'KARL- MARX

“dnd Unto The Poor, The Gospel Is Preackqd »

(St. Matthew,)

In this short essay, I propose to tell young India the
story of the life and work of a great European Rishi, a
8aint and sage, whose name is revered to-day by
niillions of men and women in all countries of the
West. Such a study will show us that saintliness does
ot consist only in repeating religious formula and
singing hymne, and that the hardest tapas can be per-
formed out of a penance-grove and without  sitting in -
the midst of four burning logs of wood under thé
burning sun. It will also lead us to the diScussion 'of
vital problems of human welfare and set us thinking.
It will teach us not to confine ourselves to the writings
of Kanda and Kapila, Sankaracharya and Ramanujs
in our search for wisdom but to turn to the great
modern thifikers for gnidance in our social, morul;
intellectual and political difficulties. Modern civilisa-
tion has been built up by the devoted labours of a group
of heroes and heroines at the head of vast numbers of
energetic people, and Marx is one of this coterie of
tainkers and workers, whose names are household '

words in Eutope.
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Modern India has personal tie too, that links Marx’s

name to her destiny, for Marx’s favourite grandson,
Mr. Jean Longuet, one of the most prominent French
Journalists, is a staunch champion of India’s rights and
aspirations, and always supports new India’s claims in

his daily paper, L' Humanite of Paris. Monsieur.

Longuet is the son of Karl Marx's eldest daughter, and
used to comfort the.last days of the great ‘Philosopher
in the early eighties. Young India does not know the
full value of Mr. Longuet's services to her cause, hut
time will reveal all. -There is nothing hidden that ghall
not be made public. . .

We shall understand Karl Marx’s life and doctrine
better, if we try to put oursclves in a reflective mood
first. 'We shall then be able to see the world as i
appeared to him. Each of us views the world from
his particular angle. To the preacher, the world is full
of sinmers; to the cobber, it is full of shoes that require
mending ; to the king, it is full of subjects. And thus
everyone lives in a world of his own. Karl Marx
regarded the world from his own standpoint, and we
must comprehend it beforc we can profit by his great
work. .

Karl Marx devoted his life to the solution of the
problem of poverty. Poverty is an evil . of the first
magnitude all over the warld. Itis the curse of ths
race. It blights moral growth and dwarfs the intellect,
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Tt is the root of slavery and disease. It has been the
enemy of progress and civilisation from- the earliest
times. Now poverty may be due to various circum-
stances. It may be the result of geographical and
meteorological conditions as in Siberia, Greenland, and
Arsbia. It may be caused by over population asin
China. It may be aggravated by ignorance of the prin-
ciples of agriculture, as in India and Mexico. It may
bo the consequence of political disorder and chronic-
social unrest, as in the republics of South América.
It may be the necessary outcome of political conditions,
as in medieval France and some regions of Asia. Or
it may be due to the economic conditions of production
and distribution, as in modern Europe.
These causes of poverty are not mutually exclusive.
A people may be tormented by drought and locuats,
fleeced by ‘money-lenders, plundered by feudal lords,
and robbed by banditti in one and the same country.
But scientific study requires a complete analysis of the
different causes, which are not mutually comnected by’
a tie ‘of bssential ‘relationship, though they may exist
sininitaneously. AL R
Karl Marx did not deal with all the causes of poverty
that have been enumerated above. He confined him-
self to one phase of the question. He asked himself,
“ Why are the mass " of the peoplé in modern ‘ Edrope
so0 poor and niiserable ?”. And he chiefly concentrat-
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ed his attention on those countries in which the factory
system had begn established in the last quarter of the
eighteenth century orlater.

Thus Marx was not a philosopher in the sense that
he attempted to find an answer to the everpresent
question of whence and whither that has baffled the
minds of men since they began to think, He was no$
a moral teacher or a religious enthusiast, nor wss he
prepared to offer a satisfactory synthesis of all the
forces and phenomena of life for the guidance of

humamty He was a gleaner in one field. He choose:

a modest work and applied his all to its completion.

The problem of poverty has been before the world

* ever since the first monera sprang to life in the depths
of the ocean. Does not Darwin inform us that nature
does not produce sufficient food for all the creatures
that aye born 9" Thus our scientific commanders tell us
tha.t the commssamat mrangements of the world are
Woefully defective. Animals live in a state of chronice
famine and consequent civil war.

Man too was in a similar condition in th® primitive
epochs of luatory Hunting was his sole source of food,
and he wag the pray quite as often as he was the
hunter. " But with the advent of the pastoral stage, the
conditions of thmgs changed. And when the miracle
of a.gﬂculture wag wrought, giving man one-thousand
grains in place of one and thus feeding multitudes with
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-a handful of corn long before the alleged feat of Jesus,

man's poverty was a thing of ‘the -past. Plenty:
reigned everywhere. o

But fate was moking his hopes. For now we have
to solve this great riddle ; How is it that man has been
in an object state of poverty even after the discovery’
of agriculture? Far back as we may go, we.find the:
majority of men in the grip of vile poverty.  Greece,
Rome, China, Persia, and all other nations of antiquity,
saw this horried spectacle, and remained gilent. The-
philosophexs of India did not condescend to attend to
it. They lived on the corn of the peasant, and then
turned round and blamed him for his attachment tb
.such gross meterial things .as qrops and cattle. They *
did not see that all philosophy is ultimately dependent
.ori manure, So illogical a position surprises one who
reflects on the severely rationalistic spirit of Hindu
Philosophy. A system of philosophy that does not deal
-withe economics is like a tower without foundations.
For it is clear that a man must be born ahd then must
.eatibnd grow before he can attain mukti, nirean, salva-
tion," profection or any other goal that religion may
propose for him. ‘Modern Europe recognises this
truth, and Marx has put the whole world under a debt
of gratitude by pointing ott the fundamental import-~
.ance of economics in human history. e

Just as humanity was bafled by - poverty e¥en dfter
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agriculture had filled her granaries, so she has eaten
dry crusts and worn rags even after the remarkable
inventions of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
have increased man's productive powers a hundred

fold and made nature & humble vassal of his will.. |
How is that while the world is rich, the people are 8o -
poor? This was the problem that Marx wished tov'

solve for Modern Europe, where poverty had no right:
to exist, as science had improved agriculture emd
industry beyond the wildest dreams of. the wutopia
builders of the past.; But the people of Europe were
in Marx’s time sunk in wretched poverty and the same
state of things exists now. For Marx isnot so far
‘removed from us. He was born in 1818 and died
in 1883. C - ‘

The educated classes of India have no idea of the

* horrible destitution of the mass of the people in Europe.

