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HOW [ BECAME A LEGISLATORT

IT was only at the beginning of ?Mﬂ

Madras Provincial Legislative Counci
that is about the middle of 1926, that womer;
were granted the right to be slected or to be
nominated to the local Council.

Therefore there was not much time
before the election date for women ‘candi-
dates to do any canvassing among the electo-
rate. In spite- of the shortness of time
our sister in S. Canara, Mrs. Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyaya, now in Yerwada Jail, had
the public spirit and the courage to announce
her candidature in the press and to face
election with the gentlemen candidate in her
constituency, but unfortunately she wag
defeated by a narrow majoxity of votes. 4

Therefore, there was no other alternative’
for women but to be appointed to th
Council through nomination. The -prem.,-
Women Association in the city, namely the —
Women’s Indian Association, ‘that not only:
secured. franchise for Indian women but alSo
secured for them the right to sit in the
Council, chose and sent up to Government a.

. fow names of well-known women Workergl,

{uding ymine) for nomination to the local
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S ot his prosidoney N
e
o accept theoinens Association 'pl'Cs_;Lxd‘
nsibility of tl onour and the high res-
Koasons beine. /i ?th office, I hesitated 'my
‘practiti .m./lﬁsl/y, myself being a medicd
' pHonet of fourteen years standing and
' :}C])mmélndmg a wide practice 1 thought
m:cflicaclnxls:-{ ?N(?l'lf would ir.ltcrfere with my
finished a C0<u’~‘-8& 01_1(1’/_»', having then rcccntl.y |
diseases of Worlnssnof DOSt-graduate study 117
and having 1ea12-1111]td children in England
methods of treatment th? most-up-to-date
change medical andb- , I did not want to €*
Thirdly, 1 felt that T lleseaPCh work for politics:
of public life. Inm?n-Ot enough experience
politician nor was IS'lOrt, I was neither &
the country except Tteres‘ted in politics of
the women's life evtV 1at dircctly concerncd
I found that Wha‘cevLn though, Subscquently
er concerns men, cqually

dconcerns womer
: 1 and all A

. c cts and Laws
‘z‘.OlﬂHd affect both men and women alike c
owever, when the N
Association pleaded

I

AT e

it T e
oAt ) ¢ should accept
fnct())mln_altlIon torepresent my sisters’cause in tlllie
‘Thl;?ec;o’recou'k} not but yield to their wish‘c;
. B e
I entered ’Eh\ivsl;l manly misgivings and fears
, ew sphere of P oo
Hereafter the rec ere of public activity.
rive Counct'e]n thL.lCC()l‘dS of the local Legislé-
1926 to Jllnle which lasted from, December
1930, will speak 1"or(/themselves.
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ELECTION OF THE HON. PRESIDENT
ON the 14th De‘éember (926, the new

Council assembled when the clection of
dent took place. Rao Bahadur C.V.S.

the presi .
Raju Garu was una pimously clected

Narsimha
to the chatr, on which he was ol gratu-
lated by all parties in the Council. Being

the only woman member 11 the House a few
red very much

of my brother counciiiors desive
that I should Aton adidress the Cioir on that

T

Geraston, 1ohad not Lnown the president

1
’/

hefore, 1 had no other womnen friend in the
House to consuit on that matiel and I must
confess that I felt very Ne LTS, with ameYCs
turned fowards me, when T stoodup to Speax:
flere 1s an extract from my speech :
. question
« Gir, [ have great pleasure in c\mgratulatmg you on - | ool
the very lofty position {hiat has been assigned to you by
{lie unanimous Vote of twe House. Iam the only lady
member in this assembly, even though one half of the
You know, Sir, thatour posi-

have

population are women .

(on in society 13 4l backward and we have many giie-

eances one of which is that enly VO women out of every

ble to read and write. Do, you will
side with me 1n all my altempts to ameliorate their condi-
pation will prosper
{ its

one Lndred are a

¢on realising that po country of
. . . jon ©
without the active support and co operatto

women.
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:ij MY EXPERIENCE AS A LEGISLATOR
Ngw I rejoics to state that the president
did come: wp- k6 my cxpectations of him
and reddily and willingly helped me in
all my attempts to better the condition
f)f women in this presidency as the follow-
Ing records will show. The Council then
adjourned to meet again on the 24th January
1927. .
Meanwhile it was brought to my notice
that in the Chengleput District Board, in the
seat vacated by a woman member, a gentle-
man was nominated by the Government and
Ilmme.dlately felt called upon to ventilate
that grievance on the floor of the Council; I
gave 1?otlc.e of certain interpellations (inter-
pel]atxoq 1s the parliamentary term for ques-
tlon) which appeared with the Government
rephes ()\‘lﬂlu{i'ic“vuo'enda paper of the 24th

a”
Tac »~

L wnuary mceting.

Questions

1

s 1. Will the hon. the Minister for Education and
Local Self-Government be pleased to state:

(a) whether any proposal has heen reccived from
the President of the Chengleput District Board of the
Collector of Chengleput for filling vp the vacancy caused
by the resignation of a lady member of the District Board;
and if so; when ;

(0) whose name was recommended
Government ;

(c) if the name of a lady member has not been
proposed, the reasons given by the recom mending
authorities therefor:

to the
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(d) what attempts were made to get a lady
nominee for the place vacated by the lady member ; and
(e) whether Government will be prepared to
consider the desirability of appointing a lady member in

that vacancy?

Answoer

(a) to (d) The DPresident, District Board,
Chengleput, submitted proposals in July 1926 for the
nomination of a lady resident in Madras in the place of
Mrs. K. Sathianathan resigned. As the nominee was
entirely unconnected with the district, the President was
asked to suggest the name of a lady of the Chengleput
District.  He submitted a nomination accordingly in
September 1926.  The Government however considered
it desirable to {1l the vacancy otherwise on that occasion.

. The Government will consider the question
of appointing a lady member when an occasion presents
itself, as stated in answer to clauses (¢/ and (/7 of question
No. 19.

Questioi
Sir, with reference to the answer to the question
(a) to (d may I ack the hon. the Minister for Local
Self-Government on what grounds the Government have
de the nomination of the President of the District

set asi
d a gentleman in the vacancy caused

Board and appointe
by the resignation of a lady member ?

Government 1€pl'
The #:en Government thought that the Board would
the nomination of the gentleman.”

be better served by
Question

Does the hon. Minister presume that the
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loud applause that His Excellency has given
his assent to my election as the Deputy
President of the Council, when Dewan
Bahadur M. Krishnan Nayar expressed the
following sentiments:

“May I say one word Sir, with reference to the
election of Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi as Deputy President ?
I wish to convey my hearty congratulations I am scrry
she is not here—and al:o0 I convey the congratulations of
the whole House to Dr. Muthulekebmi Reddi. The
Madras Legislative Council has given the lead to the
other Legislative Councils in India in the matter of
giving privileges to women. It was this Council that first
passed a resolation giving the right of franchise to women
and some of the other Councils in India followed the
example of this Council. It was again this Council that
first passed a resolution enabling women to stand as
candidates for election and to he nominated as Members
of this Council. I betieve this is, so tar as | am aware,
the first instance in which a woman has been elected to
preside over the deliberations of a Legislative assembly
in the whole world. I know, Sir, that there have heen
women Governors in some of the States that form the
United States of America. We know also that there have
been women members in the Cabinet; for instance, in
the Last Labour Cabinet in Ilngland there was a woman
Minister ; but I believe there has been no instance in the
world in which a Legislative Assembly chose a woman
as a person to guide its deliberations. [ believe it is
the proud privilege of this House to have bestowed that
honour ‘upon a woman. If I may be permitted, Sir,
to strike a personal note, I may say that 1 have had the
privilege of moving both those resolutions in this house,
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—the resolution to get franchise to women, and the reso-
lution to give the right to women to stand as candidates
and as nominees to the Legislative Council. With these
observations, Sir, I congratulate Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi
and in all humility, this Council aiso.”

During the above proceedings I was not
present in the Council as I was detained in a
private house that morning by an urgent
delivery case.

In the Chair

On the 27th January 1927, the hon.
President announced that the hon. Deputy
President would take the chaiv for the iirst
time. The Deputy President who was taken
by surprise by such an announcement, before
occupying the chair, addressed the Council
as follows:

“ Before taking the chair I wish to express my heart-
felt thanks to the Council which has conferred cn me this
unique'hon({ur so unanimously, and so whole-heartedly.
My elevation to this seat [ consider is not so much an

- honour to me personal]y as to the whole of Indian
womenhood. This Presidency so far as the women's
* cause is concerned, has been very unique in many a
respect. It was the firstin granting the franchise to
women, and then in admitting ore of them to this
Council. Tt has now earned the unparaﬂeled distinction
of electing her to the post of Deputy President of this
council unsolicited and unasked, thereby authorising her
to guide its deliberations. I'hope and I am sure thatour

Presidency will take the lead in initiating many reforms
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conducive to thé welfare of my sex. Such action on
your part speaks very highly of your wisdom, statesman-
ship and magnanimity aud above all of the honour and
‘esteem in which you hold your women. You have
demonstrated to the world that you have rightly under-
stood the power and influence of women not only in the
inner life of your homes but also iu the wider sphere of
your public activities. Tn conclusion, T wish to express
to the hon. Members of this Cauncil that 1 have aceepted
{he onerous respons.bilities with the full hope that 1 can
always count upon your svmpathy, co-operation and
support which has alrcady heen assured to me by your
unanimous vote.  With these few words, T tuke {he

Cllélil‘.” (A"\[)I)l;}“g(.vy]‘

I found that the Presidential Chair was
too bhig for me and T simply sank into it, but
realising very soon that I was there to preside
over such an august body composed of the
Members of the Madras Cabinet, the hon.
Ministers, the ex-Ministers, Zamindars, Rajas,
Landlords, District Board Presidents, Advo-
cates, Lawycrs, overcoming my nervousness
I listencd gravely and attentively to the
specches of the hon. Members. [t would
intcrest others to know that I was not then
feeling very comflortable in the chair, s these
thopghts were passing through my mind in
rapid succession that 1 have accepted too
much responsibility, that [ might not do
full justice to that high office, that the
public might be disappointed in me, that
I might not bring honour to my country

- to come up to the
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e other hand by my failure
ir high expectations of me,
I might lower my sex and my country i‘n the
estimation of the whole world. Durmg.that
first sitting itself, 1 was called upon to give a
ruling. The discussion.was on the ar.l-]e-nd-
ment of the Kumararaja of Venkatag‘m' tg
the Madras Famine Code. 1 gave th'e ruling
which was accepted by the'Coun(‘ll and 1
1earﬁt afterwards that my r.ulmg was’correct.
I now record with a feeling qf pride al?d
oratitude that whenever I was in the Chalr,
iEhe Council was most courteous and consider-

ate towards me.

people but on th
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OUR BUDGET

HE month of March every year is Call.ed
Budget session which 1s tal_<en up with

the presentation of the_ Budget, (llSCUSS'IOll on
the same by the Council and the motions by

Government for grants for the next year.
Every member, I found, discussed and criti-

cised the Budget. I wished tospcak also. To
avoid mis-statements in my first budgct speech
I had written out my speech and naturally I
devoted the major part of my speech to the
need in the city for a special children’s
hospital, to the extension of compulsory
medical inspection to girls’ schools, to the
necessity of a woman doctor in the venereal
section of the General Hospital and for the
sanction of liberal grants to the women
institutes.
Here is the full text of my speech :

“Mr. President, 1 have to thank the hon. Finance
Member for the Budget he has presented the other day to
this Council, in which I note with pleasure the provisions
made for new schemes of expenditure,hoth recurring and
non-recurring for the good of the people of this
Presidency to the extent of 81 lakhs from the current
revised revenues.

(i) the construction of a hostel for the lady students
in the Madras Medical College ;
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(ii) the remodelllng of the General Hospital,
Madras ;

(iii) the construction of new head-quarters hospital
at Madura ;

(iv) a women and children hospital at Salem :

{v) the organisation of a nose, throat and ear
department in the Madras General Hospital.

Regarding the last item, I beg to submit that the
special work of this particular department may be
brought into operation without any delay even from the
Ist of April, instead of September as the special officer
intended for that department has already returned from
England and as there is also an urgent demand for that
special kind of medical relief in this Presidency.

Woman Medical Officer in General Hospital

Again, Sir, while I find provisions made newly for
the appointment of a lecturer on venereal diseases in the
Medical Callege, Madras, I am unable to trace in the
budget any provision for the appointment of a lady doctor
to attend on the female patients that go to the General
Hospital, who are in most cases the innocent victims of

such diseases.
Considering the very wide prevalence of venereal

diseases in this country (as was discovered by Dr. Lees
and Mrs. Rolfe, who have said that it is four times more
prevalent here in India than in Great Britain and 50 to 60
per cent of child blindness and deafness and mental
deficiency is attributable to this infection), considering
the very serious and far-reaching consequences of the
disease on the individual, his family and on the race, [
wish proper facilities are created without any further
delay in every hospital for free, voluntary and confiden-
tial treatment of infected individuals, asis done in the
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other- civilized countries where as a resiait of sl fee b

ties, the disease has been reduced by 50 per cent, witiin
the last few years. Again Ifeel sorry to note that no
provision has been made in the budget for the construe-
tion and equipment of a special children’s hospital in the
city of Madras, which as you all kuow, is a long-nceded
and a much-felt want.

Children Hospital

Sir, with a death rate of 300 per 1000 infants in
Madras as compared with 09 per 1000 in England and
Wales, in other words, 30 out of every 100 horn in
Madras never sec their first birthday and what is stil]
more deplorable with & higher morbidity rate hehind, by
which those that survive are weakened for lile, which
must necessarily  lower the  mental and  physics!
power of the nation as a whole; in the face of
such unpleasant facts staring at our face, we bhave
not yet seriously thought of creating a hospital
for our children. By the by, T may «av we have w iy
hospitals for adult ncn and women, <ome o Tnnaties
some hodpitale Toranimals G Mo o0 for fieee we o
the care and Geatnn nt of the ot procions and the o
valuable of the human material, the verv soures of the
nation, I mean our infants, whon their need isnot merely
imaginary, but urgent and great. Tinsist ona s;pwiwtl
hospital for children, becanse the child study is entirely
different from that of the adult as was so very well
expressed by no lcss an authority than Siy (ﬂieorgc
Newman, the Chief Medical Otficer of the Ministry of
He?alttl and of the Board of Education, Loodon, “thata
child is not merely a diminutive adult. The child consti-
tu‘tes a diflerent Kind of probiem in Physiolooy. in medica;
education and in practice and the subjectshonld receive

particular attention.  The principles of Thysiology are

.

OUR BUDGET 17

'.1.1,»e same in the dog, monkey and man ; butthe problems

raised are different.

Again Dr. Hatchinson, an eminent physician now
living, under whom I had the pleasure of working for
some time, and a specialist on diseases of children admits
that this is a subject which isapt to be neglected in the
General Hospital for varicus reasens which I have no
time to dilate upon now, hence Sir, in the absence of
special facilities, such as a special liospital for children, a
specialized stall to teach and a sufficient clinical material
to work upon, the graduates of our University know
almost next to nothing of this most important branch of
medicine. And no wonder then, the infant mortality rate
is not appreciably decreased, in spite of all our attempts
in other directions.

Tn other civilized countries, above all other reforms -
the recent advance in Pediatrics and the rational treat-
ment of sick infants by the average physician, has contri-
buted in no small measure to the reduction in infant
mortality.

From the press communique, dated 30:h March
1926, FFort St. George, Local Self-Government Depart-
ment, it will be seen that there was a proposal to build a
hospital for children in commemoration of the visit of His
Royal ITighness the Prince of Wales to Madras and some
money was collected. Under the fear that the proposed
number of 10+ heds were too many for this city the

scheme was giv
builaing of a tuberculosis children ward attached to the

T‘berculosis Hospital. While I submi.t that the tuber-
“only one of the many diseases affecting

en up and the money was diverted for the

culosis is
children I am firmly of opinion that a General Hospital

dealing with all diseases of children is an absolute
necessity and from the intimate knowledge I possess

b4
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of the mother and the children of this city that not
104 beds but even four times that pumber will be
easily filled up, if only the hospital shows good work.
Still if there is any such fear, Jet them make a modest
beginning and start, say, with 40 or 30 beds.

School Medical, Inspection

. Sir, I have a word to say regarding the medical
inspection of pupils in schodls and colleges. No doubt,
Government has made it compulsory in secondary schools
for boys for which we feel thank(ul. DBut it should rapidly
be t’:xtepded to elementary pupils and girls as well.
Agan'n'I feel, this being an important phase of preventive
medicine that proper and adequate provision should be
made for periodic regular medical inspection of school
Puplls both primary and secondary boys and girls. The
inspection should be conducted by a specially“tl'ained'
staff and proper facilities for a successful inspection and
treatment should be created by the employme (t fl“d
doctors for girl pupils wheneve e o by the
’ r possible, and by the
establishment of sch ini ’ .
o chool clinics to make the system more
di:;ttxi\;en, hbecause experience of other countries in this
retlon Z;.t];ught us that by looking after the health of
o S ild, the onset of many a serious adult disease
oo Vigor}; evented and thus the foundation for a healthy
us manhood and womanhood of the country
may be laid very early in life.

. Additions and Improvements
o the Govt. Victoria Hospital, Triplicane

atten:ios:o:fld halso like vety respectfully to invite the
' additions a dt' e Members of the Government that the
the Govemn lmprf_’ve“}ems Pf?posed in connexion with
for more a ment \/xctc.ma Hospital for women, to provide
ccommodation for patients and to make it an
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e Jate teaching institution for women students

"7 attending the hospital do not find a place in the budget

for the year 1927-28. From the press communique from
the Local Self Government (the Public Health Depart-
ment, January 1926), it will be seen that the scheme for
the improvement of the Victoria Gosha Hospital for
Women was placed before the Finance Committee and I
do not see any reason why it has not found a place in the
budget for the year 1927-28 in spite of the very urgent

nature of the work.
Grants to Women Institutes

One word on adult female education in this Presi-
dency will not de out of place. Considering the low
percentage of literacy among women and a still lower
percentage of the girls attending the secondary schools
(only 13 girls out of 10,000 receive the benefit of
secondary education), [ request the Government to
encourage the opening of more secondary schools for
girls in the mofussil, wherever possible. Again with the
spread of enlightenment and education among the women
of this Presidency, private philanthropic institutions

manned by women to help destitute women and widows
of over-school age and to train them so as to enable them
arn their livelihood as vocational teachers, as nurses,
ular teachers, suchas the Women's
ore, and Sri Sarada Niketanam of
and more are likely to come into

fully urge on the attention of the
Government that such institutions should be made eligible
for Government grants even though they do not conform
to the prescribed educational rules, if the Government is
convinced of the usefulness of such institutions. I feel

that only through such a liberal policy adopted by
of female education the stigma

toe
as music and vernac
Home of Service, Mylap
Guntur are in existence,
existence. Sol respect

Government in the matter
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of only 2 per cent. female literacy will be removed without
taxing too much the purse of Government. Before 1
finish [ very humbly submit that the Members of the
Government responsible {or all the departments will make
a ready and willing response to all the just demands made

in my speech.

It is the usual thing for the Council
mem.bcj.rs to express their vicws on the
administration of the several dcpartments
when the Government members in charge
bring their Demands before the Legislative
Council for sanction. So, when the demand
for the expenditure of thce Excise Depart-
ment was .movcd by the Minister in charge
we were given an opportunity to criticise the’
policy of the Government in regard to prohi-

bition,
Women's view on Prohibition

“Mr. President, 1 tise to give expression to the
opinion of the enlightened women of this country regard-
ing this question of prohibition. It is admitted by every-
body that this drink habit is harmful to the indivi(iual and
to the nation from the medical, moral, economic and
hun.aane point of view. Ifrom the medical aspect, all in-
toxicants are considered to act as a poison upon every
organ of the hody and in fact on every cell in the system.
So t.he enlightened European and Indian opinion is for
the introduction of prohibition as early as possible. We
:zv:::i;i ;};ittgovemment is in sympathy with such a
of the huge rev:y Cannot.solve the. problem on account
Department, Burtlule that is accrumg from the Excise

submit a wise Government should

view
tion even during the very first year of my

entry into the public life.
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take into consideration not only the income but also the
other items of expenditure that they have to incur owing
to the prevalence of the drink habit in the community,
the enormous amount of money they have to spend on
items such as hospitals, asylums, criminal administra-
tion, upon schools for the backward and imbecile
children, etc. They should also take into consideration
the economic loss from the diminished output of Jahour
on account of the drink habit, and above all the misery
and the disturbance of family peace, and the deteriora-
tion of the race. Of the misery and the distarbance of
family peace, women have a good share because of their
economic dependence in this land as daughters, as wives
and mothers. They have to pay a heavy penalty as
you all know, and their hardships and sulferings cannot
e described adequately when they have to depend
upon the income of their husbands who are addicted to

intemperate habits. Whatever misfortune might alilict

the country, whether famine, fleod or this drink evil, the
women and children suffer most, especially the Hindu
women who do not inherit any propetty, and according
to the Laws of Manu are not entitled to any share in the -
propetty, and who as daughters, as wives and mothers
have to depend upon the earnings of the male members
of the family. The Government can have an idea of the

sad conditions of women in this country from what I have

described above.
suffering women of this Presidency that Government

should introduce prohibition at the earliest opportunity.”

I therefore appeal on behalf of the

It may interest the public to know my
s on the question of general administra-

K]
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“Mr. President, regarding this motion
' now before
.(he Council I rise to say a few words. I have been listen
mg to the very interesting discussions that have been-
tghoempgeg?i:rilr;c'e the Budget wa:s presented to this Council,
and appeals seeking help from Government,
from the depressed and the minority communities against
t'he aggression of the more fortunately placed communi-
ties, the expressions of discontent and dissatisfaction from
the 'members of the Swaraj DParty, at the unfulfilled
P”Oml?es on the part of the Government. [ have also
been l_‘s“:m".g to the soothing replies and explanations
?}?:(‘;’:)nvd;rc::?: of justice coming from the members of
(0 be s very unc- (()f course the whole position seems
the raled " N. d(;r;lbfrtab}e one both for the rulers and
British Governmont fZ: ::!l grateful and thankful to the
been e freedom of speech that has
. granted to us, because, through th .

of this Assembly who voice forth thge fe ]? L eeentatives
of this province, the Government com;s":gio“he people
state of affairs in the country. [have bee(:x u?aot‘:h?he el
not -Without a feeling of admiration the very ()l:?eg :ls;
considerate replies of the European mer]):bers :0
;:hnracteristic of the British Nation, a nation famed for its
Oi‘;?b:frt’;eedloén e{md for its many sacrifices in the cause
(0 help s andot eel that they are doing their very best
2t the o, timeacix us the .art of Government. But
the gradual 'ro e}; hope t}.ns Government recognises
increasing dfm Wtd of the national consciousness and the
their own affair::ndo;) ﬂ;{e part of the people to control
natural and Iegitimateoc;r:\f:re;r th(ai}r' own homes. Itisa
growing nation, as it o g which comesto every
lage of amorhe. ',omes to every individual, at one

ie . of its existence. I am sure the G
nt recognizes these legitimat - € The bovern-
€ aspirations on the part

. for his discipline and orderly con
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of the people. We cannot deny that the British Govern.
ment had conferred upon us many benefits as was pro-
phesied by no less a person than Raja Ram Mohan Roy,
the reformer and father of modern India even at the very
commencement of British rule. It has bestowed on us
peace, law and order ; it has brought about unification
of the races through one Government, through one com-
mon language. It has brought us into intimate contact
with western culture and the freedom-loving nations of
Abhove all, it has opened our eyes to our

So it was not in vain that the East and the
West came together. Whatis our lot to-day? Having
come in contact with the {ree nations of the West, we find
to our great sorrow that we are not respected as being a
subject nation.  The free nations look down upon us be-
cause we are not ahle to manage our own alfairs. So,

no self-respecting ludian, witha mind to think and heart
As we are,

the West.
own defects.

to feel could put up with such an indignity.
we have to admit that we have fallen in the scale of
nations, as a subject nation we do not possess those rare

qualities of the mind and body which are the monopoly
of the free nations of the West. No wonder,
because our educational systems are all imitations. QOur
iversities, in spite of their high
degrees, do not reap the full benefit of their education
and do not possess real culture. They are wanting in
ity and inventive faculty. So we have to depend
ate information and know-

graduates of the un

original
on the West for all our up-to-d
ledge in all spheres of human activity. While [ admire

erage Englishman for his high level of culture, for
for his independent and manly bearing,
duct, I feel sorry that
possess those qualities, ex-
nd there, because I feel that

the av
his politeness,

the average Indian does not
cepta few individuals here a

.
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we are not developing on the right lines, the lines most

suited to our temperament, to our environment and to
our climate. We have not been exercising our body and
mind ; everything is being done to us as the result of
which we have not developed our trade, our industry and
our commerce. We find that the percentage of litercy
is low. There is never ending famine, ever-recurring
epidemics ; we record the greatest mortality. the average
age of an Indian being 20 while that of an Luropean is
over 50. In the eloquent appeal made for Dominion
Status for India, Dr. Besant said ‘ The people of India
are appalling poor. Forty millions neyver know what it
is not to be hungry.  Scventy millions have never more
than one meal a day.  [tis ¢ timated that two-thirds of
India’s 300 millions live on three-fourths of @ minimum
subsistence.’

No doubt, the Government are doing their best for
E?S'tanliztt:o“;tc(ou}(-ll-you L?xpcct pcoplfr‘(toming from that
our tempemgme:tn:nl;r :;’lt}-l f)ut‘ conditions and to ']\'nhw
way we like them  {o da )mlrlfstez' to our demands in the

. 0? So, let us shoulder cur res-
ponsibility in earnest, let us ' e et
after our own af']';‘ir.q’ All» r}\‘l\' for mm.‘e power to Jock
impress upon the(j(;\.,e. t the same time let' me also
guidance for some timemment }I\nat we want lhexr. help a'nd
brethern expressed to mf:(:lre_ 'ls one of the Ad';-I)rlavxda
fear in the minds of the de 1e ot 1’er day, there is s't:H t'he
communities whether w':}presse-i classes an('l. minority
¢uestion of untouch: bl']'lout qle help of Britisher, the
women fear whether thf‘e i ll)-’ wxl? be solvcdj evc.n we
laws will be cancelled orunJUSt-dmet? and mhfntance
Whileall o('USMohammadamog)ﬁ?d. W“h?m their hc'*lp.
both men and women rea;]'s’ bristians,Hind Firahmms,
country lies in unity and un:e th.at the salvation of the

ed efforts, let us even to-day
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extend that liberty and fraternity to our depressed classes
brethren and throw open ouf schools and temples and

sacred shrines to them. Let us demonstrate to them that

we are one with them without showing any diflerence

between man and man, remembering the maxim ‘ let us
Jive and let others live’. Asour religionsays ‘ Huma-

nity is one as God is one’, let us put that maxim to prac-
ke a ciusade to the villages and

4 these nation-building ideals.
owship and fraternity, no power

d for freedom.”

tice at once and ta
enlighten the masses O
When we realise that fell
on earth will resist our deman

From the above speech of mine, anybody
could see that I was a Very moderate
politician at the outsct of my public life.
1en turning on College

The discussion th
administration, the site, the staft and the cur-

riculam of the Queen Mary’s College for girls
came up for much criticism. The speaker laid
stress on the nearness of the College toa
place of public resort, and the staff be'ing
mostly unman'icd women and on the unsmita—
bility of curricuium for girls. I.nfqt.urally felt
called upon to reply to those criticisms:

“Mr. President, | wish to express my views on the
y the hon. Member. First of all, with
(yueen Mary's College, I agree
very near to the place of

points raised b
regard to the site of the
that it is quite open and itis
public recreatien | but at the same time, 1 must admit it
is an ideal site from the point of view of health.
Secondly, with regard to the staff, it is true we
have got only youog women on the staff because we ha've
no older women highly qualified to manage such anin-



26 MY EXPERIENCE AS A LEGISLATOR

stitution. Regarding the suggestion that only muarried
women should be appointed on the staff, first ofallitis
very dillicult to secure the services of a sufficient number
of married women, and moreover, I do not think that
married women will be able to devote as much time as
unmarried women to the college worl; their time will
have to be divided hetween their homes and the college ;
the coilege being a residential institution the work will
suffer.
Widow Problem

Thirdly, Sir, I would ask the hon. Member ‘how is
he going to solve the widow problem in this country?”
There are millions of young widows——in future a large
number of teachers will have to be recruited from them.
The good of the home has been denied to them. Should we
also deny to them the good things of the world outside ?
For my part, Sir, I would blame neither the site nor the
staff; but I would only find fault with the curriculum of
studies there. I feel that the present system of education
has to be completely revised, because it has failed,
has miserahly failed to mcualeate in our hoys and girls,
real culture, the ¢pirit of patriotism and national unity,
love of service to humanity, that spirit of sell-sacrifice,
sell-denial, which ought to be the end and aim of all
true education, because we have neglected our religion
and our own literature which embody such high morals,
and spiritual truths sufficient to clevate our minds and
improve our character. Religions and morals find no
place in the school and college curriculum of our boys
and girls, the result of which is we possess more of
materialism than spiritualism in a country famed for its
spirituality, In this connexion, I would like to draw the
attention of the educational authorities to the memoran-
dum drawn up by the ‘ All India Women's Conference
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-on Educational Reforms’ held recently at Poona. The

enlightened women of India, both modern and conser-
vative, met in response to the call from the Director of
Public Instraction at the prize giving last year in Bethune

-College, Calcutta, who addressing the ladies present,

said : * You have asserted yourselves in the field of poli-

tics. How long is it to be before you assert yourselves

in the field of secondary and higher education? How

long are you going to tolerate a man-made syllabus, a

man-made system, a man-made examination, and a

controlling authority in which women have no intluence

as the dominating arbiter of your educational destinies ?
\We must have the co-operation of women to help us to
remedy what is wrong in women's eduacation. I would
urge that women who alone can help us adequately,
should tell us with one voice what they want and keep
on telling us till they get it

Women of India from north to south, east to west
met in the historic city of Poona, women of all castes,

-creeds, Mussalmen, Hindus, Parsis, Brahmans and non-
Brahmans, many delegates from this pravince also attend-
ed and they have unanimously formulated these resolu-
tions, regarding the kind of education the future citizens
and the future mothers of India ought to receive.

At that Conference, the Rana Sahib of Sangli spoke
as {ollows ‘ I do not individually hesitate to affirm that
Indian culture, Indian tradition, and all thatis best on
the part of India’s woemanhood will have to be preserved
and secured in any future scheme. [ accept the doctrine
that the {ive-fold character of physical, emotional, mental,
civic and spiritual development of women should be an
essential feature of such a scheme.’

I feel, Sir, that the ancient moral stories as demonst-

rated in the life of Harischandia who sacrificed everything
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oft}.u's world for truth, the lives of Damayanthi and Nala, of
S.avxtri and Satyavan, must be taught first to our boys a’nd
gxr!s, more than Othello and Desdemona, Romeo and
Juliet, even though, I'have the greatest admiration for
Shakespeare. First of all, our boys and girls must be
made to assimilate whatever is good in our own literature
and religion which is easy for them to grasp and learn
and then may add to that the scientific and up-to Jate
knowledge of (] West.  As we are, we are neither East
nor West, Ve take every bit of knowledge from the
West €xcept their religion. It is religion that will form
;}.le__cbare.!cter of the individual and help the growth of the
ity in man or woman, | myscll do not know what
:{,:;Z:l“:?ll}igs: is. ru was my {ortune o have come in
in England, andl;x}: ;)’ my western 'Nisters during my stay
the very high sense ;,fl:l. ,-I \{Vas smpy .im’-‘)ressm 'w“h
and theirhigh ideals 0”‘_‘;‘" ( ;”y N th‘:" e o
Play a great role in g --,(' “- the Vst (e women
visited, whether (}e ')""“‘1 e e !
Or any org’anisaltion M.”n.re centres or the venerea] C“.m(‘s
Social Hygiene ¢ o ?omet‘y for health such iy e it
a0y orphys OLfnml,ﬁo(:mI and moral h)'fglene work or
of ethSiaqg“ or asylum, [ came across this noble hand
their lives fo;' sC :V(’”"fn \\./m]fcrs who havc‘ Li”n%cmwd
such Selr-sacn'ﬁl::f] hurrmmtnrm-ﬂ work. ' Evidences of
Wanting epn. at .and self-denial on their part are not
midst ys here, e.g., Dr. Macphail of the

Rainy }IO irg
Spital who hag spent her whole life here in (he

band of
ob! .
¢ Workers, Dy, Scudder of the Vellore Hos-

pital, Dy, and M, 1:

the late Ry, Leli'tl: ¢T8Uson of the Temperance League,
sSystem of educmo.nso’ We cannot blame the British
system in which qq,, r;e]ig.()nry we have to formulate a
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tion should have a large share and at the same time

suitable to modern conditions of life."”

During the same session it was pointed
out to Government by one hon. Member that
Western system of medical education being
a costly affair, Government should encourage
the indigenous system and thus rapidly ex-
tend rural medical relief with the help of the
Ayurvedic Unant dectors to which observa-

tion I replied:

“Mr. President, on this motionT lik: to express
ry views, as the hon. Member wants the Ayurvedic
system of treatment for the raral areas in preference to
the Allopathic.

