcolm werc opposed in temperament. While b0
were admirable in their way, he says, they 'sccm ,
to have been sent into the world to Wat with ©
another. Malcolm, big, breezy and rather boi.stefo
could have little sympathy for Barlow’s caution |
reserve.  Malcolm, morcover, had taken UP _‘m :id
tude of strong opposition to the policy of paaﬁcg ﬂ"d#‘
c&

;ndN(.)nhem India which Lord Cornwallis initi?
fn Sir George Barlow carried out. It might; ! 40
1;) Ie, not be unlikely that he would be host eﬂ :
azlow s policy in Madras. m,;g‘*' :
11 examination of Malcolm’s letters lends %7
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:;Eﬁ:?nt&this view. As early as.April 1809, before
Wiitin aQras had reached a crisis, we find Malcolm
Hng a series of letters which seem to have had for
:Illfo;lzam Obiect. the dissemination. of sus.picion of
$ proceedings. To Lord Minto, Lieutenant-

icionel Malcolm was suitably circumspect. He
Barant g0 much beyond saying that Sir Geotge

1 »
OW was intensely unpopular. I know, he

Wt ¢ . . - 3 .
Loote, “that there is a personal irmitation against

lrigl fWhi.ch exceeds all bounds, however unjust a.nd
efensible.” In this letter he is merely conveyng
i“arded information to the Governor-General, .to
if};-zm he suggests that it would be a wise precaution
were to visit Madras.
On the same day Licutenant-Colonel Malcolm, who
::)a;a most industrious letter-writer and who seems$
ave kept copies of all he wrote, sent a lettef also
© Lord Wellesley in England. In this he was 2
g00d deal more outspoken. “ The degree of personal
dislike which all ranks and classes have of him,” he
Wrote, “ is not to be described. This may be, and 1
Afe say is, very indefensible, but it exists and cannot
be changed.” Tt will be observed that Malcolm Eerel
asserts that Barlow’s unpopulafity extended to al
fanks and classes.” He does not allow .that thg;
existed any section of society or of ofﬁcxal's whic
Supported Sir George Batlow. The latter 18 reprz;
Sented as universally detested. Then the writet ‘%l?dc
on: “Tam quite satisfied of the purity and rectt
of Sir George Barlow’s charactet.
had 2 more zealous or a more Jabotious sefva
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devoted to his duty and has no enjoyment beyo
that of performing it. But his system is cold
inflexible, and proceeds on its course without

it is to operate, and the present distracted state ©
affairs at Madras is, T fear, a comment, and a melﬂ‘f'
choly one, upon the result of such a system.” It 15
perfectly clear from these words that, as early as th'C
18th April, Malcolm was definitely hostile to S
George Barlow. An officer who could write in thes€
terms was already an enemy, however much he migt_lt
profess his belief in the “ purity and rectitude ” of Sif
George Barlow’s character.

But the batch of letters which Malcolm sent out at

- . . 1 .
this moment is not yet complete. It also included

one to the ex-Governor-General’s brother, Sir Arthur
Wellesley, the future Duke of Wellington, and alrcady
a petson of importance and influence.  To him Mal-
colm’s attack on Barlow is even more damaging.
“You know Sir George Barlow,” he wrote. * He
is a highly respectable public servant. His principles
of action are all right and correct, but his measures
are often ill-timed and consequently unfortunate. He
generally lcaves altogether out of the question that
which would engage the chief attention of an abler
ruler—men’s minds; and though his cold system
appears exccllent in an abstract and general view, it
often proves mischicvous in its operation. He has
another great fault which looks so like an excellence
at first sight as to deccive most, he is perfectly inflexible
with regard to everything that he deems a principle
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slightest attention to the feelings of those on whof®

at an end, it became Malco

APPENDIX E

or rule. Now this is good on most occgsloﬂz, t?tiz
on some it is the height of folly.”. The Pldur‘thout
drawn is of a man of mechanical mind, total}y “zlse of
sympathy or imagination, who, undet t}le "l steer
abstract ideas ot preconceivcd principles, intelligent
the ship straight on the rocks, thoug}i ?}Zlc olm) can
onlooker (such as Lieutenant-Colonc
see the danget. 1-
It is notgsurprising that Lieutenant-Ccl)jlo.nilSlM;e
colm’s visit to Masulipatam faile.d, for OGvii,mr}r’lent
was entirely out of sympathy ?Vlth the & ned to
which he was nominally setving. .He-retui tility
Madras and watched with hardly dlsgl.llst OVS(/'hen
the Government’s action against the nsuﬁlzez:tiny was
that action had proved Succlersns’fsuiljizf (t);)ject to prove
way the result of Sit
due to othet causes
series of letters
he British

that the success was not in any
George Barlow’s policy, but was
altogether. ‘This appears from anothers it
which exists among the Wellesley MSS. 1
Museumn. i

One of these is a letter addre§sed tfi LO:S} tigﬁz
on th. 25th August, 1809.! I this, wmle- ms towards
a becoming reticence Iegardi’?g his 'fcc. lngte that the
Sir George Batlow, he is at patns to msinu?}ovemor’s
collapse of the mutiny was not due to the wotse, but
measures, all of which had made matters ral " 'The
to the intervention of the GOVemF)r_Ger}]e; d.to the
surrender of the rebellious officers 15 ascrl“edi nified
news of Lord Minto’s approach and to the &

1 Wellesley MSS., Volume No. 13637:
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but conciliatory ” terms of the “admirable ordet
which you issued on the 20th July.”  The Governot-
General is invited to believe that it was he alone who
sgved the situation in Madras, and that without him
SII:‘ George Barlow’s proceedings must have ended in
ruin.

Thr.ee weeks later Malcolm found it desirable also
to write his views to Lord Wellesley.  In this lettef,
dated 14th September, we no longer hear anything
about Lord Minto’s admirable o;dcr »” of the 20th
July.  The letter is 4 detailed and undisguised attack
on Sir.George Barlow, ushered in by Malcolm’s usual
Erehmmary protestations of respect. He begins :

I entertain my usual respect for the public principles
ancfl public virtues of Sir George Barlow, but am
satisfied that his tota] want of knowledge of mankind
agd his insensibility of character has occasioned more
mischief to the interests of his country than could
have been Rroduced in the same period by cither the
m'ost profligate or most foolish ruler. I can never
WI.Sh to soften or palliate the guilt of the officets of
this Establishmcnt, but they acted under the influence
of temporary insanity, and it was 2 great object and
one worthy of a true statesman to have saved such 2
body from destruction, No such endeavour was made
'fmd they were permitted, and | may almost say aided,
n the great act of suicide which they have committed-
Sir George Barlow satisfies himsclf that he acts in
cases as your Lordship would have done. The body
of his Proceedings may at times have (for he has 2
8ood memoty) the same shape, but the soul is inevit-
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ably wanting, and it is that which commands success.
His Presumption on this head puts me mad. It. is
that of 5 copying machine pretending to the genius
and skill of him by whom it was formed and used.” !

Having thus suggested to Lord Wellesley the con-
ception of Barlow as attempting vainly to steal the
late Governor-General’s thunder, Lieutenant-Colonel
Malcolm went on: *‘That Sir George Batlow has
managed to disgust and irritate my mind, as he has
that of almost every other human being, I will not
deny, and though I am conscious of not having acted
contraty to any principle of public duty, T feel so
much for the situation in which I have been placed
upon this and former occasions in Hindostan, where
his character and system were equally displayed and
would have done equal mischief if they had not been
Successfully opposed, that millions would not tempt
me to serve under him, and of this resolution I shall
inform Lord Minto in the most unqualified manner.
I have no intention of remaining in India one hour
longer than I am obliged, and I hope for the sake f’f
my country that Sir George Batlow will not remain
long. When Mr. Buchanan, with ambitious Zc?al,
lately disturbed India with his plans of propagating
the Gospel, it was anxiously wished by many h.c
should obtain the lawn in England.. The desire is
much more general to see Sir George Barlow_clothed
in etmine and doomed for life to smile acquiescence
on the measures of the Minister of the day.”

This passage was intended to convey to Lord

1 Wellesley MSS., No.13637.
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Wellesley the exped: '
recall, %’Ialcolm}x}zlcqcetcncrzf)esofo o George Barlow’s
Minto, “ o Minto i? I bch'r? 'tO Speﬂk of Lod
at least on the qucstions, ot 'C‘.C: "l great T
) 1 which T have scen his
mind called forth, he has shown himself such; he
has, howcw.'cr., A most difficult part to act at this
ni‘())fl;];ln]fr;] It 1s one full of Cmbarmssmc.nt, and has
p DI been rendered more so by the former com-
mun'lcatmn.s with Sjr George B:lﬂO\\', who, as he
deceived himsclf, probably deceived Lord Minto from
stagf.: to stage of this unfortunate transaction and
qbtalned assurances and acts of support and approba-
tion tha.t might have been withheld, had a clearer and
Juster view of the subject been bcf(,)rc him; but still
LOfd_ Minto is an enlarged and wise man and he is an
EI}ghs'h stat‘esman; hg has not been taught in an
gft‘fsalsltli ,{idm to issuc orders and form schemes with-
§ one thought on theij operation and effect
on thpse under his ryje.”
to tl?;svsz?:agi seems also to contain.an adroit appt%ll
who also w); O“thc person to whom it was adflressed,
in an officq insI 311 Enghshﬂnobleman » not “ taught
The who] naia,” like Sir George Barlow. .
10le of the Jetter was a skilfully conceived
attgmpt to PrejudiceL d Welle N f er
assistant an(] succcsso(r)r ;\/C“CSICY et hl_S Iorr;]ot
€ Wasted op 4 single ;cq 1n order tl,mt. oo ;:) Sit
Arthur \Velleslcy o ader, a copy was sent o
alcolm g nOt.in 1 1? pcr.haps.not surprising f )
tions on phe Disturs clude this cpistle in his Observa
ances m the Madyas ~lrmy.
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SELECTION OF INTERCEPTED AND OTHER LETTERS
WRITTEN DURING THE MUTINY

(India Office Records - Home, Miscellaneous, Vols.
698 and 736.)

(1) From the Committee, Hyderabad Subsidiary
Force, dated Hydetrabad, 23rd June, 1809, to
the Officers, European Regiment, Masuli-
patam (Vol. 698, p. 490).

(2) From the Officers, Masulipatam, dated sth July,
1809, to Brigadicr-Genceral Malcolm (Vol. 698,

P- 499).
(3) From Licutenant-Colonel J. Doveton, dated

Jaulna, 13th July, 1809, to Licutenant-Colonel

Malcolm (Vol. 736, No. 36).

(4) From the Officers at Seringapatam, dated 17th
July, 1809, to the European Regiment, Masuli-
patam (Vol. 698, No. 473).

(5) From Licutenant Hugh Scott, dated Vizaga-
patam, 19th July, 1809, to Licutenant-Colonel
Malcolm (Vol. 736, No. 37). :

(6) From Lieutenant-Colonel Malcolm, dated Masuli-
patam, 20th July, 1809, to a Field Officer
(Vol. 698, p. 458).

(7) From Lieutcnant A. Johnstone, 6th Native
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Cavalry, dated Chingleput, 20th July, 1809, to
Cornet Russcll of the same regiment (Vol. 698,
p- 477).