‘The Moghul Emperors, in their pride of power, carved.
on the walls of the palace of Delhi the romantic
legend :—* If there is a Heaven on earth it is here, it
is here, it is here.” And as I walked about® the slum.
quarters of Paris and New York, the old reminiscences-
awoke in my mind with an altered refrain :—“If there:
is a hell on earth, it is here, it is here, it is here.” Let
«the young men of India reply why one man like Andrew

Carnegie can give away £ 36,000,000 in charity, while' -

forty-four peraons, who were arrested as vagrants the
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other day in New-York, had only Rupees 5 among
them for all their wordly belongings.. How is it that
England is the richest country in the world, but full
one-third of the English people live on the verge of
starvation year in and year out? How is it that while
English exports and imports are increasing by leaps
ang bounds, many workmen have to cut their children’s.
throats and cominit suicide every winter, because they
have nothing to est? How does it come about that
while the rich idlers are going so far afield as Biskra,
Algiers, Khartoum for their holidays, the poor people
are dying of consumption by thousands for lack of
proper food and fresh air? How does it happen that
while the sun never sets on England’s vast Empire, he-
also does not set on her filthy slum? All these
questions troubled young Marx's mind day and night,
and he resolved to sacrifice his life and a brilliant
career to help the working men of Europe of the soul-
destroying. disease-breeding poverty in which they
dragged their wretched existence. It would be an error-
of languagé 1o say that they lived. -
" . But that is not the whole of this great problem. Let.
“us try to think why the idlest persons in the world are-
the richest. Why should a cooly who works all' day
earn only 3 annas, while a shareholder of & cotton. mmll
earns an annual dividend of huddreds of rupees, though -
he may sleep away the whole time ? How is it that
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the farmer, who feeds the whole world, cannot feed
himself? How is it that the peasant, who toils in rain
and sun is always poor and in debt, while the village
money-lender grows fat and rich by sitting cross-legged
in his shop and writting something from time to time in
his ledger? How do you explain the strange anomoly.
that the man who risks his life in getting a pearl frome
“the bottom’of the ocean in the Persian gulf nevel
wears it himself and never becomes wealthy, while . the
merchant who sells that pearl in Bombay or Caleutta
lives in-a stately mansion and enjoys all - comfort -anid
social esteem 2 How can you account for the fact that
the working-men, who bring all the coal out of the mine
‘in England or India, will all remain the same dirty,
poor despised beggars that they are now, while the
shareholders of the companiés that sell the coal will
rise from millionaires to - multi-millionaires and from
multi-millionaires to billionaires as time passes by,
while they have never seen the mine, and in many
cases do not even know where itis ? How is it that the
hardest and the most dangerous kinds of labdur are the
worst-paid in all countries of the world? These
awkward questions mustbe answered somehow or other.
In ancient times, people did not see the way out -of
the maze. So they preached charity to - the rich smd

- patierce to the poor, with the consolation of Heaven

thrown in as a reward of poverty in this world. Thus
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Jesus saw clearly that David and Lazarus represented

an unnatural state of things, but he could only threaten

PDavid with hell-fire and cheer Lazarus with the pros-
pect of sitting in Abraham’s bosom after death. At
the same time, the ancient philosophers recommended

cynical renunciation and self-starvation, ‘W ealth’ is

fleeting : it cannot be equally and justly distributed; it
cannot be kept safe against the avarice of Kings and
the skill burglars. So they resorted to the heroic
remedy of abolishing it altogether. But they could not
carry out their precepts in practice, for the only logical
outcome of their doctrine was suicide for all and
everybody, They loudly condemed all economic activit.y
but lived on the fruit of other peoples, economice
exertions. They mistook an .impossible and stupid
retreat from the field for a great victory, Even the
ascetic who ate only a grain of rice every day, did
consume a certain quantity of rice in order to live and
show his contempt for all rice-cultivators. Thys the anei-
ent world only suggested foolish remedies and conld not
diagnise the disease. The problem of the inequality
of material conditions bewildered it, and it ran away
in haste, - Some tried to ascribe: these evils to the
deeds of & former life. Buyt'the modern world seeks
some less recondits explanation of the phenomenon.
It takes the bull by the horns instead. of fleeing before
it. No saint or philosopher can live-on ideas or divine
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g;'ace. No amount of virtue will save a man from con-
samption or plague, if he is ill-fed and weak. Trans-
cendental philosophy has feet of clay, like N ebuchand-
nezzar's golden image; for the natural needs of the
bad afflict saint and sinner alike; and even the Vedanta
cannot flourish without a certain modicum of protein,
carbohy-drates, and water within twenty-four hours.
For shame.! For shame! What vulgar word-liness it
is to-connect salvation and mukti with wheat and len-
tils | But facts afe facts and I never - read of a philoso-
pher or religious idealists, " who could live .on - air or-
legic.” Thus the old solutions of the perennial problem
of poverty were entirely inadequate and ridiculous.
Let us see how the modern world grapples-with it. And
let us study Karl Marx’s contribution t the intellectual
treasures of the human rave in this province.

+ Karl Marx was bom on Tuesday, May bth, 1818 in
the Grerman town of Treves. - His father wasa lawyer-
of reputs, andhad been converted from Judaism to
Christianity early in his career. Karl was the brightest
of his sons, and the fond father formed great hopes of
futare careor.. Karl was sent to the Universities of'
Bonn and Berlin to study philosophy and jurfisprudence
and qualify for a 2rofesnion." "The romantic lad wrote
poetry and planned some novels, but found that p _
was ot his vocation. He turned to philosophy and™
became a follower of Hegel, though he maintained
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a ver;' critical attitude and finally rejected the idealistic
element of the Hegelian system. He passed through a
period of painful intelleetual and -spiritual unrest,—the
storm after. which all great spirits. find . the calm an.d
settled-convictions and, purposes in life. But his
idealism annoyed his father very ml;ch, and we ﬁnd
the old, jew addressing grave ren}qmtrn.nces .to. the
philosophically inclined son on his imprudence in neg-
lecting his worldly prospects. The thccanfful man of
the world wished his  son to be like lumeelf..' But
Karl was born to other things. It is pathetic to
read in one of his father's letters the following sermon
e importance of money :(—. - . .
on.‘ttéompl{ew disorder, silly wandering through .all~
branches of science, silly. brooding at- the. . .brumng
on lamp ; turned wild in your coat o.f learning an(l
unkempt hair-+--+---Only on one subject, I am ?txll
in the dark as to your views, and on that subject
you are shrewd enough to keep silent. 1 mean
that cursed gold, whose worth to a family man you
do not deem to grasp at all......., though you
unjustly claim that do not kuow, or do.not under-
atand you" . e
Karl did not mend his ways, and even wrote g thesia
that would certainly have lost him his doctor’s  degres,
for which he had  worked s0 many years. His revo-