IFor my part 1o notlike to draw any comparison
hetween the Ayurvedic and the English system. Batstill,
I must say that in surgery and those special branches of
medicine as midwifery and opthalmology, the West has
made very, very rapid strides within the last few years,

while in Ayurveda there has been no progress at all for

the last hundreds of years. Supposing the hon. Member

had an attack of appendicitis, will he allow the Ayur-

vedic Doctor to operate on him ?  What shall we do
without chloroform? Again if a woman in the village is
in difficult labour, is the Ayurvedic doctor, with his pre-

sent qualification, in a position to deliver her with instru-
ments? Again for our eye defects, do we not need the
assistance of the allopathic doctors to test and prescribe
glasses for the same? Could we afford to lose our eyes?
Could the Ayurvedic doctor examine our throat, nose
and ear with specula 7 Again, Sir, this country is full of
malaria. Could anybody cure malaria without quinine ?
I had a personal experience of it; my own child had
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malaria and the child refused to take guinine. [ consult-
ed the best of the Unani and the Ayurvedic doctors who
were all of opinion that quinine was the only efficacious
remedy for malaria. I must own, Sir, that I cherish a

very high respect for the Ayurvedicsystem because it is.

cheap, available for a large number of people and is
indigenous, is my owa system, but [ must admit also that
it is an empirical and stand-still system and so has to be
developed, and brought on a scientific basis with the
Western systems of medicine. Certainly there are very

effective decoctions and herbal remedies for ordinary

common complaints but there is not much of anatomy
and physiology in it. No doubt, several thousands of
years ago when India had its own civilization, its own
culture, the healing art was much more advanced here
than in any other part of the world and there it has stop-
ped, while the West has been making very rapid pro-
gress in anatomy, physiology, chemistry and physics and
in short, in every branch of medicine, so much sO, we
allopathic doctors know the situation and function of the
minutest artery and nerve in the human body. So until
and unless we develop our system, we must necessarily
go in for the allopathic cures. We ought to appreciate
the good in any system ard feel grateful to those great
men (whom [ should call * Avatars’) who have discovered
such rare remedies such as vaccination for small-pox,
cures for malaria, cholera, tropical dysentery, for diabetes,
chloroform and morphia for operations, salvarsan for
syphilis. ~ Still in the West, they are doing research to
find cures for cancer and tuberculosis and other diseases.
They have discovered also the Wasserman test for

~. 8yphilis and they can treat latent syphilis very succes-
fully which no Ayurvedic doctor is capable of at
Present,
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So in the rural areas also, we do require the
services of well-trained allopathic doctors, as there is so
much good in that system. At the same time, I am of
opinion that Government should give every encourage-
ment to the indigenous system for its further growth and
development. As Sir P. C. Ray explaired to us the other
day in the Medical College that the ancient Hindus, even
at the remote period of world’s_history, had developed
their chemistry and had discovered a process of
«Distillation ' which was discovered by the western
scientists only a few decades before, so the desire on the
part of the people to do research and investigation on the
indigenous lines must be encouraged. As we ate, we
have to borrow surgery, midwifery opthalmology from
the West because we cannot help it.

So it is our duty to encourage the development of
our system on rational and scientific l}ines. I would suggest
that students who havea good knbwledge of anatomy
pysiology, physics, chemistry, or even fully qualified
graduates from the Medical College, Madras, who have
got the aptitude for enquiry and research, should be taken
and introduced into the Indian School of Medicine to
learn our system and make further investigation.

There are still many dreadful diseases, such as
cancer, elephantiasis, etc., for which remedies have to be
found. Who kuows that research il carried on on right
lines, the remedies may not be found in India by the

Ayurvedic scientists ?
Again in regard to rural medical relief, I do not

think there can be any better or more useful form of
medical relief than a propetly conducted medical inspec-
tion and treatment of our boys and girls in the rural
schools, because the school medical service, which was

- started it England in 1908, has been doing very good

’
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work for the past eighteen years and has become recog-
4 g mcn and women to possess
robust health and sturdy intellect, if we want them to
compete with other nations of the world successfully in
the race of life, and if we want them to get on without
drugs and doctors, the health training must begin even
from the very beginning of life.

Our hoys and girls while they are in the school,
should be looked after well so that they may reacha
healthy adolescence and perform the sacred duty of
proper parenthood. Thus many deformities and dis-
abilities of adult life can he prevented by carly attertion
to the beginnings of the disease in young boys and girls.
That is how the British nation has produced a healthy
race.

A school-master of about thirty years standing in
England said ‘to stop the school medical service would
be a national disaster and tragedy.” For such a service,
the services of rural mnedical practioners may he availed of.

So, I would very respectlully a<k the hon. Minister
in charge to introduce proper medical inspection in all
the primary and secondary schools for both boys and
girls. The work should be entrusted to a specialized
staff so that they may know what and where they should
look for in children for commencing signs of disease.
For pirls, travelling lady doctors may be appointed similag
to Inspectresses of Schools and wherever possible, school
clinics should be opened. That the lay public arein
favour of it is seen from a series of articles which have
appeared in the ///ndu of late and which contain many
useful hints and suggestions for such a work. By adopt-
ing such preventive steps, we will be laying the founda-
tion of a healthy vigorous national life and I may humbly
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submit also that the money spent in improving the health
and physique of the nation is money well spent.”

It was brought to my notice that the
Government Victoria Hospital was in urgent
need of additions and improvements which
matter I placed before the Council,

Question
Will the hon. the Minister for Public Health be

pleased to state ’
(@) whether the question of additions and improve-

ments to the Government Victoria Caste and Gosha

Hospital has ever been considered by the Government,
and if so when:

(4) the stage the question has now reached ;

(¢) when it is likely that the work will be putin
hand ;

(d) whether the Government are aware that the
women medical students of the Lady Wellingdon Medical
School who receive clinical instruction at the above
hospital have no well equipped laboratory in the said
1 for want of sufficient accommodation ;

(¢) whetheritisa fact there is only one labour
room in the hospital, and that room is used for clean as
well as septic and eclamptic cases ;

(/) whether it is a fact that the labour room is
located so near the public road as to attract a crowd when
an cries oot with labour pains ;

(&) whether itis a fact that the cut-patients have to

wait'in the passages {or want of a proper waiting hall ;
() whether itisa fact that the hospital has only

82 beds;
(/) whethet the hospital has been admitting more

3 -

hospita

a wom
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pa.tients than the sanctioned number of beds; if so, the
daily average of in-patients during the year 19;;5 )
7/ whether the Government ever cons_ide1red the
question of providing additional beds for the hospital; and
(4) how many additional heds will be provided for
the said hospital in 1927-28?
Answoer

(¢) & (f) After the Government took over the
management of the Victoria Caste and Gosha Hospital in
1920, the question of adding to and improving the
accommodation was considered, but the scheme was
.abandoned in favour of the Marina Hospital scheme
which included the construction of a larger and more
up-to-date hospital for women. For the reasons explain-
.ed in the Press Communique, dated 30th March 1926, a
copy of which is attached, the Government decided ’to
.abandon the Marina Hospital scheme and adopt in its
place an alternative scheme devised by the Surgeon-
General and the Consulting Architect to the Government.
According to the revised scheme, Victoria Caste and
Gosha Hospital will be retained on its present site and
will be enlarged by the addition of an operation theatre,
a ;')ost of operation ward (ten beds), a children’s ward of
thirty beds, a general ward of twenty beds and a delivery
room and labour ward of twenty beds, making in all an
addition of eighty beds.

. (4) The Government have called for a complete
estimate of the cost of the whole scheme.
om of :}?e T‘l;)e quest'ion of providing funds for the execu-
NP scheme will be considered after full details of
st involved has been received.

(dyto () Yes.

(¢) Yes. The daily average attendance of in-pati-
ents for the year 1926 was 97, 52,
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. & Theﬁ revised proposals provide for an additicn
of eighty beds in all. It is not possible to state definitely
at present how many additional beds will be provided

during the next year.
Ouestion
Are the Government aware that in a room of 13 feet

9 inches breadth, 15 feet 6 inches length, and 16 feet
[ laboratory testing and that

minor surgical operation,
s injections, collection of

height students have to do al
gynaecological examinaton,

odt-patient dressing, intra-venou
blood from out-patients for transmission to Guindy for

testing, are also carried on to the great inconvenience of

students, patients and the staff ?

Question
Considering that this question has been before the

Governmerf since 1922, and considering the urgent
necessity for the improvement, will the hon. the Minister
be pleased to expedite the scheme and come up to the
Council again for a supplementary grant in the month of
August or September next ?

It did elicit much sympathy from one

and all in the Council and the then Minister

promised O expedite the matter but I regret
hat little has been done so far to

to state t
satisfy the above demands.
Question
Will the hon. the Minister for Education and Local

Self-Government be pleased to state :
(@) whether it isa {act that in the Fort St. George
Gazette of the 920d February 1927 the appointment of a

gentleman to 2 nominated vacancy in the Chengleput

District Board has been notiied ;
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(/-7,) if so, why a lady was not nominated ; and
. }Ez)r;vho was the second lady nominee recommend-
y the District Board President i ‘
the lady vacancy ’ i September fot 11
Answer

(@) Yes.
1, .
o (4) The appointment of M.R.Ry. Frank \" Ven-
ba arangam Avergal referred to in clause (o) was made
ecause ?here was no member of the Indian Christian
comn?umty on the Board. As stated in the answers to
questions Nos. 10 andr 19 on 2+4th January 1927 .th
Government will consider the question ofappoin:in,g :
lady me(n;b;;‘w}éen an occasion presents itself in future
j .
o e Government do not think it desirable to
nish the name of a person whose nominati
accepted by them. ination was not
Government Anscer

I am sur
we are think?nthe :‘Onf .Membef will admit that when
communities tlg o gwmg’ representation to minority
o s, the Indian Christian community must be
asa sm: . .
ladies who ::d-”er minority community than even the
ina majority. (La
. : . (Laughter).
Question ghter)

Yes, but i .
though the lac;;_'sth:reh-on' Minister aware that even
in majority, tt
representati ) y, there are no lady
anf()l - rtlhattlves on the various local boards (Hear, hear)
ity Soaf account they form the most minority com-
ar as representation is
s is ¢
Ansiver oncerned ?

Onl i
hon. b {a;ec;)\ntly, in order to meet the wishes of the
y Member who is very jealous of the rights of

ladies, I .
» I nominated a lad o
Board.” ady to the South Arcot District

v
CHILDREN HOSPITAL

The 31st of March was a very important
day for meas the resolution for the establish-
ment of 2 special hospital for children was
coming up for discussion on that day.

[ was anxiously looking forward to that
motion being reached that day as it was the
last day in that session. The Council rule in
regard to resolutions is that it should go
through the ballot and even if it should pass
the ballot successfully, the non-official daysin
every session being few in number, that parti-
cular resolution might not be reached at all
during that session, in which case, it would in-
volve another notice of the very same motion,

another balloting, etc., and consequent
delay. Itisa matter of luck and chance to

get the resolution actually moved in the

Council _ )
[ was sitting till late in the afternoon in

the Council chamber full of anxiety and
excitement. Then just for a few minutes, I
retired into my room when the previous bill
which was being discussed having been with-
drawn by the mover, the President called
for my name but fortunately my friend
Dr. Mallaya whom I had requested to
second my motion, happened to be in his seat
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fl?ed;Ieelng me abse.nt., got the permission of
[louse to move it in his name which was
readlly.granted by the House. Meanwhile I
rush.ed 1n and I was there only to second the
motion but. Dr. Mallayya had made a short,
sweet and impressive speech.

In this connection, I desire to impress
upon the public that whatever I was able to
‘flc'hl.ev.e in the Council, even though the
Initiative came from me yet if the Council
had not extended its ready and willing co-
operation and wholehearted support, the
result would have been almost nil.

“Sir, I heartily second the motion. [ need not
repeat here that the idea of Children's Hospital has been
long before our minds. Lvery time mention was made
of the terrible death rate of infants in our Presidency, the
necessity for a special hospital for children was felt ‘very
acutely indeed, both by the medical as well as the lay
public. Again as every one of you is aware after the
visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, we
thought that this long expected boon was going to be
given to this province, but soon after, came the dis-
appointment that the money collected for the purpose has
been diverted, as explained to you last time, in the Press
Communique, dated 30th March 1926, Local Self-
Government Department (P.H.), to the construction of a
tuberculosis ward for our children and a few beds in other
?\ospitals thus allotting to our children a secondary place,
in spite of the great and very urgent need that existed for
a separate hospital for them. ‘

No doubt, Sir there are few beds in the General
Hospital, a few in the Women and Children Hospital. [
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may tell you, Sir, even though it is called Women and
Children Hospital, the children are few in number having
only 24 beds as compared with their total population, and
take a secondary place. No special attention is given to
them. There is no specialist in charge of the children, no
special equipment in that hospital for children such as a
milk modifying laboratory or the Physio-Therapeutic
department, nor are there any specially qualified nurses
to look after them. Dr. Hutchinson, an eminent physician
of London, when talking about the clinical examination of
children, gives the student the following advice: ‘The
method of examining and handling a sick child does not
come to you by intuition, and the man who starts for the
first time to study the diseases of children is like a
traveller in a foreign country. He hears a strange language
spoken which he does not understand : atall events. if
the language is not absolutely strange, it is spoken with a
foreign accent ; for, the physical signs of disease are often
different -in children from what they are in grown up
people and so the students have to devote special atten.
tion to their interpretation,’ moreover as the child is
unable to describe to the doctor the nature of the sufter-
ing, the students have to develop their power of observa-
tion very much indeed.’

Again in the handling and examination of (l.:iidren
one has to learn gentleness and tact which will come only
with care, experience, practice and above all, training
under competent teachers.

As that learned doctor again says, the subject of
diseases of children is one which is apt to be neglected in
General Hospital for more than one reason. The first
reason is that adult patients are so very numerous, their
claims on the staff are so very pressing that there is very
little time left for special teaching in the children’s wards.
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iIt ha; its explanation in this further fact that the teaching
r!;q utirzmeG:tr;er?l H?s;?ital is dfrected generally to the
o remer tho qu;;l'xfymg exa.mx'nations and no demand
e knom; or fmary c?ualeymg examinations for a
oo of Whi”hg'e (;1 the diseases of children, the conse-
ot themse»] 1sthat many men and women, when they
ot sl .ve{s know almost nothing of the common-
vt o mu::r;1 al;lcy. $o when going out into practice,
aron oy et etter informed than the mother or the
a0 the 1.;eases you have got to deal with. And
i T ind that in any large general practice
part of the patiel:f:s aaii]e:tt)eps:t' s i e reater
. ) tous nature of the disease
:\;:lelsb.eWb})r:::ilsltt:;)m:d;(])tyou bf a study of the death-
; . mortality s 4
:Zfzgixl;r:fzgtaflity is 1.50 per 1000, \{rhich isp:n:t t?g(;)i'ta:;:
Eot be{::ztzlggf;x’x)s was the condition prevailing in
Since then many changes have taken place. Th
gre{;i:fbusin]:ss of child reform began. Hoepita'ls werz
uilt for sick children. Infant wel s and mi
d.epots were established. [Further, rzrekxcmzr:lr:; anfmllllk
diseases of children and treatment was introdgce; ats:
::gagzl;oi?ts}?bject in t'he medical curriculum of students
oo 1')mViS.e out-patients and in the in-patients wards,
AN lon was made to give practical instruction
'su ject to students ualifying for examinations
extend.mg in some hospitals to three months and in somt;
::ir:’:zftn“c}nths' course. The result has been an immense
wnd the ph e', and a stead).’ improvement in the health
N S)ts:que of the child as reported by no less a
Ministran ir George Newman, the Medical Officer in the
'Y of Health. Now, I ask, how much more ap-
Propriate are the above remarks of Dr. Hutchinson made

{ropics,
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before the year 1911, to us here who record a mortality
of 300 per 1000 ? How much more energetic we should
be in this business of child reform with a death-rate like
300 per 1000—a figure that astounds the civilized world?

Again Dr. Holt, the great American Physician, an
authority on diseases of children says in his book:
‘Therapeutics in infancy consists in something more than
a graduated dosage of drugs. Many therapeutic means
which are valuable in adults are useless in children, and
many others which are of little valuein adults are
extremely useful in children.’” Showing that child’s study
is entirely a different one from that of the adult.

Again, without the help of a special hospital and
special equipment for children, study and research into
ailments of our children and also teaching the students-
on that subject is not possible. In the English hospitals
and in the English books much prominence is given to
scurvy, rheumatic affections of childhood,
diseases peculiar to cold countries which are rather rare
here. It will do us, Indian students, not much good to
devote too much time to such diseases. Here in the
we have to tackle other problems such as a
orms of malaria, kala-azar, dysentery, tropical
[ may tell you here that signs and

in children are not the same
There is then prevalent among
the Brahmin children a certain diseased condition
of the liver called in Tamil < <" infantile tropi-
cal. The aetiology and cure have not been found
yet even though many of our children succumb to
thisevery vear. I have listened, to many a sad and
pathetic tale from mothers who have narrated to
me with tears in their eyes how they have been

Josing their children one after the other (rom this dire

rickets,

typical |
jaundice, etc.
symptoms of malaria
as those in adults.
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disease. In the West they have found remedies for

rickets, scurvy, rheumatism, diphtheria and smallpox,

through persistent research and study. What was
possible there will be possible for us here also. If we
only tuke the trouble of studying and analysing a large
number of such children, very soon we may strike at the
root cause. As we are, we are indifferent to such sad
occurrences amongst us, and the vast amount of human
suftering which they involve.

Again, regarding the diet of our children, we are
simply copying the West. The present method of scienti-
fic feeding in the absence of mother's milk is this—diluted
and sterilised cow’s milk, supplemented with sugar,
* cream, fruit juice, etc. Is it possible for poor mothers of
our country to carry out the above instructions: [f we
want to live as a nation should we not find a diet for our
infants suitable to our climate and conditions of life here ?
As it is, the practitioners very often prescribe the tinned
foods for infants in the place of human milk or diluted
cow's milk without any of the above mentioned necessary
adjuncts to make it a complete food. I can only point
out to the house that such an ignorance and indifference
on our part is not at all excusable when the whole civiliz-
ed world is tackling this problem of infant welfare most
seriously and earnestly and has achieved very many
tangible results.

Indian children have suffered much and are still
suffering for want of a separate hospital. Can anyhody
in this House conceive of a better, wiser and more useful
form of medical reliel viewed from the human. from the
scientific and from the nation's standpoint than the one
Proposed in this motion, to give relief to our innocent

young, the speechless and helpless millions of India who-

are to be the futare bulwarks of the State ?
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I have heard hon. Members of this House com-
plaining about the large amount of money that is spent
on hospitals, on the doctors and drugs. My answer is, so
long as we ignore the preventive aspects of medicine, so
long as we are blind to the immediate needs of the nation,
we are bound to suffer, our money, our leisure and our
energy are bound to go to waste. To prevent unneces-
sary human suffering, disability, disfigurement, and avoid-
able mortality of infants and at the same time to save our
money and labour. I would most earnestly beseech you to
direct your attention to the preventive side of medicine
and lay the foundation of a healthy life by replacing quack
treatment of our infants and children with up-to-date
scientific treatmentand by looking after the health of
school boys and girls with properly conducted medical
inspecticn.

Sir. much infantile mortality is preventible. In
England the infant mortality in 1901 was 128 per 1000;
in 1024 only 69. The amazing decline was due to

preventive medicine. As we are, we cannot but admit

. that the majority of us are under-developed and under-

nourished, are unable to bear the stress and strain of
modern life as is revealed by our mortality returns (for

Europe 4 per 1000, for India 42 per 1000}, by our

average age of living (20 for an Indian and 30 for an

European) and by out capacity to work.
No doubt there may be other contributory causes—

social and economical, but one of the main causes if not

the chief cause, in my opinion, is the negligent and in-
difierent treatment given to our children—our boys and

girls. Because, in My experience, the rural child even

gh starved, keeps better health than the over-fed

thou
So we cannot attribute

children of the well-to do classes.
all our ill-health and disease to poverty and prematur,

2
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motherhood, because most of our children when born
have a healthy appearance. In a few days or months they
develop a sickly look as a result of mismanagement or
improper and unscientilic methods of feeding in the
absence of breast milk. No wonder that such ill-nourish-
ed children readily fall a prey to all kinds of infantile
ailments, especially in the ahsence of rational treatment.

Again the general physique of our children is low.
When [ landed in India after my recent visit to the West,
the difference in the appearance of our children as com-
pared with that of the European child was very poignant-
ly brought home to me, the anaemic, pale, sallow cheeks
of the majority of our children as contrasted with the rosy
flashy cheeks of the European ones, the thin wasted limbs
of ours as compared with the muscular, round Jimbs of
the Western children, their cheerful and happy expres-
sions with the melancholy and dejected looks of our
children. True, the racial and climatic differences may
be seen in contour, and colour but need not be in health
and vigour which are not the monopoly of any one race
or climate.

Inthe face of what civilised nations have been
doing towards the solution of the problems of infantile
wortality and morbidity, we in India, hava to admit that
we have been guilty of very great injustice towards the
treatment of our children. Now in England and Wales,
there is abundant provision for the care and treatment of
children and  enormous facilities exist for carrying on
‘v?:::,:t};:(‘:idlexp'erirnents. There are more than half a
alone in ad:itiChlldren- hospifals in the city of London
hospitals, a‘;’;to cfhxldren s war‘ds in every t?ig general
Centres have g oy ;’edthj mafermty .;Tnd chxld-'welffxre
troubles wheye mott 8 for children ailing from digestive

ers are keptand taught the art of
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Jooking after their infants. There are children’s homes
where they are admitted for minor ailments, day nurseries
where the poor mothers leave their children when they
go out for their work. There area number of nursery
schools for children below the age of 5 besides convales-
cent homes for weak children and foundling hospitals and

orphanages. As the result of such wide, well-thought-
out organizations and centres of health the infant morta-
lity within the last few years has come down to 69 per
1000. So, look at the frantic and co-ordinate etlorts of
other nations to save the child’s life.

In the face of such honest attempts on the part of
other nations and such authoritative views as expressed
by such eminent experienced and practical physicians
like Dr. Robert Hutchinson, Dr. Holt, Sir George
Newman for special hospitals for children and for special
teaching of students on the subject are we justified in
tolerating this kind of indifferent treatment to our
children, the future citizens of the State, on whose health

and welfare depends the prosperity and progress of the
country ? \When we are also conscious of the fact that
‘there is no more promising field of medicine than the-
prevention of diseases in children only those who can
fathom the depth and intensity of a mother’s love for
Ler ailing infant, can adequately realize what it means to
the mother to see her helpless infant suffer, on whom her
life-happiness centres, what it is to see that spark of life
being extinguished for ever for want of proper care and

treatment. What sacrifice would such a mother nct

. . . 1 4
undergo if she is only convinced that the remedy is near

athand > The Indian mother who will fast for days

together and who will undertake arduous journeys to
beget a child, who will forego all her wealth, leisure and
her pleasures for its sake, would she not admit her child

L4
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fnto a hospital if she is only sure of good treatment and
.rts certain recovery ? I leave it to the hon. Members to
judge. .

Child’s study being a different one from that of the
adult, I feel convinced that it should be developed as a
separate science and art, and be given an important
p]age in the medical curriculum of students, as any other
subject like ophthalmolopy, Midwifery and Gyneacology
and not be made a secondary thing as itis being done
now by alloting a few beds for children in the several
hospitals.”

. The Government and the European
non-officials voting against, the majority
of the Justicites remaining neutral and
the majority of the Congress voting for
the.motion, the resolution was declared
carried, ‘(Then the Congress was in full
?tl.‘ength in the Council). I must state in all
]:(Iimg:,S ttohthe Justice Party which was then
leader~-That Ralb_le statesman and a born
motion of ¢ Raja of Panagal—that i no
agree withmme"even though he might dis-
attaining rhme In the ways and mcans of
me. So hc‘aidend’ he ever voted against
remained ne some qf his party members

: he ‘ncutral on this occasion.
Childfenoi‘i:he su‘l).j‘ect of a spccial hospital for
what T haye l:Y fll_st resolution because'a.ft-er
for the cau anefrn .m England of.the facilities
that in Tndis (btneat.ment of children, I felt
gross i ! ‘Oth in hospitals and outside

gnorance and neglect prevailed in
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;:m«‘g“éfd +o that subject as the result of which
" many infants suffer and die from preventible
illnesses and many more become permanent
invalids. Having gone through bitter experi-
ence with my own children in spite of my
being a brilliant medical graduate and an
experienced medical practitioner and hav-
ing found others whom I invited to help
me in the diagnosis and treatment to be in
2 worse plight than myself I took the very
early opportunity to bring this matter before
the Government and the public. -
The Government did give effect to this
recommendation. The very next year they
deputed two experienced medical officers,
Rao  Bahadur Dr. Lakshmanaswamy

Mudaliar M.D., Assistant Superintendent of
the Government Maternity Hospital and
Dr. Mary John, F.R.C.S., of the Government
Victoria Hospital to specialize in diseases of
children in the West and on their return have
Children’s special sections in the
< under their charge, which, we

o their full height.

opened the
two hospitals, un
hope, will grow t
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MEDICAL INSPECTION OF
SCHOOL CHILDREN

AS I attach great value to a systematic and

thorough medical inspection of school
boys and girls, I bagan to gather accurate
information about the scope and extent of
its application in our schools and colleges.
I wrote to the Department of Education, to
the* Corporation Educational Officer and to
the Madras District Educational Officer from
all of whom I learnt that there was no medi-
cal inspection in any Government girls’
schools but the Corporation schools carried
on regular and periodical medical inspection
in their schools.

When any hon. Member makes a state-
ment on the floor of the Council, the Member
who makes the statement is responsible for
‘the accuracy of the statement. Therefore,
I had to spend much time and labour over
these matters, as T had not then known any
other means of obtaining the necessary infor-
mation.

Very often [ would envy the gentlemen
members when I sce them sitting together in
groups and parties and discussing matters of
pUbI}C mportance. As I desired to be above all
parties, I could not join any of those political
groups and therefore I was left to myself and
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' in the
as I could except 1n
t.on as bes 1 could not but

two, of the senior

d to g€ '
ial:;s of bills for which

seek the help of oneor

: -« in the Council. ‘ '
legls]%aft;;rs;(inon thorough enauiry into the

i dical inspection was

- that while the me :
11t0ry in the secondary schools for boys
o g chools were not only left out of con-
- l1so the mission schools that

n medical inspection in the
ihed mannet were not ehgxbl-e for any
prescrlbe mefore [ drew the attention of the
Thetr bot ’ through my -speech at}mld
Govern s repeated interpellations, to t el
throug? rggf of periodical and regular mefilca
importté_ign of every school-going pupil by
i ectl )
inspec nced medical gradu'ates. o tion
experlet only did I give notice of a resolution:
NOCouncil wcommengis to the Gpvern;
“Thtlsthat syqtematic Medical Inspection O
men S

made compulsory in all
pUpﬂs should e whether Government

matte

grant.

schooO . -1 or Local Fund, and in

nicipa . R ;
or Aided, l}qu-irls, inspection should be Cf)t;
the case o' & Jdoctors and wherever possible

duCte({1 ‘cbl}ilnlii(iyshould be s'tarted” ), but also put
i;léofoollowing interpellations:

i ion in Secondary
edical Inspect.mn in
Gompulsoey MSchools for Girls

Questimlv 1| the hon. the Minister for Education and Local
Wi .

Self-Govemment pe pleased to state
4
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(@) whether itis 2 fact that the scheme of com-
sory medical examination of pupils has been confined

ul
-gnly to secondary schools for boys, Government or

aided ; o o
: (#) why sucliexamination has not been insisted on

in the case of the secondary schools for gitls ; whether it
;s due to want of a sufficient number of qualified lady
doctors ; if not, for what reasons ;

(¢) whether itis a fact that the Government do not
make any grant towards the cost of medical inspection of
aided secondary schools for girls even when the manage-
ment make satisfactory arrangement for medical inspec-
tion; if the answer be in the affirmative, the reasons
therefore ;

(@) whether the Government have at any time con-
sidered the desirability of introducing compulsory medical
inspection in the case of secondary schools for girls at
least in the city of Madras if qualified doctors are not
available in sufficient members for serving the schools in
the whole presidency ; and

(¢) whether the Government have considered the
desirabily of employing Government travelling lady
doctors for the purpose of inspection of secondary schools
for girls in the Presidency ?

Anstver

{a) Yes.

(%) One reason was the insufficient number of
qualified lady doctors; another was that the scheme wasan
experiment and it was considered advisable to restrict its
Operation during the experimental stage to secondary
schools for boys,

(¢) Yes; the scheme does not apply to girls
schools for reasons given above.

(2) The suggestion will be considered.
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{¢) No.
Compulsory Medical Inspection of the Elementary
Schools Aided by Local Bodies

Question
Will the hon. the

Self-Government be pleased to state:
(¢) Whether the Government ever considered the

question of compulsory medical inspection of pupils in
tlhe elementary schools, boys and girls in the Presidency,
maintained by local bodies, or aided from local or muni-

cipal funcs;
(5) whethe
the local bo

Minister for LEducation and Local-

¢ the Government have issued instruc-
dies in regard to the desirability of

‘Ons to . . * .
. medical inspection of pupils in the

conducting periodical

elementary schools ;
(¢) whether the Government are aware that travel-

Jing doctors are employed by some missionary bodies for
conducting periodical medical inspection of pupils in the

schools under their Management ; and
(@) Whether the Government have ever consider-

ed the desirability of appointing Government travelling
medical inspectors for conducting medical examination
f pupils in the elementary schools for each district or
)

groups of district ?

Answer
(a) Yes.

(#) No.
(¢) The Governmen

(d) No.
Complaint against

t have no information.

Medical Inspection in Government
or Aided Schools

ron ) .
Guestt ¢ hon. the Minister {for Education and Local

Will th Minister for
siate .
Se}f-Govemment be pleased to

L]
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(@) whether the Government have received any

complaint against the way in which the medical inspec-

tion is conducted at present in the Government or aided

schools;
() whether the medical practitioners now employ-

ed for medical inspection have received any special course
of training to enable them to carry on thorough medical
examination of pupils: and

(¢) whether the report of such examinations an
the advice given by such medical inspectors for the medical
treatment or surgical operations of individual pupils are
being communicated to the parents through the heads of
the schools concerned, and whether the heads of schools
schools have been asked to watch the progress of such
pupils in regard to their health ?

Answer

(¢) In 1926 the Director of Public Instruction
brought to the notice of Government that many of the
reports on medical inspection of pupils submiited to him
and the Surgeon-General showed evidence of hurricd
inspection. The Government have issued the necessary
instructions to ensure that inspections are conducted in a
satisfactory manner. '

(6) The attention of the hon. Member is invited to
paragraph 1 (3) of G.O. No. 641, Law (Education},
dated 20th April 1925, and G. O. No. 44, Law Educa-
tion), dated Uth January (926, which have heen placert
on the Editors’ Table.  No special course of training is
considered necessary.

(¢) Copies of inspection catds should be sent to
the parents of pupils in all cases where-in treatinent is re-
commended. Ifeads of schooisare expected to watch the
I?YOgress of pupils in their health and no special instru-
tions are considered necessary.
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fion o
o (4) of my question 1t1s stated

e
In answer to claus ; '
i gcheme was an experiment and it was con-

visable to secondary schools for boys.” May
nt was started and how long

that the ’

sidered ad :
I know when the experime

has it continued ?

A Th experiment was started about five years ago Sir.
e <

Ques’ion
) rd to the answer t0 clause (¢) may I know

With rega . . ;
haw long the experiment will continue ¢
1OV 0.
ey ' .
Ansive The whole thing is2 question of funds, Sir. So the
! has to be studied before any conclu-

uestion of costs

C
i arrived at.

sions can be

Question o o
With regard to question (¢) Sir, the answer is the

cheme does not apply to girls schools for reasons given
f) jow.” The reason may be that there is an insufficiency
? ua'liﬁed women doctors and that the scheme is only an
° qeriment - but why did the Government not extend it
tx[t)hose aided schools which employ their own doctors
to 4 where medical inspection is going on properly ?
an
Why was that not done ?
wer .
A wer to clause (), Sir, the

.+ i stated in ans use | .
As dering the desirability of intro-

consi
rnment are
Gove itls' schools.

ducing the scheme in g

Ouestion

May | know when it is going o he ?
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Anser

I cannot say definitely when that will come into
force.

Question

With reference to answer to clause (<), was not
this experiment confirmed in respect of hoys and made
compulsory ?

Answer
I believe so, Sir.

Question.

May I know why the Government have not staited
it first in the Elementary Schools’ In England they
have begun with the primary schools for the obvious
reason that any signs of disease could be arrested at an
earlier stage. May I know why the scheme has been
begun with the primary schools here

Answoer

There again, Sir, as I said in answer to (uestion
No. 583, it is matter of cost to state, and the question of

M Bbet has to be carefully worked out before an .
' t
that direction can be taken, Y step in

Question
Sir, if the Government are convinced that Medjca]
Inspection of school pupils is preventjve side of

medicine, may I know if they would introduce inspection

in all schools as early as possible because they have now
got a surplus amount at theijr disposal

Anszoer

We are not so sure of the surplys.
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"""“Tymsxian | '
With reference to clause (a) the answer.ls that
“ The Government have issued the necessary ms.truc-
tions to ensure that inspections are cond}lcted in a
satisfactory manner.”’ Will the Governm-ent issue ord'erj
to the effect that qualified and experienced medica

officers should be employed for this special work ?

Answer
The question will be considered.

The Government as usual pleaded want
of funds to give effect to the full Sc.he.me’ th
’ edit of the hon. the Minister in
o tbe Cé)i‘ Education, it must be said that he
glil;lf:)ve a supplementary'demand that- very
same year and when making that motion he

made the following speech :

« Mr. President, Sir, on the recommendation of His
Excellency the Governor I move “that the F;Bvernment
be granted an additional sum of rupees 43,1.00 under

¢ XIX-31 Education. Most of the grant is for the
gran‘ . <oection of pupils in recognised seccndary
medical IH;IP hon. friend Dr. Muthulakshmi. ever :iace
schools. Ythe C'ouncil has been demanding the medical
she o tohould be introduced in all schools and the
inspection St are taking the first step towards the achieve-
Governm:ll biect by trying to introduce it in the middle
m,e,ﬁt,losf :ng :l«:mentary schools under the Government.
sc

I hope hon. Members will have no objection.”
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DEVADASI PROBLEM

THE next subject that engaged my atten-
tion was the Devadasi Problem.

I have been feeling all along and feeling
most actutely too that it was a great piece of
injustice, a great wrong, a violation of human
rights, a practice highly revolting to our sense
of morality and to our higher nature to
countenance, and to tolerate young innocent
girls to be trained in the name of religion to
lead an immoral life, to lead a life of promis-
" cuity, a life leading to the disease of the
mind and the body.

I gave notice of a resolution and [ was
anxiously waiting for the ballot result.
Luckily for me, the ballot was successful and
theresolution appeared under my name in the
agenda of the 4th November. As usual, the
vested interests became alarmed at my move
and tried all their influence to dissuade me
from moving the resolution but I was ada-
. mantine and I almost took a vow that I
would never rest till I get the pernicious
custom eradicated from this land.

