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THE CHENCHUS AND THE MADRAS POLICE.
(Fyom the Publicity Bureau, Madras.)

Part 1.

Of the wild tribes of this Presidency, the Chenchus of the Nallamalais,
present the ugliest problom t the administration. Thoey are a forest tribe,
living in small villages or gu.eins, scattered herc and there in the forestg on
the castern and western slopes of the Nallamalais which traverse the Kurnool
district from north to south. Few of them care to till the land. They live
partly by ccllccting forest produce, by grazing cattle aud by hunting. But
no small share of their livelihood is derived from theft, dacoity and the levy
of blackmail from the neighbouring rvots and from the pilgrims who visit the
Srisailam temple. All observers agree in deseribing them as idle, improvi-
dent. dmuken, thievish and brutal. Uulike the Khonds of Ganjam, they
appear to have few good qualities to set off against the~ shorteomiugs. They
are not remarkable for intelligence. but they have learnt to distill arrack
and to maunufacture scrviceable hows and arrows, and some of them are In
possession of fircarms. At home, they burn the forest in order the more
casily t' pick nup the Ippa flower which they distill.  They then get drunk,

and shoot each other. Outside the forests. they plunder the rvots

quarrel _
and pilgrims who gre so unlucky as to come withiu their reach, murdering
those wio sre ough te resist — We are apt in these days to despiso the

bow and & . ur toretathers knew hetter, and so do those who come in
contact with the Chenchus 11 fa-t, no constable, forest watcher or abkari
peon dare interfere with a (‘henchu carrving fow and arrows, and the pilgrim
or rvol stands a poor chance of his life, if he endeavours to protect his
property. )

By the year 1914, tho Chenchns had made themselves such a nuisance to
the Forest Department and t. the 1. jghbouring rvots, that Government found
it necessary to appoint a special officer to sec how the problem could best be
attacked. As a result of this otfi- r's report, a very rcmarkable experiment
was tried.

A special ofticer was appointed with crders to get into touch with the
Chenchus to gain their confidence. to us® his influence to induoe them to give
up dacoity und burning the forest and to bring them into friendly relations
with all the officcrs of Government.  Mr. Saunders, a junior police officer,
was selected for the post.  From 1917 10 1919 he lived in the Nallamalais
among the Chenchus The police of this Prestdeney are often blamed because
they do 1ot ece that it 1 their duty ani privilege to act as woral reformenrs ;
but Mr. Saunders certainly did >ot deserve this reproach, He regarded
himself not as an orditary police officer hut as & missionary of bhumanity, and
}f'the converts he made were few and unsatisfactory that was not his fault.
l“? 5@lf-sa§:rlﬁciug seal with which he devoted binselt to his work was beyond
praise ’.“18 eXperienc « during those two years were something more ‘than
BXtm"F']”}“f'.\V _No\hin;: van illustrate <o well the nature of the Chenchus
:Lpd the ditficultics which Le bad to tsee. as the tollowing extract from one of
bis reports :—

“ While there was no work. the Chenchus, «s was nevitable, became
more trou};lcsome. | spent mneh of wy time in Bairluti and the uﬁighbuur-/
hood, trying to\kyep them guiet. It was an cventful experience largely

