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HINDU INDTIA.

CHAPTER L
PRELIMINARY.

The name India and the extent of coun-
try included in it.-——The name India means
the country of the river Indus. It applied ori-
ginally, in its true meaning, to the country on
both banks of the Indus. The name itself
is ancient Persian and was given, probably
to that particular part of the country, by the
ancient Persians in the immediate neighbour-
hood. It was carried to Europe by the Greek
historian Herodotus, and the historians of Alex-
ander’s invasion. The extent of country in-
cluded in the term India widened from time to-
time, till, at last now, it applies to the whole
country, sometimes even including what used
till recently to be called Further India. The
native name for this country is Bharatavarsha
in Indian literature, and it is derived from one
of the early tribes of Aryans, who entered

India from the north-west and became very
1 S.H, H. L.
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distinguished in later times. India or Bhara-
tavarsha is of large extent being eqtial to the
whole of Europe without Russia. It is almost
completely cut off from the rest of Asia on the
land‘side by the mountain-mass of the Himala-
yas in the north, and its off-shoots in the north-
?m?st and north-east. On the remaining sides,
itis bounded by the inlets of the Indian Ocean,
the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal. In
eaﬂ‘)’ times, the principal way of access to
India seems to have been the north-west, where
the mountains have a number of passes, chief-
ly through river courses, the north-eastern and
the northern sides being much less easy of
aFcess. Although there was some communica-
.tlon with the outside world by way of the sea
in early times, the sea-way does not appearl
to have been used quite to the same extent as
Yhe land-way until the European nations came
into India.

Indian History begins with the coming
of the Aryans.—— The history of India begins,
as far as our knowledge goes at present, with
the coming of the Aryans into India. There
have been other peoples in the country before
the Aryans came in, but they left no enduring
record of their civilization so that we may,
from those records, learn their history. There
was a race of people, however, who probably

vvidians, wh

PRELIMINARY. 3

came from the west also and who were in
India before the Aryans, of whose early his-
tory we canlearn something. These are the Dra-
o are found very largely in South
India and probably in Bengal as well. Though
some of them might now speak an Aryan lan-
guz'lge, the Southern Dravidians retained their
old languages. Their literature available to us
at present do not take us back anything like so
far as the literature of the Aryan inhabitants
of India do. We might therefore say that the
history of India begins with the Aryan peoples,
and their language and literature. The term
Aryan was once applied to all the people
speaking the family of languages known as
Indo-European, but is now more or less wholly
restricted to the Persian and the Indian groups
of languages. The peoples speaking these
languages seem to have been the longest to-
gether and then branched off into two divisions.
The Persians occupied Bactria north of the
Hindukush and Persia west and south-west of
it; the Indian Aryaans crossed over the Hindu-
kush (Hindu-killer) and occupied the Kabul
valley, and moved thence into the country of
the Indus. We cannot say when they actually
separated. The most ancient literatures of the
two peoples, the Rig Veda (verse-veda) of
the Indian Aryans (circa 1200 B. C.), and the
Avesta_(circa 660 to 583 B.C.) give us no
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co‘nqlﬁsive evidence as to the time of the{"'.
Sepa'fgﬁon. The earliest specimens of theif
]angyégﬁs, however, indicate such near rela~
tionship that probably they separated not very
Mg before the earliest Indian literature.
Divisions of India.— The country of Indi4 -
falls into three divisions historically in fegérd {
to the progress of Aryan civilization :— '

L. North-western India, the country of the 3

Indus and its tribataries. This is bounded 0

the north and west by the mountainous di¥" ‘
tricts, and on the east by the desert, which

separates it from the Gangetic valley. Very
probably Gujarat, including in it Kutch ap

Kathiawar, went along with this in regard ©©

Aryan occupation.

2. The country of the Ganges. The Madh-
yadesa of the Brahmans comprised the great
plain which constitutes the main portion of
northern India.

3. The Deccan or southern India. This i$
composed of the large triangular table-land,
lying south of the Vindhya mountains together
with the narrow strip of the coast on either side
of this table-land.

The first of these regions marks the first step
in the progress of the Aryans from Central Asia
toIndia. Alltheinvadersof India poured ininto
thatregion, such as the Persians, Greeks, Scyth-
ians, Huns, etc. Hence that region now contains

/

C ANTIQUITIES.

1. RUDE STONE IMPLEMENT.

INDIAN PREHISTORI

2 &3 POLISHED STONE IMPLEMENTS.
4, COPPER IMPLEMENT.

Negative : Archaological Survey.
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CHAPTER IL

THE PERIOD OF THE VEDAS.

The Veda.— The Sanskrit word ‘Veda’ is
akin to the English word wit, and means 1itel”
ally ‘knowledge’. The Veda therefore is 2P~
plied to a body of literature which the Hindus
regard as containing their sacred ‘wisdom’-
This body is formed of four collections called
the four Vedas, on which rest all the chief
systems of Indian religion and philosophy. It
may also be regarded as the basis of the whole
of the Aryan inteilectual civilization in India,
sacred and secular. The oldest of these collec-
tions is the Rig Veda consisting of 1028 hymns
intended to accompany the sacrifices offered to
their gods by the Indian Aryans. These were
composed by families of Rishis or holy men, and
were handed down from generation to genera-
tion in their families. After a length of time,
when they came to be regarded as inspired
scriptures, they were collected together and
arranged in two ways. One division was ac-
cording to the authors, and the other accord-
ing to the gods to whom the hymns in each
group were addressed. These hymns have
been so carefully handed down that even if al}

THE PERIOD OF THE VEDAS. 7

the books which contain them should be des-
troyed, it is possible to get the texts from those
who know it directly. The work had become

. too old to he fully understood even so early as

2500 years ago. Orthodox Hindus, believing,
as they do now, that they were revealed
scCriptures, did not apply to the texts the criti-
cism of comparative studies that modern
western scholars in the 19th century did. It
is as a result of this comparative study that we
can understand the historical meaning of the
whole collection. Thus examined it proves one
of the most interesting and valuable records of
antiquity.

The Aryans of the Rig Veda.—We leatn
from such an examination that the Rig Veda
mentions about 25 rivers, most of them
belonging to the system of the Indus. We
can therefore say that the Aryans of the Rig
Veda inhabited that portion of the country
which included the south-eastern Afghanistan,
North-West Frontier Province and the Punjab.
They came into this region over the passes of
the Hindu-kush mountains. They expanded
in a south-easterly direction till they establish-
ed themselves in the plains of the Jumna and
the Ganges later on. The civilization of the
Aryans that we can recover from a study of
the Rig Veda is not a primitive civilization.
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W.e, gather that the Aryans constituted a
mnh.tary aristocracy ruling in the midst ©
;l:l:tji(l:itv'p-eomes of far inferior culture. .
§ Iston of the peoples was between t
fair Aryans anqg the dark Dasyus- -2 name?
;:iox:te]mpf' "l“ﬂeaning usually demons. Th‘;
ble division developed into the compllcaw
Car;t; SY§tems of the present times.

ed theenf:sv? Peolples_h__ These conquerors Calr];
divided ie ves . the five peoples’ and wein
later Ind‘mo .trlbes, some of which figuré -
king: ‘an. history. These tribes had each 1V
pasg’ the kingly office seems usually tO have
in'stsaer?c:;orir:, fjvt:iirh to son. There are akinegs
were elec pieh it appears that the g
the famiclted' The tribe was modelled Uliz
with the pd the head of the tribe ™
presented thp ° a council of leaders who ro

society ma ‘:)Vanous branches. The staté
no longer r}: e d.eScribed as patriarchal, bli—
tled down om.adlc ; and the people had sel‘
pations g o villages and had for their OCc‘—
nised th:qncm.mre and pastare. Thus Ofgﬂr
‘hems,el‘,e se ’t!“ll)eS sometimes fought amofm
against th. Chey did not always unite
Their Z.p?(?ple among whom they settledr‘
they useq vilization.—The chief weapo™
Swords Qpem war were hows and arro¥™
» ’Pears and hattle-axes seem also to

THE PERIOD OF THE VEDAS., 9

have been used. The army consisted of foot-
soldiers and charioteers. The foot-soldiers were
arranged village by village and tribe by tribe.
The war-chariots were used by the nobles and
carried the driver and a fighting man who
stood to the left of the driver. The weaver, the
carpenter and the smith seem to have attained
considerable skill in their respective occu-
pations. The principal metals used were gold
and copper. It seems doubtful if silver and
iron were then known. The principal amuse-
ments of these people were, hunting, chariot-
races and games at dice, which last has
always been a besetting weakness of the
fighting classes. *
Aryan religion.—The religion of the
Aryans was a form of worship of nature in
which the powers of the heaven, the firma-
ment and the earth were deified. Indra, the
god of the storm, is depicted as a giant
wielding a thunderbolt. With this he shatters
the strongholds of the demons and re-
covers stolen cows, just as the light-
ning flash pierces the clouds and brings the
rains to earth. Agni, the god of fire, is
the sun in the heaven, the lightning in
the firmament and the sacrificial fire on the
earth, produced mysteriously from the fire-
sticks. Sacrifices were regarded as the links
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connecting men with the gods, who W€
pleased with the oblations offered, and reti™
ed blessings to the pious worshipper. ’ h
blessings prayed for were generally wealth 1f
cows, in horses and strength in the form °
stalwart sons. The other aspect of early rell"
gious belief, the worship of the depart
spirits, is also found in the Rig Veda. Th?
spirits of the departed lived in the world of
the fathers' where they depend for sus-
tenance on the offerings of their descendant®
There is also evidence of the recognition of &V!
spirits — the demons of famine and disease ™
whose evil doings can be averted only throué
the favour of the beneficent deities. Somé
features of Vedic mythology are found
among the mythology of Indo-European peo”
ples. The similarity in point of religion is far
greater between the Indians and the Persians:
A comparative study of the Avesta, the earliest
holy literature of the ancient Persians, Wifh
the Rig Veda shows many striking features 1
common. To give only one example, the Vedic
Soma figures as the Haoma in the Avesta.

The hymns of the Rig Veda.— The hymn®

of the Rig Veda were the work of priestly
tic skill.

bards who seem conscious of their poe

Many of the hymns exhibit considerable beauty

THE PERIOD OF THE VEDAS. 11

and strength. They are thrown in metre and
the commonest metres are eight, eleven or
twelve syllables to the line. Three or four
of these lines make a verse usually. The office
of priest required a knowledge of the ritual of
the sacrifices and involved some skill in the

: m‘aking of the hymns, The king of the tribe

might have been leader in the performance
of the sacrifice as in war, but in the time of
the Rig Veda already, we see a special class
of people set apart for the performance of the
ordinary sacrifices in behalf of the king and
the tribe. He came to be called Purohit ( Latin
preefectus). This office also had probably be-
come hereditary and grew in importance with
the strengthening of the religious tradition.
The beginning of the caste.— Thus, al-
though the caste system, in its modern form,
was unknown in the period of the Rig Veda,
the social conditions which led to its later
development were already there. The first
great division was by colour (varna) which is
synonymous with caste. It is on this basis
that the broad division between the twice-born
(those who were admitted into the religious
community by the investiture of the sacred
thread ), and the Sudra (servile caste) was
made. The first of these classes was further
subdivided into the Kshatriyas or the ruling
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class, the priests or the Brahamanas, a0
tillers of the soil, Vaisyas. This divisio” *
ff)und in its preliminary form in other Inde”
European communities, and seems merely .10
show the natural distribution of work
human societies generally, f

People of the land.— We learn but litte ©
the people of the land from the Rig Veda:
that we can say about them is that they were ®
Pastoral people possessing large herds of catte
They had their strongholds for the purposes °
defence against enemies. We sometimes com?
}‘pon contemptuous references (o them af

dark-complexioned,’ ‘flat-nosed ' or * “Osele.ss

race. Their language is referred to as unin”
telligible, and their religious practices wefe
regarded as abhorrent. Of the rest of fnd®
beyond the country of the Rig Veda, wé kno
nothing at this period.

The other Vedas.--The Yajur Veda and
the Sama Veda are both of them directly
dependent on the Rig Veda. The hym?%
selected from the Rig Veda for the purposes M
any sacrifice were recited by a class of priest®
called Hota. Some of these hymns were s
lected and appointed for being chanted by
another class of priests called Udyata (singink
Priests). These hymns, meant to be suné
are known as a separate collection under the

SCULPTURED DOLMENS ((_ROMLECHS)

ON THE NILGIRI HILLS.
Negative: India Office.
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name of Sama Veda. The Yajur Veda on the
contrary contains a body of sacrificial formulas.
They should be spoken in an undertone by
yet another class of priests called Adhvaryu,
while performing the menial portions of the
ceremony. This Yajur Veda isa very important
dbcument for the purposes of history. The reli-
gion that is taught there is new in many res-
pects, and the religious and social condition
depicted also exhibits a complete change from
that of the Rig Veda.

The Yajur Veda.— The geography of the
Yajur Veda is that of the Kuru-kshetra (the
field of the Kurus ), the eastern portion of the
plain lying between the Sutlej and the Jumna,
and the Panchala country to the north-east
between the Jumna and the Ganges. This
region was bounded on the south by the Sa-
raswati (Sarasuti), on the north by the Dri-
shadvati (Chautang). It was the land called
Brahmavarta in which the complicated system
of Brahmanical sacrifices was evolved, and was
regarded in later times as the country of the
holy sages. That was also the field of the great
battle described in the Mahabharata and which
became the political capital of Hindu India.

Religious and social condition in it.—The
religious and social conditions reflected in the
Yajur Veda differ rather widely from those of

-
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the Rig Veda. The sacrifices had developed
‘into such a complicated system that it some-
times came to be regarded as religion itself,
instead of one of the disciplines to obtain the
highest objects of religion. Sacrifice was
regarded as the means of attaining the super-
natural powers which could be used even to
compel the gods themselves. We see already
in the Yajur Veda the earlier stages of the
caste system in the form in which it appears
to-day. “ There were not only the four great
divisions hardening into castes, but a number of
mixed castes are also mentioned.” While the
religious and social systems of the Yajur Veda
are to a great extent but a development of the
tendencies clearly recognised in the Rig Veda,
there is no doubt that they have been consider-
ably modified by the religious beliefs and the
social institutions of the non-Aryan inhabitants
of India. In some cases, it is possible to trace
this ihﬂuence, such as, for instance, snake wor-
ship. . There is no trace of this in the Rig
Veda but it shows itself in the Yajur Veda.
The Atharva Veda.— The fourth, the Ath-
arva Veda, is not connected with the sacrifices
at all. Itis a body of hymns more popular in
character and representing the old-world be-
liefs of the ordinary people about evil spirits.
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These hymns are most of '.em spells and in-
cantations to ward off the3e - vil spirits. Much
of its subject-matter relates to a more primitive
phase of religion. These aymns are of im-
portance also as containing the rudiments of
Indian science, as they have ,nuch to say about
the magical efficacy of plants to cure diseases
or avert them, The Atharva Veda mentions
a number of tribes of people, We could infer
from such references that they had knowledge
of the country of the Indus and of the country
of the Ganges and the Jumna,

Divisions of Aryan India.— Aryan civili-
zation was for a long period confined within’
these two divisions. Accordiig to the laws of
Manu which embodied traditions of the Vedic
times even, these divisions are :—

1. Aryavarta (the country of the Aryans),
the district lying between the Himalayas
and the Vindhya mountains and extending
from the eastern to the western sea.

2. Madhya-desa (middie country), part
of Aryavarta lying between the Sarasvati,
where it loses itself in the sands of Rajaputana,
and Prayaga ( Allahabad on the east).

3. Brahmarishi-desa (the country of the
holy sages), the region which lies between
the Ganges and the Jumna and Muttra
district of the United Provinces.

THE BRAHMANAS. 17

4. Brahmavartal (the holy land), be-
tween the rivers Sarasvati and Drishadvati and
May be identified -with the modern Sirhind

+ district, [

CHAPTERIIL

THE BRAHMANAS.

Explanatory treatises.— We have already
Said that the Vedas were handed down by
Word of mouth in a number of priestly families
OF schools devoted entirely to the study of the
Particular Veda: Each of these schools pro-
duced in course of time its own particular
text-book. This was, as indeed it was neces-
Sary, all in poetry, poetry preceding prose in
the development of literature usually. It was
°nly in versions of the Yajur Veda that there
Was any prose at all. The various collections
o‘f the texts of the Vedas required, in course of
t’_mE, treatises to explain to the priests the
Significance of that part of the sacrificial
eremony which he was called upon to perform.
hese treatises or books were called Brah-
Manasg (religious manuals). The contents of

hese books can be broadly put into three
2. S.H. H. L
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classes : (1) Directions ( Vidhi), (2) Explana-
tions {Arthavada), and (3) Theosophical
speculations (Upanishad). As we shall se€
later on, the last class received fuller develop-
ment, and formed a class of Vedic Jiterature
by itself.

The ritual of sacrifice.— The Brahmanas
can be understood only if we had a detailed
knowledge of the various rights that went to
make a sacrifice. We receive considerable
assistance in this respect from the later Sutras
or hand-books in which each separate branch of
Vedic learning is explained with minute care.
The Brahmanas are essentially books for
the priests. It is only accidentally that these
books give us any insight into the political
and social condition of the age. Even in
matters of religion, all that they tell us is
about the various sacrifices that had to be
performed through the a‘gency of the Brah-
mans for the welfare of the society. The
higher aspects of religion, however, were not
neglected in this age. The enquiry into thes¢
aspects is preserved in the body of works
called the Upanishads.

Aryan civilization of the Brahmanic age.
— We can learn from the Brahmanas, neverthe-
less, of certain matters relating to primitive
shuman culture. There are old-world stories

THE BRAHMANAS. 19

U —————

embodied in them which lead back to a time
when human sacrifices were offered. We
have stories of the various stages of transition
from the human sacrifices to the substitution
of other victims, till at last there are people
now who could perform sacrifices without kill-
ing any animal., We have besides the details
of the ceremonies attending the coronations of
kings. From these ooks, we learn the various
titles assumed by the kings, the geographical
region included within the territory of the
great kings, and the various forms of govern-
ment by means of which the several communi-
ties were administered. These books also show
that the priests occupied the most influential
position in society, that the Aryan influence
had extended to taking in some of the peoples

of Southern India, and that there were self-
(Svaraj) in the fand.

governing communities
these books is

One curious fact that we find in
that all the Aryans were not Brahmanical.
We have reference to some Aryans called
Vratyas, who were free-booters, speaking the
Prakrits or dialects allied to Sanskrit, and
following neither the religion of the Brahmans
nor even understanding their language, Sans-
krit. The Brahmanas are of the greatest im-
Dortance to the student of language as they
Mark the stages in the change from Vedic
Sanskrit to classical Sanskrit.

.
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m;‘)lzzlrwffographical outlook.— The Brah-
pan: ‘thee elaborated in the Kuru-Panchala
later,Brahmcountry of the holy sages’. The
i Wi(z;::s:e. q., S?tapatha Brahmana )
A ' der geographical outlook. In this
oo the o mana of the Hundred-paths we
Panchars o2 cs of the Aryans from the Kuru-
B Thist € country of Videha in North
R This(;}ould have been only through
dotaily to o rahma.na also furnishes various
o 2 .ow that it formed, at the same
o t;]e On:s;s;‘gzth for Buddhism and Jainism
on the other. » and the great epic-poems
Thei .
Wholr;:nr'mrl':llilsglos.——ln the Brahmanas as a
Saorifopuali m becomes the dominant feature.
parices e Performed and the Vedic
T rnarkse recited for their magic value.
the Ron VEdZ great 'chanze from the ideas of
division betv;;e::dt]lizs ?;{t?'e oo Worker
eligion of Works’
:;{jagx:r’]ays;: )Se:inc:l the ‘Religion of Know-
-V | owever, certain hymns of
'r;:}fl:::osr;::vth(;ng Veda and Atharvya VZda.
e ' that the eternal problems of
o ce (life) and of the higher
od ), had come in for attentive thought powffr
stahr;rof t}?e old Rishis. They were fo?lowc::itb:
othe 0sf tv;:l‘thht.helr own speculations on the rela-
Is higher power to the universe and to
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man. These, and the theosophical speculations
in the Brahmanas already referred to, found
special development in certain treatises called
Upanishads which come usually at the end of
the Brahmanas, and separated from them by
another class of books called Aranyakas
{Forest-books) which are transitional in
character between the Brahmanas and the
Upanishads. The whole of the Vedic litera-
ture therefore is *comprehensively known as
the Revelation (Sruti) to distinguish it from
the later tradition ( Smriti).

The division of Vedic literature.—The
whole of Vedic literature falls naturally into
two classes, the Vedas and the Brahmanas
belonging to the ‘Religion of Works’, the
Aranyakas and the Upanishads belonging to
the ‘Religion of Knowledge’. This division
finds its parallel in the division of a Brahman’s
life into four stages:

1. Brahmachari; when he lives as a pupil
in the family of his Guru, and learns
from him the sacred texts and the
procedure at the sacrifices.

9. The Grihasta; when he marrie
sets up as a householder, religiously

ying out all the domestic rights
y man.

s and

carr
enjoined upon a famil
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3. Vanaprastha; when after seeing 2
grandson born to him, he retires to the
forest, either alone or accompanied bY
his wife, to live the life of a retired
man devoted to holy thought.
Sannyasin; when he gives up all earth-
ly ties and devotes himself entirely
to meditation on the Supreme Soul
( Atman).
The first two parts of this life correspond to 2
‘Religion of Works’ and the last two corres-
pond to a ‘Religion of Knowledge.”

The Upanishads.— The Upanishads, ‘ Ve~
danta’, as the Hindus call them, should b€
classed more as philosophy than as religion.
but the separation between the two is not iD
keeping with Indian ideas. Religion is con-
sidered as but a necessary preparation for phi-
losophy. Orthodoxy consisted in the ungues-
tioning acceptance of the social system of
Brahmanic India, and the religious observ-
ances of Brahmanism. Beyond this, free specu-
lation was allowed to the individual whether
it led ultimately to Pantheism {the ultimate
oneness of the Supreme Soul and the Human
Soul ),or to Dualism ( the Supréme Soul and the
Human Soul regarded as distinct entities )
or even to Atheism (denial of the Supreme
Soul). The Upanishads, as a class, are the

pHE BRAHMANAS. 23

f poetic seers rather than philosophers.
worle o’ ¥ doubt contain the main ideas of
’tl;]he]y teiosystems of philosophy, though these

ela
are 1o exsou’rll(kileed‘ Religion of Works’ was
ful reajogy- the authors of the Upanishads
regard: earthly happiness, or reward of -j\
o uce'f The ‘ Religion of Knowledge’,
heavenly li ea-ry goes beyond either of these,
o 'the comrlike’ short-lived, and is devoted to
Whlc.h .are 3 lease (Mukti) from this perpetual
obtainie reo?abirth and re-birth (Samsara ),

n y - . -
which are the result of * WORI‘(ISU. htﬂ}\{liorv(:-
lease can be obtained only by - %hat every-
ledge’ which consists of the notion very”
e'ge s b an’ (World-soul) and f\tman
thing s Atr?rhis cingle doctring, whlch.forms
everytolng.h h not the exclusive, subject of
e ‘Ga“‘[;i:h:‘;i was developed in wonderfl?l
tftl]l(lelnezz and subtlety, in' whath;s generally
known as the Vedanta phllosog‘. .religion.—

The intellectual gide of Ve .1(: o
‘The earliest of these Upams.n;3 shmanaS
about the same time as the l'dt'e(: l'fa lio '
and represent the intellectual side ol religion,

as distinct from the ceremonial S.\de (){ \he

Brahmanas. The peff //
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3. Vanaprastha; when after seeing ?#

grandson born to him, he retires to the
forest, either alone or accompanied by
his wife, to live the life of a retired
man devoted to holy thought.

4. Sannyasin; when he gives upall earth-
ly ties and devotes himself entirely
to meditation on the Supreme Soul
( Atman ),

The first two parts of this life correspond to @
‘Religion of Works’ and the last two corres”
pond to a ‘Religion of Knowledge.