Tbe resolution did come up before the
Council and I had the honour of moving it
ind making a long speech. The Council was

pparently moved by my speech and all
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parties most enthusiastically supported my
motion.

" The full text of my speech has been al-
ready published in pamphlet form both in
English and Tamil and is available at the
address given below *

Mr.K.R. Karant, Mr.C.V. Venkataramana
Aiyangar, Mr. Muthuranga Mudaliar, Mr.
Anjanayulu of the then Congress Party,
Ms:. A.B. Shetty, Mr. Syed Ibrahim, Mr. V.
Munisamy Piliai, Mr. S. N. Dc_>r:§i Raja of the
Ministerial Group, Sir VI Krishnan Nair,
Deputy Leader of the Justice Pa}-ty made most
eloquent and telling speeches in support of
my motion but the then Law Member Sir
C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar on behalf of the

Government while appreciating the very

high object of the mover pointed out certain
difficulties in giving practical effect to the

resolution. N ' |
All the same, the original motion slightly

amended was unanimously adopted by the

council.

“« This Conncil yecomniends to the Got . -
legislation o7 if that Jor any reason be impracticable,
to vecommend 1o the Central Government to undertake
legislation at a V€T early date to put a swop io the
practice of dedicating young givls or young women {o
Hindne Temples, whick Jas generally rvesulted in

. . 1
cxposing them to an immoral life.

ernment to undevtake

+No. 6. Rundall's Read, Vepery, Madras.
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The local Government without trying in
any manner to solve the problem simply
communicated the above resolution to the
Central Government.

Therefore, with the help of a lawyer

councillor I drafted a Bill to dispense with the

Devadasi Service in the Temples and after
getting the Government of India sanction for
the same, [ introduced it into the local
Council, the very next year.

In this matter I was dealing with a quite
different problem. My medical and educa-
tional work in the Council was very much
applauded but not my social reform work.

The people that had not the courage to

oppose me openly in public began to work

underhand and set up one or two bogus.

associations to write petitions to Government
and distribute unworthy literature to the
public to prevent my bill becoming law.
Therefore, I had to bring all the re-
sources at my command to counteract such
evil propaganda. I was constantly writing to
the press on the subject, publishing and
broad-casting little educative pamphlets and
I was holding large women meetings in sup-
port-of my work in the Council. To the
credit of the Indian public it must be said,
that very soon the vocal public became con-
verted to my creed, I had reports of meet-
.ings held everywhere in the Presidency in
favour of my bill before the Council, indivi-
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duals began to attack my opponents through
the press, the vernacular and the English
press took up my side and above ali owing
to the wonderful awakening that has come
upon all communities, particularly, those
castes that have been victims of this Devadasij
evil, I very soon came into touch with the re-
formed sections of those communities who
have since done much to further my work in
that direction and who are even now carrying

on intensive propaganda to uproot this evil,

I shall refer to this most important legisa-
tion of mine later on when the discussion on
my bill is referred to in this book.
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EXEMPTION OF POOR GIRLS FROM
THE PAYMENT OF SCHOOL FEES

DURING that very same session, my other
resolution on fee remission for poor girls
in schools was in the agenda under the name
of another hon. Member Rao Sahib L.C. Guru-
swami. To get the resolution successfully
through the ballot, we would get it
signed by a number of hon. Members, if the
Members should be willing to sign the resolu-
tion as one hon. membar is entitled only to
have one motion through the ballot, for one
-session. As myself had the resolution for the
prevention of Dedication of minor girls to
Temples, I could not have another to myself
during that term. But my friend Rao Sahib,
L.C. Guruswami came to my help, was good
enough to move the resolution and also to
make an impressive speech while I had to
be satisfied with seconding it.

“ Mr. President, Sir, with great pleasure I rise to
support the resolution, because, as you know, our ex-
perience has shown and the report of the Special Educa-
tional Officer, Mr. Statham, also shows that the education
of girls, especially of Indian Girls, is very backward. [ am
of opinion that better facilities should be created for the
Promotion of female education t
of school-going girls ma
boys.

ill at last the percentage
y reach the level of that of the
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The figures as furnished by Mr. Statham, the
Special Educational Officer, are as follows: —
BOYS
Priméry Schoolgees e 8. 8 per cent.
GIRLS

2.3 per cent of the total population.

Again while 83 boys per 10,000 receive the bene-

- fit of higher education, only 8 girls per 10,000 have that

advantage. ‘
As is%evealed by the above figures and as admitted

by the educational ofticer himself, the education(’jo'fl girl‘s‘
is very backward and the reason for such a condition is
k.
" f:irv:eg steheough the importance and the necessity of
girls’ education to the country's progress is n0}v recog-
nised on all sides, still we are too deeply conscious that
parents—even rich parents—while they will hbera.lly and'
willingly spend any amount of money upon their boy.s :
education, the majority of the very same parents w1'H
grudge to pay 2 few rupees as fees evc?ry m?nth to their
dauoghters, because, Sir, at any 'rat.e in this country,
education is sought for by the majority of the People, not
for its own sake, not for the culture :'md' (?nhghtenment
which true education confers upon u.ldmdaal men or
women, but is sought forasa qua}hﬁcanox.l to compete' for
Government posts carrying bl-g salaries, so much so
parents rightly think that as girls ar.e not goxrjg to h?
wage-earners the moncey spent upon their equcatxo? wii!
be a mere waste. S0 they will load their sonsl-m-la\'v
with diamond ear-rings and gold watches ancj At}ie,w
daughters with rich dowries, rather than spend &mt
money on educating their daughters and thus making

them fit to successfully face the battle of life, rather than
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making them good and prudent housewives, loyal wives
and educated mothers.

I understand Sir, from the eduacational officer’s
report and the recommendations of all those interested
in the cause of education that very soon the system of
free and compulsory education will be introduced into
this Presidency.

In that case, also, [ ask only for a little concession,
i.e.,in thecase of girls after the completion of the
primary standard which is—I form, two more forms Il
and 111, may be made free, because when girls finish their

primary education they are only 8or 9 years old, and
are too young to think or act for themselves and I know
many parents, whether rich or poor, especially in the
mofussil stop their girls from attending schools even at

that age.
Now if II and IIl forms are made free, by the time

they finish III form they will be older—may be 12 or, 13
when a real taste for studies will be created in those who
have got the aptitude for study, when they may even
bring pressure upon their parents to send them to
schools.

As I have mentioned before, only 8 girls per
10,000 receive the benefit of higher education. Under
such a state of affairs no wonder there is a dearth of good
and well qualified women teachers for girl’s schools.

Now we have been granted franchise. I already
feel from my experience of these few months in the
Council that much good work can be done if women of

- education, real culture, knowledge and character take up
public work. Asit is, our graduates that pass out of
their colleges are being absorbed into the Educational
and Medical departments. The Government rules are se

strict that the service people are tongue-tied and women
[ ]
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in service cannot express even their social grievances and
demand for laws and reforms. They cannot even appeal
for money on behalf of any philanthropic and social
organization—say, maternity and child-welfare, flood-
relief, temperance. orphanages, etc.  When I ook round
for help and sympathy for any of the above nation-
building and even relief measures, the educated free
women are so few that [ have to lament in despair at our
sad plight. The experience of other countries also has
shown that women are admirably fitted for any kind of
social work. In Australia, Germany, Ametica, Iingland
and Wales, the educated women have shown wonderful
records of work and in no small measure have contri-
buted to the country’s happiness, health, well-being
and prosperity. If the maternal and infantile mortality
has come down by 50 per cent in England and Wales, it
is due to those selfless and devoted women who work at
the various maternity and child-welfare centres, and if
tuberculosis and social disease in those countries have
become reduced by 30 per cent again, it is due to the ex-
tensive educative propaganda work done by the enlighten-
ed women of those countries. If England and America
could boast of such well-conducted orphanages for their
poor and destitute children, societies and schools for the
blind, deaf and backward children, of so many maternity
and children’s homes, day nurseries for children, in fact
almost all the social and philanthropic associations that
exist to help the poor, the sick, the infirm, the lowly and

the depressed, are due to the active interest and intelli-

gent co-operation of the cultured women of those

countries.

Here in India also there is much need for social
work on the above lines. We need any number of
educated wemen volunteers to help and supervise the

-



64 MY EXPERIENCE AS A LEGISLATOR

maternity and child-welfare centres, to visit the women
prisoners in the jails, the sick patients in the hospitals
and to run the orphanages for girls on the right lines : we
want the rightkind of women as nurses, health visitors,
mid-wives and we have yet to start well-organised beggar
homes wherein the able-hodied heggar will be made to
work for his good and the really deserving ones will be
fed at the public cost.

Again, we want women of real culture and experi-
ence of Indian conditions'to serve on committees such
as the committee for the protection cf children, Tcndiar-
pet, and the temperance and the vigilance committees,
and who would not accept, if there were enough number
of educated women in the country, all these various
social and philanthropic organizations could be managed
by women, who by nature are endowed with those
precious qualities of head and heart that are essential to
be a successful and loving care-taker of the young, the
sick and the old. Such division of labour would surely
benefit our country as it has done in other civilized
countries

No doubt boys as the future wage-earners have to
be trained for making a living, but who would deny that
it is the woman that should render his life worth living,
make him comfortable and happy. and more than that, is
even responsible for the training of the young minds, the
future citizens, fathers, statesmen, refermers and philan-
thropists.

As is so very weil expressed by the Great poet:

‘ She stays all the young placet in her hands ; if she
be small, slight natured, and miserable, how shall
men grow ” Where would Sivaji be without his
mother :

So, everyone will have to admit that our indivi-
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dﬁai ;nd national progress is very much retarded owing
to the ignorance and backwardness of our women.

“ Again, Sir, I may impress upon you this, my con-
viction that only when every Indian mother is given the
right kind of education and is educated as to the real
needs of the nation, when she is endowed not only with
the power of producing healthy physique but also a
healthy mind in her children, when every mother, while
she develops the bodies of her children, nurses their
minds also with the great nation-building ideals such as
national unity, love and service to the country, self-
sacrifice and self-denial-—qualities that will constitute a
greatand free nation—then only India will become great,
India will become free and honoured among the free
nations in the world. At least to hasten that period, I
most respectfully urge upon the educational authorities
to give elfect to this resolution.”

The resolution after being slightly amen-
ded by the Council was finally accepted in
this form.

“ This Council recommends to the Govermment that the
Madras Educational Rules be modified to the effect that
poor girls reading in any educational institution,
Government, local fund, municipal or uided, be exempted
Jrom payment of school-fees in any standard up to nr
Jorm.”

The above is only one of the many
instances of willing help and sympathetic
and ready co-operation, I had cxperienced
from the hands of my brother-councillors.

The Government, the very next year, had
made provision 1n the budget for the fee

5
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concession and had issued a G.O. to the
benefit of many poor girls in the Presi-
dency.

Through frequent interpellations in the
Council, T urged also for the sanction of
poor scholarships so asto enable the poor
girls of all communities to have the benefit
of higher education. We are thankful to
Government that in 1929 Budget, provision

for an increased number of such scholarships
has been made.

VIII
MY INTEREST IN SOCIAL HYGIENE

HAVING come across a large percentage of

venereal cases in the course of my
medical practice and having found that the
facilities for the diagnosis and treatment of
such cases in our Presidency were almost nil, I
brought the matter to the notice of the Coun-
cil. Absence of facilities for the middle class
people and the poor and the prohibitive cost

of treatment for such virulent diseases had

been for many years troubling my mind. In

spite of the delicacy of the subject, I made

bold to address the Government and also to
read a paper before the members of the South
Indian Medical Union on the need for an

anti-venereal compaign in Madras even as
early as 1924.

The following is an extract from that
paper :--

“ Before I begin the subject proper, [ like to explain
why of all people, I should have thought it proper to
speak to you on this question of Venereal Diseases. For
some time past, I have been oppressed by a feeling that
patients whether rich or poor when they go through a
private practitioner have to pay Rs. 32 for a \Wassermann
reaction to be done.

So, I wrote a few lines explaining the necessity of
the test for a large number of people in our country and
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a'skmg the Government for the total abolition or reduc-
;1(;3 Of. the fee in the interest of public heaith. The
ollowing is an extract from the letter that I addressed
the Government:—
(¥4 .
Medical profession knows that Wassermann test

1s 2 very invaluable one to prove the presence or absence:

of latent syphilitic infection in the human body and we
!mow what a ravaging and destructive disease syphilis is;
in spite of its dangerous and deadly nature, only a small
percentage of people suffering from this ailment think nf
seeking hospital treatment. Itis a plain and painful
truth that very many of the poor and the middle classes
do not relish the idea of being in-patients in the hospital.
In most cases men being the wage-earners of the family,
;:_an.not aff?rd to be away from their work even fora
imited period and the women have to look af*c: their
family, their husband and children.

At present this important test is done only at the

EOVernment Guindy Institute and at the Research
aboratory, Mount Road and the charge for the test

varies from Rs 20 to 32 for a private person which I think.

is rather a heavy one for anybody except to a rich few."”
. This letter I sent to the Secretary of the South
Indian Medical Union to be placed before the members
of that Union for their united opinion in such an import-
ant matter. The Secretary approved of the letter but at
the same time suggested that I may as well read a paper

. on the whole question of the Venereal Diseases in this
, Pregxdency, which I readily undertook to do,

— ¢ Union and it was also fully published in all the
o lmpr((;zv.fzr.. The very next year, thatis 1925, [ Jeft for
gland for.my Post-Graduate study where I attended

the Imperial Congress of Social Hygiene held at Wembl
mbly-
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4n October 1925. I was also present ata conference of

delegates both Indian and European, which met under
the chairmanship of Lord Willingdon (who has just then
returned to England after his full period of Governor-
ship in Bombay and Madras) to discuss about the
programme of the delegation that was to visit India the
following winter. I was invited to that conference and I
availed myself of that occasion to present a paper on the
incidence of venereal disease in India to the members, a
short extract of which is quoted below :—

“In spite of its wide prevalence and in spite of its
dangerous far-reaching consequences, this question has
not been seriously thought of by the local authorities and
by the public. Of course, the public is under the
strong fortress of ignorance about the serious nature of
the disease, but the apathy of the public health authori-
ties cannot be accounted for.

For the whole city of Madras, there is only one
Bacteriological Laboratory at Guindy, a Government;
Institute which charges Rupees Thirtytwo or nearly 214
pounds in the English coin for a single Wasserman test

if wanted by a private practitioner.
In a poor country like India, how prohibitive the

cost of private treatment of such diseases must be for a
middle class patient, with repeated Wasserman tests, the
.cost of up-to-date medicines and the fee for the doctor,
however moderate it may be.

As for the treatment faciiities in hospitals, in only
one hospital, that is the Madras Medical College General
THospital, there is 2 separate Venereal ward with a few
beds, in charge of a specially trained medical officer,
even which, I learnt before I left India, is not sufficiently

equipped with up-to-date appliances.”’
At that conference in London I made the



70 MY EXPERIENCE AS A LEGISLATOR

acquaintance of Mrs, Rolfe, the Lady Member

and i
nd I promised her that I would organise

3 . .
::;%?::ecrtl 'Szlzetmgr in Madras to hear her on that
o Decémbeiordmgly, they arrived in Madras
comess 1926 and I was put on the local
Imfl Eee to arrange her programme.
gatione}:;li gilad to state 'that the Indian dele-
gat ub]'S one splendid work by arousing
urgerI:c lcfand the authorities as to the
througﬁ & thg p.robl'em through lectuyres,
thag o e distribution of pamphlets on
workersject,,throug.h conference with social
i and mecpcal p.eople and through
monstrations with their cinema films and
after thoroughly surveying the cond‘tigo
her?, they have published their reports‘ wi?sv
their valuable recommendations for the
.b_vCO_ntrol of the disease. This short history
?‘;E:;gcc%ount for my persistent efforts in the
“;b’kihi)licl fto secure proper facilities for the
tﬁggevirz;. the. prevention and cure of
Soo ent diseases.
Jounci]ﬂIafter my entry int(.) th.e Local
earnest’ took up.thls question in right
- Not only did I refer to this impor-

tant 3 :
also ?up}ixjfcixm my Budget speech of 1927, but
: the following interpellations :

Question

Will the hon. th -
pleased to state - e Minister for Public Health be

(a) 1f the Government is aware of the findj
findings of
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bers of the British Social Hygiene Council, and

the mem
r combating venereal

the suggestions made by them fo

disease in this Presidency ;
(4) 1f the answer 1o question (@) bein the affir-

ther the Goverment is going to take prompt

mative, whe
e lines suggested by the members of the

action on th

delegation ;
(¢) Whether the Government as a preliminary

has reduced the fee or abolished it altogether (the fee
now being Rs. 32) for Wasserman blood test for syphilis,
when the blood specimen is sent by a private practi-

¢ to the Gove rnment Laboratory !
(d) Whether the Government is aware of the fact

that such a test is done at state cost in Great Britain and
countries to facilitate treatment and cure

tione

other civilised

of such ravaging diseases :
(¢ 1 so, will the Government be pleased to take

immediate steps to abolish the fee in the interest of
public health ;

( /) Whether it is a fact that in Great Britain and
¢ civilised countries, the drugs for such diseases are
supplied free of charge to private practitioners for treat-
ing their patients suffering from such diseases ;

(¢) If the answer to the question{ /) be in the
Government be pleased to ccui.-ider
introducing such a system in this

othe

affirmative wili the
the desirability of
Presidency ?

Question
Will the hon. the Minister for Puablic Health be

pleased to state :

(@) the number of the in and out female patients
that attended the General and other Government
hospitals in the City of Madras for the treatment of

venereal diseases during the year 1926 ;
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(6) whether any attempt was made to appoint a
woman medical officer to look after such women patients
in those hospitals ;

(¢) if the answer to clause (/) be in the negative,
whether the Government be pleased to take immediate
steps for the appointment of female medical officers for

the purpose ?
Question

Will the hon. the Minister for Public Health be
pleased to state :

(1) whether the report of the British Social
Hygiene Council Delegation has been received and if so,
when ;

(2) When the Government propose to publish the
the Report for the information of the public ; and

"

{3) whether the Government be pleased to place
on the table of the House a copy of the Report sent to
the Local Government by the British Social Hygiene
Council Delegation.

Question
Will the hon. the Minister for Public Health be
pleased to state: _
With reference to the answer given to clause (¢J
of Q. 538 asked at the meeting of the Legislative Council
held on the 18th October 1927 :—
({) whether the Government do not consider that
- adequate facilities should be created for the treatment of
women patients suffering from venereal diseases by
women doctors in all the hospitals as obtained even in
European countries ; and such facilities would induce a

large number of female patients to seek early treatment
for such serious ailments

{#7) whether the Government do not consider it
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hard that the female patients suffering from such diseases
in the areas served by the Royapuram and the General
Hospitals should be asked to undertake a journey to the
Victoria Caste and Gosha hospital or to the hospitals for
women and childien, Egmore situated at a distance for
treatment ;

(iii) whether the Government consider that
women medical officers if appointed to be in charge of
venereal clinics will not be able to train the students as
well as the men doctors can do ;

(i) whether the Government would reconsider
its decision in view of the importance of the matter ?

1. (a) Is the hon. the Minister for Pablic Health
aware that the incidence of Venereal Disease in this
Presidency according to the report of Dr. Lees and Mrs.
Rolfe is high ?

(4 if the answer to (a) be in the affirmative will
the hon. the Minister be pleased to state whether their
immediate recommendation has been given effect to ?

2. Will the hon. the Minister be pleased to state:

(@) if he has any scheme to train a certain number
of men and women medical graduates by the newly
imported Venereal specialist to effectively administer
this kind of medical relief throughout the Presidency ?

(4) if he is aware that the majority of the Indian
eatment by women to men especially

women prefer tr . .
his particular ailment, not only in

when suffering from t
India but also in otaer European countries ?

(¢) if the answer to (#) be in the affirmative, will
he be p]eased to state if separate provision (separate
accommodation and women staff) has been made in the
General Hospital and other hospitals in the Presidency
for the treatment of the women patients suffering from

Venerea! Diseases ?
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3. Will the hon. the Minister for Public Health be
pleased to state :
(a) if there is any women medical officer for the
out-patient department of the General Hospital to look
after the needs of all the women out-patients ?

(2) it the answer to (a) be in the negative, will he

consider the desirability of employing one for the benefit
of the women outpatients in that hospital as well
as in other General Hospitals that admit women
patients ?

4. (a) is the hon. the Minister for Public Health
aware that the Indian Delegation strongly recommended
that Government should make financial provisions for
all equipments, as films, literature, projectors and
operators, used throughout the country for the purposes
of public enligtenment and the Madras Social Hygiene
Council be deputed to do that work ?

(&) if the answer to (@) be in the affirmative will
he consider the desirability of sanctioning liberal
grants so that the Council may carry on propaganda
throughout the Presidency more effectively *

5. Is the hon. the Home Membher aware that the
Indian delegation of the British Social Hygiene Council
recommended that two trained police women should be
obtained from England to train educated Indian women
in police and protective work among women and
children, and to handle police cases involving women
and children and if the answer be in the affirmative,
will he be pleased to state if the recommendation has
ever been considered, and if so with what result ?

6. Is the hon. the Minister for Education aware
(2) that the Indian delegation of the British Social
Hygiene Council has made certain recommendations
regarding revision of the syllabus for the secondary and
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primary Grade teachers so as to include Pablic Health
and Social Hygiene :

(6 that the same delegation has recommended as
an immediate measure to send 4 trained teachers, two
men and two women, on Government Scholarships for a
year's qualifying course on Social Hygiene at one of the
European Universities ; and

(¢) if the answer be in the affirmative, will he be

pleased to state if the above recommendation has been
considered, and if so, with what result ?

I now record with joy that the Wasser-
man test fee has been abolished for thé poor
people. Venereal clinic has been opened in
the General Hospital under a specialist and a
lady doctor has been appointed in the
General Hospital to look after women
patients. Even though there is much to be
done in this country hefore we achieve even
one-fourth of the good results that has been
obtained in other progressive countries, still
we have to thank the Government for the
beginning they have made in the right direc-
tion to combat this very serious menace to
health and life. Of course, I do not claim
the credit for the results-—but it gladdens my
heart to feel that at least some of my hopes
have been realised. I must admit, no doubt
that we have touched in this country, only
a fringe of that vast problem.



IX
WOMEN’S INSTITUTES

Sree Sarada Niketan

IT was brought to my knowledge that the
Adult Women’s Institute in Guntur which
was doing very good work had not been
permitted to receive the grant that was
sanctioned by the adjacent municipalities
towards its expenditure and I immediate{y
felt that I should ask the Government their
reason for the same,
Question

Will the hon. the Minister for Education and Local

Self-Government be pleased to state :

(@) whether the Government are aware of the
fact that the Sree Sarada Niketan, Guantur, is a residential
institution for girls to promote the higher education of
girls both literary and vocational ;

(6) whether the Government are aware of the
decision of the Municipalities of Guntur, Bezwada and
Ellore, the District Boards of Kistna, West Godavari and
Vizagapatam and the Taluq Board of Divi and Ganna-
varam to make grantsto the Sree Sarada Niketan, or the
Women's Home of Service, Guntur ;

(¢) whether the said Local Bodies have applied
to the Local Government for their approval of their
sanction of such grants ;

(d) if the answer to clause (¢) be in the affir-
mative, when ?

(e} if they are going to give effect to the new
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G. O. enabling the Local Bodies to give grants to
unrecognised institutions conducted on national lines,
(7} whether the hon. the Minister would expedite

the matter ?
The hon. Minister was good enough to

allow the grant.
The Madras Seva-Sadan

It would be of interest to the public
to know that the present.Madras Seva
Sadan had its origin in the Old
Women’s Home of Seryice in the Udaya-
vanam, Royapettah High Road and our
expenditure then amounted to nearly
Rs. 7000—while the Government grant_ was
only Rs. 700—and we applied for educational
grant, which was refused by the Department.

Therefore I moved the following resolu-
tion in the Council on the 24th January 1928 :

< This Connctl recommends to the Government to sanction a
spectal and liberal grant to the Women's Home'of
Service, Mylapore, which is conducting adult education
on National lines jor destitute women of the Presi-
dency and which 1s training them to become self-
supporting.

“ Mr. President, the Women's Home of Service was
started with the object of promoting adult education
among women and making them self-reliant and self-
supporting and thus enabling them to earnan honour-
able living. It was started in the year 1923 by the
Women's Indian Association. It has done four years
of useful work. It has got a good record and if

bl
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hon. Members take the trouble of going through
the report, they will be favourably impressed with
the work done by the Home. It has got at present
15 resident scholarship students. The scholarships
are given from the funds received from the public
and from the Wom:n's Indian Association. The
classes there are mostly vocational. The teachers
give them les<onsin vernaculars and in English and
music and religion is also taught. Most of the time of
the pupils is taken up hy the vocational classes such as
lace-making, embroidery, weaving and spinning. Last
year articles worth about Rs. 2000 were made there.
‘In addition to the instruction given regularly in classes,
50 grown up gitls and women residents in the neigh-
bouthood, daily come and attend the classes and earn
about 4 annas per day.

Again, Sir, as there is sufficient accommodation, it
serves also as a hostel for teachers and medical students
who come from the mofussil. Hon. Members may know
that in Madras, we are very badly in need of a hostel for
women who come from the mofussils. Except the
Young Women's Christian Association hostel there are
no hostels for girls in Madras. It may be said that there
is the Medical College Hostel. But it accommodates
medical Students only.

‘“ Again, Sir, the Women's Home has got a baby
welcome attached to it. Last year they gave medical
help to 90 babies per day. The annual report shows
that 30,000 cases were given baths and attended to for
minor ailments. Iixpectant mothers of the locality are
attended to by the nurse in charge of the baby welcome.
Many distinguished visitors had opportunities of visiting
the Home. One such distinguished visitor and social
worker is the late lamented Sanyasi Swamy Sharadha-
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pandaji. With the permission of the house I will just
read to the House his opinion of the work done by the
Home. °The work done by the Brahmin and Non-Brah-
min [adies sitting side by side with the Panchama girls
and working out the future of India gives me the greatest
delight. Ifa Sanyasi's benediction can be of any use to
an institution of this kind it has my heartiest sympathy ’.
He is one of the distinguished men who visited the Home
and his opinion will speak for itself. The management
of the Home is in the hands of the Officers of the
Women's Indian Association and it has a stiong advisory
committee composed of women of all castes and creeds.
The Corporation has been good enough to give a grant
of Rs. 1500 and Child Welfare Association about
Rs. 800. 1 wish to draw theattention of the House to
the need for a home of this kind. Owing to our pecaliar
social condition many women in their young age between
the ages of 15 and 30 are helpless either because they
are widows or are deserted by their husbands and rela-
tives. In a poverty stricken country such as ours, you
can imagine their hardship. Sometimes there are women
with a number of children to look after. So ! think one
home is not sufficient ; but we want tens of such Homes.

“Sir, in the Women's Home, some are trained as
maternity nurses, some as vocational  teachers
and some others ~as music teachers. If they
should get some special grant from the Government
many such women may be trained as teachers, mid-wives
and music and vocational instructors. As we want to
conduct the Home on the line of the Poona Seva Sadan
Society,Bombay which has got an international reputation
we need the special grant. There are similar Homes

being started by Indian ladies at Triplicane and there is
one in the Andhra Desa called the Sarada Niketan and the
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lozal body of the place has been good enough to make
grants to it. But it has not yet obtained the approval of
the hon. Minister for Education for making that grant,
the grant that has been so freely given by the local

body ............
“I may point out that the Government of Bombay,

Bengal and Mysore have beenhelping similar institutions
very liberally and so I humbly submit that this resolu-
tion may be given effectto.”

Mr. A. B. Shetty and Mr. Saldanastrongly
supported me but as the hon. Minister did
not accept the resolution I made the following
reply.

“Sijr, it is alreadv mentioned in the
resolution that a special grant may be given,
because the institution caniiot come under the
category of recognised institutions as they
are admitting women between the ages of 15
and 30. The Government have to consider

the special circumstances of the case and go

upon that. Moreover, there has been a
Government Order passed that unrecognised

institutions in the mofussil may be given

grants by the local bodies. The Governments
of Bombay and Mysore are doing so. I
cannot understand why our Government
should not give similar help. Sir, such
grants would help the education of women.
In our’ Presidency literacy among women is

only 2/. 1f the Government want to pro-

mote adult education on national lines
and without much cost to them, such
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help should be given to institutions of this
kind.”

The hon. Dr. Subbarayan:—“I am as
anxious as my Hon’ble friend the Deputy
President, that the literacy among the
womenfolk of the Province should be raised
higher than it is today. But, as I said before,
the Government cannot afford to help any
institution merely because of their gooa
intentions. If the Women’s Home of Service,
Mylapore, want a grant, they should make
out a case for a grant being given, and then
the Government will consider whether such a
grant should be given.”

The Hon’ble the President then put the
resolution to vote and declared lost. Myself
demanding a poll, the result was 44 voting
for the motion and 16 against. The Congress,
the Justicites and even a few of the minis-
terialists voted for the motion, showing their
full sympathy with such a useful institution.

Again, when the demand for ‘Industries’
came before the Council in the year 1928, 1
raised this question again.

““ Mr. President, Sir I should like to say a few words
on the usefulness of Industrial Homes for Women, one of
which is located in Mylapore. It gives not only protection,
free boarding, lodging to a number of widows and desti-
tute women, but it also trains them to very useful profes-
sions. They are engaged in hand-spinning, hand weaving,
rattan work, lace, embroidery, sewing, music, etc., and
the inmates are thus trained as vocational teachers. And

6
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now that we are going to introduce vocational training
in our schools, these women teachers will be very “Serl?l
as teachers in Government schools  This institution is
open to all castes and creeds. They are not only made
self-supporting and self-reliant but also made to be useful
to the community. Tam very glad to fiad in the budget
there is a provision made for Rs. 1,500 for scholarships
for Adi Dravida girls intended to be trained in this Home.
Now the expenses of the institute comes to nearly
Rs. 20,000 and hon. Members will remember that in the
year 1927 a resolution was moved in this Council urging

upon Government to give liberal grants to the Women'’s '

Home-of Service. The same Home has been developed
into the Seva Sadan and is running on these lines, that is,
giving much attention to the industrial training rather
than to educational. Now nothing has been done so far
and the resolution has not been given effect to. But Iheard
trom the superintendent that there is a provision for giving
them Rs. 1200 from the industrial Department. So [
request the Government to see that this very useful insti-
tution is helped with a substantial sum because the women
trained in this institution wijll go out to the villages as
missionary workers. The inmates learn a true spirit of
service under such a management and they are much
better than the women who are trained in other Govern-
ment institutions. The workers being all hororary, the
inmates live in an atmosphere which conduces to the
development of the spirit of service, love for one another
and love for hinmauity which are qualities cssential for a
missionary, Ilence such Iomes run by voluntary
agencies should be encouraged. Ouar aim is to develop
similar institations in ali our districts.  So I most respect-
fully urge on the authorities to give a liberal grant to the

Madras Scva Sadan.
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As nothing was done till the year 1929
1 had to remind the Council of their verdict
on that resolution of mine through the follow-

ed interpellations.

Onestion

Will the hon’ble the Minister for education and
the hon. the Minister for Development be pleased to
state if any action has been taken on the resolution passed
by a large majority in this Council on 21-8-28, to sanction
a special and liberal grant to the then Women's Home of
Service, Mylapore, (the present Madras Seva Sadan,

1. Ifthe answer be in the negative, will the hon.
the Ministers state the reasons for the same ?

III. Are the hon. the Ministers aware that this
Cosmopolitan Institution since 21-1-28 has grown rapidly
both in its strength of pupils, in its popularity and in its
usefulness to the public?

If the answer be in the affirmative, will the hon. the
Ministers see their way to carry out the verdict of this
Council through a supplementary grant this year?

We are grateful to Government that the
present Madras Seva Sadan has not only been
oiven a liberal building grant but is also in
;eceipt of other grants as well.

To introduce bills and to get them passed
into law involved enormous .la_b‘our.. To
question the Government 10.1' eliciting 111t01-_
mation and to move resolutions on the floor
of the Council, correct and accurate details,
facts and figures werelirst essentials to success,
Even if one statement should turn out to be

~t our casz would b2 weakened

P L ML Y
INCOTTCOL,
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as the Government would be ready to face

us with their facts and figures. While the
information that the Government members
needed, would be supplied to them by their
respective offices, we members had to go
about seeking for the same, which VeU’_Often
mean considerable time and labour. To

hen my case, I had to refer to many
stre_r;gt and new publication on the subject,
f,?,fon]y here in India, but also to recent
jiterature from the West.

My stay in England for one year and my
delegation to the World’s Conference of
Women which was held in Paris in June 1926
has brought me in touch with many able
women workers and useful women institutions
from whom I have been receiving many valu-
able literature on Health, Education and
Moral and Social Hygiene for which I cannot
but be too grateful to those good and noble
women of other climes. Owing to my position
in the Council I was asked to serve on many a
Committee, Health and Welfare Committees,
Temperance Committees, Vigilance Com-
mittee, Social Hygiene, Social Reform, and
Social Service Committees in addition to my
serving on purely Women Committees such
as the Women Indian Association, the Muslim
Ladies’ Association, the Seva-sadan, Children
Aid Society etc. Still I continue on those
Committees as much good, quiet and useful
work could be done through those Commit-
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-iees. ,All the new publications on the

current problems of the day were sent to me
for review and opinion and as a matter of
course, I had to read all the dailies both in
vernacular and in English to be in touch
with the views of all parties in the country.
In addition I had to participate in many
meetings, to enlist public sympathy and
support for my bills and resolutions. 1 was
asked to preside over many public functions
in the city which I could not refuse and I had
also invitations from District Associations to

" which I responded whenever I had leisure.

Further I had not only to be writing to
the Press to educate the public but also
had to organise large women’s meetings
in support of my social and moral reform
measures. I had to correspond with social
and missionary workers in the districts, My
correspondence increased to an enormous
extent us I had letters from England,

‘Geneva, America, France in addition to local

and provincial correspondence.

Now I realised in full the responsibility
of the office I was holding in the Council, and
the very conciousness that I wasable to render
some service to my country always kept me
happy and cheerful.

With the month of March 1928, our
Budget came. As I have learnt all the technics
by this time, having made a careful study of
the Budget and having taken notes of all
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points I wanted to raise before the Councily

I made the following speech during the
general discussion of the 1928 Budget.

