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PREFACE

The following paper is an humble at-
tempt at a brief description of the history of
the Pallavas and the culture of their age, culled
from all available published sources and books
pearing on the subject, which are scattered and
can be gotat by the student only with difficulty.
A small account of Pallava administrative insti-
tutions is also given. This forms part of 2
geries of articles on «The Evolution of Political
Institutions in South India” appearing in The
Young Men of India. The author is greatly
indebted to the writings of, amongst others,
Messrs.V.Venkade;S.Krishnaswami Aiyangar,
Jouveau-Dubreuil, T. A. Gopinatha Rao, A.
Longhurst and K. V. Subramania Iyer, as well
as to The Indian Antiquary, The Epigraphia

" Indica, South Indian Inscriptions, the Annual

Reports of the Archzological Survey of the
Government of India and the Madras Reports
on Archzology and Epigraphy.



THE
HISTORY AND INSTITUTIONS
OF THE PALLAVAS

1. THE ORIGIN oF THE PALLAVAS

HE question of who the Pallavas were, has not, even
after years of controversy, been finally settled. Their
origin constitutes, in the words of an eminent his-
torian, one of the standing riddles of Indian history. Previous
writers put forward the theory that the Pallavas were 2
northern tribe, of probably Parthian origif, and, not being
able to settle in Northern India, continued their migration
right up to Kanchipuram. Certain authors, and in particu
Rai Bahadur V. Venkayya, assumin this l;ypqthesis, have
tried to_determine the date of Pallava migration to the
south. In his article on the Pallavas, in the Annual Report
¢‘;; the Archeological Survey of India, for 1906-7, Rai Bahadur
. Venkayya says that the Pallavas, agcordlpg to available
literary testimony, were already 2 ruling tribe in Puranic
times; and the act that they did not conform to Brah-
minical practices showed that “ they were either foreigners
actually or were gopne_cted with them.” The theory
of their Parthian origint is found even as early as when
Prof. Weber wrote nhis Histo;{; of Indian Literature; and
it held the field till recently almost unchallenged. Refer-
ences to the race of Pallavas in the Mahdbhdrata (Chap.
64 of Santi Parvan), in the Harivamsa (XIV, verses 15 to
19), and in Manu and Vishnu Purang, all make the Pallavas
figure in the lists of tribes on the frontiers of the Indus.
«They are also found to figure among the enemies over-
thrown by the Satavahanas, namely Gautamiputra Satakarni
and his son, The Ceylon chronicle also mentions a tract of
country which is located in that re%wn, which is named in
the Mahavamsa, Pallavabhogga.” All these references were
held to justify the assumption that the Pallavas were a body
of foreigners who entered India by way of the ‘north-west,
gradually became Hinduised, and forgot all about their
origin. _
Mr. V. Venkayya had, howeyver, a lurking suspicion that
the Pallavas were possibly. indigenous to South India, and
were probably 2 mixed tribe made of the Cholas and the
. Nagla‘s, who may denote some aboriginal tribe. Accordin
to Tamil tradition, the first Tondaiman, as the ruler

Kanchi and the surrounding region was ed, was the



century A.D. in epigraphs. The story of the origi
first Tondaiman, if true,

would support the theory of the
indigenous origin of the d

Dr. S. Kris Daswami Aiyangar in his article on “The
Origin and Early History “of the Pallavas of Kianchi”
épp. 20-66, Vol II, Part], of The Journal of Indiun History, and
/ i8 Some Contributions o South India to Indign
; Calcutta Univerqity),would eclare that the Pallavas |

their southern frontier province, stretching from the region
of Amarivati on the lower Krishna to the region of Kinchi
on the Palar. These Satavahana governors (probably of the
2nd century A.D.) eclipsed the ola power in the Tondai-
mandalam region, and came to be known as governors or
rulers of Tondaimandalam, or the Pallavg country, since the
term Tondaiyar is equated With the term Pallavas by Tamil
... Writers like Nachhinarkkiniyar, the great Commentator, and
the Vishnava Tirumangai A

Iwar, who g ks of Pallavan

hese Sataviahana

, aga or snake emblem which was also

~/used by the Pallavas on their banner. The Pallavas were

- probably the descendants of these Naga overnors, and
intmately connected with them, When the Andhra-Sztava-
hana empire broke up, early i i ., these
governors set up independently a8 rulers of ‘the Tonp

. mandalam region. ' "

Professor Jouveau-Dy breuil, of Pondicherry, worki
e basis of a study of the Valarpalayam plates (

Inscriptions, Vol. I, Part V),and the Vayalur inscription‘(No.
368 of 1908), engraved on a cubical pillar, declares that the first
historic ruler of the Pallava dynasty became king by marry-
inf the daughter of the Naga ruler of those parts (The Pallapas,
1917, p. 23). Again, in hjs Ancient Histor of the Deccan (1920)
he would reiterate the same view, number of coins,
,decnfhered to have been struck by the Satavahanas, wi
emblem ofa ship with two masts
symbol ” on th
coast between M

