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Indians’ Status in the Dominions.

EMPIRE CONFERENCE DEBATE.
Full text of Speeches.
VISCOUNT PEEL.

Viscount Peel, introducing the subject, thanked the Premier and
the Conference for giving the members of the Indian delegation an
opportunity of bringing the question of the position and status of Indians
in the Dominions before them, and went on to say : I think you will all
recognise that this subject is one of very high Imperial importance, and
I hope that in approaching this subject I speak in a general atmosphere
of good-will. Now, at the ountset of my observations, let me say that
I wish to deal with the ,broad outlines of the subject because myg colleague
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru bas some definite suggestions to make when he
follows me. I propose to deal with this subject, not so much as it affects
any Dominion or any Colony, but in a most general way. I want to
show that if unity and strength are to be maintained and preserved, it
is really essential and imperative that we should find a solution of the
problem of the position of Indians in the Dominions oyerseas.

There have been, as the Conference knows, very great constitutional
changes in the position of the Government of India, and these changes
have brought into prominence what were possibly latent before but are
now clear, namely, the existence of various parties with various opinions
and policies. But, however much those parties may be divided in their
viewpoints on general political subjects, on the one point there is complete
unity of feeling. For instance, there is no difference as regards the
strength of this feeling between the party which has been giving general
support to the (iovernment in the Assembly and the various sections of
what I may call non-co-operative parties.

Proceeding Viscount Pecl said :—When I speak of Indian opinion,
1 am not referring, as is often suggested, to what is deseribed as the opinion
of the intelligentsia only, of a definite intellectual class, but I am also
stating the views of a great many who are not really necessarily coneerned
with polities at all.

Let me pass from them for a moment. You have the opinions, we
will say, of the Indian Princes, whose views will be given expression
to-day by His Highncss the Maharaja of Alwar. You have other men
like my other colleagiie. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru who, as we all know, was
a member of the Viceray’s Executive Coumeil, and who holds a very
high place in Indian public affairs. Therefore, you have this singular
fact, that politicians differing widely on all other subjeets, and men of
ditferent shades of thought, are generally united on this particular subject.
Ypu have staunch supporters of our rule in India combining on this subjeet
With the extreme types of politicians. You have business men and land-
0™9ers combining with mien of a very different elass and point of view,
I certainly do not exaggerate when T say that this subjeet more than anv
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other, I think, is constantly impressed upon me, both officially and
personally, by the Govermment of India and by Lord Reading. .The:
Vieeroy in his privite letters js constantly explaining and impressing:
upon me h{m' stronsly the feeling of soreness and bitterness is ing;
on this subjeet, and hov in many ways the task of wisely governing India
s made nere diflicult by this divergence of feeling. Therefore, 1 want.
to pla('.c this first point Lofore the Conferenee —the remarkable unanimity
of fecling on the pesition of Indiuns in the Dominions. Dut { do not
think when vou eone to ask the ennse, it will be very far to seek. e
reason why there is such unaninity among our fellow subjects in India
is that they regard the disability under which their countrymen labour
in other parts of the world as a brand of socia} inferiority. That is whé
ctits so deep into the conscinusness of the Indiaun. .
Iam not necessarvily, of course, associating myself entirely with-
that view, because I know quite well that there ‘are other causes contrls
buting to that.  There are the guestions of cconmnie ditticulty and POHtMﬁj
questions with which this question must necessarily be laoked. But 1 ba#.
no doubt whatever that in what [ am saying now, 1 do voiee the gene
opinion of Indians on thi question, that social status is a contributory
canse, I history, numy social and political moyements have been dis-
guised under more resoundine names.  Well, let me-say a word 'about
this great country feeling so strongly and so uniiedly on the-subject.

First of all, look at its contribution to the Great War. No less than
fourteen hundred thous.nd frem India took their part in service in the
Great War, Their comiribution in money was well over £200,Q()0.000-
We ol remember -the eeneral enthusiasm from all parts of India, and
how the Princes and others los distinzuished, too, took their part in the
struggle of the Great War., .And here, if 1 may say so, there are installed
at this very table representitives of the Indian delegation showi that
India js sitting here on cqual terrs with the other Dominjons in the great
Council Chamber of the Fupite. And again, at the League of Nations,
representatives of India take their place with the other States, aqd are
able to contribute their voice and influence just as much as others 1n the
deliberations of that Assembly. Moreover, and I do not think this 18
always recoguised, Indin, thouah it has been for centuries, for thousands
of years, a great avvicultural country, i~ pow ambitious to become an
industrial State. It has gone far aleng that road, because it has been
accepted by the League of Nations as one of the eight greatest indust:rlal
States of the worlil.  Now India, as the Canference knows, recently reeeve
a new political constitution, and that c.nstitution, while giving Indians
far more power than they had before in the administration of India, has
also given them a great onilet for the utteranee of their national sentiments.

Growine SELF-CONSCIGUSNESS OF INDIaNs.

Now what is the position in India itself. Hore is 2 policy of co-
operation between Dritons and Indians.  Dritons and Indians co-operate
together iu_ the Government of India, and Britons and Indians sit to-
gether on jurics. -They mect together in business and they are fellow-
directors of great companies. They serve together on the Viceroy's
Council. Many of them, of course, are Ministers in the great Provinces,
and _thOsc Ministers command the assistance of members of the All-India
Services, .\\'hcthcr DBritish or Indian. Now, what must be the contrast
in the minds of these men, when they look abroad and see what tucif
standard or status is in the States of the Empire. Mcembers of this

£\ e x X
——
T~r .

3

Conference, with their great esperience of the cumulative effect of these
institutions and the position which India now occupies here and in the
League of Nations, will realise how much all these changes have contri-
buted towards the growing sclf-conseiousness and sense of dignity of India.
Now, I want to say this. and in the plainest way T can. If I thought,
and if my colleagues thought, that this desire for equality of treatment
was inspired in any sense by a desire not to be part of or take part in
this Great Empire, neither I nor my colleagues would be pleading the
cause at this table. Tt is indeed the désire and ambition of Indians (I
will exclude the negligible class of extremists who can be found, I suppose,
in any country) to share in the splendours, glories and traditions of the
British Empire. They believe, moreover, that they can bring their own
contribution of thought, culture and loyalty to this great combine. )

There are those who suggest that these disabilities under which Indians
labour in some parts of the Empire are of little importance, that
they don’t interfere with their liberty and that the denial of a vote docs
not very much matter- one way or the other. Now these views are, as
one knows, a common form ot objection put forward, o.1ther here or In
any other countty, to franchise cxtensions and franchise grants. But
though the question has importanee from purely a material point of view,
I shonld be very ill discharging my duty to this Conference if I were to
represent 1his matter as one to he recarded merely from a practical point
of view.

A MATTER OF NATIONAL SENTIMENT.

It is very largely with Indians a matter of national sentiment and
feeling, and 1t is-with this feeling that we have to reekon. Now, in all
cituations of Imperial activity in matters of h\.mm"ml.defenee, in matters
of Imperial trade, in matters of Tmperial communications or the develop-
ment of Imperial regources. in il these. India plays a prominent part, and
as we have granted a large measure of representative institutions, it’is
quite clear that in dealing with these matters we eannot disregard the
opinions of the represcntative bodies which we set up, and, supposing
they could be disregarded, how. after all, ave you going to expeet India
to co-operate whole-heartedly in the great work of consolidating the Empire
and how, without this co-operation. can the Empire attain its full measure
of strength. We know, too, that an econamie poliey is very often influenced
hy. political considerations, and I feel that both on the political
and cconomie side the task of governing India may be greatly inereased,
and there will be, unless we settle this question, no real unity of Empire,
not merely on the nmaterial side, on which T am not laying so much stress
to-day, but on what is €0 vastly more important, the moral side.  More-
over, the scope of this problem as regards many Dominiogs is not very
great. For the moment. 1 am excluding from that generdl proposition
South Africa, where I know there are a great many currents and cross-
currenis to complicate the issue. Dut, as regards Australia and New
Zealand, where so much has been done, and as regards Canada, the numbers
are very small.  There are about 2.000 in Australia, in all that vast country,
about 6,000 in New Zealund and ahout 1.200 in Canada, of which rather
more than 1,100 are in the Province of British Columbia.

JUsTIcE AND Expepipwcey.

. "
I "want to reaffirm what was stated at the Conference of 1921 as
regards the complete acceptance by the Government of India and Indian
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opinion of the right of the great Dominions to determine the composition
of their own community. May 1 read the words of that resolution
They are @ *“ The Conference, while reaflirming the resolution of
Ifnperml War Conference of 1918, that each community of the Btiti_wfi
Commonwealth should enjoy complete control of the composition of its:
own popp!atnm by means of the restriction of immigration from any other;
communities, recognises there is incongruity between the position of Indis
as 8 member of the British Empire and the existence of disabilities upol
British Indians lawfnlly domiciléd in some other parts of the Empire.””’
Therefore, that principle is l#id down guite elearly, and consequen y
there need be no anxicty on the part of the Dominions that there i8 8n¥
gies:re on the part of Indian feeling to go back on that decision. 1 us,
impressing this matter upon the generous consideration of the Dominions,
I feel that, vast as are the implications of the problems, the solution of
the practical question is perhaps not so difficult as it appears. :
justice and expediency are often divided. Sometimes they approach 082
aqother, and when, as I think in thix case, they combine and are n_lefged
with one another, the appeal is surely irresistible, and I am going tg
ask this Conference it the time has not come when these disabilities shoul
specifically be removed.

I want to add this point about interest. Possibly some may think 1t

an unnecessary interest which the Government and the Indian people take
in the position of Indians in the great Dominions. Now, 80 long as 10
any great extent Indians in the Dominions may be regarded as a foreign
body in the great body politic of those Dominions, so long 18 the Govern-
ment of India bound to 1.« an intersst in their fate and a.sare themselves
as regards the manner in which they arve treated. But once they aré,
absorbed, they cease to be a foreign ‘body. once they are absorbed mt(;
the great corporation. ax it were, of the Dominions. Then the .mterest
of the Indian Government, of course. will cease. and there is nothing tha
the Indian Government or anvhody connected with &t there is nothing
the Secretary of State dislikes nore than interfering or appearing to

interfere with the domestic affairs of the great Dominions.

GRrAVE DIFFICULTIES.

Now I am not insensible of course to the grave difficulties which
stand in the way. T know how very difficult it is to bring home alway®
to local opinion that local views and opinions are not necessarily coincident
with the wider interests of the Empire, and T know quite well that those
who are listening to me as representatives of the Dominions, whatever they
may or may not have done, desire that a solution of this guestion shoul
be found. And I most earnestly plead that when later in this Conference
they take intq consideration the practical measures which they may adopt:
for the solntion of this guestion, they will bear in mind the intense feeling
that has heen aroused on this subject in India, and will bring home to
their own people that in the highest interest of the Empire the aspirations
of India should be respected. 1 know there are great difficulties. The
Prime Minister in his opening address spoke of the contacts of civilisation.
There are contacts, of course, here of more than one civilisation, and you
have peoples differing in tradition and socinl habits, fashioned in the course
of centuries, thousands of years, T may say, fashioned by the differences
of national surronndings and by the differences of secular and religious-
thought. We have to deal, and we shonld never forget when dealing
with India that we have to deal, with ancient races, full of pride of race.
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We have to deal with ancient religions, full of pride of religion. That is,
of course, one of th_e great differences we have to remember in dealing with
the position of India as compared with countries further west.

. INDIA’S GREAT TRADITIONS.

There are, for instance, 70 million Moslems in India, but in communion
with them through religious ties snd rites is a vastly greater body of
hundreds of millions of Moslems stretehing in the great belt from the
gulf of Malaya right aeross to West Africa, hundreds of millions of
Moslems, who in their hour of worship, all turn their faces to Mecea’
We have the pride of the lindus in their own history, in their recollec-
tions of the past. They look back to, shall we say the Mauryan Empire
memories of Chandra Gupta and his famous grandson, King Asoka. Theit’-
memories stretch to an even earlicr time, when, searcely noticed by history
their Aryan ancestors were moving down from the North-West Frontier,
the traditional path for the invasion of India, along the plains of thé
five rivers, now called the Punjab. They look back to the dim far off
times, to a date long before the Jutesy Angles, Saxons and Norsemen, the
original elements of whom our race is composed, landed on these shores ;
when Rome itself was a mere village, before the Roman legions weré
garrisoned behind the great wall which used to run from sea to sea in
the north of Britain, a period even before the Druids reared the gigantie
monoliths of the Stone Age. I press this subject on the Conference, and
1 hope that with the consent of the Prime Minister, they will listen to
Sir Tej Bahadur while he deals with the subject in greater detail.

SIR TEJ BAIIADUR SAPRU’S SPEECH.

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru said :

Mr. Prime Minister, Let me at once say how deeply grateful 1 feel
to you and His Majesty’s Government, and may I thank you and His
Majesty’s Government and the vraious Prime Ministers for giving me
this opportunity of a free and full discussion of the question in which
India is to-day so vitally interested. I fear I may take some time, but
I shall erave your indulgence for more reasons than one. Most impo’rtam.
of those reasons is the importance of the subject. I am glad His Majesty’s
Government has decided to set apart a special day for this subject. That
being so, am I not entitled to draw from it the inference that His Majesty’s
Government really recognises the importance of this question ¥ When
it is known in my country that llis Majesty’s Government recognises
the importance of this subject, and that that recognition is shared
by the various Dominion Prime Ministers, that fact alone will inspire
them with some hope. Before I proceed further may I also ex;prx)-ess
my deep gratitude to Viscount Peel for the assistance he has giv;zn m
n _helpmg to bring this subject before the Conference, and for the spe ﬁ
which he delivered to-day, which filled me with gratification, and \p'he'ch
I have no doubt, when it comes to be known to my cmm?ryn’lcn w';l P
them also with gratification. Ife has identified himself to-day (3()’1 ll fill
and unreservedly with every sentiment of our national honour 1}ll‘)hetely
what I appreciate more than the moving eloquence with which hé deli ,at 18
his great speech this morning. elivered

may we 1 ()du : ill O ar S i 1 1 a ‘ o
[‘ ] I b a IS thc impression ()i I
p ¢e some (111 lt( l 1'ess1 )Olng « 'hht()r.

I don’t object to criticism of that kind. Really and truly I am fighti
shting
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for the cause of my country and the Premiers of the various Dominions
who have in their day fourht for the cause of their eountry, won't object
if 1 fight for the canse of mine, but 1 do ficht, let me tell you franklyy
as a subjeet of King Georzeo 1 ficht for a place in his houschold, an
I won’t be content with a plaee in his stables. Let me tell you that the:
problem of Indians overseis s of vital impartevee, not merely to Indis!
but to the whoie Empire.  Whaiever may be our position as regards selfs
government, howsoever distant we may be from that cherished dream 0%
ours, let me tell you that so far as this gquestion of Indians overseas 18
concerned, we stand soiidly united. We have our demestic quarrés
We have Moderates snd Extremisis. We have non-co-operators.
have Hindus and Mahomedans, but so far oneerné
let me tell you, witia all the sincerity of whie
stand absolutely united.

i this question 18 ¢

o Lazat.”

N H .. e ie
Don’t be misruided by wlhat appears in certain papers liere l;hgll:
attempt to show that there is no reehing on this question. We zntucf he
. N ationals in other parts 0L 2

more importanee to the lonous of our é the
Empire than probably you reilise,  We eapress that feeling "’.l Dok
vernacular of our couniry by & comprehensive aml delicate phrase \l\ ll‘ ;
will, no doubt, be readily understogd by Lord Carzon and Hi ngm(x;'
the Maharaja. That phrase is * izzat " There 1h not a mab oither ax&gcﬁ
the Princes or the humblest subjects of @iis Majesty who does p(])t a uu'“
great importance to the guestion of  Luzat. When el “:‘“L'I_If"l]‘l“'_
Lonour, is at stake, we prefer death toang e elae, That 13 Ol fl N
ment, and it i~ in that Lkt dhat D present iy e to you. Don't 1org

i ikes . ;
hic h.’:in:iulge in the slightest

> position of any
1 1

that my country, India, v the one country W
traly Lmperial. 1 take a pride in that. 1 don i
deeree in reflection upon the dignity or j.onour o S T
011:) of the DOIllil)i(ll).\.ll»lnl 1 do elonn (hat 1L is my country “.,1“.‘.[1- iljhtl}ll\(‘:
the British Empire ivuly hapevial.  Onedifth of the human 1““"“.‘___11 L
far more ancient eivili ation than your own. fv which cloquent ”,.".L-.w‘nthy
was made by Viscount Peel, juins with you in acknowledang ”"_v‘.‘?‘“* lt‘l” 7
of our common Throne. That allegiance Wil us I8 od _"'“l living ..l{)n_‘.’(;
Shake that allezianee and yoy shake the forndations of the eutire fabn
with conseyuences which it will be difiicult to over-¢ _
Might I explain to you here a consideration \\'hi(-h'\\'111'gmd$'. tim;
in presenting my case.  Inomy humble judument the on® function Otb "t.
Conference, the highest adyisory hody of the Empire, I3 to bring al 9‘}11
a good understanding between the various units that constitute the Britls
Commonwealth, to strengthen the ties which unite, or ought to umité
the different units of the Empire, with their different outlook and their
different religions. (f thix Conference fuils to achieve that end then let
me say it fails to justify 1ts existence in the eves of the Empire. But
to achieve that end it scems to me that it is absolutely neeessary that -we¢
should open our minds to each other with entire frankness. Any mental

reservation on an occasion like this and round this table }vould, in my
humble judgment, amount to nothing short of treason ngmnst the King
and treason against the Empire. It is in that spirit of frankness and
in that spirit of eandour that 1 venture to present to you my case, and
even though 1 may usc now and again expressions to indicate the strqngth
of my feeling and the feeling of my countrymen I beg the Donpnion
Prime Ministers not to misunderstand my spirit.

stimate.

b I aw capable, that We:

the British Ewmpire -
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FEeeLING 1N INDIA.

Let me tell you at onee that feeling i ion i dia i
deep-scated and widespread. Lot me also 1'0(;ﬁot*l(lalsaqlle8tlon T o
siom, and 1 am glad Viseount Pecl referred to this estion, ot T dusion
to reinforce his arguments as an Indian. F(?r ’lliS q;le: thIn’l fo'r bare
public life, for 13 years I have been connesicd with thz LoiH-ltlia" e('been s
and I_ have set in the Vieeroy’s (abinet. T have neve; \:"(t : V? (Jlml;nm]s’
what is happening in India to-day. Five years ago it niane&lge egore
possible for you to say that a wide gulf divided the m'wq}(: lgve the
classes. Let me now give vou this warning. The classes l‘oA'idStl om t'he
as never before._ Inc_ha has rapidly changed, and that is th(c outletlm(lls'Ses
feature of the situation there. The intellectuals—or if you l'kS ttm il
them agltators{—have gained ascendancy over the masses lVVeh ’? cﬁll
intellectuals think to-day the masse; will think to-morrow This u tt .
now before us, let me tell you, affects the masses directly " For itqiue§ om
the masses mainly that most of our population have gone to the Dom? fons,
I belong to a Provinee which has supplied a considerable number o? ‘men
to.the various Dominions, and I know their feclings. You ma dmen
agitators, you may condemn the intelleetual classes, I will ‘nytcon erel
with that, but remember that they have got the Igower now0 w('ltllmmieI
masses. Do not forget the growing and increasing influence IOE flle
Vernacular Eress. I do not justify or vindieate it: attitude in e '\}e
respect. T will, however, state facts. It now penetrates to the inn ‘,\uy
receskes of our villages. Everr viiave has oof a reader wh ((BilmeSt.
the illiterate people the Vernacular newspapers. . o reacs 2ot

I have been reading extracts from the Vernacular Press of my ow
country, and while I deprecate the wild language in whio’l; it in% l(:r“n
let me tell you frankly that it is seething with indignation on this l{ Ht'hes,
apd that it 1s.aﬁ'ecting the whole outlBok of myv (-.uunh'vm'cr? 1'(b l;)]n,
villages. Any incquality of Indian nationals enters like i'ro'n intn v
souls. .For Heaven’s sake, whether you find a solution, or do no'? {?ml‘
a solution, do mot dismiss this statement of mine aus mere sentime l‘lc](l
nonsense. It is absolute fact, and I am here to intor]{rét‘tb (nt};l
present position of_ my countrymen as regards the quo.v.ti(’)n” It ycoulz te
the quick our national pride and our mew consciousness it err % .
{ind sours our whole outlook as regards Imperial relationshi NS II)t dnc(_xtes
impetus from the natural inelination to take a pride in b(!in.n' i (‘brlves
of the biggest Commonwealth that the world knows t()-d"l . dTtm Lmb'er
the task of the Government of India. of which T had the hr;l‘z(;ur oflga}\eS
a n}ember uqt;l a few months ago, infinitely more difficult in deali with
their domestic problems than you realise. g with

Tne Kexya Ducision,

runsllI'ggﬁt Ithn;(l)lsglfeé:io;(:; i:‘!:]r? la;-ir,z;‘:nw;‘.?; of Vi;count Pecl. This feeling
s 11 g ¢ . Let me at once tell you th:
rlilxi’“él)llllzlllgt'ﬂtgn::tg: )a‘t.tlo‘nyrth z'nt? the inerifts of the Konyg doeis(ilkn,l I?\?;
my e con‘sider-iti‘oln(s( fmlu, my Government expeels me. ox-l T am hound
by a¥ Smtimm}g nf.lo' '1(-110111" and dnty. to put yon v Jull possession
o e sentpmen l]n\' ‘11}‘f'(vl1_11)t1;}lm-n ;n}«l my Government s 1'(»;r;11-zls‘\:<.)111.
dismay.. ey t‘het(,fl‘ffl(f‘(-‘]\‘l(-s I'h:'lf decision with the utmost |)<>s;\ihlo
o b e 1‘(31\11:\‘\ I8 that e ocertain respeets our Do.wi!ix,xi
 eDya St(andar] \\~1]'l-| \f(, .. 1!1:11 1y not the view we share, We judee
ror Stan d ‘llL‘l is .u}nntt_m”_\' very high.  We were not fiehtin
gs, we were fighting for a big principle. I know and 1 f]e];f
Y
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and my countrymen feel, and my Government feels, that a serious blunder
bas been made. I know also that British statesmapship is wise, and wher-
ever a thing goes wrong it begins to think, and 1 honestly believe that
it will soon recognise the mistake which it has made. Let me tell you oit
bch_alf of my countrymen, that neither my country nor the Government
which I havg the honour to represent will ucvupt' this decision as final.
Indeed there is Dothing final in politics, and I want His Majesty 's Govern-
ment to recoguise that position and indicate, if possible, that they do look
upon thxs question in the light in which I have just presented it.