/ .‘Q’O\
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Chenchus go, rather a rough customer; but I had brought him in from the
jungle and found him work. 1[¢ was absurdly crateful and | found much
that was likeable in him. The mauner of his Geath was a black tragedy. It
occurred as the segquel to the panchayat. Kor more than two months there
was comparative peace in the gudem; then onc Suriay afternoon Bodigadn
and his companions got more than usually drunk and the old grievance
returned. They sallied forth to scize Komati who was then noder the
protection of another uncle Pedda Atchigadu. Pedda Atchigadu remou-
strated and without warning they fell upon him. His old mother who is
quite 60 yearsold rushed between them. Pedda Atchigadu escaped with a
cut on his knee, and the 0l1 woman’s arni wus eut to the bone from the
shoulder nearly to the elbow. Meanwhile, Pedda Atchigadu had run to
another corner of the gudei. and taken sanctuary there. Two of Bodigadu’s
companions, Nagalutigadu and his brother Pedda Kthigadu, pursued him, and
he took refuge with another clan of Chenclius who had a long standing feud
with Bodigadun’s set. These the Chigurla clan turned out. shot down Pedda
Ethigado and wounded Nagaluticadu., 1 bad come to the gudem and
caught Bodigadu and another suppor:ar, :'olugadu, who were attacking the
old woman, and while I was taking thew off t the depot this other incident
occurred. Lt took some time securing Bodigadu and Polucradu and dressing
the old womau’s injuries at the Lungalow, and it was dark by the time |
went back to the gudrm. 1 dressed Nagalutiga:iw’s injuries and then learnt
that Pedda Kthigadu had not returned. It was by this time quite dark and
none of the Chenchus would accompany me t.. the huts of the Chigurla clan
on the far side of the gudesn. T went and searched round the hut: with a
lantern and after ten minutes 1 fonnd him. He had been pireed by five
arrows one of which weut right through his heart. T lit a fire to keop away
the hyenas and then had to go and mount guard over the two priscners at
the bungalow. [ think this without exception wasthe most depressing night I
have ever experienced. Bodigadu and Polugadu wercsent to jail for one year.
The entire Chigurla clan. men, women aund childien disappeared into the
jungle, and it was weeks later when I accidentally found some of the women
-and children under the trees. Through them I was able to get into touch
with the men, and eventually after four or five unsuccessful attuimn pts brought
them back to the gudem. Before this was done, | had to take the * milk’
oath. This consisted in having milk poured into tke hollow of my hands and
my swearing that the milk would buru out v throat, rot my bowels and
have various other unpleasant effects of the same kind, if I betrayed them to
the police. 1 then had to drink the milk. They thought a case of murder
wags pending against them, and would not believe me when | told them that
they had acted in exercise of the right of self-defence, and there was no
police charge against them. The © palu basa,” ay it ix called, quite satisfied
them. By thesc events the tale of the panchavat spread to other gudems. It
happened at the time that the Rs. 25 to be paid to the prospective husband
was not fortheoming.  Fearing lest after all) the disputes woull not be ended
T advanced the Lis. 25 without further argument and brougeht the proceedings
to a close. Many weeks later at Pasurotla there was o dicadful scene. 1t is
the custom in polite Chenchu vocicty for a man who cairics off anotber man’s
wife or betrothed to pay compensation in cash.  Here a certain Chenchu
buck was under the necessity of paying up and indignantly complained that
1 had prt up the price of wives. He asserted thar the antside limit was
Rs. 8 or Rs. 10, and practically said § was traitor to my sex in having
admitted such an outrageous +luim as Rs 25 in the panchayat, and above all
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in having put down the cash.  Another shuck was iu store for me. When I
advanced the Re. 25 T never expected or wanted to see it again and was
content to think thc quarrelling would cease and in time forgot all about it.
Nearly twelve months later, while I wes talking to one of the o_lder and
better behaved men at Bairluti, he made several al‘lusmns to my ‘wife’. As
I had had no matrimonial ventures, I set out to find out what he meant. I
then learnt that no man would marry the unfortunate girl Komati for fear
that I should come down on him for the repayment of the moncy and in the
meantime she was referred to as my wife by right of purchase; T hurriedly
caused it to be made known that I would bestow the Rs. 255 as dowry on any
prospective busband. Truly thesc panchayats are traps for the nnwary. 1t
is a perfect marvel that there are uot more accidents. It is not uncommon
in the gudem that when one Chenchu is rather more cocked than the rest, he
takes the field, so to speak, and the others burriedly couceal themselves in
their huts. Then if any one has displeased him, he will show his disapproval
by shooting arrows at the hut. ‘the buts are only made of rongh bamboo
wattle work. and more often than not the arrows penetrate inside. On one
of these occasions arrows passed between a man’s wrist and the bracelet he
was wearing.  Some weeks later, this same maun, Vanamulgadu, himself took
the field and selected tie schoul building as the object of his dislike (I never
discovered why). Oune of his arrows pissed under the arm of a boy in thp
school and between his body and the slate he was holding. This was parti-
cularly objectionable as it got unthe nerves of the unhappy tcacher and
near]): involved the closing of the sohool 1 am afraid my attitude to the
many Chenchus who bave strayed from the paths of virtue must appear
strange. The faut is that those wanted by the police for murder an@ dacqlty
as well as minor offences, such as illicitly distilling arrack and stealing tim-
ber, wore at large in the jungle and never or seldom seen by any official.
These formed a dangerous band of cutlaws, who, having no work, were driven
to crime to obtain food. Experience showed that one might as well try to
cateh the spotted deer as these Chenchus. It secmed to me that it would be
more satisfactory on all accounts if I could bring these men back to the
gudems, and keep them at work under supervision. Through their relations,
wives and children I got into touch with them, and succeeded iu bringing
them in and getting them to work. We had an understanding that any one
of them could come to me openly, and [ would find them work and would
not arrest them as long as they remained with me and behaved themselves.
1# they come to me, trusting me, I always respected their confidence in me
and on this principle 1 have becn able to get into touch with even the out-
law section and have to somec extent Leen able to influcnce them. This is
how it comes about that I refer in terms of more or less personal intimacy
to ccrtain murdercrs and dacoits.