' (8) From the Bellary  Committee, dated Bellary,
24th July, 1809, to Licutenant Scott, 6th Native
Cavalty, Trichinopoly (Vol. 698, p. 479).

(9) From Captain J. M. Coombs, 25th Regiment,
Native Infantry, dated Chingleput, 26th July,
1809, to Hodgson ( ?) (Vol. 698, p. 559).

(10) From the Bangalore Committee, dated Bangalore,
28th July, 1809, to the Committee at Trichino-
poly (Vol. 698, p- 469).

(11) From Captain A. McLcod, 8th Native Cavalry,
dated Jaulna, st August, 1809, to Captain
A. McLeod, gth Native Infantry (Vol. 698,
p- 505).

(12) FrO;n + « . dated Sccunderabad, 12th August,
1809, to Hadley (?) (Vol. 698, p. 449).

(13) From the Scringapat)axi CoQOitfce, ciztcd 12th
Aug':ISt, 1809, to the Committce Hydcmbad
Sub51diary Fotce or the Masulipatam Force

(14) Frgnoi'@s, p. 427)

St u;utenant J. T.urncr, 15th Native Infantry,
cherr)% g’;l:ticm, }20 Licutenant A. Turner, Por;d;‘
608, p. ‘), about rz2th August, 1809) (Vol.

1

(15) Fri{“: G . dated Jaulna, 12th August, 1809, tO
698., p€<;r2g9§ Stratton of the Civil Service (Vol.

16) F g

(x6) rg::t‘e (?I})a(::i Geo. Poignand, Madras Artillery,

03, 12th August, 1809, to Captait
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John Noble of the same Corps (Vol. 698,
p- 516).

(17) From Captain A. H. D(avidson), 4th Native
Cavalry, dated Jaulna, 13th August, 1809, to
“ James ” at Arcot (Vol. 698, p. 522).

(18) From . . . dated Jaulna, 14th August, 1809, to
Captain Patterson (Vol. 698, p. 547).

(19) From Colonel Barry Close, dated 15th August,
1809, to Licutenant-Colonel Malcolm (Vol.
736, No. 40).

(20) From Major Neale, 1st Native Cavalry, dated
Secunderabad, 16th August, 1809, to Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Rumley, sth Cavalry (Vol. 698,
p- 4s51).

Enclosure. Copy of a Private Letter from

Lieutenant-Colonel Malcolm to a Field

. Officer, dated Masulipatam, 20th July, 1809.
(See No. 6, supra.)

(21) From Major George Poignand, Madras Artillery,
dated Jaulna, 18th August, 1809, to Captain J.
Noble of the same Corps (Vol. 698, p. 535)-

(22) From . . . dated Bangalore, 18th August, 1809
(Vol. 698, p. 421).

(23) From Captain S. Macdowall, 18th Native In-
fantry, dated Hyderabad, 19th August, 1809,
to Major Welsh, 3rd Native Infantry (Vol. 698,
p- 464).

(24) From Licutenant Baker, 8th Native Infantry,
dated Malgotta, Mysore, 29th August, 1809,
to his brother (Vol. 698, p. 440).

(25) From Lieutenant T. S. Williams, 15th Native
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Infantry, dated Noymongol, on the Chittledrug
Road, Mysore, 315t August, 1809, to Lieu-
tenant John Crisp, 2nd Native Infantry (Vol.
698, p. 435).

No. 1.

Hyderabad, 23rd June, 1809
To the Officers of the Madras Furopean Regiment,
Masulipatam.

GENTLEMEN,

I had the honor of acknowledging your Lefter
of 11 Junc on 20th by Tappal addressed to Ensign
Roy, since which I am desired to inform you that a
regular Committee has been instituted here to im'c%tl-
gate all correspondence and to act as the emergencies
of the present state of affairs may dictate.

I'am desired to make the following observations oft
your communications —

On para. 4. We are at a loss to determine to what
extent the words “ no longer to obey the ordcl;f
of those now excercising the Govt. of Madras
(ate meant to £0), whether the words are
intended to embrace all orders whatever Of
only such as may affect the Army at larg6

Corps, or individuals who may hereafter fall
under the displeasure of Government.

On para. 5. We do not consider that any charge can
be preferred against Licut.-Col. Leith, there
being positively no ground for such that we
know of. He may have been an enemy to the
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their
Army by advice given tO th.e Gtc;l\;tt. ;c; (helt
prejudice, but no thing specific

him.
ever heard of has been alleged agamst it

ddress

We have the honor to enclosc 2 COI;Y OfPZI;tAto Six
which we intend to forward byﬂti is hese and by
George Barlow signed by all the O f? 160 signatufes.
the Jaulnah Force to the amount © to the words in
We beg leave to draw your attcnﬂ(‘)‘ﬂ od restoting to
the latter part of the paragtaph, la ¢ incurred the
their situations all the Oﬁicc,fs who 13;711 observe that
displeasure of Govemrpent.“ a}ﬁ’oumust include ,d;e
the sweeping expression ! otwith-
O;ice\rs olz tl%c Eupropean chlmcr.ltl’ Sﬁazhztc’cﬁrred to
standing the necessary delay whic 1Forcc the officers
obtain the signatures of the ]a.ulna th; have lately
of the Madras Furopean Regiment, Madras Govern-
fallen under the displeasure of theAd jress.
ment, come under the spifit of' the. George Barlow

We arc of opinion that if Sit respecting the
rescinds his order, including t-h ﬁs'es our firm inten-
Madras European Regiment, which t arnose will be
tion shall be included, that every ’p df arture must
answered and that Sir George Batlow isliati(P;n.
necessarily follow such an act of hum ts mentioned in

On an attentive petusal of the eVCne cannot attach
your second paper, we declare thfa tﬂi, Madras Euro-
any criminality to the Officers © ses of the Officex
pean Regiment and view the eSS )\ T may
Commanding the Army in Chief énn of the Madras
suppose must have had the sanctio
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Government, as they relate to your Cotps, to have
been totally unmerited, cruel and derogatory.

We view with still greater emotions of surprize,
alarm and indignation the Threat mentioned in your
Letter as coming from the same source, that in the
event of Lieutenant Spankie’s refusal to accept the
appointment of Quartermaster the Regiment should
be reduced and the Ofhcers placed on half pay.

It appears to us a most eligible step that Colonel
Innes should be brought forward on charges preferred
by you, for which the papers before us afford abundant
matter, for forwarding unjust and unfounded reports
to the Officer Commanding the Army in Chief which
have caused the Regt. to be publicly and unmeritedly
stigmatized.

We enclose a copy of a Paper sent to us via Jaulneah
by which you will learn the sentiments of the Bombay
Army who have thus liberally stept forward in support
of that of the Coast. This paper we wish to be
generally circulated through the different Provinces,
and it is our intention to express to the Bombay Army
our best acknowledgements for their spirited profession
of their intentions towards our cause.

Though we have made some comments and objec-
tions on the papers you have sent us, yet be assured
that we enter into the general spirit of their contents,
and while we wait your reply, we, in the interim, give
time to thec Madras Government to profit by the
cautionary Address we have befote noticed and of
which we enclose a copy.

Should the Threat already noticed be attempted to
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it 15 ou
execution, Weé declare that it o
n resisting any of >
/1 uc
¢ issued for carfying s

. ts,
We are, Gentlemen, yout Obedlest'c?;i;a;c?rce.
The Committee of the Hydera.bad s " Sselcretary-
73 Signatures deposited with the

;TO the Officers of the Madras Army.

E

r
the best and most irld‘?fPendeﬁt of you

;

: your feelings in the ma

GENTLEMEN, : ler in the Bombay
By a publication of an 0% erWith the greatest

: - we
Papers issued at your Presidencys W& & © - some 0

. . suspenst
surprize and disgust, S€€ the susp Officets,

ing forward in SuP~
Partaking ©
this is to assure

: : ice regarding
you that there is not 2 dissenting Vo(l)crtinggyou in
what part this Army will take 10 SC‘;PPSS to join you
the cause and to announce Ot readine

A ressive con-
. : nical and opp ° .
success and resist this tyrat “ad his 2 dvisers.

bduct of the Governor Of Madmsd for the purpose
Written by the Committce selecte

. Army.
of considering the Situation of the Bombay

om
tremoved and suspended for ¢

ort of the just claims O
> l nner as W¢ do,
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No. 2.

Masulipatan,
T sth July, 1809-
" 'To Brigadiet-General Malcolm.

SiR,

The officers of the Garrison of Masulipatam
have resolved upon mature deliberation to acquaint
Brigadier-General Malcolm with the circumstances
under which they stand. They conccive an explicit
declaration of their Sentiments and intentions befitting
the justice (of) the causc in which they are engﬂged
and suitable to the high charactet of the person tO
whom this is addressed. The measures lately adOPted
by Government they look upon as oppressing and
injurious to the rights of the Army. They conceive
those officers lately suspended victims of their en-
deavours to support a just cause. They applaud thelf
rconduct and behold with mingled sensations of regret
and indignation the tesult of their exertions. With
feelings of equal regret and indignation have they
witnessed the aspersion cast upon their reputation a8
a military body and seen the high character of tf}e
Coast Army impeached and branded in the Public
Papers. They have thercfore pledged themselves tO
their Brother Officers to support every measure tend-
ing to secure to the Army two grand points———abfoga'
tion of the Order of the 1st May and the attention Of
Government to their gricvances. They will reluc-
tantly resort to any extremity and it was with difficulty
they were driven to this; but the most resPethul‘
petitions the Army could frame have been treated
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with the most contemptuous neglect and most valuab}e
officers have been punished for stepping forward in
defence of their just rights. This, Sit, 1s 2 car}dld
avowal of the sentiments entertained by this Garrison
and of the determination by which they ate resolved
to abide and as such they desire to be understood.

No. 3.

My pEar MALCOLM,

I was yesterday favoured with your Letter of
the 4th July and which I was happy 0 sec dated from
Masulipatam, which I hailed as the most fortunate of
all possible events in the present awful situation of
affairs, as denoting the determination of Sir Geotrge
Barlow to adopt the only measures now left to prevent
utter ruin and confusion.

I wrote ycu a long reply to your former Lettef,
and which, as I despatched from here on the 16th
June, T was in hopes you would have received on the
26th at Madras, but as you do not mention the receipt
of it, it may perhaps have miscartied. T also wrote
you a line on the 6th inst. enclosing COPY of an Addrc?ss
from the officers here on Lord Minto after the receipt
of the intelligence of the recent transactions. .

. . . These I hope you will have received ere this
reaches you. The horrid intelligence to wblch 1
alluded in that letter was the solemn determination of
the officers of the Subsidiary Force at Secunderabad
as well as at Jaulnah to march to the support of the
officers at Masulipatam, should Govemr.nent.attempt
to use force against them, and which intelligence I
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had then just been made acquainted with in 2 very
extraordinary manner,

I immediately made known the contents of your
Letter to me to all pattics here and I am happy ©
say that it is a subject of universal congratulatiof:
Indeed I think 1 may venture to prognosticate that
Sit George will only persevere in the plan he has
#now adopted, that his friends and supporters will daﬂ‘)’
increase and the wild and drcadful schemes of BIS
opponents be completely frustrated. Remember tha?
the whole Army have their cycs now fixed on you a0
affairs in your quarter! I am certain that you Wi
and that the happiest results may be expected.