May I conclude this

. portion of my sprech by axsuring the Conference
that, while on the domes : D p v

; tic questions of Indian polities we, like most of
You, have our differences of -parties, groups and interests, yet upon this
question YVhlch concerns the honour of our Nationals in Kl-n)'“ and the
onour of our Nationals overseas, there is no difference between us from
the Viceroy downwards, May I remind yon of what a distinguished and
¢minent statesman, with whom 1 had the privilege of working in close
co-operation fqr two years, and to whom 1 hope my countrymen and his
countrymen will do justice some day, said on a critical oceasion jn the
Legl-?latn'e. Assembly when the announcement on the Kenya decision was
published in India. I will quote from bhis speveh ;. ** The news of the
(l?clsxon regarding Kenya,”’ said Lord Reading, ** came to me and my
Government, no less than to You, us a great and severe disappointment,
{(I)r-Imfsa l‘lad made the cause of Indiaus in Kenya her own. As LS
;vi*:'l)fsttﬁes .?overlunul:l.)t lms sta't'cd,' ‘this decision conflicts on mflw”"] r.).omlts
strongly expressed views of my (Government as laid before the

Cabinet by the Secretary of State T is the opimion of
the Viseres, Y of State for India. That is the opimio

RerresmetaTive Opinion.

May I erave your indul

. gence for two mi . rou a few
typical telegrams I have re minutes to read to yo

ceived in the last few f them from
absolutely unexpected quarters, They come to (::zsvfx::crl;pr@:enmtim
bodies of all shades uf opinion.  Mr. Sastri, who has been so frequently
in the last few years conmected with this matter, sends me a telegram
su;;pl())x-t.mg the pr(‘)posals, not without misgivings, which I am going to
g:es ;t:rc‘ you. The Swur_a,) Party, to which I do not belong and which
o ecte(:)d :ee eye to eye with me, and from which I should never have
Se}c)ret ) r(fclelvc support, sends this telegram from Poona through its
oeere arg' afnn eader, l\lr. Kelkar : ** Thq Maharashtra Swarajya Party
ok aywu ull support in any strong action you take to get redress of
comgfro n;;ong. Let me tell You again that most of the telegrams have
° unexpected quarters. Well, here is a most remarkable telegram
rom a gentleman with whom I have worked in full co-operation until
ﬁ:diears ago, but from whom I separated when differences arose. Pandit
threelcll Mohan ly{ula\'lya now belongs to the .\'on-co-operation.l’artv, and
Tivee gy:eag_o, if you would }m\'e qsked me, I should never have said that
man Z(e)lve a telegram like this from that gentleman. It is from a

years of solid work behingd him, and this is his telegram ;

aro-ut oo it s Simla : ** Indians of all shades of publie apinion
aro at one you in den}qndmg equality of status with their fellow-
othffc;drtts roughottt the Bl‘(itlsh Empire. 1f the representatives of the
ther p: are not preparcd to give nracticey] s o thi :

?,ghltl of Indm_ns as citizens of the Ewpire, th’::ul;:g:{itcitfuttihw elfm;e?ht:ﬁg
n the Imperial Conference becowes g mockery andl ) ?ige;)) n:tional
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humilitation, and I trust both you and the Maharaja of Alwar will with-
draw.”” I have reccived two telegrams from Mrs. Besunt, supporting
me on her own behalf and on behalf of her entire party. Let me tell you
that while I am her friend I do not belong to her party.

INDIAN (GOVERNMENT's VIEWS.

Lastly may I give you a telegram which was handed over to me the
day before yesterday, and which has come to me from the Government
of India. It says : ‘‘ We understand from Reuters that the Conference
will discuss overseas questions probably on the 24th Oectober. A resolu-
tion passed recéntly by a majority of the Bombay Corporation to boyecott
Empire goods wherever possible as a protest against the Kenya decision,
and a resolution on the same lines of a Poona public mecting further
indicate the importance attached to equality of status overscas, and we’
sincerely hope that the proceedings of the Conference will restore confi-
dence and good feeling. As regards C. Mandates, we trust that the
atmosphere will permit you to secure a favourable solution, otherwise
India’s right to revision of policy must be reserved. Nir Tej Bahadur
Sapru's proposal in a letter to Nir Nurasimha Sarma to reserve the right
to challenge policy when India’s interes s are affeeted, though substantially
the same as ours, is less elastic. We earnestly hope you have sccured
agreement with General Smurs to shandon or modify the segregation
policy as suggested in our despateh.  We attach very great importance
to it. We hope also that the Dominitns and the (Jo!omu} Oftice will consent
to the appointment of agents to assi>t them and us in this difficult question,
as suggested in our memorandum. Please send a copy of the telegram to
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru.’”’

INpiANS’® DisaBiniTiEs IN THE ('OLONIES.

I won’t take up your time any further. I have tried only to reinforee
the argument which Viscount Peel has put forward by showing how the
different classes of our people are agreed on this guestion. llaving
explained the depth and implication of Indian fecling, 1 will now proceed
to explain the circumstances in various parts of the world whereby this
fecling is at present aggravated. I have been studying such official papers
as are available to me, and for the sake of convenience and to save your
time I propose to read to you a very brief summary of the position. There
are about one and a half million Indians now scttled in other parts of
the Empire and in many parts they are subjected as Indians and quite
irrespective of how well they shape up to local franchise standards, to
grave political and even economic disabilities.

Let me start a brief survey of these gricvances by paying a tribute
to the Government of New Zealand, which is represented by my  dis-
tinguished friend over there. That Government in its own territory at
least treats Indians on a footing of equality with all other inhabifants
of the country and my countrymen can live there among New Zealanders
as their fellow citizens in honour. In Australia also the disabilities which
Indians suffer are comparatively small. We hope that hefore long legisla-
tion will be passed to emable them to exercise Dominion franchise and
remove the disqualification they at present suffer as regards invalid and
old.-age pensions. In certain provinces also there are minor disabilities
which T hope it will not be hard to remove. In Queensland they ]m\'(;

LaDnaGt 2
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no Stt?‘tet hfranehise and they have to u
ment in the sugar and dairy industries which is a t to operate prejudic .
In Western Australla. also they have no State frgnchistls, v:lhtflel f;"soutl&
Australia they are dlsqua}iﬁed for leases under the Irrigation Act. JLet
ir}e tell you plainly thllt.lf I have failed in this statement to convince

r. Bruce I hope he will at least extend to me the hand of fellowship
on this question. I am willing to co-operate with him to devise met

g).r the solution of these difficulties, In Canada, of which Mr. Mm«.

ing is the distinguishedsPrime Minister, there i a small. population—r
I hope he will correct me if I am wrong—of not more than éfoogo o

Mr. Mackenzie King : Over 1.200.

" Sir Tej Ba}igld_ur Sapru : Thank you very much. In B;'itish Columbis,
ﬂl,qre 18 no dominion, provincial or municipal franchise. Now I come to
@ most difficult part of my task. 1 come to South Africa.

SoutH A¥mican OrrosrrioN,

I d.In Smfxth Afriea the problem is very serious.  Here there are 161,000
Cnlnans, of whom all but a few ihousands are mainly resident in Cape
foony. They have no politieal franchise. In Nutal, besides this, they
fear they will lose the mumicipal franchise. 1In the Transvaal there is no
ranchise of‘any kind. Noris it only political subjection that my country-
men eomplgugx of.  They are prohibite :
from acquring land, and in the go
To make their lot more miserable, law

:If: :;aglcrs’ licenees are administered in a manner which strikes directly
frienglrug:g;aintserw?" Moreover, the Union_Governuent, of which my
which will Smuts 1s the head, even now is contemplating legislation

16 will provide_for the compuisory segregation of Indians in urban
-areas by restriction on the ownership and acenpation of land.

Gon fl;lay.l be bermitted at this stage to invite the attention of the
aﬁairsrems to a eurious dlscrcgancy Dbetween this very serions state of
vy lan the sentiments enunciated in 1917. [ believe in this very hall

eral Smuts then said, and I quote his very words : ‘‘ Once the White

::mbgmmty of South Africa were rid of the fear that they were going

ed by unlimited immigration from India (a fear ved once
for all by India’s acceptance of the Reciprocity Reiolutionrzlfnolﬂlﬂ all
(fr questions would be considered subsidi !
g apfel‘f%tly soluble.”” May I also remind you what Mr. Burton said
e, lgmo::a occasion at the Imperial Conference, and I attach consider-
of my elt)mntn“ to the testimony he has given as regards the eharacter
oty Mo !('lyr_r;e!.l in South Africa. Mr. Burton said : ** So far as we
found o ed it is only. fazr. to‘say, and it is.the truth, that we have
vory subst]antq in our midst in South Afriea, who form in some .parts a
ver a(;l ,ila_ portion of the population, good, law abiding and quiet
tretmmated’ :nh t Is our duty to see ”’ (as he expressed it) ** that they are
l_nanner.”s uman beings, with feelings like our own and in.a proper

From the self-governing Domin:
1 14 ominions ass .
briefly allude to our position there. UF:: lgrp to the Colonies, and very

: | itish Guiana I gl :

o t:e :lglag;eg?r ITnglgn Population can live on terms of lxonitfra:r% ::mrv
i mont wggﬁgg:;ag;css are con(llpm'atively very fauch fewer. In
} en ¢ more adequate .y entati

Satisfactory franchise in the legislative eqboc]ie;s, mﬁg"ﬁlﬁ;oﬁmbﬁ t;:

!d arca they may not occupy land.
s governing the grant and regulation

ary and would become easily

ndergo a dictation test for employ- -

d, cither as individuals or companies,

-

. - .

based on the cost of living.. 'QheyTK:k

removal of the poll tax which presses hard on them. Y
:z;' gllll.;'ther that land shp:uld be given to them tlement.. Tl_my-ask,
and I have received a cable from an important quarter, that if these
grievances are Qot removed they should be repatriated. In Kenya Indians
desire.a common roll instcad of communial franchise. They protest against
the administrative veto which prevents them from acquiring land from
willing European sellers in the Highlands, and they fear that the immigra-
tion restrictions may be employed in such a way as to prejudice
the development of the Colony by Indians. In Uga.qda ¥ndmns are press-
ing for representation by election, rather than nomination, to the Legis-
lative Council, and in Tanganyika which my countrymen helped to win
for the Empire, they have certain grievances, .Whl(‘,hw I understand are
at present under the consideration of the Colonial Ofiice, such as profits
tax, pedlars’ licenses, trade licenses ;" and may I express a fervent hope
that the Colonial Office will give very sympathetic consideration to those
grievances before they arrive at any decision ¢ _Thus, wherever we turn
we see circumstanees in the local status of Indians which are not to be
reconciled with India’s national aspirations, or with the _pos1t’10n which
she will obtain as a result of the declared policy of His Majesty's Govern-
ment, a position which I hope she will achicve much sooner than some
people realise. At this stage I will slightly digress from my argument
and refer to C. Mandates in a very f:.w words. .

settlement of a minimum wage

MaxpaTep TLRRITORIES. i

As regards the administration of what I will call C. Mandated
territories which have been committed to the charge of certain Dominions
I desire to say that my countrymen eannot acqhic.ce In any position which
does, or may in future make their status inferior to what it was when
those territories were administered by Germany. 1 have already read
to you the views of the Government of India ¢n a telegram. The matter
is at present mot of very great practical importance, as the number of
Jmy countrymen is very small, but 1 must, in fairness, enter a caveat

gainst any action which may in future tusn to our dlsad\'antgge. May

?ﬂm in this comnection remind you of the provisions of Article 22 of

the League of Nations ! I will only quote material portions. After

referring to Central African and other peoples it lays down that the

Mandatory power, besides certain other duties, shall ‘‘ secure equal

opportunities for the trade and commerce of ather members of the League.”’
take my stand on that.

CoNFERENCE ResoLuTION OF 1921,

Having thus reviewed the position of the sclf-governing Dominions
and Colonies according to the information available to me—and I-shall
not ohjeet to any member of the Couietepce correcting me 1§ I am wrong
in any details—let me tell you the position _taken up by this (}Onference
in J1921. Viscount Peel has read us a portion of that resolution, but I
propose to read to you the whole of the Resolution :—

‘ The Imperial Conference, while re-affirming the resolution of the
Imperial War Conference of 1918 that each community of the British
Commonwealth should enjoy complete control of the composition of its
own population by means of the restriction of immigration from any
other communities, recognises that there is incongruity between the position
of India as an equal member of the British Empire, and the existence
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of disabilities upon British Indians lawfully domiciled in some other
parts of the Empire. The Imperial Conference accordingly is of opinion
that, in the interests ¢f the solidarity of the British (ommonwealth, it
18 desirable that the rights of such Indians to citizenship should bé recog-
~ nised. The representatives of South Africa regret their inability to

aceept this resolution in view of exceptional circumstances in the greater
part of the Union. The representatives of India, while ing t
appreciation of the acceptance of the resolution recorded above, feel them-
selves bound to place on record their profound concern for the position
of Indians in South Afriea, and their hope that, by negotiation between
the Governments of India and South Africa, some way can be found as
Boon a8 may be to reach a more satisfactory position.”’

You will thus see that the resolution divides itself clearly into three
“parts. I will take up the first part, which deals with the question of
immigration. It gives each Dominion the fullest .ua ﬁ.ust nght to
regulate the character and composition of its own. popmlation. I am
bound by that. You are bound by it. But just as T am bound by it, yon
are also bound in honour by the second part of the resolution, which really
is the most vital part with which I have got to deal, except, of course,
that portion which relates to South Africa. But before I proceed further
let me make one point clear. Let there be no misgiving about the question
of immigration. : )

There is a growing sentiment in my country that we should not
send our Nationals outside anywhere, and I may perhaps make a con-
fession, with the permission of the Prime Minister and the Secretary of
State for India, regarding my attitude when I was a member of the
Government of:India. I helped to draft the Immigration Act, and I was
president of the committee which sat to conmsider it. I was probably
the strongest exponent of the view that there should be mo immigration
from India to outside on any conditions whatsoever. ‘We do not want
our nation outside India t® appear as a nation of eoolies. We have had
enough of that. There is plenty of scope for the econservation of the
energy of my countrymen i my own country. We want them to rise
to the full height of their st¥ture in our own country. The Dominions,
thapefore, need have no fear on that account. I just said that as I felt
bound in honour by the first part of the resolution, I consider, and I

pe I am not demanding anything extravagant from you, that you are
also in honour ‘bound by the sccond part of the resolution. I will be
absolutely frank. I will exclude South Africa on the basis of the second

part of the resolution, but 1 will ask the other Dominion Prime Ministers

what my countrymen and what my Government are asking in India,
namely, what steps have been taken or are proposed to be taken to honour
this three-year-old agreement ! While every reasonable man must make
allowances for practical difficulties in implementing that resolution, while
I reeognise the difficulties arising from local circumstances and prejudices,
from slow changes in public opinion and from the exigencies of party

poﬁt’m yet Id n}ustf tell you that the question to ug is one of vital
« Importance and, in fairness to my country, I must that she finds
herself absolutely unable to acquiesce 4 o

) e in the present ition. I have

:ll::refore, cti)lllge to you in the name of my Govemmengo?n the name of
‘many millions of my countrymen to make an earnest and sincere a; peal

to.you to join hands with me in devisj g

WAl enable you to, do, methods int ‘to gi
ﬂm prine plo of aqualiyy Smbodied i s l'n ex_xded' 0 give effect to

\

for & moment think that I fail to

.

office diffoult position of rw: wpible Ministers. I
'notbli‘:::lltolt:l«::ewdiﬂﬂ‘io tiea..butpm ‘let mé ask you also to realise our
na diffe

i i i ties. L invite yon te face with me in
thengnmdest‘l dlm‘mu'”lmo‘fn;ltut.esummhip this vital problem that Viscount Peel
I have had the bonour of placing before you this m aing, and 1

élm& your co-operation in devising methods for solving the p

Sﬁt Tes Banapur Sarru’s PROPOSAL.

Aftar and careful consideration I have come to the conelusion -
that I mn:tmﬁm certain definite construetive suggestions for your eon-
sideration. I.g‘you, on your side, can make any better suggestions to me,,
if you can offer any better alternatives to me, take it from me that you

'not find -anyone readier than myself to accept them. I .
suggest that what the oceasion  i8 a_ united effort if we are to
find a solution for this difficult problem which threatens Aat no distant:
date to acquire almost the character of a problem of {0&]@ policy. I
appeal to the Dominion Governments and His Majesty’s Government to
take'a united course. I will now tell you what my resolution or proposal
is. I have reduced it to writing. It is:

“ Dominion Governments who have an Indian population,
let Hi:E;e ;I:?:sty’s Government in the areas under their direct control,
such as Kenya, Uganda, Fiji and other places wl'xere the_re are Indians
resident, appoint commitices to confer with a committee which the Govern-
ment of India will send from India and explore the avenues of how best
and how soonest the principle of equality implicit in the 1921 Resolution
may be implemented. And, lest the course of enquiry be prejudiced,
1 will couple with my proposal a request that any anti-Indian legmlth.on
which may be pending should be stayed until“the reports of these joint
comnrittees are available.”’

i tion. At once I propose to remove any misappre-’
honsil;}!iatwllgc!l?ymﬁo 11: larking in the mli)nds of anyone who has listened
to me. . I do not want a central committee. Let me tell you I want a
committee appointed by each Dominion within its own borders, and I want
a committee appointed by each Dominion to confer Wwith & committee which
will be appointed by the Government of India and which will go to each
Dominion. That is my appeal to the Dominions, except, of course, to
South Africa. Under the Resolution of 1921, I m.ake the same earnest
appeal to His Majesty’s Government and especially to the Duke of
Devonshire and the Colonial Office, in so far as the resolution relates to
the Colonies.

é‘g.

ADVANTAGES OF THE PROPOSAL.

ill i w words tell you what, in.my humble judgment, are
the :dxlllltal:e:uf)ebe’ gained from my resolution. In the first place you
gain time, and that will enable us to calm the angry passions that have
arisen in India on this question. In the. seco_nd place, India vy:ll be‘ un-
doubtedly in a more hopeful frame of mind, if we can all bring all the
moral forces available to us to bear upon the solution of this problem. In
the third place my resolution absolutely safeguards your lnfigp.engienqe,
I mean the independence of the Dominions. It places the initiative in
your hands. And let me tell you it is not merely because I am anxious
that the Dominions should have that independence that I have provided
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for that safeguard, but also because of a lurking feeling of self-interest
In my mind that you have reccived the rich inheritance of independenee
and the freedom of self-government in vour territories, while I am stln
aspiring to it: 1 hope my aspirations will be realised very soon, and then,
like you, I ghall be jealous of any outside anthorit v impoaing its will upon
me in my affairs. It is for that reason that 1 am anxious that the
Dominions themselves should take the initiative as regards this committee
which T suggested and the committee which we propose to send out from
India to confer with you in your countries. I think, and I honestly
 believe, that if the problem is explored on those lines it will be found that
it will not in the end prove insoluble. .

»~

-

APPEAL TO (GENERAL Sumurs, .

. I now turn perhaps to the most diffeult part of my work, and that
18 my address to General Smuts. 1 frankly recognise I cannot M but
him on the basis of the resolution of 1991, Ile was no party to it | n

I address him on three specific grounds. Firstly, as a nitarian,

secondly, as an Imperial statesman, and, thirdly, as the Prime MinisteT
of South Africa.

As a humanitarian, T say he cannot absolve himself of the moral duty
which rests on his shoulders of clevating the status of my countrymen
in his Dominion. Let it be granted that their standard ig low. It makes
his task all the more imperative and urgent that he must help them 1n
raising that standard of my countrymen. Let him not forget my country-
- men now when it lies in his power {o raise their standard. He cunnot
permanently relegate them to a position of inferiority, for therein lies a
menace not o his country or mine bat to the Empire.

I appeal to him next as an Imperial statesman. Ever since the days
of the Armistice, what is it that (icneral Smuts has stood up for ¢ He has
stood up for peace, peace to all the world, and he has stood as a protector
of minorities. 1le has acquired a unique position as an Imperial states-
man. It has given him worldwide fame. What is it that we have
observed during the last three weeks’ sitting of this Conference t  General
Smuts has been trying to devise means to hring peace to a distracted
world. Is he going to exclude from that happy mission, his country and

mine ! For let me tell you that there can be no peace unless he includes °

his country and my country within the ambit of his big proposals. I do
not address him on the basis of the Resolution of 1921. I do not wish
to interfers with his very natural desire to be consistent. I appeal to him
independently of that resolution, and I say to him : ** Won't you join
hands with me, as I have appealed to the other Dominion Prime Ministers,
in devising methods for the solution of this problem now and for all time 1’
I do not indnlge in any threat, That is not my line, and I hope General
Smuts will not misunderstand me. Ilowever powerful he may be in
South Africa and however weak we may be in India you cannot relegate

Iy countrymen for all time in King George’s Empire to a position of
inferiority.