lutionary idess had made him unpopylar with the
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authorities, and his chances of securing a professor's
chair were very small indeed. His father’s disappoint-
ment at seeing his-'son in wander away into the
thorny paths of politics and ‘philosophy can be better
imagined than described. His mother too felt the loss
keenly, as she had cherished the hope that her dear
Karl would win wealth and rank by means of his rare
intelléctual gifts. Little did she dream that he would
pass his life in exile and poverty, and that his remains
would rest far from the family vault in a hamble grave
across thé water.- But the struggle between paternal
solicitude and youthful idealism is not an uncommon
occurrence, Every young philosopher was not blessed
"with a philosopher for his father. India too knows
this domestic strife, which makes one home ' dark but
spreads light over the lind. Is not Buddha, the great
exemplar of this eternal éonflict ?~ Karl too was born
to wring his parent’s hearts with sorrow, but to give to.
the world great tidings of. joy. He who belongs to
hinmself cannot belong to the family : he who dotes on
the family cannot work whole-heartedly for'the world,
Some one must weep in order that all may laugh. This.
rule of vicarious suffering holds good under all cireum-
stances. - . :
In 1843, Karl married Johanna Bertha Julie Jeriny:
Von Westphalen, a beautifal lady who had been the"
playmate of his childhood, and who fully reciprocated:
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his tender affection. It was a social sacrifice for her to
marry Karl, as she came of a rich and' nohle family,
while Karl was a penniless graduate. But love is stron-
ger than the world. The marriage was a happy one,
and Jenny stood by her husband in all his traile
and troubles till death parted them 38 years lafer..
Brave as Karl Marx ever was, his wife was braver
still, and there is rio doubt that her love and gentleness-
cheered and soothed him in his exile and bitter
poverty. As we shall see, Jenny loved the cause of
the working-classes as passionately as Karl, and.
sacrificed two children with as much heroism as any
Abraham  offering Issa¢ to God; or Agamemnon
immolating Iphigenia for the public good: -
In 1842, Karl Marx adopted . political :journalism to
earn his livelihood, and disseminate his political . ideas..
Germany was at that timeruled by a wretched
despotic bureaucracy, at the head of whieh stood the-
king, of Prussins  There was no popular liberty. The:
consitutional movement of the early nineteenth century-
had left no permanent results behind, The numerous
petty states were governed in the same manner, though
gham constitutional assemblies existed in some of
them. All the advanced thinkers of Germany were
engaged in & campaign against this despotic and irres-
ponsible system of government. Karl - took - his: -
position in ‘their ranks, and his brilliant contributions.
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to the “ Rhenische Zeitung,” (The Rhenish Gazette) -
attracted much attention. He was made editor-in-chief

.and conducted the paper with great courage and skill

His sledge hammer blows directed against the govern~ '

ment soon drew down the wrath of the public on him.
In’ April 1843, the paper was suppressed. Marx
wrote to Ruge, his friend and collaborater :— The
cloak of radicalism has fallen, and the almighty dese
potism stands naked before the eyes of the entire
world.” Ruge Replied :—* The entire press of Ger
many could not on account of one or two officials, nor
even the king, be suppresed.-.---- If the opposition in
‘the publishing world wished to open new: ba.ttleﬁeldl,
it must do so outside of Germany.”

Marx saw that he could do nothing within the
country. He had become interested in the French
writers, who preached communism as a cure for the
poverty of the working classes of Europe. He also
_grew discontented with the merely political Liberalism
which did not include economic measures for the relief
of the poor peasants and working classed in its pro-
. gramme, He resolved to study economics and the
theories of the French communists. So he left Ger-
many and went to Paris—that Mecca of all lovers of
freedom, the centre of knowledge and art, liberty and
- achievement, the mighty moral workshop of the world.
“With his arrival in Paris began a new period in his life.

%

KARL MARX

He became the editor of a new radical journal, The
Valwarts, published in Paris to further the German
political movement. He continued his trenchant attack
on the Prussian Government. The Prussian bureau-
cracy took alarm and requested the’French Govern-
ment to suppress the paper. Tyrannical governments
are always very obliging to one another, and France
was at this time governed by a corrupt monarchy
under Louis Philippe. In January, 1845, M. Guizot
the French Minister, expelled Marx and the other
contributors of the journal from Paris, Marx went
to Brussels with his wife and child, and met other
German poliﬁcal exiles who were living there. His
three year’s stay at Brussels brought him into touche
with assocwtlons of German communists, and firat gave
him an opportumty of allaying himself with the forces
of communism on the continent. He established a
German workingman’s club; and secured the editorial
contgol of the Deutsche Brusseier Zeitung, a radica)
paper published by German exiles. He lectured , to
working men on the principles - of political eqonomy,
snd carried on an extensive correspondence with 'the
radical leaders of France and Germany. He also tried
to organise the various scattered communist societies
in one great league. He entered if relations with the
German communist club of London -and induced its -
members to transfer their haadquarters to Brussels, so
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.

that the movement might have the beneilt t his
personal guidance. He then established a **Couununist
League,” and wrote a manifesto which is to this day
famous as “The Communist Manifesto.”

The “Communist Manifesto” was brought tin  the
printer on February 24, 1843, and on the sauie . the
world learned that a republican revolution . . .roken
out in Paris and that the King of France | oui  ippe

had fled from Paris in disguise. M. Guizot, tiv \imister
who had expelled  Marx from Paris in 1545, also
sought safety in foreign parts. A Provisional
Government was established, and a Republic was
proclaimed. .

Meanwhile, the Prussian Government had been
trying to persuade the Belgian authoritics to expel
Marx from Belgiun, but with no success. At last, in
February 1848, the spread of communism among the
working classes frightned the Belgian Govermment,
and Marx was arrested and ordered to lerve B ian
soil at once.

But fortune favoured him this time, for 1" - »evol-tion

in France had left the way clear to Paris. .n fact, the

French government, through one of its mewbers had
begged “the brave and loyal Marx” to retum to the
country whence “Tyranny had banished hi,n, and where
he lfke all fighting in the sacred cause, the canse of the
fraternity of all people;”” would find welcome. Marx
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spent some months in Paris, and returned to Germany
to start a democratic newspaper the Newe Rhenische
Zeitung of Cologne (New Rhenisk Gazette). The
first issue of the paper was published on June 1, 1848.
Marx’s friend Engels wrote about his bnef atay in
Paris :— ‘

4T saw Paris again, during the short fleeting weeks
- of the republican delirium, in March and April, when

- the workers ate during the day their dry bread and

potatoes, and at night planted “trees of liberty ” in the
boulevards, had displays of fireworks, and sang the
Marseillaise, and when the bourgeois hid themselves’
in their houses and sought to assuage the rage of the
populace.”