alore. Th
the Coromandel] coast which is in th it a1
under the rule of the Satavihanag
established themselves at Kanchi after
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succeeded the Satavihanas. These Chatu-Nagas were suc-
ceeded by the Pallavas. One of them, Mahasenapati Skanda-
Naga, was, under the last Satavahana, military governor of all
the country south of the Tungabhadra, from Banavasi
(Vaijayanti) and Chitaldrug in the west to almost up to the
region of the lower Krishna in the east. A celebrated
inscription of the Kadambas, who later ruled over the same
region, found at Talgunda (pp. 21-22, Rice's Mi{sore and Coorg)
says that Mayurasarman, the first king of the Kadamba
dynasty, conquered the country by fighting with the Pallavas.
It is, therefore, certain that the line of Skanda-Naga was
succeeded by the Pallavas in the possession of this region.
Three sets of copper plates, written in Prakrit in a very
archaic alphabet, the Mayidavolu copper plates (Epigraphia
Indica, Vol. V1, p. 84), the Hirahadagalli plates (Epigraphia
Indica, Vol. 1, p. 2), and the grant of Queen Chirudevi, found
in the Guntur District (Epigraphia Indica, Vol. VIII, p. 143)

prove that in the third century there reigned the Pallava

dynasty, which issued these Prakrit charters. Putting
together these three documents, the succession of the kings
mentioned in them could be easily arranged: Bappa Deva;
Skanda Varman with the prefixes Siva in two plates an
Vijaya in the third; the prince Buddhavarman, husband of
Charudévi; and Prince Buddhayamkura.

Bappa Deva was of the Bharadvaja Gotra ; and he, like the
Tamil Karikala, destroyed the jungle and converted it into
arable land, diggixlx(g tanks and providing for irrigation. His
son ruled over Kanchi as his headquarters. here were
four generations of these rulers; “it may be two dynasties
of two each, who ruled over this territory.” The Prakrit
charters themselves have got to be regarded on paleographi-
cal considerations as earlier than the southward march. of

the famous Samudra Gupts, i.e. about A.D. 350 at the lagtest;

when a monarch of the name Vishnugopa was ruling at
Kanchi. The Mayidavolu plates and the British Museum
plates of Charudévi give us a gllm¥se into the political
condition J)revailing in those days. The Mayidavolu grant
was issued from Kanchipuram by the heir-apparent to the
Governor of Amaravati ?Dhanakada) in the modern Guntur
District; and the donative village was situated in the Andhra-
tha, The Pallava dominions included at this time not only
anchi and the surrounding territory, but also the Telu
country as far north as the river Krishna. In the Hirahada-
galli plates, the monarch Sivaskanda Varman is said to have
g‘erfom}ed the Agnishtéma, Vdjapéya and Aswameédha sacifices.
hat his dominions must have been extensive is clear from
the grant which is addressed to lords of provinces, royal
princes, generals, rulers of districts, customs house officers,
B:efects of countries, and others. “The land granted was to
free from taxes . .. from the taking of sweet and sour
milk, . . . from troubles about salt ang sugar, from forced
labour, from the taking of oxen in succession, from the
taking o’f grass and wood, from the taking of vegetables and
flowers” (Arch. Survey of India Report for 1906-7, pp. 22-23).

d.
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etc.) belonged. This is why the Vayalur inscription gives
first the names of the kings of the dynasty of Kanchi (of
Nandivarman) and then of those of Palakkada. He would
also try to construct the chronology of this line of kings,
starting from Simhavishnu, who lived at the end of the sixth
century, about A.D. 590, and by givin? to each generation
a duration of 28 years, arrive at A.D. 470 as the approximate
date for Simhavarman 1. .

There is one difficulty. We know, from the famous
Harisena inscription on the Asoka Pillar at Allahabad, that
the emperor Samudragupta vanquished Vishnugopa of
Kanchi about A.D.340. Prof. Dubreuil would suggest that
when Samudragupta advanced to the south of the Godavari,

Mantaraja who reigned near the Kolair lake, his neighbour \

the king of Vengi and Vishnugopa of Kanchi and Uirasena
of Palakka formed a coalition to stop the invader. Who was
this Vishnugopa of Kanchi? This is, according to Prof.
Dubreuil, an immediate successor of Bucidhayamkura, the last
king mentioned in the Prakrit charters, and he ruled in the
second quarter of the fourth century (p.54 of The Ancient
History of the Deccan).

Dr. S. Krishnaswami Aiyangar would put forward the
following theory of succession of the Pallava dynasties.
Whether, after the dynasty of the Prakrit charters known
from the inscriptions, members of the same dynasty
continued to rule, or whether the territo to

Tooiaton
another dynasty, cannot be affirmed. But the dominion had -

broken up at least into three divisions, as in the Harisena

inscription of Samudragupta,and three rulers were governing

at the time of the Gupta invasion the territory which was
under the early Pallavas. This was probably the result of a
struggle between the new dynasty of the Ikshvikus, who
came from the north and occupied the eastern portion of the
ancient Satavahana territory, and the Pallavas of the south.
If this was so, Vishnugopa of Kanchi would represent the
native Pallava as against the new dynasty from the n

ative the north.
Samudragupta’s defeat of Vishnugopa and others probably

led to a revolution at Kanchi. Vishnugopa's power was
broken up and his throne was usurped by the founder of the
dynasty of Sanskrit charters. Vishnugopa’s name is not
mentioned in any of the Sanskrit charters; ‘and possibly
there was a struggle between Vishnue_ops .and a collateral
branch of the family represented by Virakarcha, who. first
acquired possession of dominion along with the hand of the
Naga princess,i.c. sought in his contest the alliance of the