I will now address General Smuts as the Prime Minister of South -

Africa. - Does he fully realise the implication of his present policy ¢ 1
doubt whether he does. Will he not aggravate trouble, not merely in
South Africa but throughout the world, by putting White people on one
side and coloured races on the other side § I tell him frankly that if
the Indian problem in South Africa is allowed to fester much longer it

-a solution ;

.me illustrate that. The British Parliament is the Sovereign Parliament

will pass, ‘as I said just now, béyond the bounds of a domestic isue and
will me a question of foreign policy of such gtavity that upon it the
unity of the Empire may founder irrefyievably. I therefore earnestly
trust he will n fuse to co-operate with me in attempting to discover
also hope that, in view of the present serigmaness of
the situation fo which my Government and people have referred more
often than I can repeat here, he will agree to the appointment of &
diplomatic agent to be sent by the Goverument of India to South Afriea
who will proteet out Nationals there, who will act as an intermediary
between them and the South African Govermwpent, and who will put our
Government in full possession of the facts relating to our Nationals.

REerLY To GENERAL SMUTS’ MEMORANDUM,

" Y will very briefly make reference to the proposals which General
Smuts has been good enough to circulate in a memorandum among the
members of the Conference. I have read them with very great care, and
all the attention and weight to which a memorandum of General Smuts
is entitled. Let me tell him and 1ét me tell you all that it is & doeument
of remarkable subtlety, such subtlety as I have always heen aceustomed
to associafg with the name of General Smuts. In the first place General
Smuts takes cxeeption to what Mr. Sastri has been saying or doing. [
hold no brief for Mr. Sastri. IHe has been an intimate friend of mine
and a fellow-worker in public life during the last 20 years.. If the only
objection General Smuts has got to find with him, and if the only crime
to be attributed to him is *hat he in the Dominions frankly and freely
pleaded for equality for his countrymen, then let me tell General Smuts

. that he is indicting not merely Mr. Sastri, but 320 millions of my

countrymen. We all plead guilty to that charge. I will .refer no_more
to that personal issirt, but I will ask you first of all to consider the impli-
cations of that important memorandum. General Smuts compures the
British Commonwealth to the League of Nations, but T say emphatically
that the analogy may hold good up to a certain point, but after that
it breaks down. The League of Nations has no.common Sovereign. The

- British Commonwealth has a common Sovereivn and we are united by

our allegiance to him. But if the British Commonwealth is to be compared
to the League of Nations, you cannot stop short of the full extent to
which that analogy must be applied. What is it that the League of
Nations has been ereated for ! Was it created, as I understand it, to
settle disputes between the various Governments by conference and by
consultation, and to do so unless they refuse to come to that conference
and that consultation f But it is just this consultation and conference
which General Smuts, as I understand. is refusing. What is it that a
resolution like his comes to ¢ It askx the Dominion Prime Ministers who
Participated in the Conference of 1921, wnd agreed to that resolution,
now to treat it as a serap of paper and join him in passing an absolutely
hew resolution which, on the face of it, has for its object the reservation
of the fullest freedom to each Dominion to pass its own laws regarding
franchise. '

CoNsTITUTIONAL RicETS AND Trem Livrrs,

Nobody has doubted that constitutional right. but there are limitg
to that constitutional right, limits which are vreseribed by prudence. Tiot

and the Free State Parliument in Ircland is an independent Parliament,

L4



‘16

Suppose the Irish Fres State Paﬁiament passed or intended to pass Jogis-
lation to the effect that it wounld not 3 i

or Englishman to the franchise in Ireland, and suppose, on the other
hand, the British Parliament intended to pass legislation to disenfranchise
all Irishmen settled in Scotland. Well, if yo

vise methods of avoiding a conflist.
Would they mot do it 9 Yes, T recognise the constitutional liberty
and constitutional rights of the Dominj
you this, that constitutional rights can only be exerciged with prudence
and discretion up to certain point and beyond that point you have to
allow those constitutional rights to be subordinated to statesmanship.
to prudence and to discretion as well., | don't wish to raise g legal argu-
ent. I hope no legal argument will be raised, becaunse this js not &
legal body. There is only one thing I will 88y. General Smuts has said
that the one bingling tie betweed the ini

o a subjeet to his Sovereign and the corres-
ponding duty of the protection of the Sovereign to the subject, you treal
on very dangerous ground. If g constitutional position like that is arguoed,
let it be argued before g legal hody and, speaking for myself with all
humility, T have no fear of facing that constitutional Jssue on legal grounds,
but I do not wish to raise that legal argument at thi§ Conference.

I have practicall

Y _reviewed the whole positien and I wili now
make an appeal to the Conference itself. I will appeal to the Conference
to realise to the full the implications of the Indian problem. 1 have
placed before my colleagues from the Dominions and Iis Majesty's
Government here certain specific proposals, | believe, and hohestly believe,
that the British ‘Empire stands for Justice and equality in the oves

place within it for Indiz_t ! Think for

e inside your own borders, I am one of those
men who say that the British Empire can never be deseribed ag exclusively
& Whité Empire. Within its borders it comprises a large number of
Populations of eoloured races. Now, how are you going to keep Indians,
or for that matter, all gther coloured races within the Empive ¢ Foree ¢
Never. Beeause, apart from the obvions limitatiq

untrug t

t U ns of force, you cannot
0 Your own traditions of liberty, justice, and equality. You
camnot afford to lgnore and neglect worlq opinion on this question. Ry
Preserving opr sentiments ¢ Certainly, at will be the strongest tie
you can have, and it remaing for you to make

Hons .within our own country fop self-government, 1) ou

the right of any protostant

use of it. Pulfil oyp aspira- -
T aspirations

AT . ) 'mdw
Lo P T P i ¥hs Dominions ‘and- Colopies, anid Ay
i g of iyt B Do e 0
wm.' S m . t mt you can keep 4 - 'p ! some
xgﬁ twa'”“mhotmmw‘f ‘may come to som
 the Sy, i o )

g é b A 2o . nds betweeg the'l"}'mpire;“ oy
for 1 o poiov. i that sptnetion. Make 50 mistak, it s b Mesimest,
for' I do beliel of that sentiment that you will re n o Mambitioﬂﬁz _
and by-“tbserdition o t and eatisfy our other natiomal. Yo it
ug 19 hchievé “Sqli-;!o"mm for a moment what India meal:;t ituﬁnié‘*
otitside ‘otir own ‘dountry. elosely alied to other Asiatios, oons iting:
s S et f Sy Tt placed within e bl

eungire , within ) ,
of:tm British Empirve. If we :hl: Am::?ge world with our xd.ealstg!”;
think ‘what we shall mean to‘-’e D and West and ahou}denn%hi n;
Selﬁmrm'lentf- bﬁdgﬁz::ell as ours for the service of humx}almty;’o it
bardens whiok dre yours bind us together if you will allow them .
p5ain of the ties which ing, but 6ur Soveéreign. Devotion to his person
e T 3 ey T i aandng it e
a TS s T i e be very plain,
8ay. in my countmy:: I cla}n!l;t::d t;.?ll{ning’s gugect, to have an hopoh\izra?ﬁ:
grace bllt as um’ o‘"g a position Of eqnality .a!']d hf)nou'l‘ witl nh ld .
plm'in thehou“bﬁld an be for to us our pOSltlon m'hm hghgsﬁ:re
Empire ?’m‘m‘dt"‘::',yimﬁortance than any other guestions whic re
ogm lt' ogﬁlcm:m minds. I am ﬁghtmgwmlgggaigiu!tﬁgggﬁngmgs a
a , - with. o :

a ﬁl;m _ li:v‘;r-;in the :&m;‘ec:;;nxo.f EIn;. dgefpre you all my plea, indeed
loygl' and devoled gpbij trymen, is for equality within the great I_{mgu'
fhe Dlea of all myﬁf: ull)lominions. On that there can be no faltering or
E::iu'e inluding I invite you to devise means with me to give
:'Eect to onchamy‘ ed ambition of my countrymen.

....

- - APPEAL 70 THE PrIME MINISTER.
7 B ’,»! . -

Moy make an to the Prime Minister ! Sir, you are head
¥ Haﬁinow 's Go::r:gggt.l Let me tell you that every single word
ON% f::g you on this occasion will be read, re-read, and analysed
it country from one end to the other. I now want to make an appeal
]tz E’é Prime Minister and his colleagues. Don’tthsgmli Iﬁsmetgelén::s Sg:; ‘
j ’ back to India to say tha attemp
l'\ustmehh'a"mwz‘(tiﬁig,t tslg‘ dg:e}:tes?:e advisory council of _the Empire, and that -
i fail da 1 speak with all earnestness that one single gesture from His
: o : "‘s Government, one single expression of sympathy put into practice,
&Jfoiest attempt made to try to find a solutnoanxll alflay. dﬂ;; s;t}zﬁon
i ia in a mann i do not realise. I am afrai a ve
in India in a er which you : fione I bave
our time and I beg your pardon. a
;ﬁpfa::e ghem;a::‘:::xh ::dycourteous manner in which you have listened to

hole
~ .of my country demanded that I should put my w
:!na;’e t;)l:stfotrl:e yo:nntunklyyand to the best of my ability.

* * MAHARAJA OF ALWAR'S APPEAL
is" Highness the Maharaja of Alwar said :—
g:: p;gnm' MoisTeER AND FRIENDS,—I join in thc_: echo of thanks to
the' Prime Minister for having set aside a day specially for discussing
thé !;l)roblem of Indians overseas, a question which, I believe, will be tackled

with all the goodwill that I sec around me and which will help when
L2DPY ‘
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» 'y
it reaches the, final stages to allay a great amount of' the faalin% that st
present is rather prominent in the minds of my countrymen. To-day is
India’s day, &nd, as-these words come before my vision, thoughis and
ideas of all kinds gurge through my mind, some of emotion, some of
patriotism, and others of unity of Empire. But, colourgd as they are by
comparatively narrow ideas of nationalism, citizenship, political rights and
freedom, they pale into almost insignificance before the dominating sun-
light of the feelings and ideas of common brotherhood. But I have to
speak fo-day of wundane affairs, sordid affairs of the political arena, and
about the very life and existence, in this material world of some unpro-

tected communities. I must perforce descend from high exbilarating .

heights and leave my pedestal, which is yours also by birthright as of
every individual either inside this room or outside it, nay, of all fellaw
beings within the four corners of the Empire. I do so, 8iy, I hope, only
temporarily to try and find my level again in the life of love where we
were all intended to live and sometimes try to get to it.

Inpia’s Two ParTs.

" Now, before going further, ¥ will briefly halt to touch in passing on
a subject that is krown to many of you already, but which I know is un-
known to some of you. Know that India is divided into two parts, or

rather more correctly speaking into two administrative spheres. Two-

thirds of that country is called British India under the direct sovereignty
of His Majesty the King Emperor and his Government with all its ma-
chinery of Parbament, Cabinets, and Government of India, and so
forth. There is the other one-third which is governed by Indian Princes
and Chiefs, whose subjects are subjects of their own rulers, and who
bave, not from to-day but from six to eight generations, been in allianee
by means of treaties. sanads, engagements, ete., originally formed with
the British East India Company, but the responsibilities of which were
taken over by the C'rown in 1859. These systems are not the growth of

yesterday, but the survival of a regime of hundreds of centuries, yet able

to imbibe, to assimilate such progress as is compatible with our traditions,

religion, ideas, and environments. T have trespassed on your time with

regard to these matters as 4hey will bear an important part on what I
have to say later,

~ Lintend to speak to-day not merely as the representative of the Prinees,
but also ahd even more so as an Indian, than whom 1 believe né one rega
his Motherland as more sacred and who wishes nothing more than that

she sheuld receive justice from the British Government, in whose ha.nd'l;

‘her destiny is placed and co-operation from her sister States who form the

eomity of nations in our Empire. Lt me say at the outset that I have

no vain threats to place before you, for the simple reason that they
againgt the very prineiple of co-operation which 1 placed hefore m

on entering the precincts of this rocm the first day of our Conférencs. I
will say, furthermore, that while on the one hand I have nothing to beg,
and T will not beg, T also make no demands as I have no demands to make,
but the Motherland whose salt 1 eat, the land whose soil has given me
birth tells me that it is my duty to place in plain, unvarnished, and candid
words before you all the facts of our case such as I know them. :

And now, Mr. Prime Minister, T have one request to make, and that

is that every word I utter or have uttered to.day in my statement may be
cabled in full to my countrymen and in no hashed or pruned form.

do not desire this because I seek to have cheap notoriety by making gallery |

shots, but because my countrymen have a right to know every word I, 88Y

t thir faod. . . AR
o ”Y"l'n Goar or*SELr-GOYERNMENT. oL
. X ¥l now prosced. We believe that the greatest assets {p the British

angu:%rin its ghampioning tl}edc:m‘ﬁil;mdom,mlg tha' It is
ecause L Toel my ecountry rightly or wrongly; that tmﬁ 4

mdjuﬁeo ﬁ&tm as exarcised or perhaps as understood,; that I was

gak these we " T hope they will be in the interests of the Empirﬁ
1'it will.be something doue, nothing more. If misunderstandings and
hpprehensions that do exist are somehow removed, it will be all the
X ,%mmd 1 speak of no tinsel glory but the glory of
f‘the Btitish Government and the great Dominions will show

V b words and prove by action that they mean to assist one of their sisters

who is oM in sge but also &t present the weakest member on the chess-
board of the politioal game. I hear wails from India itself, and now I
speak_principaily”of that two-thirds, conveying the feelings of deep dolor
and the words of iy fellow brethren of my comntry. .
Are we going te progress steadily and progressively, yet not too slow}
towards our goal which the otherdslgteg natll:girs have {ezn mere rtum{e'
in slready Achieving, the goal of having the power.to govern izqiown
country as 4 loyal and integral part of the Empire 1 Ave wegoinghz
be helped .affectionately and with kindly feeling to the " Which ha
been pronounced-publicly by the British Government—and to more than
which we do met aspire—of being a loyal self governing Douiinion with-
in the Empire ! Is everything going to be done to aecelertite our pro-
gress, qr is our progress under various pretexts to be restricted and
delayed ¥ Have we a long number of years before us of the great furnaees
to pass through from which Ireland has only just emerged f Sometimes
Iam afraid this despondency has been seen to give riss to despair which
resulied in giving exhibitions in many places of those hideous atredities
at which the British Government, as custodians of our country, do not
feel happy, and of which we, as its sons, are certainly not proud. If India
had some more definite proposition before it than having to wait every ten
years for its destiny to be enhanced, if it had a reasonable assuranee of
rapid but progressive advancement, I believe that self-government, which
is the hTml of us all for two-thirds of India, would be achieved early and
smoothly. . be said to th . That
i ite anything that ma said to the contrary. _

uhmlm deep e within ath very zluch shorter period than some
people would like us to believe. I know, and I do not need to be told,
that it depmuls to & great extent on India’s capacity herself. 1 agree.
But surely you do mot desire to throw India entirely on her own
resources ¥ Does net she look to Britain to give her periodical and sustained
amsistance 50 thit my eountry may be, as it has been in the past, a really
genuinely grateful and loyal partner in your wonderful heritage ! I am
speaking of self-government for two-thirds of India, and in dealing with
this subject I hope I may seek your indulgence for another few moments.

, East aND WESTERN PRrINCIPLES.
The solution, I firmly believe, will mot lie in grafting Western prinei-

- ples of political government on the East with a stroke of the pen, Already
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| fo respond to,
¥ m a people who know how to respo

: have oracked inth which this naw winehas besn, paugpdt] nid a0y . thonsandfold, from # PEERE, Iy .
many -old b‘tﬁﬂ“ﬁh‘ er’you got India reund & table in copﬂdacncenaﬁ? R gmemmhm "”-(ﬂ . ‘ | |
I would het ﬁbﬁg;r-?plans and methods that‘woald be-the belt'lmwmf 'L“'i“‘r‘;?”"')’.‘; ul Inta oF Bertisa CITIZENSHIP. o
her mizommont, 1Y whidh tho can obtain her gonl vy e e e o 3 Yerage ditside my. couttey, under th egis of
her ey in a very peaceful and very loyal manper. I sy l',"‘" 1 oAnd new 1 stavt on a yoyage outs ives its loyal citizens. Indians
e e e le of early success, and you will..be doing gomething - the British # nder the protection it give: heir shores to find refuge
possible and probablé of early st hat will cement them to you with the'British flag, u ise left their homes and thicir shor o fnd resnge

! |300 Tl bootherly formesings that will cemen suilt for ackdemi Hi:eatch, of enterprise left | nd peace were symbolised in o aen
for Cou de,m&;brotheﬂy-feehngs. The world was not. built for ent o 1 parts where freedom, Justice, a d th&r way to South Africa, anada,
T asifurances -spread Fotime. omber of years, the fumg?hn v ed, white. and blue. Indians found, not personally aware, but perhaps
o ‘%y weoll pass over a life-time, but what seems ‘to me .is 13, and, ew Zealand, Australia, and, [ am

rﬁﬁf«is.why’ I mienfioned thig subject, and in connection with it I will sg g

ng more than that the whole problem, if viewed with breadth of,%,»
zgdliﬁ:gitnat‘ifm, is really oh ! so simple. Tt is not so much of a hedg% -
‘a8 may be concieved by those who do ot come in cloge contact Withﬁ, -
and is really still capable of g solution which will leave a stronger England

and'a loving India in the end.

. And remember, my friends, that this
India only, but our Indian Stat

some | ¢ citizens under the Union
' 1 " They went as citizens un ion
2 'i'Of" thbhaihe"n ‘_tO.NeW;fOllll:l dgsm (ilr'lves'te?lymoney, and settled d‘own :ls" gle:‘tfz
JM#’ iy o 'n:o](’l and perhaps rightly so, by Genera Smuts
i nﬁitizé;lshi has changed fror;x \gla;;(ti ‘Z:lied o
have f ied myself to fac

Z;:::ioago. “lefxi:ed(s:srthtx:],l mz;[;}:ll?e” Sylircly, the answer cannot be

the tre:ti.ng of any particular race as outcast !

question does not, affect Britisl:
es subjects also are involved in this overs:

3 b 4 L o] tions with regal‘d
Ve " 1 am"well ‘aware of the fact that several of the ques Al _
seas problem. It is not g question that agitates the minds of British: to Iam vgge:sé_&sg H‘g :ln:ost oﬁtsi{ie the direet conefg‘rtl;l eofsgﬁ?gg‘l;;g‘;li'rgl
India alone, but it is one that jg viewed with equal humiliation in the Indian« ' Govemmggﬁ .. They_are really within the purview o by silken ties, and
States. Why, 1T was surprised to receive letters from my own subjects, Domijniong “who are connected with the main centre by e m
one of two sentences of which T will read to you. T hope you will not: I ﬁxﬁ‘;ﬁ;‘%ﬂ that. I want to address a few 1-emarll§s kd“-“?getghaii
mind portions in which, out of affection and loyalty, personal referenges: Domibion ‘éolleagues; and T will say this. One of your links in the
“migde is i3 cortai ' " P arncby ened perhaps you
are ‘made to me. This is certainly not the reason why I quote these- 18 weak. If oue I wm x ‘.swwl‘:ak and fu};tli‘i:s W(}Ja(]:t your inclinations
nténeces ; ‘ A , ‘ in do withont it. e want ave you with us. t
* “ i ; : CH; iss Geide 'wiﬂi?t"' lﬁ-m friends, how difficult it is for you to make any per-
. ‘‘The. Twperial Conference is drawing near, Your: H;ghneqs o degide. °‘V«.Fm_ your positions depend, your authority depends on
member of that important assembly. Tndia is bereft of all sympﬂtw ir sqngl -promises, h :
the outside world and has been passing her transition days in trying ci :
cumstanees, aggrava

0m you are answerable. I assure. you I appreciate the

mz;;&eoéo yﬂl\ poiitiops'., I, as an Indian, have ouly tried to hold

: rmy hand. . ‘dop,nQ;E‘now i} you and your people have the power and
e : vv. Tia AT N

ted recently to a great extent by the Kenya deciSi'OUi
ether the movement meang for India a political sethack or a rea
awakening and sure progre the building up of a great national

: e BEENE e ‘”'.::'a" | ,
e‘i_lﬁﬂflff;:si‘}? tobe seen. But at present she looks on Your Highness with TW !m, . m:n,., . «QOW — o -
o hal . C to tell you What T hive received messages from’ my' countey
- 1 say no more, and I regret having mentioned this portion of the I want to tell you ‘that Ve S " f
letter. T have read the main portion of it to illurgtra,té that the question asking me not to work in Fll;:tponf?;enfxz tﬁ?daggg‘lggnm: ton;lt 4 aidu:g
i8 viewed with no Jess concern in one-third of India than it is in two- India has suffered - humiliation i . me ;
thirds. : Y - S attentien to-these: counsels of despair. esign beca

It may, perhaps, be thouglhit tl;aﬁ
. ' A ‘honoiir and-glory and eéuld not forego such a lure as the Imperial
, o éﬁﬁ‘;ﬁiﬁe, But the reason that kept me here, rightly or wrongly, wag
) Mistakes ox Borm Smes, o . because I-felt: that nothing in this world was achieved by ill-feeling, and
I will only say thig 'much.' Many ‘unpleasant incidé;lts have taken . that & great deal is gained 2{1 t‘l’lgatt}';nl:;ﬁu";ﬁ?::lsléem%‘l)giﬁh“ -_may-,-
Plach‘ m;fln?ia during late years. I have no desire to lift before you the " I am;determingd to exepcise then i '

veil or disclose a tale of wok or wails ang lamentations, - mistakes 3 ils from the Fiji Islaids
have undoubtedly been made on both sides. So far as India’s side of the- ’ I hai;e Ii?g;:fx(sl gI::ve injustice, .and that they
pleture' is concerned it wil} be a regrettable Spot on India’s fair name, © Was causing m - could
and ¥ say thig in all

sayifxg that the boll tax
solemnity, that any rievances which
had and did have we e orfe

desired to be repatriated

if no other gratification could be given to them. I have received tales

: India may have f woe.from Natal, complaining that a law was gong to be introduced

: re al]o“_ved to be involveq in interfering with the wel- o w it'-‘ them as onteasts. Similar stories came from Basutoland and

_ come"gwe_n to the. R_oyal Hgly to the British Throne, the Prinee of Wales, s:greg 'mgs which I'need not go on reciting.” How all this sounds to your

he was touring in British India. Will Briigh Royalty, you British o erip]f:viiot know. . How it sounds to mine, is it necessary to speak 1

it o s B o WA IR it et T I G st av o s o 5

; > nd Tise in my goodwill an ey H der to make. . SR oo
understand Jor the future $ Let no “thi Phecy that I shudde
back. ~ Advanse 3 £ L, “what pond of ths clock be held Phoey

enee that what yoy do’for Tndi
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i i ; thti..
) v i erable instances, but 1 ynll not waste your g
*The I;::ﬂg;;e zgu lerllzll;lal:s in the Dominions is one that: soncerns L

ini i heir Parliaments primarily, but the question ©:
Romumion ar%n(l)igl:ya:tiﬂtls entirely on a different footing. I believe 3:
Kenxah:s hen I say that many Indian settlers went to Kenya lgng.befoll'
b ngdis‘:overed as a suitable place fof colonization by the wh_xtev peop! i:
11t‘h was took lands, invested money, and, to a great extent, helpeﬂ;t“
deveZIoping the prospects of that country economically. 8o 'longI as'de’r’-‘
colony was administered by the Lmperial Government difficulties, unam
stand, did mot arise until the question of franchise to the rgsldgqts cthai
uinder consideration. It has now been decreed in the last ‘decision

; inori i jority

t white settlers, who are the Tuinority, are to be given, the majority
ﬁ' vl(:tes‘in relation 1’;0 the Indian population, which is the maJorlty;;ih‘g
leaying the latter at the mercy of the former, to be gradually ousted if
necessary and, as seems possible, by means of legislation. o

THE AFRICANS OF KENYA. ) , .
I do not mean to enter into the pros and cons of this case. Whnse“
Lord Elgin said or Lord Milner recommended are side issues, Teal

“from my own 20 years’ experience of administration I know how’ _easy
1tis to produce arguments with all the i !