The Upanishads.— The Upanishads, ‘Ve-
danta’, as the Hindus call them, should b®
classed more as philosopby than as religion
but the separation between the two is not in
keeping with Indian ideas. Religion is con-
sidered as but a necessary preparation for phi-
losophy. Orthodoxy consisted in the ungues-
tioning acceptance of the social system of
Brahmanic India, and the religious observ-
ances of Brahmanism. Beyond this, free specu-
lation was allowed to the individual whether
it led ultimately to Pantheism {the ultimateé
oneness of the Supreme Soul and the Human
Soul ),ar to Dualism ( the Supréme Soul and the
Human Soul regarded as distinct entities ),
or even to Atheism {(denial of the Supreme€
Soul). The Upanishads, as a class, are the

. are not expounded

THE BRAHMANAS. 23

work of poetic seers rather than philosophers.
They no doubt contain the main ideas of
the later systems of philosophy, though these
in any order or with
full reasons. The ‘Religion of Works’ was
regarded by the authors of the Upanishads
to’ produce earthly happiness, or reward of a
The ‘ Religion of Knowledge’,

heavenly life.
goes beyond either of these,

on the contrary,
which are alike short-lived, and is devoted to

obtaining release ( Mukti) from this perpetual
succession of birth and re-birth (Samsara ),
which are the result of  WORKS’. This re-
lease can be obtained only by ‘Right Know-
ledge ’ which consists of the notion that every-
thing is * Atman’ ( World-soul ) and Atman is
everything. This single doctrine, which forms
the main, though not the exclusive, subject of
the Upanishads, was developed in wonderful
fullness and subtlety, in what is generally
known as the Vedanta philosophy.

The intellectual side of Vedic religion.—
The earliest of these Upanishads are of
about the same time as the later Brahmanas,
and represent the intellectual side of religion,
as distinct from the ceremonial side of the
Brahmanas. The performance of the sacri-
fices, with all the complicated ritual involved
in it, was entirely in the hands of the Brah-
mans. In the speculations of the Upanishads,
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on the other hand, members of the royal casté

and even learned ladies joined. The time of
the Upanishads was

in fact one of great un-
restinm

atters of religion, and of revolt against
the formalism of the Brahmaniéal system, and
leads on Daturally to the two chief religious
reform movements of Jainism and Buddhism.

CHAPTER 1V.

JAINISM AND BUDDHISM.

The reform movements.—The rise of Jai-
nism and Buddhism marks the advent of 2
period of Indian History when approximately
correct dating becomes possible. We have
now a body of traditions which would, in cer-

tain points, enable ys to mark the more im-

portant stages in the development of these

religions. These two religions differed main-
ly from the earlier Brahmanism in their rejec-
tion of the

‘Religion of Works’ as a means
of salvation. This rejection involves in a
way the denial of the authority of the Vedas
and the Brahmanas which are the basis of the
‘Religion of Works’,

fore they are outside
orthodoxy,

To this extent there-

the pale of Brahman
Their fundamental ideas, however,
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are substantially those of the ‘Rellgxizdzf
Knowledge’, as taught in thf’ Upa?:at tha:
We might even say that these ideas e;l e
root of all Indian religions, and all the in-
philosophies. According to th'em a ,actions
dividual soul is faSt' bom:ldabZolr:iZ:(:‘us series
a ), which bring o .

f)i{liir:hs)which may never end. Tdhe lﬁ;’(’)‘s’gt
of one and all of these religions a“d tF; these
phies is to find the way to putanen the soul
series of recurring births so ’flS to fre;ell .
once for all from this unending eatrhterychieﬁy
(o, They difer flrotmtf?:ye 2r‘::ommend for

1) in the means thal 1o ) tpon
;ai)ning this freedom ; (2) in their (f)ut:zo:(ndli)vi-
the nature of the universe and o

i i iews as to the
dual soul; and (3) in their view as 1o
non-existence of so

existence or ( Atman of

1d-soul
corresponding to the world sor s led move-
the Upanishads ). Two KSham-yas and each
ments of reform along these lln1e ing. . The
one had his own particular fol c:;vd in' two
e
teaching of these two were embo]e:inism and
religious systems known to us as
Buddhism.
Jina-Vardhamana. tap
first was Vardhamana Jna ror (Jina), or
called by his followers conque

——The founder of th'e
utra who 1s
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on the other hand, members of the royal CaSt:
and even learned ladies joined. The time ©
the Upanishads was in fact one of great U0
rest in matters of religion, and of revolt against
the formalism of the Brahmanical system, an
leads on naturally to the two chief religio®®
reform movements of Jainism and Buddhism:

CHAPTER IV.

JAINISM AND BUDDHISM.

The reform movements.—The rise of Jal”
nism and Buddhism marks the advent of 2
period of Indian History when approximately
correct dating becomes possible. We have
now a body of traditions which would, in c€r
tain points, enable us to mark the more M~
portant stages in the development of thes¢
religions. These two religions differed main-
ly from the earlier Brahmanism in their rejec-
tion of the ‘Religion of Works’ as a means
of salvation. This rejection involves in &
way the denial of the authority of the Vedas
and the Brahmanas which are the basis of the
‘Religion of Works’. To this extent there-
fore they are outside the pale of Brahman
orthodoxy. Their fundamental ideas, however,
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are substantially those of the ‘Religion of
Knowledge’, as taught in the Upanishads.
We might even say that these ideas are at the
root of all Indian religions, and all Indian
philosophies. According to them all, the in-
dividual soul is fast bound by its own actions
( Karma ), which bring on a continuous series
of births which may never end. The object
of one and all of these religions and philoso-
phies is to find the way to put an end to these
series of recurring births so as to free the soul
once for all from this unending earthly exist-
ence, They differ from one another chiefly
(1) in the means that they recommend for
gaining this freedom ; (2 ) in their outlook upon
the nature of the universe and of the indivi-

dual soul ; and (3) in their views as to the

existence or non-existence of some being

corresponding to the world-soul ( Atman of
the Upanishads ). Two Kshatriyas led move-
ments of reform along these lines and éach
one had his own particular following. The
teaching of these two were embodied in two
religious systems known to us as Jainism and
Buddhism.

Jina-Vardhamana.—The founder of the
first was Vardhamana Jnataputra who is
called by his followers conqueror (Jina ), or
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the great hero ( Mahavira ), because he over-
came or conquered the human passions and
all that they stand for. He lived in the 6th
century B. C. He came of the princely
tribe of Jnatas, and was related to the
ruling family of Vaisali (Basarh ) in Videha
(Tirhut). The main purpose of his system
is to free the soul from its earthly bond-
age by means of ‘Right Faith’, ‘Right
Knowledge ' and ‘Right Action’, called the
three jewels of Jainism, and quite distinct
from the three jewels of Buddhism. He pro-
bably had a comparatively small following
in Vaisali and Magadha, but somewhat later
in the history of the religion, the chief centre
of their activity seems to have been transfer-
red to Malva and Gujarat, where they still
form an important section of the community.
They have also played an important part in
the history of the civilization of southern India,
which owes a great debt to them in regard to
the great work they did in the development
of the early literatures of both Tamil and
Kanarese languages, ,
Gautama, the Buddha.—The founder of
Buddhism, on the contrary, was a Kshatriya
of the tribe of the Sakyas, by name Sid-
dhartha, the son of the ruler of Kapilavastu.
He bore the Brahman surname Gautama,
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and was known among his disciples as the
Buddha, or “‘the enlightened’. He was a
Yf)unger contemporary of Mahavira, and
E:Zcﬁeld of activity during his life-time em-
ed the whole of the territory of Kosala
(Oudh), with the ruling family of which he
W'é.ls related, and the rising empire of Magadha.
Is life activity does not appear to have
€xtended much beyond this region, and is
boundeq on the western side at any rate by
the Jumna. The pillar erected on the site
of his birth by the Emperor Asoka, wasre-
Cently discovered, as also various others of
the monuments that hold some of his remains.
Buddha, like his thoughtful contemporaries,
Was a pessimist, and regarded the worlfi a”s
unreal ; Vanity of vanities; all is vanity
2s he often declared. He sought escape .frf)m
this earthly existence first by the ‘R?hgwn
of Knowledge’, as taught in the Upamslfads.
Failing in this he sought it by 2 cour§e of
Penance and mortification. Not Sat'lSﬁe.d
even with these, he gave himself up to me.dl-
fation, and discovered the cause of all exist-
®ace to be in sorrow. He formulated his
doctrineg in the first sermon at Benares unde,r
“he headings (the four Aryasatyani)‘ sorrow ’,
i Cause of sorrow’, the ‘ removal of sorrow ' ;
"N other words, all existence is SOITOwW; this
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sorrow is caused by the craving of the indivi-
dual for existence, which leads from birth to
re-birth ; this sorrow can be removed by the
removal of its cause, desire; this removal may
be effected by following the eight-fold path,
iz, ‘Right Understanding’, ‘ Right Resolve’,
‘Right Effort’, “ Right Speech’, ‘Right Action’,
‘Right Mindfulness’, and ‘Right Meditation’,
‘Right Living’. This is the famous eight-fold
path of the Buddhists, which it will be seen
was the same in substance with the three
jewels of the Jains. Both alike, it will be
noticed, differ from the path of the Upa-
nishads, mainly in substituting a practical rule
of life, for the abstract attainment of right
knowledge, as a means to the attainment of
freedom from earthly existence,

The basgis of these, congregation not caste.
— Both Jainism and Buddhism also differ
materially from Brahmanism in regard to
their organisation. Brahmanism rests entirely
upon_ a caste basis, and a man’s position both
in society and in religion is determined by
birth ; Buddhism and Jainism on the contrary
make a wider claim to universality. They
declare in theory, that there is no distinc-
tion of caste within the religious community.
In practice, however, the fairly established
social system of the Brahmanic ideal proved

|
W I
|
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too strong for both these reform movements.
The caste system obtains among the Jains
at the present day. Buddhism was, on the
contrary, absorbed by the caste system in
India many centuries ago. Both these reli-
gions, Jainism and Buddhism, are congrega-
tional; whereas Brahmanism consists of
various caste duties performed by the indivi-
dual for his own benefit, and of various
sacrifices and ceremonies performed for the
benefit of the community. The congregational
and monastic character of both Buddhism
and Jainism have had this result: that the
most ancient monuments of India teach us
something about these two religions and let
us know nothing about the Brahmans. This

" defect, however, can be corrected by a

study of Sanskrit literature, which throws valu-
able light on the religion and social standing
of the Brahmans. The language of Brahma-
nism is throughout Sanskrit; the languages of
the scriptures of the other two religions are the
vernaculars of the particular district or of
the particular period to which they belong.
Their influence upon the History of India.
— Buddhism disappeared entirely from India
proper at the end of the 12th century, but it
.still flourishes both in Ceylon in the south,

[P
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and Nepal in the north. It holds sway, how~
ever, in eastern Asia in two forms, the Hina~
)Ir)z;rl\ia,‘or Lesser Vehicle, with its scriptures in
: ,in Ceylon, Burma and Siam ; the Maha-
éa:zi(:rtGir:z;\;er Vehicle., v{ith its literatuce in
% Japan‘ “ f!]pal and in Tibet, in China and
pised Bu(lahi will thus ‘be seen that both Jainism
e ﬂou.riShStclil a.ro.se in the same part of India
g districtse originally in the same region, viZ-
By I;as‘t of th.e middle country, the seat
i rahmanism. They spread subse-
allegiayn::()eothe‘rrep,rions in India and divided the
ok COur,nan( commar-uleda following in the
i rengi(:y, along with Brahmanism. Both
by ns produced large bodies of lite-
im ,sacred and secular. These are of greal
th:yort::c:aefrom the hi.s.torical point of view as
prises g:O“Tz:ntt) traditions which from their
o Bra-hman(. @ reg-arded as independent of
independemma} tradition. They thus provide
of India at theVl.dence regarding the condition
i ()lf(hes e}:xme; wtlere therefore the evi-
e mzt rlee tra(_ht.ions,literary or other,
Condi'tion s Yff ).e c.erta}n that the resulting
not forget h:wz‘vr:rlsthhltStorica‘. Nt
ety #n at in respect of these
::;l:e ahkf:,. the l‘xteratures embodying these
y traditions that have come down 101 us are
works of a later age, though obviousl
y based
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upon works of a much earlier time. (ST

therefore difficult to determine always what

constitutes old tradition and what alteration

these traditions have undergone in later edi-

tions.

CHAPTER V.

RAMAYANA, THE MAHABHARATA,

THE
THE PURANAS.

Their general character. — The last re-
mark is perhaps specially applicable to some
of the Brahman sources which are the two
Itihasas, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata,
and the Puranas. These contain undoubtedly
old matter reaching back even to the time of
the Vedas, but were put together in their pre-
sent form many centuries later than the events
which they describe.

The Mahabharata. —The Mahabharata, a
deeds of the descendants

poem recounting the
in its present form one

of Bharata, contains
hundred thousand couplets of thirty-two sylla-
It is only about a fifth of this large

bles each.
number of verses that is connected with the
main story, the war between the Kurus and

the Pandavas. The remaining four-fifths are




32 HISTORY OF HINDU INDIA.

made up of episodes ( Akhyanas) thrown in
the course of the story without any organic
connection with the main story. Inits present
form therefore the Mahabharata is taken to be
a work of centuries, the various stages of which
could be marked by critical study. The his-
torical ground-work of the story is now believ-
ed to be an actual war waged at a remote
period between the Kurus and the Pandavas,
and an epic poem which forms the nucleus of
the Mahabharata, as we have it now, was pro-
bably put together at least as early as the
fourth century B, C. from traditional war-songs
founded on events which took place at a much
earlier date.

The Ramayana. — While the story of the
Mahabharata relates to Kuru-Panchala, or the
middle country, the scene of the Ramayana is
laid in districts lying to the east of this re-
gion where Buddhism and Jainism prevailed.
It celebrates the story of Rama, a prince of the
family of Ikshvakus of Kosala (Oudh). Its
heroine is his faithful wife Sita, daughter of

i Janaka the king of Videha (Tirhut ). Unlike the Negative
Mahabharata, the Ramayana is on the whole BE— : D Si"’l‘A.
a work with greater unity and is probably the ; P i . OF RAMA b
work of a single author, Valmiki. Though “f’t : 7z ol PN g by Ravi Varmé:
.= -Altogether free from later additions, the main . )
A " C B

: Joshi.
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poem forms a consistent whole, and such his-
torical indications as are available in it would
seem to show that it was composed probably
in the fourth or third century B. C. The charac-
ters that appear in-the epic, itmust be noticed,
must be far more ancient, and may be those
mentioned in the Upanishads. These epics
seem to have pertained originally to the Ksha-
triyas rather than to the. Brahmans, the
language is less regular and more popular, andr
thus differs from that of the Brahmanas and
the Upanishads. At a later time perhaps, a
religious tone was given to it to give the epics

a didactic character embodying, as in fact the
Mahabharata itself does, a vast encyclopadia
of Brahmanical learning.

The Puranas. — The Puranas are closely
Connected with the Mahabharata and mean _
‘ancient tales’. There are 18 of them, and these
consist mainly of legendary accounts of the
fegidns of the world, and of the stories about
the deeds of gods, sages and monarchs in olden
times. Works of this description are referred
to in the Atharva Veda and the Brahmanas,
and they must therefore have been really old.
In their present form, however, they are un-
doubtedly late editions of the old stories.
Some of the dynasties mentioned in these are

known from other sources to haveé ruled in the
3. S.H. H. L.

V
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first five centuries of the Christian era. Others
reach back to the 7th century B. C. and even
earlier. These family genealogies ( Vamsa-

vali or Vamsanu Charita ) constitute one of the

essentials of a Purana. They are generally
thrown in the form of prophetic descriptions
of the ages of the world to come, and of the
kings who are to appear on earth. They
occur in some of the older versions in Puranas,
and give some details in respect of the length
of reigns and dynasties. To some extent the
information thus given finds confirmation in
Buddhist and Jain literature, as also later, from
inscriptions and coins. Though these genea-

logies may be corrupt in many respects, the

corruption can be discovered and valuable
historical information got out of them by care-
ful and critical study.

Jain and Buddhist works, — A similar
problem confronts us in respect of Jain and
Buddhist works as well,  For the earlier period
there are the Dipavamsa of Ceylon compiled
in the 4th century A.D,, and the Mahavamsa
compiled in the 6th century A. D., both of them
founded on earlier traditional chronicles.
They profess to be a record of the history of
the succession of Buddhist pontiffs from the
earliest times, and go back for the beginning
of that history to the arrival of Mahinda in
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Ceylon', circa 246 B.C. They terminate with
the reign of Mahasena, who came to the throne
in the beginning of the 4th century A. D. The

» early Jain historical literature similarly is em-

bodied in a series of Pattavalies or succession
lists of the chief pontiffs of the Jains. Per-
haps the earliest of them were put in their pre-
sent form about the 5th century A.D.; but
there is no reason to deny their being based on
older tradition. A careful comparative study
of all these enables us to attempt the re-c?n-
Sstruction of the early history of India which
may possibly extend to 700 B. C: '
The Sutra period. — This is the' period,.
during which the peculiar form of Ir.ldlan com-
position called Sutra was adopted in general
literary use. This feature is comm'on to these
three sects alike, and can be described as an
effort at the codification of all knowledge.. It
embraces all the different branches of learning.
which were thrown in a form of the greatest
brevity for the purpose of aiding the memo-ry.
The Sutras are very brief statements which
have now become purely mnemonic, and cannot
be understood without the help of a commen-
tary. They preserve a wonderfully con.lplete-
record both of the social and religious .ll'fe ?f
the Hindus and of their intellectual activity in
almost every conceivable direction; but they
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are unhistorical in character and rarely‘ throw

any light even incidentally on the political

condition of the times and countries to which
they belong.

Results of comparative study. — We gait
from such a comparative study of these sour”
ces a general idea of the political condition of
Northern India during this period, say the 6th
and the 5th centuries B.C. As many as sixteen
separate kingdoms are mentioned, the principal
among which are Kosala, Magadha and Malva.
The most important republican communities
that figure in this period are the Lichchavi
clans of Vaisali. There are also indications
of the rise, during this period, of one kingdom
Magadha dominating the rest. In fact the
foundation of the first historical empire of
Hindustan, the Magadha empire, emerges
early in this period.

CHAPTER VI

SISUNAGA TO ALEXANDER THE
GREAT.

Political divisions during the period.—A
comparative study of the Puranas on the one
side, and the Buddhist and Jain traditions on
the other, gives us a certain amount of insight

!
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into the history of India, particularly the
northern part of it, during the period circa 700
B. C. to the rise of the Mauryas circa 325 B.C.
The number of kingdoms into which India,
north of the Vindhyas, was divided during
this period is enumerated as sixteen, in various
places among these accounts. Of these the
most important in the east are Magadha with
its capital Rajagriha, Kosala with its capital
Sravasti, Kasi with its capital Benares, and
Vatsa with its capital Kosambi (near Allaha-
bad ), not to mention the minor kingdoms.
East of these kingdoms was the tribal republic
of Vaisali composed of the Lichchavi.s, a
clan of the Vajjians who had their possessions
both in Vaisali and Mithila (Tirhut); south-
westward of these was the powerful kingdom
of Malva; north-westward of these we find
mention of the important kingdom of Gandhara
which, if the Ramayana is to he believed,
was divided, perhaps later, into two kingdoms
with capitals Taxila ( Takshasila ) and Push-
karavati ( Peukelaotis of the Greeks ).

" The feature of the period. Magadha and
Malva.—The chief feature of this period of

history is the gradual rise of Magadha to the

position of an imperial state. The dynasty of

the Sisunagas, which, according to the Puranas,

was composed of twelve generations, held the
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chief power over Magadha during this period.
Two of its rulers, father and son, Bimbisara
and Ajatasatru, were contemporaries both of
the Buddha and of Maha vira. Very probably
these were contemporaries also of the great
Persian king, Darius Hystaspes. While Maga-
dha was engaged in the east, carrying on its
wars with the neighbouring kingdoms and
the tribal republics already mentioned, Malva
several times attempted an invasion of the
territories of Magadha itself and could be kept
back only with great difficulty. This Malva,
however, was able to subdue the smaller king-
doms of the middle country and bring them
under subordination to itself. The territory
of the Punjab and the kingdom of Gandhara
beyond were thus left to themselves and were
absorbed in the Persian Empire sometime
about 510 B. C, but after 516 B. C.

Across the north-west frontier.—The rise
of the Persian Empire in the region between
the frontiers of India and of the river Tigris
was almost coeval with the period of the rise
of the Magadha Empire in India. The portion
of Southern Asia, between India and the Medi-
terranean, falls into well-marked portions, di-
vided by the Persian Gulf and the Tigris, and
along a continuous line from the upper Tigris
to the Caspian Sea. All west of this line were

SISUNAGA TO ALEXANDER. 39

the seats of ancient civilization which reach
back in history to perhaps 4000 B. C. From 4000
B.C. to about 2300 B. C. is the period when the
civilization of the Sumerians was predominant.
From about 2300 B. C. to about 1300 B. C. was the
period of Babylonian supremacy and from 1300
B.C. to about 600 B. C. that of the Assyrians who
had their capital further north than Babylonia.
Along with these people, we find in the north-
west of the Babylonian territory arace of people
called Hittites, and among thema smaller group
Mittanni., ‘ILhese people seem to have had the
same gods as the Aryans, as one of t‘heir in:
scriptions mentions ‘ Mitra’, “Varuna’, ‘Indra,
and ‘ Nasatya’(the two Asvini Devatas), al'l of
them Vedic in character. We are not yet ina
position to trace the history of the connection
clearly, but this establishes beyond doubt a
connection between the two peoples, whatever
its nature.

The Persian Empire.—This early connec-
tion seems to have been maintained during flll
the period of the history of the Persian Empire
which was founded about the middle of the
7th century B. C. and its greatest monarch be-
fore Darius was Cyrus, the Great. This ruler
extended his territory both east and west, so
that his empire at his death extended from
the Hindu-kush to the Mediterranean Sea along
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ltb.e Syrian coast as weH as that of Asia Minof
Hig son added Egy.pt to the Empire, but bi
empire was overthrown by the usurper Darius
a kinsman of the imperial family, who ascead-
ed the throne as the result of his efforts. It
was he that made a further extension of the
empire eastward, and added the province of
India to the Persian Empire. This province
of India seems to have comprised two divi-
sions, of which one was called Gandhara, per”
haps a kingdom nearer Kabul than in latel
times, and [ndia proper, the territory on both
sides of the Indus to the frontiers of the Great
Indian desert. In other words, this would have
included a part of the North-West Frontief
Province, a considerable portion of the Punjab
and the whole of Sind. It was under Darius
that a Greek mariner by name Skylax sailed
down the Indus and returned home by the sea.
The province of [ndia probably was a part of
the Persian Empire hefore the days of Skylax
This province paid the highest revenues to the
Empire, and must have been the richest and
most populous of the provinces of the Empire. UFFIZL FLORENCE:
Such connection between Persia and India is '
of the utmost importance as it was through the

?ersian Empire that the Greeks were brought

into touch with the Indians, and this communi-
cation between the two gifted branches of the '

See p. 43,

DYING ALEXANDER.
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Aryan race lasted even after the political con-
nections ceased later on. There is a probabi-
lity that this province of India was reconquer-

. ed by the Indians under perhaps the last of

the Sisunagas. This king of Magadha, by
name Mahananda, seems to have continued
the work of his father Nandavardhana in
bringing all the kingdoms of Hindustan under
the Empire of Magadha. The period of the
gradual extension of the power of the
Sisunagas lasting from circa 700 B.C. to circa
325 B. C. was thus exactly parallel to the period
of the existence of the Persian Empire from
about 650 B.C. to 331 B. C.

