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NOTE.

The value of a rupee (the Indian silver coin) and of its
fractions, although constant in this country, is, for the
purpose of calculation in foreign countries, subject to
modifications corresponding to the fluctuations in the rate
of exchange. For instance, one azna (1/16th of a rupee)
was worth 24. and nearly 3d4. a short time ago’, while at
the present rate of exchange it is slightly more than 14,
and thus the anna is always of more value in India than
the mere exchange valne would indicate. 1t is merely for
the sake of convenience that I have supposéd one anna
=1d. in this book.

To quote a concrete instance, on page 126 of the
book, when pointing to the -rise ip wages, [ say the
labourer now easily earns five or six annas daily, I should
be taken to mean not only that the wages have now doubled

emselves, but that they are actually mote than 5d. or 6d.

ty. In fact these figures represent wages rates of the

ea. 1919 when the book was originally drafted, they, have
. w gone up to eight anras or’gd. a'day.

One maund =40 seers = 80” Ibs. (avoird.).
One acre = about 5 Indian Bigias.
One million = 10 /acs.

Ten millions = 1 crore.

(Sd.) IDRIS AHMAD.
5th March 1921,

!
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PREFACE.

.~ The tendency to ignore the present and to
glorify the past is universal. Macaulay in his
History of England calls attention to the delusion
.which leads men to “over-rate the happiness of
preceding generations. " Since childhood, ” he
remarks, “ I have been seeing nothing but pro-
gress, and hearing of nothing but decay.”
So far as these misleading notions of the
past were mergly discussions in private circles,
“and interested the aged and cheered their leisure
hours, when they had nothing better to do, they
were harmless. But it is to be deplored that
our indiscriminate admiration of the past should
. nersuade us .to see nothing good in the present-—
}...y—should lead us to believe that everything
#'s going wrong. This state of our feelings is
: positively harmful to the progress of the country.
It is difficult to cure a man who persists in believ-
ing himself to be hopelessly ill. The magnitude
~of the literature, pouring from all sides, full of
bitter criticism levelled at the present Indian
1 administration is simply surprising. '
The' result has been the antipathy, hatred,
_and bitter feelings, so much in evidence of late,
against those who are entrusted with the work of
adMinistration. '
I am concerned only with the student world
which is the most impressionable portion of the
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population. The lndlan parents seldom reahgc
their responsibilities in respect of their children
I affirm, on the strength of personal observatloxi
and experience, that the younger generation is
being rendered discontented by this melancholy
song being constantly dinned into their ears. ;

In this little book I have tried to show that.
the present state of affairs in our country is not
so gloomy as is generally represented, and that
India, instead of losing anything, has gained
immensely during the last 150 years. I am con-
vinced that ignorance of a multitude of factst
concerning the present administration of the coun-
try is at the root of the growing gloom that seems*
to be surrounding those classes whose knowledge
of things in general entirely depends upon wha
they are fo/d. ~ It may prove a relief to many'$
them to know for themselves that the present
.much more enjoyable than they are so often le
to beheve.

- In compiling ‘this book I have glea,ned m%
formatxon from the following books, and I ani
grateful to the officers of the Government of
India who provided me with the latest printe '
records of their departments, as well as to locald
officers who lent me books from their libraries.
There is an immense amount of information in
the books and official records which need wide
publicity, but the scope of my book being limited,
I can only introduce a mere fraction of it.
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If my readers notice that some facts are
alluded to more than once, [ beg to remind
them that in education the maxim is “ Kegp
Repeating.”

Books Constlted,

1. ‘“ Peoples and Problems ‘of ludia” by Sir T. W. Holderness.

2. “ England’s Work in India” by Sir W. W, Huater,

3. Imperial Gazetteer of India rnew editioa), volumes [ to 1V,

4. Census Reports of India for the year 1911.

5. The Government of India Memorandum of some of the results
of Indian Administration (1911).

6. ‘¢Aina Tarikh Numa” by Raja Shiv Parshad of Benares.

7. The Land Revenue Policy of the Indian Government.

8. *The Uitizen of India” by Sir W. Lee-Warner.

o ‘“ India’s Needs' by Dr, John Murdoch, LL.D.

10. “ New India” by H. T, S. Cotton.

11. Financial Statement and Budget for 1919-30 published by the
Government of India,

12. Finance and Revenue Accounts of the Government of India for
1917-18.

13, Annual Report of the Sanitary Commissioner with the Govern-
ment of ladia for 1917.

14. Indian Sanitary Policy.

15. Progress of Education in India, 1912—1917, by the Hon'ble Mr, H
Sharp, C,S.1., C,LE.

16, Indian Fducation in 1917-18,

17. Resolution of the Governmeunt of India on Local Self-government.

18, Annual Report on the Posts and felegraphs of India for 1917-18
by the DRector-General of Posts and Telegraphs,

19. Progressive india by Mr. A. K. Ghose, Bar.-at-Law,

20, England and India, by Messrs, Longmaans Green & Co,

21. The Iudian Year Book for 1919,

Biynor, U, P,
The 15th August 1919,

M. IDRIS AHMAD.
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION,

The original draft of this book was ready

for the Press in August 1919, but- d(?arth of
aper stood in the way, and publication was

delayed till December when paper came to hand.
The book was printed in the first week. of January
1920, and I began to receive a series of en-
couraging letters as soon as the book was pub-
lished. The Vernacular Press of the country, 0o,
showed its appreciation of the book by. thtfxr
favourable comments and by recommending its
contents to the thoughtful notice and considera-
tion of impartial critics. I quote below an ex-
tract from one of the leading and most popular
Urdu papers of these provinces, which is believ.ed
to command the largest circulation, and which
amply reviewed my book in its issue of 24th

February 1920 :— ' T
« This book. places before its readers facts
and figures in support “of ‘the steady progress

India has made under the British rule, which has -

greatly added to the merit of the book, and
strengthened its claim for the attention of the
reading public. Inview of the fact that each of the
important topics dealt with in the book required
a separate volume for its proper discussion, the
conciseness of the book looks like *putting the
ocean into a goblet’ Owing to the judicious
selection of necessary statistics and figures, which
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obviously can be the result of many years’ labour
and research, the capable author has made the book
a very valuable work of reference, being a useful
abstract of so many unwieldy Directories.. .........
‘The British administration of India has been
subject to adverse criticism for the past 40 years.
This criticism has gradually assumed the shape
of a violent tempest in the universal noise of which
any countervoice can scarcely be heard. At such
a juncture Maulvi Idris Ahmad’s announcement
that ‘thou hast described allthe vices of the wine,
now listen lto its virutes as well’ points to his

. courage which deserves all praise. The critics

of the Government usually pick up and parade
only such facts and incidents as can most
conveniently be utilised in villifying the Govern-
ment. Maulvi Idris Ahmad has used this same
method in favour of the Government and has
tried to vanquish his opponents' by their own
weapons ........, "

The book was also welcomed in official
circles as calculated to do a great deal of good in
clearing up many misconceptions concerning the
present administration of India, [ was requested
to publish the book in English and other Indjan
vernaculars, and more than one chairman of
the District Boards asked my permission to
publish it serially in the District Gazettes. Thus
the book was welcomed equally by the Press,
by the public and by officials. The first edition
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ran out in less than two months{ and the second
edition is now being submitted to the public.
The contents of the book need no important modi-
fication. It may, however, be pointed out here
that the Reform scheme referred to in Chapter
‘,XV has been sanctioned by H. M. the King-
Emperor, and will come into force from January
1921. Under this scheme the Indians have been
allowed a very large share in the Government of
the entire country, preparatory to the attainment
of responsible  government (or complete self-
government). The Governor-General’s Executive
Council, which only a few years ago had no Indian
members, now counts three Indians among its mem-
bers. The provinces have been given the largest
measure of independence of the Government of
India in legislative, administrative, and financial
matters. The Legislative Councils have been
enlarged and made more representative, having
an overwhelming majority of elected non-official
members, and. these Councils henceforward will
have ample opportunities of influencing the
Government. From January 1921 British India
will be divided into eight administrative
Divisions or Governorships, vzz., (1) Bombay, (2)
Madras, (3) Bengal, (4) the U. P., (5) the Punjab,
(6) Bihar and Orissa, (7) Central Provinces and
(8) Assam. Each province will have at its head
a Governor-in-Council. Each of these councils
will consist of two members, one Englishman
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and one Indian. Associated with this Executive
Council as part of the Government will be one or
more Indian Ministers chosen from among Fhe
clected members of the Provincial Legislatfv'e
Council. All the subjects of administration
have now been divided into two classes: (1)
The Transferred Subjects and (2) the Reserved
Subjects, The former or the Transferred Sub-
jects will consist of (a) Local Self-government;
() Medical, Public Health and Sat'ntatlon :
(¢) Education ; (¢) Public Works ; (¢) Agriculture ;
(f) Industries; (g) Civil Veterinary D.ep.art-
ment ; (%) Fisheries; (£) Co-operative Societies ;
(7) Forests ; () Excise ; (/) Registration of Deeds
and Documents ; {(»MReligious and’Charitable En-
*wm,ents ; () other miscellaneous subjects such as
adulteration of food-stuffs, weights and measures,
museums and Zoological Gardens. All these
important subjects will be administered by the
‘Governor with the advice of his Indian ministers.,
who will be responsible to the Legislative Council
which would represent the people.

The Resérved Subjects will consist of (1) Land
Revenue, (2) Canals and Irrigation. (3) Fami.ne
Relief, (4) Police, (5) Courts of Justice, (6) Jails,
(7) Mines, (8) Posts and (9) th.e Press. The
Reserved Subjects will be administered by th.e
Governor with the help of his Executive Council.

These liberal and far-reaching reforms are so
advanced that if an astrologer or soothsayer had
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prophesied them fifteen years ako for the near
future, he would certainly have been considered
devoid of commonsense, and no one could have
persuaded himself to believe him.

I. A.
15¢8 Marck 1920.

PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

Almost all the printing presses in the country
were lately busy in printing electoral rolls and
voting papers, etc., required by the Government in
connection with the forthcoming Indian Reforms,
I, therefore, again had difficulties in the publication
of the second edition of this book, which was also

soon disposed of. The demand to publish- the

book in other Indian vernaculars grew pressing.
I have, however, been persuaded to issue the third
edition of this book in English, as a book in this
language, now forming the Zngua franca of
India, is accessible to almost all my educated
countrymen.

I have nothing to add to the book just now.
[ do not claim originality in respect of this book.

Almost all the facts and figures which 1 have

noted therein have been gleaned from authentic
books or publicrecords. I have, of course, added
. here and there the result of my own observation,
experience and personal enquiries made on the
spot. I am placing all these facts in the form of

9

a small book in order to have them within reach
of the ordinary reader who has neither time nor
inclination to read comprehensive books on ad-
ministration. My countrymen, who have }ong
been accustomed to peace and prosperity, now

‘resemble the sons of a man of wealth and fortune,

who think they are born to a life of ease and
comfort, and seldom appreciate the anxiety and
trouble which their se/f-made parent has undergone
in providing those luxurious comforts for them.

I.A.
15t October 1920.
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INTRODUCTION.

Not much is known in India about what is
being said in other countries, but we do know that
whenever four or five persons happen to sit to-
gether in clubs or gardens in this country, they
invariably begin to talk of the present hard times.
It is customary with us in India to attribute all
virtues, happiness, peace and prosperity to the
£ood old days, while all evils, miseries, sorrows and
sufferings are ascribed to the present troublous
times. Everyone is inclined to over-rate the
happiness and prosperity of the preceding gener-
ation, and sighs for the past, whereas the present
time is denounced as the most inopportune and
unfavourable to one and all. This tendency to
depreciate the present at the expense of the past
is by no means a new thing. It has existed in all
parts of this country, and at all times. We know
for certain, however, that every past period was
once presernt. time. The time which was current
one hundred years before the present date, and is
now regarded by us as the past, constituted the
present era of this country at that time. We
actually look down upon the present, but hold dear
the state of affairs in the past century. As a matter
of fact, however, our predecessors who lived in
India one hundred years ago, as much deplored
their own times then, as we do ours now, and
equally with us praised the times preceding them.
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a

realise the peculiar advantages of their own times.
Instead of unreasonably sighing for the past, such
persons should endeavour to realise that the
present is much more enjoyable than they are so
often led to believe.

BijNork : I. A

5th June 1919,
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CHAPTER 1.
OUR INDIA.

India is not a country as countries are known

Its immensity and

tries, the physical features and various climates of
which present greater contrast than the countries
of Europe. lItis inhabited by peoples who differ
. widely from one another in race, in creed, in
language, in manners and customs, and in the
stages of material and moral growth. In order to
- have some idea of the vastness of India, let us
invite attention to the best known continent of
Europe. The whole continent, excluding Russia,
consists of 20 kingdoms of which Great Britain,
France, Germany, Austria, Italy and Spain are
the larger states, and Norway, Sweden, Denmark,
Portugal, Holland, Belgium, Switzerland, Lux-
emberg, Roumania, Bulgaria, Servia, Turkey,
Greece and Montenegro are the smaller ones.
The area of India consists of 18,02,657
square miles, which exceeds the
combined area of the above-
named 20 kingdoms of Europe by 17,000 square
miles. The areas of the Bombay and Madras
Presidencies are each of them larger than that of
Great Britain. Similarly Bengal is larger in
extent than Germany, and the Province of Burma
is larger than France. Our United Provinces of
Agra and Oudh are equal to Italy in area,

Area,

in Europe. [t isa great conti-
diversities. nent, consisting of many coun-.
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The length and breadth of India are each
about 2,000 miles. In so exten-

Climate, . . .
sive a region there is room for

: many climates. In Malabar there is the perpetual
. summer of the tropics, while in the Punjab there

are extremes of heat and cold. For most of the
year the plains of the Punjab are brown and
arid ; scorched in summer with fiery winds like
the blast of a furnace, in winter they are clothed
in a mantle of green crops, while the climate is
delightfully cold. In Central India there are well
defined seasons of heat and cold with no great
extremes. Heat and moisture predominate in
Bengal and make it one of the dampest and green-
est countries of the earth. Still greater con-
trasts are found in the Himalayan region and
the deserts of Sind. The Himalayas themselves
exhibit every gradation of heat and cold, of
luxuriance and sterility, of loveliness and desola-
tion. Thusthe contrast which India singly pre-
sents in this respect is greater than is traceable
in all the European countries taken together.

The population of India exceeds 314 crores
(31,51,56,396). The total popu-
lation of the earth is esti-
mated at 150 crores (1,500 millions) and India
alone, therefore, accommodates one-fifth of the
whole human race. The population of India
exceeds the combined population of all the 20
kingdoms of Europe named above by 24 crores

Population,
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(25 millions). Our United Provinces of Agra
and Oudh are larger than great Britain in respect
of population. Bengal is larger than Germany
and the populatxon of Madras equals that of
France. The variety in the density of popula-
tion in the different parts of India is equally sur-
prising. The native state of Jaisalmere in
western Rajputana has a populatton of under j
persons to the square mile, while in the Gangetic
plains the average goes up to 800 per-square mile.
The followers of almost all the religions of the
world—Buddhists,  Christians,
Jews, Hindus, Mahomedans,
~ Jains, Parsis, Mahrattas and Sikhs—are found in
india. There are countless divisions and sub-
- divisions of these religions, some of which solely
belong to India.

‘The Indians speak Burmese, Bengali, Urya,
Hindi, Punjabi, Gujrati, Mahratti,
Sindhi, Asami, Kashmiri, Ne-

pali, Pashtoo, Urdu, Tamil, Kanari, Malayalam,
Gondi, Telugu and many other languages. Thirty

to 4o distinct languages have been enumerated by *
experts, while the number of dialects comes to 143.
If a tourist should visit all the countries
Piversity in popula- Of Europe, he will nowhere
ton find so many different national-
ities exhibiting extraordinary variety in respect of
race, language, creed, colour and appearance,
- manners and customs and the various stagés of

Religion.

Languages.
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Indeed. it is the greater feat than was performed
under the Reoman Empire. Unquestionably mis-
takes have been made ; it would indicate qualities
literally superhuman if so gigantic a task ‘had

"been accomplished without mistakes. It is easy

enough to point out shortcomings, but the fact
remains that the successful administration of the
Indian Empire by the English has been one of
the most notable and the most admirable achieve-
ments of the white race during the past two
centuries. On the whole it has been for the im-
measurable benefit of the nations of India them-
selves....... .. There has been a far more resolute
effort to secure fair treatment for the humble and
oppressed during the days of English rule in India
than during any other period of recorded Indian
history. England does not draw a penny from
India for English purposes ; she spends for India
the revenues raised in India, and they are spent
for the benefit of the Indians themselves.

*“ Undoubtedly India is a less pleasant place
than formerly for the heads of tyrannical states.
There is now little or no room in it for successful
freebooter chieftains, for the despots who lived in
gorgeous splendour while under their cruel rule
the immense mass of their countrymen festered

-in sodden misery. . But the mass of the people

has been and are far better off than ever before,
and far better off than they would now be if
Enghsh control were now withdrawn from [ndia.
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- . & - B
if English control were now withdrawn from

India, the whole peninsula would become a chaos

and violence.” o
o b-kl)?diS: e:ften said in favour of the former
conquerors of India th:':\t tho§e
be!lgﬁ(tieidaun:::nfirr‘zgi foreigners on arrival in, India
British rule.. settle themselves here and made
India their home, but that -the Et}gli,s.h.havehn?t
done so and still persist in rf\alntam}ng t.elr,
relations with England. That is the distinction,
they say, between the former conquerors fmd tbe
English which has led to the great ﬁnam':lal
drain so much resented by the Indians. Duru.mg
the rule of the former conquerors, it is.sald,
the wealth of the country remained in it z.md
did not flow outside. Now considerable‘portlon
of India’s wealth, however, goes to Englefnd
to the loss of India—we shall in the followx.ng
chapter point out the reasons why the English
did not make India their permanent home.:, and
that the amount which India annually contnbu'te_s
to England, brings back, in return, such. Jasting
benefits as never accrued to India during the
time of any of its former zulers.
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CHAPTER IIL

WHY DID THE ENGLISH NOT MAKE INDI-A THEIR

HOME LIKE THE ARYANS AND THE

) MAHOMEDANS ? ’

From the early days the Indians began to

like the Englishmen for their fair dealings, their
uprightness, their gentlemanly behaviour, and
faithful observance of their word and agreements.
These qualities secured for the Englishmen
implicit confidence of the Indian peoples who
welcomed British rule and willingly assisted in its
establishment throughout the country.

The Englishmen however, partly from a careful
co:glﬁyferg'eigr::t th¢ study of past history, and partly
exertion. from their personal observation
and experience on the spot, found that India was
unusually fertile and that its fertility was deterrent
of all exertion, and further discovered that its soft
and languid climate sapped the energies and wea-
kened the combative instincts of the inhabitants,
They knew as a fact that the different races and
tribes which came and conquered India one after
the other invariably fell victims to its climatic
influences. The fertility, prosperity and wealth of
the country continued to attract foreign invaders
and, therefore, the series of foreign invasions con-
tinued unbroken for thousands of years. Every
new band of invaders was acclamatised in due
course, paving the way for a fresh invasion. The
once warlike Mahomedans and the brave Hinduys
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proved equally powerless. to resist Nadir Shah’s
invasion in 1739. Having once discovered this
historical secret, no sane Englishman could think
of permanently settling in this country. The Eng-

lish people considering their permanent residence’

in India detrimental to their national interests

naturally decided once for all that they could not

make [ndia their home like the former invaders.
The decision is based not on any antipathy

to Indians, but on prudence and
N o n-settlement of A .
the Eoglish in India forethought. In the light of

due simply to prudence. past experience the English
considered it essential to maintain refations with
their mother country in order to preserve their
energy and national vigour. In accordance with
this scheme fresh batches of young Englishmen,
educated and trained in their best schools, colleges
and industrial institutions, and equipped with the
most up-to-date knowledge of men and things
continue to come to India, renovating the ad-
ministrative machinery of the country, both civil
and military. For the same reason the appoint-
ment of officers to the highest and most responsi-
ble posts is subject to time limits. They are
appointed only for a few years and are sent back
to. England on the completion of the prescribed
term of their office. In case an English officer
already serving in India is appointed to some
high office, it is almost an established practice
for him to proceed to England on leave where
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he stays for several months before returning to
India to take charge of his more onerous duties. In
the same way British military officers and soldiers
are not allowed to remain permanently in India,
but are sent back to England from time to time to
be replaced by fresh and more vigorous officers and
men. The British statesmen look upon this constant
interchange and supply of fresh members of
Indian Civil and Military Services as an unavoid-
able necessity for the preservation of their national
life and character, and we Indians have, therefore,
absolutely no reason to demur at this practice.
It must, indeed, be a very hard task for the
It is hard to serve TeSidents of a cold country to
in foreign lands. be required to 'serve in a hot
climate, thousands of miles away from their
home and away from their dear and near relatives,
even though they should so work for personal
gain.  The density of population in Indja
varies from 5 to 800 persons per square mile.
Three-fourths of the population of the country
lives entirely on agriculture, and in many thickly
populated regions the produce of the land can
scarcely support the growing population. Poverty
is, therefore, inevitable in such tracts. Experts
are of opinion that if the population of these
densely populated tracts emigrates to thinly
populated regions, the area under cultivation will
certainly increase and considerably add to the
prosperity of the people. Not to speak of going
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to foreign lands,-my countrymen cannot be induced
to leave their own village in order to settle in a

nelghbourmg region with the view of serving the’

best "interests of their own and of their country.

In consequence of the recent great European
war, Mesopotamia and Palestine are now under
the British sphere of influence. Jndians are
invited to serve at these places and in British
Africa on a short term agreement, on double
and treble their present salaries with additional
allowances, and far brighter prospects. But all
these concessions and prospects of personal gain
have failed to attract sufficient candidates, although
lucrative offers are daily advertised in newspapers.
Mesopotamia and Palestine are adjacent to our
country and so nearer our home. The climatic
conditions there are almost similar to ours, but no
amount of prospective income can induce us to
leave our kith and kin. If anyone happens to
accept appointment in the newly-acquired regions,
his whole family goes into mourning, when he
proceeds on his lucrative journey. Keeping
these facts in view we ought to search our own
hearts in this respect, before taunting Englishmen
for coming to our country simply to acquire
wealth. We ought to learn the manly habit of
the Englishmen of earning their livelihood in
distant lands under climatic strain, instead of
feeling offended on their gathering the hard-
earned fruits of their labour.
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CHAPTER 1V.
THh CONDITION OF INDIA AT THE ADVENT
OF THE BRITISH RULE.

We Indians have surpassed all other nations

The ancient colden  in our worship of antiquity and

age our undye and exaggerated
veneration for the past. We are never tired of
referring again and again, in the Press and on the
platform, to that glorious antiguity and to the
golden age, when happiness and prosperity reigned
all over India, when the country was thickly popu-
lated and all the peoples were happy, when India
was governed by the Indians, taxes were unknown,
and the country was free from epidemics and
famines, when glorious kings and most powerful
Rajas and Maharajas ruled from the Himalayas
to Ceylon, under whose munificent patron-
age arts and sciences of every description
flourished and the peoples enjoyed the greatest
liberty of action and freedom of speech. We
neither have any regular record of these glorious
times, nor it is our object to compare the present
administration of the country with that golden
age. India was governed by the Mahomedans
for several centuries and we have detailed histori-
cal records of their period, which show that with
the exceptions of a few kings the whole country
was never effectually controlled by one central
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government.  But any mention of the palmy
days of the Mahomedan era is equally irrele-
vant to our topic. The period which we have
In view is the one just preceding the advent of
the British rule in India, z¢, from about the
middle of the 17th century.

In those days invasion and inroads were

The Himalayan wila Y€arly events along the whole
veoming’ Cwmnes org frontier of India. The Himalyan
beasts. mountains, instead of serving
as a northern wall to shut out aggressors, formed
a line of fastnesses from which the hill races
poured down upon the plains. For 1,500 miles
along their base stretched a thick belt of territory
which no one dared to cultivate. This silent
border-land varied from 20 to 50 miles in breadth,
and embraced a totalarea of 30 to 40 thousands
of square miles that yielded no food to men, but
teemed with wild beasts, which nightly sallied
forth to ravage the herds and hamlets in the open
country beyond. Lions, tigers, wolves, bears,
wild elephants made inroads on neighbouring
villages, ruined the cattle and destroyed human
life beyond all estimate.

Such a border-land seemed to the miserable
villagers on the plains to be the best possible
frontier, for its dense jungles served as some sort
of barrier against the invasions of the wild Hima-
layan races, and it bred deadly fevers which made
havoc of armies that attempteda passage through it.
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The great mountain wall round Northern
India and the impassable belt of

wild waste both failed, till the

All frontiers unsafe,

-British came upon the scene, to afford any security

to the Indian races. The sea which forms the
natural defence of the rest of the country was in
like manner only a source of new dangers. On the
Bay of Bengal, the pirates from the Burmese coast
sailed up the great rivers, burning the villages, and
massacring or carrying off into slavery the inhabit-
ants. On the other side of the peninsula in the In-
dian ocean, piracy was conducted on a grander scale.
Wealthy rajas kept up luxurious courts upon the
extortions which their pirate fleets levied from trad-
ing vessels and from the villages along the coast.
The truthis that the natural defences of I[ndia,
the mountains and the sea, were in the last
century equally powerless to protect the Indian
races.
In the interior of the country also, villages
i rumvers' bells,  WETE SWePt clean 'by bandits: and
districts were stripped of inha-
bitants and laid waste by famines. The quick
growing jungle spread over the deserted land and
the fierce beasts of the tropics were the undis-
puted lords of fertile tracts. The official records
frequently speak of the mail bag being carried
off by tigers, and the custom of the mail runners
carrying bells to scare away the wild beasts sur-
vives to our own day. -~
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The average loss of life by wild beasts in the

Annual deaths from  19th cent
wild beasts, 9 € Ul‘y exceeded 150»000
a year.

In the absence of 3 strong Central Govern-

,a.Léf,‘:;f,.?;ﬁ?g..};iT,‘; li'nent the country was divi'ded
OF Tl et 1 nto many small unstable king-

doms, jealous of each other, the
rise and fall of which occasioned constant scenes
of murder and bloodshed all over the country
Instead of combining their respective forces to
show a united front to the foreign invader, the
common foe of all of them, they fell victims to
envy, jealousy and ambition, and constantly
struggled for supremacy. Principalities rose and
fell, and the internal dissensions and civil wars
had brought about ruin and desolation évery-
where. Hindu fought with Hindu; Mahomedan
with Mahomedan, and both with one another.
The whole country from end to end was over-run
by robbers and plunderers. Life and property was
safe nowhere.

The highlands which border on the Western

The Mahraitas and Coast of India poured forth a
the Pindaras, . .

‘ formidable race which was long
the terror of every native power. Every corner
of this vast country learned to tremble at the
mighty name of the Mahrattas. Every region
that was not already subjugated to their influence
was wasted by their incursions, Wherever their
kettle-drums were heard, the peasant threw his
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bag of rice on his shoulder, hid his sma]'i savings
in his girdle and fled with his wife and children
to the mountain or the jungle. Tanks are

pointed out in Bengal into which women threw

themselves to escape dishonour. The name of the
moat known to the present day as the * Mah-
ratta Ditch” constructed by the English round
Calcutta in 1751 to protect it from the Mahratta
inroads, still reminds us of their past depredations.

The Pindara freebooters on the other hand,
in bands of 20 to 30 thousands over-ran the
country, burning and plundering every village
and town that came in their way, leaving behind
misery and desolation.

[n all countries there are thieves, but the
peculiarity of India is that in the
last century it had over a hun-
dred hereditary robber castes, just as there were
soldier castes and writer castes, and that men
went out to prey upon the property of their
fellows —and if need be on their lives—with strict
religious observances, strong in the belief that
they were only fulfilling their destiny and doing
good service to the deity whom they adored.
They gloried in their exploits as sportsmen do,
and talked over a successful gang-robbery with its
attendant murders, as European gentlemen talk
over their tiger hunts. Besides these there were
also robberies committed by men not born and
bred to the profession.

Predatory, castes.
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After the usuval sacrifices, gangs set out in
parties of thirty or forty, disguised as travellers
or pilgrims. Their principal weapon was the
spear. 'The head was carried about concealed on
their persons, the handles served as walking sticks.
Scouts or confederates informed them where there
was a rich man’s house. When all arrangements
had been made, they advanced to the attack.

It was always a nocturnal surprise, With
Haming torches and spears glittering in the broad
light, they came suddenly on the sleeping inhabi-
tants of the doomed house, and either roused
them with their noise or pricked them up with
the points of their weapons. It often happened
that the luckless inhabitants, confused, bewildered,
panic struck, like people under the influence of a
fearful dream, did all they were directed to do—
pointed out the places where their wealth was
hidden, and went like sheep to the slaughter.
If the dacoits thought that all the property was
not given up, torture was applied. Ear-rings were
sometimes torn away, hands and feet were
chopped off as the easiest mode of removing

the ornaments. The zamindar or landed pro-

prietor and the headman of the village, instead of
aiding in their capture, harboured the robbers and
shared in their spoil.

Thuggism was another peculiar Indian insti-
tution. The thugs were profes-

The Thugs. . . :
sional murderers who worship-
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.pe_d the goddes¢ Kalii They existed in large
numbers in many parts of India for more than
2,000 years. Divine sanction was claimed for
their horrible trade. It was said that the goddess

‘gave their ancestors waist-bands with which to

destroy first demons and then men, by strangula-
tion. “Iam Thug of the royal records ” said one
of these murderers, “ I and my fathers have been
thugs for twenty generations” The thugs, for
the most part, belonged to particular villages,
where they left their wives and children ; and they
outwardly followed some peaceable calling. They
cultivated the fields, rented a few acres of land, or
employed labouring men to work under them. A
thug. went out on his dreadful journey, and every-
one in the village knew the cause of his departure,
A certain amount of hush money was paid to the
zamindar or headman, and the police officials, in
the same manner, were bribed into silence. Before
going on their bloody expeditions, thugs made
offerings to the goddess, and carefully attended
to the omens, through which they supposed that
she made known her wishes. They assumed \
many different disguises, and played many difffzr-
ent parts. There was nothing to distinguish
them from ordinary travellers. A party of them
would accost a wayfarer going homewards fror.n
a journey. Cheerful talk and song w?ul.d wi{l his
heart, and he would tell them freely of his private
affairs, of his wife and children, he was going to
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meet aftér long years of absence, toil and suffer-
ing. Watching a favourable opportunity on the
skirts of some jungle, one of the thugs would
throw his turban cloth round the neck of their
victim. Another seizing the other end of the
cloth would draw it tightly round, while a third
would seize the man by legs and throw him on
the ground. There could be no resistance. The
work was quickly done. The body was then
stripped, the property secured and very soon the
corpse was buried. The thugs would afterwards
kindle a fire beside the grave, and feast as heartily,
sing as merrily, and sleep as soundly, as if they
had committed an act of the greatest merit. No
compunction visited the thugs. An English Officer
asked one of them, ¢ Did you never feel pity for
the old men and young children whom you mue-
dered while they were sitting quietly by you ?”
“ Never " was the answer.
To what extent the country was insecure may
Anarchy in the be gathered from the following
;t:;rzn—s;if and pro-  facts: ’Ijhe Council of Calcutta
reported in 1772 that organised
gangs of robbers were burning, plundering and
ravaging the interior districts of Bengal in hordes
of 50,000 men. A few nights ago, says a Calcutta
newspaper of 1780, four armed men entered the
house of a man, near Chowringhee, the principal
street, and carried off his daughter. No natise

says the same paper, ever ventured out after dusk.

f
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Wwith a good shawl on, and it was the invariable
practice, even in English mansions in Calcutta,
for the porter to lock the outer door at the com-
mencement of each-meal, and not to open itagain
till the butler brought him word that the plate
was safely shut up in its strong box. Lawlessness
breeds lawlessness, and the miserable persons,
stripped of their little hoards were forced to become
plunderers in their turn. Even landlords and
influential villagers sheltered robbers on their
estates, levied black-mail from the surrounding
villages as the price of immunity from depreda-
tions and shared in the pillage of such as would
not come to terms. Apart from the strongly
garrisoned forts and fortresses at the frontier,
the existence of fortified villages and walled towns
pointed to the state of anarchy that prevailed in
the country.
Railways and metalled roads were unknown,
lndividual travelling 4Nd NO arrangement existed for
was dangerous. the protection and safety of
travellers. Under the circumstances no one ever
ventured to travel alone, Howsoever pressing
was the need to go from one place to another, an
intending traveller had to wait till there were
many persons bound to the same place or at least
proceeding in the same direction. Thus they
ventured on a long journey only in the form of a
caravan and even then they were always afraid
of an attack by armed marauders. '
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Official high-handedness knew no bounds.
High-handedness of A Dout the year 1660, the Gover-
officers, nor of Ahmadabad had invited
the principal directors of the English and Dutch
trades to an entertainment, of which, as usual;
displays of dancing girls were among the chief
features. One party having danced themselves out,
another was sent for, but for some reason they
refused to come. They were then forcibly dragged
into the presence of the Governor. He listened
to their excuse, laughed at it, but immediately
commanded a party of his guards to strike off
their heads. They begged their lives with horrid
cries and lamentations ; but he would be obeyed,
and caused the execution to be done in the room
before all the company. Not one, then present,
dared to make the least intercession for those
wretches who were eight in number. The strangers
were startled at the.horror of the spectacle and
inhumanity of the action, which the Governor
taking notice of, fell alaughing, and asked them
what they were so much startled at. Anyone who
incurred the displeasure of these provincial
governors had similar fate. The doomed person
was either beheaded, crushed to death by an
elephant, or blown away from a gun.