The New Rhenish Gazette was no more popular with
thé government of Germany than its predecessor,
which had been suppressed in 1843, In the course of
summer of 1848, a Democratic Congress was held at
Cologne ; Marx took an active part in its proceedings.
Albert Brisbane, an American socialist, was also.pre-
sent at it, and left a pen-picture of Marx at the Congress
from which we quote the following :—

. I found there Karl Marx, the leader of the popu-
lar movement. The writings of on Labour and
Capital and the social theories he thén elaborated, have -
had more influence on the great socialistic moventent

of Europe than those of any other man:-.-..-He was
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. just then rising into prominence; a man of some thirty’
years, short, solidly built, with a fine face and bushy
black hair. His expression was that of great energyy
and behind his self-contained reserve of manner were

. visible the fire and passion of aresolute soul. Marx's
(suprem'e sentiment was hatred of the power of capi
tal, with its spoliations, its selfishness, andits pubjec-
tions'of the labouring classes:----As I remember that
young man uttering his first words of protest against
our economic system, I reflect how little it was imagi~
ned then that his theories would one day  agitate the -
world and become the important lever in the overthrow
of time-honoured institutions. How little did the con~
temporaries of St. Paul imagine the influence which

_ that simple mind would produce on the fatare of the |
world? Who could have supposed at that time that ;

he was more of importance than the Roman senate

-ot the reigning Emperor—more even than all the:

. Emperors of Christendom to follow ? In modern :

- times, Karl Marx may have heen as important in his '

; way as was St. Paul in his.” ‘ f
. The heavy arm of the German Government was not

long in falling on the interpid journalist and political
“ agitator.” On Feb, 7, 1849, Marx and other collea~
gues were triecd®n the charge of having lLibelled
the public prosecutor and some constables in certain.
eomments on their official actions, Marx conducted his

{
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.own defence and spoke for about an hour. His speech

was reslly an indictment of the ministry. He conclu-

ded it with these momorable words :— :

* Not only does the general situation in Germany,
but also the state affairs in Prussia, -impose upoxlx us
the duty to watch with the utmost distrust every move-
ment of the Government and publicly to denounce to
#he people the slightest misdeeds of the system--—--:in
the Month of July alone, we had to denounce three
illegal arrests------It is the duty of the press to step
forward on behalf of the oppressed and their strugg-
les. And then gentlemen, the edifice of slavery has its
most effective supports in the subordinate political and
social functionaries that immediately deal with private
fife—the person, the living individaal. It is. mot

- sufficient to fight the general - conditions and. the
superior powers. The press must make up its mind
to oppose this constable, this attorney, this councillor.
‘What has wrecked the March revolution? It refor-
med only the highest political olass, but it left
untouched all the supports of this class—the old
‘bereaucracy, the old army, the old courts, the old
‘judges, born, educated and wornout in the serviee. of
-absolutism. The first duty of the_press is now to
-nnder:nine all the supports of th'e. present political

state.’ IR

"The defendants wergacquitted by the Jury. - But twe
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days latter, on Feb. 9, 1849, Marx and his associates
were again tried for inciting to armed resistance to the
King’s authority. This was a much more serious
affair. Marx made a brilliant speech in his defénce,
and the jury who again brought in a verdict of ‘not
guilty,’ sent one of their number to thank him for the
very instructive lecture that he had given them! In
May ‘1849, there were risings in Dresden and other
places in the Rhine provinces. The patience of the
Prussian Government was now exhausted. Marx was
ordered to leave Prussia and the Gazette was suppres-
sed by administrative order. That last issue of the
paper appeared on May 19, printed in red ink and
" containing a stirring * Farewell” poem.

Marx again left his native land, and went to Paris..
What happened next can best be described in his
wife’s words. Her diary gives us a vivid record of the
daily sufferings of the house-hold on account of their
harrowing poverty. Here is one extract from it. *

“ We remained in Paris a month. Here, also, there:
was to be no resting place for us, One fine morning
the familiar figure of the sergeant of police appeared

* with the announcement that Karl ‘ et sa dame’ (and
his wife) must lgave Paris within twenty-four hours

+«seo.] again gathered together my small belongings.
to seek a safe home in London. Karl had hastened
thither before us”. .
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« Mrs. Marx arrived in London towards the end of June,
1849, and in July her fourth-child, Henry, was borm
there. Speaking of this event,, Mr. J. Sparge, the
learned biographer of Marx, says that the child, was,
“ Cursed from birth by the black monster of poverty
and doomed to the early death which is the fate of 80
many thousands of poor children.”

This boy .died early in 1852, a victim, or rather a
martyr of poverty., Mr. Sparge rightly says :—

. Tt was the first time that death had visited the

i hirmble home, and the blow fell upon the parents the

‘more heavily because they knew that their little one;

who had sucked blood from his famished mother’s

breasts, was literally slain by poverty.”

The family were reduced to the most gnawing
poverty, almost to destitution, during their first fow
years in London. Bread was often the only food they
had, and Marx had to forego his share of it to let the
children eat a full meal. He would go and study in the
British . Museum, faint from hunger and cold. He
learned a little by writing ill- paid articles for reviews.
The struggle was bitter indeed. Once he applied in 2
railway. office for the possition of clerkpbut was reject-
ed on account of his-bad - handwriting! It will . be re-
mefnbéred by: posterity that one of the. -greatest
Gemrsan philosophers and writérs could not!become

even a railway clerk-! Later he was appointed London
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correspondent of the New York Tribune, and was for
months the only income of the family. Indian readers
who have visited England, can imagine how a family,
could live ‘on this pittance. Even the technical scholars
of the Government of India get £ 3 a week (of course
including college fees.) The couple lived in two rooms,
one of which was the sleeping room, while the other
served as kitchen, study and drawing-room. Illustrious
visitors found Marx in these humble. lodging, as they
came to pay their respects to him, or ask his advice on

important questions of politics and social orgadisation.

We shall quote from Mrs. Marx's letters some extracts
describing their life in London :—
“Nobody can say of us that we ever made & noise
- ahout what we for years, have sacrificed and had to
- endure ; very little, or never have our personal affairs
- or difficulties been noised abroad:--to save the politi-
cal honourof the paper (New-Rhenish Gazette) and
the ‘civic honour of his friends.he allowed the whole
burden to be unloaded on his shoulders, all the income
“he ‘sacrificed, and id the moment of his departure he
paid back the salaries of the editors and other bills,-
and he was efpelled by force from the country. Yom
know that we did not keep for ourselves anything:
* I went to Frankfort to pawnmy silverware, the last
- -wé had ; at Cologne I sold my furniture..«:+-you know
‘London and. its conditions = well enough. Three
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. children and the birth of a fourth.” For rent alone 'we
- paid 42 thalers a month- - -our small resources were soon
-exhausted: --The keeping of a wet nurse for my baby
. was out of the question, so I resolved to nurse the child

myself, in spite of the constant terrible pains in the
breast and the back. But the poor little angel drank
so much silent worry from me that he was sickly from
the first day of his life, lying in pain day and night. o
1 was sitting one day, when unexpectedly our land-
lady stepped in, to whom we had paid 250 thalers
during the winter, and with whom we had a contraet to
pay after that the rentto the owner of the house. She

- denied the contract and demanded £ 5, the sum we
~owed for rent and because we wereunable to pay at’
* once, two constables stepped in and attached my small

belongings, beds, linens, clothes, all even the cradle of
my poor baby and the toys of the two girls, who stood
by crying bitterly. In two hours, they threatened they'
‘would take all and every-thing away. I was lying there

.'on the bare hard floor with my freezing childrem»+s--
. The naxt day we had to getout of the house. iIt vh.s

ing for rooms. Nobodywmted to taly , PR Mﬁ:ﬁ “""'":;am
talked of four children. In tho eylidh* K
us. 1 sold my bedding to mtmﬁ g AN
baker, butcher and the milkmql, #ho got scaredand ~ 'Y
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brought to the sidewalk, and ‘was loaded on a cart.