Sources of history for the period.—For
this period we have the ‘ history ’ of Herodotus.
This work of the ‘father of history’ has for
1ts principal subject the invasions of Greece
by the Persians. In the course of the work,
however, many details are found regarding the
Persian Empire some of which have relation
to India. After Herodotus there was another
Greek by name Ktesias, a Greek physician
who lived in the court of Persia for 17 years
from about 415 B. C. Although much of his
work is lost, we get valuable information
here and there regarding India in what is left
of his work. We can trace therefrom that
Gandhara constituted a province during the
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reign of Cyrus himself, but this seems clearly
to refer to the country on either side of the
Hindu-kush. This province of Gandhara

figures in the Behistun inscription of Darius -

of date 516 B. C. In the later inscriptions of
Darius, however, those in his palace at Perse-
polis and on his tomb in Naksh-i-Rustam
the province of Gandhara is found ngUPed
along with three others to constitute the 7th
Satrapy ( province ), while India figures as the
20th. This Indian province was therefore
something difterentfrom Gandhara,andshould
have included the Western Punjab and the
whole of Sind to the frontiers of the Great In-
dian desert. During the period of Darius and
his immediate successors, India figures as on€
of the provinces, and Indian contingents take
part in the several battles against the Greeks.
The conquest by Cyrus of the coast of Asia
Minor brought a number of Greek cities there
under subordination to him., Other Greeks be-
yond them were taken by the Persians to be the
same people as the Ionian Greeks who had 2
number of colonies on the Asiatic coast. The
Greeks therefore came to be known generally
among the Persians by the name Yauna ( Ioni-

ans), and this name passed into India as Ya--

vana, and designates generally the Greeks
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during the last three centuries before, and the
first two centuries after, the beginning of the
Christian era.

Alexander’s invasion.—After Alexander
the Great had overthrown the empire of Persia
in th< battle of Gaugamela on the Tigris in 331
B.C., he took province after province of the
Persian Empire and came to the Indian fron-
tier, about 326 B. C. He had to pass through
Pushkaravati ( Peukelaotis ) before he reached
the Indus at Ohind. He received the submis-
sion of Ambhi ( Greek, Omphis) the ruler of
Taxila who just before had ascended the
throne. He marched further till he met Porus
on the banks of the JThelum. Porus would not
submit like his neighbour of Taxila and a bat-
tle had to be fought. The battle was at last
won by the Greeks, and Alexander was able
to carry his conquest further east till he reach-
ed the river Beas. He had to return from there,
as his soldiers declined to follow him any
further,

Eastern Hindustan.—The Greeks called
the people that dwelt beyond the river Beas,
‘Prasioi’ (Sans. Prachyah, the eastern).
The Greek and Latin writers speak of
them as one nation, and at the time very
probably the whole territory was united
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under one ruler chiefly through the exer-
tions of the later Sisunagas of Magadha;
but Alexander having had to turn away
from here, he did not meet perhaps the
most powerful Indian State of the time On
the field of battle. He placed Porus as
ruler over his kingdom, enlarged by further
additions, and sailed down the Indus till
he reached the mouth of the river, wherefrom
sending a portion of his army under the
command of the Admiral Nearchus, he set
forward by way of Baluchistan and reached
Persepolis after a march which lasted many
weeks, and caused a large amount of suf-
fering to the army on the way. He seems
to have placed the Indian province under 2
Viceroy by name Philip, with the king of
Taxila and Porus perhaps under his overlord-
ship, with a Governor in Sind. That he ap-
Pointed Indian rulers over the Indian provinces,
in accordance with the practice of the
Indians and the teachings of Manu, accounts
perhaps largely for the absence of any
impression of the Invasion of India by Alexan-
der the Great. As a matter of fact this
Indian province broke up in a iittle more than
a year after he had left India when he died,
a.nd the only effort at reconquest made by
his successor Seleucus in ¢irev 305 B. C-
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proved a failure. All the states and cities
established by Alexander seem by this time
to have been absorbed into the Empire of

Magadha.

CHAPTER VIL

MAURYAN INDIA.

The founder of the dynasty.—The Em-
pire of Magadha was at this time under a
usurper by name Chandragupta, the founder
of the Mauryan dynasty. According to In-
dian tradition he was an illegitimate scion
of one of the great Nandas whose son or sons
he is said to have overthrown. As has
been already hinted more than once, the last
pPowerful Nandas, the two predecessors of
the father of the Nanda overthrown by
Chandragupta, made great efforts, with con-
siderable success, to bring the whole of Hin-
dustan under the suzerainty of Magadha. Per-
haps as a young prince, Chandragupta bore
his part in this effort, and when he appeared in
Alexander’s camp in 326 B.C. he might have
done so with a view to ultimate usurpation by
himself. He probably ascended the throne
sometime about 325 B.C. (the ordinarily
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accepted date is 321 B. C.), and set about vigo™
rously to complete the work of his predecesS"Jrs 5"
of establishing Magadha as the p«'alram"“nt B
power in Hindustan. He took advantage of the '
confusion caused by the death of Alexandel
to occupy the north-western region also, 59
that he became the ruler of the whole of
Hindustan. After many changes that follow= =
ed in quick succession the death of AleX™
ander, Seleucus was able to establish him~ =
self “king of Asia” about the end of the} .
4th century B. C, and it seems to be just bé
fore this that he made an attempt at recon
quering this Indian province. This led to
permanent peace between him and Chandra=s
gupta, the most important clause of whicl =
was the cession by Seleucus of the wholé
of Eastern Afghanistan in return fof
500 elephants. The treaty was sealed 5}' #
marriage alliance, as was usual in thos€
eatly times, and thus Chandragupta was leff
in peace to organise his empire as best a5
he might. v ad
Sources of information for his reign.—
We have a considerable amount of inform-
ation regarding his empire from the accounts
that have come down to us from Megas—f
thenes, the ambassador of Seleucus in the

/ | RASHTR] Aoy,

EMPIRE OF ASOKA.
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are cut out on rocks, or on pillars of stone
Specially erected for the purpose. These in-
scriptions were intended originally to pub-
‘lish broadcast the religious and moral teach-
ings of the Buddha and make them widely
accepted. They are therefore very distinct
in ‘character from the inscriptions of Darius,
which were intended primarily to hand
down to posterity a record of the conquests
of the great king. The places where Asoka's
inscriptions are found indicate in a way the

extent of his empire. They are found gene-

rally in ancient places of pilgrifnage all over
India from the North-West Frontier Province
in the extreme north to the plateau of Mysore
in the south, and from the western extre-
mity of Kathiawar to the eastern limits of
Orissa. There might be other versions of
these edicts still to be discovered in East-
ern Afghanistan and Baluchistan. His neigh-
bo‘lfing kings were in the south, the Chola,
Pandya and Chera kings, as also another
one whom the inscriptions call Satiyaputra,
besides the king of Ceylon. On the Western
Frontier he had relations with the Greek king-
doms of Syria, Egypt, Cyrene ( Tripoli ) to the
west of it, Macedonia and even Epirus on the
Adriatic coast of the Balkan Peninsula. One

of the edicts gives the names of these rulers.
4, S.H. H. L.
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Asoka and Buddhism.—It was in Asoka’s
reign that Buddhism was carried to Ceylon by
a missionary son and a daughter of his, &P
it is in Ceylon that the earlier form of Bud-
dhism, generally called Hinayana, is Pr¢
served yet. The only war which Asoka under”
took early in his reign was a war against
Kalinga, and he is usually believed to have
become a Buddhist in consequence of the
horror that he felt at the bloodshed caused
in this war. The rest of South India m"‘st
therefore have been conquered either by him
before this war or by one of his predeces
sors, very likely by his father Bindusara.

Asoka’s successors.—Asoka was follow€
hy a number of successors, whose names
are mentioned in the Puranas. One or twO
of them figure as prominent Jains, speciany
one grandson of his by name Samprati-
After a duration of about 137 years the
dynasty came to an end, Pushyamitra, the
commander-in-chief of the last of the Mau-
ryas, overthrew his master Brihadratha, the
last Maurya, and imprisoned the minister. H€
then ascended the throne and became the
founder of a new dynasty known to the
Puranas as the dynasty of the Sungas.

Mauryan government.—Such glimpses
as we get of the administration of the vast

SUCCESSORS OF MAURYAS. 51

empire of the Mauryas show the government
then to have been practically what it has
been all along. This consisted generally in
the recognition of the fullest freedom to
govern themselves given to village and
town "communities. These units were thrown
together in varying divisions into districts,
Provinces and empires. While the empire
and the province changed very often, the
change affected the smaller divisions but
little ; hence there has been a wonderful con-
tinuity which superficial observers usually
note down as the unchanging character of
the East, Asoka seems to have aimed at the
establishment of permanent peace within the
empire as most of his edicts would show.
The time had not yet come for the recogni-
tion of the principle of permanent interna-
tional peace, and to that extent Asoka’s im-
perial efforts may be regarded a failure.

CHAPTER VIIL
THE SUCCESSORS OF THE MAURYAS.

Pushyamitra.—The maintenance of peace
In India depends on the existence of a
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strong imperial power. On the downfall of

the Mauryan empire, individual states which
had been united under the empire threw ¢
the yoke and struggled to become inde”
pendent. We have already stated that the
last Maurya was overthrown by his generd
Pushyamitra, the founder of the dynasty
of_the Sungas. According to the Purana$
this dynasty is said to have ruled for 11
years. His son Agnimitra appears in Ka-
lidasa’s drama Malavikagnimitra as viceroy
of Malva, with a son old enough to lead an
army against his grand-father's enemies. His
name is Vasumitra.

His wars and empire.—During
period, we have evidence of two or th
wars successfully carried on by these Sungas
One of these was against the rising powerl
of the Kalinga (Orissa ) ruler by name Kha-
ravela, which did not perhaps end quite su¢”
cessfully for him. Another war had to bE
undertaken against the advancing power of
the Greeks from the north-west, the Gree¥
ruler that figured in this campaign being
Menander ( Milinda of the Buddhists). Thes¢
Greeks had attained so much success- and
occupied so much territory as to have been
regarded dangerous to the empire of the
Mauryas. This Greek danger was one of the

this
ree
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moving causes of the usurpation of Pushyami-
tra. A third war was undertaken against
Vidharba ( Berar in the Deccan ) in regard to
a disputed succession. Pushyamitra celebrat-
ed the Horse-sacrifice ( Asvamedha ) probably
after these successful wars. The capital ap-
pedrs to have been still at Pataliputra, with
perhaps the seat of the principal viceroy in
Vidisa ( Bilsa ) in Eastern Malva, even possibly
Ujjain. The extent of the Sunga dominions,
according to inscriptions and coins, included
the ancient kingdoms of Panchala and
Ayodhya with what was perhaps Magadha
before. This empire, though considerable,
was still an empire much reduced from that
over which Asoka ruled.

Kharavela.— The kingdom of Kalinga-
seems to have regained its independence of
the Mauryas themselves, as the inscriptions
of Kharavela shows. This Kharavela carried
war probably westwards, and - an
Andhra king Satakarni is mentioned in this
connection. After this he lays claim to having
invaded various parts of Northern India three
times in succession, with uniform success.
From the evidence available, we can date
Kharavela about 160 B. C.

The Andhras.—The decline of the Maurya
in Southern India by the

ot a

empire is marked
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rise of the Andhra kingdom. The Andhras
were probablir a Dravidian people, originally
occupying the tract of country between the
Godaveri and the Krishna, with their capital
at Sri Kakulam, not far from Bezwada. The
first ruler of this dynasty comes into, view
about 220 B.C. as a great power with nis
territories extending in the Deccan almost
from coast to coast. The Andhras were
probably in subordination to Asoka, from the
way they are mentioned in the edicts, and
would seem to have asserted their indepen-
dence soon after his death. The dynasty
thus came into importance somewhere about
220 B.C. and continued to be in power till
about A.D. 240. The Puranas mention 30
kings of this dynasty and ascribe to them
a total period of 456 to 460 years. The
Pauranic duration is in many ways sup-
ported by the evidence of inscriptions and
coins.

The two kingdoms of Bactria and
Parthia.—Contemporaneously with the rise
of the kingdom of Kalinga and the Andhras
in the South, the part of India which was
taken from the Greeks by Chandragupta,
and which formed a part of the empire of
the Mauryas, broke away. While Asoka was
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still ruling, two states estal')lish.ed the;r ;ncrl:
pendence of the Greek kingdom o k.yn :
about 250 B.C. One of these was the king

i rom
.dom of Bactria which takes 1ts name f

. T king-
. Afghanistan. This
Balkh in Northern A8 from the Mauryan

separated
o o f kush, and was founded

empire by the Hindu- , o
by pDiodotus and lasted till about 135 B.

i ions of
when it was swept away by the incursion

It is
the Sakas ( Scythians) from the N;:rtih.North-
the rise of this power that detached

. ire. The

western India from the Indian fml:al‘:fending
. f Parthia e

other was the kingdom o the Caspian

from the south of Persia to lasted till
Sea, This Parthian power alsofaxistence
about A, D. 226 and went out Oh i\ndhras
almost about the same time.as the the com-
of Southern [ndia. At one time, al B. C., the
mencement of the second century b. &

s far as
Parthian territory extended almost a

ingdoms,
the river Indus. These two new king

If
however, were occupied, thrOl.lghOllt th? ?:in
' in struggling to man}r:s -
their independence agai.nst tf.le m::;: ° o
Syria. The last great invasion dor A
tiochus the Great about 209. B. C. pded in
the acknowledgment of the n']depemme o
these two kingdoms. Bactria becffl e (he
centre of Greek influence and that 1n

of their existence,
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spread into India. The whole of the Bud-
dhistic art of’ Gandhara, as well as that of
the coins of the dynasties that ruled in the
north-west of India, shows this Greek in-
fluence completely. When the Greeks CO".'
quered the north-western part of India, 1t

seems to have been under minor Hindt~

chieftains, the name of one of whom W€
find mentioned as Sophagasenus ( Sanskrit,
Subhagasena ).

The Kanvas.—During this period of
change the imperial power passed from the
hands of the Sungas to a Brahman dynasty
known in history as the Kanvas. The first
of the Kanvas came to the throne in con-
sequence of the murder of the last of the
Sungas. This dynasty comprised four reigns
and lasted for a period of about 45 years,
ne., from about 73 B.C. to about 28 or 27 B. C.
Very little is known of these Kanva kings
except the fact that about the last date
mentioned above, the dynasty was over-
thrown by the Andhras. Which of the
Andhras actually overthrew the Kanva
it is difficult to say in our present state of
knowledge of their history. .

The Andhra kingdom under the early
Mauryas.—The Andhra kingdom about the
time of Chandragupta is . described as 2
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STATUE OF ATHENE

EXCAVATED NEAR PESHAWAR.
(SPECIMEN OF GANDHARA SCULPTURY.)

STATUE OF BUDDHA
AT LORIAN TANGAI, PESHAWAR.
(SPECIMEN OF GANDHARA SCULPTURE.)
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powerful kingdom by Megasthenes. It in-

cluded 30 walled towns and maintained an
army of 100,000 infantry, 2000 cavalry and

1000 elephants, with its capital at Sri Ka-

Under Asoka the Andhras appear as
When the distant
er his

kulam.
subject to his empire.
provinces broke away from the empire aft
death, these took advantage of the oppor-
tunity, and not merely set themsel.ves u.p
independently but even extended then_r terri-
tory so as to take into it soon after,
much 'that belonged to the empire of Asoka.
The Andhra empire extended, under the se-
cond king by name Krishna, as far at-least as
Nasik near the sources of the Godaveri. Under
the third king Satakarni there was probably a
war against the Kalinga kingdom then under
its third king Kharavela of the Cheta dynast’y.
Some generations after this, the.z Andhras
became the imperial power in India. We do
not know much about the first 18 rulers of
the dynasty while we have very much more
information regarding the last 12 wh? are
called the later Andhras, for com{emence.
According to the Puranas their total
Period was 460 vears. The most remarkable
among these later rulers was King Hala, a
Patron of literature, and himself the author
of a Prakrit work, Saptasatika. Two later
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rulers, known respectively as Gautamiputra
and his son Pulumayi, played a great part in
their attempts to keep out foreign tribes
which had effected settlements in Western
India, in subordination probably to the Par-
thian sovereigns across the frontiers of 'ndia.
They perhaps acknowledged the overlord-
ship of the next dynasty of rulers known as
Kushanas, the greatest among whom, as we
shall see, was Kanishka. The last great
Andhra monarch probably ruled from A.D.
173 to A. D. 202. He distinguished himself
against the enemies of the Andhras, and
extended his influence even beyond the
seas, as in some of his coins appears the
figure of a ship. We do not know what
exactly were the causes that brought. about
the overthrow of the Andhras. The empire
seems to have first broken up into two parts,
eastern and western, and ultimately disap-
peared. Almost at about the same time, the
empire of the Kushanas passed out of exis-
tence in Northern India. Thesge two events
took place almost simultaneously with the
rise of a new dynasty in Persia in A. D.
226, the Sassanian dynasty, We do not know
whether these three events had any connec-
tion among themselves, nor what took place

f
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immediately after, till the rise of the Pallavas
to power in Kanchi, and of the Chalukyas in
Badami sometime later in the 5th century A.D.

CHAPTER IX.
TO THE RISE OF THE GUPTAS.

Bactria and Parthia.—We have already
stated in the last chapter that the Greek king-
dom of Asia, under the dynasty founded by
Seleucus, broke up about the same time as the
empire of the Mauryas in India. Two states
which formed part of the former became
kingdoms of considerable importance. Or}e
of these was in the immediate neighbourhood
of India, and arose out of the province of
Bactria under the Persian Empire. The ot.her
perhaps began with the portions stretching
from the Caspian Sea to somewhere,ne:flr
Herat, and extended ultimately to include in
it not only the whole of Persia, but even
considerable parts of Baluchistan and S'outh-
ern Afghanistan. This is known in hlsto‘ry
as the kingdom or empire of Parthia.
These two kingdoms, Bactria under a Greek
governor who successfully revolted from the
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authority of the grandson of Seleucus, and
the Parthian under the dynasty of the Arsaces,
were constantly exposed to the attacks of
various tribes who moved from the western
parts of the Chinese Empire, southwards and
westwards, for other lands. J

New tribal movements.—These were
great nomadic or wandering tribes who broke
loose from north-western China, and moved
on in search of new settlements for them-
selves and . their cattle which formed their
wealth. These drove before them, as they
moved on, various other tribes already settled
nearer the frontiers of these two kingdoms.
Under pressure of this movement, the king-
dom of Bactria went out of existence after
a short duration. Parthia was able to hold
its own much longer but made room for at
least some of these moving peoples in its
own territory.

The Sakas and the Yueh-chi.,-—Of these
peoples we have to remember two who came
into connection with Indian history. It was
a race of people known to the Chinese as
Hiung-nu (Hunas) that set up the distur-
bance. .The Yueh-chi moved before them,
and fell upon the Sakas who had probably
settled on the northern side of the Jaxartes
(Syr Darya) and drove them from there.
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+ rulers, the mos

It was perhaps at this time that they went

and settled down in the country whiclriiis
now Afghanistan and N. W. India. 'lhe
Yueh-chi that settled in the immediate neigh-
bourhood of the northern frontier of i3ac-
tria, -ultimately destroyed the Bactrian king- -
dom itself, and one tribe among them, .the
Kushanas as they are called, mov.ed into
Eastern Afghanistan and the P,unjab and
formed a kingdom of their own. I'he S‘akas,
on the other side, seem to have continiled
under the authority of the Parthians. They
seem from time to time O have moveci east-
wards and formed settlements of the1.r c?wn
in Sind, Kathiawar and Gujarat as d.IStlnct
from th:)se who had already settled in the
North-West Frontier Province. It i§ two dynas-
ties of these Sakas that distinguished tlierii-
selves against the Andhras, one€ dvnasty in
the Deccan under Nahapana, and th.e oiher
in Malva under Chashtana and his 'suc-
cessors, the most distinguished amongithe':r:\
being Rudradaman. Simultaneously ~ with
these the various Kushan settlements gra-
dually gathered together under a set of
t remarkable among them
being Kanishka.

The Kushan empire.—As far as we

know at present the various Greek settlements
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were overthrown and small principalities
were formed by various Dbranches of
these Yueh-chi tribes and some Saka tribes
before them. ‘These were all gathered to-
gether under a powerful ruler, who is believ-
ed to be the first ruler of a united Kushan
kingdom, which included in it considerable
parts of the Punjab, the North-West Fron-
tier Province and Afghanistan on this side
of the Indus. By the time that Kanishka
succeeded to the throne, perhaps about A. D. 78,
the power of the Kushanas extended so far as
perhaps to extend their overlordship over
the Saka dynasties in India, already refer-
red to above.

Kanishka.—Kanishka, the third ruler of
this dynasty, succeeded to a kingdom already
brought under one rule by the labour of his
predecessors. He was able to extend it to
the river Ganges in the east, and made his
northern and western frontiers come into
touch with the Chinese and Roman Empires
respectively. He is, however, known more
in connection with his patronage of a new
development of Buddhism, known as Maha-

yana Buddhism, which is the form that re- -

ligion took then, and which obtains now in
China, Japan, Siam and other Buddhist
countries. He sent out an expedition against
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the Chinese, and succeeded where his pre-
decessor had failed. He not only got rid of the
obligation to pay tribute to the Chinese Em-
‘Pire, but he constituted also the province of
- Khotan on the frontier between Tibet and
China, subordinate to him. It was probably

he'that sent an embassy to the Roman em-

Peror Trajan in A.D. 99. It was during the

latter part of his reign that a great Bud-
dhist Council was held (4th Buddhist Coun-
Cil) in Kashmere, under the presidency of
his religious adviser Parsva. The great
Buddhist scholar and divine Asvaghosha
lived in his reign and wrote the life of the
Buddha, Buddha Charita, in Sanskrit epic
form. Kanishka’s capital was at Purusha-
bura, modern Peshawar, where recently a
casket of relics of the Buddha was unearthed.
This was enshrined there in a stupa ( tope)
by Kanishka who built also a very large
Monastery near it., Some parts of this, at
any rate, were in existence when Hiuen-
Tsang visited the place in the 7th century
A.D. Kanishka’s empire on the western side
included Kashgar and Yarkand, in addition
to Khotan.

Changed character of Buddhism.—It
Was from the date of Kanishka’s Council
that it js generally believed that the
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Buddha was made a god amidst 2

large number of gods of varying degrees
of importance. Along with this chang€

came other changes also to meet the de-

mands of popular worship. Various element‘Sv
Indian and foreign, went to make up this
new Buddhism, which is different in many
essential particulars from the Buddhism of
the days of Asoka. The Buddha was wor
shipped, and the Buddhistic pantheon ©f
the days of Kanishka and his immediate
successors find visible expression in the
sculptures, generally known as the Gan-
dhara sculptures. These works of art show
themselves to be more or less a separaté
branch of the Greco-Roman art.
Kanishka’s successors.—We know Oof
three or four successors of Kanishka who
seem to have maintained the empire be-
queathed to them by Kanishka. Some memo-
rials of their existence are found in coins
and monuments, and a few inscriptions-
The power of Kanishka’s empire began tO
decline from the last quarter of the 2nd
century A.D., just about the same time that
the Parthian Empire in Persia and the AD-
dhra Empire in the Deccan began also to
decline. The new empire of Persia under
the Sassanians began in A p, 226, just
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about the time that both the Kushana
Empire in the north and the Andhra Empire
in the south of India went out of existence.
We do not know for certain whether the rise
of this new empire of Persia, or the fall
of the previous Parthian Empire, had anything
in’ common with the decline alike of the
Kushana power in Northern India, and of the
Andhras in the South.

The Sakas.—Of the two branches of the
Sakas mentioned already, Nahapana and
his successors maintained themselves in the
coast region of the Deccan on the western
side for two or three generations till they
were overthrown by the Andhras, Gautami-
The
dynasty founded in Malva by Chashtana

seems to have had a longer duration, and

counted six or seven generations,

most remarkable among them being Rud-
radaman, the Maha Kshatrapa of Malva. He
fought successfully against the Satakarnis
or Satavahanas, and after a successful battle
he entered into alliance with them. It was
one of his daughters that was married to
the Satavahana king Pulumayi. All through
this period the extreme south of India
Seems to have been left to itself as a se-

Parate part of India. As we have already
3, S, H, H L.
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pointed out, Asoka’s power did not extend
into the interior of this region, although an
attempt at conquering the Tamil kingdoms
had been made. Failing in this attempt the
Southern kingdoms were accepted by the
Maurya Asoka as treaty powers. This state of
independence of the imperial power, whatever
it was, was quite as true in regard to North
Indian as to the Deccan powers. These South
Indian kingdoms maintained their indepen-
dence throughout this period. Within this
region they had their own wars and alliances
but they on the whole seem to have main-
tained their territory in sufficient peace 10
allow of the possibility of considerablé
communication in the interior for pros-
perous commerce with the outside world
We do sometimes hear of claims put for-
ward in behalf of these Southern powers, 10
certain specific achievements against the
rulers of Northern India.