As has already been pointed out, successive
hordes of invaders have poured
into India through the Himala-
yan passes, and in the last

invasions from the
North-West,
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century the process was still going on. Each set of
newcomers plundered and massacred without
mercy and_without restraint. In the middle of
the last century six such inroads on a great scale
took place in 23 years. The first was led by
Nadir Shah in 1739, who, while staying in Delhi,
ordered his soldiers one morning to slaughter the
inhabitants, without regard to age or sex, in every
street and avenue. From sunrise to midday the
sabre raged, and by that time no less than one
hundred thousand men, women and children were
hacked to pieces in the streets of the rcyal city of
India. Pages of Indian History are full of most

apalling tales of similar bloodshed and wanton.

cruelty ever inflicted on the human race.

This state of things could not be permitted

under the British rule, and the
first business of the English was

to secure India from foreign
invasions. The sea robbers were effectually dealt

with, rendering Indian borders absolutely safe,

India now secure
from foreign invasion.

A century of British rule has not only secured "

the Indian frontiers from in-
Suppression of Thugi
and dacoity.

of India from robbers and plun-
derers. The English in India recognised the fact
that they had a special class of crimes to deal with
and they framed a special department of Crimina]
Law to put those crimes down. It has effectivel
done its work. Almost throughout British Indjy

vaders, but has freed the interior
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the ancient special crimes have been extirpated,
and the old criminal tribes now find it more profit-
I able to be on the side of law than against it, and
" are betaking themselves to the more commonplace
* callings of small husbandmen and petty pilferers.
Law is now predominant everywhere. There

is no longer any power in the

ha‘:gzz;“g:’:&i‘;ﬁeﬁf“” State that can order, under the
_influence of a gust of passion or

a spasm of caprice, the meanest labourer to be
trampled to death by elephants or disembowelled
with a sharp knife. The poorest cooly is entitled
to all the solemn formalities of a judicial trial, and
the punishment of death, by whomsoever adminis-
tered and on whomsoever inflicted, without
express decree of the law, is a murder for which
the highest functionary is as much accountable as
a sweeper would be for the assassination of the

Governor-General in Durbar.

A very large portion of the broad belt of the

peace, progress of wild waste along the northern
trade and annual in- frontier has been reclaimed
crease of population. . . . '
The security given by a century
of the British rule in these frontier districts has
already brought thousands of square miles under
the plough, growing each ygar millions upon
millions- sterling worth of produce. While the
natives of India have pushed their rice cultivation
towards the foot of the mountains, English capi-
talists have dotted their slopes with tea plantation
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which are worked by Indian labour and now
supply all the tea consumed by the Great Britain.
The first and foremost duty of a good

_Government is the protection of the life and

property of her people, and no one can gainsay
the fact that perfect peace now prevails thrc?ucrhout "
the country, that consequently export and il?]port

trade of India has very considerably increased

that the population of India is increasing at th;:
rate of two millions every year, that life té,md pro-
perty is now absolutely safe, and that a single
individual with all his valuables now passes to
and fro without danger or hindrance, the poorest
traveller feeling as safe as the richest.

How India has been morally and materially
benefited under the British rule
will be described in the following
. ' chapters. Below is quoted an
interesting extract from Sir W. W. Hunter’s book
contrasting what India was from what India ist
He writes “I have often amused myself during
my solitary peregrinations, by imagining what a
Hindu of the last century would think of the pre-
sent state of his country if he could revisit the
Earth. | have supposed that his first surprise
at the outward physical changes had subsided ; that
he has got accustomed to the fact that thousands
of square miles of jungle, which in his time were
inhabited only by wild beasts, have been turned
into fertile crop lands; that fever-smitten

Old India coutrast-
ed with the new,
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swamps have been covered with healthy, well-
drained cities ; that the mountain walls which shut

. off the interior of India from the seaports, have |

been  pierced by roads and scaled by railways ;

that the great rivers which formed the barriers

between provinces and desolated the country with
their floods, have now been controlled to the uses
of man, spanned by bridges and tapped by canals,
But what would strike him as more surprising than
these outward changes, is the security of the
people. In provinces where every man from the
prince to the peasant, a hundred years ago, went
. armed, he would look round in vain for a match-
lock or a sword. He would find the multitudinous
native States of India, which he remembered in
jéalous isolation broken only by merciless wars,
now trading quietly with each other, bound
together with railways and roads, by post and the
telegraph, He would find, moreover, much that
was new as well as much that was changed. He
would see the country dotted with imposing edifices
in a strange foreign architecture, of which he could
not guess theuse. He would ask what wealthy
prince had reared for himself that spacious palace ?
He would be answered that the building was no
pleasure-house for the rich, but a hospital for the
poor. He would enquire, in honour of what new
deity is this splendid shrine? He would be told
that it was no new temple to the gods, but a school

for the people. Instead of bristling fortresses, he
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would see courts of justice, in place of a Mahome-
dan general in charge of each district, he would

. find an English Magistrate ; instead of swarming

soldiery, he would discover a police.- He would
also see great bodies of traders and husbandmen
living in a security and comfort unknown in the
palmiest days of the Mughals... ... "
The President of the Great American Re-
Opinion of Mr. w 1, PUblicis elected by the American
{?’;‘e}g::f;gi'td&‘i‘m“?i people. How this.distinguished,
:{(::t’hi:e.l"dia and elected statt'%sm‘an is esteemed by
the wholg civilised world can be
judged from the royal reception which all the
great Powers of Europe are now-a-days according
to the present President, Dr. Wilson. His pre-
decessor in office—Mr. Taft—in his speech at an
American Club expressed his opinion in the year
1914, about Great Britain's work in India and
elsewhere. He said that his experience in the
Philippines forced him to study the British colo-
nial system, and the marvellous accomplishment
of the Imperial Government in spreading civiiisa-
tion over the world and promoting the happiness
of 400,000,000 people. But for English enter-
prise, English courage, English sense of responsi--
bility in governing other races, human civilisation,
would have been greatly retarded.
“ When 1 think of what England has done
in India for the happiness of those people ; how;

she found those many millions torn by internecine’
N



strife, disrupted with constant wars, unable to
continue agriculture or the arts of peace, with

inferior roads, tyranny and oppression, and when .

I think what the Government of Great Britain is

now doing for these alien races, the debt the

world owes England ought to be acknowledged
in no grudging manner............. "

. * To-day impartial historians must look at the
British Empire from the standpoint of benevolent
useful, elevating government. It must be regardz
ed from the point of view of benefit to the hu-
man race. No one can encircle the giobe, no
one live in the orient, no one go into the tropics,
withouF seeing the standard of England floating
over the soil of the Empire, and without having
it brought home to him what a factor in the
progress of mankind she has been .. ......... v

No nation except Great Britain, he said, had
such self—goveming dominions of peoplé tied to
her empire with bonds of loyalty and affection
which seemed to grow as the actual control of
the mother country diminished and lightened.

CHAPTER V.

THE GREATEST BLESSINGS OF THE BRITISH
RULE—EDUCATION OF THE PUBLIC.

Of all the steps taken by the British Govern-
fhe State for the ment for the benefit of the

. first time undertakes . . .
' the education of the Indians, the policy which jt

e .. .
public adopted of giving public instruc-

tion, as a State duty, to all its subjects, s ne

greatest advantage which it has conferred on '’

i

our country. None of the preceding Governments {

of India ever undertook or attempted the - task

" of educating the whole Indian people, rich and

puor, of whatever race, caste or creed. It wasy
the British Governmént which for the first time!
recognised the education of all classes as the'
most important duty of the State, and undertook |
to teach Indians the English language, with the’
view of rendering Western arts and sciences acces-
sible to them, so that the Indians should not lag
behind other advanced nations of the world. In
the course of 30 years (between the years 1857
and 1887) five universities were established at
Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, Lahore and Allaha-
bad ; and schools and colleges were opened in
all the important villages and towns. In ancient
times education was confined only to certain
privileged castes. The depressed classes or the
untouchables were absolutely debarred from all
sorts of education. The blessing of knowledge
was denied to them. This invidious distinction
is yenerally observed even to this day, and in
private schools the managers still object to the
admission of low caste children in their schools,
and usually do not admit them.
It was reserved for the British Government
System of popular L0 ignore all racial and social
education distinctions, and to’ open the
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doors of public schools to the boys and girls
of all classes of the Indian people irres-
pective of their race, caste or creed. Many fresh
instances of ungenerous treatment of the low

born children may be quoted, Only recently’

a District Board announced that no person of
the low caste was allowed to'stop at such and such
Dik Bungalow, and similarly a boy was turned
out of a school by the order of the President of
the District Board, simply because he was an
outcaste. The English Magistrate, however,
ovem:uled both these decisions,

The original inhabitants of India, or the
i e G0 proper (the aborigines)
e ucatio o were either made slaves
) by the early Aryan invaders,
or were turned out by those invaders to the hills
and forests, were suffered to remain absolutely
ignorant and illiterate for thousands of years.
The British Government realised this sad state
ot affairs, and has been steadily trying to extend
the benefit of education to these fallen Indians
for their moral and social regeneration and im-
provement. The aborigines, low castes and out-
castes residing in the British territory number
more tha}l 45 millions (45,721,924). The British
Government has sought, as far as practicable,
to educate these people. But the aboriginal tribes
of India have so long been accustomed to hill
~ and forest life, that any approach to civilised life
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is now repugnant to them, and they now naturally

abhor the neighbourhood of well populated areas.

The low castes or the untouchables in the same

manner have been so much used to a life of

thraldom for thousands of years that that they

have lost all consciousness of self-realisation and -
personal rights, and they do not consider them-

selves as deserving of any education or advance-

ment. They do not, moreover, live in large
numbers at any one particular place, to facilitate
special arrangement for their special education,
but are thinly dispersed in all parts of the country.
The greatest difficulty which militates against
providing educational facilities for these classes
is that the various tribes of all these aboriginal
and depressed classes speak different languages,
and that they have no written language of their
own, and it is not, therefore, practicable to impart
instruction to them through the medium of their
mother-tongue.

Then again the number of the members of
each tribe is very limited, and it is not, therefore,
worth one's while to acquire a knowledge of all
these diverse dialects, to classify them and frame
independent grammatical rules for each of these
dialects. It has, therefore, been considered advis-
able to instruct them through the medium of the
local languages of their neighbourhood, and efforts
are at the same timé being made to reduce all
the tribal dialects to writing in Roman Characters,
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i};ecial .schools have now been opened in all
and%rgg;gscsejdfglra:l;:seduIcation of the aboriginal
. ronsideration of thei
n'atural shyness and re ril ion o i -
zxons, intelligent individsalLSl22vérol?:ee§” ;2]2::’:(;
- r .
tr:;zec??;)zgrsieth?nu, and s_pecially educated and
Abundant .specizls teiChe"S lf’ e shecial schools
Crovden fo.pect Chf;lzrolarrshlps and stipends are
who are also exempt frznmd;;endmg tlf]ese o
L A‘ ynlftnt 0 .tuition fees.
for the IoP\:v casteiicillz]r?s,b tzlljc? d:febee'n P
:ame time trained for some tradeyord;::o::ssitclr)]rza
h(;j(x;‘dbée ;hsr{]rlt‘o’ 1.11(.iependently earn their liveli-
ood. thp. cial Training Schools.exist for the train-
ing of their teathers and a Special Inspecting staff
is a.ppomted for the supervision and inspection of
their schools.  Notwithstanding all the obstacle
anFi difficulties referred to above, the total of th:
Fhlldren of aboriginal and depressed classes attend-
S]g the special schools now approaches seven hun-
i;efi t’}I}lQ]usar;]d ’(6:8?,244), anc'i is steadily increas.
g us the original inhabitants of the countr
the low. castes and the out-castes, that were sunk .
brutal ignorance for thousands of yea;-s are .
for the ﬁrst time being disenthralled fromntcl,lw
bondage in which they hitherto stood and .
now free to avail themselves of the means of iar;;e

proving th . .
P g themselves industrially and education-
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Soon after the mutiny, when the administra-
tion of India was undertaken by
Educational statistics ..
ot the carty stage of the British Government, all the
itish vule. . . .
British rute public and private educational

institutions numbered about 51 thousand (50,998),

of which 13 were colleges. The total number
of scholars under instruction in all the Public
and Private institutions aggregated about nine
hundred thousand (912,373”)? Previous to the
year 1858, India was governed by the East
India Company, which was a body of traders,
the principal object of which was to establish
and improve trade relations between England
and India. They, too, however, realised their
extraordinary responsibilities, and in their own

interest devoted both their attention and money:

to improve the state of affairs in this country.

But the Indians came under the direct con*rol )
of the Crown in 1858, and it is from this date |
that the work of the British Government pro-
perly commences. The total annual amount
spent on education in the early days of the British

rule previous to the year 1887 could not be as-

* certained. The amount spent in 1887 aggregated

25 millions of rupees (one rupee = two shillings)
.of which the expenses incurred by the Govern-
ment amounted to Rs. 1,34,00,000, the balance
representing income from tuition fees and private

donations.
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Compared to the above figures, the educa-
Receat statistice. tional institutions in India num-
bered two hundred thousand on

371st March 1918, having eight million scholars

. under instruction. This number of institutions

and scholars is double the corresponding numbers
ten years ago. Separate departments of public
instruction exist in each province, under which
an efficient inspectimg staff watches and supervises
the work of education carried on in all parts of
the country. To secure efficiency of educational
work, a number of Training Colleges and Normal
School has been established in every province,
and their number is annually increasing—for the
purpose of training teachers. Female education
‘has received much greater attention than ever
before. 'T'he recent figures quoted above include

33,770 girl schools and 1,264,189 girl pupils under -

instruction. .
Medical Colleges and schools have been turn-
Professional education. lng out phySiCians’ Surg.eons’ an‘d
nurses, who are serving their
country, and affording relief to the millions of their
suffering countrymen.  Excellent Engineering
Colleges “exist in Bengal, Madras, Bombay, and
the well-known Engineering College at Roorki
in these provinces can stand comparison with the
best Engineering Colleges in England.
besides the Colleges many Engineerin
dispersed all over the country. Big rai

There are
g Schools
lway work-
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sl;ops exist in large towns where ix'mum.erable
Indians receive training in wood and iron works,
and are fitted to earn their livelihood. The-well
known Agricultural College at Pusa ‘(Bengal),
Poona (Bombay) and Madras have proved
immensely beneficial to the country. Many 9ther
agricultural schools have already been. establixshed
in each province and their number is gradually
increasing. Law has proved the favoured pro-
fession, and the increase in the number of persons
preparing themselves for the profession _Of law
is simply surprising. Capable and experienced
pleaders and advocates have proved a great h.elp
to the Government in the administration of justice.
Schools have been opened in different parts of
India to train Indians in mechanics, electricity,
carpentry, weaving, mining, .tannmg anfl other
cognate industries, while for higher technical and
industrial education and training the Govemmt.ent
awards liberal State Scholarships to suitable Indla:n
candidates to enable them to qualify themselves in
foreign advanced countries. An Independent
Industrial department has now been created to
facilitate industrial progress. The department
will be controlled by the In'dxan.s thiamselves, ar}d
substantial progress in this direction is expected in
uture.
the nlgirrifng the year ending 3ist March 1918,
twelve crores (120 millions oi:’ rupees) were spent
on education ; of this expenditure 65 millions was.
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incurred by the Government, and the larger
portion of the balance was realised from tuition
fees and the remaining sum represented private
contributions. The statement given below re-
.presents the number of the various educational
institutions and of the scholars under instruction.
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Thus according td the above statements, during
the year ending 31st March 1918, there were
altogether 201 colleges, 11,434 secondary schools,
147,875 primary schools and 37,409 private
madrasas or maktabs or 196,919 institutions
in all, in which 7,948,068 scholars were under
instruction.  In view of the efficiency and disci-
pline found in Government and aided schools, the
number of private institutions is gradually declin-
ing, while the number of institutions managed
or aided by the Government is steadily increasi—ng,
and consequently the expenditure incurred on
education by the Government is annually going
up
During the past five years the annual average
Number of successiul of successful candidates for .
students in the varions examinations in the various
nages: stages of instruction throughout
the country was as follows :— '

In the Matriculation Examination the annual
average of successful candidates was 13,252, in
the Intermediate Examination the average was

5,531, in B.A. 3,529,in B.Sc. 406, in M.A. 496,
and in M.Sc. 83.

From 1892 to 1917—a period of 26 years—
57,269 graduated in Arts, Sciences, Medicine
and Engineering. The uwumber of graduates
turned out by the Indian University in the year
1912 alone amounted to 1,004, while the corre-
sponding number of graduates of the year 1917
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rose to 5,234. These comparative figures are a
clear indication of the progress that is being
made in India in all the branches of liberal educa-
tion. Inthe course of the same 26 years, besides
the number of graduates shown above, 5,744
secured the degrees of M.A., 15 that of the
D.Sc., 12 of the M.O.L. and 29 of M.D., and no
less than 21,262 passed the LL.B. Examination
and prepared themselves for law. The number
of graduates who passed the LL.B. Examina-
tion in the year 1917 alone was 2,003.
Keeping in view the immensity of the Indian
Difficulties ~peculiar QOpulation, the rate of educa-
;?Em:ﬁc;: the way tional progress has so far been
o the last Censundoubtedly slow, and according
) Jast us the percentage of literate
pOQulat}OH in India was indeed very low, viz, 59,
Whl?h 1S tosay that 95 per cent were illiterate.
Indian patriots are used to compare this poor
percentage of literacy with the corresponding
percentage of European countries and that of
Japan, and then to deplore the Educational back-
wardness of India. All are agreed with them
that there is yet very much to be done here to
promote education in this country in order to
approach the standard of literacy in other ad-
vanced countries. But in comparing the Indian
percentage to that of other advanced nations, we
should keep in mind not only its vast area and
population, but should also have in view the
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unusual difficultie$ pecufiar to India which have
militated against the .rapid promulgation of
education in this country. o _
The greatest obstacle to the progress of
(1) Difierence  of education in this country is the
languages. difference of languages. If like
other countries, innumerable heterogeneous langu-
ages were not spoken in this country, and instruc-
tion had to be imparted only in one language,
progress would have naturally been rapid, as in
that case a very large number of trained teachers
should have easily been available and many more
schools opened in every part of the country ;
but diversity of languages stands in the way.

The diversity of languages would not have
on(eﬂ)l::;’s;;espg:ki]"ft mattered so much, had .the
ive at the same place.  speakers of one language lived
in the same place. But this isnotso. Those who
speak the same language are dispersed all over
India, speakers of the same language cannot,
therefore, receive instruction in one and the same
school, nor can one teacher usually teach different
languages to the children speaking different

languages, as linguists are not ordinarily available.

Then again the question of the variety of

, communal needs and require-
;D Communal  ments comes in. The sort of
education which suits one-com-

munity is considered unsuitable to the other. . The
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Mahomedans did not avail themselves of the
Government public schools for along time simply
because they considered the purely secular educa-
tion provided in Government institutions as inade-
quate to meet their requirements, notwithstand-
ing all the special facilities and encouragements
provided for them, they kept aloof from public
* schools. Special obstacles, moreover, to the
education of the aborigines, low castes and out-
castes, which constitute a substantial portion of
the population, exist as referred to before, and
the Government has not so far been successful
in entirely overcoming these obstacles due to
caste system.
It is impossible to successfully carry out any
edycational programme on a
(o) Antipalsy W' large scale in India, so long as

the female folk are absolutely -

illiterate and ignorant. In other advanced coun-
tries boys and girls receive their education alike
in public schools, while in India female educa-
tion is as yetonly in the inceptive stage. It is
therefore obvious that, provided other environ-
ments were the same, the percentage of scholars
under instruction in India in the absence of
female education should be only half of that
obtaining in any other civilised country, because
half of the Indian population has absolutely no
concern with education whatsoever.

67

In England go per cent of the people live

(5) Ninety per cent of i1 Citi€s, the population of which

the population isrural, exceeds ten thousand. Of these
and lives on agriculture,

. 25 per cent live in larger cities
and towns having a population of more than
250,000.  Agriculture is only one of the
seven or eight industries which provide ample
means of subsistence to the English people, and
there the collective income of the people derived
from agriculture is comparatively very small.
The condition of affairs is just the reverse in India,
where. 9o per cent of the population is rural which
mostly lives on agriculture, and only 10 per cent
live in towns, the population of which is 5,000 or
above. There are very few cities in India, where
you will not find even ten towns with a population: -
of two hundred thousand. It isa well-known !
truth that in no part of the world, the agricul-
tural classes have ever appreciated or acknow- |
ledged the advantages of literacy. Since literacy |’
has no direct bearing on their profession, and |
the knowledge of 3 R’s does not in any way
immediately help them in their daily task, the
agriculturists have altogether ignored” education
in our country. Under the circumstances it is
not an easv thing to accelerate the progress
of Education amongst the agricultural classes,
which form the bulk of the population. In.
other civilised countries the majority of the
population lives in towns, and all urban pursuits.
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require - some form of prévious intellectual
training and development, which naturally
leads to a demand for education, and wherever
real demand exists, provision has to be made
somehow for the education of the people there.
QObviously such is not the case in India
where go per cent constitutes the rural population
devoted to agriculture, for which education has no
attraction—nay—they look upon it as something
uninteresting and in no way helpful to them in
, the performance of their daily work. It conse-
quent]y requires extraordinary pursuasive efforts
f' to invite their attention to the need of popular
. education.
Keeping in mind this peculiarity of Indian
‘ population, it would be only fair
Lo ucation o W to compare the progress of
that of other civilised educat.ion in other civilised
countries to that of the urban
population of India, and it will then be found that
educational progress amongst the urban people
of India does not compare very unfavourably
with the average obtaining in other countries.
The percentage of scholars receiving secondary
education in India, for instance, which
is mostly shared by the urban population is not
so low. The average of scholars attending
secondary schools per ten thousand population in
Germany is 98, in England it is 62, in France 32,
in Japan 35 and in India 48, Bengal is
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inhabited by persons mostly belonging to the
same nationality and speaking the same language.
Consequently the rate of educational progress
there has been comparatively more rapid.
Collegiate Education in Bengal, therefore, com-
pares favourably with that of other advanced
countries. The percentage of University Edu.
cation per ten thousand in Germany was §, in
England 7, in France 10, in Japan 7, in Italy 6,
and in Bengal 5. If female education, to which
the bulk of the Indian population is apathetic, be
ignored in this calculation, then the percentage
of Bengal goes up to 9, which is better than the
average obtaining in several other advanced
countries,

It will thus be seen that the lack of any -
Recapitulation.  written language amongst the
aborigines and the depressed classes, unpopularity
of female education, difference of languages, variety
of educational requirements of the different
Indian nationalities, caste prejudices, the vast
majority of the rural and agricultural population,
the living together of peoples speaking different
languages, and the fact that people speaking
the same language are dispersed all over the
country, all have combined to retard the progress
of education in India and are still retarding it.
The chief thing which ought to be noticed is
whether progress of Education in India has of
late been more rapid or not. No one can deny th
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well-known fact that by the persistent efforts on
the part of the administration, education is mak-
ing headway in all stages. The number of
institutions and that of scholars under instruction
have been steadily increasing. The system of
higher education is being reformed, and new
residential universites are springing up in large
towns. Such universities have already been
founded at Benares, Patna, Dacca and Aligarh,
and proposals of establishing similar universities
at Rangoon, Nagpur, Lucknow and Agra are
under the consideration of the Government.
As has already been shown, the almost
Difficaltics concern.  inSUrmountable difficulty pecu-
ing the medium of liar to India, in the way of
nstruction, . . : H .
imparting Instruction is the
question of the vernaculars of the country.” Itis
admitted by all that rapid educational progress is
not practicable unless instruction is imparted
through the medium of our own vernacular.
The demand is quite reasonable, but we must
not underrate the difficulties of the administra-
tion in meeting this pressing demand. The
question, however, naturally arises through the
medium of which Indian vernacular, the Western
arts and sciences are to be taught to the Indians?
Every langu.age claims the capacity of possessing
a le?.rned. ll.terature, and even if this claim is
admitted, it is necessary that all languages should
have a sufficient number of suitable text-books for
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all stages of instruction. In advanced countries
the work of writing and compiling new text-books
is so actively pursued that even if only transla-

tions of the new publications be undertaken in \
~one orall the vernacularsto serveour purpose, better

sets of new books will have arrived before the
translation of the older sets is complete. Suppose
that this difficulty too is overcome, even then
the difficult question of making arrangement for
the education of the mixed population of India is
not so easy to solve.
On the demand of the Indian patriots the
Practical dificulties GoOvernment has lately permit-
of the ~yermacwlar ted instruction henceforward to
now permitted. be given through the medium
of the boy’s vernacular up toclass VIII. Mathe-
matics, History and Geography, Chemistry and
Physics, and all subjects other than the English
text-books, are accordingly now taught through
Indian vernaculars up to the Middle Standard.
But the drawbacks of this new system and the
educational loss to which students are now
liable, are known only to those who actually
do the teaching work. Boys speaking and
using Bengali, Hindi and Urdu are generally
found in every school in this part of the

country. The three languages are entirely dis-

tinct from one another and have nothing in
common both in verbal expression and in their
written characters. Each student is now required
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to keep a written record of his daily work in all
the subjects in his own vernacular. The teacher
has to teach every subject through the medium
of the boy’s own vernacular, with the help of * the
Black Board” and has to write on the board a sum-
mary of the daily lesson which the boys are re-
quired to copy in their own copy-books in his own
vernacular of course—and ordinarily there is only
one teacher in each school for each subject. This
teacher is expected to be equally familiar with
Urdu, Hindi and Bengali, so as to be able to teach
efficiently his Hindi-, Urdu-, and Bengali-knowing
pupils in their respective languages at one and the
same time,.and to personally éxamine, value and

marktheir answer-books in three differentlanguages,

Even ignoring Bengali-, Urdu-, and Hindi-know-
ing boys are found in every schoolalmost in equal
numbers. Although every teacher is encouraged to
learn and qualify himselfin both these vernaculars,
actual experience shows that one teacher can effi-
ciently teach through the medium of only one
vernacular which is his own. Under the ‘circum-
stances all the boys cannot be equally benefited
by one teacher, and one set of students in each
class must suffer. The only solution of this diffi-
culty is that either students knowing the same
language should be admitted in one school or more
than one teacher, knowing the various languages
of all the school boys, should be appointed to teach
the same subject to the same class in the ‘same
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period of time. Neither of these alternatives is
practicable for the present and the difficulty must
stand.
Notwithstanding all the obstacles refeired
Literary upheavalof  t0 above, progress of education
the country. Ihe  hag becn steady in all directions,

Press and the growing
literature. and yearly the ranks of the edu-

cated are swollen by hundreds of thousands and the
result has been a revival of letters such as the
world has never seen. On 31st March 1818, the
Serampur missionaries issued the first newspaper.
ever printed in a native language of India, which
usually dealt with religious topics.

Printing presses numbered 3,237 in 1916, but
in face of all the difficulties and obstacles created
by the great recent European war, the number of
printing presses has increased by 500 during the
past five years while the number of vernacular
journals now approaches one thousand, besides
which magazinesand periodicals number no less
than 2,927. In ancient times news could be trans-
mitted only by means of messengers or letters, but
now everything that happens in the remotest corner
of the world may be learnt daily by means of
newspapers. Some years before; newspapers
were published only from Bombay, Madras and
Calcutta, but they are now issuel from almost all
important towns. '

In the year 1917, 1,541 new books written in
English and other .Europzan languages, and
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10,658 written in Indian vernaculars were pub-
lished in India, besides a vast importation of
literature from England. Educational societies

now number 1,195 in Madras alone, where there -

are 764 Reading Rooms having 33,000 members.
Bombay has 227 libraries. The Indian intellect
is thus marching in many directions rejoicing in
its new strength.

Restrictions formerly imposed on the Press
have now been removed, and the liberty which the
Indian Press now enjoys could not even be con-
ceived in any former rule. The press now has
perfect liberty of criticising the policy and actions
of the Government, and even the most ordinary
scribbler may, with impunity, lampoon the heads of
provinces and even the Governor-General himself.
The publication of seditious writings alone is
prohibited by laws and this prohibition applies
equally to the native papers and to those owned
or edited by Englishmen. Every Indian can now
give free ventilation to his views in the Legis-
lative Councils, in public and communal meetings
and can make his opinions known in all parts
of the world through the agency of newspapers.

" This is a concession and a privilege which none
ever dreamed in India before the British rule.