“ Mr. President, I congratulate the hon. the Finance
Member on the very lucid and thorough manner in
which he has presented this budget. I thank him for all
the new schemes of increased expenditure he has provid-
ed in the coming Year’s budget. The items that give me
most delight are those that relate to the Women's educa-
tion and the extension of medical relief. The provisions
in the budget for the construction of a science block in
the Queen Mary's College, the introduction of Indian
Music into the Queen Mary's College curriculam of
studies, the opening of vocational training classes in the
Lady Wellingdon Training College and the establishment
of a physical training course under a physical culture
specialist in the latter College, the grant for opening ol
more primary and secondary schools for gicls are all
highly gratilying but 1 feel sorry to note that, in spite of
my interpellations and the repeated demands from the
Principal of the Lady \Wellingdon College. there is no
provision made even in this year's budget for a better
accommodation for girls attending the Lady Wellingdon
College. Now the girls are living in two hostels both
situated in the congested parts of Triplicane. The
Christian and Adi-Dravida Hoste] g situated in the

Akbar Sahib Street which some of the hon. Members who

might have passed by that side of Triplicane would have
n°‘iC€<.i to be the most insanitary and the most crowded
s'treet in Triplicane. From the answer to my interpella-
tions I find that the Government consider the place

sufficiently sanitary and the best spot in Triplican, but

as a medical [ beg to (jfjor. The other hostel is i Big

*Street which is an old In(lian~sty1ed huilding housing 40
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to 50 inmates. I have several times drawn the attention
of the Government to the fact that there is no other
hoste!l in the whole city for girls who come from the
mofussils seeking secondary and higher education in the
absence of similar schools in the mofussils. I submit
therefore that a good decent hostel is a very urgent
necessity especially for the girls studying in the
Lady Willingdon  College, because, Sir, our girls
suffer under so many disadvantages, their movements
are very much limited, they do not enjoy as much (reedom
as our boys and except the school hours they have to
spend alj their time inside such hostels which do not
satisfy the modern hygienic and sanitary needs of a healthy
living place. So I respectfully urge upon the attention
of the authorities the need for finding without any further
delay a building-site and putting up a hostel {or the lady
students so that it may serve as a model hostel for the
futare hostels of the Presidency.”

Again Sir, [ do not find any provision for the
expansion and additions to the Lady Wiilingdon College
even though the Principal in hLer annual report has
pointed out the urgent need for such expansion in view
of the fact that the college gives training for all the ele-
mentary, secondary and [L.T. teachers to serve the wiinle
Presidency. Now coming to the ecucation of gits in
general the report of the Director itself says (in the
quinquennium report for 1922-27) the present education
of girls is very backward as compared with that of the
boys. From 1922 to 1927 while the percentage of boys
receiving instruction increased by 2.5 per cent the
percentage of girls increased by .7 per cent only. The
report further says ‘that when educational facilities are

offered for girls, there is generally a quick response on
the part of parents and the public.” The supply of

3
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trained women teachers is still inadequate, but the lack of
trained women teachers has been more due to the
absence of facilities for training than the difficulty of
securing candidates, so that the report of the Director of
Pablic Instruction belies the statement of Miss Mayo—
that no Indian woman would come forward to be
trained as teachers and that the parents would not
send their girls to schools. We see now it is the absence
of educational facilities that is the chief hindrance to the
rapid progress of women's education in this Presidency.
So, I urge that more money should be spent upon the
girl's e'ducation and special attention as stated in Mr.
Statham’s report has to be bestowed on the expansion
and the development of the women's education.
I plead also for the opening of mcre training
. centres for female teachers and the institution of special
scholarships for gitls of the depressed and backward com-
munities. Last year there were 30 applicants for admis-
sion to the non-Brahmin hostel for scholarships and these
included several Adi-Dravida girls. They had to be
refused admission for want of scholarships. Further the
scholarship given by the Labour Commissioner for Adi-
Dravida girls is from Rs. 3 to Rs. 7. The girls coming
from the mofussil have necessarily to board in a hostel.
Adi-Dravida girls seeking higher education come {rom
all parts of the Presidency. They cannot prosecute their
* studies and meet their expenses with this sum of Rs. 3 to
l‘”‘? At least Rs. 15 will be needed for their boarding and

P gy
Iodgi"’ﬂ.- ‘We have issued an appeal to the Labour
kizglmlssioner on behalf of the depressed class girls to be

enough to increase the amount of scholarship and
make“them residential scholarships.
ward Muhammadan girls' education is still in a back-
state and the exclusion of Muhammadan women
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4rom the system of compulsory education that was intro-
duced three months ago in the city will prove a serious
obstacle to the progress of that community. What I see
around here is that our brothers interest themselves in
many things other than women's education and medical
relief for women and children. Our Adi-Dravida brothers
also stress more upon other grievances than the education
of their gitls. I would like them to remember that if
they want to become independent, self-reliant and healthy
they must look to their women first, because it is the
home that is the best and first school for the acquirement
of such high (ualities.

“Again, Sir, to stimulate the demand for higher edu-
cation both among the Muhammadan and the backward
depressed community girls a few special residential
scholarships should be instituted in the Queen Mary's
College. AsIhave already pressed upon the attention
of the hon. Minister through interpellations, a hostel for
Muhammadan girls studying in the Hobart Training

_School for Muhammadan girls is very essential consider-

ing that it is the only secondary training school in the
whole Presidency for muslim girls.

Coming to the medical, am pleased to n:; the
provision for the construction of a Tuberculosis Hospital
for this city, for the provision of a home and the starting
of industries for the incurable leper cases in Tirumani,
for the appointment of a venereal specialist in the Genetal
Hospital and the purchase of drugs and other equipment
etc., for a separate venereal department in the General
Hospital and the provision for the taking over under the
Government management of a number of women and
children mofussil hospitals.

Regarding the construction of the Tuberculosis

Hospital I have a word to say. No doubt the hospital is
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very essential but I beg to submit that it may be located
away from the habitations of the people around such
places as Egmore, Pudupet, Komaleswaranpet, Vepery
and Purasawalkam as the location of the hospital in the
Spur Tank may deprive the children of the neighbourhood
of their playground and a healthy recreation spot in the
absence of any open park in that area.

I should like if permitted to draw the attention of
the hon. Minister to the very inadequate maternity service
now existing in the rural parts, while 80 per cent of our
Western sisters today enjoy the benefit of trained help at
the time of child-birth, it is a most painful fact that not
even 3 per cent of our women in the villages get that
advantage. Our mothers at a most critical time in
their lives are entrusted to the care of an ignorant
and unclean barber midwife with very sad consequen-
ces. Under the rural schemes, the subsidy given
by the Government to the midwife is only Rs. 10, a very
poor compensation ; while the Corporation midwives in
the city get a salary of Rs. 40 to 50, the midwives under
the rural scheme who cannot get a pie extra from the
poor starving villagers. is paid such a low salary. Hence
I am of opinion, Sir, that to attract the midwives from
the city to the villages, the pay must be adequate and
thus the services of trained midwives must be made
available to the sulffering women in the villages. [ may
also point out to the hon, Minister that the local village
people have not yet come to realize the value of trained

and scientific midwifery as they have been used all these
years to the barber midwives whose fee varies from four
annas to a rupee or a measure of paddy ; if this is not
possible with our present finance, I would urge the
speedy inauguration of the Dais Scheme in every district
in this Presidency as it has produced very good results in
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Hyderabad and Sindh (Northern India) and, ?n 'Simla SO
that our women may be spared from the sufferings and
other disabilities that attend chil I-birt}f in this .unfor'tu—
nate land. T may submit also for your 1?11’1(? consideration
that maternity service is the best service in any country
and it should be the first charge on the finance of any

country.
Again Sir, as Indian women prefer women to men:

to attend on the child-birth and as every year 'women
medical graduates are increasing in this P.re&dency,
I feel very strongly that maternity and chlld-.welfare
works must be largely done by women. Even in other
countries‘ where women €njoy SO @uch freedo.m and
education, maternity and child-welfare work .15 dOn.e
mostly by women. It must be more so here in India
where women may even prefer death to being attended
to by men during child-birth. TFarther Tam o{. opinicfn,
Sir, that our women graduates should be provided with
facilities in every maternity hospital for a practical course
in midwifery and gynaecological work and the Govern
ment should see thatevery medical graduate gets a
period of post-graduate training before she is employed
for the mofussil hospitals and dispensaries because
midwifery is an emergency work and good and successful
midwifery depends upon the experience and skill of the
practising doctot. . . .
Again Sir, when I put interpellations asking for an

appointment of alady doctor in Government General

Hospital to look after the women patients suffering from

venereal diseases, the answer Was that there was no

urgency for such an appointment. I have a grt?at mi'nd
to question that statement because I firmly behe\'/e that
it is the presence of facilities that attract the patients to
the hospitals and as we understand, from the report of
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Dr. Lees and Mrs. Rolfe thata large perzentage of our
men and women are suffering from that disease and as
even in other countries for special work like this women
are chosen to attract women to such places of treatment
it is very necessary inthe interest of the suffering,
innocent women and in regard to their feelings in this
matter that in every venereal clinic for men and women
a woman doctor, when available, should be preferably
appointed to -look after the women patients suffering
from such diseases,

As for the necessity for a separate special hospital
for children in the city of Madras, I learn from the budget
that only departments for children are goingto be
opened in connection with Maternity Hospital, Egmore,
and the Government Victoria Caste and Gosha hospital,
while the resolution stands for a separate special hospital
of pfimary importance and not for one of secondary
grade. However much I approve of the scheme"that in
. a maternity hospital there should be provision for anti-
natal, intra-natal and post-natal work, so that the students
may follow up the cases from the expectant mother to
the post-natal period of the infant and the mother, I feel
very strongly still that for children below 12 years
suftering from ailments peculiar to childhood special
study and special attention is necessary so that indepen-
dently of any maternity hospital research and study into
children’s diseases -~discases peculiar to this climate
may be carried on by medical men and women who have

fot an aptitude and a taste for such a study, which
proposal jf necessary may be placed for further consi-
deration before a medical committee composed of
medical women both European and Indian, of some
years' standing who are well acquainted with the
ailments of our women and children.”
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We are sorry to state that the Govern-
ment Hostel accommodation for girls attend-
ing the Lady Willingdon College is still
inadequate and unsuitable, further I have
been always opposed to denominational
hostels for more than one reason and I feel
strongly that housing pugils of one school in
separate buildings according to their caste or
creed surely would defeat the very object of
education, the object of education being the
individual realisation of the fundamental
unity of life service and love tg humanity.
Not only did I stress the above views of mine
in my budget speech, but also put several
interpellations on the subject.

Question

(2) whether the Government are aware that the
existing accommodation in the Non-Brahmin hostel is in-
sufficient to meet the requirements of the hostel inmates
and if the answer be in the affirmative whether the
Government have under consideration any proposal for
providing better hostel accommodation elsewhere ;

(4) whether the Government are aware that the
Christian hostel attached to the Lady Willingdon Train-
ing College is not located either in a suitable place orin a
suitable building from health point of view ;

(¢) whether the Government have ever consider-
ed the desirahility of removing the Christian hostel to a
better locality >

Will the hon. the Minister for Lducation and Local
Self-Government be pleased to state:
(d) the provision for accommeodation made for the
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Adi-Dravida girls in the hostel attached to the Lady

Willingdon Training College ;

le) the numbher of applications for admission into
the hostel during the year  1927-1928 received Irom the

Adi Dravida girls, how many of them were admitted and

how many rejected and for what reasons ;

- (/) whether there  are any applications to the

Urincipal,  Lady Willingdon College, from the Adi-
Dravida girls for scholarships awarded this year to the
depressed classes by the Labour department.

On Residential quarters for mofugsil women teachers
Question ’

Will the hon the Minister for Education and Local
Self-Government be pleased to state :

1. whether the Government are aware of the hard-

ships caused to the women teachers working in the

mofussil schools for want of suitable residential quarters

and especially when they are
s
place to place ; ingle and transferred from

2. ifthe an :
SWerto 1 be in the negative, will the-

G i .

'ovemment C‘0n31der the desirability of providing them
with quarters in convenient localities;
3. whetl ere | N
- y Je.r there s any residential hostel for
uhammadan girls attached o the Hobart School, Roya-
pettah ’

4. il the answer to

2 . . .
J be in the negative, if the
Government propo-e to ha

Ve one as carly as possible?
B IDurmg the general discussion on the
o - .

h}u bu§ every member is allowed to express

1S Or 1¢ M . » . o

which d-r views on the budget at the end of

would ‘rSCl;Sblon the Government Members
CPly to the individual Member’s
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criticism% on their administration. If the
Memkers are not satisfied with the Govern-
ment replies, they would give notice of foken
cuts to be moved on the particular demands
when being brought before the Council so as
to demonstrate to the Government their
views on the adminstration of the several
Government departments. Accordingly T also
gave notice of the following motions but
unfortunately owing to my sudden illness 1
was not able to move them that session, still
[ quote them to show how Education and
Public Health interested me most at that

time.

Motions on Education

I. Todiscuss the desirability of instituting a
Diploma Course in Domestic Science in the Queen
Mary's College for women, Madras.

II. To discuss the usefulness of alternative
separate courses for women in the Secondary Schools for
Girls ;

I1. To discuss the desirability of providing quar-
ters for women teachers in the villages;

IV. Vo discuss the urgent need of a hostel for
girls studying in the Lady Willingdon College and of
further extension to the College itse¥ ;

\". To discuss the desivability of giving liberal
srants (o institations earrying on adult women education;
i VI To urge the importance and the necessity of
comnulsory medical inspection 1 girls schools, both

i%i(r;» vy aud Secoulay, and the provision of ample play-

ety

grouads for all ghris schools

.
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VII. Todiscuss the usefulness of Women re-
presentatives on school Committees and the District

Educational Councils :
VIII. To discuss the importance of religious and

moral instruction in all schools ;
IX To point out the inadequacy of Secondary
schools for girls especially Muslim girls in the District;
X. To discuss the inadequacy of scholarships

and stipends for girls going up for higher education.

Labour Department.
1. To point out the Department’s indifference to

the educational interests of Adi-Dravida girls.

Industry.
1. To support the industrial Homes for women

with liberal grants.

Medical.

1. Todiscuss the necessity of a woman adminis-
trative medical officer among the Head-quarter staff.

2. To discuss the usefulness of employing Lady
Assistant Surgeons, Lady Assistant Superintendents and
Lady Resident Medical Officers in all the Lying-in
hospitals throughout the Presidency. ;

3. To discuss the advisability of giving a post-
graduate course in Midwifery and Gynaecology for every
women medical graduate and L.M.P.

Public- Health.
(a) To discuss the necessity for the establishment
of a Health School for Training Health visitors.
(é)' To discuss the desirability of having a senior
woman medical officer on the Public Health Staff.
(¢) To discuss the need of more Maternity and
Child- Welfare Centres in the Districts.

faele -
B

s
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sﬁ%%éfd) To discuss the inadequacy of Maternity relief

Rl
§n the Districts.
(e) To discuss the desirability of increasing the

subsidies to rural practitioners and rural Mid-wives.
(f) To discuss the provision of facilities for the
g of a large number of Mid-wives and Nurses.
(g) To point>out to the Government the import-
ance of propaganda on Social Hygiene matters.
(h) Training \'enereal women specialists.

trainin

The following chapters will deal mainly
with my efforts in the Council for the pro-
motion of Moral and Social Reform.
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LEGISLATION FOR THE
PREVENTION OF CHILD-MARRIAGE

WROTE to the Central Government for
sanction to introduce my bill* for the pre-
vention of child marriage into the local
Council and His Excellency the Viceroy's
Government sent it back with the remark that
my bill.might wait till the fate of Rao Bahadur
Harbilas Sarda’s bill was decided in the
Ass?mbly. Therefore 1 thought of another
device to get the support of the local Council,
for Sarda’s bill in the assembly. 1 drafted
a resou}tion, had it signed by a number of
Ramjee Rao, an Andhra Bmhn]:i e MI.
. a Br: n member.
Teluﬁi l;ldeldlfdmjdu Rao could speak only in
and o he sire m?: to move the resolution
.- riouse was good enough to give me
permission to move,
1his Council recommends 1o the Goccrnment that they nray

(loveru 7

7 . Lo el o

that in the opiton of this Coun ] ,//m/m
/) s C ( A

the marriageable age
and 16 4 7

N. 5. Before | proceed further, I
out to the public that the All India Con

be pleased to communicnt, 14 e

! geslation vaising
oF bovs and girls to at feast 21
CArS vespectively. 7 !

cely, 15 necessary.”

should like to point
ference of women in
* See Appendix.
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all its sessions has been repeatedly asking the Government

-to Legislate against child marriage.

Copies of Child-Marriage pamphlets
are available at the address given below =

I was suffering from a severe attack of
influenza, still I attended the Council to speak
on the resolution. The venerable gentleman
Dewan Bahadur Kesava Pillai, Ex-Deputy
President of the Council for whom [ havea
very high regard, warmly seconded me.

““ Mr. President, Sir, I have great pleasure in second-
ing this resolution and I have got the greatest admiration
for the lady Deputy President, who has come back here
to day and has shown so much earnestness and spoken
with such eloquence for a reform so much needed in our
country. The hon. the Mover has spoken with know-
ledge and experience of the state of things in some
quarters that it will be graceiul to allow a lady to plead
successfully for such a reform and I hope thatall the
gentlemen here will be chivalrous enough to support this

motion.”

Many other hon. Members spoke support-
ing the motion; as usual, Government opposed
the motion atd the most surprising of all, the
Ex-Minister Sir A. P. Patro spoke strongly
againsi legislation to prevent child marriage;
to which criticisms I felt called upon to reply.

Sir, As for the guestion of social legislation Govern-
ment have been enacting measures to put down certain

* No. 6, Rundall's Road, Vepery, Madras,
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evil social customs, ¢ ¢. the abolition of Sati, Infanticide
and Widow remarriage act, Civil marriage act, etc.
Therefore the question before the House is not whether
the Government can undertake legislation of this kind or
not, which question has been already settled once forall by
the Legislative Assembly. The hon. Members may know
that the hon. Harbilas Sarda’s bill has been introduced,

discussed and has been referred to the Select Committee.
which committee has also submitted its report fixing the
age for boys and girls at 18 and 14 respectively.

Now I am simply requesting this Council to com-
municate their views on this very vital matter through
this local Government to the Central Government. So,
Sir, we need not discuss the preliminary uestion
whether itis wise on our partto ask Government tc
undertake social legislation.

The hon. Law Member says that Sati was a more
serious evil and so Government could not but putit
down with a firm hand-—but my answer is thatin my
opinion and in the opinion of the leaders of our society
child marriage isa much more serions  crime hecause.
Sir, the practice of Sati involved only a few minutes
suffering, while by this custom of chil't marriage the girl
child from the moment of her birth to her death under-
goes one continuous life-long suffering as a child wife, as
a child mother and very often as a child widow . So this
is a very urgent and a verv important peasure from the
natictol pomnt of view asit concerns the health and
happiness of miliions of our virls and the welfare of the
future race. If widow remarriage act had noet been
enacted even the few widow remarriages could not have
taken place. I may point out also to the [ouse thata
number of Native States as Baroda, Bharatpur, Kashmir,
Kotah, Gondol and Rajkot have.given = the lead in this

e
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matter having already enacted laws prohibiting early
marriage in their States. The progressive countries in
the world as Turkey, Egypt and Japan have not hesitated
to enact laws to put down such pernicious social
customs. When such is the case, I cannot understand
why the Government should hesitate to give us the law
that we need so much—a Government too that has seen
the good effect of adult marriage in their couatry.

Every social evil, in this blessed country goes in the
name of religion. Whatis custom after all? Ifany
practice is observed for a few years owing to the
exigencies of the times it becomes sanctified as a custom.
S0, let not the Government be frightened into inaction
by the cry that religion is in danger. I may submit,
here, that the society has derived no benefit at all from
the Age of Consent Bill, because Sir, as the Hindu law
allows polygamy, the parent of the girl dare not refuse to
send the girl to her husband’'s house when he demands
her for fear that the boy may be remarried.

As for social reform work and the education of the
public we have been doing effective propaganda work
all these filty or sixty years and still the progress is very
little. 1 have now figures on hand to show that early
marriages are rather on the increase throughout India.
If the Government could ask us to wait till every parent
is educated, I am afraid, we will have to wait till the
Doomsday, because [ know that those very same gentle-
men who preach against the early marriage on the

t‘,h:nusk understand
‘framed to educate

a dilferent thmg The Governm
that very olten good laws have to

'

~n

>
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many a Health and Sanitary law in the interest of the
community which necessarily must interfere with time-
honoured habits and customs of the people. This
marriage law I need not emphasise is a very important
health measure and it will save millions of our girls from
unnecessary suffering, preventible disease and death. As
a medical woman it has been my ill fortune to witness
with my own eyes much suffering and hardship resulting
from the evil custom. Therefore I will most respectfally
request the Government Members, in case they are not
prepared to vote in favour of this resolution, at least to
keep neutral leaving it to our Indian members to settle

this important question. I will once more appeal to the
fathers and brothers who are here to cast their vote in
favour of this resolution and thus save their daughters
and sisters {rom the tragedy of child wife-hood. child
motherhood and enforced widowhood.

The motion was put to the House and
declared carried.

As soon as my Bill for the prevention of
Child-Marriage was published in the local
press a few among the conservative section
of the Hindu public began to attack me both

"in open meetings and through the press.

[ had to face opposition from the most
unexpected quarters, even from the University
Graduates. When my resolution for raising
the marriageable age of girls and bhoys
was accepted by the Council, a few got
actually mad and they challenged me by
letters to open debates on that subject, they
held meetings and sent many, memorials and
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itions to Government. While} S.I{n}?l.y
Peu l d their letters, I was organising arge
1gnmeen meetings both in the city and
Wom'l was constantly writing to the press
outside, Wi - rda-Bill. Finally all the
o favOurc.ociations sent a joint merponal
wome® aszil to His Excellency the Viceroy
and appls/lembers of the Assembly, to pass
and th'e ‘nto law. The educated and the
the- -mlénelcll women of all communities, were
enllg.l ly agreed on the urgent need for
unanimos vent child-marriage.

. . re « s i
legls'}.‘altelaogu‘iﬁicpis fully aware of the origin of
)

ofConsent Bill Committee, its.ﬁnd me,s

the A8° ecommendations and therefore 1t 1s
and 1 rssarv for me to justify my views on
no'tlgerﬁzrriadge and my persistent attempts at
f:lislation to put down that evil. )
& About that time, two momentous ex.'ents
K place in Madras. The Indian National
Lo ps was held here in the year 1927 and
.Conglb me Subject Committee pandal, the
in the ?\ZIl tional Social Reform Conference
Indiah 1dc1 under the presidentship of Mr.
was he' the Editor for the Indian Social
Natara )it 1 was the Chairman of the Recep-,
3eformel. ittee. That year’s Conference was
uon Commcess was attended to by 5000 people
2 great lsucarts’ of the Presidency and many
fromlallllc?practical social reform rasolutions
userfeudiscussed and passed at the Conference.

we

Pandit ]awaharlal Nehru and Mrs. Sarojini
a
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Naidu took part in the discussion. Again
the world renowned social worker and the
friend of the oppressed and the depressed,
Gandhiji visited Madras in the year 1928. 1
interviewed him and requested him to speak
to the people during his famous South Indian
tour on the two great social evils which are a
disgrace to humanity. He did accede to
my request and he freely and courageously
expressed his views on those evil practices
which were listened to with much respect by
millions of our people.

A copy of a letter which I afterwards
addressed to him and his reply to the same
will be of interest to the public.

A letter to Mahatma Gandhi from Dr. Muthulakshmi
Reddi dated 4th May 1929, ’

“Your ohservations on the urgent need for sanitary
reforms and for healthy change in the daily habits of our
people, during your journey from Bezwada to Gantar,
have appealed to me very much indeed. 1 quote below
your own words. ‘‘There is, I know, a custom of saying that
these reforms must not be permitted to take the nation’s
attention away from the work of Swaraj. I venture to
submit that conservation of national sanitation is Swaraj

: work and may not be postponed f{o a single day on any
ssonsideration whatsoever. Indeed if Swaraj is to be had
by peaceful methods it will only be attained by attention
to every little detail of national life------ The foreign
System depends for its existence upon the weakness of
the nation, If there are no weaknesses to exploit, it will
a.utomatically cease to exist. A foreign government is
like a foreign body in a diseased system. And even as
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for eradication of a foreign body the system has to be
made healthy from within, so also for the removal of a
foreign government, it is necessary to remove all the
internal causes of disease. Corporate insanitation is not
the least of such diseases.”

1 may humbly submit that I as a medical woman
fully concur with you in the above statemen'ts. .But will
kindly permit me to say, “if education is re?lly
going to bring in its train Social I'ief.orm,.better sax'uta-
vion and improved Public [{ealth, it is going to ach},eVe
this result only through the education of’xts women.

Under the present social sysf.em don’t you thmlg that
men are given sufficient opportunities for
| development of body and mind, and self-

you

very few wo
education, ful

xpression ? ) C e . .
exp Don't you think that their very individuality is being

recklessly crushed under the burden of customs and

cons ?

conv;)n;;zn:m early marriage strike at the root of all

develooment~physical, intellectual and even spiritual ?

D:) not the pangs of child-wives and child-

e unmitigated sorrows of our widows and
Jgeserted wives demand an immt?diat? remedy ’

Is the Hindu society justified in tolerating or con-

at in the name of religion con-

girls to a life of degradation and

mothets, and tb

piving at a custom th
demns innocent young

ice? )
' Don't you think that as the result of social tyranny,

Indian women, with a few exceptions, have lost the spirit
n )

Y € e
of strength and courage,
¢ which actuated the women of

Gargi and Savithri and even
¢ of our own women belong-
Brahmo, Arya Samaj, which

the power of independent

thinking and initiative,
ancient India, as Maitreyi,

{oday actuate a Jarge numbe

ing to the liberal creeds as



I06 MY EXPERIENCE AS A LEGISLATOR

is only Hinduism freed of all its meaningless customs,
rites and rituals ?

Should not the members of the Nationalist Party, we
mean the Congress, burn with a desire and enthusiasm to
find an immediate remedy for all these social evils, the
source of our national weakness and the cause of our
present degradation, or at least educate the masses to
liberate their women from the servile bondage, to which
they are subject, that they may develop to their full
physical, mental, moral and spiritual height, and that they
may set an example of courage and wisdom, and above
all that they may as wives and mothers rightly and truly
fulfil the sacred task of training, guiding and forming the
daily habits and character of the futare administrators of
India ?

If the members of the Congress believe that free-
dom is the birth-right of every nation and individual, and
if they are determined to achieve that at any cost, should
they not first liberate their women from the evil customs
and conventions that restrict their all-round healthy
growth, which remedy is in their own hands’

“Our poets, saints and sages have sung the same
tune. Swami \'ivekananda has said: That country and
that nation which do not respect women, have never
become great nor will ever be in the future. The princi-
pal reason why your race isso much degraded is that you
had no respect for these living images of Shakti. 1{ you
do not raise the women who are the living embodiments
of the Divine Mother, don’t think that you have anv other
way to rise.’’

“The late Subramanya Bharati, the gifted Tamil
Poet, has echoed the same idea.”

“So would you kindly in your tour advice our men
to follow the right and the surest way to attain freedom’"?

LEGISLATION FOR CHILD MARRIAGE 107

Copy of the letter received from Mahatma
Gandhi by Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi, in

reply to her letter of 4th May 1929.

DrEar FRIEND,
I have your letter. I agree with you that there is no
salvation for men without women’s salvation. [ assure
you I miss no opportunity of driving the truth home to.

men.
Yours sincerely,

(Sd.; M. K. GANDHI,
13 ~5--29.

Also, we have not forgotten his fervent
appeal to the people not only to support the
Sarda Act but also to marry their children
after 25 years ot age.

Thus, he has come to our help at the
right moment and has championed the
women’s cause bravely and wisely. Is it any
wonder that the women throughout India has
answered his call for service at this moment ?
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“LEGISLATION TO ABOLISH THE
DEVADASI SERVICE IN THE TEMPLES
AND TO PREVENT THE DEDICATION

OF GIRLS

T took a year almost for me to obtain
sanction to introduce this bill into the
local Council. Then it was referred to the
select, committee and it finally emerged in
a satisfactory form with many workable
provisions. Even though 1 longed to see
the evil uprooted, still I was not in com-
plete possession of all the details which
I elicited only during its discussion in
the select committee, In this connection I

desire to express my deep debt of gratitude

to the then president C. V. S. Narasimha
Raju Garu, for his invaluable help to me
to draft a workable act. Even though he

belongs to the conservative school, he not only
sympathised but also fully co-operated with

me in all my efforts for the promotion of
moral and social reform. After all T was

only a babe legislator and even though [ had
the facts and the ideas, still 1 had to learn -

many of the techniques of legislation from
my elders in which they ungrudgingly
Instructed me..

*See Appendix A.

ABOLISH DEVADASI SERVICE 109

vThe devadasis from time immemorial

"had been enjoying Inam-lands for their

service in the temples. Some Qf thqse la.nds
were in their own names and in their enjoy-
ment while, some beipg endowments. to the
temples the Devadasis were on]y'gwen_ a
portion of the produce in lieu of their service,
and a few temples gave them monthly cash
paynéir;;- though there have .been provisions
in the Indian Penal Code sections 372 and 373
to punish dedication of minor girls to the
temple it was made moperfqblc? in most cases.be-
cause of the temples continuing their service.
Therefore the object of my bill was t'o‘ tf)ta]ly
abolish the system. It must be gratltymg_to
the Indian public to learn_ that the natl've
state of Mysore having realised the enormity
of the evil, has done away with the system
even as early as 1909 wl;ich was not p.osm.ble
in British India, insplte_ of _the agitation
and the demand for legislation from the
enlightened section of the Hmdu_ pubh‘c for
the last 60 years and more (a c'letaxled hxstol.-y
of the agitation has bec::n published l')y me in
pamphlet form and 18 freely available at
No. 6 Rundall’s Road, Ve.pery, Mafh‘as.)

The bill was passed into law® February
1929 and the Government has SlﬂC?/lSSL:ed
orders to the various colle;tors m' ghe.
districts to enfranchise the various devadasi

¥ See Appendix B.
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inams and thus free the devadasis from the
obligation of service.

While legislation for the prevention of
child marriage met with much opposition
throughout the country, my attempt to
abolish the devadasi service in the temples
had the cordial support of all sections of
th'e people. [ take this opportunity to record
with a feeling ol joy and satistaction that 1
had all sympathy and support from the press,
the platform and the public, more than
hundred men and women associations have
met and supported my bill and many
memorials and petitions from the enlightened
and reformed section of the aggrieved com-
munities themselves asking me to proceed
mﬁ: my l%"iSlati(}p have been sent t_o me
mu Y_lJL‘lfl}C bodics such as the district
. ggl(():;'prilsrii\?[n(yl 10(‘:t1 boards, mass mthel-
approval.  Even \’(11111L|1 ‘huvc sent 1nc.f1.lclll
leaders of the [I; 110U-gh thc: recognisec
condemning the Sm(. u community had bce.n-

ystem Dboth through them

writings ; i
el gs q.nd on the public platforms, vet the
practice continued I ~

: : ccause of its associa-
tions with the te s ¢ ‘

had been iealoll?lmes. Tl?c vested interests
rights of the tc isly guarding  the so-called
ty while the ¢mples in the name of sanctl-
ness of the y_ were profaning the sacred-
Practices ltemple.ltself by their unholy
of 1l ang b.y their selfish appropriation

¢ temple income to unworthy objects.

“Thel

“temples for
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ate leader of the non-brahmin party, the
Raja of Panagal had the courage to challenge
the so-called rights and enacted a measure
called the “ Hindu religious endowment act ”
to control and direct the management of the
the good of the public. As the
above act has been put into practice and as
the Government could therefore not take
shelter under the plea of religious neutra-
lity, I was able to introduce my bill as an
amendment to that act. The appreciation of
that measure by those depressed communities
who have been clamouring for this reform
could be seen from the text of the address
of welcome given to me on 3rd November
1929 cduring my visit to Bezwada.

Dear Madam,

We the members of the Andhra Desa Nalavantalu
community, beg your permission to avail ourselves of
the opportunity granted to us by divine dispensation, to
express our spontaneous and effervescing feeling of deep-
seated gratitude and unfailing love and ceaseless and

worthy sense of pride for the almost superhuman efforts
backed by indefatigable energy you have been bestowing
on a cause, well worth the effort of any noble hero. This
long enchained in the thralls of a narrow

community, !
off from the irradiating iniluence of

. superstition and shut
the pure flame of social freedom has long been weltering
in the mire of ignorance and treading in the path of social
degeneration. In the dark and impenetrable gloom in
which the whole community was enmossed, you have
brought the lamp of freedom, by setting your heart

{o the sole purpose of social liberation and by your

.
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unceasing and laborious efforts, the meshes which ic:
long held the community in social oblivion have been
rent asunder and the community has been awakened
from the sleep of ages.”

I am quoting below a sample of the many
letters which I have been receiving from re-
form associations of the Devadasi community
throughout the presidency.

Dear Madam,

The news that your resolution regarding ‘“ Cochin
Devadasis has met with warm and kind reception in the
Madras Council, in as much as it has been carried without
a division, has given us unbounded pleasure.  \We have
publicly demonstrated our jubilations by conducting a
procession to the Local Tirumala Devaswami where a
vow was also paid in honour of your success.”

The general public never failed to show
their appreciation of my reform work when-
ever occassions arose. [ quote below one of
the many such innumecrable addresses presen-
ted to me.

Erode Municipality Address
Madam,

We the Chairman and the Municipal Council of
Erode offer youa most hearty welcome to this town.
We are glad to have you in our midst on this occasion of
our visit to this town to preside over the ladies confer-
ence. It isa matter of pride for all of us that you are the
first elected Deputy President of a legislature in the whole
world.  You have not only discharged your duty ably but
you have proved how women can compete on terms of
absolute equality with men in every walk of life when
Opportunities are given to them. The work that you have
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done in the Legislative Council in the cause of the
emancipation of women is one of which we can be justly
proud. As an illustration of the great work that you

have done as a legislator we shall only mention the war

that you waged against the dedication of girls to temples,
a system which has been, and still is, a standing disgrace
to India in general and to the Hindu womanhood in
particular.