We have for some time sincc had the same £epOTt
as you mention of the suspension of 15 officers of the
Hyderabad and Jaulnah Force and to which b2
lately been added that of Col. Montresor’s and B
own deprivation of our commands. I have, howevehs
from the good terms on which I am with all hcfc’
been able to prevail with them to suspend their bels
of such reports, and from the same reason I may hoP®
to continue to be of service to both partics « if severe -
measutes are not again resorted to.”  But if they 3%
any attempt to save India will be vain ! All is quI€
here.  Continue to send me regular accounts of wha

t .
of

passes in your quarter, as it will be the means a2
wht -

counteracting reports of a different nature which 4
no doubt be attempted to be put in circulation aﬂl .
will therefore contribute most materially to the p¢
welfare,

Ever your most sincerely,

Jauina, 1325 July, 1809, J. DOVETON-
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No. 4.

Seringapatan,
174h July, 1809.

TQ any Officer,
* Madras European Regiment, Masulipatam.
My pEar T—,

I write you notes in various ways and direc-
tions as we are not surc of your receiving them
tegularly, We have reccived your papess of the 5th
and 6th July, and all applaud the Garrison at Masuli-
Patam for their spirited conduct. A general redress
of grievances is thought necessary to be insisted upon.
All are ready to obey your call. They are forming
an Army at the Mount with an idea of frightening you,
I suppose, but every man at it, with hardly an excep-
tion, is your swora friend and will join you, should
they move towards you. Our Force will make a cut
through the Districts to support you. You may
depend upon an unqualified support. The oftener
we hear from you, if one line, the better.

Memo. Your papers have been duly circulated in
every direction. Direct under a brc?wn
cover to Meetjaun Alabudeen, Sepoy \Wnte'r,
or Vencariloiloo Havildar, G 2 Batt. Regi-
ment. You know the Corps.

Copy of the Envelope :

To Captain (Bellary).

Dear,
Be so good as to enclose and forward safe to

Cumbum and thence to Masulipatam by a private hand
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to Innacondah the enclosed. We take every means of
letting them know our sentiments. Send it to af
officer at Cumbum in whom confidence is to be placcd
and he wil send it by 4 Sepoy to Innacondah,

No. 5. ram
P anly
l /"({gd{’;ﬂ; .
To Lt. Colonel Malcolm,
My peagr C()LONF.L, :
Ihave to retugn you many thanks for your last
letter which reached me two days ago.
It would i become me (nor indeed was it ever mY
Intention) to enter the [igrs of controversy with you
on this or any other political discussion. 1 mere{)’
took the liberty of expressing my feelings and sentl”
ments to a friend from whom I have met with many
kindnesses an for whom T sha]] ever retain that sense
of personal statitude and estcem which these kind-
hesses warrant ang require,
The Cxtremity to which the Army has at last had
fecourse is doubtless ¢ be deplored, and, as you saf

had Col, Taylor remained at Masulipatam, it never . -“,
would have begy brought to the push, at least 2 mofe .

feasible Plea than that in which hostility has C(fm‘v"
menced would have been made use of, But having
commenced, you must be sensible that firmness becomes 7
the only salvation of the Army. It or Sir Georg€ .
Barlow (not the Govcrnmcnt) must sink or swim, aft

I must sti]] confess mysclf sufficiently the friend of the
Army to hope that it may spim.  Nay, I will confess
t0 you further that even jf I were cJonvinced that I
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am wrong, I would not now deserF the Cause whxcc{l
Thave espoused or the principles which I have avowed,
and I declare that if opposition to the Coast Army
were to take place and 1, as a Govt. Ofﬁccf‘, were
called upon to acf against them, I would resign my
appointment and live or die with my brother officers.

I will not enter further into the business at present.
Several copies of your Extract to me I have h‘?:
tributed, conceiving it to be your intention, in N 1;
idea Colonels — and — agreed with me. But the
sentiments it contains have been made pubhc too late
in the day and may now have an opposite effect.

Believe me, my dear Colonel, yours sincetely,
Huen Scorr.

No. 6.

Masnlipatan,
20 July, 1809.

Copy of a Private Lt. fr. Lt. Col. Malcolm to a Field

Officer. .

I have received your kind Letter of the f}th inst. blcllt
fear your hopes of my success will be dlsappomter;
The voice of passion is alone hear.d and everydmad
that speaks with tempet and reason is condemned an
calumniated.

The crisis, in fact, if not arrived, appeats now near
at hand, when every officer in the Company’s service
must determine whether he will maintain his alleglanc.e
to the Government he setves, to the King ancli toI his
Country, or decidedly throw it off, and assuredly there
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is no individual who claims 2 title to any spifit of
mdependence. who will (not) exercise his judgmdlt
?Pon a question which must so deeply involve all his

uture p rospects of happiness. If ever there was 2
moment in which it was important for a man to lodk
at those consequences which are likely to ensue from
one step more In their course, it is the present, af i
is ass‘urcdly worth while to pause for a moment 38
examine coolly the nature of our grievances and the
length we are justified in going t(;' obtain redress ©
them and the probable conscquLenccs to ourselves 38
tSo our country of throwing oft our allegiance tO
tl:::e.thc'l"leujirc were accounts by the last dispatches
lread xistance of grievances in this Army W2
dowal{ jnSOPC‘CIOf public discussion. General Mﬂ?
before tf;is in[?(;<?;leldcappcr have no_doubt 257
by Coloncl St. L;:; 'r (i1 tlhey would be socs fo}g \Z:s.
Is it not evident ttf : 1( the other SUSpcnchd officets:
land. the publi at all the ?ggrxevcd parties 111 Eng
and ,thc fol ic records‘wlnch must be transmiftets
evety shi S‘;mlnous private correspondence whic
carried hOlr)ne ?1C ¢ those transactions took place 1}35
will be a Subzeclat (ffvcr), one of the topics of complaint
agitation the] h Of warm d1S.CUSSion, and will not the
fully forWarg a\;lc created in the Army be brought
from all thesé an have we not reason to concludc_
of these qucsticncun}stanccs that an catly settlexr.xe‘nt
by whom the ons will be made by those authofit1€s
anless this Cgurlnl:st at all cvents be ultimately judge_d,
allegiance and ry.ShOuld prematurely throw off 1ts
' and obedience to England ? As far as W€
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can judge from the past there appears reason to
anticipate a fair and liberal dicision from the con-
trolling authorities at home. They have hitherto
certainly judged questions of this nature with great
atention to both the feelings and interests of the
Indian Atmy-

With this prospect ¢
to such desperate extremes becau
tented with the acts of a temporaty local Government,
and not only involving ourselves in ruin but injufing
in the deepest manner ovt Country at a moment when
It is the duty of every man who has a spatk of patriotism
in his breast to support her against the aumerous an
powerful enemies by whom she is assailed ?

But we proceed, it is said, in the certainty that
Government may see those evils and that it will give
way in ordet to avoid them and that indeed it has no
power, if it wished, to oOppOse out spirited and united
demand of a full redress of grievances:

Let us examine these points. Government may se€
great evils in our resistance of its authority but may
perceive still greater in yielding t0 the peremptory
demands of an armed body confederated for the
purpose of intimidating it into concession. It 18 the
extreme of the pressure in €ascs of this nature which
£00 often causes the resistance; and as t0 its power of
opposing any attacks upon its authority, it i perhaps

much greater than we at the moment calculated.
There can be no doubt of the fidelity of all the King’s
Troops to Government. It has a large body, not less
than 10,000 disciplined infantty, 4000 Horse and
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16,000 Peons belonging to the Mysore Government,
all perfectly at its devotion; and it will, whenever 2
rupture talkes place, regain, thro’ the influence of
some of the old ofheers, many of the native battalions.
It will raise more troops, it will be compelled to p#-
mote officers from King’s Regiments, to give com-
missions to setjeants, to rajse young men at once 0
rank and reward al] those who leave brother officefs
before a certain date, after which those in arm$
against its authority will he proclaimed rebels, aft
other men, hoth Luropeans and Natives, tcmpth to
desert and betray them by every inducement a1
encouragement that can be offered. All the means O
Govcmmcnt, whatever they are, will be organized an
regulated, and with such it will probably triumph-
But alas ! triumph will be over jts own strength a0
will be the destruction of those who are its supposts
and glory such as this must be ten times mf)re
mournful than the most signal defeat from a foreig
enemy.,

Let us view the other side. When men have once
Passed the Rubicon and commenced opposition to the
Govcmmcnt, what will be their plans ?  They m ust
be. scttled by distant ang probably divided Com-
raittees, and every young officer would feel, in SU¢
sruation of affairs, a right 1o cxamine the actions ©
his superiors, and could any man under such circu”
stances, when the chaig of discipline was broken, zely
on the order and fidelity of his troops ?  What cot
be offered to induce them to resist the temptations hel
out by the Government, and if they did not deseff
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Would they be equal to encounter the Army of the
State ?
But say they were superior, that they were led to

. . c
. vVictory and our mad passions were gratified, at wha

Pain and would they artive (sic) ? COl'lld_ we expect
our King and Country to teceive us again into fax_ro‘ur
When our hands were red with the blood of ‘Bmtlshn
subjects that we had led and assisted the Nat1ve§ of
India to shed, and could we expect those Natives
would allow a few officers to continue their rule over
them after they had been taught-to condemn_t‘hg
authority of and slaughter the soldiers of the Britis
Government ?