For two years Mr. Sauunders worked among the Chenchus, doing
the work of a pioneer of civilization. With the help of the Forest and
Agricultural departments, he set about teaching the Chenchus to oultivate
the land. He worked with his own hands side by side with the Chenchus in
he field, hoping, by his example, to overcome their idleness. He grew
mulberry bushes and obtained: silk worms from Mysore. The lac insect was
ntroduced from the Central Provinces. He arranged with the Forest
Department to provide the ¢ henchue with regular coolic work by which they
sould carn aliving wage,  He opened schools for the Chenchuis, and when the
rained teachers fled away. he recruited the best substitutes he could get trom
'mong the few educated men in the neighbouring villages.  He enticed the
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Ohenchu children to the school by the bait of
laboured to teach them physical drill, the habit
football. The difficulties he met with were
teachers obtained for the school were frightene
The moment the children became bored, they ;
school hours had to be limited to an hour in the morning and an hour in the
evening. Cholera, smallpox and drought made their appearance. The
Forest Department sometimes found it irnpossible to provide honest work for
the Chenchus to do ; the indolence and drunkenness of the Chenchu scemed
sufficient to defeat all efforts to cstablish village industries among them while
Mr. Saunders’ own health was giving way under repeated attacks of malaria.

At the same time, Chenchu crime instead of diminishing began to inerease
with alarming rapidity. This was partly due to the drought which added to

the difficulty often experienced by the Chenchus in finding means for earni
an hovest living.  But it was

probably also duc in part to the protection which
the Chenchus had receatly received from the attentions of the ordinery
police. To give Mr. Saunders every chance of winning the confidence of the
Chenchus, the ordinary police had avoided interfering with the Chenchu
gudems. The result was that the bad characters among the Ohenchus hagd
enjoyed av unusual immunity in their enterprises, and they were able to
demonstrate to the rising geueration that it was possible with little or no
risk to gain by orime in a single night far more than could be earned by aix
months’ honest labour. Their school of thought naturally acquireq
oonsiderable prestige, aud Mr. Saunders found himse!f unable to counteragt
its influence.

parched rice and dholl.” ‘He
of washing and (he gania of
extraordinary. The trained
d away by fever and arrows.
vanished in the jungle, and

So, in the end, after two years’ devoted work an
ders himself had to own that what he was doin
anywhere.” His experiment had been a faily
not less honourable than success.
sould not be reformed till they

d much fever, Mr. Saun-
g ‘ did not seem to be leading
re, the kind of failare, that is
It had becomc plain that the Chenchus
had been made to undcrstand that erime does
not pay. And, if this was necessary in the interests of the ¢henchus them-
selves, it was even more hecessary in the interests of theijr unfortunate
neighbours as will be explained in the second part of this narrative.