Your fearless fight against the superstitions and
obscurantism of orthodoxy has filled us with great
admiration. Your tireless cfforts in the Legislature in
destroying the Devadasi systew and in putting down the
system of prostitution will always be gratefully remem-
bered by your fellow-citizens.

We take this opportunity of tendering you our most
respectful congratulation and wish you long life, health
and happiness.”’

Gandhiji  wrote in ‘Young India’ as

follows :

T heartily endorse the writer's proposal. Indeed
I do not think that the proposed legislation will be in
advance of public opinion. The whole of the enlightened
public opinion that is vocal is against the retention of
the system in any shape or form. The opinion of the
parties concerned in the immoral traffic cannot count,
just as the opinion of keepers of opium dens will not
count in favour of their retention, if public opinion is
otherwise against them. The Devadasi system is a blot
upon those who countenance it. It would have died
long ago but for the supineness of the public. Public
conscience in this country somehow or other lies
dormant. It often feels the awfulness of many a wrong,
but is too often inditferent or too lazy to move. But if

8
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some active spirit like Dr. Reddi moves, that conscicnce
is prepared to lend such support as indifferences can
summon up. [ am therefore of opinion that Dr Reddi’s
proposal is in no way premature. Such legislation might
well have been brought earlier. In any case I hope that
she will receive the hearty support of all lovers of purity
in religious and general social life.”

Has he not rightly diagnosed the discase ?
Since I came to know of him intimately on
the occasion of his visit to South India in the
year 1928, I have been attracted to him and
I'am convinced to-day that he alone can cure
the Hindu Society of all its ills.

When I introduced my amendment to
the Hindu Religious Endowment Act to
enfranchise the Inam holding Devadasis and
thus to remove the root cause of Dedication,
‘I did not know that the above Act does not
include certain temples within its operation,
e.g., the Madras Temples and also the temples
getting a very small income of Rs. 300 or SoO.
I was also not aware that there isa class of
Devadasis outside the temples who dedicate
their girls not for service in the temples but
w.ith the sole object of making them trade on
Vice,

Therefore to complete my legislation for
the eradication of the evil I introduced a
supplementary bill (see appendix C) which
legislation owing to the dilatory motion of
the Government has been indefinitely post-
poned.. No doubt, I strongly opposed the
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" motion for circulation for the following

reasons :-—

“Sir. I oppose this dilatory motion because the
principle of this Bill has already been accepted by this
Council. A resolution was passed by this Council in
1927. ¢ This Council recommends to the Government
to undertake legislation or if, for any reason it is not
possible to recommend to the Central Government to
undertake legislation at a very early date,f emphasize the
words ‘at a very early date’ to put a stop to the practice
of dedicating young gitls or women to Hindu temples
which has resulted in exposing them to immoral life.’
This Council unanimously passed that resolution. If
hon. Members here who represent all parties and classes
of people, do not voice the opinion of the public in this
presidency, I do not really know who else would voice
the feelings of the public better. Iaving accepted that
resolution I do not know why the Government should, at
this stage, when I want legislation to be enacted to puta
stop to the practice of dedicating young girls to Hindu
Temples, come forward with this dilatory motion. This
Council will be dissolved in a few months and the effect
will be that my Bill willnot be passed during the lifetime
of this Council. This is not the first time that a motion of
this nature is moved in the legislature.

We find that there has been insistent agitation

in this country for 2 legislation of this kind.

I have evidence to show that the Government of

India bave been ‘actively interesting themselves
in this «uestion since the year 1906, when they had
to sign the International Convention. Again in the
year 1912 this question was discussed in the Imperial

Legislative Council. At that time they called for a
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report from the various Local Governments on the
matter. 1f history is gone through and il only
the hon. the Law Member will go through the
opinions expressed by the Local Governments on this
question, most of the Local Governments will be
found to have been unanimously in favour of legislation
to put down dedication. Then again, Sir, in the year
1912, three members of the old Imperial Legislative
Council, Messts. Maneckji Dadaboy, Mudholkar and
Madge, brought three dilterent Bills with more or less
the same object as my bill, that is, to abolish this evil
system. The Government of India then referred the
whole question to Local Governments, and on receipt of
those opinions, brought forward a Government Bill in
September 1913 which was referred to a select committee
for report. The select committee reported in March
1914, but owing to the intervention of the War, this Bill

ghtin a resolution in the

Legislative Assembly. It was unanimously supported.

At the time when that resolution was discussed,—1 do
not want to read that resolution, because it was practi-
cally the same as mine which was passed by this
Council—there were people there like Mr. Diva Rao
and Sir A. P. Patro who defended the institution of
Devadasis.”

But then the whole Assembly ridiculed them and
passed the resolution unanimously. That resolution of
Dr. Gour to have sections 372 and 373 of the Indian
Penal Code amended, was adopted by the Assembly.”

The hon. the President -

I ‘
. I am not able to follow the relevancy of the ques-
tion of raising the age of consent, to this motion.”
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Dr. S. Muthulakslini Reddi:

“Nop, Sir, sections 372 and 373 of the Indian
Penal Code relate to the dedication of minor gitls.
Those sections Were amended after the resolution of
Dr. Gour was adopted. Tam only mentioning that to

show that the publi¢ opinion of the country was quite
in favour of such a measure. Then, the hon.
Mr. Ramdas Pantulu moved a resolution in the Council
of State in the year 1927 which was also unanimously
accepted. At (hat time the hon. the Law Member who was
in sympalhy with this object, a.sked Mr. Ramdas Pantulu
(o bring in 2 Bill. Now, Sir, even in the. Bombay
Council, there is 2 measure for the prevention of dedica-
tion which is going to become law. Mr. M. R. Jayakar
also has now given notice of a similar hill like mine in
the Assembly. The Madras Council having accepted the
principle and having passed legislation to dispense with
the services of the inam holding devadasis in temples,
should accept this Biil without any furthar delay. This
dilatory motion will only delay the passing of this bill, and
there is 1o likelihood of its becoming law during the
lifetime of this Council.

Sir, My bill is a very humble one, so far as its provi-
It only makes the dedication of girls illegal.
ady been done by the Penal Code, but the
sen evaded. Then the orthodox opinion
girls only should be dedicated to the
temples e, girls below the age of 12. But the people
who have been addicted to the custom and who take their
stand behind religion do not obey the provisions of the
Penal Code. So, they are now taking the major girls and
are evading the Penal C>de by dedicating girls above 18
hich Act the temple authorities also are respousible,
ardians of the girls. My Bill aims at making

sions go.
This-has alre
Penal Code has b
was that minof

for w
not alone the gu
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that kind of dedication also illegal. There is also another
provision as regards their marriages to the effect that
marriage which takes place after dedication should be
validated, Sir, the Government need not be under any
fear of opposition from the public. In Mysore this has
been done long ago. In 1909, that Government prohibit-
ed the Gaijje Puja or dedication ceremony in the Mysore
State, and thus have given us the lead. This Council
has also accepted the conclusion that dedication invaria-
bly makes the girl lead a life of immorality. Having
accepted that principle, is there any argument or reason
in the proposal that this bill should be delayed any
further? My Devadasis Act will only deal with the
inam-holding devadasis. But, a large number of women
adopt girls, take them to temples and malke them undergo
the ceremony of dedication, even after the age of 18.

" There is no religion. These women do it purposely,
with a view to make those girls lead an immoral life. So
there should not be any more delay. Therefore I request
the hon. the Law Member to withdraw his opposition and
allow my bill to be referred to a select committee."”’

It was a very significant fact that Sir
M. Krishnan Nair who as Deputy Leader of
the Justice Party, has heartily supported my
resolution of November 5th of 1927 “which
recommended immediate legislation to
Government to put down the evil custom,
now moved the dilatory motion to my bill
from the Government bench. Whether the
change in his attitude is duc to the office he is
holding or to the absence of his good leader,
the late Raja of Panagal, it is for the public
-to judge.
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I must confess that I missed very .much
on this occasion the late good Raja of
Panagal and the members of the Congress
especially the Andhra group who had k-ept
out of the Council owing to the_ Congnes:s
mandate of hoycott of the Council. Messrs-
g, Venkiah, A. B. Shetty, R Nagan Gow'da,
Rao Bahadur Dr. C‘. Natesa Mudahar,
Chavadi Subramania l_’lllal, J. A Sa-ldhal}a,
A. Ranganatha Mudaliar and K. Uppl_Sahlb,

ted against the Govern.ment' (llla:tOl‘y
VOofion sgas to be consistent in their attitude
m

. is reform.

towz]l;lstl:?slstilrie, I have found out that the
Conggess members excepting one 91‘ two
‘ndividuals among them have uniformly
1 d my work in the Council. . There-

pporte
Sy love and respect for that party have

fore my

‘rown since. . .
¢ Now, I rejoice to state that the Bill which

has been sent out for circulation for eliciting
public opinion has returned with a full
measure of public support, thereby demons-
trating to the world that Government has
?mnecessarily delayed a very urgent and

-e of reform.
. nortant measuie O
1mpThe most remarkable event that has

happened since, is the courageous act of H_er
Highness the Maharani of Trqvancore in
abolishing the Devadas system in her state
temples with one stroke of her .pen. .
We are delighted to read in the Indian
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Social yrmer
Devald:ﬁiefs(;flsltr;d,10,?“01)er 25th 1930 that the
i Cochin i m has been recently abolished
Whay in all the state temples.
Mysore as ;arslypgssﬂ)le for the native state of
States of Tl'ava‘ 9‘19.09 and what the Indian
readily and ot ncore and Cochin have so
Eo o Y o
India. It is a ::n(;)sft ag}:ils;,elmlfnt n British
o ) : ¢ ui tac :
gifli?z Zlfitsnz?)t]laws forthe T’"Otecd(t)n gfh;rtli or
immorality wh:a century against the d"mgell‘mlf
<o much adva11c2dth'e wh_ole civilized world(i)s
leglislation. Have vlvlz Cé](;lt(l re{.()rm and child
onlv a f ) / realisec o
mer):t Calrllnsséll\?s I:r?:ilble and llzltiozlatll]é}lg)vtellit
which still await solblllt(i)f)r:1;etszi?iiilrlgg()>ljlenls

Research i
ch into Maternal Diseases

When ini
el b at]S\ﬁmMnfnster for Public Health
of tmvestigation 0 Rs. 6000 towards the cost
O amto maternal diseases, there
peant i the glount' of opposition to this
grant 1 e ou'nc1l; therefore, [ spok
pporting the motion, Pore

“ Mr. Presiden ;
' t, SH’ l })\\'.;
supporti - : ave great pleasure i
Health “% t:';e lmohtlon of the houn. the Miniwi foyuPr:} ll.n
. ‘ el there is great rlic
investioati . at need for this ki
maternil ;OI;,' es[’e.( ially when India records mdh' O}:-
really th nd infantile mortality. I am glad . (? o
oo o “:.nkful to Lady Irwin for having take; ?}n .I ‘a'm
is matter because Dr. Balfour, an eYPle'mma(;
. xperience
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medical lady, when she was here last time, took tl
’ e

trouble of addressing a ladies' meeting about th
necessity for research work in India. She toldt <
she had been to London to attend the Internétio UT
Jical Women, when the medical womnean

Conference of Mec
jes gave a very full account of the

from other countr
causation of materna
tive from India, could

the fact that there was no
Public Health Department in any of the provinces in
India. She said she felt very soTry about it and as soon
d from the Conference, undertook this work
and as the result of her investigation
y useful information as to the causa-

she has given us ver
tion of maternal diseases: I{ the hon. Members had gone
through her publicati(ms on these subjects, surely they

would not have made these remarks.  She has furnished

y uselul

1 disea hi

ise S.G'S while she, as a representa-
not give, and she also alluded to
woman medical officer in the

as she returue
as a labour of love,

us with ver ‘nformation on this subject. She has

been visiting every
to all [ndian and British Hospitals in India

1 that certain diseases are peculiar to India
re common to all countries and that’

srovince and s 50 i
( 1d she also  issued a

questionnaire
Ghe has founc
that certain others
in India there are (

a
jiseases peculiar to tropical ciimates
Ral

anaemia and hookworm. Again she

such as malaria,
has found that certait commuaities like the Brahmin
corded very high maternity mortality, as
)

communily re
high as 32 out of every 1000 mothers The educationally

e 3 .1 ..

advanced Christian and Parsi communities record a very

low death-rate. This is certainly a very useful information
Now, diseases

alent forms in pregnant wo
have also foetal diseases like the tropical cirrhosis of the

jiver. In this connection T will take the opportunity of
Viceroines, who have helped the cause

like hookworm and malaria assume

very Vir men and children. We

thanking all the
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of women's medical relief. First the Lady Dulferin IFund
was started and now we have got a large number of
medical women trained through the help of that fund.
Then was started the Lady Hardinge Tospital — Even
though it is located at Delhi, students are flycking to that
place from all parts of India. I had the pleasure of
visiting that college and I found that even though there
was accommodation only for 90, they had to admit 120.
I also visited Lady Reading’s Health School.  We badly
need a health school at Madras. LEvery province has
got one, Bengal, Central Provinces, and Bombay.
But still the Dclhi school is doing very good work
and’ attracting students from South India. There is
also the Lady Chelmsford Maternity League which

I visited. So I hope this work begun by Lady Irwin
will bear much fruit and benefit all India. A sum
of Rs. 6,000 is after all small and it is the duty of

every community to take care of the mothers who
are the originators of the race, and such an expendi-
ture must be the first charge on the finance of every
province.

Women’s Education

Again my speech on the development of
women’s education during the budget discus-
sion of 1929 may interest the public.

‘“ Mr. President, Sir, I 1ise to speak on this motion
in order to know from the Government whether they
have adopted any policy or programme for the extension
and development of women's education or what steps
they are going to take in that direction, seeing that
women's education is very backward., The latest figure
for the girls’ education in 1928 is28. Of course, boys’
education is backward also as compared with other
civilized countries and as compared with the neighbour-
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. Native States where also girls' education is very
ing Natl 4. Again, as we rise in the educational
much advance. ‘ .-tg be,tween boys and girls increases,
ladder, the dlspinonn):e e secondary education, P
wh'en e s only one girl receives the benefit of
every nine bf)};; and in the case of University education
higher education, 21 boys is reading in the college. Tam
one girl for every;cemed with nniversity education for
not so mac IC(f)eel that primary and higher education
our girls, but \he reach of every boy and gitl. The
must be wnhlnDire(‘lO" of Public Instruction says that
repOYt. of the 1ty either from the parents or from the
there is no hostitty = higher education as when
. 41s receiving Mg i
publlc to 8 4 for girls, they get filled to ovexﬂomfmg‘
schools are Ope}net there is a keen demand for gitls
which shows “athe various interpellations put in this
schools. From the reports of women conferences, it is
Council and fmm.q a gennine dasire on the part of the
hat there l.the ptlblic to educate their girls. When
s well asx enditure on women's education, it is
we come t0 the cintt) of total expenditure on education.
only 17'2_ per sting feature is that compared with the
Another "'nere nd Christian girls, the education of the
Auglo.lndnal/l ‘13 mmadan airls is very backward. That
Hindu and Mune Mission aided agencies who are actively
is because of the loﬁng the education of our girls; by
Otmn girls are beneﬁtted while the Mubam-
which the Chl:ls = s are not attracted to these Christian
medan and P]Ir;\:usflr;)f the Christian institutions are
I»Iint;)u and Muhammadan girls will x?ot like
Besides, these institutions are situated
distance away {rom the heart of the city. Qf course
. al 1:\v itis not possible for Muhammadan girls who
we Kt

bserve pmdah to go to guch institution<. The parents
observ

o
.50

patent t
parents a

engaged in Pr

jnstitutions.

boarding.
to be boarders.
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of Hindu girls also do not like that their virls should
walk long distances to attend a school. Especially in the
last quinquennium the progress of girls’ education has
not been satisfactory as compared with the previous quin-
quennium. In the previous (uinquenninm, 7e., 1917-
1922 the institution for girls rose by 35S per cent,
whereas in this qaiaquennium, 1922.27, by 26 per cent.
This was due to the fact that no proviacial subsidy was
given towards the development of girls education during
the last quinquennium and the primary education
was tranferred to the charge of local bodies, which
have not been very enthusiastic to open girls’ schools in
their areas, and the result was that the girls lagged very
much behind the boys.  Again, when compulsion was

introduced by 27 municipalities only three of them
introduced compulsion for b

oth boys and girls. That is
also another reason wh

y girls lagged behind hoys. As
for women teachers, they are reluctant 1o take service

under local bodies because they have to
tribunal of men and also their appointm

bodies are not ensured. So, I would suggest that there

should be [oeal committees of womep to look after the
girls’ education in the districts,

may consist of the Inspectr
and the wives of offi-

appear hefore a
ents under local

The local committees
esses of secondary schools

ials with the headmistresses of
secondary schools which committee may be entrusted

with the task of developing girls’ education,

They would
be a sort of advisory hody

to the local hodies; they would
submit suggestions to the Jocal bodies so t}

act upon those suggestions they woul
the opening of schools,

it they may
d be responsible for
for the appointment and transfer
of women teachers and drawing up syllabuses and curri-
cula. Also the provincial subsidy must be

earmarked,
that certain amount should he

spent on the develop ment
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{ girls’ education and complulsion for girls should be
" gl:eil on whenever a scheme is submltte}(]i, b.e::t:stz
whe jon i i to boys, the gt
s fomp‘ﬂsm“e lZsag::;(:s oi?\l}:he. vill);ges make the
. dlsadvamag-k of boys and itis notin the interests
girls Jo ¢ w‘mdivi(lual progress or national progress
o eithér ourl‘mm sﬁould he allowed to continue—the
that]‘th‘s :;Llaea(lisuca;ed manhood and ignorant woman-
dualism
hOOdA caards secondary education of uirls, in The hft

. S, r;;;{um only one girls’ school was opc':nedT in spite
T e fac 2 t7 there are in the whole presidency only a
ol e ‘1““ chools which are chielly located "in the
o Se?"n‘.l""‘y ?I‘bhere is only one Muhammadan seconda'ry
mun:lC‘Paht;efs'r the whole presidency, which is in the city
B e g itis no wonder if there is a gap between
B lary ¢ i { hoys and that of girls. Itis

the secon lary education of boy .
therefore necessary that Government sh(‘)u‘.( s
responsibility of opening up a large num )’L-[<U Pt
schools in the districts withina? fe: );:2;; Oithe

i i one is serving the s
alde)d a('g\f:(llmle]?r’lgzl;irls. I will strongly urge upon the
m?(:tlilo‘n of the Guvernment that the secondary educa-
e he provincialized.
tom of il be' pty()\;:)us(l){?leljiucation, it will notbe possible

i o Lii’;)‘(‘lim ntimber of,women teachers on the
Wlthou't iy ixed schools where there are men teachers,
Sltaff‘ clln t:::tn::fy s.ul'licient attention to the girls. The
they do a

irls are generally made to sit in the back benches, away
{f;rom the board and light. Not only that, the men te:c:ers
turn their back towards the gil'lsman-d they neve‘r af“' them
uestions. Unless there are sul’ixcwn.t numbe.t olwomen
(tleac‘uers who will combine tact, patience and love to-

ards the girls girls’ education will not make any rapid
w )



126 MY EXPERIENCE AS A LEGISLATOR

advance ; and they won't attain any permanent literacy it
they read only up to the third class. Therefore, the
Government should have a definite programme for open-
ing up a large number of training schools in the districts
to train the village women for working in the village
schools.

I have said, Sir, that secondary education has been
dominated by the University standard. As we know,
the present type of secondary education for boys. has
produced a large number of literary men who are going
about the country without any employment. ~ Now I do
not want that the same fate should befall our girls.  The
number of girls who take to professions such as teaching.
medicine etc., is very small and the majority of girls are
meant for home life and our social system is such that
our girls marry very early at the age of 13 or 14 and the
education that has to be imparted to them should be such

as to enable them to look after their homes in a most
efficient manner.

Sir, we need an Indian University on the lines of
the Women's University at Poona. Further I do not
want any commercial value be put on girls’ educa-
tion as is now done with the boys’. We have learnt to our
cost that a pure literary type of education is of no prac-
tical use to our boys and vocational training is in de-
mand. So technical institutions should be opened for
girls also. Ihave noticed hon. Members of this house
asking for alternative courses of study for girls. Various
women’s conferences have suggested that they should
have a parallel course, as the majority of our girls do not
enter professions. Therefore, they must be taught
hygiene, physiology and a bit of anatomy as they will be
of much value to them in their daily life.

Then 1 would urge that these subjects should
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be taught through the vernaculars and English may be a
secondary subject. Uafortunately English is given promi-
nence in our schools, but as our girls have to leave their
schools when they are 13 or 14 it is better that they learn
the vernacular so that they may acquire the required
knowledge earlier. It would also be easier for them to
learn if they were taught through the medium of the
vernaculars. [ think it is high time for us to provide a
University for girls, both to satisly the demands of the
public and the parents and also to make women really
practical and cilicient. 1 find, in the Queen Mary's
College that the course of study for girls is the same as
that of the boys, whereas girls should geta diploma in
Domestic Science. I find, Sir,"that in Madras thete is
an European school wherein this diploma is granted. Our
Indian gitls need this diploma much more than the
Anglo Indian girls who study for the sake of getting an
employment. Similar diploma courses should be in-
stituted in the Queen Mary's College where they are
going to have a Geography course and a history course.
No doubt the students gain knowledge, but what they
need is a knowledge of hygiene, physiology and dome-
stic science. Under our present conditions of life there is
so much of illness in our country due to ignorance. To
minimize and to prevent diseases, our girls should be
trained in the above subjects which will be of immense
value to them in their daily life.

Regarding the training of women teachers, there
should be a- better type of training. As itis, we have
not got a suflicient number of women teachers to teach
kindergarten, In other couatries, women teachers
with kindergarten training have proved to be very
good  teachers. And we also should have such women
teachers.
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Regarding the scholarships and stipends, only 27
scholarships have been given for all the girls.  There are
the girls from the backward communities, there are the
gitls from the Adi Dravidas and there are the non-Brah-
min gitls for undergoing secondary training in the Lady
Willingdon School  The scholarships are very inade-
quate.  We want a large number of women who have
passed the school final course to be trained in nursing
and mid-wifery work. Therefore Government should in-
stitute a larger number of scholarships. Some scholar-
ships are given by the Labour Department for Adi-
Dravida girls which I find, have not been applied
for. " Why not these bhe changed into residential
scholarships.

Then as regards the play-grounds for girls, the less
said the better. When compared with the provisions
made for the boys they are very unsatisfactory. Now in
our own city if anyone weuld visit the school for girls in
Thulasingaperumal Koil Street, he will find a school
which has to accommodate 300 girls. The building in
which this school is situated is utterly unsuited for
school purposes.  There is not sulticient light or air. The
girls sit in the darkness and read their books with the
result they will very soon become short-sighted, There
is not sufficient room for these children to move about
freely, children who are going to he future mothers of

the nation! Are they to be kept and taught in such

insanitary and unsuitable houses? It is an old house,

centuries old, and it is now used for a school. Surely if
the hon. the Chief Minister were to inspect the building

to-morrow, he will not allow the school to be held there
even for a day,

Then there is the demand for the construction of a
hostel for gitls. This is a question which is coming
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pefore the House for the last four or five years and yet

nothing has been done. We are tolfi that .there is ’It‘};e
1ce House. But, Sir, the Ice House is for widows. e
Jot of our widows is a very sorry tale known to all amdf
we should not disturb the widow's‘at any cost. ‘M'ost 0
them come from orthodox families a.md their hfe‘ is
already miserable and we ShOli\‘d think many a ;xme
before we disturb these poot widows fron') this place.
By allowing others to share the. hostel with thefn',“xze
may be inflicting on them a pums.hment. They wx‘ e
withdrawn {rom the hostel by their parents, They come
from mofussil parts and their parents are very conserva-
tive. We want these widows to get ecnlucated to szl‘\'e
the country as they have not the chox(",e of marriage.
They will be very useful to the country either as teachfers
or midwives or nutrses. Now we have nurses coming
from western countries, We have no women of our own
who could do such a kind of work. The Poona Seva
Sadan has opened a branch in Madras where they
train the widows and send them'to villages as teachers,
midwives and nurses. Our Presidency should encourage
them by providing proper {acilities for such work. .
As regards Muhammadan gitls, higher education
among them is very backward. They do not attend any
of the missionary schools be(:fmse of the Purdah. Itis
impossible to abolish purdah in one da.ay. We know what
has happened in Afghanistan where Klr?g Amanullah ha-s
been forced to abdicate because he tried to bz:eak this
*purdah in one day. Now there is a demand' from the
Muslims themselves for compulsory education. The
All-India Muslim Conference have passed a resolution in
favour of compulsory education for their \jvomen. T know
large numbers of muslims are not for-‘ giving up purdah.
What can a bandful of women do? So I would ask the
9
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Government to provide conveyances. The question of
finance may be raised. But | would humbly ask the
hon. the Chief Minister how muchthe Government speands
on the education of gitls. It is not even one sixth of what
they spend on the education of hoys. Therefore I
would tell the Government that considering the many
disabilities from which both Muslims and Hindu women
suffer it is their duty to give them education at any cost
which would give them enough enlightenment to enable
them to dispel ignorance and fight the time-honoured
customs and habits which hamper their physical and
mental growth.”

Here is an extract from the hon. Minister’s
reply:

1 know that several of the members of the Legis-
lative Council have urged that compulsory primary
education should be introduced immediately. Iam sorry
that the Government are not in a position to introduce
compulsory education immediately because it would cost
614 crores.

With regard to girls schools, it has been the
policy of the Government to start girls schools in all
villages with a population of 2,000 and more, as will be
seen from the budget, provision is made now for the
opening of new girls schools this year. At the same time,
Government has had under consideration the question
of co-education in primary schools, 1 think the best
policy will be to staffall primary schools with women
teachers.

My hon. friend the Deputy President, I am sure,
will approve of this because I feel that women teachers in
Primary schools will be better able to look after the wants
of the young children.
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I think I must also deal with the question of the
Tce House Hostel to which my hon. friend the Deputy
President referred in her own eloquent way, that is, the
Widows’ Home. She was mistaken in her idea that [
proposed to abolish the Widows' Home. What I wanted
was that there should be no distinction made between the
Brahmin widowsand the non-brahmin widows (hear, hear)
as seems to be the case at present. For itis time that when
people come forward and demand for money for purposes

.of education that these caste prejudices disappear. For

unless that takes place any further sum spent on
education is simply waste of money. We hope to see
ourselves before long a united nation and if ‘education
does not attain that object it will be better for us if we
spend the whole sum of 197.88 lakhs on rural development
rather than on education which does not go to broaden
the vision of people as then we shall have a community
which will be prepared to advance in the right direction,
instead of having graduates by hundreds whose vision
has not widened in any wav, who cannot rise above the
level of the sentiments of the village purohits and who
.cannot break away from the shackles of sectarian and
narrow prejudices. If that democratic sentiment is not
developed I feel the provision for education in the budget
will be a mere waste.

Coming now to the question of the need for a
hostel for the Lady Willingdon College 1 have already
told the hon. the Deputy President that the hostel will be
built just behind the college and [ hope at least in this
hostel the distinction of caste, class and community will
not be maintained. [ think the policy of the Government
<hould be to see as far as possible to do away with these
distinctions.

With regard to the school at Triplicane, T agree

A
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with my friend, the hon. the Deputy President, that it
fequires a new building, and that the present rented

building is not fit for housing the school. The Director’s:

attention has been drawn to it and he himself is keen in

securing a new building for it. I hope the proposals will
be ready soon.”

Though I suggested caution in dealing
with the widows the majority of whom come
from the most conservative families, still I
must admit that I very much appreciated
the Minister’s views on the question of caste
or denominational hostels which undoubtedly
tend to promote communal or caste feeling
among the younger generation.

X1
MEDICAL AID TO WOMEN

HOSE of us who have walked some of the
T best lying-in hospitals in the West can-
not but be proud of the Government Mater-
nity Hospital, Egmore, Madras which can

stand comparison with any other mater-

nity hospital in the world.

As the majority of the Indian-women
prefer only the women obstetricians and
women gynaecologists to men, I am of opinion
that there should be a certain number of
women medical officers on the staff of that
hospital. )

At a large meeting of women held in Tri-
plicane in April 1928, resolutions were passed
requesting Government to employ a number
of women medical officers on the staff of that
hospital and to give practical post-graduate
training in midwifery and gynaecology to all
women medical graduates before they are
sent out to the motussil hospitals.

Further I feel that medical aid to women
in fhe districts especially before, during and
after child-birth is very inadcquate and the
Public Health Department as well as the local
authorities do not seem to have realised that
mother-hood though a physiological function,
under our modern condition of life, expose



134 MY EXPERIENCE AS A LEGISLATOR

our women to certain grave diseases, accl-
dents and dangers to health and life.

ThereforeI moved the token cut to the
demand for Public Health to bring it home

to the Government and to the Council the
urgent need for organising a provinciak
women medical service similar to that of the
men with a woman medical directress, in the
Head-quarters staff.

“ Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move °that the allot-
ment of Rs. 84,14,000 for Medical be reduced by
Rs. 100 ' firstly to urge the necessity of adopting the
policy of employing women medical officers in all the
]ying-in hospitals throughout the Presidency, secondly to
discuss the necessity of a woman administrative medicak
officer among the head-quarter stafl, and thirdly to
digcuss the provision of facilities for training a large
number of midwives and nurses.

Lady Asst. Surgeons in the Maiernity Hospital

Sir, it is a well-known fact in this country that
women patients desire to be attended by women medical
practitioners both during child-bearing period and after.
As such I feel that the practice of the Madras Maternity

‘ Hospitalsunder which men only are made available to the
o female patients, requires to be changed and women practi-
&, tloners should be employed. For example, in Madras our

g:":}:‘::leent M.atemity .Hospital for wm:nen and childrenr
Tadia m}(;utt::on of begig t:he best eflmp}?ed hospital in:
In (};is " e second | est hospital in the world.

aternity Hospital, many major operations
are being performed and all that practical know-
ledge and experience is now enjoyed by our medical
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men. I do not certainly grudge it, but what I
feel is that as our women require the services of
women doctors, and if that practice goes to our women, it;
would be to the benefit of our community. And now,

© Sir, the residential staff and the permanent staff are com-

posed entirely of men officers, and I was told there was
only one lady apothecary in charge of the out-patients,
and she has got a few beds uader her charge. I think
that at least 50 per cent of these places should be given
to the women medical officers. One of the arguments
urged against the employment of women for the residen-
tial staff in that Maternity Hospital was that it was a
teaching institution and a large number of men students
undergo instruction in that hospital. But what I would
point out is that the patients themselves who are the

material on whom the demonstrations are held are

women. Again, & number of students also are women.
And as such, do not the hon. Members of this Council
think that women teachers would be better “than
men teachers ? At least they will not be inferior to men
teachers. Again most of the labour cases are conducted
by the nurses and matrons of the hospital, and it is the
nurses and matrons that give the guidance and take the
students through the ordinary or normal labour cases.
It is only in abnormal labour cases that the med.cal
officers’ assistance is being called for, and as such I
would strongly urge upon the attention of the hon. the
Minister for Public Health that he should take the earliest
opportunity to se¢ that a good number of lady assistant
surgeons are appointed on the staff of the hospital so
tliat the knowledge, experience and practice gained in
such a valuable and well equipped institution may be made
available to the women and children of our Presidency.
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Woman Administrative Medical Officer

Sir, the next object of this motion is to urge the
necessity of a woman administrative medical officer
among the head-quarters staff. I feel sir, that medical
relief to the women in the Presidency is very inadequate
and, especially in the districts there are very few maternity
hospitals to administer relief to our womea and children.
So itis absolutely nccessary thata whole-time woman
administrative medical officer should be employed at
least in the head-quarters staff. She must be entrusted
with the duty of initiating schemes, opening hospitals and
making enquiries as to where there are hospitals and
where there are no hospitals, appointing the necessary
staff and arranging post-graduate courses for the women
medical graduates and also to institute research into
maternal and other infantile diseases. Because to my
knowledge, in the Educational Department we have a
Deputy Directress of Public Instruction who is now
charged with all these responsibilities in regard to general
education, and so the women's braanch of education is
carried on very efficiently. If we find as much literacy
among women as we have now itis due largely to that
officer. I say this because | have seen the recommenda-
tions made for the improvement of female education by
this women’s branch of Educational Department. I there-
fore feel that the medical department is as important, if
not more important, than the Iiducational Department,
f?f we ought to relieve human suffering and we have to
give relief to women during the time of labour whichis
t?le most painful period, the most dangerous time in their
lge:é(;ithey:re to produce healthy children and if we are
Having :; :he num'ber o.f deaths _among our infants.
attempt to a :;; v(;bjt;cts in view, it we are to make.an

em, I fee! that one woman medical
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administrative officer on the head-quarters staff is not too

much, an officer who would be able to devote her whole
time and thought to this question and who would be
touring throughout the presidency to find out the needs
of the districts and propose schemes for the development
of medical relief to the women and children of the
Presidency.

Women House Surgeons

“ Regarding house-surgeons and physicians in the
maternity hospitals, preferably our women medical gra-
duates who are to be sent out to the mofussils should
be given a training because the c<kill in m'idwifery
and efficient midwifery depends upon practice and to
send raw graduates, or the L. M. Ps. to the districts
is not at all desirable, because these 1. M Vs, undergo
a course of only four years and they have not got
the efficiency and the knowledge of the M. B. & B. S.
graduates. To allow them to experiment on all the
iliterate women in the villages is not at al right nor
charitable. Because I have seen cases coming from
the mofussil with injuries for treatment at the city
hospital. If these things are to be prevented, we
have to give a post-graduate training f{or these women
in the women and children’s hospitals of which we have
(uite a number in the city, e.g., in the Government
Maternity Hospital, the Ramaswami Mudaliyat’s Lying-in
Hospital etc. 1 fear that men graduates are given
preference to our women graduates in this matter
also. ltis more the services of our women medical
graduates that are being required by our women patients
than the services of medical men graduates especially in
the practice of midwifery.

“ Again, Sir, the rural medical relief can well be



138 MY EXPERIENCE AS A LEGISLATOR

helped by women, because we are having every yeara
larger number of women medical graduates.

The hon. the President :

“Ordet, order. Rural medical relief is not one of
the objects mentioned in this motion. The hon. Member

will have to wait for a suitable opportunity to dilate on
that matter.”