! 2 posal in favour of one case ‘against apo!!w,r,-
ments it would be unwise of course for me to adopt, for un&erm!; oble-
are not always reached by argament. I know that there are some e
men and gentlemen of influence from this codntry who desire to 8 e
there, if they have not already done so. But the principal argun: on
that has been advanced is that the Colonial Office holds Kenya in trus

behalf of the African races who are the original inhabitants of thag
“country. Now if I

may say so it strikes me as being peculiarly grotesqu
that a country, held in"trust on behalf of g people who aré backward and
who have yet to grow under the wgis of the British flag, should actually
have the“franchise given to anyone else to develop the country during the
interregnum. Does thj igi

gwaken:from their slumber the

I do not wish to enter into any further
tion of Indians overseas

different portions of the Empire with Indian immigrants, claiming. rights
and privileges merely by their number in order to oust others who may
have the rightful heritage.

Mr. Mackenzie King, in one of his utterances
in this Conference, sdid, as regarded Canada, that it was possible to

restrict immigration from Japan by mutual agreement, net necessitating

arguments. The whole ques-

the introduction of law.

H

A MutuaL Rigrr UNDERSTANDING.

That was a mutual rj
humiliation to either side, and allowed the Dominians to grow in accord-
ance with their own environments. Yet, at the same time, it made no
strictures or.asked for no strictures to he Passed on people who gettled:
there. as peacefnl citizens, I believe the Indian Government—and I am

- open to .correction if I am : y

Wrong—to be equally prepared t¢ enter imto.

ght understanding which did not eause any

93

: ini and AColonies to
ing with the various Dominions and ces,
o mntual @mﬁlmgwdmg these countries. Under sucha :;l;:um the ;
Wit:uat pomsible tc modify laws and e;lforcznt;lll:ﬁnltl; 8tfus catsing them
) paintedly chafe any particular ¢ her my countrymen -as
; W t to know is whether my .
MomitHation 1 BW_ltx_l;il?l IE;;;:‘IG have any right to settle in th(:se countnfe:i
o Scpoation, ot by way of Dol biraton, bt ap posetl
: 4 ! i xistence. (ener: ’ .
e o MO s o, e i
;imil eas:a? wayoonn: day that they might be sent for :settletxlxllen;I or(')th Pole.
" Qi I believe the British flag has been planted at e o
c i be a suitable solution of the pgo
801 wonder if that would uot be a of Goneral
Wwis-desired to exterminate them. But I really came to knowb n called
Skants, brief knowledge of him, that, although he has been ’
after my bri - of India, yet we have in him, if I may
1am SOITy to say. the arch-enemy of India, yu o sees far ahead,
% permitted to say so to his face, a sagacious statesman who s * aheac
‘ i is in the interests of our greater kmpire.
Ynlike ordinary mortals, what is in th . ol really reverse fhe
From my. . personal conversations with him I would rea i’ T na
apithet and say that I regard him, since 1 came here, and hﬂi?e' 4 and
Platitudes, a8 being in his heart of hearts personally a staunch frie
Supporter of India.

-

~

PREMIERS’ DIFFICULTIES.

- ¥ mny assure friends, ghat 1 quite appreciate the difficulties that
existIin t{ie solutioyr?u’of this gr;g, problem. 1 realise that though indivi-
dualy most. of you may be prepared to look at the matter from a broad
Imperial view, you have to return to your Parliaments which may hold
different opinions. All I have to say, therefore, is that while we are con-
ferzipg in this Dmperial assemblage ean we not put our heads together
to solve a difficulty which surely human beings were meant to solve, not
for the sake of the individual but fo

r the sake of the Empire. 1 have
said this mueh, because I feel that the problem is

much greater than what
:g‘p&yn on the surface, relating merely to Indiang
e

whereof we all form loyal links, Parti-
cularly since I came here I have

realised how whole-heartedly and with
single purpose Lord Reading and his Gov

ernment have given their
utmost help to our cause. Things do not al

- Ways appear in publie op
in the Press which enable India to s

ee what part the Government of India
is playing in our cause. All glory, however,

Is due to them for their
assistance, We shall not easily forget it, and hope that some day we
may repay them for their effort and goodwill, Regarding Viscount Peel,
it is more difficult to give him thanks siuce he sits beside me, [ thank
him|, however, in the name of India, if I may do so, and thank himp with
a grateful heart for his powerful championship of our cause, To-day
heart has been softened by the words he has spoken of our nationality and
our religion. I hope every word of his statement wilj go to India, so

8t my country may not despair and think it has 1o one to support it,
When discussivns take Pace, similarly, I hope the Prime Ministerg
of the Dominions will allow their goodwill

t and proposals to go to my
country, for that, I am sure, will have a very happy result. ’
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Targ INDIAN PRINCES® MESSAGE.
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¢ I have very little more to say to you, Prime Ministers and fuiends

i ble task to read a message I received-from mp:ordes
ilxtl' lfnm' p%h?%?aiﬁor of our Chamber of Princes, the Mahapaja &

Bikaner, conveyed it to me by cablegram. Had the Chamber of Binees

been sitti is time the Indian Princes would have desired to send
g»mggmn;ntgof‘ﬂtﬁsthésont;?rznce in view of the important questjon of Indll-
overseas, ineluding Indian States subjects who are affected, specially in
Kenya. But as.the Chamber is not sitting the Princes of India by cable:
gran ** convey a cordial’ message of true friendship and goodwill to His
Majesty, the Government and the British nation, to the Dominions snid
Colonies, apd their distinguished representatives at the Imperial Cons
farence, with whom the Princes are united by the common ties of loyalty
" to Hhis. Imperial Majesty the King Emperor.”” The eable: continues :

[,

e

5 - ¢ We give expression to our hope that the united efforty Ofaﬂ
* concerned at the Conference will yield some satisfastory Yesult;

' e drawing closely together into bonds of good fellowship the
great- comity of nations forming the British Empire to " whidh

the - Princes and States are firmly attached, and seouring

Indians, including the subjects of Indian States; an hanpefl
+position in all parts of the Empire in keeping with India’s

- rightful place in the British Commonwealth and_in_confor-

mity with the assiduous and constant .eforts- Mmd

the Government of India.”” * vt A

Friends, I convey this message to you, coupled with my own hope,
that its aims and objects may finally be achiaved before we leave England
at the. termination of the Imperial Conference. The subject is un-

doubtgdly large and certainly complicated, but surely with :goodwill -

we will overcome the difficulties and if, as we believe, we are firmly
determined to see that every portion of the British Empire is
strengthened, then I by no means despair. But, on the other hand, 1
hope for the possibilities of arriving at a settlement which will make
you all more respeeted and loved in ‘the eyes of those whom™ you help,
and will leave those grateful to you to whom you extend the hand of
assistance. I hope that it will be possible for you to consider also
whether it will not be advisa%le hereafter to allow India‘to be called a

ominion, not a self-governing * Dom

ominion, especially when making
sigter Dominions.

--Qentlemen, I think 1 have said. all I wish to on' the subject of my
countrymen overseas. On India’s day it has been :a ]
me to meet round this table the grest statesmen
fmn‘;l the Dominions, and”I have had the pl
somal’ acquaintance. May I thank them for their kindn o
to rayself which I take as g token of thei i e i eo

inion, until she becomes 80, but a
reference to her in relation to her

give us-the opportunity of showing and
epeak words but act on them,

Proving that we do not always
coms ¢0 our eountry ag i

and that we can give you as 8
t is possible to do within ogr capacities, - wely

 salgetéd to represent his C
gtated by Viscount Peel and His Highness the Makaraja of Al

" id “viewed with sugpicion. I hope India,’ W]
tci:: ‘guﬁls!:nrllediﬂiculties, has not lost hef humay

n# fo appreciate great statesmen and prove to' them' thet

bur sp i 1§ lie sentimenitd of
our “doiesti sputes, beyond our domestic quarre - sentimehild of
iatiity, f ‘beligve, eas’nd I will with this conelude, that India®ame info

" the tomity of nations within the Brtish Empire with a definite purpose.

ivi st t wis's

18 & lin s soldered by the hand of Divine destiny. It wad g
s ai;lfm(::mtll)llaigg:t :]?e West to understand the East, and \i%g:fgs:a. ﬂll} |
it came in order that two civilisations, with their sp it ’&e thels .
fittefial advancement and progress, might, by their assoc ; :,,-', n bthgl"
i iatn o e Bt o Do Ll DO
i - in the cause of God. _ ove Jus,
ﬁviimlatxi)::lt; ;;eaﬂllcing, we stand before the judgment seaéi of E;T’d o
us here, we shall each have our accounts to render. -Idd a 1;!101; e
from you in race; she differs in religion and creed, but she does nm?. e
in . point of humanity. Personally, I say this : If you glyzd eedi
i in time of need—for a friend in need is & frl(;nq' Rl il
M @ive you not merely our gratitude, but also our cordiality dn pragi. .

i i€ it i desti ise, then’ I'say thilh®
- tical agaistance. But if it is destined to be otherwise, then ;
That ':f: X ebe in_a still higher position; for India will .be able to say ..

that she asbyificed herself in order that others might live. She prided
hlgself.'fm her political weakness in order that others might be strongi
Woe give our little best for the higher purpose, the Divine purpose which
18 ougreommon goal, common brotherhood, and the salvation of humanity. .

h ) ' ° .,‘; 4
AR :

"« . THE DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE, N
nMﬁmMg the dgbate on the 29th. October the .]ﬁ!kﬁ 6f,l}evo :

her case at this Conference. That case was-elogiently

was developed by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru'in a speeoh;‘t_he’ eloselywr::’som
argument of which was greatly reinforced by its studied moderatioy=y
particularly noticed that the proposal which he submitted wa outlined
in, rather than reduced to, the special terms of hik resog‘utlm;,,;z.gp thtis;
if I may say so, I think he was very Wwise ; because: while héf‘!i;a'dé the
general purpose of his proposal perfectly clear, he left the preeish fored
.to be moulded in subsequent discussion. Let me state as-shortly as I
ean the gist of that proposal as I understood it. Two years.ago ‘thia
Conference, with the exception of the Prime Minister of South Afriga,
agreed that the rights of Indians domiciled in parts of the Empire. other
than Indié should be recognised. Sir Tej Bahadur S
Posed that the guestion of how and when effect ¢an be.g
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) eontemplated committee

.
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- . i i3
invite you to mote that there are various matters already
:atrll:;t w;%:% he is not attempting to re-open. He does not question the

i i mmunity of the British Commonwealth to control t

x;o;iiim ft: own pg’pulation. He is not, in a yvon}, aspgg'the
verning Dominions to re-open the question of Indian immigration.
g:dnkly recognised the sutonomy of the Dominion Governments within
their respective territories. What he asks is that the Governments oon+
cerned will agree to discuss with the Government of India the steps neces-
. to give effect to the resolution passed by the Conference of 1921,

14 is;-of course, in the last instancé for each Government to decide ,1(;;
iiwelf, but because in certain matters such decisions are not limited o
their effedts td the countries by which they are taken the issues to whi
' &97 relate may be brought for mutual discussion here.

Jn so far as the British Government is responsible for the Colonies

qda%rotectorates, I can only say on behal$ of the British Government
that we certainly accept the principle of the request put forward by Sir
Tej Bahadur Sapru. In saying this, you will not understand me to mean
that We are prepared to re-open matters which have been made the subject
of a recent and most carefully-considered decision. I refer more especially
to the Kenya settlement, the terms of whiclr were placed before and
sdepted by the British Parliament in J uly.

While I would not propose that the area of discussion Ween the
and the Secretary for the Colonies should be
limited T should only be misleading India if [ were to say anything to
suggest that the Govermment could consent to reconsider the decisions
embodied in the settlement of July last, To use the words of the White
Paper, the constant endeavour of the British Government throughout
the deliberations was to relate the principle which must govern the ad-
ministration of a British colony in tropical Africa to the wider considera-

- tions of general hnperial policy as enunciated in the Resolution of the

Imperial Conference of 1921. I have also to remind the representatives
of Indin that, so far as British Colonies and Protcctorates are concerned,
the ultimate responsibility rests with the British Government, and it 18
with the Government, and more particularly the Secretary for the Colonies,
that any question affecting British Indians domiciled in these Colonies
and. Protectorates should be discussed, in the first instance, by such &
sommittee. As Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru suggested it will then be for
the. Colonial Office to consult, as may be necessary, any colonial Govern-
ment ooncerned in these discussions before any decigions are taken by

the British Government. I am hopeful that the area’ to be covered by
these discussions will not, in fact, prove wide, :

I recently ‘circulated to the meibers of the Conference in response
to their general wish a memorandum upon the political status of British

iang in . the Colonies, Protectorates; and Mandated Territories, 1
studiously confined the memorandum to facts, and perhaps I may be per-
mitted to summarise quite briefly what that' memorandum contains. It
nhoWs that in the. West Indian Colonies, British Indians are under ng
politital or legal disability ofsany kind. They have the same franehise
and. the Same opportunities of becoming members of elective bodies as
any other British subjects. The West Indian Colonjes, in which ‘there
18 a considerable British Indian Population, are Britigh Guiana, Trinidad
and Jamaica. In British Guiana and Jamy :

o 5 h ica -an elegtivg'system
tmbute, and it will be introduced into Trinidad at an early“?i:t}('e. already
Yadiorad

N

"4 regards eligibility for the franchise.

14 . . )
- . shows that in
. Colonies the memgrandum L ey .
1o on Jou turn to. eastarn Calonios o N aened, qualified Byitiet
' ,will be iste for the franchise’ and election to Lec}’

Ponns . ‘British subjects,  Again, A
neil' in “the ssme mapner as. all other other British subjects
t8is there is no distinetion between Indians and SR
' randuse -that: in
. from the memoranduse that:
s In East Africa you wﬂlﬁnd out I there is no T 000
Uganda the Legislative Couneil is not elective, but ered 5 themomm

i '*hel number of unofficial members who may be nominate

While Legisla i e |
i i i islative or Executive Counﬁl.}
Rrdia l; w'l;gog;:’y !:u‘ f)?i:l': olg tﬁ: British Government, the proposal-ef

the representatives. of India as far as the Colonie§ and Protem gteg a:g .

o

A THE CANADIAN ATTITUDE. = '

Ll ;

MR. MACKENZIE KING'S STATEMENT.  +"
M ik hink Canadé

i i id :—I would like to say that I think X

innyﬁr‘ Ma(‘:::;zﬁf mmagng witude and seriousness of the prolbéle.x:l gltahr Zﬁ;ﬁ ‘
“"’Gogggcm nt of India and the Government of Great ;1 Ia niare td
fl‘Ontedni y ing with any question affecting the status o 1;1 i 0],16 e
that our attiude from the beginning has been, and at pl'efsex_ln in‘oblem
ing exceedingly anxious to be helpful to the solution ﬁ'na {ast ek,
that may arise. His Highness the Maharaja, in speakl gt e
referred to the mauner in which we had recently taken u.]I), T :h ! e
Conference, some questions respecting immigration with apar, S iea)
said that in his opinion any of those questions of the s;atbus 3doptiﬁg "
I‘}ghts respecting resident Indians could be best ‘settle Y p ill)l being
similar method. He referred particularly to an _attxtude of g;og)ﬁ‘lw1 oIng
more important than anything else in the solution of these difficult %te -
igpm,: L think the Maharaja was entirely right. Attitude in these ma rs
mﬁmﬁmm. T : s

As far as the Canadian attitude is concerned it gives me _gl?flsurem ‘QO
say that we are most anxious to deal with the whole question in’a spirit
of mutual understanding and goodwill. I have.in my hand tHe report
that I made to the Government of Canada in 1908. It relates to immi-
gration to Canada from the Orient and immigration from India in parti-
cular, It was the result of the visit which, at the instance of the:then
G()ve;nment of Canada, I paid to Englqnd to confer with the _Secrqtary
of Stats for India as regarded the question of immigration frovaIAndla to
Canada. . ) L
' itted I would like to read the concluding paragraph
qfthljf; Irelggﬁ blfecliﬁlg sets out the attitude at that time, 15 years ago,
which we took towards questions affecting our fellow British citizens from
I‘ncll?a ¢t Nothing could be more unfortunate or misleading than that

an impression should go forth that Canada, in seeking to regulate matters

i , is not deeply sensible of 'the obligation which eitizen-
glfxidogﬁciti‘g (t:%zc%:lpire entails. It is recognition of the obligation which
hasp caused her to take a course which, by removing the possibilities of.

usti iation, is best calenlated to strengthen the bonds of associa-:
ltlilg!l;s:vllcti ﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁi parts and to promote greater harmony of the whole.’’