The third century A. D., a dark
period.—Even in respect of this parti-
cular region we lose the light that we
have, just about the time that the Kushanas
and the Andhras go out of existence ; that
is just about the middle of the third cen-
tury A.D. One reason that we fail to have
information is the decline of Roman and

e i
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Greek commerce with the coasts of South
India, a part of the explanation of this
decline being found in the changes which took

.place in the Roman Empire itself. It is

strange that there should have settled over
the whole of India this particular darkness at
this period for which no satisfactory explana-
tion has yet been given. Lack of information.
is not always lack of history. The decline
of the Andhra power seems to have taken
place about the same time as the rise of the

Pallavas in the south-eastern and southern

part of their dominions. It is the extension

of the power of these Pallavas that made
the ancient landmarks of the Tamil country
disappear. We shall take this up in the next

chapter.

CHAPTER X.
THE GUPTA EMPIRE.

The rise of the Guptas.— We stated in
the last chapter that for about a century
after the last of the Kushanas, we have
no certain information as to the history of
Northern India. Almost at the end of this
period, in or a little previous to A.D. 319;
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a new dynasty emerges into light which
is known to history as that of the Guptas.
The first important member of this dynasty
was one by name Chandragupta, who mar-
ried a princess Kumaradevi, belonging t0
the family of the Lichchavis of Vaisali.
This marriage led to the foundation of the
dynasty, which is one of the greatest Hindu
dynasties of Northern India. Chandragupta
probably began life as a petty chieftain
of some territory in Magadha and rose by
this marriage gradually, becoming the sove-
reign of Maharajas (Maharajadhiraja). It
i1s somewhat peculiar that he struck coins
in the joint names of himself and his
queen, and his son and successor generally
described himself as the son of the daughter
of Lichchavis. These facts indicate the im-
portance of this marriage connection. This
Chandragupta extended his dominions along
the valley of the Ganges up to Allahabad
and ruled the territory which included Tir-
‘hut, South Behar, Oudh, and adjoining dis-
tricts. It was probably his accession to the
throne that marks the foundation of a new
era, the Gupta era, beginning in a.D. 320-
21. He died about the year A.D, 330, and
was succeeded by his son Samudragupta
the son of the Lichchavi queen.
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Samudragupta.— Samudragupta " proved
to “be one "of the greatest sovereigns not
only of the Gupta dynasty, but also among
Indian sovereigns. Samudragupta was a very
accomplished man, skilled in music, poetry
and all the arts of war and peace.’ He
was a great conqueror who brought under
subjection to him all the kingdoms of Nor
thern India of which nine are mentioned
by name. He also .similarly imposed his
authority upon eleven of the South Indian
"kingdoms, but restored these to their res-
- pective rulers, perhaps placing them under
tribute. In his southward march he cameé
by way of the East Coast as far as Kanchi,
and returned almost by the same route
back to his .capital which probably was
Pataliputra. Ayodhya and Ujjain were al-
ternative capitals of great importance dur-
- ing this period. His territory at the end of
his period of conquests embraced practically
the whole of Hindustan as far west as the
Punjab, Rajputana and Malva, which at
that time appear to have been under the
control of various tribes living under ré-
publican institutions. Samudragupta’s king-
dom proper extended from the river Brah-
maputra to the Jumna and the Chambal
on the west, and from the foot of the

1
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Himalayas in the north to the river Narbada
in the south. Surrounded by a string of

kingdoms hoth in the east and the south,
were at least nominally

his influence however

placed under tribute,
beyond these limits.

extended very much
diplomatic relations with the

Kushan rulers of Gandhara and Kabul, and
with the ruler of Ceyloo. Having effected
such vast conquests he celebrated the horse-
sacrifice, Asvamedha, and struck a medal

in celebration of this &
Personally he was an accomplished man

as has been already stated. He seems to have
been, in his youth, under the teaching of
Vasubandhu, a celebrated Buddhist divine
and author. None the less his religion was
Brahmanism, as the celebration of the
horse-sacrifice would unmistakably indicate.
His reign lasted probably up to A.D. 375.
Chandragupta II.— Samudragupta  Was
succeeded by his son who is known to his-
torians as Chandragupta IL, son of his queen
Dattadevi bv name. Chandragupta was al-
ready associated with his father in govern-
ment as Crown Prince ( Yuvaraja). It is. this
Chandragupta that assumed the title Vikra-
maditya. [t is generally believed now, that
it is this title of Vikramaditya assumed by

He was in

reat event.
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this sovereign, which has given its name to
tshe era going by the name Vikrama, the
thaemvat .Era. He made efforts to complete
empire of his father by extending his
conquests towards the south-west as far as
the sea by bringing under his empire Malva
and Gujarat, and the peninsula of Kathia-
war (Surashtra) which had for centuries
been under the dynasty of the Sakas, generally
called the Western Satraps. This addition he
:?I;).e:;;ss tto 4have made during the period
s 0 401. The extension towards the
bian Sea brought the Gupta empire into
contact with the outside world by way of
::: :.:V We have already pointed out in
lous chapter that there were two
bran?hes of the Western Satraps or Sakas,
one in Konkhan and the other in Gujarat
and Malva, and that the Konkhan Satraps
were overthrown by the early Andhra
rulers. By this conquest of Chandragupta
II., . Saka rule in India came to an end.
After a long reign, like those of his father
and grandfather, Chandragupta die;l about
tl_)e year A.D. 413. The capital of the em-
pire.-under Chandragupta II., was ‘probably
Ayodhya, and as has been pointed out al-
ready Ujjain in Malva and other cities like

J
,%
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Kosambi were cities almost of equal impor-
tance, as also Pataliputra, the Maurya ca-
pital. It was during this reign that the
Chinese traveller Fa-Hien travelled in the
country. The record of his travel gives a

glorious account of the condition of the
its highly civilized and

The condition of
been prosperous

empire and of
orderly administration.
Buddhism seems to have
notwithstanding the fact that the ruler himself
was Brahmanical in religion.
Kumaragupta I.—Chandragupta Vikrama-
ditya was succeeded about A.D. 413 by Ku-
maragupta, his son by Dhruvadevi, dis-
tinguished as Kumaragupta L by historians.
The reign of Kumaragupta appears to have
been a peaceful one generally, and it is at the
close of his reign that the great scourge of
civilization, the Hun invasions, broke into

India, about the middle of the 5th century.
Kumarag,upta’s reign was comparatively

speaking a peaceful one till about the. year
A. D, 450 when a war had to be waged against
a powerful nation called Pushyamitras, who
inflicted a severe defeat upon the imperial
armies. The evil consequences of this defeat,
however, were averted by the energy of the
Crown Prince, Skandagupta, who, in his pre-
Paration to avert this great calamity to his
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dynasty, is said to have been driven to the
necessity of sleeping for a night on bare earth.

Skandagupta.— This energetic prince Su¢
ceeded his father a few years later, and had to’
encounter a far more serious danger, namely
the invasion of the Huns from Central +Asia:
These people who in large tribes moved
away from their position in the heart of
Asia, divided themselves into two, one branch
throwing itself upon Europe, and the other,
called the White Huns or Ephthalites, I)O“red
into India. For about a century the Huns
were a source of constant danger to civiliza-
tion itself. So far as India was concern”
ed, the power of the White Huns was put
an end to finally about the year 540 by the
patriotic efforts of the last great Gupta
Narasimhagupta Baladitya, and another greal
ruler Yasodharman of Malva. Skandagupta’s
defeat of the Huns inflicted such a check
upon them that he regarded himself as hav-
ing saved the empire from destruction. The
inscription describing his victory says that
he hastened with the news of the victory t©
his mother, just as Krishna, when he had
slain his enemies, betook himself to his
mother Devaki. He celebrated this victory
by erecting a pillar of victory surmounted
by a statue of the god Vishnu. This victory !
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was in fact great as we find Skandagupta’s
authority extending to the western extremity
of the empire. It is there in Surashtra (Ka-
thiawar ) that one of his viceroys repaired
the ancient embankment of the Girnar lake
and constructed a temple consecrated to Vi-
shnu. Skandagupta’s empire extended from
the Brahmaputra to the Punjab and Gujarat.
In the latter part of his reign, however, say
about A. D. 470, the Kushan kingdoms of
Kabul and Gandhara were overthrown by
the Huns, and this time Skandagupta was

not as successful against them as on the
his death about A.D.

Gupta empire,
lasted through

former occasion. With
480 we may date the end of the
although the imperial dynasty
two more generations.
Puragupta and Baladitya.-—Skanda gupta
was succeeded by his brother Puragupta. It
was very probably in his reign that the coin-
age debased in the reign of Skandagupta,
perhaps owing to the necessities of wary was
reformed and restored to ifs original condi-
tion. Puragupta’s rule was 2 comparatively
short one, He was succeeded about the year
485 hy his son Narasimhaguptd, with the
title Baladitya, already referred to in connec-
tion with the Huns. He showed special fa-
vour to Buddhism, and a beautiful and costly
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tSm.ple -dedicated by him at the Buddhist
Sez:lvf)r;lgiuteow; Nalanda, in Magadha, was
however, is hr; dSang_ But Baladitya’s namé
by hisde’featofnled down to historical fame
about the year the cruel Hun ruler Mihiragula
his son Ku‘, A. D. 528. He was succeeded by
Gupta emern 40Pt II and with him the
though the[r)ee ,act“ally comes to an end
in the mj was a.local dynasty of Guptas
Th middle of Hindustan.
Gupt:s gufnta‘ periOd--‘*'l‘he period of the
of Hind ° of th_e !’“ghtest in the history
2ble Tu India and is in many ways remark-
alm(;st 528 d}I’tnahSty lasted from A.D. 313 to
four great r.uler a: a SLlcFession of three of
more than a Csew ose pf’f"od of rule occupied
rulers were ort:tury. ['he majority of the
it were a fresh odox Hindus and gave 2%
Sanskrit literat sart o Brahmanism, and
of the older Pure in all its branches. Several
form in this iranas were put in their final
received s -penod_ _A” and architecture
been Dointpi;cIal attention also, and, as has
tended froni di(;lt: already, Gupta influence ex-
ri".f:';?rhOxus in ther:ltof:t?:x):s:n the south to the
e H —T o

the repertl::{ "Ihe.emp're was subverted by
check gi 'nvasions of the Huns. The

given to their advance in India by

-
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Skandagupta had only the effect of holding
back their incursions for a time. They
soon however effected a lodgment in the
ierritory round Kabul and Gandhara, super-
seding the last of the Kushan dynasty there,
to enser India from this as & permanent

base, We hear of two rulers, father and son,

among these Huns, Toramana and Mihi-

ragula. It was this Mihiragula, a very cruel
man and persecutor of Buddhism, who was
defeated hy the combined armies of
Gupta Baladitya and Yasodharman of Malva.
Mihiragula formed by treachery a contem-
borary kingdom for himself in Kashmere
and came to a cruel end. One other event
which marked the decline of theGupta empire
was the formation of the kingdom of Valla-
bhi in Surashtra ( Kathiawar). This kingdom
which was carved out of the western pro-
vinces of the Gupta empire Jasted till about
A. D. 770, and was in a very flourishing
condition when Hiuen-Tsang visited India.
The Gurjaras.—Another effect of the in-

vasion of the Huns was the foundation of a
in Central [ndia. The

osely allied to

the

Gurjara kingdom
Gurjaras are regarded as cl
the Huns and founded a considerable king-
dom in Rajputana with their capital at
Bhilmal, a short distance north-west of
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Mount Apy,. These were able to form an
imperial kingdom with their capital at
Kanauj as we shall see further on. They

had also 5 minor kingdom with its capital at:
Broach, These foreign invaders left various

clans and familjes, particularly in the central
region of Northern India, al] of which prac-
tically became hinduizeq in course of time.
The rank and file of them became the caste
of Gujars who are foung all over Hindustan.
It is from oyt of these people that there sprang
the Rajput families of later India, The
White Hun State on the Oxus was put an
end to py the incursions of the Turkish
tribes in the middle of the sixth century.
The extension of his power gave India
pPeace from foreign invasiong for very near
five Centuries, during which time India was
left to develop herself ip her own way.
The three divisiong of India.—Of Nor-
thern India we know but little during the
later half of (pe sixth Century, which period
thus provides another of those dark periods
which usually  follow a  bright epoch in
Indian History, One feature is certain, and
that is the absence of & paramount power in
Northern India, From (pe period of the

Sxigai it could speak of the His-

tory of India, jn three compartments :

1 "

—— e
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History of Hindustan, that is, Nort'hern India ;
History of 'the Deccan, the portion c.orres-
Ponding to the Andhra empire; and History
of South India, the portion which stood out
of the empire of the Mauryas, Andhras ar.ld
€ven of the Guptas. We shall take them in

this order,

CHAPTER XL
THE EMPIRE OF HARSHA.

A new dynasty.—When India (?mkerf:::
into light after the half century of darkn
Teferred to at the end of the last chapter, FVT
find it once again under the rule of a pC;W:r :1
Monarch, Harsha by name, who f“le( Lon
A.D. 606 to 647. The Hun invasions, W.e
they put an end to the imperial Gupta dyna;t:"
Perhaps left India under a numl:ver off Doni
Fulers, |¢ probably took some time orh se
Power to stand out as the overlor(?amO"gt g
litt]e states, The turn came this t.,me t.o Stlhl?:d-
Visvara ( Thaneswar ) where a Chleftam" g .
by Marriage to the family of the Guptas, o
into some importance at the end of thf Skl ra
Century, This chieftain, by name Prabhaka
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Vardhana, had to carry on wars to keep out
the Huns from the north-west, and to get
under his control the rulers of Malva and the
smaller provinces immediately adjoining his
own paternal state. He had two sons and a
. daughter, and about the end of his life he sent
both his sons at the head of his army against
the Huns of north-western India. The elder
had marched into the enemy couatry ; the
younger, commanding the rear, was advan-
cing more slowly when the news of the last ill-
ness of his father took him back to the capital,
and before the elder son could return the
father had died.

Rajyavardhana.—The elder of the two sons
Rajyavardhana by name, succeeded his father
about A.D. 604, but his rule was quite short. His
sister had been married to another chieftain
helonging to the Maukhari family. Heis called
Grahavarman and his father’s name was Avan-
tivarman. Their capital city was Kanauj. The
king of Malva at the time went to war against
this Grahavarman, put him to death and threw
his queen Rajyasri, the princess of Thaneswar,
into prison. The news of this calamity was
brought to Rajyavardhana immediately after
his accession. Rajyavardhana marched at
once to help his sister. He defeated the Mal-
va king, but found that hig sister had escaped
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and fled into the forest of the Vindhyas.
Rajyavardhana himself was in turn assassi-
nated by the king of Central Bengal, by name
Sasanka. The double calamity came sud-
denly upon Harsha, the younger of the
two sans, who after some reluctance assumed
authority, and set out on the march against
Sasanka to avenge the death of his brother.
Having done what he could to turn out Sasan-
ka from the region of Kanauj, he set forward
in a hurry in search of his sister. He at laét
discovered her, while she was about to commit

berself to the flames, in the depths of the Vin-

dhyan forests. He saved her from this immo-

lation, and brought her back to live with him
at his capital. All this took place in the year
A. D. 606 which marks the commencement of
the reign of Harsha. .
Harsha's reign.—Harsha had a long reign
of more than forty years during which he ex-
erted himself greatly to unite all Hindustan
at any rate, under one central authority. He
had constantly to be at war and set out' at
Once against Sasanka of Bengal and against
some of the Gurjara tribes who had settled
themselves in various localities all over the

western half of India. Having quieted the
6. S. H. H. L.



82 HISTORY OF HINDU INDIA.

central region and brought Sasanka t0 a
healthy fear of his rising power, Harsha also
made an attempt to extend his power to
the south of the Vindhyas. In this campaign
which perhaps took place about A. D. 620, his
power received a check from the great: Cha-
lukya ruler of the Deccan, Pulakesin L. Harsha
failed so completely to break through the lin€®
that defended the Narbada frontier of Pulake-
sin, that he thereafter made no further attempt
to extend his territories on that He
carried his arms further westward, howevel
and defeated Dhruvasena Il. ( Dhruvabhata ),
king of Valabhi, who married his daughter
and acknowledged himself feudatory to his
father-in-law. The last campaign undertaken
by Harsha was against Gahjam, on the coast
of the Bay of Bengal. In the course of 4
thirty-five years’ period of war, Harsha €X~
tended his authority and influence from
Assam in the east to Kathiav@ar in the wesh
and. from the Narbada in the south to theé
Himalayas in the north,

side.

He maintained his
authority undiminished in this vast regio?
by constant touring.

Hiuen-Tsang and Harsha.— It was during
Harsha’s reign .that the great Chinese ra-
veller Hiven-Tsang came to India and tra-
veiled through the country. He spent a number
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of years in the territory of Harsha himself, and
became a much respected friend of his. From
w.hat Hiuen-Tsang says of Harsha’s em”
pire we are enabled to form a clear idea of the
Cha.racter of his administration. ‘The adminis-
trative arrangements seem to have been framed
on benign principles. Taxation was compara-
tively light, compulsory labour was paid forand
such personal services as were exacted from the
subjects were placed under restrictjon. 1here
was liberal provision made for charity to vari-
ous religious communities. Crimes of a serious
character were rather rare,although the admini-
stration of criminal law was severe in compari-
son to what it was under the Guptasin the fifth
century. Official records appear to have beer
kf’Dl by special officers. Education was widely
diffused, particularly amongst the Brahmans
and the Buddhists, King Harsha, like
many other Indian sovereigns, was a,f-’-rea(
patron of learning. He wag ’also a writer
of no mean order. There are at least threeé
'cll‘l:em:rse;f l:is in existence at the present day.
est among hj
the author of the I:i,slt](l):izf):m poels was Bana'.
Charita or ‘ The Deeds of;{ mma’nce e
great prose work in \Sar aTSh“ '3"‘13""_“’er
Harsha’'s religi lSkn{' Kadambal’l:

the last years ofgl(::ilﬁs l'attltude. R

s life Harsha appears
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to have been inclined towards Mahayana
Buddhism, chiefly through the influence
of the Chinese traveller Hiunen-Tsang. His
sister Rajyasri was a Buddhist all along, and
Played a prominent part in his patronage
of Buddhism, Harsha celebrated, during
the period Hiuen-Tsang stayed at bis capital,
two great religious festivals, one in Kanauj
and the other in Prayag ( Allahabad ), which
are described elaborately by the traveller.
LarEe distributions of money and arlticles
of dress were made on the latter occasion.

Harsl,a’ like several other Indian monarchs,
the nobler teachings

Paid  attention to
Though there was

0 .. .
fan religions alike.
Considerable ill-feeling among the various

Sects that inhabited this vast territory, perse-
Cution ag such does not appear to have been
Practised generally. One exception must how-
ever he noted. The Bengal ruler Sasanka, al-
Teady referred to in a connection not very
Onourable to him, was a staunch worshipper
of Siva., He is said to have uprooted the
Bodhi tree of the Buddha in Gaya,and to have
broken iy pieces the stone marked with the
foot-prints of the Buddha.

. Like Akbar, Harsha brought about disputa-
Uions among the learned men of the various
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CHAPTER XI
THE EARLY CHALU

 Between the Andhres ao0 il
Y&B.ﬁAS &\teady pointed out iﬁ
chapter. from about A.D. 225 when
vy dynasty passed out of €
fuling power in the Deccaf
of the history of that region 10
From the glimpse of the Decea
we get from a study of the
cription of Samudragupta, we
bably the whole of the Aﬂdhr’
Parcelled oy among a numbero e
taing among whom the Pallav“’
Promineny in the east, atid the

ashtrnkutas Umodets Mahra"“

e SOuth-western corner ol
Canara and North Myso™®

wilhy";:m_fy of rylers called

Which, 'elr capital at Banavas! o
i Ver § of local importance

F i three centuries of W*

Nd a new dynasty workin#

Power over 1he whole .of this re
.18 the Chalukya dynasty which
dlvide imo tlwo braﬂChel in " i
places thay they ruled, namel]-

. e
DURGA TEMPLE AT AIHO

BIJAPUR DISTRICT.
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teligions prevalent in his time. But he seems
to have exhibited his partiality for Buddbis™
lr_ather too plainly ; so much so that it is be~
t:\e:ef?)lzl‘:v:mempt upon his life was m‘ade :)3:
which Cmec;rs of a Brahmanical religio? 0
the occasio pf"“?h'?ems were meted out® ar-
sha’s celeb nb- of his public assemblies, Ha ]
dinate soy rat-‘ons were attended by all Subo!‘
kara 0‘; Aerelgns”“mong them Kumarabhf‘sl
of Valz\bhis-sam ( Kamarupa ) add Dhruvasend
At the e“dlﬂfWestem India should he now._'
habad, the of the great celebration 0 /f’”“
an esc’onv triaveller Hiuen-Tsang was givet
China. Alz;::t sent on his return journey to
envoy to Chi:, the year 641, Harsha sent 2
year with g éi_wh(’ returned the followin®
Chinese .soﬂvere-"n,ese mission bearing '(he
year the Chine”!.ns reply. In the followin¥
before its arrsi: |se“-t another mission, PV
died, A D. 647, pg o jops Harsha ba¢
s he left no son to succe®

him tt

1ere was

distu s a usurpation and consequent
urbance, and conseq

© Arjuna

y ausur er —r1
ed by on Per.—The throne was usurp”

e of the mini
s Al‘june Ministers of the late KiNE
3 Or Arunesvara, His bad
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then subordinate to China. The ambassador
at the head of a Tibetan army wWas able to in-
flicta defeat upon Arjuna, and took him away
a prisoner to China. [n thecourse of this war
some parts of India, such as Tirhut, became
subject to Tibet, and remained so for some -
time. The empire formed by Harsha through
. passed out of existence
in this manner, about A. D 650, and Northern
India broke up into 2 number of small
and independent states. The chief King-
doms that composed India imnwediately af,ter
the death of Harsha, and before the coming
of the Muhammadéns, were Kashmere, Pun-
iab, Sind, Malva, Kamarupa ( Assam) and Ka-
linga. Al these kingdoms figure separately,
in the history of the period that follows. Tt}_e
only successful effort at uniting all these again
in one kingdom was made by a Gurjara ruler,
about the latter half of the ninth century. by
name Mihira Bhoja of Kanauj. But before
taking up that story, W€ shall have to try and
learn something of the history

of the Deccan
and South India during the period of the Gup-
tas and of the empire of Harsha.

many years’ exertion
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tof time also this dy-

and the Western. In poin
tlier and the

nasty is divided into two, the Ea

Later Chalukyas, What is said in this chap-

ter has reference only t0 the Earlier Cha-

lukyas,

The Chalukyas.—The Chaluky
to be of Rajput blood and came into the
Deccan table-land from the North. They
seem to be in some way connected with
one of the tribes of the Gurjaras, and it

seems to be from them that the Solankis
The first important

as claimed

claim their descent.
Sovereign of the dynasty was the founder,
Pulakesin I. who, about A- D 550, made
himself master of Vatapi (Badami in the
B_ij“mlr district ), and esla blished a small prin-
tipality round it. He made efforts to extend
his power and is also said 10 have perform-
ed an Asvamedha, or Horse-Sacrifice. His
two sons, both of whom ruled in succession,
Xtended his conquests by subjugating Vvas
Tious other clans, among them the Mauryas
of the Konkhan, the coast region between the
Western Ghats and the sea. ‘Fhis probably
was a settlement of thle ancient Mauryas O
the famous imperial dynasty. The second
of the brothers mentioned above Was ruling
ostensibly in behalf of his nephew Pula-
kesin 11 who was too young at the time his
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e

s S5,

father dieq. After the death of his uncle
he ascended the throne, but (he earlier gt
riod of his reign wag disturbed by  other
claimants to it from among the sons of his
uncle, Having overcome such resistance a$
they were able tq Put up against his- suc-
Cession, he wag formully crowned in the
D A 0800, ik date of his accession
being one year earlier. It wi thus be seen
that he came to the throne almost about the
Same time 44 his great contemporary of the
North, Harshy. :

Pulakesin 11 and the Eastern Chalukyas-
*'-~Pulakesin L s ™Y v be regarded as the
greatest among the Earlier Chalukyﬂs. The
first twenty years of his reign he devoted
to the conquest of all the neighbouring
Petty states, constituting from out of these
A Spire . #1 Succeeded so far in this
eﬂ"qrt' that aboy¢ the year A.D. 620 he was
able tq defend successfully  ¢he Deccan
against jg invasion by Harsha. “the em-
peror - of Hindusran. In the course of his
rapidly (perhapg the €nemies he had to
contend Against jp the South and the east
were go troublesome ), that pe Constituted the

Basterm pdrt: of his. dominjong into an im+

portant Viceroyalty which he entrusted to
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his Younger brother who ‘is known to hlstor'y
as Vishﬁuvardhana. This brother .had his
Capital firstat Pishtapuram ( modern ftnhapur):
A few years later he made himself .mdepenh-
dent. The dynasty that he founded is kn»ow.d
s the Eastern Chalukya dynasty. It .lastg
from about A. D. 609 to A. D. 1070 whfan it w:;l':f
United with the then reigning imperial Chola
dynasty of the South.