owerful Nagas in the west. Either Viraktrcha himself, or

is son Skandavarman, was able to reassert the authority of
the Pallavas over all ‘the country as'far north as Vengi, as
several of the Sanskrit charters were issued from their
victorious cg_mgs in the teiion of the lower Krishna by the
rulers of this dynasty. Skandavarman’s son, Simmhavarman,
and more likely the younger son, Yuvama a Vishnugopa,
took part in these conquests. Another son of Skai

kanda ,
'by name Kumaira Vishnu, who probably ascended'tho.av m:e

threa vas. The fo
i Mayﬁrasarman. defied the Paﬁava frontier
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shrewd enou gh to recognize the strength of the new usurper
and rewarde hun with “ territory bordered by the waters of
the western sea,” and extending in the east to the limit of
Prehara. The likely assumption is that the Pallavas, who
were lords of the territory of the Chatus, had to recognize the
Kadamba power in the region which was peculiarly the
province of the Chatus. Later Kadamba kings do not appear
to have been on friendly terms with the Pallavas. One of them,
Mrigeésavarman, boasts of having been the fire of destruction to
the Pallavas; another Kadamba, called Ravivarman, con-
quered Vishnuvarman and other kings and overturned the
lord of Kinchi. Dr. Fleet would assign these Kadambas to
the fifth and sixth centuries A.D.

Later Eastern Chalukya tradition refers to a battle between
the Pallava king, Trilochana, and the Chalukya Vijayaditya,
near Mudivemu in the Cuddappa District, probably at the end
of the fifth or the beginning of the sixth century. Evidently
Pallava dominion in those ays extended to the modern Ceded
Districts. The Pallavas
over the Gangas of Tala id by successfully anointing, and

thus ratifying, the succession of two Ganga rulers, According
to the Penugonda plates of the early a king Madhava, we
havea record of the gift of a number of es near Hindupur,
and so adjoining the Ganga centre.

‘His successor, Ayyavar-
man or Hanvarman was installed. YaMahataja havarman,
His

. “the Indra of the Pallava-kula.” successor, Madhav

with ¥
the alternative surname Simhavarma, was similarl ly installed in.
a literal sense by Maharaja Skandavarman of the Pallavas, ‘

Al
these would imply a Pallava overlordship over the Gangas, and
their cumulative evidence might be us

exact course of successlon among the Pallavas. -
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Kudimiyamalai musical inscription was possibly engraved at
the instance of Mahendra. Prof. Dubreuil thus sums up the
achievements of Mahendra, whom he considers to be one of
the greatest figures in the history of Tamil civilization, He
gave a new impulse to Saivism; he glorified music and
poetry ; he transported the taste for rock-cut temples from
the banks of the Krishna (Undavalli, etc.) to the Tami
country; and he built the great tanks at Mahendravadi
Mamandur, Dalavanur, etc. He opened up a new era whos¢
apotheosis came in the reign of his son, Narasimhavarmar
the Great. _ . ‘
Narasimhavarman (cir. A.D. 630-668) retrieved the for
tunes of the family by repeatedly defeating the Cholas
Keralas, Kalabhras and Pandyas. He claims to have writter
the word, victory, as on a plate, on Pulakesin’s back, whick

was caused to be visible and turned in flight after defeat in (

several battles at Pariyala, Manimangala, Sdramaiara, etc’

(vide Kiaram Plates, South Indian Inscriptions, Vol.I). He |

carried the war into the Chalukya dominions, and actu-
ally captured Vatapi, which was destroyed,according to the
testimony of all available records, the Valaorpalayam plates
adding that he took from his enemies the pillar of victory
standing in the centre of the town. The Kiasiakudi plates say
of him that he surpassed the glory of Rama by his conquest
of Lanka, was a comet that foreboded destruction to the
crowd of proud enemies, and imitated the yitchet-born
Agastya by his conquest. His conquest of Lanka is confirmed
by the Chronicles of Ceylon, according to which the Slnfhalese
E’lnce. Mianavamma, aided Narasimha in repulsing Pulakesin.
arasimha undertook two expeditions to Ceylon, probably
after ‘642, when Vatapi was destroyed and Pulakésin slain,
The navy, which probably played a part in these conquests,
was active at Mamallapuram, which was mt‘gniﬂed by this
king surnamed Mahamalla, The place served as a landmark
and a naval station for the Pallava fleet. In later times this
Pallava king was known as Vatdpi-konda-Péttaraigyan. The
well-known saint, Siruttondar, was an officer.in the Pallava
army, and his contemporary, Sambandar, who was also a
gounger contemporary of Appar, lived in - ign, and these
elp to fix the date of the Saiva revival, of which they were
the central figures. ] o
Mahendravarman II, son of Narasimha, had probably a
short and uneventful reign. The Chalukya power was in-
abeyance during his reign and also during the early pa:to{
the reign of his son and successor, Parameswara \Yarma‘nf s
whose Karam copper-plates vgive a lengthy description of a
struggle with the Chalukya Vikramaditya, at a place which is
probabl Pemvalanaﬂur,where,accord?lf to the Udayé&ndiram
lates, there was a battle between the Pallava and the VaMabha.
‘he Gadwal plates, dated A.D. 674, were issued by Vikrama-
ditya, successor of Pulakesin, when he was encafiped in the
Chola kingdom_on the southern bank of the Kaveri, at a
ce known as Uragapura (almost certainly identifiable with
raiyur). This invasion of the Chalukyas into the Tamil
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pretender Chitramiya. Now Varaguna, the Pandyan king,
over-ran (cir. A.D. 825) half the Pallava empire, and even pre-
pared to march on Kinchi,