We were able, after the selling of everything we pos-

sessed, to pay every cent. Imoved with my little ones

into our present two small rooms in the German Hotel,

1, Leicester Street, Leicester Square..-Donot belive

that these petty sufferings have bent us. I know only

too well that we are notthe only ones who suffer, and
I rejoice that I even belong to the chosen privileged
lucky ones, because my des.r husband, the support of

- my life, yet stands at my side.”

It would be sacrilege to add any comments on tlns
story of a wife’s heroism told by herself.

In the spring. of 1852, the afflicted couple lost their
infant girl Francisca, who was born the year before.
The mother’s diary records the - terrible destitution of
the family at this time. Here is an extra¢t, which shall
surely one day figure in the acts of the Apostles of the
Bible of emancipated Labour in time to coine :—

“ On Easter of the same year—1852—our poor Mitle

. Francisca died of severe bronchitis. For three days
. the .poor little child wrestled with death. Her
little dead body lay in the small back room ; we all of
us went into the frontroom, and -when.night came, we
made our beds on the floor, the three living children
lying by us---:»----The death of the dear ¢hild came in
. the-time of our bitterest poverty. Our German friends
- couldnothelp us:--:-....In the anguish of my heart, I
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wentto a French refilgee who lived nearand who had
sometimes visited us. I told him our sore need.” At
once with the friendliest kindness, he gave me £ 2.
‘With that we paid for the little ¢offin in wlnch the poor-
child sleeps, peacefully.”

At this time, too, oécured the amusing mculent
which has immortalised & pawn:broker who was too-
gealous for the rights of the: property. It happened
that Marx wanted to pawn some old silver spdons,
which his wife had inherited as heirldoms from her
aristocratic ancestors and which bore the crest of the
house of Argyll. The pawnsbroker’s suspicions were
yoused, when he saw his ragged German client in
possession of such precious wares, and he wanted t¢
have him arrested by the police.. It was with some
difficulty that Marx escaped arrestafter offering theneces--
ary explanations to the ipolice. We know that pawn-
brokers figure in the biography of Mazzini too. Evi-
dently Europe owes much to these despised custodians
of their people s goods for the movement of freedom
was helped out by them at the most critical periods’ of
the lives of its heroes’! Marx Alto uded to borrow small
gums at the -exorbitant rate of 20 ‘to 80 per cent,, for
snterest! This shows how: capithlisin, reperesented by
it meanest hirelings, wncen¢iously ‘wreaked its-venge-
atioe on. itd” bittevest enemy; who-'was ‘labouriag to
abolish rent, - interest and piofit ‘from the face of the
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earth. . Once or twice Marx eVen thought of going
into business, as he could not see the suffering of the
littile childern. But the brave wife dissuaded him from
this step, which would have been a severe blow to the
movement. She encouraged him to adhere to his
literary work, and thus saved him from the grievous
error that he wanted to commit. In a letter to Mrs.
‘Wedemeyer, dated March 11, 1861, Mrs. Marx wrote:-
“The first years of our life here were bitter ones,
but I will not dwell on those sad memories to-day, on
the losses weo suffered, nor the dear, sweet, departed
childern, whose pictures are engraved in our hearts
with such deep sorrow--....Then the first American
* crisis came, and our income was cut in half (from the
New York T'ribune.) Our living expenses had to be'
screwed down once more and we had even to incur
'debts:-----And now I comé to the brightest part of our
"life, from which the only ight and happiness was shed
on our existence—our dear children, The girls ‘are
a constant pleasure to us, owing to their affection-
ate and unselfish dispositions. Their little sister,
" however, is the idol of the whole house:--::-A most
- terrible fever attacked me and we had to send for a
doctor. On the 20th of November he came, examined
me carefully, and after- keeping silent a long time
broke out'into the words :—* My dear Mrs. Marx,
1 am sorry to say you have got the smallpox the
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. children must leave the house immediately.” Youcan

imagine the distress and grief of the entire household
at this verdiet---I had scarcely recovered sufficiently
to be able to leave my bed, when my dearly beloved
Karl took sick. Excessive fear, anxiety and vexatio.n .
of every sort and description threw him upon® his
sickbed. But thanka to keaven, he recovered after an
illness of four weeks.. In the meantime, the Tribune
had placed us at half-pay again:-----To you, my de?r
friend, I send my warmestregards. May you, remain
brave and unshaken in these days of trial, The world
belongs'to the courageous, Continue to be the strox}g
faithful support of your dear husband, and remain
elastic in mind and body-«.---Yours in sincere friends
ship. Jenny Marx.” : R
_ In these simple notes, we see the whole situation at
a glance——the little household, racked by proverty aful
sickness, haunted by worry and care, but litup with
the light of love and resounding with the; l'aughter of
lovely children. All that the heart could give 1o take
the sting ot of misfortune. and -daily. privations Wwas
youchsafed in the most abundant measure. And tlfey
were happy, the great thinker and his devoted._ w1fe,
who knew her duty so well, and _discl.xa.rged it with
such constancy, Oftén they would walk .up  and
down the room, hand in hax;d, singing German love- ~
songs as they used to do when they were young—far
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-away in the old country, beneath the summer trees in
blooom.
“ O woman ! in our hours of ease,
Uncertain, coy, and hard to please,
When pain and anguish wring the brow, -
A ministering angel thou."”