But it is stated that we have gone so far that to
retreat would be to expose ourselves to shame an.d
degradation. Gracious God ! what an argument Is
this]|  Would men recollecting thcmselYCS on thc;
verge of guilt and stopping under the action of l?yzzi
and patriotic motives in a cause to which th.ey mf
been led by strong feelings of injt'lry, be su}a;ect; o
teproach or disgrace? Would it not raise ; ellz
feputation higher than ever and f:nntle them 'cod 00
for a redress of their grievances with proud confi encg
to that country to which they had so strgx}gly prove
their attachment ? Could it fail of exciting feehggs
even in the local Government which glust !ead to
those very conciliatory acts which it will be in vain
to contemplate if sought with the bayonet? -

This is the future which presents itself to my min
of the line now before us. I contempla?e it with
hotror, and you may judge rr3y present feelings when
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Id ;
eclare to God that, in the part I must take with

t

rﬁs;cisforr;ﬁ brother officers who ate so deluded as to

serve and hOPen watfare with the Government they

(more) ha their Country, I shall, I am satisfie

is fired inl?])}', I;I Sbau be killed by the first ball th

had to i or'r id and unnatural conflict than if 1
sec it terminated. I sce no possible mode in

whi p . ]
aftilojzhot;l ihl mpending evils can be averted but by the
¢ good and loyal feclings of the majority

of t ,
not l;itogizcisirof the Am.ly, and of this action I do
to hope tha? ‘th'. I must ‘II?dCCd to the last continu€
us from t} is noble spirit will show itself and save
Lo the gulph of destruction.
ings at ftlgz blusy Wlt.h an enquiry into past
proceed in a[;ace, with the report of which I sh
my cfforts mew days to Madras, and God grant that
calamitios. ¢ ay be'uscful in averting the shocking
have fulﬁlle:ilt ate impending. At all events Is
Government my duty to my Brother-Officers,
, and to my Country, and that reflection

will rend
. er ever . .
existence. y event a consolation during my

proceed—

to

No. 7.
My DEAR RUSSELL Chingleput, 20th July, 1899
Her ;
living Withe Ioam thus far on my route to Madras,
ordinary Prch l(llr Brother, but from the late extra-
has given Youe ings of Government (which I find he
do not intend an account of by yesterday’s Tappau)
to continue my journey. Anothef thing
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which i .
induces me to turn back is a Letter that Cap-

:;glrngaldwell, who is hete likewise, received this
ing from Gordon, stating that he was in hopes
doing so, b . and that I should, by
at the 1\& e appointed to one of the Corps of Cavalry
Com ’Ount. 'I uqderstand all the officers (?f the
o Cals)aﬂyfs service will be called upon to sigo It and
1) be of a refusal they will (as those of the 3rd and
€ 2 te Sint away to some distant part of the cpuntry
I Certa? ; ave no commuanication with our Regiments.
Test & I:i y, for one, do not put my name down to the
o thei’g hI think I may ventue to say that no officer
menti th will, excepting one of tWo names I will not

o on. I dare say you know who I mean.
the Cas nel;her said 'anything about my returning to
lett Orps ? pray writc and let me know. Direct your

ters to, Pondicherrty, which place 1 shall return to
without delay.

_ShQuld the purport of t
Trichinopoly be to order out
flO not forget to put my Tent 0
1t down with you.

Your brother has a ¢
and your being a sportsman, she
advantage to you. Adieu, believe me ever

he expresses lately gone to
Regiment to the Mount,
o Bullocks and bring

emarkable fine Spaniel for you,
will prove of great
yours

A. JOHNSTONE.

P.S.—Remember me kindly t© 21l friends. Con-
way (is) Comm-— (of) one of the Regiments of Cavalry
and Blacker the other. I am afraid that Babington
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will be kidnapped. I hope to God he will not sign.
Do not forget to write me word if neither has thrown
out any hints relative to my journey.

No. 8. -
Bellary, 24th July, 1809

To Lieutenant Scott, 6th Native Cavalry,
Trichinopoly.
SIR,

We have the pleasure to forward to you letters
from Hyderabad received here by yesterday’s TBPPaH'
The measures of the different Commuttees at ]aulnah,
Hyderabad and Masulipatam we arc prcpafiﬂg to
follow up here in the most decided manner, and 12
the meantime we circulate copies of this 1mpor
communication. A copy of another Letter from af
officer at Seringapatam to the Masulipatam Reglmer.lt
we also enclose, the opportunity of its passing this
way to its address enabling us to do it. Some days
ago, we had the following pleasing intelligence -f’-'om
Bengal which it may be worth while to communicate
that the force at Muttra, King’s and Company’s, had
entered into subscription for the officers Who have
been or may be suspended by the Madras Govert
ment for exerting themselves in the cause of the Coast

Army. Do us the favour to acknowledge the recetpt
of this,

tant

Tur BeLLARY COMMITTEE:
Enclosure :
“ Yo he Army
_Your support to the common cause of the
agawst the oppression of our present Governor 15 now
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tequited, as the blow has been struck here on the event
of which and the final determination of out Brothets
at Masulipatam depends the fate of the Coast Army.
The 2 Batt. 1oth Regiment having been ordered to
mcve from hence, as was naturally supposcc'l hffre,
with a design to disunite this force and by filSUﬂlOn
to weaken us and then scize upon and sactifice out
officers : this also being contraty to the resolutions
we have entered into for mutual support in the defence
of the rights of the Army and the rec}ress of our
gtievances, we have (as the annexed copies Qf letters,
the first public and the second private will show)
tesisted the order for the removal of the 2nd of the
roth. You are therefore most earnestly requested, a8
you value your rights as frec men and officers, 1O
assist us against Sir George Barlow by addresmng.;f
Government immediately in a Lettet declaratory ©

your approl;ation of the measutes of our Committee,
your determination to suppost us, and your resolution
N0t to march at the order of Government, but as th;
cause of the Army may requifte. You are re.que.s,fe

further to circulate this paper as much as possible.

No. 9.
My pear Hopeson,

I have just heard from an officer of the 6t1;
Regiment Cavalry passing through here of you
cotrect and most honorable conduct and I cannﬁt
tefrain from expressing to you what 1 fegl on the
oceasion, the sentiments of approbation which every
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honest man must feel at such disinterested, geneto
hatever tem”

conduct. Be assured, my dear H., W ]
porary inconvenience you may suffer will be wnp )
compensated by the encreased regard and esiﬁ;‘f‘g
which every good man will fecl towards you. ‘;n
are now one of the many good and virtuous ™ e
who have suffered misfortune rather than comprfJ;n‘;c
their honor and integrity. Your examp le wil
propetly appreciated and I think you may be Cnl
vinced that those who are really your friends not 08
applaud your conduct but would readily imitate you:
example.  We shall yet sce better times when hones
men may hold those situations without diSCff?dltfoi
disgrace. In this I cannot say so much as I wish, oe
the Tappal is very far from safe. I fear the gam
is quite lost owing to folly and want of ConSlStench):
The Northern Division has not been supp orted BY tcc
other Divisions in the way it expecte and 18
nothing but defeat and disgrace likely #o% O e 0
thought very different three days agos ut WA
support is the evil. I cannot with prudence
in this and I have written merely to €Xp ress
felt on hearing this day of your resignation- . nfully
Believe me to be, my dear Hodgson, very falttt

yours,
J. M. COOMBS-

what

Chinglepat, 26th July, 1809.

t
Address to me Camp at the Race Stand. Look #
the Seal, for the Tappal is suspected.
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No. 10,
Bangalore, 28¢h July, 1809.

To the Committee of Trichinopoly.

GENTLEMEN,

. WE have the honor to enclose a paper just
tecetved from Bellary.

We wrote to you on the 20th inst. informing you
that the Garrison of Seringapatam had refused to
bermit the 19th or Company Artillery to move to
Bangalore as ordered. :

'Smce this no offensive moment on the part of the
ng’s Troops has taken place.

Private letters from Madras urge the necessity of
an al_ddress being sent to Sir George, conveying ourt
undisguised sentiments and determination. Such a
one has been signed and a copy sent to you yesterday.
We only wait the signature of the rest of the Division
to send it on to Madras, from whence the Address
will be sent in accompanied by the signatures of the

officers in the Centre Division.
Private letters also state that Sir George has had

two conferences with Colonel Rumley and Floyer,

but the result has not transpired.
THE BANGALORE COMMITTEE.

We think you had better forward to Captain West
the signatures of the officers at Trichinopoly to the
address we forwarded to you without waiting for
those of the rest of the Division.

Q [ 225 ]
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No. 11.

Jaulna, vt August, 1809.
To Capt. A. Macleod,

gth Regt. Native Infantry, .

My pEaArR Mac,

I have just now had the pleasure of receiving
your Letter of the 1gth July and can attribute yout

ignorance of what has happened here only to .the

vigilance of that Government which has driven us
all to a state so distressing to the feelings of every
Briton. Your Letter was extremely satisfactorys as
(tho’ far from doubting the utmost support from any

part of our Brother officers) Men who have gone o

the lengths we have must feel happy that the cause in
thch they have engaged mects the universal appro-
bat.lon of all who have spirit to fecl ana resent the
unjust attempts made to degrade us. I have only time
to give you a few heads of intelligence, but you will
have particulars  tomorrow t‘mn; a most excellent
fellow of your own Corps who lives with us, T. D..

B . . ) ; -
urnct, to whom the Sceretary of our Commuteee will

i i .
give copics of all ¢ssential papers that have been sent
from this placc,

Th e . .
¢ thanks we received in Orders roused us from

by one . . .
sgm' tp the Governor signed by 180 officers, repre-
ing ; . . !
£ I strong terms how much he was deceived
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if he considered the discontents of the Army s only
partial, and assuring him that cescinding his extreme
ciliatory measures

could alone allay the ferment created in the Army.

. r-
This appears to have no effect, and the conduct pu

sued towards the Furopean Regiment induced the
whole Northern Division, knowing Ouf sen'nmentsi
to bring the business to a crisis, SO deposed Colonef
Innes and Major Storcy (19th) took the command 0

Masulipatam. We then informed Government of our.
determination to support the people at Masulipatam;
also a declaration that any attempt to divide or v'feaken
this Force would be considered incompatible with the
resolution to which we bound ourselves to one
another, conscquently would be disregardcd, so the
Battalion of the 10th at Hydcrabad was prevented fr<f)_m
marching agrecably to the Government Otrders, tor
Goa. The People at Hyderabad have requested part
of us in advance to move towards them, but Meer
Cawn is ready in our fronticr to match in. if we move
back, so that the only mode in my opinion t0 bru'lg
Sir G. B., if not callous to cvery feeling of humanity
or patriotism, to a sense of the necessity of the change
of measures would be our declaring fully, and t.hat
without delay, as much as we have dong, for notl}mg
Can prevent our moving, but your spirited exettlonsl
In the exterior (s7¢) while we ar¢ kecping off the g.enemf
Foe who, I fear, has but too0 good information od
what is going on. We had a Lettet from the 3rd an

7th Native Cavalry this morning who assufc us that

tho’ they are now on their march to Madras to joi
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the Force forming at the Mount, they ar¢ ready
co-operate with us in any measure that may be ficc
for the general benefit. I have not time to gIVe ye
a word more, only hope that with perscverance yo
may make this out and give me the sentiments O yor
part of the World with as little delay as possible-
Believe me, my dear Alcx, most sincercly yourss
A. McLeoD .

(of the 8th Regt.
Native Cavalry)-

No. 12,
Secunderabad, 12 Augusts
Jast Wf"f‘

| quar®™™
It is 0O°

1809- Lz

My pEAR HADLEY,

Things have turned out badly since I
to you. We have heard that the troops jn al
have signed the test : also left their corps.
near 3 wecks since we have heard from
though they were ordered to join us. Proc ama el
have been issued to the Native Troops Priv2 CIY;
The Subsidiary Force finding themselves complet?
deserted, or supposing it to be the case, yester
Sig.n€d the test and enclosed it in an address t0 L?r
Minto; they had not the option like you of lea??
the 'Corps or else they would have done it.
getting much better and think I shall be able to
in about 3 weeks. We have brought our pigs ©
fine market. In an Address to Lord Minto, W€
gl’?tulate him on his arrival, regret much the $
things are in, and give up all private animosity t0
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welfate of our Countty, to convince him of which
Wwe have signed the Test and rely on his Lordship’s
generosity that the past may be consigned to oblivion
and an Armistice (? Amnesty) granted the Army.
God knows what will become of us. Times ate bad.
I begin to think the world is approaching to its end.
At all events, T shall leave it with Credit. Remember
Me most kindly to all and believe me,

Yours most sincerely,
RosT.