The next ruler was Nandi, of Tellaru, who is given by .
Prof. Dubreuil a reign of 24 years, from A.D.830 to 85% He is
the donor of the Velurpalayam plates, while his grandfather,\
Nandivarman Pallavamalla, was the donor of the Tandantst- |
tam plates, which are more archaic. This Nandi had to fight '
for the throne of his father, according to the Valarpalayam
plates. There is, perhaps, an allusion to the battle of Tejjaru
(in Wandiwash Taluq), fought before the tenth year of Nandi
when the Tillaisthanam inscription gives him the title of
Tellarrerinda. The poem Nandikkalambakem tells us, in
verse 64, that the king was victorious on the banks of the
Vaigai, probably referring to a victory over the encroachi

andya. The reign of Nandi was rich in poets. Perun-
devanar, the author of Bhérathavenba, refers to his patron as
the Pallava king who conquered his enemies at Teljaru.
Then, according to the chronology of Prof. Dubreuil, we
come to Nripatunga, about whose ancestry a great controversy
raged between Messrs. Hultzsch and Venkayya on the one
hand and Mr. T. A. Gopinatha Rao on the other. The
Bahar plates of this monarch, published by M. Vinson, fxve
the genealogical descent of the ruler,and. the fact of his
victory over the Pandyas, probably on the banks of the
Arasiliru. He captured Madura about the eighth year of his
Eeigf(, (A.D. 862), and his peaceful and glorious rule extended
or 26 years,

Dr. Hiiltzsch thought that Nripatu was not g descen-
dant of Nandivarman allavamalla, that he was not a Pallava s
that the name of an ancestor, Konkanika, found in the Biahar
plates, proves that he was a descendant of certain chiefs of
Western Ganga origin; and he built up the theory of a
separate_ Ganﬂ-Pallava dynasty. Mr. Venkayya improved
upon this,sa that Nandivarman Pallavamalla was the
last king of the Pallava dynas ; and that one branch of the

mily, some  connection with the Gangas .of
Mysoare, occupied a considerable part of Tondakfisds- until
the close of the ninth century. bﬁfﬁwnnm ad heen
consistently maintaining that there was only one dynasty of
. the Pallavas and the d dants of Pallavamalla must be
. identified with the ancestors of Nripatunga. The concl ons
of Mr. Gopinatha Rao are strongly supported by :
Dub{‘eﬁnl l:;It xi,arious grounds, some of them very convineing,.

e la

allava king A ita, called Pdttaraivar; ha#.
about a dozen inscriptiongs.- ) Kl ‘ﬁ:

kal (near Mamandur) has
name Aparajita Chaturvedimangalam. The battle of ripuram-
biyam, after 879, was fought between Varaguna Pandys, Apara-
jit¥'and the Western Gi:?a kintﬁ" T e'Filx’-uvalmgadu; dtes:
say that Adi a Chold defeated the Pallava king, Aparajitd, and’
took possession of his kingdom. It is incontesta
Wm lived at the close of the ninth cent

ng of the Pallava nasty. Mr. Venkay e
Aparajita was the son of ﬁmﬁu Th:ns?
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ichi ed into the
ini iore and Trichinopoly pass
jomlm?:: g; zszlt’;’a, who held sway there in ttittlﬁl e}(r’eatrg
pf(;sses;:D 880. Tondaimandalam, however,Gconi1natha Lo
belong to Aparajita till about A.D.900. Mr. opinatha Rao
h ongt forward the theory that the name Aparaji was but
na:sglllldonym of Nripatunga. New discoveries may

situation.

IV. SociaL AND POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS

i has had to
isproportionate amount of space

be :i:rle‘;mtjg l¥hdelsit‘racl}ng of the pc;)ht.xcal a;hr:as;o% i(l;f fig;ei
Pallavas, as the material is now only elﬁgve r tilfto in final
h nd some conclusions of scholars ha still to acquire
2i aa‘ie aalidity The main features of Pallal‘)ra art and culture
nd Yiminist.rative institutions may now be raced. K inchi
we ?i finitely associated with the Palla!‘va vgau, at least from
Wasd N lmf S%mudragupta onwards. “T de: % a as brought
e ?ysh(i) the culture of the north, as distin guished from
ot be called Dravidian or southern cu ure.”  Thelr
ot ey re almost all issued in Sanskrit orlm amou'n and
;:;1 ?l.lt:i?azee Sanskrit litﬁgatureacgﬁeﬁ;‘lz foofr 31 eaﬁgrghmins ut of
Kanchi was even