Pula]);esin II. and the Pallavas.— ﬁf:;:
the repulse of Harsha on the Nlalr‘ ::ed
frontier, Pulakesin successfully est;f)lfs :
himself a5 a great ruler, and his arzf
SPread so far that he had the .honf)urthe
"®Ceiving an embassy from Persn'a l'n_d =
Year A.p, 625-26. This embassy is sz.nt.
€ commemorated in a frf.:sco pa{;‘l”:::f
N one of the caves at AJa"“a- 'tofy
Hiuen-’[‘sahg passed through hlS' ter-: the'
the king was then ruling at a (‘rl!y }lﬁue"-
"orth which is taken to be Nasrk. e
Tsang was much impressed with the p B
of Pulakesin,  He was also abl? to S(;ek z
Aja"ta paintings which take hlgh r;ﬁuen;
Works of art, In the year followm: IR
Tsang’s visit, that is in A: D. 642, t c; e
4 great war between the Pal'la'vas., w K; ¥
established themselves in Kan't.:hl, ant .
Chalukyas. The Pallavas so far go
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better of the Chalukvas that they marched
upon the capital city Vatapi ( Badami), set fire
to it and created an interregnum for thirteen
years, having probably killed Pulakesin if
the course of the fight.

Vikramaditya I.—Afrer this interregnum
of thirteen years one of the sons of Pulake-
Sin, by name Vikramaditya, succeeded to
the throne about A.p. 655, after inflicting
a severe defeat upon the Pallavas and
capturing Kanchi their capital. It was during
his reign that a branch of the Chalukyas
established itself in Gujarat, where it
resisted the coming in of the Arabs in the
next century. The war against the Pallavas
continued throughout the rest of the PeriOd
of the existence of this dynasty, which lasted
through four generations after Vikramaditya
. The Pallava capital was several times
occupied, and as many times the Chalukyas
were beaten back from it.. The last such
occupation of Kanchi was made by Vikrama-
ditva 1L, about A. D. 740,

.Subversion of the dynasty.—In the
middle of the eighth century, ¢, e, some-
where about A, p, 753, the :iynas,ty was
overthrown by a chief who is called Danti-
durga. He Jaid the foundation of a new

T,,
x
,f
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i i from
dynasty in this region, which lasted

A.D. 753 to A. D. 972, and is known to l.us-
tory as the Rashtrakuta dynasty. ]?urlr(l)g;
the period of a little over two Cemu“ei!ea
Chalukyan rule Buddhism had be,.gll" lobeint-’.
line* considerably and was ’g’mdu‘l“—y and
superseded in influence by Bml.lmal?l.sm rew
Jainism. The Puranic form O_f Huu‘husx.x;:;; o8
in popularity, and the Ja_ms OLC'FSI these
influential position in mociere iderable
latter we are indebted for B conSlllvema_
body of literature, both Sanskrit anc

Sular.’ It is during this period that r;:?de:l;
Hinduism takes shape and 'me WO{‘: w‘;mle
Vishnu and Siva claims prdc“ca“yiolnl of the
body of Hindus. The Cen"al-rega way the
Chalukya territory became 1fl ent of con-
headquarters of Jainism. O."e e.V.t ry during
siderable importance in Itld'ar.l g (f) the Par-
this period was the immigration © ants, ac-
sees from Khorasan, These lmr?lfir to ,save
cording to tradition, fled to o

: Muham-
on by the
themselves from persecutl SIS T

madans, and established fhemf the Bombay
Sanjan in the Thana district 0
Presidency, in A.D. 735
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CHAPTER XIIL
THE PALLAVAS.

Their origin. — Since the break-up of the
Andhra power in the Deccan in the’ firs!
quarter of the third century A. D, the south’
eastern parts of it, particularly the regio”
extending from the Krishna to the South
were in the occupation of a number of Ch'ei
tains who came to be famous later a$ the
Pallavas, When the Pallava power conce”
trated so far as to be counted a single dy
nasty, they came to be known as the pall’
vas of Kanchi. The region where they firs
come into notice is the region known 10 y

mil literature as the beginning of Vf‘d“g 2

18
country (the land of northerners). I
this region that has, in later times, beeﬂ‘

strongholds of Reddi families, several

whom carry their ancestry to the Pa“av ]

Who 'these Pallavas exactly were is not

0
a settled matter. There is one schoo!

opinion which says they were foreig®®
akin to the Sakas and the Parthians (P2
lavas), who came and settled in this 1¢F'
and made themselves independent sub
quently, There is another possibility
these were indigenous clans or tribes
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when they assumed possession of the land
belonging to the earlier Tamil Tondaman
chieftains assumed the Sanskrit name Pal-
lava, the equivalent of the Tamil Tondaman
Whatever it be, we hear of them in this
same® region, and their grants are issved

from two or three capitals, Kanchi, Palak-
kada and Dasanapura, all

figuring in in-
scriptions as though they were separate capi-
tals. As far as it is possible to
present, two or three distinct dynasties of
the Pallavas, separated from one another in
point of time, get merged about the commence

ment of the seventh century, or a little earlier,
in the great Pallava family of Kanchi. ‘lheir
exact contemporaries,theChalukyas of Badami

we dealt with in the last chapter.

The greatest ruler of the dynasty.—The
first great ruler of this dynasty was Simha-
vishnu, whose son Mahendravarman extend-
ed his territory first of all towards the
south, at least as far as Trichinopoly.: He
is the ruler to whom must be ascribed the
construction of a large number of the cave
temples of Southern India. His son Nara-
simhavarman, known by the title Pallava-
Malla, was perhaps the greatest of the fa-
mily. He carried on the work of extension
of the Pallava power begun by his father

know at

M
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The principal enemies he had to contend
with- were the Chalukyas who ever showed
a tendency to advance south-eastwards from
their territary. Narasimha had to fight many
wars against them, and ultimately was 5
far successful that he laid siege to Vatap
(Badami ),the Chalukya capital, burnt it dow™
and left an inscription of his on one of the pil
lars of victory in the town. This occasio™
ed, as already stated, an interregou™
(an interval between kings ) of thirteen ye“’s'
The date of this event is about A.D, b4~
It was during his reign that Hiuen-Tsa"
paid his visit to South India and was i
some time in Kanchi. Narasimha gave pr
tection to the fugitive king of Ceylon who 100
partin the sack of Vatapi ( Badami), He alé?
sent a naval expedition of considera?
strength to set his friend on the throné ¥
his ancestors in Ceylon. One such e"p,e'
dition failed, but the next one succeeded i"_'
object. It was he that planned the consﬁf“cﬂo,
of the sea-port town of Mamallapuram ( M"hﬂ,
balipuram ), He was also in hisown way 4 pd
tron of literature. It was during his timé ahe
that of his father that two or three of

principal Saiva devotees flourished, nat® i
Appar, Sambandar and Siruttondar. ol
just possible that several others of the sal

i
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and some among the Vaishnava devotees
are also referable to this particular reign.

Occupation of KXanchi.— Under Nara-
simba’s successors, Kanchi suffered retribution
from the Chalukyas who at least on two occa-
sions®occupied it. There are inscriptions of
Vikramaditya Chalukya in the town itself, one
of which is in the Kailasanatha temple, con-
structed by Narasimha’s grandson, Narasimha
IL, just about the time that the Chalukyas
in the west were overthrown by a rising of
the Rashtrakutas. There was also a civil
disturbance in Kanchi. The family of Ma-
hendravarman was overthrown and another
great Pallava ruler, a member of a collateral
family, placed himself on the throne. The
name of this great ruler is Nandivarman,
who called himself also Pallava-Malla.

The last great Pallava, Nandivarman,
Pallava-Malla.— Early in his reign he suffer-
ed a defeat at the hands of Vikramaditya 1L,
the last of the Early Chalukyas, who remained
for a time in occupation of the town of
Kanchi, as stated already. When ultimately
the power of these Chalukyas was over-
thrown by the Rashtrakuta Dantidurga, with
the title of Vairamegha, the same policy
was continued by him, During a short

% : Sy H, Ho L
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reign of two or three years Dantidurga
was able to march upon Kanchi and lay
siege to it. This war ended probably in a
treaty, Nandivarman perhaps for the time
‘being acknowledging Dantidurga as his over-
lord. Thereafter Nandivarman ruled peace-
fully for a long time, the duration of his
reign being fifty-two years, perhaps more.
With his death we might say that the period
of the great Pallavas came to an end. They
bad, during the whole period of their exis-
tence, to maintain themselves against two
enemies, the Chalukyas in the north and
north-west, and the Pandyas in the south.
When the revolution in the Chalukya terri-
tory gave the Pallavas peace on the north-
ern frontier, they were able to throw them-
selves whole-heartedly into the war against
the Pandyas in the south. The war against
them began perhaps under Mahendravar-
man and continued under his successors.
The "river Kaveri seems to have been the
frontier between the spheres of these two
dynasties. Several of the battlefields be-
tween them are found close to the river.
Three or four successors of Nandivarman,
‘with comparatively long reigns, find mention
in inscriptions, In the reign of Aparajita,
the immediate Successor of Nandivarman, 2
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great battle was fought at Sri-leraml)i)'a,
near Kumbakonam, about A. D. .872, with the
Pandya king Varaguna, in which the latter
suffered a defeat. This, however, seems to
have weakened the power of the .Pallavas S0 -
much ¢hat about the close of the ninth century

a new dynasty of the Cholas was able to

establish its power so far as to develop into

the imperial Chola dynasty of the following
turtes.
th'rl?ﬁeozllfl%l{;: e.s;nd the Pallaya ascenﬁexln)cf,
—During the whole of the period of tlu(;:l la;
lava ascendency in the South, the mi\
seem to have lost their gr'eatr'less.
considerable part of their territories s;ze:::
to have beer under the direct control o

intain
Pallavas, though they were abl.e to m.’«,‘l
’ perhaps as subordinates, it may

emselves, in the extreinities of

even be as fugitives, he o
their kingdom. Chola families are mention

ed both by Hiuen-Tsang and in inscriptions
i ’ ynast
in the Cuddapah district. The nttzzrdi)n lh)er
rose first in the Pudukota fronti i
south. At any rate, till the battle nez;r "
bakonam, referred to above‘, the Ctl;lo zllrsldian
not appear prominently 10 Sou
History.
The Pandyas and the P r
gard to the Pandyas, however,

allavas.—In re-
we have
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fl?:i):ol:viorimat;o’-l t}?at they were able to hold
bt t,hen t ?e.lr distant corner of the South,
Assisted b ;lSmg power of the Pallavas.
Pallavas '\ynti € constant wars between the
were allov:/e(; e Cl_lal.ukyag’ the Pandyas
it o to- remain in comparative \peace
Pandya i"ltones. We hear of one great
Sundrya Pa:;wn generally by the names,
title Ninr'ls'ya, Kun Pandya, or by the Saiva
Pandya th‘atlr Nedumaran (the Mara or
ot i stood beautifully erect, having
ing prosperit PERS Pandya of endur-
°riginal}y '1y 5 .He was said to have been
vert to Saiv; Jain, and  became a con-
Saiva devmesm through the influence of the
ed by a suc(;e S?mba"dar- He ‘was follow-
constant war(f?::mn of rulers who carried on
against the Pa]le .on the northern frontier
power withi v keep this aggressive
Kaveri 'ntheir boundary, the river

y as  stated alteady, . It .was oné 90

his s
ucces
sors, by name Varaguna, the

second
last Paltl);vtahiuTame’ between whom and the
bakonam, refe er the great battle near Kum-
The I;'a'sm;rred to above, took place.
—While the Praﬂ{utas and the Pallavas:
by this const allava power was exhausted
ant warfare, the weakening Was

aggrav
| ath by three invasions from the

2
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north under the Rashtrakutas, in one
of which the Rashtrakuta Govinda IIL
claims to have levied tribute from one of
the rulers of Kanchi. A subsequent Rash-
trakuta invasion under Krishna III. ended
in the occupation of Kanchi, and Krishna
claims to.have destroyed even Tanjore. Du-
ring this period rose another dynasty of rulers,
the Gangas of what is now the state of
Mysore. The rise of this power on this side,
the hostility of the Rashtrakutas and their
invasions from the north, along with the attacks
of the Pandyas from the south, made it im-
possible for the Pallava power to continue in
existence much longer. The early Chola king
Aditya, the first of the name, the son of the

founder of the new Chola dynasty, claims to
whole of the Pallava

historically
d of about
bout 600
f- exis-

iefs

have conquered the
dominions, which perhaps is

true. The Pallavas, after a perio
400 years under this dynasty, and a
years in various forms, passed out ©

tence, except for a numbger
P o A%
all over the Pallava d mrrgf\s

themselves Kadavas #hd fuled as
E /e No e

in various localities. f/ =
Monuments of the Pallava ascendency.

—During this long m«& apparently-of’

the arts of peace were not neglected. SO
\ % ’-9|°3 e ‘ii.
V2 B /;?J'

- 2 maADR®
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far as the visible monuments go, a large
number’ of the existing temples owe their
existence, and some of the more ancient ones,
considerable extension, tothem, Learningand
literature seem to have found encouragement
also. Buddhists and Jains, and Brahmanical
Hindus lived together and flourished. [t was
from Kanchi that the Buddhist Dharmapala,
among others, went to Nalanda to become the
chief professor of the University there, Most
of the Saiva devotees flourished during this
period as also the Vaishnava saints, Several
of the Tamil classics of the later schools

were written during the time. Having said’

so much of the Pallavas, we shall revert to the
Rashtrakutas to whom we have already
made two or three references.

CHAPTER XIV.
THE RASHTRAKUTAS.

The founder of the dynasty.—As al-
ready stated in a previous chapter the
Chalukyas were overthrown by a new dy-
nasty founded by the Rashtrakuta or Ratta

THE RATHS OF MAHABALIPURAM,
BUILT N THE 718 CENTURY BY A PALLAVA KING.

THE PENANCE OF ARJUNA.
BAS.RELIEF ON ONE OF THE RATHS AT MAHABALIPURAM.
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Dantidurga, as he is called. He took pos-
session of Vatapi (Badami) from the Chalu-
kYﬁS_and carried his conquests farther afield
into the Pallava territory. He laid siege to
Kanchi, and perbaps entered into a trealy

f the time, Nandi-

withe theffPallava ruler ©
he became un-

varman, For some reasom
as deposed by his uncle who

became ruler instead, under the name Krishna.
He is known to historians as Krishna L
Krishna I.—It was this ruler who com-

pleted the establishment of the Rashtrakuta
in the Deccan: QOne branch of

t and established itself in
It was during his reign

that the famous monolithic temple of Kai-
lasa at Ellora was constructed. Krishna
by his son Govinda II. whose

popular and w

supremacy
his family wen
Gujarat as well.

was succeeded
reign was very short.
. Dhruva.— He was
younger brother Dhruva,
prince and carried on St
claims victory over the
Bhinmal (in Rajaputana ), knowa to histori
by name Vatsaraja.
Govinda III.— Dhruva was succeeded by
his son Govinda, called Govinda lil. by
He was the greatest king of his
extended from the

succeeded by his
who was a warlike
ccessful wars. He

Gurjara king of
ans

historians.
dynasty. His power
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Vindhya mountains and Malva in the north
to Kanchi in the south. His brother Indra
Raja was by him appointed viceroy of
Southern Gujarat ( Lata). He probably ruled
from A.D. 793 to A.D. 815.

Amoghavarsha.— He was suceeeded by
his son Amoghavarsha, who had a very long
reign of sixty-two years, from about A, D. 815
.fo A.D. 877. During this long period he was
constantly at war with the Eastern Chalukyas
whose capital was now at Vengi (near
Ellore). It was this ruler that transferred
his capital from Nasik to Malkhed (Sans.
Manyakheta; Arb, Mankir) in the Nizam’s
dominions. Amoghavarsha retired in favour
of his son Krishna, the second of the name.
Amoghavarsha’s patronage of letters was great.
Various Jain leaders, such as Jinasena and
Gunabhadra, enjoyed the greatest favour in
his court. It was one of Gunabhadra’s pupils
who compiled the Tamil lexicon known as
Chudamani Nighantu. Of Krishna 1., we
know but little.

Indra III.— He was succeeded by Indra
IIl. who had a very short reign of about two
years, from A.D. 914 to 916. He undertook a
successful expedition against Kanauj, now
under a Gurjara dynasty. Hijs attack was
so far successful that for g short period
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Mahipala, the greatest ruler of that dynas.ty,
was dethroned. It was probably during
his reign that Surashtra (Kathiawar) was
finally lost to the Gurjara dynasty of Kanauj.

Krishna III.—The next ruler of tl?e Ra-
shtrakutas was Krishna IIL. who cla‘1m5. to
haVe‘occupied Kanchi and destroye.d 'Ianjc?re
after a battle with the Chola km.g Raja-
ditya, in A.D. 949. For a sh'ort time the
Chola power seemed quite echpsed. by the
successful career of this monarch. His pow?r
extended all over what is Mysore. now, in
addition to the Rashtrakuta dominions pro-
per in the north, and he had prob.ably the
northern portions of the Chola terntoryk.un-
der his power. He was succeeded by a kiug
named Kakka II. under whom the Rashtrakuta;
dynasty was overthrown by a descendan't oe
the early Chalukyas, known b){ the m;}r:ll3
Taila, the second of the name, in A D. J¢2.

The end of the Rashtrakutas. ,I:Ie?w
powers.—The dynasty founded by .Taila
is known in history as that of the. I;ater
Chalukyas or Chalukyas of'Kalyar;,' ro:x;
their capital city, Kalyan, 1n th'e izam
dominions. The establishment of t.hns dyna;ty
took place almost at the same time ass tlt';tlt
of ‘the great Chola dynasty of the (;Lthe,
and of the dynasty of the Paramaras

 p—



106 HISTORY OF HINDU INDIA.

modern Pawar) of Malva with their capital
at Dhara. Thehistory of almost the next three
centuries is a history of the struggle for.empire
among these two dynasties in the Deccan
and the one in South India. During the whole
period of power of the Early Chalukyas and
the Rashtrakutas, the eastern portion of the
Deccan was under the branch of the Chalukyas
established there by Pulakesin 1. They
continued to rule through the whole of this
period and maintained themselves in inde~
pendence till they were absorbed into the
empire of the rising power of the Cholas
about the end of the tenth century.

CHAPTER XWV.

KANAUJ.

Early history.—Kanauj, which twice attain-
ed to the dignity of the capital of Northern
India, once under Harsha and the next time
under the Gurjaras, was the capital of the an-
cient kingdom of Panchala, and is now repre-
sented by a petty town in the Farrukhabad dis-
trict of the United Provinces. This ancient

L 3
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MAR1927 o

See p. 107.

THE TEMPLE OF MARTANDA.

Photo. Bourne and Shepherd, India,
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Panchala was divided into two parts : the
Northern, with its capital at Ahichchhatra
the Bareilly district), and the
apital at Kampilya (Kampil
strict). Both these ancient
capitals were thrown into obscurity when Ka-
nauj developed rapidly under the empire of
Harsha, at whose death a period of disturbance
followed, as has been stated already. The
usurper Arjuna treated a Chinese embassy
disrespectfully and was punished for it by
the ambassador with the assistance of the
rulers of Nepal and Tibet. This was a period
of rapid advance made by Tibet, so much so
that practically the whole of the frontier of
India on the northern and western side passed

under its inflnence.
Yasovarman.— What exactly took place
in Kanauj soon after this incident, we do

not know till we come toO the reign of 2
king by name Yasovarman (to be carefnlly
distinguished from Yasodharman'of Matva ),
who sent an embassy 1O China about A.D-
731. In his reign a war took place between
Kanaunj and Kashmere. The Kashmerian
king Lalitaditya Muktapida defeated Yaso-
varman (about A.D. 740), dethroned him and
carried off as prisoner the famous Sanskrit
poet Bhavabhuti, the anthor of the Uttara

(Ramnagar in
Southern, withits €
in the Farrukhabad di
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Rama Charita, Malati-Madhava, etc. Then
followed a succession of wars between Kash-
mere and Kanauj, and Kashmere always had
the better of it till at last a ruler of Bengal, by
name .Dharmapala, overthrew the reigning
soverelgn at Kanauj, and put on the throne
in his stead a relative of the dispossessed
royal family, about A. D, 800.
kiﬂT;leif:irﬁra kingdom of Bhilmal.—This
by ti S turn was deprived of his thron€
¥ e ruler of the Gurjara kingdom i
Rajputana, about A. p. 816. The latter
Wil called Nagabhata, and had for his
caplt.al Bhilmal. He was the founder of
theblmperial Gurjara dynasty, and it was
g:;l;l;llymh;that transferred the capital fro™
stantly at w gk I‘.he Gurjaras were €of”
the Rashtral‘:rtw”h G, southern neighbours:
took on the u} és of the Deccan, and the Waf
the " foreign character of a struggle betweef
[ I I‘[[. ”fll|ers and the native races
to victory "wle. i R‘"‘Shtrakxnta, lays claim
the Grurjara(s‘aln;l his northern neighbour$
thing of the ear| eyond this we know A%
reign of Mih-r y G"rl:“raﬂ till we come to the
emperor, ira Bhoja, the great Gurjar®
Mihira Bhoja.~He

; f
about fifty years, had a long reign ©

beginning about A.D. 840
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His dominions included the Cis-Sutlej states
of the Punjab, most of Rajputana, the greater
part of the United Provinces of Agra and
Oudh, and what is now the state of Gwalior.

It is probable that Gujarat and Malva (Avanti)
On the eastern

the kingdom

were also under his rule.

boundary of his empire was
of Bengal and Behar, ruled over by a dynasty
On the west, it touched

known as the Palas.
Muhammadan chiefs

upon the territory of the
of Sind, while it had for its immediate rivals

the Chandel kingdom of Jejakabhukti (Bun-

delkhand ) on the south and the Rashtrakuta
in the south-west. The distribution of his
as both

coinage indicates that his empire w
vast, and his reign long, though we have no
account left to us either of the empire or of

the character of his reign.