Dr. S. Muthulakshwii Redd:
“I thought Sir, as I am speakingon the policy of

employing women officers 1 could refer to rural medical-

relief in that connection. Anyhow, 1 shall wait for the
opportunity.

Women Specialist in Venereal Diseases

Then again we have got a special venerealogist for the-
hospital. I do not know whether there is any proposal for’
giving training to women graduates in this line. It is the-

women that suffer in silence. The women in Western
countries insist on being treated by women for these
ailments, free, voluntary, confidential treatmsnt is pro-

vided for them in the hospitals and it should be so in our .
country especially where women suffer in gilence rather’

ﬁ&%anow themselves to be treated by men officers.
The Training of Midwives

Then 1 come to the training of our midwives.
"This is an important and huge problem because I have
read in the report of the Director of Public Health, that
" only 3 per cent of the women in the rural areas are
attended to by trained midwives. There is great urgency
and great need for training a larger number of midwives
than is being done at present, especially in view of the
fact that 30 per cent of the women died in the year
EQ'L of whom 50 per cent died from puerperal
psis alone. In Western countries, cent per cent of

b
!
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’ m&thers were attended to by trained midwives and they

were able to seek medical help during the time of their
labour from women medical practitioners. When

“medical help could be obtained from women doctors and

the women in the West are being benefitted by it, [ think
it is high time that more money should be spent here in
this matter of the training of midwives and making them
available for women in the districts during the time of
child-birth. A new system is now being adopted with.
success in Simla and Hyderabad, which may also be
introduced in this Presidency, because our people in
the mofussil, rely mainly on the barber midwives. These
barber midwives no doubt have got experience, and if
they are given scientific training similar to what is being
given in Simla and Hyderabad by Colonel Webb and
Miss Pigott respectively, it will be of much benefit to the
people of our Presidency. [ am sure our women at the time
of child-birth would make use of these trained dhais and
thus be saved from unnecessary suffering and from very
many of the preventible diseases. Not only 30.000 mothers.

* died of child-birth, but many others have become in-

capacitated or invalidated owing to the mismanagement
during labour and what is much more serious, that these
mothers have been lost to the children and to the fami-
lies, who could have been saved if they sought and
obtained medical help in time. It is the duty of the
state and the community to protect the mothers from alb
these preventible diseases and ensure a healthy pregnancy
and a safe delivery.  With these words. | move my cut.””

- To appoint Women Medical Officers in charge of the

Ante-natal Department in the Government
Maternity Hospital, Egmore

I move that the allotment of Rs. 100 under grant.
\XI.Medical-Transferred be reduced by Re. 1.
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I want to have an assurance from the hon. Minister
that the officers who are going to be appointed to bein
charge of the ante-natal and post-natal work will be
women officers, because itis stated in the explanatory
note that the temporary lady assistant surgeon will be
there till the 1st April 1930 and that the (uestion of
appointing a medical oflicer of the civil surgeon grade is
under separate consideration. It isnot stated in the note
whether the civil surgeon who will be appointed, will be
a lady officer or not. My point is that the Government
should make up their mind even now that only women
officers should be put in charge of this work.

;] have many a time stated hefore this hon. House
that ante-natal work is weifare work and is more a pre-
ventive than curative work. Iiven in European countries
this wotk is done by women. My wish is that in this
country also where the majority of our women would not
seek medical aid from men medical cfficers for diseases
associated with pregnancy and child.birth, this prevent-
ive work should be done only through women for
‘women; it may be stated that the health visitors will form
a connecting link bhetween the doctor and the women
patients but health visitors are only subordinate officers
~amd the patients will have to be examined by male
-doctors and the expectant mothers will have to be given
instructions about their daily habits such as their diet,
sleep and the importance of breast-feeding, etc. Unless
the patients have confidence in the doctor. they will not
be willing to express their difficulties, fears, misgivings,
etc., to the male doctor. Therefore it is but proper that
the work should be done by women.  There are a

number of women graduates possessing high medical

degrees, such as M. B. & B, S., who are unemployed.

We have been persuading our women to take to the pro-
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fession of medicine. We are giving them scholarships
for qualifying themselves as graduates of medicine. Many
of such graduates are unemployed in spite of the fact
that medical aid for women is very inadequate both
in the city and in the mofussils. It is often stated against
the employment of women medical officers that (e
Government Maternity Hospital is a teaching and training
institution for male students in medicine. Even then |
plead that this teaching can be done as emcient]y by
women as by men, because all the patients on whom
demonstrations are done are women. When [ was a
student undergoing training in that hospital, Ilearnt al}
my practical work from the senior nurse and matron
even though [ learnt my theory from my professors.
There is no reason why qualified women should not
teach-male students, especially in hospitals where there
are only women patients, There are many women
hospitals, like the Lying-in Hospital, the Victoria Hos-
pital in Triplicane, the Rainy Hospital in Tondiarpet and
the Kalyani Hospital in Mylapore, which are very effici-
ently managed and which are as much popular as the
Maternity Hospital which is staiffed mainly by men
officers.  Then with regard to teaching institutions and
colleges, there are the Lady Willingdon Medical School,
the OQueen Mary's College, The Women's Christian
College where the results compare better than those of
the colleges staffed by men doctors. 1 have already
drawn the attention of the hon. Minister in my budget
speech, to the urgent necessity of employing a certain
number of women efficers in the Government Maternity
Hospital because it is one of the best equipped hospitals
in the world. The other women hospitals do not have
as much accommodation and as much equipment as the
Government Maternity Hospital.  Much knowledge ang
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experience can be gained in that hospital by medical
women if the practice is made available to them. When
women graduates gain experience from that hospital, it
will surely be used for the benefit of many Iandian
mothers, both expectant and nursing, both inside and
outside the hospital.”

In this matter, I was warmly supported
by all parties in the Council. The Minister
promising to employ women officers in charge
of th.e Ante-natal department, when that
‘question comes up for consideration, I with-
drew my cut motion with the permission of
the Council,

X1
MATERNITY AND CHILD-WELFARE

T TNDER demand for public health I dis-

cussed the policy of the Government re-

garding maternity and child-welfare work
in this Presidency.

“Sir, I want to know if the Government as the
Government of other civilized countries, is going to take
the initiative and bear the responsibility of organizing
maternity and child-welfare centres throughout the
Presidency, because now the initiative and action in this
matter is left entirely to the discretion of the local bodies
and the municipalities or other voluntary agencies. When
we study what is being done in other countries to save
the life of mothers and children and also to relieve their
suffering, 1 believe that our Government is not doiag its
part of the duty by this most important branch of medical
relief. First of all, there are no well qualified women
olficers to take up the work of organizing and running
centres. In England thereare a number of women officers
who are engaged in the work of organising centres and
who are trained to guide and to direct the work at these
centres. Here, there is not one woman medical officer in
the Public Health Department. The value of propagarida
in plague, ¢holera, hookworm and other ailments have
been recognised here, but the value of propaganda for the
vital concerns of mothers aud children so as to save their
lives and to prevent their illness, is not recognised,
Yecause in the budget on public health, for propaganda,
for child-wellare aud social hygiene, etc., only a provision
of Rs. 6,000 is made, But in England, there is a senior
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woman medical officer whose reputation has spread even
to our country, Dr. Janet Campbell, under whom are
working a number of qualified medical officers.

These women medical officers are responsible for
the organisation of maternity and child-welfare centres
and they carry on enquiries and investigations into
the causation of maternal and infantile deaths. The
results are made known to the public, not only
through the press but also through a number of popular
pamphlets and through special propaganda officers.
These women officers visit the districts to enlist the
sympathy of the local people. Human nature is the same
all over and in England also; there was much ig-
norance among the people ; there was a high maternal
and infantile mortality. Onqly two years before the
Minister for Public Health in England mentioned
that a mother when she was asked to attend a child-
welfare centre, informed the health visitor that st
how she buried her six children and hence she knew how
to deal with the other. Now what do we find there: Every
mother knows how to take care of herself an¢
to bring up her children,

e knew

I knows how

The need for a Maternity and Child-welfare Act

No doubt all that is due to the education that
has been brought about withig a period of a few
years, and the Government assuming  the res-
ponsibility and the municipalities and local bodies
Co-operating with them. In England and Wales we
find there is ap enactment called the Maternity and
Child-welfare Act of 1918 by which t

are forced to OPen maternity and child
and to contribute 50 per cent of their income towards
their expenditure while the Government 1looks to the

he local bodies

welfare centres
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MA

. Joyment of proper staff, gives them periodical 1;5:1:;-
o °Yd directions through Government communiq e
ﬁons‘ anh is the Midwives' Act of 1903 'by which
g eret' ing midwife is made to register her
every pe ‘hse gmidwives are supervised by what are
e er ity supervisors and if there is any ne.glectv
called mate”} tze midwives, it is brought to the notice of
o partl (l)VIidwives' Council. They have also health
the Cen‘tmO ing to these activities in England and [Wales
school thewr,; ire 2218 maternity and child welfare
Z::ttié for a population of cnly as mu.ch as Oulj
i © 105 day nurseries, 107 maternity homes :
PreSlden’cy, 1 centres, 89+ health visitors and 80,000
64% a: tl.;z:. In addition to these salaried officers, there
'tramear!:ny of devoted and educated band of women
l:r::kers. No doubt, here also we have g(;tlltm;:(.:;
voluntary agencies in spite of the low ratetho 1i: oy
figure among our women. In Madras. ereOn e
provincial branch of the Red Cross Socxety.k on e
body there are many missionary lady wor; o
whom are associated our own womenf at.11 1mres.
only through that association that mofussi ;e t
been started ; but the Governme.nt so far has no
have )f ward to help them with any liberal grant. They
bave. Orted centres by giving grants, by the me@b?rs
e mmittee going to the mofussils and enlisting
f}f;h:y;()pathy of local men and. women. fThe’?r ha;:/e up
to now started about 40 centre‘s m. the mo us: . fver');
day, they are receiving applications from t e mofussi
for more centres and have no money to give them.

My Plea for a Health School

Then people ask for trained workers and health
visitors ; unfortunately thereis no health school here.
10
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Last year, we made an application to the Surgeon-
General for a grant {or opening a health school, because in
the absence of health visitors, these child-welfare centres
cannot” at all work efficiently; the health visitor
has to be an experienced woman, and onght to possess
the qualifications of a nurse and a midwife and should
possess a public health diploma. More than that, she
should have sympathy, love and devotion for the work,
because she has to go to the houses of the poor mothers
and advise them ; she has to enlist their sympathy, be a
friend and guide to them—which are qualities needed
for a health visitor. The Madras Corporation must be
congr: tulat:d on their work of maternity and child-
welfare relief and on the suaccess of their scheme.
But the mofussil municipalities and local boards are not
composéd of expert medical people. Therefore Govern-
ment ought to assume responsibility in this matter
of the most important and vital section of medical relief.

Then again if our girls want to train themselves as
health visitors, they have to go to Delhi. Just imagine
girls brought up under seclusion having been forced to go
to Delhi. Now the Red Cross association has realized the
necessity of opening a school ; with the help of the money
at its disposal and expecting money from the Govern-

' ment, they have launched upon the scheme of opening a

school in the month of July. We hope, that next yeat,
with the help and sympathy of the present Minister and

‘ ‘the Surgeon-General, we could get money for the school.

Train indigenous dhais for rural midwifery work

‘ As regards dhais, I could not speak on that subject
yesterday. The Minister himself does not seem to kaow

\ that in several districts in Northern India, many mothers

are attended to during child-birth by dhais who have been
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trained by healthvisitors in charge of maternity and child-
welfare centres. It is generally stated that people in
Southern India are more intelligent than those in Northern
India, and therefore I cannot believe that our dhais are
not coming forward tc get training. In Northern India
where there is so much of purdah, under this scheme,
dhais are attracted to these  maternity and
child-welfare centres by small presents. The lady
health visitor becomes their friend, gives them instruc-
tions and very soon, they come to realise the value of
such training, because it is very much appreciated by
the people among whom they practise. A similar scheme
can also be worked up here if the Government takes up
the responsibility of opening maternity and child-welfare
centres and employing lady health visitors who
will train the dhais in that area and make them
available to our mothers. As | mentioned yesterday,
our mothers are allowed to die in such large numbers
for want of help. Thirty thousand women of child-
‘bearing age died in 1927 from conditions mostly preven-
tible associated with pregnancy and labour. When
science has so much advanced, are we justified in allow-
ing our mothers to suffer and die? Mr. Nevelle Cham-
berlain, speaking on motherhood’s scourge (I hope
our Minister also will echo a similar sentiment) said :—

‘It seems to me a terrible thing that to-day out of 250
mothers one dies in child-birth and equally terrible that
the rate has petsisted and unchanged for the last twenty
years. And that is not really the whole measure of the
injury that is being doune. One must not only remember
what happens when the mother is taken away and
the child cannot have the care which the mother alone
can show. We must also think of the mothers who

emerge [rom confinement partly injuried in health, the

o
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nervous system shattered, unable to fulfill the full duties-
of mother herself.’

How much more acute is our condition, where the
figure for maternal mortality for our Presidency is 20 per
thousand. Therefore I submit, on behalf of the suffering
mothers and children, that this House should strongly’
support this motion by which we may have a properly
organised maternity scheme, so that mothers and children
may have the advantage of scientific trained help at the
time of their need. With these words, I move my cut.
motion for the acceptence of the House.”

In the above motions and discussions, I
was heartily supported by the whole Council,
but the hon. Minister not giving any definite
reply I moved the following resolution on
the 8th August of the same year.

“ This council recommends to the Government thar highly
qualified medical women should be appointed on the
Public Healtl Staff to organise and develop maternity
and child-welfare work in the mauner best suited to
this Province to supervise midiives and dhais and to

attend to the medical inspection of school girls and

womnen students.”

Qe :

Sir, in every country, in all progressive and
advancefi countries, this work of maternity and child-
welfare is done by women.* That should apply with
E:::ater i:orce to India where a good number of our
fm:e‘:::rzx:g purdah anq never would take medical aid.
colt e m;g{reat .ma)ority of them never even con-
i Ior dlseas?s associated with pregnancy
A o f h may bring to the notice of the hon.

ers of this House the fact that an ext i

raordinary

* '\ .
Vide memorandam of medical women in India to Lady Irwi
¥y Llrwin..
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amount of suffering and death during child-birth goes

anrelieved in this country. The infant mortality rate
and also the still-birth rate are very high. Yet there are
no co-ordinated efforts made to organize child-welfare
and maternity centres and reduce the sulterings of
mothers and children. Itis witha view to bring to the
notice of this House the great need for such welfare

centres in this country that I have brought forward this

resolution.
Sir, 1 have got acopy of the report of the Public

}Heaith Department in my hand. It says ‘In the year
1927 more than 88 per cent of deaths in infants from
congenital debility and prematurity occurred in children
under the age of one month.’ It says ‘ there is a tremend-

ous need for the development of pre-natal care—that is,

care of the expectant mother.’

Coming to maternity death rate it records 15 per
1000 while in England and Wales it is 4.3 per thousand.
Thirty thousand women died in this Presidency in the

-year 1927 as the result of child-birth, 30 per cent of

whom could have been saved if skilled and scientific help

.were made available to them during child-birth, because

the diseases to which they succumbed were largely puer-

peral sepsis, and hence preventible.

In the rural areas the condition is still worse;
because medical aid to women by women is administered
only in cities and municipalities, while in districts and in
rutal areas only 3.4 per centof the women are attended to
by trained midwives ; whereas in civilized countries cent
per cent of women are attended to by trained midwives.
The report itself says ‘ this figure of 30,000 mothers’
deaths reveals the painful fact that the bitterest tragedy
in life was enacted in such homes.’

_ Just consider the serious consequences of a mother’s

3



.
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death on other children in the family. Not only are the
:"mfs deprived of the mothers but the children are
eprived of that love and care which a mother alone can

besto . ,
w upon her children. It is these considerations:

which i
c have induced other countries to devote so much
are upon their mothers.

Again in the year 1927 a conference was held’

i i .
n Delhi composed of expert medical men and wo-

m : ,
en and social workers, which conference has passed

:‘:lsar.esolution unanimously : ‘ That a lady trained
an%l n:;e‘"t fO.l‘ all work connected with infant welfare
appoiﬁtadermty care, preferably an Indian, should be
They we on thf’ public health otaff in each province.
with ere of opinion that greater association of women

public health staff would afford facilities for such

medical rel; .
1 N .
‘ ef being organised on a sound basis and ona

lar

Ingie:;::sl:;xtegg:i“ the association of medical women in

‘Excellency Lady Ir::_emm‘fs\n‘dum the other day to Her

Yﬁll-qualiﬁed and “alin. They pointed out that a woman

~ province on the pubyned should be appointed in every
ic health staff as Assistant Directot

to the Director of Publ;
Proy ublic Health. Further, in the United

- Provinces they h
o y have already ot 5 good example. There

oman on the .
public health staff who has turned’

. _out very good w
ork, Itj
..Ahat she has organize S reported in that memorandur

d .
greatly increased the num}:eve“hve work and she has
welfare centres. She arr:,: of the maternity and child-

visits many h ges lectures and 1
greatest vafue :llhc céntres. All this :vx:)rkp?srszrflath};
 could not be doneo;,mtry like India where such a work.
with the committee zf men. Further my association
Welfare Association has‘he Madras Maternity and Child-
which I i convinced i
would like to place he fore th[i:e ;f certain facts
ouse.
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 The Maternity and Child-Welfare division of the
provincial branch of the Indian Red Cross Society
is a voluntary association composed of missionary
women and Indian Women who are interested in
the child-welfare and maternity work. They have
already opened 69 centres in the districts. This is
how a centre is started : the association sends out a
missionary worker to enlist the sympathy of the local
people and to find honorary workers, and the Association
itself giving a grant of Rs. 25 towards the expensesofa
centre. The local committee is responsible for the
appointment of the stall and appoints very often ill-
(ualified and untrained nurses. Very many defects have
been brought to our notice ; in some centres the staff are

pot trained, and the proper equipment is wanting.

Certain municipalities do not take interest in the work
and the financial condition does not permit of this
useful work even in places where they have been
able to find honoraty workers. It is reported that
local people appreciate the work of these centres for
the mothers and children. I may submit that these
maternity and child-welfare centres ought to serve as
educational centres (they are not dispensaries) and
as such they ought to be run by well-trained health visi-
tors. A health visitor combines the qualification via
nurse and a midwile and is also trained for public health
work, as her work is more of prevention of diseases than
cure. She educates the mother on the laws of hygiene
and health and how best to take care of her
children. In these days when medical science is very
much advanced we ought to aim at prevention rather
than cure, So these maternity and child-welfare centres
should have trained people to give the public expert
advice for which work experienced,well ualified and well-
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trained women are quite essential. The value of this work
cannot be realised by the municipalities or local bodies
unless it is pointed out to them. Hence the Pablic Health
Department ought to take the initiative in these matters. In
England the Ministry of Health takes a full share of res-
~ ponsibility in such health schemes. As the welfare of the
mother is the welfare of the nation the cost of the mater-
nity and child-welfare schemes forms the first charge on
the finance of the State. They have appointed highly
qualified medical officers to give advice to local bodies, to

organise and to develop the centres on proper lines. -

These women doctors also carry on research and investi-
gation into the causation of maternal and infantile deaths.
Then the results of their enquiry are made knowa to the
public both through the press, through a number of popu-
lar pamphlets and through special propaganda officers.
These women officers visit the districts to enlist the
sympathy and the co-operation of the local peopie to
such health schemes.

This is how maternity and child-welfare work is

<carried on in other countries. There is no use of giving

treatment in hospitals after the disease hasadvanced. We
must educate the people on the laws of health and dis-
semitfhte scientific knowledge among them so as to make
that knowledge available to every father and mother in
this country. To do this most effectively, we need well-
qualified women inthe Health Administrative staff of
the country, who would plan out schemes, see that the
schemes are carried out into practice and also convince
the people and the Government of the necessity for such
work.  The Report of the Ministry of Health in England
says:

‘ Now in the year 1924 when investigation showed
that maternal mortality did not show any reduction in

MATERNITY AND CHILD-WELFARE 153

spite of repeated attempts, the Ministry got so much con-
cerned with that position that they communicated with the
local authorities up and down the country calling attention
to the need of ante-natal work, maternity centres and
maternity beds and such educational measures as will
create an informed and enlightened public opinion in
regard to the question of maternal mortality.’

All that is possible here only if the State comes
{orward with finance and proper staff to help such health
schemes. With these words, I commend the resolution
to the acceptance of the House."”

The Maharajah of Pithapura}m very
kindly came forward to second this resolu-

tion.

« Mr. President, Sir, I have very great pleasure in
seconding the resolution so ably moved by my esteemed
friend, our honoured Deputy President. It is well known
that our ladies feel shy of male doctors. There are some
who would rather suffer and prefer death to consulting
men doctors. The mover has dealt with the motion so
thoroughly that very little more need be said b? me. I
only hope that every one of the Members of this Houfe
will support this motion and that the Govemment. will
not come forward with the plea that no funds are available

for this purpose.”
The whole Council being unanimously in
its favour, the resolution witha slight amend-
ment was accepted by the Minister. Mr.

Muthiah Mudaliar, the then Minister in charge

has made provision in 1930 budget for the
post of an Assistant Directress in the Public
Health Department, fora qualified maternity
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and child-welfare staff and for a liberal grant
to the Red Cross Society Health School.

Under medical demand, I wanted to
discuss the need for increasing the number

of posts for the women medical graduates in
the provincial medical service also the desir-
ability of employing women graduates of
medicine in the District and Taluk head-
quarters hospitals and creating a grade for
women assistant surgeons similar to tHat of
the men ; but owing to want of time I could
not move the resolutions.

We women are grateful to the then
Minister for Public Health, Mr. Muthia
Mudaliar who evinced a very keen interest in
tHe question of medical relief to women and
children, and it was largely due to him that
the provision in the budget for a woman
directress on the Public Health Department,
for an increased maternity and child-welfare
staff and also for a liberal grant to the Red
Cross Health School has been made and we
hope that his successor would sece that the

grants are utilised for those schemes for

which they have been already ear-marked.

X1V

RESERVATION OF SEATS FOR
WOMEN ON THE MUNICIPALITIES,
DISTRICT AND LOCAL BOARDS

During the discussion on the amendments
to the District, Municipalities and the Local
Boards Act, I put in a plea for reservation of
seats for women, which, I am glad, has Lecn
conceded to by the Council.

‘ Mr. President, Sir, [ am very grateful to the lion.
Minister for having brought forward this amending Bilt
" for the removal of sex disqualification, which will enahle
women to stand the chance of election along with men
candidates. But, I find that in one of the clauses he
allots some reservation of seats for some minority com-
munities and backward classes, such as Muhammadans,
Indian Christians, Adi-Dravidas and Adi-Andhras. [
desire to point out in this connection that the legal and
economic position of women in this country especially of
the Hindu women is very inferior to men of the depressed:
and the backward classes. We know thatin the districts,
however educated, however useful and however intelli-
genta woman may be, she is considered always inferior to
men. Again, the number of women voters are very few
as there are very few tax-payers among women and hence
the women candidates cannot depend upon the women
voters themselves. [learn from a very reliable source
that men candidates have to spend a good amount of
money upon elections and our women bave no economic
independence, very few of them being wage-earners.
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We do not inherit our fathers’ property, we are not
entitled to the property of our husbands, most of our
women are married at a very early age and become wives
and mothers. So how can you expect the women to find
money to spend at the election campaign > (Mr. S. Satya-
murti : Women have Jewels).

Sir, the hon. Member of the University says that
the women are adorned with jewels. Yes, that is so
because men adorn them with jewels, give them silk
sarees and they may even give them motor cars to go to
beach ; but independence is quite a different matter.
They are like dolls in our homes quite subservient to our
‘men. ' For some years more, till women are educated,
till we get economic independence and get equal share in
the property when even daughters are entitled to a share
in the property as sons and also the wives share the
husband's property as the Muhammadan Law or the
Christiar: Law allows now, we would not be in a position
20 face the elections along with men candidates.

Then again, there are not many working class
-women here in India as in IEngland, where it is the labour-
ers and workers that have returned the dozen women
candidates to the Parliament. We have no such
‘women workers here to realize their interests and to see
that women are returned to these representative bodies.
(A voice : What about the tyranny of the home:; Asan
hon. Member has stated the Ilindu woman is no doubt
the mistress of the house. (ur men always take a pride
in stating that the Hindu woman is mistress of the house.
I do not deny that they ate masters so far as the giving
-of food, looking after the children, washing of the
clothes and cleaning of the house are concerned : but
when it comes to the matter of spending money, the wife
cannot give even a rupee subscription for a good object
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without getting the permission of the mother-in-law or
the husband, or cannot even oblige a brother or a friend
with a loan of money or the car. That is the position of
our Hindu women.

In regard to the importance of women serving on:
these municipalities, I contend that the functions of a
municipality are in a large measure the functions of a.
house. A healthy family and a happy family will depend:
upon the supply of pure water, good provisions, a well-
lighted and well-ventilated house and a good drainage
system. But what are the duties of a woman in the
house > Her duty is to keep the house tidy and clean,
to prepare food for her husband, to ook after the-children
and to see that they get adequate medical relief and
proper education. I ask the hon. Members whether these
are not the duties of municipalities > When the women
are recognized as mistresses of the house, why not our City
fathers consider them as such in the administration of
municipalities. Thetefore I plead before this hon. House
that when they take up this question in the Select Com-
mittee, they might amend the Bill suitably so that they
may at least reserve two seats for women in every
municipality and also as Mr. James has suggested in his
speech,if you retain nomination,you may also show us that
concession till our laws between the sexes are equalized.

I opposed the separate electorates for

women for the following reasons:

“ Mr. President, Sir, I am sorry I will have to op1>0§e
this motion for a separate electoral roll for women candi-
dates. We do not want toform a separate caste and
thereby’ create a sex barrier because, in actuality, men
and women have to co-operate in every detail of life,
whether in the education of our children orin social
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reconstruction or in any change of our customary Jaws or
usages. Unless men and women co-operate, there
cannot be any progress either for the individual or for the
nation. As father and mother are to a family, so are men
and women in the administration of the country, as it is
so well stated by that immortal poet, ‘ Man and woman
vise or sink together’ ; but it may be asked why then do we
want reservation of seats for women when men's and
women's interests are identical. But we want women to
represent the women's point of view and hence reserva-
tion for women is necessary. There should be division
of labour also and many a problem concerning life—such
as health and moral reforms, child labour, care of preg-
nant and nursing women and medical relief to women
and children—would need the valuable advice of women.
There are also other weighty reasonsagainst this separate
electorate for women ; because in the present stage of
our existence, the majority of our women are not tax-
payers and the educated women do not possess the
ftanchi.se. Further the purdah women are not conver-
sant with the changes that are taking place in the world
as they are not in touch with the moving world and
the:efore we will have to secure the goodwill of their
‘méf"when we go in for their votes. Again the majority
-of our women are illiterate, thereby I do not imply that
thfy'are lacking in intelligence and understanding and
-efficient management of their homes.

I feel, Sir, that illiterate women will be more
‘conservative than educated women. Now we need
many changes. If we want to come on a level with
the other Progressive nations of the world, we d
want radical changes in our society.‘ We ;l .
to get rid of many of the social evils th heems

‘ at are keepin
us down. So unless we have e

the sympathy and
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cooperation of our men in our struggle for our rightful
place in society we cannot come out successfully in the
elections. Therefore, I oppose the motion for a separate
electrol roll for women.”
My remarks on an hon. Member's amendment asking
for separate communal electorates

.+ Mr. President, Sir, I would not have risen to speak
had it not been for the fact that Mr. Wood observed that
he was not convinced by the arguments I advanced the
other day to delete the clause in reference to women. I
rise to support the original clause in the Bill for a joint
electorate.

Now, women have got a better chance of being
returned by the joint electorates than by the separate
electorate because Indiais diiterent in many respects
from the Western countries. Ve have been getting
many reforms as marriage reform or reform in the
matter of inheritance rights through our men and they
have been responsible for our uplift so far. Even to-day
we have many men both in the Assembly and in this
House to advocate our cause and were it not for the co-
operation and sympathy which I have received and
continue to receive at the hands of my brother councillors,
1 would not have been able to pilot many of my resolu-
tions and Bills in this Council.

I will now refer to the grant of {ranchise to women.
The motion for the grant of franchise to women was
moved soon after the introduction of the Montague
reforms b§/ the present L.aw Member the hon. Dewan
Bahadur Sir M. Krishuan Nayar and was accepted un-
animously by the Council. Now, had it not been for all
ihese noble efforts on the part of our men in the past and
also in the present, I would not have come into this
Council atall.s These are the reasons that impel me to
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oppose this motl'()n.

are very f
e a}r'eev:!n:ilucated wome.n possessing the vote. Wo-
reforms and he:ceC?:eSfeﬂi/: :Ve ;"d ol woprore 2l
ot : s no chance of women be;j
: men;:naetde:;zt;otgs by these conservative women.belzr.\lg
and therelne der day very few women are tax-payers
adult o isy .onot possess the vote. So unless
would by oo beglven, even women qualified to stand
v in apre b cause the educated women have no
e hus@;}nced 'of property. Widows have no
inherit their a‘n s property and daughters do not
wagecarer Pfrs. property. Very few women are
e respect.i gain, the condition of our women in
Westoes cou:t r.lot the same as that of women in
unmarried andnesv,vagvevtiiie manyCO[ e are e
e - rs. onsequent|
N p:r(:::e:;e T¥xe;1y have to protect tlheir iite::set};
of e o wn.h men in all the departments
2o e D wanty the q.uestion now arises:
fter fh o 2 'reservatlon of seats
thoy ot sl e ; Interests so very wel]? Why should
A questionles;B representative bodies> [ answer-
are pecessary to rs e e day by ying that w;)men
many of o pYOblc:}prese?t t.he women’s point of view in
labour, maternity b‘:::;::e::g il life such as child
the education of our éhild::: ‘::;:;d[?nedical f.e“efaﬂd
ding hygiene and

In many of the

why
if men look

Even to-day in the districts, there- 77;: hon. President
men should hav

women sh
"
a joint electorate.

Dr. J/ftt/zulez,és/tmz' Redd: :

tion of seats.
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estion is not whether wo-

«« Order, order. The qu
but whether

e representatives Of not,

ould be represented by a separate electorate or

« That is what [ am answering, Mr. President. The

d naturally arise why women want reserva-

question woul
t because men

- We want reservation no
would be opposed to our interests, but because women’s
point of view should be represented by women..

« The purdah women also possess votes, but unless
ave the goodwill of their men, they will not be
their votes. For those reasons I

lectorate for women .

they h :
allowed to exercise

oppose the separate €

On relief to the Destitute old and Young
The Maharaja of Pithapuram was good

enough to move the following resolution in

the Council:
e This Council vecommuends to the Governnient th

at immedt-

ate steps be taken to form a commitiee to enquive and
report as to the best way of giving veliefto the destitute
orphan boys and girls and to destitute persons of all
ages who are unable to earn their living owing to any
plysical or mental defect, disease or old age’.

Which I seconded.

~ “Mr. Chairman, I heartily support this resolution
because I feel that a committee of men and women social
workers is very necessary to inquire into this important
problem of giving relief to destitute orphan boys and girls
and to destitute persons of all ages who are unable to earn
their living owing to any physical or mental defect,

11
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disease or old age. No doubt we have certain
homes throughout the Presidency to take care of some
of these people. But these homes have to be
organised in order that they may be run on the most up-
to-date lines. Now we are thankful to the Government
of Madras for having started the Madras Children's Aid
Society. The aim of that society is very comprehensive
and it is liberally financed by Government. Itisnota
home for persons without means of livelihood as it
provides only for the reception of juvenile ottenders, who
are given over to the society by the police. Itisa training
school for them to reform their life, so that they may be-
come useful and good citizens. For the last so many years
I have been associated with some of these institutions, and
I see that delinquents and juvenile offendersare receiving
the best attention from Government while the destitutes
and orphan children do not receive any attention at all.
Sir, I think the House will agree with me when I state that
the prevention of crime is better than the cure of crime.
And for the cure of crime we have got several reformatory
schools ; for example, we have a reformatory school in
Chingleput, one at Ranipet and one at Rajahmundry and
these schools take into their custody boys after they
have committed crimes like theft, or house-breaking,
eic. What we desire to see is that no crime is
committed. This should be the aim of the State.
We have got a home for the blind, the mentally defective
people and the deaf. No doubt all these are necessary.
But we should see that the number of criminals, juvenile
offenders and sick people in this country are lessened.
Sir, we have the Madras Children Act, which I submitis a
most inadequate Act. I do not know why the Government
of Madras has not copied the Bombay Children Act, the
Calcutta Children Act, the English Children Act, whea
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. -passing the Madras Children Act of 1920. For the

information of the House I may state that the Madras
Chijjdren Act contain certain sections from the
English Children Act of 1906. Therefore I find no
reason why they have not copied other sections also which
provide for such cases as are contemplated in the present
resolution. The present Madras Act provides only for
taking into custody vagrant children and those who have
committed crimes but no provision exists for neglected
children, children subject to parental abuse, and for
preventing children from falling into the hands of
wicked and undesirable persons. Now these provisions
should be added to the present Madras Children Act, and
therefore 1 emphasize that the Act should be amended
on the most modern lines. In this connexion I would
also point out that the grant given by Government is
Rs. 10 for each certified child, that is a child, sent by the
court to a certified school. As itis, Government would
not protect any child without means, unless it
has committed some offence, been tried for the same
and has been punished by the court. So it amounts
to this, If you want a child to be given shelter in
a Government orphanage, the child must be a vagrant-
destitute or a delinquent. What the State is doing at

present is to encourage neglect of children by the parents
or guardians and encourage crime. Sir,I do not wantto

take up the time of the House but I should like to state

that in all other countries, there is suitable legislation to

protect children, as without legislation in these matters

nothing is possible. 1 shall quote one instance from my

personal experience. A few days back a very old woman,

respectable looking, brought to me two girls of about eight

and nine years old, very handsome, and wanted me to

Lave them under my care, which I have done. The

3
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woman visited them for some time, and now she has dis
appeared. As there is no provision in the law for the
protection of minor girls, against parental abuse though I
have a mind to get the girls educated and trained in some
useful profession, I am not able to help them. The mother
who is now hiding somewhere may come later on,
and claim her children. We have copied foreign
countries in the matter of medical relief ; we have copied
other countries in the matter of education ; we have copied
them in the system of administration. Then why should
we not copy them in the matter of ‘Child Reform:.’
With these words I whole heartedly support the resolu-
tion.”