:? c::xlm e%iﬁleﬁ'nt‘period, and Mayara Sarman, the found

i to go to Kanchi
of the Kadamba power, fs‘;gggeslttll‘xg?g.ssml—(yﬁnch% rose to be

to ce(;ltmiilge mcc‘;ltre, and a gathering place of religious
33 eds. i i the

disputants of all creeds. n Saivas at first, as they
T i o hsi crest and the ciub (afoinga) for
adopted the Y Some of the kings who_issued the anakrit

their banuer. robably Vaishnavas. Jainism also flouri heg
charters vge:lﬁege creeds, and, according to the Perlgapu:gln am,
alopg Wigh ascendant at the time of Malill:.ré mt\l?l oot
;‘raat:ﬁill)lurd, the modern town ‘°§§é,"§?‘§}’,§y,ﬂrmynﬁ;ﬁre there
District, bad ;elt)liuc‘gl:as%%anda visited the place. el:lsdg;
hubich Jatll]:s vlgandya was converted from the Jaina cr Son,
gﬁﬁ:ﬁl b; Sambandar; likewisﬁ,' lx)n thgnltalx;lp%l;s a%%ngl: dos,

converted by sai s

Mahendra v lipuram monastery and built in its place a
tl:oyetem le, called Gunadaravichharam. Vgle bﬂv the Great
fllovtaed thepm;’e.’temples ““da;tg “§{,ﬁ"§m2“sﬁn ara, another
Palla\g:i- B;:g:;ﬁ&%pa;, flourished somewhat later iig :lﬁg
i ‘lr’i:mdya and Chera courts. Three blzame:hose of
aflave, list of Saiva saints seem to have en_d o
Flita ules Narusingagueniatyar Lysdis, Kuinyioioy
i . Someo ; AVA A IWars

and K’lllgﬂgg:h?g:&ajg and Tirumangai, the las::ilna &)ikl:; 0:
chiomology, reler o the achleverents of soe Fallava ings
vt son\?i‘;l:::li t:lglopfgstnd bgesieged Kianchi—most likely the

mmuta king, Dantidurga, who had that title.. Budd
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also prevailed and had its own votaries.
celebrated Chinese pilgrim, who visited K

640, says of the religions of the Dravida country thus:
“There are some hundred of Sanghdramas and 10,000 “priests.
- They all study the teaching of the Sthavira school belonging
to the Great Vehicle. There are some eighty Deva temples,
and many heretics, called Nirgranthas” (Beal’s Translation,
Vol 11, p. 229).
ehaveseenalreadyhowNandiofTeuaru wasthe contem-
porary of Perundevanar, the author of Bharathavenbad; and the
poem Nandikkalambaham was dedicated to him. Itis,however,
as a centre of Sanskrit culture that

a € { Kanchi was most famous
in the period. The discovery of Dandin’s 4 vantisundarikatha,

by the Madras Government Oriental MSS. Library, has given
us a great deal of information regarding the literary activity
of this period. Bharavi, an ancestor of Dandin, the author of
Kirdtarjuniya, who was estimated to be on a par with Kalidasa
by Ravikirti, the writer of the Prasasti of the Aihole incri
tion, is now known to be the contem orary of three well-
known South Indian sovereigns, Simhavishnu of Kanchi:
Durvinita, the Western Ganga, who is said to have translated
into Sanskrit the Brihatkatha and written a commentary or
fifteen sargas of K irafdrjuniya ; and Vishnuvardhana, probably
the founder of the Eastern Chalukya line. It is not known
whether Bharavi wrote any other work; but his Kiratar-
Juniya became very popular soon after it was written. “Wae
are not in a position to say whether the sculptor of the
elaborate sculpture on the whole sifle of the hill at Mamalla.
pura, representing the penance of Arjuna and his encounters
with Siva in the guise of a Kirata, was influenced more by
the stoxgr as it was narrated in the Mahabharatha or as it is
depicted in the immortal, The Hunter and the Hego.‘.;‘
{Vide A. R.Sarasvati, on “The Age of Bharavi and Dandin,”"
in The Quarterly Journal of the Mythic Society, Vol. XIII, pp.
670-88). Dandin was the author of Kavyadarsa, a great
authoritative work on poetics in which there is reference-to
Rajavarma of the Pallava family of Kanchi. Both Prof. M. |
Rangacharya, and Mr. R. A. Narasimhachar of Mysore, would
regard Dandin as being connected with the Pallavas; and the
latter would assign, him to the period of Rajasimha, the close
of the seventh century A.D. hamaha was a contemporary
of Dandin, perhaps slightly earlier or later in date, Another
contemporary of these was Matridatta, who is called a friend
of Dandin and who came from the Kerala country and
resided at the Pallava Court. . The Mattapilgsq Prahasana,
recently published in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series is
attributed to Mahendravarman I; he also seems to be the
king referred to as having inscribed the musical treatise on
the whole side of the hill of Kudimiyamalaj, Which, according
to the colophon, was composed by some king who was the
pupil of Rudracharya—possibly the same as Rudzaty men-
tioned by Matanga as an author on music. The series of
dramas published at Trivandrum as Bha

1 ) s2's, seem also to
belong to this period. Svapnavdsavadatta and other works of