P.S.—Since writing the above we have just heard
that Patullo of the Body Guard and Captain Frazet
are both in close arrest on account of having refused
to.do what Sit George ordered them: that was
Written to their Brother Officers at Masulipatam, and

let me know if you have left your Regiment or not—
advice, -

No. 13.
Seringapatam, 12 August, 1809.

To the Committee of the Hyderabad Subsidiary
Force, or the Masulipatam Force.

The 1st Battn. 8th, 1st Battn. 15th, 2nd Battn. 15th,
2nd Batt. 19th Regiments and the Attillery are now in
Possession of this place. The two former Corps came
in yesterday, after being assailed by all Purncah’s
Horse from the time they left Serah. When they got
Wwithin 4 miles of this, they were charged by 2000 of
Purniah’s Horse and all the 25th Dragoons, the s9th
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Marching directly against them. Resistance W”ii
vain, they all threw down their Arms and made 103
the Fort. By this mecans they have joined us with £
loss of Captain Mclntosh of the 8th and Lieutcn#%
Best : the former supposed to be taken and the Iat?8
died of fatigue; about 100 men killed and wounafy

Tl)c 25th Dragoons have drawn the first blood, cruc]
killing cven little bovs and men without arms. “g
venge, Revenge ! All the Masulipatam, H)'dcrabﬂ
Jaulnah Forces ought to move by the shortest no
to this Station. We will never give up this p#
\VC. have 200 Artillery and can furnish cverything
an immense field Train. We can then defy 20y 1@
thflt can be brought against us, Qur Men af€
spite Qf this misfortune, in the highest spirit, 7€ y
anything. The Treasure at Adoni and Ana8t#f 2.
ought to be scized, if possible.  We expect that thf
whole of the Travancore force are cnncenttad”g,fot;;
the purpose of joining us.  The two Corps at Din S“l’*‘
and Palamcottah will retire to Travancore Off ]
3Ppr0a§11 of an European force. W'e carnestly €8
you \v.xll take this plan into vour most serious ¥ §
Zldcratan as the only means of saving us from certa™ 4
mc(ittlllctl}on. We can hold out f(;r two or to
fu T: 1S but not longer, and you can cxpect ﬂo‘?’m 8
have acted, Guns ’YC ;nfamous part the 25th D:gr ‘
theis Cam{) s and Mortars were placed to dﬁa
menced abc;ut nnongdc of Shells and roun C?u's
Great exeeun. 1z at night and lasted for two ho

: lon was done. It is said 300 men W
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killed 2nd wounded. They have been the Aggressors.

€ wete driven to it.
TuE SERINGAPATAM COMMITTEE.

No. 14.

To Lieutenant A. Turner,
Pondicherry.

My DEAR ALEXANDER,

You will no doubt lament with me the measufes
we have been obliged to take against the Tyrant, but
It 1s to be hoped the business will be settled without
bloodshed, as there is nothing we more wish than to
be upon good terms with the King’s Troops. We
some time ago took possession of this Garrison, where
we have all the Artillery (as fine a train as any in the
world) for’ any number of Troops, the 2nd Battn.
I5th and 2nd Battn. 19th, all the Privates of which
Corps have solemnly sworn to die with theit Officers
and never to be commanded by King’s. We shall
not be the first to fire a shot, but we are solemnly
pledged, if attacked, to defend the place to the last
extremity. Nothing can take it except famine, and 1
assure you we have grain sufficiently for 6oo men for
6 months and pay for that time. 'The Northern Army
by that time will settle the dispute, if Sir George is sO
mad as (to) go on with his measures; but Lord Minto
will be round and I am sure he will settle it. The
troops at the Mount from whom their Officers were
taken, have sworn to return to them the first Oppor-
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tunity, or join the Company’s Troops, when asArm 71
so that they will all go over to the Northert!
The Garn. have sworn to live and di¢ with usdcfl
we shall all lay in an Embrazure before we Su“enbaj
I think the Bengalees will go mad when they ¥
of the late measures—the Bombay Army have i

taken an active part,

PR NP SRR

Yours ever,
J. TURNER-

»n
ae]
jn)
-
=
o
-
"’*%&b:‘-s T

I send this by Bangalore by
Letters are stopped here.

S i
S iRt

No. 15. N
Jaulna, x20b A e
MY DEAR STRATTON, extra-
o My long silence has, no doubt, ap
inary to you, but when you reflect on
solicitude and anxiety whic}i we have S“Hded fot.'hc
Jast thr.ce months on account of the crisis 3PPtoaChmg’
you will pardon my neglect. The Sword has the
drawn, The Hydrabad Force have declar -
Present Government illegal and have SOICMY::H';
clauncd. its orders, I shall now prOC@Cd to dev
the affairs, which have lately occurred, s mmutsy:‘
v;f)rpc:s:ltbltc}; govcmmcnt asscmbled a consider? o
¢ Mount composed partly of Euro
and Natives and otganiscgo thcnﬁntg two Brigade®
one of Cavalry and one of Infantry. When they €08
ccetved the favourable ()ppormni'ty had arrived fof
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discf)vering the sentiments of the Officers of the
Native Cotps assembled at the Mount and Madras,
they convened the Commandants of those Cotps at

© the Presidency in the Fort, while those who were

Stationed at the Mount were directed to meet at
Colonel Harris’s Quarters. In consequence of this
order, the officers repaired to the respective places,
when a test was tendeted to them couched, as T undet-
stand, to the following purport, that they should act
according to the laws of their King and Country and
obey implicitly all the orders of the Government of

- Fort &t George. ‘This the Company’s officers posi-

tively refused to take, as the evident tendency of the
Oath was to obliged them to draw their swords
against their brother-officers. A Guard of Europeans
waited to seize them and they were sent off to three
different Stations to the number of 120. Only six
scoundtels accepted of the proffered Test; tht?ir
names are known and I suspect that inevitable dis-
gtace, infamy and perhaps mote fatal consequences
await their abject submission to such an unprincipled
Government. This treacherous deed is wosthy of the
dark ages and can only be supported on principles
since declared base in Europe and only practiced by
those nations remarkable for their brutality or degen-
eracy of manners. When once that confidence is
destroyed which naturally unites individuals to each
other, the Government will endeavour in vain to
convince the Army of their justice or desire of con-
ciliation,
Colonel Close having been appointed to the com-
[ 233 ] -
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mand of the Subsidiary Force, it was the dctcrml'ﬂ’t'ioq
of the Otficers (‘nmp«;sin_z that part of the SubSidl.ﬂ’
Force situated ar Hydrabad to prevent his assumitg
the dignity without he declared upon his honor B
npininns in the most unequivocal manner and pledg )
himselt 1o take no measures 1o the prcjudiCC ) |
Army. On his arrival at the Resident's Housés %
deputation of ficld othicers waited on him, rcqucstlﬂgi.;
to know the powers with which Government 277
turnished him and if 2 General Amnesty 0 dwd
othcers, cspectally to those of Masulipatam, fOfmCd ‘;E
part of them. He replicd that he possesse oo
authority of that nature, but <howed them the 1
upon which they stared that they should renounce
author.ity and pay no obedience 1o his Orders. 18 °

ately out and pushed for the Cant
as he was acquainted with Orders dirccting the

to g N R . )
yassemble thae moring.  Fortunately the rwo b

gf?cirvs ts!u;s_pcctcd his intentions and folloWe® he
Cantor ”lur suporm.r Tocal knowledee gaine his
tonment before him and beat 1o arms. 0%
:}:f“’ﬂl on the right of the line, he found the Corps
thzrc thmr:ncd n npc‘n column wheeled outwards of
(.p pose (?f flanking the remainder, as the 33
Miﬁlx;]gz;t:f lFont were expected.  He ha r;mgucd the
and told thcl( th}“t’hc h‘ad fought and bled with them
and actin ”‘I’T ’t' ;lur officers were lcadin;!‘thcn.) astra)t’
wheeled ticmc‘!-“l Y. Immediatcly the officer 10 fron
ordered the into lm; and on his approaching n‘carcl’,
M to prime and load. Upon this he
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attempted to pass to their right, but the officer com-
manding the Artillery immediately drew up his guns
to flank the 16th and a Company of Grenadiers were
Sent to seize Colonel Close. When he perccived the
Grenadicrs in the rear, he asked the officers for what
Putpose they came there. The reply was to secure
his person. Upon this, it is said, he was completely
thunderstruck and requested to be permitted to
deliver up his sword to the Senior officer present and
desired them to witness that he had conscientiously
Petformed the Orders of the Supreme Government
and resigned the command to Colonel Montresot. At
the very period that Colonel Close was secured, the
331d were marching down the right, and it was con-
jectured to be his intention o scize the Company’s
officers in the cvent of the Troops obeying his direc-
tions. If you wish to know the character Colonel
Close might have been, read the letter of Junius
addressed to the Duke of Bedford, commencing with
the expressions “ I shall now inform you what such
a person as the Duke could do.” Such a wretched,
humiliating compliance with the orders of a tyrannical
Goverament has for cver tarnished the character of
Colonel Close in the eycs of the Army. That fame
and reputation which has been the result of the most
meritorious service during the period of between
thirty or forty years’ service is vanished like the
fabric of a vision, and the most mortifying reflections
on the steps he has taken must embitter his future

days and perhaps bring his grey hairs with sorrow to
the grave. If Colonel Close had acted that manly
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part which the Army naturally expected from a person
of his distinguished zeal and abilities matters would
never have come to this crisis, but he has suffered
himself to be the tool of Government, and undet the
subterfuge of conscicntiously obeying their orders,
instigated the men to the most violent and destructive
designs. Adieu, we march the day after to-morfow:
God only knows what may be our fate, and if we af€
doomed to petish we shall perish the Martyss of
Liberty, and with our lives the British Empire it the
East will be extinguished.
Your’s ever.

No. 16.