In spite of such hardships, Marx always .refused to
accept any remuneration for his lectures on political
economy to the workingmen of London. He was
resolved to take nothing from the poor labouring

class, whose scrvant he had made himself. It was .

during these years of strenuous struggle against
adverse circumstances that Bismarck, the German
Chancellor, tried to offer Marx an indirect bribe in
order to wean him from the people’s cause and
undermine his influence in the movement. It was
a clever move, but it . failed. Bismarck employed
Marx’s old comrade, Bucher, who had gone over to
the side of the Government and now enjoyed Bis-
mark’s entire confidence. Bucher had kept up friendly
relations with Marx even after accepting ' his official
appointment. He wrote a carefully-worded letter to
Marx, dated October 8th, 1865, in the course of which
he said :—
“ The Starts Angzeiger’ (‘ The State Intelligencer’)
desires to obtain regular monthly reports concerning
the movements of the money market---No limitations
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are set regarding the length of articles---Kindly write
whether you agree to undertake this, and what com-
pensation you desd‘e ------ Progress will have changed
many times before it dies ; therefore he who wishes to
serve the nation during his life-time must rally round
the Government.” (The italics are ours.) .
The sting of the letteris ifvits tail. The concluding
sentence discloses the real object of this ‘bid for
Marx's literary work. But Marx saw through the
scheme. He knew that dependence on the Govern-
ment even as an independent contributor to an official
organ would place him in a very equivocal position
.before his followers. He did not desire to have any-

‘thing to do with a Government newspaper, even

s & reporter, of the movements of ‘the money
market. He therefore refused the offer though hd was
in such pressing need of financial relief. But he world
pot earn money at the sacrifice of even «the slightest
anterests of the movement. He put even the shadow
of pnnclple before his personal necessmes Fot'in
-thin case, he was conscientious to a very nicé degree
indeed. Bismarck’s round-about plan of bribihglhe
{eader of the people’s party thus fell through o
In 1864, Marx, in conJunctlon with other comrades
established the - “ International Workingmen's Auo~
ciation,” which wielded muck influence in the pelihcs
of Europe for six or seven years. Mazzini was a
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delegate of the Italian Workingmen, but he withdrew
from the society after some time, as he did not agree
with all its principles and methods. This remarkable
association has had the good fortune to be known in
history simply as “ The International,” —a word which

acts like a charm even now on the ardent spirits of -

France, Italy and Switzerland, It held annual congres-
ses in various towns and formulated resolutions and
programmes. But its greatest value lay in its effect in
promoting the unity and solidarity of the working-
classes in different countries. Marx’s battle—ecry
“working-men of all countries unite” reverberated
throughout Europe. The Times said of the move-
-ment that “since the time of the establishment of
Christianity and the destruction of the ameient world,
one had seen nothing like this awakening of labour.”
The leaders of the associations were persecuted by
several governments, but its power grew greater every
year. At last the Franco-German war of 1870-7L and
the disturbances of the Commune of Paris destroyed
its usefulness of depriving it of its most active members
snd frightening its other supporters. There was also a
split between the pacific and constitutional section re-
presented by Marx - and the violent revolutionary wing
led by the Russian Philosopher, Michael Bakunin,
The, upshot was that the association languished, and
was finally dissolved in 1876, '
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Marx’s literary activity was immense. He. wrote
articles, pamphlets, letters, treatises, and mamfesfoes
to further the movemnent. Some of these p‘roductxor;s

ere polemical pamphlets against various oppo-
:::fsjnand }:vere not \»I')orthy of Marx., Othe:"s, like hi.s
small book on ¢ Price, Value and Profit, :,a’nd his
larger work, “A critique of Political Economy .are ?f
rmanent value, But the great work on which .hls
fame chiefly rests is * Das Kapital”‘ gcap’l’tal), which
bas been called the Bible of Socml.lsn}. . The first
volume was published by Marx in his lifetime. Tl:e
second and third volumes were completed from I.Har?t 8
potes by his friend, colleague and disciple’, Fnedr'lch \
Engels, after his death. Friedrich Enge.als 8 de'v.otlon.
to Marx forms one of the brightest eI.nsodes in the
story of sociuism. His generosity relieved Marx of
the petty cares that had embettered the early years of
the philosophere’s sojourn in England. .Engels 8 name
is inseparably associated with that of his 'great friend.
And no one thinks of Marx without thinking of Engel.s
t0o. The book * Das-Kapital” is a bulky .volume, it
is quite a Shastra in itself. It has been the mtelect.ual
armoury of the Socialist campaign in :3]1 countries.
Marx was very sad that he could not finish it before
hia death.

In 1881, Marx lost his beloved wi.fe. ‘On .Marc}l

14th, 1883; he too passed away, sitting in-his armchair
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with a smile on his lips. He had suffered much from
illness during the last thirteen years of his life. Over
work, bad food, worry and mental strain had shattered
his constitution. Liver troubles and insomnia, the
inevitable companions of all thinkers on their journey
through life, had undermined his health for many
years. Ill-health is the penalty of intellect. Rousseau,
Darwin, Herbert Spencer, Comte, and so many other
poilosophers have had to fight against it every day of
their life. Marx could not evade this law. He was
buried in Highgate cemetery, where his wife already
reposed in peace. A few years ago, it was proposed
to erect a monument to his memory over his grave,
One of his disciples wrote at the time :—“Marx’s
monument exists already—not in hammered brass or
sculptured stone, but in human hearts. The whole
international socialist movement is his monument, and
each new victory of the socialist forces, raises it
higher.” .

Let us now turn to the ideas and theories that Marx
gave to the world, besides his own personality and that
of his heroic wife. Iam ome of those who do not
attach much importance to these theories, and regard
them as one-sided and defective. There usefulness
consists in supplying the justifiable aspirations of the
labouring-classes with a nominal theoretical basis.
Rousseau’s theory of a social contract was historically
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:and logically untenable, but it served to establish the

doctrine of the sovereignity of the people, which was
the crying need of the times. Even so Marx’s theory
of the class-struggle and his theory of value are not
very accurate or convincing, butthey represent the
present practical ideal of the working classes and har-
monise with it. Hence they must enjoy great popul-
arity. As Prof. William James said, a theory is only
a tool to work with. v
1 shall speak of Marx’s three chief ideas before pas-
sing on to a brief exposition of the practical aspect of
communism. Marx holds that economic conditions
exercise an almost sbsolute influence on man-kind,
nioulding its political institutions, and even its religious
and literary life. Methods of production lead to- great
changes in the entire social structure and ih ideas #tid
jdeals. This view is called the “ Materialistic comcep-
tion of history.” It is only, a half-trath, but Ms¥x pht it
gorward almost as the whole truth. It follows that
gociety obeys certain laws of evolution, which depend
on Industrial conditions. Social evolution is there-
fore -snalogous in many respects to biologi-
cal and physical evolution: it is governed by
smmanent laws, which must be discovered. We
ghould work in harmony with these irresistible
tendencies that are inherent in society and pu'ﬂh it
forward. This conception of social evolution is
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fataalistic, and in this respect resembles that advanced
by Herbert Spencer. I only state this view in order to
disagree with it. Society is not an agglomeration of
molecules, and man is not a machine. Social evolution.
18 not a continuous process. There is no law of social
progress visible anywhere. Human history is moulded
by natural environments and by man’s will, Carlyle’s
theory of civilisation as a product of personal in-
fluences is much nearer the truth than that of
mechanical scientific evolution advanced by Marx and
Spencer. Marx admitted the potency of social choice
in evolution, but he regarded the “laws” of progress
as predominant and gave a sccondary position to
*human volition. This interpretation of history is
vicious and misleading. History reveals no law or
process or even a tendency. Change is the only law
discernible there. The rest is chaos, which great men
try to turn into cosmos,