The most prominent among all the advantages

The unifying power which have accrued to India

of ‘;!:e English laa-  during the British rule, is that the
gu

- . English language Has proved a
- o) .L...I-—«-A-—.___..__,‘__ e
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great unifying force. Notw1thstandmg all the differ-
‘ences and diversities existing amongst the Indian

.people, the English language and what it stands for =
_is the most powerful force acting to-day in India
in the direction of national unity. An Indian who

knows the English language and is able to speak
this language can travel most conveniently from the
Himalayas to Ceylon and from Burma to Guzerat
and can pass through all important towns and
villages without experiencing difficulty owing to
the prevailing difference of languages. One of
the novel features of modern Indian life is the
frequent holding of Pan-Indian congresses for the
discussion of political, social, industrial, religious
and other subjects. These assemblies which bring
together the most prominent men from all parts of

India could not be held if India were without roads, .

railways, post and telegraph, as was the case
in pre British days. Supposing, however, that such
gatherings were possible, even in the absence of
the present means of communication and transport,
it would have been simply impossible to secure
the object of such meetings, were it not for the

common basis provided by the English language,

which is gradually becoming the lingna franca
of India. It is entirely due to the English
language that the Buddhists of Burma, the Fire-
worshippers of Bombay, the Babus of Bengal,
the Brahmins of Madras, the Shikhs of the
Punjab, the Mahrattas of Poona, the Pathans

1
.
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and Rajputs of the Northern India, and the"

z;in;xrll (;r;d Telegu-speaking people of the South-
e artcz}n now freely exchange views and
p]atfofm 11(11 all discussions on one and the same
pla Sen,t'an fully make known their thoughts
| throust tx;lnents to the Government. It is
‘ Woukh af medlun.l of English language th
N ;he Ir Z .and sciences have been accessible
NS mnu:insbzhke,‘tl;at the peoples of India
: ) er informed e

ing for personal and national li,b:?y tlila;sd c;:;?rz-

loped b adi
y reading the account
' s of other
and free nations, " advanced

at

5=

The English not only taught us Western
i e Engins Zmences through their language,
Z‘;?;i’ra:izf,:‘ e oo ut h.ave also taught us the
, . ilimostl.lmpor;antf lesson of na-
onality and freed
beforg our Indian National Congresznc]z;meE i\;letn
l})jmg, English civilians of the type of Mr. A, O0
g ugle, C.B'., who 15 rightly known as the fathen.
e Indian National Congress, upheld the
cause of India and of the Indians, and im.
press?d on the Government the necessity o.f
E_n%hshmen’s .friendly behaviour and intimac
:‘i’::le t;f:; Indians, and .pointed out fer the first
e persons who paid frequent visits to the
British officers were not the real representativ
of the people, and that the educated classes he<si
greater hold upon the people and it is the latze'r
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class which should necessarily he consulted on
allimportant occasions. [t is Englishmen them-
selves who by means of their writings created in
us a craving for personal and national freedom,
liberty of the Press, liberty of holding public
meetings, right of appointment to the highest Civil
and Military offices in order to share equally with the
Englishmen the responsibilities of administration,
the institution of democracy in place of beaurocracy,
the repeal of the Arms Act, development of the
Indian industries, curtailment of the expenditure
on the Army, Self-government and Home riile,
and various other concessions and privileges. I
can, without fear of contradiction, declare that
even the extremist class of our countrymen can
scarcely bring forward any new political demand
which has not been referred to or discussed in
the writings of liberal-minded Englishmen such
as Messrs. Hume, Cotton and others, published
before the inauguration of the Indian Congress.
Below are quoted extracts from the opinions of
Testimony of two WO representative Americans—
;)ﬂ;gfr;;“'l;r’,'t‘l':‘f inres Dr. Franklin Jeffreys and Dr.
tional policy in India. ]ones—who had actual know- .
ledge of conditions in India (published in the
year 1907 and 1908 respectively) :—
(1) * The British in India have done a’splen-
did work along many lines in raising the people
to a higher standard of civilisation. They have
fostered and developed a thorough educational
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system that has worked powerful changes in the
thought condition of the people. More than three
millions of the Indians are to-day able to speak
)ythe language. Perhaps the two greatest blessings
/ brought to India have been the strong Central
Government and the growing spirit of nationalism,
In the history of man nothing in the way of.
alien rule has been so vast in its magnitude or
so difficult in the carrying out as the attempt
of our English cousins 'in India, and their
splendid success challenges our highest admira-
tion. In all India there is but a handful of
English to rule, and they have been training a

" complex people, made up of 43 different races -

and nationalities, divided into 2,378 main castes,
more or less antagonistic each to the other, and
holding a number of distinct religions. These are
the people they havz been fitting for self-rule.”
(2) *“ The British Government in India has
“carried forward the whole people with it in a
mighty current of progress. It has educated
millions, it has breathed within them the spirit of
unrest ; it has made them capable of much
. greater things than their ancestors ever dreamed ;
in brief, it has brought to them the first dawning
sense of national existence and the desire for
independence and power. And it has been
quieting the spirit which it has thus roused by
adding more and more to their privileges and
powers. [£s lothe everlasting credit of Great
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Brzt;u.n. that she "mzm’e ke present agitation o
Possibility. Imagine such movement as thjg

Before concluding this chapter it must be

s f,lf;ca';ﬁ:p ey pointed out that the striking
ment, - otaladvance:  variance in the educational ang

communities themselves,
of education found amo
literate almost cent per ce
that the Governmen: h
bringing means of edycat
of the Indian people,

The very high standard
ng the Parsis, who are
nt, proves beyond doubt
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CHAPTER VI.
IMPROVED MEANS OF TRANSPORT.

(1) Tue Roabn.

The progress and prosperity of every country
chiefly depend upon the preservation of its inter-
nal peace as well as on the facilities of transit
and transport. If there is no peace in the_: country,
and life and property are insecure, f)bVlOUSl)’ t.he
people there cannot have opportunities 9f any in-

| tellectual or material progress Then again suppos-
Z | ing the country enjoys peace, but. does not possess
; ‘,easy means of transit, trade and industries cannot
{_ \flourish, which alone lead to prosperity.

It is not generally realised what wonderful
_ How difficut it was  PrOZress has been made in India
struction of roads and of railways which constitute
the easy means of transit and transport. Shortly
after Lord Roberts came to India in 1852, he
was directed to proceed from Calcutta to Peshawar,
a distance of about 1,500 miles. The journey
now takes about 60 hours, in 1852 it occupied
three months. Lord Roberts travelled from
‘Calcutta to Benares by river. This part of
the journey took about a month. He then
proceeded from Benares to Meerutin a horse-cart.
Horses had to be changed constantly. The Grand
Trunk Road which now stretches from Calcutta
to Peshawar at. that time did not go beyond

{otravel oyearsago? in the Jast 70 years in the con- -
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Meerut. From Meerut it was necessary, therefore;:
to travel in a palanquin or dandy. Now the
traveller, if he wishes to go by rvad, can motor
direct, in less than 30 hours, from Calcutta to
Peshawar by one of the finest roads in the world.
Most people, however, in making this journey
prefer to go by train. Whichever method is-
chosen, the difference in time taken is remarkable,
From the Single Example quoted above, we can
easily judge to what trouble and inconvenience:
the travellers were liable in those days, and how
expensive travelling must have been under such
circumstances. Then this example refers to the
case of a Government officer of high rank and
position, and we can infer to what extra troubles
ordifary travellers must have been exposed. No
good roads similar to the metalled roads of the
present day existed in India before 1840. The
custom was to plant trees on each side of a track
to mark the route and provide shade. The rivers
were not bridged, and so during the rains, except
where it was possible to proceed by river, trade:

was stopped and it was very difficult to move:

about the country. During the census of 1901, 1
had to make a continuous tour in the Gwalior
territory as a Superintending Officer appointed
by the Government. This territory is situated in
what ‘is known as the Malwa region. 1 found
that in the. rainy season, with the exception of a
horse or an elephant, no other conveyance was



82

serviceable, as in the absence of roads and bridges,
bullock-carts and horse-carts cannot be used par-
ticularly because the soil is made up of soft sticky
clay. The cart wheel once stuck in the wet soil
cannot move one way or the other, and all traffic
consequently stops for four or five months. Con-
ditions are, however, changing, and now in British
India alone there are at least 37,000 miles of good
metalled roads. If ordinary second and third
class roads be also reckoned the total length of
roads exceeds 130,000 miles, the annual expendi-
ture for the up-keep of which amounts to twenty
million rupees. The extension of railways neces-
sitates the construction of more and more roads
in order to facilitate access to the new Railway
Stations, and the whole country is now covered
with a supplementary network of roads carrying
on the good work which is being done by the
railways. .
Roads have not only facilitated trade, but
. Roads facilitate trade 112V proved effective means of
and intercourse amongst  freqpent intercourse amongst
the people and hglp in L : .
the defence of India. peoples living in the distant
parts of the country, promoting. unity, fellow-feel-
ings and improved friendly relations. Good roads,
moreover, furnish the means of quicker movements
of troops and supplies and, therefore, render the
task of the preservation of peace and of the
defence of India much easier. If.one travels
among the hills and mountains of India, one is

i olden days.
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enormously struck at the skill shown by the British
Engineers in surmounting difficulties of road-
making. Hundreds of years from now, when all
.current events are forgotten, the roads, tunnels
and bridges erected by the British Engineers will
remain as a monument to their patience, their
industry and their practical gifts.

(2) THE RaiLwavys.

The most striking of England’s achievements
in India are the railways.

Sixty years ago when there were no railways
Troubles of travelling 10 India, poor men travelled on
foot by day, and rested under
trees by night. The rich rode. on ponies or
were carried in bullock-carts, horse-carts, or in
palanquins (dandy) at the rate of three or four
miles an hour. Travellers were exposed to fatigue,
to the weather, to robbers, to sickness, and some-
times had to lie down and die alone. Much more
time and money was spent even on short journeys.
The routes were unsafe and infested with robbers
and plunderers;, who plundered the travellers
and even murdered them. It was risky and
sometimes fatal to travel alone and so intending
travellers had to wait long till they were able to
form a caravan and to travel in large numbers. -
This state of affairs, however, is now a thing
of the past. Rivers, even like the Ganges and
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Jumna have been bridged, and men can now very;
easily traverse by rail distances of hundreds of
miles in a few hours, perfectly secure and without
incurring any risk. .
. The railways carry food from prosperous
v Faminesmitigated  districts to famine-stricken pro-
and cg'y“:‘:‘;ijm,‘:'g‘f vinces, and convey the surplus
railways. products in different parts of the
country to big trading centres and seaports and
thus enable them to find the best market. We
can now turn over our money ten times as fast
and profitably as when we had not these advant-
ages, to say nothing of the increased security of
transit and transport.

" The railways serving as the means of rapid

. movement of troops, of arms
Railways add to the .. .
military strength of the and ammunition, and of supplies,
country- have greatly added to the mili-
tary strength of our country. Troops can be
easily sent by rail to any part of India, and it is
consequently unnecessary to maintain bodies of
soldiers at great many places to meet emergencies.
There are now many abandoned military canton-
ments in India. -
/By railways the peoples of this great conti-
Intellestual and moral  NN€NL have been drawn together‘
advantage of railways.  The country has been opened
up, knowledge and enlightenment have. been
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to roads and railways. The system of caste is

"being affected to a certain extent by the linking

up of province with province and race with race

by easy means of communication. The opening

up of the land, the facilities that roads and
railways afford to the peoples of the north to get
to know and understand the peoples of the south,
the newborn friendly feeling which comes as the
natural result of constant relations between races,
are all blessings to India due to facilities for travel
which we now enjoy.
We now travel 700 miles instead of 15 miles

Time-and expenses a day and at one-sixth of the
saved. old cost, ordinary passengers
have to pay at an average of one pice (4d.) per
mile. [t has been estimated that the producers,
traders, and passengers of Indiaare benefited to
an amount equal to 1,500 million rupees annually
by reason of cheapness of railway as compared
with old modes of travelling. The sdving of
time again is a considerable pecuniary gain by
itself.

One of the inestimable advantages, which

National gatherings the railways have conferred on
wade possible. India, is that they have made{
national gatherings possible in all parts of India. {
Thousands of educated persons, from every part

of the country, assemble every year at one place

. . P . i
to exchange views and discuss political, social, :
educational, industrial and religious topics. Had

spread. The awakening of India to some sense
of. national feeling and brotherhood is mostly due
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there been no railways, it would not have been

possiblé to hold the grand and imposing annual

meetings of the National Congress and of the other

educational, industrial and social conferences. No

civilised country having the faintest claim to
civilisation can do without railways.
- When the administration of India was trans-
Need of foreign ferred tothe Crown, the need of
capital. railways was felt for the protec-
tion of the country, for maintaining its internal
peace, and for promoting commerce. The con-
struction of  railways, however, required immense
capital. The Indians by themselves are not
accustomed to invest their capitalin any industrial
enterprise on any large scale, as the prevailing
rates of interest here are very high. The Indian
n{oney-lender gives money at rates of interest
‘varying from 12 to 50 per cent. Poor people can
borrow money only at the rate of one anna per
rupee pér month, which comes to 75 per cent
per annum. Obviously the Government could not
afford to borrow money for the construction of
railwdys at such exorbitant rates of interest, and
it was for this reason that the Government had to
look for foreign capital at a cheaper rate.
On enquiry it was found that the German,
London lendsmotey I rench, and the American capi-
atthe cheapestrate.  tolists demanded interest from
5to10 per cent, and London proved to be the
cheapest market in the world for the Indian
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Government whith stood in need of capital.. The
English capitalists were willing to lend millions to

the Government of India at the cheapest rate,
‘viz., 3or 3} per cent per annum. This cheap

offer was, of course, accepted and no -body
can say that India in any way suffered by obtain-
ing loans from England on such easy terms. We
ourselves could not make the railways, nor were
we willing to part with our money at a cheaper
rate of interest, the next best thing, under the
circumstances, was to have them made for us by
the Government with the aid of foreign capital.
For it would not have been wise to wait a century or
two further and to indefinitely postpone all moral,
intellectual and material progress of our country.
Whenever the Government is in need of aloan
Success of g per cent, L0 Meet emergencies or for the

Indiun loan compured  jmnrqvement of the country, it
with the 4 per cent

* English loan. widely advertises the amount and

conditions of the required loan. For instance, the
Government of India recently offered 5 per cent
interest on a loan required during the months of
July and August 1919. As a further concession
to money-lenders, they were required to pay
Rs. 95 in cash but to receive interest on the full
amount of Rs. 100. The time allowed to the
people to contribute to the loan was restricted to
two months. The amount, however, realised by
the Government at the end of the first month was
only 110 million rupees. The same loan was also
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advertised in London papers, but at the reduced
rate of 4 per cent, and within exactly the same
period the English people contributed in cash no
less than 9,000 million rupees.
stance alone is sufficient to demonstrate to what
extent the Indian capitalists shirk from lending
their money, notwithstanding their complete con-
fidence in the Government and the distinctly more
favourable rate of interest.

 There are some people who think that
Hon'ble Mr. Justice borrowing of foreign capital is
Ranade’s view. a loss to the country. In his
“ Essays on Indian Economics” the late Hon'ble
Mr. Justice Ranade writes: *“ A portion of the
amount (sent from India to England) represents
Interest on moneys advanced to or invested in our
country, and so far from complaining, we have
reasons to be thankful that we have a creditor
‘Yvho supplies our needs at such a low rate of
interest.”

In the early days of British rule, the Govern-
ment tried to induce private
English companies to undertake
the construction of Indian railways on their own
account. But when the companies were found
unwilling to risk their capital in a foreign land,
the Government undertook to make good any
loss which the companies might incur in the work

Construction of rail-
ways.

and guaranteed a minimum return of 5 per cent

on their outlay. It was under such assurances on

This recent in
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the part of the Government that the construction

of railways was started. But the Government

was put to great pecuniary loss as a consequence
of its self-imposed guarantees which had to be
given up later on, when the Government itself
took into its own hands the construction of rail-
ways. In the meantime Government's know-
ledge of the country had considerably increased
and the science of engineering had greatly
advanced, with the result that the railway works
began to pay since the year 1900.

The first railway, 20 miles in length, was.

) opened in 1853 between Bom-

Railway statistics,
gradually been made till-in the year 1917 up-
wards of 36,286 miles were open at a cost of
Rs. 5,44,67,46,000 (5,446 millions). During the
year 1917-18 the  total income from railways
amounted to Rs. 68,76,00,000 and deducting
Rs. 3214 crores on account of the expenditure
incurred, the net income to the Government under
this head exceeded 36 crores or 360 millions.
The railways are extended every year, and so
the income from this head is gradually increasing.
In the course of the year 1916-17 when the great
European war was in progress, 3 crores (30 mil-
lions) were allotted for railway extension, while in
the budget estimates for the year 1919-20, Rs. 2614
crores (265 millions) have been sanctioned for the
extension and improvement of the railways,

bay and Thana. Additions have;

"
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These figures throw light upon the growing
advantages accruing to India from this source of
our material progress. The income from railways
is the largest of all other items of receipts. For
the year quoted above, it has exceeded the income
from all sub-heads of the land revenue by 4 crores
(40 millions). The whole of this income is applied
on the various improvements of our country.

No better employment can be found for

The best uwse of the foreign capital in this country
foreign <apital is the  than in the construction of rail-
ways. ways. Wherever they have tra-
versed, their power to increase the efficiency of

“land, labour, and capital to produce wealth has
been marvellous. Railways are wings of com-
merce, by the aid of which it reaches the most
distant lands, scattering wealth and activity in its
track. A generation ago, the peasants of our
United Provinces could hardly even dream that
the moon; grass growing on the boundary ridges
of their fields would be paid for in bright silver,
taken hundreds of miles away to Bally near
Calcutta and there made into paper.

In the year 1916-r7, the railways carried
486,030,900 passengers, an d
transported 2,414,776,000
maunds of goods. The rates charged for passen-
gers on Indian railways are as low as one pice
(td.) per mile, and under one half penny per ton (28
maunds) per mile for goods.

Uses of the railways.

ot

*  According to*the census of 1911, 9 years -
he railways gave direct

Railways provide ago, ¢ ays g

employment for In- employment of all grades to

dians. 900,000 persons, of which more

than 850,000 were Indians. Innumerable

‘Indian contractors and thousands of their

workmen and coolies earn their livelihood from
railways. The Indian coolies working at the rail-
way stations now earn from eight annas to Rs 3
per day, and all these persons are beside the
number of railway employés quoted above. The
railways have been greatly extended during the
past 9 years, and obviously the number of persons
supported by the railways must have considerably
increased by now.

The Indian railways are not always construct-
Railways are  not ed to yield profit, sometimes
always constructed for  they run through thinly peopled

trading purposes. .
tracts simply to protect them

against famine, such railways do not pay; but

- they are invaluable in droughts. India is a vast

country and drought, therefore, almost always
occur in some part or other. The railways carry
food from prosperous areas to famine-stricken dis-
tricts to save the people there from starvation,
Formerly grain and supplies were transported by
pack oxen, ponies, donkeys and bullock-carts,
but by this means it took a very long time to
carry supplies to the famine-stricken areas, and
then they could be taken only in a small quantity.
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But the greatest obstacle in those days was that
the bullocks, donkeys and ponies required grass
and fodder which was not available in the famine
region, and this fact discouraged the use of pack
animals for this purpose. All these difficulties
‘have now been surmounted by the railways.
There is yet another class of railways con-
Complaint  against  Structed in the northern hilly
the export of grain. regions, and used for defensive
purposes against an invasion. These are costly
but do not'pay. But they are helping to civilise
the wild tribes through whose country they pass.
Many of my countrymen grumble that the facility
of transport due to railways has led to the
export of Indian grain to other countries. Had
all the produce of the country, they say, remain-
ed in the country, the troubles of famines and
drought could have been avoided. The fact is
that during famine time grain is #of exported
from India, because the owner can sell it in his
own country at higher rates which are expected
from a foreign customer. Grain is exported only
when the harvests are plentiful, and this is done
by owners to secure larger profits by the sale.
If they were not induced by personal gain, they
would never have taken the trouble of sending
their grain to distant lands. The owners are
evidently under no pressure to export the produce
of their land. They do so voluntarily, actuated
by self-interest. It is extremely selfish on our
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part that owing to our unjustifiable desire to pur-
chase grain cheaper, we should dislike the export-
ing owners, or their foreign customers or the
railways. Every servant desires an increase 'in
his monthly salary, and every landowner is, in
the same way, naturally anxious to secure the
highest prices for the produce of his land. He
will surely send his produce to the most favour-
able market. He has a right to profit himself
as much as practicable by the out-turn of his
labour. Then again the same railways also bring
to us, for our use, our requirements from other
countries, and supply us commodities at rates
cheaper than obtained locally. B

If export of grain to foreign countries is

altogether stopped, the motive
pof;;"“if.’;‘,‘;?;‘ o i~ to produce more grain than is
prove the grain sitia~  ctually required to satisfy local
demand would disappear. No

cultivator is likely to be pursuaded to purchase more
seed grain at an extra cost to himself, and ploxigh
more land by working harder, in order to produce
more grain, simply with the generous . object. of -
either selling it cheaper to his neighbours, or
storing and preserving it in his own house to save
the population of a famine-stricken region from
starvation in some future year of drought. )

If any wealthy patriot is willing to practise
benevolence, the only way to assist his countrymen,
is to purchase large stores of grain at the harvest
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time at rates offered by foreign ‘customers, and to
sell them at a light rate of ‘profit.  This process
would be equally profitable to all parties, the
cultivator, the other inhabitants of the locality
and to the- patriot capitalist, when the whole
grain produce will, in this way, be retained in the
country, trade competition will necessitate cheaper
sale, and the Indian capitalists, too, will earn
sufficient amounts even at a light rate of interest
on their investment. But the chief condition
which must stand is that the good-intentioned
capitalist should transact this business solely
with the object of helping his countrymen, and
not to fill' his own coffers with gold at the
expense of his fellow countrymen—otherwise what
is the advantage of prefering a local customer to
a foreign dealer. If larger amounts enter the
iron safes of a few Indian professional specu-
lators, the money may remain in India, but
experience shows that it is of no practical use to
the society or to the country. The broad fact
that the Government was compelled to employ
~foreign capital on Indian railways, distinctly
shows that the hoarded wealth of India did not
prove of any practical value to the country.

If our capitalists cannot see their way to
help in improving the resources of their own
country, it is no use lamenting over grain exports
or blaming the railways. It is absolutely- unfair
on our part, who are either in service, or follow

95

a 'profession other than agriculture, to grudge
the considerable profit which accrues to Indian
landholders and cultivators by the export of grain.
The exported grain must necessarily sell* at

prices higher than prevailing in India, and extra
profit thus secured would go to the pockets of
the owners who are Indians. How unjust—nay—
how selfish it is to lament over a neighbour’s gain.

CHAPTER VII.
IMPROVED MEANS OF COMMUNICATION,
(1) THE Post OFFICE.

Previous to the year 1837, no organised and
regular public postal system existed in India.
From the headquarters of the provinces, official
letters or parcels were carried to other important
towns by messengers or camel riders. But there
was no such arrangement for the public.

[f a son was away from home, his parents
wished to hear how he was, and he, too, naturally
wished to know about his parents. One or the
other might have important news to communicate,
A son or father sometimes fell dangerously ill,
and the presence of the one or the other was
required. In all such cases a runner had to be
found to carry letters, or a friend going in thatdirec-
tion was requested to convey it to the addressee.

Poorer persons had to wait till several of them
could jointly manage to engage a runner to take
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their "letters in a particular’ direction. Thus
there was expense, loss of time, and uncertainty
of a letter reaching its destination. The great
advantages of the present postal system are thus
apparent.

In England, too, in early times, both public
and private letters were sent only by special mes-
sengers or friends.  Till 1840, the postal charges
were high, varying according to distance. A letter
to any plact not exceeding 15 miles distant was
charged 4 annas {44.) and under 300 miles the
charge was 12 annas (12d.). Uniform penny
postage system was adopted in England in 1840,
and all letters below 4 oz. can now be sent in
England for a penny (one anna).

Governmernt postal system was introduced in

Government postal Indiain the year 1837. Origin-
system. ally postal rates varied with
weight and distance. A letter, for instance, from
Calcutta to Bombay was charged one rupee for
one tola. The charge per letter of one tola from
Calcutta to Agra was 12 annas (124.). Postage
was realised beforehand in cash. In 1854-5
uniform postage was introduced irrespective of
distance, and postage stamps came in use for the
first time. . The sphere of usefulness of the postal
system was subsequently extended, and the post
office gradually undertook to deal with registered;
insured and value-payable letters, packets and
parcels, money orders and savings bank.
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The Indian postal system has several unique
Unique merits of Merits. In their own country
Indian postal system.  the English people have not yet
Jbeen able to bring down the postage on letters
to below one penny (one anna). There a post
card costs a half penny (4 anna). The Indian
postage rates, however, are the cheapest in the
world. A letter weighing one tola now travels
safely for half anna (3<.) and a post card for a quar-
ter of ah anna (3d.), over a distance of 3,000 miles
from Quetta in Baluchistan to Bhamo (on the
borders of China) by rbad, rail, river and ocean.
Such facilities of exchanging news about the
health and well-being of relatives and friends
living in distant places were never enjoyed before
in India.

In 1855 there were 645 post offices in India
and the mails were conveyed
over 30,000 miles. In 1918 there
were 19,410 post offices and 50,000 post boxes,
and over 250,000 miles of postal route. There
is now not a village of any importance which has
not got a post office. Where there is not a post
office, there is a post box, so that no locality with
any population to boast of now lacks postal
facilities. The boon that the postal system has
been to the country may be appreciated from the
fact that 1,000 million registered, and unregistered
letters and post cards, 55 million newspapers, 43
‘million packets and 15 million parcels passed

Postal Statistics,
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through the post office during the year 1918. The
same year the post office issued 35 million money
orders of the value of 755 million rupees, and
realised for the traders 145 million rupees by
transmitting value-payable parcels. Three million
parcels were insured for the amount exceeding
goo million rupees. Besides these transactions, the
post office sold 216 maunds of quinine, atnominal
price, to the villagers, to protect them from
fever, and sold postage stamps worth 32}. million
rupees. '

The postal savings bank has helped our people
to deposit their pettiest savings
and to earn a fair interest there-
on. Itisthus teaching them to be thrifty as is
shown by the fact that on 31st March 1918,
1,637,600 savings bank accounts were open, the
total value of deposits being 165 million rupees.

The total number of postal employés in the
Establishment and Year 19[8’ indUding ofﬁcers,
their difficalties. clerks, postmen and runners ex-
ceeded 108,000. The envelopes and post cards.
bore addresses in 30 different languages. Some-
times envelopes are very small and the address
illegibly written, but so wonderful is the postal
organisation that letters punctually reach their
destination. Surely no private company could have
possibly managed such postal transactions at such
a cheap cost.  One has only to pay a visit to such
a postal centre as the General Post Office at

The Savings Banks,
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Calcutta or Bombay, to be impressed by the fact
that the pitch of enthusiasm, excellence, and
speed with which our increased postal busmess is
carried on is beyond all praise,
The advantages of the post office are three-
When the mail docs fold. It adds to the public con-
;‘i‘:;:_""'e at the proper  yenjence, it promotes trade, and
it helps the Government in
properly conducting the administration of the
country. The Government, therefore, attaches the
greatest importance to all postal arrangements of
which punctuality is the most prominent feature.
The train conveying the mails is given preference
to all other trains which are required to stop and
let it pass. We realise the postal blessing of the
British rule when the post, for some accident,
does not arrive in a town, at the proper time.
{,There is a bustle in the whole town, and the post
office is surrounded by men of all classes con-
stantly enquiring if the mail had arrived.

(2) THE TELEGRAPH,

In 1858 when the Crown took over the ad-
ministration of India, there were only 3,000 miles
of single telegraph wires and a few score of
telegraph offices. In the year 1918, there were
87,714 miles of telegraph line with 347,906 miles
of wire and about 11,000 telegraph offices through

- which 20 million messages were transmitted.
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Telegraph system is essential for the main:
tenance of efficient administration of the country,
for the advancement of trade, and for the exis-
tence of railways. The number of messages thrat
daily pass over the telegraphic wires is enormous,
at a cost within the reach of the poorest. Tele-
graphs have for all practical purposes annihilated
distance, and one can get news of a friend or of
business in an hour's time, from any part of India.
Calcutta and Bombay merchants may now as-
certain the daily fluctuations of other busy markets
by means of telegraphs, and need not lose good
bargains by waiting for days for a reply by post.
We have grown so much accustomed to the facili-
ties of communication, that we shirk even from
thinking what could be the state of business if the
posts and telegraphs were stopped and closed

éven for a short time. Payment also may now

be made by wire within an hour to the farthest
corner of India—the cost of such remittances being
only the usual telegraphic fee and the prescribed
postal money order commission both of which
are very cheap. Millions of rupees are sent by
telegraphi¢ mioriéyeorders every year. How bene-
ficial the postal and telegraphic systems have
been to our countrymen is proved by the fact
that their activity is increasing beyond calculation,
year by year, in every department of their work,
Calcutta can get news from London almost as
soon ds it can from Bombay—a marvel which
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sounds like a dream of the Arabian nights, or a
fancy of the mythical age. No corresponding
facilities of communication ever existed in Indla

_in pre-British times.

Till recently an expensive installation has
been necessary for establishing
telegraphic communication. We
almost daily notice on both the sides of the rail-
way line, series of metallic telegraph posts and the
metallic wires connecting them, which must have
cost a good deal. The European scientists have »
now invented a system of wireless telegraphy by
which news are exchanged without the interven-
ing telegraph posts and wires. About 20 wireless
installations have been set up by the Government
of India at Rangoon, Calcutta, Bombay, Madras,
Karachi, Delhi, Simla, Allahabad, Peshawar, and
other places; and more are being erected each
year. This system of wnrele hgxxs most
advantageously used in #hni

different parts of the oc \."
F Da e worldd 2.\
i Y

Waireless telegraphy.

flash or receive news by telegraph spec1a1 train-
ing was necessary and every lay person could not
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make out the meaning of the monotonous tele-

graphi(f ticks. They have now invented telephone,
a contrivance similar to telegraph, through which

messages can be sent by the voice. No matter

what the distance is between two persons, they
can converse through telephone as if they were
ta}lkmg face to face, the man at each end recog-
nising the voice of the other. Thus a man at
Delhi can now talk in his own language, as long
as he likes, with a friend at Calcutta, Simla
* Lahore, Bombay, or Peshawar. T elephone ex:
changes have been established, under licenses
from Government, by private companies at Cal-
cutta, Bombay, Madras, Rangoon, Ahmadabad,
Karachi and Moulmein. Elsewhere the telephones
are managed by the Telegraph Department. At
the end of the year 1917, there were 251 tele-
ph;snic exchanges and 20,16 3 connections owned
and.established by the Government and the com-
panies. Human skill is now controllinig natural

fqrces, and one cannot conceive what fantastic
marvels are yet in store for us.

CHAPTER VIII.
TRADE AND MANUFACTURE.
~ Three things are necessary for the material |
progress of a country, viz,, (1) capital, (2) labour
gnd. (3) professional skill. There is no lack of
capxtal\ and labour in India, but educated and
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trained Industrial and Commercial experts are not
available here. The additional obstacle to our
industrial progress is that our Indian bankers and

.capitalists are not at all accustomed to invest their

money on any large scale in producttive works.
They would part with their money only at a heavy
rate of interest, varying from 12 to 75 per cent
and money borrowed at such a high rate of
interest would hardly pay if utilised in any com-

mercial or industrial enterprise.