Hiuen Tsang, the
anchi about A.D,
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i iti he works of
i be abridged editions of t ks of
gllfass: 23?! :ggle:‘(;ttl:)er famous authors, like lfu%rglll(:t, glfms%gm d
for the purpose of being sta%ed before tle ourt o e of
king—Rajasimha, most possibly. Severa mthe cripts %
M g -:rdkshasa found in South India, have e e mtical
D:n;ivarman in the last benedictory verse—pgil ibly indentical
e e e soveé:iggdof)ggtes l%sl[:lo%e names have been
?:fgnoltrtleagy ﬁgg(ta vg;) l.the inscriptions of the !’allavas are
written in beautiful Sanskrit verse. e it is no wonder
With such a wealth of cultural heritag IS D0 N rchi.
that we find the Pallava age a glorious epoi:l of art o
tecture. Before the rise of the Pyllavas a R lattn,
the antiquities of the caverns at K;langun;a:xt)l, mbalappattt;
Kearickqudi etc. About the end of the sixt tﬁg Y
fot:-vr%ck‘-lcu’ttexil less readlﬁv:gv«lr{%%: gvgﬂ“ence av: earFy
o Lo o -reuhilg(ﬁr. Gopinatha Rao saw evndencg gl):
South Indian art; W \ 2 e hBuddhl? foggaves
i i f the rock-cu
i le at Kanchi. Some O caves
S Al wore gt he Viksaka Sty whe nied ln
AnT a%‘}l()ﬂ\lfi:gsgundins, who reigned ov‘erx‘;lk tl;&l!‘:ia:gggg
Af% i iad marriage relations with thek Vakatakas, from
= h en%llx’ey got the taste for buildin 'r%cna Ut A ade
rock-c ves on the banks of the 8 alli’ as at Bezwacs.
Mck-cnt o2 ram, Sittanagaram and Undav porere the work
Mogum\ef%nuﬁundins. Mahendravarman lava oS
oflatil:lx:ed fv?rith these places, andhl;m ggo::lt‘ljgrax acgording 3
%iﬂfmlgﬁgll}eqllﬁ r(;g:etsgé Telugu country (Vide Pallava Anh-
>rof, y
quitiﬁi! ;tgigcghzrgleéﬁ,:gg&er Oii earlgf Pgarlle:;'as geonumc;x:lts
* - - v e ; Il
o e am}\ﬁe‘t’ﬁ:e'eg?ltie;mli’lacﬁava cave-tem%lels we:(e) :ﬁ;
durs tg ing the reign of Mahendravarman, lef on fo the
cavate% uﬁ'} e, and have normally one external iaca g ande
Mahen rﬁn- in;;red hall. The gillars are _curlg;lss,tcuf.an ot
f ngund gottom while the middle portion as ¢ X gles
the tﬁ’%aoﬁ and is octagonal' in section igcavvamm Vallam,
Vahendcveadh allavamin T ichigopoly Singgeanu, Maode,
; " ) y :
i ppaﬁurﬁn;l;w'lli‘llg: “monuments of the kI'lefi‘t- sct;agee-, téi:;pfgse,
ria shyle (A.D>. 640-674) are of three kinds: cave-temples
Mama.ahi S;ree-standin temples, commonly kn 28 orna:
monohtk cculptures. he cave-temples beconllle mck-sculp—-
and l.Olc 1-1?! the panels more sculptured ; and t %h{aoface ulp-
e ar large bas-relief sculptural scenes on the face of a
iy mE mg les are omly found at MamaA%) 2 . 3
ud. tx as 4 e. i.e. the Rajasimha style (ﬂ.d_. 6 malone
'throcke ne:; axglgltécure ends and structural bu ; ti:!-ga slane
et i bl of one somenmer it 3, e
nd with a | :
:ﬂmtﬁf t(‘::;. I%ailasanathaswamx temple). In the last stage,
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i.e. the Aparajita style (A.D. 800 to 900) there is
g D. a develo
of _tlhe apsidal-ended temple of the Mamalla perio%m:rll%
§Il‘1111111s airS 1& :t?x}:e ;31 él}et Saha(liev‘;a temple of Mamallapu’ram
ediate style between the Rajasimh d
the early Chola styles leadin It temple ¢
> ear : _ g on to the great templ
ﬁa]:ﬁz)aAartc'lll‘arIgore.t (Vide Pallava Architecturge, A.Lon ph?lrgtf,
o e Architectllz)g:.) for 1918-19, Southern Circle, and Rea’s
A résumé of Pallava history will serve as a i
) 0
gyl‘fltéﬁ% eto lthe study of their administrative gsgi‘tiultrilgg
raich ¢ veloped with such remarkable vigour and showed
the te(:l t\;Ies tlo be so efficient and useful under the Cholas in
the tenth, eleventh and twelfth centuries. Administrative
instit en_s anust have certainly undergone great changes in
2101 tghg riod covering several centuries as t%e Pallava rule—
tlrst the genod of the Prakrit charters; then after a gap
e gdrlof of the Sanskrit charters; then after a_gap the
pert l? stone inscriptions of the Simhavishnu line; and
Y, the period beginning with Nandivarman Pallavamalla,
had e have already seen from our study of the Hira-
adag_alh plates how Pallava administration was complex
and hierarchical in character and the tax-system was heavy
ztllrll cumbrous, Many of the inscriptions give us information
laough necessarily fragmentary, of the institutions of the
; od, the power of the officials under the Kking, their
unctions, the modes of holding land, of irrigation and of
payment of taxes, the system of levying and realizing them
the growth of the temple and its value to social life, etc.
The land was divided as in Chola times into mand las
(regions) valanddus and nddus. The real unit of adminis(:rgs
tion was,however, the village community, either an indjvid i