Mahendrapala.— The next ru
son and successor Mahendrapala, who main-

tained the empire of his father intact. In
his reign flourished the famous poet Rajase-
khara. Mahendrapala was succeeded by his
eldest son, named Bhoja IL, who ruled but

ler was his

for a short time. ;
Mahipala.—He was succeeded by his half-

brother Mahipala who suffered defeat at the
hands of the Rashtrakuta king, Indra L,
and lost the province of Surashtra to the

RO TR e
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Rashtrakutas pern :
§ ianently, ab
out A.D. 916. first fank nominally, Was not 2Bl i
and exact always the

The Sans
anskrit drama C
lrama Chandakansikanatakam its superi iti
superior position

was first en: A
Devapala U:;‘)Z‘efi in the court of Mahipala.
defeated ’by m‘hu‘cc«ass()r of Mahipala, was
king Yaso\’uns. contemporary, the Chandel
Y'd‘sovarmanCnd,ll of Bundelkhand. This
Khajuraho an?nﬁmcw(l the great temple at
V"Shnnwhichkl housed there the image © {
LTt e cnm‘pelled the Kanauj Kin&
successors, th ’ h‘f“- Under Devapala’s
and then er»ll'e empire lost first Gujarat
alior, so that the Gurjara empire

obedient and willing co-operation of the other
thus fell @ prey 1o the

5 -
‘ Rajput states, and
under its last raja,

Muhammadans early

Jayachand of Kanauj.
Kanauj and the Muhammadan inva-

sions.—During the period, therefore, of Mu-

he : : s
ammadan invasions Kanauj was ruled by
elonging 10 the Gahar-

founded by Chandra-
ember of this
grandson of

a succession of kings b
war dynasty of Rajputs

deva. The most jmportant m
Govindachandra,

broke
up at the c¢
0 : | :
century. mmencement of the llth ! dynasty was
End of th Chandrac P
e Gurjara 3 » 1 dradeva, who ruled irom 1104 to 1155.
ara empire.— During all L Under him Kanau] attained to sOme€ of its
d was regarded as a consi-

this :
period 2
L new f
orce ha - é
had entered Indid: past greatness an
Jayachan-

The Arabs had eff

71-2 o he]p.e;fltscled entry into Sind (A D. derable power by coP

“{nh o Rasmmkuf_n“selves there in alliance | dra, who was defeate

Gurjara power l)eca'(‘,S of the south. When the | ¢kl -
RO of Is= \ Muhammadans 1o esl

lam b
egan to &
DO :
tha sortl pour in inlarger 1 i i :
-western pa yumbers throug® indachandra’'s grandson.
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Kanauj
anauj was expos
xposed to the f : led : : 3 i
ull force of this to dissensions preventmg the Rajputs from

new Mosl i
em invasion. It is . | |
is by the overthro® presenting a umle_d/ir—l-.(‘)'nt e Chanira

lemporaries.
d by Muhammad Ghori

10S€ defeat enabled the

ablish themselves,
[t was a family

was

(t)lf the empire of Kanauij agall
1at succeeded the nauj under a Jdynasty madans. The defeat and death of]uyﬂchandra
= established Muhammz\dzm rule 1in Northern
y developed i

hammadans were
n the courseé
mplete TV

Gurj:

jara, that the Mu-

selves in India Dermame to establish them India, which gradoall

Qybasty of Kans f\nenuy. gt L Rajput of three centuries to-a €©
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le in Hindu-
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I'\:;:;;t‘e [?eccan itself. It is their defeat .y the
Rajpu::“;ldans at 1‘<anauj that compelled the
Rajputanao move into various localities 0
reigni and lay the foundations of the
gning Rajput families of to-day.

CHAPTER XVI
BUNDELKHAND, CHEDI AND MALVA-

Ka?;ihih?ndels of Bundelkhand and tb°
history rfl’s o‘f Chedi.-- Before closing the
hav 1o ()t kHlndu India in the North, 'we
ruted rea y .note of two dynasties whic
Malya S,l;}ectwe‘y in  Bundelkhand a“d
(Jej;\k‘ b - Chandels of Bundelkha?
wh a hl\kll) come into some promine“‘fe
we:: the Gurjara Paribars of foreign or;gtf;
ninth :VerthrOWn by them early I
to hav:muryf These Chandels appf!ﬂf
Chhats, acquired a small principality “the
frontierspu; and gradually advanced up ' .
tenth Ceno Kanauj. In the early part? o
Kanayj ;]llry,.‘ghey threw off the YOK°
by the JRv: ;n Its king Mahipala was defed
The ot oKuta king, Indra L, in .09 7
st Chandel to assume indepeﬂden

ted

n
first
eal
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was probably Harsha. It was his son, Yaso-

varman by name, that compelled Mahipala’s
Successor, Devapala, to make over to him the
image of Vishnu which he enshrined in the
temple built by him at Khajuraho. The most
distiaguished member of the family was
Dhanga, son of Yasovarman, who had a long
reign and lived to a ripe old age. He bore his
part in the league of Hindu princes formed to
resist Sabaktigin, about A. D. 989 or 990. His
son Ganda figured in the opposition to Mahmud
of Ghazni. In A.D. 1023, Ganda’s son was com-
pelled by Mahmud Ghazni to surrender the
fortress of Kalanjar, upon which depended
largely the military power of the kingdom.
About this time a new dynasty comes into
Prominence, the Kalachuris of Chedi. The
first ruler Gangeyadeva made an attempt
at bringing Chedi to the coveted position
of the paramount power in Northern India.
His project of empire was taken up by his
son Karna, who in alliance with the con-
temporary ruler of Gujarat overthrew the
great king Bhoja of Malva, about A. D. 1060.
Karna himse!f, however, soon after met with a
repulse from Kirtivarman Chandel, who res-
tored the glories of his house. Under the

Patronage of this Chandel king flourished the
8. S H H. L
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famous Krishna Misra, the author of the alle-
gorical play entitled I’r:nhmlh;n-()hu|1(lr<>d?‘Y"1'
which was performed at his court in A. D. 1065:
It gives in a dramatic form an exposition of
the Vedanta philosophy of Sankara. Kirti\’?'lrj
man’s successor was defeated by l’l‘i“‘fvl
Raj in A. D. 1182; and it was from hl.'“
that Kutub-Uddin Ibak captured Kalanjar 10
1203. These Chandel princes were great
builders and constructors of lakes and em”
bankments, Several of the temples in Mahoba,
Kalanjar and Khajuraho owe much to them.
The Paramaras of Malva.— During the
same period, Malva was under a succession of
two or three great rulers, who are known 1©
history as Paramaras ( Pawars ) of Malva. The
dynasty was founded early in the ninth cen”
tury by a chief named Krishnaraja, and seems
to have had its origin near Mount Abu. The
seventh in succession from him was the famous

Munja who ruled from a. D. 974 to 995. He€

- at
was not only a great warrior but also a greé

patron of letters. He defeated Taila, the
later Chalukya,
defeated by him,

% : qst
SIX times, but was at ]‘lqn
about A.D. 995, t?‘kei
- ish-
In his court flour!s

ed two distinguished scholars of Sanskrit
literature,

Dhanika.

prisoner and executed,

Dhanamjaya and his brothel

=
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Bhoja.— Munja's nephew bl i the famous
Bhoja, who came to the throne in I')harzl about
A.D. 1018 and ruled till his death in 1060. He
was, like his uncle, both a patron o‘f letters fq”d
an active warrior. He had to fight against
his neighbours and even ‘:Ui“i‘}s' one of th.e
armies of Mahmud of Ghazni. But he is
chiefly remembered as a great pntro:n of
learning, and an accomplished “”thor: Works
on astronomy, architecture, lhe-art of p()f?try,
and other subjects issued from hvls court. I-he
famous Sanskrit college established by him

has now only a mosque to mark its beautiful

site. The great Bhoja lake, f‘“ beautiful S}"_eet
of water to the south-east of Bhopal, covering
formed by mass-

- 50 o c ]]HCS,
1N arez 250 square 1 . 3
- Akea of [ outlet in a circle

i s closing the
l>er hei;]l:anv\]z(zi];e;:: noblest monumel.lt, an('l con-
tinued ;0 testify to the skill of his engms'ers
until the fifteenth century, when the k‘ﬁn].
was cut by order of a I\Iuhftmmadan. dl ags,
and the water drained off.”* He dleli- :
stated already, in war against the allie

. . o GO‘
armies of Chedi and Gujarat in A.D. 10

* V. A. Smith’s Early History of India, p. 396.
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CHAPTER XVIL

THE DYNASTIES OF BENGAL.

The Palas of Bengal.—At the death of
Harsha, as already stated, several of the
localrajas asserted theirindependence. Among
them were the rajas of the comparatively
remote provinces of Bengal and Behar. We
do not know anything of the history of
Bengal from Harsha’s death till about the
end of the century. According to a Ben-
gal tradition, five Brahmans and five Ka-
yasths were imported into Bengal from
Kanauj by a king named Adisura, belonging
to a dynasty of local rajas in the neigh-
bourhood of Gaur. We know nothing more
about this king but the dynasty founded by
him is of great importance in the history of
Bengal and Behar. The first ruler of im-
portance was Gopala who was elected king
of Bengal, which had been suffering from
prolonged anarchy. He extended his power t0
include Behar .within his territory, and had a
comparatively long reign of more than forty
years, beginning from about A.Dp. 740. Be
was a great patron of Buddhism. He suf-
fered defeat from the Gurjara king of Raja-
putana, named Vatsaraja. Since his name
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and those of his successors..contaiméd the

affix pala, this dynasty is known to history

as the Pala dynasty of Bengal.
Dha.rma,pa.la.,——Gopala’s successo.r, Dhar-
mapala, had a much longer reign of sixty-four
vears: His territory is said to have ex-
tended up to Delhi and ]aland}far i.n- the
north, and the Vindhya mountains in the
south, [t was he that dethroned In‘dra ?f
Kanauj, and placed on the throne in his
stead, soon after A. D. 800, another“ru.leir
Chakrayudha, as stated alrc::ady, with
the assent of the neighbouring northern
pPowers, enumerated as Bhoja, Matsya, Ma;érzz
Kuru, Yavana, Avanti, Gandhara and I;r
Kings.” Dharmapala seems 1o have hadl a;
taliputra as his capital for some time a):.ut
A. D. 810, and built there the famox-xs Buc:di I-S;l
monastery of Vikramasila which included 1
it 107 temples and six colleges. —
DeVa,pa]a.-%)evapala, his successor, 18 -
puted the greatest, at any rate th'e mo
powerful, of the dynasty. One of his gene;
rals is s,aid to have conquered Assam anc

orter of
. im. He also was a supp
Orissa for him destroyed

Buddhism and is reputed to have s of Bud~
some of the strongholds of the enemlfe o eight
dhism, He is said to bave ruled for forty

is reign,a
years, but during the latter part of his reigh,
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tribe of hillmen called Kambojas made an
irruption into Bengal, and set one of their chief-
tains as ruler. But these intruders were expel-
led by another Pala ruley Mahipala, the first
of the name, who had a long reign of fifty-
two years, beginning from about A. D* 980.
He is the best remembered of the Pala kings
and his power extended from Orissa to Kuch
Behar. It was he that is referred to in inscrip-
tions of Rajendra Chola I, as having been
overcome by the Chola ryler, During his

reign a mission of Buddhist holy men was
sent to Tibet,

which did much to restore
Buddhism in th

at country. Another mission
sent in the reign of hig successor from the
Vikramasila monastery continued the work
and re-established Buddhism firmly in Tibet.

Vigraha.pa,la,.~The next ruler Vigrahapala

defeated king Karna of Chedi, and died about
A.D. 1080. The first of his

badly and gave rise to g rebe
of people called Kajy
killed this ruler and
tain on the throne,
escaped from prison
in defeating the usur
to the throne of his
ed and

thila or

three sons ruled
llion by a casté
arta ( Kewat caste ) who
Placed their own chief-

One of his brothers
and succeeded ultimately
Per and restoring himSelf
ancestors. He conque’
added to hisg ancestral dominion MI-

North Behar ( the modern Champaraf®

. Chodaganga, extended h

v
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i Jistant
and Darbhanga districts ),.and t?ven d nant
Assam was included in his te.rntoryI.JIe ud-
dhism flourished in his dominions.

: Some of
at Pala kings.
the last of the grea making Bengal

ed In .
these Palas succeed During

A i lia.

the Tast cornd pOWhers Il;;lalmdynasty, its
iod of the

o e e ar weakened that a new

ablish itself in Bengal

The Palas were pat-

Though no buildings

power was so f.
dynasty was able to est
as distinct from Behar.
rons of arts and letters. to us, there are
of their age have come down hi }; testify to
tanks constructed by them W'"C orks. The
their active interest in public W

ists and
Pala kings were zealous Buddhist
a g

achers of
liberally patronised the great te

the religion they professed. .

Anantavarman Chodagangahen
the Senas.—About A.D. 1080 w o the
varta rebellion had shaken the prful king of
Palas to its foundation, a powe

tavarman
. . name Anan
Orissa (Kalinga), by is conquests up to

f Kalinga :
the Kai-

f his ge-
the frontiers of Bengal. It wastorilstz o
nerals, whom he probably sen D ymacty.
that laid the foundations o'f the e the
which is known to historians z;ral L anta
Senas. The Chodaganga genSena ot
Sena and his son Hemanta
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appear to have done anything worth recording. -
But Vijayasena, the third of the dynasty, rose€

to the rank of an independent ruler early in

the twelfth century. It was he that wrested @

large part of Bengal from the Palas and estab-

lished the Sena dynasty firmly. He kept oP

terms of friendship with the Chodagang?d

mentioned above, who had a long reign of

seventy-one years.

Vellalasena (Ballal Sen).—The kingdo™
thus acquired by Vijayasena passed down
to his son and successor Vellalasena, the
most famous of the Sena rulers of Bengal:
Vellalasena, otherwise known as Ballal
Sen, is believed to have re-organised the
caste system and founded the capital Gaur
or Lakhnauti, though it is possible that this
town was in existence before. The Send
kings were Brahmanical Hindus, and the
"Tinduism of Vellalasena was what is called
Tantric Hinduism.* He is reputed to have
sent Brahman missionaries to all the kin8”
doms along the frontier of Bengal. His
reign lasted up to about A. D, 1170, and he wa$
succeeded by Lakshmanasena, the last of the

: *This is a form of Hindu worship in which megic

tzrem:t‘)i :ndf mYSl.iC' symbols come into use largely wi-l

o S]kc of attaining supernatural power, either fo.r its
aKe or as a means to the attainment of salvation

See p. 131.
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dynasty, which was overthrown by the irrup-
tion of Muhamimad Bakhtiyar into Bengal.
The capital of the Senas was at Nadiya, which
was captured .by the Muhammadan general
in A. D, 1199. The irruption of the Muham-
madans into Behar and Bengal meant such a

ﬁ thorough destruction that Buddhism practically
9, went out of existence in Behar since that date.
Z But such of the Buddhist monks as ma-
ﬁ Naged to escape, went into Tibet, Nepal, and
# Southern India. In Tibet the learned refugees
< Were well received by the Grand Lama ap-
ﬂ Pointed by Kublai Khan,'and it was their com-
& Pilation of the Buddhist Encyclopedia that has
é come down to us in the collection called Tan-
s Byur. This collection was made in the
Z ; thirteenth century.
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CHAPTER XVIIL
' THE LATER CHALUKYAS OF KALYANL

The founder Taila.—As already stated in

Chapter X1V, in the year A.D. 973, the Rash-
trakutas were overthrown by Taila. a member
of the family of the Chalukyas, who thus
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founded the family cf the so-called Later Cha-
lukyas or Chalukyas of Kalyani. This dynas-
ty lasted practically to the end of the twelfth
century. During all this period the rulers of
this line were frequently at war as before with
the northern powers in Central India for the
time being. It 'was, however, against the
southern power of the Cholas that the Chaluk-
yvas had to maintain themselves by constant
fighting, so that the history of the two centuries
of its existence is a history of one long struggle
for existence against this southern power. Taila
reigned for twenty-four years, and recovered
during the period all the territory which be-
longed to the Chalukyas, with the exception of
the province of Gujarat. He defeated Munja
Raja of Dhara, as stated already, after having
been defeated six times by him. Munja was

taken prisoner in battle and executed about
the year A. D, 995.

Taila himself died two
years after.

Satyasraya.—In the reign of his successor,
Satyasraya, the Cholas felt themselves suffi-

ciently strong under Rajaraja to begin @

war, on the north-western frontier, against
the Chalukyas, which lasted more or less
actively through the whole of the eleventh
century. All through this period of war, the
plateau of Mysore and the portion adjoining

THE CHALUKYAS OF KALYANI. 123

it on the north, along the valley of the Tun-
gabbadra-Krishna, was the scene of many a
bloody war.

Ahavamalla.— Satyasraya was succeeded
by his nephew Jayasimha, who in turn was
followed by his son Somesvara I. who is gene-
rally known by the title Ahavamalla. In A, D.
1052, he defeated and slew Rajadhiraja, the
then reigning Chola king,in a famous battle at
Koppam, on the Krishna. Somesvara also
lays claim to having stormed the fortresses of
Dhara in Malva, the capital of Bhoja, and
Kanchi of the Cholas in the south. He died
in the year A.D. 1068. He was succeeded by
his eldest son Somesvara, the second of the
name, who was overthrown by a more talent-
ed younger brother Vikramaditya, with the
assistance of the Cholas.

Vikramaditya.— Vikramaditya came to
the thronein A. D. 1076 and had a long reign of
half a century, which was one of comparative
peace, though there were occasional wars.
It was in his reign that there came into promi-
nent notice the various local dynasties and
families among whom the empire was divided
soon after the death of Vikramaditya himself.
But during his lifetime he was able to keep
the empire intact, having fought successfully
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against the most powerful among his subordi-
nates, Vishnuvardhana, the Hoysala king of
Dvarasamudra in Mysore. It was in Vikrama-
ditya’s reign that Kalyani became the actual
capital of the Chalukyas. In his time flourished
the famous jurist Vijnanesvara, auther of
the Mitakshara, the chief authority on Hindu
law outside Bengal. The great Sanskrit poet
Bilhana occupied the position of poet-laureate
(Vidyapati) at his court, and composed a leng-
thy historical poem recording the exploits of
his king.

The great viceroys.— After the death of
Vikramaditya in 1126, there was a succession

of two or three weak rulers. The more im-,

portant viceroys were gradually gaining so
much influence that the empire showed a
clear tendency to break up. Among these the
principal ones were the Yadavas of Devagiri,
the Hoysalas of Dvarasamudra and the Kaka-
tiyas of Warangal. While the empire was
thus hard-pressed by these viceroys, there
was a usurpation, for a comparatively short
period, during the reign of the nominal
emperor Taila III,

Bijjala.—The commander-in-chief of the
emperor, Bijjala of the Kalachurya family,
became the de facto ruler, and as such he was
able to preserve for some time the empire from
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breaking up. He and two or three of his sons
ruled in succession till at last the usurping
family was overthrown and the imperial
family restored to its position for a short time.
It was during the brief period of Bijjala’s
power that a sect of Vira Saivas, known
popularly as Lingayats, came into existence,
and became in a short time an important and
powerful community in this region. There
are tales of persecution of Jains and Bud-
dhists by the Lingayats, and of the Lingayats
by the others, but it is a matter of consider-
able difficulty to know the truth in regard
to this. - But so much is certain that Buddhism
.passed quite out of existence, and Jainism
decayed a great deal during this period and
has not recovered its lost position since. The
last emperor died an obscure death about A.D.
1189, and the dynasﬂ may be regarded as
having come to an end about that year or the
year following. :
The break-up of the empire.— What was
hitherto the empire of the Chalukyas broke up
into three big states, as stated above. The
Yadavas had their capital at Devagiri ( Deo-
gir 'of the Muhammadan historians); the
Kakatiyas, in the eastern part of the empire
had for their capital Warangal to which they
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10Scriptions of Asoka the name Chola appears,
and j¢ seems to have been known to the

Brammarian Katyayana, a contemporary of

ch”“d"i'!{lmm Maurya. The Chola kingdom

e”j”_ved, along with its sister kingdoms, the
Greek, and Roman trade in the early cen-
turies of the Christian era and, we may infer
also, took part in the earlier trade w‘ith
Babylon and Egypt on the one side, and with
Ching and the East Indian Archipelago on

the other, We do not know, however, much

of definite history in regard to the Cholas

till we come to the first century of the

Christian era, and the first historical Chola
IS the man known to tradition as the Chola
Karikn]a.

Karikala.—His great achievements are.the
Construction of the enbankments of the river

avery, and of the building of the city port
of Kaveripattanam ( Pubar) at the mouth. of
the Kavery river. Tradition says he‘uuuer-
00k an inyasion of Ceylon and carried off
twelve thousand captives whom he put to.

Work in the building of the new city of Pubar.

i bably a
IS immediate successor was pro ¥

8randson of his whose contemporaries were
the earljer Gajabahu of the Ceylon Mahavz;mj::
and the great Chera Senguttllva.ﬂ, gran tSh
of Karikala on the mother's side. In the
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next generation, the Cholas lose their ascen-

dancy, and the most important sovereign

power was that of the Chera. When again

we emerge into light after a period of dark-
ness, we find the Pallavas already risen in
the north in a part of the territory ahich
belonged originally to the Cholas.

From the fifth to the eighth century.—
From the fifth century, or thereabouts, to the
eighth or the ninth century, the Cholas were
reduced to the condition of an

insigni-
ficant power so that when

Hiuen Tsang
visited this part of India, he found the Cholas
more known in the Cuddapah district than in
the farther south, though it is likely that
the Cholas held themselves in some little
power in the southern part of their king-
dom. When the Pallava power declined
from sthe beginning of the ninth century,
the Cholas regained some of their original
importance and, about the end of that cen-
tury, were able to make themselves suffici-
ently important to exercise an influence upof
the politics of the Deccan.

The new dynasty.— The first ruler of
this new dynasty was a person known @S
Vijayalaya who put an end to the Pallavd
supremacy. This was the beginning of the
great imperial dynasty of the Cholas who

-

——
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ruled over the whole of South India, perhaps
with the exception of Travancore, for very
nearly, four centuries. Vijayalaya's son, Adi-
tya, defeated Aparajita Pallava. He was
succeeded by his son Parantaka I, who came
to the throne in A.D. 907 and ruled till his
forty-first year, that is A.D. 947-48.
Parantaka I.— He completed the conquest
of the Pallavas made by his father and carried
on a war with the Pandya king, whom he
drove into exile, and captured Madura, his
capital. He even entered upon a successful
war against Ceylon. His reign is of
particular importance to the historian as
we have fortunately a number of records
of his preserved to us which give us
a considerable amount of insight into the
character of his administration. It was his
death that was taken advantage of for a
great invasion by the Rashtrakuta Kking
Krishna III, who, as already stated in
Chapter X[V, occupied Kanchi and destroyed
Tanjore. It was during this invasion that
the eldest son of Parantaka fought and fell
in a battle at Takkolam, now a small rail-
way station in the Arakonam-Conjivaram
line. The period from A.D. 949 to 985 was a

period of great struggle for existence for the
9. S H, H. L
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Prominent part ip the wars of his father, a8
stated already, He came to the throne pro-
bably a vigorous young man and pursued the
policy of hjs father. He carried his wars
farther afield to the banks of the Ganges and
fought 2 successful battle against Mahipal,a
of Kalinga (Orissa). Therefrom he carfic
ed his fleet across to Sumatra and captured
the ancient capita] of Sri Bhoja in it and othef
Ports of importance, A temple at Pagan and
a few pillars recently discovered at Pegu aré
memorials of this conquest of a part ot
Burma by the Tamils under Rajendra Chola-
it is after the war against Mahipala on the
banks of the Ganges that he brought e
water of the Ganges and poured it into 2

huge tank constructed by him at Ganga"
konda~Cholapuram,

mother may j
in the G
the perso
so far,
konda,
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Thatis whay gave him the title Gangals
Another title which also ﬁgur?{.
bretty largely in South Indian towns Of v;.
lages is Kadaram-Konda ( capturer of Ke
(.iaram, the ancient kingdom of the naff
0 Sumatra ), <y
Rajadhir&jﬂ-*Rajendra was Succeedﬂd ).
one of hig sons Rajadhiraja by name, in e
1035, Op the north-western frontier wheré

: . 133
THE CHOLAS OF THE SOUTH il
. TR ORI
iled them-
Powerful Chalukyas had not e

e ntier that Raja-
selves to the definitive fro had to be car-

! s
faja attempted to fix, wa d wars too of

ried on pretty Consmntly.’ o ect of this
a devasting character, 101 e ruler du-
Particular frontier. The Cha.mkyzatest war-
ring the time was one of their gr;ed Ahava-
riors, by name Somesvara, surnha Rajadhiraja
malla (the great in war ). -BOtira went to war
and his younger brother Rajenc

im back
to beat him
against Somesvara, and had ar, and

al

all the way from the banks of thearI:1 T
fight a battle with him ,at Kopp105é or 1053.
Krishna, near Kolhapur, in (I;h]?s brother suc-
Rajadhiraja fell fighting, an d the balancein
ceeded to the throne and restore ucceeded by
favour of the Cholas. He V‘{asdja who won 2
his younger brother Vira Ra]fnas <;n the same
Victory against these Chalu Zi ntified with a
frontier at Kudalsangamam, 1¢€ chganga and
place at the junction of the l’)anhort reign of
the Krishna. Vira Rajendras Z occupied by
about seven or eight years :at distracted by
these wars, and is also somew 5 in favour of a
disturbances within the empIre reat Gangai-
Prince, the grandson v th;‘oli some reason,
konda Chola by a da;ght:;y large follo»:/i"g
he seems to have had 2 ath of Vira
b hiese;':vo“r and was ableon the de

—




tlottung, g;?;.\rh's Prince was the great
tules oM of Rajaraja, the Eastern
Rajeﬂdra, thez' "ho was the son-in-law of
sibility oF ke angai'konda Chola, The pos-
ad mage V} ruggl? In favour of Kulottunga
family allian "8 Rajendra Chola enter into 8
Tiage t, Vier: o 8iving a daughter in mar-
Who Was then '"ad”.v.a, the great Chalukya
OCCupie by hismannmg to usurp the thron€
'kramaditya S elder brother, The effort of
id nog Succeedm favour of pjg brother-in-1aW
the throne ab g Kl”Ottunga succeeded t0
It wag aboyt fOut A.D. 1072 or somewhat later:
Our years later, as stated alreadys

that vlk
ram .
adityq Was able to establish him-

self on th
e th
halukya . 1one of the Chalukyas., The great

'er;m:ditya and the great Chola
dng ONtemporaries, and both.‘?