The second doctrine with which Marx’s name is
connected is the theory of class-struggle. History is
record of class-struggles, and these struggles have
been ‘the great evolutionary force in the past. The
Communist manifesto says :—

“Freeman and slave, patrician and plebeian, lord

and serf, guild-master and joureyman, in a word,

oppressor and oppressed, stood in constant opposi-
tion, to one another, carried on an uninterepted, now
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hidden now open fight.—Our epoch of the bour-
geoisie (i.e., the middle  classes), possesses, how-
ever this distinctive feature : it has simplified the
class antagonism. Society, as a whole, is more fa.pd
more splitting up into two great hostile camps, 'mto
two great classes directly facing each cther
Bourgeoisie and Prolitariat.” ]

Thus Marx clevated one phase of historical evolution

4o the rank of a universal law. There have been

classes and class wars but that is not the essence

.of history, nor indeed its mainspring. Class-struggle

is only one part of the whole drama. And I repudiate

the idea that society is divided into classes by amy

hard and fast line of demarcation. It is not clase
selfishness but social co-operation based on the appre-
ciation of a higher ideal, that has been the motive
force of progress at all epochs. Marx himself changed
his tone later, when he attempted to secure t'he ct
opération of the middle classes in the * Inlternatlonal

This theory of classes was a dangerous: boomerang
indeed for many 'working men, argued that’ Marx
should be expelled from the movement as he was not
.of their class: he was a “bourgeois ” (middle ‘class
man) ! Thus do false theories come home to roost. -

. Marx's - third achievement in the field of social
-philosophy is his analysis of surplus value. Marx saw
that the capitalist grows rich, because he pays the
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workingmen less than the full value of the product
that they manufacture. His profits represent the
surplus value of which he robs the workingman.
Marx has displayed much ingenuity in developing this-
idea, which seems to be the soundest part of his work.
in the province of pure theory. But Ian not much
interested in the stupid Economics of g stupid system.
And Marx’s exposition of Value is open to grave
objections from the standpoint of orthodox political
economy. There can be no scientifice theory of Value:
under the present absurd regime. On this point, 1
cannot speak with much certitude for I do not like to
wallow in all the filth and, mire of the present
“predatory economic system. I know that the working--
men and peasants are sweated and deprived of their-
dues: I know that the manufacturers and landowners
fatten at their expense: I know that society suffers
enormously by leaving production to selfish greedy
capitalists, ' '
Indian Readers will now ask, “But what is this.
communism, which Marx loved so much?”’ Communism
is a very simple affair. It declares in the first place,
that land should not belong to any one man, family, or
corporation, but to the whole community collectively.
For land is the source of food, clothing, fuel and:
medieine. The earth is really our mother, If some
men take possession of it to the exclusion of others,,
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se latter must become the slaves of the 1and0wn:lll':
i bread. The landowners -may also use he
fm-d for ‘selﬁsh purposes ; they xay make p:: ~
lan their pleasure; they may cultivate vbec};l ot.
for i rofit while the.community wants wheat;
o leave it to their sheep and cz.xttle,
the?’ mai are perishing of hunger. Thus prlvz%tt;
;:)li,zx'tx;lein land leads to slavery, po;zfty n:;i ;o;:::v \
di 's property. is
st dI(;::t((l)ol; rl;:’ txlll!:lz:srl}l)mlfnitiZs in the early stage;
o et history. But strong and wily men arose, an
of theu.' ted large tracts for their own use. Theg
D lled others to work for them an.d calle
e c‘?x:;:nts ", Communism gims .at making 1ani
e erty of the whole community, held an
" ‘]:\xi':tl;red by & universal republican ?tate flpr the
‘dmlﬁt of all. The welfare of all is the hl.glfest aw.ital
be;‘?zrther, comniunism lays down that pmlv:'lt; ::,?31)1 "
shall be abolished and n:oneg';p;\i\lr;zrs :L otlmt -
yon thm1:k ;‘Z;c?al:oinx:sz;df If a- man accm}mlates
-y G(‘;;; bis children, grand-children, and great-
- 5(;)’ hil:iren to the fortieth generation can live com-
fombi; on the interest of the money witho.ut doufg
"oy work at all, and the original sum wﬂ} reman;
: inmct all the time. Is this not some juggler's feat

“  Again, take a merchant who has Rs. 10,000, He buys |
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many maunds of ghee (clarified butter) from all the
village producers, and sells it in town, thus making a
profit of say Rs. 2,000. He repeats the process several
times, and at the end of some years, he is a lakhpat
(owner of Rs. 100,000). Now consider that this man
has done absolutely no work of any kind. He simply
paid the villagers who produced the ghee, and then
sold the ghee to the retnil dealers of the town ; he
remained sitting in his shop all the time.

All his good fortune is due to his possession of
Rs. 10,000 to start with. Now what is the secret of
this strange power of money ?. How do interest and
profit spring from money 80 suddenly and spontane-
ously ?.  Again take the casc of & manufacturer, whe
buys certain shares in a factory: he mnever goes
to see the factory: he may be ignorant of its
wlere abouts. He may go on a tour round the
world. But his shares bring him & handsome income
all the same at the end of the year. How do ‘yon
explain this curious fact? And side by side with these
advantages for the possessors of mone); g0 many
disadvantages for those who do not possess it. For
the labourers, who work in the factory, the villagers
who produce the ghee, the small shopkeepers who selt
it to the people, the engineers who keep the machinery
going,—all these men, who do the whole

work, always:
remain poor and hungry,

and what is worse, depen-
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dent on the good will of the employers z‘md 'thelw_hotl;:;
e ch:nts. How is this? It is simply
mlednl-e:w:or]r(in,fg; power of money. Money is th.e. 150(:;(:
WO'nlel' the golden eggs. The more we think,
e ay:x co:viction is forced on us that .mo‘ne{'
T e ne of the most disastrous invenhon‘s.o
e 0mind Humanity has committed smcu%é
th'e hur?a:vea on: The first man who issued a com
o thlEfl (f)f treason to the race. When a poor
o tl}:as a coin in his pocket, he islike a pmsom:}r
i Jm\%’ith his fetters. For it is this devise oflgot;;
gill}:ly;:gleather, or nickel currency tI}:a.t htzlx; r(r:cz:.inethat
1 oor poorer. 18 _
riek ""923&:%‘; (::'1 ecrExfty m};n to command the lab.our"
enablfs s. and make them his ‘servants. Comm:mlsm
o feie, frst communalises land ; but that 1sd9§g
’theli:etl?e golution of the problem. Tt n‘ex.t.pr,ocee ;w
h;lolish private capital, and money, which is the }t):d o
At f capitalism. Capital is always represen >
o, pmany rupees or pounds ster.hng. o
money-s(:;:umulate fish or bread or fruits in order to
e :hers afterwards, for all articles of food are
A erishable. That is a very beneficent pro-
fortunﬁez Pture indeed. But the invention of currency
mﬁ-ion Ofon: man to lay up a store of coins which are
’ﬁkews:)f ‘many catridges to be used in his war
again;t others. Later, the coins gave place to paper.
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But the essential principle is the same. Private pro-
perty in land leads to exchange—exchange requires
money ; money in its turn becomes an article of pri-
vate property, and thus can be used to exploit others,

So the process goes on. St. Paul said: “Love of
money is the root of all evil.” He made a little mistake.