Paur II.
art of this narrative extracts we
as seen from within by Mr. Saq

The following extracts will show how the Ch
tbe traveller and the magistrate :—

In the beginning of 1920, the 1 ospector-General of Police veported :—

“ Chenchu_crime bhas increased to an appalling extent. In 1919 alone
there were 6§ Chencl.m dacoities against 13 in 1917, ' 'he road from Atmakur
to Nandyal is practically closed to ordinary travellers and orime all along
the foot of the hills has inoreased enormously,

Purely Cl;enchu _erimac has become still more brutal and many shocking
cases of rape in conjunction wit], dacoity have been reported. There have
-also been eonviotions for this offenee,

A still more serious result has been that the villagers
ting with the Chenchus in crime to

certainly not do this if they were ade
erime which under the prege

of tIIx); tC}:ll:eexf;lggtuf re iuserted to give a pioture

nders.

enchns appeared to the ryot,

have been co-opera--
an increasing (xtent. They would

quately supported in resisting Chenchuy
nt system they are pot,

L
. \/7{,L,¢L>/

There are large numbers of Chenchus at large who aro wanted for
“ er *

- various grave crunes.

| i i iting : ¢ Schemes
About the same time the District Magistrate was writing : Se
ot 8¢ N .

i t the first and essen-
i bly revive hereafter. _Bu
o ]morjﬂ ref)lfmg(;ll\t::);:si?xf ynm:d by the (henchu is res ct for the law.
tial piece

701 that is knockod into_bim, it is absolutely fatile to offer him edncation,
- Till that 13 kn ’

te.. ote. He prefers a lifa of (practically) u;l.gtxglihe:incr}ze.

honest work, °f his mental outlook it is a pleasanter, ]->l!ler, i (v.t ag ni—
For “‘}iersz?l’(t)—thiuk the Chenchus want any ° p,l;oZeetxpn. jus P .
It is the ‘undepressed ’ ryot v;vlho needi.: gr?:f;f;g:iﬂe vge::;(;n. 1 have to-day

:The Chenchus ® bow and arrow 1 have to-d.
; (‘1 3 heré}i)trltl.( oPa case in which some Chenchtlx)s Ze::a?uﬁ::d In ‘ e
1e:11b‘ 1? 'Fl)‘hev withdrew to the forest covered tlzer rear é;o »
li(é )'sl(;zﬁte impossible to aek police men or any o

i

idden death. ” ‘ - ' t
> s;n another letter the Distriet Magls-h;?ltﬁn‘;;ﬁ:e:eihe'
« offering schools and co-operation to f;’bc ,
is like offering chicken bones to a tiger.

F ie it —
i extract from a police repot . }
Hel:’ és ;‘;‘aunmautha Llao, olerk of the Joint M?jglbttrilﬁleég}. :n;llya;;l ‘:ﬁ:
el el the Atmakur-Velgode road a - am, 0
Il‘t‘)(t)}olﬂk?ib?:m(l/;\ Lllgg\(;\sas:ll robbed of properts valued at about Rs:300.

, 1 a lot of property consisbing” "
' heuchus were searched and a } ) . le -
loth h“(t; ngtel‘lf Se:: l‘ec;vered and also the m_nfomfl :l:fepol:):’?ODStab °
})qf cl?;%%“zx:) vgas dacoited in Velgode at the heginning vear.
Q. O

; . of 5th March 1920: * About
o - il 8 BOFS, 2 S et o
20 Chenchus of Ubints floor of the village munsif Yerraguntla Venkata
vrain from the tbr%tl!!};l:?:ﬂ on the 2nd March 1920. . Hearing th'e oc(;)urrtensg
pathi of Negﬂt}lréhencfmé’ad”s a servant of the village ml;lnSIf,.llll ou 0
from Pa?s‘?len; d themselves at the thrashing floor trom the g‘ 8gle l?nt
villagers “coliccie tion taken by the Chenchus. There arc some ll:gaet u;
wont in the td“t‘;:ce 0north of the thrashing floor and as the Chonqc us]s ,a);]c;
at one wmile 0,- fowls and trving to extort rice. etc, frOIfl the Suga eljl"h ;
theve sh(mtﬂ‘b, hed and pafsued the Chenchus a furlong s c_hstancc: N boe
villagers approac ired the orain loads and attacked the villagers wlz- w8
the Ohenchus rg&ﬁ ] d batt?e axes. The villagers met the Chenchus l_l?ﬁmg
and arrows, swor ;‘?Ls Yerraguatla Ramayya. a cousin of the ‘:1 age
stonos and “-sfn(% snl',‘”o“. in the chest and be killed his assallYant y otr;e
munsif, .rece“t? k aou “the head. Then two Chenchus slew e{;agug a
%ow mﬂ‘wiiﬁeswords and the rest of the Chenchus injured three others.
amayya