Seventy-five per cent of the Indian population
Capitalat cheap rate depends upon agriculture and
of inferest esseatulfor - this - business does not yield
material progress. . . .
more than 4 or 5 per cent on
the capital employed. The money invested in the
railways and canals and other industrial undertak-
ings also yields more or less a similar rate of
profit. Under the circumstances it is no good to
borrow money at a rate of interest which is at
best double the expected rate of profit from the
proposed investment. The rate at which private
capital is advanced in India is fatal to all success-
ful enterprise. Unless the Indian capitalist learns
to freely and unstintedly invest his capital for a
cheap ‘rate of profit, proper industrial and com-
“mercial progress of the country is not practicable.
The employment of foreign capital in such a case
is unavoidable, and the interest on this capital
must go outside India. Scarcity of local capital
thus retards the development of the material
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resources of India.  As regards technical skill and
experience, neither capital nor labour is service-
al?]e in the absence thereof. On account of the
(%1fﬁoulties peculiar to India, there are compara-
tively very few industrial and trade centres, and
so arrangements for practical business training
are not, for the present, so easy here as in England.
The most convenient and profitable way for
Need of emplogment us Indians to invest our money
of foreign experta, In any productive work is first to
secure the services of a foreign
expert, as professional experts are not locally
available. 1 once visited the great kerosine oil
factFer at Rangoon, which is worked entirely by
Indian capital, but is managed by skilled English-
men, who are loyally devoted to their work. This
fafctory managed by paid foreign experts annually
ylc?lds a handsome percentage of profit to the pro-
prietors. We have grown so much accustomed to
Government initiation that we seldom venture to
start any business on our own account, and then
we complain that the Government d(;es not wish
to employ Indian capital on any industrial concern.
The complaint _against the attitude of the
Natare of our com. .lndian Government about ignor-
gil::;!:t'o!;xthe Govern-  1Ing Indian capital and discourag-
story. ©oPlified—8 ino local industries reminds us
, of an instructive sory: In days
gone by a king used to daily visit a hermit and to
complain to him that the world had been holding
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him fast and did not leave him, and so he solicited
the hermit to use his spiritual force in somehow
freeing him from the worldly grasp. After
repeated appeals from the king the hermit pro-
mised him the boon applied for the next morning.
The king on returning to the hermit, on the pro-
mised morning, was greatly surprised to find the
hermit embracing the trunk of a tree with both
his arms and wildly shouting for help that the
tree had caught hold of him. The king respect-
fully pointed out to the hermit that it was not the
lifeless tree that had caught hold of him but that
it was he himself who was holding fast the tree,
and that if he simply loosened his grasp and let
go his hands he will be quite free. The hermit
meaningly smiled and told the king that he had
himself devised the proper cure for his own com-
plaint. “ It was not the world,” said the hermit,
« that was catching hold of the king, but it was
the king that was hugging the world, and it simply
required wi// power on the part of the king to
shake it off.” Exactly the same is our situation
in relation to the material progress of our country.
Industrial development of India depends upon.
ourselves ; our hands are not tied and we have
every liberty to invest our capital in any local
industry, to pay for expert advice, and take the
initiative and then go on developing it. The
solitary example of the Tatas is there to show

what can be done with iron industry alone.



106

If the Indian capitalists secure expert advice
Lndinn capital can be and regularly pay for it, and tihen
profitably employed. profitably employ their capital,
there is none to bar them from doing so. There
is ample room for improvement in oar agricultural
business. We can, for instance, profitably invest
our money in improved agricultural implements,
purchase of better seed, and manufacture of artifi-
«cial manure. Many parts of India are thinly
populated. There are tracts where population
averages 5 persons per square mile against the

average of 800 per mile in other fertile and pros-:

If sufficient capital is employed .
10 provide means of irrigation in these thinly

perous regions,

populated areas, and they are colonised by emi-

grants from over populated regions, it will not only.

-enrich the colonist, but will be beneficial in reliev-
ing the pressure from thickly populated areas.
There is much room for railway extension, and
the Government is always in need of big loans for
the execution of its programme of railways and
-canals, and it invariably offers a fair rate of interest
-on the borrowed capital. Indian capitalists in lend-
ing money for such purposes not only benefit them-
selves but indirectly assist in the development of
the resources of our country. Paper mills are now
in great demand. More than 24 million maunds of
naper was annually used in India, of which only
third was manufactured here and two-thirds
&impmtefd from autside. The great Europcén

‘o7
War stopped the import of paper which greatly
increased the outturn of the Indian paper mills and
many more mills were started. But the supply of
paper is still inadequate and the cost of paper Has,
therefore, gone very high. The country will
welcome any number of new paper mills. Indian
capital can also profitably be employed in the exten-
sion of jute cultivation and coal mining. But such
undertakings require courage, patience, business
methods and mutual trust. It hasbeen estimated
that there are 30 million sheep in India, which at
the rate of two pounds per sheep yield 6o million
pounds of wool.. ‘If for trading purposes these
sheep are better nurtured and properly looked after,
each sheep can yield six pounds of wool. In the
year 1918, 44 million pounds of wool was exported
from India which at the present rate of one rupee
per pound fetched only 44 million rupees. By
taking better care of our sheep and spending some
capital over them we can add 9o million every
year to India’s wealth only from this single source.
Our ignorant shepherds fleece their sheep twice a
year and the quantity of wool per sheep, therefore,
does not exceed'ten or twelve ounces. In other
countries sheepare fleeced only once a year, and
for this reason the wool fibres are longer and the
quantity yielded is much larger,
India produces everything that we need for
"Offood articles ladia - our food and drink, and we do

only i foreign . . . .
sogar. T R not import from outside any food
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articles except sugar. In the year 1918, sugar
worth 153} million rupees was imported into
India and there is consequently great room for
thé extension of sugarcane cultivation, which
only requires capital and expert advice. If some
Indian capitalists take heart and combine, they
can arrange for an increased produce of sugar to
meet the existing demand, thereby securing the
profit which goes to foreign sugar exporters. If
some leading zamindars secure the service of a
trained English agriculturist for this purpose, the
Government has no reason to stand in the way.
What, however, is lacking, is the power of initiation
and organisation.

In the Kolar district of the Mysore State the

Kolr ol gold rr}ines were left ignored for
Mysore \yiog idle for  centuries, and none tried to profit
o . by them. The English capital-
ists in India at last sent for expert engineers
from England to teach mining work to the Indians.
T.hey got all necessary mechanical plant and ap-
pliances a.nd started the work. These gold-fields
now provide means of livelihood for the families
of hundreds of thousands of Indians and produce
gold worth millions. These gold mines yield 650
thousand ounces of gold (more than 500 maunds)
every year, and this quantity lay absolutely idle
for' centuries in pre-British times. " The charac-
teristic of the English capitalist is that he is not
afraid of risking his money, whether the work
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eventually proves productive or not, he fearlessly
employs his money. The foreign capitalists may
win or lose, work is certainly provided for the
Indians who readily avail themselves of any new
Iiaeans of earning their livelihood. The Mysore
State spends nothing upon these mines, but. only
gets a royalty of Rs. 17,00,000 every year from
the mining company according to the terms of
agreement, ;
The Englishmen have similarly employed
[ndia benefited by  their capital to the extent of
?auc‘:‘g:{fls Sorked “{2;’ thousands of millions on iron and
British capital. coal mines of India, and on the
cultivation and manufacture of cotton, indigo, jute,
tea, coffee and silk. They profit themselves as
well as benefit the Indians. Before the English
came here, nobody paid any attention to the local
coal mines, nor there were any skilled engineers
who could have undertaken the work. The
Indian coal mines occupy 35,000 square miles
which are estimated to contain six billion maunds
of coal. A few years before, the coal required for
steamers, railways and factories was imported from
England, Australia or Japan. But the coal mines
of Bengal and other places worked by 200,000
Indians now supply 500 million maunds of coal
every year; and Indian coal is now used almost
for all local consumption. Cultivation of tea was
started in 1830. Skilled men were sent for from
China, who taught the cultivation of tea to the
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Indians Now India supplies all the tea consumed
by Great Britain, and is considered to be of the
finest quality. British capitalists initiated indus-
tries in India and they were gradually taken up
by the Indians. This is strikingly the case with
the mill industry of Bombay, where Parsi, Hindu
and Mahomedan traders now own many thriving
mills. These mills owned by the Indians are not
confined to Bombay, but exist in many other towns,
In the early part of the 19th century no demand
existed for Indian manufactures excepting Dacca
muslin, dyes and pottery, but thanks to the enter-
prise of Englishmen who have shown us such bril-
liant examples of what can be done by joint stock
enterprise and organisation, the expansion of
trade in India has been such that it can now take
rank with some of the most prosperous industrial
countries in the world. In the year 1917 there
were 263 steam-driven cotton mills which daily
gave employment to 300,000 Indians. India-made
cloth is used in India itself and is also exported
to China, Japan and other Asiatic countries. So
long as handlooms were in use, India could suc-
cessfully compete with the world and her cotton
cloths were sold largely in Britain under the name
of calicoes, etc. In 1785 an Englishman invented
a weaving machine to be driven by steam. By
means of it one workman could produce far more
cloth in a day than 12 men with handlooms. The
immediate effect was a great fall in the price of
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cloth. Weavers who continued to use handlooms
were reduced to poverty, as they could no longer
obtain the same rates for their goods. Cotton,
grown in India, is now shipped to England, made
into cloth, sent back to India and is sold cheaper
than when woven into cloth by handlooms on
the spot where it grew, and Indians therefore
prefer it. The Indian cotton mills usually turn
out cheaper material fit for the poorer classes.
Gunny bags were formerly imported into
Growing industries 1ndia from outside. They are
of 1ndia. now made in Bengal. There
were 67 jute mills in the country in the year 1917,
giving employment to 300,000 Indians. In the
year 1911, there were 7,113 factories in India,
including cotton mills, woollen mills, silk mills,
jute mills, flour mills, oil mills, rice mills, paper
mills, saw mills, sugar factories, soap factories,
rope works, iron foundries, tanneries, collieries,
pottery works, railway workshops, ship building
yards and for other industries, of these 7,113
factories of which 4,569 were worked by ‘steam
engines, provided means of livelihood for 24 mil-
lions of poor Indiuns, whose family members are
not included in these figures. Of these 825,000
worked in tea, coffee and indigo * plantations,
575,000 were employed in cotton and jute mills,
250,000 in coal, gold and other mines, and the
remaining number of persons worked in other

factories.
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Impressed by the example’of English capital-
Example of Britis ists .and their business methods,
aapitalists favourably Indians, too, have now begun to
impressed the Ind'ans:  realise that it is more to their
advantage to employ their money in the develop-
ment of local industries than to bury it under-
ground or convert it into ornaments, and that by
encouraging industries they profit personally and
also render useful service to their country. Ten
per cent of the population of Calcutta now depend
on jute and other factories ; cotton mills of Bom-
bay and Ahmadabad maintain 15 per cent, while
the rice mills of Rangoon support 11 per cent.
The paper now used in Government institutions
is mostly the product of Indian mills. Raw hides
and skins were formerly exported from India
to England to be converted into leather, but
many tanneries have now been established in India,
and leather is now made in this country, Now
industrial factories are thus gradually springing
up in our country in large numbers, and the great
industrial cities—Calcutta, Bombay, Madras and
Rangoon—proudly proclaim the extraordinary
industrial and commercial development which
India has achieved during the British rule. Cal-
cutta and Bombay, the two commercial capitals
of India are essentially the creations of British
rule: It i$ justly pointed out that there is more
accumulated wealth held by Indians in these
two cities of British India, which a couple of
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centuries ago wete mud hamlets, than all the
treasures of the imperial and local courts under
the Mughal Empire.
Between the.years 1835 and 1839 the annual
Foreign commerce imports of India averaged 75
of India. million rupees, and the annual
exports 115 millions, that is, the foreign trade
of India amounted to 190 millions ; whereas in
the year 1917-18 India imported goods worth 1,640
millions and earned 2,450 millions by her exports.
The total imports and exports in one year thus
exceeded 4,000 millions. It will be seen that
India has more to sell to the world than she
requiries to buy from it. In the year quoted
above, India, after making over its staples in
payment for all that it purchased from other
countries, sold 810 millions worth more of its
produce to foreign countries, realising the price
in cash and thus adding during the year about
1,000 millions to the Capital of the country. Out
of this cash value of the excess of exports over
imports, India received gold and silver worth 360
millions. Greater details of the import of gold
and silver into India are given in Chapter XVII—
“The growing wealth of India.” The above
figures do not include articles imported on Govern-
ment account; they only represent private com-
mercial transactions .
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The imports generally consist of cotton and
woollen goods, cottonyarn, sugar,
tobacco, machinery, metals,
minérals, medicines, silk, oil, glass and manufac-
tures, hardware, liquors, dyes, books, motor cars,
bicycles, and railway plant.

The chief e\(pbrts are raw cotton and wool,
cotton goods, yarn, food grains, hides, and skins,
jute raw and manufactured lac, opium, indigo,
tea and coffee.

Of all the imports of the year 1917-18, 565
millions worth of cotton goods and yarn came
from England, Japan, America and Holland,
and 150 millions worth of sugar came from out-
side. The quantity of imported sugar was
smaller this year on account of the great war, the
pre-war annual average import being 174 million
maunds or half as much again as was imported
this year. The annual average cost of imported
railway plant is 60 millions. The exports for the
same year consisted of cotton and cotton goodsand
yarn worth 560 millions, food grains worth 540
millions, tea worth 180 millions, hide and skins
50 millions, wool 40 millions, jute raw and manu-
factured 425 millions. The annual cost of opium
exported before the war averaged 100 millions.

Imports and exports.

During the year 1917-18, of the cotton,
Customers of Indian  COtton goods and yarn exported
exports, from India, 16 per cent was sup-

plied to ot%{!ritish possessions, 71 per cent was
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absorbed by Japan, and’the rest went to America,
ltaly, France, Spain and China. Indian yarn
mostly goes to China. This year the outturn
of India cotton mills consisted of “shirt cloth,
longcloth, dhotis, bed-sheets and drill, all measur-
ing 1,615 million yards, of which rgo million
yards of cloth was exported, that is, 13 per
cent more than the total amount of cloths
imported during the year from Lancashire
(England), was exported from India to other
countries.

Some of our countrymen think that India

Is the excess of ex. 15 getting poorer because her
ports over imports in- exports exceed the imports

Jurious 1o the country. This is, however, no test of
wealth. Many other things require to be taken
into consideration. The United States of America
and England are the two richest countries in the
world. The exports of the former, like those of
India, exceed the imports whereas the contrary
is the case with England. As a matter of fact
when the products of a country secure higher
prices in foreign lands, the farmers of that country
are naturally inclined to increase their produce for
purposes of export and are thereby enriched.
When India sells more goods every year than it
buys, and realises the price of the excess in cash
surely there is much larger aggregate of capital
in the country—a much greater national ° reserve
or staying pOWﬁl’
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It is wrong to suppose that if the export
Prospects of large of food grains was altogether
exports are incentiveto stopped, all the grain that was
the produce of their annually exported tc foreign
fand, : . .
countries would stuff the Indian
markets and sell cheaper. The fact is that if
there were no prospect of large exports fetching
higher prices, the farmers would not care to
produce more than the actual local demand. The
great motive power that has brought about
changes in all ages, in all countries and among
all classes of men, has also changed the ways
of our husbandman. What pays will have its
way. Foreign trade has conferred an exchange-
able value on various results of labour which they
did not possess before, or possessed only in
a limited degree, or in other words, foreign trade
converted those things into wealth which were
not wealth before, or were wealth of a lesser
value. Jute had practically no exchangeable
value before ; it has been converted into gold by
mere touch of foreign trade Up to 1850 cotton
was produced on a small scale in India, and the
total value of exported cotton averaged during
the previous five years only 26} million rupees.
Ten years later the American war gave rise to
a sudden demand, and the Indian exports rushed
up, till in 1865 they exceeded the enormous value
of 66734 millions. This vast amount of money
went into the pockets of the cultivators, who, the
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moment that they had found a more profitable
crop than their old food staples, quickly began
to cultivate it on a large scale. Even for several

. years after the mutiny there was no steam-driven

cotton mill in India, whereas the cotton and jute
mills with more than 150,000 looms are now
being worked by steam in this country. This, of
course, is the result of foreign trade. What the
American war was to the Bombay peasant, the
Russian war had been to the Bengal husbandman.
The blockade of the Baltic ports put an end to
Great Britain’s supply of fibres from Russia during
the Crimean Campaign. Forthwith the Bengal
peasant enormously increased his production of
jute. In the year 1852-53, before the Crimean
War, the whole export jute from Bengal was about
13 millions. In 1872-73 it exceeded 63%
millions, an increase of more than fortyfold.
Before the recent great war the jute exports
averaged 425 millions. When the German supply
of indigo was recently stopped during the
war, its cultivation similarly attracted much
greater attention of Indian farmers and the
produce and export of this dye-stuff from India
was consequently much accelerated. | personally

know the case of an individual landholder of

the Aligarh district who by additional cultivation
of indigo, during the war, earned a profit of three
hundred thousand rupees in one year. Exactly
the same is the case with grain, glfy prospect of
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its export disappear, the quantity of grain pro-
duce is sure to decrease, as lack of incentive will
be a bar to its extensive cultivation, When the
English obtained Calcutta, it consisted of three
mud hamlets, scarcely raised above the river
:slime, without any: trade whatsoever. After a
century and a half of British rule the total value
~of the sea-borne trade of Calcutta alone exceeds
200 millions! " These figures are so great, and
the material progress which they indicate is so
enormous that they elude the grasp of imagina-
tion.  All this is the result of foreign trade and
to a great extent the outcome of British rule
and British capital. The British rule gave peace
to the country, and provided unprecedented
means of communication and transport by land
and sea which unusually facilitated commercial
progress. If foreign trade had not developed
‘there would have been no source of the growing
imports of annual treasure from outside, and the
consequent increase of the wealth of India.

CHAPTER IX.
AGRICULTURAL PROGRESS.

" As has been pointed out before, India is a
purely agricultural country, and more than 75 per
cent of its population are dependant upon land.
'Bul—"straﬂ“ge&' may appear, the fact is that the
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people have never employed their capital for the
development of this most important industry of

.their country. Before the British rule no attempt
. was ever made on any large scale to provide ample

means of irrigation which the country needed as
the best safeguard against failure of rains.
Even now they are not used to build any
The Indian farmer hoUses, barns, or sheds in or near
j;uat‘:‘j' vietim of anti.  their land under c1.11t1vat10n,. to
prejudices. store or protect grain from wind
and rains; and one slight shower of rain soon
after the harvest occasionally spoils the outturn of
their whole year's labour. The farmers employ
the same sort of plough to turn over the soil as
was used thousands of years ago, and whichis no
better than a crooked stick ; and they follow ex-
actly the same old slovenly methods of cultivation
in respect of implements, cattle-breeding and
manuring as were in use amongst the first Aryan
settlers in this country., The farmers are not
accustomed to spend money in improved agricul-
tural implements; they still separate the grain
from chaff by having the heaps of the ears of corn
trampled over, in open field, by their plough oxen,
and then labourers winnow it in small quantities by
means of winnowing fans. Such a vital question
as seed selection is ignored by them. Most of
them sow the seed that is handy, getting
it often as loan from the shop-keeper. They
do not know the use of manufactured manure,
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and do nothing to preserve or improve the
breed of cattle. Breeding is left to chance.
Healthy and diseased, mature and immature

animals, herd together, and as a natural result the

stock deteriorates. In short they are suspicious of
all innovations, and will not adopt any improve-
ments that mean extra work. The reform of
agriculture in India, therefore, presents a problem
of the gratest difficulty.
Since 1872 there has been established in every
The Agricultural Provincea Department of Agri-
Department. culture. The Government has
bestowed much greater attention to this department
during the past ten years. Inthe year 1903, the
department was worked by 150 officers and men, but
its staff now consists of 866 officers and subordi-
nates. The department seeks to educate the Indian
farmer. Itis first of all a bureau of information,
finding out what all the cleverest farmers in the
world are doing, how they get heavy crops
and grow rich. It collects and circulates early
information, through newspapers,.and by issuing
leaflets and periodicals about the crops. It
tries new staples. It studies the diseases of
cattle and the insect pests of plants. For this
purpose it has laboratories where skilled chemists
are at work. In each province there is a
Veterinary Department for the prevention and
cure of cattle diseases, and for the improvement
of the breed of horses and cattle. Its officials
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travel in each district, and many. veterinary dis-
pensaries have been established. The department
is always on the alert to introduce some new form
of cultivation that will improve the prospects of
the farmer.

It has established many experimental and model
farms in each province. There
the farmers can see what can be
achieved by scientific farming, and how they can
improve the quality and quantity of the produce of
their land; and from these farms they can buy
selected seed grain for their holdings at a low rate.
Three hundred and seventy-four such farms -are
already in existence and their number is increasing
every year. The farmers can actually see here
better quality of food grains and sugar cane grow-
ing in plots improved by artificial manure. They
can learn here how to manufacture manure, and

Agricultural Farms.

‘advantageously use improved implements.

Conferences and Agricultural shows are held
Agricaltural exibi-  Where farmers can meet and see-
tioos. samples of superior produce of
other parts of the country, and of agricultural
machinery, and hear of the latest improvements
in cultivation. As an encouragement to the farmers,
the Government award cash prizes and medals,
to such of them as show any improvement in their
grain produce, or produce models of improvedi
irrigation and other agricultural implements.
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Schools and colleges have been established
Agricultaral educa- 1N all the provinces to teach
wion and training. agriculture. At Pusa, in the
province of Behar, there is a Central College of
Agriculture, where higher scientific agriculture is
being taught, and which is expected in course of
time to be of the greatest benefit to our vast agri-
cultural population. Then there are Botanical
gardens in Calcutta, Bombay, Ootacamund, and
Saharanpur, and the Museums of Bombay, Madras,
Lahore, Lucknow, Nagpur, and Rangoon,
Cattle-breeding Farms, Research Institute, and
Fruit Farms are springing up throughout the
land. Zamindars are now sending their sons to
the schools and colleges to learn how to manage
their own lands, and the more intelligent farmers
are ready to profit by the advantages put at
their disposal by Government.  But the real prob-
lem is how to get at the peasant farming
his four or five acres, and to break down his
prejudice. This can only be done by time and
the spread of education. [t is enterely due to
the efforts of the new Agricultural Department
that the country now produces 135 millions worth
-of more grain than before. The department
annually spends about 5% millions.

_--The land area of India is estimated at about

_A\rea under culti;ration._ 750 million acres, of which 250
) million acres are under culti-

N i
vatioy, The peoples of India are absolutely
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unaccustomed to migrate. Not used to leaving

their homes, they are rapidly multiplying, in
these peace times, in their birthplaces, with the

result that the average of population in some areas
has gone up to 800 per square mile, a rate of the
density of population which is found nowhere
else in the world ; while there are other regions
very thinly populated and having only five persons
to the square mile. The much-talked-of poverty
of the agricultural labourers is chietly self-
imposed. They will go on multiplying in the
same place without migrating to thinly populated
areas and breaking new soil for themselves,
thus finding their livelihood and relieving the
pressure from their home-land. It has already
‘been” pointed out that the farmers would not care
to produce more grain than barely suffices the
local needs, unless prospects of high profit induce
them to increase their produce for export. It has
been shown in the chapter on *“ Trade and Manu-
facture” that the cultivation of cotton and jute
rapidly increased when for special reasons there
was demand for them in foreign countries, and
that during the recent war when indigo was in
.demand in other countries, Indian outturn of indigo
suddenly rose high. The bulk of Indian soil is
yet lying uncultivated. If our agriculturists
could only be prevailed upon to colonise in thinly
populated areas, or to use improved implements
and manufactured mature, the grain produce of
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our country may be considerably increased. But
neither our farmer would leave his home, nor
our money-lender or capitalist would part with
his money at a cheaper rate of interest, and
progress must therefore be slow.

In India cattle manure is generally used as
fuel. If each farmer were to plant a few fuel trees
in his holding, he would save a very large quantity
of manure, and would obtain sufficient supply of
firewood, besides improving the climate and
affording shelter to his stock. The richest manure
is that obtained from human beings ; but in our
country, except in a few cases, it is only allowed
to poison the air.

Of all the food grams the annual outturn of
rice' is the largest. In the™ year
1917, 8o million acres of the
cultivated area were under rice, wheat occupied
25 million acres, juar 214 millions, and bajra 15
millions, each of the other grains occupying less
than ro million acres. The wheat produce in
Great Britain averages 25 maunds and 24 seers
per acre (2,0481bs.). The corresponding yield in
the canal and well-irrigated areas of Bombay is
16 maunds and 32 seers (1,3441bs.), but in areas
dependent only upon rainfall, the average yield per
acre in Bombay is 73 maunds (60olbs.) The
average yield per acre in the canal irrigated areas
of the Punjab is 24 to 27 maunds (1,920 to 2,1601bs.)
The outturn for the whole of the Punjab, however,

Average grain produce.
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averages 11} maunds (gcolbs.). In America it
averages 124 maunds (1,000lbs.), in France 16
maunds (1,280lbs.), in Canada 17} maunds
(1,4OOIbs ).

In India, Punjab alone produces double the
annual outturn of wheat in Great Britain.

I personally made enquiries in the various
districts of the United Provinces, and found that
the minimum and maximum average yield of wheat
and barley respectively was 74 and 25 maunds per
acre (600 and 2,0001bs.). Of other food grains,
the average yield per acre is calculated at 123 to 20
maunds for makka, 5 to 10 maunds for juar,
15 to 20 maunds for gram. Cotton produce per
acre fetches Rs. 35to Rs. 40, while sugar cane
yields a crop worth Rs. 150 to Rs. 500 per acre.

The net result of the whole enquiry is that
the average yield of grain per acre in India 1s com-
paratively less than the corresponding average of
other countries. This is due to the use of old
and inferior implements, defective ploughmg and
insufficient and inferior manure. .

Some Indian patriots think that the export

The export of grain  Of grain from India to foreign
not peculiar to India.  coyntries adversely affects the
grain situation in this country. But they must
keep in mind that the many countries, which are
not agricultural like India, depend upon imported -
grain, which must come from other countries. " If
other countries sell their grain to supply the
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demand of industrial countries, it is no new thing
for India to do the same. We so much think of
our grain produce simply because we are purely
agricultural people, and more than three-fourths
of us live on agriculture. In England 58 per cent
are employed on industries, 14 per cent live on.
private service, and only 8 per cent depend upon

agriculture,
In industrial countries food grains are scarce
) and, therefore, usually sell dearer,

Why higher prices

wre not so keenly felt  But the people of these places
now =S before. do not feel the higher prices on
account of their large income. In Calcutta and
Bombay, for instance, wheat flour sells generally
at about 3 to 4 seers per rupee, but the inhabitants
of these places earn higher daily wages and get
more money, and are used to the high prices of
food-stuffs. During the past 50 years the daily

wages of labourers, coolies, masons, carpenters,

etc., has more than doubled and even in some
cases trebled the older rates of wages, while the
demand for labour is daily growing on account of
the extension of roads, buildings, railways, and
irrigation works, the development of industries and
commerce, and consequent accumulation of capital.
The labourer who formerly earned two annas or
three annas a day (24. or 34.) can now easily earn
five or six annas daily (54. or 6d.), and at the
harvest time the agricultural labourer now ordina-
rily earns twelve annas a day (one shilling). In
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villages the daily - wages of coolies varies fromm
four to eight annas, while in towns and. at rail--
way stations the coolies and porters earn from:
twelve annas to three rupees per' day. The in-
creased rates of their daily wages enable even the-
poorer classes to buy food at a higher cost, and
it is, therefore, that private servants on smaller
salaries are not available now, and we do not
meet with that unusual clamour, we used to hear
20 years ago, when wheat sold at ten seers per
rupee as against the present prevailing rate of six
SEErs a rupee.

CHAPTER X.
PROGRESS OF IRRIGATION..

The irrigation works constructed by the:
British Government are the greatest in the world,.
and constitute noble monuments of its rule. India
being chiefly an agricultural country, irrigation.
systems of one kind or another have always.
been inuse. - o .

Wells originally formed the most general sys-

Old means of irriga-  t€m of watering lands, and are-
tion. found more or less all over- the-
country. Water was raised from the wells in large-
leathern buckets drawn by bullocks, and the same
method which was employed a thousand years ago-
is generally used even now.  .The Government:
has done everything possible ‘to encourage the-
digging of wells, and in many instances has;
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.constructed them.  For many years past, it has
assisted cultivators to construct them by lending
them money at a low rate of interest. Some
300,000 wells ‘are still in use for irrigation. In
southern India reservoirs known as tanks
have been employed for irrigation from early
times. In most cases they are hollows in the
ground partly excavated; others have been
formed by the construction of dams of masonry
or earth across the outlets of valleys in the
hills. They are fed sometimes by rivers, some-
times by the rainfall. They vary in size from
ponds irrigating a few acres to lakes several miles
in circumference.. Madras alone maintains 40,000
such tanks for purposes of irrigation. In north
India, the first canal mentioned is that of Firoz-
shah, about 1351 A.D, Water was drawn off
from the Jumna to supply his palace at Hissar,
a new city which he founded on the edge of the
desert. Two hundred years later, it was re-
opened by Akbar. About 1628, Ali Mardan
Khan, the Engineer of Shahjahan, took off a large
canal from the Jumna to bring water to Delhi. An-
other canal went to the north-west. During the
trouble that followed the breaking-up of the Moghul
Emopire, the canals silted up and became useless.
The present canal system is the creation of
Modern imigation the Government within the past
works. two generations. In the year
1817, the British Government began to restore
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the old irrigation canals and to construct many
others. In northern India the Ganges canals are
the greatest irrigation works in the world, At

“one place the canal has to be carried by an

aqueduct over the bed of a river, two miles wide.
The length of the main channels exceed 1,000
miles, and there are more than 5,000 miles of dis-
tributaries. In one year of drought the value of
the crops raised by the canal equalled its entire
cost. Inthe Punjab we have the finest example.
of successful irrigation and colonisation that the
world can show to-day. The Chenab Canal, which
may fitly be included in the wonders of the
world, has converted an arid and "trackless waste
of two million and a half acres, inhabited by a few
wretchedly clad and ill fed wild men of the wood,
into what has been with good reason called * the
Garden of the Punjab.” In 1892 its population
was 1,00,000, to-day it supports in comfort 11,00,000
Indians. Its annual crop is worth over 70 mil.
lions, and it annually exports 84 million maunds of
wheat. The Government is gradually spreading a
net-work of canals in places which have been subject
to droughts, and through these canals a vast amount
of labour has been saved and parched plains, with
only a few stunted thorn bushes, have been con-
verted into blooming fields, sustaining a dense and
thriving population. The 7yots have not only been
enriched by them but are protected from famine
and loss of cattle which drought always caused.
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The Punjab and Sind depend for their very -

Gind and Punjab life upon canal irrigation inas-
canals. much as 98 per cent of the area
cultivated in these two provinces depend upon
canal water. Altogether an immense tract of
country, which used to remain barren, has now
been converted into a veritable granary of
luxuriant crops. Forty years ago the area u.nc.ier
tillage in the Punjab was less than 20 million
acres, and of this only about 7 million acres were
protected by irrigation Now the area under
tillage is over 30 millions and of thl‘s some
14 millions are protected. The gross agricultural
produce of the Punjab is at least 50 per cent
more than it was forty years ago, and dO}l?)le
what it was when the country became British
territory. o
On account of the extensive irrigation done
by the Chenab and Jhelum
canals and their distributaries,
the Government took steps to colonise the barren
and thinly populated areas of the Punjab. In 1891,
for instance, the Lyallpur district was an arid waste
with a scanty population of seven petsons to a
square mile. When the district was fertilised by
canal irrigation, cultivators flocked to the pla}ce, and
the population rose to 187 per square mile. In
ro11 it grew still denser and was found 272. per
square mile, and the whole barren tract has now

turned into a prosperous colony.
t

Canal colonies.

- The value of the crops seoured by State
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At the end "of the year 1916-17, altogether
Canal statistics. there were in Ingha §6,z.’00 ml.les
of canals and their distributaries,

irrigating about 30 million acres, the totdl cost

of the canals amounting to 7124 millions.

During the year 1917-18, 230 million acres
were cultivated, of which’ about 350 millions
received water from all public irrigation works.