Part of e rej 18NS, It was in the earlief
that the nort clgn of both, and after one waf
de nitely ﬁxec;Westem frontier got more or 1688
Kbt aet the heaq of the range of hills
il plateau of Mysore. Kulot
0d seeps " ¥ the name of Rajendrd
Adopteq son 10 have been regarded as the
of the famo"s Gangaikonda Chola.

Kulottunga
them had |

leadip,
tunga Was
also, 5

THE CHOLAS OF THE SOUTH. 135

His reign is oné of comparative peace. He
took efficient steps to organise his vast terri-
tories, and put them under a satisfactory admi-
Nistration, With a view to doing this he is
Said to have planned military colonies in the
Pandya country along the road to Kottaru
Near Cape Comorin. It was he who for the
first time made Conjivaram ( Kanchi ) an alter-
Native capital, perhaps the more regular capi-
talin his time, most of his predecessors after

ajaraja having had Gangaikonda-Solapuram
for their capital. One great war which he
Undertook, other than that against Vikrama-
ditya, was the invasion of Kalinga by his
Reneral, the Tondaman Raja, Karunakara. He
first defeated and then entered into a treaty
With the great Kalinga ruler Anantavarman
Choda., In his reign was undertaken a
great land survey, not the first survey of the
kind, in A. D. 1086, the year of the Domesday
Survey in England. He enjoyed the reputation
of being known as the Chola who abolished
tolls ( Sungadavirtta Chola ). He was a great
Patron of letters and a number of Tamil poets
flourished in his reign. One thing that stands
against his name is the story ( which is some-
what doubtful ) of the persecution of the

aishnava teacher Ramanuja, who was pur-
Suing his work of organising the teachings of
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He wasa contemporary of the successor of

Karikala Chola and the father of the Chera
ruler Senguttuvan, Tamil literature knows
of one other celebrity among the Pandyas

and that was the Pandyan, who won a vic-
tory over his two neighbours, the Chera®and
the Chola, at a place called Talaiyalanga-
nam. Not much more is known of this dy-
nasty of rulers during those earlier times except
that these two ruled in the period between

the first and second centuries of the Chris-
tian era. Their territories extended from

coast to coast and took in all the southern-

most part of the Peninsula. The pearl fish-
eries of the kingdom were then as famous

as they were, according to the accounts we

have, in the 13th, 15th, 17th, and even 18th
centuries. ;

The seventh century.—When Hiuen-

Tsang was in South India, in A.D. 640, he

heard but vague accounts of Madura which

flourished in those early times. During the
period of Hiuen-Tsang’s stay, we geta little

more of Pandya history., There was then a
Pandyan who is said to have been an ardent

Jain, He was converted to Saivism by the
Tamil saint Sambandar, who was a con-
temporary of the great Pallava Narasimha-
varman. This Pandya is given credit for
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having fought a battle with the Pallavas at
a place called Nelveli (with a variant
reading Nenmeli). After this ruler, we have
now got historical documents which give
us a line of Pandyas for seven or eight gene-
rations extending from the middle of the
seventh century to the middle of the tenth.
We do not yet know enough of them histori-
cally to be able to give any connected account.
We see so much, however, that they were
frequently at war with one or other of their
enemies, the Pallavas in the north and the
Cheras in the west. During this period, the
Cholas do not appear to have counted for
much. Several battles between the Pandyas
and the Pallavas took place along the course
of the river Kaveri, Soon after Kun Pandya,
the king who was converted to Saivism by
Sambandar there came to the throne a ruler
called Arikesarin Parankusa.

Arikesarin Parankusa.—He won a num-
ber of victories against the Cheras in par-

ticular and seems to have maintained his

frontier satisfactorily on that side. The next

one of importance was Varaguna Pandyan,
the second of the name so far known, who
marched as far as the South Arcot district
and suffered a defeat atlast at the hands
of Aparajita Pallava and his allies, among
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whom possibly were the Cholas who again
rose into some importance. These Cholas

were able to overcome the Pallavas first,

and the Pandyas next. A Pandya, by name

Rajasimha, was defeated, and was obviously
glad to enter into a treaty with the great
Chola Parantaka, whose successor claims to
have destroved another Pandya. With the
rise of this dynasty of the Cholas to power,
the Pandyas are thrown into the shade, so
much so that during the period of about
three centuries and more of the Chola as-
cendancy, the Pandyas do not exercise much
influence upon the politics of South India.
It is about the end of the twelfth century
that the Chola power showed signs of weak-
ening, and the Pandyas came into promi-
nence,

The Ceylon invasion of the twelfth cen-
tury.—It was a war between two brothers,
rivals for the Pandyan throne, that brought
in the great invasion of the Pandya country
and of the Chola, by Parakrama Bahu the
Great, of Ceylon ( about A.D.1166). The Cey-
lon army carried everything before it at the
beginning of the war, and wasbeaten back with
difficuity by the Cholas. But the weakening of
the Cholas in the thirteenth century gave the
opportunity to the Pandyas, and one of them
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was able so far to restore the Pandya power
as to be able in the middle of the thirteenth
century to make himself master of most of the
eastern coast from Nellore to Cape Comorin.
Sundara Pandya.—This was Sundara
Pandya or Jatavarman Sundara, who reigned
from A, D. 1251 to 1271. A succession of two
or three rulers after him had to maintain their
position and make it good as against the
Hoysalas who had intervened in behalf of the
Cholas before Sundara Pandya himself. The
Pandyas entered into a marriage alliance
with these Hoysalas, but both alike suffered
from the Muhammadan invasions in the begin-
ning of the fourteenth century. When ul-
timately the Muhammadans under Muham-
mad Tughlak put an end to the power of
Warangal and destroyed Dvarasamudra, the
capital of the Hoysalas, and marched into
the South, Madura came under the occupa-
tion of the Muhammadans; and this occu-
pation lasted for about half a century.
The Pandyas under Vijayanagar.—When
the Vijayanagar empire rose, almost the first
ruler sent out an expedition to the South,
which turned out the Mussalman garrison
and brought Madura under the control of
Vijayanagar. The Pandya dynasty lasted
on under a succession of rulers, but with

P
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much reduced territory and power, till the
?ast of them passed out of obscure existenc®
N the sixteenth century and the Vijaya-
nagar viceroyalty of Madura was founded:
Th.e minor local dynasty of the Pandya$
retired then to Tinnevelly and continued
for another century and a half. That bring%
th.e Pandya history to a close. During 2l
this long period, the influence of the Pan-
dyas did not extend at any time beyond the
Tamil country,

The Cheras.~Similarly the Cheras, €O
fined in theijr own little corner of the soutl”
YVest of Peninsular India, exercised but little
influence on the politics of even South Indidr
€Xcept oceasionally, Ag we have mention€
already more thap once, there was a dynasty
of early Cheras, ,
to achieve the
Southern Indja,

who were powerful enollg
position of ascendancy "
three generati The greatest among tw©° ;);
rations of such Cheras was !

Cher.e} Sengunuv;m, who had his capital at
Vanji or Karyr on the west coast, in the se-
cond century after Christ. The rise 10 power
::;ntthe Pandy?m victor at Talaiyalanga_"a‘;‘

the Cheras back into their dominio™
and the rise of the Pallava power success”
ful'}’ kept them there alone. During all the
period of Pallava ascendancy, from 2 out
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A.D. 500 to 900, the Cheras figured only as
auxiliaries in the various battles between the
Pandyas and the Pallavas. Then the){ seem
to come into some little prominence just as
the Cholas were rising into importance ; but
during the period of ascendancy of t.he Cholas,.
the Cheras continued in @ comparatively sub-
ordinate position similar 10 that of the Pan-
dyas, With the decadence of the'Panfiya
power after the Muhammadan .mvasmn,
we hear of the Chera ruler moving fo'r-
ward into the Tamil country SO as to be t:n
occupation both of Srirangam and Kanc ,:_
Beyond that they do not appeetr to have eh
ercised much influence in the hlstc')ry of Sout

India, but have continued in their own (;:or—.
ner of the Peninsula even to the present day.

. e
The rising power of the Vijayanagar e{nptr
them only occasional-

. -t with .
came into contac position

ly, so that they continued in the lfappy
of comparative historical obscurity.

CHAPTER XXL

DRA.
THE HOYSALAS OF DVARASAMU

The break-up of the Chalu
Having givena very brief accou

kya empire.—
nt of the three
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kingdoms that constituted South India at the
period of the Muhammadan invasions, W€
shall now proceeq to give a brief account of
the three kingdomsinto which the empire of the
Chalukyas broke up about the same time. 1t
hasbeen already pointed outthat with the death
of Vikramaditya, the empire of the Chalukyas
began to decline, It grew weaker and
.Weaker rapidly under his successors till at 1ast
It was attacked about the same time by the
Hoysalas from the west and by the rising
bower of the Kakatiyas in the east. There
Was no chance of the empire being saved
except by usurpation and this was brought
al.)out by the commander-in-chief, by namé
Bijjala, During a period of a decade anda
half, Bijjala and his sons kept the empire fro™
breaking yp but being a usurper from amoné
fhe officers of the empire, he naturally Dfovoked
Jealousies which ultimately brought about the
Subversion of his dynasty. This was followé

b'Y & succession of weak rulers of the old
line when finally the empire passed out of exis”
tence. During a1 this time, there were (1€
subordinate States of a larger size within e
empire which were preparing vigorously for
achieving thejr independence as soon a$ the
OPportunity shonylg offer itself,
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The three new states.—Jhese Were the

ki.nngms of the Yadavas the north
With their capital ultimately at Devagiri
(Deogir ), the Hoysalas in the south with
their capital at Dyarasamudra ( Halebid ),
and the Kakatiyas in the e€ast with their
capital first at Hanumakonda and then at
Wara"gal- These three states Of dynasties
divided the empire of the Chalukyas among
themSelvcs:s, if we neglect from consideration ’
the five or six smaller states which occupied the
middle and which altimately got merged in
One or the other of these powerful states in the
Neighbourhood. In this narration, W€ shall
take the southernmost state first.

The Hoysalat : early history.— The Hoy-
salas had a COmparatively humble origin and
belonged to a little village in a mountainous
Corner of the Mysore state in the north-west of
. The first historical person appears as the
Reneral of Vikramaditya. His name Wwas
Vinayaditya. [t was his son that achieved moreé
distinction under the emperor and hie i some-
times described as the right-hand man of that
Monarch, His name is given if inscriptions as
Ereyanga’ which would mean red—bodied. ‘He
Seems to have loyally supported vikramaditya
In his southern campaigns against the Cholas.
Hﬁ) had three sons, f whom ruled

in

st two O
the fir s H H. L
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in succession, the third having died while yet
his elder brother was alive. The eldest was
Bellala I, of whose administration we know
comparatively little. He succeeded probably
to the possessions of his father and distin-
guished himself in the southern campaigns of
Vikramaditya against the Cholas. He was fol-
lowed by his younger brother Vishnuvardhanz_h
who was the first great ruler and may be con-
sidered the founder of a ruling dynasty, though
he did not assume an independent position
formally during his life-time.
Vishnuvardhana.— He was a vigorous
man, a great general and a man of high
administrative ability. With the assistance
of his general, Gangaraja by name, he was
instrumental in finally driving out the Cholas
from the plateau of Mysore and taking pos$s€s-
sion of Talakad, the Chola capital within the
territory of Mysore. It was during his reign
that the whole of the present state of Mysoré
got united for the first time in history under oné
ruler. He extended his conquests to take in the
present neighbouring British districts as well, s0
that we might consider Salem, part of what is
now North Arcot and Chittore, Anantapur and
Bellary, practically as belonging to his domi-
nions. On one occasion, while Vikramadity@
himself was ruling, heled an expedition against

HOYSALAS OF DVARASAMUDREA. 147

fhe imperial headquarters, but was bef:tten ba_lcl;.
He saved himself by retiring into hlS. capital.
For the rest of his life, he lived a WIs.er man
and did not make a similar attempt again ; .but
short of this, he was gradually strengtherl;mi
himself, so that the territory marked off a (:I

was substantially united and b.roughtd.t o-
roughly under his control. When Vlkramad |ty3
died, he was able to push hlms?lf fo.rwar. a:

by overcoming the smaller chleftams.lg :h:
middle region, he came i.nto _touc: v;lrt'zam's
headquarters of the empire 1n the .d\ i
dominions — Kalyani on the one Sl e,f i
the Yadavas of Devagiri on the banks o .
Krishna on the other. It .was durm:‘gCher
reign that the great Yalstfnava_ttoery and,
Ramanuja, sought asylum 1n h1‘s terri e
was so successful as toconvertV1shnuvarb g
to Vaishnavism. Thereafter, ff)r a numessore
years, he remained in the territory ? S
an honoured guest of the powerful k;:g i
found it convenient to returr;bto : 1;16 pies
headquarters at Srirangam. Abou i
A.D.1136 while Vishnuvardhana w:s oy
in a campaign on the banks o.f tdethe e
against the Yadavas, he recelveViShnuvar-
tidings of the birthof his son. When P
dhana died about A. D. 1150, he wassWhO 7
by this son, Narasimha by name,

|
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a mere . . .
lad at the time. The administralloh

conti
thetm‘letira':o b'e' under the guidancé Y
his father lems,ters and generals
remarkable‘f arasimha’s reign Was
and he e puch that was actually don
more lhan(ts followed after a reign of lltﬂe
Vira Bellalawe;;“y years by hisson Bell‘ala, 0;
dynasty, e second of the namein
w:il:averByel‘;l?..la II.— Like his grandfathef he
the extensio igorous rulerand devoted pimself 1
His prin;‘i "?nd con.solidationof thekingdome;
Pandyas ‘5;‘ enemies were a d_vnast)‘/ of 1
the eaSte;rn 11056 territory included within ?
and a Cong';alf of the present state of Mysofa
Bellary (i.l e.rab]e portion of Anantapuf a
Uchchan 'lslt)“ms' Their capital Wa%
district. g;l; urga, which is now in the Bellary
took their c: Put an end to this dynasty'f‘“y
in that dir?tf\!, and extended his territo’
continued th:t‘on_ very Considerably. |
respect of policy of his grandfathef
the Yadavas and defeated

not

sever: : .
al times in the region of the upper couf 1
S u

of .

in htihse ;lf:::t KriSh'fa' He was so succé

last nomin; in this direction that whe” .

passed emperor, Somesvara DY pam®’
d out of view altogether in A. D 1189, hlef

thou .
ght the time had arrived to declare himse
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4n independent ruler. This he did after a

victorious campaign against the Yadavas in
A. D, 1191, and for more than twenty years
after, ruled with great success as the first
Hoysala king in his own right. His territory
extended right up to the Krishna in the north,
the southern boundary being Nangali Ghat in
the south-east, Kongu in the south and Nilgiris
in the south-west.
Naragimha II.—When he died and was
succeeded by his son Narasimha 1L, the nor-
thern frontier had been so far settled that
Narasimha could push himself out southwards
and south-eastwards 10 intervene with good
effect in the war between the 1ast Cholas,
whose empire was far gone in breaking up,
and the Pandyas. His first intervention was
in favour of the last Chola Rajaraja I[l. against
his powerful vassal, 2 Pallava chieftain,
ordinarily known as Kop-Perunjinga. Then
again he had to interfere in favour of the same
Chola, but this time against the Pandyas on
the one side, and the Kakatiyas on the other.
This policy of active intervention in the affairs
of the southern empire was followed even
more effectively by his sof Vira Somesvara.
Somesvara.—He was 59 far successful
against the Pandyas and his help was ¢ much
needed by the effete Chola rulers that he
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established himself in a capital of his own,
very near Trichinopoly.

This place is men-
tioned in inscriptions

as Kannanur and
corresponded to the village which now goes

by the name Samayavaram, on the northern

side of Colaroon, opposite to the island of

Srirangam. The rise of the great Pandya

Sundara put an end to the power of the
Hoysalas in that locality. But they still held
sufficient territory in the Tamil country so that,
under Somesvara’s son and grandson, Tiruvan-
namalai, and an obscure village known by the
name Kundani, now in the Salem district, were

the capitals of the southern division of the

Hoysala dominions. Somesvara divided the

empire between his two sons Narasimha III.
and Vira Ramanatha, who both of them ruled
in the latter half of the thirteenth century.
Partition of the Hoysala Empire.—To
Narasimha he gave the Hoysala kingdom
proper and to Ramanatha, who seems to have
been born of a Pandya princess, the territory
outside on the south., These half-brothers
seem to have been hostile to each other, and
appear to have fought against each other also
in the southern frontiers of Mysore. With the
death of Ramanatha and his son, who had a
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very short reign, the empire once again united
under the last known Hoysala ruler, Vira
Bellala III.

Vira Bellala III.—It was under Vira Bellala
IIL that the Muhammadan invasion under Malik
Kafur reached as far south as Dvarasamudra
itself. This and the subsequent invasions
damaged the Hoysala empire quite as badly
as it did those of its neighbours. Vira Bellala
III. fought against the Muhammadans and fell
in a battle near Trichinopoly. Under his son
Bellala IV. it yet retained a nominal existence.
A re-constitution of the southern forces of
Hinduism took place either in his reign or soon
after his death, and resulted in the foundation
of the empire of Vijayanagar, the story of
which we shall tell in another chapter.

CHAPTER XXIL

THE YADAVAS OF DEVAGIRL

Foundation of the Dynasty.—Another of
these feudatory families that established itsel
independently after the break-up of the empir
of the great Vikramaditya Chalukya was tha
of the Yadavas, generally known as th



e

Yadavas o ‘s "
which takfelie‘;?gl“. They:claityanageects
from the ti;ne ]flm back many generations
independently \;\/ey established themselves
them and be (;o e may pass over most of
of this familty frxl)t;ntth?te'rely ;N“h g
prominent ime that they begame
ir;ts'(\)f;(;rﬁtll;:a:t1(]Jhlalukya rul};r_ CThis
and the s called the Seuna fami
WL Sel‘;(')]l:‘n((lersof the dynasty is gi\,enmtl}l,);
Bhi]la,mai—rlt = (?ha"dra sometimes.
by name, who igwt?;s his grandson, Bhillama
called in Hoys';l'l 1:e ﬁrs: A
This Bhillz sala records the Seuna Kking:
the lastChladl:‘: T;l%t have been a fe“dator}l’ f’;f
to the year Ay;)“l“g.SomesVara IV., previous
the whole of th‘e K 1.87' He claims rule over
Sheiih g '(;1 nataka country, two years
ftc‘)‘und cambaig.n'mgw: Y?ars after that he i
e southern Mahr 1gainst the Hoysalas in
of Gadag. A ny atta country in the re&io%
between him anl{mh.er of battles were fought
Bellala 11, ab d his Hoysala enemy Vira
object of n‘, out the year A.D. 1191. The
to be the re;::t~war5 in that region seems
who were, like ulon of the smaller chieftain®
and the Hoysal.‘e Yadavas on the on€ sid€
of the empire as un the other, feudalofie‘5
Bhillama lost tile Ay itesult onIRERS WAl
province of the empire soul

reignty in inscriptions
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and Malprabha to where it
and at jast fell in

: D4 1191 It is he that
is given credit for having founded the city of
which is the modern Daulatabad in
the Nizam’s dominions: He had to make

good his claim not only against the Hoysalas,
ady, but had to fight

and Gurjaras on the

('>f the Krishna
joined the Krishna,
battle in the year A

Devagiri,

as mentioned alre
against the Malavas
other side.

cceeded by his

Jaituji.———Bhillama was St
lled]aitapalaand]aitrapala.
of sove-

aramount titles
of his time. It was he

Lakshmidhara, the son of
othe position of chief pandit
in his service. He s said, botb in inscriptions
and by Hemadri, to have defeated the Andhras
under their king Rudra L. who ruled in Waran-
gal, the third of the great feudatory states which
made themselves independent at the end of
the twelfth century: One of the records
relating to this incident further says t
killed this Rudra in battle, and placed upon
the throne Ganapati, his nephew who had
been in prison till then.

Singa.na,.——About the year A.D: 1210, his
son Singana succeeded him. His records are

son Jaituji, also €@
He assumed the P

that appointed
Bhaskaracharya,
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found i
in Danl:;?ihio&t}‘e.“‘ Mahratta country and
in the northern l'zam's dominions, and eve'n
titles figure tt (pcms of Mysore. Amoné his
He seems to ln]dt s Yadava-Chakravart'\ﬂ-_
who checked ct\;e been"‘.‘e first Yadava ruler
Hoysala king \]’e ambitious DK'OEI‘CSS of+ the
ceeded in t;u;il lrra Bellala I1I. Singand suc-
some of the ter”? back from the Hoys? as
grandfather, sot :;tOry lost by his father an
in this regi,on‘ 1 of the Krishna. His gucces®
had a provin seems to have been real

ce under his control, bY name

Banavasi
si : :
, which took into it a part of north- !

wester
" in ;ilsw)f,::re a‘.so' One of the claim® set
of victory on (::r is the erecting of & pillar
paigns against fhbanks. of the Kaveri- Cam-
the Telugus are 1e Gurjaras, the Malavas a%
the first time “also mentioned. In his reigh or
against the l,\/Iu;get references tocampaigns
Hammiras. One ?mmadans, who are calle
in relation to lite‘meresti“g fact in his reigh
Singana’s chief rature, is the statemet that
the son of Lakshaftronomef was Chanzade"”’
the son of the midhara, who, in his turn, W4
There is a furt:Stronome’ Bhaskamcharya-
founded a c er fact that this Chan#?
Siddhantaqir‘ LOHe.ge where he tanght
his gl’and‘f ;mm"" and other works writte® by
ather and other unnamed relation®’
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THE YADA

This shows that the family of Bhaskaracharya

was a body of astronomers.
Krishna.—About theyear A.D. 1247, Singana
ed by his grandson Krishna,

ometimes referred to as

During his reign,
D 1260, he main-
inions undiminished.

was succeed
whose name i$ also 8
Kanhara or Kandhara.

We know of 10 special achievements of his
. for all that his

except that he is give
ancestors did- H

to interfere actively 11 the affairs of the
Kakatiyas of Waran he one sideé and
perhaps with t .o of Central India
on the other- lCCCCdCd in the
year last name
brother.