Janna, 12th August, 1809-
My pear NosLE, ’

We have been in a terrible state of suspense
for some time and I assure you my mind has been
much agitated of late. We are § days without 2
TaPPal and had, in consequence of information
teceived from Hyderabad, every reason to suppose
something was going on. The Hyderabad Committee
had called upon us to send a detachment to them.
They repeated this call and we waited upon Colonel D-
and had a conference on the subject; however he still
was of opinion that no part of this force should move
till Government first declared hostilities, and then, as
he had pledged himself all along, he would put him-
self at our head. 'This has now been put to the test.
As1 have just mentioned, we had been 5 days without
a mail and the Colonel said, if we were 7, he should
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Consider it was stopped by Government and act
accordingly, However yesterday morning we Were
Telieved of our extreme suspense by the arrival of

© 2 or 3 together and bringing yout Letters of the

206 ,th and 28th. They were received by me with 2
mixture of pain and pleasure. You tell me 1 have
command of the Corps and, Noble, shall (?) he_ad it
to the last drop of blood in the causc. I immediately
waited on the Colonel. He had received a letter from
Lyne at Hyderabad giving an account of all that.had
passed there. Ishowed him yours; this was sufficient,
the blow was struck from the right quarter and we
march the day after tomorrow with the whole force,
and Doveton, who is a noble fellow, at out head. If
nNecessary, we shall be at Hyderabad in 15 days. You
may suppose I am in great confusion anFi I have just
now taken up my pen at 9 o’clock at night to finish
my letter. I have so much to say I know not how to
tell you all; this has been an awful day. The Colox.1el
yesterday told us that he would sound the Native
officers and would then parade all the Force and te.ll
them plainly what was going on and what wete his
intentions. The conference he had with his con-
fidential officers was favourable, and we all paraded
this evening, when he addressed evety Cf)rps, and
evety man has declared he will stand by his oﬂice}:ls.
This measure in the present state of affairs necessaxzby
had an effect on my mind which I need not descrlde
to you. But I can only add in Doveton’s last V:ifOI' '151
to each corps, © our cause is a just one and Go V:'Ill ,
support us.” A Declaration to the Army and tO
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whole world has been drawn up and signed E)’e"ﬁ;
A copy of this shall be sent you, but I know r;(; o it
whether this will ever reach you. | shall ac (,r o
to some Agent at Madras and hope to kno“r o
where you are. I must tell you I addressed OU11 ot
on Parade yesterday evening; 1 told thcmf ‘ﬁm s,
had passed and that you were removed lo\joblc,
They will stand by us to the last and 1 trust,: i
you will be with us again.  You must not qut “in
till order is restored, and after that I will never IC“S‘; .
in the Horse Artillery under anyonc b}lt yout 0

The Officers with me all feel for your situationl itou
beg to be affectionately remembered and to assufe }ust
of‘vtheir unalterable attachment. lvery man 'm'n

now come forward to crush so inf;1mou§ a Vll.la;ﬂ;
It has been fully ascertained that the L\'.Rtl\'C Omcimc
here have been tampered with by letter for some tqts.
past for nothing morc or less than to cut our tl.lfo‘

O Great God, I know no name too bad for him. o
have scen some G.O. appointing the Test Boys .
Cotps, but thank heaven 1 have not yet seen MOHV
son’s name. I cannot write to him till I know h‘?‘l
he is acting and perhaps I may ncver write t(? hin

again, but I have too good an opinion of him tlo
suppose he will take the wrong side. The Of’y
chance we have now to prevent all the cvils which
must follow is the arrival and interference of Lord
Minto, and it is impossible to imagine he will support
measures which will inevitably lose the country. W€
are in hopes of assembling in a very short time an
Army of 30,000 men and it is not impossible that you
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W
will all join us. We move the day aftet toa%r;(g)ht
with the whole depot, which Blaic has ]u;te Colonel
us. We are to move out together, and t

, iller
then intends pushing on with the Cavalry, H. Artillety

has
and Flank Companies. Blair, although, 35w?tt§ff:15 as
hitherto kept back, enters into the causcz b or, and.
every man must do who has any sens€ © ke Sir G.
if our Natives remain staunch Ww¢ will n:ilts of the
(knock ?) under. You will receive ac}co se charactet
Hyderabad affair with Colonel Cl.osc, who 1 jou all:
is gone forever. [ have not tme tO - in. How-
you must be well aware what a state I a{g do. and let
ever 1 hope to conduct myself as I shou sinc’ete an
me assure you, my dear Noble, of mi’ 11 hear from
affectionate wishes towards you. Youbi 110 make out
me again soon. I trust you will be @ ein a state tO
this unconnected epistle, and I am notScnt unhappy
write on any other subject but the pre .s of all yout
one. With the affectionate remembrance

. sours
Officers believe me ever to be y éEo. POIGNAND.

No. 17.

Camp at Jaulna, 13 Awngust, 1809

N e i unprece-
In C(;]nscquencc of the horrid and unp

) ines to you
dented state of affairs, I write these figesh?;-morzow
to let you know that this Foree msrwith sentiments
for Hyderabad. We have all hear cern of the late
of the utmost indignation and con
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i nt
business at Madras. Colonel Doveton, our gangay
and intrepid leader, paraded the troops yestf_f e
evening. He explained to them every act O

APPENDIX F

State of Public Affairs in this patt of the Globe, 1
 cannot refuse myself the pleasure of inclosing you a
€Opy of the Declaration which, ptevious to our

Government, and asked them if they would stand by . marching from our Port, the Officers of the Jaulnah

him and their Officers with their lives. The Horse

and Foot Artillery, the Cavalry and Infantry assufedﬂ
him with repeated exclamations that they would S(t]anf
to the last. The Hyderabad Force are, thank God, C;
the same opinion. We, therefore, my de?f James;
march in the highest spirits, trusting our just Cauat
in the hands of the Almighty. I am sufe -youh's
Arcot and Counatore must be acquainted with t 11
intelligence. Join us, my fine fellow. .Thc colone
declares that the old 3rd and 7th will join b
Sepoys say the same. Huzza! make my .
regards to all friends and believe me ever yours mos
affectionately,
A. H. D.(avIDSON).

Write to Mrs. Fullerton : tell her I am well an({
send her a copy of the Manifesto. 1 forgot tO men
tion that our Men swore before God to stand by us.

The enclosed is i : circulate it every”.
our Manifesto: circu e
. Yesterday ordered his Line, consisting of the Horse

where,

No. 18.

Camp at Jawlnah, 14 Ang., 1809

My DEAR Parrers oN,
It is some time since you and I bave corf
sponded, but in the present unexampled and dreadf
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im: ouf -
warmest

cfé to settle the business and asked them if they

ul '} willing to march with him and their officers,

orce have deemed it necessary to make to your
our own, to our Mother Countty, and to the
world at large, a5 a justification of our Proceedings.
¢ march from this tomorrow and will with the
utmost rapidity form a junction with the Hydrabad
,orce, who, I fancy, are on their march to meet us.
; he immediate cause of this movement was the
-infamous conduct of Government towards the Com-
P'*fﬂY’S officers at Madras, and the Mount, and their
still more horrid conduct at Hydrabad, that of exciting
the.Native Troops to disobey their Officers. God be
. Praised that they did not succeed, for if they had, the
; loss of the Country, the destruction of the Company’s
‘ Qﬂicers, and even of a great part of your Army must,
, 0 my opinion, have been the inevitable consequences.
 May eternal infamy attend the Villain that formed such
+a hellish plan, I have now to acquaint you, that on
the receipt of the above intelligence, Colonel Doveton

- made up his mind to the part he would act, and

Anﬂlef}’, two Regiments of Cavalry, and three Bat-
talions with a proportion of Foot Artillery to parade,
and made them acquainted with every circumstance
that has taken place. He then told them of his inten-

tion of marching the whole of his force t0 endeaV‘;:;
w

and 1
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gloty in saying that the Line resounded with exclama-

tions of their determination to stand by their officers
to the last.

I trust that as this Detachment has heretofore shows
the greatest moderation and has refrained from pro-
ceeding to extremitics until the repeated insulté of
Government compelled us as men of honout and
Britons to stand forth for our rights, that the GOVC“_‘OI'
General will appreciate our forbearance and considet
our present demands as fair and just. ]

If Government should be so mad as to coptinu€
the system of oppression, they must order His Majesty’s
Troops to attack us, and if so, what would be the
consequence ? But no ! I cannot for 2 moment sup-
pose that the arbitrary mandate of a Tyrant would
arm Briton against Briton, Friend against Friend and
Brother against Brother. No! Patterson, I firmly
believe that His Majesty’s Troops, beidg convinced
of the justice of our Cause, would not draw a trigger
against us.  After this unfortunate business is settled,
I hope to have the pleasure of meeting you, as I can
have no doubt but there will be a Mahratta wat.

Colonel Walker’s Detachment in Gazeret, 1 undet-
stand, has already had a battle with them and has
met with considerable loss. They are in very great
sttength at present on the banks of the Nerbuddah,
and I dare say will take advantage of our absence to
plunder this part of the country. Meer Khan, the
irlxan who led General Smith such a dance, commands!

hem.

I hope you will write me and let me know what
[ 242 ]
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you think of the present strange state of affairs, and
10 the meantime believe me to be, my dear Patterson,

_youts very sincerely.

> Make my best regards to Major Travers.

]

Private.

No. 19.
47 Coss W. of Fyderabad,
152h Augnst, 1809.
My pEAR Marcory,
Captain Sydenham sent me yout Packet of the

- 4th inst, accompanied by your Letter tO him of the

Same date,

When you departed for Masulipatam, you do not
Seem to have understood sufficiently the line O.f pro”
ceeding which Sir George Barlow had it in mind to
Putsue. ‘This, I consider as extremely unfortunate,
as it led you to propose a plan of proceeding to him
which he was little inclined to adopt, and the result 13
a little soreness which is perhaps natural. .You hav_e
made the only explanation that was POSSI,bI? to Sit
George, viz: that you were not mastet of his intended
line of proceeding, but it does not appear to m :10
follow that because you obsesved a conciliatory mode
of conduct at Masulipatam, conceiving that you Wﬁre
acting all along according to the intentions and w;; ets
of Govt., therefore, since that conduct failed of effect,
you should not give into a coercive mode of a§t10?0’
as that only calculated at the present Stage of affairs
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save the public cause by restoring obedience and
otder. In the civil disputes in Ireland, Lord Corn-
wallis first endeavoured to conciliate the minds of
the Malcontents, but finding that this plan failed, he
coerced them with vigour and reduced them to sub
mission.

Two points appear to me to be evident :—1st}
That as the Malcontents on the Coast continue to)
hold out, they ought to be coerced, and 2nd. tha

Government is so powerful in means as to be able to}

coerce them.  Although such are my opinions, I catf
easily make allowance for feclings that incline to
different direction and the powerful operation whiclf
they are capable of. They naturally enough seck]
relief by suggesting the plan of retiring. But how
ever this may be, principles are stubborn. The com
mon rule in time of civil dissention is * Look to you
Country.” Men, you know, are known by theiy]
objects and by occasions. The largest object before
us is our country and the greatest occasion that cany
PUt us to 2 test is to be called on to save or guard it.
I have mentioned this to Captain Sydenham. It could!
not have been pleasant to Govt. to bring forward
the prescribed Declaration, but when menaced 2
Govemment must do something for its safety and,
10 respect to myself, I would rather command th
necessity that compelled the adoption of the measuf¢
than find fault with the measure itself,

You will learn before this comes to hand that the
Officers at Hyderabad have signed the prescribed
Declaration, addressing a Letter to Lord Minto at th
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- Same time, of 2 nature that may be deemed perhaps

DOt quite unexceptionable. The act of signing, how-
€ver, does them great credit, and although his Lord-

ship may be inclined to pass some strictures on their

address, I doubt not but he will grant the pardon
which they have solicited for themselves without
allOWing them to take any concern in obtaining pardon
ff)r others. Although they have signed the declara-
tion at 3 late hour, still their example in signing Whe.n
they did cannot fail to be highly useful, and on thfs
ground his Lordship may be induced to grant their
Address a favourable consideration. If the Officers
at Hyderabad will, on being desired, attend at Col.
Montresor’s Quarters and sign the Declaration in the
Mmanner simply in which it has been signed at other
Stations, I think they should be regarded the same as
the other officers who have signed it. But if the
Officers at Plyderabad declined to sign in the manner
desctibed, that is without tagging a paper to the
declaration as they have done already, there must bc
Something faulty in their minds that must taint their
aﬂegiance, and while such a blot remains, thete can be
NO cure, .
You have now a decided opinion from me to which
Ican only add my hope that the officets at Hyderabad
will consent to sign the Declaration under the same
form simply observed at other Stations and that such
act will be considered as sufficient to make them
deserving of pardon. _
You will of course write to me when .Lord Minto
attives, and if leisure permits, keep me informed of
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the progress of measures, until tranquility and con”
fidence be finally restored.
Yours, My dear Malcolm,
most truly,
B. CLOSE.