Irrigatoin by means of canals ... 2,88,00,000 ucres,
) » " wells ..« 1,20,00,003 .
” " ” tanks 72,05,500 .
Total area irrigated <. 4,%0,0c,000 '

irrigation works was estimated at 920 millions.
In a year of drought or famine, the money value
of the benefit conferred by these' works is much
greater. Nine-tenths of the irrigation from the
great canals, most of the protection afforded by
embankments, nearly all the navigation canals,
and about two-thirds of the irrigation from minor
sources, are due to works which have been carried
out during the past fifty vears.
The Sarda canal project for Oudh is under
Foture programme of L€ consideration of the Govern-
canals. ment. On completion it will sur-
pass all the achievements of the past, and will
prove the greatest irrigation” work' ever under-
taken in-any part of the world.
It will irrigate eight million acres and its cost
is estimated at 65 millions. There are further
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bold projects, before the Government, of the
extension of canal system in the Punjab, Sind
and Madras, which, when completed, will annually
irrigate  eleven million more acres, at a cost
of constructicn amounting to 480 millions. If
Indian capitalists could see their way to advance
this money to the ‘Government on an easy rate of
of interest, and urge on the completion of the
proposed canal programme, they can, with consi-
derable profit to themselves, confer permanent
blessings on their country, securing it for ever
from the horrors of famine.,

The Ganges and the Jumna canals in nor-
Danger of famine thern India, and the Indus
averted. canals in the Punjab, have per-
manently saved a large part of both these pro-
vinces from drought and famine. . Similarly in
southern India, new sources of water-supply and
irrigation have enriched even the most poverty-
stricken districts of Madras. Failure of rainfall
and drought lose their sting in regions crossed
by canals, ‘

CHAPTER XI.
REDUCTION OF THE LAND REVENUE.

The British system of larid revenue has been’

the object of much hostile criticism " and many
reckless statements.  One writer has gone so far

i
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‘as to have stated that “over a great part of India,

the Government wring from the peasants 735 per

. cent of the yield of the land.” The following

facts, however, will show that the charge so
lightly levelled by irresponsible people is unfair,
and that as a matter of fact no Government of
India has taken so small a share in the profits of
the soil as taken by the British Government,

We must keep in mind that from time im-
memorial, a share of the produce of the land has
always been taken by all the Kings and Emperors
of India. As to the proportion ot the ruler’s
share in the produce of the land in ancient times
we have the late Mr. R. C. Dutt’s testimony, a
Me. R. . pur, more reliable authority than
testimony. whom in such matters can hardly
be pointed out. In his presidential address at
Lucknow in 1899 he said: * The Old Hindu
Law, based on the actual experience of thou-
sands of years, sanctioned one-sixth of the
gross produce of the land as its proper rent.” His-
tory, however, says that previous to the settlement
of the year 1582, the ruler’s share was fixed at
half or even more than half of the gross produce.

The object of Akbar’s revenue system was to

Akbar's rateof land ODtAIN @ correct measurement of
revenue. the land, toascertain the amount
of the produce of each unit of land and to fix the
Government demand. For the first object he
introduced a uniform standard of measurement,
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He also improved the instrument of mensura-
tion, and took steps to make a “complete
measurement of all the culturable lands of the
Empire, which were divided into three classes
according to their productiveness. The amount
of each sort of produce yielded by a unit of each
class was ascertained. The average of three years
was assumed to be the produce of a unit, and one-
third (33 per cent) of such produce formed the
Government demand. The quantity of pro-
duce due to the Government being settled, it was
commuted into money payment. All these
settlements were made for ten years, because the
annual system proved vexatious and expensive.
According to Mr. R. C. Dutt, the ruler's
Additional taxes proper Shal‘e was one-sixth (I7
2?3\3:3:3? to the laws per cent) of the gross PrOdUCe
of the land. But it should be
borne in mind, that Manu’s Code, in addition to
tbe tax on land, sanctions further taxation of one-
sixth on meat, honey, perfumed substances used
f?r.ﬂavouring food, flowers, roots, and fruits.
j.lhlS led to about a hundred taxes which were
in force before the British became rulers of this
country. The following is a list of them :—T'axes
on cattle, trees, medical herbs, potatoes, ghee,
water-lifts, looms, carts and on dancing girls,
carpenters, blacksmiths, goldsmiths, dyers, shoe-

makers, barbers, washermen, boatmen, and basket-

‘makers, etc. All these were swept away under
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‘British rule. Inh Akbar’s reign, which is uni-
versally admitted to be the best Indian administra-

_tion, Todar Mall, India’s greatest financier, fixed

the Government share of land revenue at 33 per
cent, which was often increased by other imposts
to soor 60 per cent. The Sikhs in the Punjab
and the Mahrattas in the 'south, during their
supremacy, realised half or 50 per cent of the
gross produce. Now we have to examine the
British rates of land revenue. concerning which
absurd and absolutely unfounded misconceptions
seem to have taken root in the mind of the public,
which lead to gross misrepresentations about the
current rates of land revenue.
Indian politicians are never tired of repeating
Gross misrepresenta- in the Press and on .the pla'tform
tions avout British rate  that taxation was lighter 1n the
of land revenue. . . .
good old times, and that India is
now groaning from overtaxation. They declare
the British rate of land revenue as exorbitant,
and even go so far as to describe it 7§ per cent,
and try to assure their audience that ** India was
bleeding to death " by the extortion of the British
rule. What is to be most regretted is that my
countrymen are so much accustomed to believe
in hearsay that they are seldom inclined to think
for themselves about the truth or otherwise of a
statement or to verify it. 1 had opportunities of
discussing this topic with leading zamindars and
cultivators of several districts, and when they had
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nothing .left in their support, they sought shelter
by fe.ftlarrmg to the speeches of distinguished Indian
politicians and leaders. | pointe?i out to them
that ,.t’herc? was absolutely no need of knowing
other.s VIEWS as it was not a matter of opinion.
Zamindars and cultivators live in every village
and town and a direct enquiry from them ou ff‘nt
at once to reveal the real state of affairs, )
[Note :—One acre = 5 bighas.] As has been
The Bt e of shown.in the preceding chapter,
: the minimum average produce
of wheat per bigha in this countrv is one maund
and a half (or 7} maunds per acre). The zamif-
d.ar usually leases out this land to the cul-
tivator at Re 1-8-0 per bigha. The gross
produce of this bigha of land—one maund
and a half, at the present market rate sells for
Rs. 10. The maximum rate of land revc;nue
ﬁ.xed by the Government nowhere and under no
circumstances exceeds 50 per cent of the rent
which the zamindar realises from the cultivator.
The very well-known proportion of the Govern-
ment and zamindar’s share in the rentis respec-
tively 45 and 55 per cent. The Government I;'ms
of course, nothing to do with the revenue cesse.:s’
which are spent, through the District Boards’
on works of public utility, such as roads'
bridges, schools, hospitals, etc. Even supposin :
the rate of Government revenue to be 50 pfr):s cen%
of the rent realised by the zamindar fror';l the
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cultivator, the Government will receive only halt
of what the zamindar got for the above-mentioned

bigha or annas 12 only, as against Rs. 10 the
orice of the gross produce of the same bigha
earned by the cultivator. The actual rate of
Government revenue thus turns out to be about
Lth or less than 8 per cent of the gross produce

When grain sold cheaper, the land was leased
out at cheaper rate—say at annas eight per bigha—
and the result would be just the same. If the
average produce be taken at three maunds per
bigha, which is not unusual, and the zamindar
leases it at Rs. 2 per bigha, the Govern-
ment, at best, will realise only one rupee for
this bigha, while the price of the gross pro-
duce amounts to Rs. 20. Here the Govern-
ment revenue is #sth of the gross produce or
only 5 per cent. When the prices are easy
at the harvest time, .wheat does not sell more
than seven seers a rupee, but this rate prevails
only for a month or two, otherwise the average
rate is six seers per rupee or even less than that
during some months. The value of grain pro-
duce has considerably increased, and it is the
Indian agriculturists who are solely benefited
by these high prices. The famine commission
of 1878—80 in their report pointed out that the
rate of land revenue obtaining in the various
provinces of India varied from 4 per cent to 8
per cent of the gross produce. The actual rates
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of land revenue are shown below, framed on the
best available estimates of the outturn :—

Percentage
Provinces. on estimated gross
value of crops.
Punjab o 56
United Provinces of Agra and Oudh 7'8
Bengal .. . .. 3'9
Central Provinces . .. 38
Berar .. . ‘e 46
Bombay .. .. .. 73
Madras .. . .. 53

The Zamindari system chiefly obtains in
Bengal, the Punjab, United Pro-
vinces and Central Provinces.
Under this system, the zamindar or landlord is the
owner of the land, and he leases out his land to
cultivators and realises rent from them, and pays'a
portion of it to the Government as land revenue.
In Bombay, Madras, Assam and Burma no zamin-
dars intervene between the Government and the
cultivator, and the Government realises the land
tax (land revenue) direct from the cultivator.
This system is known as * Ryotwari.” Zamindari
and Ryotwari systems prevail respectively in 53
and 47 per cent of the area of British India.
The average rate of land revenue for the
whole of the cultivated area of British India
was found to be Re. 1-7-8 per acre in the
year 1gor. Calculating at this average for
250 million acres under cultivation in the year

Zamindari and
Ryotwari systems.
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1917-18, the total land revenue should have been
about 370 million rupees, but the actual land
revenue for the year was less than 325 millions,
which obviously shows that the standard of assess-
ment has become more and more lenient since
1901, :
We must bear in mind that in pre-British
Concessions o the times the settlements of revenue
agriculturists. demand were revised every ten
years, whereas they are now made for 30 years.
The Government absolutely receives no share of
the increase in the produce of the land, which
may accrue to the farmer in the course of this
long term  In ancient times no enhancement of
produce due to improvements effected by the
zamindar at his own expense was exempt from
assessment .of land revenue; but the British
Government has made special laws according to
which the Bombay and Madras cultivators enjoy
the permanent privilege of enhancing, revenue free,
the produce of their land, by providing additional
means of irrigation, by digging wells, or con-
structing tanks at their own expense. Thus the
Government expects no share of increased produce
if the increase is the outcome of the cultivator's
private resources. The zamindars are allowed
the concession of utilising any amount of their
own money in improving their holdings, and to
enjoy, revenue-free, all the increased income from
the improvement thus effected, till they have
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recovered all the money they had spent on

these improvements. In the Punjab and Bengal, if
masonry wells are sunk, the Government does
not assess the extra income due to the wells
for 20 years, nor does it demand for ten
years any share in the profits accruing from
other means of irrigation provided by the farmers
themselves.  Similarly in the United Pro-
vinces and the Central Provinces extra produce
is not assessed from 30 to 45 years if the
land-holder himself improves his land by providing
additional means of irrigation. Formerly anti-
cipated increase of produce was also assessed
when the settlement was revised, but now revenue
demand is fixed only for the actual income of the
farmer at the time of the settlement, and all
improvements effected in course of - the next
30 years are, as a rule, exempt from assess-
ment.
Over and above the concessions mentioned
Permanent  seue. 1Nt the foregoing paragraph, the
ment. major portion of Bengal, and
parts of the United Provinces and Madras have
been enjoying the extraordinary benefit of a
permanent settlement, that is, the zamindars pay
. land revenue to the Government at a rate fixed
one hundred years ago, and notwithstanding the
constant increase in the price and the produce
of the land the Government gets nothing out-of
it. The assessment rate fixed so long ago s very
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light, in consequence of which the zamindars have
grown wealthy. The most striking feature of the
system of permanent settlement is that, although
the Government demand has been fixed once for
all, the zamindars continue to increase tl}e rates
of rent which they realise from their cultivators,
and what is still more surprising no complaint has
ever been raised by any Indian patriot or.by the
public, against the zamindars, for enhancmg.th.e
rent, and they have never clamoured for any limit
being prescribed for the amount of rent. [f any
modification of the permanent settlement system
be ever suggested, our Indian Press will at once
begin to pour forth bitter criticisrn’and ascribe all
sorts of bad motives to the admlmstrator? of .the
country, but strange it is that not a finger is raised

_in the same country by the public concerning

the powers of the zamindar to enhance the amount
of rent, and the cultivators evoke no sympathy in
uarter. - : .

an)’ C})uring the reign of Akbar the Great, the

. Moghul Empire extended only
re?::;:l 3::?:? the over northern India; and
Moghul period according to Abul Fazal, his
minister and secretary, the land revenue for. the
year 1605 amounted to Rs. 20,17,50,000 and the
total receipts from all rever;ue'head§ aggregated
630 millions. In the year 1707, during Aurang-
geb's rule, the land -revenue amounted to
Rs. 45,27,00,000 and the income from all sources
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totalled 1,200 millions, The total British reve nue
from all sources, in the year 1917-18, was

Rs. 1,69,00,00,000 of which 324 millions repre-

sented the land revenue. These figures show
that during the reigns of Akbar and Aurangzeb
the land revenue formed 40 per cent of the
total revenue, while the corresponding British
percentage of the land revenue is less than
20 per cent. It must be borne in mind that
the population of India has now considerably:
increased, that on account of ample means
of irrigation now provided, the cultivated area
has doubled itself during the past 50 years,
that the vast fertile area of Burma has recently
been added to India, and that prices of food
grains have considerably gone high, and with all
these circumstances, calculated to have immensely
increased the land revenue, the British percentage
of this item of revenue is less than half of what
obtained during the Moghul period. Again we
have to consider that the annual income from items
like post and telegraphs, canals, and railways, ete,
which are entirely the creations of British rule,
amournted to about 700 millions, and the total
receipts from all other sources of revenues, not-
withstanding the extraordinary material progress
of the country, amounts to less than 1,000 millions,
and thus the Moghul revenue exceeded it by more
than' 200 millions. This excess was evidently
made up from additional taxes.

,
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For the information of our readers we give
below an abstract statement of
‘Indian anuual in- e .
come and expenditore. | ndia’s annual income and expen-
diture for the year 1917-18, so that they may be
able to see for themselves the relative proportion
of the various items :—
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An examination of the items of expenditure
Peculiarities of WIill at once show that no amount
modern expenditure.  jg provided for the person of the
ruler. ‘ '

Formerly the bulk of the revenue was appro-
priated by the rulers themselves, and was spent
on royal palaces *or to satisfy their personal
demands. But the present day estimates include
no items like royal stables, elephant-sheds, betel
and smoking department (Bhindikhana), the
singing and dancing department (Arbab-i-nishat),
the royal kitchens, the royal guest house, the
games department (Shikarkhana), royal furni-
ture department (Farashkhana), the royal ward-

robe (Toshekhéna), etc. All these items have

now disappeared. The present estimates include
expenses for the defence of the country, for keep-
ing peace, for the administration of justice or for
works of public benefit. Instead of royal palaces,
imposing buildings are constructed for public use
such as schools, colleges, Ilibraries, hospitals,
courts, town halls, canal heads, museums and
so forth. _

In former ‘times the worst enemy of the

The co-operative

rates of interest. The ordinary rate was 373 per
cent per annum, but mopey was advanced at 12
per cent compound interest, if land was mort-
gaged. " The money-lender generally tricked the

farmers was the money-lender,:
credit system. ‘who lent them money at heavy -
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farmer into slavery, and by applying compound
interest, gradually absorbed all his landed pro-
perty. The Government has, howeveér, now
encouraged the co-operative credit system in. the

‘country, and many capitalists have been persuaded

to establish co-operative banks. These banks lend
money to agriculturists and persons engaged in
other industries at very easy rates of interest,
and the debt is easily recovered by convenient
instalments. , These banks do not lend money
to individuals, but advance suitable amounts to
societies. The members of these societies pledge.
their joint credit and obtain capital which they
lend among themselves. Each village or town
has one or more societies, the membership being-
restricted to agriculturists or persons engaged
in industries. Each society begins with 20 or
25 members with power to add. The monetary
and earning capacity of every member is kept
properly registered in the bank. These societies
jointly borrow sums from the bank, and it is
then advanced to individual members according
to their respective need. Each Local Govern-
ment has appointed a Registrar to form and
control such societies. From the annual report
of the Co-operative Societies for the year 1917-18,
it appears that 282 co-operative banks were
started by that time, with a capital of 58 millions,
subscribed by one hundred thousand persons.
The number of borrowing societies in that year
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‘was ‘25,000, .with .a membership : exceeding - a
-owjlion, - The. movement is being . encouraged
-y Government and is spreading . fast. - Each
-member .of a society is also required to deposit
‘every month a small portion of his monthly savings
in the bank, which is /placed at bis _credit. _This
.amjount goes on increasing but hasa prescribed
Jionis. . - The bank allows interest on. these indivi-
«dual deposits which at the end of the year noted
-above aggregated 85 millions. This amount be-
Jonging to the members of the societies.will go on
miutltiplying, till the societies will have their own
-banks, and the farmers instead of being reduced
o the. slavery of money- lenders.w_xll_graduallly
- become. proprietors of banks, and will be ina
“position to utilise their own money for the imprave-
-ments_ of. their holdings. Deducting all actnal
-expenses, the banks made a profit of about 7§
_millions, which works. out to be a little more than
‘3 per cent on the capital of the banks. It is
obyious that the agriculturists can now borrow
‘money at..comparatively much easier rates . of
.interest, and at the same time they are in the
process of making a capital of their own. These
banks are patronised by the Government, and
their number is increasing every year. The diffi-
sulty is that .we do not venture to utilise. our
capital on any large scale for public benefit, other-
wise .the co-operative credit system is profitable
both to the capitalist and the agriculturist.
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- - CHAPTER XII.
- - ° - REMISSION OF OTHER TAXES.

-~ It is the common epinion that taxation was
lighter in ancient’ times, and that India is now
“groaning from overtaxation. The people of
Europe have larger incomes, and so it did not
matter if they were heavily taxed, but India, they
say, is a poor country, and therefore they cannot
afford to pay any taxes at all. :

Let us examine the nature and extent of
taxation in old times. Magas-
thenes, the Greek traveller, who
visited the capital of Asoka, says that the
buyers and sellers of goods in the “bazar' were
not left to themselves as they now are; buta
state officer was appointed to watch all transac-
‘tions, and to collect as a tax one-tenth of the price
of everything sold. Fraud in payment of the
tax was punished with death.

The Chola Kingdom in south India, with its
-eapital at Tanjore, was the most long-lived.
sovereignty in India. Tnscriptions on the walls

Tazation iq pld_ times.

of the great temple at Tanjore, in the. 11th

century, give long lists of taxes which were
Jevied.  In Coimbatore in the year 1797 it was
found that 61 taxes were collected over and above
the land tax. All these have now been swept
away. India is considered to havé been most
prosperous in- Akbar's rexgn, which is looked

ugon -as- the best rule in every respect. The
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Moghul Empire in his time' was smaller than
British India, and probably had not balf the
population, yet the land revenue was greater.
Bésides the land tax there were not less than
forty taxes of a personal character. These in-
cluded taxes upon religious assemblies, upon trees,
upon marriages, upon peasants’ hearth, upon his
cattle, etc. . .

As a rule, the more civilised and advanced
a Government is, the more it
will have to realise taxes from
the people and spend them to maintain its higher

British taxation,

standard of administration, and the more improved

will be the condition of the people. But notwith-
standing the unrivalled efficiency of the British
Government, the rate of taxation in India is the
lightest, as compared with that of the other
civilised countries. ,

The gross revenue of British India in the
year 1917-18 was 1,690 millions. This, however,
gives a very erroneous idea of the actual weight
of taxation. Receipts from post and telegraphs,
railways, canals, and sale proceeds of opium
and similar other items of income which are pay-
ments by persons for value received or services
rendered, can hardly be considered taxes, while
land revenue is in fact rent paid to Government
for the use of the land. Leaving out of calcula-
tion all sué¢h receipts which amount to about
1,000 millions, nearly 700 millions constitute the
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taxes proper. This sum distributed amongst the
‘240 million population of British India, gives a
taxation average of about Rs. 3 per head. As com-
pared to this, the corresponding average rate of
taxation per head in other civilised countries is

given below :— .

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p.
(1) Germany “e 75 4 0| (5) Great Britain 33 6 o
(2) France »+ 55 12 0| (6) Hungary ., 33 ¢t o
(3) America .+ 40 15 o | (1) Russia .. 2414 O
(4) Austria .» 40 12 o | (8) Egypt ..31 6 o

(9) Japan Re. 10 0 o
These figures speak for themselves, and un-
mistakably indicate that in view of this average
taxation per head, the cost of British administra-
tion of India is the cheapest, and the burden of
taxation over the people is the lightest.

To further illustrate the point, it would not
be out of place to mention here that the Govern-
ment levies no income-tax in India upon income
less than Rs. 2,000 a year, while the rate of income-
tax levied on higher income varies from Rs. 2-1-4

~ to Rs. 6-4-0 per cent of the income. The latter

rate is applied only to higher incomes exceeding
Rs. 25,000 a year. Against this, in England
income-tax is realised at the rate of 33 per cent.
There is no civilised country in the world where
taxation per head is less than levied in India.
Under former Governments the taxes were far
heavier than at present.  °
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Wae pay taxes to Government for protecting
Why do we pay USfrom being plundered, cheat-
taxes ? ed or murdered. . The Govern-

merit provides soldiers to guard us against foreign.
enemies and bands of robbers, - and also provides

policemen and other officers to apprehend crimi-
nals, judges and courts of justice for trials, prisons
for confining offenders, and in short everything
that is necessary for the peace and security of the
people. It also provides roads, schools, hespitals,
and all other institutions of a civilised Govern-
ment. If the Government had not undertaken
the security of our person and property, we could

have scarcely employed half of our time in provid-

ing food and clothing, and the other half should
have been taken up in guarding against being
robbed of them, or in working for some other
man whom we would hire to keep watch and to
fight for us. This would cost us much more than
we pay in taxes, and yet after all it would be very
imperfect protection. Thus the taxes are the hire
- or price paid to Government in exchange for pro-
tection, just as any other payment is made in ex-
change for anything we want. Every rupee, which
we give in payment of taxes, goes to constitute
the'pay of the soldier who defends our frontier,

of the sailo who guards our coasts, of the police-

‘man who keeps: order so that you may workat
ease during the day and sleep in peace at night.
The same rupee also contributes to the construction
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of roads, bndges, railways and telegraphs™ so.
that you may travel safely and ‘easily, and that.
your goods may be safely transmitted from ohe
place to another. It also defrays the expenses of
establishing courts of justice, hospitals, schools; etc,:
which are all for our good. We cannot, in
fact, live without paying taxes.” Most of the time;’
labour and care of a savage is taken up in provid-
ing for his defence. He is occupied in providing
arms for his protection against those whom he is
able to fight, or in seeking hiding-places from
those who are too strong for him. Theremedy
for this miserable state of things is to be found in:
settled Government, whose duty is to afford
protection of person and property. The more
civilised and advanced a Government is, the more
the people will have to pay taxes, and the more
improved will be the condition of the people.
If following the custom of backward nations,
nothing be spent on roads, bridges, railways,
post and telegraphs, schools, hospitals, police,
and courts of justice, the rate of taxation will be
reduced, but who would like to live under such
conditions. ; :
Those who are used to ascribe the alleged
Subjects of native POVETtY and troubles of the 'In-
Stetes free from British  dian people to overtaxation
taxation. .
generally forget that one-third of
the area and one-fourth of the population of India
comprise the native States which are governed
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by Indian rulers. The peoples of these native
States are free from all taxes imposed by the

British Government, yet on comparison the
condition of the British Indian subjects will, in .

no sense, be found more unfavourable or less
prosperous than that of the subjects of the native
States. '
It is not the agriculturists, as a rule, who pérish
Only tandless agei during fam.ines. With or with-
<ultural labourers suffer out the aid of money-lenders,
o e tme o they can tide over one or two
bad years. It is the landless
agricultural labourers who are the sufferers. In
ordinary seasons they can get employment and
manage to live but if the rains fail, they cannot
get any work in the corn-fields and unless work is
provided for them they must starve. In ceuntries
where the labouring classes have the fewest
wants, and they are contented with the cheapest
food, the people are exposed to the greatest
vicissitudes and miseries. They are already
so low, that they can fall no lower, and they are
consequently most adversely affected by scarcity.
When we read of the larger income earned by
Higher wageseamed  LoUropean workers and labourers,
by European labourers.  we feel sorry for the low-paid
labourers of our own country. But we ignote the
fact that an Indian peasant has no labour bill, as
he and his family work the holding ; he pays no
-rent for his cottage of sun-dried bricks and thatch

153

which he himself builds and rebuilds and repairs.
With the exception of the usual low rent for the use
of the land, he has to pay no rates or taxes. For

clothing his need is limited to a small narrow

strip of cloth for the loins. Now look at the
picture of an English farmer while actually
ploughing his field. He will be found wearing
his warm coat and pant, hat and shoes. He can
read and write, lives in a house built by masons
and carpenters and has to pay several taxes. All
these personal expenses necessitate larger income.
What in fact we crave for is that we should be
provided with all the distinctive facilities, improve-
ments and comforts of Europe, that education in
India should be free and compulsory as is the case
in Europe, that all the rules of hygiene should be
strictly followed in our towns and villages, that
India should be free from epidemics and famine,
that we should all pass a life of ease and comfort
like that of a European gentleman but under no
circumstances should we be required to pay any-
thing for any of these improvements, and that
taxes should be forthwith reduced. This is evi-
dently impossible. The more you sow, the more
you will reap. The more we wish that the
condition of our countrymen should improve, the

more will it be necessary for us to pay additional
taxes.
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CHAPTER XIIL
DISAPPEARANCE OF FAMINE.

~ A century ago neither the Government nor the
people thought that it was pos<

In eld times famine

wasfegarded as a visi- - sible to deal with a great Indian

tation rom God.
famine. Famine was regarded.

notas a problem of administration, but as a visi-
tation of God, utterly beyond the control of man.

Before British rule the country was without

metalled roads and railways. Goods were conveyed
by pack oxen or rude carts. Carriage by pack
oxen was exceedingly expensive, and even by
cart it was high. When famine prevailed over a

wide range, pack oxen and carts became almost -

useless as oxen required water and fodder which

wds not available in famine stricken districts, and

the transport difficulties were insuperable. There
might be abundance of food in other provinces,
~but without roads and railways it ‘could not be
conveyed to the famine regions. The death-rate
was consequently terrible and large tracts of the
country often lay desolate for years. The people
in those days traced their sufferings to fate or to
their sins in a former birth and were resigned.
But things are changed now, and our educated
young men are under ho circumstances inclined

to blame themselves or the natural conditions of.

their country, but find it easier and more com+
venient to lay all the misfortunes at the door of.
the British Government,
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An Indian Editor has gone so far as to say

that railways have. been the

trhigdn:lrl¥heges‘:xg'dr? principal cause of the impover-

. ings to fate, now they  jshment of the Indian pedple.”

lay them at the door . o i . -
of the British Govern-  Many ignorant persons still per-

ment sist in thinking that the intensity
and frequent recurrence of famines in India are
due to the poverty caused by heavy taxation.
This is on the face of it a misleading notion. On
the one hand there is hardly any truth in the
statement that India is poorer now then before—-
the truth lies the other way, and as a matter of
fact India is undoubtedly wealthier and more
prosperous now than before, as is shownin detail
in another chapter. Then again the imputation
that India is now heavily taxed is absolutely un-
founded. Facts and figures have been quoted &
in another chapter to show that the rate of assess s
ment on the produce of the land is now ve);l?"
low, and that taxation in India is the lightest .
compared with other countries. ﬁng
Everybody is conversant with the ,‘wor e-
known truth that famine,
Heavy taxation has ol
nothing to do with calamity peculiar to agricpie
famine. countries. India is Puryl
agricultural country, and the peasan

£

villagers who constitute the bulk of the pc
mostly depend upon the yield of their f.crls’cht :::s
in tb

earn their hvmg by labouring in the °°h 3€
The crops in their turn almost entirelv h his ¢
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upon regular and timely rainfall. * If rains set in’

at the proper time, millions are employed in
pl.oughing, weeding, reaping, thrashing and
winnowing, If, however, rains altogether fail,
or are late in coming, the earth does not yield

food, no crops are reared, and there is no demand -

for agricultural labour. The agricultural labourers
consequently suffer most. If high taxation had
anyt}{ing to do with famines, the regions, where
taxation was the lightest, and the zamindars
prosperous, should have been exempt from
famine. But such is not actually the case. Part
of Bengal, United Provinces, and Madras, have
been enjoying the advantages of permanent
. settlement for more than a century. Notwith-
wstanding the immense increase in the produce
th)f the land, the land-holders, in terms of the
migttlement, pay land revenue to the Government
but:the same easy rate which was fixed a hundred
convys ago, and as a consequence they are wealth-
was c.and more prosperous than their confréves
countrjler parts of the country. Vet these parts
in thosehave been subject to frequent severe
their sins. '

But thingring the famines of 1873 and 1897, the

young meent had to spend a hundred millions -

to blame thelief of the population of the famine
their countrgas under permanent settlement, while
venient to,'ring the same 'famines less than one-
the British  above amount on the relief works

\
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in those parts of Bombay and Madras which

were not permanently settled. As more than
75 per cent of the Indian population lives on agri-
culture, failure of rain proves a public calamity.

There have been famines in India from the

, earliest times. But as we have
Famines are trace- .
able in every period of no regular history of the an-
Indian history, . . .

cient times, details of those

famines have not come down to us. We only
briefly know that when a dreadful famine raged
in any part of India, men ate their own kind, and
in the intensity of hunger, parents were driven to
the extremity of eating their children, that
millions of lives were lost, whole districts were ;.
entirely depopulated and turned into wilderness /
inhabited only by wild beasts. The Mahabharatar
describes a famine of fwelve years duration.
Such was the scarcity of food that the famorys
Rishi Visvamitra, to prevent death from star‘fa.
tion, had to steal at night dog’s flesh from “2f
hut of a ckandala, which he ate, after previ(®r¢
offering a portion to the gods.” An equally /"8
ful tale is handed down about another ren%oF
Rishi Vamdeo who in extreme destitutic *
to_codk and eat the entrails of a dog. ‘b}e
stories belong to, India’s pre-historic Uit
The well-known historian, Abdul Kadir 1
thus describes what he saw himself :- s At this
time (1556 A.D.) a dreadful famine r#7ist [y 5 b
Eastern provinces. The author w{’;m‘ " his




58

-eyes witnessed the fact that men ate their own
_kind, and the appearance of the famished sufferess
_was so hideous that we could scarce]y look upon
thera. What with the scarcity of rain, the famine

-and t_he desolation, and what with uninterrupted

_warfare for two years, the whole country was
-a-desert, and no husbandman remamed to t111
“the ground.”

Referring to this very famine Abul Fazl
'Writes i~ '
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~ Mapochi, an Italian traveller, writes that

' dj@rmg the two years of drought 1702 and 1704

_more than two million people perished in the

.Deccan, Parents were driven to sell their chlldren
- at eight annas, and sometimes at four annq,s

.each, but buyers could not be found, and sp
‘they died of starvation. The famine in Bengal
jn which at least one-third of the inhabitants
perished is thus described : “All through the
stifling summer of 1770 the people went on dying.
“The husbandmen sold their cattle, they sold _their
implements of agriculture, they devoured their
‘seed grain, they sold their sons and daughters tx}l
ag. length no buyer of children could be found ;

they ate the leaves of trees and the grass of
the field, and in June 1770, the Resident at the.
‘Durbar affirmed that the living were feeding upon
¢he dead. Day and night a torrent of famished
and disease-stricken wretches poured into the

_great. cities. At an early period of the year

pesnlencc had broken out. The streets were
‘blocked up with promiscuous heaps of the dying
and the dead. Interment could not do its work
quxck enough ; even the dogs and Jacka.ls, the
public scavengers of the East, became unable to
‘accomplish their revolting work, and the multitude
.of mangled and fostering corpses at length
_threatened the existence of the citizens.