+difficalt question of immigratior
" similarly to effect a satisfactory
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: - SyMPATHY AND UNDERSTANDING, - .' ,
“ In this, 48 w be expected ',(‘anadé‘haé h"aﬂf:ilot merely %
| 18, 43 was to , Lo . had

iy ’I:thjtrh :l’id understanding, but the hearty co-operation of the g“
m"in"(}mat Britain and India_as well. I should say, per
after conferring with the Secretary of State for India in London’ at thal
time as regarded this question I subsequently, at the instance of the
Canadiaw Government, went to India to take up with the authorities there
et ion ‘of migration of Indians to Canada, ‘with a view to seeing
wm we could not work out a solution which could -avoid anything in

the . of legislation which might be misunderstood orregarded a8
imvidioms in India and I am happy to say that we were able, as a vestlt

of our‘senferences, to come to an understanding between the two Govern*
mends which was as satisfactory to the Government of India as'it' wa# 10
the Government .of Canada. If it was possible to do that as regarded the

1, I think it ought to be possible for us
solution in respeet of any of those other

is from that viewpoint that T hope that
dolleagues from India will f

questions that may arise, and it
my

&'Lord Peel, in his remarks said I think very rightly, that what Indians

social. inferiorityg’ The edtent
Y upon the natuﬁ t

count for any that may exist.
at in eight provinces out of the
not aware of any legal or political
ident in Canada suffers, and, as
ware of any legal disability of any

abilities and the circumstances which ac
May I say at once as regards Canada th
nine which comprise the Dominion, I am
disability under which any Indian res
regards the ninth provinee, I am not a

'Y

CANADIAN PRrovINCIAL RIGHTS.
< The Federal law relating to franchise sets jt down that any Indian
who served in His Majesty’s forces—military, naval, or air—is entitled
to. the franchise. 1 mention this as evidence of the fact that our citizens
appreciate the services that India has rendered to the Empire, and desire
{0 acknowledge them wherever possible, May I say a word with regard
to "the way our franchise has been developed ¢ “The Dominion is the
result of the bringing together. of a number of Provinces, and the party
to which I belong, the Liberal party in Canada, has taken. the position
that it is necessary, Whenever it is possible, to recognise the wishes.of the

.2pplicable generally through-
_ i women, for ;
th.right to vote on Fedérsl matterg, “Thise o us who held to th -
nitide ' of “Proyincial enactments opposed that attitude.? “We said i: é?:\:lgd

eel’ that the Canadian Government is
"approaching this particular subjeet. :

for' example, should have

28¢ 3
: the 3 h
be left to the:Provisoes 9

Jatter ‘ gw

L T g ’,ﬂ'i

B . A (7 o RS ¥ B A:‘f:f:

- L T R IS SRS ) . o L ) !__ Ca iy th
T i N L e ard 0. 2.

e otwitlistariding this, thit very Government, having regshG i gr

i i ight have been mmde

s e Ok U iring there which might o3 oortedn DO-
Rher pm%'ih:’"ﬁgﬁm, found it necessaly, c:.:e roegaBrit @0" %miumbxa,
Vitions affect; the Federal franchise iu the O tion this ‘
hoke ok ica to this general application. e bocorne W& use,
mﬁf {':one, provinee 8 partienlar ques‘t:ox:rymg become & Yo

k  politieal issue; for the Federal Government, In T e e wokd
Ba anner which might be regarded as eoercl:xgif A
o 2 hingr uestjon, For exampl 38 e imponm'h!' g
Y Tise to an; entirely new gf all persons resident there, o the-
oy ?édogggi'ﬁﬁ !ée:f::ntbia certain obligations, such, for exam: ’

t the jissue would not in publis’

[y e i e Dt h -
- 10 Vote under the Federal franchise, Tt wo have boati’
s n*havg b:el;x a question of franchise at al} w “1, dei 1 Govwe Joury

Tusetio i al Government of a provincia hat”
:'2‘1'&, lani2 ;&fumsuhgetﬁ:d}‘:d pf)riitical battle fought on the basis o_ly

%

3

«

gﬁ

»

- ™ &peak of a¥ proyincial rights. -

. s time of politi-
" "1 am sure all ground this table will apprecmﬁ"et‘5113::&‘:l mac edpzith.
¢l confliet is gne of the most dangerous that a coun Zycertaiﬂ obligations
I.t- hu thbug?(}‘i‘eat Britain were try mg_to lmliofie aling with the pro_
o0 Chnada or some gther part of the Empire.

e can, to prevent
viites We of the Federal Government seok, as far 48 W ’

because i y

: en possible
1t helps to explain why in one province 'twl;f: ::: ?lfere.po
e to conoede the franchise to the Indians to 1 to‘!; ._
. As Yo Wow Ciisda s getion may be viewed n ].:ndlfat;eemerbﬁptation: '
yery much g matgge of interpretation and the spirit o eoming. from
conld go to Indig ang say with truth that every cltlz?nh‘;s of citizenship
State over which the Maharaja of Alwar rules has ".’gt hich cannot be
a0y Provines which, T have not in his. That is & point W Canada every
Yrought out $00 eledily. - In eight Provinces out of nmg o dian ecitizens,
dian resident tHere has the same right as other I&!(;?a 16 this a8
but that is not equally trne of Canadians resident in 1:1 tl . o oesl
peet i put before the people of India they will see t Ga eral‘m;“i i
Method of dealing with this question, as pointed out by Gen moat-
wae which perhaps presents the line along whick we can proeed
Ratisfactorily, - ot . _ L
8o far as Canada is concerned, we would not ask forl oitl;' :;:‘::g:’
Tesident in India any right which wé are not prepared equally be funda-
0 'Indian residents in Cgiiﬁéda. I think you may take that as the estion. .
ental hasis on which we ‘would be prepared to deal with §hi§ au ton;
We hold to this reciprocal point of view, because in all th n,z:ﬁ, o Daves
foind it to be pne of the most satisfactory methods of dealing’ with s
Hops of thiskind, .. .

v -

i .gﬁb,ww they thgught beat. . %ﬂ'
. 0 e pitgy ! - g B .
: ‘?lm% m;rg‘ e x}rovmon ~v1vwh{iph‘.mm'h’ in u

nding this M bia, and, in order to avol &
of ‘the provincs of British Columbia, -l mé

to deat witht iti-
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4 BooNomic FACTOR IN BRITmE CoLuMBIA. - -

8o fat a8 British Columbia is concerned the problem is not a rasisl
‘jqolt is purely economie. The labour ;qrm .in British QOIF%.;
m!e Yery strong. That Province has mduut.ngl problems o it
character which no other Province in the Dominion has, and wh
the labour people are aiming at is, I think, to maintain certain in-
dustrial standards which they sacrificed much to acquire. As l'ega.l‘ﬂ&til
. some of those who come from other countries they are rather fearful un
* &t Beast they have resided some time in Canada, and acquired our'methoi',
of living, our customs, habits, and so forth, that to give them rights of
frandhise in full may mean that the standard already maintained may be
undermined. o
.1 would like to make this clear. It may seem that I am straining
a litMe in emphasising the possible political consequence of givmg the:
franchise fo resident Indians in British Columbia, But take the actusl
sttuation &s it is in Parliament to-day. When we came into office I had
a mjority of one behind me in the House of Commons. I t}nnk we have
a'majority of three at the present time. Many constituencies were very
close;,, It is coneeivable that in British Columbia a difference in the
result might be brought about by increasing certain votes in some cons-
. titnencies. In other words, were the subject to become one of political
¥ . discussion, I think it would be possible for a political orator to make it
uite. gpparent to the people of British Columbia that the fate of the

%’ederal Government might depend on the vote cast by. Indians resident
in that Provinee. " It would not be an exaggeration, 1t would not be a
figure of speech, it is the literal and absolute truth, that it is conceivable
that the complexion of Parliament as it is to-day might be entirely
changed as a consequence. It might be that one Government rather thap
another would be in office by the vote of those who neither in their own
country nor Canada have ever exercised the franchise. ‘

 THE SITUATION AT THE MoMENT.

That is the sftuation which exists at the moment. T do not expect
it will exist very long, but it all helps to show the difficulty with which
‘We dre confronted when we contemplate in any immediate way the results
which we all hope will he effected in the course of time. It is for that,
atrong other reasons, that [ appreciate the method of approach whick

8ir Pef' Bahadur Sapru has adopted in bringing his suggestion before
the Cénference.” He. has appreciated, I thi i

: : India to appreciate just the kind of
citcumsignees which governed our actions, quite as much as having our

citizens appreviate ‘his difficulties. That is the sort of approach and.
sul'prised, if,

“ - Ersrcr or 1921 ResoLurioN.' o

"’ There is one point T ought to make quite clear, and that is the extent

Loy = ught ! extent

to Whlgh my hands are tied in dealing with this ’qnesﬁon. The resoelz'-

tion pasgsed by the Conference two years ago in the minds of soms p,

committed the Dominions to giving the franchise to Indians. It was,
. .

- Tollow, :—*¢ The Conference accm_'dim!l.v is o
f ﬂf:l-?“:of the solidatity of the British Commonweal

, ink, our difficulties, as well as’

Dresent

)

allege, in the nature of 4 general commiiment. .?&'eﬂ;ohﬁon -
we ahould know whether that was the intention ef the reselation

I think, in the first place, we Shogldhil:kv:;ye: once they are pase:
WOns that are introduced or pased, and I think s to which they may gix®
s, hould do our utmos;ht:hseﬁm :fn (yloxﬁns I asked my predecesues
: . e A ) before
e S B

(1] " of th une, v, N it i
“with thHoaI;.::l;dissiog of :he Conference, I shall read from lt' d ond ques-
¥ Mr, Mackenzie King : May I ask my honourable frien

‘ t least one clause, is as
ﬁ‘ﬂn The resolution of the Conference, or :opinion et in ) In o
th, it is desirable that
recognised.”” The

rights of such Indians to citizenship should be

i t those.
‘wer for George Etienne Cartier, Mr. Jacobs, has said that t

i ijament, or rather
8 imply an undertaking on the part of this Parliament, tedl to

8 the part of Canada, to see that the Federal fl:':tm;hiSe is gran! ‘
}‘nans in British Columbia. Is that correct or _— | .

i d the words are simp
. Mr. Mei : The words are English, an P
‘-mdersl;dxlelﬁhex: fully, and if the Premier does not, I must leave hi

. Just where he 15, -

Mr. Mackenzie Kin;z : T think the house 18 entxtl:;ldtzhiasn czx;;vzg
from my Right Honourable friend. Ile has repﬁ'es«mn | this country
at the Imperial Conference. He knows bettor than e?ny e repre:
inte!‘pretatibn he placed on these words. I ask hx;:l, s;et in gresolution pre-
3onted Canads, ‘at the Imperial Conference when e e Brh.
Passed, whether Canada was giving an undertaking dom i I .
tish Columbia to the effect that they should be entitle D e vt
Mr. Meighen : No human being undcr_stood anytl(xilpg ey
The words are very plain, and there is no misunderstan mgd e anads.
.I should be taken very seriously to task if, when I returr):}e1 o,
It soniq pe said that I had placed an interpretation on at_ S o
Which the Prime Minister of Canada, who was present at the time it wat
Passed, wag Inwilling to have placed upen it.

Hores RATHER THAN A PLEDGE.

: ouzie King, continuing, said : I think Mr. Meighen has
takerl:I iiah‘nme fﬁﬁgthe words ‘‘ It is de_sxrab,l’e that the rights :rf;
such Indians to citizenship should be recognised. g ¢ th;t lfim]:nlsean
would all like to see it done, that we hope it may be (c)ione},l tthﬁ i
agres with him in the expression of such a wish. On ; other ; a:
as to itg constituting an actual pledge T am bound to take t. e m?x;ipt:md
tion which Mr. Meighen hidmsilft gn"ei afns1 e‘;;l:;ﬁeshﬁpog asl:n w pond

that pomt o .
quazbags Cs:g’ad? m;nld?r;?ezgouectim? is that Mr. Sastri did ;otalmGamtam
‘that the resolut,ion constituted a pledge which obhged ttllzmrFi‘:i a?;rit exm;?ez::
ment to give the franchise to resident Indians, bu hmd’; ¢ Domil:ﬁ css-
ed what the Conference hoped would be done by the differen rions.

as opportunity offered.
MR. Sastri’s Visrr,

¥ i’s visit ¥ We were
j a word in regard to Mr. Sastri’s visit 1 We ‘
pleas{[(;}:co Iwz'llgoxg:slt\’[r. Sastri to Canada, and we sought to give him the
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runity to speak publicly, wherever he wished to.do so, to eonfer,

With aniy persons' whotn he might wish to meet, atid we were glad to have
e in conferente with us in the Cabinet, so that we could explain very,
fally ‘all the consideratibns of which we had to take account, I thi ‘
Mo Bastri appreciated our eltwhition the better, in view of having seen the,
- comditions for hiimself and Laving talked with many persons in different,

., Pirta-of the Dominion. .

1 cannot dq'bgt’ter,.iﬁ‘sélfixlg forth our Government’s attitude, thas .
read to the Conférence and place on record the letter I wrote to Mr. Sastri

justcas W8 was lehving the Dominion. It is dated Ottawa, the 5th Sep-.
tembar, 19022, and is —

e between us yesterday; 1.

™ In conveying to the Government of India an expression of the atti-
tude of the Government of (' i

S Loy at , in eight of the nine provinces
of “which our Dominion is composed, the general franchise is granted

to natives of India resident in Canada on terms which are identical to
those applicable- generally to Canadian citizeng. ’

Yours sincerely,
L - Macrenzie: King.

fod Y(iuf will observe that we I}ave promised Mr. Sagtr that when our
ederal franchise law comes up for revision we will take care t
Parliament is fully informed of his are to see that

°presentations and wishes, and.
will segk to have those representations and wigheg given v iy
tion. It is probable that the Dominion Fran

1. ] ) chise Act will 0

?temmn h;: &:%ae app;'og{:hmf session of Parliament, | told Mrc gﬁt:ip tlf‘;:
thops haxrdly probable that it would come u ion.

thgnght it would come up next session. P last session, but that I

y
e in & position to hear. any representat;
My friends from India. will b 101 that may

81t he , tention of the countr t -
b t)aelmagm'e a greater part of the country knew ndih)i'ngo am‘::
i#.the majority of the People of Canada “Were: aware that in the

every considera-. .

k ou
"it took their ancestors many many years to wor

’
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 provi iti lumbis, ror example, Indians had no franchise.
" B;ml:\yo‘th?%og: in olt'l'x’er provinces that they had the franchige,
bu

i iti i i fran-

i few in British Columbia not having the
eh.itseu::ogl‘(lieit;g&;t beth kenown to any extent outside that pro‘vmcei.ls (zrnce,
however, Mr. Sastri began delivering speeches, Labour Counc om

" ane end of the country to the other began to receive communications-

isati iti i ing them' to také - *

Labour organisations of British Columbia, asking tl )

ﬁz(l)':lto see that gnch standards as Labour had won in _Brxtx;h (goluinhl;si:

were maintained, Forces that were opposed to granting the \r;}!ll s
to Indians became organised in a way they had not been before. et

that same result might follow the visit of a- deputation from India I

i * mi ' i from India
cannot say. It might or might not. But, should our fmen_ds
think it will help them to have a delegation come to Canada to confer on
the-subject, we shall be most happy to appoint a corresponding g{ltl)u_p
tp;imeet and confer with them. If it were their desire to have their

- o delsgation given the sﬁdﬂunity of meeting the Parliamentary Committee

to which the matter will be referred for consideration, I should be glad to
see, if time 80 permitted their visit, that they were given a chance to
meet the members of that Committee and confer with them at Ottawa.
In other words, we would be only too happy to give any group which
may come from India or any person she may send most ample oppor-
tunities to discuss with our public men all the aspeets of this particular
uestion. 1 say this, having regard to the method of approach Sir
% ej Bahadur Sapru has presented to us here, He made it clear that
(J.} ittee would come for the purpose of ex;.)lormg the avenues and
% ommd eans to reach an ultimate result. He should recognise that
ways and m to take time over this matter, but I would like him to believe
we may have incere in hoping that we will be able to meet hig wishes.
that we are S’t do we may have to proceed step by step, but the
In see}{mg 80 10 as a whole are, I am sure, really desirous of meeting
ocgnafdiilmwpggt?sh citizens from India in every reasonable particular.
r fello Co
I have not the slightest doubt about that.

Tag EvoLuTioN oF SELF-GOVERNMENT.

rmitted to say just one word in conelusion.
S Perhaps (Il maS}:a brﬁl I;;:)ml;e very feelingly the othefr dﬁ}_'vgx:z nf)ol;-‘
t'“ Tej Baha urd thlt)a desires of India in the matter of self-g that ent.
1cal freedom an dia I heard a good deal of the dlscus%(})lnth ¢ was
When 1 was in Irdia that I have a natural sympathy wi We eilro
going on. Let me :;z righf to manage their own ztlffalrsi ghog{g fe:l
((:)ifti:lz):r(l)p(:g Itt(l)dihat,l v:nd this is what I felt most a:r:h:ft t;:: eI’Sritis‘h Empire
] in India, being a par 20\ riment
:ﬁmve every’;lhmgu:elz: tggttlr;nbee that this desire f(;:;cselfogfl)zg in han
Wfﬁeb i {iszdsin the course of time in a maﬂﬂengineor’lceivable that
self ; r(lag be most effective and helpful. views of the different
the oini represented at this table and the ith the aspirations of
oe ?P}mon:e rgsente d here should not accord thI think we have to
selfmunomsmegt There is this, however, which s have had occasion
re -go;ern nd which those of us in the Dommiog largely by ecitizens
tom:n;l,el" l:hat our Dominions have been peop ihose who have been
Wwho ehal:ﬁ, come from the British Isles, and that

. . - h
. e with ideals whie
Iost active in effecting reforms have themselves come W5 C% Lo R, g

“Dominions was .

i v in the
Our struggle for responsible government In \ p

2LDPI
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largely a continuation of the long struggles of * deveral ‘contury
in the British Isles, and I think the evolution of se!f-g@vgf
in the Dominions las become what it ‘is largely because  of LG
-long process of political training through which in prévious
“¢he peoples of the British Isles passed. I“or. tlu!t reason, I holx:er
friends in India will appreciate that here again time may be a help!

) 5

‘Atiinuts” the ‘people of Australia; a"nd‘mﬁs"t”""*ﬂi"tli":
‘Adsteatiin 'iGove‘gn;nent. Nor as I fally “anﬁgo:stand H,ig’
slighiest: shadow of sugpestion that the immigration of Indigni
Justralia is desifsd by the Government or by the people of
u sitmpty & Yaestion of satisfying the legitimate aspirations ol

oiat i1 mn _ Indians ‘who #re ‘already lawf domiciled in our midst and N
* factor in working out what, in the long run'in thl‘; “g:';;;‘fg’e&f Hce buting by this actioh to the l:loll{xtion' of an Imperial p B'Y:zl"b'y
herself, will be thqg?,rest and best guide to quplete Sell-g . ) removal of anomalies which, as I understand, are felt' very keenly in
, e ’ S o [ndia,gn view of her new status as an integral pa of tha Imperizl Com.
*~ AUSTRALIAN OPINION. L | mmSM Lo T e
STATEMENT BY MR. BRUCE. - : - - T3 1m0 onger 8 mere demennr o one of . e
B oL DRARED L , R . India, i§ no longer a mere dependénc » but one of the co
. '-Mr. Bruce, Premier of Australia, said : , g 'mqﬁﬁers of ‘the British Commonwe‘Sth of I‘itions. We have thegg::t::
"~ Mf. Prime Minister—T would like to preface the few W ~ ‘adnfiration for the efforts put forth by India in the Iate war, whereby
wish to make by congratulating the representatives of India oh’ the! she won her new status. I need only refer to her contributions in men,
very eloquent and temperate manner in which they stated the case| | money and material, her recruitment on a voluntary basis of somethin
which they have presented. This question is not one which vitally like one and one-third million men, the services which her army render-
affects Australia as it does South of it. I desire, however, to ed by sending more than a million Indian troops overseas to all theatres
refer to the  resolution on the position of Indians adopted ab{ of war, and her free gift to the Imperial Exchequer which added, as
the Conference of 1921. The resolution commenced by re-affirm-; T am told, over 30 per cent. to her national debt at that time, - Apart
ing the previous resolution of 1918 that the Government of each! -

4 from these material aids, the moral value of the p:
community of the British Commonwealth should enjoy complete con~ ' i

trol of the compositidh of its own population by means of the restric-

have always been conspicuous for their loyalty to the British Throne: '
tion of immigration from any of the other communities. It then W?’“ but their wholehearted and voluntary participation in the -world coh-
on to recognise that there was incongruity hetween India’s position fdict undoubtedly afforded a striking proof of this to both foes and
as an equal member of the British Empire and the existence.of thé friends alike. Even, apart from that the welcome evidence that ‘in
disabilities upon British Indians lawfully domiciled in some other its hour of need t

¢ he Empire may rely on India as a strength and support
Pparts of the Empire. The resolution recorded the opinion that in instead of a source of weakness as our late enemies dared hope, T wish
the interests of the solidarity of the British Empire, it was desirable to to emphasise that the people of Australia have always had the greatest
recognise the rights of such lawfully domiciled Indians to citizenship

respect for India’s traditions, her culture, her literature and her arts,
in their countries of domicile. This resolution was concurred in by, her attainments in the world of thought and achievements In, action,
the representatives of Australia. - in a word, for her civilization which, while reposing on such ancient.
, . ) . . . foundations, has at the-same fime shown itself capable of progress and
The objeet of the representatives of India at this conferemce i adaptation to the needs of the modern world. That civilisation is not -
};):hf]gi}clf f(ﬁlwa}-d tht(? qu.es'rio? olf the status of Indians is, I underst:!;‘;i: identical with ours. It is older and it is the civilisation of the East rathep
), rurther the investigation of the question of means for givi ractl st. It is not a policy founded on the feelin s of race or
effeet to that part-of the resolntion which refers to theg recn(;ggn%tion ol: z};?:u:h%s:reit is motived byp economic considerations wg'hich :;geg:
the rights of citizenship of Indians lawfully. domiciled in other parts . : g

’ i i i . be clear and cbgent.
« - of the Empire. As far as Australia 18_concerned, this question, has to‘ e

been the subject of considerable public discussion, and representatives EASTERN CIVILISATION.

i : i t the civilization of the East, though older and
: i:u:hthat liwfulgddomwlflied Indians should enjoy full citizen rights -posngblga;’xf si)axil(:t‘légpeds superior, is different ﬁrﬁ”a-g’at o thfe st
& question’ did not figure in the preliminary agenda of the eon- i his implies a well marked difference of econo-
%eregce, I have not had an opportunity of consultin{; mg colleagues or my fnl}g’ szx::ﬁf}é)st heizlil;?i%s’ijmﬁglragts would be able to wf?rk a?d tsuppé)rt, N
- . : . s oy . “hio , U =
reﬂ;an;zntwgﬁgi elt. SOI Paerhezs, t}lln?rw;Y:?t’ioﬁusot;aliigiaﬁbI:ico x:i?:lilll;gn i:: life with what to them would represent a high degree of comfort, under

conditions and for wages which woul make it impossible for workers

of European descent, accustomed to European standards, to _compete

with“?htgm Tf, therefore, Asiatic immigrants were admitted it would
. b ’

in Australia ig small—there are be impossible to provide employment for Europeans. They would in--
only 2,000 of them—from the purely Au

Australia is concerned any meas
of the Empire. ’ .

ure which is conceived in the interest
As the whole number of Indians

i . ket and our population and
i i . stralian view-point the problem evitably be ousted from the labour mar ' an
18 & small one. But it is recognised that this is part ofpa larger Ipmperial, with it our institutions and our civilisation yz'oultd1 gfﬂfiugilé rig?gegheg
problem. Tt is not a question of admitting fresh Indians within our original European character, which we areina ;rn ot erttined to
territory. That would be contrary to the fundamental prineciples which do all in our power to preserve. It is for this reaso

wealth Parliament has passed enactments which effectively prohibit
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the immigration of Indian or other Asiatic settlers or- and it
is for thgi:areason we welcomed the regolution of 1918, reaﬁrmef;g
1921, whereby the Imperial Conference recognised the right of
Government tp control the composition of the population of its conng
Y means of restriction on immigration from other communities of horr
pire.’ That resolution was accepted by India, and the Governm

of India have never swerved in their loyal acquiescence and ¢o-opers-
tion with us in our policy.

But viewing the relations of India with other parts of the Empire

as an Imperial problem, we appreciate that the maintenance of the

immigration policy is only one side of the question. . On the other
sli?i?l 50 have l:he ?i’esire of India to see the grant -of political and other
rights of citizenship accorded to her sons who bave already, and in
somre cases for many years past, been legitimately domiciled within
Australia. The object of both resolutions, as I regard them, is to
foster the cohesion of the Empire as a single unit, comprehendmg_ w1§hm
itself not only ecertain communitips of the Europeal} race, all inspired
by Western ideals and civilisation, but also uniting in one _System
the different ideas and elements of strength and potentialities of
progress towards the common good which the Empire is happily able
to draw from Eastern as well as Western sources,

In view of the position which exists in Australia and the con-
gideration which hag been given to the question, there is no necessity
for a committee further to discusg the matter such ag has been sug-
gested by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. While I appreciate the spirit in
which it is put forward, I do not think

y ¥ » in the special circumstances
of Australia, there is any necessity for such action, :

MR. MASSEY’S SPEECH.