village or a collection of villages. We do not know in d &?1
fl:om Pallaya. eplgraphs of the features and elementse £
village administration; but there are reasons to believ. ho
the rudiments of the later Chola village organizatio €t
have existed as there must have been a oot
evollutlon of village life. continuous
n a manuscript account, called t i j
’tll‘londaxmgmdalam (vide Mackenzie Msgf \‘}oli.cﬁ;ltwfehsmry "
that the first Kurumba chief divided the Kurum 4 tare_told
:iqtg A4 p?)rts, each with a strong fort in the centre erggory
S;\tnilons iqame Kottams, as mentioned in the Tondaim de?e
S :d am, which also notes 32 nadus. A palm leaf MSS acn llaeg
inoto ﬂn;cg?t Katl:;(r);,_states fhat Tondaimandalam was 'c’liv%ded
e ket angl.}'il Pl.glner nddus,1,900 natiams, 64 agrahdras and
600 & idis. T e lava_epxgrgphs, especially those on stone
record th nadu and the kéttam in which the village connected
identification of these locaitiies . ey, Sncaily helpe us in the
of reg;ons ar:’d places got transfl)rm(:a‘:igin %ﬁg{; l;iigz‘sra names
of localr:%iar' 8 village assémblies, which controlled the bulk
o s v o T Compane i, AR 3, ey
connocted vk less ¢ With one another, all of them
g¢ corporations such as Nagaraitar,
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Alunganattdr, Amrutaganattdr, Ganapperumakkal, Erivdriyap-
pcrumakkal,Dévartirumnligaipperurydkkal,Samvaisaraltuppeyu-
makkal,and so on.” Of these, the Alunganattdr (the governing
assembly) was probably the executive body of the village.
The Nugaratiar, mentioned in inscription 218 of 1902, refers
certainly to the town-assembly. The Erivariyap erumakkal,
mentioned in a mutilated Pallava inscription at Uttaramallur,
was the special committee appointed to supervise the tanks
and irrigation channels. “A few of the well-known town -
and village sabhas of the Pallava times mentioned in the
inscriptions are (1) the corporation of Tiruvorriyir in Pulal,
(2) the assembly of Manali near Tiravorriyfr, (3) the corpora-
tion of Tiruviprambédu, (4) the assembly of Uttaramerur
Chaturvedimangalam, (5) the assembly at Ukkal, and (6) the
Sabha at A vani-Narayana-Chaturvedimangalam. Besides these
there must have existed a number of other village and town
corporations of which we have no inscriptional reference at
present. The available inscriptions of the Pallavas, though
they give us valuable glimpses into the variety of work
turned out by the village corporations, ghrough their commit-
tees, by the exerciseof civil and magistenal powers, by acting as
the custodians of public charities, by approving sale deeds, etc.
They throw no light regarding their composition, election,
their exact relation to the central government, and other
vital details. In all probabilitgr the election rules, qualifica-
tions, franchise, etc., mentioned in the Uttaramall_ur inscrip-
tions of Parantaka Chola were in force, at least partially ” (vide
a paper, A Glimpse into Pallava History, by Mr. R. Gopalan).
E‘he Koram plates of Paramesvaravarman describe the
village of Paramesvaramangalam, which was evidently
named after the king himself. The village was in 25 parts, of
which three were enjoyed by Brahmins who tgerformed the
divine rites and looked after the repairs of the temple; 20
parts were given to 20 Chaturvédins; and the remaining two
parts were set aside for providing water and fire for the
mantapa at Karam and for reclting the Bharatha there
respectively. The grant continues t at “the donees shall
enjoy the houses and house-gardens of the village, the oil
mills, the looms, the bazaar, the brokerage, Katthikkdpam,.and
all other common property.” This gives us an Ilnsxght into
the village and the burdens which usuallg fe u?on the
villagers. An inscription of the seventeenth year of Nandi.
Vikramavarman (South Indian Inscriptions, ol. 11, Part I,
p. 93) mentions Vikramaditta Chaturvedimangalam and its
sabha,and its powers in collecting revenue. | herein is also
mentioned the list of persons who had to sing the Tirup-
padiyam, i.e. the Devdram in the temple. Another inscription
mentions @ member of the committee administering the
village of Tiruviprambedu, and incidentally we come to
know of-the burden that fell upon oil-mills of the village.
In a number of inscriptions we come across the assembly
receiving paddy and collecting water-tax for irrigation. The
Tandantsttam plates mention a host of duties coll :
ysually, duties on oil-presses and looms, duty on toddy-
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drawers and shepherds,
baskets of grains brough
corn, good bull,etc. T