Ip the famine of 1838, 800,000 perished at

- Agra, out of the total pqpulanon of 15} millions,
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Ever since the commencement of the British
i rule, famine has been recognised
Relief measures now . .

adopted by the Govern-  as one of the most difficult prob-
meet lems with which the Indian
Administration has to deal. The attitude of the
Government in dealing with famines has been un-
doubtedly most sympathetic with the people ; and
to adopt all possible measures in order to save
the lives of the famine stricken people, and to
‘relieve their distress have been recognised the
most important duty of the State. To guard
against the ravages of famine, the British Govern-
ment has undertaken permanent measures on 2
large scale. A department has been established
known as the * Meteorological Department”
which makes periodical reports about the rainfall
and other atmospheric conditions, which afford
a fair guide as to whether it is likely to be a year
of drought or unseasonable weather, thus giving
timely warning upon which relief works are at
once opened in any area of apprehended famine.
The Government, moreover, now receives weekly
reports of the conditions of the standing crops.
and statements of the market rates of food grains.
In each district a well-arranged programme of
relief works is always kept ready, and relief
circles of proper dimensions determined before-
hand. Sufficient supply of tools, spades, hoes,
'pigk-axes and baskets are kept in stock. In short,
the Government have organised the system.-of
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famine relief in a’scientific way. A famine code
has been drawn up for the guidance of officials.
Details of transports are all carefully worked out,

_so that help may be sent to an afflicted district

as quickly as possible. Special officers are trained
in relief work, so that the plans of Government
may work smoothly. The relief programme is
kept so complete in all details that on the receipt
of a telegram from headquarters, every man is
at his post and knows what to do like well-
drilled sailors on a sinking ship. ‘ '
As soon as famine breaks out, relief works
various kinds of Aare undertaken. Every one,
relief. who is strong enough, is provid-
ed with work and can earn a living, and care is
taken to explain to the people that there is no
disgrace in doing this kind of work. The work
is usually of a public nature, such as making
of roads, canals or embankments. The Govern-
ment officers are constantly on tour in the
villages, and compile lists of such sufferers as are
unable to work for themselves and they are
afforded gratuitous relief. The Government remits
altogether, or partially as circumstances reqliire,
the taxes payable by the famished. Loans are
granted on easy terms, and grants of money,
repayable over a series of years, are made to
districts for replanting and restocking farms.
Realisation of land revenue is suspended, and in
special cases altogether remitted, poor-houses are
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opened in or near towns and cooked food ts
provided to the poor, the sick and the needy.
Milk is provided for infants who are deprived of
their mothers’ milk. It has been found that when.
distress is severe, children are neglected by their
parents, even when the latter are given special
allowances of food ior them. Special precautions
have, therefore, to be taken to protect them and
children’s “relief kitchens” are opened under
official supervision, The crowding together of
many thousands in working camps is a serious
matter, from the point of view of public health.
Elaborate arrangements have to be made for
sanitation, and good drinking water has to
be supplied. Even with all such precautions,
epidemics of cholera sometimes break out. In the
year 1900, cholera broke out in a district in
Guzerat, and thousands perished in the course of
three days. All the camp servants fled away and
the whole camp was deserted. Only a few English
officers remained on the scene to attend and nurse
the sick, and to burn or bury the dead bodies.

As a safeguard against fever, quinine is
distributed free in all relief camps during the
months of September and October. The suscep-
tibilities of the people are respected, and poor
persons belonging to respectable families, and
purda women are.allowed to stay at their homes
and are given cash allowances to support them.
Professional beggars and habitual wanderers are
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provided food and clothing in the poor-houses
built for this purpose, and no effort is spared to
save the lives of the people. When distress is
acute, the Government allow public subscriptions -

“to be raised in India, England and elsewhere.

During the famine of 1897, for example, a relief
fund was opened by the Lord> Mayor of London,
after consultation with the Government of India.
Within twenty-four hours from the time the Lord
Mayor made his appeal, about four million rupees
were given to help the suffering Indian peasants.
Altogether far more than 15 millions was sent
from England to buy food and comforts for the
sick and the poor, subscribed by all classes of the
British public.
We generally regard famine and scarcity as
Famine o be distn- ONE€ and the same thing. In
guished from seareity.  reality this is not so. By famine
we mean the calamity when food grains are abso-
lutely unavailable in certain areas for lack of rains,
as was the case in old times, and millions perished
of hunger and starvation. In times of scarcity,
however, food grains are  not entirely inaccessibie,
but the prices rule high. Famine in its prbper
seuse is now no longer possible in India, as roads,
railways and extensive irrigation works have
proved to be the most effective means of saving
life. India is a vast continent, and failure of
crops due to lack of rains never afflicts the whole
of India at the same time. Prosperous provinces,
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therefore, are able to spare their surplus food for
their suffering brethren in another part of the
cbuntry, and the railways in a very short time
- transmit food from prosperous areas to famine
stricken districts. Since the produce of one pro-
vince is, in such cases, also shared by another, the
increased demand for food and the transit expenses
naturally raise the prices, but the afflicted districts
are saved from starvation. With the aid of the
telegraph, the trades people know the prevailing
prices in every part of the country, and they
arrange the transport of food grains to famine

areas, from the quarter where larger produce

renders the rates easier.

The famine that occurred in Orissa in the
Extent of famine Y€Ars ]865'_67 affected 47% mil-
velief. lion peoples, and the Government
directly provided relief to 235 million individuals
at a cost of ten millions; and if the indirect
. assistance accorded by the British Government in
the shape of the remission of land revenue be
included, the cost of the relief amounted to 15
millions,

The Rajputana famine of 1868 affected 40
millions of its population. Hundreds of thousands
fled from the native States to British territory,
where the Government had to spend five millions
to support them, and distributed Rs. 7,00,000
as gratuitous relief to the helpless and disabled
sufferers.
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The famine 'stricken area of Behar in the
year 1873-74 had a population of 25 millions.
The Government sanctioned 624 million rupees

for relief works, with the result that there was no

loss of life.

The famine which originally broke out in
southern India in the year 1876—-78 and subse-
quently spread to the Central Provinces, the’
United Provinces and the Punjab, affected an
area of 2,50,000 square miles with a population
of 60 millions. :

This famine was accompanied by the addi-
tional calamity of universal fever, which enhanced
the: number of annual deaths in India by more
than five millions. The relief provided by the
Government on this occasion cost 184 million
rupees, which included contributions by England
and British Colonies to the extent of eight
millions and a half.

In the year 1896-97 portions of Behar, the
Central Provinces, the United Provinces, and the
Punjab, with a population of 624 millions suffer-
ed from famine. The Government provided
relief at a cost of 724 million rupees in cash,
remitted land revenue to the extent of 12}
millions, and advanced 17} millions to the
cultivators. The total cost of relief included
Rs. 1,25,00,000 subscribed by the people of
England.
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The difficulties of the administration of relief
Peculiar  difficultios work.s in famine times are not
in the administration restricted merely to their un-
of famine relief, . . .
wieldy magnitude. The in-
habitants of India differ amongst themselves in
caste, in habits, in customs, in language, and in
religion. The same language cannot be under-
stood in all parts of the same province. Then
again thousands prefer starvation to residing in
a relief camp or touch the food which they con-
sider as unclean, unclean by itself or cooked by
unclean hands. Persons belonging to one caste do
not consent to eat with people of other castes. A
very large temporary establishment of officials is
required to manage and control thousands of such
capricious inmates of each relief camp. The
railways transport to the affected areas in a very
short time millions of maunds of food grains
from prosperous districts. It was impossible in
the absence of railways to import even one-tenth
of the grain in the afflicted district, particularly
because pack animals which required water and

fodder could not be taken to such areas. During

famine times all Government officers from the
Viceroy down to the district officer are constantly
on tour to g'emain in touch with the real state of
affairs, and neither cholera, nor plague nor any

other epidemic can stand in the way of these
official tours.
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As it is beyond human control to regulate

the rainfall, whatever steps the

Permanent safeguards o
against famine. Government may take to miti-

. gate famine, it is inevitable that famines- will

occur from time to time. The Government of
India, therefore, now maintains a famine insurance
fund in which 15 million rupees are kept year
by year. This sum is annually pr.ovided in tl‘{e
budget estimates. In years of famine, money 1s
drawn from this fund for the relief of the sufferers.
In prosperous times, portions of this.fu.nd are
spent on preventive measures such as irrigation
works, feeder railways, and other public works..
Thus, on the one hand, the Meteorological
Department reports every day the state of the
weather at important stations all over the country,
‘and forecasts of the probable monsoons are
furnished, and warned in time by unfavourable
weather symptoms, all export of grain is sFopped
as a precaution ; on the other hanfi, .rallways,
canals, steamers, and public subscrxptlf)ns sub-
stantially aid the Government in bringing down
death-rate in famines to a minimum. A hur}dred
yeats ago neither the people nor. the Governm?nt
ever thought that it was possible to cope with
famine. Now Indian commerce has progressed
with leaps and bounds under Brmsh rule, and 'all
big markets of the world bem.g open for Indian
goods, the prices of the Indian proc!ucts have
considerably increased, which has immensely
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benefited the zamindars and caltivators of this
country and has led to an increase in the daily
wages .of coolies and labourers. That is the
reason of the entire absence of the clamorous
complaints of hard times which we so often
heard some years ago when wheat was sold at 10
seers a rupee, whileit now sells at 5 or 6 seers a
rupee, yet the death-rate is lower and private and
menial servants are not easily available now.

In ancient times millions perished every year
Tncrease of popula- ON account of constant wars,
tion. famines and epidemics and the
population of India consequently never grew
beyond a certain extent. The census records,
however, now prove that Indian population has
of late been increasing at the rate of two millions
every year. This obviously shows that our power
of resisting scarcity, diseases and other calamities
has now considerably increased.

In times of scarcity the Government try to

. regulate the sale and storage of

Remedial measures . :
adopted by Government food grains to ‘CheCk €xcessive
:ﬁ,s?se the grain situa- proﬁteering. Recently G’OVCI‘H-

’ ment made a rule to the effect
that no grain dealer or land-holder should store
more than a prescribed quantity of food grains,
and they were not allowed to purchase or store,
or sell, .or export more grain without the previ-
ous permission of the authorities. But all such
rules were useless, unless the people themselves.
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I
co-operated with the Government and assisted thenx
by furnishing correct infarmation.. It is a well-
known fact that to avoid the consequences of the

_above rule, all those who had large stores of grain

distributed it oz paper amongst their relatives and
friends, and in their account-books showed a num-
ber of owners of the same stock, thus to all
appearance allotting only the prescribed quantity
to each supposed owner !

The wealthy bankers and grain dealers,
instead of investing their capital on works of
public utility, ordinarily employ it in purchasing
large stores of grain and then keep it locked, and
sell it ata time most favourable to themselves at
self-dictated rates. In themonth of July 1919
I happened to visit Shamli, a place in the neigh-
bourhood of Banat, my native village in the.
Muzaffarnagar district. 1 found that the bankers
and wealthy shopkeepers were actually advancing
money to the cultivators to sell all the produce of
their land to them at the forthcoming harvest
time, at the rate of six seers and three chhataks
(128 Ibs.) per rupee. although wheat now ordinarily
sells at about seven seers per rupee at the harvest
time. This is not all. The Indian capitalist is.
not -content with the usual rate of interest—six or
even eight per cent per annum. Theyaimata
much higher rate of profit on their capital and,
therefore, they all combine and raise the price of
food grains. When the capitalists are actuated
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by such selfish motives and the leading persons of
the locality, instead of using their personal in-
fluence or persuading public opinion in the interest
of the public, only encourage, by their silence, the
grain dealers and bankers in their oppressive
dealings, and do not assist the authorities by
.communicating to them the real state of affairs, it
is very difficult for the Government to ease the
situation.

The last »aéz crops yielded a good harvest
.of wheat., The rainfall has been sufficient during
the current monsoon season, and the &karif pros-
pects are good, and all export of grain has been
stopped, yet with all this, in August 1919 wheat
sold at 44 seers a rupee in the town of Bijnor.
These high rates can be cured neither by copious
rainfall nor by the Government. This is a self-
inflicted calamity which can be cured only by the
peoples themselves. But the difficulty is that many
.of the persons’who are in a position to approach
‘the authorities and can impart correct informa-
tion about the improper storage of grain by the
bankers and dealers are ordinarily themselves
:shareholders in the transaction and expect to fill
their own pockets with gold thereby.

By these comments we do not mean to com-
plain of high prices, because, according to our
young patriots, the profit money thus raised remains
in our own country. What we mean is simply
to point out that if the people are put to any
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inconvenience by this system of storing grain by
Indian capitalists, that inconvenience should in
all fairness be ascribed to our own countrymen.

. When our fellow countrymen are benefited by

this system, it is not just to lay the blame of high
prices and the dearness of grain at the door of
the Government.

CHAPTER XIV.

HEALTH PROMOTED.

The problems of improving the health and
Registration ofdeaths  Sanitation of India was not re-
and their causes. garded as a matter requiring
systematic organisation in the old days. The
former rulers made no attempt whatsoever to ascer-
tain the facts relating to death and disease over
the country. A perfect system of sanitation can
be established only when we know the period when
certain diseases appear, the death-rate due thereto,
and the means of prevention. To ascertain the
real state of affairs a system has been introduced
under which we are obliged to register births as
well as deaths and their causes. [f births fall
below the proper number, it shows that the people
are not prosperous, when deaths are more numer-
ous than they ought to be, enquiry is made into
the cause. The statistical information, so made
available, further, enables us to know what are the
local diseases, and the percentage of the popula-
tion suffering from them with fatal effects, and once
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“the true causes are known, it does not take long
for modern science to find out the means to check
them. The Government has employed highly
paid, trained experts for research work in order to
find out the causes of epidemics and other prevail-
ing diseases, and to recommend preventive
measures. These professional experts regularly
submit to the Government the result of their
enquiries and research with useful proposals for the
guidance of the sanitation department which now
forms a regular and well organised Government
institution. Religious and other prejudices, how-

ever, have so far stood in the way of improving the .

health and sanitation of India. Speaking generally
the people are almost totally ignorant of the laws
of health and for the most part ignore sanitation.
In epidemics of cholera, for example, they will not
boil water unless compelled by officials. The
poorest classes all sleep on the ground and would
not buy a cot or bedstead at the cost of alittle extra
work. The prejudice against vaccination has been
mainly religious as disrespectful to gods.  Sanitary
measures are resented and disobeyed,and riots have
occurred as the result of an attempt to clean the
houses and huts in plague-infected districts. Reli-
gious and ceremonial cleanliness goes side by side
with a reckless disregard for health. -For example,

the Hindu will: drink with eager reverence.
from the sacred river Ganges in which hundreds -
of thousands of human bemgs are ‘then actually,

bathing, and into which corpses are freely thrown.
The high caste man who will not even touch the
glass out of which the Viceroy has drunk, will squat

in the road and scoop up with a tuft of straw the

mud or dust of the public street with all its un-
nameable impurities and clean his lota (drink'ing
utensil) with the foul compourid.
Popular apathy to sanitary improvements is,
Sanitary measures however, now slowly giving way
and- consequeut de-  -t0 recognition of its advantages.
crease of mortality. .

In the country the management
of sanitation is vested in village and district autho-
rities, constituted on a popular basis and repre-
senting publicopinion. Slowly but surely sane ideas
as to waterdrainage and public health are spreading
among the peasant classes, thanks to the untiring
efforts of the British officials throughout the land.

The establish ment of municipalities under the
Local Self-Government Act of 1883 has advanced
sanitation in-towns. Most of the towns now have
a good water-supply and proper drains. The dis-
infection of wells, the supply of filtered water

and the construction of water-works have greatly
aided in driving out local diseases. All the streets
and lanes are swept and cleaned, and all the drains
flushed daily in every town, and the sweepings and
the night-soil conveyed far away from the town
and buried. These and other measures like these
have greatly reduced the death-rate from cholera,
dysentery and fever. Constant improvements are
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being carried out in the matter of housing, and
special officers are detailed for work in fighting
epidemics of cholera, plague, and small-pox.
Plague hospitals exist everywhere and the medical
staff labour unceasingly to check its spread and
to do what is possible for the sick. Some remark-
able results have been attained, for example, the
disease has almost been stamped out of the
Punjab. The mortality from plague which in
1915 reached the enormous total of 2,42,000 fell
in 1916 to 4,141. ‘

The large towns of Bombay and Calcutta
have Improvement Trusts, bodies authorised to
acquire compulsorily congested areas from Indian
landlords and sweep away crowded and insanitary.
quarters. A mere glance at the health statistics,
past and present, of larger towns like Calcutta,
Bombay, Madras and Rangoon will clearly show
the result of modern hygiene, the public health
there . being decidedly better and the death-rate
comparatively low.

The country is guarded against the introduc-
tion of disease from abroad by the institution of
port health officers under the supervision of
doctors who examine passengers and the seamen
and incoming vessels, and generally control the
health of the port. , o
~ In every province Sanitary Boards, presided
over by a Sanitary Commissioner, control the
work of the Sanitary officers. ‘
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Before the Crown assumed the government
in 1858, much had been done to-
provide medical institutions for
the relief of the Indians, but it is in the last half

Medical relief,

" century that progress has been most remarkable.

In 1857 there were 142 civil hospitals and dispen-
saries at which 6,7 1,000 people-were treated during
the year. There were in the year 1917 some
4,638 hospitals and dispensaries maintained or
assisted by the State at which 44 million
persons are annually treated, of which almost a.
million are treated as in-patients who are allowed
free board, lodging and medicines, and who are:
nursed by the hospital servants. There are:
besides 1,000 private institutions, and about
goo special hospitals are maintained by the State
for soldiers and the police, and by the -railway
companies for their servants. The number of
Indian practitioners qualified in modern surgery-
and medicine is now more than twenty times as.
large as it was in 1857. The surgical work has.
been specially appreciated by the people and has.
their entire confidence, more than a million and
a half operations are performed every year. One:
officer in the Punjab in a year did more than 1,700
operations for cataract, a common eye disease im
India.
To the medical needs of the women of India
Medical relief for the Government has in late years
women. given much attention. This has
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-always been a difficult subject owing to the purda
custom. Women of high caste could not attend
hospitals or dispensaries or be treated by male
doctors. Many women’s hospitals now exist, and
at general dispensaries arrangements are made for
their privacy.

Much has beeri done to encourage the train-
ing of women doctors and their assistants, and
for the training of Indian midwives. There
are now about 200 hospitals, wards and
dispensaries providing medical relief to about two
million women and children. At Delhi has been
built a medical college for women, known as the
Lady Hardinge Medical College. To it is joined
a hospital with 168 beds and a training school

for nurses.
Indian women are now gradually realising

that they could be greatly relieved, if properly
.attended to and nursed by qualified and trained

midwives, of the extreme pain and suffering to
which they were liable at child-birth in the hands

.of ignorant and foolish da?s, and the women of

poorer classes now generally avail themselves of

female hospitals in maternity cases. 1 had an
.occasion of personally watching a case of mater-

nity after child-birth, in the Victoria Hospital at

Delhi. Not only was the poor woman grateful
for comparatively easy delivery, but she was
nursed day and night by white nurses, and the
infant, dressedin: spotless white linen, was the

=
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object of the affectionate attention of the nurses
who attended on him by turns. = The whole
ward appeared to me a region of.a dream.
The selfless affection and sincerity with which

" the Lady Doctor, herassistants and nurses attend-

ed to all classes of patients appeared to me a
thing unknown in our country: o

Special hospitals have been instituted for the
treatment of particular serious
A \ diseases such as hydrophobia,
leprosy, lunacy, consumption and tuberculosis, in
which thousands of Indian sufferers are treated
every year. In the case of some of these hospitals,
the._ railway .fane and the living expenses of poor
patients during treatmentare provided by Govern-
ment.

. From early years of British connection with
India, and before England had
_ any political authority in the
country, efforts were made to introduce Western
medical science. Medical Colleges have since
been established at Bombay, Madras, Calcutta,
Lahore and Lucknow, in which more than 2,000
students are under training to prepare themselves
for the medical service of their cauntry. They
furnish yearly a growing number of graduatés

Special hospitals

Medical education.

- whose valuable services are now being gradually

appreciated all over India. They do duty at hos-
pitals and dispensaries and a very large number of
them find useful and lucrative careers in private
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practice. Besides  these colleges there are 17
medical schools situated in different important
towns of India in which 3,000 Indian students
are under instruction and training. These schools
too annually supply a large number of certificated
practitioners. '

Medical experts§ have invented very useful
. New surgical instru-  SUrgical instruments which help
ments. to a great extent in mitigating
pain and alleviating human sufferings. The
miracles of X-ray apparatus are now well known.
By means of this apparatus the surgeon is able to
examine the skeleton of a living person and
actually see if any bone has brokerf or dislocated;
or any bullet or a piece of it is lodged in any part of
the body. There are fine instruments in existence
now which can in a moment cure diseases, which
were formerly considered incurable. '

Cataract is a common eye disease in India,
eyesight is one of the rarest
divine gifts, and thousands of
Indians who annually lose thetr eyesight by con-
tracting this disease, practically lose all happiness
of their life. Formerly the disease was treated
with eye powders. Illiterate and ignorant men
operated upon the eye with locally made coarse in-
struments, and success was for evident reasons
only rare. Now trained and experienced surgeons
within a few seconds cure the patients of blind-

Treatment of cataract.

ness, while the patient remains absolutely ignorant
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of the operation till it is over and he begins to
see. A few drops of a liquid are poured into the
eye just before the eperation, which dulls the eye-
ball and the patient does not at all feel the stroke

‘ of the lancet.

As mentioned before a surgeon in the Punjab
performed 1,700 successful cataract operations in
one year. What a great blessing, but it can be
appreciated only by those who know by experience
how life is rendered miserable when a man loses
his eyesight. ,

Small-pox “is one of the most loathsome and

Death-rate  from dangerous diseases. It was so
small-pox considerably common and fatal in India that
decreased. .

in some parts of the country
there isa proverb ¢ A mother can never say she
has a son till he has had small-pox.” Vaccination
had to fight to gain public favour, but it is now
general. The earliest year for which accurate
information is available is 1877. In that year
40,27,000 persons were successfully vaccinated.
Since then the numbers have increased. About
ten million children are now yearly vaccinated,
and it is rare to see one of them disfigured by
small-pox. In all provinces there has been a
clear dimiriution in the prevalence and the severity
of the disease.

Inoculations against cholera, plague and tuber-
culosis are also available for the people and are
utilised more and more each year. ’
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The Government annually spends a milliont
and a half on vaccination operators.
Chloroform deserves to -be regarded as
avention of chioro- * & _ miracle of the medical
form. science.

It is a liquid the inhaling of the vapours of
which renders the patient unconscious, and any
surgical operation can be performed on a chloro-
formed patient. Any portion of the body may
be ripped open, any bone may be cut off, mended
or replaced, any piece of the flesh severed from
the body, without giving the slightest pain to the
person operated upon. [n respect of the virtue
of relieving patients of a good deal of pain and
suffering, few blessings can compare with chloro-
form. -

In India the most fatal of all diseases is

Distribution of qui malaria. To cope with this the
nine. Government introduced from
South America the Cinchona tree from the bark
of which is obtained quinine, which has proved
an effective remedy for malaria and many other
kinds of fever. .The Government gets it manu-
factured under official supervision, and it is distri-
buted to the pecple ata nominal cost through
the post offices. Sometimes and in some districts
it is given away to any who apply for it at the
dispensaries, and ,Children:ce_i.n obtain it at schools
free.
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"CHAPTER XV:.
THE EXTENDED SHARE NOW ENJCYED BY
THE INDIANS IN THE ADMINISTRATION
OF THE COUNTRY.
As is well known, Indian Princes rule over.
Onethind area of ODE third of the whole area of
{;;ﬁ:iesmled by Indian  India and’ with a population of
' about 8o millions. The British
Government has no hand in the internal adminis-
tration of these native States
At the census of - British India it was found
Proportion of Eng. that three million persons were
lishmen and the Indians  in the service of the Govern-
in Public Services. R .
ment in all its departments
of administration, and in 1904 it was discovered
that 28,280 Government posts carried a salary
of Rs. 75 per month and upwards. Englishmen
are seldom appointed to posts with salary of less
than Rs. 75 per month, all such appointments
being usually held by the Indians. Of the 28,280
higher posts, less than 6,500 were held by English-
men, who were either brought from abroad or
recruited in this country, to administer the affairs
of 230 million peoples. The Indians held the
remaining 21,800 posts, and we all know it as a
fact that the number of Englishmen in the various
services of the Government has been gradually
decreasing, and that of Indians increasing, during
the past twenty years. More recent figures are
not available, but it can be afirmed without fear
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of contradiction that. .the number of English

officers in India is certainly much less now than
it was before.
To what extent our rulers have steadily
Large number of .. associated us with the adminis-
@os io other services.  tration of our country may be
fadged from the fact that 70 years ago there
was no Indian on the Bench of any supreme
or Chief Court, or in the Legislative Council, or
in the Civil Service, whereas there is not a judi
cial tribunal in India, high or low, where we have
-not had our share of representation on the Bench.
Some of the most eminent Judges of the High
‘Courts of Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, Allahabad
-and Patna have been Indians. Out of a total
number of 46 High Court Judges, twenty were
Indians. The Chief Courts of Lahore and Ran-
goon have Indians on their Benches, nor are the
‘Courts of Judicial Commissioners in the Central
Provinces and Oudh without Indian elements.
An Indian was appointed in the year 1919 to the
post of the Under-Secretary of State for India,
and in the Ccuncil of the Secretary of State
‘three Indians of fame now hold their seats.
-Since the publication of the second edition of this
‘book, a distinguished [ndian, who was raised to
@ peerage in England, has recently been appoint-
ed as Governor of a Province in India, the high-
-est post of trust in this country besides that
‘of the Viceroy and Governor-General of India.
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In the Viceroy’'s Executive Council, which
governs India, there are three Indian gentlemen
of great eminence in charge of the Revenue,
Education and Legislative Departments.  These
three Indian gentlemen now form part of the
Government of India. Each of the Executive
Councils of Bengal, Bombay, Madras and Bihar
has an Indian member to participate in the
ad ministration of the Province.

The Imperial as well as all the Provincial
Legislative Councils largely consist of elected
(non-official) Indian members, who invariably
constitute the majority in all the Provincial
Legislative Councils.

The superior officers of the Civil administra-
tion are drawn chiefly from the Civil Service of
India. This service now consists of 1,319 per-
sons, of whom more than seventy are Indians,
and this number is steadily increasing.

A memorandum on the results of Indian
Administration presented to Parliament in 1909
says: ‘‘The Provincial Civil Service in 1908
comprised 2,263 Subordinate Judges and Magis-
tracies. Of these 2,067 were natives of India,
and of the remaining 196, the greater -number
were Eurasians or domiciled Europeans. With
the development of the country, the administra-
tive staff has greatly increased. These new posts
have fallen in the great majority of cases to in-
‘habitants of the country. Except in the highest
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branches of control, the proportion of Europeans
has been reduced until their numbers have
become relatively insignificant. This change
has been largely brought about by a rule adopted
in 1879 that appointments made in India, carrying
a salary of Rs. 200 and upwards should ordinarily
be reserved for natives of the country, and
that no appointment might be made in contraven-
tion of the rule without special sanction. While
Europeans have thus been excluded from all
posts except those specially reserved to them,
Indians have been admitted to a very considerable
share in higher offices. They manage by far ‘the
greater part of the business connected with all
branches of revenue and with the multifarious
interests in land.” They dispose of the greater
part of the magisterial work. The duties of
the civil courts, excepting the courts of appeal,
are almost entirely entrusted to Indian Judges.”
Besides the two chief branches of the Civil
Service there is a subordinate service in each
province. This is entirely Indian. As it is in
the Civil Service, so it is in all the Indian services.
"~ The premier medical service is the Indian
Medical Service. This has always been open to
the Indians and it has now about 300 Indian
members. There is no post in the higher or in
the Provincial Engineering Services to which
men recruited from the . Indian Engineering
Colleges may not rise. Similarly Indians of

85

'1é‘arn’ing, ability, and " academic “distinction can-
not be shut out of any office in the Imperial or
Frovincial Educational ' Services.- Many Indians

. have recently been appointed - in the Indian

Educational Service, the highest branch of the
Education Department in- India. L
Indian barristers and advocates now consti-
tute the majority in the legal profession, and
some Indian barristers are known to have refused
the Judgeship of the High Court, as they were
earning more money through their legal practice.
The armed forces of India consist of one-
third Englishmen and two-thirds Indians, vyhile
in the Police, the District and Municipal Boards
almost all the employés are Indians. :
To prepare the Indians for self-government,
Local self-govern.  DDiStrict, Local and Municipal
meat. Boards were introduced . since
1871. ~Before the mutiny, local committees
existed in some districts, and in" some parts of
India, the town panchayats still survived. But
these bodies were consultative only. Since 1860
a comprehensive system of Municipal Govern-
ment has been created. In 1883 Lord Ripon’s
Government passed the Local Self-Government
Act which established Municipalities in all towns,
and Boards in the districts. By this Act and later
legislation the management of all such questions
as drainage, water-supply, lighting, road construc-
tion and ‘repair, trade licensing, buildings and
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town planning are now in the hands of the people:
through their elected representatives.

The functions of the Municipal, District and
Local Boards are similar, but the activities of the:
Municipal Boards are restricted to towns, while:
District and Local Boards are concerned with all.
improvements pertaining to rural areas.

The duties of the District and Local Boards.
are various. They are called upon to spend their
revenues for the construction and improvement of
roads, bridges, hospitals, vaccination, drainage,
water-supply, primary education, markets, and rest--
houses. The public roads of the district are under
their control and are kept in order by them. The:
drainage of the district is constantly looked after
by Inspectors, whose duty it is to report anything’
wrong to the District Board. The existence of
any infectious disease within the district or the
local area must be notified to the District or Local
Board, whose duty it is to see that prcper precaus-
tions are taken to prevent the disease from
spreading. In the towns and cities questions of
health, of management and maintenance of hospi-
tals, of instruction and upkeep of roads, of the:
founding and control of schools and other local
affairs are all entrustéd to the Municipal Boards.

The most important power which is vested
im the various forms of Local Self-Government:
Low.l Boards, District Boards, .and Municipalities.

is:the:power to raise:moiiey from the electors by
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means of what are called “rates and cesses.”
Rates and cesses are imposed upon the people of
a locality by local authorities for local purposes
only. Income from rates and cesses is occasion-

ally supplemented by aids and grants from Govern-

ment revenues. All the members of the Municipal,
District and Local Boards are Ihdians, the majority
of whom is elected by the people, while some are
nominated by the Government. They are elected
for three years. The Chairmen of the Municipal
Boards are invariably non-official Indians, while
many District Boards also have Indian Chairmen.

These Boards are linked to the Legislative
Council, by a system of direct representation on

them, and thus afford ample scope for the public
spirit of their members to rise to the greatest
heights. There are now more than 800 municipal
towns in India with a total revenue of over QO
millions. The largest municipal towns are Calcutta,

"Bombay, Madras, and Rangoon, and between them

they contribute not less than 4o per cent of this
total revenue. : ~

Besides the Imperial Legislative Council,
every province has a Legislative
: Council of its own, in which
elected non-official members, who are all Indians,
form the majority. These councils are, therefore,
representative of the people and make laws and
-regulations for - the province, No tax or expendi-
ture can be levied or incurred without the sanction

' Legistative Council.
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of this Council. The members have a right to put
questions and receive answers from the Govern-
ment concerning the condition of affairs in the
country. In the Imperial Legislative Council, too,
the number of elected non-official members, who
are representatives of the people, is almost half,
and they have the same rights as the members of
the Provincial Councils.  Officers are now very
cautious in the use of their powers as their actions
are subject. to criticism in the Councils by the
representative Indian members.