No. 20,

Secunderabad, 16 Angt. 1809-
My pEAR RUMLEY,

We heard with much surprize and concers
some Days ago of the removal of all the Officers from,
the Native Corps Cavalry and Infantry, at the Moun
in consequence of their having declined to sign the
declaration tendered by Government. Whatever ma_Yg
be the views of Government in adopting this step 1t
must certainly be considered as a most impolitic on¢
from the impression it must make on the minds Ofi
the Natives, and the subsequent Address of Proclama-:
tion to the Natives in the form of an Order by d}e
Government in Council, translations of which 10
Hindoostanee have been industriously circulated among
the Native Corps, cautioning them against obeying
their Officers, must incvitably prove such 2 Shaqe
(shock ?) to their Discipline and Subordination as will
ultimately produce the most fatal consequences. It
is a fact not to be controverted that the safety and
prosperity of the British Empirc in India depends

upon the obedience and fidelity of the Native TroOPsy
and it must be equally evideat that their discipline
and subordination in a great mecasure depends upoft
their obedience and attachment to and the confidenc®
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they place in their European Ofﬁcszrs._ The receni
Otder of the Governot in Councﬂ,' if it has .nﬁ
entirely snapped these two asunder, will s0 -@ateilél O};
injure and weaken them that the futute existent

Natives
* mutual confidence and attachment between the

amd their Officers will be doubtful and P;ecar(;OUS and
their discipline might gmdually be anmhﬂ?jlte. ) ce to
The late occurrences, at this place of resistan n-
the Orders of Government, you CannOth Ees lzlire
acquainted with, and under that 1dc’f1’,I o e nIiore
myself a detail of cvents which have given m o fore
uneasiness and concern than anything that ha::istence;
occurred during the whole course of my ees which
however T may be implicated 10 the melnlur S eoled
have been adopted in that Force,‘l shal end e ice
by an internal conviction that my influence 2 ccessful)
have been invariably exerted (hO‘VeVer.unsze to the
to prevent all violent measutes Of r'esmtaﬂ on with
Ordess of Government. 1 have felt 1o Cor'm'r;ries we
my Brother Officers & just sense O'f thef 1;:]1 exertion
have received, but in the consideration ?lowed myself
for redress, I have never for a moment af the Country
to separate the interests and welfare ©
with the furtherance of our Cause- fection is not
Every man whose easoR and 1 fe'rritation and
entirely swallowed up by th? torsent Oh lddcr in con-
agitation which now Pfeva.ﬂ.s oust Sirlxllpending an
templating the fatal calamities nOW 11 in his powet
must feel an irresistible impulse tO doa £ this Force
to avert them. The Seniof Officers

. rined to
under the influence of such feelings deterty
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z:zlc{let;)ntiecffort wh.1ch they conceived would greatly
the x1th of h;storatlon of or.dcr and tranquility. On
tion oﬁferedt bls Igon,thv they signed the Test or Declara-
succeeded i y . o) z{nmcnt, and aftcr‘ some difficulty
The same decf) Isuading ﬂll'thar Officers to do so.
hort add aration thus signed, accompanied by 2
motning O;CtS;,’ was for\vardcd' by express, on the
immediatel sznltm;f to Lord }Imto, and advices were
Army irlfg’rmi Ol to the different divisions of the
eamcs’t]y e\;hOrn-g them of what we had done and
the only stAC Emg th?m to follow our example, as
the dreaclful[;a;‘C 'C('mSldcrcq now left to us to avert
and prevent oamlgc-s of a civil and unnatural warfare
Native Countr n GCmg for ever severed from out
our entreatics > Ind'od 'grrmt that they may attend to
country, and the c ia will yet be saved to the l\'Iothcr
proof of their oast 1\rm'\.,. by such a conspicuous
the impressionsp atriotism, will effectually efface all
excesses. occasioned by the late unfortunate
WeInl:ali;Aii rrCS:hFO Lord M.into, we make no demand,
intreat him to éra;ntg t(o’ his decision, but carnestly
past. ‘This Addre A q encral Amnesty for what ha‘.S
ately on his arrivalss will probably reach him immedi-
in him and the gr , fSuch a proof of our confidence
having returne ({lg ateful r.eﬂectlop of so many Officers
strengthen and ito their allcglaQCC must doubtless
possess for Concilimprove any disposition he may
ably anticipate th ating matters, and we may reason-
quillity of the A at, as a leading step towards tran-
¢ Army and renovating their confidence,
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he will be well disposed to acquiesce in our entreaty
of granting a gencral Amnesty.
I enclose you the copy of a lettet from Colonel
Malcolm to a friend on the present situation of affaiss.
The arguments therein contained and the clear view
that he has exhibited of the consequences of pet-
Se,ve,ﬂng in opposing Government must imptess con-
viction on the mind of every man of the fatal and
ruinous consequences which must inevitably be the
result. This letter has made a great impression here,
and I would wish you to give it all the public1ty
possible among the Officers who are with you. There
can be little doubt but that the Jaulnah Force will
immediately follow out example in signing the
Declaration, and 1 most carnestly hope that those at
Masulipatam and Scringapatam will be so induced,
which will effectually terminate all the dreadful appre-
hensions which now prevail of the occurrence of 2
Civil Contest.
I have the pleasure to remain,

my dear Rumley, yours vety sincerely,
GEO. NEALE.

Enclosure.—See No. 6.

No. 21.

Camp Woorgaun, August 17¢h, 1809

My pear NOBLE,
My mind is so dist
to paper. Since writing to Y
to your Letter from Condittoof,
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occurred which are scarcely credible to any honest
man. We marched on the 14th from Jaulnah in the
highest spirits. The Horsc Artillery, Cavalry, and
Flank Companies were then ordered to proceed from
this place towards Hydrabad by rapid marches undet
Colonel D. We reached Portoor about the 15th, and
on that night an express came from Hydrabad inform-
ing us that all that force had signed the test, had
acknowledged their error and threw themselves on
the mercy of Lord Minto: pertidious, weak men !
A letter from Major Neale at the same time says—
“If you have already moved from Jaulnah, match
back again; your presence now is neither required nor
wished for.” T could not have conceived men such
villains; a few days before, they were calling upon us
to march and appeared to be ready to sacrifice their
lives. ‘This intelligence was a terrible blow to
Colonel D. He at first determined to move on at
all hazards, but changed his mind in the course of the
night, and in the morning, while in expectation of
moving off towards Hydfnbad, the Colonel again
addressed the men “ that the officers whom we wete
going to support had signed the test, and as it would
therefore be leading them to certain destruction by
proceeding any farther, he had dctermined to lead
them back to Jaulnah,” and we retraced the grOUﬂd
Wh.lch we had gone over with joy in our march and
arrived at this place this morning with broken hearts.
Our.fu‘rther conduct has not yet been determined on,
but it Is the wish of most to remain here till we get
some intelligence from other parts of the Army, but
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I much fear, my dear Noble, that we arc degrad;:ddfor_
ever by the infamous conduct of these men 4t Hy ra'c
bad. T have just reccived your Lettet of the 318
despatched from Sadras, but it docs not gtve us %n}é
satisfactory intelligence.  Weare still ready to sacritic
cur lives in the Causc and we have every reason t(;
believe the Native troops will stand by us, but t\:ft
are so far removed from the rest of the Army tic ?n
what we do one day may be counteracted the 1nc:xtion
another quarter. I send youa copy Of the szcqu ri oW
of this Force upon our moving. It will, I thin \,; 1u1d
our moderation, and I am convinced that WC-S ield
have carried our point had the Hydrabf@ Force ou
out. 1 am grieved to hear of the Ultmmtu;rll c}l,ra-
mention; the one first drawn up was sent from dY o
bad to us for sanction and includ,cd the dcmﬂfll' Shz as
mention, but which we viewed in the same g

: the onc that Was
by the Hydrabad Committec Was and in which I

sent in; a copy of it accompanics hurt the
conceive there is nothing which c.ould .h’«{WC Thete is
dignity of Government in complying With- tion with
certainly a want of system and communica o ered
the different parts of the Army, but we ﬂflc S? sult now
that this is impossible to arrange. Let the cr Lord
be what it may, the Service s ru}ned for CIVC ;bsolute
Minto may, on his arrival, I think, see t 111? order to
necessity of granting a GcﬁCfffl Amnesty ot think the
save the country from utter rutl. Ldon ffered here
flame is quite extinguished. If the test 1S O'n men) it
I do not think (if I can any longer trust !
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will obtain a single signature. My mind is made up-
I shall prefer begging my bread to swearing to serve
the present Assassin, and I may therefore be with you
yet at Pondicherry. At all cvents, when order is
restored (and allowing the test is not proffcred us), I
shall apply to join the Battalion and prepare to quit
the country; 'I can never remain with men whom I
bave been obliged in sclf-defence to bring 1n OpPOSi'
tion to Government. 1 feel that I have hitherto acted
openly and Jononrably, or rather according to the
d1§tat.cs of my heart. 1 shall have the satisfaction of
thinking that I never took an oath to cut the throat
of' my dearest friend or brother-soldicr, and which, I
grieve to think, one of the best fricnds 1 had has done-
It is too horrid to contemplate on the means Goverf-
ment have. taken to subduc the Army; a pitiful victory
it }v;lll be if they should succeed; all I have to regret
i:,- hicﬁv;: 11(:::, 2 of ;he best years of my life ini a Service
which ave endeavoured to support, I may says
h-as much zeal as most officers in it, and am

obliged to quit it penniless. )
o ﬁleléfziae (; 8t:; We came in this morning. Had we
procee ha:;e th\gaz the wish of all the officers, We
Colonel was deter it cli)een e o
o o 4t ;nni that we should rest upon ouf
mines on,  We ef dnO\V what Lord Minto detef-
Masalipmiarn hazes erday hcard.that the Troops from
mecting ith o marched with the hope also of
T send bou » coppp;)frt ﬁrom those men at HydrabaCL
similar letters Wil); be "}O‘itver despatched o them, e
varded to other parts of the
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Army. Make the one I send you as public as possible.
I had a letter from Morrison informing me of his
having taken the test. It is too unpleasant a subject
to comment on: 1 know not how to write to him.
All desire to be affectionately remembered to you;
pray, my dear Noble, write me often, it is the only

consolation I shall have.
I am youts affectionately,

G. W. POIGNAND.

No. 22.
Bangalore, 18 Angast, 1809.