The motion was put and adopted, but
so far, nothing has been done to give effect
to this resolution.

I hold the view that women are by nature
best fitted to do service to the young and old:
and especially in the administration of the
laws to protect those who need such protec-
tion, the co-oporation and help of women will

be highly valuable. Therefore I gave notice
of these two resolutions.

“ This Council recommends to the Government that e gnali
Sfiedwhole time woman officer be appointed to assist the
Government in working out the provisions of the
Madras Children’s Act, 1920, and to orcanise and
supervise Childven Aid Societics and other allied
institutions.”

“This Council recommends to the Govermment that a woman
Jactory inspector be appointed to look after the interests

of the women labourers and children belozw the age of
16 n the Presidency Mills.”
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Women Police

And also I was given an opportunity to
.speak on the desirability of employing women
police or women welfare workers to deal with
‘moral and mental delinquents.

““ Mr. President, I have given notice of a motion to
speak under demand for Police. Sir, there 2‘1re on the Sta-
.tute Book a number of laws for the protection of women
and children. 1 feel that the help and CO-Ope;ation of
women should be secured for working these Acts in a
humane spirit by employing women in the police depart-
ment. This idea of having women in the policfa force may
‘he a novel one to many of us in this country. When women
,entered the professions, such as medical, nursing, legal
etc., they were not at first welcomed, but now when they
have made themselves useful, their help is sought after by
the public in all these directions. Sir, it is necessary
that we should have women employed in the Police
‘Department to deal with women criminals and juvenile
oifenders. I would go further and say that if justice is
“to be done to the poor, helpless and friendless women
accused of crimes, the co-operation of members of their
own sex should be secured. Sir, in countries like
.reat Britain, Germany and Austria, as the reports in my .
‘hands show, women police are functioning successfull)‘:,
In Austria they are called police assistants and their
duties are to deal with juvenile offenders, to take evid-
ence from the women criminals, to accompany them
to the police station, to prevent begging by children, to
help the police in the investigation of brothels. and the
examination of women who are accused of crimes and

-sexual offences. '
In England the public are strongly in favour

-
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of increasing the women police. There are already
about 150 police-women in Great-Britain. In Austria
the police olficer is in favour of increasing the number.
This is what the report says:— ‘' There are no women
police in Austria. About 27 women known as assistants
are employed in Police Welfare Departments. Police
President Schober intends to add 13 qulified women to
their number in January 1928 and is in favour of women
police. Some of the assistants are employed in com-
bating the activities of those who traftic in women and
in connection with beggars, women and childern whose
morals are in danger and juveniles who are morally and
physically neglected. They accompany women and
children to police courts and institutions, are present at
the taking of depositions from them in cases of sex crimes
and misdemeanours, endeavour to reclaim women who
drink and protect those whose husbands drink. They act
as wardresses in prisons and take charge of a Police
Juvenile Home and Hoste! for women and girls.’

Lately in Liverpool a motion to employ women
police was passed. Those that were in favour of the
resolution advocated that if both the sexes have to be
‘protected, the presence of women on the police is very
necessary. Now we have an Act for the suppression of

. immoral traffic and that Act gives power to the police

not below the rank of sub-inspectors to enter the
brothels- Now if we have women trained in welfare
.work they would be of great help in this work
We do not want women of the constable grade but we

want women of higher educational standard who have:

had training in welfare work, namely experienced nurses
who are now doing the duties of health visitors. Women

doctors will be very necessary. We will have to
examine the age of girls,

Especially when the Sarda-
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ed the age of children will have to be detected
which can be done only with the help of w.omen doctors.
Any law that has to be administered will -have to be

- istered in such a way so as not to adversely af{ect
admin’s nd the weak. The arm of law does not aftect
the I?oﬁr a’[‘hey do not need our protection. It is only
e sed and the down-trodden that need our help.
t}:e de};res we know and we realize that in administering
Lo oftt;?s kind it is only the poor that are oppressed
laws 0 lested. The other day we had a case of a poor
and. me e:da .woman who for the small theft of an
Adl-”;iwwag taken to the police station. By quoting
umbre’’s I‘ do not mean to castany reflection on the
the'se Ca;et}s,e olice. For the maintenance of law and
action © a:’e l;reat]y indebted to the police. In Great
Of(f‘er' wtehe Women’s Association has urged the necessity
?Orrxt?:;f; presence of women in thf: police force, even
though for discipline and preservation of law and order,
British police has been famed all over the world. In thf':
particular ~ case I have quoted above, the poor Adi-
Dravida woman was molested for the theft of an umbrella.
She was really innocent. Her guilt was not eve;n p’roved.
She was taken to the police station at about 8 o’ clock
. the night, kept in a room, deprived of her cloth and
in the gC s of this sort should be dealt with by women
been. a\j\;omen are helping the judges as jurors in
In Madras itself and in other district

Act is enforc

workers.
other countries.

centres they serv
both by men and women. If we want the law

e as honorary magistrates. Crimes are

committed . .
to be just and to be equitably administered without pre-

ce to either parties of both sexes, both men and

judi ' an
” te with each other in the adminis-

women should co-opera her .
tration of thatlaw That is my submission, Sir.

Again the other day the wife of a poor oil-monger
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was seduced by a brothel-keeper and her husband came
and asked me to help him in the matter. [ tried
my very best and sent my nurse who was clever enough
to bring away that oil-monger’'s wife from the brothel.
But the brothel-keeper again by some influence or other
succeeded in seducing her and taking her away from her
husband. In this incident I could not get the help of the
police in getting the woman back from the brothel. We
all know how the police deal with the women vegetable
gellers in China Bazaar Road. With regard to these women-
vegetable sellers, we had interpellations in this Council
the other day about the way in which they were molested
by the police. After all, these poor women may be in-
nocent. So what I submit is that the law should protect
the innocents. We want trained women ; let us not call
them police women, but let us call them police assistants
or police welfare workers. The Commissioner of Police in
the examination of women criminals and the determina-
tion of the age of girls may need the help of women. Even
criminals may not like to be examined by men. They
have also a certain amount of self-respect and may refuse
to be examined by men doctors. Why should we do
things which may be revolting to them? Even in
Austria the association of women went on a deputation to
the Police Commissioner and urged that it was necessary
to have women on the police force and the Commissioner
of Police listened to them very carefully and gave a
" sympathetic reply. In this country where there is so
much of seclusion of women and where women do not
move freely with men, unfortunately when the former
become victims of certain crimes, why should we make
their position still more unbearable and miserable? I
appeal to this hon. House and also the hon. the Home
Member to look into this matter and remedy the existing

employment of

Luestion
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tate of affairs, Tam very glad that the term of the hon.
. Member has been extended by one year.
e in the office for the last three years and his
te has bec knowledge must go agreat way to help
] er administration of law. Now we have }Tad
n the‘pX‘Op in the passing of the Bill for the suppression
his assis 84 d immoral traffic. The hon. the Home
of brothels ;ence of the working of the Madras
hat Act needs many amendments

experience and

Member has had exper

Chi - ent . .
(/h‘ld"e;‘ ACtt. lix\;g it on a line with similar legislation
ble us to

gressive countries. I hope before
ffice he will see that a suitable
o work these Actsin a just and

to ena
that exists in other pro
he retires from his ©
machinery 1S <':,reated t
humane spirit.

I put also interpellations to ascertain the
p

ishes of the Government in regard to the
wishe

Women Police.

\Vill the hon. the Home Member be pleased to

state : (2) whether he is aware that the Indian Delegation
Bba‘)t'sh Social Hygiene Councii recomme.nded that

of the .n ‘d olice women should be obtained from
o tra B¢ p'n educated Indian women in police and
England to ttri‘e work among women and children, and to
o 90 prOte.C l cases involving women and children; and
handle ?/Bhffethe answer be in the affirmative, whether

I commendation has ever been considered, and if so
the re

with what resalt ? . ‘
Women Labourers 11 the Mills

Question

Will the hon. the Home Member be pleased to

state -
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{a; the number of women workers in the Madura
Mills and if there is any place of privacy for them to nurse
their babies ?

(&) If the answer to (2) be in the negative, will he
be pleased to take immediate steps to provide them with
some convenient place for the mothers to nurse their
babies?

(e) Tfitis a fact that the women workers of the
Harvey Mills in Tuticorin are not allowed to go out
during the working hours to nurse their babies ?

. fa) If the answer to () be in the affirmative will he be
pleased to take immediate steps to remedy those unsatis-
factory state of affairs ?

Diet of Reformatory School-Children

Question

Will the hon. the Home Member be pleased to
state :

(a) the diet that is given to the boys of the
Ranipet, Chinglepet and Rajahmundry Reformatory
Schools ?

(6) If the food is vegetrarian or non-vegetarian ?

(¢) If vegetarian, if any quantity of dball, ghee or
oil and butter-milk is being given to make it a complete:
diet?

() If any Food Specialist like Col. Mac Carrison
has been consulted in the matter ?

(e) If the answer to (4 be in the negative, will the
hon. the Home Member be pleased to consult the proper
authorities and supply the growing children with healthy
and nourishing food to prevent the future development
of deficiency diseases like Tuberculosis, Rickets. Beri-
Beri etc.,’

o /ng fo move
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[ am sorry to state that the Government did not
give any satisfactory reply to the above (Queries.

Adi-Dravida Girls’ Education

Syhat the allotment of Rs. j7.500 Jor
je vedused by Rs. 100. to point out the

iyection ‘ ' V
D {ifference to the edncational interests of

departmmf’.v e :
the Adi-Dravida girls.
«The Labour Department was create(-l in 1919.
There is the report in my hand—from which I -::ee
e department has been devoting all its attention
that;hls edzcational peeds of the boys only, beca\'xse
° o here are 99+ schools for boys but no mention
1 hnd(;ha:)fta:; schools for girls. There have also been
is mace

given 2 number 0

:ndustrial training. . . '
3)n;iO fee remissions and 110 scholarships for industrial
u:- € a

{ scholarships for educational and
I find there are 330 scholarships.

o But only two have been set apart for Adi-
"a‘mf;g' ls. Again about the hostels, there are two
g;ﬁ,‘;‘ma;fené .hostels one at Masulipatam and another at
Madras. Even there hostel for girls was never thought O_f'
So, Sir I should like to know whether the department is
Do, i, y for looking after the education of Adi-Dravida

i it for hoth boys and girls. Coming to the
boys o-r "1 departmeml find there is no special scholar-
ed};(‘,atxomlll for Adi-Dravida girls. Out of the 27
ship at h*} < for unmarried Hindu girls, the Principal of
s;hot; lp\.?Villingdon College has been good enough to
:al(:e aw};y two scholarships and award them to the
Adi-Dravida girls because there have been a good
er of applications from the latter. I do not want

there onl

b
?: ;ncity like this, that a separate hostel should be run

for Adi-Dravida girls. But for want of a good hostel, even
for the girls of other communities, Adi-Dravida girls have
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had to suffer for want of accommodation. Of course in the
mofussils the difficulties are very many. In the mofussils
the people are not prepared to have Adi-Dravida girls in
acommon hostel. 1 feel it is very necessary for the
Labour Department to open hostels at least for a number
-of districts in one place so that the Adi-Dravida girls in
the mofussils may have the benefit of higher education.
The Department does not seem to have realized the
importance of higher education for girls of the backward
community. I need not point out to the hon. Members
that if better sanitation, better health or even social
reform is to result from education, it should come from
the educated women of the community. Of course
there are scholarships ranging from Rs. 3 to Rs. 7 given
by the Labour Department for both boys and girls. But
the Principal of the Lady Willingdon College writes to
say that no application has been received for these
scholarships because Rs. 3 to Rs. 7 are not enough
for the girls for their boarding and lodgirg charges.
1 therefore respectfully submit that both the Labour
Department and the Educational Department should
devote at least as much attention to the girls as they
have been giving to the hoys all along.”

Question

Will the hon. the Minister for Education be pleased
to stateif he has read through the Annual Report for

1928-1929 of the Lady Willingdon Training College for
Women, Madras ?

If the answer be in the affirmat

ive, will he be pleas-
ed to state : P

(@) if he is taking any urgent steps to remedy the
very unsatisfactory state of things in the College, () in
respect of accommodation in the College, (%) in the

Supply of ¢
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'ux;ior school Tholasingaperumal Koil Street, Triplicane
J ]

d (i) in the Hostels. o
nd )(/;) if he would sanction the grant for medicai

inspection to the training students as asked by the

:cinal in the report. .
Prmmpall‘ Is the hon. the Minister aware that this

aestion of accommodation for the College, t.he school
:nd the Hostel has been brought to the notice of the
Government during all these three years both théOUgh
interpellations in the Council and through Budget Cats.

onveyances to the school going Muslim girls.

I have been connected for the last. two yeax:'s with

Association  of Muslim Ladies in the (,xty' of
thed They have prepared a memorandum, publish-
I:fiaitmisx; all the local newspapers, and also submitt‘e'd
the same to the Government. I donot ?ropose': to take
up your time by reading it. The Muslim ladies urge
that they are seriously affected by the order of the
Government stopping the supply of conveyanc? -to
muslim girls that are attending the Hobart T}'am.mg
School, as that will handicap the education of their girls.
There are gitls studying in the primary classes a‘s well as
in the higher classes, and it happens that tl.le girls have
sisters, of which the older ones attend .the higher classes
while the younger Ones attend the primary class?s.d IE
the younger girls of the prim?ry classes are deprlve. o
the conveyance facilities, wl'nle the older ones g(; IE a
conveyance, they are deprived of the co.mpany of their
older sisters. If a parent has ‘got five girls, all of them
attending the same school, it must be a very great
grievance to the parent that the yot.mger ones are not
only made to walk but are also df'epnve.d of the ?rote?-
tion of their older sisters. That is pointed outin this

memorandum by the parents of gitls.
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Itis true, they say, that a few of them realize the
evils of the purdah system, but as the majority of the
community is wedded to the custom, although a few
educated men and women of that community realize the
disadvantages of purdah, the few are unable to puta
stop to the custom, especially when the majority of the
population is illiterate. Hence they stroungly urge that
the women ought not to be penalized and be deprived
of the benefit of education.

Another reason that has been given in the memo-
randum is that women of the Muslim community are very
backward in éducation compared with the women of
other ‘communities. Now we know that women of other
communities like Hindus and Christians go about {reely
giving lectures and doing propaganda work for the
abolition of early marriage and other evil customs that
are hindering the progress of women in particular and
the society in general which the Muslim ladies, owing to
this custom of purdah, are unable to do because being
backward in education they dare not go out and preach
to the people. Hence they plead that they ought not to
be punished for a custom for which they are not responsi-
ble. As higher education advances among them, and a
greater percentage of women become educated they
will have the necessary moral courage to over-ride the
custom.

Another point is this: Sir, most of the girls attend-
ing the Hobart Training School come {rom the poorer
classgs of the Muslim community. The richer classes
send their girls to the Convent schools. The poor people
that are residing in the neighbourhood of the Hobart
Training School are sending their children to this school.
They are so poor that they cannot afford to provide
conveyance facilities and they will he obliged to stop the
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education of their children, and thus the advantages of
education would be denied to them. As the education
of the women of a community will facilitate its social,
economic and political progress I feel, that the Govern-
ment should find money to give that enlightenment and
education to the Muslim .women.”

We are thankful to Government for
erecting a hostel in the compound of the
Hobart Training and Secondary School for
the benefit of the muslim girls and fpr sanc-
tioning free conveyance for all muslim girls
attending that school over the age of ten.
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1930 BUDGET

WING to my illness, T did not take part
O in the general discussion of the budget
for 1930, but I got well enough to attend.the
Council during the latter half of that session.

1930 Budget being the last one during the
life-time of this Council, my speech as.well as
the Minister’s reply will, I am sure, interest

the public.

« Mr. President, Sir, I move—
‘To reduce the allotment of Rs. 929,700 for
Government Arts Colleges by Rs 100.
To discuss on
(1) the establishment of a regular school medical
service ?
(2) the institution of special subjects in high
schools and colleges for women ; and
(3) encouragerzent of higher education amongst
girls of backward communities by instituting special
scholarships in the Arts Colleges.’

"‘Mr. President, Sir,] am very gratful to the hon.
Minister for Education for having made a provision in
the budget for the introduction of alternative courses of
study in the Queen Mary’s College, Madras.

Alternative Courses for Girls

I should only point out that the alternative courses
should be suitable to our Indian conditions. Now we

1930 BUDGET 177

need not go far for an example. We have got Professor
Karve's Indian University and the syllabus is framed to
satisfy our needs. They are not only practical but also’
they have an economic and cultural value. Under Pro-
fessor Karve’s scheme prominence is given to the verna-
culars. Vernacular language is very easy to master and
the knowledge could be readily assimilated. The need
for the imparting of instruction in the vernacular language
is paramount, Sir, Macaulay's filtration theory has
been a failure. Prolessor Kaive's University follows
the Japan University model. Japan is a free nation and
they are acquiring the western system of lmoWledge
through their vernaculars. But in our high' schools
LEnglish claims the primary attention. No doubt we do
want a knowledge of English to be in touch with the
modern sciences and with the woild conditions. But
the education which we give to our girls should be such
as to render them efficient housebolders, intelligent
mothers and good citizens. I have known educated
young women who are not able to feed their children.
This is because they do not receive any instruction in
their high school careers in hygiene, biology and physio-
logy. Physiology, as every hon. Member is aware, deals
with the functions of the human body. [t is much more
essential for our boys and girls to know the functions of
their body than to learn geography or history of the
other parts of the world. In Professor Karve's scheme,
anatomy is also taught and also a little of Bacteriology
and composition of food stuffs, needle-work, music,
painting and drawing which make a woman accomplished
in the real sense of the word. In my opinion these
subiects should be included in the curriculam of our
schools. (I am glad that thereis a provision in the

12
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budget for music in the B. A. class) 1 should suggest that
all the above subjects sheuld be taught in the high school
classes themselves; for it is seldom that our girls are sent
to schools after their 15th or 16th year and therefore it
is necessary that their education should be finished before
that time.

Sir, the Bombay University has recognized the
Entrance Examination of the Karve's High School for
students who want to take up medicine. They have also
recognized the training schoul for teachers. Many of the
graduates of that University are Principals and Head-
nxistre§ses ; they have heen found to be capable,
efficient and good administrators and they have not been
found wanting in culture or enlightenment. The object
of education is not only to give the pupils cultural
enlightenment but also to-make them useful and in
Professor Karve's experience the women who had passed
out of his Univeristy have been found to be public-
spirited and self sacrificing which is the aim of all
education. But on the contrary, Sir, we {ind that young
women who have spent so many years in our schools
here are not even able to feed their children nor able
to keep their homes clean and sanitary.

" Special subjects could be taught only by special
teachers. Now anybody teaches hygiene or domestic
science. We want teachers who are specialized in the
above subjects.

School Medical Service

School medical service isa very important branch

~of preventive medicine. The value of school medical ser-
vice has not been sufficiently understood in this country.

In the high schools they have made it compulsory for

boys but not for girls. In the case of primary school

pupils it is compulsory only where compulsion is already
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in existence. The Principal of the Lady Willingdon
College has reported that she finds it very necessary that
the gitls undergoing training as teachers should have the
benefit of medical inspection. The school medical
service should be organized as maternity services. The
physical education committee has made certain re-
commendations. There was also a women’s committee

on physical education which has made similar re-

commendations. Government must see that these re-
commendations are carried out as early as possible. The
aim of school medical service is very well brought
out in the report of the school medical officer in I’ngland,
Sir George Newman. He says that the object of

education is not only to develop the mind of children

but also to make them alert, active and healthy citizens.
We will have healthy intellect only ina healthy hody.
It the body is neglected, whatever knowledge the
individual might possess and however intelligent he may
be, he may not be able when he comes out of the school
to use that knowledge for the benefit of himself and the
community. The school medical inspection is not done
here by special officers. Itis very often done by in-
experienced ofticers who have not had any training. This

should be done by those medical officers who have had a
course in the eye hospital, the nose and the throat hospital.
Children suffer from ailments of ear, nose, etc., and if
they are neglected they may end in serious complication,
incapacitate and invalidate them for life. These
should be attended to by trained medical men. Tt will
he only then that the money spent on them will be
remunerative. When medical inspection is done in the
primary schools and the high schools, itis left to the
parents of the children to carry out the instructions or
not. The authorities shouid see that the instructions are
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-fully carried out. It has also an educative value. When

the pupil is taught hygiene }nd the principles of health,.

the parents are also indirectly influenced. The Public

Health department is spending much money on teaching

" principles of hygiene and sanitation to the common
people, If medical inspection is introduced into all the
schools and if care is taken to have it efficiently done,
children will be taught the principles of health atan
impressionable age. From the report of the other
countries we know that such teaching has produced good
results. Further medical inspection is one of the best
methods of introducing rural medical relief and I hope
therefore that those hon. Members who are for the
development of rural medical relief will support my
motion. If medical inspection is done regularly and
proper instruction is giver on the principles of health it
will benefit the poor children as well as the rich, the
illiterate as well as the ignorant in the country,

Secondary Education for Girls

The secondary education for girls isin a backward
condition. and particularly that of the muslim girls.
There are many mission aided secondary schools
" forzgirls. Our girls do not attend mission schools
because many of them are boarding schoolsand are away
from the crowded localities of the city. Unless the
secondary education of girls is provincialized there is no
chance of any large number of girls having the benefit
of secondary education. Secondary education is in
the hands of three agencies—the district boards
or the local boards, the municipalities and the Local
Government. The district boards and the local bodies
have not .taken any initiative in respect of second-
it lementary ‘sdacutons” N ey e
. w we find that the
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. Government have not opened any school in the course of

last year. As there are very few secondary schools for
girls in the mofussil, girls come to Madras and, not
finding accommodation here, they have to return
home without any education. Unless we have a suffi-
cient number of girls who have had secondary education,
we will not have enough number of women teachers for
.elementary schools. Again we want them to be trained
as nurses, health visitors and midwives. Therefore,
a -sufficient number of secondary schools should be
opened. Again the scholarships are available only for a
few. The rest are handicapped for want of sufficient
number of scholarships. Among the backward communi-
ties very few women reach the stage of intermediate

.education ; for example, the Oriya girls do not get any

scholarships and they have to be going about asking in-
dividuals for financial help, If the backward people are
to come on a par with the other communities in respect
.of education and sutficient encouragement is not given to
them by the institution of special scholarships in the
high school and collegiate department, it is not possible
for these communities to make any progress.”
The Minister’'s Reply

“Mr. President, [ am sorry that the hon. the Deputy
President is not in the House this morning, because she
was referring to an important subject, the medical inspec-
tion of schools and colleges. She also referred to the
.curricula being differentiated with regard to girls in our
schools and colleges. The Surgeon-General was appoint-
ed to report on the medical inspection of schools in the
year 1927 and what he said was that medical inspection
should be conducted by a permanent stalt of medijcal
officers, assisted by part-time medical practitioners, the
former 'serving as anucleus for this inspection. The
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Surgeon-General’s recommendation was considered and
a scheme was drawn up to introduce it in the districts of
Chingleput and Coimbatore but the scheme was found to
be costly, and we have again asked the Director of Public
Instruction to submit a revised scheme. The scheme
will probably be considered in connection with the
budget for the year 1931—32. The scheme which was
proposed by the Surgeon-General wa‘ts so elaborate that
we thought it would be inexpedient in the present state
of our finance, when more money is required for the
spread of elementary education. It would be hard to
find the sum necessary for this and if the scheme was
introduced into these two districts only. we would have
to extend it to other districts as well, because there will
be no justification for having medical inspection on
elaborate lines only in two particular districts and not
for the whole province. That is the reason why we have
asked for a scheme which would be less costly, so that
the scheme could be tried in one or two districts to begin
with and then gradually extended throughout the whole
province.

With regard to the question of curricula, which
the hon. the Deputy President specifically raised, I would
point out domestic economy and sewing are taught

compulsorily in all the girls " schools and provision has

also been made for teaching both music and domestic
science in all the girls’ schools under the Government.

- The Secondary-School Leaving Certificate Board have
¢ now ineluded both music and domestic science as addi-

e s

tional subjects in the secondary school leaving certificate

course, and to.that extent, I may say that there has.
been a revision of the curricula, which the hon. the-

Deputy President has been asking for the last two or
three years. In the Queen Mary’s College also pro-
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vision has been made for teaching music in the
Intermediate classes and as will be seen from the
supplementary demand for which notice has been
given, it is also proposed to teach music in the
B. A. classes during the next academic year. (A voice
from the opposition : ‘Isit Indian or English music? )
It will be both Indian and English music. But, as there is
nobody who has taken English music in the Intermediate
classes, there will not be anyone taking it for the B.A.

The hon. the Deputy President also raised the
question of granting special scholarships for women
belonging to thie backward classes. In reply to that, I
may state that the following scholarships are being
awarded to the students in the ()ueen Mary's College :
16 scholarships in the Intermediate classes of Rs. 9 a
month and 10 scholarships in the B.A. classes of Rs, 14
a month and fee remission up to 20 per cent is given on
account of pupils who can show that they belong to any
of the backward communities mentioncd in the list under
the Grantin-Aid Code and who produce certificates
showing that their parents are not in a position to pay
their fees in full. With regard to the other colleges also,
the women students have a number of general scholar-
ships and half fee concessions given under the Madras
IEducational Rules. In a report which the Director
of Public Instruction submitted recently, he mentioned
that scholarships with regard to all classes were adequate;
as far asdepressed class pupils were concerned, they were
not quite adequate. Since the submission of that report,
the Government have now sanctioned the institution of
fifteen residential scholarships of the value of Rs. 25 a
month, tenable for depressed class students, both men
and women, in the various colleges concerned. In
instituting these scholarships the needs of the women of
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the depressed classes have been specifically kept in view
and if women come forward and continue their studies
to the collegiate standard, the question of giving them
some of the scholarships marked out for these classes
will be considered.

I think it is Dr. Mathulakshmi Reddi who raised
the question of hostels attached to the Lady Willingdon
Training College. There are three hostels now attached to
this college namely, the Ice House Hostel, the Indian
Christian Hostel and the Non-Brahmin Hindu Hostel. Itis
the intention of Government to see that these hostels are
combined into one; but the (uestion nowis to find a
suitable locality for it. Mr. President, the fishermen
village near the Ice House Hostel has been reserved for
the building of this hostel, and it is not possible to turn
out the fishermen from that place easily; for it ismot

- possible to find proper accommodation for them else-
where. You know in this country as well as elsewhere it
is very hard for a person to leave all on a sudden the
habitation that he has been having for well nigha
quarter of a century; and | hope some method will be
found by which these fisher-folk could be given better
accommodation in other places and then it will be
possible to build a hostel for all the three groups that

- now exist and thereby more accommodation for the
pupils reading in the Lady Willingdon Training College.
i In this connection I must mention that Rao
m,“d‘“ Vijayataghavalu Chettiar who owns a plot of

:laﬂl: \I)y the side of the college has offered to constructa
""a:):jeus:?»:::m:Bc;ahmin girls. The plans and estimates
oo y an have. been received and this hostel
ay be constructed during the year, because it is one of

_ private benefaction, and " if that jg done the necessary
accommodation for girls reading in the Lady Willingdon

.
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“Training College will be found.

I think it was Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi who raised
the question of medical inspection and asked whether it
was enforced. Medical inspection is compulsory in all
secondaty schools, in all colleges for men and women in
the Madras University area and in all elementary schools
where compulsory education has been introduced. The
scheme has been introduced optionally in the Andhra
University area and in secondary schools for girls. The
hon. Member, I think suggested that the scheme should
be made compulsory in secondary schools for girls and in
elementary schools for boys and girls. As T have said in
the heginning of my speech it is impossible to work it out
compulsarily for the simple reason that there are other
schemes for which money could not be found, if this is
adopted.”

Dr. Subbaroyan the then Minister in

charge of education and Local self-

Government has been very sympathetic
towards the women’s aspirations and has
favoured many schemes for the spread of
girls’ education during his ministry. The in-
stitution of advanced music, of science classes
and the alternative courses of study in the
Queen Mary’s College came about during his
period and a definite policy for the rapid
spread of women’s education such as the
opening of a number of training schools for
women teachers in the Presidency and of
oirls schools in school-less areas in the
districts, had been adopted.

gain compulsory system of physical in-
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struction in both boys’ and girls’ schools, the
appointment of a domestic science expert to
teach Home Science in the high schools for
girls, the introduction of medical inspection
in the secondary schools for girls and the
exemption of poor girls from the payment of
school fees, all these wise measures, will ever
stand to his credit.

Above all, his brave stand against com-
munal and caste hostels and his G.O. to help
the admission of the Adi-Dravida children
into common schools, cannot but evoke sym-
pathy and appreciation from the advanced
section of the public.

XVI

TODDY SHOPS AND EXCISE
LICENSING BOARD

: MY criticisms on the policy of the Excise

licensing Board in regard to the loca-

tion of the toddy shops.

“ want to place before this hon. House certain facts
which have come to my notice, and also the representa-
tions of the Women's Association in the City made to
the Licensing Board and the Government. [ am
very thankful to Mr. Cotterell for the first part of his
reply that private representations will be heard and given
effectto. Our experience has been otherwise. Ouly
Jast year the \Vomen's Christian Temperance Association
got a resolution signed by a number of women
and men citizens of the locality, 7z, Randall's Road,
and sent it to the Collector. [ myself wrote to the
Collector to give effect to that resolution. It was some-
time in July last that under the aaspices of the Mothers’
Asscciation they passed a resolution and sent it to the
Commissioner, to the Collector and to the Licensing
Board and so far we have not had any reply and
the toddy shop is going on very briskly in all its rigour.
Of course I do admit Mr. Cotterell's statement. that
fishermen would like to drink alter a hard day’s labour.
No doubt they would like because after working in the
hot sun they get naturally (atigued and consequently
they may like to take some drink, but the question is
‘will their wives and children like it ©° The condition of
labourers and the poor inhabitants of the cheris in the
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City of Madras is very pitiable. As the hon. Mover of
the adjournment motion has pointed out, these shops are
located on their way home and naturally the fishermen
after their hard days labour are tempted to drink. They
are illiterate labourers and they have not been taught the
evils of drink. Even if they have been taught, it is too
much to expect them not to drink ; because the toddy
shop-keepers sell meat and pickles with too much salt in
them with a view to increase the thirst of these labourers,
so that they may drink more tuddy. Not oaly they drink
too much but I have seen them inviting their friends to
dridk at the expense of their wives and children. [ have
seen little children taking toddy in those places. Under
these circumstances, I think that it is notin public
interest or health or morality of the people that these
shops should continue to exist in such objectionable
places. I am very thankf{ul to the hon. Minister for the
sanction of four lakhs of rupees. We know that in
Madras the revenue from excise is very large, being
33 per cent of the total revenue, and it tops the list
among other provinces. This large amount of revenue
comes from poor men's pockets. If you want to help
these poor people, the importation of foreign liquor
willbave to be stopped and the location of these toddy
shops should receive the consideration of the hon. the
Excise Minister and the Government. So long these
shops continue in these localities, no amount of
.ﬁ:e:pperance propaganda would have any effect upon the
~Toor inhabitants of those localities. No amount of
-education, no number of night schools, no amount of
improvement in hygiene and sanitation of those areas,
no amount of facilities for good housing will benefit the
poor because the men spend three-fourths of their
<arnings in the toddy shops and their wives have to go
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outside their homes to earn. The misery of those
families cannot be depicted in mere words.”

Prohibition

Dewan Bahadur B. Munisamy Naidu
moved a token cut to the demand for Excise,
for the introduction of total prohibition in
2 or 3 districts and I participated in that
debate also.

“Mr. President, Sir, [ would not have intervened in
the debate had it not been for some of the observations
made by Mr. R. Srinivasan about the efficiency of the
wage-earners after they tdke a bottle of drink, The
modern medical research has proved beyond all doubt
that drink lessens the wage-earning power. We know
America has introduced prohibition. The Americans.
are a business people. They care more for elficiency
than for anything else. They are the most successfy}
commercial people and traders of the world.  And they
have found after the introduction of complete and tota]
prohibition the wage-earning power of the citizen hag
increased. Even the Trade Unions have voted for
prohibition because they have found that the labourers
turn out more work when they are not drunk than when
drunk. Accidents have become less because when
prohibition was not introduced in America there were
more railway accidents and railway collisions and accid.-
ents in industrial firms. NowIam sure that Mr. Srin;.
vasan would be convinced that drink does not increase
the wage-earning capacity of labour. A very intelligent
wife once told me that she would rather prefer an
un.educated husband who is an idiot to an intelligent and
educated husband who is a drunkard. Now the question
facing this country is the problem of the poor labourers,
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When we see thousands of these labourers after a hard
day’s work in the mills sitting on the wayside near the
tocdy shops, it would certainly move anybody to take
immediate action to close those shops. No doubt
the liquor is not entirely under the control of
the Minister even though he is in charge of that port-
folio.

We know that the whole world is going in for
prohibition. The British Cabinet is a dry cabinet
because they have been returned by women. The Emperor
of Japan is a teetotaler. We have had illuminating
lectures from one of the American missionary workers,
Miss Mary Campbell, who has been touring throughout
the Presidency and I am inclined to believe all her state-
ments. She says that the people in this country,
rich and poor, demand prohibition and the country is
ready for prohibition. No doubt, stringent laws are
necessary to enforce prohibition. I was going through
the Lixcise report of the last year, When Government
closes a shop in one place the drunkards go to another
place for drink. Vested interests manufacture illicit
drink and they import liquor from Pondicherry. There-
fore a suitable machinery has to be employed. T am very
thankful to the hon. Minister for the amount that has
teen sanctioned for the propaganda. No doubt, we all
believe in educative propaganda but educative propa-
ganda must go hand in hand with effective legislation.