All that has been mentioned above refers to
the share already enjoyed by the
Indians in the administration of
the country. The Indian Reform Scheme, which
is under the consideration of Parliament, is a
great advance on all the past administrative re-
forms. The historic announcement, in Parliament,
of British policy, on 20th August 1917, concerning
India, plainly declared that Great Britain was
resolved to afford all possible facilities to the
Indians to attain self-government for India as
soon as practicable. According to this scheme
the Indians will be more closely associated
with the government of the country, and Indian
ministers, chosen from among the elected non-
official members of the Legislative Councils,
will directly control many important branches of
Indian’ administration, and they will be chiefly
responsible to the councils who will ‘represent the

The Reform Scheme.
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people. This scheme will introduce the preli-
minary stage of responsible government in India.
As the Indian ministers gradually prove their

_capacity for this responsible task, more and more

departments will be entrusted to them till India
is wholly and solely governed by Indians, which is
the long-cherished ideal of the Indian patriots.

{ Note.—This scheme has siuce "been sanctioned, mide Preface to the
second edition, ! o

CHAPTER XVI.

THE POLICE AND ADMINISTRATION OF
JUSTICE.

As we all know so well, we owe much to the
Police for the safety of our life
and property. We can easily
realise the value of the services rendered by the
Police, if it were rémoved from a district even
for a short time. Thanks to the Police adminis-
tration of the British, the country is now free
from the gangs of dacoits, thugs, and profes-
sional thieves which used to infest it. The days
when men could commit murder with impunity
are gone for ever. Gang robbery is .fast becon’1- )
ing a thing of the past. The Police force in
India consists of two hundred thousand officers
and men, and the total cost of the Police in the
year 1917-18 amounted to 85 milliops.

The Police,
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) In other civilised countries the Police is look-
ed upon as a blessing, but such is not the case in
India. The Indians look upon the Police as an
institution hostile to the people. The reason is
not far to seek. We have not yet learnt to instinc-
tively abhor crime—nay—the general tendency
amongst us is to sympathise with the criminal; even
if a murderer comes to us, pursued by the Police,
and appeals to our feelings of mercy, by narrating
a doleful tale of his crime, we are ready to offer
him shelter under our roof. Every criminal, even
a habitual offender, can very easily manage to
secure copious evidence in his defence, with the
result that the Police is faced with insurmountable
difficulties in the performance of its duties in
tracing the offender, in securing proper evidence
against that offender, and in getting him convicted.

Lack of co-operation, on the part of the people, .

compel the Police to adopt measures which are
not agreeable to the people in general—hence the
unpopularity of the Police. But undoubtedly it
is not the Police but the moral standard of our
countrymen which is mainly responsible for this
condition of affairs.

. As regards the defeets, occasionally com-
plained of, due to the personnel of the Police force,
who have not yet risen to a high level of civic
consciousness, let us bear in mind that most of
the Police force are after all our own countrymen,
and the higher the moral heights to which we
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rise as a people, the better will become the

£haracter of those who will be paid to police us.
When the people will have learnt the secret

that in the safety of the life and property of our

» neighbours lay the safety of our own life and

property, and will have further learnt to spontane-
ously hate crime and to feel 'sympathy for inno-
cence, all the difficulties of the Police will come
to an end, and the Policeman will be regarded as
much a blessing in India as he is considered in
other advanced countries.
One of the great blessings of English rule
Administration of 1S that in the eye of law all
Justiee. men are equal. Any one who
violates the law is punished. No man can claim
favour because of his race, rank or wealth.
Such legal equality was unknown in India before
the freedom-loving English came. The process
of the law can now be invoked against the Prince
as against the pauper. The laws have been
simplified and codified, and British India is now
in possession of codes which approach the
highest standard of excellence which this species
of legislation has reached. In form, intelligibil-
ity, and in comprehensiveness, the Indian codes
stand against all competition. The improvement
that has taken place in the administration of
justice in India is remarkable. It may now bear
comparison with the efficiency of any system exist-
ing any where in theworld. Justice is administered
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openly. The courts can be visited by any one.
Any person, so long as he conducts himself. in
an orderly and respectful way, can sit in courts
and. listen to the proceedings. This is a most
important feature of the liberty granted to India.
If it happens that any official is biassed, or even
desires to preveht justice, there is always the res-
traint of this publicity on him. The .condu.ct of
every trial is in accordance with definite r‘ules. as
to evidence, the privilege of cro‘ss—exammat.lol},
and the thorough hearing of both sides. In crimi-
nal cases the proceedings cannot go on save in the
presence of the accused. .E vidence has to be given
on oath or solemn affirmation, and there are severe
penalties for perjury, that is, giving false evidence
" on oath. All sorts of safeguards have been pro-
vided in the law to protect the accused frgm
injustice. For example, a confessi9n to the .Pohce
éannot be used as evidence against a prisoner,
unless repzated by him toa Magistrate. Itis nowa
settled rule, never departed from, to appoint to judi-
cial offices men of high education and upright
character, who before their appointment have
received a sound legal training.  With the progress
6f the training of magistrates, the length of criminal
trials has become less, and with the growth of their
talents and the increase of their salary has comea
much higher standard of honesty and sense of duty.
_ Every province has ‘a High Court, which
has full control over all courts, civil and’ crimin’_al,
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in that province. " The Judges of the High Courts
are appointed by the King and may be removed
by him only, so that they are beyond the control
of the Local or Indian Government. Thus even
when the people have claims against the Govern-
ment itself they may be sure of an impartial hearing.
The strong bulwark of British rule in India is dhis
impartial administration of justice. ‘
During the Moghul period, the officer in

- } charge of the local troops was
eold proceedings . . 4
why criminal courts  @lso the chief magistrate of his

W . . .
Foujdaricourts 7~ district, and it is for this reason
that the criminal courts of the

East India Company long retained their old ap-

‘pellation of the Foujdari or Army Departments.
- In many of the Native States the Chief Magis-

trate is still known as Foujdar or a military

commander.

The system of criminal justice in those days
was that all capital cases had to come before the
Nawab Nazim (Provincial Governor) himself at
headquarters, and other cases of an important
nature went before the Naib Nazim (Assistant
Governor). Foujdars and Kotwals (Military and
Police officers) had jurisdiction over offences of a
minor nature. In the district, zamindars (landlords)
exercised unlimited criminal jurisdiction. They
were required to report -decision of capital cases
only to the Nawab (Governor). Inall others there
was no check or control over thein.
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Since India came to be under the direct rule of
the Crown, the number of courts
has largely increased, so that
we have not now to travel far to seek redress
from wrong The Penal Code has simplified the
law of crimes, as the Criminal Procedure Code
hag,put the method "of enquiry and prosecution
on a systematic- footing. The higher courts are
there to keep the lower courts in check, and
owing to the system of appeals from one court to
the next higher court, it is not at all easy for 2
‘miscarriage of justice to take place.

Present facilities.

Justice is administered openly. The decision
Public confidence in
courts, presence of both the parties.
Friends of each party and many others are usually
present in the court during the hearing of cases.
Any person can sit in court and listen to the pro-
ceedings. Under such circumstances the institution
of hundreds of thousands of cases in the courts
every year obviously indicates : (1) that justice can
now be had cheaper—at as little cost of time and
money as possible, (2)that many facilities now
exist for securing justice through the courts, (3)
and that the public has compleie confidence in
their decisions.

If such were not the case, people should have
hardly been persuaded to have recourse to the
courts of justice.

of cases are arrived at in the’
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CHAPTER XVIL
THE GROWING WEALTH OF INDIA.
Very recently a case came up before the
Judicial Court of Oudh. It was

Habit of locking up

 capital in ornameots 3 family dispute for the proper

and jewellery, . . . » .
distributior, among the family

members, of gold bars worth one hundred thou-
sand rupees. The gold weighed more than a
maund. During the hearing of the case it was
found that the disputed gold bars -were kept
buried in the earth for fwenty years! If the
amount were invested even at five per cent per
annum, it should have doubled itself in that period,
but according to the custom of the country the
money, instead of being profitably employed, lay
useless for so many years.

In the meeting of 19th February 1919, of
the [mperial Legislative Council, the Hon’ble Sir
James Meston (now Lord Meston), in the course
of his budget speech, remarked that during the
preceding four years our mints turned out 1,200
million rupee coins, but silver rupee was not in
evidence ; that if he purchased a thing worth one
rupec and offered a five-rupee note to the shop-
keeper, he returned four one-rupee notes, and:
if he demanded silver coins in exchange, the
shop-keeper looked annoyed as if the demand
was unreasonable and out of the question, “Where
had all that silver coin gone?” enquired Sit



196

Meston of all the members present in the

ame® . One of the Hon’ble Members answered
Couﬂclfull Council, without any fear of contradic-
in th? pat it was all converted into ormaments.
gion, . any one like to verify the Hon'ble
Shou " s statement, he should personally sit for
Membhoufs at the " shop of some well-known
som€ i his town, who deals in gold and silver
panke” ats. He will find hundreds of poor people,
Ofnamed women, from the neighbouring villages,
men'a his shop in order to purchase or sell a
visitt? ¢ of rupees or of smaller silver coins.
necklaids of such necklaces, in which the original
Hu? l;;oiﬂs are used, are bought and sold every
silve”, every town. So much about the silver
day lﬂused in their original shape But when
coin? pecomes scarce and sells at a rate higher
silve’ one fupee per tola (weight of a rupee), as
tha? _  casein July 1919, the goldsmiths melted
was nds of silver coins into silver lumps and
thou® made considerable profit by selling the
thuse (o those who required silver for making
sam ents. .
OrnaE’ very one knows to what extent the Indians are
still fond of precious ornaments
e of ™ and jewellery. Men, women
' d children all wear silver and gold ornaments i.n
an dia- In Rajputanaalmost every man and parti-
Iﬂl arly a woman carries several seers of (a seer=80
i;’las") silver and gold on his or her person.

Us
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- According to the census of 1911, there were
12,63, ¢,00 gbldsmiths in 1ndia whose sole business -
is to mgke silver and gold ornaments.  Supposing
that each goldsmith earns only as much as an
ording,y labourer earns daily at the minimum
rate of eight annas per day, and that the rate of
wages for making silver orfiaments is two annas
per rupee, which is the current rate even now,
then g goldsmith makes only silver ornaments
worth four rupees every day, which is a ridicu-
lously gmall estimate and has in fact nothing in
commgp ‘with the actually large income of gold-
smiths, Taking these low figures as our guide,
each goldsmith makes ornaments worth Rs. 120
a month or worth Rs. 1,440 per year. All the
Indian goldsmiths thus make ornaments at least
worth gpout Rs. 1,820,000,000 every year. The
constany melting and renewal of old ornaments
into ney, keeps the business going. Whatalarge
sum hgpelessly locked up and rendered useless
to the country which is so much in need of
capital |

Experts have estimated that since the dis-

Estimae  of the covery of America, 400 years
world's [ duce of ago, up to the year 1910, the
gold and silyer. total outturn of gold in the world
amounted to 671 million ounces (5,25,000 maunds),
and of g;[ver to 11,000 million ounces (86,00,000
‘Maunds), These figures represent the past pro-
duce of gold and silver throughout the world.
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Trade experts are unanimously ot opinion, which-

is based on actual facts and figures, that India
has absorbed the largest share of the gold and
silver produce, and that the demand is now grow-
ing fast.

Gold and. sitver im- . Rehablfe statxst}cs exist of
ports into India during  gold and silver which has been
the past seventy years. N . ' .

imported into India since the
year 1840,
From the year 1840 and 1910, in the course
of seventy years, India absorbed gold worth 3,600
millions, which is more than one-tenth of the total

gold produce of the world during the above men- °

tioned seventy years. The population of India
forms one-fifth of the total population of the globe,
and thus India had a fair share of this precious
metal. A large quantity of gold must have exist-
ed in the country up to the year 1840, and
according to the estimates framed in 1910, gold
worth some 4,125 millions already existed in the
country till the year 1840.

During the same period of seventy years,
silver weighing 2,250 million ounces (1,75,000
maunds) was imported into India, and this was
a third of the whole silver produce of the world.
Previous to that period, India’s stock of silver is
calculated to be 2,500 million ounces (19,50,000
:maunds) or one-fifth of the world’s stock of silver.
‘All the silver possessed by India is estimated to be
worth more than 6,000 millions at the present rate.
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‘Gold and silver is imported into India on
Nature of gold and private account in exchange for
silver imports. Indian exports, as well as on

Government account in the form of coined sover-

eigns. In this chapter ‘'we are concerned with
gold and silver imported into India from foreign
countries only on private account, in return fer
the excess of Indian exports over its imports.
This quantity remains in the possession of the
people and is generally sold through well-known
bankers and precious metal dealers to be converted
into ornaments.

Between the year 1900 and 1910, a period
of ten years, India imported
gold worth 1,230 millions and
silver worth 1,370 millions, that is to say that India
absorbed both these precious metals worth
Rs. 2,60,00,00,000.

Ten years’ imports,

According to the speech of the Right Hon'ble
lmports during the the. Secrt.ttary o.f Sm!;e for
four years ofthe great India, delivered in Parliament

war.
on 12th May 1919, 51,62,02,000

- ounces of silver (more than 40,00,000 maunds)

entered India from outside during the four years
of the great war, from which some 1,50,00,00,000
rupees could have been coined. The gold market
report of Messrs. Samuel Montague & Co., quoted
by the “Pioneer” of 29th May 1919, announced
that during the five years of war from 1913-14,
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gold worth Rs. 81,00.00,000 was absorbed by
India, and that this quantity exceeded one-half of
the world’s annual gold produce.

In accordance with the most recent official
_ The average annual Statistics, the price of the annual
fmport. import of gold and silver during
the five years preceding the war averaged respec-

tively Rs. 28,86,34,000 and Rs. 7,20,91,000 oOf
‘both worth more than 36 crores per year.

In the year 1917-18, gold  worth
Rs. 25,17,80,000 and silver worth Rs. 19,04, 20,000,
or both to the value of Rs. 44,22,00,000 were
absorbed in India.

As stated above, all these figures refer to

the private commercial imports of both these
_precious metals.
_ The average import of gold on Government
account, in the shape of sovereigns, for the five
years preceding the great war, was worth 35
‘million rupees per year.

All the old and recent figures quoted above
distinctly prove that the demand for and absorption
of foreign gold and silver into India is yearly
increasing, and our country, instead of becoming
poorer under the British rule, gets more than 400
millions worth of gold and silver every year from
foreign countries and the men who possess and use
“these precious metals must necessarily be growing
richer and richer every year, and the capital of the
‘eéuatry is consequently increasing year by year.

. ordinarily look poor.
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It is not easy for any one in India to know
the men " of wealth of this
R Jiicalt ¢ country, as they usually maintain
Indian millionaireswho 5 beggarly appearance. - As
Indian millionaires are invariab!y
in the habit of burying money, or keeping it In
underground cells, or locking it up in ornaments
and jewellery, instead of employing it profitably,
and as no open business is carried on by th(?m,
onany large scale, except quiet money-lending
in the district, on exorbitant rates of interest, no
one can have any estimate of their riches. Bel.ow
is quoted an interesting story typical of the Indian
millionaires and men of great wealth. .
A wealthy banker, who, asis the case with
almost all Indian millionaires, was a miserly
fellow. Whatever he earned, he either buried it
in the earth, or hoarded it in underground dark
cells. He ate poor food and wore tattered clothes.
Once upon a time he was going out on a journe.y
during the hot season, and his wise and sympathetic
wife secretly put some sugar in his brass lofa
(narrow mouthed brass water-pot) thinking that
when in the intense heat of the noon he would
take out water from the well with that /Joéz of his,
the syrup (sugar mixture) suddenly going down

‘his throat, will refresh him. When the banker

reached a well at noon, he took out water with
his /ota, and according to custom threw back his
head and with his eyes shut, began to pour down
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water from the /Jofe in his mouth from above, and
when he for the first time felt the sweetness of
the sugar mixture, he was startled and suddenly
stopped the process. Looking into the lofa and
finding that it had sugar in it, he guessed the
whole thing, but dreading familiarity with any
sort of luxury, he' poured down the contents of
the /ofa in a hole near the well. This hole
happened to be the'abode of a serpent (god of
wealth) which was delighted on having this
offering of cool, sweet and refreshing beverage.
Having had his fill, the serpent came out of the
hole and enquired of the beggarly millionaire what
he wanted of him, and told him that he was only to
name the boon which would be granted forthwith.
The suddenness of his good fortune puzzled the
banker, and he begged the god of wealth toallow
him time to consult his prudent wife, before naming
the boon. Time being granted, the banker re-
turned home and narrated the incident to his wife
and asked her advice asto what boon he should
ask for. She urged him to beg for the possession
of his own wealth. The husband was annoyed
at this silly suggestion, as his wealth was already
in his possession, and so ought to beg for some-
thing else. The wife, however, persisted in her
advice, and as the husband believed in her superior
wisdom, he returned to the serpent’s hole, poured
another /¢4 of sugar mixture, and on the serpent
. coming out again, the banker respectfully prayed
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to the god of wealth to grant him his own wealth.
The serpent thereupon looked puzzled at this
unexpected request, and told him to name any
other boon as the millionaire’s wealth was in the
possession of his brother-in-law who might not
be persuaded to part with it.

The millionaire persisteé in his request, and
as the serpent had already given him his word of
honour, he reluctantly granted him the boon.

The millionaire was now returning to his
town, but it being day time, he for the first time
felt ashamed of his tattered clothes and so hid
himself in a clump of trees till dusk, and when he
entered his house, he felt annoyed at seeing his
wife cooking the food with her own hands. He
told her that she could afford to employ servants
and so it was not becoming her dignity to stoop
to menial service. The next day the banker felt
ashamed at walking on foot in the streets and so
purchased a'carriage and horses, had a good
house, employed many servants, provided all sorts
of comforts for himself and his wife and both
began to live like a prince and princess. Many poor
men who formed his establishment in this way
began to share his wealth. '

This story is meant to serve as a warning to
those who keep their hoarded wealth locked up,
neither using it themselves, nor allowing others
to avail themselves of it,
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There are many similar beggarly millionaires
in India but it is difficult to find them out.
As has been pointed out in the Chapter on Trade
and” Manufactures, the excess of India’s sale-
proceeds of her goods sold to other countries,

over the price of her purchases from foreign

countries, amounts to more than 8oo millions
every year, and this excess is received in India
in cash, in the shape of gold and silver, and thus

the capital of our country is multiplying.
It is not, however, necessary that gold and
silver which India receives every

The poor are also .
benefited by the coun- ye€ar from other countries should

try’s wealth, .

benefit only the rich. The

growing wealth of the country is shared by all
classes of people in the shape of enhanced wages,
salaries and prices of commodities. When certain
classes in a country have got wealth, it must filter
down to the various classes of artisans, menial
servants, workmen and labourers. However high
may be the prices, and whatever may be the con-
ditiens of life in India at present, the wealth of
India is, as a matter of fact, annually increasing, but
the misfortune js that it is not profitably used.
Properly used money is the seed corn of money,
and in few couatries it is more needed than in
India. Here, however, its harvest sometimes
consists of robberies and murders.
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It has been nientioned before that there are
12,63,000 goldsmiths in India,
o e peduer- busy day and night in rendering
i:giml.'se‘ess India’s usele.ss India’s growing capital,
Making allowance for unhelping
women and children, each goldsmith is supposed
to earn a petty income of eight annas per day or
fifteen rupees per month, which is very much less
than the actual income of the poorest goldsmith.
This amounts to saying that instead of utilising
our capital on some profitable undertaking, we
annually spend 224 crores (2274 millions) to
paralyse that money of ours which is so much
needed by our country. This amount far exceeds
the sum which India has to pay every year as
interest to the capitalists in England for the
money we borrowed from them, on very cheap
interest, for the construction of our railways, canals
and for other improvements of our country. We
could have very easily made twice as many
railways and canals in India with our own capital,
if we had only wished to do so, and thus should
have ourselves enjoyed the enormous sums of
money which go out annually in the shape of-
interest. '

We quite know that it is our ornaments and
jewellery which are often the causes of horrible
dacoities, constant thefts and numerous loss of.
children’s life, but with all this knowledge, our
zeal for trinkets is only growing. Formerly silver
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and gold ornaments worth Rs. 500 constituted
the average of a middle class man’s household,
but thisis now considered incompatible with the
digiity of better paid men and the demand and
variety of ornaments are consequently on the in-
crease, and gold ornaments are now replacing

" silver ones, Formerly it was considered improper
to wear gold ornaments at the ankle, but I now
find heavy gold anklets being introduced in some
families related to mine.

If our popular “leaders” should pay part of
their attention to this social reform, and preach
the advantages of employing our capital on pro-
fitable business, it will greatly add to the pros-
perity of the country,

The ever-increasing demand in India for

gold and silver is chiefly due to
anﬁ_’“'miﬁfa‘off“ﬁ'&':; our customs and mode of living.
tmh:m;gsc::;?ig?xs:)bflegé?g When we shall have learned to
and silver.

spend our money on better
houses, better food, better clothing, and better
sanitary environments, our demand for gold and
. silver will naturally decrease.

As a matter of fact, we now generally live
like the poor and helpless people of the advanced
countries, and so long as this state of affairs
continues, absorption of gold and silver will also
coritinue.
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CHAPTER XVIII,
IS INDIA BECOMING RICHER OR POORER?

The wealth of India was handed down as a
India's old reputation  tradition from Roman times, and
for riches. has for centuries been an accept-
ed belief in Europe. There is usually an element
of truth in such a belief, and the tradition of
wealth of this country appeared to rest on a very
solid basis. In the first place, India has always
been the greatest accumulator of the precious
metals known to commerce. Besides her own
production of gold, by no means inconsiderable
even in ancient times, India absorbed bullion to
an extent which seemed, to the economists of by-
gone centuries, to threaten the depletion of
Europe. But in the power of amassing gold and
silver, India is unquestionably richer now than
ever. There is yet another sense in which India
appeared to our ancestors to be a very wealthy
country. It had a number of kings and princes,
and the lavish magnificence alike of the imperial
and of the local courts seemed a proof of the
inexhaustible riches of the people. The early
travellers never realised that India was of the
size of twenty European Kingdoms, and that the
Indian courts must be compared in number and
display, not with the palace of his own single
sovereign at home, but with all the courts of
Europe. The lIndian princes, moreover, were
compelled by the absence of any system of
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national credit, to hoard great 'sums with a view
to meeting sudden demands, such as the mutiny
of their troops or the rebellion of a too powerful
kinsman. These hoards they kept to a large
extent in precious gems, so that the national
reserve fund was also a principal means of
courtly. display. The enormous cash balances
of the British Government, however, are hidden
away in strong rooms out of sight, while
the peacock throne blazed with its diamonds be-
fore the eyes of every foreign ambassador and
traveller. It is these ambassadors and travellers
which are atthe bottom of India’s reputation for
its fabulous wealth. As a matter of fact, however,
former accounts of India’s riches dwindle into
insignificance when compared with its present
wealth.
The Presidency cities are visible proofs of
The wealth of th€ increasing wealth of India.
<Caleutta and Bombay.  “ There is more accumulated
wealth, ” says Dr. Huater, “held by natives in two
cities of British India—Calcutta and Bombay—
cities which a couple of centuries ago were mud
hut hamlets—than all the treasures of the imperial
and local courts under the Moghul Empire.”
The population of each of these two commercial
chief towns of the country now exceeds a million,
and they are studded with innumerable imposing
buildings, and abound in large prosperous com-
',m‘e\rciaﬁl"ﬁrms and thriving mills, which annually
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transact. business of hundreds of millions, and
provide work for several hundred thousands of
poor Indians. '

The grand palatial buildings of Calcutta
which are occupied by European -officers and
merchants do not belong to them, but are owned
by Indians who realise rent at very high rates
from their European occupants. ‘

- We should be very cautious in forming opinion
Old accounts of S to the accuracy of narratives
India’s wealth about old India, because the
accounts of ancient India were written, and are
being written, long after the actyal occurrences
of events described. We are told, for instance,
about' the ancient city of Kanawus, that its sur-
rounding wall measured about thirty miles, and
that it contained thirty thousand shops of defte/-
sellers. These same writers inform us that when
the invaders of Ghazui raided India and conquer-
ed Punjab, they returned with a rich booty con-
sisting of 700,000 dznars or gold coins, in cash,

- 700 maunds of gold and silver articles, 200 maunds

of pure gold and 2,000 maunds of silver, and
20 maunds of jewellery. The same raiders are
said to have carried away on another occasian,
from Muttra, one hundred camel loads of silver
goodsand five gold idols weighing 20 maunds.
A third time when they invaded Somnath, the
56 pillars of the famous temple were studded with
precious jewels. The hanging gold bell had a
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heavy gold chain weighing 200 maunds, and it is
estimated that the booty carried away by the invad-
ers this time amounted to one hundred millions.
Nadir Shah is reported to have carried away from
India booty worth 700 millions, of which the
peacock throne alone was worth seventy millions.
Taking a camel load to be equivalent to ten
maunds, and dzzar equal to sixteen rupees, and
the cost per fola (weight of one rupee) of silver
and gold respectively at one rupee and twenty-
five rupees, and supposing the average price of
costly jewellery to be at Rs. 200 per fo/a, the
whole booty referred to above, besides the 700
millions of Nadir Shah, amounts to less than
18 crores or 180 millions. This coupled with
Nadir Shah’s rich booty including the peacock
throne and all other treasures amounts to less
than one thousand millions. And according to the
statement of the Secretary of State for India
Comparison of old 10 Parliament on 12th  May
with new. 1919, the price of silver only
which India absorbed during the four years of
the great European war, was half as much again
as all the rich booty carried away from India by
so many foreign invaders on various occasions as
mentioned above.

In ancient India the rulers regarded their
Formerly a country’s  kingdoms as their private pro-

_wealth was regarded .
8 private property of perty, from whlch the.y drew
: what they pleased. Their courts
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blazed with gold and jewels, giving a false idea
of the wealth of the country. But now the wealth
of a country is judged by the prosperity of the
people, and it is our object to show in this chapter
whether India, judged by this standard, is poorer
or richer than before.
At present the total amount of exports and
A country can be imports is considered as a very
wealthy oniy by means good test of the wealth of a
of extension of trade, -
country. They show how much
a people have to sell and how much they can
afford to buy. An increase of commerce therefore
denotes an increase of wealth. The ignorant and
half-educated in all ages and in all countries have
looked upon the past as the golden age and the
present as the iron age. But history unquestion-
ably testifies to the fact that instead of the old
times in India being peaceful and favourable to
the growth of industries and commerce, the
frontiers were subject to frequent invasions,
constant wars prevailed, provinces were swept
clean by the Mahratta cavalry, and the whole
country was infested with robbers, thugs, dacoits,
and suffered from Pindari raids. Times, however,
have now changed, crime has been suppressed,
the country has been to a very large extent freed
from robbers, thugs, dacoits and highwaymen, the
Mabhratta inroads and the Pindari raids are now
a thing of the past, and peace and quiet reigns
all over the country. The construction of roads
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and railways has greatly improved the means of
communication and transport, and canals and
other improved means of irrigationi have consider-
'ably‘ enhanced the annual produce of the land,
how then is it possible that Indian commerce.
should have been ﬂourishing more in ancient
India than at present. When the produce of
India is decidedly larger than before on account
of the developed resources of the country, it is
physically impossible that the commerce of our
country inold days should have exceeded its
present extent, or, in other words, the people
should have been more prosperous then. I[f
anarchy and confusion are incompatible with
peace and prosperity, and if peace and prosperity
are the natural outcome of order and good
government, the inference is plain, that the
prosperity of our country must have increased
through peace and suppression of crime.

Mr. Manmohan Ghose, the Bengal delegate

Harmful custom of 10 England, remarked thus some
worehipping the past.  years ago in Calcutta :—

“I felt alegitimate pride in the ancient civilisa-
tion of India, but I was bound to say that an
undue and exaggerated veneration for the
past was doing a great deal of mischief. 1t
was quite sickening to bear the remark
made at almost every public meeting that
the ancient civilisation of India was far
superior to that which Europe ever had.”
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-Dr. Bhandarker, one of the most eminent
Indian scholars, has 51m11ar1y remarked —

“Here 1 feel myself in duty bound, even at

the risk of displeasing some of you, to

make passing allusion to the most uncriti-

cal spirit that has come over us of praising
ourselves and our ancestors indiscrimi-

nately, seeing nothing but good in our
institutions, and in our ancient literature,
asserting that the ancient Hindus had

made very great progress in all the
sciences, physical, moral and social, and,

. the arts—greater even by far than Europe

has made hitherto and denying even the

most obvious deficiencies in our literature,

such as the absence of satisfactory histori-

cal records, and our most obvious defects.

As long as this spirit exists in us, we can

- never hope to throw light on our ancient
history, and on the excellencies and defects

of our race, and never hope to rise.’ '

Keeping in view the healthy adv1ce of both

(1) Enormous growth these Indian patriots, we should
of foreign trade. bear in mind that eighty year$.
ago, the total exports and imports of our country,
in the year 1840, amounted to Rs. 19,00,00,000
(or 190 millions) whereas in 19r7-18, the corre-
sponding total exceeded Rs. 4,00,00,00,000 (4,000
millions!), that is to say that Indian commerce
has ‘multiplied twenty times, within the past eighty
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years. We have pointed out before that an in-
crease of commerce denoted an increase of wealth,
and'when our commerce has increased to such
an_extent, increase in the wealth of our country
was inevitable. The aim of commerce is to sell
our produce in.the most favourable market, and
to secure as large a profit as possible. The greater
the produce, the larger the profit, particularly when
we have to sell more and purchase less.

Notwithstanding steady reduction in the rates

(3) Area under crop Of (GoOvernment revenue, the
has largely increased-  anpual increase in the income
under.the head * Land revenue ” distinctly shows
that the area under cultivation is increasing year
by year. Not only has far more land been brought
under cultivation, but the crops are very much
larger and the harvest more certain through 66,200
miles of irrigation canals.

“The margin of cultivation has rapidly ex-
tended on all sides. Where formerly the roar
of the tiger broke the stillness of the sleeping
jungle, the busy hum can be heard of the multitude
reaping the golden harvest. A more careful

cultivation has also enabled valuable crops to take
the place of less valuable crops .. ... wheat is

now grown on land which formerly yielded nothing
but a poor crop of joar or bajra.”— Mr. T. N.
Mukerji—in “ The Indian Nation."]