Posimion v Npw ZEALAND,

Y the representatives of India. I am
mp: act which was very evident, that while
they were insistent in looking after the interests of India they apoke
as patriotic British citizens, I do not think there will be very much
difficulty in the plan,

fficul I am thinking now of the proposals that com-
mittees representing the Dominions sh

ould meet a committee represent-

y for my own country, and

W Zealand jg concerned, we

lly t { 18 resident in New Zealand

tshe same prlvileges Wh;(ﬁl ;r:h enjoy;lt‘ed by the people of the Anglo-
axon race who are settle ere. There i i i

between t_h.em. If there is, cen nt mctically no dxﬂgrence

e W(()irk:airs ;n New Zealand are naturally
] resent standard o living, and, if there happen-
ed to be a l?rge ’mﬂux of the natives of India gt any time, they phgwe

,8boriginal natives of New

’ ® lowered. They afe nturally.
snxious, and I am bound to say the New Zoaland Parliam &m
snXious, to anything :

. There is no
So far as the
are concerned they are in exactly
© same position as Furopean residents in New Zealand: They have
the same lpmnleges in regard to Parliament and in connection wix local
i have heard it stated as a matter of fact that there is an
impression in India that the representatives of the Indian Emipire at
the Imperigl Oonference do not occupy the same position as the re-

Dominions or other parts of the Empire. Now
I think that ought to be contradicted emphatically, We who represent
th b

Ing 88 race prejudice or anything of that sort.

AartaTiION I InDIA

I know this that India has become during recent years a ‘fruit.-
ful hunting ground for agitations. I am not thinking of Indian agi-
tations when I say that because I know, and it is nothing to be proud
of, that some of the people of our own race have taken a prominent
part in fomenting trouble in India, and not only India but in those
British countries where g number of the natives of India havetbec%m:
located. There are not many opportunities in my own country, bu
I have known the people of our own race to be doing their level best
to stir up trouble with the natives of India. Fiji is our neighbour,
and/ there is a large number of Indians there. I am not speaking
for Fiji, but would only sa{l thishathalf} I have tl;e best t(;f rﬁasonsbfor
knowing—I know ‘it officia y—that Europeans requently have been-
doing their level best to foment disturbances in Fiji. I am simply
speaking of labour troubles and difficulties of that sort. hO(lece troubles arc;
start and when strikes take place, we, who have ha experience o
thesee‘ii;;xdustrial troubles, never know when and where they are going

d, and they sometimes stir up trouble, which is not forgotten for
to end, y h : .

a very long time afterwards. My opinion—I speak as a British citizen
and not only as the representative of New Zealand—is that we should
d rerything possible to make the natives of India feel, whether here
0 ;,: 1151’ dia itself, that we want to treat them with Jjustice, and that
3;; want to do everything that is fair, right, and proper as far ag they

are concerned. i

we think of government by

1 d‘I knowh&rf:gtlzemv;;ligl a'tlm‘iv hfnthink it was the Mellhara.]a W]ﬁ) :

ndians we ) ? ; take place it wi
: i hat if development is to p

expressed ."hl‘{) °ﬂv"1’1§,°t"’igtc§ned Western methods. We can understand
not be quite by huge population of India, the number of
ne remembers the huge pop ke d

that Whep 0 there, the number of languages that are spoken, and .
o 'meh arel' ions’ I have often thought that it might be desir-
the different religions. India be divided into a number of
time comes to let In . .. n
able when the tim h te or Empire as it is at present,
ini her than remain one State or B he outside. Th
(Ilolrln;mmnstr%; erto India, and I only look at it from the outside. @

ve no en ?
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European residents of India and the representatives of India thémh:
selves know very much better than I do what will be. necessary. 3«

time to come to enable Indians to attain the position they desire
occupy. o . A

I was very much struck with the concluding remarks. o Lord-

Peel, and I have not forgotten that 'when the destinies of the ritish,
Empire were trembling in the balance there was no hesitation,
on the part of India to do her duty, I will not say to come to its-
assistance, beecause when they were fighting for the Empire they upy +
doubtedly did their duty in a way which was admired in every B} 1
of the Empire and by everyone of its races. The Prime Minjstemr of§
Australia has mentioned the number of meun who were sent and the:
amqunt of money contributed by the Indian ‘Empire itself, and op.
that account 1 am quite sure the representatives and the patriotio,
British citizens to whichever part of the Empire they belong will always -
be desirous of upholding the wishes of the people of India and assis$-:
ing in the development they so ardently desire. 1 do not know wheiber
it can be done for some time or not. Probably hurrying up matters
might do more harm than good. So far as the committees are con-
cerned, when Mr. Sastri was.n New Zealand he had an opportunity
of meeting both branches of the Legislature, and an opportunity of
saying everything he chose to say to them. lle said that so far as
New Zealanld was concerned he: then had piactically no fault to find.
1 hope later on the same thing may be said of the residemts in the
other parts of the Empire. 1 was present, of course, when the original
arrangement was made in 1918. I was present when it was re-affirmed
in 1921, and by that we' desjre to stand. lf any improvements can,
be snggested with regard to what is in operation at present 1 have’
not the slightest doubt, but that the representatives of the-Lodnini

and other representatives of the British Empire herex:ws_ﬂ'coﬁmder
them. I do not know whether anything of the sort 18 {ntended at
present, but I want to assure the representatives of Inc}la that, so
far as they are concerned, there is no desire to keep the‘m' in tlge back-
ground, but to give them all the privileges that British citizens in other
parts of the Empire enjoy. 1 should like to say that 1 do not intend
to interfeye in the matter of Kenya. The position in South Africa
stands by itself, and I am not able to judge of it. I only say that I
should like to do anythivg I possibly can to bring avout a better under-
standing between the two races in South Africa, those representative
of the KEuropean race and those representative of the Indians. If we
can do anything at all we shall only be too glad to do it. -

GENERAL SMUTS’S SPEECH.

‘General Smuts said :—I desire to pay my tribute -also _to the
earnestness, elogquence, and ability of the speechés that have been
made here by representatives of India. The proposal which has been
niade by~ Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru does not concern South Afries, and
therefore 1 do not think it necessary for me to detain the Conference
for any length. Asshowever, the subject is a very difficult one I may
perhaps be allowed to say a few words in refercnee to the general

;
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British communities, and I think a few words of mine might not be
out of place here. So far as I can judge the atmosphere has -really
become worse in. the last two years for a solution of this question.
In South 'Affica undoubtedly it has become worse. That is due partly
to the visit of Mr.-Sastri and his speeches in various parts of the
Empire to which I do not wish to refer with any particularity. The
Prime Minister of Camada has said what the effect of the visit has

been «in Canada, and in South Africa it has undoubtedly. emphasisedv.

the diflenlties that existed before. That was ome of the reasons why
1 thought it might mot be wise.for Me. Bastri to come to South Afriea.
Omwltmm great enough as they are. -~ .

¥, 'N

I SourH AFRICA AND KENYA,

There was another circumstance which has affected the attitude
and atmosphere in South Africa very cogmderably,‘ and that is the

Kenya question. _

There is no doubt that in South Africa a profound sympathy w
stirred up for Kenya. Here you have a very small British community,
a handful of settlers who find themselves pitted against the mighty empire
of India, who find themselves against overwhelming forces, and who,
although they are the most loyal community in the British Empire,
consisting mostly of ex-army men, had in the end to go to 'tpe length
of almost threatening force in order to maintain their p?smon. The
sympathy that was aroused and stirred for Kenya in South Africa
has had & very serious repercussion there on the Indian question a8 &
whole. 1 have no fault whatever to find with the attitude either of
the Colonial Office or the India Office here. I have nothing but praise

for the way they handled this very difficult situation, and the settle-

ment that was come td was, I think, a wise compromise and, so far

i nce went, I used it with the people of_ Kenya to get them
:: l:gc;;? u&ne settlen;ent as they have accepted it. But ::h mu:: ts?.]y
quite frankly that I have been very much perturbed over the att1 ttl'.h e
adopted by the Indian Government. in this matter. They pressed the
casep against Kenya In a way which seemed to me to exceed the hmcllts
of ?1 nce and wisdoIn, and when a settlement was ultun?itely mtilnl e,
1ﬁmpru e Soas used with regard to it which 1 think woul 1seel:ta thy
notslﬁalge the cauge of loyalty either in India or anywherg 3 eﬁmt i:
Empi:ep The whole incident, as I say, has had a very bad eliec

South Africa.
EurorEaN CIVILISATION.

‘ Afri i i t. Sir
; ; African viewpoint are very great. _
) The difficulties. f;::l s;li](i and -quite rightly, that hthe.ma.,]oll')lt;tr l:f;
Tej Bahadur S?r&e British Empire are coloured. That 13 sq,t u ot
the population o All through the very able and moderate arg

e make this remsr - terred to this colour question,
: ; dur Sapru he re s infi
ment of Sir Tej B?}?icix was either openly o b l.nfertence 11;{3;?:3
::dththe g;.?:ﬁnhltglbjects who have colour. Well, T wish to say
ose

¢

tituation. The Mabaraje has said very rightly that what this question
Tequires is- an understanding not only of the .difficultics and special
- Position of India, but also the dificulties and special position of other
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'far as we in South Africa are concerned,‘it is not a question ﬁom
It is a different prineciple that is involved. I think that every thinking’

to us because of his colour or on any other ground. He may be
superior. It is a case of a small civilisation, a small community

man in South Africa takes the attitude that an Indian is not infe%
dut

ing itself in danger of being overwhelmed by a much.older and mopeé
powerful civilisation, and it is the ecomomiec eompetition from p s
who have entirely different standards and viewpoint from oul'lselﬂ"‘l"‘*ll ¥ 5

From the African viewpoint what is the real difficulty ¥ You
a continent inhabited by a hundred million Blacks, where a few S“l
‘White communities have settled down as pioneers of European clvt!l!@:%
tion. You cannot blame these pioneers, these very small commanmiil®’
in South Africa and Central Africa if they put up every possible Bgh"
for the civilisation which they started, their own European cimhﬂﬂ'?'f
tion. They are not there to foster Indian ecivilisation. They 8ré.
there to foster Western civilisation, and they regard as very serious-.
anything that menaces their position, which is already endangered .bY?;
the many difficulties which surround them in Africa, In South quca.
our position.in a nutshell is as follows : in the Union we have a nativé,
population of over six million. We have a White population of 0ver
one and a half million, and we have an Indian population of some-.
thing like 160,000, mostly confined to one Provinee, the most British
Provinee in. the Union, the Province of Natal. Mr. Sastri, in_one 0
his. somewhat outrageous statements referred to this as a Boer Empiré
an Empire which is swamped by Boer ideals. Well, the fact is Indial.
difficulties have mostly arisen and continue to grow in a part of S?‘?th-
Africa where there are almost no Boers at all, in an almost purely Brit
community. But you have in this province of Natal a majority 0%
Indians and a minority of British settlers, and whatever the vad
of the past may have been, the grandchildren of to-day do not plea
guilty to the errors of their ancestors, and they want to rlgl}t N
situation and safeguard the future for themselves and their children.
What is the position? In the Cape of Good Hope and the Cape
Province we have a franchise, a property and income and literary
‘franchise, and in that Province Indians are on exactly the same footlng
and have the same franchise as the Whites. No difference is maadeés:
but in the other three Provinces of the Union -we have a manho
suffrage.

)

i MANHOOD SUFFRAGE.

In the two Provinces of the interior, the Transvasl and the Free
State, that franchise was laid down by the British Government and not
by ourselves. When -we received a constitution -aftecr the Boer War
.many years ago, this constitution contained a manhood suffrage an
that has remained the state-of affairs up to to-day, and will probably
remain the state of affairs for a long time. The tendencies in Sout
Africa, just as elsewhere, are all democratic. You cannot go back on
that manhood suffrage. Once it has come you will probably pass on
from manhood suffrage to universal suffrage. That was the act ©
the British Government and not the people of South Africa. How are
you going to work that in with an Indian franchise ¢ If an Indian
franchise is given it has to be identical. No differentiation would be
allowed by Indian public opinion and quite rightly. Well, the result

41

"Would be that in Natal certainly you would. at once have an Indian
‘Majority. mg;g the voters. Bu{ our difficulty is still greater. Ym}
“have g majority of Blacks in the Union and if there is to. be equa
anhood suffrage over the Union, the Whites would be swa_mped by
_Blacks. You cannot make a distinction between Indians and
You would be impelled by the inevitable force of logie fto

0 the whole hog, and the result would be that not_only would the
tes be swamped in Natal by the Indians but the Whites would be
SWamped all over South Africa by the Blacks and the whole position

fl;' which we have striven for 200 years or more now would be given
v L ,

So far as South Africa is concerned, therefore, it is a.ques‘tion of im-
ity. Sir Tej Bahadur and his colleagues say quite rightly that

' for'-lud‘? it is a question of dignity. For South Africa, for White South-

Afl'lea, it ig N P 3 1 d no
not a question of dignity, but a question of existence, and n
gﬁ;’fﬁ.“ nent eoyld qfor a moment either tamper with this position or ,qo
tion N8 10 meet, the Indian viewpoint. That is why, I think, the resqiu-
a Passed in 1991 was a mistake. I thought it then. I still think 1t
Wi §teat mistake, e got on the wrong road there. For the first time
€ have pagseq a resolution through this Conference by a maJO_I‘ltY- It
38 never been done before, and I do hope it never will occur again. Our
Procedure in this Conference has been by way of unanimity. If we cap-
10t convince each other, we agree to differ, and to let the matter stand
OVer. But for once we have departed from that most salutary prineiple
Which I consider fundamental to the whole Empire, and we passed that
resolution by a majority. I had to stand out, but that has made things
Wworse in South Africa. South Afrieca now certainly sees that she has to
stand to her guns mach more resolutely than she would have done other- .
wise. I think we made a mistake in 1921, and that is why I suggested the
other alternative consideration of this subject. ‘ ’ :

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru said I was subtle, that my memorandum was
a subtle one. .I am not subtle, and my memorandum, I thought, was a
truism. All I said was this. There is one British citizenship over the
whole Empire, and there should be. That is something solid and endur-
ing, but we must not place a wrong interpretation upon that. We must
not derive from the one British citizenship th_e rights of franchise, becaqse
that would be a profound mistake. Thg attltugie has b_een that fr'anchls‘e
does not depend upon British citizenship. It is only in India this posi-
tion is not understood. Indians go to the length of Qemw'ng\from their
British citizenship the further notion of equal franchise rights, too, and
they claim they may go from India to any other part and enjoy the same
franchise rights as other portions of the Empire. I think that wrong,
not only as regards India but as regards every part of the Empire.
do not think that an Australian, for instance, should come to South Africa
and claim franchise there as a matter of course. He is a British .subJec’c,
and in that footing we are equal in the eye of the law, but when it gomes
to the exercise of political franchise vights I think there is a great differ-
ence and distinction and we should recognise that. And where a dwhnc;
tion is carried into actual praectice, as it is in _South Africa, it shouléi no
be looked upon as an indignity, as a reflection on the citizens of ]:::ISy
Dominion, including India, who eome to us and who do not get those rights.
That is really all I wish to say about this matter.. -

L2DPT
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1 noticed in Si 8} o ) :
almost, looked like z:rtl’xrri{a,t?—a&ﬂuirf ﬁﬁﬁf: fs !sltat-ement a remark which. \ IRISH FREE STATE 'S VIEWS. &
4 ails 1n forcing Oli us the view . . . , i o y vi-.
Mg. FiTzGERALD’S -SPEECH. - . :

which she holds so strongl mak

3 t . ‘ ‘

question of foreign polie)g.y\?é]eelxl1 sIb‘iv;n zl?i, o omapelied Lo ? bave it M. Wit | ! s

fustion o foreigu polcy. ell, 1 OF 'iay this, You cannot have it - : Mr. Fitzgerald said +—Mr. Prime Mihister.—In’ our _countiy I do

both ways. s Tong s it is maier o Wl a.t‘ are. the rights of British ll:ot need to say we have no racial distinctions at alk: .Indla'ns' in’ Ireland"

%0 the British Empire. If it becomz\' :yé‘;g;;oa m?tfer eutirely domestis n;veththe Is1ame position, s Englibittd or South lAfmcans"l‘hIt seemsﬂll:o

3 Bria o i \ aestion of foreign T hen. that this matter falls more or less into two ¢ asses. , There are the
claim ou the Grownd of theis Beivisy citize'nshil;)) an))'" morﬂfp Indians in the Dominions and Indians in the Colonies and mandated terri-

the recognition of an ; . .
y particular right. Onee they appeal to a tribunaly tories, etc. Now we recognise the Dominions as indepe:;flept soz:eixeign
look after their own affairs, and We

whether it be s _

Empire, they ;3; ﬁgaﬁllllz e(;f ul\s:tlo‘ns or whether it be outside the British- copntries, having a perfect right to A d 3
zenship. I want to keep it thel‘? alll a.}‘gum‘eut the common British eiti-~ really have no right to interfere there ; and 'in the mandated terrifories
must not derive from that citizenship ‘1‘ ant it to be recognised that you and, Protectorates they, are controlled by the British Govemme'nt, and we’
just say this in regard to what fell lf claims you cannot uphold. Let me ave 1o regponsibility. So all I can do really is to give an opimion.: We
we do not invite him he will invite hilomlfthe Maharaja. He said that if %@ 10 responsibility in the matter, but if we had re§p9nsxt.nhty, we
" The Maharaja of Al . Tsett. made, ve o protest very strongly against any ragial distinctions being
Ja of Alwar : I did not quite say that. : \ade.. We, who are not Anglo-Saxons, have suffered a good deal in_ the
General Smuts : Let me say this, Maharaj oy : Bast from peing treated as an inferior race. >utting myself in the .posic
welecome in South Africa than you W ldlal aja. Nobody would be more lon of an Indian 1 do mot think the Indian representatives here.are of
more than that you should c()meyaq w01'1 , and 1 \\'ou!d welcome nothing an equality with us, because they are not really here i & representative
into conditions in South Africa g fll{f;eat representative of India. to look Capacity, They are ROt really sent by an independent Indian Gowern-,

there, and convince yourself alg’outll.v , couvinee yourself of the situation Ment, and they ecannot really be regafded as equal with the rest of ws. . If.
tical difficulties we have, our fg '1}“’ apart from the far-reaching poli- were an Indian putting myself in their position I would recognise that:
fellow citizens is one of j,ustice n(; c;l}lputa]_ attitude towards our Indian this hyper—sensitiveness that they have about their treatmeunt -outside
and fair-play. I do not think our Iudian . India arises reslly from the fact that they have not so far reached the

degree of self-government that the rest of us have reached. e

fello j ; .
w subjects in South Africa can complain of injustice. It is just the .
to Indians in the Protectorates and so oz the Govetnment

opposite. S .
hﬂgest:t:me 'I;gzi’eh::ecggﬁtger;goe:l(cee(}mglly in South Africa. People who With vegard’
. S ple wh ave ¢ ) . . .. ) W h T . 2
ge %fpressed classes in India have 1),-((,)5},:::.23 w,ll]}l: _t‘hexhql 33 memberg of which is' primarily responsible for “those places, being’ the Governmenrt:
school. They have been educated, and their h-f&l children have ?"an which is alsé responsible for India, it seems to us unjust that there ghould
ren to-day are, many of them, men of great a(I: }1 ren and grand-child:. be any-distinction drawn between Indians and other British subjects ip*
' 5 wealth. . those places. At the same time, it seerus to me that the only golutidn of!
- ) Mr. C. F. AxNDREWS’S A this trouble which comes from racial sensitiveness is for Tndians to be in:
) DVICE. Lo v
I noticed the other day the Rev. (., ¥, Andr A L. a position to make real rec1proce;l arrangements and make bargain: fori:
of the Indian cause in South Afrie ndrews, who is a great friend bargain. The only way this Indian ticuble is really going ‘to be solved
South Africa not to go back to India l:-lq?la’ publicly advised Indians 1o is for that progress towards self-government, whatever form of Self:gov:
actually pay for their tickets, giv th (he Government of South Africa ernment they consider suitable for themselves, for that progress to be
ments in order voluntarily t(; ;g te- em pocket-money, and other induece- hastened with all speed so as to avoid what Sir Tej Babadu¥':Sapru and
selves of that policy and retur et mln to India, and thousands avail them- the Maharaja have indicated as revolutionary methods taking the place of
protagonist of the Indian ca 2 (} ndia. That gentleman, who is a great evolutionary methods. We in our country must necessarily sympathise
in with that policy. He sa s ;as publiely advised Indians not to fall whole heart);dl with the Indians, both in their protest against their in-*
this to show that there is Yf’s " ou will be worse off in India.”” 1 quote fer-mr— race tre};,tment and in their feelings as to the freetlom ' of- their-
in India, but when they co,fleuél/ airness, no injustice to our fellow-citizens countr N We also recognise quite plainly here thdt we have no right 1o
we eannot possibly recognise ogi“xtgtlaild ?!}k? claims whieh, politically, dictatey'to other Dominions as to what they do in their own aréas, That
143 ’ e o r1 1 3 o . . e e
o I::;“'lon as regards them will beecome very diﬂeixég}:;n:;sdztl)lllnz?::gd and is all T have to say Mr. Prime Minister:
more eliall\'lggaz%]ea (:)f' %lwar + 1 should just like to get my mind a little '
have built their hoﬁs:a;l ’ixfxrflgtzgazh‘s, with regard to settlers in Natal who INDIANS IN .NEWFOUNDLAND.
) eir mone, c )
What would you propose about them ? y, and spent their lives there. Mg, WABREN’S SPEECH. -
General Smuts : The ' jan dele-
i ; ; y y have al i i R : -atulation to the Indian delé
ing for parliament and the provial' tlhe rights barring the rights of vot- . Mr. Warren said i—I pust add 77 confglt'ﬁ eeches they made. AS
South Africa have. Our law drﬁ}: n?‘(‘;.lct‘.ls that any White citizens in gation upon the eloquence and the forcltla c:e noe ds'gtmction O atover. As
political rights that are in question. 'I‘her;S :;cilzi Vlval;attger‘ It is only far as Newfou_ndla:nd 113 9:i1;§e$g(jle::ehe Z\an vote in Newfoundland in: the
) plained to you, we are ong as an Indian 18 aalizl, Canadian, or New Zealander, or anybody. else.

up Wam' st a stone wall and w
€ cann i
ot get ovep it, Same way as an A\lStr

~
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* We have no restriction on emigrati i jan i
ha ; gration, and I may say that if an Indian 18,

a British subject the mere fact that he is an Indiyan 1}.; no bar to his becom:
:ing naturalised and obtaining a vote in that way in Newfoundland. E
lo not want to express any opinion upon the internal affairs of any other;
sister Dominion. o

SIR TEJ BAHADUR SAPRU REPLIES.

, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru said,: Mr. Prime Minister.—I must tell youf
,a].)nd,_t}_xrough;yqu, your colleagues in His Majesty’s Government and 8.
ominion Prime Ministers that I could not have hoped to have d, 8
better hearing here. Therefore, my thanks are duc to one and all of yoU
even though it may not be that I see eye to eye with you in some of yout
;emilll‘.kﬂ- I will, first of all, refer to the speech delivered this morni
y His Grace the Duke of Devonshire. I listened with deep interest W

his speech, and let me express to him my thanks for the manner in whic®”

he has expressed sympathy with our general aspirations in this matters

His Grace was good enough to say he 'di . :
g ay he did not want to mislead India 12
regard to Kenya, and therefore he spoke frankly. 1 hope His Grace will

pardon me if I also desire to be equally frank in giving expression to our
II)()-lslltlon.be I did not expect at any moment durin;? theglastpfew days that
Kenav: b en working over this question that I would go back with
wan{t ecl;lOl} reversed. That was not what I was aiming at. But
ar spt.ma te it abundantly plain that I do not wish the substance of Y
?or%gtillon o ll:e affected. The latguage of the resolution is a matter
muét i limgnt, Sut it is of the very essence of that resolution that Keny#
It oo1 etm’._ G}eqondly, I want to explain that while His Grace has 881¢
I " ges Ky s Government are not prepared to accept the resolution B
Telfi!:"rdl oI 9lrllya my country will refuse to accept that decision as Mb%
e n}"i, wil hmake }t plain that the committee I have proposed should 18
conferr I(llg with the Colonial Office, have the widest scope. That is to S85
It o 1scIléss not only questions affecting other Colonies, but also those
re g to Kenya. Otherwise I do not see how you can possibly satisfy
{1 countrymen. This js all I wanted to say with regard to the committee
;m its dealings with the Colonial Office here. Well, I will now pass on
rom the Duke of Devonshire and the Colonial Office to the Dominion

nigters. I have listened with very great interest to the speech of Mr. v

Mackenzie King, and must thank him heartily for supporting me aB

accepting the substance of my proposal. There are just one or two words

with regard to his speech I would lik is vi
. _ e to say. He referred to his view,
or rather the construction put in his Parliament on the resolution of 1921,

and he read out a passage from Mr. Meighen’s speech. Now let me tell

];;Hiat:'}at ge alj‘:'e here sitting not as lawyers, nor are we sitting in a court
that 1o £ ur functions are quite different. I suppose we would claim
foat ¢ e 1unctlons of a statesman are very much higher than those of &

wyer, although I myself happen to be associated with that noble pro-

fession. Now that resolution of 1921, T believe, was not drafted by a con-.

X:ngglltl'ﬁi;at iar. It was probably drafted by some one of the stotesmen
able, or by someone similar to a statesman, and I would like

ou and you i . . .
xy;xen. your Parliaments to approach it from the point of view of states-

I know that as a Prime Ministe
» | r and as a part litician i
safe to rely on certain phrases, but let me tell hifm ths;,tpi(i lwflllilil 11):: :lge}::

" which he probably

»

(“Mke to dispose of those words ‘' it is desirable ’’ 88
~+ARg U it , re legally binding upon him
"o upon him. 1 do not care whethor they :rticulgatllly by the manner in

+9¢ mot, I inspir hope, and

which Mr., g:; cll:;snli‘i?‘]li% 2‘:8 spl(,)i’en, thft the result of the conferense.
of the committee which we propose t0 gend to Canada with the pommltte:
8oing to be appointed there to consider the questions of franchise °“m£

ut lead to satisfactory results. 1 will not anticipate the verdiet of the
“%onference of two committees which Mr. Mackenzie King has, to a certain
extent, attempted to do. I will leave it entirely in the hands of the com-
to dism::seome to their own conclusions, allll t?en will xk-):sg;)ea 11.:;1:;%” fOli3 3:
' i ow far we.a I

8 how far we are in agreement or e e a1 appreciate

‘ nise athy wi %
geognise his spirit of support and sympathy Wiy B ot Ghich you

havy I do thank you, Mr. Mackenzie King, for
~-v\‘9:§,1§9ken this morning. '
Bruce, and let me

From Mr. Mackenzie King T shall to Mr
X g all pass on to Mr. b
:fP Tess my unreserved admiration for the manner in which he has spoken
o '8 Morning, and the tribute he has paid to my countrymen and our.
Vthatxon. I note that he considers it unnecessary for my Governme!}t
send any committee to his country, because he thinks the problem 18
Such that it may be settled without any diseussion. Well, that is en-
touraging to me, but I do venture to express a hope that if we do decide
to send a committee, just.to place our case before him and his Govern-
ment, he will not refuse to accept that committee. We do not want to
send a commitee to create.any agitation in his eountry, or, for the matter
of that, any agitation in any country ; but if it is necessary for us to ex-
plain our positionto you and help you in the problem, for Heaven’s sake
do not refuse to accept a committee like that. We want simply to help
you, and if without receiving a commniittee from my Government and my
gountry you can solve the problem so much the better for you, and so
much the tetter for us, and so much the more creditable to you aad your .

Government.

Well, my thanks are also due to Mr. Massey. I hope Mr. Massey will
recognise that in my speech on Wednesday I thanked him. I very much
appreciate his reference to the services of India during the War, and I

vances as there may be in his country will re-

do sincerely hope such grie
" Y et t at his hands. I do hope he will accept the

ceive athetic treatmen
i i We with to help him in every possible way.

substance of my resolution. v n ev
We do not want to harass him in his own country or in his Government. .

" Now from Mr, Massey I propose to pass to General Smuts: I_am
sorry to miss him here. But I will say he has never replied to the points
I raised. He referred to my deseription of him as subtle, Well, if he
objects to that, I will withdraw it ; but T will say that his present speech is
remarkably illusory and evasive. 1 raised questlons with regard to_the
specific grievances relating to residence, aequisition of lz.m_d, and trading
opinion upon these

lice : "1 eountry, and I find no expression of ) :
icenses In 8 oon sal lution had nothing to do with him. It

tiestions. then said my reso o W
;]m;s}t);oirxlsarigeto do,with hi§1. I made it abundantly plain in the course
of my speech that I did not make an appeal to him on' the basis of the
resolution of 1921, but that my appeal was made to him mdepex}dent%y
of that resolution, and that I wanted him to join hapds with me in mvels 1-
gating facts, and trying to devise some methods of solving this problem
‘ ‘ thinks insoluble, bus which does npt appear to me in-
soluble. Again, he referred to Mr. Sastri and the prejudice he has caused
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I have already aid what T felt ahout Mr. Sastri, and T do mot Y

v a4 St sl s B plnded o Sy
“ Mgt 1t 1s a fau i i A
) 320. millions of his countrymen, which can reasonably be found Wit
. ‘ o KAt

me N%w I will comé to one particular portion of the speech which struek
o as ‘based on an entire misconeeption, legal and constitutional, that #
ebquestlon‘of citizenship. He said India was the only country- whieh

probably elaimed all political rights, merely from the fact that Indiass’®

were British citizens. Let me warn him th ia i ;
re ns. » at India is not the only countty
which holds that view. There are other countries which hg’ld those ~

views. Well, he ‘absolutely confuses territorial law with personal 1a¥-

I other words, his position really i i if i '
¢ ds, sitio y is this : ¢ That if in my own country
I did not enjoy the full rights of eitizenship when T go toyhis country -

must -be under a disability.”” I will put to General Smuts woul
?ave happened if an Trishman, bOfOI‘I:) the new constitml;tio: lég:ne into
orce, had gone from Ireland and settled down in. Natal or. any other
part‘ there, and was told : ‘ Because you are not a free nation within
your own bordgrs you dare not claim those rights, although you are
quahﬁ'e(%’ ﬂ.ﬂcord_mg to our franchise law to claim them.’’ There 18
:;ier%tlat cfonfusmn in the position which General Smuts takes. Really
law Oafc oi‘t)' thfil matter is this, that vou canno% according to the moders®
ol wt.m;s I’p and according to the latest development of thought on
and a1 ject, l?ee two kinds of citizenship in the same Ewmpire, a higher
i (iWeI'. . f"hen I go to your country and I-do satisfy the requiremen
an Indiaw ° b.‘amh’“"' you have no rieht to tell me that because I am
'Parliamgt::‘l Je.c(fh"f His Majesty T shall not be entitled to exercise, ¥ .
taken. and Y Iiih ts. Therein he_s the whole position General Smuts has
town.-lands det regard to the disability of Indians in the purehase of
Smut-q n sItm.dln respect of trade licenses and other things, Genéra
Theréf,oas thsax hefore, had not a word to say in his speech this morning.
tial andre e p?SItlon'rnn_mms 1_;hls. that while T receive support, sub.st?.n—
Prim Mgepera, from Hiv Majesty’s Government and all the Dominion
thé ce . inisters, T have reecived no support from Qeneral Smuts ; OB
be reon !ia?" }ie has expressed a desn"e that the resolution of 1921 shoul
repufgzizl e nf hope, fqr .1-he reputation of this. Conference, for the great
His M f_)nto, tge Dominion Prlrpe Ministers and for the reputation of
His Majesty’s Government, nothing of the kind will ‘be done, and that
difﬁgﬂty:u ’i’ay tell my countrymen that the problem is undoubtedly 8
of SOIvinqni‘ta ,Irfegg::ls:v iyli{n& a:io tto say }iou are trying to discoyer means
to the great Tmperial qu‘est?onst,l , you will change our attitude with regard

There is only one more remark T will make with regard to QGeneral -

?,

g;;‘;‘tifs ﬁpeech. He referred to the desire for repatriation and the ad-
Mr. ‘And . Andrews. Let me tell you that if any one understands
thoﬁsandl;ewg’ or knows him intimately, I do. There are hundreds and
their mo;cho ,:;ny countrymefi' in South Africa who. cannot even speak
fled there e;- do'{lfl}e. They bave settled there. Their fathers have set-
it to leave & 1 &nld‘}xs] very easy to uniderstand how difficult they will find
lived. Tt is f 'in which they and their fathers and grandfathers have
reasons T shote those reasons Mr. Andrews advised, and it is for those
- battle should advise them not to leave that country, but fight their

es until their position is recognised some day or other as that of

‘of the Empire is standing against

17

oqual citizens. Gerieral Smuts said that as a British subject T could mot
' "domestic problem.

‘elaim. that this problem would pass from the stage:ofa
It is-not difflenlt

to that of a foreign problem. He wrisunderstood me. -

to foresee the stage being reached when even the Government of India,
whom he has attacked over its attitude in regard to Kenya, but which I
must admire for the very same attitude which it did take, may find if
Tecessary to appeal to His Majesty’y Government and say that one part
A the other, and it is for you and His
Majesty’s Government now to treat this problem inside your own Commaon-
‘wealth as you would deal with a problem of foreign policy. That is what
I meant, and I do anticipate a stage like that being reached at no distant
'date, in so far as the relations of India with South Africa are concerned.

 Lastly, T will pass on to wimt niy friend Mr. Desmond Fitzgerald said.
.,NO one would be more happy or eontented than myself if he could help
Mo to get self-government for India to-day. But that is a matter between
us ‘and His Majesty’s Government. 1 see no reason, however, why, until
We get eo_mpietg gelf-government in India, we should be treated on a lower
footing . in~Kithy George’s Empire outside India. We have strong gen-
timgt on th#t point, and there can be no weakening in that sentiment
-zlnc:f'nae?i I 'tll‘ll?';go%cmgd and so far as my fellow-countrymen are
King hard € 5 i illo-(me _who believe more strongly than 1 do, or 18
Curig arder han § o win v, o Indiy snd, God
Ataig;led by members of His Majesty’s é}])%e:;lzaei?btgﬁl aic gvl?]f not zlllo:v
those considerations to affect my position in regatd to the status of Indians
o S e e e e ik ap
the problem Wil & v ¢ laced. erefore, let us not mix W
the gwo. ‘I should be very glad, indeed, if the Conference would end.onsz
a resolution in favour of self-government, but T want them to endorse a
resolution also in regard to Tndians and their position overseas. i

I must also thank Mr. Warren for the support he has given me. Only
one word remains for me to say. When I moved that resolution I, per-
haps, did not make it quite clear that 1 was moving it. I merely said :
¢ My resolution is as follows.”” 1 wish the Conference to undergtand that
I definitely moved that resolution. I have already said I am open to argu-
ment with regard to the phraseology of it, so long as the substance remains

ds a place therein. That is a matter which lies
and so long as Kenya fn 'Sal (fﬁ"me, and could be sent up to you later on.

e Colon1
l]);ﬁzv %e?iomvii:;ioﬂ:nove that resolution, and 1 beg your.suppori};).‘)rd.m‘;i any
rate, I am entitled to ask for support of the ggeral idea emI ied in
that’ resolution. I do wish it to be understood fMat, as fquas f-ea]ﬁ afi?;n-
cerned, I stand by the resolution of 1921, and by the prmelplet(i)on%h 5:8
I do not wish to put any larger inter_pretatlo?hgr;mtgie;;i(; uthat by :{: is
justified or just. But do not let me give you the improssion B el or

: the resolu
any weakening o7 L Piary far as the 198 ) ad the honout to put be-

ary resolution W ] 0 be-
fore you on Wednesday lgt is gor}cerned. I thank you Mr. Prime Min |
ister and all the other Prime Ministers. - .

i ___’————-—-— .
OF SPEECHES.
apk most sinéer‘ely the ‘members

VISCOUNT PEEL’S REVIEW
sympathetic Way in which

—1 desire to th

i 1 said .
Viscount Pee . very cordial an d

of the Conference for th
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they have recelved our proposals about the position of Indians in the Em-
pire. I thank them also for the high place they have assigned to this
question among the Empire problems. I thank them for the complete
grasp they have displayed of this difficult business, not as an isolated or
local or Indian question, but in its Imperial aspect, and am grateful to
them for the complete frankness and fullness with which they have ex-

_ plained- the views of those they represent. In opening this discussion I

explained that the intensity of feeling aroused in India was due to the
opinion widely held there that the disabilities of Indians were based on
the distinetion of colour, and were badges of racial inferiority. I did
not associate myself with that view. I believed it to be a mistaken course.
This diseussion has shown I was amply justified. Any impartial person
reviewing the statements made will find it impossible to prove that any
general ban is maintained against Indisns in the Empire, or that through-
out the Empire they are placed in an inferior status, or again that such
disabilities as they may suffer from are based on colour or racial grounds.

The Duke of Devonshire has shown that in the West Indian Colonies,
British Guiana, Jamaica, and Trihidad Indians enjoy the same rights a8
other British subjects. The same, T believe, is true in Ceylon and Maurl-
tius. Mr. Mackenzie King has told us that in eight out of the mine pro-
vinces in Canada Indians enjoy the full rights of citizenship. If m
one provinee there are exceptions to the general rule these exceptions are
based not on eolour distinetion, but on a rather complicated social and
political consideration. Mr. Bruce has told us that representatives of
every shade of political thought i Australia have shown sympathy with the
claim that lawfully domiciled Indians should enjoy full citizen rights.
He believes Australian public opinion is ready to welcome, as far as the
position of domiciled Indians is concerned, any measure which is ¢on-
ceived in the interests of the Empire as a whole. General Smuts said :
“ Tt is not a question of colour. It is a different question. It is 8 ¢asé
of a small civilization a small community finding itself in danger O
being overwhelmed by a much older and powerful civilization. t 18
eeonomic competition from people who have entirely different standards
and viewpoints from ourselves.’’

The same sentiments have been expressed by representatives of the
other Dominions, notably Mr. Massey. These opinions are so rematkap y
similar in tone that this great body of Empire statesmen must surely bring
conviction and comfort to any Indian whose feelings may have been in-
jured, or whose sense of dignity has been impaired by a contrary view.
Let their suspicions and doubts be allayed by these declarations of Em-
pire leaders sent out the world from this Conference. Let me now
consider “whether any action should be taken on the definite proposals

" placed before the Conference by my colleague, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru.
He was not concerned, nor was the delegation concerned, so much with
his concrete proposals as with the attitude that would be taken up by the
Prime Ministers in their different Dominions on this subject. I consider

. the position of Indians within the Empire has been most notably advanced

in this Conference. Mr. Bruce has stated that he thinks further inquiry
unnecessary, but that on his return to Australia he will consult his eol-
leagues and see what action can be taken. Mr. Mackenzie King has re-

.affirmed his statement about the revision of the Federal law, and he is:

quite willing, if it is thought desitable, for a delegation to come to Canada
and to appoint a group to meét and confer with such a delegation, I
rather gather, however, that passing this particular resolution might not

appeal fop Jjustice and Imperial unity.
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Wimrily assist in obtaining the result we desire; Cleneral Smuts, I

% s afraid, will npt be able to support the resolution. General Smuts, it
5™ ¢, did not support the resolution of 1921. |

: ~ AN APPEAL FOR JUSTICE. .
I I should like to say I do not rest my case entirely on that resqlution.
there had been no resolution of 1921 this problem would still be urgent
pressing, The resolution of 1921 stands, but I rest my case not
upon a formula, but upon the broad equities of the case and an
of 8 T am quite aware of the dxﬁcultwl
; “}h Africa, but 1 hope General Smuts, when he returns, while alive
own difffeulties, will retain a vivid consciousness of our own. It
id that the Empire Conference should be unanimous in its r?tr
Mink if this resolution is pressed, some members might be }is-

DOM : : . i (4
t0 be attarg. e for it, not because they do not sympathide with the end
. omf“’ﬁt because t| think “this particular means either tin-

8 ‘totally falgs 5 situati
. A im P - 1 situation. .
Pression in India of the rea’ SItW8 60 o % dvisable ot

Sir T
t ¢) Bahagur Sapru whether he might not conside: *inde

of the Conference showing clearly what are the Pl"a"ﬁ"?lTW

!l-d?Scussmn and what India has gained. : "‘*i

' . MAHARAJA OF ALWAR. T

s g Maharaj dnesday stated :—In this world of
ja of Alwar on Wednesday ] — orid

ops d i wthin how far and how we are

great deal, it not ever;thmg, 1 éae:;d:v gr;t o o e oan e

able to contro] .

; our human nature an - ‘ .
At in order to achiéve successful results. It enongh to see dark
’ ' xaggerato and SATED O bty
i EF -0 alr IBLOT,
'ea?}rie:lg'sb: gercome with remorse, repentence-or an dp Joos Mot recede
When, witlfbut’ ing ourselves, we are able to buc

d the clouds on to the gilver lining.

hation to throw our vision beyon hines the radiamce of the Godhead, .

Hymanity, after all, behind which s £ the G
is pot sﬁykﬁ;f%m maginations, our unfufﬁued d“é?i"iiﬁ%ghﬁffﬁi
s Tikely somethash to,buint ot Stone wipon stons ean stead b BE
into an edifice with ‘single-hearted purposeé B O s
our good 'i?l'."’and toleration. I coneeive -our Conference of IOATR Zl
of th %oi}r s8R ‘Empire_has assembled in order to shed light,over o ;
patohed ahd ésercise dur determinatioff, subscribing qur quoth t%q solve
the difficult problems amd instead of hypnotising" oursélves 'w{)ll fptlalss -
miesm enables us to look ahead to the dawn whieh must invariably follow
the night. o e
i s on th sir Conferéiide when w.
S d hot figuré on the agenda of 6ur Cotifereéiide n we
5&3&21%1123, gxu‘t a8 an I%ldia.n‘ 'ﬁdthé’r’ik the P;l;:t?oih_fgsgg: ':isﬁigeﬂ;.ed]'zl;%t
; having agreed to our suggestion to 86t AFLT5 B, ¢
G o sho mporant polen, of a5 N
¢ our letting the discussion, == ict . o & e ai
i’fﬂ‘gﬁwﬁiﬁf”tﬁf ‘f:sr oiig"'inally concieved; 1 order to give éveryqn; an
1.2DP1 ‘ “

them.

“lesson that the world advances anc f0¢ determi--

Such a vote, therefore, might ‘ereate
1 ask my friend.

‘We owe
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. opportunity to unburden his mind and put forward points of vie I"
my own personal capacity I said at the commencement of the

ference that, rightly, or wrongly, and I believe rightly, I came Wlthth‘f‘q
determination of sinking differences, giving co-operation and goudwl_uz_‘
and T am happy to be able to acknowledge to-day that during our dl"

cussions we found full measure thereof.