My prar Dick,

T have this moment received yours of the 14th,
announcing the sad news of yout removal, which
though sincerely lamented by us, does not much suf-
prise, it was in fact what we dreaded. God above
knows, my dear Friend, when we shall now meet. We
had proposed setting off for Vellore, in the hope of
passing a happy time in your company on the 20th,
but now, as our friend is removed, we are undetet-
mined and know not what to do; however, addtess
my Letters to the friend you mention at Vellote, Dr.
Jones; 1 shall write to him what to do with them, if
we do not go down, yet I trust you have recom-
mended us, or he will think me d—d impertinent.

I wrote you two days ago, transmitting what was
reported as authentic news.  From my heart, I rejoice
to say that account was most erroneous the zrue
state of the case is this. The 1st Battalion 8th and
1t 15th having united, determined to push for Seringa-
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patam.  Above 30 miles from the Fort a body of
Mysore horse appcarcd and soon began to annoy
them, but our brave fellows held them in complete
check upwards of 25 miles, when thev were joined by
a Squac.lton of the 25th Dragoons, under whose com-
mand is not said. Our friends hearing of thelr
approach, pushed for the Fort, and when within two
miles of it, ray Jor it like the Deril. 1 lappily most of
the Qﬂiccrs and about 700 men got safe in, 4 or §00
are prisoncrs, near 200 men Killed or wounded. Cap-
fain .AXSI"C“ 15th is reported killed (I know not for
;:c‘:rtaxvu that %’C ‘:S), Licutenant Best of the 8th died of
Lot S, g o o
he is ; S . ve a ctter saying
m no danger, one wound in his ead and
another in his hand, The Dragoons, to their honouf,
behaved most humancly, all the mischicf was done by
the M.ysorc force, wiho cur up all they conld. 1 rejoices
lr)ny frflencl, this account is not so bloody as our first,
el:; Sat,;l (l;(o)ﬁ Cﬁfl;j’;;ii 7’?‘2{;}7’// ?1 X r./(l]é( {/;e Man who mli:f 3111
arrive in ting - ord Minto, T trust, ¥ :
measures, ¢ to prevent any other sanguinafy
has‘liutzgii}ijf()]f>ﬂcg \Iunr(f and Captain de Havillafld
Colonels Ad'n:ch I‘)Ur‘. miles from the Fu_rt with
unknown bl;t tI. ‘a'm ‘(“bbs’ the purport of course
up to Sir’(} B ]C)’ .rc?‘flllt('l,\' determine never to gl\’e
e, ey oS00 b Lond Mo e
it shews they a tsurlcndcr.thc I*o.rr. This is right
only is the sy, ArC true to therr Alfegiance, that the Man
ogect of disgust. 1 truse nothing can prevent
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his speedy dismissal from Office. The report of
Colonel Bell’s suicide is a wost damnable lie and the
Villain ought to be d— who circulated it; he 1s 2
fine fellow and the admiration of all the Tollol de
rida, Ah! Ah! Ah! Captain Nalp of the s9th
Commanding Aere has this moment sent an order for
me to quit the Cantonment this cvening ; it was delivered
by an Officer who said I should be made Prisoncr if
I was found here in the morning 11! Mrs, H. is all
hustle: “ pack up ” is the first word and “ march”
the second, so adicu, my cver dear Dick, accept of
the best regard of *“ you know who * and ever belicve

me,
Your affectionate friend.

I believe I shall sign the test, if not, I shall not be
allowed to go home. Say nothing.

No. 23.

Hyderabad, 19 Aungust, 1869.
My pEAR WELSH,

I have been most anxiously looking for a letter
from Nundrydrug till my patience is exhausted, and
the Native reports from that quarter make me the
more uncasy to hear what has become of you all. 1
will not offer any of my speculations on the subject,
but as you may not know how matters stand here,
will now inform you.

On the 3rd inst. Colonel Close arrived, harangued
the Natives, who would not listen to him, and at
length requested to be considered as a Prisoner, to
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which no one would agree. They afterwards had 2
meeting, and he promised to leave the Residency the
next day, which he did.  His report, T am told, was
very handsome and as complimentary as was pOSSlblC
under circumstances of disobedience.

All went on smoothly for cight days with the
exception of some jealousy between the King’s and
Company’s Troops, afraid of cach other. At length
a consciousness of weakness, want of 2 Lecader, fear
of the Natives not standing by their Officers, and 2
sense of the danger that threatens the Countty 4o
the cxistence of our own dominion contributed to
make the G.O. of the Governor-General particularl)’
acceptable, as cvincing a wish to reconcile the Govern-
ment and the Army. It was, therefore, eagerty
seized, as affording a proper opportunity 0 conce(.ie’
and an address was resolved on to His Lords?llp-
Many were drawn up, and after many days’ discusson,
Was signed by all the Corps and forwarded. The
Officers who signed this, at the same time volun-
teered to take the test, which they accordingly d“_j‘
All seemed now in profound calm, altho’ to me¢ it
appeared a deceitful one, when two days ago accounts
arrnvegl of Doveton’s having at Jcngtix resolved an.d
put himself and whole forcz in motion to joift t
march, ] ether he will return, or Prosc?urc are
very o ub;f?n] he hears of the procccmn'gsd‘]?du Jlly
from the ;d.‘ The Test was sent to me 17 {V;tan y
signed i I J}ltant-Gcncral’s office and 1 05t o

. Is the counterpart of my Commissio
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I could therefore have no hesitation in signing it
while 1 hold a Commission. 1 must do as I promised
by the test. When I refuse, I forfeit it. I hope you
have signed it. Let me hear from you, I beg. A
Rajah here wants a fine elephant. I have told him
of yours. He wishes to know the price, his height,
age, country and above all his cost. Give me a
particular account of all these and I will try to scll
him for ready money. If the Raja does not take,
pethaps some other great man will. Remember me
most particulatly to Mrs. and Miss Welsh, who are
well, I hope. Salams to all friends.

I received a letter from you of the 19th Ultimo, but
I have waited in hopes of hearing what was become
of you, Let me know all particulars of Nundy,
Bangalore (where is Whyte ?) and Seringapatam.

Yours very faithfully,
S. MacDowaLr.

No. 24.

Malgotta. 29 Aungust, 1809.

DeAR BROTHER,

I received your letter previous to your leaving
Woallajabad, and answered it immediately. I have not
heard from you since, I shall now give you a short
account of our unfortunate proceedings since we left
the Droog, which was on the sth August 1809. We
arrived at Serah on the 7th, where it was necessary for
our preservation to take 3o bullocks’ load of rice,
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giving our receipt for the same. We procceded with-
out molestation until we arrived at Cuddapah, when
the gates of the Fort were shut against us, in conse-
quence of which we were obliged to move forward in
order to procure forage, cte. in the nexe village. We
had not marched more than two miles when we fell
in with 3000 of Purnial’s Horse, who sent once of
their Chicfs to know what were our intentions. We
told them that we were friends and did not come
against them. They appeared satistied, but still con-
tinucd following us at a distance.  In the evening we
arrived at Naggamangalam and encamped, but could
not procure any provisions as the Fort was shut and
we did not like to force the Gates. At 10 p.m. the
same day we moved on for Seringapatam, and had
arrived within ten miles of that place, when, to our
surprise and astonishment, several followers and sepovs
from a small village in our rear came to us desperately
wounded.  We immediately took precautions against
such treachery on ourselves and continucd our march,
now surrounded by the whole of the Horse, who con-
tinued firing upon us from all quarters.  Scveral times
they attempted to charge but were always driven back.
As almost the whole of our baggage had been plun-
dered in the rear, we resolved to push on for Seringa-
patam without delay, and would have arrived at that
Placc in safety had not the soth and 2s5th Dragoons
Intercepted us when within 4 miles of Scringapatam.
We immediately struck off to the right in order to
save oursclves from being entirely surrounded by them,
and made for a Nulla in front which the Grenadiers

[ 258 ]

APPENDIX F

had made, when the 25th and Purneah’s Horse cut in
among us. Here I must tell you that we had marched
70 miles in the 24 hours, and halted only 4 hours
during that period. You may suppose how tired our
“ poor men ”” must have been, indeed a great many
from fatigue were in the rear, and when the Dragoons
came down, there were not 800 men in the two
Battalions, and they, poor fellows, secing such an
immense force coming against them, threw down their
arms and made for the Nullah. Now commenced a
most inhuman butchery by the Dragoons and Mysore
Horse. They did not even spare women and children,
several of whom were murdered in a Bungalow they
had taken shelter in. By a most singular good
fortune, cvery Officer escaped except Captain Mack-
intosh, who was wounded and taken to Mysore.
Luckily for him, he exchanged caps with Degraves,
which undpubtedly saved his life, for his own was a
thin cap and the one he had from Degraves was four
skins thick and a thick lining inside, all of which were
cut through; they likewise cut through a thick neck-
cloth, and wounded him slightly. Best, of ours, fell
from his horse, and partly from the blow, and fatigue
during the day, died in the night. Our casualties are
few considering the immensc number of troops against
us. We had taken 30 and 40 killed and 180 wounded
and some missing. 1 give you my word this is all
true, which you will be a little surprised at after reading
the account in the paper, which is one continued
series of lies.

Most of the men that were brought in are desper-
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ately wounded, some having ten and eleven wounds:
Several of them said the Dragoons’ officers amusC
themsclves by cutting at them when wounded on the
ground. I suppose that was in order to try thetf
dexterity.

You know of course Seringapatam was given
few days ago. Tho’ the Corps separated We
ordered to Malgottah, 18 miles off, where we af¢ at
present waiting for further orders. All our officets
are anxious to know how affairs will terminate. 1t %
greatly to be lamented that we did not receive
letters from Mr. Cole and Colonel Davis which
understand they sent yvesterday as not to procect
Eyen had an officer come to us from cither of d}c
King’s Corps informing us of the conscquences n
case we did come, or we should never have proceedcd'

Yours

up 2
were

Jas. BAKER.

I lost everything except my Horse, amounl ting 17
value to me 585 pagodas.

No. 25.

Noymongol on the Chittledroog Road. g
15t Angust, 1809
My DEAR Crisp, } ¢

.I do not sce your name in the list of thosc who
have signed the Declaration. It being exactly the
tenor of your Commission, I am at a loss to think why
you can deliberately refuse to sign it, for I considef
many who have refused did so ‘merely because others
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did. ““The few led the many.” I will answer a
question which I suppose you will ask, before you
put it to me, “ Why I myself did not.” 1 have now ;
I could not before, as I was in a manner a Prisoner in
the Fort of Seringapatam; those on the outside would
not let me out and those in the inside would have
been glad to get rid of me. I will tell you the whole
story, which is now too long to write, when I see
you next. If you refused the Declaration, send in
your signature immediately; you need not speak of
having done it, all the officers here, when they found
themselves obliged to give up the Fort, signed it as
their last resource. There is now no reason for any
longer declining it. All at Hyderabad have done the
same.

Instead of ordering me away with the Corps, as the
others were, Colonel Davis, convinced how little I
had to say.in all that went forward, has directed me
to go to Chittledroog, where I shall command. I
think there will be a severe example made of those
who marched from that place and of the leaders in
Seringapatam. Take my advice, say nothing about
it, sign immediately. You may be sure all your Corps
will.

When I am certain where you are, 1 will write
more particularly. T have much more to tell you than
I can write. '

Believe me, my dear Crisp, yours sincerely,
T. S. WILLIAMS.

P
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