. lmproved means of communication and trans-
- -Port have resulted in a larger export of Indian
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produce, the enormous profit on the sale of which,

has benefited the agricultural classes of our
country which form the bulk of its population
India now supplies the whole world with jute.
Its cotton crop is the second largest in the world.
It sends abroad very large quantitics of rice,
wheat and oil-seeds. In fact it 'pays its bill for

_imports and merchandise and treasure and dis-

charges its other international debts mainly by the
sale of agricultural produce.
Foremost among the results of British rule,
(3) Development of which have materially benefited
industries India, is the development of new
industries and the growth of great centres of
trade. Commercial cities in the proper sense of
the term did not exist in ancient India. The
development of city life in India has led to the
growth of a new industrial career for the people.
Formerly the industries of India were essentially
domestic wanufactures, each man working at his
own hereditary occupation at his own loom, or at
his own forge. Under British rule a new era of
production has arisen in [ndia—an era of produc-
tion on a great scale, based upon the co-operation
of capital and labour in place of the small house-
hold manufactures of ancient times. The enor-
mous growth of cotton and jute industries, which
owe their existence to the new commercial life
developed by the cities of British India, has result-.
ed in importing a vast amount of treasure from
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foreign countries, which has goné into the pockets’

of the Indian cultivators. Besides these rural
industries, there are a number of manufactures and
productions which more specially appertain to the
industrial development of great towns. Coal
mines have been discovered in several provinces
and now employ Hundreds of thousands of Indian
oriners. Mills and steam factories have followed
the opening up of the coal-fields. All these mills
and factories mean substantial gain to the country
and its people. . :
“The English,” says Dr. Hunter, **have had

. to build up from the very found-

by putne” bendins ations, the fabric of a civilised
;m‘é:vﬁm:'ii;:?’;y: and Government. Thematerialframe-
work for such a Government—

its court houses, public buildings, barracks, jails,
post offices, railway stations, hospitals, colleges
and schools—have cost more than 1,500 millions. ”
~ This estimate refers to public buildings that
were in existence forty years ago. It would be
much less than the actual estimate, if we double
the figures for the.grand and imposing public
buildings which have been erected during the last
half century  There were 1,30,000 miles of roads
and 36,286 miles of railways open in 1917. The
length of irrigation canals including the smaller
branches is estimated at 66,200 miles. In 1918
there were 78,714 miles of telegraph lines. The
railways, bridges, irrigation canals, and telegraph
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lines constitute by themselves very valuable pro-
perty, and have greatly improved the resources
of the country, provided employment for millions
of poor Indians and enhanced the income of the
people. Roads and railways have enabled such
produce of the country to be brought to market,
as was formerly unsaleable. The private buildings
by which India has been enriched during the last
century far exceed in value the public buildings.
These public and private buildings of the
value of thousands of millions add to the country’s
capital, and do not point to the poverty of the
country to which they belong.
The nature of our purchases at once discloses
the extent of our prosperity. In
(5) The nature of .
imports shows increas- former days the Indians used
ing wealth of India,
lcaves of trees or earthenwares
at their meals, now they use copper and brass
utensils and even precious crockery. This is
one of the earliest evidences of improvement in
the general condition of the people. In the
year 1917-18 copper and brass utensils worth
Rs. 2,75,00,000 were imported into India.
~Enormous quantity of imported sugar is
consumed in India. In the same year, sugar worth
Rs. 15,32,00,000 came to India from Java, Mauri-
tius, China, Egypt and Germany. The consump-
tion of sugar in our country is growing fast.
The average quantity of sugar used by every
:person in India far exceeds the corresponding



218

average in many other European countries,
Impoverished people cannot afford to go on
increasing their expenditure on a thing which is
after all a luxury.

Our wants have greatly increased and we
have to meet these wants by the sale of our produce.
Increased wants, however, are a sign of increased
prosperity. 1f we now feel a desire for better houses,
better clothing and better food, and find ourselves
more or less in a position to satisfy that desire,
it must be assumed that we have greater means,
Ze., greater wealth, at our command than
formerly.

In the year 1916-17, India purchased 4,778
motor cars worth twenty-one millions and a half ;
tobacco worth twelve millions and a half ; liquors
worth twenty-five millions ; glass, fifteen millions;
matches, eleven millions and a quarter ; bicycles,
two millions : clock and watches, two millions ;
children’s toys, four millions; umbrellas, four
millions ; and fireworks, ¢ne million.

These imports show that the people now
care more for their personal comfort, and that as
the ‘people of India have now more money than
before, they can buy several articles which may
be called rather the /uxuries than the necessaries
of life, :
The large import of foreign umbrellas, for
instance, which are used not only by the rich,
but also by the poor, proves that our umbrella
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purchasing power has increased five times of what
it was ten years before. Similar is the case with
other imports.

Expenditure on liquor, and opium, and on
litigation is increasing, and these obviously require
large sums of money )

The springing up of large cities like Calcutta,
(6) Thespringing up  3OMbay, Madras, and Rangoon,
o ;ee::r:;'l;zsi;;i;jgn which are entirely the creations

of the British rule, cannot be
said to be the outcome of the growing poverty of a
country. If you are the resident of a town, then
enquire and ascertain for yourself if there are not
now many more and much better houses in the
town than there were fifty years ago, and vMether
these better houses have not been built with money -
earned within the same period; whether the
prices of house sites have not greatly risen, and
the rate of interest considerably fallen since 1860.
If you live in a village. you might enquire if the
price of agricultural land has not greatly risen,
and the houses which were built of mud and
thatch fifty years ago, are not now built of much
better materials with tiled roofs. You might also
ascertain whether artisans, cooks, domestic ser-
vants, agricultural and other labourers do not now
get higher wages than they did fifty or even thirty
years ago. You might further enquire if the sons
and grandscns of those who formerly went about
in a Jangoti (narrow strip of loin cloth do not
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now wear dhoti (leg dress), jackets and head-

dresses. You might ask whether the villagers do
not now possess household utensils made of brass

and copper in place of the earthenware utensils

which alone their forefathers could afford fifty
years ago. You will find that the oldest inhabitants
of towns and villages would be able to supply

you with valuable inforniation on the above and.

other similar points.

Increasing income from railways, post.
offices and telegraphs the

“{7) Larger income . .
from Railways, Posts springing up of a large number

and Telegraphs—growth . ‘ )

of deposg:spin Savings Of banks, invested capital, and
Banks.
tions, large mills and factories worked by steam
.engines and electricity, which now support

millions of poor Indians, the sum of two hundred

millions in petty deposits at the post office savings
banks—these and many other similar facts in no

way suggest the growing poverty of a country.
We have seen that the absorption of gold and

‘ . silver by India has increased
(8 Increasing

absorption of gold and marvellously. s it credible:

s
silver,

that a countrythat was steadily

being - impoverished by its present system of

government could absorb about four hundred

millions worth of precious metals every year, pre-

ferring them to the necessaries of life ? ln the
preceding chapter we have quoted an extract from

the budget speech of the Hon'ble Sir James.

the enormous money transac-
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‘Meston delivered in the Tmperial Legislative
Council, in response to which another Hon'ble
‘Member declared in the full Council that during
the four years’ period of the great European war
1,20,00,00,000 silver rupee coins were converted
into ornaments. ‘ )
The currency of a country isa good test
(o) Disappearanceof O its comparative wealth. In
cowries. former times cowries were large-
ly used as money. 4,096 cowries were reckoned
equal to one rupee. At the beginning of the last
century it was said of poor Bengalis ““that they
think in cowries.” Up till 1820 the revenue of
Sylhet, then a district of Eastern Bengal, was paid
in cowries of which 700 millions had annually to
be sent to Dacca. These cowries have now alto-
gether disappeared from the country, and are
nowhere to be found. Even copper coins are not
much in evidence as people now prefer to have
one-anna and two-anna pieces instead. Currency
notes and bank cheques are becoming more
popular, ‘
Twenty years ago, during the famine of the
(10) Domestic ser- Y€Ar 1896-97 wheat was selling
vants not available now. gt geven seers per rupee. and
cloth was cheap, yet there was a universal outcry
that life had become a burden to the people and that
if the rate went up higher the whole of India would
die of starvation. Men and women servants were
willing to serve for simple food. I know many men
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and women who willingly became slaves of well-to-
do people merely on the promise of being fed once a
day. Compared to this state of affairs, wheat
now sells at less than five seers a rupee, the cost of
ordinary cloth is four times higher, but there is no
general outcry due to this extraordinary scarcity,
and what is most remarkable, domestic servants—
men or women—are totally scarce now. The

rise in the monthly pay of servants is immaterial, -

the trouble is they cannot be had at all.  Inmy own
place I recently requested a pessimist, who was
dilating upon the poverty of the people of these
times, to introduce me to an able-bodied man or
woman who slept with hungry stomach. I was not
shown any, but was informed in a way of protest
that it was not the old poorer classes who -were
the sufferers now, because by the opening of new
industrial careers and increased wages they were
now doing well, but that it was the middle classes
who were now overtaken by poverty and were
the real sufferers. This gentleman who on my
enquiry admitted himself to belong to the middle
classes, and was dissatisfied with his pecuniary
circumstances, was wearing Solah hat and dress
to suit it, worth about Rs. 50!
It is needless to try to find out what has been
(11) Every  person said or written about the poverty
should judge of his and prosperity of India by such
own condition, S . .
a distinguished writer or great
man. Every man must see and judge, for himself,

. (13) Poverty of certain
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his own personal income, his own house and
furniture, his dress and food, and his way of
living, and decide for himself in what way and to
what extent it differs from the condition of his
forefathers ; the comparison will at once reveal the
fact whether his circumstances and environments
are better or worse than before.

We do not mean that every individual in
(12) We do not mean India is now happy or that
that poverty does not  poverty has altogether disap-

peared from India. The poorest
classes are still very poor, but then poor and
miserable men have existed and still exist in
every age and in every land. But by all economic
tests that can be applied, it is clear that even
their condition is improving.

As is the case in other countries, poor classes.
do exist in India ton. But
classes dve o local this poverty of certain parts of

India is the direct and inevit-
able result of the over-population of those parts.
of India. The mass of husbandmen are living
in defiance of economic laws. A people of small
cultivators cannot be prosperous, if they marry
irrespective of the means of subsistence, and allow
their numbers to outstrip the food-producing
powers of the soil, and be at the same time abso-
lutely unwilling to migrate to less congested areas.

The permanent remedies for such poverty
of India rest with the people themselves, The
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late Sir Madhav Row was one of the ablest
Hindu- statesmen of modern times. He thus
points out the nesd of reform in some Indian
customs :— ““ The longer one lives, observes and
thinks, the more deeply does he feel that there is
no cowmmunity on the face of the earth, which
suffers less from political evils and more from
self-accepted or self-created and therefore avoid-
able evils than the Hindu community.” '

There is yet another unfortunate circumstance,
that agriculture forms almost the sole occupation
of the mass of the population and that no remedy
for present evils can be complete which does
not include the introduction of a diversity of
occupations, through which the surplus population
may be drawn-from agricultural pursuits and led
1o find the means of subsistence in manufactures
or some such support. The gradual development
of industrial resources of the country, the spring-
ing up of commercial centres and consequent
enhancement of trade have already been dealt
with. But it requires ample time to provide
occupation for all the 330 million people with
conservative tendencies.

In this chapter we have sought to determine

‘o whether the condition of the

Corclusion. . .

Indian people is better or worse
for British rule. There can be no doubt thal
after making allowance for the difficulties and
disadvantages which the necessary changes from

*
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~ the medizval to modern India have involved, the
answer is that ‘it is far better, and what is best
of all, there are undoubted signs that it is slowly
but steadily improving.” SR
Food is dearer, but wages are higher evep
for the lowest classes. The country is being'
rapidly opened up. Millions of acres that once
scarcely grew enough grass to feed goats now
‘.bear harvests so ample in good years that India
is able to export, after her people have been
supplied with the necessaries of life, vast quantities.
of food-stuffs, receiving in return hundreds of
millions of rupees. Land is worth far more than
it was, and almost every class of population lives.
better than formerly, while beginnings have been
made of great industries enriching hundreds‘c').f'
thousands of Indians. |

CHAPTER XIX.

“THE DRAIN” OR THE HOME CHARGES.

Some writers and speakers spare no pains
in leading their fellow-countrymen to believe that
British -administration of India has in no sense
been an advantage to the country, and that the
British people are foreigners who come to India
for a time only, and do not make their homes in
this country, and that consequently a considerable
portion of India’s wealth is “ drained away” into
a foreign lapd, leaving India poor and miserable.
India, they say, has been sending away, year after
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year, from joo to 600 millions as her annual
tribute to England, and that this tribute, for
which not a penny is received in return, has
pauperised India. The impression is given that
the  English are a flight of harpies preying upon
the country, or so many leeches sucking the blood
of India. Facts, however, tell a different tale
altogether. As has already been shown in de.tail
in the preceding chapters, India, far from .bemg
impoverished. is now more prosperous than it was
ever before. The words of Burke, applied to
England last century, exactly represent the state
of some of our countrymen’s feeling in India at
present :— ' These birds of evil presage at all
times have grated our ears with their melancholy
song, and by some strange fatality or other, it has
generally happened that they have poured forth
their loudest and deepest lamentations at the
-period of our most abundant prosperity.”
The fact is that our women folk being abso-
lutely uneducated, we have no
v “home training,” our powers
of ohservation, comparison and judgment are
seldom cultivated in the earlier stages of life, and
we do not learn to independently think for our-
selves. When I was under training as a pupil
teacher at the Government Training College,
Lahore, in the year 1600, there were about twenty-
five graduates—M. As. and B.As.—in our senior
“class. Our well-known Principal, Mr. -Knowiton,

Qur strange beliefs.
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once enquired how many #es the camel had. - He
put this question simultaneously as well as indivi-
dually to all the educated young men in the class
bpt none could give the correct answer. T he;
reason is not far to seek. We daily see a number
of camels but we were never taught to observie
any part of his body. Some said a camel had five
toes, some said four, while others pointed out i
had no toes at all but a completely circular foot !

Similarly our Principal once asked one of us one

afternoon to show him a planet. Every one of us

~ was straining his eyes upwards to the heavens to

see if any was visible in the daytime ; none thought
of the huge solid earth under our feet. Unobse%v-
ant, unenquiring, unthoughtful, having no sense
of proportion and not used to independent think-
Ing, we are simple enough to believe anythin
Consequently ours is a land of strange beliefgs.
The bulk of our countrymen still seriously bel; -
that {:he earth rests on a cow’s horn, and yth le}‘:e
cow,1n order to relieve that hornof h,ers of theat o
mous burden, occasionally shakes it off to the z?:r'_
horn, and the consequent Jerk is felt by the occer
pants of the globe as an earthquake. Wit t:-
exception of very few, the people generally bel; .
in the existence of demons and fairiesy onle;e
Caucasus mountains which is universally be; o
to be the land’s end on all sides, Y are ool
vinced that the Himalayas which a
gods constitute the earth’s boun

Many are con-
re the abode of
dary. As it is
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almost impossible to shake off these time-honoured
“false beliefs from the minds of the vast majority
of ignorant masses, it is equally 'impracticable to
persuade some of our persistent semi-educated
young men to give up the crazy notions of India’s
impoverishment under, the British rule.

""" 'This oft-repeated poverty grievance of the

' Jgerance of wue new generation of young Indians

sute of afwirsat the g chiefly based on their utter’

yoot of all misunder- N , o
atanding. ignorance of the real condition

of affairs. The words of Sir John Strachey may
be appropriately quoted even now :— '

« These institutions give, in the English lan-

guage, a more or less good imitation of the purely
scholastic part of an ordinary English education,
but the young men of Indialearn in them almost
nothing about their country or about the Govern-
ment under which they live, and least of all are
they taught to be good and loyal citizens.”

The mischief due to ignorance of the actual
condition of affairs is growing and creating among
the imperfectly educated classes antipathy, bitter-
ness and hatred towards the present Government
of the country. This is, as a matter of course,
harmful to the country itself. '

The British Government on the one hand is
too powerful and too considerate, while the bulk
gi the gogu}a.{ﬁoﬁ ':to"o‘ -deeply sunk in ignorance to
De appreciably affected by any hostile vituperation

ca £ <, L N - » - = .. P
Ampaign, anj.re{»sgu)ly retarding our progress
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towards the gozl, by assuming an unfriendly atti-
tude while a conciliatory attitude and - friendly
co-operation with the Government alone is respon-
sible for all the progress we have already achieved
and can bring about the consummation of India’s
bliss.

It has been amply demonstrated in the fore-
going chapters that India has immensely gained
during a century of British control, and enjoys
good government, and security of person and
property which it never enjoyed before. All the
good that has accrued so far to India is certainly
not the result of any coercion but of good inten-
tions on the part of the Government and friendly

co-operation on the part of the people.

Those who say that India’s prosperity suffers.
India paga no tribute  {FOM ' the drain ” assert that the
to England. whole of what are called the
“ Home charges"” are a drain on India’s wealth.
They declare that all Indian expenditure in-
cutred in England is in the nature of a
¢tribute paid by India to England, and that
England is draining India of its wealth for her
own benefit. S
‘We have already placed obvious and broad
facts before our readers to judge for themselves
independently whether India was becoming poorer
or richer, and it is now our object to show that.
“ no énormous and ruinous tribute is exacted from
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India to be spent in England.” Whatever India

pays to England, it pays on pn&ely business lines.

‘and entirely in its own interest.

The amount which India annually remits to

Theamountof home - Englandis very often highly ex-
Sharges  lee aenen aggerated and occasionally mis-
from railways. stated, although the Government
makes no secret of the transaction, and annually
publishes in the official Budget estimates all the
~ items constituting the home charges. In the
Budget report for the year 1919-20 receutly
published by the Government of India, we find
that the total of home charges for the preceding
year amounted to 345 million rupees (23 millions
sterling).

It should be borne in mind that the actual
income of India for the year 1917-18 aggregated
about 1,750 millions, of which all the receipts from
railways came up to 700 millions, and deducting
the working expenditure incurred during the
year, the net income to the Government under
this head amounted to Rs. 362 millions, By
quoting these figures we mean to point out that
India’s net income from railways far exceeded
the total amount of all the annual home charges.

The home "charges include three items of
'feems constituting the ~ €xpenditure incurred in England
home charges.” for India :— -
272:{x) India has'to pay interest at low 'rates
for this capital with which ithas constructed the
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material frame-work of its industrial life—its rail-
ways, irrigation -wor*, cotton mills, coal mines;
indigo factories, tea gardens, docks, steam naviga-
tion lines and debt. For that capital it goes into
the cheapest market in the world, London, and it
remits the interest, not in cash, but in herown
staples, which that capital has enabled it to pro-
duce, and to bring to the sea-board. We have
shown elsewhere that our countrymen are averse
to profitably investing their money at a cheap rate
of interest—hence the need of borrowing capital
from foreign bankers. About half the amount of

. home charges (nearly 170 millions) goes towards

the payment of this interest on English capital.

(2) India has to purchase stores, materials,
etc, of all kinds worth about 75 millions for the
Public Works, construction of railways, bridges,
and irrigation canals, which India has hitherto been
unable to produce and which can be bought
more cheaply in England. For every rupee thus
spent, India has had each year an equivalent in
steel, iron or manufactures. '

The payment of these two items of home
charges in fact represents a real bargain for India,
as it receives in return capital and materials to
develop the resources of the country. :

(3) The remaining amount of the home
charges covers all other expenses incurred in Eng-
land for the ““good government” of India to which
we owe the peace and security that alone have
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rendered possible our country $ industrial develop-
~ment. This sub-head of home charges includes the
salaries of the supervising staff in England {the
India Ofﬁce) the furlough al]owances, the | pensmns
and gratuities of the whole military and civil
serv;ces, who have glven their life's work: to India,
the munitions of war, a section of the army meihd-
ing the costs of its recrun:ment and transporf

" India's expenditure on “good government
15 as essential an item for its mdusmal develop-
ment and repays itas higha proﬁt as the interest
whlch it pays in England for the capltal w:th
whlch it has constructed its dockyards rallways
and canals, Now these are the details of the
Home charges which have ‘long constituted a
standing grievance and which has from time to
time led to the publication of sensational mis-
lréédfng articles headed “ Spoilation of India,™
“ Bleedmg to death " etc. —-the very reverse of the
truth, o

" Some edncated people of our country are

Hatred of foreign Prone to detest the system of
apital. borrowing foreign capital, and
deplore the payment of large amounts in the
shape of annual interest. But they seldom devote
thexr thought to the reality that Indian bankers

[1‘5011 —According' to' the Indian reform scheme sanctioned by
Facliament and o be shiortly enforced, the expenditureon India Office, the

p_p,f the Seeretlry of State for Indmlnd his Comml \nll hence[or-
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and capitalists were never willing to part with

their capital at so low a rate of interest as

‘three or three and a half per cent per annum.

There was no hope of the required amount of

.éaplta.l forthcoming in India, and under the

drcunistances, if the Govemment of India had
not . tried to borrow money from another

.cheaper market, or the English capitalists should

have refrained from lending such enormous
sums at such an extraordinarily low rate of interest,
to be employed in a djstant country, we could
not have had our railways, bridges, and irrigation
‘tanals. Not only has the borrowed English

-capital helped in the material development of
.eur country, but is invested in railways, canals,
-dnd other public works which bring in each year
-aireturn of four, five, or seven per cent profit on
-eapital. - Sometimes, as in the case of the eastern

jumna canal, the profit is more than 20 per cent,
we should remember that when : the low rate of

‘tliree and a half has been paid, the rest stops in our
-own country, In the case of aninvestment which

pays seven per cent India makes a profit as great

.as the foreign shareholders make, and has in
-addition a railway, a canal or some public work,
-3dding to. the wealth and fettility of the land.

"Even if such an arrangement were looked
wpon as;a simple business transaction, any shrewd
man would think himself very clever if he could
persuade somebody to give hiur.the money te -
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buy something he needed very' badly, and. yet

get as much interest on the loan as the lender,
while keeping the thing bought.

‘The importance to a country of public works

How Indiaprofitsby Such as railways and irrigation

foreign capital. _canals is the increase of national

wealth. The more the land is opened up, and-

new districts made to yield crops, the better and
cheaper communications between districts become,
the more the wealth of the people increases. Out
of this wealth come wgages, rent, cartage, and
railway charges and the other profits on which
the people live. Even if all the profits earned
by such a beneficial undertaking as the Jumna
canal were paid away to foreign shareholders
instead of a sixth part only, India would still
profit by such borrowing. - For, before any divi-
dends can go to shareholders, there are wages to
be paid, work on repairs to be done, local dues
" to be settled, dll sorts of charges in connection
with the upkeep of the canal to be met. We
must not forget also the enormous initial cost of
the work, the very large part of the foreign
noney that has gone to thousands upon thousands
of coolies and other Indian workmen.

The railways of India, built with English
money for the most part, have created a new
industry and a new source of wealth. About a

-.g,miiﬁon“lndnans cafn a living each yearas servants
o ‘ bompames "When other
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chargcs have been paid and all their families
supported, when the interest due to those in
England who lent the money has been paid, even‘ :
then there is more profit for India.

The benefits which India has gained and
will gain in the future from the development of
her industries and from cheap means of commu-
nication will much more than repay it for
the interest it has to remit to England. But at
present these truths are very dimly realised.

The pessimists also grumble that those
kemittance to Eng. English.men who. come to India
land by officials and as officials and merchants do
merchant. not spend all they earnin the
country, every year they send some of the money
to England where they will spend their years of
retirement, *
- As to officials it is almost impossible to deter-
mine how. much of their salaries is sent to their
homes. Most of them send some money, but it is
certain that very few are able to send half their pay
away. Many spend all of it in India, and some who
have private means spend that or a part of itas well
as their pay. Then there is the merchant class.
Those who are anxious to make the ‘worst of
“ the drain " assert that, apart from these known
payments, the salaries and the pensions of officials,
a large amount—some say that it is as much as
150 millions or even 180 million rupees—repre-
senting the surplus earnings of merchant firms 'is
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sent out of India yearly This is more than
double the annual pay of all the Europeam officials
"in India, civil and military, and it is hard to
believe that the comparatively few European
merchants in India earn more than all the civil and
military officials put together. There is no doubt
that many British merchant firms do earn hand-
some profits, and that large sums are sent to
England each year. It seems at first sight as if
the presence of English merchants means a sheer
loss to India. But this is not so. They also
must be reckoned as part of the price India has
to pay for its secunty and its progress. While
they make money in India and send perhaps a
portion of it out of the country, they are helping
India. By their enterprise, skill, wider know-
edge and experience, they encourage and increase
trade. Sometimes they open up entirely new in-
dustries. Take for example the case -of jute.
‘The whole of this wonderful industry, supporting
thousands of ]ndians of all classes, is due solely
to the energy of British merchants. There can
be no better example of what foreigners can do
for a country than the history of the jute industry
in’ Bengal. In 1855 the first spinning machinery
was brought out to Calcutta from Dundee, and

the first mill erected. Eight tons a day was the

output at first. It is now nearly 3,000 tons a day.
tn ‘1850-51 the value of jute to India was a
listle .over 40 million rupees. « In' 1go8-0o9 the
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value.rose to 320 millions. India owes an in-
calculable debt to the men whose energy and
abxhty have endowed it with an industry enrxchmg‘

its people more and more every year.
As regards payments for services rendered to

the country, every Government must pay its.
servants. If there were an indian instead of a
British Government at Delhi, these salaries and
pensions would have to be paid. The objectors.
to *‘ the drain ” say :—* Yes, but they would be
pald to Indians, and the money would remain in
the country. The official serving or pensioned
would live and die here.” That is perfectly true,
and the only answer to this argument is to ask
the question “ Does India profit in any way as a
result of having a foreign government?” A few
minute’s consideration will show us that it un-
doubtedly does.

No one will dispute that it is due to the great
Advantages pecatiar POWeEr of England, the respect
to British rule. . and fear in which she is held
throughout the world that India is safe from:
foreign aggression, from which it always has
suffered in the past before England took over the
government, Thanks, too, to England it is that
peace has been established and maintained
throughout the length and breadth of the country.

Now let us suppose that India was inde-
pendent and had no more to do with the British
Empire. - In ‘that case a portion of the home
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charges spent on salaries and pensions to English
. officers will be saved to India. But that would
‘be only apparent saving, because with no British
control, there would be no wonderful British fleet
to protect the immense level and unfortified coasts
of India. Fos this protection India now only
pays directly the sum of rupees one million and
a half. Unless the independent Indian Govern-
ment wanted to have the country invaded and
conquered at once, they would have to build a
fleet at an enormous initial cost, and to face the
difficulty of properly manning and maintaining it,
at the lowest estimate based on the figures of
Japan, at a hundred million rupees. Then the
‘Government would have to maintain a diplomatic
and consular service. To-day Indiahas the use
of the British services all over the globe. But
that is a small matter compared with another
reason for the answer we have given to the
question whether India profits by British control.
That is that the c¢redit of England behind
Unique advantageto  the Indian Government enables
Tadia of British eredit.  Jridia to borrow at a rate cheaper
than many firstclass powers can do. At the very
least India can borrow two per cent cheaper than
Japan. India’s debt in 1914 was rather more than
4,500 million rupees. If it had not been for
England, India would have to pay another go
millions each year as interest ; more and more
as the country is developed and industries grow
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and enrich the land, India's gain will increase.
For more and more capital must be borrowed,
if India is to progress, and on every 1,000 million
rupees it needs, it will pay 20 millions less, because
it is part of the British Empire. .

We see then that while there is a drain of
India’s money to England, it is no real loss. If
there were any other Indian government, there
would be salaries and pensions to pay; but in
addition’ there would be the cost of a fleet, of dip-
lomatic and consular service, and the borrowing
of money needed to develop the country would
cost more than it does now. It is doubtful if any
other government would be able to borrow even
at six or seven per cent. It certainly could not
do so unless its defences were perfect. India
cannot have the solid advantage of the British
credit and the British fleet without paying the
salaries and pensions of British officials. The
drain is thus the price that India must pay for her
security, and a very low price it is.

CHAPTER XX. ‘
CONCLUSION.

In the Urdu version of this book is quoted
under this head, an extract from the well-known
Raja Shiv Parshad, C.1.E., of Benares’ book “4 ina-
i-tarikh Numa," pointing out how India has been
transformed under British rule since the battle of
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of Plassey. *The \and,” says the dl.stmggl,shed'»]
historian, * which coud \\6\.&0“\\%‘\\] \i\Q\& PAXES \0
feed the cattle, now abounds in rich crops ; the;
land-holders who were frequently arrested and.
harassed for non-payment of Government dues,.
now pass a peaceful, quiet and happy life, and
enriched by the system of permanent settlement are
able to punctually pay the Government revenue;
costly carriages are now seen running on “the
(rough) paths which even the goat was once afraid
to traverse ; where a bullock-cart was not avail-
" able even for gold nokars, people travel in railways
on payment of a few pice; the distance which n<_$
messenger ventured to traverse is now annihilated
by telegraph and telephone lines ; lonely routes.
which even large caravans never dared to cross are
now fearlessly and safely traversed by a single old
woman with gold bars in her hands ; where business
was transacted to the extant of hundreds, we find
it expanded into the transaction of thousands of
* millions ; labourers who could hardly earn a stom-
achful of parched gram during the whole day, now
earn from annas eight to rupees three per day ;
the cultivators who could not afford even to have
a lJangoti (narrow strip of cloth) for the loins, now
carry Aardhanis (heavy silver chains) round their
waist -

_ The roads, railways, bridges, and canals
the hospitals, the colleges and schools, the police
and courts of justice, the laws and regulations,
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. N .. -
* the  arts ‘and sciences, the ease and luxurious
"“comferts, the peace and security, the incalculable -

facilities for general progress—all these are things
which were not seen by the eye before, nor heard
by the ear. Mountains, forests and wildernesses
have actually been converted into the garden of

- Eden.”

. The original book ends with an extract from
the most popular and widely read « Musaddas”
(poem) written by the famons national poet of the
Indian Mahomedans, Shams-ul-ulama KHwaja
Altaf Hasain, better know as *“ Hali, ¥ which deals
with peculiar features of the British rule. .

In these lines of his poem the venerable
poet persuades the Indian Musalmans to be up
anq doing, to appreciate and avail themselves of
Brltis.h toleration, freedom, perfect peace and
security and particularly of the opportunities
offered for progress and development.

The poet further points out to the Indian
Mabomedans that they are free to follow the
dlc.tates of their own religion, that there is none
to Interfere with the commandments of the Quran
:'md the Prophet's tradjtions, and they have full
liberty to publicly announce their prayer times

_:md say prayers in their mosques —that every one
is free to travel and go where he likes, that com-
mercial and industrial careers are open to all, that

any one can acquire learning in public schools
and colleges and find ways and means of earning
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of Plassey. * The land,” says the distinguished!

historian, * which could not formerly yield grass to-

feed the cattle, now abounds in rich crops ; the:
land-holders who were frequently arrested and
harassed for non-payment of Government dues,.
now pass a peaceful, quiet and happy life, and
enriched by the system of permanent settlement are
able to punctually pay the Government revenue;
costly carriages are now seen running on the
(rough) paths which even the goat was once afraid
to traverse ; where a bullock-cart was not avail-
able even for gold mwhars, people travel in railways
on payment of a few pzce ; the distance which no
messenger ventured to traverse is now annihilated
by telegraph and telephone lines; lonely routes.
which even large caravans never dared to cross are
now fearlessly and safely traversed by a single old
woman with gold bars in her hands ; where business
was transacted to the extant of hundreds, we find
it expanded into the transaction of thousands of
- millions; labourers who could hardly earn a stom-
achful of parched gram during the whole day, now
earn from annas eight to rupees three per day ;
the cultivators who could not afford even to have
a langoli (narrow strip of cloth) for the loins, now
carry kardhanis (heavy silver chains) round their
waist ‘

The roads, railways, bridges, and canals,
the hospitals, the colleges and schools, the police
and courts of justice, the laws and regulations,

. ~ [
" the arts and sciences,
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the ease and luxurious
y, the incalculable -

comforts, the peace and securit e,
facilities for general progress—all these are things
which were not seen by the eye before.. nor heard
by the ear. Mountains, forests and wildernesses
have actually been converted into the garden of

~ Eden.”

. The original book ends with an extract frorr’x’
the most popular and widely read * Musaddas
(poem) written by the famons national poet of t}}e'
Indian Mahomedans, Shams-ul-ulama Khwaja
Altaf Hasain, better know as  Hali, ¥ which deals
with peculiar features of the British rule. .

In these lines of his poem the venerable
poet persuades the Indian Musalmans to be up
and doing, to appreciate and avail themselves of
British toleration, freedom, perfect peace and
security and particularly of the opportunities
offered for progress and development.

The poet further points out to the Indian
Mahomedans that they are free to follow the
dictates of their own religion, that there is none
to interfere with the commandments of the Quran
and the Prophet's tradjtions, and they have. full
liberty to publicly announce their prayer times
and say prayers in their mosques —'—th:t every one
is free to travel and go where he likes, that com-
mercial and industrial careers .are open ‘t(‘)- all, that
any one can acquire learning in public schqols
and colleges and find ways and means of earning