+ heen reluctant to send an armed police
The Govern‘\]:]nil\]:ng;:i:” '?‘]hO:‘:k f}.jt a natural anxiety as to‘lt(:]e (sontse:
foroe mtol:.ho ; aht( result if armed police were let loose in 8 wild coun r"':}i
quences that wight itive people. But thesc and similar reports con_vmcef
t;) h”ntth:toi‘:n\:ag) r::(")cle]s's'\r\ to take vigorous action to vestore the reign o
them S of the villagers. .
faw and to mmfr et}:he::f?f District Supevinterdent of Polico, Mr. Pitt, was
An “ﬂwe.rk? ('ha(; lo of the operations, and a force of 150 armed c(énslt;)bles
::l(;ct;ﬂtt:tt‘;ﬁ: \/ﬁspgéal. He was givell « list of 55 Chenchus an yas
a
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:ngl?:;:: vgl;?(:)?t wargants of arrest were pending on grave charges such as
., dacoity ay robbery and he was instructed to cffect th ot of as
many of these men ag possible. ‘ °ame

The difficulties of the o i i i
_ : peration will be plain when one remembers that
l;lflet l?(la)slc\?n]?mg l(?'!nenchus were roamiug at lafge in the fol:zst:c:;lell‘):)th flanks
o th “82 fzr;z:t:l i;:ienge rl)lver ?E area oovering some hundreds of square miles,
! evhaps the verish i i ¥
thg mon to here are g werf))qdeg(; most feverish in the Presidency, and that
And arrows and a few guns. Worst of all Mr. San d the
d Ds. \ . Sannders h -corde
%I};’nlon that a regular police force has ahont as much gxllanezdofr;of?‘e“ing 3
enchu in the forest as it has of arresting a spotted deer. v

Before assembling his force, Mr. Pitt went to the scene of o

. . . mtions to
make himwelf acquainted with the nature of the ground and of tﬁ (*henchus
and to consult with the local officers. His survey convinced him that
Mzr. S8aunders was perfectly rig)

) 't in his view that it was hopeless to expect
the police to catch an atsconding Chenchu. Neither the for‘;t sobordingf e8
uor the nm%llxbounng villagers appeared to be in a position to give any effec-
tive help. He was forced to the oconclusion that none hnt the Chenchus
could catch the absconding Chenchus. But the local officers held that it W88
entirely impracticable to induce the tame Chenchus to catch the oriminals
whose loot they were in the habit of sharing.

The police, however, are learning to study the psychology of their oppo-
nents and whether by chance or design a way was found by which the co-
operatirn of the Chenchus was effeetnally seoured. The education of the Chen-
obu is limited. He knows nothing of the hamanitarian motives which hold
back Government from putting forth their full power. But if his education
is limited, his imagination is lively. After eertain high officials had visited the
Chenchn gudems and spoken with the resident Chenchus, wonderfal rumours
began to fly abroad about ihe terrible and portentous things that were ahout
to happen if the abscondhers were not handed np. For three weeks these
rumours spread without producing any tangible results. But at the end of
that time, long bhefore the arrival of the special police force, the Chenchus
of Bairlutigudem canght a young murderer with whom they were at fend
and surrendered him to a forest range officer Mr. Y. P. Lachmayya Navudu,
and two police officers Mr. V. Narasimba Ayyar, Circle Inspector of Police
and Mr. O.8. Narayana Rao, Sub-Inspectcr who had succeeded in gaining
their confidence. Tlie next day another forest range officer Mr. 8. A Daw-
son and a forester Mr. Arulanandam got the Chenchus of gudem to assist
them in sresting one Malaku Poligadu, a criminal belonging to another
gudem, and a week later Mr Dawson and Martin, a forcster, induced the
Pangidi Chenchus to capture and surrender another abscondiug Chenchu.