Maha.deva.——His reign is also compara-
tively uneventful except that he claims 2
victory over King yisaladeva of A
Gujarat. The usual claims to succ
the Telunga, Karnata an
in his behalf in the work ©
one of his Mantrins of c
of buildings that usually 89
Hemadpanthi seems 1O have

e had occasion

in this style of st
died, his son was n
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the throne passed after a disputed succession to

his nephew Ramachandra, the son of Krishna.
is the man known

Ramachandra.—He
Ramadeva,

ordinarily to  historians
whose accession probably took place in A, D.
1271. He enjoyed undiminished autharity
over the extensive dominions of the Yadavas,
Hemadri continued in office as minister and
his special charge seems to have been the
drawing up of documents. Rama’s power seems
to have extended right down to the southern-
most extremity of the territory of the Hoysalas,
as one of his generals, Saluva Tikkama, claims
even to have reduced the city of Dvarasamudra.
Ramachandra or Ramadeva died in the year
A.D. 1309 or 1310, and with him the power of
the Yadavas passed out of existence. His son,
and probably successor, Sankara, enjoyed some
little limited power, but by that time Devagiri
had fallen under the rule of the Muhammadans.
It is well-known that the first invasion of the
Deccan was undertaken by Ala-ud-din Khilji
in A. D, 1294 when it was put under tribute.
By A.D. 1306 Ramadeva had grown irregular
in regard to his payments, and Ala-ud-din
Khilji sent down Malik Kafur who subdued the
greater part of the Mahratta country and was

on the pointof taking Devagiri when Ramadeva
He was taken over

as

offered terms of peace.
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to headquarters and favourable terms were
accorded to him. Ramachandra agreed to be
a feudatory of the Sultan and for the rest of

his life did not doanything to break the peace.
Ramachandra

Sankara.—In A. D. 1310,
succeeded. Sankara

died and Sankara
showed himself disaffected at the time when

Malik Kafur passed by way of Devagiri
on his invasion to Dvarasamudra against the
Hoysalas. After Malik Kafur's return to Delhi,
Sankara withheld his tribute; and the invasion
sent under Malik Kafur to punish him, seized
him and put him to death. Soon after Malik
Kafur was called back to court and the next

six years were occupied in court intrigues.
Devagiri, the first Muhammadan pro-

vince.—When at last in A, D, 1318 Mubarak
placed himself upon the throne at Delhi, he
found Devagiri in revolt under Harapala.
Mubarak himself led the expedition this time,
and after capturing and cruelly puatting to
death Harapala, constituted Devagiri as the
first Muhammadan province south of the
Vindhyas. That put an end to the dynasty
of the Yadavas of Devagiri and their kingdom.
This part of the empire of Vikramaditya was
thus the first to be subdued and made a pro-

vince of the Muhammadan empire.
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CHAPTER XXIII.
THE KAK
E KAKATIYAS OF WARANGAL-:

Earl 3
Kakatizashli:‘{ory.._'rhe dynasty of the
Yadavas of eD its : t.wo neighbours, " the
of Dvarasamud evagiri and the Hoysalas
dynasty, first of '”" had been a feudatory
‘Chalukyas, and ;m probably under the eastern
Chalukya kin \?-ter on under the great wester”
territory Whicgh ikramaditya. The part of the
was included e b?lon.ged to these Kakatiyas
eastern Chaluk arlier in the dominions of the
by the great V:HS of Vengi,a dynasty founded
who appointed ?Eem Chalukya Pulikesin 11,
his viceroy in thls brother Vishouvardhana a3
Rajahmundri, 1| is region with his capital at
tury, while 'then the course of the tenth cen”
coming into pro 'Sol‘lhern Chola power was
had not the Sam':mence, the eastern Chalukya®
for close conn r?asons that they had heforé
western Chahuf(:ho“ with the rulers of the
belonged to aya dominions which till then
kutas, By thisno-lher dynasty, the Rashtrd”
were unequal to t}me they perhaps felt they
bours, the new delthe' of their powerful neigh-
who had their R of western Chalukyas
of the Nizam’ Caplfa! at Kalyani in the centr®
s dominions, and the rising powel’

- .
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KAKATI

of the Cholas in the south. After a war or two,

they were so much weakened that their power
would have become oxtinct; a8 ‘Wds indicated
by the absence of an¥ ruler for 2 period of
about twenty-three years: When they come
out of this anarchy a% it were, W€ find them in
alliance with the Cholas. The first great
Chola emperor Rajaraja entered into a treaty
with them, cemented by a family alliance.
Rajaraja’s daughter marrie the Chalukya
ruler for the time peing-: From that time

onward to the reig the great
Chola-Chalukya,
and the eastern Chalukyas €
subordination to the Cholas.

sion to the Chola throneé of Kulottul
dynasties became€ unite
was the ruler of the ea

nions and made himse
Under him and un

s
1f ruler © the

empire as well.
powerful successors:
continued to remain under
possession by the Chol
was, however, not unmolested-

Rigse to POWer:™ e at Chaluky?
Yikramaditya often i e
"_1 the territory ©
d.\stricts, sometimes W
times without. It is

it success and
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wars th . .
Kakatiyaatsflge?;sz,hlsmrical person among the
tions give him th v na,n‘]e’ emerges. Inscrip®
the title of Vik ) mle.lra“(’kyamalla, one of
have been a nOmiamad”ya VI. He seems t0
part of the cOun(:nee of Vikramaditya in this
against him he y, and when the war went
which he had to probably changed sides fof
submission, V“I(nake a_mends by an abject
pardoned him an ;ama(.htya mﬂgnanimously
which he was pe(l let him rule the portion of
known as the S“apéthegmlemor. This was
He was succeed abbi, one thousand district:
wise Proda, the ed by his son Prola, other”
record of his rej Sec,ond of the name. The only
kya Vikrama 'L{ln is dated in the era of Chal”
Prola Drobal),l;v )]Ch. was dated in A.D. 11T
the Chalukyas Clon-tmued in subordination t0
maditya angd of(hlf”"g the lifetime of Vikra-
joinedtheother m is successors. He, howeveh
they rose in rebel?-re powerful feudatories whe"
sor from Vikram lon against the third succes”
1163 ). He wa aditya, Taila IIL (a. D. 115%
liberty, but Prols }:ake" prisoner and set at
turn from a lo al ad to stand a siege in DI
the Santara C}fiifSUbordinate of the empero
to hold his ow ‘Jagz.ldde"a- Prola was able
Bijjala. He die;)bdunng the usurpation °
in A.D. 1162 an(d ¥ an accident, as it seemss
Rudra I, of Waran:;S succeeded by his sO°
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at was the

Rudra I.—It was this Rudra th
tact with

g:t Kakatiya ruler to come into con
Yadavas of Devagiri, and an encounter
hetween him and Mullugi, the predecessor
of Bhillama, is on record. When Rudra
sucteeded to the throne, the Chola power in
the south was occupied with its own wars
Against the rising Pandyas and Ceylon.
In consequence a number of subordinates of

the Chola empire were ablegradually to work
Onesuch wasa chief-

::if:r way up to power. : lel-
by name Bhima, who had his capital
Somewhere near Kolleru. This Bhima figures
Among the enemies of Rudra. . Rudra founded
the city of Warangal to which the capital
W.as changed from Hanumakonda. During
his time, the Kakatiya kingdom extended from
the sea in the east, to the confines of the
Chalukya dominions in the west, the Hill
Malayavanta in the north and Srisailam in the
west. This would mean the eastern half of
the Nizam’s dominions and the districts of
the Madras Presidency in its neighbourhood.

Rudra was probably cucceeded by his brother
had but a short

Mahadeva, who seems to have

reign. He was succeeded by his son Ganapati.

Mahadeva’s accession to the thron€ took place

just about the time when both 1S neighbours,
11, s.H ¥ L
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the Hovs .
‘.Iaimji fil:iie:lra Bellala and the Yadavd
independence ﬂSelves safe in declaring their
having overc(; ve latter of these two claimants
him. It was r:: a Telunga king and killed
was thus put t ry probably Mahadeva that
Ganapati succ o death by the Yadava, aP
1198.99. cceeded to the throne in,A. D.
_Ganapati.—

lexty-twO yearstav;?Cpha:i’s was a long reign of
. It corre asted on to A.D. 1260-
empire broksepondS to the period when the Chola
fore, quite Saf:% and his position was, there-
were against thn that side. Ganapati’s W&’
b.oth he and the ?[ Yadavas principally, and
victories again adava king Singana claim
The attention StfeaCh other, about A.D- 1235.
mudra was direo the Hoysalas of D\}arasa—
which was fasctted against the Chola empire
powerful among t[breaki"g up, and the most
was noted alr 1e Chola feudatories was as
chieftain. Theelzdy' Perunjinga, a Palla’?
advantage of it 'akatiyas in their turn took
empire of the Ch and marched against the
chieftains in tt olas, overcoming the minof
being the Tel ‘e way, the chief among them
One member :fg:‘} -Chola dynasty of Nellore:
:‘":;e to the Cho]:z fa“;iily was very troubl€”

an .. . i ey
his influence was orllienasr:eg:vez\i tllx;l:k:é
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ed the Hoysala Somesvara,
ablished the Chola
pati had an oppor-
ka’s son,

claims tohave defeat
IC:.‘Dtured Kanchi and est
t;:ion th.e throne. 'Gana
and ty to interfere 10 favour of :I‘ik
blishf;,o'k .advantage ’of the occasion to esta-
© o 1S .mﬂuence. l"t.lu.s Ganapatllwa‘s able
e ¥DSolldate his dominions by bringing all
the elugu country under hlS. control. About

year A. D. 1249, Ganapaftl was in occupa-

i
ion of Kanchi against the Chola feudatory
He seems ultimately to have

. from Kanchi by Perunjinga,
in alliance with the great Sundara Pandya,

about A, D. 1250-51. D the course Of these
i did not neglect the administra=

We have evidence in
dominions being &

Pemnjinga_
been driven out

wars, Ganapat
nf)" of his territory-
his reign of the Kakatiya
“_’e“-ordered kingdom, fostering even a con-
siderable amount of 0V gea trade. This was
a period of activity i al ns ; and when
he died after a long reigm n to
succeed him.
Rudramba.—He W2
by Queen Rudramba, who sometimeé
herself Rudradeva Maharaja. There are tWo
opinions in regard tohers one that she Was the
daughter of Ganapati, an¢ ¢ that she
was his widow. [nscript i
seem to support the former claim.

er-
| directio
he left no SO

however,

s succeeded,
s called

jonal
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to the throne in A.D. 1261, and ruled till about
At the commencement of the reign

1291.
there seem to have been some disturbances in
were successfully put

the kingdom, which
In these, figures the name of Kadava-

down.
raya, the Pallava chieftain, who was mainly

responsible for the overthrow of the Chola
empire. Rudramba also intervened with effect
in favour of Gandagopala of Nellore, who was
dispossessed of his kingdom. It was in the

reign of Queen Rudramba that Marco Polo

This traveller

visited the Coromandel Coast.
speaks of the enlightened rule of this princess.

He says that during the forty years of her
reign, she administered the kingdom as well
as her predecessors. She was, according to him,
a great lover of justice and gave her kingdom
peace. Her rule came to an end in A.D.
1291-92, her successor being her grandson
Prataparudra.

Prataparudra, Rudra II.—This was the
ill-fated ruler, in whose reign took place

first, the Muhammadan invasions, and then,
annexation of the Kakatiya

the practical
kingdom by Muhammad-bin-Taghlak. It is

from one of the sons of this king that the
inspiration for the foundation of Vijayanagar
is said to have come by the Muhammadan his-
torians. Prataparudra had to begin.by settling
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KAKATIVAS OF WARANGAL.

disturbances in Nellore, In A.D. 1308 came
the first invasion of the Kakatiya kingdoms
by the Muhammadans under Malik Kafur.
This was followed by another in 1309, when
the city and the fort fared very badly. On
this occasion Rudra offered terms of capitula-
tion which were accepted by Malik Kafur.
The territory was put under tribute and Malik
Kafur left the capital with one thousand camel-

loads of booty.
Rudra and his enemies.—It was in the
inva-

interval between these Muhammadan
the Kerala king Ravivarman

sions that

Kulasekhara found his opportunity to march
across the Chola dominions as far as
Kanchi, and have himself crowned there in
A.D. 1313. Three years after this Prataparudra
was able to recover Kanchi by turning out the
enemy. Then his general advanced south-
wards even as far as Trichinopoly. On this
occasion, the power of Prataparudra was push-

ed forward to the south-westalso by the occupa-
The latest date

tion of the fort of Gandikota.
So far found for Prataparudra is A. D. 1322-23,
When as a resultof an invasion by Muhammad-
bin-Tughlak he was defeated and taken prisoner
to Delhi. He was again put under tribute and
Sent back to rule his dominions as before. It

Was while he was still alive that one of his
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sons Krish
na
ppa Nayak brought about a"

alliance be

frontier wi::f:n the various chieftains of that

lala I, who ;:-(Iiast Hoysala ruler Vira Bel-

of Vijayanaga id the foundations of the city

of the Muhammr to resist the further advanc®

of this we sh adans in the south, The story
all take up in the next chaptel-

CHAPTER XXIV.

VIJAYANAGAR.

The Emupire ;
madan ent,?lre in the making.— Muha®”
have alread;7 ?Outt} of the Vindhyas.™ we
circumstance described in Chapter xXII, the
entered Indiassl:)?l(ti}?r ;"hiCh the Muhammadaf’s

) of the Vindhyas, forth

time und

e
described rbr?elg-ud-din Khilji. We have also
y the further invasions of that

th :
that, and stat:dreg‘ons further southward ¢
province south of that the first Muhammad?®
the Vindhyas was constitut€

out of t .
giri, lxng(jrklsngdom of the Yadavas of DeV¥’
ultan Mubarak Khitji in A2

. avin
g once come into South India an

with a )
provinci
the Muhamml:dClal headquarters at Deva#]
an rulers at Delhi found 1

tainly
conveni
ient to extend their opcratioﬂs

.

efirst

rh
t cer”
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This rz?m Deva‘giri a_s a centre.
havinwent on from time t0 time till at las-t,
bute (1‘1 put Warangal undler permanent tri-

A. D. 1323), they carried their depreda-

tio
ns as far south 2S tself,
s in variotu

f
urther southwards f

Ramesvaram i
s locatities, chief
dura. The cha-
was SO devas-
and SO thoroughly
o make

leaving garrison
:a";?ng them being Ma

rer of their conguests
tating in regard to property,

subversive in regard O all that went t
up the civilisation of the Hindus, that, as 2

natural reaction, it provoked the great
f‘a“OHal movement which ended in the found-
Ing of a new imperial city, which became

famous in history 2 Vijayanagal:
The foundation of Vijayand
movement had its origin u
Tugh]ak wh
two invasions into th
scheme to transfer the capital from Delhi to
Devagiri,and the faiture of this project: showed
plainly the weakness of the Delhi empiré, and
that was the signal jti
strength and
uitimately broug
Among the twent

the empire of Mu
there were at

garr—This
Muhammad

ovince
ughlak was com-
ovinces,

y-three pr

hammadT
feast four pr

posed,
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which mj

. might be

giri for regarded S

i med a outh India -

vincial admi .regular province un ld“- Do

condition flnlstration. Waran l( e
of a ) gal was inthe

own dynasty Su'lI)‘;)rd”]ate kingdom under its

were morethanonc]e Hoysalas further south

City was parti e defeated and their capital

Pandyas of the fla“y destroyed. Even vthe

arthest south, felt the pressure

of th
e Mut
1
ammadan invasio
sions,

The cha
one occasi::Cter of these invasions.—O"
\t}f‘;e fort of W:::ir; Ifhllsru Khan laid ssi.ege to
Waran al, he o
which :‘:zmt:):fle alter"ati\ffezrede::; N O;
“.'at could be ¢ complete los’s of everm:lel'nog
ston. He wasg regarded as a desirable g sleﬂ-
failing this, h:Skeq to become a Mussfﬁian"
possessions to (Was to give up all hi; ;arthl);
was given the chathe faithful’; failiné this, he
st Th 1ai
SOUthu‘;Vh:‘th;s indicatednttolzt:l::lggeiof /;rr;ir
further invasixaCt]y they could ;"("S Of“e
they naturallOns of the Muhamn 'xri)'eCt rm;
to do or dje ra)t,h put themselves i:ld( dnsi" ml‘
The inspiratio,,er than submit to thi:eas(hlanr:‘e»
}‘;SVe sprung  fr for this movement seems tf;
arangal, who dc_):" one of the princes of
ld notapprove of his fatt;er’s«

DEOGIRL
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extending i .
very neaf ;tzupowcr in the south, so that fof
mencement tharter of a century at the com”
their pije(;t thise Wer‘e'left in peaée to carry
the north. ough without oppositior{ from
The sweepi
garrisons effm%hoﬁ of the Muhammada®
organised the e South.— They therefor®
were ready f‘:;eIVes during this period an
found itself i en the Muhammadan st'°
move, not meretl1 a convenient position
but to take the :1 to oppose it with successs
of turning out l(l)re thorough-going measure
frem the south aT the Mussalman garrisons
five brothers w' he most famous among the
enterprising Sas Bukka, and an energetic an
carried  this on of t.his Bukka it was that
Mussalman gar:peratlon of turning the
the greatest su isons out of South India wit
Kampana, thzess. His name was Kumar?
of the Maharajyae ?ﬂice was that of Vicer®’
Mysore. Theref of Mulbagal in somh-eastem
Madura with t:)m' he carried on war uP
generals, the B e assistance of two able
Mangu, both ofvrvi)hman. Gopana and Saluvd
by the restorati o (?lsﬁ“g“ished themselves
the great Vish ion toits former great}xess
ishnu temple at Srirangam, which

had suffer
e >
d badly in the recent Mmmmmada"
.rwo

. .
nvasions., Bukka died in A. D. 1376

.S
econd of the name, 4
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rulers had reigned in the Bahmani kingdom,

Ala-ud-din  Hassal Gangu and his SO0
M_uh.ammad Shah. The latter tried to extend
his power, but was occupied all the time more
or less with his war against Wwarangal. The
whole of the south had Dbeen brought

under the ruler of Vijayanagar by this time,
after, the son and

and about four or five years
successor of Bukka, b me Harihara, the
! | the imperial
titles, and threw off open subordination
to the empire Of Delhi, which itself had
suffered greatly from & rapid succession of
.rulers terminating ©
invasion of Timur.
The first Dynasty-—
dynasty had to mainta

f cour

Thereafter this uew
in perpetual war
in all of which

they were abl
the defensive with
MUhammadans wit
in the Deccan. The
through half a doze
very near a century an
ruler of this dynasty W2
(1421-48), in whose tme
tended to the
a viceroyalty
longed the charge of

dynasty ©
n generati
da half.

ons and for
The greatest

Devaraya
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.
The city had been extended and thoroughly

ortified, so that it seemed to the travellers
‘hat'visit'ed his court, one of the greatest and
Most splendid: cities of the world, provided
avishly with all that went to make life
Coflifortable, ijayanagar reached the greatest
eight of its power under him ( before the days
of king Krishnadeva Raya). He received in
1443 ap ambassador named Abdur Razzak,
Who has left behind him a very good descrip-
tion of the city as he saw it.

The rise of Orissa.—In the course of his
reign, a new power comes upon the scene.
The earlier rulers of the Mussalman kingdom
of Devagiri, the Bahmanis sultans, carried on
a series of successful wars against Warangal.
In the course of their later wars, they called to
their ajd a new dynasty that had arisen in
Orissa, The first enterprising ruler of this
dynasty assisted the Muhammadans of the
Bahmani kingdom and profited himself very
Much by so doing. The Muhammadan frontier

Was extended to the eastern limits of the
The kings of

Present Nizam’s Dominions.
Orissa had extended their territory to include
Within it the Madras Presidency coast of
Te“ﬂgana, so that when Devaraya died in
A. D, 1449, the kingdom of Vijayanagar came
into touch with the Hindu state of Orissa on the

A i
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32;s;qne,t:2dtl;e Muhammadan Bahmani Kin&"
These two oft er, along the Krishna frontier:
therefore hoo 'tlen acted in alliance and were
In this co S;‘l e to the empire of Vijayanagar
and bi n(ltlo.n the great Devataya di€
Mallls.lsion.Malhkarjuna succeeded. .
aDDear; ::;I;J:m:‘-~This son, for some reasom
that the fath0 ave commanded the influence
have been Ser did. There seems besides to
the empire aZrEe division of interests withil
of his, Bl;t th etwe?" him and a half-broth€f
quest by the © empire was saved from cof”
the exertions ;nem‘es .from outside, through
kept the ene one ofn.s great generals wh‘O
tory on the ot;ny (.)f Orissa within his terf”
appears to }].er side of the Godaveri. 1There
A. D. 1466-67 1'dve bee'n’ some time about
referred to a,l;l usurpation by the half-brothef
downfall of theojve' and that brought about th®
gar achieved th(._vnasty under which Vijglyana-
done all at onc N Pro,mi"ence. This was not
for a period ;’ This usurping brother rule
the dynasty w about twenty years whe?
gar as overthrown by the Vijayan®~
Tlfeeneral, .Saluva Narasimha.
Na’rashirl?a? lie'nét its highest.— Saluv®
have usurpe(.i th 1S great general appears to
object of . e tl.lrone not with any peny
of making himself great. His motive

VIJAYANAGAR. 175

A
\—

seems to have been nothing less than the pre-
servation of the empire. He had to carry on,
for ha]f a century nearly, before his usurpation
and after, war against both the northern
enemies, and he did that with success. At
the time of his death, however, the three great
fortressgs, the keys to ‘the posséssion of the
south, were still in the hands of his enemies.
I'hese fortresses were Raichur in the Doab,

between the Krishna and the Tungabhadra;

Kondavidu at the head of the delta of the

Krishna, and Udayagiri in the Nellore district.
While his young son succeeded to the throne,
on his death-bed he entrusted the charge of

pire to his faithful general Narasa.

the em
trusted

Both Narasa and his father were
generals of Saluva Narasimha all their life
and Narasa now carried on the
ig behalf of his master’s son.

He had to fight many times against the
Mussalman enemies round about Raichur, and
the Orissa king in the region of Kondavidu
and Udayagiri. On the whole he maintained
himself with success against these enemies.
When he died in 1505, his own son, Vira Nara-
simha, usurped the throne, possibl_v setting

aside the legitimate monarch Narasimha IL
threw the pro-

which

long,
administration

This change of succession
vinces of the empire into rebellion,
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——

Vir: arasi
U Narasimha struggled harg during his |

sho i :
It reign to pyt down, He sucgeeded in, )

most cas ?
ases, and whep the empire passed on

to his
S younger brother Krishnadevaraya,

the Ir
greatest ryjey of the empire, the first

thing that

: ®% Monarch  had to |
against one of the mogt ol -+ g PRl
governors, who laig

Powerful among the
claim to the central

pire S
good his claipy,. FI had SOTTHT I

Kri 43

thronl:Iil:al;&. Dl.mlzgga:e;amyﬂ (.Iame to the
is the man kllown inn g 15.2?' o
Rayar, Rayaly, of . popular tr?dltlon as
with Appaji, hi,s o .fiyan.), and is coupled
Indian tale, R mme‘r in many a South
his attention (oi had first of all 'to turn
which had been‘:;”.‘e government .lnt:rce(l)ir_,
fusion on accoy Mewhat thrown in w
his brother avoTRHe late, rebellions under
and ‘farthe, He then marched to Penukonda
Siva . South, and across westwards to
S n?amud'ram, where he finally overthrew
¥ rebel chxe&Gangaraia ol U mattlll He
Sr‘i:;::(; northwards fyryher by way o—
tier. Strx;atam a.nd Came tg the Bijapur frorf;J |

he threy .ngthem"g garrisons already (heu '

Marcheq ' a fresh garrison into Raichur @72

Wanteq ACross to Adoni, From ther®

ed to Proceed against the kingof Kalin

ga
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When Tirumalaraya died after about tea year

of rule, he was succeeded by the eldest survivi

ing son of his, who suffered some reverses at’
the hands of the Golkonda Muhammadans at,

Penukonda, In consequence, either he h‘{méelf,’!

or his younger brother Venkatadri, transferf-i

red the capital from Penukonda to Chandra-
S |

giri.
Venkatadri.—Under Venkatadri, who came
to the throne about 1585, the empire showed
a ‘tendency to break up. The Naik of
Madura showed himself actually a rebel
and his nephew, the viceroy at Srirangapatam,
did not show himself more trustworthy. These
circumstances, bad enough in themselves,
were aggravated by the ambition of one of
Venkatadri’s brothers-in-law, Jaggaraya by
name. This Jaggaraya revolted against the.
successor of Venkatadri, who was an adopted
son, in favour of his own nephew. He:

"managed so far to secure the support of

the garrison at the headquarters as to be able.
to throw the successor of Venkatadri and:
his fa-rrii'ly in prison, and bring about a
massacre,of the ro’yal_family,fomﬂposw of the.
king, his queens, and three of his sons and a
daughter, Through the good offices of a

" washerman, the founder of the present Ven-

katagiri family, Yachama Nayaka by name,

SRR S : .
e e 9
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