. Nowhere in the world these social evils have been put

down by propaganda alone. \Ve know that slavery
_ required legislation -

» so also piracy : social evils that
are longstanding cannot be remo

ganda alone.
been moved s
Dewan Bahad

ved by educative propa-
I do sympathize with the motion that has

0 ably by the Leader of the opposition,
ur B, Muniswami Naidu. His demand is
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very moderate one ; he wants prohibition to be intro-
a

Juced only in two or three selected distri.cts. Iam sur'e
\hat the hon. Minister also is sympathetic towards thfs
motion. Surely at a time when the whole cou.n.try Ts
demanding prohibition especiaﬂ).’ when o_ur rehglon.15.
against drink, if we had a dictator hkfe Musso%xm
we would have got what we Tvanted wnthogt gom‘g
through all the speech-making in the' Councxl.' T'his
Government having accepted the policy of bringing
about prohibition in twenty years, could they no‘t ac'cept
total prohibition at Jeast in one or two selected dl-stfxcts ?

On Birth-Control

“Mr. President, Sir, I am higl.\ly grateful to the tw.0
hon. Members of this House for having brought this
question before this Council, but I am sorry that' [ do not
entirely agree with both of themin all t‘he views the'y
have expressed. (Hear hear). Even though hirth-control .lS
necessary for certain conditions of health a'nd for certain
diseases which are communicable and which the? p?rent
should not propagate to the proge.ny, because it is for
the future generation that we should live, not so much fcfr
ourselves, I feel that it is rather premature for this
country to practise birth-control. Wl.mt we urgently fleed
is propaganda against infant marriages. There is ;10
meaning in tolerating marriages be'tween the ages o 8
and 12 and at the same time preaching to those children
birth-control. How are they to learn and how are they
to practise ? Instead of birth-control, we ought to teach
them self-control (Hear, hear.) Sir, science and experience
have proved that continence is conductive to health and
incontinence is productive of diseases. India famed for
its eminent philosophy, religion and spirituality should
give the above message to the world. Now ina country
where even the educated men and women, B.As. and
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M.As. do not realize the evils of early marriage, where int
Malabar a section of the Brahmins called Nambudris:
practise poligamy in an acute form, I feel birth-control
clinics and birth control teaching will only produce
irresponsibility among people. We want more maternity
and child-welfare centres to teach the people the sanctity
of motherhood and fatherhood. As there is not much
time for me, I will only read from the writings of that
Great spiritual leader, Mahatma Gandhi, who says:

‘I think it is the height of ignorance to believe that
the sexual actisan independent function necessary like
sleeping or eating. The world depends for its existence
on the act of generation, and as the world is the play-
ground of God, and a reflection of His glory, the act of
His glory, the act of generation skould be controlled for
the ordered growth of the world. He who realizes this
will control his lust at any cost, will ¢quip himself with
the knowledge necessary for the physical, mental and
spiritual well-being of the nation and give the benefit of
that knowledge to posterity.’

Therefore, what we really want is a chain of mater-
nity and childwelfare centres throughout the Presidency
and I have given notice also of a cut motion that these
centres should be liberally financed by the Government.
And if married women want advice, it may be givenat
those centres. Even in England the Ministry of Health
thought it premature to open birth-control clinics where
the people are cent per cent literate. Can it be said then

“4hat people here are ready for such a teaching ? Of course
" in their country it is the women that demand it, but here,
? our men are championing the cause of women for which
* we are grateful indeed. In my opinion we can wait till we
eradicate child marriages and till people become literate
and are able to use the knowledge given to them to the
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benefit not only of themselves but also of the commounity
at large. The Ministry of Health in England to a deputa-
tion of women who waited upon that body and to a
resolution of Lord Buckmaster replied as follows:

‘That maternity and childwelfare centres should
deal with expectant mothers and not with the married or
unmarried or those contemplating the use of contracep-
tives ; ante-natal centres ought to give advice with regard
to birth-control and exceptional cases where evidence of
pregnancy seems undesirable on medical grounds should
be referred to private medical practitioners or haspitals.’

“Iwould therefore appeal to the high officials that
are going about the country preaching birth-control and
also to the hon. Members of this House to start a campaign
against child-marriage. 'We know many such marriages
have taken place recently. Could those boys and girls
realize the responsibility of fatherhood and motherhood:"

The History of the Act for the Suppression of
Brothels and Immoral Traffic

.The.Macl ras Vigilance Association under the
wise direction and guidance of the Rt. Rev
E.H. M. Waller, Lord Bishop of Madras haci
bee_n carrying on intensive study and investi-
gation into the conditions of brothels in the
city of Madras, since 1924 and having felt the
need for legislation to close up the brothels in
the city, drafted a Bill on the model of {h
Bombay, Calcutta, Burma and X

Acts and had it ready by 1026. The Associa
tion appealed to Government to introduce it
as a Government measure, Not receivine
imv repliz from them, soon after my nominag
ton to the Counci i ion

0 the ncil, a combined deputation

the English



194 MY EXPERIENCE AS A LEGISLATOR

of the Madras Vigilance Association and
the Women’s Indian Association waited
upon the then Law Member, Sir C. P,
Ramaswamy Aiyer. He told us that the
Government would not introduce it as a
government measure but suggested that
it might be brought into the Council by a
private member. As] was already in charge
of another bill, we requested Mr. K. R.
Venkatarama Iyer, B.A.,B.L., of the Madura
constituency to introduce it, who kindly con-
sented to do so.

The public at that time were completely
ignorant of the steps that had been taken in
other countries for suppressing commercia-
lised vice. Owing to the small percentage of
educated women in the country, women
themselves had not given a thought to this
subject and had not read any recent literature
on the subject. Therefore much ignorance
prevailed here in regard to that question.
Prostitution was thought to be a necessary
evil and even some among the educated
believed it to be a necessity for the health
and well-being of men. The popular notion
s that men could not be continent.

} “But now a great change has come upon
he public mind within this period of four or
“hive years. Owing to the constant agitation
set up by the Vigilance and Women Associa-
tions both through the press and the plat-
form, the public have become convinced of
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the need for the control and suppression of
commercialised vice through legislation.

In this connection I must not omit to men-
tion two names—Mr. K. V. Sesha Ayyangar,
M.A.,, B.L., and Mrs. Jinarajadasa of the
Women’s Indian Association both of whom
have rendered ycoman service to the cause of
social purity in this Presidency as Joint
Secretaries of the Madras Vigilance Associa-
tion.

In addition Mr. K. V. Sesha A-yya'ngar’s
knowledge of law and his experience of
Indian conditions have been of very great
help to us in this matter.

Mr. K. R. Venkatarama lyer after one
year’s delay due to the fear that the Police
might abuse their power and oppress the
women who were after all in his opinion a
necessity to society, introduced it in anp
amended form with the following important
clauses contained in the vigilance bill deleted.

Living on Earnings of Prostitution

() Any person who knowingly lives wholly
or in part on the earnings of prostitution of another
or others shall be punished with whipping or imprison.
ment which may extend to Rs. 1000 or with any one o
more of them. ,

Presumyption

(¢} Where any petson is proved to be living
with or to be habitually in the company of a prost

R
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tute and to have exercised control. direction or

influence over her movements in such a manper as
to show that such person is aiding, abetting, or
compelling her prostitution with any other person
or generally it shall be presumed, until the contrary
is proved, that the person is knowingly living on the
earnings of prostitution.”

The Women’s Indian Association as well
as the Vigilance Association were not satisfied
with the amended bill; therefore I wrote to
the Government of India for sanction to
introduce the original vigilance bill in my
name and I obtained the sanction also; but
Mr. K. R. Venkatarama Iyer promising that
he would include the deleted clauses at the
select committee stage [ withdrew my motion
for introduction.

About that time, the report of the
League of Nations Expert Committee on the
traffic in women and children being available
if"Thdia, I circulated its findings and recom-
mendations among the members, published
them in the press and spoke on the same at
%eting of men and women. The discussion
-‘hftb,@,l?‘ll_l itself during its introduction and
&:s?ﬁg“:z:tti passage through the Council
‘when an hon. &Znﬁgethefpumm so much so
for circulation of the l{)‘o the House moved
, | ill among the public,
many hon. Members in the House opposed

the motion and defeated it by a majority,
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while all the press, both English and verna-
cular criticised the motion for circulation.

At the Select Committee stage, a ques-
tionnaire was issued to experienced social
workers, medical men and women, to the
Members of the Madras Vigilance Associa-
tion etfc., many important witnesses came
forward to give evidence before the Select
Committee and much valuable data was
collected during that stage. )

It was found that there are more than
600 brothels in the city alone, hundreds of
minor girls are forced to live in such
brothels, and the proceedings of the select
Committee during this stage having been
thrown open to the public and to the press,
the above findings were broadcasted, so much
so the public actually began to clamour for
legislation, while the members of the select
committee became thoroughly convinced of
the urgent need of such a measure not only
for this city but also for the whole Presi-
dency. Even the supporters of the safety-
valve-theory have bcen converted to the
creed of the abolitionists bzcause of the horri-
fying reports of the brothel life. The evi-
dence was unanimous on the following ques-
tions.

(1) On the immediate removal of minor
girls from brothels to a safe custody.

(2) On the separation of minor girls from
prostitute mothers.
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(3) On the inclusion of the prostitute
devadasis within the purview of the Bill.

(4) On the punishment of the third party
who live on the earnings of a prostitute.

My repeatec attempts to incorporate at
the Select Committee stage the deleted
clauses of the original Vigilance Bill into Mr.
K. R. Venkatrama Aiyer’s Bill having failed,
I had to content myself with writing a dis-
senting note signed by myself and a few other
hon. Members on the report of the Select
Committee in the hope that we might intro-
duce the clauses as amendments to his bill
during its final passage in the Council.

Minutes of Dissent

I consider that the Bill as shaped by the Select Com-
mittee is defective in this respect.
Any legislation for the suppression of immoral traffic
in women and children will be unsatisfactory and ineffec-
tive unless provision is made for the punishment of the
person who controls a prostitute and lives on the earnings
.+9f the prostitute. There cannot be any objection to
~ legislation for punishing any person for such earnings on

the ground of impropriety or incxpediency. The ex-

ploitation of female destitution and helplessness for
personal gain should not be allowed to go unpunished
‘jilg;‘;%i‘;y;civilised community. The only caution that must
" be obseived is to exclude from the purview of the Bill
- 'the‘ clags of persons who have to reside with prostitutes
tbn account of relationship but do not abet the prostitu=

ion or control the movements of the prostitute.

The essential ingredients of an offence of this class

are (1) intimate association for gain, (2) direction or
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- control over the prostitutes’ movements, and (3) abet-
ment of prostitution. Where these conditionsare satis-
fied, there cannot be any reasonable objection to provide

“for the punishment of this class of offenders. The clause
relating to this class of offence is an indispensable sup-
plement to that relating to the keeping of brothels. It
is not unlikely that the traffic in women will simply
change shape and flourish in spite of the suppression of
brothels unless and until this class of offence is made
punishable under the Bill. Itis therefore necessary to
insert a new clause in the Bill to the following effect: --

“Whoever knowingly lives wholly or in part on the earnings
of a prostitute and exercises control, direction or influence
over her movenents i such a manney as to show that he
or she is aiding, abetting, or compelling her prostitution
shall be punished with tmprisonment wwhicl may extend 1o
tzvo years ov ith finz which may extend to Rs. 1,000 op
with both.”

This clause is a great improvement over the corres-
ponding provisions of other enactments.

The corresponding section, section 06 of the Calcutta
Act runs thus:

(1% Any male person who knowingly lives wholly or
in part on the earnings of prostitution shall be punished
with imprisonment which may extend to three yeats or
with whipping or with both of these punishments and
also be liable to a fine which may extend to one
thousand rupees.

(2) Where a male person is proved- -

(@ to be living with or to he habitually in the
company of a prostitute, or

(¢) to have exercised control, direction or in-
fluence over the movements of a prostitute, in such a
manner as to show that he is aiding, abetting or compel-

R
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ling her prostitution with any other person or generally,
it shall be presumed, until the contrary is proved, that
he is knowingly livieg on the earnings of prostitution.

Section V of the Bombay Act and section VII of the
Burma Act are almost identical in terms as that of the
Calcutta Act. The corresponding provisions in the
English Enactment is to be found in  section 1 ol the
English \'agrancy Act of 1893, 61 and 62 of Victoria,
Chapter 39 as amendcd hy 2 and 3 George \', Chapter

. 20, sections 7 +1) and (4).

. . By these statutes it is provided that whoever know-
ingly lives wholly or in part on the earnings of prostitu-
tion shall be punished. Where a male is proved to be
living or habitually in the company of, or proved to have
exercised control, direction or influence over the move-

ments of a prostitute in such manner as to show that he

is aiding, abetting or compelling her prostitation with
any other person or generally, he shall, unless he can
satisfy the court to the contrary, be deemed to be kuow-
ingly living on the earnings of prostitution, Whoever
being a female, for the purpose of gain, exercises control,
dir%gtion ot influence over the movements of a prostitute
in such manner as to show that she is aiding, abetting or

g .
. compelling her prostitution with any person or generally
shall be punished,

The dissenting note was signed by me as
fjgelg by. Messrs. A. Ranganatha Mudaliar,
s‘ yed Tajudin, K. R. Venkatrama Aiyer, F. E.
izr‘:le_s andd t{ﬁl;dul Hamed Khan, who were
- convinced of the importanc

sity of the clause.” ® and the neces.

A deputation com
ut posed of the mem
of the Vigilance and the Women’s In(tl);rs
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‘Associations also waited upon His Excellency
Sir Frederick Stanley with a request that the
Government should allot one or two non-
official days for the discussion of the bill, and
also the amendments to punish the third
party living on the earnings of prostitution,
should be supported by the Government.
His Excellency promised the deputation that
he would do his best to see the Bill through.

31st January 1930 was allotted for the
final discussion of the bill. We were anxi-
ously looking forward to that date and I was
praying that my amendment to punish the
third party might be accepted by the Coun-
cil. The ways of providence are unfathom-
able: on the 3Ist day, a dear and near
relation of mine was taken suddenly and
seriousy ill. I had to tear myself away
from his bed-side and with an indescribable
pain and anguish of heart, I went to the
Counci! that day.

The fate of the bill which had been en-
gaging my mind for 4 years had to be decided
on that day as it was known that there was
no other non-official day available during the
life time of that Council. I thought of the
miserable lot of the many thousands of young
innocent helpless girls in our brothels, if this
bill shoud fail to become law or even if this
bill should be delayed by another 3 or 4 years.

As my father was lying unconscious and

did not respond to my prayers, I had the
14 e
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consolation that very soon his spirit would
bless me for having discharged my duty to the
public! Else I would not have had the strength
of mind to part from him at that supreme
moment and be present in the Council
chamber. My first amendment was

« Substitute—Prostitute is a person of either sex
who uses the body for promiscuous sexual intercourse,
under conditions of hire” for “ Prostitute means a
woman who offers her body to indiscriminate sexual
intercourse for hire.”

1 was not sure how the House would
receive that definition and therefore, I wished
‘thag the amendment should be moved by a
member of the other sex.

Mr. S. Arpudaswami Udayar, a gentleman
of real culture and enlightenment who very
kindly undertook to move that amendment
made a short and convincing speech.

. “There are provisions which penalize women who
“‘wre guilty of promiscuous sexual intercourse. There is
nothing which penalizes the man who is primarily res-
.ponsible for the moral degradation to which the
_woman is brought. Shskespeare says ‘Frailty, thy
féwe‘-is woman.” But it is always the man who is
+e8pbimible for shattering this frail vessel for bringing the
‘woman to a state of depravity, embittering her
futore existence, deserting her and making her eke
out her livelihood in this most abominable manuer,
Everyb'ody understands that this kind of promiscuons
sexual intercourse is a social evil and a moral evil. [t g
an evil both in the case of the man and in that of the
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" woman. The former has no excuse whatever. He is

married. Why, being faithless to ‘his wife, being dis-
obedient to his parents and attaching himself to a woman
of this nature, should he not be considered as an abettor
and a person primarily responsible for this? Ishe not to
be penalized for this physical, moral and social evil ? Is
all the responsibility to be thrown only on the woman ! Is
she alone to be penalized for this crime? Therefore, Sir,
1 think the House will do well to accept this definition
in preference to the one given in the Bill, although the
latter is the accepted definition the world over.”

It was ably seconded by the Swarajist

Member Mr. R. Nagan Gowda who said :

“I do not think the House will agree to two’:
standards of morality hbeing set up, one for man and
another lor woman. [ think, Sir, that as one of the
famous woikers in the cause of better morality stated,
woman alone is burdened with the legal consequences of
a mutual act, The State propagates the distastrous
idea that there is a different morality for the two sexes.”

““ That is someting which we cannot accept. It may
be stated in defence of this idea that woman alone ig
usually the guilty person. To thisI say that it is not only
the woman thatis to be blamed, but the man also should
be blamed. In my opinion, it is the man who is more
guilty than the woman, because of the fact that he is
more capable and is usually the cause of the act. Besides,
Sir, this idea of a single code of morality for both man
and woman is not new to the ethics of this country., We
have always had in this country the same standard for
man and for woman. We bave always held Rama as the
symbol of faithfulness to his wife and Sita also has been
held as the embodiment of chastity in woman. Ougr
sacred books abound with these moral codes. There.

»
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{ore this is nothing new to this country. And besides,
Sir, by adopting this amendment we would not be
subjecting either the man or the woman to any legal
consequences as that is not included in the Billatall. I
therefore suggest that the amendment be accepted by the

House.”

Mr. R. Nagan Gowda was followed by
Mr.J. A. Saldana and Mr. A. Ranganatha
Mudaliar, both of whom in a very able and
convincing speech supported the amendment.
Then there was some opposition from one or
two councillors when I spoke giving my
support to the amendment :

«]am very thankful to the hon. Members of this
House who have maintained that there should be only
one lofty standard of morality for both the sexes. On
this occasion 1 may bring to their notice the resolu-
tions passed at the various International \Vomen's
Conferences.

I. “That all human beings being equal, that is to
. say subject to the same natural laws, whether physical or
moral, alllegal enactments must be equal for all,
both men and women alike in their wording and
application. .
II. ¢ That all laws, measures or regulations deal-
“-ing with public order and public morals shall be so
framed as not to differentiate between the sexes, either
on their wordimg or in their enforcement.’

“I submit, Sir, that we are not by this Bill punishing
individual prostitutes. There is no clause here to punish
prostitutes. We are only giving the definition of the
word ‘Prostitute’. In doing so, if we leave out one party
-altogether who has to bear alarge share of the crime,
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then we are repeating the ancient wrong of punishing
only oneof thetwo parties. All laws dealing with
public morality or public order should be so framed as
not to differentiate between the sexes. We do realize

that the power of legislation is very limited, and that we

cannot hope to enforce high ideals of morality on
individuals by means of legislation. It can come only
through education, eatly training and through good
sacial customs but it is absolutely necessary to get rid of
unjust, partial, oppressive and impure laws. All those
laws which coenduce to the pleasures of men, but not to
the happiness of women are uujust and unreai%o'nable,
Itis impossible to clear our cities of prostitutes until
men and women are treated alike in matters of sex
morality. “Without male chastity female chastity is
not possible.” Much wrong has been done by the old
notions, that only women can be chaste and men cannot
be chaste, The Hindu conception of morality was very
high at one time. No doubt at the present moment we
have fallen away frcm our ancient ideals. The stories
of Rishi Visvamitra and Indra, the king of the Devas,
who were punished for their misdeeds are illustrations of
this fact. So India once famed for its high spirituality

-and sex morality, in this period of national regeneration

and national revival should bring back all that was best
in the past. I really cannot see why we should not
accept the proposed definition which will be acceptable
to all just and right-thinking men and women all over
the world. As there is nothing in the definition that is
already in this Bill to show that it applies to men also, it
is liable to be misinterpreted by the authorities whom
we are now empowering by this legislation to punish the
victims. Let us therefore accept this amendment, If
the house does not agree to the amendment, let it delete
the harmful clause altogether.”
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Mr. F. E. James of the European Group
strongly supported me. Ultimately the House
agreed to retain the following definition of
prostitution.

“ Prostitution means indiscriminate sexual inter-
course for hire,”

The harmful clause discriminating bet-
ween the sexes having been deleted.

The Select Committee has fixed the age
at 18 for girls to be rescued from brothels
but the Government Member moved an
amendment to reduce the age to 16 which I
strongly opposed.

“ Sir, I oppose this amendment proposed by the

hon. the Home Member. It is a very serious matter that
-girls even under the age of 21 should be procured and
kept inside brothels. Those who have heard of brothel
life will sympathiz¢ with my views. We know that even
girls of the age of 106 to 18 are not able to decide what
is good for them. Public opinion is very much in my
favour as all the witnesses who appeared before the
Select Committee were for raising the age of protection
-t021. The Apgeof Consent Committee also, which
toured throughout India has made this recommendation.
They were of opinion that girls of the age of 16 are not
in a position to decide what is good for themselves.
i.. Moreover, our girls are brought up in seclusion, they
Po¥sess little education and if they happen to be taken
to a brothe, they undergo tortures there, and they do
not know how to escape from them. They are the victims
of brothel keepers, This isa question, Sir, concerning
the sacred rights of children and the rights of humanity.
The other day we read the case of a tender girl. She
was between 16 and 18 years of age. She was Jed
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away to a brothel life: she had not known that life
before | she did not know what was going to become of
her : she was there for 15 days; one day when the
brothel keeper was away, she ran out and reported the
matter to a police sub Inspector. In such cases should
we help the girl or not ? Are we to tell such girls that we
cannot protect them 7 The State has to do its duty to
these children while the public also owe a duty to these
minor girls. For my part, I1do not mind if these girls
are looked after by Christian missionaries if the Hindu
public do not come forward to give protection “to girls
below the age of 18, The civilized world-has fixed by
legislation that girls up to the age of 21 should be given
protection. Even according to the Criminal Amend-
ment Act of 1883 of England. any gitl under the age of
21 should not be allowed to be in a brothel. The
League of Nations also has decided on this age-limit.
Brothe! life is not a life which any human being would
long for. This life is forced upon these young girls.
Therefore 1 am for going beyond the age of 18 and
fixing itat 2. We have got reformatory schools for
boys of the ages of 18 and 21. DBoys between these
ages can take care of themselves much better than girls
of the same age. Girls who have nobody to look after
them do not know where to go. Ifsuch girlsare kept

in brothels, they are subjected to a most terrible life ; no

human being would like to live such alife. Are we to
tell these girls that we could not protect them?> These
are some of the questions which I would like the hon.
Members of this House to answer. If the Hindu public
do not come forward to help them, T would certainly put
them in Christian Homes. We have two such homes in
Madras, namely, the Good Shephard Convent and the

~ Salvation Army Home. Christian missions have spent
large sums_of money on our education, on medica]

i
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relief, etc. Moral disease is more harmful than physical
disease. Soul is more precious than the body. I would
rather like that such girls are accommodated in Christian
homes rather than allow them to live in brothels under-
going physical and moral torture.”

The Government was gracious enough to
withdraw the amendment and now the age
of protection is 18.

Then I proposed an amendment to the
effect that the police officers when entering
brothels for investigation and for rescuing
girls, should be accompanied by women
officers either paid or honorary appointed for
that purpose by the Government. Moving
theamendment I made the following remarks:

“Sir, in moving that amendment. my point is, as
the staff of the police will be increased to carry out the
provisions of this Bill, there should alsu be a number of
women social purity wotkers on thatstaif. Indeed
necessarily we will need a medical woman because the

- age of the girls in the brothels will have to be ascertained
and an examination of their person will have to be made.
In the western countries, to assist the Commissioner of
Police in the investigation of the brothels and also in the
examination of the inmates, there is a woman police
surgeon. That is what I want to gain by this amend-
ment., If this amendment s accepted, not only the work
of the police will be very much facilitated, but we will
also be respecting the sentiments of those women in the
brothels, because, however degraded they may be, stil
they have got, as human beings, a certain amount of self-
respect; hence they are likely to take ob

jection to being
examined by men-officers.”
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I was warmly seconded by many me.mbers
but the Government raising dlfﬁcul.tles of
financing the scheme, Idlrlnaec;tto withdraw

my amen .
Very;glet:lc:lr]léltyl c)gnsidered to be the most
important of all my ame11dment§, .the qla}u:ge
that has been left out of the original Vigil-
ance draft, I moved:

To punish the Third Party living on the earnings
of Prostitution.

“(hat a new clause be inserted as follows, after
clause 0, and the succeeding clauses be re-numbered :

«m  Whoever knowingly lives wholly or in part on
the earnings of a prostitute and exerci'ses control, direc-
tion or influence over her movements in such manner as
to show that he or she is aiding, abelfmg or co.mpelling
her prostitution shall be punished W{th imprisonment
which may extend to two years or with fine ,“vhnch may
extend to one thousand rupees, or with both.

“Gir, my submission is this: even though we
penalise brothel keeping, unless we penalise the com-
mercialized vice also, wherever it exists, the person who
makes a living out of the earnings of prostitution will be
left unaffected. Our object is to bring under legislation
all those procurers and all those who not only live on the
_earnings of the prostitute but also exercise control, direc-
tion or influence her movements. Of late, many glaring

instances have come to the notice of the police and also
to the attention of the sccial worlkers that young girls by
their own relations were made to lead a lile of immora-
lity. They were actually forced; and lately there was a
case where the aunt of the girl made her lead that life.

_ »
1
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- The girl herself did not like that because any human
being lias a natural abhorrence for such a life. So, the
.girl ran to the police station herself and reported the
matter. The aunt still claims the girl because she says
that the girl is a minor. The case is now before the criminal
session of the Police Department. The girl was brought to
our home and so I came to know all about it. There was
another case where the father himself was responsible for

_ the girl going astray- They should not only be looked

upon as criminals but the person he or she, who wants to

. ke alivelihood out of it, who wants to lead a luxurious

life out of the earnings of another who is selling her body,

certainly ‘he or she must be less than human. Sucha
person cannot be treated as a member of any civilized
society or a citizen of the State, and cannot claim the
rights of citizenship. Such a person ought to be looked
ddwn upon as a criminal, even as thieves and murderers.

Another case also came to us, where the father himself,

quite against the wishes of the girl, made her lead such a

lilfe. Later on the case went up to the court and the court

decided she was a major and the girl was allowed to have
her own way. Many girls have come to our Home, for

" help saying that their own relations in the house use
" them for the purpose of money-making and drive them to

lead that life. The law should surely give help to such

women who really crave for a better life, who, on

account of mere helplessness are forced to lead such a

“ Mfe. Thatis why, Sir, [ want this amendment to be

mtfoduced. This forms the central feature of the whole

Bill. Brothel-keeping might change shape and take

" another form, if this is not introduced. The brothel-

Keeper may get hold of one woman, control her move-

" tments and influence her to lead such a life. [ have

“ already stated in my note:
- “The essential irgredients of an offence of this class
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-are (1) intimate association® for gain, (2) direction or

control over the prostitute’s mcvements, and (3) abet-
ment of prostitution. Where these conditions are satis-
fied, there cannot be any reasonable objection to provide
for the punishment of this class of ottenders.’ ,

“This clause is not after all worded in a more severe

" form than the Acts which existin Calcutta, Burma and

Bombay. [do notsee any reason why Madras should
lag behind in this very important legislation. Madras is

‘supposed to be the most advanced in education in the

whole of India and also in the matter of the social and
political emancipation of women. Then, why should we
not have a clause like the one that exist in the other Pro-

-vinces of Bombay, Calcutta, Ceylon and Burma? Moreover

the question of punishing a third party for encouraging
this crime was considered by the League of Nations, and
they have also come to the decision that such a provision
should find a place in all legislation which is intended to
suppress commercialized vice. With these words,
I move this amendment.”

Mr. Ranganatha Mudaliar seconded me.

The Government Member opposed me for
the following reasons.

“Sir, T have to oppose this amendment. [ have
considered this very carefully and I think it will lead to
many practical difficulties and hardships, especially in a
province like ours where there is the institution of
Devadasis. On accouat of this I regretI hwe to oppose
this amendment.”

To which T replied :—

“Sir, as the hon. the Home Member has introduced
the question of the Devadasis, T would like to answer
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that point only. The question of the dedication of Deva-
dasis to temples has been engaging the attention of the
whole of India for the last 60 years, and there has been
legislation in the past also to put down this evil. This
same Council accepted a resolution asking this Govern-
ment and the Central Government, to undertake legisla-
tion to abolish dedication of women to Hindu temples. A
Bill has also been accepted to amend the Madras Hindu
Religious Endowments Act, in order to do away with the
Devadasi institution in tem ples, the object being that there
.should be no association of immorality with temple wor-
ship. . We know there are prostitutes among the Deva-
dasis. Of course, 1 would not blame them, because they
imagine that religion sanctions such a conduct and the
age-long custom is behind them. Now we have the Sarda
Act for penalising early matriages. Marriage is certainly
‘a practice that has been recognized by all the civiiized
nations as a very noble social convention and when we
work for putting down early marriages, the evils of early
consummation and early-wifehood, why not Govern-
ment support & legiclation that is intended to eradicate a
custom that encourages immorality. It is only in this
Presidency that Devadasi practice is widely prevalent ;
not so much in Bombay and there is nothing of that kind
in Calcutta ; and recently in the United Provinces, they
have passed an Act, called the Protection of Naik Girls'
Act. That Act goes even deeper. It authorizes the
* Magistrates in the distiicts to punish those families and
guardians or parents who bring up gir's to lead a life of
prostitution and thus they have struck at the very root of
the evil. T am told that these are heieditary prostitutes.
If I ray explain, the Devadasi class would have become
extinct long ago, if they had not been allowed to adopt
children. They take hold of unclaimed children or
sometimes they purchase beautiful children at heavy

-
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prices. When we know that prostitution is an ev'l, are
- we to tolerate such a practice and allow these childre,n to
carry on their hereditary evil trade ¢ These children are
trained even from their infancy to lead sucha life. Al
children are innocent and they can be moulded in.to
form we like. How could the enlightened and educ i“(}i’
members of our society posing themselves as b;elon a’e
to a civilized race tolerate a known evil that is comgmg
in the guise of custom and religion ? Are we (o b: a g o
to the exploitation of the rights of children; It 'party
raging humanity itself. So, in the name orjug‘ﬁce is gu't.
the name of humanity, I would ask the hon vth ;-? o
Member not to raise this point which hag beé‘n d?s cocd
in many Councils and in the Assembly, and the rfus'sed
of which has been accepted, Moreover, a resollju:f‘Clple
put down dedication has been accepted even b th'lon o
Council and a law has been passed. [ wouldythls oy
erefore

re?uest the hon, the Home Member not to obstruct social
r M - . h a
e orr(z; and social progress.  Sir, this is a very important
amendment which would strike at the very root of th
e

evil and rid the Preside i 0
ncy of this m i ;
o y st ancient socjal

My reply also was second
rajist Member, Mr. Nagan Gowilda 2);51116; vav;Ia-
F.E. James, the non-official Europ’ean Mey b .
who had the goodness also to vote agairs.rtntler
C.}overnment on this matter. The Colm s
sioner of Police who was an expert e
on the Government side Tember
opposed. my amendment.

During the discussion on my amend
ment, to my great surprise, one hn —
Member moved an amendment to r(;ny

most unexpectedly
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amendment—which is this: “Previded that
nothing in this Act shall apply to the
families of hereditary Devadasis now in exist-
ence”, which was seconded by another hon.
Member, their speeches being frequently inter-
rupted by laughter and questions showing that
the amendment was not acceptable to. the
Council. When it was put to the vote, it was
unammously voted down. Therefore this
_Act_as ‘it is, 1 feel glad to announce, does
nclude in its operation the Devadasis who
carry on- the business of prostitution, and
as a matter of course, the Act will give
protection to the Devadasi minor girls who
are found in houses of ill fame.

I must in justice and fairness state that
the majority in the Hous2 weie for accepting
my amendment, in a slightly altered form
atleast, but under the advice of its expert

officer the Government would not accept my .

clause. The above incident shows clearly
how some of the European Officials holding
responsible offices in this country never
care to keep themselves in touch with what
. is going on in the progressive world out-
“side.

- The League of Nations’ expert survey
has revealed ‘that in all civilized countries
there is penal legislation to punish the third
party who live on the earnings of prostitu-
tion and the British Indian Delegation that
-visited India in 1927, discussed the Vigi-

il

’
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Jlance bill with a few of its members

and had ‘pointed out that -the clause to
punish the third party who live on the
earnings of prostitution was a very import-
ant one. Still the Government has not been

"enlightened on that point. It was a most

unexpected turn of events that Government
itself which promised on the previous day to
be neutral towards this clause should have
opposed it with all its strength. Whether
such an action was due to ignorance ¢on the
part of the Government or due to the fear of
offending a certain section of people who
exploit female destitution and helplessness, it
is difficult for one to say; still the result is
the same-—the Madras Act has been weakened
by the deletion of that important clause
which was in the original Vigilance Bill.
From the moment I learnt that this Bill
had been introduced with the clause to
penalise the third party living on the earn-
ings of prostitution deleted, I became un-
happy. First of all, Ithought of introducing
the complete Bill myself and afterwards I
hoped to get the clause in during the select
committee stage, failing which, I was confid-
ent of its being accepted by the Council

‘during its final stage, as even the leader of

the opposition promised to support my
ameridment and the Home Member promised
me on the previous day that the Government
would be nﬂlt\at d}l *t»hls clause My failure
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216 -MY EXPERIENCE AS A LEGISLATOR

to get in the amendment was a sore dis-
appointment for me and I must confess that

I felt it keenly. On this occasion I missed

very much the Members of the Congress
Group, the majority of whom had been my
staunch supporters, who had then kept out
of the Council and I honestly felt that the
Council as was then constituted was not a
truly representative body.

While 1 sat brooding sadly over these
events, the President called out my name for
my tinal remarks on the Bill. T did not know
that I had to congratulate the Council after
the Bill had been passed into law and I was
not in a mood also to make a congratulatory
speech. Very reluctantly, I rose from my
seat and blurted out these few sentences.

“I begto thank, Mr. President, the hon. Members
of this House including yourself on behalf of the oppress-
ed and the depressed womanhood of this Presidency
for having passed this important piece of social legisla-
tion. This legislation has been loug overdue and even
though we are a bit late, as compared with other Presi-

dencies, it is a much better Act in one respect than that

of Bombay or Calcutta. Talso thank the author of the

Bill the hon. Member Mr. Venkatarama Ayyar for
readily taking it up ‘and piloting it through so success.
fully.

“ Sir, this legislation will Lelp the social workers and
also the authorities to protect minor girls who need very

much our protection. It will also to a great extent

. educate public opinion in Qi cy, because we

been intro-
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