He should have said : “Money is the root of all evil:""

For moncy is the cause; love of money

largely an effect so long as money exists most
men will love it in spite of all sermons and
warnings. When despotic monarchy existed,
men were bound to intrigue for power. Its
abolition has also cured mankind of the love of
4intrigue, for an appetite feeds on its object. In coun-

tries where titles of nobility exist, love of rank is wide-

spread. In America and France no one thinks of

rank now, because there is no rank to be had. Thus
money itself intensifies that passion for its possession,
which has been so much deplored by all religious pre-
achers. So long as proper food, clean lodgings, recre-
ation and even medicine are to be got only with
money, men will hanker for it, for poverty is not
merely a misfortune under the present system ; it is
equivalent to a sentence of death, When men had to
defond themselves against the assaults of the violent
and every man had therefore to carry a gun on his
shoulder or a sword in his belt, it was impossible to
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persuade society that the love of weapons was a sin.
For the love of weapons was the result of the
love of life and health. And mno religion will,
or should, eradicate the natural healthy instincts of joy
in life and physical well-being. - Instead of suppresging .
the love of life and health, we should destroy the
enemies of life and health—germs, dirt, poverty,
mutual violence and other similar pests. The ancient
religious teachers fought back-ward in the search of
social welfare : we fight forward. They said, “Dont

_ love money. As life and health depend on money

don't: love life and health.” We say; * Abolish
money, and make the best of life and health, which no_
longer depend on money.” Thns communism is an
important and indispensable factor in the moral pro-
gress of mankind. Religious teachers who neglect
economics build on sand. Economic arrangements
exercise a profound influence on moral life—and Marx .
is entitled to our gratitude, not because he explained
the relation of economics to ethics, but because he con-
centrated his attention on economics and vastly exag-
gerated its importance. . Then idealists began to exa-
mine his theories and found that there was a substratum
“of truth in them. Thus Marx has indirectly helped the
sat of ethics too by his fanaticism for economics.

" Thave contented myself with méntioning only the
, eentral principle.of communism, %0 as to show how it
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attacks the great evil of private property in land and
capital, with its brood of money, rent, taxes, interest
and profit. Production and distribution are to be ear-

ried on by a universal republican State, and the pro-
dugts divided justly and equally among all citizens.

This ideal was preached by Marx : of course he had
his own pet notions about details, like every other com-

munist thinker. But the fundamental doctrine is the
same. Minor differences are not important.

Karl Marx’s greatest work was not the publication

of his treatise on capital, or the composition of numer-
ous pamphlets, or even the establishment of the
_various associations which he founded and dissolved
in his life time. He gnay have thought that his activity
was his chief claim on the gratitude of the world, But
we can estimate the value of his work better. Few
great men know themselves. Marx was a benefactor of

humanity, because he was the first thinker of modern
Europe who had faith in the working-classes. Soclalists
before him fancied that communisin was & boon to be

conferred by the refined and educated philanthropists
onthe poor ignorant labourers, They thought it would
come from above. This idea is still found among
such bodies as the Fabian Society of England or
“Christian Socialists "' associations. Marx was the
first man to lay down the formula that the emancipation
of the working-classes must be achieved . by,
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themselves, “He who would be free,himself must strike
the blow.” His Great appeal was addressed to the
hearts of the working-men, to the latent manhood in
them, of which they themselves were not conscious :—
“ Working-men of all countries, unite. You have
nothing to lose but your chains. You have a world
to gain.’ Years have passed by: men have come

and gone, but this passionate cry of the leader who
believed in the ignorant and dirty labourers still raises
them to the full level of manhood. Suech insight is
‘given only to men who have suffered for a cause: it
does mnot come to arm-chair veformers or learned
professors preaching from the snug comfort of the
study. Marx had to pass through poverty and want,
himself before he could learn that the highest moral
impulses lie buried beneath the ragged clothes and the
dirt-begrimed conntenance of “ the man in the street.”
In sll epochs of social change, this is the great service
that-a leader renders to the people. "He teaches them
to believe in themselves by telling them that he
believes in them. They think they are weak: he
tells them they are strong, for he puts his trust in
them. This is the secret of all moral reform. When
Jesus healed 2 man of disease, he asked him, “Dost
thou believe in me ?”’ But when he healed a man of
moral weakness, he said: “Ibelieve in thee” He
did not say these words, but his actions spoke louder
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than‘
words. Buddha said to th
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em, and these rough
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afound the things, that are,
ence : '—* The

things that are pought to ¢co

that no flesh should glory in His pres
and the last first.” :

f Europe in the

first shall be last,
What Rousseau did for the people ©
Marx and others did for them in

eighteenth centwy)

the nineteenth. His insight reveals his moral grandeur
for he was & very Jearned man, born and bred up
among the rich; have despised _ the brutish
stupid labourers and fancied that reform would come
from above, from the cultured and intelligent classes,
who could understand history and philosophy. But
he wag & moral giant, and saw that the common mexn
always understand love, equality and heroism much
better than the sophisticated ease-loving educated
classes. Social and political progress is born of love
and devotion, not of pedantry and oratory. Marx first
inepired the downtrodden and despised labourers
with a great bope and a mighty Purpose. Thus was
Social Democracy born. Thus .« was the

real'modern
gospel preached unto the poor.”
In criticising Marx's views and actions, we must
to Groldsmith :—

pear in mind Dr. Johnson's tribute
o remembered. He was 8 very

« Let not his Saults b
t man.” Marx's name will be cherished by
d his wife and children

generations yet unborn. An
will share his glory- When poverty and slavery are
no more, and the Jast shreds of private capitalism are
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consigned to the serap-heap of the past, humanity  wil
reinember that they who brought it out of the wild

ness were often faint from Inck of food.  Mothers 3
tell the story of that mother, who offered her childresh
on the altar of the causc so that little childinbi
should play and laugh, inthe golden age to
ne must suffer that the world may ULe hel
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