-

SYMPATHY OF TNIE PREMIERS. ‘

I thank the I?rirr_xe Minister of (‘anada for having given a ‘;Gﬂ
weleome lead in viewing our problem relating to his Dominjon from &
‘broad point of view. s

On behalf of my Order I thank Mr. Bruee for his sympathy and
the Prime Minist.zersof New Zealand and Newfoundland for their very
warm and cordial support to India in so far as it related to their
Dox_mmons. I?‘rom Treland eame a very warmhearted response towar®
their fellow-citizens in the Empire in my country. I hope I may evel
thank General Smuts for snch kind references as he made to MU
countrymen. I thank him for extending to me personally an invite-
tion to come to South Africa to see for myself the problems and diff:
culties that exist. I sincerely hope I may be able to accept his very
kind invitation. T almost wish I was going back with him to his country
but at the present moment this is not feasible ; but that invitation
certainly not pass imto ohlivien but remain in a tender corner.0
heart, and,. I hope, for the sake of my country, I may be able t
respond to it at no very distant date. T make it clear, however, that 1
should like to come in a personal capacity, not as a representative.
my country or my Order, for that is the best way to enhance my own
persona} knowledge of diffienlties that exist and understand prob ems
that exist in that country which are, perhaps, the main sources 0 ﬂ.xe
whole question having come up so prominently. General Smuts W!
appreciate, however, that, althongh T may deprive myself of ecoming as
a representative I shall still come as an Tndian and as onme in whose
hea_rt these guestions undoubtedly rankle, but who, for his persons
satisfaction and if he can he of any use and ’s desired to be of any usé
to his country, will be able to do so. while at the same time keeping 12
.mind the broader view of trying fully to appreciate the difficulties that
exist on different sides. ’ -

Now, what is the position of Tndians overseas as we see it to-da}"
On the bright side, if you look, Mr. Mackenzie King told us that 1B
Canada there are eight provinees in which no legal disability exists wi
regard to. Tndians, and where I undergtand they have equal rights oF
franchise. Mr. Mackenzie King interposed that there were nine divl-
sfons in which they had no legal disabilities. There is political disability
in one ; that is all. .

INDIANS IN AUSTRALASIA.

g In Australia, altho_ugh domiciled Indians amount only to about
2,000, we have the promise of the Australian Premier that they will bé

treated sympathetically and t:riat this question has been the subjeet’
., ¢f congiderable public discussion, and representatives of -every sha

of political thought have shown sympathy with the claim that lawfully

- domiciled Indians should. enjoy full citizen rights and, finally, that 80

Teepgnises no difference of race,
. hould inspire not only our admir

5,

' bas the i)osition of Indians domiciled im’Aus%aliq is aﬁ"fﬁfﬁgfféoﬁj
bagure which is conceived in the interests of the Kmpire ORI
B¢ Welcomed. ' -

" In Now Zosland the aumber of Indians is small, but 8 spixt which

sma L, B 1.

r or creed is, indeed, one that..

i afi(z}l(lmbut also our ér;{tﬁtud.e, mllgdiﬁn
SPl . . 11l .g1ve

e Minister of New Zealand has tald p‘;zpfger ‘ghe Agnglo-Sa.xon

. Tesidents privileges which are enjoyed by
- Mace and that practically there is no

difference between them. o
th o
. It is even a happy augury-to hear words cdmgb outogf IfI}:v mZO:aland
thig responsible statesman that the aboriginal tr1 g(is e bt they
2re in exactly the same position as the Europea?l.re? ?’fiiis e
&ve the same privileges in Parliamentary and locala . S =
In New Foundland the numbers of Indians are smaller still, but.

aili in land.
e e irit prevailing there as 11 New Zea
o o e tho seme 1 but we, nevertheless,

s not arise, :
ﬂ.ppr?;' hel::g :Vl::‘l?coﬂ:blt‘;llz getl)liiments on behalf of its representa-
tives, B i . : .

Tn South Africa (feneral Smuts has told us in the Cape ~°£o$‘;gg
Hope and the Cape Province Indians aré exactly on th}f saiixil;ted P
28 the Whites and have the franchise. General Smuts ast laid down
in the Transvaal and the Free State the franchise was 110W after the
by South Africa but by the British Government. And no ol

ominions I come to the Colonies.
1d us that so far as the

His Grace the Colonial Secretary has fo :
Brigish Colonies and Protectorates are concerned and 11’11 g?sibgi:‘;?
Indian Colonies British Indians are under no political or lega there i8 -
This includes British Guiana, Trinadad, and Jamaica, Where Lo, @
4 considerable Indian population. ‘In Ceylon qualified Bné‘q itish sub-
will be cligible for the franchise in the same way as other bri

. 10: , T i i other
jeets. In Mauritius there is no distinetion between Indfanzst Africa -

British subjuets as regards eligibility for the franchise. ,
there is no Jrestrictio‘n on the number or race of unofficial members who -

May be nominated, to the Councils.
S M L,00KING -ON THE BRIGHT SIDE. )

Now, gentlemen, I have to say this that I know some people who
read what I have said so far may consider that I have spoken‘empty
platitudes, and that in doing so I am seeking favours or honour. - How
far that 'vision is from my mind it is unnecessary to state. But if
looking on the bright side of things is wrong in appreciating facts that
o 1 eladly stand open to the charge and have

Iready before us then I gladly stand op

oy re' f contention to pick. But the primary reason why I have
no bones o ur time in emphasising these faets is in ordecr to ‘condense
ke D e lready seen, that the whole British Empire is not such a
what I have 4 as some would like to behgve, and that
dark palch flgvr round for improving the situation by showing our g(?“d'}
th_?{e :1sdmucoge ration. This does not mean that I dq%i n(i: ;pp;e%a;;
g’lfﬁ aﬁ' co-} Ere they lie, and they do lie. Itis n(})lig hld'gunot %1;) p:a] n
D%lltuc;:a égsbvivté or sting, but those are qualities whie ,

me in such an atmosphere as this.

our countrymen
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The difficulties that exist with regard to Indi cist, 1 - 'Gove!ilﬁlént’ thereforé, that Indians look to see that their position whieh -
. : ans overseas exl1s LS " vard . $heiy position which.
know, and all know, in British Columbgia in Canada, in Natal, in. SQ‘,ith hvd"ﬂ‘aiready become very swkwird me_e uyR. by the migo}}y  of white.
Africa, and have reached a climax m’ Kenya I;i British ’Columbia ; ge%tlerfii hgvmg,dbiint g:;l?n‘ : maJ(’zntl \Htli vo;:gs m& n%t‘li flf!'thf};
Mr. Mackenzie King told us very frankly that it. was a ti £ p ¥ Jeoparcised, am " ey are nob Dacac umder cieapl tigs by
Ir, ] question of pro taws bei d by a majority Ssegregating the ¢~ eventually
vincial franchise where the Federal Franchise Act supports it,- which ' ws_berne p/a . vy it J.' S ey m, or oyemtua
places Indians in a position of disability. In British Cg)ll):)lmbia,"we"‘ﬁ . 9118&]? ¢ ct h&ﬁ froylxxrlhic%os?ml;llsld;?st&%ahth:§%é¥ggg' égxggego::p%ei
told, the pr.?blerp is not a racial one but an economic one, and that, in_ tae e:rs brgc’k ‘1 u;Iderstand and i1 am wroﬁ§ 1 hopepI, ‘will ge »
Mr. Mackenzie King welcomes the proposition made by Sir Tej Bahafl‘,ﬁ" n:)anz’et);d that Hi.s Grace at prese;).t holding charge of the Colonial Office
Sapru for a committee to discuss the question with his Government. ;“B 1 ood enough ta agree that a committee of Indians would be
Responsible statesmen of Canada-.have been good enough to say it as beeh g ; i i hol bl he enti
¢ vAl | g gn welcomed to discuss with- him the whole problem, and that the entire
they " welcomed Mr., Sastri and gave him a full opportunity to speak . - : theti idered b nperi
3 omed Mr | him pp y to A question will be fully and sympathetically considered by the Imperial
and confer with any persons he might wish in order to meet the diffieulty.. Government from points of view put forward by the Indian Committee.
and, finally, that when the Federal law comes up for revision that ", M v, I thank His Grace, and through him the British Government, for
_ Canada will take care to see that Parliament is informed of Indig’¥: th?: assu:ance and e:;rnestly hope that the final results will be an
wishes. We sincerely hope that they will pay very favourable con- on the present situation to.give cause for my countrymen to be
sideration to this important point regarding our peopl advance D v
o8 & peopte. : T grateful for assistance. R * S .
NATAL, . . On this important problem of Indians overseas 1 have little more’
_ . . agv. But )} wish to add this that my position as a delegate
In Natal General Smuts, equally candidly, explained that if he f*gm;ay’lnd;ah is likely to be misunderstood .in some - quarters
gave Indians the right of franchise on equality it could not then be even in Indig. Therefore, I would ‘like to make it eclear. I
withheld from the native population of South Africa, and would, under do not come hgre as an elected or a selected representative of British
the ecirctimstances, flood this portion of the country and’ demolish the -India. 1 have mpot even been‘elected or selected by my brother Princes -
work of the White settlers of 200 years. This is, indeed, a potent argu- or have their mandste. I think you know that I am not an employee
ment, and I appreciate the difficulties ; but the question as regarde® of the British Government ; but, in accordance with past precedent, =
Natal, as also of other places where such disabilities. exist, does not hinge_ I come here as a nominated representative of the Indisn Princes”and .
on future migrations for flooding this country, for with the right® have been invited to work here by the Government of India and the °
understanding I believe the Government of India's. eo-operation. can be Seeretary of State. But, although I earry no mandate for what I say
achieved to solve this difficulty. But the qu tion is W}th regard to 'for rﬁy order, I nevertheless happen to be one of them. .I am an Indian,
Indian settlers who have lived in Natal and who have invested their, 1 belong to a family who have been loyal.and faithful allies of the Crown
property and settled there for several gemerations. Is 1t likely that and its Government. I have, therefore, primarily expressed my own
without the franchise laws will be passed by those who possess the views - but I hope, also, what I feel to be the viéws of my Order and my
franchise to oust Indians from their rightf\ll' heritage since they went COun‘tr’ men, Or 'a’t least, some of them. 1 H}“Qh appreciated the com-
ranchise to oSt mder the Britich Flag as peaccful settlers § General | plimen.I of having been asked to work on this Conference; but for the
Smuts gave an assurance in answer to my question that Indians would- “sake of my eountry I hope my suecessor at the next one W_111 bg eversmore
have full rights of citizenship, and fthe oln}y question concerned with thﬁ fortuna*nyin being elected by my QOrder to corlneftzhtl,l%c(ilit;nguaslﬁd
difficulty was with regard to the franchise. I hope South Africa will, athering | Cltation and with’ the approval o © roy and the
give thi)s question favourable consideration, not from a local but from gecr::gg :;Iflf g’;ﬁl I should welcome, indeed, it our membqr,_fog tyo-
an Imperial point of view, in order to see that no disabilities exist which thirds of Tndia should be privileged to enjoy. the same position, but 03
would hamper the peaceful exsitence of my countrymen there. I'; woulg' : this topic I will not attempt to speak agis it is Out(flll(xilfl 1:)1151’ Wmlrhicvﬁe:nzgls‘
indeed. be a useful advance in conciliatory methods if General Smuts because I would be charged with treading on gr m W &
could see his way to asking his Parliament to welcome onr cpmmltte9 fear to gb. . o . e
. to go there from Iydia in order to discuss frankly and candidly an d; Now, i nelusion, I say this. The whole question of In,d'lar}s
if necessary, quietly the whole problem as it affects India. overseas is “;ee:re told in many places an ecounomic problem, but }t is
N e seas is, ) ] : ;pon anyones;inferi-
Kenva, - ' no.tt a racial one andh:‘;as ot dIes;gtn eai; Orélgleprssrssfclélr)n? 'tha}ty., sentiment
- ority of any particular race. % T iling on sides
Now I come to Kenya. I believe from what I am informed andi; and feel now that this .gOOdW‘u and 60'911{‘315322;1 alts r%:ﬁvznd %he eatlier
from what I have seen myself that no question of Indians oversedsi that the whole of this difficult Pmblem.bwfll. " e g0 that Indis can turn her
aates i minde snd s them more feling of rcil Gporimint; e bette, within he domuins ) B S work out der sevaion
n and loss of self-respec an Indians in Kenya. I believe 1t 18 ind towards her own d0 <. : i :
mainly due to the fact that while it has been asserted by previpufi#. to be a loyal and integral part of the British Bmpire. ¢ L e
. Imperial Conferences that the Dominions have the right to settle thew * " In (,0}; lusion, may I thank the Dominion Prenl‘lerﬁ‘:’.m‘" the qui}s
own-population. Kenya is not a self-government Dominion, but a Cro¥t? that have f(;lllles:lof;om their lips, and one of whom Salid,"that he certainly

"Colony, adminiétered by the British Government. It is to the Britis# .
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desired to see Indin go abead, und that the 1921 Resolution passed by the
previous Conlference is regardmd as g pledpe which all ennecrned seem
anxious to fulfit and uphold.  Mr, Prime Minister and g(‘lﬂlt‘lﬂ(}fh
thank you one and all for having created in this room that favourable
utmosphere towards my country which 1 hope will soon hear practi
and tangible results, not only for the sale of the british Fupire, but for
the sake of one-fifth of the human race.  Mr. Harvey, in giving his views
recently when Lord Curzon presided. said @ We have preferr
scettlement to argument.”” Fhat exaetly smns oup my eonelusion, and
?mpe I may be permitted to express my final sentisnents, although it 18
In poetry. L think the words exacily express my views :(—

What then shall be the guerdon

A great and priceless burden

Of tautening ap vur grand old Pupire’s chain ¢

It shall be for us the lory

To prove in full the story

Qur brotherbicod dues not exist in i

Don't eriticise nnd gramble,

Don't sneer at every stun.bic,

Let encle one try and see the olhicr's aim,

And if at first we fail

To henr the friendly fail

Let us bear o moad the bothicipght of oo 2,

Like them wo'll pull (oo ther

Rose and Wiitle, Maple and Heather,

Our own bricht star < risiee

Aved Iet e il oo

Thre' storm and

with th worn,
SN et e
Ues of weather
Ouward, ever onward, to the d..

A VITAL PRINCIPLE."”
DURKE OF DEVONSHIRE'S SPEECHL

of Devonshive reertted that the Home Seeretary was

The Duke ated to the

unable to be present, but as the statewent had been eirend ke
whole of the Colonies, and waould be eventually published, hie '\mnld hike
to make the following obscrvations on his behalf = This interesting
and frank dizeus<ion has brought out in hich relief a distinetive chare
acteristic of the British Empice or Commonvwealth, namely, the cssentia
unity for attaining realisation in varying and independent methods ;'ml
practices nnder a grest varisty of eonditions, i the core lies the v.lNl
prineiple of comman British nationadity, ot whiel the representatives
of TnAia have justly and cloguently bnd great Stress, and \\'hwh. ﬁl}dﬂ
expresgion in General Smuis’s woods,  Common kinship is the P;;xxtllqﬁ
link between &1l parts of the Empive, It is not jneonsistent with ﬂ_"s
principle, as it has always been recognised that every part of the Fanpire
is free to settle its own domestie concerns, including questions wit

regard to the rights to be enjoyed by any person ov classes of persons
within its territory. Tn eonsidering problems arising out of this right
of freedom, it is important not to cotifuge the issue by any ambiguous
use of such words as ‘ citizen ’ or * citizenship.” 1f those words are
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used as they rightly may be as having local significance and connoting
the status or right which it s within the power of any self-governing
Dominion to canfer on persons within its territory, they should oot at
the same time be uscd as though they are almost synonymous with thg
imperial conception of nationplity. Impemal.l’m‘tnonahty Js one an

indivigabtfe. Local citizenship, and rights and privileges a_ttached to it,
may be diverse. If we keep these two conceptions cle_arly in our x.mnds,
it ought to be possible, despite difficulties in detail and practice, to
maintain the principle of action consistent with Imperial unity and local

antonomy.’’

OFFICIAL STATEMENT OF RESULTS.

Mr. Baldwin said :—After what has been said on behalf of the

inions and by the Duke of Devqnsh.ire on behalf of tho British
ggﬂlxﬂmax haveylittle to add. I should like, first of all, to read to the
Conference a -gtatempnt which has been drawn up as a result of the
informal disctssions since our last meeting. It sets out for inclusion
in the records of the Conference fhe results of Sir Tej Babadur Sapru’s

proposal as far as it relates to the Colonies and Protectorates. The
statement is as follows :—
The Seeretary of State for the Colonies, on behalf of His

Majesty’s Goverument, eordially accepted the proposal of:

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapra that there should be full consulta-
tion and discussion between the Sceretary of State for the
Colonjes and a committee appointed h'y the Government
of India upon all questions affecting British Indians domi-
ciled in British Colonies and Protectorates and Mandated

. Territories. At the same time the Duke was careful to
explain that hefore decisions were taken as a result of
discussion with the eommittee consultations with the local
Colonial Government concerned, and in some eases Iopa[
enquiry, would be necessary. Further, while weleoming

* the proposal the Duke of Devonshire reminded the Con-
fercnce that His Majesty’s Government recently had come

" to certain decisions as to Kenya which represented in
their considered view the very best that could be done
in all circumstances. While he saw no prospeet of thpse
decisions being madified he would give caréful- attention

®

to such representations as the Committe¢ appointed by

the Government of India might desire to make to him.

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, while taking note oﬁ the above

statement of the Duke, desired to make plain- that the

recent Kenya decisions could not be accepted as fintal by the

people of India. .o

win proceeded :—I am glad to think that on_this octasion
we hl;{:é %ﬁg ablf to arrange for the speeches made at this table to be
published. This constitutes a departure from the procedure at the, 1921
Conference, when enly the resolution which has heen quoted he're% more
than onee was made public. We shall, of course, inchide a bnef sum-
mary of the preceedings when a report on the “"ork of the Con e,xencle
comes to be prepared. T hape the Tndian delegation will feel, as I feel,
that the discussions we have hixl on this subject have been most
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helpful and encouraging. There has not merely been gandwill and an
carnest attempt to meet India’s wishes ag far as varying political an

economic eircumstances in differing parts of the Empire permit, but we
can record quite definite results.  These are due to the growing sense
of partnership among all the many paoples and races whn owe common
alleginnee to the Crown. Tt is this sense of partpership which T shoul

hkc-‘ to strexs.  Indin's value to the Empire and the Empire’s value to
India mre beeoming every dav more elearly seen,  The British Common-
wealth +ff Nations vests upon a narrow basis, Tt ix the greatest ass0Cit”
tion known to the world of many races bound together ever more -
mately by common interests and a mutual desire to help each “tbef'
Here at these Conferences we ean with full fremdom learn each othe™3
problems, each other’s points of view, and India can *T am sure fee
that the magnitude of her share in onr common parinership and of her
contribution to the ecommon weal is being realised in an inereasing
measure. | am eonfident that members of the Canferener who bave
spoken for Tndia will feel hoth from the manner in which their repre
sentations have been reecived and from actual pesnlts achieved that
mutaal goodwill can and does help each and all of us to solve our com-
mon problems, 1 think the Conferenee, as a whoele, can congratulate
itself on what has been efffeeted,

SIR TEJ BAHADUR SAPRU'S SUMMING U

Sir Tej Buliodur Sapra said - —Before the Conference leaves this 1m°
portant subjrct idesire to take np just 1wo minutes of your time in makin&
my own position quite eleav. 1 am completely .\'n(isﬁ('.(l with the kindness
of my celleagues from the Dominions. I am sure that Indians ”""'mﬂ."
out the Empire will devive new hopes and encouragement from th.cll‘
sttitnde. This, of eonrse, does not apply to Seuth Afriea. """‘"‘rd‘pﬁ
which ecuntry T had my say on Monday last.  As vewards the .('nhmm
Oftice T am very glad to notice that the committes to be "N“”m"d."s
{ suprgested 15 not to be restricred in seope to certain \'pcciﬁc'd (‘olonies.
To me as an Indian it is. of conrse, disappointing that the Duke.
speaking lust Monday, saw no prospeet of modifying the Kenya deeisions,
which, as T have already made clear. can never be aceepted in India,
but his agreement with the principle of my scheme, and his consent 19
give careful attention to sueh representations as the eommittee may
lay before him, inspires me with the hope that the door is not harre
and that the Colonial Office may be shown the way to an nvvvpfﬂh]“
solation. 1 shall recommend those with whom [ lave any influened
both in India and ddsewhere, to work through this comnttee ta ohtatn
amelioration of sueh conditions as they and every Indian regard 8%
incompatible with our national dignity and with our position a3 equd
subjects in the Empire of our common .Sovervi;m.

Mav T here just alse refer to the expression of opinion made b¥
Lord Peel to.day with regard ta the resolution that 1 intended to move
un the last o-casion. 1 thoronehly appreciate the advice that has heen
given to me to-day by Lord Peel. T have noted with wreat pleasure t
spirit of cordiality shown by my colleagues from all over the Empire
except General Smuts. T take their apeeches as very enroliraying an
T note _that what 1 wanted really has been achieved, namelyv, that they
recognise the character of the resolution of 1901 that Ihv'\" have miven
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me a hepe that they woull do something material to achicve the end
we have in view, namoly, accomplishment of the principle of equality.,
Aost of them have accepted my suggestions about committees. Mr.
Bruce 1Links he ean do without the committee. As I said on a former
oceasion so mueh more honourable and creditable to him and to his
eountry. It is because 1 have this support from the Dominion Prime
Ministers, excepting one agaiust, it is unnecessary for me to move my
resoluticn formally. ’

Lastly, will you allow me to say cne word ahout Lord DPeel,
Throughout the anxious davs 1 have had to spend upon this question
within the lasxt two weeks I received nothing but unreserved suppnrt
and encouracement from him and I am sure that when my countrymen
come to know how strongly he stood by me they will realise that not
onlv the Government of India end the great statesman who presides
over that country have identited themselves with our national senti-
ment, but that tlic Seeretary of State also has done the same. May I
thank you, Sir, on belali of myself and those whom I represent,

J
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