From these beginnings the employment of Chenchus developed. By the
1st of September the special force of armed constalles Lad arrived. 1t was
used to plockade Nallamalais so as to cut off the absconding (henchus from
food while the tame Chenchus in the gudcms received rations. At the same
time the presence of the force was effective in maintsining the proper P&y~
chologlca} atmogphere. Abeconding Chenchius who had kept up their con-
nexiop with their gudem were arrested by the men of the gudem. But there
were others who were roaming at large in armed bands. To locate and
follow u th.ese bzmds! Chenchus were enlisted and paid as temporary consta-
bles. ithin a fortnight of the arrival of the special force, 25 out of the 28
absconders in the Western Nallamalais had been arrested. The blockading
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erate men armed with very offective bowe-

. ,b\&\K\\'

Western Nallamalais was then withdrawn and ocoucentrated
f'::?leyot‘:) :\“‘:ss the Nallamalais if no fresh outbreak of orime followed ite
withdrawal. For a week after the withdrawal no crime was reported and on
the 20th of September the force crossed the range and strengthened the blook-
ade ou the western slopes of the Nallamalais where large gangs of Chenchus
armed to the teeth were daily committing offences. By the 7th of Ootober it
becamo possible to draw in the blockading lines and to occupy posts which
restricted the last remuining absconders, two gangs of 18 criminals in all, to
an ares of ubout 100 square wiles. It took another month for the Ohenoh.us to
traok put these men but by the 11th of November success had been achieved
and the special police force was withdrawn and demobilized.

During this last stage in the operations the blockading lines extended
through the forest for a distance of over thirty miles and it would have been
impossible to keep up communications and maintain the blockade bat for the
work of the signallers. For want of telescupes and helivs signalling had to
be carried on at night with lamps from suitable eminences aud for want of
men no guards could be supplied to the signallers. The nature of the country
in which they were working can be understood from the fact that the slgn?.l.lers:
reported themseclves as being © constantly molested .b).' tigersand evil spirits.
Novertheless Mr. Pitt tells us they stuck to their joh and performed  their
duty splendidly.

The net result of the operations of the force was the arrest of 49 out of 55
absconding criminals. The best proof of the extraordinary ability, tact and
patience with which Mr. Pitt condueted these operations is the fact that in the
capture of these 49 armed and desperate eriminals, not a single shot was fired
and not a single Chenchu was injured.  The only shots fired in the Nalla-
malais while the operations were going on were fired in an attack made by the
Chenchus upon two constables employed in eseortm% a party of plains-villagers
who had come to track out & gang of criminals. The Qhenchus had guns and
fired on the constables who fired back in self-defence killing one Chenchu. A
magisterial inquiry was beld, aud the magistrate f.ouud that 'the; police had
acted in self-defrners and that the killing was justifiable.  This incident did
not form part of Mr. Pitt’s operations. It is narrated here because it shows
how extraordinary was Mr. Pitt’s success in avoiding the use of firearms.

My, Pitt makes special wention of the help he received from the Assistant
Chenchu Officy  Muhammad Husain Khan Sahib, Y. P. Lakshmayya
Nayudu, Forest Range Cfficer, Bairluti, A.J. M. Snaize, Forest Range Cfhicer,
Sivapuram, K. T. Venkatachari, Fovester, Pechuruvu, T. G. Venunatha Rao,
Forester, Rudracode, J.J. Martiu, Forester, Pangidi, Tangalla Qasim Sahib,
Forester, Chilakacherla, Ghaus Pivan, Forester, Kalanutala, and Yergeant
T. A. Sumner. He notes aleo that the Chittoor detachment of the special
foree was exceptionally efficient, the local officers having sent the pick ‘of the
Chittoor armed rescrve.

The Distriot Magistrate reports that the success of these operations ba
been effeotive in checking erime ard quieting the Chenchu for the time being.

But the problem of finding an honest means of livelihood for the Chenchu
and of inducing him to adopt it permanently bas still to be solved and the
Government arc now again giviug it their attention.