fee on stalls, brokerage fee, fee on
htet(l)( _t:_ekmdquft, ondareca-nuts, ood
] , > Kasakudi plates describe exhaus-
itll'l"’ielgti (glv?r-channels, their protection against inundations
cor% at al)lces to be paid, and curious taxes like the share of
molassaegs’ ST ﬁre of cloth, share of cotton-thread, palmyra
molasses. Thus from the days of Sivaskandavarman, the
pec \?v e were liable to the taking of these numerous and ever-
unintulllg ) t1)mposts. There are many duties which are
These' txgx le to us in our present state of information.
e € Items were not‘:‘necessarily all of them sources of normal
re nue to the state, “ but only obligatory services, which the
ing could ’gnfogce on the people for the benefit of the
co:lnmumty. Gifts to temples and to Brahmins (Dévadanas
and Brahmadeésas) were freed from some or all of these taxes ;
and the right of collecting them transferred to the donees.
here were taxes on professions; and merchants had
probably to obtain a license for trading beforehand. There
is an interesting record of a trade license belonging to the
reign of Nandi of Tellaru, when sanction was granted to the
residents of Videlvidigu Kuthiraichhéri to trade in all articles
}om camphor to leather, free from all encumbrances. ’
~ _Pallava rule is particularly noted for its numerous
irrigation works, some of which survive in good condition
even to the gresegt day. The embankment and the branch-
ing out of the Cauvery into various channels for irrigation
begun under Karikala and the earlier Cholas, continued under
the Pallavas. The Pallavas started a number of huge irriga-
tion works, which gave employment to skilled and unskilled
labourers for long periods of time. Among these may be
mentioned the M_qhendra Tataka, dug by Mahendravarman I
Pergmbnd_ngq Viikkal, Vairamegha Tatika, Paramesvara
Tataka, Tiraiyan Eri, Chitramegha Tatika and Marppidugezri
These were built either by the Pallavas or by their feudatories :
and these must have helped in irrigating very large areas of
cultivable land. It was customary in those days to parcel out
a few acres of land irrigated by tanks among some families
and bind them and their descendants to do certain specified
works for the upkeep of these,by the removal of il
and the depositing of it on the bund. Thus tsht
reason of the popular saying: “ As the banks are raj 3
th?jl: \ngll be more water; as the water increases, so ::'eill
paddy increase of paddy brings in more prosperity to the
eople ; € prosperity of the subjects ing’
dlgmty’ grows” (K.V.S. Iyer, Ancien Jocts, e king's
; S S t De
V:nramlegha Vaiikkail is only one exampleklcl)‘;nil?é 3161?1)1'ner0 o
cf %;u;‘? s cut out by these rulers. (Vide the able mono ug
o 'i"hgntlgr}l?)’l:’s OI:V g{:ehlrrigation of Ancienl Times.) grap
ic i ;
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temples have survived to the present time. Great solicitude
was shown in the matter of endowing these te_xxlples and en-
suring the regularity and efficiency with wlpch the temple
services should be conducted. Numerous inscriptions re-
cord donations given in favour of temple service and to pro-
vide offerings to gods. An inscription of the eighth year
of Aparajita records a grant for offerings to the temple of
Tiruvorriyar for providing rice, ghee, plaintains, sugar,
vegetables, areca-nuts, betel-leaves, tender cocoanuts, pancha-
gavya, sandal-paste and camphor. Other inscriptions record
the provision of perpetual lamps for the shrines of gods;
while we saw above provision for the singing of Tiruppadiyam
in the temple, probably to the accompaniment of music. As
in Chola and other times, religious toleration prevailed; and
the kings were concurrent endowers of Saiva and Vaishnava
shrines. Persecution of Jains and Buddhists was only occa-
sional. The temple often served as the meeting place of the
village sabha, as the theatre, and the forum of the village.
Provision was made frequently for the feeding of Brahmins,
ascetics and the poor; and in almost every temple a free
school was maintained ; while in some temples were located
colleges for Vedic and higher studies, supported by liberal
royal grants. The Bahar plates of Nripatunga record a
donation of three villages for the maintenance of a Vedic
college at the place, which is said to have ¢ onsisted of four-
teen ganas (four Vedas, six angas and one efch for Mimams
Nyaya, Purina and Dharmasastra), organized and maintaine
by the learned men of the village. In the Tandantottam
p?;tes we hear of donees who wete very learned,and bore
titles such as Bhattas, Kramavits, Shaddngavits, Vdajapégins, etc.
While thus local administration séems to have been .
mainly in the hands of the villagers themselves, the country
was parcelled out into districts, provinces and chieftaincies
which were entrusted by the kings to petty viceroys and
rulers. These latter, in course of time, made themselves
hereditary, and in their turn created a number of minor officials
who had to render them personal or military services,
thus creating a sort of feudal character for the ad-
ministrative system of. the country. “ This was almost
a necessity arising out "of the circumstances of Pallava
rule. It was superimposed upon the ancient traditional
chiefs and kings of the south, and was upheld only l?jy
continuous force, threatened as it was throughout its life
by the menace of a Tamil rising in the south and that of
an advance of the Dekhan powers, the Chalukyas and the
Rashtrakutas, from the north. After the vanishing away of
the dynasty, the later Pallava chiefs sank into the position of
mere feudatory nobles and officials in the service of
the territorial kingdoms ; and it was a Pallava local chief that
took the first place among the feudatories of King Vikrama
Chola, early in the twelfth century.” Karunakara Tondaiman,
the.generafagainst Kalinga, according to the work Kalingat-
tupparani, was a Pallava and the lord of Vandalur. In-the
war of the Pandya succession, in the succeeding century, the
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Tondaiman played a very important part. The name Ton-
daiman travelled actually from the Pallava to the Chola
country. In the Telugu country there are inscriptions O
local chiefs tracing their ancestry to Trinayana-Pallava.
Sekkilar, author of Periyapurandm, got from the Chola ruler
the title Pallavarayan. Pallavaraja is the name of one of the
30 gotras of the Tamil-speaking Vellalas of Madurs, Tan%gl'e
and Arcot. (Elliot, Coins of Southern India, p. 42.) hﬁ
Pallavas are believed to be identical with the Kurumbas, O:
whom the Kurumbars of the Tamil country and the Kurubas
of the Kanarese country and Mysore are representatives.

The first kings of Vijayanagara were supposed to have been
Kurubas.




